


h 


\ 


| f s 


viu . L 


o 


'0Ot>Qt)OD0 


Mt rcantUe gi\Mt% gradation 

OF MONTREAL. 


^ Fourteen Days allowed for perusaL 


S5» 



t ^ 


<*1 


Biographia Britannica : 

OR, THE 

L I V E S 

OF THE 

MOST EMINENT PERSONS 

WHO HAVE FLOURISHED IN 

GREAT BRITAIN 

AND 

IRELAND, 

FROM THE EARLIEST AGES, TO THE PRESENT TIMES: 
COLLECTED FROM THE BEST AUTHORITIES, PRINTED AND MANUSCRIPT, 

AND DIGESTED IN THE MANNER OF 

Mr. BAYLE's Historical and Critical DI C T I O NAR Y. 

THE SECOND EDITION, 
With Corrections, Enlargements, and the Addition of new LIVES; 

By ANDREW K I P P I S, D. D. F. R. S. and S. A. 

With the Afiiftance of the Rev. JOSEPH TOWERS, LL. D. 

And other Gentlemen. 

VOLUME THE SECOND. 


LONDON: 

Printed by W. and A. Strahan; 

For C. Bathurst, W. Strahan, J. Rivington and Sons, L. Davis, T. Payne, G. Keith, 
T. Longman, B. Law, C. Dilly, T. Cadell, G. Robinson, J. Robson, T. Evans, 
R, Baldwin, T. Lowndes, S. Fox, J.Nichols, Whieldon and Waller, 
H. Gardner, W. Otridge, and S. Hayes, 

MDCCLXXX. 


T O 

THE RIGHT HONOURABLE 

The Earl of SHELBURNE, 

A DISTINGUISHED PATRON OF SCIENCE 
AND ART IN GENERAL, 
AND A ZEALOUS ENCOURAGER OF HISTORICAL 
AND BIOGRAPHICAL KNOWLEDGE 
IN PARTICULAR, 

THE SECOND VOLUME OF THIS WORK 

IS INSCRIBED, 
WITH THE GREATEST GRATITUDE 
AND RESPECT, 

BY 

HIS LORDSHIP's 

MOST OBLIGED, AND 

MOST OBEDIENT SERVANT, 


January I, 1780, 

ANDREW KIPPIS. 


Vol. II. 


[ r 


PREFACE 


TO THE 


SECOND EDITION of the SECOND VOLUME. 


W "W* T E have now the pleafure of prefenting our Readers with the Second Vo- 
% Jt / lume of the enlarged Edition of the BIOGRAPHIA BRITANNICA. 
W Should it be thought that the publication of it appears rather later than 
Ir " might have been expected, it may be anfwered, that there hath been 
fome delay in confequence of perfonal and profeflional obligations and engage- 
ments, which were deemed of an indifpenfable nature. Interruptions of health 
may, likewife, occur in the courfe of any great undertaking, and have actually 
occurred in the pre fen t cafe. Hindrances, alfo, will occasionally and unavoidably 
arife from the Work itfelf. We cannot always obtain the information we want, 
or the books for which we have occafion, fo fpeedily as is deiired : and fometimes 
we hear of important and unexpected materials, the waiting for which amply com- 
penfates for a fhort delay. 

But, perhaps, it is the lefs neceflary to infift upon thefe circumftances, as we 
truft it will be apparent, from the Volume before us, that we have not been de- 
fective in affiduity and diligence. The New Lives in this Volume are confiderably 
more numerous than in the former, and the additions to the old articles are much 
greater. In fadt, above a third part of the prelent Volume confifts entirely of 
frefh matter ; from whence it has arifen that we have not been able to get com- 
pletely through the letter B. As this, at firft view, may excite furprife in fome 
of our Readers, it is proper to take notice, that B is a letter which furnifhes a 
larger number of names, and thofe too of importance, than feveral other letters 
will do united. It took up no fmall fpace in the firft edition of the Biographia 
Britannica : and though all the articles in the Great General Dictionary, are com- 
prized in lefs than ten volumes, the letter B is continued to the end of the third 
volume. 

The large additions which there are, in the prefent volume, to the old Work, 
and the little progrefs we have made in the alphabet, will naturally induce an in- 
quiry, in how many volumes our defign is likely to be comprehended. To this 
we anfwer, that, judging from what hath already been done, and fuppofing that 
the Work fhall continue to require a like acceflion of new matter, the whole can- 
not be finifhed in lefs than Nine Volumes- In that number we apprehend it may 
be completed ; provided the articles be not much increafed by frefh luggeftions, or 
by the deaths of learned and diftinguilhed perfons. The mortality of human life 
is continually adding to our tafk : and though the Work will be enriched by the 
accounts of men of fuch extraordinary eminence and celebrity, in their refpeCtive 
ftations, as a Garrick, a Warburton, and a Pitt, we cannot but regret that thefe, 
and other names that might be mentioned, are become the objects of our under- 
taking. It is highly probable, likewife, that before the defign (hall be finifhed, a 
Supplement, of greater or lefs extent, will be neceflary. 

In accounting for the largenefs of the Work, we wifh our Readers again to ad- 
vert, that it is not conftruCted upon a fmall fcale. It is juftly obferved by our 
learned predeceflbrs, in their general Preface, that 4 to have left out articles of 
c note would have been unpardonable in an Historical, and to have treated 
6 fuch articles fuperficially, unworthy of a Critical Dictionary.' It was the ori- 
ginal intention of the Biographia Britannica, that it fhould be a great repo- 
fitory of hiftorical and literary matter, and it is our aim to carry on that intention. 
In this view, we are defirous of mentioning, as far as we are able, and as far as 
(hall be found definable, not merely the writings of learned men, and other trans- 
actions of importance, but to afford fuch a delineation of them as fhall fomewhat 
I explain 
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explain their nature and defign, and the controverfies to which they gave oecafion. 
This part of our purpoie we apprehend to be Angularly ufeful, and the utility of 
Which will be continually increafing. In the vaft variety of publications, accu- 
mulating from age to age, it Is icarcely poffible that the knowledge of many of 
them ftiould be preferved in any other way than by a work of this nature. Every 
man of letters, however extenfive his reading may be, muft feel the full force of 
this obfervatioru ■ \ 

We have rcafon gratefully to acknowledge the generous communications and 
affiftances which w£ ftill continue to receive. While we renew our thanks to the 
rHpeftable perfons formerly fpecified, we muft particularly do it with regard to 
Sir David Dalrymple, Ifaac Reed, Efq; Thomas Aftle, Efq; and Mr. Arch- 
Deacon Blackhurne. The continued aid of fuch learned and judicious friends is 
no final] honour and advantage to our Work. We have the fatisfa&ion, like- 
wife, of adding to our lift of general benefactors, the Rev. Dr. Lort, Chaplain to 
Wis Grace the Archbilhop of Canterbury; the Rev. Mr, Hall, Redtor of Child- 
Okeford, in Dorfetfliire ; Sir John Hawkins; and Mr. John Nichols ; who have 
obliged us with various ufeful and important communications, which will extend 
through the future volumes : and we have aflurances of receiving aids of the like 
kind, from other learned men. The names of the Gentlemen of literature and 
conlequence, to whom we are indebted in fingle articles, and which are too nu- 
merous to be here mentioned, will appear in the courfe of the articles themfelves. 

We are now able to give a more accurate account, than we formerly did, of the ori- 
ginal writers of the Biogr aphi A Britannica. As was heretofore obferved, Mr. 
Broughton's fignature was T, Mr. Morant's C, Mr. OldysVG, Dr. Nichols's P, 
and the two fignatures of Dr. Campbell, E and X. The articles marked R, were 
not written, as we before thought, by Mr. Oldys, but by the Rev. Mr. Hinton, a 
Clergyman who lived in Red-Lion Square. Thole ligned H, were drawn up by 
Mr. Henry Brougham, of Took's Court, Curfitor Street; and thofe which have 
the letter D annexed to them, were compoled by Mr. Harris of Dublin ; the fame 
Mr. Harris, we apprehend, who was the Editor of Sir James Ware's Works. 
There are a very few articles marked I and Z, of the authors of which we are yet 
ignorant. Perhaps it may not be improper to repeat, that, in this Edition, we 
have put the initial letters of the real names of the writers, at the end of the Lives 
drawn up by them. 

With regard to the original authors of the Biographia, Henry Brougham, 
Efq; we believe is yet living, at Brougham, in the county of Weftmoreland ; 
having fucceeded to the family eftate, in 1756, by the death of his elder brother. 
Mr. Hinton was brother-in-law to Mr. Brougham. To Dr. Campbell, Mr. 
Harris, Mr. Morant, and Mr.. Oldys, w t c intend to pay a due tribute of refpedt, 
at the proper places, in the courfe of this Work. Of Mr. Broughton, with regard 
to whom we had not^fufficient intelligence, when an article concerning him might 
have been introduced in the prefent Volume, we fhall add, at the clofe of this 
Preface, a fhort account, for the materials of which we are indebted to his fon. 

We have prefixed to this Volume fuch corrections and additions, with refpedl to 
feveral articles in the former Volume, as have occurred to ourfelves, or been pointed 
out by our friends, and particularly by Mr. Reed. W e propofe to do the lame by the 
other Volumes, as we proceed in our undertaking. Some things of that kind,, we 
already know, will prefent themfelves with relation to the Volume before us ; but 
we think itbetter to defer them till the publication of the next, when we fhall be able 
more completely to c6lle& the remarks that may be fuggefted from various quarters. 
In doing this, it is not our intention to add any Lives which may be deemed to 
have been improperly omitted, or any accounts of eminent perfons whofe deaths 
fliall have happened after the letters with which their names begin are finifhed. 
Such Lives muft be referred to a Supplement 

From p. 56, we have pointed out, fomewhat more diftin&ly than we had here- 
tofore done, the new articles, and the new matter, by prefixing, befides brackets 
the following mark * # * to every thing of that kind. We have prefixed, likewife' 
Tables of the Lives contained in each Volume. 

It is our ambition to give this Work all the perfe&ion in our power ; and 
therefore, we age-fin invite the communications and the aid of the learned and ju- 
xlieious, in a defign that is very honourable and important. As to the manner ii\ 
which the undertaking is conducted, different judgments will be formed by different 

6 individuals* 
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individuals- Some approve of reflections and remarks, others diflike them ; though 
recommended by the example of ftieh Biographers as a Tacitus and a Plutarch, 
a Bayle and a Johnfon. Some are only for a concife mention of fads and 
publications ; while others wifh for a more critical account both of events and 
writings. There mull, likewife, ever exift in the world, diverfities of opinions, 
religious, political, and literary. It is impofliblc, therefore, in every cafe, to 
give univerfal fatisfa&ion. The utmoft that can be done, is to ad with all the 
integrity, impartiality, and candour of which we are capable : and whilft this is 
our aim, we muft be allowed to follow our own judgment and feelings with 
regard to the choice of objeds, and the mode wherein they are to be treated. In 
afliiming this liberty, we muft ftand or fall, not by the opinion of any fingle 
perfon, but by the luffrage of the Public in general ; and in that refped we have 
not hitherto had reafon to complain. 


Mr. THOMAS B ROUGH TON, a learned Divine, and one of the ori- 
ginal Writers of the Biogr aphi a Britannic A, was born at London, on the fifth 
of July, 1704, in the parifh of St. Andrew, Holborn ; of which pariih his father 
was Minifter. At an early age he was fent to Eton School, where he foon dif- 
tinguifhed himfelf by the acutdnefs of his genius, and the ftudioufnefs of his 
difpofition. Being fuperanrluated on this foundation, he removed, about the 
year 1722, to the Univerfity of Cambridge; and, for the fake of a Scholarfhip, 
entered himfelf of Gonville And Caius College. Here two of the principal ob- 
jects of his attention were, the aequifition of the knowledge of the modern lan- 
guages, and the ftudy of the mathematics, under the famous Profeflbr Sanderfon. 
On the 28th of May 1727, Mr. Broughton, after taking the degree of Bachelor 
of Arts, was admitted to Deacon's orders, by Dr. Richard Reynolds, Bifhop of 
Lincoln. In the fucceeding year, on the 2 2d of September, he was ordained 
Prieft, by Dr. Edmund Gibfon, Bifhop of London, and proceeded to the degree 
of Mafter of Arts. At this time he removed from the Univerfity, to the Curacy 
of Offley, in Hertfordfhire. In the year 1739, he was inftituted to the Redory 
of Stepington, otherwife Stibington, in the county of Huntingdon, on the pre- 
fentation of John Duke of Bedford, and was appointed one of that nobleman's 
Chaplains. Soon after, he was chofen Reader to the Temple, hf which means 
he became known to Bifhop Sherlock, who was then Mafter of it, and who con- 
ceived fo high an opinion of our Author's merit, that, in 1744, this eminent 
Prelate prefented Mr. Broughton to the valuable Vicarage of Bedminfter, near 
Briftol, together with the Chapels of St. Mary RedclifF, St. Thomas, and Ab- 
bot's Leigh, annexed. Some fhort time after, he was collated, by the fame pa- 
tron, to the Prebend of Bedminfter and RedclifF, in the cathedral of Salifbury. 
Upon receiving this preferment, he removed from London to Briftol, where he 
married the daughter of Thomas Harris, Clerk, of that city, by whom he had 
feven children, fix of whom furvived him. He refided on his living till his death, 
which happened on the 21ft of December 1774, in the feventy-firft year of his 
age. He was interred in the church of St. Mary RedclifF. 

From the time of Mr. Broughton's quitting the Univerfity, till he was con- 
fiderably advanced in life, he was engaged in a variety of publications, of which 
the following is a lift, taken, in a great meafure, from a paper in his own hand- 
writing ; but we cannot fay whether it be ftridly in N the order wherein they 
appeared. 

Chriftianity diftind from the Religion of Nature, in three Parts ; in Anfwer to 
Chriftiartity as old as the Creation. 

Tranflation of Voltaire's Temple of Tafte. 
Preface to his Father's Letter to a Roman Catholic* 

Alteration of Dorrel on the Epiftles and Gofpels from a Popifh to a Proteftant 
Book. Two Volumes, Odavo. 

Part of the new Edition of Bayle's Dictionary in Englifh, correded ; with a 
Tranflation of the Latin and other Quotations. 

Jarvis's Don Quixote ; the Language thoroughly altered and correded, and the 
poetical Parts new tranflated. 
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Tranflation of the Mottoes of the Spectator, Guardian, and Freeholder. 

Original Poems and Tranflations, by John Dryden, Efq; now firft colleded 
and publifhed together. Two Volumes. 

Tranflation of the Quotations in Addifon's Travels, by him left untranflated. 

The firft and third Olynthiacs, and the four Philippics of Demofthenes (by 
feveral Hands), revifed and corrected ; with a new Tranflation of the fecond 
Olynthiac, the Oration de Pace, and that de Cherfonefo ; to which are added, all 
the Arguments of Libanius, and feledt Notes from Ulpian. O&avo. 

Lives in the Biographia Britannica. 

The Bifhops of London and Winchefter on the Satrament, compared. 
Hercules, a Mufical Drama. 

Bibliotheca Hiftorico-Sacra, an Hiftorical Dictionary of all Religions, from the 
Creation of the World to the prefent Times. In two Volumes, Folio, 1756. 

A Defence of the commonly received Dodtrine of the human Soul. 

A Profpedt of Futurity, in four Diflertations ; with a preliminary Difcourfe on 
the natural and moral Evidence of a future State. 

Mr. Broughton, fome little time before his death, compofed ' A fhort View 
1 of the Principles upon which Chriftian Churches require, of their refpe&ive 
* Clergy, Subfcription to eftablifhed Articles of Religion but this work never 
appeared in print. He poflefled, likewife, no inconfiderable talent for poetry, as is 
evident from many little fugitive pieces in manufcript, found among his papers ; and 
particularly, from two unfinifhed Tragedies, both written at the age of feventeen. 

When he was at Eton fchool, Mr. Broughton was of the fame year with Dr. 
Ewer, late Bifhop of Bangor ; Dr. Sumner, late Provoft of King's College, Cam- 
bridge ; and Dr. Sleech, late Provoft of Eton : and during his refidence in Lon- 
don, he enjoyed the efteem and friendlhip of moft of the literary men of his 
time. He was a great lover of mufic, particularly the ancient ; which introduced 
him to the knowledge and acquaintance of Mr. Handel j whom he furnilhed with 
the words for many of his compofitions. 

In his public character, Mr. Broughton was diftinguifhed by an a&ive zeal for 
the Chriftian caufe, joined with a moderation of mind. In private life, he was 
devoted to the interefts and happinefs of his family ; and was of a mild, cheerful, 
and liberal temper. This difpofition, which is not always united with eminent 
literary abilities, attended him to his grave. 

In 1778, a pofthumous Volume of Sermons, on feledt Subjects, was publifhed 
by his fon, the Rev. Thomas Broughton^ M. A. of Wadham College, Oxford, 
and Vicar of Tiverton, near Bath. 


TABLE of the LIVES 


CONTAINED IN THE 


FIRST VOLUME. 


[Thofe with "this Mark %* prefixed are new Lives. Thofe with this Mark f 

have fome Addition made to them. J 


Born Died 

Page A. D. A. D. 

i. A ARON and Julius, Martyrs, - - ■ 303 

i.f / \ Abbadie (James), Divine and French Refugee, 1658 1727 

3«f Abbot (George), Archbifhop of Canterbury, - - 1562 1633 

22. Abbot (Robert), Bifliop of Salifbury, - - 1560 1617-18 

24. Abbpt (Sir Maurice), Citizen, Alderman, and Lord Mayor 

and Reprefentative of London, - ■ 1640 

25. %* Abernethy (John), Divine, ... 1680 1740 

34. t Able (Thomas), Divine, - ■ 1540 

35. f Acca, Bifhop of Hexham, - - ■ 740 

36. f Adams (Sir Thomas), Citizen, Alderman, and Lord 

Mayor of London, - 1586 1667 
38 .f Adamson (Patrick), Archbifhop of St. Andrews, and 

Latin Poet, ' - 1543 1591 

43. f Addison (Lancelot), Dean of Litchfield, - - 1632 1703 

45. t Addison ( JofephJ, Statefman, Poet, polite Writer, &c. 1672 1719 

63.1 Adrian, Pope, - 11 59 

67. Adrian de Castello, Bifhopof Bath and Wells, andCardinal, ■ ■ 1526 

69. Alfred, King of Northumberland, and Encourager of 

Learning, - - 705 

70. f JElfred, or Alfred, the Great, - - 849 900 
84- JElfredus, Brother of Edward the Confeflbr, - «* 1003 1035 

87. ^thelstan, King of England, - 940 

91. f Agard (Arthur), Antiquary, - - 1 540 l6i£ 

93. Agelnoth, Archbifhop of Canterbury, ~ - * 1038 

94. Aclionby (John), Divine, - - — 1609-10 

94. t Aid an, King of Scotland, - - - < • 606 

96. f Aid an, Bifhop of Lindisfarne, - * 651 

99. Ailmer, Earl of Cornwall and Devonshire, ~ - ■ ■ ■ 1016 

99. Ailred, Abbot of Revefby, - 1109 1166 

100. Ainsworth (Henry), Divine, - - about 1630 

102. %* Ainsworth (Robert), Grammarian, - - 1660 1743 

103. Airay (Henry), Divine, - - 1559 1616 

103. Airay (Chriftopher), Divine, - - ■ 1670 

io 3*%* Akenside (Mark), Poet and Phyfician, - - 1721 1770 

107. Alan of Lynn, Divine, flourifhed in the 15th Century. 

108. Alan (William), Cardinal, - - 1532 1594 
iii.f Alban, Saint and Martyr, - - 303 
1 17. f Albanact, Son of Brutus. - - ■* 

119. j Alcock (John), Bifliop of Ely, - - - 1500 

120. Alcred, King of Northumberland, - - 740 » 

1 2 1. f Alcuinus, Divine, &c. - * 804 
124-f Aldhelm, Bifhop of Shireburn, and Writer in Profe and 

Verfe, - ■ 7 09 

126. Aldun, Bilhop of Durham, - ■■ ■ « ioi8 

127. Aldred, Archbifhop of York, - - 1 ■ 1069 
129. f Aldrich (Robert), Bifhop of Carlifle, - - *■ 1555 
130.1 Aldrich (Henry), Dean of Chrift-Church, - - 1647 1710 

131. Aldulph, King of Northumberland, in 796. 

132. Alexander, Bifliop of Lincoln, - ■ I H7 

133. Alexander (William), Earl of Sterling, Statefman and Poet, 1 580 1640 
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Born. Died 

Page. A.D. A. D 

138. Aleyn (Charles), hiftorical Poet, - 1640 

140. Allam (Andrew), Antiquary, - 1655 1685 

141. Allen (John), Archbifhop of Dublin, - - 1476 J 534 

141. Allen (Thomas), Mathematician, - - 1 54 2 1 ^3 2 

142. Allen (Thomas), Divine, - 1573 l6 3 6 
142. Allein (Richard), Divine, - - - 1611 168 1 

144. Allein (Joieph), Divine, - - - 1633 , 166S 

145. f Allestry (Richard), Provoft of Eton-College, - 1619 1680 

149. Allestry (Jacob), Poet, - 1653 1686 

150. Alley (William), Bifhop of Exeter, • - - I 57° 
150. t Alleyn (Edward), Comedian, - - 1566 1626 
157. Allix (Peter), Divine, - - - 1641 1717 

163. Almarus, Abbot of St. Auftin's Monaftery, Canterbury, 

in the Beginning of the nth Century. 

164. f Alphery (Mikepher), Divine, of the imperial Line of Ruflla, about 1660 

165. Alredus, ancient Englifh Hiftorian, - - 1128 

167. Alsop (Vincent), Divine, - — 1703 

168. Ambrose (Ifaac), Divine in the laft Century.' 

169.1 Ambrosius (Aurelianus), Britifh General and King, - 508 

171. Ames (William), Divine, - - - 1576 1633 

T 73-%* Amhurst (Nicholas), Poet and political Writer, - »■ 174- 

175.%* Amory (Thomas), Divine, - - 1 700-1 1774 

180 f Anderson (Sir Edmund), Lord Chief Juftice, - ■ 1605 

l84.{ Andrews (Lancelot), Bifhop of Winchefter, - 1565 1626 

188. Andrews fEufebius), Warrior, - - - - 1650 

192. Annand (William), Dean of Edinburgh, - - 1633 1689 
192. t Annesley (Arthur), Earl of Anglesey, Statefman and 

Writer, - - - - 1614 1686 

203.1 Annesley (Samuel), Divine, <* 1620 1696 

205. f Anselm, Archbifhop of Canterbury, - - 1033 1 109 

215.%* Anson (George Lord), Naval Commander and Statefman, 1697 1762 

221. Anthony (Francis), Phyfician and Chymift, - - 1550 1623 

225. f Arabella (Stuart), - - - 1577 16 15 

230.%* Aram (Eugene), Grammarian, - - 1704 1759 

235. Arbuthnot (Alexander), Divine, - 1538 1583 

236. *^* Arbuthnot (John), Phyfician, Wit, and polite Writer, ■ 1 734- 

243.7 Arden (Edward), executed on the Charge of Treafon, 1 532 1583 

246. Argall (John), Divine, - ■ 1606 

247. Arlotta, Mother to William the Conqueror. 

249. f Armstrong (Sir Thomas), executed on an Outlawry, 

on the Charge of Treafon, - - - ■ 1684 

256. Arnulph, Bifhop of Rochcftcr, - . ■ ■ 1124 

257. Arnway ( J*ohn), Divine and political Writer, - 1601 1653 

258-! Arthington (Henry ), Enthufiaft, - - 1 591 

263. t Arthur, King of the Britons, - - 501 541 

269. f Arthur, Duke of Britany, - - 11 87 1203 
272. Arviragus, an ancient Britifh King in the firfl Century. 

274. f Arundel (Thomas), Archbifhop of Canterbury, - 1353 1413 
281. Asaph (Saint). 

28 1. 1 Ascham (Roger), Reviver of claffical and polite Literature, 15 15 1568 

289. Ascough (William), Bifhop of Salifbury, - - ■ 1450 

289.1 Asgill (John), political and enthufiaftical Writer, - ■ 1738 

293. Ashley (Robert), mifcellaneous Writer, - - ■ 1641 

295.-): Ashmole (Elias), Chemift and Antiquary, - - 1 6 17 1692 

308. Ashton (Thomas), Divine, - 1631 

308. Ashwell (George), Divine, - - 161 2 1693 

309. f Afheton (William), Divine, - - - 1641 1711 
312.*^* Astell (Mary), religious and mifcellaneous Writer, - 1668 1731 
315. Astley (John), Warrior, in the 1 5th Century. 

315. Aston (Sir Arthur), Warrior, - - - - 1649 

317. Aston (Sir Thomas), Warrior and political Writer, - 1645 

317-f Atheling (Edgar), Saxon Heir to the Englifli Crown, 

at the Time of the Conqueft, - - about 1 120 

322. Atkins (James), Bifhop of Galloway, - - 1613 1687 

322. f Atkins (Richard), Antiquary, - 1677 

324. Atkyns (Sir Robert), Lord Chief Baron, Law and Con- 

ftitutional Writer, - 1621 1709 

329. f Atkyns (Sir Robert), Antiquary/ - - 1646 171 1 

330. Atterbury (Lewis), Divine, - 1631 1693 

331. | Atterbury (Lewis), Divine, - - 1656 1731 


IN THE FIRST VOLUME. 


Born. Die J. 

Page A. D. A. D. 

333-t Atterbury (Francis}, Bilhop of Rochefter^ - 1662 1731 

("16251 

348. f Aubrey (John), Antiquary, - - < or I 1700 

1 1628 J 

351. f Audley (James), Lord Audley, Warrior, - - 1314 '3^9 

352. Audley (Edmund), Bilhop of Salifbury, - - 1524 

353-f Audley (Thomas), Lord Chancellor and Statefman, - 1488 1544 

358. Avesbury (Robert of), ancient Englifh Hiftorian, - • ■ 1356 

36 1. f Augustin (Saint), Archbifhop of Canterbury, - - 604 

370.f Aungervyle (Richard), Bifhop of Durham, - 1281 1345 

372. f Axtel (Daniel), Regicide, - 1660 

382. Aylesbury (Sir Thomas), Patron of learned men, - 1576 1657 

383. Aylesbury (William), Travelling Governor and Trans- 

lator, - - about 1657 

■383. j- Aylmer (John), Bifhop of London, - - 1521 15^4 

394. Ayrmin (William), Bifhop of Norwich, - - 1337 

394. Ayscue (Sir George), Naval Commander, in the laft 

Century. 

408. Aysserius, Bifhop of Shireburn, and Archbilhop of St. 

David's i ancient Hiftorian, - - — 910 


B. 


412. f Babington (Gervafe), Bifhop of Worcefter, - - 1551 1610 

413. Bacon (Robert), Divine, - 1168 1248 
416. Bacon (Roger), Divine, Philofopher, Chemift, &c &c. 12,14 1292 
441. f Bacon (Sir Nicholas), Lord Keeper, - - 1510 1579 
449. f Bacon (Francis), Lord Chancellor, Statefman, Philofo- 
pher, Hiftorian, &c, - - 1560-61 1626 

502f Bacon (Anthony), Brother to the Lord Chancellor, and 

Friend of the Earl of Effex, - about 1601 

508. f Baconthorp (John), Divine and Schoolman, - ■ 1346 

510. Badew (Richard de), Firft Founder of Clare-hall, Cam- 
bridge, in the 14th Century. 

510.%* Baillie (Robert), Divine, - - l $99 1662 

515. Bainbridge (John), JPhyfician and Aftronomer, - 1582 1643 

516. f Baker (Sir Richard), Hirtorian, - 1568 1644-5 
518. Baker (Thomas), Mathematician, - - 1625 1690 
518.*** Baker (Thomas), Antiquary, - 1656 1740 
5 2 5*%* Baker (Henry), Naturalift, - - about 1700 1774 

528. f Baldock (Ralph de), Bifhop of London, - . 13 13 

530. f Baldwin, Archbifhop of Canterbury, - - 1290 

532. f Bale (John), Bifhop of Oflbry, - - 1495 1563 

536. Bales (Peter), Penman and Short-hand Writer, - 1547 -bout 1610 

548. f Baley (Walter), Phyfician, - - I S9 a 

548.%* Balguy (John), Divine, - - 1686 174S 

552. Baliol (John de), Founder of Baliol-College, Oxford, 1269 

553*1" Baliol (John), King of Scotland, - - 1314 

571. Ball (John), Divine, - 1585 164C 

572. Ballendon (Sir John), Poet and Hiftorian, - - 1550 

574. f Balsham (Hugh de), Bifhop of Ely, - - * 1286 

575. Bambridge (Chriftopher), Archbifhop of York and Cardinal, 1514 

577. j- Bancroft (Richard), Archbifhop of Canterbury, - 1544 16 10 

582. Bancroft (John), Bifhop of Oxford, * - . 1640 

583. Banister (John), Phyfician, in the 1 6th Century. 

583. Bankes (Sir John), Lord Chief Juftice, - - 15S9 1644 

585. %* Baptist (John), Painter, - 1635 1699 

586. f Barclay (Alexander), Poer, - ■ I 55' 2 
587**** Barclay (William), Civilian, - - 1541 1505 
588.%* Barclay (John )> political Writer, - • 1582 1621 
589.1 Barclay (Robert), Writer among the Quakers, - 1648 1690 

602. Barkham (John), Divine and Antiquary, - - 1572 1642 

603. f Barlowe (William), Bifhop of Chichelter, - 1568 

604. Barlowe (William), Bifhop of St. David's, - - 1625 

604. f Barlow (Thomas), Bifhop of Lincoln, - - 1607 1691 

607. Barnard (John), Divine, - - 1683 

608. %* Barnard (Sir John), Citizen, Alderman, Lord Mayor, 

and Reprcfentative of London, - - 16^5 1764 

Vol. IL c 


TABLE OF THE LIVES, &c. 


Born. Died. 

Page. A. D. A. D. 

6i6.f Barnes (Jolhua), Divine and Greek Profeflbr, - 1654 1712 

619. Barnwall (Robert), Lawyer, - ■ 

619. Baro (Peter), Divine, - about if 00 

623. f Baron (Bonaventure), Latin Writer in Profe and Verfe, 1696 

624. %* Barrington (John Shute), Lord Vifcount, Writer, 1678 1734 

628. f Barrow (Ifaac), Bifhop of St. Afaph, - - 1680 

629.1 Barrow (Ifaac), Divine and Mathematician, - 1630 1677 

638. t Barry (Girald), Divine and ancient Hifrorian, about 122a 

646. Barry (James), Lord Santry, Lord Chief Juftice in Ireland, 1672 

648.1 Barry (Gerat), Military Writer, in the laft Century. 

648. Barry (Lodowick), Poet, in the laft Century. 

648. Barton (Elizabeth), Impoftor, - . ■ **34 

656. Barwick (John), Divine, - - 1612 1664 

665. Barwick (Peter), Phyfician, - - - 1619 1705 

667. Easier (Ifaac), Divine and Traveller, - - 1607 1676 

669. Basinge (John), Divine and Linguift, - - 1252 

670. Baskervile (Simon), Phyfician, - - 1 573 1641 

671. %* Baskerville (John), Artift and Printer, - - 1706 1775 

672. Basnet (Edward), Dean of St. Patrick's, Dublin, - * 1553 

675. f Bassantin (James), Aftronomer, - - ■ 1568 

677. f Basset (Fulk), Bifhop of London, - - ■ 1259 

678. Basset (Peter), hirtorical Writer in the 15th Century. 

679. Bastard (Thomas), Poet, - ■ 1 6 1 8 

679. Baston (Robert), Poet, - 1310 

680. f Bastwtck (John), controverfial Writer, - - 1593 ■ 
683.1 Bate (George), Phyfician, - 1608 1667 
685. Bate (John), Divine, - - ■ H 2 9 

685. Batecumbe (William), Mathematician, in the 1 5th Century. 

686. Bateman (William), Bifhop of Norwich, - ' . t 354-5 

687-t Bates (William), Divine, - 1625 1699 

688. Bathe (Henry de) Chief Juftice, - - ■ 1261 

691.1 Bathe (William), Divine, - - 1564 1614 

6914 Bathurst (Ralph), Dean of Wells, - - 1620 17O4 


CORRIGENDA and ADDENDA 


TO THE 


Firft Volume of the Biographi a Britannic a. 


ABBOT (George), p. 21, 

IN 1778, was publifhed a Life of Archbifhop Abbot, taken from the firft Edition of 
the Biographi a Britannica, with the Archbifhop's Will annexed, and the fta- 
tutes made by him for the regulation of his hofpital at Guilford. Thefe fhew him to 
have been a man of great fagacity and difcretion. The Editor hath added, likewife, 
a character of our eminent Prelate, drawn up by the late Right Honourable Arthur 
Onflow, Efq. If this chara&er had appeared in time, it would have been inferted in 
its proper place : but we fhall now refer it to Mr. Onflow's article, where it may not 
unfuitably be introduced, both as a fpecimen of that Gentleman's talent in compe- 
tition, and as a proof of his regard for the Archbifhop's memory. 

A D A M S O N (Patrick), p. 38. 1. 10. 
Archbifhop Adamfon was not born in 1563, but in 1543. 


ADAMS (Sir Thomas), p. 38. 

It appears from the Life of Anthony a Wood, that Sir Thomas Adams remitted money 
to King Charles the Firft during his diftrefs, as well as to Charles the Second in his 

exile. Wood fays, he had ct heard from W. Lilly* that Alderman Adams of 

<c London, fent to his Majefty at Hampton Court a thoufand pound in gold: five 
<c hundred pound of which was put into Jane Whorwood's hands, who gave Lilly for 
cc this and other Judgments twenty pound of the fame money, as the faid Lilly ulbally 
(*) Life of An- << reported (*)." Jane Whorwood had confulted Lilly as an Aftrologer, to know in what 
th °io y i, a To?.*' quarter of the nation the King might be moft fafe, and not be difcovered till himfelf 
pleafed. 

ADDISON (Lancelot), p. 45. 

Mrs. Combes, the daughter of Dr. Lancelot and the fifter of Mr. Jofeph Addifan, 
died on the ad of March 1750. It is faid, in the Gentleman's Magazine of that year 
(p. 139), that flie left her eftate, after the payment of fome legacies, to be applied to 
the ereding of a monument for her brother in Weftminfter Abbey, This, however, if 
the fa£t concerning her bequeft be truly ftated, hath never been put into execution* 


ADDISON (Joseph), p. 63* 

(a) Gent. Mag. Wc are informed (a) that Mr. Addifon's marriage with the Couritefs of Warwick was 
l°. r $so?' l779> upon terms ; he having given up four thoufand pounds in lieu of fome eftate which 
fhe loft for his fake. 

When, upon account of his declining ftate of health, he refigned the poft of Se- 
cretary of State, he was allowed a penfion of 1500/. a year (b). ( b ) owys's 
Cc) Biognphia It is faid, in Mr. Addifon's Life (<:), that he died in the fifty-fourth year of his age. Manufcn P t5< 
Bntanmca, voj.^ g ut j t j s pl a i n , from the account of his birth (d), that he was but a little more than forty- 
tiun." feven years old at the time of his deeeafe. This miftake of our predeceffbr efcaped our 
(j) Hid. p. 45* attention in revifing the article. 

Our reprefentation of the fmcerity of Mr. Addifon's attachment to Dr. Swift (e) 5 is (0 Hid. p. 54. 
confirmed, in a late valuable publication, not only by a letter there inferted, but by an 
anecdote, which difplays, in a ftriking light, the noblenefs of his difpofition. When 
he was appointed, by King George the Firft, Secretary to the Earl of Sunderland, as 
, • Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, the Earl faid to him, ' But then there are fome people in 
4 c Ireland 
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« Ireland who are not agreeable to me, with whom I hope you will not converfe when 
« you go thither.' To this Mr. Addifon replied, that he was much obliged to his Ma- 
jelly for the honour intended him ; but that he could not comply with his Excellency's 
requeft, as he would not facrifke his friendftiip for Dr. Swift to be made Chief Governor 
^ s "'f. , ^ ent of that kingdom (f). ... _ 

works! voui. In Dr. Johnfon's late elegant publication of the Englifh Poets, Mr. Addifon's Poems 
p 4 <°,4'i. are better arranged than in any former edition that hath fallen under our infpection. 

There are added, likewife, feveral of his pieces, which, having originally been pub- 
lilhed in the Spectator or other collections, are not ufually joined with the reft of his po- 
etical writings. Thefe are, a tranflation of Cowley's epitaph on himfelf ; Inaugurate 
Regis Gulielmi, which occafioned Mr. Addifon's being elected into Magdalen College; 
the Veftal, tranflated from Ovid de Faftis ; the prologue to Smith's Phaedra and Hip- 
politus ; an Ode for St. Cecilia's Day, let to mufic by Mr. Daniel Purcell, and per- 
formed at Oxford, in 1699; two Odes, two Hymns, and a Paraphrafe on the twenty- 
third Pfalm, all well known, and juftly valued, in the religious world; the Play-houfe, 
a fatire ; and an Epigram on Lady Manchefter/fj-J. On the other hand, Dr. Johnfon f/JJ^f 0 ^. 
hath omitted a fine copy of verfes, addrelfed to her Royal Highnefs the Princefs of p Hs, 6g.' 10"!' 
& Wales, with the tragedy of Cato (b). 4l 5 *»9-*34- 

Wi-rks, Vol. 1. ■ t> / \ / , I'lt r it 

P . 371 Baikcr- To the commendations of Mr. Addifon as a writer, which have formerly been pro- 
met edition. d ucc d y many more might be added : but we fliall only infert the following fhort cha- 
rafter of him in this refpeft, which hath been given in the twenty-fixth number of the 
World. c Among ourfelves, no writer has made fo happy and judicious a mixture 
c of plain and figurative terms, as Addifon, who was the firft that banifhed from the 
< Englifh, as Boileau from the French, every fpecies of bad eloquence and falfe wit, 
f and opened the gates of the temple of Tafte to his fellow-citizens/ In Somervile's 
Poems, there is a copy of verfes to Mr. Addifon, occafioned by his purchafing an eftate 
in Warwickfhire, in which he is elegantly and highly applauded both as a man and an 
en johnfon^ author (/). 

It hath been very properly fuggefted, that a complete edition of his Works, -accom- 
panied with fuitable notes and illuftrations, is yet wanted (k) : and there can be no (*) Cent. Mag. 
doubt but that fuch an edition, if executed with the attention and fidelity it deferves, uht ' u t ra * 
would be an acceptable prefent to the Public, 


Poetf f Vol. xlvii 
p. 174— J 79 


ADRIAN (De Castello), p. 69. 

With regard to the time of this Cardinal's deceafe, which, however, is uncertain, 
Ciaconius fays, that it was about the year 15 18, and Contelorius a Herts, that he died 
on the 1 6th of January, 15 26. Some writers relate, that the Cardinal, from the fear 
of being killed, fled into Thrace, as far as to Conftantinople, where he departed this 
(i) Richard- life in great obfeurity ( I). 

fin's Godwin dt 
Praefulitus, 
p, 386. Note. 

AKENSIDE (Mark), p. 107, 

In note [F], where Hutchefon the moral philofopher Is mentioned, his name, by a 
miftake of the revifer of the prefs, is mif-fpelt, Hutchinfon. 

As we have exprefled fome doubt concerning the authenticity of three pieces which are 
publifhcd as Dr. Akenfidc's, in Pearch's Colle<5tion, viz. Love, an elegy, a Britifo Phi- 
lippic, and a Hymn to Science •> it is neceflary to afTign the fatisfa&ory reafons which have 
been given us for afcribing them to our ingenious poet. Love, an elegy, was printed 
originally with the Ode on the Winter Solftice, and given to the Doctor's friends. It 
afterwards appeared in the firft edition of Dodfley's Colle&ion ; but was omitted in the 
fueceeding editions, by Dr. Akenfide's defire. In the Gentleman's Magazine there is 
fufficient evidence that the Britijh Philippic and the Hymn to Science we-re written by our 
(m) Gent. Ma B . ^uthor (./#). Whatever were the motives for leaving out thefe three pieces, in the 
vaTii-V^;. P ublication of his poetical works by Mr. Dyfon j when it is confidered that they were 
vol. ix. p. 554. compofed by Dr. Akenfide whilft he was very young[ they will be found to reflect no 
difcredit on his memory. The Britijlo Philippic and 'the Hymn to Science in particular, 
Well deferved to be inferted among the reft of his poems. There is reafon to believe 
that the Doftor wrote feveral other pieces in the Gentleman's Magazine, in the eafly 
part of his life. In the feventh volume of that Work, there is a poem, called the Vir- 
tuofo, in Imitation of Spenfer's Style and Stanza, which is dated from Newcaftle upon 
Tyne, figned Marcus, and faid to be the performance of one in his fixteenth year (»). (n} cent.Mig. 
Thefe circumftances apply fo exa&ly to Dr. Akenfide, that they ean fcarcely belong to VoK vii - p- *4*- 
any other perfon. In the fame volume we meet with two poems befides, which may, 
we doubt not, juftly be reckoned among our Author's youthful compofitions (0). (o) Ihid o 

The late Mr. Robert Lloyd, fpeaking of Homer's Hymns, which he had fome 44«. ' ' P ' 
thoughts of tranflating, fays, f they, who would form the jufteft idea of this fort of 
c compofition among the ancients, may be better informed, by perufing Dr. Akenfide's 

c moft 

1 


TO THE FIRST VOLUME. 


c mod: claflical hymn to the Naiads, than from any tranflation of Homer or Calliina- 
H??*\ t?0m c c ^us (p) 9 ' The fame writer concludes his Ode to Genius with the following lines : 

etic \ Works, v r y o 

Vol. U. p- 220. 

c Why fleep the fonsfof Genius now ? 

c Why, Wartons, refts the lyre unftrung ? 
• Dr. AkenHdc. < And Thou * bleft bard ! around whofe facred brow, 

c Great Pindar's delegated wreath is hung : 
c Arife, and fnatch the Majefty of Song 

* From Dulnefs' fervile tribe, and Art's unhallowed throng CatV ft) Llo - c ' ; ' 

fupra, p. If 5* 

ALCOCK (John), p. 120. 

i 

Among Wren's manufcript Collections, is the following curious memorial, concern- 
ing a long fermon preached by Bifhop Alcock, at St. Mary's, in Cambridge. 

c J. Alcock, divina gratia epifeopus Elienfis, prima die dominica, 1488, bonum 

* et blandum fermonem pnedicavit, in ecclefia B. Marias Cantabrig. qui incepit in hora 

* prima poft meridiem, et duravit in ho ram tertiam et ultra.' It appears, from our 
Prelate's article, that he fomctimes condefcended, even in his epifcopal character, to 
fport with his own name. Alexander Barklay the poet, in his third Ekloge, is prolix 
in his praifes of Alcock. After applauding, in feveral punning lines upon his name, 
his vigilance as a paftor, and celebrating the beautiful fepulchral chapel erected by him 
in his cathedral, Barklay thus reprefents the general lamentation for the death of this 
worthy Bifhop, and riles above himfelf, fays Mr. Warton, in defcribing the fympathy 
of the towers, arches, vaults, and images of Ely monaftery. 

c The pratie palace by him made in the fen, 

c The maides, widowes, the wives, and the men, 

c With deadly dolour were pearfed to the hearte, 

c When death conftrayn'd this fliepherd to departe. 

c Corne, grafle, and fieldes, mourned for wo and payne, 

c For oft his prayer for them obtayned rayne* 

c The plcafant floures for him faded eche one. ■ 

c The okes, elmcs : every fort of dere 

c Shrunke under (hadowes, abating all their chere. 

c The mightie walks of Ely monaftery, 

c The ftones, rockes, and towres fembably, 

c The marble pillours, and images eche one, 

c Swete all for forrowe, when this Cocke was gone (>V (j) Warton^ 

0 * ' H ftcryofEng- 

lifli Poetry, Vol. 
ii. p. 243—251. 

ALDRICH (Henry), p. 131. 

In the Remarks on Mr. Avifon's Effay on mufical Expreffion, underftood to have 
been written by the late Dr. Hayes, Profeffor of Mufic at Oxford, an account is given 
of the methods taken by Dr. Aldrich to have the choral fervice of his cathedral performed 
in the beft manner. In the firft place, he never admitted a boy choriftcr, unlefs he had 
been previously inftrufted, and had afforded fufficient proofs of his abilities. By this 
means there was always a complete fet, and a conftant fupply. For parents, being 
afiured that their children, if properly qualified, would be preferred as opportunity 
offered, were very felicitous to procure for them the neceffary inftru&ion. Secondly, 
in admitting a finging-man, or chaplain, the Doftor made it a rule to give the prefe- 
rence to one who had merited his favour in a lower capacity, provided he was fully 
equal to the duty of the higher ftation. By a ftrift obfervance of this method, there was 
not an ufelefs member in the choir, chaplains having an equal lhare, with the finging- 
men, in the choral duty. Neither was there, on this account, the lead grumbling or 
complaint : for the Dean himfelf fet a noble example to every perfon in his cathedral, 
by conftantly taking a part in all the fervices and anthems. Thirdly, in order to keep 
up the fpirit of mufic, and to promote fecial harmony, the whole body, on certain 
evenings in the week, attended Dr. Aldrich regularly at his lodgings ; where he not 
only appointed the pieces that fViould be performed, but afTifted in the performance. 
Animated by fuch a leader, fcarcely any of the band could be remifs or negligent. 
Laftly, the Dean's method of punifhing delinquents was as fingular as it was effectual. 
If one of the choir abfented himfelf, without affigning a fufficient reafon for it, he was 
excluded from being prefent at the next meeting: any who were tardy and came late, 
were allowed nothing to drink, excepting fmall beer. Such a mode of treatment had a 
better effeft than could have arifen from feverer mulfts and reprimands ; and, indeed, 
there was feldom occafion given for cenfure. To thefe mufical entertainments, a cer- 
tain number of the Noblemen and Gentlemen Commoners of the Doctor's College were 
conftantly invited. And, although to them it was chiefly matter of pleafure and amufe- 
Vol. II. d menr, 
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ment, they were as cautious of offending by abfence as a finging-man would have 

been ; and they were fubje&ed to the fame punifhment (s). a m Avifon^w^ 

Dr. Aldrich, in the more early part of his life, accompanied Sir Jofeph Williamfon I02 . 
to Cologn i a circumftance which might contribute to his fubfequent preferment (»). j^JJ^ 

moranda. 

A L L E I N (Richard), p. 143. 

Mr. Richard Allein is reprefented as having died when he was fomething more than 
fixty-four years of age. But if the dates of his birth and death, as given in his article, 
be true, he muft have been feventy at the time of his deceafe. 


(u ) Eflay on 
the Learning of 
Shakefpeare, 
p. 77. Note. 


• The Rev. Dr. 
Flexman, 


ALLEYN (Edward), p. 157. 

The manufcript of Mr. Edward Alleyn, fo often quoted in his article, hath, we are 
told, been loft by the careleffhefs of the Members of Dulwich College. If this be the 
cafe, the negled is very culpable. Perfons who are bountifully fupported by inftitutions 
of this kind, ought facredly to preferve whatever is written by, or relates to, their 
founders and benefactors. 

The letter under the name of George Peele, to one Matter Henrie Marie, relative 
to a difpute between Shakefpeare and Alleyne, which was compromifed by Ben Jon- 
fon, appears to be a forgery. In a periodical pamphlet, called, < The Theatrical Re- 
view,' the letter was pretended to be printed from the original manufcript, dated 1600. 
But Dr. Farmer, in his admirable and deciiive Eflay on the Learning of Shakefpeare, 
hath clearly fhewn, that George Peele muft have been dead, at the lateft, in 1598, 
if not before that time {w). 

ALLIX (Peter), p. 163. 

A learned friend* hath informed us, that befides the works 'which are mentioned in 
Dr. Allix's article, as having been written by him, he was the author of the following 
pieces. c Thefes Theological de ultimo Judicio.' Salmur. Quarto. 1660. As 
Dr. Allix could not, at this time, be twenty years of age, thefe might poffibly be no 
other than academical exercifes. f A Difcourfe concerning Penance.' Lond. Odlavo. 
1688. c An Hiftorical Difcourfe concerning the Neceflity of the Minifter's Intention 
c in adminiftring the Sacrament.' Octavo. 1688. € An Examination of the Scruples 
c of thofe who refufe to take the Oaths.' Quarto. 1689. c Animadverfions on Mr. 
c Hill's Vindication of the Primitive Fathers againft the Right Rev, Gilbert Bifhop of 
€ Sarum. In a Letter to a Perfon of Quality.' Quarto. 1695. 


(iv ) Lord I.yt- 
tchon'a mifceU 
laneous Works, 
Vol. i. p. 94.95. 
3d edition, 


AM HURST (Nicholas), p. 175. 

In Lord Lyttelton^ Works, we meet with the following account of the proceedings 
relative to Mr. Amhurft, on occafion of his publifhing the ironical letter in the name of 
Colley Gibber. f Some time after Chriftmas, 1737, Mr. Amhurft, hearing that a 
1 warrant from the Duke of Newcaftle was out againft him, furrendered himfelf to a 
c Mefienger, and was carried before his Grace to be examined. The crime imputed to 
c him was, that he was fufpefted to be the author of a paper fuf petted to be a libel. As 
c no proofs were alleged againft him, no witnefles produced, an examination of this 
€ kind could not laft long. As foon as it was over, he was told, that, the crime being 
€ bailable, he fhould be bailed, upon finding fufficient fureties to anfwer for his appear- 
c ance and trial : he gave bail for his appearance, but the other terms impofed upon 
1 him he abfolutely refufed. Upon that refufal he was remanded back to cuftody, and 
1 the next day brought his Habeas Corpus, and was then fet at liberty by confent, till the 
< twelve Judges fhould determine the queftion, Whether he was obliged to give bail for 
* his good behaviour, as well as for his appearance, before he was entitled to his 
c liberty.' 

As this determination, continues Lord Lyttelton, would have been the moft impor- 
tant to the liberty of every man in England, that perhaps the Judges ever gave, it was 
impatiently expe&ed and defired by the public. Several days were fixed for hearing 
counfel on both fides : but they were never heard, and the queftion was fuffered to re- 
main undetermined (w). 


AMORY (Thomas), p. 180. 

Dr. Amory's funeral fermon for Mr. Strong was not reprinted in the volume of Dif- 
courfes publiflied in 1758, but in the volume which came out after the Doctor's death • 
and his Forms of Devotion for the Clofet appeared firft in 1733. 

5 ANDREWS 


* 


TO THE FIRST VOLUME. 


fx] Nugre An- 
tiquae, Vol. i. 
p. 163—170. 

Edition of 1779' 


fa ) Supplement 
to Swift's 
Works, Vol. ii. 
p. 458. Oftavo. 


ANDREWS (Lancelot), p. 188. 

When Dr. Andrews was Dean of Weftrainfter* we are told, that he was particularly 
careful of the improvement of the fcholars ; that he often fupplied the place of the 
mafters for a whole week together ; that he ordered the leflbns to be given out of none 
but the moft clafllcal authors ; that he caufed the exercifes to be brought to him ; 
that he never went to Chifwick without two fcholars with him ; that he frequently fent 
for the uppermoft fcholars, and fpent whole evenings entirely in inftru&ing them ; and 
that he did all this in a very ftrift and exa&, though a mild and tender manner (y). 

In the Nuga Antique, lately publifhed, there is a character of Bifhop Andrews, by 
Sir John Harrington. In this character, the higheft encomium is given of him, agree- 
ably to all the accounts which we have of our eminent Prelate. Once, when Dr. An- 
drews had preached before Queen Elizabeth, Henry Noel, one of the greateft gallants 
of thofe times, fware as he was a gentleman, he never heard man fpeak with fuch a 
fpirit (2). 

ARBUTHNOT (John), p. 243. 

Mr. William Pate, the woollen-draper, by whom Dr. Arbuthnot was entertained on 
his firft coming to London, was himlelf a perfon of literature, as well as the friend of 
ingenious men. He was educated at Trinity Hall, Cambridge, where he took the de- 
gree of Bachelor of Laws * but, from a diflike to fubferiptions, he declined engaging 
in any learned profeffion. Applying to bufinefs, he became very eminent as a woollen- 
draper ; which trade he carried on in a houfe oppofite to the Royal Exchange. He was 
once drank to as Sheriff, but avoided ferving the office, by fome mode of valuing his 
property which enabled him to fwear off. He was commonly called the learned tradef- 
man - y and he lived in friendfhip with the principal wits and fcholars of his time. It 
appears, from the infeription on the portrait of Sir Kenelm Digby, at Oxford, that 
Mr. Pate was in bufinefs fo early as in 1692. He died on the 9th of December, 1746, 
in the 80th year of his age ; and there is, in the church-yard at Lee, in Kent, a Latin 
epitaph to his memory, in which he is celebrated for his ingenuity and learning, and for 
the politenefs and fweetnefs of his manners. Mr. Pate ordered the following apothegm 
to be inferibed upon his tomb-ftone : 

5 Epicharmian illud teneto, 
€ Nervos atque artes efle fapientise, 

c NON TEMERE CREDERE 

We have taken notice, in Dr. Arbuthnot's article, that the greateft partTof the pieces 
in the Collection called his * Miscellaneous Works/ were not written by him. It may 
here be added, that feveral of the productions in this fpurious, and, indeed, paltry pub- 
lication, were by Fielding, Harry Carey, and other writers who are known. Some of 
the TraCts were written after the Doctor's deccafe, or when he was too ill to compofe 
fuch trifles. Mr. Nichols intends to print a collection of Dr. Arbuthnot's genuine 
pieces, cleared of the rubbifh in which they have been buried. 


(y ) Widmore'fi 
Hilt, of Weft- 
minfter Abbey, 
p. 144. 

Hackefs Life of 
Dr. Williams, 
p. 45. 


ARTHUR, p. 269. 

King Arthur, as we learn from Dr. Borlafe, is faid to have been born at Tindagel 
Caftle in Cornwall : and in the country near that place, every thing that is grand, un- 
common, or inexplicable, is attributed to this Prince. There they have his hall, his 
bed, his way to church, and the like. The DoCtor is of opinion^ that thefe things 
ferve to a flu re us, that there was fuch a famous Prince j and he draws the fame conclu- 
fion from the tornb-ftone found in Glaftonbury church, even though it fhould bt al- 
lowed to be fuppofititious. In fhort, fays Dr. Borlafe, there was certainly fuch a per- 
fon 5 but it is not agreed in what year he was born, or whether he was the fon of Gor- 
lois or of Uter, or the fame perfon as Uter. Another thing, adds the DoCtor, may be 
aflerted of Arthur without doubt, that he was a valiant warrior and true Chriftian. As 
a proof of his being a great lover of Chriftianity, it is related, that when, in the be- 
ginning of his reign, he was obliged to allow to Cerdic the Saxon, Hampfhire, Surrey, 
Wiltfhire, Somerietlhire, Dorfetfhire, and part of Devonfhire and Cornwall, he took 
care, in the treaty, to provide for the religion of his native country, by ftipulating that 
Cerdic fhould permit to the Cornifli the free exercife of the Chriftian worfhip, upon the 
payment of an annual tribute. 

. Merlin, in his Prophefies, calls Arthur the Cdrnifh boar (Aper Cornuhia ) becaufe 
(I) BoHafc's he was born in maritimo Caftro Tindageh He reigned twenty- fix years, from 516 to 

Cornwall, p. 54 2 (^)- 
407, 408. 

**M7». AS CHAM 


ADDENDA and CORRIGENDA 

AS CHAM (Roger), p. 289. 

In the firft volume of the very valuable «« Mifcellaneous State Papers,' publiuSed in 
1778, is a letter of Roger Afcham's to Sir Richard Moryfon ; giving Sir Richard -an MiMUMm 
account of his communication with Monf. D'Arras, at Landau, Oct. 1, 1552(f). 

ous State Papers, 
p. 48—51. 

ASH MOLE (Elias), p. 307. 

Mr. Afhmole's account of himfelf, written by way of diary, was republiflied in 1774, 
together with William Lilly's Hiftory of his Life and Times. The Diary was, no 
doubt, of great ufe to our learned predeceffor, in afcertaining the dates and fafts in 
Mr. Afhmole's article ; but, otherwife, the publication of it reflects no credit on the 
underftanding of this famous Chemift and Antiquary. It is, indeed, minute to a de- 
gree that is completely ridiculous. Were we to recite fome particulars from it, 
they would make our readers laugh ; but then it would be wholly at Mr. Afhmole's 
expence. Mr. Bur man was very ill employed in printing the whole of the Diary ; and 
what are we to think of Dr. Plot's judgment, who could efteem it worthy of being all 
tranferibed with his own hand ? 


AS TELL (Mary), p. 314. 

The Divine, to hear whom Mrs. Aftell conftantly walked, every Sunday, from 
Chelfea to St. Martin's Church, was Dr. Trapp. 


A T K Y N S (Sir Robert, Senior), p. 329. 

The Pamphlet which Sir Robert Atkyns wrote againft the Power of the Court of 
Chancery, was publifhed in 1695. It was called, € An Enquiry into the JurifdiiSlion 
c of the Chancery in Caufes of Equity;' and there was annexed to it, c The Cafe of 
* Sir Robert Atkyns about a feparate Maintenance.' Folio. He was, likewife, the 
Author of a Traft, intitled, * The true and ancient Jurifdiction of the Houfe of Peers/ 
Folio, 1699. Neither of thefe pieces are printed in the Collection of his Trafts, 
which appeared in 1734. 


ATTERBURY (Francis), p. 348. 

We learn, from a letter of Dr. Swift's, dated January 12, 1708-9, that when Queen 
Anne thought fit to prorogue the Convocation, it was greatly to the difpleafure of Dr. 
Atterbury, who was # defigned to be Prolocutor, and raged at the dilappointment (d). (d) Swift's 

When the famous Dr. Sacheverel died, on the fifth of June 1724, he bequeathed, ™™£*> *<>i.xii* 
by Will, to our Prelate, then in exile, and who was fuppofed to have penned his de- edition! Hm ° 
fence for him, the fum of five hundred pounds (e). (e) Supplement 

The letter of Rilhop Atterbury to his fon, mentioned in p. 347, hath Been printed voli * 
in feveral collections. The name of the Btlhop's fon was not Obadiah, but Ofborae. 

Mr. Pope's fine Epitaph on our Prelate ought not to have been omitted. Whether 
the compliment paid to him be a juft one, is another queftion. 

c On Dr. Francis Atterbury, Bifliop of Rochefter ; who died in Exile at Paris 1732; 
f his only Daughter having expired in his Arms, immediately after ftie arrived in 
c France to fee him. 

DIALOGUE. 

She. c Yes, we have lived — one pang, and then we part ! 

f May Heaven, dear Father ! now have all thy heart. 

c Yet ah ! how much we loved, remember ftill, 

c Till you are duft like me. 
He. f Dear fhade ! I will : 

c Then mix this duft with thine — O fpotlefs ghoft ! 

c O more than fortune, friends, or country loft ! 

c Is there on earth, one care, one wifh befide ! 

€ Yes, Save my Country, Heav'n, he faid, and dy'd (b). f 


(f) Pope's 
Works, vol. ir, 

1776. 


AUBREY 
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TO THE FIRST VOLU M E, 

AUBREY (John), p. 

Though Aubrey gave eonfiderable affiftance to Anthony Wood, and they vCcrc 
greatly obliged to each other for their mutual literary communications, the friendfhip 
between them was neither ftrong nor durable. Wood, in his own Life, fpeaks of Mr. 
Aubrey in very difparaging terms. He calls him a Pretender to Antiquities ; and 
after giving an account of the origin of their acquaintance* of the gay appearance 
which Aubrey made at Oxford, and of his fubfequent poverty, Wood adds as follows : 
1 He was a fhiftlefs perlbn, roving and magotie-headed, and ibmetimes little better 
c than crafed. And being exceedingly credulous, would fluff his many letters fent to 
c A. W. with folliries, and mif-informations, which lbmetimes would guid him into 
* the paths of errour.1 

Befides the books and manufcripts of Mr. Aubrey, mentioned in his article, the 
following manufcripts are alfo depofited in the Mufeum at Oxford. i An Apparatus 
f for the Lives of our Englifh mathematical and other Writers/ c An Interpretation 
c of Villare Anglicanum.' f Defignatio de EaJtoU-piers in Com. Wilts.' c A Volume 
4 of Letters and other Papers of E. Afhmole's, relating chiefly to Dr. Dee and Sir 
e Edw. Kelley/ c Two Volumes of Letters from eminent Perfons to John Aubrey, 

eminent Ann- 1 ^ y 

qajries, vol.it. 

^aos-u* AYLMER (John), p. 393. 

In the Nugse Antique, there is a character of Bifhop Aylmer drawn up by Sir John 
Harrington j but it doth not appear to contain any new fadts (b). (*>) * v - 

° * A liq-'-p, vol. i. 
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BACON (Sir Nicholas), p. 448. 

The account which is given, p. 444, of the Lord Keeper's drawing upon him Queen 
Elizabeth's difpleafure, from his diflike to the title of the Queen of Scots, cannot, we 
think, be true. * The difcourfe/ mentioned in the note, p. 448, c upon certain 
* points touching the inheritance of the Crowa, conceived by Sir Anthony Brown, and 
c anfwered by Sir Nicholas Bacon/ was publifhed in 1723, by Nathaniel Boothe of 
Gray's-Inn, Efq; from the original manufcript. Now from this publication it deci- 
fively appears, that Sir Nicholas Bacon was a mofl ftrenuous aflertor of the title of the 
Queen of Scots, in oppofition to Sir Anthony Brown, who had contended for the right 
of the Houfe of Suffolk. 


BAKER (Thomas), p. 52^. 

The Life of Mr. Thomas Baker, drawn up by the late Dr. Zachary Grey, is now in 
the hands of a learned gentleman; but is not, we believe, intended to be publifhed, 
k is probable, however, that feveral particulars will be felefted from it, and commu- 
nicated to the world. Some of them will, perhaps, appear in the Anecdotes, biogra- 
phical and literary, of Mr. William Bowyer, which are defigned to be prefixed to the 
third edition of that eminent Printer's conjectural Obfervations on the New Teftament. 


BAKER (Henry), p. 528. 

Mr. Henry Bakef was a poetical Writer, in the early part of his life; In 1725, he 
publifhed 1 Original Poems, ferious and humourous/ Part the firft, O&avo. The 
fecond Part came out in 1726. Among thefe Poems there are faid to be fome Tales 
as witty and as loofe as Prior's. He was the Author, likewife* of c The Univerfe, a 
* Poem intended to reflrain the Pride of Man/ which has been feveral times reprinted. 
Another of his poetical publications was an c Invocation to Health (*)/ His account ajGetfomt 
of the Water Polype, which was originally publifhed in the Philofophical Tranfaftions, for J"'y *77** 
was afterwards enlarged into a feparate treatife, and hath gone through feveral editions^ P 

Mr. Baker's eldeft fon, Mr. David Erfkine Baker, was a young man of genius and 
learning. Having been adopted by an uncle, who was a filk-throwftcr in Spital-fields, 
he fucceeded his uncle in the bufinefs ; but wanted the prudence and attention which 
are neceflary to fecure profperity in trade. His fecond wife was the daughter of Mr. 
Clendon, a Reverend Empiric. Mr. Erfkine Baker wrote feveral occafional poems in 
the periodical collections, fome of which were much admired at the time. The Public is 
indebted to him for c The Companion to the Play-houfe/ in two Volumes, larno; a 
work which, though imperfeft, has eonfiderable merit, and fhews that he pofTefTed a 
very extenfive knowledge of our dramatic Authors (£). (kj it>;j. 


Vol. IL 


BALE 


ADDENDA and CORRIGENDA* 


BALE (John), p. 536. 

It is faid by Mr. Wallis, in c The natural Hiftory and Antiquities of Northumber- 
r land/ vol. ii. p. 390, that John Bale lived and ftudied at the abbey of Hulme in that 
county, of which fociety he was member. 

It appears from the extraft in Note [A ], that Bale was not fent to Jefus College in 
Oxford, but to Jefus College in Cambridge. 

BARCLAY (Alexander), p. 589. 


In the fecond Volume of Mr. Warton's Hiftory of Englifh Poetry, is a full acc 
of Alexander Barclay's ? Ship of Fooles/ and of his other poetical productions. 


(!) Hift. of 
Englifh Poetry, 
vol. ii, p. 240— 
256. 


account 

poetical productions. As 

this account was not publifhed when the firft Volume of the Biographia was printed, 
we could not avail ourfelves of it : and, at pre fent, it may fuffice to refer to a work, 
which either is or ought to be in the hands of every Antiquary, and of every man of 
tafte and literature (I). 


B A R L O W E (William), p. 604. 
In the Nugse Antique, there is a character of this Bifhop, by Sir John Harring- 


ton (m). 


C m) Vol. u p* 
123—129* 


BARNARD (Sir John), p. 61 5. 


When Mr. Beckford was rechofen Lord Mayor in 1769, a difpute arifing, in the 
Common Hall, on the propriety of his re-eleftion, it appeared, by the City Records, 
that Sir John Barnard had been chofen Lord Mayor a fecond time, in 1740. He was 
elected Prefident of Chrift's Hofpital in the fame year. 


(n) Familiar 
Letters which 
pafled between 
Abraham HiH, 
Efq; and feveral 
eminent and in- 
genious Per!" ins 
of the laft Cen- 
tury, p. 23 — 28. 


BARROW (Isaac), p. 638. 

In Mr. Abraham Hill's Letters, there is one from Dr. Barrow to that gentleman, 
dated Pera of Conftantinople, Dec. 17, 1,658, giving an account of the medals he had 
collected in the courfe of his Travels. From this account it appears, that the DoftoF 
was very learned in medallic fcience (#). 


BASSET (Fulk), p. 677. 
The marginal reference (/) to be expunged r 


TABLE of the LIVES 


CONTAINED IN THE 


SECOND VOLUME. 


[Thofe with this Mark prefixed are new Lives. Thofe with this Mark f 

have fome Addition made to them.] 


fiorn. Died* 

fage A. D. A. D. 
T> Athurst (Allen), Earl Bathurft, diftinguifhed Se- 

X3 nator, - - - 1684 1775 

8.f Batmanson (John), Divine, - - 1531 

8.f Baxter (Richard), Divine, - - 161 5 1691 

22. f Baxter (William), Critic, - 1650 1723 

24.%* Baxter (Andrew), Metaphyfician and Natural Phi- f 1686 / 

lofopher, - -• - - ^687] 

27. f Bayly (Lewis), Bifhop of Bangor, - - 1632 

27. Bayly (Thomas), Divine in the Seventeenth Century. ■ 

28. f Baynes (Sir Thomas), Phyfician, - - 1622 168 1 

30. %* Beale (Mary), Painter, - - - 1632 1697 

31. f Beaton (James), Archbifhop of St. Andrews, - ■ 1539 
37. f Beaton (David), Cardinal, - - 1494 l S4& 

56. Beaton (James), Archbifhop of Glafgow, - 1 1603 

61. f Beauchamp (Richard De), Earl of Warwick, - 1381 1439 

67. Beauchamp (Henry De), Duke of Warwick, - 1424 1445 

68. f Beauchamp ( John De), Baron of Kidderminfter, - 1320 1388 

70. Beauchamp (John De), Lord High Treasurer of England - 1475 

71. f Beauchamp (William De), Lord Bergavenny, - 1411 

72. Beaver (John), Hiftorian in the Fourteenth Century. ■■ ■ 

73. Beaufort (John), Earl of Somerfet, - — - 1410 

74. -}- Beaufort (Henry), Bifhop of Winchefter, and Cardinal, — 1447 

81. Beaufort (Joan), Queen of Scotland, - ■ 1446 

82. f Beaufort (Margaret), Countefs of Richmond, - 1441 1 509 

85. f Beaumont (Lewis), Bifhop of Durham, - - \ 1333 

86. f Beaumont (Sir John), Judge of the Common Pleas, and- 

Poet. 

[Beaumont! 'or* "J 

88. f Beaumont and Fletcher, Dramatic Poets, < eaumont j j 1615 

I Fletcher 1576 1625 

loo. f Becket (St. Thomas), Archbifhop of Canterbury, 1 119 1 171 

114. Beckington (Thomas), Bifhop of Bath and Wells, rr 1464-5 

r 672 

115.7 Beda, famous Englifh Monk, - - - j or I 735 

* 673 > 

i33.f Bedell (William), Bifhop of Kilmore .in Ireland, - 1570 1641 

141. Bederic (Henry), Divine in the Fourteenth Century. 

141. j- Behn (Aphara), Poetefs, - ■ 1689 

146.-)- Bek (Anthony), Bifhop of Durham, - - 1 310 

149. Bekinsau (John), Civilian, - - - 1559 

149. f Belcrave (Richard), Divine in the Fourteenth Century. 1 

150. Beling (Richard), Controverfial Writer, - - 1613 1677 

151-t Belmeis (Richard De), Bifhop of London, - > 11 27 

152. 1 Belmejs (Richard De), Bifhop of London, - ■ 1162 

153. Belmeys (John), Divine in the Twelfth Century. - - 

154. Benbow (John), Admiral, - ! 1650 1702 

166. Benbow (John), Seaman, Sou to Admiral Benbow. m 

167. Bendlowes (Edward), Poet, - - 1613 1686 

168. t Benedict (Bifcop), a famous Abbot, > - 690 
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TABLE OF THE LIVES 


Born. Died. 

Page A. D, A. D. 

170. t Benedict, Abbot of Peterborough, - * ■ 1200 

171 .f BenefielD (Sebaftian), Divine, - - 1559 l6 3° 

17 1. f Benignus (St.) Archbifhop of Armagh, in Ireland, 46s 

173. f Bennet (Henry), Earl of Arlington, Statefman, - 1618 1685 

1 93. Bennet (Chriflopher), Phyfician, - - i6ii 1655 

I93,f Bennet (Thomas), Divine, - - - 1673 ijiS 

201.%* Benson (George), Divine, - - 1699 1762 

208. BentMam (Thomas), Bifhop of Litchfield and Coventry, 1513 1578 

209. f Bentinck (William), Earl of Portland, Statefman, *7 0 9 

224. f Bentinck (Henry), Duke of Portland, - IJ26 

224.} Bentley (Richard), Divine and Critic, - - 1661-2 174 2 

247.%* Berkeley (George), Billiop of Cloyne, in Ireland, 1684 1753 

262, Bernard (Nicholas), Divine, - - - 1661 

263. Bernard (Edward), Aftronomer, Linguift, and Critic, 1638 1696-7 
267. f Bernardi (John), Military Officer, - 1657 1736 

274. %* Berners (Juliana), Learned Lady in the Fifteenth Century. > 

275. %* Berriman (William), Divine, - - 1688 1749-5° 
-77**** Bertheau (Charles), Divine, - - 1660 1732 

280. Bertie (Peregrine), Lord Willoughby of Ere/by, Warrior, 1601 

2&2. Bertie (Robert), Earl of Lindfey, Warrior, - 1582 1642 

285. Bertie (Montague), Earl of Lindfey, Warrior, - 1608 1666 

285. Berton (William), Divine in the Fifteenth Century. — 

286. f Betterton (Thomas), A£tor, - - 1635 1710 

2974 Betts (John), Phyfician in the Seventeenth Century. 

297. j Beveridge (William), Bifhop of St. Afaph, - 1638 1707-8 

301. Beverly (John of), Archbifhop of York, - - * 721 

302. f Biddle (John), Divine, - - - 161 5 1662 
309. f Bilson (Thomas), Bifhop of Winchefter, - - 1616 
312. f Bingham (Jofeph), Divine, - 1668 1723 
315.%* Birch (Thomas), Hiftorical and Biographical Writer, 1705 1766 
j24.f Birkenhead (Sir John), Political Author, - - 1615 1679 
326. Blackall (Offspring), Bifhop of Exeter, - - 1654 1716 

328.%* Blackmore (Sir Richard), Phyfician and Poet, - < • 1729 

335.%* Blackwell (Thomas), Critical and Hiftorical Writer, 1701 1757 

343. Blagrave (John), Mathematician, - - • 1611 

346.1 Blake (Robert), Admiral, - 1589 1657 

359*%* Blake (John Bradby), Botanift, - - 1745 1773 

36 1. f Blood (Thomas J, Adventurer, - - - 1628 1682 

372. Blount (John), Archbifhop of Canterbury, - - » 1248 

373. Blount (Richard), Bilhop of Exeter, - - — 1257 
373. f Blount (Charles), Earl of Devonfhire, Warrior, - 1563 1606 
376. Blount (Sir Henry), Miscellaneous Writer, - 1602 1682 
378. t Blount (Sir Thomas Pope), Critical Writer, and Natural 

Hiflorian* - - - - 1649 1697 

38o.f Blount (Charles), Controverfial Writer, - - 1654 1693 

386. Boadicea, Britifh Queen in the Firfl Century. - ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ 

388.1 Bodley (Sir Thomas), AmbafTador; and Encourager of 

Learning, - - - 1544 16 12 

393. Bodley (Laurence), Divine, - - 1546 1615 

393. Bodley (Sir Jofias), Warrior, - - - ■ - 

394. Boethius (Hedtor), Scotch Hiflorian, - - 1470 1 550 

396. f Bolton (Edmund), Antiquary in the Seventeenth Century. — ■ 

400. Bond (John), Grammarian, - » ■ - - 161 2 

/ 400. Bonnell (James), Devout Writer, - - 1653 1699 

402. f Bonner (Edmund), Bifhop of London, - - m • - 1569 

408. \* Booth (Henry), Earl of Warrington, diflinguifhed Senator, 1651 1693-4 

413. t Booth (Barton), Adlor f - - 1681 1733 

421.%* Borlase (William), Antiquary and Natural Hiflorian, 1695-6 1772 

426.%* Bott (Thomas), Divine, - 1688 1754 

429. f Boulter (Hugh), Archbifhop of Armagh, in Ireland - k 1742 

436. f Bourchier (William), Archbifhop of Canterbury, - * i486 

439-*** Bowyer (William), Learned Printer, - - 1699 1777 

448. f Boyd (Robert), Lord Boyd, Statefman,, - r 1470 

455**** Boyd (Mark Alexander), Latin Poet, - - 1562 1601 

459. t Boyle (Richard), Great Earl of Cork, - - 1566 1643 

471. Boyle (Richard), Firfl Earl of Burlington, - - 161 2 1697-8 

474.| Boyle (Roger), Earl of Orrery, Statefman and Writer, 1621 1679 

493.f Boyle (Robert), Philofopher, - 1626-7 1691 

516. f Boyle (Charles), Earl of Orrery, Polite Writer, - 1676 v 31 
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IN THE SECOND VOLUME. 


Born. Died. 

Page. A, D. A. D. 

519.%* Boyle (John;, Earl of Cork and Orrery, Polite Writer, 1706-7 1762 

527.1 Boyse (John), Divine, - 1560 1643 

53 1 -*** Boyse (Jofeph), Divine, - 1659-60 1728 

533-*** Boyse (Samuel), Poetical Writer, - 1708 1749 

537. f Bracton (Henry De), Lawyer and Judge in the Thirteenth 

539. Bradford (John), Martyr, - 1555 

556.%* Bradley (James), Aftronomer, - - 1692 1762 

562^ Brady (Robert), Hiftorian and Phyfician, - 1700 

564. f Brady (Nicholas), Divine, - - - 1659 1726 

565.1 Bramhall (John), Archbifhop of Armagh, - 1593 1663 

572. * # * Bray (Sir Reginald), Statefman, - 1503 

574-t Bray (Thomas), Divine, - - 1656 1730 

584. Brent (Sir Nathaniel), Writer, - - 1573 1652 

584. Brevint (Daniel), Divine, - - 1695 

586. f Briggs (Henry), Mathematician, - - 1556 1630 

589.1 Briggs (William), Phyfician, - - 1642 1704 

59 1 -*** Brindley (James), Mechanic and Engineer, - 17 16 1772 

604.%* Brouchton (Hugh), Divine, - - 1549 16 12 

613-! Brouncker (Sir William), Mathematician, - 1620 1684 

615-! Brown (Robert), Divine, - - 1630 

622. f Browne (George), Archbilhop of Dublin, - 1556 

624.%* Browne (William), Poet, - 1590 1645 

627. f Browne (Sir Thomas), Phyfician, - 1605 1682 

638.-)- Browne (Edward), Phyfician, _ _ - ^42 1708 

641.%* Browne (Simon), Divine, - - 1680 1732 

647. * # * Browne (Ifaac Hawkins), Poet, - - 1705-6 1760 

^53'*** Brown (John), Various Writer, - - 1715 1766 

674.-]- Brownrig (Ralph), Bifhop of Exeter, - - 1592 1659 

676. f Buc (George), Antiquary; in the feventeenth Century. ■ - . 

678-*** Buchanan (George), Poet and Hiftorian, - - 1506 1582 

688.%* Budgell (Euftace), Milcellaneous Writer, - - 1685 1737 

693. -j- Bull (John), Mufician, - - 1563 ■ 

695. t Bull (George), Bifhop of St. David's, - * 1634 1709-10 
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O F T H E 


Moft eminent PERSONS 


Who have flourifhed in 


GREAT-BRITAIN, and IRELAND, 


From the earlieft Ages, down to the prefent Times. 


• In this a. tide, 
the writer is in- 
debted, in feveral 
refpett-, to the 
prefent £arl Ba- 
thurft, and to 
George Lewis 
Scott; Efq, 


(i) Jacob's 
Complete Eng« 
lifh Peerage, 
Vol, ii a p. 507, 



ATHURST* (Allen) Earl Bathurft, a nobleman of diftinguiflied 
abilities in the prefent century, was born in St. James's Square, Weftmin- 
fter, on the 1 6th day of November, in the year 1684 (a). His father ( a ) From the 
was Sir Benjamin Bathurft [/f], of Pauler's Perry, Northamptonfhire ; ^ d j^ icm of 

and 


His father was Sir Benjamin Bathurft.} Ac- 
Cording to Mr. Jacob, in his Peerage, there is reafon 
to prefume that the family of Bathurft was of great 
antiquity in Luneburg, where its anceftors were 
fcated. The fpot of their refidence, he fays, was 
called Batters, whence they, according to the cuf- 
tom of thofe days, were denominated- De Batters ; 
and one or two of them coming into England in the 
time of the Saxons, gained a fettlement in SufTex, 
which they named Batters Hurft, i. e. Batter's Grove. 
This appellation was, at length, fhortened to Ba- 
thurft ; and the wood upon the fpot ftill retains the 
name of Bathurft Wood. How long the eftate had 
been in the. family, cannot now be afcertained : but 
it appears that Lawrence Bathurft, in whofe pofTef- 
jion it was, was deprived of it, in confequence of 
the difputes between the houfes of York and Lan- 
eafter. His father, Lawrence, who had engaged in 
the caufe of Henry the Sixth, had loft his life in the 
battle of St. Albans, in 1461 ; and his fon adhering 
to the fame caufe, Edward the Fourth took from him 
his ancient inheritance, and gave it to Battle Abbey, 
which was in the fame neighbourhood (1). Law- 
rence Bathurft, however, ftill retained certain lands 
belono-ing to the family, in Staplehurft, Canterbury, 
and (franebrook, all in Kent; and making Crane- 
brook his chief feat, pa/Ted the remainder of his days 
in tranquility. This Lawrence Bathurft left iflue 
three fons, Edward, Robert, and John. Edward, 
who was the anceftor to Earl Bathurft, was fettled at 
Staplehurft; and, among other children, had iffue 
Lancelot Bathurft, Efq; who became an Alderman of 
the city of London, and who, in the beginning of 
Queen Elizabeth's reign, was pofTelled of the manor 
6f Francks, in the county of Kent, where he built a 
large manfion-houfe, and departed this life on Sep- 
tember 27th, 1594, aged 65. By his wife Judith, 
who was daughter of Richard Randolph, of London, 
Vol. II. 
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he had four fons, Randolph, Lancelot, Edward, and 
George ; and three daughters, Elizabeth, Mary, 
and Sufan. George, the youngeft of thefe fons, 
married, in the year 1610, Elizabeth Villiers, 
daughter and co-heir of Edward Villiers of Hovv- 
thorpe, in the county of Northampton, Efq; grand- 
fon and heir of Edward Villiers, Efq; who died 
feifed of the manor of Howthorpe, &c. and was fifth 
fon of Sir John Villiers of Brookelby, Knt. grand- 
father to Sir George Villiers, father to George Duke 
of Buckingham (2). This George Bathurft, in right (2) Ibid. Col- 
of his wife, became poife/fed of the manor of How- Kns's Peerage, 
thorpe, and had ilTue thirteen fons and four daugh- v ? 1 -_ v !!' P- *9§ J 
ters, as hath been mentioned in Note [J] of the 
preceding article. Sir Benjamin Bathurft, the 
youngeft of thofe fons of George Bathurit who fur- 
vived their father, was eledled, in the reign of King 
Charles the Second, Governor of the Royal African 
Company, under his Royal Highnefs James Duke of 
York. He was alfo Governor of the Eaft-India 
Company, in the years 1688 and 1689. On the 
eftabliihment of the family of the Princefs Anne of 
Denmark, he was appointed Treafurer of her houfe- 
hold ; and, upon her acceflion to the throne, was 
conftituted Cofferer. On the 18th of Auguft, 170-* 
the d egree of Doctor of Laws was conferred upon 
him, when he attended her Majefty, on her viiit to 
the univerfity of Oxford. In the next year, when 
the Duke of Marlborough, together with the Elector 
of Hanover, afterwards King George the Firft, was 
chofen a knight companion of the moft noble order 
of the Garter, Sir Benjamin Bathurft was his Grace's 
proxy at the inftalment, the Duke being at that time 
beyond the feas. Sir Benjamin, who died on the 
27th of April, 1704, and was buried at Pauler's- 
perry in Northamptonshire, left iftue, beJides the 
noble Lord who is the fubjett of the prefent article 
and a daughter Anne, two younger fons, Peter and 
5 Benjamin* 


\ 


2 BATHURST. 

and his mother, Frances, was daughter of Sir Alien Apfley, of Apfley, in Suflcx, Knight 
rijColKns'a [b) [B\. After having gone through a proper courfe of grammatical education, 
lTf 9 Z oU he was entered, when fifteen years of age, in Trinity College, Oxford, of which his 
, 97 . 4 th Edit. unc ]e, the celebrated Dean Bathurft, of whom an account has been given in the pre- 
( c) waWa ceding article, was prefident (c). From the dire&ions, example, and encouragement ot 
Tiaa fo eminent and polite a fcholar, Mr. Bathurft could not fail of highly increafing, it he 
' did not then firft acquire, that elegance of tafle which accompanied him through all his 
future life. Nor were his ftudies confined merely to iubjeds of claflical literature : he 
applied himfelf, likewiie, to thole parts of knowledge which were calculated to make 
^Annual him appear with great advantage in the world, as a fenator and a ftatefman (d). Being 
17*75, "d Part, thus accomplifhed, he was early called out to the fervice of his country. In i 05, 
P' 2 ^' when he was but juft come of age, he was chofen repreientative for the borough of Ci- 

rencefter, in Gloucefterfhire-, which borough he ferved, with integrity and reputation, 
during two parliaments [C]. Though he entered fo young into the Houfe of Commons, 
it is faid that he particularly diftinguiflied himfelf in the ftruggles and debates relative to 
the union between the two kingdoms, and that he firmly fupported a meafure which was 
fo well calculated to ftrengthen the vigour of government, by uniting its force. It is 
farther afferted, that though he was contented to aft a fubordinate character in the great 
oppofition, planned by Mr. Harley and Mr. St. John, his intimate friends, to fap the cre- 
dit of the Duke of Marlborough and his adherents, he was of infinite fervice to his party, 
by arraigning, with fpirit and eloquence, the conduft of the General and the Earl of Go- 
(e) ibid. dolphin (t'). We have not, however, been able to meet with any traces of the fpeeches 
delivered by him on thefe interefling occafions. But as the hiftories of the parliamentary 
proceedings, in the reign of Queen Anne, are remarkably defedlive in their accounts of the 
public fpeakers of that period, it cannot certainly be inferred, from their filence with refpedt 
to Mr. Bathurft, that he did not exert himfelf in the manner above defcribed. His zeal for 
his political principles did not render him infenfible to the merit of thofe who were of op- 
pofite fentiments. He maintained, in particular, an high and invariable perfonal regard for 
Lord Somers \ and when that great man was diverted of his office, he behaved with fuch 
tendernefs and delicacy towards him, that he preferved his lordfhip's efteem and friend- 
CfJ ?M* fhip (f). It is obfervable, and is a proof of Mr. Bathurft's having adted from conviftion, 
and not from interefted views, that, amidft the numerous changes which were made 
after the diflblution of the Whig miniftry, he accepted of no place from Government. 
Confidering his abilities, his aftivity, and his intimate connexions with the principal 
Tories, it is highly probable that he might, if he had chofen it, have been railed to 
ibme advantageous and honourable poft. His merit, however, did not go unrewarded, 
though not in a lucrative way ; for, in the 10th year of Queen Anne's reign, her Ma- 
jefty was pleafed, by letters patent, dated the 31ft of December, 171 1, to advance him 
to the dignity of a peer of Great Britain, by the ftile and title of Lord Bathurft, Baron 
^; Collin?, ^ Bathurft of Battlefden, in the county of Bedford (g). This was at that memorable pe- 
riod, in which the adminiftration, to obtain a majority in the Upper Houfe, brought 
twelve new lords into that houfe in one day [D]. But whatever might be the particular 
views of Government, it cannot be denied that the antiquity and loyalty of Mr. 

Bathurft's 

Benjamin. Peter was fettled at Clarendon Park in which met on the 16th of November, 1708, Mr. 
Wiltmire, and Benjamin at Lydney in Gloucefter- Bathurft was again returned for the fame borough, 
mire. Both thefe gentlemen were feveral times re- He doth not appear to have been a member of the 
prefentatives in parliament for different cities and new parliament which was called in 1710(7). It is ^ ^ f 
boroughs, and were each of them twice married, poffible, that having at that time a view to the peer- ,56. 
They had, by their refpeclive ladies, many children, age, he might decline being elected. It (houid have 
and left a numerous pofterity. Peter died on May the been mentioned, in the note [A], that Sir Benjamin 
6th, 1748, and Benjamin on the 5th of November, Bathurft had ferved in two parliaments : in that which 

(3} JacoVsand 1767/3). For a more particular account of thefe, was fummoned in the firft year of King James the 
and the ° ther k ] ' anclles °f tne B atnur ft family, re- Second, and in the firft parliament of Queen Anne. 

j t ts, u ijupra. cour f e may Dc had to the peerages ; ourdefign having In the former cafe, he was reprefentative for Beral- 
only been to trace the direct lineage of the noble Earl fton, Devonlhire, and in the latter, for New Rom- 
concerning whom we are now treating. ney, Kent (8). ^ j^j 

[B] Sir Allen Ap/ley, of Apjley, in Sujex.] Sir [/)] Brought twelve new lords into that koufe in one 19, 
Allen Apfley, who married Frances, daughter and day.} The peers created on this memorable occafion, 
heir of John Petre, of Bowkay, in Devonlhire, Efq; were, 1. James Lord Compton, eldeft fon to George 
of the family of the Lord Petre, was Falconer to Earl of Northampton. 2. Charles Lord Bruce, 
King Charles the Second, and Treafurer of. the eldeft fon to Thomas Earl of Ailefbury. Thefe two 
Houfehold and Receiver-General to James Duke of were called up to the Houfe of Lords by writ. The 
York. He died in St. James's Square on the 15th reft were created by letters patent, bearing date on 

(4) b'd. of October, 1683 (4). In the long parliament of the fame day, (Dec. 31, 171 1) and were as follows. 

Charles the Second, he had been member for the 3. George Henry Hay, Efq; (VifcountDupplin, and 

1$) Chandler's borough of Thetford in Norfolk (5). fon to the Earl of Kinnoul in Scotland) one of the 

Debates Vol. v. [C] During two parliaments.] In the account of four Tellers of the Receipt of her Majcfty's Exche- 

/sprcnJn, pi j 3* Lord Bathurft, which is given in the Annual Regifter, quer, Baron Hay of Pedwariin, in the county of He- 
it is faid, that he ferved in parliament for the bo- reford. 4. Thomas Lord Vifcount Windfdr, of the 
rough of Cirenfefter, at the requcft of his father Sir kingdom of Ireland, Baron Mountjoy of the Ifle of 
Benjamin Bathurft, and the folicitations of his confti- Wight, in the county of Southampton. 5. Henry 
tuents. But if his father died in April 1704, as the Paget, Efq; fon and heir apparent of William Lord 
peerages agree, what is faid of Sir Benjamin cannot be Paget, Baron Burton, of Burton, in the county of 
true; fince his fon was not brought into the Houfe of Stafford. 6. Sir Thomas Manfel, of Margam, in 

(b)IiiJ. p. 136. Commons till the year 1705 (6). In the parliament the county of Glamorgan, Baronet, Baron Manfel 
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Baihurft's family, the long fervices of his father, his own large fortune, and his eminent 
talents, rendered him a proper gbjedt of the peerage. In the confufion which prevailed 
at Court, on the removal of the Karl of Oxford from the poll: of Lord High Treafurer 
(#), when it was defigntd to puc the Treaiury into commitfion, Lord Bathurft, among 
others, was thought of, upon that occafion (/). But it is probable that his lordiliip, 
who had hitherto declined receiving any place of profit from the Crown, would not ac- 
cept of a precarious employment in fo critical a fituation of public affairs. Upon the 
acceffion of King George the Firft, when Lord Bathurft's political friends were in dii- 
grace, and fome of them expofed to the profecution of Government, his attachment to 
them continued firm and unchangeable. As he was one of thole who believed that the 
proceedings againft them were fevere and vindictive, heexpreffed, we are told, with indig- 
nation and eloquence, his difapprobation of thefe proceedings ; and he obferved that the 
king of a faction was only the fovereign of half his fubje&s (*). Though none of the 
fpeeches made by him at this period are recorded, we find, from his uniting in the pro- 
tefts againft the adts of the attainder of Lord Bolingbroke and the Duke of Oniiond (/), 
that he was zealous in the defence of his noble friends (/»). It is fcarcely neceffary to 
add, that he oppofed the profecution of the Earl of Oxford, and that he joined in the 
unanimous acquittal of that eminent ftatefman (»). When the famous feptennial ad 
was brought into the Houfe of Peers, Lord Bathurft, upon the fecond reading of it 
(April 14, 1716), voted againft its being committed \ and, in conjunction with thirty 
members of that Houfe, entered his reafons for diffenting from a bill, which, for the 
lake of avoiding fome prefent difficulties and dangers, made a great and permanent 
breach in the Eflglifh conftitution of government (<?) [£]. The firft inftance we meet 
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of Margam, in the county of Glamorgan aforefaid. 
7. Sir Thomas Willoughby, of Wollaton-hall in 
Nottinghamfhire, Baronet," Baron Middleton, of 
jMiddleton, in the county of Warwick. 8. Sir Tho- 
mas Trevor, Knight, Chief Juftice of her Majefty's 
Court of Common Pleas, Baron Trevor of Bromham, 
in the county of Bedford. 9. George Granville, of 
Stow, in the county of Cornwall, Efq; Baron 
Landefdowne of Biddeford, in the county of Devon, 
ic. Samuel Mafham, of Oates, in the" county of 
EfTex, Baron Malham of Oates, in the county of 
EfTex aforefaid. 11. Thomas Foley, of Witley, in 
the county of Worcefter, Efq; Baron Foley of Kid- 
derm in Iter, in the faid county. And, \z. Allen 
Bathurft, Efq; as mentioned in the text (9). 

[£] In the Englijh conftitution of government.} 

* The flight of the Pretender, fays Mrs. Macaulay, 
c the fudden extinction of the rebellion in Scotland, 

* and ;he general fubmiffion of the people in Eng- 

* land, rendered it totally ufelefs to lay even a tem- 

* porary reftraint on any even of the lefTer privileges 
1 of the fubjedl ; but the prefent opportunity of di- 

* miniihing that fmall portion of democracy, which 

* on more than one occafion had curbed the incroach- 

* ments of royalty, and preferved the freedom of the 

* conftitution, was too favourable to be loft. On 

* the 10th of April, 1716, the Duke of Devonfhire 

* propofed in the Houfe of Lords, a bill for enlarging 

* the continuance of parliament, and was feconded 
' by the Earls of Dorfet and Rockingham, the Lord 

* Townfhend, and all the chiefs of the Whig faction. 

* It was oppofed by the Earls of Nottingham, Abing- 

* don, and Poulet : but important as was the fub- 

* jeel: of the bill, weighty as were the arguments, 

* and obvious as were the reafons, urged againft its 

* neceffity, expedience, or ufe, and alfo on the ma- 
' nifeft evils which muft attend it, the arguments 

* ferved only to form a fhort debate, and the bill 

* pafled by a large majority, twelve Peers only en- 

* tering their proteft againft it. It met with the fame 

* fuccefs in the lower Houfe ; and thus the conftitu- 
' tion, from its miftaken or pretended friends, re- 
' ceived a mere fatal injury than it had ever received 

* by all the incroachments of power from the fatal 

* period of the conqueft to the prefent times (io),' 
Though we agree with our celebrated female hifto- 
rian, in difapproving of the feptennial acl, we think, 
nevertlielefs, that Ihe hath exprefled herfelf fome- 
what too ftrongly in the preceding quotation. The 
leaders of the Whigs, in propofing the bill, feem 
rather to have acted from their fears, than from a 
fettled defign of injuring the conftitution. They 
were fo alarmed" at the apprehenfion of having a Tory 
and Jacobite parliament, and fo afraid of the dangers 
which might thence refult to the government, that 
they ventured upon a meafure which no principles of 
expedience, no impending difficulties could juftify. 
Their conduct, however, was more fatal in its effects, 
than criminal in its intentions. It may, likewife, be 
queftioned, whether the feptennial aft was more in- 


jurious to the conftitution, than all the encroach- 
ments of power from the conqueft to the prefent times. 

But we have not quoted the above paflage fo much 
with a view of criticillng its fentiments, as to point 
out the mifcakes it is guilty of, in the account it 
gives of the progrefs of the bill. The act was cer- 
tainly oppofed in a much ftronger manner than Mrs. 
Macaulay has reprefented. When it was firft propofed 
by the Duke of Devonfhire, feveral lords were for 
putting off the reading of it to another time, and 
moved that it might lie fome days upon the table. 
On the 14th of April, when the queftion was put, 
whether the bill fhould be committed, a warm and 
long debate enfued ; in which the Earl of Abingdon, 
Earl Poulet, Lord Trevor, the Duke of Buckingham. 
Lord Ferrers, the Earl of Aylesford, the Earl of 
Peterborough, the Earl of Nottingham, the Duke of 
Shrewfbury, and the Earl of Anglefea, fpoke againft 
it with great ftrength of reafon. The debate lafted 
five hours, and the commitment of the bill was car- 
ried by a majority of only ninety-fix to fixty-one 
votes ; fo that, confidering the influence which the 
Court necefiarily has upon all fuch occafions, the mi- 
nority was very refpectable. Of this minority thirty- 
one lords entered their proteft. When, on the 16th 
of April, the bill came to be confidered in a Com- 
mittee of the whole Houfe, it was debated as warmly 
as before ; and upon a divifion, whether it fhould be 
reported, there were feventy-four* voices on the affir- 
mative, and thirty-nine on the negative fide of the 
queftion. Two days after, on the third reading of 
the act, there arofe a frefh debate. It appears, there- 
fore, that it was oppofed in every ftage ; and when, 
at length, it was pafled by fixty-nine voices againft 
thirty-fix, twenty-four lords protefted againft it (11). 
We fee, then, how imperfect and miftaken Mrs. 
Macaulay is, in her account of this tran faction. The 
writer of the prefent article, who hath a fincere per- 
sonal friendfhip for her, and who reveres her genius 
and integrity, is filled with regret, that lhe fhould be 
feduced from the legitimate mode of writing hiftorv, 
to the doing of it in that more defultory manner which 
fhe hath practifed in her Letters to Dr. Wilfon. In her 
former work, even thofe who did not always approve 
of her fentiments and reflexions, could net but ap- 
plaud the perfpicuity of her narration, the accuracy 
of her facts, and the preci/ion and authenticity of her 
teftimonies. In her late performance, it cannot be 
denied that the fame excellencies are not fo apparent,; 
But, on the other hand, it may he alleged in her 
behalf, that any deficiencies in thefe refpects are, in a 
great meafure, atoned for by the acutenefs and fa^a- 
city of many of hep remarks and observations. , The 
oppofition to the feptennial act was not confined to 
the Houfe of Lords. It was carried on with equal, 
if not Superior, warmth an 1 vigour in the Houie of 
Commons ; and as the debates upon the fubject in 
that Houfe, are better preferved, they will be found 
worthy of peculiar attention (12). 

with, 
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with, in the common accounts of the tranfaftions of the times, of his fpeaking jn the 
parliamentary debates, occurs with regard to the bill for punifhing mutiny and delation. 
This was on the 21ft of February 1717-18 (p) \ and from that period, for the fpace of 
five and twenty years, we (hall find that he took an aflive and diftinguiftied part in every 
important matter which came before the Upper Houfe \ and that he was one of the mo ft 
eminent leaders in that Houfe, of the warm, vigorous, and perfevering oppofition which 
was .carried on againft the meafures of the Court, and efpecially againft Sir Robert Wal- 
pole's adminiftration. Some of the more remarkable occafions upon which he diftin* 
guifhed himfelf, will be mentioned in this place ; and the reft (hall hereafter be referred to in 
a note. In the debate (q) on the bill, for granting to the people called Qucfkers fuch 
form of affirmation or declaration* as may remove the difficulties many of them lie under* Lord 
Bathurft ipoke for the fecond reading of it, though it had been oppofed by fome of his 
»- friends, with whom he was ufually connected in parliamentary queftions (r). However, 
he united with the fame friends in fupporting the Archbifhop of York's (s) motion, that g;^SlrWil&# 
the petition of the London clergy againft the bill fhould be received and read ; and when 
the petition was reje&ed, he was one of the lords who entered their proteft upon that cc- 
cafion but he did not join in the proteft that was made againft the patting of the ad (/). nJ 'no.** 
In the whole proceedings againft Dr. Atterbury, Lord Bathurft was a zealous advocate 2 ° 9 ~ 21 * 
for that ingenious and celebrated prelate ; and, on the third reading of the bill (May 15, 
1723) for infixing pains and penalties on the Bifhop, diftinguiihed himfelf in a very ex- 
traordinary manner. His lordfhip took notice of the ungracious diftinftions that weie 
fixed on the members of the Houfe of Peers, who differed in opinion from thofe who 
happened to have the majority 5 and obferved, that, for his part, as he had nothing in 
view but truth and juftice, the good of his country, the honour of that Houfe, and the 
difcharge of his own confeience, he would freely fpeak his thoughts, notwithttanding all 
difcouragements. He would not, he faid, complain of the finifter arts that had been 
ufed of late to render fome perfons obnoxious, and, under pretence of their being fo, by 
opening their letters about their minuteft domeftic affairs \ for thefe fmall grievances he 
could eafily bear : but when he faw things go fo far as to condemn a perfon of the 
higheft dignity in the church, in fuch an unprecedented manner, and without any legal 
evidence, he thought it his duty to oppofe a proceeding fo unjuft and unwarrantable in 
itfelf, and fo dangerous and difrnal in its confequences. To this purpofe, he begged 
leave to tell their lordfhips a ftory he had from fcveral officers of undoubted credit, that 
ferved in Flanders, in the late war. fc A Frenchman, it feems, had invented a machine, 
4 which would not only kill more men at once than any yet in ufe, but alfo difabie for 
* ever any man that fhould be wounded by it. Big with the hopes of a great reward, he 
c applied to one of the minifters, who laid his projedt before the late French King but 
c that monarch, confidering that fo deftruftive an engine might foon be turned againft 
6 his own men, did not think proper to encourage it : whereupon the inventor came over 
4 into England, and offered his fervice to fome of our generals, who likewife rtje&ed the 
4 propofal with indignation.' The ufe and application of this ftory, added Lord Bathurft, 
is very obvious : for if this way of proceeding be admitted, it will certainly prove a very 
dangerous engine. No man's life, liberty, or property will be fafe : and if thole, who 
were in the adminiftration fome years ago, and who had as great a fhare in the affeftions 
of the people a^any that came after them, had made ufe of fuch a political machine, 
fome of thofe noble perfons, who now appear fo felicitous promoters of this bill, would 
not be in a capacity to ferve his Majefty at this time. His lordfhip farther faid, that if 
fuch extraordinary proceedings went on, he faw nothing remaining for him, and others to 
do, but to retire to their country houfes, and there, if pofiible, quietly enjoy their eftates, 
within their own families, fince the leaft correfpondence, the leaft intercepted letter, 
might be made criminal. In ftipport of this reafoning, Lord Bathurft quoted a pafla^e 
out of Cardinal de Retz's Memoirs, relating to that wicked politician, Cardinal Maza- 
rine, who boafted, c that if he had but two lines of a man's writing, with a few circum- 
4 ftances attefted by witnefies, he would cut off his head when he pleafed.' His lordfhip 
alfo feverely animadverted on the majority of the venerable bench of Bifliops, turning 
himfelf towards which, he faid, that he could hardly account for the inveterate c hatred 
4 and malice fome perfons bore the learned and ingenious Bifliop of Rochefter, unlefs it 
4 were that they were intoxicated with the infatuation of fome of the wild Indians, who 
4 fondly believe they inherit not only the fpoils, but even the abilities of any great enemy 
4 they kill («).* On the 24th of January 1726-7, Lord Bathurft opened the debate on 
the King's fpeech. As there was, at that time, a profpeft of a war with Spain, on ac- 
count of the treaties of peace and commerce which had been concluded between that Crown 
and the Emperor of Germany, his lordfhip, who did not fee any juft reafon for a rupture 
with the Spanifh court, declared, towards the conclufion of his fpeech, that he was nei- 
ther a Spaniard nor a Frenchman, but a true Englifhman ; and that, as ltfhg as he had 
the honour to fit in that Houfe, he would fpeak and aft for the good of his country. 
He added, that he would fum up all, wjth earneftly defiring their lordfhips ferioufly to 
confiderthe matter before them, which was of the laft confequence and importance to the 
nation. \ What, faid he, can we get by the war, if it be a fuccefsful one ? I'll fay it in 
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(a ) Hiftory and 
Proceedings of 
the Houfe of 
Lords, ubi fupra, 
p. 84, 85. 

(b) March 6, 
173^*3- 


(c) Ibid. 
6S— in. 


(e) Ibid. p. 
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* one word, Nothing. What can we lofe if it be unprofperous ? I'll fay it in one word, 
c in a fyllable, All (™).' When the bill againft permitting penfioners to fit in the Houfe («>) uu. r 
of Commons, was debated on tfie 20th of February 1 730-1, our noble Lord, in con- *5 6 — 45*- 
junftion with the Earl of Winchelfea, Lord Carteret, and the Earl of Strafford, ftrenu- 
oufly fupported the bill, in oppofition to the Duke of Newcaftle, the Duke of Argyle, 
the Earl of Hay, and the Biftiop of Bangor (Dr. Sherlock) ; the laft of whom rendered 
himfeff very remarkable, and, indeed, gave great offence by the fpeech which he deli- 
vered on the occafion (x). On the firft of May following, a motion was made by Lord fx) Lord*' 
Bathurft, for an addrefs to the King, that his Majefty would difcharge the twelve thou- ^JJ^ 
land Hcffian troops then in the pay of Great Britain ; which motion was rejected by a vol. iv. P . ' 
majority of feventy-three againft twenty- two voices (y). In the next Seffion of Parlia- 
ment, his Lordfhip appeared, with great ability, againft the undue taxation of the poor. 
This was in the debate on the bill for the revival of the fait duty (z). Befides the argu- 
ments arifing from the cafe of the poor, a very ftrong reafon, againft the renewal of the 
tax was urged in the proteft of the diflentient Peers, from the nature of fait, as an article 
of manure-, nothing, if it could be had cheap, being better calculated for enriching the 
ground, and producing molt plentiful crops (a). Another occafion on which Lord 
Bathurft difplayed his parliamentary talents, was in fupport of the b arl of Oxford's mo- 
tion, in a Committee of the whole Houfe, upon the mutiny bill for reducing the 
number of forces to twelve thoufand effective men. The Duke of Argyle having greatly 
exerted himlelf in this debate, on the oppofite fide of the queftion, Lord Bathurft, in 
anfwer to his Grace, vindicated the expedience and the ulcfulnefs of a national militia, as 
the moft proper and conftitutional mode of defence, in a free country (r). On the 
fecond reading of the bill for granting eighty thoufand pounds for the Princefs Royal's 
marriage-portion, and a fum, for different purpofes, out of the Sinking Fund (J), his (d) May 30, 
Lordfhip ftrongly declared his difapprobation of the method which had been begun of 1733 ' 
applying that fund to other objefts befides paying ;he public debts. He thought that it 
ought to be kept lac red to the ends for which it was originally inftituted ; and moved for 
a refolution of that kind, which was carried in the negative (e). There is, however, no 
judicious perfon but what muft now be fenfible that if the motion had paffed, and after- 
wards inviolably been adhered to, unfpeakable advantages would have accrued to this 
country. Great Britain would have been lightened of a burden, which, at prefent, de- 
bilitates and depreffes all her counfels and operations. When, on the 13th of February 
1733-4, the Duke of Marlborough's bill for regulating the army had been reje&ed, and 
Lord Carteret made a motion for an addrefs to the King, 4 that he would acquaint the 
Houfe who had advifed his Majefty to remove the Duke of Bolton and the Lord Vifcount 
Cobham from their refpeftive regiments, and what crimes were laid to their charge,* 
Lord Bathurft, in a long and animated fpeech, defended the propriety of the motion (f). 
In the next Seffion of Parliament (g)> being the firft Seffion of the eighth Parliament of 
Great Britain, his Lordfhip took a very a£tive part in all the queftions and proceedings 
relative to the petition of the Dukes of Hamilton, Qiieenfberry, and Montrofe, and the 
Earls of Dundonald, Marchmont, and Stair, complaining of the undue methods and il- 
legal practices which had been ufed in procuring the eledion of the fixteen Peers of Scot- 
land (/>)• In the fame feffion, Lord Bathurft availed himfelf of a farther opportunity of 
tcftifying his difapprobation of the fait bill, and his averfion to the mifapplication of the 3 6 4- 373*374 
Sinking Fund (1). On the motion for reducing the forces, at the fecond reading of the j^j'nfd ^. 
mutiny bill, March 1 6th, 1737-8, his Lordfhip again flood up, with great eloquence 4 8 9- 5H» 
and fpirir, againft a large ftanding army, and in favour of a national militia. Among 
other things, he particularly urged the importance of all men in the kingdom, or at leaft 
all freeholders, farmers, and fubftantial merchants and tradefmen providing themfelves 
with arms, and breeding themfelves up to military difcipline. * It is, faid his Lordfhip, 
4 in my opinion, not at all impoff ble, to make it as infamous for a man to be unprovided 
4 with arms, or unacquainted with military difcipline, as it is now for a gentleman to get 
4 the chara&cr of a notorious coward. Nor would this interrupt or diminifh the labour 
4 and induftry of any man in the kingdom. For even the moft induftrious might make 
4 themfelves thoroughly acquainted with the ufe of arms, and with military difcipline, if 
4 they would but fpend one half of that time in military exercifes which they now throw 
4 away in idle and effeminate, or expenfive and criminal diverfions. And this method 
« of palling away our leifure hours, might eafily be introduced even among the vulgar, 
4 if our courtiers and men in authority fhould once begin to make this their pra&ice ; 
4 and that praftice fhould be followed, as it certainly would, by all the nobility and gen- 
4 try in the kingdom (£)•' As Lord Bathurft, in general, was fo a&ive in oppofing the (k)md. v 0 i. 
meafures of Sir Robert Walpole's adminiftration, we may be well allured that he was not jj^ 7 ' 2 95- 
a Client fpeclator in the tranfaftions which took place with regard to the Spanifh depreda- 
tions, and the convention with Spain. He ardently united with other noble Peers, of 
the firft eminence for political and oratorical abilities, in expofing the conduft of thole 
who were at the head of affairs. To give an account of all the fpeeches delivcied by him, 
with rdpedt to the queftions which arofe, in parliament, concerning the complaints of 
the Britifh fubje&s againft Spain, and the negociations and difputes of the Englifh mi- 
niftry with his Catholic Majefty, would carry us coo far into the general hiftory of the 
Vol. II. ' c times. 
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times. It muft fuffice to refer to the places where his Lordfhip's fpeeches, upon thefe 
interefting matters, are recorded (/). After the war with Spain had commenced. Lord 
Bathurft, on the firft of December 1740, moved for an addrefs to his Majefty, that lie 
would be pieafed to lay before the Houfc copies of the inftruftions and orders which had 
been given to Vice- Admiral Vernon, from the time of his failing from England, in the 
year 1739, to the 24th of June in the following year ; and took the lead in the debate 
which eniued upon this occafion. On the fame day, a motion of a fimilar kind was made 
and fupported by his Lordfhip, that the Admiral's letters to any part of the J^ 1 " 1 " 1 "^ 
during his expedition, and theirs to him, fhould be laid before the Houfe. The far t or 
thefe motions was rejefted, and the fecond paffed with a reftridive amendment, which 
took away, in a great meafure, the effett intended (w). Lord Bathurft fpoke alio, on 
the 8th of December, with great eloquence in iavour of a like motion, with regard to 
the inftruftions which had been given to Rear-Admiral Haddock _ With equal elo- 
quence, and with a very ftriking difplay of political knowledge and ability, did his Lord- 
fhip exert himfclf in the grand and remarkable debate, which lafted two days, upon the 
queftion, whether an addrefs fhould be prefented to the King that he would graciouQy be 
pieafed to remove the right honourable Sir Robert Walpole, Knight of the molt 
noble Order of the Garter, Firft Commiffioner for executing- the office of Treafurer 
of the Exchequer, Chancellor and Under Treafurer of the Exchequer, and one of his 
Majefty's moft honourable Privy Council, from his prefence and councils for ever (0). 
In the Hiftory of the Parliamentary Proceedings of 1742-3 we meet with a ft) February u 
fpeech of Lord Bathurft which is in fomething of a different drain from thofe he had 
heretofore delivered. It was fpoken upon occafion of the motion for discharging 
the Hanover forces which were in the pay of Great Britain. His Lord (hip vindicated, 
with much ftrength of reafoning, the propriety and neceffity of continuing thefe troops 
in the fervice of England ; and, though he had then accepted of a place, in con- 
junction with feveral of his noble friends, we have no doubt but that he was fully fatif- 
fied, from the critical fituation of affairs abroad, of the re&itude of the meafure which 
he defended Indeed, there is fcarcely any character in the period we have been ™( m ™ 
fpeaking of, in which we fhall find lefs difcrepancy of political conduft, than in that of 259—263. 
Lord Bathurft. But while we pay the proper tribute of juftice to his Lordfhip's eminent 
integrity and abilities, we will not pretend to fay that his fentiments, with regard to the 
quefiions which arofe in parliament, were always perfectly right. In the courfe of fo 
long an oppofition to the meafures of the Court, it was not likely that the adminiftration 
fhould in every inftance be wrong. Government muft not only be corrupt in the higheft 
degree, but entirely void of wifdom and reflection, if no cafes occur in which the refolu- 
tions of thofe who manage public affairs are capable of a juft vindication. Befides the 
vaft variety of fpeeches that were made by Lord Bathurft in parliament [F], he joined, 
likewife, in moft of the protefts, which, for a feries of years, were entered in the Jour- 


[F ] Variety of fpeeches, &c] Such of our readers 
as wiui to have a more minute account of the part 
which Lord Bathurlt, befides the cafes already men- 
tioned or referred to, took in the feveral debates of 
Parliament, may have recourfe to the following vo- 
lumes of the Hiltory and Proceedings of the Houfe of 
Lords. 

Vol. III. 

On the bill againft blafphemy and profanenefs, 
p. 146. On the navy debt, p. 188. 191. On the 
treaty with Spain, ditto. On the bill relating to 
the plague, p. 198. On the mutiny bill, p. 199. 
On the inftructions to Sir George Byng, p. 202. On 
building fhips for foreigners, p. 206. On the Bri- 
tifh fquadrori fent to the Baltic, p. 217. On vic- 
tualling fhips abroad, p. 223. On a complaint of 
Lord Sunderland's, p. 231. On the national debt, 
p. 234. On the Earl of Sunderland's motion con- 
cerning pro tells, p. 236. On the motion for fuf- 
pending the Habeas Corpus Act, p. 244. On Plun- 
ket's attendance at the bar of the Houfe, p. 267. 
On the bill to tax the Papifts, p. 403. On the mu- 
tiny bill, p. 413. On the King's mefTage to the 
Houfe of Commons, p. 451. On a claufe in the 
malt bill, p. ^70. 

Vol. IV. 

On the treaty of Seville, p. 24. On the motion 
for an account of the produce of the South Sea Di- 
rectors' forfeited eltates, p. 127, 128. On a farther 
motion upon the fame fubject, p. 169. 174, 180. On 
the motion relative to the claims of the Scots Peers, 
p. 219, 220. On the motion that the election for 
the Scots Peers be by ballot, p. 220. On influencing 
the election of theTaid Peers, p. 221. 234. On the 
King's mefTage to be empowered to augment his 
forces by fea and land, during the recefs of Parlia- 
ment, p. 250. 268 - 273, On the inftructions to his 
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Majefty's Minifter in Poland, p. 437. 443. On the 
motion relating to the treaty of Seville, p. 443. 448. 
On the motion againft augmenting the army, p. 449. 
460. On the bill for regulating quarters, p. 463. 
477- 483- 

Vol. V. 

On the King's fpeech, p. 14. On a claufe offered 
in the mortmain bill, in favour of the Univerfities, 
p. 15. On the Quaker's tythe bill, p. 93, 94. On 
the bill to prevent fmuggling, p. 97. 134. On riots, 
p. 147 — 153. On the fettlement of the Prince of 
Wales's revenue, and his Majefty's mefTage to the 
Prince upon that fubject, p. 158. 162 — 164. On the 
proceedings in relation to the murder of Capt. Por- 
teous at Edinburgh, p. 165. 168. 179. 202. 

Vol. VI. 

On the motion for examining the South Sea Di- 
rectors, p. 23 — 26. On the menage for a fettlement 
upon his Majefty's younger children, p. 185. 195. 

Vol. VII. 

On the motion for the Addrefs, in anfwer to the 
King's Speech, p. 418. On the amendment of the 
motion with regard to the fame, p, 477 — 479. 

Vol. VIII. 

On the Addrefs of Thanks for his Majefty's Speech, 
p. 56 — 58. On the bill to indemnify evidences 
againft Robert Earl of Orford, p. 117. 166— 171. 
On the bill for retailing fpirituous liquors, p. 369 — 
377. 446—448. 

Accounts of Lord Bathurft's parliamentary conduct 
and fpeeches may, likewife, be met with in the feve- 
ral volumes of the Hiftorical Regifter, and the Gen- 
tleman's Magazine. 

nals 


BATHURST. 


fy) Annual 
Regifter, ub'i 
fupra. 


nals of the Houfe of Peers \G]. As we here clofe the relation of our noble Lord's par- 
liamentary conduct we fhall add the charadler that was given of him, in this refped, at 
the time in which his political *nd oratorical talents were in their full exertion. c The 

* Hurgo Brufcrath (Lord Bathurft), in all he fays, carries along with him that convic- 
c tion which antes from a warm fenfe of liberty and virtue, dir^fted by great abilities, 
c and a moft exquifite difcernment. He was called to the Houfe of Hurgoes (Lords) by 

* means of the Tramecfan (Tory) iwtereft, upon a particular exigence of State-, and, 
4 therefore, it might have been prefumed that he was entirely devoted to that party. 

* Yet he has chofen his principles of Government fo happily, from what is commendable 

* in both parties, that, upon whichfoever fide he fpeaks, he is always oblerved to lean 

* to the extremes of neither (r)/ 

We now advert to the private circumftances of Lord Bathurft's life. On the fixth of July 
1704, he married Catherine, daughter and heir of Sir Peter Apfley, fon and heir of Sir £ lien 
before mentioned. By this Lady, who hence appears to have been his Lordfhip's Coufin 
German, he had iffue four fons and five daughters (s) [II]. When the late Frederic 
Prince of Wales was at Bath, in 1738, he did Lord Bathurft the honour of paying him 
a vifit of fome days, at his feat near Cirencefter ; during which time his Royal Highnels 
was treated with a magnificence and hofpitality which gave him the greateft fatisfaclion (/). 
On the 13th of July 1742, his Lordfhip was fworn, at Kenfington, one of the Privy- 
Council, and appointed Captain of his Majefty's Band of Gentlemen Penfioners. This 
office he refignea in 1/44, from which time he was in no public employment, till the 
year 1757, when, upon a change in the Miniflry, he was conftituted Treafurer to the 
prefent King, then L'rince of Wales ; and he continued to adl in that capacity to the 
death of George the Second. At his Majefty's acceffion to the Throne, in 1760, Lord 
Bathurft was continued in the lift of Privy-Counfellors ; but, on account of his great 
age, declined accepting of any employment (a). However, in confideration of his emi- 
nent merit, he had a penfion on the Infti eftablilhment, of two thou fa nd pounds a 
year. As his Lord (hip's abilities and integrity, in public life, gained him the efteem 
even of his political opponents, fo in private life, his humanity and benevolence ex- 
cited the affeftion of all who were honoured with his more intimate acquaintance (w). 
The amiablcnets and generofity of his temper will be apparent from a palftge in one of 
his letters to Dr. Swift. j I have attended Parliament many years, and have never 

* found that I could do any good : I have, therefore, entered upon a new fcheme of 

* life, and am determined to look to my own affairs a little. I am now in a fmall farm- 

* houfe in Derbyshire ; and my chief bu fine is is to take care that my agents do not impofe 

* upon my tenants. I am for letting them all good bargains, that my rents may be paid 
c as long as any rents can be paid *, and when the time comes that there is no money, 

* they are honeft fellows, and will bring me in what corn and cattle I fhall want (*).' 
To his other virtues, Lord Bathurft added all the good breeding, politenefs, and ele- 
gance of focial intercourfe (y). No perlon of rank, perhaps, ever knew better how to 
unite Qtium cum Dignitate. The improvements he made round his feat at Cirencefter 
were worthy of his fortune, and ftiewed the grandeur of his tafte. In this refpefl Mr. 
Pope paid him a juft and fine compliment ; 


(r) Chafe&etf 

of Lilliputian 
Hurcces. Gent. 
Mag*! Vol. x. 

p. IO3. v 

fsj Peerages, 
ubifupra. 


(t ) Gent. Mag, 
Vol. viiii 543« 


(u J Peerages, 
ubi fupra. 


(iv) Annual 
Regifter, Vol, 
xviii. t'art ii. 
p. 24* 


(x) Swift's 
Works, Vol. xxu 
24TT10. p. 2 36, 
237. 


[G] Joined in mcft of the protejis* &c] The pro- 
tects in which he united were very numerous. The 
nature and contents of them may be feen in the Lords' 
Journals, in the volumes referred to in the preceding 
note, and in a Collection of the Lords' Protefts, pub- 
limed in 1768. Thofe protelts in which Lord Ba- 
thurft was concerned, begin vVoL I. p. 265, and end 

Vol. II. p. 211. 

[//] Four fons and five daughters.] The four 
fons were, 1 . Benjamin Bathurft, who was born Auguft 
12, 171 1. On November 26, 1732, he married 
Elizabeth, fecond daughter of Charles Lord Bruce, 
eldeft fon and fucceflbr to Charles Earl of Aylefbury 
in England, and of Elgin in Scotland. By this Lady 
Mr. Bathurft had no iffue. In 1734, he was elected 
one of the Knights of the Shire for the county of 
Gloucefter ; and in 1754, he was chofen a rep re Ten- 
tative for the borough of Cirencefter. He died on 
the 2 2d of January 1767. 2. Henry Bathurft, of 
whom in a fubfequent note. 3. John Bathurft, born 
1728; faid, by Mr. Jacob, to be now living, but in 
the laft edition of Collins, to have died unmarried. 
4. Allen Bathurft. Mr. Allen Bathurft, who was 
born in 1729, was brought up to holy Orders, and 
became Fellow of New College, Oxford. In June 
1760, he was prefented, by his late Majefty, to the 
re&ory of Beverfton, with the chapel of Kingfcot 
thereunto annexed, in the county of Gloucefter. He 
died unmarried, on the 22d of Auguft 1767. Lord 
Bathurft's five daughters were, 1. Frances, born in 
July 1708, and who on the 5th of Auguft 173 1, was 
married to William Woodhoufe, Efq; fon and heir 


apparent of Sir John Woodhoufe, of Kimberley, in 
Norfolk, Baronet. Mr. Woodhoufe died, Knight of 
the Shire for Norfolk, in 1735 ; and, fome time 
after his deceafe, his widow took for her fecond huf- 
band, James Whitfhed, Efq; of the kingdom of Ire- 
land, and of Hampton-Court in Middlefex. He 
has ferved in parliament feveral times, for the 
borough of Cirencefter. This lady died in 1756. 
2. Catherine, who was born November 12, 1709. 
In April 1737, hhe was married to Henry Reginald 
Courtenay, Efq; brother to the late, and uncle to 
the prefent Lord Vifcount Courtenay. Mr. Courte- 
nay, who died in 1763, was Member for Honiton in 
Devonfhire, which borough he had reprefented in the 
preceding parliament of 1754. The Rev. Dr. Cour- 
tenay, Reclor of St. George's Hanover-fquare, and 
of Lee in Kent, is a fon of this gentleman. 3. Jane, 
born in 17 17, and married, in April 1744, to James 
Buller, Efq; of Morvall, in Cornwall, who, in 
1763, died Knight of the Shire for that county; being 
the fecond time of his being its Reprefentative in Par- 
liament. He had ferved for the borough of Eaft-loe, 
in two former Parliaments. 4. Leonora, who was 
born in July 17 18. She was married, in 1752, to 
Edward Urmfton, Efq; fince a Colonel of a regi- 
ment of foot, and a Lieutenant- General in his Ma- 
jefty's army. 5. Anne, born 1722, and married, 
April 13, 1752, to the Rev. Mr. (now Dr.) Benfon, 
Chancellor of the Diocefe of Gloucefter, and nephew 
to the Right Rev. Dr. Martin Benfon, the late excel- 
lent Bifhop of that Diocefe (iq). . , „ > 
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Who then (hall grace, or who improve the foil ? 

Who plants like Bathurft, or who builds like Boyle (2). SliSSwL 

, lington. Pope's 

It is remarkable that his Lordlhip's beautiful and noble plantations were begun by him Works, voi.ii. 
after he had reached his fortieth year; and he had the felicity not only of living to fee Edlt ' 
them in aftate of perfection, but of prefcrving fiich a degree of health and vigour, at an 
age to which few advance, as enabled him to enjoy the delightful icenes he may be faid 
to have created (a). How completely he underftood the right application of a large for- (a) Supplement 
tune, is well cxprefled by the excellent poet already quoted, in the epiftle addrefled by ^J^jj ^ 
him, to Lord Bathurft, on the Ufe of Riches : 

The fenfe to value riches, with the art 
T' enjoy them, and the virtue to impart, 
Not meanly, nor ambitioufly puriued, 
Not funk by Qoth, not raifed by fervitude-, 
To balance fortune by a juft expence, 
Join with ceconomy, magnificence-, 
With fplendour, charity, with plenty, health; 
Oh teach us, Bathurft ! yet unfpoiPd by wealth ! 
That fecret rare, between th* extremes to move, 
Of mad good-nature, or of mean felf-love 


Lord Bathurft's Wit, Tafte, and Learning, led him to feek the acquaintance of Men of 
genius. He was intimately connected with the great perfons of this kind, who adorned 
the beginning of the preient century. Biihop Atterbury, Dr. Freind, Mr. Congreve, Sir 
John Vanbrugh, Dr. Swift, Mr. Prior, Mr. Rowe, Mr. Addifon, Mr. Pope, Dr. Ar- 
buthnot, Mr. Gay, and others, cultivated his friendfhip, and were proud of his corre- 
fpondence (c) : And, indeed, from the few letters of his which have been publifhed, in 
one or two late collections, it appears that hrs correfpondence was a real honour and 
pleafure to thole by whom it was enjoyed [/]. It is laid to have been a rule with his 

Lordlhip, 


(h) Pope's 
Works, Uid. 
P- 15*. 


(14) SirRo- 
bert Walpole. 


[7] From the fe<w letters of his, fcfr.] The letters 
of Lord Bathurit, which have appeared in the collec- 
tions publifhed by Dr. Hawkefvvorth, and Deane 
Swift, Efq; are diftinguifhed by a vivacity and wit 
which will make every reader of tafte regret that more 
of them have not been preferved. The whole num- 
ber is only nine, feven in Dr. Hawkefworth's publi- 
cation, and two in Mr Swift's. We (hall give one 
fpecimen, from each of thefe collections, of his Lord- 
fhip's manner of writing. In order to enter into the 
fpirit of the firft, it is neceflary to obferve, that it 
alludes to a tract of Dr. Swift's, entitled, V A modeft 
" Propofal for preventing the Children of the poor 
*' People in Ireland, from being a burthen to their 
" Parents or Country, and to make them beneficial to 
c * the Public/' In this tracl, the Dean, fatirically 
and humoroufly, propoftd to fatten and eat the chil- 
dren of the poor, as the only remaining expedient to 
prevent rnilery to themfelves, and render them of 
fome benefit to the kingdom. 

' Dear. Dean, Feb. i 2, 1729-30. 

4 I have this moment received a letter from you ; 
' but it is the firft I can call a letter : The other (craps 

* were only to direct me to convey your correfpond- 
4 ence to others, and I thought I anfwered them belt 
' by obeying your commands. But now you have 
1 deigned to fend me one in form, with a proper be- 

* ginning and ending, I will not wait even for a 

* poft-day ; but 1 have taken pen and ink immedi- 
€ atcly to tell you, how much I think myfelf obliged 

* to you, and how fi nee rely I am 

1 Well, I might end here, if I would; but I can't 

* part with you fo foon ; and I mull let you know, 
' that as to your money affairs, though I have paid off 

* John Gay, I ftill keep the 200 1. for which I have 

* given him a note. I have paid him intereft to this 
( time for it, which he mull account to you for. 
' Now you mull imagine, that a man, who has nine 

* children to feed, can't long afford alienos pafcere 

* nummos ; but I have four or five, that are very fit 
4 for the table. I only wait for the Lord Mayor's 

* day to difpoie of the largeil ; and I mall be fure of 
1 getting off the youngeft, whenever a certain great 
4 man (14) in .ikes another entertainment at Chelfea. 

* Now you fee, though I am your debtor, I am not 
' without my proper ways and means to raife a fupply 

* anfwerable to your demand. I mult own to you, 

* that I mould not have thought of this mtthod of 

3 


raifing money ; but that you feemed to point it out 
to me. For juft at the time that fcheme came out, 
which pretended to be calculated only for Ireland, 
you gave me a hint in one of the envelopes [Anglic* 
covers'] that you wifhed I might provide for my 
numerous family; and in this laft you harp upon 
the fame firing. I did immediately propofe it to 
Lady Bathurft as your advice, particularly for her 
laft boy, which was born the plumpeft, finefl thing 
that could be feen ; but Ihe fell in a pafllan, and bid 
me fend you word, that fhe would not follow your 
direction, but that fhe would breed him up to be a 
parfon, and he fhould live upon the fat of the land ; 
or a lawyer, and then, in (lead of being eat himfelf, 
he mould devour others. You know women in paf- 
fion never mind what they fay ; but, as fhe is a ve- 
ry reasonable woman, I have almoft brought her 
over now to your opinion ; and having convinced her, 
that as matters flood, we could not poffibly maintain 
all the nine, fhe does begin to think it reafonable 
the youngell mould raife fortunes for the eldeft. 
And upon that foot a man may perform family duty 
with more courage and zeal; for if he fhould hap- 
pen to get twins, the felling of one might provide 
for the other. Or if, by any accident, whilft his 
wife lies in with one child, he fhould get a fecond 
upon the body of another woman, he might difpofe 
of the fattefl of the two, and that would help to 
breed up the other. The more I think upon this 
fcheme, the more reafonable it appears to me ; and 
it ought by no means to be confined to Ireland ; for 
in all probability we fhall, in a very little time, be 
altogether as poor here as you are there. I believe 
indeed we fhall carry it farther, and not confine our 
luxury only to the eating of children; fori hap- 
pened to peep the other day into a large aflembly 
(15) not far from Weflminftcr-hall, and I found 
them roafting a great fat fellow (16). For my own 
part, I had not the leaft inclination to a flicc of 
him ; but, if I gueffed it right, four in five of the 
company had a devilifli mind to be at him. You 
begin now to wifh I had ended, when I might have 
done it fo conveniently. Well, Adieu (17).' 
The next letter was occafioned by a report that one 
utler, a Clergyman, had fhot at Dr. Swift : 

' Dear Dean, Cirencefter, 13 Sept. 173;. 
< Though you never anfwer any of my letters, and 
• I can never have a line from you, except in Parlia- 

. * mem 


B 


(■0 The Houfe 
ot Commons. 
(16) Sir Ro- 
bert Walpole. 


(17) Swift's 
Works, Vol, xx. 
z^mo edit, 
p. 326 — 328. 
being the fecond 
Vol. of Hawkef- 
wunh\ Collec- 
tion, 


BATHURST. 

Lordfhip, never to write to his friends but When he was in good fpirits. To the laft mo- 
ment of his life, he was delighted with the converfation of men of abilities : Nor were his 
friendfhips confined to perlons of peculiar parties or profeflions. Mr. Parry, the diflenting 
Clergyman of Cirencelter, who was a Gentleman of confiderable learning and tafte, and 
who joined with the decorum of his character, a liberality of fentiment and manners, and a 
fprightly and amiable temper, was honoured with Lord Bathurft's particular regard. 
The late extraordinary genius Mr. Sterne has given a very agreeable account of the at- 
tention which was paid to him by his Lordfhip. " This Nobleman," fays he, " is an 
*' old friend of mine. He was always the protedlor of men of wit and genius; and has 
" had thole of the laft century always at his table. The manner in which his notice be- 
tc gan of me, was as fingular as it was polite. He came up to me one day, as I was at 
" the Princefs of Wales's court; 6 I want to know you Mr. Sterne; but it is fit you 
<c fhould know alio who it is that wifhes this pleafure. You have heard, continued he, 
" of an old Lord Bathurft, of whom your Popes and Swifts have fung and ipoken fo 
" much; 1 have lived my life with geniufes of that cafb, but have furvived them; and 
" defpairing ever to find their equals, it is fome years fince I have cleared my accounts, 
" and (hut up my books, with thoughts of never opening them again. But you have 
" kindled a defire in me of opening them once more before I die, which now I do; fo 
tc go home and dine with me/ This Nobleman, I fay, is a prodigy ; for at eighty-five 
" he has all the wit and promptnefs of a man of thirty, a difpofition to be pleafed, and £ 
" power to pleafe others beyond whatever I knew: Added to which, a man of learning, 
(cl Annual Rc- « courtefy, and feeling (r) " Lord Bathurft preferved, to the clofe of his life, his na- 
furntulM*** tural cheerfulnefs and vivacity; and was always acctffible, hofpitable, and beneficent. 
toEHra. He delighted, latterly, in rural amufernents, and enjoyed, with a philofophical calmnefs, 

the (hade of the lofty trees he had himfelt planted. Till within a month of his death, 
he conftantly rode out, on horfeback, two hours in the morning, and drank his bottle 
of wine after dinner. He ufed jocofely to declare, that he never could think of 
adopting Dr, Cadogan's regimen, as Dr. Cheyne had affured him, fifty years before, 


* ment time about an Irifh caufe, I do infift that 

* without delay you give me either by yourfelf or 
' agents immediate fatisfa&ion in thefe points. Firft, 

* whether that article which I read in the news about 

* one Butler a fliooting parfon be true or not ; fe- 

* enndly, whether he has yet begged pardon, and at- 

* tefted upon oath that it was without defign, and by 

* accident, that the gun went off. In cafe the fa£l be 

* true, and that he has not yet made any fuffkient or 

* reafonable excufe, I require of you that you do im- 

* mediately get fome able painter to draw his picture, 
c and fend it oyer to me ; and I will order a great 
c number of prints to be made of it, which mall be 
' difperfed over all parts of the known world, that 

* fuch a worthlefs rafcal may not go any where with- 

* out being known. I make no doubt of his being 

* immediately drove out of Ireland. Such a brutal 

* attempt upon the Drapier cannot be borne there ; 

* and he will not venture into England when thefe 

* prints of his perfon are fent about, for he would 

* certainly be knocked on the head in the firft village 

* he paffes through. Perhaps he may think to flculk 

* in Holland, the common refuge of all fcoundrels ; 
« but he will foon find out, that Doctor Swuft (for fo 

* they pronounce the name) is in great efteem there, 
4 for his learning and political writings. In France he 

* would meet with worfe reception ; for his wit is re- 

* limed there, and many of his tracts, though fpoiled 

* by tranflation, are yet more admired than what is 

* writ by any among themfelves. Should he go into 

* Spain, he would find 'that Don Swifto is in the 

* higheft eftimation, being thought to be lineally 

* defcended from Miguel de Cervantes by a daughter 

* of Quevedo's. Perhaps he may think to be fafe in 

* Poland during the time of thefe troubles ; but I can 
« aflure him, from the mouth of a Polifh Lady, who 
c was lately in London, by name Madam dc Mont- 

* morency (for me was married to a French Gentle- 

* man of that great family), that Dr. Swift is perfectly 
c well known there ; and fhe was very folicitous to 

* know whether he were a Staniflaift or not, lhe being 
« a zealous partizan for that caufe. 

* Now if this brute of a parfon mould find no fecu- 

* rity in Europe, and therefore flip into the Eaft In- 
< dies in fome Dutch ihip, for a Dutchman may be 

* found who would carry the Devil for a ftiver or two 
1 extraordinary, he will be confoundedly furprized to 

* find that Dr, Swift is known in China, and that 

Vol. II. 


f next to Confucius, his writings are in the greatest 
1 efteem. The miffionaries have tranilated leveral 

* European books into their language : but I am well 

* informed that none of them have taken fo well as 

* his; and the Chinefe, who are a very ingenious 
4 people, reckon Sif the only author worth reading. 
1 It is well known that in Perfia Kouli-Can was at the 

* pains to tranllate his works himfelf : being born a 
4 Scotiman, he underftood them very well ; and I 
4 am credibly informed that he read The Battle of the 

* Books the night before he gave that great defeat to 
4 the Perfian army. If he hears of this, he may 
4 imagine that he mail find good reception at Con- 
4 ftantinople ; but he will be bit there ; for many 

* years ago an Englifti renegado flave tranflated Ef- 

* fendi Soif for them, and told them it was writ by 
4 an Englilhman, with a defign to introduce the Ma- 

* hometan religion : this having got him his liberty j 

* and although it is not believed by the EfFmdi, the 
4 book and the author are in the greateft efteem 

* amongft them. If he goes into America, he will 

* not be received into any Englifh, French, or Spa- 
4 nifh fettlement; fo that in all probability he would 

* be foon fcalpt by the wild Indians; and in truth 

* there would be no manner of lhame that a head 

* mould be uncovered that has fo little brains in it. 

* Brutality and ill-nature proceed from the want of 
4 fenfe ; therefore, without having ever heard of him 
4 before, I can decide what he is, from thic Angle 

* action. Now I really believe no layman could have 
1 done fuch a thing. The wearing of petticoats 
4 gives to moft of the clergy (a few only excepted of 
' fuperior understanding) certain feminine difpofi- 
4 tions. They are commonly fubject to malice and 

* envy, and give more free vent to thofe pafllons : 
4 Poffibly for the fame reafon that women are obferved 
4 to do fo, becaufe they cannot be called to account 
4 for it. When one of us does a brutal action to an- 

* other, he may have his head broke, or be whipt 

* through the lungs ; but all who wear petticoats are 
4 fecure from fuch accidents. Now to avoid further 
4 trouble, I hope by this time his gown is ftript off 
4 his back, and the boys of Dublin have drawn him 

* through a horfe-pond. Send me an account of 
4 this, and I mail be fatisfied. Adieu, dear Dean ; 

4 I am got to the end of my paper, but you may be f 1 ?.! Vo ** 
4 affured that my regard for you will only end with b p ein 31 ^ 
4 the laft breath of your faithful fervant (15)/ 2d Vol. of 

« the ColJcftiou 

U that publifhedby 

Dean Swift, 
Efquire. 
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upra* 


(e) From In- 
formation of the 
noble Family. 


BATHURST. B ATM ANSON. 

that he would not live feven years longer, unlefs he abridged himfelf of his wine (d) [It]. 
In 1772, his Lordfhip was advanced to the dignity of Earl Bathurft. He lived to fee 
his eldeft furviving fon feveral years Lord High Chancellor of Great Britain, and pro- 
moted to the Peerage, by the title of Baron Apfley. The death of Earl Bathurft hap- 
pened, after a few days illnefs, at his feat near Cirencefler, in the ninety-firft year of his 
age, and on the 16th of September 1775. On the 21ft of September, his Lordlhip was 
buried with due funeral honours, at the parifh church of Cirencefler, in the fame vault 
with his Lady ; and a monument hath fince been erefted to their memory, on which is the 
following infcription (<?)• 

Near this Place are depofited the Remains of 
ALLEN Earl BATHURST, and CATHERINE Lady BATHURST. 

Catherine his Confort, by her milder 
Virtues, added Lull re to his great Qualities \ 
Her domeftic CEconomy extended 


In the legiflative and judicial departments 
of the great Council of the Nation, he ferved 
his Country 69 years, with honor, ability, 

and diligence. 
Judgment and Tafte direfted his Learning, 
Humanity tempered his Wit, 
Benevolence guided all his Aftions. 
He died regretted by moft, and praifed by all, 
the 1 6th day of September, 1775, aged 91. 


his Liberality, 
Her judicious Charity his Munificence, 
Her prudent Goverment of her Family his 

Hofpitality. 
She received the Reward of her exemplary Life 
the 8 th Day of June, 176s, aged 79. 


(16) Annual 
Regiftcr, Vol. 
xviii, part 2d. 
P. »S« 


Married July the 6th, 1704. 

His Lordfhip was fucceeded in title and eftate, by Lord Apfley, then Lord Chancellor of 
England, and now Henry Earl Bathurft [£].] K, 

he was appointed to the fame office ci Attorney-Ge- 
neral to the Princefs Dowager of Wales, and conti- 
nued in that honourable employment till May zd, 
1754, when he was conftituted a Serjeant at Law, 
and a Juftice in the Court of Common Fleas. From 
1 735 to the laft mentioned appointment, he ferved, 
uninterruptedly, in Parliament, for the borough of 
Cirencefler. In 1771, he was raifed to the Peerage, 
and to the dignity of Lord High Chancellor of Great 
Britain, which poll he refigned, on account of his 
health, on the 3d of June 1778. Remarried on the 
19th of September 1754, Anne, only child of. 
James, Efq; and relicl of Charles Philips, Efq; 


[K] Unlefs he abridged himfelf of his wine.^ 4 His 
6 Lordfhip, we are told, having, about two years 

* before his death, invited feveral of his friends to 

* fpend a few cheerful days with him, at his feat at 

* Cirencefter ; and being one evening very loth to 

* part with them ; on his fon, the Chancellor's ob- 
1 jetting to their fitting up any longer, and adding 

* that health and long life were beft fecured by regu- 
1 larity ; he fufFered him to retire. But as foon as 

* he was gone, the cheerful father faid, Come, my 

* good friends, fince the old gentleman is gone to 
f bed, I think we may venture to crack another 
< bottle (i6).' 

[Z,] Now Henry Earl Bathurft.'] The prefect Earl 
Bathurft was born on the zd of May 17 14. Apply- 
ing himfelf to the ftudy of the law, he was called to 
the Bar in Hilary Term, 1735-6. In January 
1745-6, he was made King's Counfel, and Solicitor- 
General to Frederic Prince of Wales ; and afterwards, 


which lady died, February 4th, 1758, without iflue 
On June the 14th, 1759, his Lordfhip took to his 
fecond wife, Tryphena, daughter to Thomas Sea wen, 
of Carfhalton in Surry, Efq; by whom, who is the 
prefent Countefs Bathurft, the Earl hath had two fons 
and four daughters. Henry Lord Apfley, the eldeft 
in 1748, Attorney General, in which character he of his Lordfhip's fons, was born May 2 zd, 1762, and 
walked at his Royal Highnefs's funeral proceffion, on Apfley Bathurft, the youngeft, Od. 1 1, 1769 (17).! K * 17 ^ Peer *S e, > 
the nth of April 17CI. After that Prince's deceafe, J " uhl Jvpr«> cor- 

J r ' J retted by the 

BATMANSCTN (John), a perfon of great piety and learning in the Gxtcenth 
century, was at firft a Monk, and afterwards Prior of the Carthufian monaftery or Char- 
ter-houfe, in the fuburbs of London (a). For fome time he ftudied Divinity at Oxford • 
but it does not appear that he took any degree there in that faculty He was intimately (b) wood m 
acquainted with, and a great favourite of Edward Lee, Archbifhop of York; at whofe ' ' * 

Angix'sTriptor. requeft he wrote againft Erafmus and Luther [A]. He died on the 1 6th of November 
JiifnTJ 4 i. x 53 r » and was buried in the chapel belonging to the Chartcr-houfc (0. Pits gives him 
the chara&er of a man of quick and difcerning genius of great piety, and learnmo- and 
fervent zeal ; much converfant in the ftudy of the fcriptures ; and that led an angelical 
life among men (d). Bale, on the contrary, reprefents him as a proud, forward", and 7 < 7 ^ 
arrogant perfon ; born as it were, for difputing and wrangling * and fays, that Erafmus 
in one of his letters to Richard Bifhop of Winchefter, ftiles him an ignorant fellow, en- 
couraged by Lee, and vain-glorious even to madnefs(e). So oppofite are the characters 
given by zealots of different parties ! However, Bale in another place (f) calls him a (f) mi fit,* 
very clear fophift, or writer. [ c John Batmanfon, fays Mr. Warton, controverted Eraf- Ccnt ' * * **• 
• mus's Commentary on the New Teftament with a degree of fpirit and erudition, which 
« was unhappily mifapplied, and would have done honour to the caufe of his . antaemmrt- 


(a) Balcus. 
Scriptor. Bri- 
tanniae, Centur. 
JX. ii 14. Pits, 
de Illuftrib, 


Wood, Athen. 
Oxon. Vol. i. 
col 27. edit. 
Lond. 1721, 
(d) Pits, ubi 
fupra, 

(e ) Baleus, 
Cent. XI. p. 75 
n. 95. 


( c) Petreius In 
Biblioth. Cartu- 
fiana, edit. Co- 
lon. 1609, p. 


fg) Hiftory of 
Poetry, Vol. ii. 
P« 447. 


[A] He wrote againft Erafmus and Luther.] Viz. I. 
Animaduerjiones in Annotationes Eraf mi in Novum Tefta- 
mentum ; * Animadverfions upon Erafmus's Notes on 
* the New Teftament.' II. A Treatife againft fome of 
M. Luther 9 s writings. Thefe two he afterwards re- 
traced. The reft of his works were, III. Comment a- 
ria in Prwverbia Salomonis. IV. — in Cantica Canti- 
corum ; * Commentaries on the Proverbs of Solomon, 


and on the Canticles.' V. De unica Magdalena, 
contra Fahrum Stapulenfem; ■ Enquiry whether there 
was only one Magdalen, againft Faber Stapulenfis.* 
VI. inftitutiones Novidorum ; < Inftruclions for No- 
< vices or Youth.' VII. De contemptu mundi ; ' Of 
the Contempt of the World.' VIII. De Chrifio 
duodenm ; « A Homily on Luke ii. 42.' IX. On the 
words Miffus eft, Sec. (1). M< 

BAXTER (Richard), a very eminent Divine amongrt the Nonconformifts in 
the laft century. His father was a freeholder in the county of Salop, an honeft, religious 
2 , man. 


(i)Bale, Pits, & 
Wood, ubijvprm* 


BAXTER. 


i f 


(c) Baxter's 
Life, p.^ 3. 
Calamy's Ac- 
count of Mini- 
fters filenced by 
the Act of Ur.i 
formity, Vol. If, 
p. 897. 


(g) Baxter's 
Life, p. 13. 
Calamy's 
•Abridgment, 
Vol. i, p. 1 z% 


fi) Dr. Bates's 
Sermon at the 
Funeral of Mr. 
Baxter. 


(z) Mr. Baxter^ 
Life, written by 
him'elf, pub- 
lifncd byTVlat- 
thew S\ Ivefler, 
1696, fol. p. 2. 


man, but his eftate was very inconfiderable. His mother was of the fame county, 
the daughter of Mr. Richard A8cney : Himfelf was born at Rowton, near High- 
Ercal, in the hundred of South-Bradford, November 12, 1615 {a), There he fpent his 
infancy, wherein he is faid to have given ftrong indications of that piety and purity 
which appeared in his fubfequent life and converfation [A). In 1625 he was taken from 
his grandfather's houfe where he had hitherto lived, and brought home to his father's 
at Eaton-Conftantine, a village within five miles of Shrewsbury, where he paffed the re- 
mainder of his childhood (b). He was far from being happy in refpeft to his fchool- 
m nfters, who were men no way diftinguifhed either for learning or morals, and miffed the 
advantages of an academical education, through a propofal made to his parents of placing 
him with Mr. Richard Wickftead, Chaplain to the Council at Ludlow. The only ad- 
vantage he reaped there was the ufe of an excellent library, which, by his own great ap- 
plication, proved of infinite fervice to him. In this fituation he remained about a year and 
half, and then returned to his father's (c). At the requeft of the Lord Newport he went 
thence to Wroxeter, where he taught in the free-fchool for fix months, while his old 
fchoolmafter Mr. John Owen lay in a languiftiing condition (d). In 1633 Mr. Wickftead 
prevailed on him to wave the ftudies in which he was then engaged, and to think of 
making his fortune at court. He accordingly came up to Whitehall with a recommenda- 
tion to Sir Henry Herbert, then Matter of the Revels, by whom he was very kindly re- 
ceived. But, after a month's ftay, difcovering no charms in this fort of life, and having 
befides a very ftrong propenfity to undertake the minifterial fun6lion, he returned to his 
father's, and refumed his ftudies with frefh vigour, till Mr. Richard Foley of Stour- 
bridge fixed him as mafter of the free-fchool at Dudley, with an ufher under him (e). 
In the time he taught fchool there, he read feveral practical treatifes, whereby he was 
brought to a due and deep fenfe of religion, his progrefs therein being not a little quick- 
ened by his great bodily weaknefs and ill ftate of health, which inclined him to think he 
fhould fcarcdy furvive above a year (f) [•£]. However, having ftill an earneft defire 
to the Miniftry, he in 1638 addrcfled himfelf to Dr. Thornborough, Biffiop of Wor- 
cefter, for holy orders, which after examination he received, having at that time no fcruples 
of confeience which hindered him from conforming to the Church of England (g) [C]. 
Being fettled at Dudley, he preached frequently in that town, and in the neighbouring 

villages, 


faJMr.Baxter's 
Life, pibliftied 
by Mr. Sylvefter, 
fol. p. 2. 
Calamy's 
Abridgment of 
Baxter's Life, 
Vol.i. p. 2, 3,4. 
(b) Ibid, p. 2, 3 # 


(d) Calamy'g 

Abridgment of 
Baxter's Life, 
p. 4. 


(c)Ibid. uH 


(f) Calamy's 
Account of Mi- 
nifters filenced 
by the A& of 
Uniformity, 
Vo). ii. p. S97. 
Id. Abridgment 
or Baxter's Life, 
p. 4—10, 


(3) Cahmy's 
Abridgment of 
Baxter's Life, 
V ol. i. p. 1 1 ( 


[A] Which appeared in his fubfequent life and con- 
verfation.'] When he was yet very young, we are told 
his father faid, with tears of joy, to a friend, My 
fon Richard I hope was fanctified from the womb ; for 
when he was a little boy in coats, if he heard other 
children in play fpeak profane words, he would reprove 
them, to the wonder of them that heard him(i). 
Yet it is certain, that at this time of life he was not 
altogether free from thofe irregularities common to 
lads of his age : this we learn from himfelf : ' Though 
' my confeience, fays he, would trouble me when I 

* finned, yet divers fins I was addicted to, and oft 

* committed againft my confeience, which, for the 

* warning of others, I will here confefs to my fhame. 
1 I was much addicted to the excefTive gluttonous 
1 eating of apples and pears, which I think laid the 

* foundation of the imbecility and flatulency of my 
' ftomach, which caufed the bodily calamities of my 

* life. To this end, and to concur with naughty 

* boys that gloried in evil, I have oft gone into other 

* men's orchards, and ftolen the fruit, when I had 

* enough at home.' There are fix other retractions, 
at the end of which be concludes ; 1 Thefe were my 

* fins in my childhcod, as to which confeience trou- 
' bled me for a great while before they were over- 
4 come (2).' 

[B] Scarcely furvive above a year.] We are told by 
Dr. Calamy, that, from the age of twenty-one till 
twenty-three, he lived conftantly as it were in the Iha- 
dow of death ; and, finding his own foul under fe- 
rious apprehenfions of the matters of another world, 
he was very defirous to communicate thofe apprehen- 
fions to fuch ignorant, carelefs, prefumptuous finners, 
as the world abounds with. Although, therefore, he 
had his difcouragements, through his fenfe of the 
greatnefs and awfulnefs of the work of the Miniftry, 
and his fear of expofing himfelf to the cenfure of 
many, on the account of his wanting academical edu- 
cation, honours, and dignities ; yet, expecting to be 
io quickly in another world, the great concernments 
of miferable fouls prevailed with him to engage in it ; 
and finding in himfelf a thirfty defire of men's conver- 
fion and falvation, and a competent perfwading fa- 
culty of exprefiion, which fervent affections might 
Jielp to actuate, he concluded, that if but one or two 
fouls might by his means oe won to God, it would 
eafily recompenfe any treatment he might meet with 
in the world (3). 


[C] From conforming to the Church of England.] We 
have a very diitinct detail of the means by which he 
firlt came to alter his opinions in thefe matters ; and it 
will be very proper to take notice of them here, be- 
caufe they will ferve to let the reader into the character 
of the man. Being fettled at Dudley, he fell into the 
acquaintance of feveral Nonconformifts, whom, though, 
he judged fevere and fplenetie, yet he found to be 
both godly and honeft men. They fupplied him with 
feveral writings on their own fide, and amongft the 
reft, with Ames's Frejh Suit againft Ceremonies, which 
he read over very diftinctly, comparing it with Dr # 
Burgefs's Rejoynder. And, upon the whole, he at 
that time came to thefe concluiions. Kneeling he 
thought lawful, and all mere circ urn (lances determined 
by the magiftrate, which God in nature or fcripfure 
hath determined on, only in the general. The Sur- 
plice he more doubted of, but was inclined to think 
it lawful : And though he intended to forbear it till 
under neceffity, yet he could not fee how he could 
have j unified the forfaking his Minillry merely on 
that account, though he never actually wore it. About 
the Ring in Marriage he had no fcruple. The Crofs 
in Baptifm he thought Dr. Ames had proved unlaw- 
ful ; and though he was not without fome doubting 
in the point, yet becaufe he moil inclined to judge it 
unlawful, he never once ufed it. A Form of Prayer 
and Liturgy he judged to be lawful, and in fome 
cafes lawfully impofed. The Englifh Liturgy in 
particular he judged to have much diforder and de- 
fectivenefs in it, but nothing which Ihould make the 
ufe of it in the ordinary public worfhip to be unlaw- 
ful to them who could not do better. He fought for 
Difcipline in the Church, and faw the fad "effects of 
it's neglect ; but he was not then fo feniible as after- 
wards, that the very frame of Diocefan Prelacy ex* 
eluded it, but thought it had been chargeable only on 
the perfonal neglects of the Bilhops. Subfcription 
he began to think unlawful, and repented his rafh- 
nefs in yielding to it fo haftily. For though he could 
ufe the Common-Prayer, and was not yet againft Dio- 
cefans, yet to fubferibe ex animo, that there is nothing 
in the three Books contrary to the Word of God, was 
that which he durft not do, had it been to be done 
again. So that Subfcription and the Crofs in Bap- 
tifm, and the promifcuous giving the Lord's Supper 
to all comers, though ever fo unqualified, if they 
were not excommunicate by a Biftiop or Chancellor 

who 
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villages, with the approbation of all his hearers. In three quarters of a year he was 
removed to Bridgnorth, where he officiated as affiftant to Mr. William Madftard, then 
Minider of that place, who treated him with great kindnefs and refpect, and did not put 
him upon many things which he then began to fcruple doing (h). When the et cetera 
oath came to be impofed, Mr. Baxter applied himlelf diligently to ftudy the cafe or 
Epifcopacy, and it fared with him as with fome others ; the thing which was intended to 
O) u Account fix them to the Hierarchy, drove them into a diQike of it (0 [DJ. In the year 1640 he 
was invited to Kidderminfter by the Bailiff and Feoffees, to preach there for an allowance 
of fixty pounds a year, which he accepted •, and applied himfelf with fuch diligence to 
his facred calling, as had a very great effect in a fhort time upon a very diffolute people. 
He continued there about two years before the civil war broke out, and fourteen afterwards 
with fome interruption (k). He fided with the Parliament, and recommended the Protefta- 
tion they directed to be taken, to the people : This expofed him to fome inconveniencies, 
which obliged him to retire to Gloucefter, but he was foon invited back to Kidderminfter, 
whither he returned. His ftay there was not long; but beginning to confider with him- 
lilenceJ, Vol. ii. felf where he might remain in iafety, he fixed upon Coventry, and accordingly went 
p, S98 ' thither. There he lived peaceably and comfortably, preached once every Lord's day to 

the garrifon, and once to the town's people, for which he took nothing but his dier, 
though befides thus exercifing his function, he did great fervice in repreffing the Ana- 
(D Abridgment baptifts (/). After Nafeby fight, when all things Teemed to favour the Parliament, he, 
vd T tcr s L —' ky advice of the Minifters at Coventry, became Chaplain to Colonel Whalley's regiment, 
and in this quality he was prefent at feveral fieg?s, but never in any engagement: So 
that there was not the leaft grounds for that fcandalous ftory invented and trumpeted 
about by his enemies, viz. that he killed a man in cool blood, and robbed him of a 
medal (m) f £!• He took all imaginable pains to hinder the progrefs of the Sedlaries, r?; P««e\ 

\ fc J . >. • • n i-i - r i- • j j Vindication of 

and to keep men firm in juft and rational notions of religion and government, never de- the Dinvnters, 
viating from what he judged in his confeience to be right, for the fake of making court y};J;^' Qm 
to any, or from bafer motives of fear. But he was feparated from the army in the vemment, by 
beginning of the year 1647, in a very critical jundture, juft when they fell off from the Edward Pcttit » 
Parliament, Mr. Baxter being at that time feized with a bleeding at the nofe in fo P ' ,34 " 
violent a manner, that he loft the quantity of a gallon at once, which obliged him to re- 


80. 

Id. Account of 
Minifters filen- 
ced. Vol. if. 
p. S99. 


(4) Calamy's 
Abridgment cf 
Baxter's L : fe, 
Vol, u p. 13. 


(5) Fuller^ 
Chu ch Hi lory, 
Cent. XVII. 
Book ii. p. 169. 


who knows nothing of them, were the only things in 
which he as yet in his judgment inclined to Noncon- 
formity : And yet, even as to thefe things, he kept 
his thoughts to himfelf. He continued to argue 
with the Nonconforming about the points they differed 
in, and particularly kneeling at the Sacrament ; 
about which he managed a difpute with fome of them 
in writing, till they did not think fit to purfue it any 
farther : He freely reproved them for the bitternefs 
of their language againft the Bifhops and their adhe- 
rents, and exhorted them to endeavour for patience 
and charity, but found their fpirits fo exafperated by 
the hard meafure they had met with, that they were 
deaf to his admonitions (4). 

[D] Drove them into^t dijlike of it.] In order to 
have a juft idea of this matter, it is neceflary to tran- 
fcribe this famous oath at large ; whence it will appear 
why fome very honeft men fcrupled it, and why fome 
as honeft men took it without fcruple. The oath ran 
thus: *■ I A. B. do fwear, thatldo approve the doc - 
' trine and difcipline, or government eftablifhed in 

* the Church of England, as containing all things 
€ nece/Tary to falvation : And that I will not endea* 

* vour by myfelf or any other, directly or indirectly, 

* to bring in any Popifli doctrine, contrary to that 

* which is fo eftablifhed ; nor will I ever give my 

* confent to alter the government of the Church, by 

* Archbifhops, Bifhops, Deans, and Archdeacons, 

* &c. as it ftands now eftablifhed, and as by right it 

* ought to ftand, nor yet ever to fubject it to the 

* ufurpation and fuperftitions of the See of Rome. 

* And all thefe things I do plainly and fincerely ac- 

* knowledge and fwear, according to the plain and 
' common fenfe and underftanding of the fame words, 
' without any equivocation or mental evafion, or 
€ fecret refervation whatfoever. And this I do hear- 
' tily, willingly and truly, upon the faith of a Chrif- 
c tian. So help me God, in Jefus Chrift(5)/ Men 
of tender confeiences thought it hard to fwear to the 
continuance of a Church government, which many of 
them dilliked : and yet thefe men for the Church's 
quiet would willingly have concealed their thoughts, 
had not this oath, impofed under the penalty of ex- 
pulfion, compelled them to fpeak. Others com- 
plained of the et cetera, which, they faid, contained 
they knew not what, and might be extended to they 
knew not whom, but in all probability to the officers 
of Ecclefiaftical Courts, and to fwear to them they 
thought not only a little extraordinary, but very far 


from being lawful. Mr. Baxter fecms to have under- 
ftood this matter exactly right, for he took the oath 
to be a direct declaration in favour of the ecclefiaftical ' 
jurifdiction of Prelates as then eftablifhed, which, 
though it might be fubmitted to with little, he ap- 
prehended could not be fvvorn to without much, con- 
sideration. This put him upon ftudying the bell 
books he could meet with on this fubject ; the confe- 
quence of which was, that lie utterly difliked the 
oath, a thing which fell out to many others befides 
him, who, but for this accident, had never diflurbed 
themfelves about fo knotty a queftion (6). 

[is] That he killed a man in cold blood, and robbed 
him of a medal.] This ftrange ftory was firft publilhed 
to the world in a book written by Dr. Boreman, of Tri- 
nity-college in Cambridge; for till then it patted cur- 
rent in difcourfe, but was often contradicted, and ge- 
nerally looked upon as a calumny. At length it was 
ifcated as a direct charge, on the credit of Major Jen- 
nings, the very perfon whom Mr. Baxter left for dead. 
The fubftance of the ftory was as follows : That Mr. 
Baxter finding one Major Jennings in the war-time 
among the bodies of the dead and wounded, looked 
on while Lieutenant Hurdman that was with him ran 
him through the body in cold blood; and that Mr. 
Baxter took off with his own hand the King's picture 
from about his neck, telling him, as he was fvvim- 
ming in his gore, that he was a Popifh rogue, and 
that that was his crucifix; which picture was, it is 
faid, kept by Mr. Baxter till it was got from him, but 
notwitho it much difficulty, by one Mr. Somerfield 
who lived with Sir Thomas Rowfe, who reftored it to 
the true owner, who was fuppofed to be dead of his 
wounds (7). And this narrative was fubferibed by 
Jennings himfelf, that it might pafs for the more au- 
thentic. Mr. Baxter, in a piece pubiifhed by him 
two years afterwards, abfolutely denies this, declaring 
that he took a voluntary oath it was falfe ; that he was 
not near Major Jennings at that time, nor indeed 
ever favv him any where elfe to his knowledge in the 
courfe of his life. But in the houfe where he was, 
he did hear the foldiers tell how they wounded and 
ftripped him, and took his medal ^laughing at a filly 
foldier that called it a crucifix) ; and the man that 
took it offering it to fale, Mr. Baxter declares he gave 
him eighteen-pence for it, and fome years after fentit 
Major Jennings freely, which it feems made him 
trunk, and rafhly affirm, though falfely, that it was 
Mr. Baxter that took it from him (8). 
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tire to Sir Thomas Route's, where he continued for a long time in a very languifhing 
itate of health which hindered him from doing that fervice to his country, that 
othervvife from a man of his principles and moderation might have been expe&ed. He 
afterwards returned to Kidderminfter, and refumed the work of his miniftry. He hin- 
dered, as far as it was in his power, the taking of the Covenant; he preached and fpoke 
publicly againft the engagement (»); and therefore it is very unjuft to brand him, as 
ibme have done, as a trumpeter of rebellion [F]. When the army was marching to op- 
pofe King Charles II. at the head of the Scots, Mr. Baxter took pains, both by fpeakjng 
and writing, to remind the foldiers of their duty, and to difluade them from fighting 
againft their brethren and fellow-fubjefts (0). After this, when Cromwell a {Turned the (*> AMk- 
fupreme power, he was not afraid to exprefs his difaffedtion to his tyranny, though he did ™5£ ° Vol ^ * l " 8 
not think himfelf obliged to preach Politics from the pulpit. Once indeed he preached P . 109. 
before Cromwell 5 but neither did he in that fermon flatter, or in a conference he had with 
him afterwards, did he exprefs either affedtion to his perfon, or fubmiffion to his power, 
but quite the contrary (p) [G]. He came to London, a little before the depofition of 
Richard Cromwell. At that time Mr. Baxter was looked upon as a friend to monarchy, 
and with reafon ; for being chofen to preach before the Parliament on the 30th of April 1660, 
which was the day preceding that on which they voted the King's return, he maintained, 
that loyalty to their Prince, was a thing effential to all true Proteftants of whatever per- 
fuafion (q). About the fame time, likewife, he was chofen to preach a thankigiving fer- 
mon at St. Paul's, for General Monk's fuccefs ; and yet fome have been fo bold as to main- 
tain, that he attempted to difluade His Excellency from concurring in, or rather from 
bringing about, that happy change (r) [ H]. After the Reiteration he became one of the M impanui 
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his enemies, would take up more room than we have 
employed in writing his life. It is fufficient to note 
their names, and the pieces they have written, in the 
margin (9) ; adding, as a fpecimen, the following 
fpeech put into the mouth of Prcfident Bradfhaw in 
Hell, who, in deciding on the merits of Mr. Hobbes, 
Mr. Nevill, and Mr. Baxter, is made to fpealc of the 
latter thus : ' If he, whofe Faith is faction, whofe 

* Religion is rebellion, whofe Prayers are fpells, whc fe 

* Piety is magic, whofe Purity is the gall of bitter- 
c nefs, who can cant and recant, and cant again ; who 
1 can transform himfelf into as many fhapes as Lucifer 
' (who is never more a Devil than when an Angel of 

* Light), and, like him (who proud of his perfections, 
' firft rebelled in Heaven), proud of his imaginary 
e graces, pretends to rule and govern, and confe- 
' quently rebel on earth, be the greateft politician ; 

* then make room for Mr. Baxter: Let him come 
' in, and be crowned with wreaths of ferpents and 
€ chaplets of adders: Let his triumphant chariot be 

* a pulpit drawn on the wheels of cannon, by a brace of 

* wolves in fheeps clothing: Let the ancient Fathers 

* of the Church, whom out of ignorance he has vi- 

* lined; the reverend and learned Prelates, whom 

* out of pride and malice he has abufed, belied, and 

* perfecuted ; the moft righteous King, whofe murder 
• c (I fpeak my own and his fenfe), contrary to the 

* light of all religion, laws, reafon, and confeience, 

* he has juftified, then denied, then again and again 

* juftified; let them all be bound in chains to attend 
4 his infernal triumph to his Saints Everlafting Reft. 

* Then make room, Scribe sand Pharifees, hypocrites, 

* atheifts, and politicians, for the greatefl rebel on 

* earth, and next to him that fell from (10) Heaven.' 
Yet it is certain, that no man made more warm pre- 
tentions to loyalty than Mr. Baxter did, who, as we 
fhall prefently fee, had the courage to tell the Protec- 
tor Cromwell to his face, that the old Engliih monar- 
chy was a blefling. He was at the defire of King 
Charles II. appointed one of his Chaplains, and had 
fome fhare of royal favour as long as the King lived. 
But what feems to put this matter out of all queftion 
is this, that after the fevere treatment he met with in 
the reign of King James, which might eafily have 
foured his fpirit, and after the Revolution, when he 
was under no neceillty of keeping terms, he difclaim- 
ed all fuch fentiments, declaring positively, that 
throughout the whole civil war he was always for the 
King and Parliament, and never againft the King's 
perfon, power, or prerogative (ii). 

[GJ AffeElion to his perfon, or fubmiffion to his power, 
but quite the contrary.] The Earl of Warwick and the 
Lord Broghill were the perfons who drew him to 
preach before the Protector, and the words he made 
choice of were thefe : No-iv J befeech you, brethren , by 

Vol. II. 


that ye be perfclly joined together in the fame ?nind, and ObfcrvatOfg 
in the fame judgment. He levelled his difeourfe againft No - 9 6 ' 
the divifions and diftraclions of the Church, lhevving 
how mifchievous a thing it was for Politicians to 
maintain fuch divifions for their own ends, that they 
might fi fh in troubled waters, and keep the Church 
by its divifions in a ftate of weaknefs, left it mould be 
able to offend them. A while after Cromwell fent to 
fpeak with him, and when he came he had only three 
of his chief men with him. He began a long and te- 
dious fpeech to him of God's providence in the change 
of the government, and how God had owned it, and 
what great things had been done at home and abroad 
in the peace with Spain and Holland, &c. When he 
had continued fpeaking thus about an hour, Mr. 
Baxter told him, it was too great condefcenfion to 
acquaint him fo fully with all thofe matters which 
were above him ; but that the honeft people of the 
land took their ancient monarchy to be a bleifing, and 
not an evil, and humbly craved his patience that he 
might afic him how they had forfeited that bleffing, 
and unto whom this forfeiture was made? Upon that 
queftion he was awakened into fome paflion, and told 
him there was no forfeiture, but God had changed it 
as pleafed him ; and then he let fly at the parliament, 
which thwarted him, and, efpecially by name, at 
four or five members, who were Mr. Baxter's chief 
acquaintance, whom he prefumed to defend againft 
the Protector's paflion. And thus were four or five 
hours fpent, though to little purpofe. Some time af- 
terwards the Protector fent for him again, under pre- 
tence of afking his judgment about liberty of con- 
feience, at which time alfo he made a long tedious 
fpeech himfelf, which took up fo much time, that Mr. 
Baxter defired to offer his fentiments in writing, which 
he did ; but he fays he queftions whether Cromwell . 
read them (12). We have alfo a character of this 
ufurper drawn by the pen of our author, too long to Vol i p. icq' 
beinfertedhere (13). Lifeof Mr. 

[if J Prom bringing about that happy change.] The Baxter, publiiK- 
credit of this ftory depends on the intelligence of ed by Mr. Syl- 
Sir Roger L'Eftrange, who, in one of his dialogues, vefVer » p>1 - 
introduces it thus. * Tor. Prithee afk Mr. Baxter if see\h°e article of 

* he knew who it was that went with five or fix more CROMWELL 

* of his own cloth and character to General Monk, (Oliver). 

* upon his coming up to London in 1659; and find* 
' ing a great deal of company with him, told His 
4 Excellency that he found his time was precious, and 
1 fo would not trouble him with many words 5 but, 

* as they were of great weight, fo he hoped they 

* would make an anfwerable impreflion on him. I 

* hear a report, Sir, (faith he) that you have fome 

* thoughts of calling back the King ; but it is my 

* fenfe, and the fenfe of the gentlemen here with me, 
c that it is a thing you ought not to do upon any terms ; 
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ling's Chaplains in Ordinary, preached before him once, and had frequent accefs to his 
Loyal perfon, and was always treated by him with peculiar refpedt. At the Savoy confer- 


Ki 

Roy a 

rences, Mr. Baxter affifted as one of the Commiffioners, and then drew up the Reformed 
Liturgy, which all who are competent judges allow to be an excellent performance. He 
was offered the bifhopric of Hereford, by the Lord Chancellor Clarendon, which he re- 
• fufed to accept, for reafons which he rendered in a refpeftful letter to his Lordfhip (s). (s] Baxter . f 
Yet even then he would willingly have returned to his beloved town of Kidderminlter, 
and have preached there in the low ftate of a Curate. But even this was refuied him, hrBgmem, Vol, 
aLSS' thou g h the Lord-Chancellor took pains to have fettled him there as he defired (/). When i^W J*- 
voufp.T^- he found himfdr thus difappointed, he preached oc^afionally about the city of London, niters nienced, 
3°°-i fometimes for Dr. Bates at St. Dunftan's in the Weft, and fometimes in other places, 9 ° g ' m lu *' 9 °°' 

having a licence from Bifhop Sheldon, upon his fubferibing a promife, not to preach any 
thing againft the dottrine or ceremonies of the Church (u). The laft time he preached in («) Jj^- 
public was on the 15th of May, 1662, a farewel fermon at Black-Friars. He afterwards p ' 300 
retired to Afton in Middlefex, where he went every Lord's day to the public church, 
and fpent the reft of the day with his family, and a few poor neighbours that came in to 
him. In 1665, when the plague raged, he went to Richard Hampden's, Efq; in Buck- - 
inghamfliire, and returned to Adon when it was over. He ftaid there as long as the a<5t 
againft conventicles continued in force, and when that was expired, he had fo many auditors 
that he wanted room. Hereupon, by a warrant figned by two Juftices, he was committed 
for fix months to New-Prifon jail, but got an Habeas Corpus, and was releafed and removed 
^.Account of to Totteridge near Barnet (w) At this place he lived quietly and without difturbance, 

hnced "voi. ii. but not without many marks of Royal favour. The King was refolved to make lb me 
Augment of C0ncc ^ 10ns t0 ^ Diffenters in Scotland, and the Duke of Lauderdale, by his order, ac- 
Baxtcr^Life^ quainted Mr. Baxter, that if he would take this opportunity of going into that kingdom, 
vd.i. p. 304^ he fhould have what preferment he would there j which he declined on account of his 
own weaknefs and the circumftances of his family. His opinion, however, was taken on 
the fchemefor fettling Church difputes in that country (#). In 1671, Mr. Baxter loft the (*) Seethear- 
greateft part of his fortune by the fhutting up of the King's Exchequer, in which he had a £and jJhw) 
(y) z^, voi.i. thoufand pounds (y). After the indulgence in 1672, he returned into the city, and was Duke of l*u- 
p* 333- one of the Tuefday lecturers at PinnerVhall, and had a Friday lecture at Fetter-lane, but derdale ' 

on the Lord's days, he for fome time preached only occafionally ; and afterwards more 
ftatedly in St. James's market-houfe, where in 1674 he had a wonderful deliverance, by 
almoft a miracle, from a crack in the floor (z). He was apprehended as he was preaching (*) Hid. P . 341, 
his led ure at Mr. Turner's, but foon releafed, becaufe the warrant was not, as it ought to 
have been, figned by a city juftice. The times feeming to grow more favourable, he 
built a meeting- houfe in Oxenden-ftreet, where he preached but once before a refolution 
was taken to furprife and fend him to the county jail on the Oxford A<51, which misfortune 
he luckily efcaped ; but the perfon who preached for him was committed to the Gatehoufe, 
and continued there three months. Having been kept out of his new meeting- houfe a 
whole year-, he took another in Swallow-ftreet, but was likewife prevented from ufing 
that, a guard being fixed there for many Sundays together, to hinder him from coming 
into it. On Mr. Wadfworth's dying, Mr. Baxter preached to his congregation in 
Southwark for many months. When Dr. Lloyd fucceeded Dr. Lamplugh in St. Martin's 
parifh, Mr. Baxter made him an offer of the chapel he had built in Oxenden-ftreet, for 

* for profanenefs is fo infeparable from the royal par- that he might be difcharged from his imprifonment by 

* ty, that if ever you bring the King back, the power Law. The Earl of Orrery, the Earl of Manchefter, 
1 of godlinefs will mod certainly depart from this the Earl of Arlington, and the Duke of Buckingham, 

(14) Obfemtor, * * and (h)-' To which charge Mr. Baxter returned mentioned the affair to the King, who was pleaied to 
No. 96. 9 an anfwer in the following words: < Dr. Manton fend Sir John Baber to him, to let him know, that 

* (and whether any other I remember not) went once though his Majefty was not willing to relax the Law, 

* with me to General Monk, and it was to congratu- yet he would not be offended, if by any application to 
9 late him, but with this requeft, that he would take the courts in Weitminfter-hall he could procure his li- 

* care that debauchery and contempt of religion might berty ; upon this a Habeas Corpus was demanded at 
4 not be let loofe upon any man's pretence of being the bar of the Common-Pleas, and granted. The 
« for the King, as it already began with fome to be. Judges were clear in their opinion, that the mittimus 
« But there was not one word by me fpoken (or by was inefficient, and thereupon difcharged him. This 
« any one, to my remembrance) againit his calling exafperated the juftices, who committed him ; and 

* back the King, nor any of the reit here adjoined : therefore they made a new mittimus in order to have 

* But as to me, it is a mere fittion. And the King fent him to the county-gaol of Newgate, which he 

* was fo fenfible of the fame that I faid, that he fent avoided by keeping out of the way. The whole of 

* over a proclamation againft fuch men, as while they this perfecution is faid to have been owing to the par- 

* called themfelves the King's party, did live in de- ticular pique of Dr. Bruno Rives, Dean of Windfor 

* bauchery and profanenefs ; which proclamation fo and of Wolverhampton, Rector oi Hafclly and of Ac- 

* rejoiced them that were after Nonconforming, that ton, and one of the King's Chaplains in Ordinary 

(15) Cahmy'i * they read it publicly in the churches (15).' (16). The reafon that he pufhed this matter fo far 1 16) n-j v . - 
Life of Baxter, [/] Removed to Totteridge near Barnet.] In this was, becaufe Mr. Baxter had preached in his parifh p ni«-*** 
Vol.iv. p. 911. affair, as Mr. Baxter met with fome hardfhip in the of Afton, which he fancied fomcway refle&ed upon ' 

commitment, fo he experienced the fincerity of many him, becaufe Mr. Baxter had always a large audience, 

of his belt friends, who on this occafion (luck by him though in truth this was in a good meafure owing* to 

very fteadily. As he was carried to prifon, he called the imprudence of the Dean, whofe Curate was a 

upon Serjeant Fountain to afk his advice, who, when weak man, and too great a frequenter of alehoufes. 
he had perufed the mittimus, gave it as his opinion. 
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public worfliip, which was very kindly accepted (a) [K], In 1682, he Offered more 
icvcrely than he had ever done on account of his non-conformity. One day he was fud 
denly furprifed in his houfe by many Conftables and Officers, who apprehended him upon 
a warrant to feize his perfon, for cflming within five miles of a corporation, producing at 
the fame time five more warrants, to diftrain for one hundred and ninety-five pounds for 
five lermons. Though he was much out of order, being but juft rifen from his bed, where 
he had been in extremity of pain, he was contentedly going with them to a Juftice, to 
be fent to jail, and left his houfe to their will (b). But Dr. Thomas Cox meeting him as ^ r ^ m ^ s 
he was going, forced him again into his bed, and went to five Juftices and took his oath, V oi. i. P . 357 
that he could not go to priibn without danger of death. Upon this the Juftices delayed 
till they had confulted the King, who confented that his imprifonment ftiould be for that 
time forborne, that he might die at home. But they executed their warrants on the books 
and goods in the houfe, though he made it appear they were none of his ; and they fold 
even the bed which he lay fick upon (c). Some friends paid them as much money as they 
were appraifed at, and he repayed them. And all this was without Mr. Baxter's having the 
leaft notice of any accufation, or receiving any fummons to appear and anfwer for himfelf, 
or ever feeing the Juftices or accufers ; and afterwards he was in conftant danger of 'new 
feizures, and thereupon he was forced to leave his houfe, and retire into private lodg- 
ings (d). Things continued much in the fame way during the year 1683, and Mr. Baxter 
remained in great obfeurity ; however, not without receiving a remarkable teftimony of 
the fincere efteem, and great confidence, which a perfon of remarkable piety, though of 
another perfuafion, had towards him : The reverend Mr. Thomas Mayot, a beneficed 
Clergyman in the Church of England, who had devoted his eftate to charitable ufes, 
gave by his laft will 600/. to be diftributed by Mr. Baxter to fixty poor ejedled Mini- 
fters -j adding, that he did it not becaufe they were Nonconformifts, but becaufe many 
fuch were poor and pious. But the King's Attorney, Sir Rober Sawyer, fued for it in 
the Chancery, and the Lord-Keeper North gave it all to the King. It was paid into the 
Chancery by order, and, as Providence directed it, there kept fafe, till King William the 
Third aicended the throne, when the Commiffioners of the Great Seal reftored it to the 
ufe for which it was intended by the deceafed ; and Mr. Baxter difpofed of it according- 
ly (<?). In the following year, 1684, Mr. Baxter fell into a very bad ftate of health, fo as 
to be fcarcely able to ftand. He was in this condition, when the Juftices of Peace for the 
county of Middlefex granted a warrant again ft him, in order to his being bound to his 
good behaviour. They got into his houfe, but could not immediately get at him, Mr. 
Baxter being in his ftudy, and their warrant not impowering them to break open doors. 
Six Conftables, however, were fet to hinder him from getting to his bed-chamber, and fo 
by keeping him from food and fleep, they carried their point, and took him away to the 
Seffions-houfe, where he was bound in the penalty of four hundred pounds to keep the 
peace, and was brought up twice afterwards, though he kept his bed the greateft part of 
the time (/). In the beginning of the year 1685, Mr. Baxter was committed to the 
King's-Bench prifon, by a warrant from the Lord Chief Juftice Jefferies, for his para- 
phrafe on the New Teftament, and tried on the 30th of May in the fame year in the 
court of King's-Bench, and found guilty, and on the 29th of June following received a 
very fevere fentence (g) [/-]." In 1686, the King, by the mediation of the Lord Powis, 

granted 


(17) Compleat 
Hift. of England, 
VoJ. iii. p. 412. 


(18) A Breviate 
of the Life of 
Mrs. Margaret 
Baxter, by Ri- 
chard Baxter, 
l6Sj, 4/0. p. 57. 


[K] Which was very kindly accepted J\ This was a 
fatt public enough in its own nature, and which Mr. 
Baxter had mentioned in his life-time ; and yet, on its 
appearing in Dr. Calamy's Abridgment, a very con- 
fiderable writer, in a work which makes no mean 
figure in the world, was pleafed to tell his readers, 
that this part of the relation, as to the offer of a chapel, is 
known to be falfe (17), which occafioned, as it well 
might, a ftricl enquiry to be made. At nrft fight, in- 
deed the point might feem to be of no great import- 
ance ; but when it is remarked that Mr. Baxter had 
given it under his hand, that Dr. Lloyd and his pa- 
rijbi oners had accepted it for public worjhip, on J he offer 
of himfelf and his wife (18) ; it is plain, that admit- 
ting this to be a falfehood, mull prove a ftain on the 
character of the deceafed, and fuch a one as might 
make very difadvantageous impreflions on the minds of 
pofterity. Hereupon application was made to Dr. 
Lloyd himfelf, then Bifhop of Worcefter, who was, 
pleafed in juftice to truth, and to Mr. Baxter's me- 
mory, to give it under his hand, ' that Mr. Baxter, 

* being difturbed in his meeting-houfe in Oxenden- 

* ftreet by the King's drums, which Mr. Secretary 

* Coventry caufed to be beat under the windows, 
« made an offer of letting it to the parifh of St. Mar- 

* tin's for a tabernacle, at the rent of forty pounds a 

* year; and that his Lord (hip hearing it, faid he 

* liked it well, and that thereupon Mr. Baxter came 

* to him himfelf, and upon his propofing the fame 

* thing to him, he acquainted the veftry, and they 


* took it upon thofe terms (19).' Thus this matter * Cala , g 
was fully and clearly made out beyond any poflibility Abridgmelrtof 
of a reply, and is a full proof that we ought not to the Life of Ba*- 
take upon trull, whatever ha fly or partial men may ter, Vol. i. 
think fit to fet down in their hiftories. P* 34^- 

[L] Received a very fevere fentence J\ This trial of 
Mr. Baxter was by much the moft remarkable tranf- 
aclion in his life ; and therefore we are under a ne- 
ceffity of ftating things from a perfon, who has given 
us the faireft account of them, for the fake of autho- 
rity. On the 6th of May, being the nrft day of 
Eafter Term, 1685, Mr. Baxter appeared in the 
court of King's-Bench, and Mr. Attorney declared 
he would file an information againft him. On the 
14th the defendant pleaded not guilty, and on the 
1 8th, Mr. Baxter being much indifpofed, and defiring 
farther time than to the 30th, which was the day ap- 
pointed for the trial, he moved by his counfel that it 
might be put off ; on which occaiion the Chief juftice 
anfwered angrily, I will not give him a minute's 
time more to fave his life. We have had (fays fie) 
to do with other forts of perfons, but now we have a 
Saint to deal with, and I know how to deal with 
Saints as well as finners. Yonder (fays he) ftands 
Oates in the pillory (as he actually did in the New 
Palace-yard), and he fays he fufFers for the truth, and 
fo does Baxter; but if Baxter did but ftand on the 
other fide of the pillory with him, I would fay two of 
the greateft rogues and rafcals in the kingdom ftood 
there. On the 30th of May, in the afternoon, he 


s 


was 
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granted him a pardon ; and, on the 24th of November, he was difcharged out of the 
King's Bench. Sureties, however, were required for his good behaviour j but it was 

entered 


was brought to his trial before the Lord Chief Juftice 
Jefferies at Guildhall. Sir Henry Afhurft, who 
could not forfakehis own and his father's friend, flood 
by him all the while. Mr. Baxter came firft into 
court, and with all the marks of ferenity and com- 
pofure waited for the coming of the Lord Chief Juf- 
tice, who appeared quickly after with great indigna- 
tion in his face. He no fooner fat down, than a fhort 
caufe was called, and tried ; after which the clerk 
began to read the title of another caufe. You block- 
head you (fays Jefferies), the next caufe is between 
Richard Baxter and the King : Upon which Mr. Bax- 
ter's caufe was called. The parages mentioned in 
the information, were his paraphrafe on Matth. v. 19. 
Mark ix. 39. Mark xi. 31. Mark xu. 38, 39,40. 
Luke x. 2. John xi. 57. and Acis xv. 2. Thefe paf- 
fages were picked out by Sir Roger L'Eftrange, and 
fome of his fraternity. And a certain noted clergy- 
man (who mail be namelefs) put into the hands of 
his enemies fome accufations out of Rom. xiii. &c. as 
againft the King, to touch his life ; but no ufe was 
made of them. The great charge was, that in thefe 
feveral paffages he reflected on the Prelates of the 
Church of England, and fo was guilty of fedition, 
&x. The King's counfel opened the information at 
large, with its aggravations. Mr. Wallop, Mr. 
Williams, Mr. Rotherham, Mr. Atwood, and Mr. 
Phipps, were Mr. Baxter's counfel, and had been 
feed by Sir Henry Afhurft. Mr. Wallop faid, that 
he conceived the matter depending being a point of 
doctrine, it ought to be referred to the Bifhop, his 
Ordinary; but if not, he humbly conceived the doc- 
trine was innocent and juftifiable, fetting afide the 
inuendos, for which there was no colour, there being 
no antecedent to refer them to ft. e. no Bifhop or 
Clergy of the Church of England named). He faid 
the book accufed, i. e. The Comment on the New 
*TeJlament> contained many eternal truths ; but they 
who drew the information were the libellers, in ap- 
plying to the Prelates of the Church of England, 
thofe fevere things which were written concerning 
fome Prelates who deferved the characters which he 
gave. My Lord (fays he), I humbly conceive the 
Bifhops Mr. Baxter fpeaks of, as your Lordfhip, if 
you have read Church hiftory, muft confefs, were the 
plagues of the church and of the world. g Mr. Wal- 

* lop, fays the Lord Chief Juftice, I obferve you are 

* in all thefe dirty caufes ; and were it not for you 
4 gentlemen of the long robe, who mould have more 

* wit and honefty than to fupport and hold up thefe 

* factious knaves by the chin, we mould not be at the 

* pafswe are.' My Lord, fays Mr. Wallop, I hum- 
bly conceive, that the paffages accufed are natural 
deductions from the text 1 You humbly conceive, 
4 fays Jefferies, and I humbly conceive : Swear him, 

* fwear him.' My Lord, fays he, under favour, I 
am counfel for the defendant; and, if I undcrftand 
cither Latin or Englifh, the information now brought 
againft Mr. Baxter upon fuch a flight ground, is a 
greater reflection upon the Church of England, than 
any thing contained in the book he is accufed for. 
Says Jefferies to him, ■ Sometimes you humbly con^ 

* ceive, and fometimes you are very pofitive : You 

* talk of your (kill in Church hiftory, and of your 
- under/landing Latin and Englifh ; 1 think I undcr- 

* ftand fomething of them as well as you ; but, in 
4 fhort, muft tell you, that if you do not undcrftand 

* your duty better, I fhall teach it you.' Upon which 
Mr. Wallop fat down. Mr. Rotheram urged, that if 
Mr. Baxter's book had fharp reflections upon the 
Church of Rome by name, but fpake well of the 
Prelates of the Church of England, it was to be pre- 
fumed that the fharp reflections were intended only 
againft the Prelates of the Church of Rome. The 
Lord Chief Juftice faid, Baxter was an enemy to the 
name and thing, the office and perfon of Bifhops. 
Rotheram added, that Baxter frequently attended 
divine fervice, went to the facrament, and perfuaded 
others to do fo too, as was certainly and publickly 
known ; and had, in the very book fo charged, 
fpoken very moderately and honourably of the Biihop3 
of the Church of England. Mr. Baxter added, My 
Lord, I have been fo moderate with refpect to the 


Church of England, that I have incurred the cenfure 
of many of the^Diifenters upon that account. * Bax- 

* ter for Bifhops ! fays Jefferies, that's a merry con- 
€ ceit indeed ; turn to it, turn to it/ Upon this 
Rotheram turned to a place where it is faid, 4 That 
1 great refpect is due to thofe truly called to be Bi- 

* fhops among us, 1 or to that purpofe. 1 Ay, faith 
€ Jefferies, this is your Prefbyterian cant ; truly called 
< to be Bifhops ; that is himfelf, and fuch rafcals, 

* called to be Bifhops of Kidderminfter, and other 

* fuch places : Bifhops fet apart by fuch factious, 

* fnivelling Prefbyterians as himfelf ; a Kidderminfter 

* Bifhop he means : According to the faying of a late 
e learned author, and every parifh lhall maintain a 

* Tithe-pig Metropolitan.' Mr. Baxter beginning 
to fpeak again, fays he to him, £ Richard, Richard, 

* doft thou think we will hear thee poifon the court, 
1 &c. Richard, thou art an old fellow, an old knave ; 

* thou haft written books enough to load a cart, 
1 every one as full of fedition (I might fay treafon) 

* as an egg is full of meat. Hadfl thou been whip- 

* ped out of thy writing trade forty years ago, it had 
€ been happy. Thou pretendeft to be a preacher of 
' the gofpel of peace, and thou haft one foot in the 

* grave ; 'tis time for thee to begin to think what ac- 
1 count thou intendeft to give. But leave thee to 
' thyfelf, and I fee thou'lt go on as thou haft begun ; 

* but, by the grace of God, I will look after thee. 

* I know thou haft a mighty party, and I fee a great 

* many of the brotherhood in corners, waiting to fee 
■ what will become of their mighty Don, and aDoc- 

* tor of the party (looking to Dr. Bates) at your el- 
' bow; but, by the Grace of Almighty God, I'll 

* crufh you all.' Mr. Rotheram fitting down, Mr. 
Atwood began to fhew, that not one of the paffages 
mentioned in the information ought to be ftrained to 
that fenfe which was put upon them by the inuendos, 
they being more natural when taken in a milder 
fenfe, nor could any one of them be applied to the 
Prelates of the Church of England without a very 
forced conftruction. To evidence this, he would 
have read fome of the text : But Jefferies cried out, 
You fhall not draw me into a conventicle with your 
annotations, nor your fnivelling parfon neither. My 
Lord, fays Atwood, I conceive this to be exprefsly 
within Rofwell's cafe, lately beRre your Lordfhip. 
You conceive, fays Jefferies, you conceive amifs ; it 
is not. My Lord, fays Mr. Atwood, that I may ufe 
the beft authority, permit me to repeat your Lord- 
fhip's own words in that cafe. No, you fhall not, 
fays he : You need not fpeak, for you are an author 
already; though you fpeak and write impertinently. 
Says Atwood, I cannot help that, my Lord, if my 
talent be no better ; but it is my duty to do my bell 
for my client. Jefferies thereupon went on, inveigh- 
ing againft what Atwood had pnblifhed ; and At- 
wood juftifled it to be in defence of the Englifh con- 
ftitution, declaring that he never difowned any thing 
that he had written. Jefferies federal times ordered 
him to fit down, but he ftill went on. My Lord, 
fays he, I have matter of Law to offer for my client ; 
and he proceeded to cite feveral cafes, wherein it had 
been adjudged that words ought to be taken in the 
milder fenfe, and not to be ftrained by inuendos. 
Well, fays Jefferies, when he had done, you have 
had your fay. Mr. Williams and Mr. Phipps faid 
nothing, for they faw it was to no purpofe. At 
length fays Mr. Baxter himfelf, My Lord, I think I 
can clearly anfwer all that is laid to my charge, and 
I fhall do it briefly. The fum is contained in thefe 
few papers, to which I fhall add a little by teftimony. 
But Jefferies would not hear a word. At length the 
Chief Juftice fummed up the matter in a long and 
fulfome harangue. < 5 Tis notorioufly known (fays 
' he) there has been a defign to ruin the King and 
' the nation. The old game has been renewed, and 
c this has been the main incendiary. He is as rnodefl 

* now as can be ; but time was, when no man was fo 
' r . ady to bind your Kings in chains, and your 
1 Nobles in fetters of iron ; and to your tents, O 
« Ifrael. Gentlemen, for God's fake don't let us be 

* gulled twice in an age, &c.' And when he con- 
eluded, he told the jury, that if they in their con- 
ferences 
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ehtered on his bail- piece by direction of King James, that his remaining in London, con- 
trary to the Oxford ad, fhould not*be taken as a breach of the peace. After this he re- 
tired to a houfe he took in Charter-houfe yard, contenting himfelf with the exercife of 
his miBiftry, as affiftant to Mr. Sylvefter i and though no man was better qualified than 
he, for managing the public affairs of his party, yet he never meddled with them, nor 
had the lead to do with thole addrefles which were prefented by fome of that body to 
King James II. on his indulgence (b). After his fetrlement in Charter-houfe yard, he 
continued about four years and a half in the exercife of public duties, till he became fo 
very weak as to be forced to keep his chamber. Even then he ceafed not to do good, fo 
far as it was in his power ; and as he fpent his life in taking pains, fo to the laft moment 
of it he direfted his Chriftian brethren by the light of a good example. He departed 
this life December 8, 1691. A few days after, his corpfe was interred in Chrift-church, 
being attended to the grave by a large company of all ranks and qualities, efpecially mi- 
ni fters, and amongft them not a few of the Eftablifhed Church, who very prudently paid 
this laft tribute of refpeft to the memory of a great and good man, whofe labours deferved 
much from true Christians of all denominations (#). He was a man, to fpeak impartially 
from the confideration of his writings, who had as ftrong a head, and as found a heart, as 
ar.y of the age in which he lived. He was too confcientious to comply from temporal 
motives, and his charity was too extenfive to think of recommending himfelf to popular 
applaufe by a rigid behaviour. Thefe fentiments produced fuch a practice as inclined 
fome to believe he had a religion of his own, which was the reafon that when Sir John 
Gayer bequeathed a legacy by will to men of moderate notions, he could think of no 
better expreffjon than this, that they fhould be of Mr. Baxter's religion (k) [AfJ. We 
need not wonder that a perfon fo little addidted to any party fhould experience the bitter 
neis of all \ and, in truth, no man was ever more feverely treated in this refpedt than 
Mr. Baxter, againft whom more books were written, than againft any man in the age in 
which he lived [iVJ. His friends, however, were fuch, that the bare repetition of their 
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fclences believed he meant the Biftiops and Clergy of 
the Church of England, in the paflages which the 
information referred to, they muft find him guilty ; 
and he could mean no man elfe ; if not, they muft 
find him not guilty. When he had done, fays Mr. 
Baxter to him, Does your Lordfhip think any jury 
will pretend to pafs a verdidl upon me, upon fuch a 
trial ? * I'll warrant you, Mr. Baxter, fays he, don't 

* you trouble yourfelf about that.' The jury imme- 
diately laid their heads together at the bar, and found 
him guilty. As he was going from the bar, Mr. 
Baxter told my Lord Chief Juftice, who had fo loaded 
him with reproaches, and yet continued them, that 

* a predeceflbr of his had had other thoughts of him :* 
Upon which he replied, * That there was not an ho- 

* neft man in England but what took him for a great 

* knave/ He had fubpcenaed feveral clergymen, 
who appeared in court, but were of no ufe to him, 
through the violence of the Chief Juftice. The trial 
being over, Sir Henry Aftiurft led Mr. Baxter through 
the crowd (I mention it to his honour), and con- 
veyed him away in his coach. On June the 29th 
following he had judgment given againft him. He 
was fined five hundred marks, to lie in prifon till he 
paid it, and be bound to his good behaviour for feven 
years (20). 

[Af] That they Jhould be of Mr. "Baxters religion.} 
p. 36S — Sir John Gayer did by his laft will and teftament be- 
queath a confiderable-fum of money to perfons lately 
entered into the miniftry, and young ftudents for the 
miniftry, with this reftmclion, that they mould be fuch 
as were neither for domination nor unneceftary fepa- 
ration, but of Mr. Baxter's principles. His Lady, 
being of the Eftablifhed Church, inclined to pay the 
legacy to fuch as were within Sir John's description 
of her own community. Upon this a Chancery fuit 
was commenced, wherein it was proved, to the fatif- 
faclion of the court, that Mr. Baxter was a Noncon- 
formift ; whereupon a decree went in favour of the 
(21) Account of plaintiffs (21). This was certainly a very fingular 
Minifters filen- cafe, and much for the honour of Mr. Baxter, fince 
it plainly appears that Sir John Gayer thought him a 
man of diftinguifhed piety and uncommon modera- 
tion ; and, on the other hand, neither Church nor 
DifTenters could be prevailed on to part with their 
right in him, but actually tried it in a court of equity. 
[It has been juftly obferved by a correfpondent, that 
it was the legacy, and not the bare right in or to 
Mr. Baxter, which occasioned this fuppofed conteft 
between the Church and the Di/Tenters.] 

[N] Againft any man in the age in which he Ii t vea r .~\ 
It is faid that in whole, or in part, no lefs than fatty 
Vol. II, 
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treatifes were oppofed to him and his writings ; nei- 
ther would it be difficult to make this good by a diitinft 
citation of them ; but, for brevity's fake, perhaps the 
following fuccincl: account may do as well. He had 
for his adverfaries certain modern Sadducees, who 
were provoked by his ftrenuoufly aflerting the immor- 
tality of the foul, and a future ftate of rewards and 
puniihments. He was oppofed by Material! fts, on 
account of his maintaining the diftinclion between 
fpirit and fubftance : By the Anti-trinitarians, for af- 
firming their dodrines to be incompatible with the 
fcriptures : By certain zealous Ecclefiaftics, for re- 
prefenting the old controverfies with the Neftorians, 
Eutychians, and Monothelites, as capable of eafier 
reconciliations than is allowed by fierce dividers : By 
Arians and Socinians, as judging too hardly of fucn 
as deny the godhead of Chrift : By Arminians, as 
holding fpecial Election and differencing Grace : By 
hot Anti-arminians, for holding fuch free-will and 
univerfal redemption, as Ufher, Davenant and Pref- 
ton, and other fuch knowing men, defended : By 
the Anabaptifts, for writing fo much and fo warmly 
for Infant-Baptifm : By rigid difTenting Separatifts, 
for feparating no farther from the Conforming than 
they feparate themfelves from necefTary truths, and 
for perfuading men to communion with the parifli 
afTemblies : By the Conforming Separatifts, for not 
feparating from all fave themfelves, and for owning 
thofe to be faithful fervants of Chrift whom they re-. 
je£l : By the Seekers, for afTerting the Certainty of 
Scripture Verity, as fealed by the Spirit, by miracles 
and fanclification ; and for maintaining that there is 
yet a continuance of a true Miniftry and true Churches : 
By Mr. Liford, and fome others, for taking the blaf- 
phemers of the Holy Ghoft to be fixed Infidels, judg- 
ing ChrifPs miracles to be by the Devil : By Mr» 
Henry Dodwell, for not taking the office of Prefby- 
ters to be varied by the will of the Bifhop or Or- 
dainer, without being determined by Chrift's inftitu- 
tion ; and for not denying the Prefbyters and Bifhops- 
of the reformed Churches to be real minifters, and 
not unchurching their Churches, who have not an 
uninterrupted fucceffion of canonical ordination by 
Diocefans, as from the days of the Apoftles, and not 
inveighing againft them as committing the fin againft 
the Holy Ghoft, in adminiftering the facraments 
while but laymen, though he himfelf held fuch as the 
French to be true minifters ; By the Eraftiarrs, for 
vindicating the power of the keys, and the neceffity 
of minifterial Church difcipline : By the Indepen- 
dents, for being too much for a national Church, and 
againft their unneceflary covenanting terms of com- 
F m union, 
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names might well pais for a panegyric; fince it is impoffible they could have lived in 
terms of it rift intimacy with any other than a wife and upright man [0]. But the beft 
teftimony of Mr. Baxter's worth may be drawn from his own writings, of which he left 
behind him a very large number [PJ. Many indeed have cenfured them, though it is 
certain, that fame of his books met with as general a reception as any that ever were 
printed ; and the judicious Dr. Barrow, whofe opinion all competent judges will admit, 
gave this judgment upon them, that his praftical writings were never mended, his contro- 
verjial feldom confuted (/). . . 

[As Mr, Baxter was, in feveral refpefts, one of the mod eminent perfons of his time, a 
few farther particulars concerning him may not be unacceptable to many of our readers. 
He appears, as hath already been intimated, to have been unhappy in his education, 
with regard both to learning and piety (;»)> his fchoolmafters being ignorant and immo- 
ral. For want of better inftrudtors, he fell into the hands of the readers of the villages 
in which he lived And though he had not afterwards the advantage of an acade- 

mical 


(21) mi P . 
905, 506. " 


• The words 

C;.jus pruritus 

difputandi are an 
atllufion to Sir 
Henry WottorTs 
m nurmentdl in- 
fcrption in E- 
ton chapel, Use 
jaccf hujus fentcn- 
tia p' h us au- 
tier j difputandi 
pruritus ecclrfta- 
rattt-fcabiet, 

(23) Review ( f 
frlr. Baxter's 

LHc, by Mr. 

Tlmin I L 112, 

p.lg 9 . 


munion, and their giving too much power to popular 
votes : By the Scottiih Prelbyterians, for being againft 
the impcfition of their Covenant, and too much for 
Epifcopacy : By zealous Churchmen, becaufe he was 
net entirely a Conforming and particularly differed 
from them in his notions of Epifcopacy : By eager 
Politicians, who fought to reprefent him as a re- 
publican, and avowed enemy to monarchy, and to 
the Royal family ; By loofe and licentious writers, 
who, through the fides of Mr. Baxter, were for ridi- 
culing and expofing religion and fobriety, morality 
and good manners (22), All thefe adverfaries pur- 
fued him with uncommon virulence in fentiment and 
language ; and he, on the other hand, defended 
himfeif with great vigour againft them all, being fel- 
dom known to quit the field where his adverfary 
brought any other weapon to the difpute than fcurri- 
lity. To fet down the names of all who made them- 
felves remarkable by contending with Mr. Baxter, 
would take up too much room, and therefore let it 
fufnee that we give an inftance in one of the malice of 
the reft ; and this inftance mall be an epitaph, or 
monumental infeription, drawn up for him in his 
lifetime, and publimed, that he might fee how he was 
to be reprefented after his death. * Hicjacet Richar- 
' aus Baxter, Theologus Armatus, Loiolita Refor- 
" matus, Hacrefiarcha ^Erianus, Schifmaticorum An- 
\ tcfignanus : Cujus pruritus difputandi * peperit, 
4 fcriptandi cacoethes nutrivit, praedicandi zelus in- 
* temperatus maturavit ccclefiae fcabiem. Qui dif- 
' fentit ab iis, quibufcum confentit maximo : Turn 
J fibi cum aliis nonconformis praeteritis, praefentibus, 
' et futuris : Regum et Epifcoporum juratus hoftes : 
c Ipfumque rebellium folenne fcedus. Quinatuserat 
' per feptuaginta annos^et o&oginta libros, ad per- 
' turbandos regni refpuolicas, et ad bis perdendam 
( Ecclefiam Anglicanam ; magnis tamen excedit aufis. 
t Deo gratias (23).' The fenfe of which is, Here 
lies Richard Baxter, a militant divine ', a reformed 
ifefifit, a brazen Herefiarch, and the chief of Scbifma- 
tics, whofe itch of d if pitting begat, whofe humour of 
writing non rifted, and whoje intemperate zeal in preach- 
ing brought to its utmofi height h the leprojy of the Church : 
Who difjentcd from thofe with whom he moft agreed \ 
from himfelf as well as all other Nonconformifts paft, 
prrfent, and to come ; the fworn enemy of Kings and 
Bijhops, and in himfelf the 'very bond of rebels : Who 
was born through Jhventy yhars aad-^tighty books, to 
dijlurb the peace of the kingdom, and twice to attempt 
the ruin of the Church of England ; in the endeavour of 
which mighty mij chiefs he felljbort. For which, thanks 
be to God, ■ ' • 

[O] With any other than a wife and upright tnan.] 
We have already mentioned many of his court friends, 
to whom we ought to add the famous Duke of Lau- 
ccrdale, and the Earl of Balcarras, a Scotch noble- 
man of the name of Lindfay, who is faid by Calamy 
to have been ' a very confiderable man, and taken 
' for the head of the Pre/by terians with the King.' 
The great Chief Juftice Hale, who honoured him 
with an intimate friendihip, gave a high encomium 
of his piety and le#ning to all the Judges ; when he 
was in prifon, 011 the Oxford a£t, left him a legacy 
in his will, and feveral large books, in his own 
hand-writing, on the matter of their converfations ; 
Alderman Alhun't, Sir John Maynard, Sir James 
Langham, Sir Edward Harley, &c. He was like- 
wife honoured with the correfpondence of many fo- 


reign Divines, fuch as Mr. Brunfenius, Chaplain to 
the Eledorof Brandenbourg; Dr. Spencer, Chaplain 
to the Eleclor of Saxony ; the celebrated Monfieur 
Amyrald, and many others ; Among whom we ought 
not to forget Dr. John Tillotfon, then Dean of St. 
Paul's, and afterwards Archbifhop of Canterbury (24). 
[It is aliened by Mr. Bcardmore, that Dr. Tillotfon 
compared Baxter to the learned Henry Dodwell, 
faying, 4 that they were much alike in their tempers 
< and opinions in one refpeft, though they were moft 

* wide and oppofitc one to another in their tenets ; 
' namely, that both of them loved to abound in their 

* own fenfe, and could by no means be brought off 

* their own apprehenfions and thbughts, but would 

* have them to be the rule and ftandard for all other 
■ men's f. 9 ] 

[P] Of which he left behind him a large number.'] 
Dr. Bates tells us, that his books, which for number 
and variety of matter were fufficient to make a li- 
brary, contain a treafure of Controverfial, Cafuiftical, 
Pofitive, and Practical Divinity (25). Bifhop Wil- 
kins affirms, that he has cultivated every fubject he 
has handled (26). Dr. Simon Patrick, Bifhop of 
Ely, commends him as a ufeful and pious writer (27). 
But the Reverend Mr. Long of Exeter, whom we 
have quoted more than once, fays, that it would be 
well for the world if they were all burned (28). 
According to his computation, they were in number 
fourfcore : Dr. Calamy fays, he wrote above one 
hundred and twenty (29), Neither of thefe com-, 
putations are exadl. The author of this note hath 
feen a hundred and forty-five diftindl treatifes of Mr. 
Baxter's, whereof four were folios, feventy- three 
quartos, forty-nine octavos, and nineteen in twelves 
and twenty-fours, belides fingle fheets, feparate fer- 
mons, and at leaft five and twenty prefaces before 
other men's writings. The firft book he publifhed 
was his Aphorifms of Juftification, and the Covenant 's, 
printed in 1649 ; and the laft in his lifetime, The 
Certainty of the World of Spirits, printed in 1691 ; fo 
that he was an author two and fifty years. Amongft 
his moft famous pieces were his Saints Everlafling 
Reft ; his Call to the Unconverted) of "which twenty 
thoufand were fold in one year. It was tranflated 
into all the European languages, and into the Indian 
tongue ; his Reformed Liturgy, his (Catholic Theology, 
his Poor Mqn's Family Book, lys Dying Thoughts, and 
his Paraphrafe on the New Tejlamcnt, His practical 
works have been printed altogether in four volumes 
in folio, and it is a pity the fame care has not been 
taken of thofe of another kind. On the whole, his 
books are like to fhare always the fame fate their au- 
thor had while living, that is, to be mightily cltccm- 
ed by fome, and mightily condemned by others. 

I [£>J For want of better inftruBors, he fell into the 
hands of the readers of the villages in which he li ved.'] 
He fays himfelf, ' In the village where I was bom 
f there were four reader* fucccflivcly in fix years time, 

* ignorant men,, and two of them immoral in their 
' lives; who were t all my fchoolmafters. In the vil- 
' lage where ; my father lived, there: was a reader of 

* about eighty years of age that never prea^ird, and 
f had tv/o churches about twenty miles diftant : his 
1 eye -fight failing him, he faid common-prayer with- 
' out book; but for the reading of the pialm, and 
' chapters, he got a common, thre flier and day-la- 
c bourer one year, and a taylor another year ; for the 
4 clerk could no- read; well, And at laft he had a 

1 ' kinfman 
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mical education, yet, by his own^application, he made an extraordinary progrefs in the 
ltudy of divinity [jR], as well as in other branches of knowledge. When lie was pre- 
vailed upon for alhorc time to quit his ftudies, and to repair to court, it feems to have 
been with much reluctance on his part [5]. But he foon returned again to his books, and 

entered 


t kinfman of his own (the excellenteft ftage- player in 

4 all the country, and a good gamefter and good fel- 
c low) that got orders, and fupplied one of his places. 

* After him another kinfman, that could write and 

* read, got orders ; and at the fame time another 

* neighbour's fon, that had been a while at fchool, 

* turned mini iter, and who would needs go farther 

* than the reft, ventured to preach (and after got a 

* living in Staflbrdmire), and when he had been a 

* preacher about twelve or fixteen years, he was fain 

* to give over, it being difcovered that his orders were 
\ forged by the nrft ingenious ftage-player. After 

* him another neighbour's fon took orders, when he 

* had been a while an attorney's clerk, and a com- 

* mon drunkard, and tippled himfelf into fo great 

* poverty, that, he had no other way to live : it was 

* feared that he and more of them came by their or- 

* ders the fame way v/ith the forementioned perfon. 

* Thefe were the fchcolmafters of my youth (except 
' two of them), who read common-prayer on Sundays 

* and holy-days, and taught fchool and tippled on 

* the week-days, and whipped the boys when they 
were drunk, fo that we changed them very oft. 

5 Within a few miles about us were near a dozen 
f more minifters that were near eighty years old a 
f piece, and never preached ; poor, ignorant read- 

* ers, and molt of them of fcandalous lives : only 

* three or four conftant competent preachers lived 
■ near us, and thofe (though conformable all fave 
} one) were the common marks of the people's oblo- 

* quy and reproach ; and any that had but gone to 

* hear them, when he had no preaching at home, was 

* made the derifion of the vulgar rabble, under the 

* odious name of a Puritan, 
* In the village where I lived, the reader read the 

c common-prayer briefly ; and the reft: of the day, 
' even till dark night almoft, except eating-time, 

* was fpentin dancing under a may-pole, and a great 

* tree, not far from my father's door, where all the 
4 town did meet together ; and though one of my 
r father's own tenants was the piper, he could not 

* reftrain him, nor break the fport ; fo that we could 

* not read the fcripture in cur family without the 

* great disturbance of the tabor and pipe, and noife 
' in the itreet. Many times my mind was inclined 
' to be among them, and fometimes 1 broke loofe 
< from cor fcience, and joined with them; and the 

* more I did it, the more I was inclined to it. But 
' when I heard them call my father Puritan, it did 

* much to cure me, and alienate me from them : for 
1 I confidered that my father's exercife of reading the 
\ fcripture was better than their's, and would furely 

* be better thought on by all men at the laft ; and I 
,* coniidcred what it was for that he and others were 
.* thus derided. When I heard them fpeak fcorn- 

* fully of others as Puritans, whom I never knew, I 

* was at firit apt to. believe all the lies and flanders 

* wherewith they loaded them ; but when I heard 

* my own father fo reproached, and perceived the 

* drunkards were the forwarder!: in the reproach, I 

* perceived that it was mere malice : for my father 
f never fcruplcd common-prayer or ceremonies, nor 

* fpake againft bilhcps, nor ever fo much as prayed 

* but by a book or form, being not ever acquainted 
' then with any that did otherwife ; but only for 
4 reading fcripture when the reft were dancing on 

* the Lord's day, and for praying (by a form out of 

* the end of the Common Prayer-book) in his houfe, 

* and for reproving drunkards and fwearers, and for 

* talking fomejtimes a few words of fcripture and the 

* life to come, he was reviled commonly by the name 

* of Puritan* Preciiian, and Hypocrite j and fo were 

* the godly conformable: minifters that lived any- 
f where in the country near us, not only by our 

* neighbours, butiby the common talk of the vulgar 

* rabble all about us. By, this experience I was 
' fully convinced that godly people were the beft, 

* and thofe that dfffoifed them, and lived in fin and 
'pleafure, were a malignant, unhappy fort of peo- 
f pie : and this kept me out of their company, ex- 

* cept now and then when the love of fports and 
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* play enticed me. The chiefeft help that I had 

6 for all my learning in the country fchools, was 

* with Mr. John Owen, fchoolmafter at the free- 
fi fchool at Wroxeter, to whom I went next, who 
' lived in Sir Richard Newport's houfe (afterwards 

* Lord Newport) at Eyton, and taught fchool at that; 
' ancient Uriconium, where the ruins and old coin 

* confirm thofe hiftories, which make it an ancient 

* city in the Romans times (30)/ 
[R] Progrefs in the fludy of divinity.] He tells us, 

that he ft u died 4 Practical Divinity rirft, in the moil: Baxter's Narra- 
c practical books, in a practical order ; doing all five of the moft: 
f (fays he) purpofely for the informing and reform- memorable paf- 

* ing of my own foul : fo that I had read a multi- ^(Jj-p 

* tude of our Englifh practical treatifes, before I had lifted by Mr " 

* ever read any other bodies of divinity than Urfine Sylveftcr, p. i, 

* and Amefius, or two cr three more: by which 3. 

* means my affection was carried on with my judg- 
' ment, and by that means I profecuted all my 

* ftudies with unweariednefs and delight.' But the 
great advantages which he received from this courfe 
of rludy, were attended with fome inconvenience. 
1 One lofs I had by this method (fays he), which 
' hath proved irreparable ; That 1 miffed that part 
f of learning which ftood at the greatelt diftance, in 

* my thoughts, from my ultimate end, though no 
c doubt but remotely it may be a valuable means ; 
c and J could never iince find time to get it. Befides 
c the Latin tongue, and but a mediocrity in Greek 
' (with an inconfiderable trial at the Hebrew long 
' after), I had no great flcill in languages ; though I 

* faw that an accuratenefs and thorough infight into 
' the Greek and Hebrew were very defirable ; but I 

* was fo eagerly carried after the knowledge of things, 
f that I too much neglected the ftudy of words. And 
' for the mathematics, I was an utter ftranger to them, 

* and never could find in my heart to divert any 
c ftudies that way. But in order to the knowledge . 
f of Divinity, my inclination was moft to logic and 
e metaphyfics, with that part of phyftcs which treateth 
' of the foul, contenting myfelf at nrft with a {lighter 
*. ltudy of the reft ; and thefe had my labour and de- 

* light: which occafioned me, perhaps too foon, to 
' plunge myfelf very early into the ltudy of contro- 

* verfies, and to read all the fchool- men I could get : 

* for next Practical Divinity, no books fo fuited with 

* my difpofition as Aquinas, Scotus, Durandus, 
f Ockham, and their difciples ; becaufe I thought 
f they narrowly fe arched for truth^ and brought things 

* out of the darknefs of confufion : for I could never 
c from my firft ftudies endure confufion. Till equi- 
9 <vccals were explained, and defnition and diftinclion 

* led the way, I had rather hold my tongue than 

* fpeak ; and was never more weary of learned men's 
' difcourfes, than when I heard them long wran- 
6 gling about unexponnded words or things, and 
? eagerly difputing before they underltood each 
€ other's minds ; and vehemently averting modes, and 
! confequences, and adjuncts, before they considered of 
' Quod Jit, the Quid ft, or the Quotuplex . I never 

* thought I underltood any thing until I could ana- 
( tomi%e it, and fee the parts diftincl ] y, and the con- 
f junction of the parts as they make up the whole. 
' Diftinction and method feemed to me of that necef- 
f fity, that without them I could not be faid to know; 

* and that the difputes which forCook them, or abufed 

* them, feemed but as incoherent dreams (31).' 
[6'] When he wuas prevailed upon to repair to 

court, it Jeems to have beat? i.vith much relucla7ice on his 
part.] In his account of his own life, he fays, 
k ' About the eighteenth year of my age Mr. Wick- 
£ ftead, with whom I had lived at Ludlow, had aU 

* moft perfuaded me to lay by all my preparations for 
' the miniltry, and to go to London, and get ac- 

* quaintrmce at court, and get fome office, as being 
f the only rifng way. I had no mind of his counfel 
' who had helped me no better before ; yet becaufe 
' that they knew that he loved me, and they had hj 
4 great inclination to my being a minifter, my pa- 

* rents accepted of his motion. He told them, that 
and live a while with Sir Henry 

4 Herbert, 
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entered into holy orders, though he afterwards condemned himfelf for having been too 
precipitate, in complying with the terms of fubfeription [T*], It was not till the impo- 
fition of what was called the et cetera oath, that he entered into a thorough examination 
of the points in controverfy between the Confonnifts and Nonconformity : but, inde- 
pendently of all controverfy, he was always a zealous advocate for folid and praftical 
relioion [U\ and, whilft he preached at Kidderminfter, as he was indefatigable in dii- 
cha^ging the duties of the paftoral office, fo he met with great and extraordinary fuc- 
cefs (Vj. After the Reftoration, he exprefTed his fentiments to King Charles II. with 
the fame freedom that he had before done to the proteftor Cromwell. He ftrongly re- 
preiented to his Majefty, the great importance of tolerating^ thofe pious perfons, who 
entertained doubts concerning the ceremonies or difcipline of the church and he ob- 
ierved, that the late ufurpers had fo well understood their own intereft, that they had 
found 1 the way of doing good' to be the moft effeftual means to promote it; and, there- 
fore, he beibught the King, that « he would never fuffer himfelf to be tempted to undo 
* the good which Cromwell or any other had done, becaufe they were ufurpers that did 
« it y and, on the contrary, 4 that he would rather outgo them in doing good (»)■' 

The integrity of Mr. Baxter was unqueftionable : and it fhould not be forgotten, that 
though he refilled a bifhopric, yet he was defirous of preaching at Kidderminfter for no- 
thing ; but his requeft was not granted (0). He may be confidered as a ftriking example 
of the powerful effefts of temperance and induftry ; for notwithftanding a conftitution ex- 
tremely weak and tender, and various diforders, he went through a moft extraordinary 
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? Herbert, then mailer of the revels, he would 

* quickly fet me in a rifing way. I would not be 

* difobedient, but went up, and flayed at Whitehall 

* with Sir H. H. about a month : but I had quickly 

* enough of the court, when I faw a ftage-play in- 

* (lead of a fermon on the Lord's days in the after- 

* noon, and faw what courfe was there in fafhion, 
' and heard little preaching, but what was as to one 

* part again ft the Puritans, I was glad to be gone : 

* and at the fame time it pleafed God that my mother 

* fell fick, and defired my return ; and fo I refolved 

* to bid farewel to thofe kind of employments and 
' expectations (32).' 

[T'J He condemned himfelf for having been too preci- 
pitate, in complying 'with the terms of fubfeription.] 
€ When I thought of ordination,' fays he, * I had no 

* fcruple at all again ft fubfeription ; and yet fo pre- 
1 cipitant and rafh was I, that I had never once read 

* over the book of ordination, which was one to 

* which I was to fubferibe ; nor half read over the 

* book of homilies, nor exadlly weighed the book of 

* common-prayer ; nor was I of fufficient underfland- 
' ing to determine confidently in fome controverted 

* points in the 39 articles. But my teachers and 

* my books having caufed me in general to think the 
' Conformifts had the better caufe, I kept out all 
\ particular fcruples by that opinion (33).' 

[£/] He was always a zealous advocate for folid and 
praftical religion.'] Mr. Glanvill, in his Philofophia 
Pia, p. no, exprefles himfelf thus concerning Mr. 
Baxter : * That worthy man, I think, is to be ho- 
' noured much for his flout, rational, and fuccefsful 

* oppofitions of the mifchievous Antinomian follies, 
' when the current fyflematic divinity then called 
' orthodox was overgrown with them ; and for his 
' frequent averting the reafonablenefs of religion, 
' againfl the madnefs of fpreading enthufiafm ; for 

* his earnefl endeavours for the promotion of peace 

* and univcrfal charity, when it was held a great 
4 crime not to be fierce in the way of a fedl.' He 
alfo added farther relative to our author, that ' he 

* was a perfon worthy of great refpeft ; and that he 

* could fcarce forbear affirming concerning him, as a 

* learned Dorflor of the church of England did, <uiz» 
' That he was the only man that fpoke fenfe in an 

* age of nonfenfe (34).' 

Mr. Whifton, in his account of his own life, fays, 
' It ought here to be mentioned, that my father was 
\ acquainted with that moft eminent DifTenter, and 
1 moft vigilant paftor, Mr. Richard Baxter, and had 
' a great efteem for him and his practical writings ; 
' infomuch that he caufed me to learn his fmall Ca- 
( techifm, of twelve articles, by heart. And cer- 
( tainly, as Mr. Jfcxter put a great flop to the folly 

* of the A?itinomians, who in the times of anarchy 
1 were ready to overfet the majority of weak, but 

* zealous Chriflians ; fo, had he been as well verfed 
f in the original writers of the two or three firft cen- 

* turies, as he was in the fchoolmen, his parts were 
' fo confulcrable, that he (would have) afforded very 
' great light to the Chriflian world (35).' 


It appears, that Mr. Baxter himfelf was much 
pleafed with the fuccefs of his writings again It the 
Antinomians. Thus, in his account of his life, he 
fays, c I mufl here record my thanks to God for the 

* fuccefs of my controverfial writings againfl the An- 
< tinomians. When I was in the army, it was the 
' predominant infection. The books of Dr. Crifp, 
' Paul Hobfon, Saltmarfh, Cradock, and abundance 

* fuch like, were the writings mofl applauded ; and 

* he was thought no fpiritual Chriflian, but a Legal - 
« ifl, that favoured not of Antinomianifm, which 

* was fugared with the title of Free-grace ; and others 

* were thought to preach the law, and not to preach 

* Chrifl (*).' 

\W] As he was indefatigable in difcharging the du- 
ties of the paftoral office ; fo he met with great and extra- 
ordinary fuccefs.] In his public preaching at Kidder- 
minfter he had an attentive, diligent, and numerous 
auditory. Though the church was very capacious 
and commodious^ yet, after his coming thither, it be- 
came neceflary to build five galleries to receive the 
hearers. But he did not confine his labours to his 
public miniflration : two days every week he and his 
affiftant took fourteen families between them for pri- 
vate catechifmg and conference. His method was 
this : He firft heard them recite the words of the Ca- 
techifm, and then examined them about the fenfe, 
and afterwards urged them in the mofl earnefl and 
engaging manner to fuitable affections and practice. 
If any were fhy, through ignorance or bafhfulnefs, 
he forbore to prefs them any farther to anfwers, but 
made them hearers, and either examined others, or 
turned all into inftru&ion and exhortation. He 
fpent about an hour with a family, and admitted no 
others to be prefent, left bafhfulnefs fhould make it 
burdenfome, or any fhould tell of the weakneftes they 
obferved. His pious labours were attended with fo 
much fuccefs, that on Sundays there was no diforder 
to be feen in the town ; but you might hear, we are 
told, an hundred families finging pfalms, and re- 
peating fermons, as you paffed through the ftreets. 
When he firft came thither, it is faid, there might be 
one houfe in a flrcet in which the duties of fa mil y- 
worfhip were pra&tfed ; and when he came away, 
there was not above a family on the fide of a flreet 
that did not do it, and that did not make a ferious 
profeflion of religion. Nay, in the worft families, 
in inns and alehoufes, ufually fome in each houfe 
feemed to be religious (36). 

After the Reftoration, when he was defirous of flill 
continuing to officiate at Kidderminfter, even as cu- 
rate to the vicar, Sir Ralph Clare, who was his fecret 
enemy, endeavoured to make it believed at London, 
that many people at Kidderminfter were againfl Mr. 
Baxter's being ilationed there. There were eighteen 
hundred people who had been communicants with 
Mn Baxter in that town ; and when they were ac- 
quainted with this report, fixteen hundred of thefe 
fet their hands, in one day, to a paper teflifying 
their defire of having Mr. Baxter reinflated among 
them (37). 

degree 


(*) ReliquI* 
Baxter boa?, 
p. Ill* 


(36) Britifli Bio- 
graphy, Vol. vi, 
p. 191 20. Ca- 
lamy, p, z$, a6« 


(37) Calamv; 
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degree of labour, both as a preacher and a writer. His works are extremely volumi- 
nous [X] v and they have been held by good judges in very high eftimation. Dr. Bar- 
row's opinion of them has already bgen given ; and the late Dr. Philip Doddridge, in a 
letter written to a friend in 1723, giving lbme account of his ftudies, expreffes himfelf 
thus : * Baxter is my particular favourite. It is impofiible to tell you, how much I am 
4 charmed with the devotion, good fenfe, and pathos, which is every where to be found 
* in him. I cannot forbear looking upon him as one of the greatefl: orators, both with 
4 regard to copioufnefs, acutenefs, and energy, that our nation hadi produced : and if 
4 he hath defcribed, as I believe, the temper of his own heart, he appears to have 
4 been fo far fuperior to the generality of thofe whom we charitably hope to be good 
4 men, that one would imagine God raifed him up to difgrace and condemn his bre- 
4 thren ; to {hew what a Chriftian is, and how few in the world deferve the chara&er (p).' f j»J Ortijft 
Dr. Bates, in his fermon preached upon occafion of our author's death, mentions it as a dridge, 2d edit, 
faying of Biftiop Wilkins, that 4 if Mr. Baxter had lived in the primitive times, he had p- 22 - 
4 been one of the Fathers of the Church. * Biftiop Burnet fays, that Mr. Baxter was « a 
4 man of great piety, and, if he had not meddled in too many things, would have been 
4 efteemed one of the learned men of the age.— He had a very moving and patheticai 
4 way of writing, and was his whole life long a man of great zeal and much fimplicity ; 
4 but was mod unhappily fubtle and metaphyfical in every thing. There was great fub- 
4 mifiion paid to him by the whole party (q). 9 (q) HSlt. of hit 

Mr. Granger's character of him is too ftriking to be omitted. 4 Richard Baxter was a man you T™\%°. 
4 famous for weakness of body and ftrength of mind ; for having the ftrongeft fenfe of re- 
4 ligion himfelf, and exciting a fenfe of it in the thoughtlefs and profligate \ for preaching 
4 more fermons, engaging in more controverfies, and writing more books, than any other 
4 Nonconformift of his age He fpoke, difputed, and wrote with eafe - 7 and difcovered the 
4 fame intrepidity, when he reproved Cromwell, and expoftulated with Charles II., as when 
4 he preached to a congregation of mechanics. His zeal for religion was extraordinary, but 
4 it feems never to have prompted him to fadlion, or carried him to enthufiafm. This 
4 champion of the Prefbyterians was the common butt of men of every other religion, and 
4 of thofe who were of no religion at all. But this had very little effeft upon him : his pre- 
4 fence and his firmnefs of mind on no occafion forfook him. He was juft the fame man 
4 before he went into a prifon, while he was in it, and when he came out of it ; and he main- 
4 tained an uniformity of charade r to the laft gafp of his life. His enemies have placed him 
4 in hell-, but every man who has not ten times the bigotry that Mr. Baxter himfelf had, 
4 muft conclude that he is in a better place. This is a Very faint and imperfedt fketch of 
4 Mr. Baxter's character : men of his fize are not to be drawn in miniature. His por- 
4 trait, in full proportion, is in his Narrative of bis own Life and Times j which though a 
4 rhapfody, compofed in the manner of a diary, contains a great variety of memorable {[\ iHift^Eng. 
4 things, and is itfelf, as far as it goes, a Hiftory of Nonconformity (rV An ac- hnd > Vo1 - p u 

P- 33 ! > edit - 
%vo } 1775, 

[X] His works, &c] Of the great number of * come Temptations, and to efcape or mortify every 

thefe notice hath already been taken in note [P]. * Sin. In four Parts. I. Chriftian Ethics, or pri- 

His income, which was not great, was increafed by * vate Duties. II. Chriftian (Economics, or Family 

the profit which he made of his writings ; for which, ' Duties. III. Chriftian Ecclefiaftics, or Church 

he fays, he fometimes received fixty or eighty pounds * Duties. IV. Chriftian Politics, or Duties to our 

(3 s ) * c ^ ma a year of the book fellers (38). But he feems to have * Rulers and Neighbours.' Dr. Calamy fpeaks of 

a *t CIian<e > employed this money in charitable purpofes (39). this Body of practical Theology, as ' the moft com- 

(39) Bid, uli And it appears that by printing one of his moft con- * pleat that is extant in the Englifh language, or per- 

ju^ra, fiderable works, he was many pounds out of pocket. * haps in any other (41).' (41) Abridge 

This was hh Methodus Theologize, which was printed Among the other works of our indefatigable au- ment, Vol. i. 

in Latin, in folio, in 1674. In his account of his thor, are the following: The right Method for Peace p. 696. Edit, 

own life, (peaking of his publiftiing this work, he of Confidence, and fpiritual Comfort, in thirty -two Di- I 7 02 « 

fays, ■ The times were fo bad for felling books, reSlions, nmo. 1653. Chriftian Concord, 4^0, 1653. 

* that I was fain to be myfelf at the charge of print- The Unreafionailenefis of Infidelity, 8vo, 1655. Gildas 

* ing my Methodus Theologize ; fome friends contri- Salvianus , or Reformed Pafitor, 8vo, 1656. This 
' buted about eighty pounds toward it. It coft me one piece has been held in confiderable efteem, by feveral 

* way or other about five hundred pounds : about Divines eminent for their great piety. A Treatife of 

* two hundred and fifty pounds I received from thofe Convcrfiion, 4 to, 1697. Five Deputations of Church 

* Nonconforming that bought them. The contrary Government, \to, i6cS. Univerfial Concord, giving 

* part fet them lei ves to hinder the fale of it, becaufe an account of the terms upon which all Chriftian 

* it was mine ; though elfe the doctrine of it, being Churches may hold Communion, izmo, 1658. A 

* half philofophical and half conciliatory, would Treatife of Death, 8vo, 1659. A Treatife of Self-de- 
1 have pleafed the learned part of them. But moft nial, 410, 1659. Divine Life, in three Treatife s ; of 
1 lay it by as too hard for them, as over fcholaftical the Knowledge of God; Of waiting with God; Of con- 

* and exact. I wrote it, and my Englifh Chriftian verfiing with God in Solitude, \to, 1664. Reafons for 
c Directory to make up one compleat Body of Theo- the Chriftian Religion, 1667. Catholic Theology, folio, 

* logy. The Latin one the theory, and the Englifh 1675. The defign of this work is to reconcile the 

* one the practical part. And the latter is commonly differences between the Arminians and the Calvinifts. 
£40) I ^ u:x * accepted, becaufe lefs difficult (40).' The Nonconftor?nifts Plea for Peace, 8vo, 1679. A 
Pa rtYl 1^*190. His Englifh Body of practical Divinity was pub- fecond part of this was publifhed the following year. 

Hfhed in one large volume, folio, in 1673, under the A Treatife of Epificopacy, 4U), 1681 A Treatife of 

following title; * A Chriftian Directory: or, A Univerfial Redemption, 8vo, 1694. But thofe whd 

' Sum of Practical Theology, and Cafes of Confci- with to fee a more particular enumerat'on of our au- 

* ence. Directing Chriftians how to ufe their Know- thor's works, we muft refer to Dr. Calamy's Abridg- 

' ledge and Faith; how to improve all Helps and ment (42), though even that long lift of his pieces ( 42 ) Vol. i. p. 

* Means, and to perform all Duties; how to over- appears to be far from complete, 091 701/ 

Vol. II. G count 
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(%) Claris 
Lives of fundry 
eminent Per- 
fons, p. 18 1 — 
191. 


(43) Abrldg. 
meot, p. tjoi, 


BAXTER. 

count of his behaviour during his lad ficknefs [2'J, and fome farther particulars relative 
tohimfZ], will be found in the notes. 

In 1662, Mr. Baxter was married to Margaret Charleton, daughter to Francis Charle- 
ton, Efq-, of the county of Salop', who was erteemed one of the beft Jurtices of the Peace 
in that county. She was a woman of great piety, and entered thoroughly into her hui- 
band's views concerning religion. His refufal of a bifliopric was betore their marriage ; 
but his conduct on that occafion ftie entirely approved. She chearfully accompanied her 
hufband in prifon, and in all the inconveniencies and 1'ufFerings which were brought on 
him by the intolerance of the times. Her general conduct was exemplary, and fhe was 
uncommonly liberal to the poor. She died in a houfe of Mr. Baxter's, in Southampton- 
fquare, London, in 1681, and was buried in Chrift- Church (*).] T • 


(44) Funeral 
Sermon on the 
Death of Mr. 
Baxter, printed 
at the End of 
his L ; fe in folio, 
p. 16. 


(45) 


His behaviour during his lajl ficknefs.} Dr. 
Calamy fays, ' Mr. Baxter was the fame in his life 

* and death. His lafl hours were fpent in preparing 
' others and himfelf to appear before God, He faid 

* to his friends that vifited him, You come hither to 

* learn to die ; I am not the only per/on that mufl go this 

* way ; / can affure you, that your whole life, he it 

* never jo long, is little enough to prepare for death. 

* Have a care of this vain deceitful world, and the 

* lufis of the fiejh. Be fur e you chufe God for your por- 

* Hon, heaven for your home, God's glory for your end, 
€ his vjord for your rule, and then you need never fear, 
1 hut vue Jhall meet -with comfort. His refigned fub- 

* million to the will of God in his fharp ficknefs was 

* eminent. When extremity of pain conflrained him 
' earneflly to pray to God for his releafe by death, he 
tf would check himfelf and fay, // is not fit for me to 
1 prefer i be ; when thou wilt, what thou wilt, how 
' thou wilt. Being often afked by his friends, how 

* it was with his inward man, he replied, Iblefs God, 

* / have a well-grounded affurance of my eternal happi- 
€ nefsy and great peace and comfort within ; but it was 

* his trouble he could not triumphantly exprefs it, by 

€ reafon of his extreme pains. During his fick- 

c nefs, when the queflion was afked him, How he 

* did, his anfwer was, Almoft well (43V 

[Z] Some farther particulars relative to him,'] 
Mr. Sylvefler fays, that Mr. Baxter's * perfon was 

* tall and {lender, and ltooped much : his counte- 

* nance compofed and grave, fomewhat inclining to 

* fmiie. He had a piercing eye, a very articulate 

* fpeech, and deportment rather plain than compli- 

* mental (44).* There is an original portrait of him 
at Dr. Williams's library, founded for the ufe of 
Proteftant Diflenting Minifters, in Red-crofs-ilreet. 
Mr. Sylvefter alfo fays, that ' he had a great com- 
' mand over his thoughts. He had that happy fa- 

* culty, fo as to anfwer the character that was given 
€ of him by a learned man diflenting from him, after 

* difcourfe with him ; which was, that he could fay 

* what he would, and he could prove what he faid. 

* He was molt intent jipon the necefTary things. Ra- 

* tional learning he moll valued, and was a very ex- 

* traordinary matter of. And as to his expreflive fa- 

* culty, he fpake properly, plainly, pertinently, and 
' pathetically. He could fpeak fuitably, both to 

* men's capacities, and to the things infilled on. 

* He was a perfon wonderful at extemporate preach- 

* ing. 1 But his common practice appears to have 
been to preach with notes ; though he faid, That he 
thought it very needful for a Minifier to have a body of 
divinity in his head (45 ).] T. 

[Mr. Baxter hath had the honour, if it may be 
deemed fuch, of having given rife to a diftinct reli- 


gious denomination. His Theological Syflern has 
been called Baxterianifm, and thoie who embrace his 
lentiments in divinity, are (tiled Baxterians. Baxte- 
rianifm flrikes into a middle path between Calvinifm 
and Arminianifm, endeavouring, in fome degree, 
though perhaps^ not very confiilently, to unite both 
fchemes, and to avoid the fuppofed errors of each. 
The Baxterians, we apprehend, believe in the doc- 
trines of Eledion, effeftual Calling, and other tenets 
of Calvinifm, and, confequently, fuppofe that a cer- 
tain number, determined upon in the divine Counfels, 
will infallibly be faved. This they think necefl'ary 
to fecure the ends of Chrift's interposition. But then, 
on the other hand, they reject the doctrine of Repro- 
bation, and admit that our blefled Lord, in a certain 
fenfe, died for all ; and that fuch a portion of grace 
is allotted to every man, as renders it his own fault, 
if he doth not attain to eternal happinefs. If he im- 
proves the common grace given to all mankind, this 
will be followed by that fpecial grace which will end 
in his final acceptance and falvation. Whether the 
Baxterians are of opinion, that any, befides the elect, 
will aclually make fuch a fight ufe of common grace, 
as to obtain the other, and, at length, come to Hea- 
ven, we cannot afluredly fay. There may pofliblf 
be a difference of fentiment upon the fubject, accord- 
ing as they approach nearer to Calvinifm or to Ar- 
minianifm. Mr. Baxter appears, likewife, to have 
modelled the doctrines of Justification, and the perfe- 
verance of the Saints, in a manner which was not 
agreeable to the rigid Calvinills. His diilinctions 
upon all thefe heads we do not mean particularly to 
enquire into, as they would not be very interefting to 
the generality of our readers. Some foreign Divines, 
in the lafl century, flruck nearly into the fame path ; 
and particularly, in France, Monf, le Blanc, Mr. Ca- 
meron, and the celebrated Monf. Amyrault. For a con- 
siderable time, the Nonconformift Clergy in England 
were divided into fcarcely any but two doctrinal parties, 
the Calvinills and the Baxterians. There were, in- 
deed, a few direct Arminians among them, whofe 
number was gradually increafing. Of late, fince 
many of the DifTenters have become more bold in 
their religious fentiments, the Baxterians among 
them have been lefs numerous. However, they are 
Hill a considerable body ; and feveral perfons are 
fond of the name, as a creditable one, who, we be- 
lieve, go farther than Mr. Baxter did. The deno- 
mination, like other theological diilinctions which 
have prevailed in the world, will probably, in a 
courfe of time, fink into defuetude, till it is either 
wholly forgotten, or the bare memory of it be only 
prefervedin fome hiflorical production.] K. 


(a) Autorh Vita 
in gratia m jilio- 
rum ab ipfo con- 
[cripta\ prefixed 
to his Gloffar 'tunt 
Antiq. Britann. 
Lond. 1731. 
Sue. 

N. B. It is very 
imperfeft. 


BAXTER (William) nephew and heir of Mr. Richard Baxter, mentioned in 
the laft article {a\ was an eminent Schoolmafter and Critic, in the end of the XVIIth, 
and beginning of the XVIIIth, century. His family was ancient and not inconfide- 
rable [A ], but (by what means we are not informed) his parents were but in very indif- 
ferent circumftances {b). He was born in the houfe of his mother's father, at Llanlugany, 
an obfeure village in Shropfhire (c) y in the year 1650(d). No care, it feems, was taken 


[A] His family was antient, and not inconfiderable.] 
He derives his pedigree (like a true Cambro-Briton) 
through a long feries of anceftors, from John Baxter, 
who, in the reign of Henry VI., fettled at Shrcwf- 
bury. And he fhews, that the name of Baxter signi- 
fies originally a Baker, in Saxon Baecefier ; and that 
it was given that family, becaufe they were Bakers to 

3 


the antient Princes of Wales ; in which poll, accord- 
ing to the cuflom of the antient Celtes and Greeks, 
the nobleft perfons were employed. ~Z>/? more fcilket 
veterum Celtarirm at que Grtccorum, ut nobilifiimi quique 
in famulatu ejj'cnt Regio, dcmefiicifq:ts fungrrentur offi- 
cii* (1). 

• Of 


(b) Nat us Jum 
(as he faith him- v 
felf in his Life) 
— 'in tenui re— 
inoocuis fartntt- 
bus— 

(c) Vita, &c. 
ubi fuf>ra, 

( d) 1 his is eti- 
dent from his 
age, at the time 
of his death. 

( 1 ) Vita , ubi 
fufra, p. i, a, 
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ft) See his 
Scholia in //«;- 
rat \\ Epijlol. lib. 
i. xv. — in fuer 0 
tjlo tnente A fufas 
prim it m adwi- 
mus. 


* lie intended 
alfo to h ive 
written Com- 
ments ies upon 
Ovid's Meta- 
morph >fes, but 
did not. 


of his education in his younger years : For, at the age of eighteen, when he fi rft went to 
the fchool at Harrow on the Hill in Middldex, where he was educated [e) M 1 he knew 
* not one letter in a book, nor *inderftood one word of any language but Welfti (//. fjjjJSSS^ 
Rut he lb well redeemed and improved his time, that he became a perfon of great and edtheR.v. Mr. 
extenfive knowledge. His genius led him chiclly to the ftudy of Antiquities and Philo- G^k\ m§ ' 
logy, in which he compofed fever a I books. The firft he publifhed, was in 1679, a |« 
Grammar, intituled, De Anahgia feu Arte Latin* Lingua Comment ariolus\B\ Next, in Baxter 
1695, a new and corredt edition of A nacreon, with Notes ; reprinted in 1710 with con- ( W « LUAM )« 
fiderable additions and improvements [C|. In 1 701 he put out an edition of Horace 
[D], which was reprinted in 1725, with additions. And in 1719 he publifhed his cu- 
rious and learned Dictionary of the Britifli Antiquities \ of which a fecond edition 
came out in 1733, after the author's deceafe. His Gloffary of the Roman Antiquities, 
which goes no farther than the letter A, was publifhed in 1726, by the reverend and 
learned Mr. Moles Williams [F] : who alfo put out propofals in 1742 for printing Mr. 
Baxter's notes on Juvenal [G\ He had likewife made notes on Perfius ; which are at 
prefent either loft or miflaid ; and tranflated into Englifh fome of Plutarch's Lives, done 
lb me years ago by feveral hands (*). Our author was an extraordinary good Linguift, 


[B] De Analogid, Sec] The whole title is thus: 
De Analogid, five arte Lingua? Latino? comment ariolus ; 
in quo omnia, etiam reconditioris grammatical elementa, 
ratione nova traclantur, & ad brevijjimos canones redi- 
guntur. In uj'um proveelioris adolefc entice. Opera 
IVilkelmi Baxteri Pbilijlcris. Lond. 1 679, nmo. He 
is very fhort upon the points of Orthography, Profody, 
and Syntaxis, but dwells a great while upon Etymo- 
logy ; in which, among other peculiar notions of his 
own, he makes the firft word of the imperative mood 
the theme, not only of the feveral declenfions of the 
verbs, but likewife of all the participles and verbal 
nouns. The feventh chapter is concerning the gram- 
matical figures ; and the eighth treats of the poetical 
metre, and the method of making Latin verfes. 

[C] A new and cor red edition of Anacreon, &c] The 
title of which is as follows : Anacreont.s Teij carmina. 
Plurimis qui Bus ha&enus feat e bant mendis purgavit, tur- 
bata metra rejlituit, notafque cum nova interpret atione 
liter alt adjecit Willielmus Baxter. Subjiciuntur etiam 
duo vetuftijjima poetria? Sappbus elegant ijjima odaria, una 
cum corredione Ifaaci Vojfti, cjf Tbeocriti Anacreon- 
ticum in mortuum Adonin. Lond. 1697, and 17 10, 
8vo. In the dedication he makes very free with the 
famous Tanaquil Faber, who formerly publifhed an 
edition of that Poet, calling him a filly Frenchman, 
who rejecls as falfe and fpurious whatever he doth not 
underftand ; and fays that he trifles every where, hath 
no acute 11 efs nor critical difcernment, but is a mere 
blockhead. J. Cornelius de Pauvv, who publifhed a 
new edition of Anacreon at Utrecht in 1732, 4-to, is 
even with Mr. Baxter, and treats him with as much 
contempt as lie had done T. Faber ; faying, that his, 
and Jofhua Barnes's Commentaries upon that poet, 
are full of the mod filly and ridiculous trifles. Such 
jts the common ufage of critics to each other. See 
Dr. Bentley's notes throughout. 

\_D] In 1 70 1 be put out an edition of Horace, vohich 
was reprinted in 1725."! The fecond edition was 
finifhed by him but a few days before his deceafe, and 
publifhed under this title : Horatii Flacci Ecloga*, 
una cum fcboliis perpetuis, tarn vetcribus quam novis, 
Adjecit etiam, ubi vifum eft, iff fua ; textumque ipfu?n 
plurimis locis vel cor r upturn vel turbatum rejiituit Wil- 
lielmus Baxter, 8vo. In this fome things are cor- 
rected, others altered, and feveral additions made. 
The notes are collected from the moft eminent com- 
mentators on Horace, particularly thofe two antient 
ones, Hetenius Aero, and Pomponius Porpbyrio ; and 
alfo from the moderns, namely from Lambinus, 
Cruquius, Torrentius, Lubinus, Chr. Landinus, 
Anton. Mancinellus, Muretus, Henric. Stephanus, 
Heinflus, &c. As for Tanaq. Faber, he fays he hath 
not one good note upon that poet. And, with re- 
gard to Dacier, he leaves the candid reader to judge, 
whether the want of fidelity or diligence is moft to be 
complained of in that commentator. Then as to Dr. 
Bentley, he feems in his opinion to have rather buried 
Horace under a heap of rubbilh, than to have illuf- 
trated him. Scriptorem if urn videtur magis opprejjiffe 
quam adornaffe. To this fecond edition are fubjoined 
the third Satire of the fecond book of Horace reftored 
to its original order, by Dr. Aldrich, Dean of Chrift- 
church, and an account of that poet's metre by Chr. 
Wafe, 


[E] In 1719 he publijhed bis Dictionary of 

the Britijh Antiquities.] Under the title of Gloffarium 
Antiquitatum Britannic arum, five Syllabus Eiymologicus 
Antiquitatum veteris Britannia* atque Ibernia?, temporibus 
Romanorum. Autlore Willi el mo Baxter, Cornavio, 
Scbola? Merciariorum pra?feelo y 8vo. Dedicated to 
Richard Mead, M. D. by whofe advice it had been 
faved from the flames. In the dedication and preface 
the author obferves, that by the help of his know- 
ledge in the Britilh, or Welfh tongue (which he 
affirms to be abfolutely neceflary to a Britifh Anti- 
quary) he had corrected Camden in a great many 
paflages, and added about two hundred names of an- 
cient places and rivers, which were not taken notice 
of in his Britannia ; befides the old appellations of 
Gods, Kings, and Generals, which he had explained 
according to the beft of his abilities $ and had com- 
pared occasionally the furnames and expreffions of 
Old Gaul, and other countries. Through the 
whole work he goes upon this fuppofition, that all 
the nations of Europe were Heneti, or Brigantes, and 
of an Afiatic origin ; and on account of their being 
Foreigners at firft, were called Galli by other nations. 
In the fecond edition are added fome fhort notes, in 
the beginning, by Dr. W. Stukely, F. R. S. and, at 
the end, Mr. Edw. Lhwyd's pofthumous obfervations 
on the names of the rivers, mountains, towns, &c. 
in Britain. By extracts of fome letters publifhed in 
the beginning of this book, it appears that the au- 
thor was above twenty years about it. 

[F] His Gloffary of the Roman Antiquities ■ 
nvas publijhed in 1 7 26, by Mr. Mofes Williams,] It 
was publifhed under the title of Reliquiae Baxteriana*, 
five Willi el mi Baxteri opera pofhuma. Pramittitur 
eruditi autoris vita? a j'eipjo confer ipta* Fragmentum* 
But the book, very likely, not felling under that title, 
it was republifhed in 173 1, with this title, Gloffarium 
Antiquitatum Romanarum, a Willi elmo Baxter, Cor- 
navio, Scbola? Merciariorum Prafeclo. Acecdant eru- 
diti autoris vita? a feipfo confer ip to? Fragmentum, et fe- 
lefta* quondam ejufdem Epiftola*. Lond. 8vo. The au- 
thor intended, if God had granted him life, to have 
gone through the whole alphabet, but he was hindered 
from proceeding in this ufeful, though difficult, un- 
dertaking, by the difcouragement he met with from 
the Bookfellers, to whom he offered the copy of his 
Gloffarium Antiquitat . Britannicarum, when it was 
ready for the prefs (2). To fatisfy the learned reader's 
curiofity we mall inlert one article, which will give a 
true notion of the author's method. * A, Au, vel 

* Ab, a Gr3eco'A<7r 5 vel A i pro 'a-ttc ; veteribus Gothis 

* Af, uti & Germanis ; indigenis noftris Av 9 unde & 

A, quod fequente Vocali eft 'ap 9 uti & Per- 

* fis, Armenis Sc veteribus Britannis ; Anglis Un, & 

* Latinis In, etiam fequente Confona.' Moft of the 
articles are long and learned DifTertations. 

[G] Who alfo put out propofals in 1732 for print in* 
Mr. Baxters notes on Juvenal.] Under this title, Gu- 
lielmi Baxteri qua? fuperfutit enarratiories Ci? nota? in 
D. Junii Juvenalis Satyras. Accedit rerum Iff ver~ 
borum obfervatione digniorum, qua in iifdem occur runt, 
Index locupletijjimus . Accurante Moje Gull elmo A. M. 
R. S. Soc. 


and 


(2) See an Ad- 
vertifement of 
the Editor's at 
the end of 
Glojj'ar. Anuq. 
Rwiar.ar.^.^oo* 
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(g) No. 306. 
p. 2230. 


(t ) No, 311, 
p. 2438. 


(t) Sec Vita, as 
above, towards 
the end. 

(m) See General 
Dictionary, 
under the artie'e 
BAXTER 
(William.) 
(n) Vita, ubi 
fup} a. 


BAXTER. 

and a great matter of the ancient Britifli and Irith tongues-, mo ft particularly (killed in 
the Latin and Greek, and in the Northern and F.aftcrn languages. He kept a corre- 
fpondence with the learnedeft men of his time, cfpeually with that eminent Antiquarian 
Mr. Edward Lhwyd. Some of his Letters are pnblifhed at the end of his Glojfarium An- 
tiquitatum Romanarum y of which we (hall give an account in the note [H], There are 
likewife in the Philofophical Tranfaftions (g), two letters of his to Dr. Harwood ; one 
concerning the town of Veroconium, or Wroxcter, in Shropfhire (h) j and the other con- 
cerning the Hypocaufta, or Sweating-Houfes of the Ancients. And another to Dr. Hans 
Sloane, Secretary of the Royal Society (/), containing an abftrad ot Mr. Edward 
Lhwyd's Archaologia Britannica, or Account of the Languages,. Hiilories, and Cuftoms 
of the original inhabitants of Great Britain, Mr. Baxter was taken up for the moft 

part of his life, with the toilforoe employment of teaching youth. For he kept feme 
years a boarding-fchool at Tottenham High-Crofs in Middlefcx : from whence he was 
chofen mafter of Mercers fchool, near Cheaptide in London (k). In this port he conti- 
nued above twenty years (/) j but refigned it before his death, which happened on the 
thirty-firft of May 1723, in the feventy third year of his age f m). Having had no 
thoughts of marrying in his younger days, and even rejected lome advantageous offers, 
he took at lad to wife a woman without a fortune, but of a very good character, named 
Sarah Carturit, by whom he had two fons, and three daughters (;/). 


[H] Some of his letters are publijhed at the end of his 
Glojfarium Ant i quit at urn Romanarum.] The firft is a 
very curious one to Mr. Edw. Lhwyd, in which he 
afks his judgment of the account he there gives him 
of the ancient language and alphabet. In the firft 
place he takes it for granted, that no language is na- 
tural ; and concludes, that as the founds, or Po- 
tejlates, of the letters were firft owing to the imitation 
of founds natural ; fo the firft figures were contrived 
to fignify, for the moft part, the things from which 
thofe founds were firft learned. For inftance, A wide 
is the voice of a Bull, which is therefore called by 
the Syrians Alpha, or Ail appa, Huyes attes in Phry- 
gian, and in Latin Liber pater, in Egyptian Ou Siri, 
and fometime only Apis, which, as is well known, 
was reprefented under the fhape of a Bull.— B we 
learnt of the Sheep : The Tyrians therefore call it 
Baita, and B«It>k is ftill Greek for a Sheep-fkin : 
And fo on. He fums up the whole by obierving, 
that the whole Alphabet confifts firft of Gutturals, 
which are the Vowels, with H. X. and N g, or y, 
which H being added to any Vowel or Con fon ant, 
will make a fecondary kind of alphabet, as Ha, Bha, 
Sec. He places thefe Gutturals firft, becaufe they are 
moft fimple, and common to man with brutes. The 
fecond fort he calls Linguals, which are proper to 
mankind, and borrowed by imitation from animal and 
other founds. Palatins and Dentals are reduced to 
thefe. The third fort are Labials, formed by the 
lips alone. 

In another letter he fays, that before the invention 
of letters, the heads of nails ferved to count by, and 
that for a memorial of fhat ancient ufage, they cla- 
vated their cups, chairs, hilts of their fwords, and 
their very letters. At Rome they kept memorandums 
of years, by driving a nail in the Capitol, on the ides 
of September, as is well known. 

In a third letter he obferves, that Plutarch in his 
Cato Uticenjis makes Cicero the contriver of writing 
per not as (in characters or fhort-hand) upon the fcore 
of Catiline's confpiracy. And that he ufed that way 
of writing is apparent from an epiftle of his ad Atti- 
cum, lib. XIII. Dion. lib. LV. tells us, that Me- 
caenas communicated the art to the public by his freed 
man Aquila, as Eufebius in Chronicis faith Cicero 
did by his man Tyro. Notwithftanding all this, it 
appears by Suetonius in his Ca?far, that Csefar him- 
felf did write per notas. For my own part, faith Mr. 
Baxter, I am very apt to believe this way of writing 
to have been univerfal before a Mufician invented the 


Alphabet. The ancient marks, ufed both by Mufi- 
cians and Phyficians, I take to be a remainder of 
thefe Not*. M. 

[Mr. Gough, fpeaking of our author's Gloflarium 
Antiquitatum Britannicarum, obferves, that Mr. 
Baxter, from his (kill in the old Britifh language, 
attempted to determine the geography by etymology. 
It is juftly added, by Mr. Gough, that this is a me- 
thod the moft uncertain, and which too often mifled 
Camden before, and others fmce(3). In the firft 
volume of the Archaeologia of the Society of Anti- 
quaries, are four Latin letters, written by Mr. Baxter 
to the late Dr. Geeky, when firft entered at Cam- 
bridge. In thefe letters, the learned critic mews 
how entirely his attention was devoted to etymologi- 
cal and philological inquiries. In the firft, he en- 
deavours to confirm, by an inftance or two, an opi- 
nion he had often advanced, that the language of the 
Romans confifted almoft entirely of obfolete Greek 
words. The next letter is chiefly employed upon the 
giants fpoken of in Genefis, and the prophecy of 
Enoch, mentioned by St. Jude. Our author feems to 
be of opinion, that the genuine prophecy of Enoch 
was originally written in verfe, and that it was pre- 
served in the time of the ancient Chriftian Fathers. 
He thinks it credible, likewife, that it was known to 
the Phrygians, the oldeft of all nations. In the third 
letter, he confiders the cuftom of the Greeks, in pre- 
fenting earth and water, when they Surrendered 
themfelves to an enemy. This he looks upon as 
having been a moft folemn form of an oath, derived 
from the earlieft antiquity. From the fourth letter it 
appears, that Mr. Baxter was Solicited to give a new 
edition of the writers De Re Rufticd ; but that he de- 
clined it, on account of his age, and the difficulty of 
the undertaking (4). 

We are inclined to believe, from fuch parts of our 
author's works as have fallen under our own obferva- 
tion, that his learning, which was unqueftionably 
very great, was Somewhat Superior to his judg- 
ment. 

Dr. Harwood, in his view of the editions of the 
dailies, calls Mr. Baxter's Anacreon an excellent 
edition ; and with regard to his Horace, exprefles 
himfelf in the following ttrong terms. * This fecond 

* edition of Horace, in 1725, is by far the beft edi- 
f tion of Horace ever publifhed. I have read it 
1 many times through, and know its Angular worth. 

* England has not produced a more elegant and judi- 
' cious critic than Mr. Baxter (5).'] K. 


fa) Our Au- 
thor's fon, 
Alexander Bax- 
ter, Efqj who 
hath obligingly 
favoured us with 
fundry Particu- 
lars relative to 
bis Father's 
Life, cannot de- 
termine in 
which of thefe 
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[BAXTER (Andrew), an ingenious writer in metzphyfics and natural philo- 
fophy, was fon to a merchant of Old Aberdeen, in Scotland [//). at which city he was 
born in 1686, or 1687 (a). His mother, whole name was Elizabeth Frazer, was of a 
confiderable family in the North. He was educated in King's College, Aberdeen. His 
principal employment was that of a private tutor to young gcrrlemen and among others 
of his pupils were, Lord Grey, Lord Blantyre, and Mr. Hay of Drummelzier ^About 
the year 1724* he married Alice Mebane, daughter to a Clergyman of a good family in 

[A] Son to a merchant in Old Aberdeen, &c] His fome miles in a day, at the age of 10c, and died at 
father, who was a remarkably ftoutman, could walk 1 10 (i). 

the 


(h) This Lettef 
isonly what he 
had written in 
his Glojfarium 
Ant'iq. Britann* 
concerning 
Wroxeter; and 
is to be found 
there, in the ar- 
ticle Veroconium* 

(k ) To which 
is annexed a fa- 
lary of 40 1. a 
year, with a 
hou fe. Sec 
S.ow's and 
Strype's Survey 
of London, £fcv 
Vol. i. book U 
p. 169. edir. 
Lond. 1720. 


(3) Anecdotes 
of Britifh To- 
pography, p. 4- 


(4) Archxokfr- 

gia, Vol. i. p. 

SOJ — 2 11. 


(5) View of the 
various Editions 
of 1 he Greek 
and Roman 
Cl„fflcs,2dEdit. 
p. to. 175. 


(j) From the 
information of 
Mr. Alexander 
Baxter. 


BAXTER. 

the fhire of Berwick. A few years after (b) he publifhed, in 4to, his celebrated work, 
intituled, 1 An Enquiry into the Nature of the Human Soul ; wherein the Immateriality 
4 of the Soul is evinced, from the Principles of Reafon and Philolbphy [B].* In the 
fpringof the year 1741, he went abroad with young Mr. Hay, and refided lbme years at 
Utrecht, having there alio Lord Blantyre under his care (c). His merit ibon occafioned 
him to be known to moft of the literati, and other perfons of note, in Holland, as well 
as in fome neighbouring countries,; he making occafional excurfions into Flanders, France, 
and Germany. In the mean time, his wife and family chiefly refided at Berwick upon 
Tweed. He returned to Scotland in the fummer of the year 1747, and refided till his 
death at Whittingham, in the (hire of Eaft Lothian, in Scotland (d)\ He drew up, for 
the ufe of his pupils, and of his own fon, a piece, intitled, Matho : fvve % Cofmotheoria 
Puerilis^ Dialogus. In quo Prima Element a de Mundi or dine et ornatu proponuntur ; de po- 
tential ilia agitur^ qua materia inertia in obeundis Natura? vicibus regitur. Subnexa obiter eji 
Methodus de Parallaxi Solis ad examen reducenda. Cum figuris. This was firft printed 
in Latin, but afterwards greatly enlarged, and publiftied in Englifli [Cj, in two vo- 
lumes, 8vo. 

Mr. Baxter was much fubjeft to the gout, and in the fummer of the year 1749, being 
then about frxty-three years of age, he found that diforder increafe, and feveral other 
complaints were added to it. By a kind .of complication of diforders, he, at length, 
iuffered the moft excruciating pains for fome months ; all which he endured with the 
greateft fortitude. He died on the 23d of April 1750, and was buried in the family- 
vault of Mr. Hay at Whittingham (<?), 

The learning and abilities of Mr. Baxter are fufficiently difplayed in his writings. He 
was extremely ftudious, and fometimes fat up whole nights reading and writing. His 
temper, at the fame time, was very chearful [D] ; he was a friend to innocent merri- 
ment, 
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(1) Divine Le- 
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p. 395, fixft 

Edit. 


[B] An Enquiry into the Nature of the hu?nan Soul, 
&c] This is a very learned and ingenious work, and 
has been much applauded by men of great knowledge 
and eminence. Bifhop Warburton fays of it, * He 

* who would fee the jufteft and precifeft notions of 

* God and the foul, may read this book ; one of the 

* moft finifhed of the kind, in my humble opinion, 

* that the prefent times, greatly advanced in true 

* philofophy, have produced (2).' A fecond edition 
of this work was publifhed in two volumes, 8vo, in 
1737, and a third in 1745. 

In 1750, was publifhed, ' An Appendix to the 
f firft part of the Enquiry into the Nature of the 
■ human Soul, wherein the principles laid down 

* there, are cleared from fome objections ; and the 
' government of the Deity in the material world is 

* vindicated, or fhewn not to be carried on by me- 

* chanifm and fecond caufes.' To this piece Mr. 
Baxter prefixed a dedication to Mr. Wilkes, between 
whom and our author an acquaintance had com- 
menced abroad. The dedication is as follows : 

* To John Wilkes, of Aylefbury, in the county of 

* Bucks, Efq. 

'SIR, 

* The fubject of our conversation in the Capu- 
' chin's garden at Spaw in the fummer of the year 

* 1745, lies frill by me in the drefs in which it was at 

* firft put. I have not leifure at prefent to prepare it 

* for public view. In the mean time, I fend you the 

* following meets as a token of my fincere refpect. 

* It is with pleafure I think on the time we fpent fo 
g agreeably together, and am, 

* Sir, 

* Your moft obedient humble fervant.* 

It is well known, that the great principle on which 
our author builds his curious reafoning, in his elabo- 
rate Treatife on the Immateriality of the Soul, is the 
vis inertia of matter. The arguments he hath 
founded upon this principle, and the cpnfequences he 
hath drawn from it, have, in the opinion of feveral 
perfons, been carried too far. Mr. Hume made 
fome objections to Mr. Baxter's fyftem, though with- 
out naming him, in his Enquiry concerning Human 
Underftanding. It is probable that Mr. Baxter did 
not think Mr. Hume to be enough of a natural philo- 
fopher to merit particular notice ; or he might not 
have feen Mr. Hume's Philofophical Eflays, which 
were firft publifhed only two years before our author's 
death. He had a much more formidable antagonift 
in Mr. Colin Maclaurin. This ingenious gentleman, 
in his account of Sir Ifaac Newton's philofophical dis- 
coveries, had ftarted various difficulties with regard 
to what had been urged concerning the vis inertia of 

Voi, it 


matter ; and it was to remove thefe difficulties, and 
ftill farther to confirm his own principles, that Mr, 
Baxter wrote the Appendix juft mentioned. 

In the fecond volume of his Enquiry, Mr. Baxter 
has inferted a very copious Eflay on the Phenomenon 
of Dreaming, and what he hath advanced on this 
fubject excited much attention at the time of its firft 
publication. He endeavoured to prove, that the 
fcenes prefented to the foul in fleep, in which there 
is fo much variety, ad ion, and life, nay oftentimes 
fpeech and reafon, cannot be the effect of mechanifm, 
or any caufe working mechanically : And farther, 
that the (pavlxa-^a, or what is properly called the vi- 
rion, is not the work of the foul itfelf. His conclu- 
fion was, that ' our dreams are prompted by feparate 
■ immaterial beings :' that there are living beings ex- 
i fling feparate from matter ; that they act in that 
flate ; and that they act upon the matter of our bo- 
dies, and prompt our fleeping viiions. Some obfer- 
vations upon this fubject, and feveral objections to 
Mr. Baxter's hypothefis, may be found in Mr. David 
Fordyce's ' Dialogues concerning Education,' Vol. ii. 
p. 223-257. 

[C] Greatly enlarged, and puhlijhed in Englijh.} 
Under the following title ; ' Matho : or, the Coftno- 
' theoria Pucrilis : in ten Dialogues. Wherein, from 
6 the phenomena of the material world briefly ex- 
f plained, the principles of natural religion are de- 
' duced and demon ilratcd. The whole accommo- 
' dated to the capacities, and intended for the infor- 

* mation of young ftudents.' In a preface to the 
third edition of this work it is obferved, that c thefe 
c Philofophical Dialogues have been univerfally well 

* received, and found to anfwer the purpofe which 

* their learned and pious author had in view, the 

* advancement and defence of true religion ; in op- 
c pofition to the fceptical refinements of fome late 
' writers : and this, by fixing its principles and obli- 
' gations on an invariable and fure foundation, the 
6 divine attributes, as clearly difplayed in the works 

* of nature. A miilake, however, in the aftrono- 

* mical theory, which the author did not live to 

* rectify (as he intended), had difgufted fome 

* readers ; and might have created a prejudice againft 
c thofe parts of the work which, for the execution as 
' well as the defign, were altogether unexception- 
c able. To remove this Mumbling-block, the con- 
' ference, which was chiefly affected by that miftake, 

* is entirely fupprefTed, and another added to fill up 
c the vacancy.' The fecond edition of this work 
was publifhed in two volumes, 8vo, in 1745, and 
the third in two volumes, izmo, in 1765. 

[D] His temper vjas very chearful .] His fon, Mr; 
Alexander Baxter, informs us, that he entered very 
chearfully, and with much good humour, into the 

H eonveriation 
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BAXTER. 

merit, and of a difpofition truly benevolent. In converfation he was modeft, and not apt 
to make much fliew of the extenlive knowledge of which he was poflefled. In the dis- 
charge of the feveral fecial and relative duties of life, his conduft was exemplary. He 
had the moft reverential fentimcnts of the Deity, of whole prefence and immediate Sup- 
port he had always a Itrong impreffion upon his mind and the general tenor of his lite 
appears to have been conformable to the rules of virtue. Mr. Baxter paid a ft rift atten- 
tion to ceconomy, though he dreffed elegantly, and was not parfimonious in his other 
expences, It is known, alio, that there were feveral occafions, on which he afted with 
remarkable difintereltedneis ; and fo far was he from courting preferment, that he has 
repeatedly declined confiderable offers of that kind which were made him, if he would 
have taken orders in the Church of England (/). The French, German, and Dutch 
languages were ipoken by him with much eafe, and the Italian tolerably ; and he wrote 
and" read them all, together with the Spanifh. His friends and correfpondents were nu- 
merous and reipeftable ; and among them are particularly mentioned Mr. Pointz, Pre- 
ceptor to the late Duke of Cumberland, and Dr. Warburton, Bifhop of Gloucester. 
His wife, by whom he had one fon and three daughters, all of whom are ftill living, 
furvived him ten years, and was buried in the church of Linlithgow, in 1760. 

Mr. Baxter left many manufcripts behind him : but the only one which appears to 
have received his laft corrections, and to be prepared for the prefs, is intitled, Hiftor* 
c a Dialogue ; in which the experiments brought by foreign philofophers, againft the 
c Englilh eftimation of the forces of moving bodies are (hewn to agree exaftly with, and 
< very much to confirm that eftimation.' In this piece, Mr. Leibnitz's computation is 
particularly confidered and confuted ; and an Appendix is added, concerning the contro- 
verfy between Dr. Clarke and Mr. Leibnitz. Several unfinifhed trafts, political, hiftori- 
cal, and philofophical,' but chiefly the latter, are now in the hands of his fon, Mr. Alex- 
ander Baxter. Among their, is a piece relating to the evidence of reafon, in proof of the 
future life of man, from the conftitution and circumftances of his prefent ftate, and the 
attributes of the Deity : and though this has not undergone the laft corrections of the 
author,- we have reafon to believe that it will be publifiied in a ftibrt time, as his fon 
has put the manufcript into the hands of a friend, in order to prepare it for the prefs.] T. 


converfation and pleafures of young people, when 
they were of an innocent nature : and that he pre- 
fided, all the time of his abode at Utrecht, at the 
ordinary which was frequented by all the young Eng- 
lilh gentlemen there, with much gaiety and polite- 
nefs, and in fuch a manner as gave univerfal fatisfac- 
tion. He alfo frequented the moll polite aflemblies 
in that city, and his company and converfation were 
particularly acceptable to the ladies. So that Mr. 
Baxter appears to have ftudied the graces, though 
without neglecting more valuable acquifitions and ac- 
complishments. He was at once the fcholar and the 
gentleman. 

In a letter, written to Mr. Wilkes, by Mr. Bax- 
ter, during his laft illnefs (3), we have a very agree- 
able account of the ftate of his mind, and of the 
chearful refignation «nd piety with which he ex- 
pected his approaching difiblution. After fome in- 
troductory exprefiions of his great regard for his 
friend, and fome directions relative to his Appendix, 
juft then publifhed, he goes on as follows : * As to 
1 the Hate of my difeafe, unlefs I would make fuppo- 

* fitions contrary to all probability, I have no rea- 
' fonable hopes of recovery, the fwelling which be- 
' gan at my legs, being now got up to my belly and 
' head. I am a trouble to all about me, efpecially 

* to my poor wife, who has the life of a flave night 

* and day, in helping me to take care of a difeafed 

* carcafe. Yet I may linger on a while, as I can ftill 
' walk a little through the room, and divert myfelf 
' now and then with reading, nay, and writing 

* down my remarks on what I read. But I can with 
' fincerity a/lure you (my moft dear Mr. Wilkes) 

* death has nothing terrible to me ; or rather I look 
' upon it with pieafure. I have long and often con- 

* fidered, and written down, the advantages of a 

* feparate ftate. I fhall foon know more than all the 
1 men I leave behind me ; wonders in material na- 
1 ture and thvj world of fpirits, which never entered 

* into the thoughts of philofophers. The end of 
' knowledge there is not to get a name, or form a new 
' feet, but to adore the power and wifdom of the 
< Deity. This kills pride, but heightens happinefs 
1 and pieafure. •All our rational defires, becaufe ra- 
f tional, muft be fatisfiedby a being himfelf infinitely 
f rational. I have been long aware that nothing can 

1 go beyond the grave but, the habits of virtue and 
f innocence. There is no diftinction in that world, 
r but what proceeds from virtue or vice. Titles and 
! riches are laid off, when the ftiroud goes on. But 


* oh! my deareft friend, I cannot conceal from you 
< a topic of inexpreflible pieafure. Punifhment it- 
c felfis pleafant. God does notpunifliout of anger 

* and revenge, to deftroy, as we wrathful men con- 

* elude, but to correct and make better. That is 

* the true end of punifhment. Boundlels punifhment 

* would fhew incontroulable power, but chaftifement 
' in proportion to our faults, lhews the divine per- 

* fection of equity, and with a deflgn to correct, not 

* to throw us off, (hews mercy. The end of God's 
c puniftiing us therefore is our final happinefs. Are 
f not thefe comfortable topics at the approach of 
1 death ? Befidcs, what is it to be free from the pains 
' and infirmities of the body ? Though I am fatisfied 

* juft now, that the weaknefs of my diftrefted limbs is 
■ as much the immediate effect of the fame power 

* and goodnefs, as their growth and ftrength was 

* fixty years ago. Dare I add a word without being 
1 thought vain ? This is owing to my having reafoned 

* honeftlyon the nature of that dead fubftance matter. 
' It is as utterly inert when the tree flourifties, as when 
1 the leaf withers. And it is the fame divine power 
r differently applied, that directs the laft parting 
1 throb, and the firft drawing breath. O the blind- 
' nefs of thofe who think matter can do any thing of 
f itfelf, or perform an effect without impulfe and di- 

* rection from fuperior power !' After fome farther 
obfervations on this fubject, Mr. Baxter fays, c I 

* own, if it had been the will of Heaven, I would 
€ have gladly lived, till I had put in order the fecond 
1 part of the Enquiry, fhewing the immortality of the 
€ human foul : But infinite wifdom cannot be miftaken 
' in calling me fooner. Our blindnefs makes us form 

* ivijhes. y Towards the conclufion, Mr. Baxter 
fpeaks of his unfinilhed manufcripts, and mentions 
his haying taken them with him to Holland, think- 
ing to put them in order there, but that he found it 
impracticable ; and that iince his return home, he 
had been prevented, either by looking after country 
affairs, or want of health. « There are, he adds, a 

* great many mifcellaneous fubjects in philofophy, of 
' a very ferious nature, few of them ever confidered. 
' before as I know of.' 

The letter from which the preceding extracts were 
taken, was the laft but one which Mr. Wilkes re- 
ceived from Mr. Baxter, and the laft that was written 
by him to his friend, in his own hand. A falfe and 
imperfect copy of it having appeared in a Scots Ma- 
gazine, Mr. Wilkes printed, in 1753, a number of 
copies, to be given away. It hath fince been pub- 
I liflied 


BAYLY. 


(4) Letters to 
and from Mr. 
Wilkes, Vol. i. 
p. 271— 279- 


(5) IW.p. 2736, 


lifted in the firft volume of a Collection of Letters, by 
the lalt-mentioned gentleman (4). In another letter 
to Mr. Wilkes, Mr. Baxter fays, * 1 hfve employed 

* my time cf late in conlidering the difference, or 
' controverfy, between the Englifti and foreign phi- 
\ lofophers, concerning the force of bodies moving 

* in free fpaces, which, in its confequences, fpreads 

* far and wide through natural philofophy. I have 
4 fhewn demonftratively, that the experiments brought 

* by the foreign philofophers to eftablifti their new 

* theory, are applicable entirely to the Englifh com- 
j putation, which they beautifully confirm and il- 
■ luftrate, and that thefe learned gentlemen have 
€ quite miftaken them (5).' 

Our author's Treatife on this fubjefl was offered, 
lince his death, to the late Mr. Andrew Millar, 
bookfeller in the Strand ; but, as it would have con- 
iilted of two volumes in quarto, and the curiofity of 
the public, with regard to works of that kind was a 
good deal abated, Mr. Millar did not choofe to ven- 


ture upon its publication (6). It is to be regretted, 
that fo elaborate a performance, from want of due 
encouragement, fhould have been loft to the world. 

Mr. Baxter, fpeaking of his endeavours to eftablifh 
the particular providence of the Deity, and to Ihew 
his incefiant influence and a&ion cn all the parts of 
matter, through the wide univerfe, from the inacti- 
vity of this dead fubftance ; exprefles his hope, that, 
when the prefent party-zeal fubfides a little, men 
will come more eafily in to own fuch c. plain truth (7). 
His prediction hath not yet been acccmpliihed. Se- 
veral eminent names feem rather difpofed to increafe 
than to leflen the powers of matter ; and thoy have 
exprefsly maintained that the foul of man is material. 
However, other names, equally eminent, have 
afferted the eflential diftin&ion between the mind and 
the body. Perhaps, in the revolutions of opinion, 
the doctrine of immateriality may again obtain the 
general fuffrage of metaphyseal and philofophical en- 
quiry.] T. & K. 


(6) For the 
above Particu- 
lars, and for the 
Communication 
<.f th~ Volume 
containing Mr. 
Baxter's Letter, 
we are indebted 
to John Wilkes^ 
Efq. 

(7) Letters, 
ubi fupra, 

p. 277* 


(h) See the next 
mriide* 


BAYLY (Lewis), Bifhop of Bangor in the reign of King James I., and author 
of a celebrated piece called The Praflife of Piety was born in the town of Caermar- 
then in Wales, and educated at Oxford but in what college we cannot fay. We find 
only, that he was admitted to the reading of the fentences in the year i6ri \ about 
which time he was Minifter of Evefham in Worcefterfhire, Chaplain to Prince Henry, 
and Rc&or of Sc. Matthew, in Friday-ftreet, London ; and that he proceeded in Divinity 
two years after. Being an eminent Preacher, he was appointed one of King James's 
Chaplains ; who promoted him to the See of Bangor, to which he was confrcrated, at 
Lambeth, December the eighth 1616. On the fifteenth of July :62i, he was committed 
a prifoner to the Fleet: but what his crime was, we know not unlds, perhaps, it con- 
cerned Prince Henry's match with the Infanta of Spain. This Prelate died in the be- 
ginning of the year 1632, and was buried in the church of Bangor. He left behind him 
four fons, Nicholas, John, Theodore, and Thomas (a) j the laft of whom deferves our 
particular notice (I?). 


(1) PraBlfeof 
i > />/y,Edit.i734 # 
Dedicat. p. 8. 


[A"\ He uorote a celebrated tfreatife called The 
Prattife of Piety.] The title at length is, The Praclife 
of Piety, directing a Chrijlian hozv to tvalk that be 
may pleafe God ; with this motto, Piety hath the Pro- 
tntfe, 1 Tim. iv. 8. It is dedicated to the high and 
mighty Prince, Charles, Prince of Wales ; and the au- 
thor tells his Highnefs, he had 4 endeavoured to ex- 
* tract (out of the Chaos of endlefs con trover fies) the 
€ old practice of true Piety, which flouriflied before 
' thofe controverfies were hatched (i).' After the 
Bpiftle Dedicatory follows this diftich, addrefled to 
that Prince : 

Ad Carol um Principem. 
Tolle malos, extolle bonos, cognofce teipfum ; 
Sacra tene, paci confule, difce pati. 

The reader may judge of the reception this book has 


has put it beyond all reafonable queflicn, that our 
Prelate was the true author of this book. B. 

[A learned correfpondent hath obferved, with 
refpeel to the dilHch addrefled, by Dr. Bayly, to 
King Charles the Firft, when Prince of Wales, that 
it would have been hoppy for Britain, if that Mo- 
narch had followed all the Doctor's advices as well as 
he did Sacra tcne, and difce pati. The fame corre- 
fpondent hath favoured us with an extract from John- 
fton's Rerum Britannicarum Hiftoria, lib. 21. 680. 
from which it appears that Bifnop Buyly was accufed 
of immoralities, and that there were great conteits 
about the mode of his trial. The account, however, 
which this hiftorian hath given of the affair, is very 
obfeure. Johnfton repeats, alfo, the itory of Dr. 
Bayly's not being the author of the Praclife of Piety \ 
His words are as follows : IJle pra?ful edidit Li brum de 
Praxi Pietatis, cujus argument um fufpicionem objeSIorum 
met with from the great number of editions it has run fcelerum refellere potuit, niji aliens pot i us indujlrice, de- 
through ; that in ccla-vo, 1734, being the fifty-ninth, buijfet quam fuce. Nam Minifler Ecclefi& pius ac dodus, 
Mr. Wood tells us, it was the fubltance of feveral fer- auStor libri fuiffe credebatur : cujus uxor non dubitavit 
mons, preached by Dr. Bayly while he was minirter it ipfum in comitiis offerer e, ut <vanitatem ficli aucloris 
of Evelham ; that it was tranflated into Wellh, and redarguerct ; qui, fuppreffa meniione mariti, gloriam in- 
into French in the year 1633; and that the fame of genii qua-f-jerat. Notwithstanding this teilimony, 
it was fo great, that one John D'Efpagne, a French we are, upon the whole, well fatisfied with Dr. Ken 


(2) Wood, 
Atben. Oxon. 
Vol. i. col. 567. 

(3) ApudPd- 
tronus bonae 
fidei : in the 
cbaf ter contain- 
ing Specimen 
contra Durel- 
lum, p. 48. 


(4) In his Re- 
gifter and Chro- 
iiicle, Kcchjlafii* 
cal and Civil, 
Lond. 1728, fiU 
p. 3 50* 


writer, and preacher in Somerfet-houfe chapel, com 
plained, that the generality of the common people 
looked upon its authority as equal to that of the Bible 
(2). Lewis du Moulin denies Bifhop Bayly the ho- 
nour of writing this book. He pretends (3), it was 
the compofition of a Puritan minifler, and purchafed 
of the author's widow by Dr. Bayly, who interpolated 
it in feveral places, and publifhed it as his own ; and 
that the ftyle and fentiments of the book being ab- 
folutely puritanical, and yet a Bifhop's name being 
prefixed to it, occafioned it to be equally fought after 
by Puritans and Epifcoparians. Others afcribe the 
Praclife of Piety to Mr. Price, Archdeacon of Bangor. 
But Dr. White Kennet, Biihop of Peterborough (4), 


(a) Wood, 
At ben. Oxon* 
Vol. i. cel. 567, 


net's argument and evidence on the fubjett. John, 
Bifhop Bayly's fecond fon, was born in Hereford- 
shire, became a fojourner in Exeter College in 16x1, 
and, under the care of Dr. Prideaux, made great 
progrefs in academical learning. He foon became a 
Fellow of the College, and, after he had completed 
the degree of Mailer of Arts, received holy Orders 
from his father, and, by his means, obtained one or 
two benefices. At length, being appointed one of - 
his Majeily's Chaplains, and Guardian of Chrill's- 
Hofpital, in Ruthyn, Denbiglifliire, he took the 
Degrees in Divinity, and publifhed in 1630 feveral 
fermons (5).] K. 


(5) Wood's 
Athense, Vol. 'u 
col. 553. 


BAYLY (Thomas), Doftor of Divinity, and fon of Dr. Lewis Bayly Bifhop of 
Bangor (a), was educated at Cambridge \ and, having taken the degree of Bachelor of (i) 
Arts^ was prefented by King Charles L in May 1638, to the fub-deanry of Wells, upon 
the promotion of Dr. William Roberts to the See of Bangor. In 1*644, he retired, among 
other loyal Minifters, to Oxford, and, in the month of Auguft that year, was created 
Matter of Arts, and foon after Dottor in Divinity. In 1646, we find him with the Mar- 
quis 
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(b) Sett fore- 
mark [J?]. 


(c) Wood, A- 
tben. Oxon. 
Vol.i. cel. 567, 
568, 569. 

(OAtSen.Oxon. 
Vol. i. coJ. 569. 


(2) Wood, ul't 
fupra, col. 568. 


(3) Printed at 
London, 1653, 
Svu, c. xxxv i. 
p. 165, 166. 


quis of Worcefter in Ragland-Caftle, which that nobleman defended for King Charles I. 
againfl: the Parliament army. But that cattle being furrendered on the 19th of Auguft 
in the fame year, upon good articles, moftly of Dr. Bayly's framing, he travelled into 
France and other countries where having fpent a confiderable fum of money, which he 
had gotten from the faid Marquis, he returned into England the year after the King's 
death. Having given offence by his writings {b\ he was committed prifoner to New- 
gate; out of which he foon made his efcape, and retired to Holland; where he declared 
himfelf a Roman-Catholic, and became a great zealot for that caufe, often breaking out 
into rage and fury againft the Proteftant religion, which he had before preached and 
profeffed. Some time after, he left Holland, and fettled at Douay ; and at laft went 
into Italy, where he died [A\* We flaall take notice of him as an author in the re- 
mark (c) 


[A] He died In Italy.'] Anthony Wood tells us (1), 
he was informed by feveral Roman Catholics, that 
Dr. Bayly was received into the fervice of Cardinal 
Ottoboni, and that he died in the Cardinal's family, 
whilft his Eminence refided at Ferrara as Nuncio 
from the Pope. But an Englifh traveller aflured our 
Biographer, that this was not true ; that the Doftor 
was reduced to the necelTity of turning common fol- 
dier 4 ; that he lived poor at Bononia ; and that he f£w 
his grave there. And this account was confirmed by 
Dr. Trevor, Fellow of Merton-college (younger 
brother to Sir John Trevor, fome time Secretary of 
State), who was in Italy in 1659, and who feveral 
times told Mr. Wood, that Dr. Bayly died obfeurely 
in an hofpital, and that he had feen the place where 
he was buried. 

[B] He was an author.] Soon aftw his return into 
England in 1649, he publifhed a book, intitled, Cer- 
tamen Religiofum : Or, A Conference between King 
Charles I. and Henry late Marquis of Worcefter, con- 
cerning Religion, in Ragfand-cafile, an. 1646. Printed 
at London, in octavo. The Doctor was blamed by the 
true fons of the Churchu)f England for publishing' 
this piece, in which the Romifti caufe was fet forth 
with greaf pomp ; and it was looked upon by many 
as nothing elfe than a prologue to the declaring him- 
felf a Papift. Befides, the orthodox party affirmed, 
that this Conference had nothing of the ftyle of King 
Charles I. in it, and that the Marquis of Worcefter 
had not abilities to maintain a difcourfe of religious 
matters with the King. There was publifhed in 165 1, 
An Anfwcr, with Confederations on Dr. Bayly^s paren- 
thetical Interlocution, by Hammond UEjirange ; and 
C. C. i. e. Chriftopher Cartwrightof York, publifhed 
An Anfwer to Certamen Religiofum, &c. together with 
a Vindication of the Proteftant caufe. Printed at Lon- 
don, 1 65 1 , in quarto. About the fame time Dr. Peter 
Heylyn put out an advertifement againft it, as an im- 
pofture, in his Epiftle to the Reader, prefixed to the 
collection of King CharHs's works, intitled, Biblio- 
theca Regia ; in w r hich the Conference is inferted, but 
omitted in all other impreflions of his Majefty's 
works (2). The fame year Dr. Bayly publifhed The 
Royal Charter granted unto Kings by God himfelf, &c. 
To which he added A Treatife, wherein is proved, 
that Epifcopacy is Jure Divino. It was afterwards re- 
printed at London, in 1656 and 1680, in oclavo. In 
this piece, Mr. Wood tells us, the Doctor, like an 
unfkilful builder, diruit tedifcat ; what he rears with 
one hand, pulls down with the other, and is guilty 
of many egregious errors, a fpecimen of which may 
be feen in a book, intitled, Legenda Lignea (3). 
And, amongft many ftories of his travels, having 
railed with great freedom at all the governments in 
Europe, he at laft falls defperately on that newly cfta- 
blifhed in England; which provoked a ftrict inquiry 
after the author, and ended in his difcovery and im- 
prifonment in Newgate. During his confinement he 
wrote a piece, intitled, Herba Parietis : Or, The 


Wall-fower, as it grows out of the Stone-chamber be- 
longing to the Metropolitan prifon ; being an Hifory, 
which is partly true, partly romantic^ morally divine ; 
whereby a marriage between Reality and Fancy is fo- 
lemnized by Divinity. Printed at London, in 1650, 
in a thin folio ; in the Preface to which the author 
falls foul upon Peter Heylyn, whom he calls a fellow 
without a name, for the advertifement above men- 
tioned. He alfo tells us of his great fufrerings in the 
late civil war, in which, he pretends, he had loft not 
only a thoufand pounds per annum, but his blood and 
his liberty ; and he brags of the nobility cf his de- 
fcent, his father being a Peer, and his mother a 
Knight's daughter. Whilft he lived at Douay, he 
gave the public a book, intitled, The End to Contro- 
verfy between the Roman-Catholic and Protcjlant Reli- 
gions, juftifed by all the feveral manner of vjays, where- 
by all kind of Controversies, cf what nature foever, an 
ufually, or can pojfibly, be determined. Printed at 
Douay in 1654, in quarto, and dedicated to Walter 
Montague, Abbot of Nanteuil, and afterwards of 
Pontoife. There alfo goes under Dr. Bayly's name, 
The Life and Death of the renowned John Fijher, Bi- 
Jhop of Rochejier. Printed at London in 1655, in 
oclavo. But the true author of this work, Mr. Wood 
aft ures us (4), was one Richard Hall, Doctor of Di- 
vinity, fome time Fellow of Chrift's-college in Cam- 
bridge (of which Bilhop Fillier was a member), after- 
wards Canon and Ofticial of the cathedral church of 
St. Omers ; who leaving it behind him at his death 
in 1604, it was efteemed a curious piece, and as fuch 
repofited in the library of the Englifh Benedi&ins at 
Dieuward in Lorrain. Afterwards feveral copies of 
it getting abroad, one of them fell into the hands of 
one Well; from whom it came into the pofteflion of 
Francis a Sancla Clara in 1 623, and from him (as 
Mr. Wood was aflured from his own mouth) to Sir 
Wingfield Bodenham ; who, keeping it in his hands 
feveral years, with an intention to print it in the 
name of the true author, communicated it for fome 
time to Dr. Bayly ; who, taking a copy thereof, and 
making fome alterations in it, fold it for a fmall fum 
of money to a Bookfeller, who printed it at London 
under the name of Thomas Bayly, D. D. Mr. Wood 
adds, that he had feen a manufcript life of Bifhop 
Fifher, beginning thus : EJt in Eboracenfi Comitate 
oStogefimo a Londino lapide, ad aquilonem, BeverleLs 
oppidum, Sec. Who the author was, he knew not ; 
but thinks it not unlikely Hall had feen it, having 
been written before his time. There is another work 
afcribed to our author, intitled, Golden Apophthegms 
of King Charles I. and Henry Marquis of Worcefter. 
Printed at London in 1660, in one fheet quarto. But 
Mr. Wood tells us, they were taken entirely from 
another piece, intitled, Witty Apophthegms delivered 
at feveral times, and upon feveral occajions, by King 
James, King Charles I. and the Marquis of Worcefter. 
Lond. 1658, 8vo, without the author's name. B. 


(4) Ubtfupra t 
col« 569. 


BAYNES (Sir Thomas), an eminent Phyfician, and Profeflbr of Mafic at 
Grefham-college in London, was born about the year 1622, and educated at ChriftV fa) CommunU 
.college in Cambridge, under the tuition of the learned Dr. Henry More, where he took 
the degree of Bachelor of Arts about the year 1642 {a). In 1649, he took the degree of %^uT\o^ 
ft) Rcgirtr. a- Matter of Arts {b), after which time he applied himfelf to the ftudy of Phyfic. He went ward's LilV"f 
"dcm. Canubr * into Italy in company with Mr. Finch (afterwards Sir John), with whom he had contrafted o^Sl? 

the * oll °* L °nd. 
J 74o, p. zzj, 
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the ftrideft fViendlliip [A] % and at Padua they were both created Dodiors of Phyfic [&). 
Upon the reftoration of King Charles JL in 1660, Mr, Baynes and Mr. Finch returned 
into England (c), and the fame year their Grace was palled at Cambridge, for creating (c) ward, Ui 
GdeiioSitt them Do£tors of Ph Y fic in that univerfity (d). On the 26th of February following, /wp-»* 
Mr. Baynes, together with Sir John Finch (<?), was admitted a Fellow Extraordinary of fe) ih bad been 
the College of Phyficians of London [CJ. Dr. Petty having refigned his Profdforihip ^ft^St 
of Mufic in Grefham-college, Dr. Baynes was chofen to fuccced him, the h'th of March month. 
1660 and the 26th of June following, he and'his friend Sir John Finch were admitted 
Graduates in Phyfic at Cambridge, in purfuance of the Grace parted in their favour 
the year before [D]. The winter following, this infeparable pair of friends dcfigned 
to have made a fecond tour into Italy [£], but did not execute their defign The 
20th of March 1663, they were elefted Fellows of the Royal Society, upon the firft 
choice made by the Council, after the grant of their charter, of which they had been 
members before (f), and, 4 May 15, 1661, had, with feveral others, been nominated (f) w*rd, m. 
* a Committee for a library (at Grefham-college), and for examining of the generation p,2a9 " 
c of infetts (g)J* In March 1664, Dr. Baynes accompanied Sir John Finch to Florence, (g) jmmah of 
where that gentleman was appointed his Majefty's Refident, and returned back with htm S ' y ° lu 
into England in 1670. Towards the end of the year 1672, Sir John being appointed 


(1) Communicated 
by the Rev. Mr. 
Baker of Cam- 
bridge. A v ud 
Mr.JohnWard's 
Live* of the Pro- 
feffors of Gre- 
fham-college, fo 
Jio. Lund. 1740. 
p. 227. 

(2) Farti Oxon. 
Vol. ii. coJ. 58. 


(3' War J, ubi 


(4) Ward, ibid. 
p. 22S. 

(5) Stowe's Sur- 
vey of London^ 
15. vi. p. 89. 
Edit. 1720, 


[A] Mr. Finch <witb whom be bad contracted 

the ftrideji friendfhip.] This gentleman was of the 
fame college with Mr. Baynes, and a pupil likewife 
of Dr. M ore's ; and the lives and fortunes of thefe 
fellow-collegians were fo interwoven, as to render 
their hiftory in a manner infeparable. They have a . 
tradition at ChrifPs-college, that while Mr. Finch 
was a ftudent there, Mr. Baynes, who was then his 
Sizar, took the liberty to admonifh him with great 
tend erne fs of fome mifcondudl in his behaviour, 
which at firft he refented, but afterwards complied 
with his advice, and made him his con Man t and bo- 
fom friend. Mr. John Finch was younger brother of 
Sir Heneage Finch, afterwards Earl of Nottingham, 
and born about the year 1626. His admiflion at 
Chrift's-college does not appear by their regifter, 
which is very imperfect (1). Anthony Wood tells 
us (2) he was educated in Grammar learning under 
Mr. Edward Sylveftei* at Oxford, became a gentle- 
man-commoner of Baliol-college about the fifteenth 
year of his age, and after he had taken one degree 
left that univerfity, upon the coming of the vifitors 
the year following. It appears by the Oxford re- 
gifter, that he took the degree of Bachelor of Arts 
there the 22d of May, 1647. But it is certain from 
his epitaph, that he was pupil to Dr. More at Cam- 
bridge, as well as Mr. Baynes. And therefore there 
is fome difficulty in reconciling thefe two accounts, 
uniefs we fuppofe. that, in the year 1642, when Ox- 
ford was a garrifon, Mr. Finch might for a time 
remove to Cambridge, and afterwards returning to 
Oxford, and taking his firit degree in Arts there in 
1647, leave it again the year fallowing, and go back 
to Cambridge. Mr. Finch purfued the ftudy of 
Phyfic with Mr. Baynes ; and their friendfhip had 
then fo firmly united them, that it is very probable 
they determined to proceed together through the feve- 
ral fteps and advancements of life, fo far as was con- 
fident with their refpeclive circumftances ; for which 
reafon Mr. Baynes, who did not take the fecond de- 
gree till feven years after the firft, might probably 
defer it till Mr. Finch by his Handing could do it 
with him (3). 

[B] They were both created Doclors of Phyfic at 
Padua. ] Mr. Finch was made Conful of the Englifh 
nation there and likewife a Syndic of the univerfity ; 
in which office he acquitted himfelf fo well, that he 
was honoured with a marble rtatue, and the great 
Duke made him public profefTor at Pifa (4). The 
like honours were afterwards paid by that univerfity 
to another Englifh Phyfician, Dr. William Stoke- 
ham (5). 

[C] Mr. Baynes and Sir John Finch were admitted 
Fellows Extraordinary of the College of Phyficians of 
London, .] The order for their admittance being fome- 
what fingular, I (hall give it in the words of the re- 
gifter. Ob praclara Dodoris Har-vai, nobis nunquam 
fine honor e nominandi, ejufque fratris germani Eliabi, 
in collegium merita, placuit, fociis omnibus prs/fentibus, 
prat erg nam quatuor> Dominum Johannem Finch et Doc- 
tor em 1 r homam Baines ( Pata<vii Doclorali laurea oma- 
tos ) adauclo tantundem in eorum gratiam fociorum nu- 
mero 9 in collegium ceu focios extraordinarios adfeifcere. 
Ea tamen lege et conditioner ne res htec facile in ex em- 

Vol. II. 


plum tfahatur ; i. e. 'In confideration of the great 
€ fervices done to the college by Dr. Harvey, whom 

* we ought never to mention without honour, and his 
1 brother Eliab, it is refolved, in the pre fence of all 

* the fellows, excepting four, to cleft into the College, 
c as fellows^-extraordinary, Sir John Finch and Dr. 

* Thomas Baynes, created Doctors at Padua, the 

* number of fellows being increafed merely for their 
' fakes ; but on condition that this proceeding fhall 

* not be drawn into a precedent.' The reafon of 
their ad million as Fellows Extraordinary, with the 
condition annexed that this injlance fiould not be drawn 
into a precedent, feems to have been, that the number 
of fellows, which at that time was limited to thirty > 
was then full : But by their new charter, granted by 
King Charles II. in 1663 (wherein the names of Dr. 
Baynes and Sir John Finch were both inferted), the 
number was enlarged to forty (6) ; which in the reign 
of King James II. was increafed to eighty: And 
fince that time they have been limited to no certain 
number, but remain candidates a year before their 
admiflion as fellows (7). 

[D] — in purfuance of the Grace paffed in their fa- 
vour the year before.] The reafons alfigned for this 
grant of the univerfity are fo much to the honour of 
both of them, and exprefs the great efteem they had 
gained abroad in fo full a manner, that I fhall here in - 
fert them in the original words. Cum <vir eximie no- 
bilis Johannes Finch eques auratus, et Pifa magni ducis 
Hetruria profefjbr publicus, et dignijjimus etiam <vir 
Thomas Baynes, duodecim abhinc annis admijji fuerint 
apud nos Cantabrigienfes ad gradum magifterii in arti- 
buSy et poftea in externas regiones profecti, diuque apud 
Patavinos commorati, non fine fummo eorum applaufu, 
et Anglicani notninis honore, gradum docloratus in me- 
dic ina ibide?n adept i Jint ; in patnam demum reuerfis fu- 
periori anno iifdem gratia conceffa eft, ut hie apud nos 
admit terentur ad eundem gradum, Jlatum, et honor em, 
quibus apud Pata<vinos prius infgniti fuerant : At 'vero 
cum ipfimet in perfonis propriis ob import una negotia, 
quibus implicit i et detent i funt, adeffe non pojfint : Pla- 
ceat itaque "vobis, ut vir nobilis Johannes Finch admif- 
fonem fuam recipiat ad diclum gradum, fub p erf on a Doc- 
toris Carr, in Mcdicina Docloris ; et Thomas Baynes 
fuam it idem, fub perfona Jobannis Goftlin, incept or is in 
mcdicina ; et ut eorum admijjio ftet eifdem pro complctis 
gradu et forma (&). The high reputation they had 
gained at Padua, and the honour they did to the 
Englifh name, are here afiigned as the reafons of 
their admiflion to the fam^ degree at Cambridge, 
which had been conferred upon them in that foreign 
univerfity. We learn alfo from this Grace, that they 
were admitted to their degree at that time by proxy ; 
Mr. Finch being reprelented by Dr. Carr, a Phyfi- 
cian, and Dr. Baynes by Mr. John Goftlin, Inceptor 
in Phyfic. 

[E] They dejigned to have made a fecond tour int$ 
Italy.] For tiiis purpofe they had defired and obtained 
the confent of the Coliege of Phyficians, as appears 
by the following minute in the regiiler. Sept. 30, 
1 66 1 , Dominus Johannes Finch et Doctor Baines fumma 
cum urbanitate veniam abcundi in Italiam a Domino 
Prsejide peticrunt* ob/ inner untque. 


(6) Dr.Goodair* 

Royal College of 
Pbyjicians of 
London, p. 70 

(7) Ward, ibid. 
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BAYNES. BEALE. 

the King's Ambaflador to the Grand Seignior, Dr. Baynes was ordered to attend him ai 
his Phyfician, and, before he left England, received from his Majefty the honour of 
knighthood. Nine years after, Sir Thomas ftill continuing in Turkey, the Grefham 
Committee, taking into confideration his long abfence without fupplying the duty of his 
place, thought fit to difmifs him from his profelTorfliip, and, on the 9th of Augufl: 168 1, 
chofe Mr. William Perry in his room. The news of this difrniffion could not reach Sir 
Thomas Baynes ; for he died at Conftantinople [F] the 5th of the following month, to 
the inexpreffible grief of his dear and conftant friend Sir John Finch, who did not long 
furvive him \G]. Their epitaph [HI, written by Dr. Henry More, is yet to be feen m 
the chapel of Chrift's-college ; and therein it is laid, that they jointly left four thoufand 
pounds to that college (b) [/J. 

[F] Sir Thomas Baynes died at Conftantinople.'] His got la ; et poftquam ad amid pollincluram qua fpeSlarent 
body was embalmed, and the bowels interred there, curaverat, njifceraque tellnri Byzantine addito mar more 
with a monument over them, by order of Sir John elegant er a fe pieque infcripto commiferat, cunclafque res 
Finch ; who foon after returning into England, fuas fcdulo paraverat, ad reditum in optatam patriam, 
brought the body with him, and fent it to Cam- corpus etiam defuncli amici a Conftantinopoli ufque (irifte 
bridge, where it was depofited in the chapel of fed pium officium) per longos maris traclus, novum fub- 
Chrift's-college, Sir John himfelf making a funeral inde falo e lachrymis fuis ad?nzfcens falfedine?n, ad fa- 
oration in honour of the deceafed (9). cellum hoc deduxit ; ubi funebri ipfum Oratio?ie adhibita 

[G] Sir John Finch did not long furvive him.} He mceftifque fed dulcijjimis threnodiis, in hypogaum tandem 
died the 18th of November, 1682, at London, and, fub proxima area fttum, commune utrique paratum hof- 
according to his own defire, was carried down to pitium, folenniter honoriftceque condidit. Hac pia Fin- 


Cambridge, and interred in the fame grave with his 
beloved friend, being unwilling to be feparated from 
him in death, who had been his conftant companion, 
and the partner of his fortunes fo many years while 
living (10). 

[H] Their Epitaph."] It is as follows. Effare, 
marmor, cuja funt hac duo qua fuftentas capita ? Duo- 
rum amicijjimorwn, quibus cor erat unum unaque anima, 
D. Johannis Finch, et D. Thoma Bainefti, equitum au- 
ratorum, <virorum omnimoda Sapientia, Ariftotelica, 
Platonica, Hippocratica, rerumque adeo gerendarum pe- 
ritia plane fummorum, at que hifce nominibus, et ob pra- 
claram immortalis amicitia exemplum, fub amantijftmi 
tutor is Henri ci Mori aufpiciis, hoc ipfo in collegio inita, 
per totum t err arum orbem celebratijjimorum. Hi mores, 
hac ftudia, hie fucceffus ; genus *vero ft qiueris et necef- 
fitudines, Horum alter D. Heneagii Finchii equitis au- 
rati ftlius erat y Heneagii <vero Finchii c omit is Not- 
tinghamienfts frater, non magis juris quam juftitia con- 
fulti, regime majeftati a confiliis fecretioribus , fummique 
Anglia Cancellarii ; ' viri prudentij/imi, religiofffimi, 
eloquent iffimi, integerrimi ; Principi, patriae, at que Ec- 
clefta Anglic an a charifjimi ; ingeniofa, numerofa, prof- 
peraque prole felicifjimi : Alter D. Johannis Finchii 
Hfiri omni laude major is amicus intimus, perpetuuj'que per 
triginta plus minus annos fortunarum et confdiorum par- 
ti ceps, longarumque in exteras n at i ones itinerationum in- 
dividfus comes. Hie igitur peregre apud Turcas vita 
funclus eft, nec prius tamen quam alter a ferenijpmo rege 
Anglia per decennium legatus praclare J'uo funclus eft 
munere ; tunc demum dUeclijfimus Bainefius fuam et amici 
Finchii fimul animam Byzantii effiavit, die V Septem- 
bris H. III. P. M. A. D. MDCLXXXI, atatis fua 
L1X. Quid igitur fecerit alterum hoc corpus anima 
caffum, rogas : Ruit fed in amplexus alterius, indoluit, 
ingemuit, ubertim ftevit, totum in lachrymas, niji nefcio 
qua utriqua anima reliquia cohibuiftent, defluxurum ; 
nec tamen tot us dolor i Jic indidfit nobilifjimus Fine hi us, 
quin ipfi qua incumberent folerter gefferit confeceritque ne- 


chius officia defunclo amico praftitit, porroque cum eo in 
ufus pi os quater mi lie libras Anglicanas huic Chrifti Col- 
legio donavit, ad duos focios totidemque fcholares in col- 
legio alendos, et ad augendum libris quinquagenis reditum 
magiftri annuum : cui rei miniftranda riteque finiunda 
Londini dum incumberet, paucos poft menfes in morbum 
incidit, febrique ac p leu ri tide, max i me vero Amici Bai- 
nefti defiderio, adfeclus et affiiclus, inter lachrymas, 
luclus, et amplexus charifftmorum, diem obiit 9 fpeque 
beata immortalitatis plenus, pie ac placide in Domino 
obdormivit, DieXFIIINovembrisH.il. PMN. A.D. 
MDCLXXXII, JEtatis fua LVI, Londinoque hue de- 
latus ab illuftrijjimo D. Domino Finchio Heneagii Comitis 
Nottinghamienfts ftlio prim&genito, aliifque ejus ftliis ac 
neceffariis comitantibus, eodem in fepulchro quo ejus ami- 
cijjimus heic conditus jacet, ut ftudia, for tunas, conftlia, 
imo an i mas <vivi qui mifcuerant, iidem fuos defuncli fa- 
cros tandem mifcerent cineres (i i). (n) Le Nevf, 

[/] They jointly left four thoufand pounds to Chrift 9 s- Monument a An- 
college.'] With that money were purchafed in farm- YA4fc 
rents two hundred pounds a year, for the maintenance 
of two Fellows, each to receive fixty pounds a year ; 
and two Scholars, each to receive twelve pounds a 
year ; and fifty pounds a year towards the augmen- 
tation of the malterfhip. Sir John was pre fumed to 
pay moft of the money, though he was willing that 
Sir Thomas mould lhare with him in the honour of 
this donation, as in all other his laudable aftions 
(12). ^ ^ B. 

[This inftance of the long and inviolably mutual 
attachment, which took place with regard to Sir 
Thomas Baynes and Sir John Finch, ought to be 
added to the hiftories of human friendfhip, which are 
fo rare, and fo beautiful when they do occur. Is it 
not probable that thefe two gentlemen imbibed fome- 
thing of the noble enthufiafm they were infpired 
with, from their tutor, Dr. Henry More ; who was 
a man of the warmeft and moll generous afFe&tons, 
and a great adept in the Platonic philofophy ?] K. 
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(iz) Mr. Baker, 
apud Ward, ubi 
fup-a, p. 232. 


(b) Walpole's 
.Anecdotes of 
Painting in Eng- 
land, vol. Hi. 
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* In a 4to ma- 
nufcript, now 
before us, of Mr. 
Oldys's, is a re- 
ference to fome 
extracts made by 
him from Mr. 
Beale's memo- 
randum-books ; 
but we have not 
met with any of 
thefe cxtra&c. 


[BE ALE (Mary), a Lady of fome note as a Portrait painter in the reign of King 
Charles the Second, was born in Suffolk, in the year 1632 (a), and was daughter of 
Mr. Cradock, miniftcr of Walton upon Thames (b). She is generally faid to have been 
inftru&ed in the rudiments of painting by Sir Peter Lely ; but the truth of this is 
queftioned by Mr. Horace Walpole ; and, indeed, there is much reafon for his doubts 
upon this fubjeft She appears, however, to have been very afliduous in copying 

the 


[A] She is generally faid to have been inftrucled in 
the rudiments of painting by Sir Peter Lely ; but the 
truth of this is queftioned, Sec] Mrs. Beale's hufband 
minuted down almoft daily accounts of whatever re- 
lated to himfelf, his bufmefs, and his wife's pictures, 
in fmail almanack pocket-books. He left above 
thirty of thefe, a few of which afterwards came into 
the hands of Mr. Vcrtuc, the engraver ; and fome of 
his extracts from them have been publifhed by Mr. 
Walpole *. One of thefe is as follows : ' 1 Aug. 
* 1672. Dr. Tillotfon fat to Mr. Lely about three 
' hours for the picture he is doing for me ; this is the 


fourth time, and I believe he will paint it (nt 
lealt touch it) over again. His manner in the paint- 
ing of this picture, this time efpecially, fecmcd 
ftrangely different both to myfelf and my dearelt 
heart from his manner of painting the former pic- 
tures he did for us. This we thought was a more 
concealed, myiierious, fcanty way of pninting, than 
the way he ufed formerly, which we both thought 
was a far more open and free, and much more was 
to be obferved and gained from feeing him paint 
then, than my heart could with her molt careful 
marking learn from his painting either this, or Dr. 

< Cradock's 


fa ) Pillungtnrt** 

Dictionary of 
Paint rs, 4*0. 
I 7?o f p. 43* 
ani ElVay to- 
wards an Eng- 
lifli School or 
Painters, annex- 
ed to De Piics's 
Art of Painting, 
2 J cd.t. p. 35*. 


B E A L E. BEATON. 

fche works of that great matter, as well as thofe of Vandyke. She painted in oil, water- 
eolours, and crayons, and had much bufinefs. Her portraits were in the Italian ftyle, 
which (Tie acquired by copying fevPral pictures and drawings which fhe borrowed from 
Sir Peter L.ely's and the royal colleftions (c). The author of the Effay towards an Englifh 
fchcol of Painters fays, 4 She was little inferior to any of her contemporaries, either for 
c colouring, ftrength, force, or life; infomuch that Sir Peter was greatly taken with her 
c performances [/>], as he would often acknowledge. She worked with a wonderful 
c body of colours, and was exceedingly induftrious (d).* It appears that fhe was grearly 
efteemed and encouraged by many of the moft eminent among the clergy of that time, 
by whom alio her hufband was much refpe&ed. She painted the portraits of Tillotfon, 
Stillingfleet, Cradock [Cj, Patrick, Wilkins, Outram, &c. Her price was 5 1. for a 
head, and 10 1. for a half-length, in oil, which was her moft common method of paint- 
ing (<?). Among others whole portraits fhe drew were, the Earl of Clarendon, Lord 
Cornbury, the Countds of Derby, Sir Stephen Fox, the Duke of Newcaftle, Lady 
Sc arid ale, the Earl of Bolingbroke, Lady Dorchefter, Lady Stafford, and the Earl of 
Clare (/). 

In the manufcripts of Mr. Oldys, Mrs. Beale is celebrated for her poetry, as well a£ 
for her painting ; and is lliled 4 that mafculine Poet, as well as fainter, the incom- 
€ parable Mrs. Beale.' In Dr. S. Woodford's tranflation of the Pfalms are two or three 
verlions of particular pfalms by Mrs. Beale, whom, in his preface, he calls an abfolutely 
compleat Gentlewoman. He fays farther, 1 I have hardly obtained leave to honour this 

* volume of mine with two or three verfions, long fince done by the truly virtuous Mrs. 
c Mary Beale, amongft whofe lead accomplifhments it is, that (he has made Painting and 
c Pot/is^ which in the fancies of others had only before a kind of likenefs, in her own to 
4 be really the fame. The reader, I hope, will pardon this public acknowledgment, 

* which I make to fo deferving a perfon, when I fhall tell him, that while, as a friend 
c and one of the family, I had the convenience of a private and moft delightful retire- 
4 rnent, in the company of her worthy hufband and herfelf, I both began and perfected 
c this paraphrafe.' 

Mrs. Beale died on the 28th of December, 1697, at the age of fixty-five, and was 
buried under the communion-table in St. James's church (g). She had two fons, Charles 
and Bartholomew, who both exercifed the art of painting, Charles, who was born in 
1660, painted both in oil and water colours : but the weaknefs of his eyes did not fuffer 
him to continue his profefflon above four or five years. He lived and died over-againft 
St. Clement's church, in the Strand, at Mr. Wilfon's, a banker, who became poflefled 
of feveral of his pictures for debt-, particularly of a double half-length of his father and 
mother, and a fingle one of his mother, all by Lely (b). Her other fon, Bartholomew, 
having little inclination for painting, relinquifhed it, flu died phyfic under Dr. Sydenham, 
and pradliled at Coventry, where he and his father died (*.). There is an engraving, by 
Chambars, from a painting by herfelf, of Mrs. Beale, and her fon Charles, in Mr. Wal- 
pole's Anecdotes of Painting in England.'] T. 
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(9.} Anecdote?, 
ice. ubi fu^ra. 


« Cradock's pi&ure of his doing for Dr. Patrick (i),' 
Mr. Walpole infers from this pafTage, that what has 
been faid of Mrs. Beale being fcholar to Lely is a 
miilake. Her huihand, he obferves, c does not hint 

* at it on the contrary, they (Mrs. Beale and her 

4 hufband) feem to have procured their friends to At 

* to Sir Peter, that me might learn his method of 

* colouring and Sir Peter feems to have been 

f aware of the intention (2).' 

[i?] Sir Peter <was greatly taken with her perform- 
ances.] In one of her hufband's pocket-books was 
the following pafTage : * 1672, 20 April. Mr. Lely 

* was- here with Mr. Gibfon and Mr. Skipwith, to 
' fee us, and commended very much her (Mrs. 
' Beale's) copy after our Saviour praying in the gar- 
« den, tsfr. after Anto. da Corregio : her copy in 

* little after Endymion Porter, his lady, and three 
' fons, he commended extraordinarily, and faid (to 
4 ufe his own words) it was painted like Vandyke 

* himfelf in little, and that it was the bell copy he 

* ever favv of Vandyke. Alfo he very well liked her 
■ two copies in great of Mr. Porter's little fon Phil. 


* He commended her other works, copies and thofe 

* from the life (3).' Sir Peter Lely has been fpoken 
of as having a tender attachment to Mrs. Beale ; but 
if there be any foundation for this, it feems to have 
been an unfuccefsful pallion ; for fhe appears to have 
been ftrittly virtuous, and in every refpeel of an 
amiable character. 

[C] She painted the portraits of tillotfon, Stilling" 
feet, Cradock, &c] Mr. Walpole informs us, that 
the portraits of Dr. Tillotfon, Dr. Pierce, Dr. Cra- 
dock, Dr. StillingHeet, and of four other perfons, by 
Mrs. Beale, are itill remaining at the Earl of U- 
cheftcr's, at Melbury in Dorfetlhire. * Each head is 
c inclofed in a frame of flone-colour ; a mark that 

* very generally diitinguifhes Mrs. Beale's works (4).' 
In one of her hufband's pocket-books, for the year 

1672, is the following memorandum : ' Received 

* this year for pictures done by my deareft heart 
' 202 1. 5 s.' In 1674, her pictures produced 216 1. 
5 s.; and in 1677, fhe received for pictures 429 1. 
It appears, that ihe and her hufband beflowed about 
2s. in the pound of their income in charitable ufes (5), 


[^] Originally from France, but had been long fet- 
tled in Scotland.] This noble family takes its name 
from the town of Bethune on the little river of Brette 
in Artois, five leagues from Aire, and fix from Lifle ; 
and the firlr. mention we meet with in hiitory of thefe 


(3) Walpole, 

ttbifupra, p. 72| 


Lords of Bethune, informs us, chat Robert the Firft 
founded the collegiate church of St. Bartholomew in 
the year 999. He had fix fuccefTors of his own name, 
the lafl of which left his title and eftates to William, 
firnamed the Red, father of Daniel and Robert the 

VUth, 


(4) Walpol-, 

ubi Jupuiy p. Jji 


BEATON, BETON, or rather BETHUNE (James), Archbifliop of 
Sr. Andrews in the reign of King James V. This famous Prelate was deicended from a 
very ancient and honourable family, that came originally from France, but had been long 
fettled in Scotland (a) [J]. His father was John Beaton of Balfour, and his mother Mary, 

daughter 
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(b) Lives and 
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land, by G. 
Crawfurd, p 61. 


(«) Spotfwood's 
Hiftory of the 
Church of Scot- 
land, p. 6t. 


daughter to Sir David Bofwell of Blamuto (b). We have no certain account of his birth, 
or of the manner of his education, except that being a younger brother, he was from his 
nonage deftined for the Church, and with jhat view kept to his ftudies (cj. He had great 
natural talents, and having improved them by the acquisition of all that fort of learning 
falhionable in thofe times, he came early into the world, under the title of Provoft of 
Bothwell 5 a preferment given him through the intereft of his family (d) [/>]. When he was 
once put into the road, he made a very quick progrefs in Irs journey ; for having flept 
into his firft benefice in 1503, we find him the very next year advanced to the rich and 
honourable preferment of Abbot of Dumferling, which abbacy became void by the death 
of the mod noble Prince, James Stuart, Archbifhop of St. Andrews, Duke of Rofs, and 
Chancellor of Scotland (e). Avery Aiming teftimony this was of his mailer's favour, but 
in 1505 he received ftill a greater ; for upon the death of Sir David Beaton, his brother, 
his Majefty honoured him with theftaff of High-Treafufer, and he was thenceforward con- 
fidered as one of the principal Minifters of the King his mafter (f). In 1 ^08 he was pro- 
moted to the bifhopric of Galloway, on the death of Bifhop Vaufs, and before he had 
fat a full year in that cathedral cha ; r, he was removed to the archiepifcopal Sec of Glafgow, 
vacant by the death of Dr. Blackader, upon which he refigned the Treafur r's ftaff, which 
was beftowed on Dr Hepburn, Bifhop of the Ifles (g). This was in the year 1509, and 
his Grace feems to have taken this ftep, in order to be more at leifure to mind the go- 
vernment of his diocefe : And indeed it is univerfally acknowledged, that none more care- 
fully attended the duties of his functions than Archbifhop Beaton while he continued at 
Glafgow ; and he has left there fuch marks of concern for that church, as have baffled the 
ftrong teeth of time, and, which is ftill keener, the rage of a diftra&ed populace^). In 
a word, the monuments of his piety and public fpirit which he raifed at Glafgow, yet 
remain and juftify this part of his character [C]. It does not appear that he had any hand 
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Vllth. The latter left behind him an only daughter 
Maud, who married Guy de Dampierre Earl of Flan- 
ders, who had by her Robert the Tlld, firnamed de 
(1) AndreHnjua Bethune, who bore his father's title (1). William de 
de Bruges, De- Bethune, Lord of Locres, fettled in France, where he 
died Auguft 24, 243, and from him defeended the 
Dukes of Sully, D'Orval, and Charoft, and all the fa- 
milies of the fame name in France (2). It is a point 
out of difpute, that the Scotch family are defeended 
from the fame flock with the French, but it is at the 
fame time very certain, that rhe French writers are in 
the wrong to fuppofe that James de Bethune, who 
lived in the X Vth century, was the founder of this fa- 
mily, fince it appears, that Robert de Bethune was 
pofle/Ted of lands in Scotland in the reign of King 
William ; and Sir David Bethune, who probably was 
his fon, was living in 1296 (3V From him defeend- 
ed Robert de Bethune, who was of the houfhold to 
King Robert II. and marrying the daughter and hei- 
refs of Sir John Balfour, chief of that family, obtain- 
ed with her the lands of Balfour in the county of 
Roll, at the end Fife; from whence this family has been ever fince 
of Ncflm's He- diftinguiflicd by the name of Bethune, or, as it is 
commonly written in Scotland, Beaton, of Balfour. 
This, it feems, was their principal feat, and the fa- 
mily gained an eftablifhment by marrying this heirefs ; 
but they retained nevcrthelefs the name of Bethune, 
and quartered the arms of Balfour with their own, 
viz. quarterly ill and 4th azure a Fefs between three 
Mafcles, Or, 2d and 3d Argent on a Cheveron fable y 
an Otter's head erafed of the firft for Balfour, Sup- 
porters, two Otters proper, and an Otter's head for 
crefl, with the word Debonnaire (4). Befides this, 
there have been feveral considerable families of this 
firname in Scotland, fuch as the Beatons of Creigh, 
of Baudon, of Blebo, Sec. but as they all derive 
themfelves from Beaton of Balfour,, it is needlefs to 
dwell upon them. 

[2?] A preferment given him through the intereft of 
his family,] He was remarkably happy at his fetting 
out; for his brother, Sir David Beaton of Creigh, a 
very learned, wife, and prudent gentleman, was then 
a great courtier, and fo much beloved by his mafter 
King James IV. that he raifed him to the honour of 
being Comptroller of his houfhold ; and on the death 
of Sir Robert Lundin of Balgony, in 1502, he made 
him Treafurer of Scotland (5). But befides the af- 
fiftance derived to our Divine, by the intereft of this 
brother, he was alfo in great credit wfrh the powerful 
houfe of Douglas, from whom he received his firft 
preferment, which was that of the Provoftflvip of Both- 
well. It may not be amifs to mew what the nature of 
this preferment was, and how the family of Angus 
came to have the beitowing of it. The reader then 
3 


(4) Nefbit/s He^ 
raldry, Vol. ii. 
p. 113. 


(5) Craufurd's 
Lives of Great 
Officers, p. 6z. 


is to know, that there were in Scotland before the Re- 
formation many collegiate churches of fecular priefts, 
and he who prefided over thefe canons was fliled Pro- 
voft (6). The church of Bothwell was one of thefe, 
and belonged to the potent family of the Hepburns, 
Earls of Bothwell. But Archibald Douglas, Earl of 
Angus, one of trie moll potent noblemen in Scotland, 
making ufe of this faying, That when the King was 
angry he had nothing to do but to retire to his her- 
mitage in Liddefdale ; King James IV. fwore there 
was no keeping the kingdom in order while the Earl 
of Angus was poflefTed of that country, of which the 
Earl was no fooner informed, than he refolved to facri- 
fice his own eafe to the fa tis faction of his mafter, and 
therefore con fen ted that hiseldeft fon and heir, George, 
according to the Scots cuftoms, ftiled Mafter of Angus, 
Ihould exchange the lands of Liddefdale for thofe of 
Bothwell, which, with the King's confent, was ac- 
cordingly done in the year 1492 (7). And thus the 
Earl of Angus became patron of the college of Both- 
well, which, upon the firft vacancy, he beftowed upon 
Dr. James Beaton ; a plain proof that he came into 
the world under the powerful protection of this noble 
family, with which however he had very high dif- 
ferences afterwards, as in its proper place the reader 
will be informed. 

[C] Still remain and juftify this part of his charac- 
ter.] It may juftly be obferved, that there is no hifto- 
ry of any country written with fo much inaccuracy and 
confufion as that of Scotland, in refpeel to which, 
even thofe who might have been beft acquainted with 
it, have committed ftrange miftakes. As for inftance, 
Archbifhop Spotfwood tells us exprefsly, that our 
Archbifhop Beaton fat in this See twenty-two years 
(3) ; if fo, he muft have been Archbifhop in the year 
1 500* that is about three years before he had any pre- 
ferment at alk But the truth is, that he was only 
fourteen years Archbifhop of Glafgow, during which 
fpace he did many things for the honour of that 
church, and the convenience of his fuccefTors, as a 
very careful writer tells us in the following words. 
' While Archbifhop Beaton was in the See, he in- 
9 clofed his cpifcopal palace in the city of Glafgow 

* with a noble and magnificent ftone wall of aiiler 

* work towards the eaft, fouth and weft, with a ba- 

* ftion on one corner, and a tower on the other front- 
4 ing the high-ftreet, whereupon are fixed in different 
' places his coat of arms, viz. quarterly firft and 

* fourth as the Heralds blazon it, a fefs betwixt 
t three lozenges, two in chief, and one in bafe ; fe- 

* cond and third a chevron charged with an Otter's 

* head coupee, furmounted by afalmon fifli, the arms 
' of the See, and his archiepifcopal crofs inftead of a 
4 mitre and croficr, and the word Miferlcordia for hn 

* motto 
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BEATON, 

in thofe fatal counfels, which drove the unfortunate King James IV. into his laft war wich 
England, which ended with the battle of Flodden-field, wherein the King loll his life. 
"With him fell the flower of his Nobility, and amongft them Alexander, Aichbiftiopof 
St, Andrews, and Chancellor of Scotland, his natural fon, of whom Erafmus has ipoken 
with fo much honour (/). By this fatal blow the* kingdom was thrown into the utmott con- 
fufion, all minding rather their private advantages, than how to repair the pubhc lofs. 
The Queen, by a very hafty and indecent marriage with the Earl of Angus, loft the re- 
gency, about which the Nobility could not agree ; and the Clergy who ought to have in- 
terpofed their good offices, were all-together by the ears about the ArchbifhopMc of St, An- 
drews-, fo that, for the re-eftablifhrnent of peace, it was found requifite to fend for John 
Duke of Albany, the young King's great uncle, from France, and to declare him Regent 
(k). He was a very wife and moderate Prince, but at the lame time one who loved to 
make ufe of his authority, by which means he reftored order and quiet in the State, and 
for a time fatisfied every body. Among thofe particularly diftinguifhed by his favour, 
was our Archbifhop of Glafgow, whom he raifed to the office of High Chancellor, and 
conferred on him other benefits, which fhewed how much he efteemed him (/) (DJ, Some 
time after, when the Regent thought proper, or perhaps found it requifite to go to France, 
he appointed (amongft other great men) our Archbifhop of Glafgow, one of tfte Governors 
of Scotland in his abfence v and to prevent, if it had been pofllble, all difputes amongft 
them, they had different provinces affigned them (m). This was in 1517, but it did not 
anfwer the Duke-Regent's intention y for they quickly broke into parties, and this brought* 
on fuch confufion, that they were content to devolve their whole pov/er upon the Earl 
of Arran, nearly allied in blood to the King, and one of the mod worthy, Noblemen in. 
the kingdom (?/), Upon this, at his inftance, and in order to reform the disorders that were 
crept into the Government, a Convention of Eftates was fummoned to meet at Edinburgh on 
the 29th of April, 1520. On this day, the Earl of Arran, with the chief of the Nobi- 
lity of the Weft, aflcmbled together in Archbifhop Bethune's houfe, at the bottom of Black- 
frier-wynde where, before the fitting of the Convention, they refolved to apprehend the 
Earl of Angus, alleging that his power was fo great, that fo long as he was free they 
could not have a free parliament (0). But as foon as the Earl was informed of their defign, 
he fent his uncle, the Rifhop of Dunkeld, to the Archbifhop of Glafgow, then Chancellor, 
offering, if he had failed in any point of his duty to the reft of the Lords, that he would moft 
willingly i'ubmir himfelf to the cenfure of the Convention, which was going then to meet *, 
and the Bifhop himfelf, earneftly befought the Chancellor, that he would ufe his beft endea- 
vours with his friends to compromife matters, and prevent as much as pofllble the (bedding 
of blood, which in a conteit of that kind would be inevitable. The Archbifhop, though 
he was as deep in the defign as any of the party, and had put on armour to afllft them in 
per fon, or at leaft to animate others by his example, made the beft apology for himfelf he 
could, and laid the blame wholly upon the Earl of Arran, who, he pretended, was dis- 
obliged with the Earl of Angus upon many accounts, and after he had reckoned up the 
chief of them, he in the end concluded, There is no remedy! Upon my conscience, I cannot 
help it. And in the heat of his afleveration he beat on his bread with his hand, which made 
the iron plates of the coat of mail under his caflbc return a rattling found, which Bifhop 
Douglas perceiving, he gave his brother, the Archbifhop, this fevere and jufl reprimand. 
How now, my Lord, methinks your confeience clatters : We are Priejls ; and to put on armour, 
or to bear arms, is not conjijlent with our character {p). But the good Bifhop Douglas, 
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* motto. But this was not all his benefactions to the 

* See while he fat here, for he augmented the altar- 

* ages in the choir of the cathedral, over which he 

* caufed to be affixed his arms emblazoned in their 

* proper tinctures, where they are ftill to be viewed 

* by the curious. He laid out alfo a good deal of 

* money in building and repairing of bridges that 

* were gone to decay at different places within the 

* regality and about the city of Glafgow, whereupon 

* are his arms engraven, which will remain as perpe- 

* tual monuments of his charity (<y).' At the time he 
fat here, the famous Dr. Gawen Douglas, uncle to 
the Earl of Angus, and brother of the Archbifhop's 
firft patron, George, Mafter of Angus, was promoted 
to the See of Dunkeld, which being a fuffragan to the 
Archbifhop of Glafgow, Dr. Douglas went thither to 
be confecrated. This was in 1515 ; and our Prelate, 
to fhew how much he refpeded the new Bifhop and his 
family, entertained him and all his attendants magni- 
ficently, and moft generoufly defrayed the whole ex- 
pence of his confecration (10). 

[D] Which Jhewed how much he efteemed him.] He 
gave him for the fupport of his dignity the two rich 
abbies of Killwinning and Arbroth, which he held 
with his Archbifhopric in commendam, and by this 
means drew him over from the faction of the Douglas's 
to his own party ( 1 1). But though this might fatisfy 
both him and the Duke-Regent, yet it was fo far from 
quieting the troubles and difturbances in Scotland, 

Vol. II. 


that, on the contrary, it contributed to increafe them. 
The Lord Hume, who had been the principal perfon 
in bringing over the Duke- Regent, was fo ill treated 
by him, that he was forced to join with the Earl of 
Angus, and the Earl of Arran was alfo not very well 
affected to the adminiftration. After many con fufion s 
however (in fome of which the Queen for her own 
fafety fled to England, and her hufband reconciled 
himfelf to the Regent) things feemed to go better, 
and there was fome appearance of the public tranqui- 
lity being fettled, when fuddenly, and without any 
caufe, proportioned to fuch an effect, he fummoned 
the Lord Hume and his brother, under colour of cer- 
tain offences, and with the formality of Law cut off 
their heads. This fo difgufted the nobility, that the 
Duke-Regent finding himfelf hated by the common 
people, and his commands flighted by the Peers, re- 
pented he ever came thither, and refolved to return 
to France ; hoping that in his abfence they might 
forget what had lately happened, and recover that 
fpirit of cordial love and affection towards him, which 
they had fhewn when he firft aflumed the government, 
and which lie thought he mould not have loft by put- 
ting the Humes to death, fince whatever the pretence 
might be, the true caufe of that feverity certainly was 
the common fame, that the late King James IV. did 
not fall in battle, but was traiteroufly murdered by 
the Humes afterwards, which fuppofed fact he thus (12) Buchan. 
revenged (12). Rer. Scot. Hift. 

lib. xiv. 
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BEATON. 

perceiving he was able to do little with the Arehbifhop, who ought, Upon this occafior^ 
to have been a promoter of peace, but, inftead of that, as Mr. Buchanan allures us, flew 
tip and down like a firebrand of fedition, left him : And thereupon enfued a hot Ikirmifh, 
in which the Earl of Angus's party had the better. The martial Arehbifhop leeing the 
day loft, and his friends defeated, fled for fanftuary to the Black-friars church, and was 
there taken out from behind the altar, his rochet torn off him, aftd he would certainly 
have been (lain, if Bifhop Douglas, from a tender regard he had for his character, had 
not interceded for him and faved his life (q). One hiftorian indeed fays, that the Areh- 
bifhop fled on foot to the Queen ; which poffibly may be true, but then it muft have been 
after he recovered his liberty, in the manner we have jult now related (r). From thefe 
diftrefles he was happily relieved the next year, 1521, by the return of the Duke-Regent 
from France, who very foon reftored the face of affairs, and fome kind of order in the 
government, obliging the Earl of Angus to confent, for the fake of the public peace, to 
remain for a year in France (j). Affairs might have after this gone on well enough, if the 
Regent and the Clergy had not been bent upon involving the nation in war with England, 
to ferve the purpofes of the French, which, together with the fuggeftions of the Bifhop of 
Dunkeld, and other Scotch exiles, greatly incenfed King Henry VIII. againft the Regent, 
the Chancellor, and all their party (/). In the midft of thefe confufions died Dr. Andrew 
Forman, Arehbifhop of St. Andrews, and Primate of Scotland, which opened a fair path 
for Dr. Beaton to fet himfelf at the head of the Clergy (u), who were very well inclined to 
him, and very defirous that he Ihould fucceed: But however a great ftruggle there was 
before he could bring his defign to bear, and in order to it, he is charged (though I think 
without reafon) with adting very ungratefully towards the Bifhop of Dunkeld (w) [£]. 
At laft, in 1523, he became Arehbifhop of St. Andrews, not only by the favour of the 
Duke-Regent, but with the full confent of the young King, who was at that time, and 
indeed all his life, chiefly governed by the Archbifhop's nephew, David Beaton, for whom 
this great Prelate had fuch a regard, that foon after his promotion he refigned to him the 
rich abbey of Arbroth, or Aberbrothock (*)• But this fair weather did not laft long ; 
for in the fame year the power of the Regent was abrogated by parliament, the Earl of 
Angus returned from France, and by degrees made himfelf mafter of the government, 
and of the King's perfon (y). He was extremely incenfed againft the Arehbifhop, drove 
him from court, and difpoffefTed him of the office of Chancellor, obliging the King for 
that purpofe to write him a letter, demanding the Great- Seal, which he very refpeftfully 
delivered, and fome time after the Earl took upon himfelf the office of Chancellor (z) [FJ- 

The 
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[£] Very ungratefully towards the Sijhop of "Dunkeld. ,] 
This is charged very home upon the Archbifhop's 
memory by Mr. Crawfurd, who, fpeaking of the ge- 
nerous behaviour of Bifhop Douglas, when he deli- 
vered the Chancellor from the power of the mob, he 
proceeds thus ; ( For which he made him afterwards a 

* very ungrateful requital ; for having an eye towards 

* the Biihopric of St. Andrews upon the death of 

* Arehbifhop Forman, he was afraid of no competitor 

* fo much as of Bifhop Douglas, and therefore, to be 

* rid of him, writes a letter to the King of Denmark, 

* whereiti he reprefents kim as a perfon difaffefted ^to 

* the government, and going about to infringe the 
' privileges granted to the Scots nation by the holy 
' See, endeavouring to be preferred to the Archbi- 

* fhopric by the intereft of the Emperor and the King 

* of England, then public enemies to Scotland, and 
e therefore he intreats that King, that he would write 

* to his minifters at Rome, to inform his Holinefs 

* that the Bifhop was under a fentence of banifhment 
1 becaufe of his dements, and thereby put a flop to 
' his ambitious defigns (13).' This letter, which 
has been hinted at by feveral other authors, was long 
preferved among other pieces relating to the hiftories 
of thofe times in the Advocates library at Edinburgh, 
which letters are now made public. This is dated 
from Edinburgh, April the 8th, 1522 (14), and the 
contents of it are as before fet forth ; but then it is to 
be confidered, that the Arehbifhop was Chancellor of 
the kingdom, and therefore the only perfon that 
could write this letter by the order of the Council ; 
that the fads mentioned therein were ftriftly true, that 
is to fay, the Bifhop of Dunkeld was at that time a 
fugitive in England, was actually pra&ifing to reftore 
the affairs of his party by the afliftance of the King of 
England, and was endeavouring to obtain the Arch- 
bi fhopric of St. Andrews and the Primacy of Scot- 
land, not only without the confent, but in fpite of 
the will of his PrinCfand the States of the kingdom, 
by whofe direction this letter was written to induce the 
King of Denmark to interpofe at the court of Rome 
on behalf of the King of Scots, his nephew, to pre- 
vent the Pope from making Douglas Arehbifhop at 


that juncture (15). Such was the fact, and fuch the 
circumftances that attended it. The reader will there- 
forejudge between thefe two Prelates, who, in point 
of ambition, feem very nearly to have re fern bled each 
other, and at the fame time he will remember, that 
the Chancellor muft have written this letter in right 
of his office, whether he had any private intereft in 
the affair or not ; befides all which it is certain, that 
but a very little before this the Earl of Angus and his 
faction had forced the Arehbifhop to fly for his life. 
Whatever his motives might be, molt certain it is the 
letter produced no effect, for before it could reach 
the hand of the King of Denmark, the Bifhop of Dun- 
keld was in his grave (16), which perhaps might fa- 
cilitate the Chancellor's fcheme of becoming Areh- 
bifhop of St. Andrews. Yet, with all the care I 
have been able to take, I have not been fo happy to 
difcover when he was promoted to this See : Only this 
is certain, that it was between the months of April 
and December 1523, fince in the firft he fubferibed 
himfelf Arehbifhop of Glafgow, and Arehbifhop of 
St. Andrews in the latter (17). It is certain, that 
his promotion was very critical, fmce the Duke-Re- 
gent loft his authority fo foon afterwards, which had 
he done before, there is no doubt but that Dr. Dun- 
bar would then have fupplanted him in the Primacy, 
as he afterwards did in the Chancellorfhip, when the 
King was at full liberty, and difpofed of the offices of 
ftate at his own pleafure (iS). 

[F] Took upon himfelf the office of Chancellor,] It 
was in the fpring of the year 1523, that the Duke- 
Regent returned for the third and laft time into France. 
Soon after which his authority was taken away by an 
aft of parliament ; for the Earl of Angus returning, 
quickly carrte to have fuch an influence, notwkh- 
ftanding the ill terms upon which he flood with the 
Queen-Dowager his wife, that all things were di- 
rected by him and his creatures, and fuch an intereft 
he had in parliament, that on the 25th of February, 
1525, an act pafled, devolving the fupreme authority 
upon a council of feven (19), viz. The two Arch- 
bilhops, the Bilhops of Aberdeen and Dumblain, the 
Earls of Argyle and Lenox, and himfelf, into which 
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BEATON. 

The Archbifhop afterwards found means to revenge, in fome meafure, this ufage, by 
giving a fentence of divorce, at the inftance of the Queen, againft the Earl of Angus; 
about the circumftances of which, fkough hiftorians differ, yet the fad is certain {a) [G]. 
When the Douglaflfes were driven from court, and the King recovered his freedom, the 
Archbifhop came again into power, but did not recover his office of Chancellor, which 
was bellowed upon Gawen Dunbar, Archbifhop of Glafgow, who had been the King's 
tutor (£), and ftood very high in his favour. Our Archbifhop re Tided from this time for- 
ward in his own palace at St. Andrews, where, by the arts of the Clergy, and chiefly by 
the influence of his nephew, he was drawn to proceed violently in the perfecution of the Pro- 
teftants, and actually caufed the Abbot of Feme to be burnt for a heretic, which drew 
upon him great odium (c) [//]. He went on afterwards in the fame courfe as long as he 

lived, 
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Council the Queen was to be admitted, and nothing 
was .to be done without her advice. But it was not 
long that he was fatisfied with this regulation, with 
which, while it lafted, he never complied, but ma- 
naged all things at his own will ; and therefore, by 
another aft of parliament, dated the 17th of June, 
1526, the King was declared of full age though but 
eighteen, and the adminiftration placed entirely in 
his hands ; that is, in the hands of the Earl of An- 
gus, who kept him in his cuftody, and made him the 
engine of his will (20). One of the firft things he 
made him do after this alteration took place, was ap- 
pointing a new Privy-Council, in which the Archbi- 
fhop of St. Andrews was left out ; and foon after the 
feal was taken from him, as is faid in the text ; but 
the Earl did not aiTume to himfclf the title of Lord- 
Chancellor before the month of Auguft, 1527, after 
he had entirely new modelled the court (21). It was 
no wonder that in this plenitude of power, the Earl 
mould perfecute a man whom he hated, whofe parts 
he feared, and whofe intereft was very great, his 
niece having lately married the Earl of Arran, who 
was looked upon as the fecond perfon in the kingdom. 
All this time King James V. was very little better 
than a clofe prifoner, and though in public he pro- 
fefTed himfelf very affedlionate to the Earl of Angus, 
yet he privately excited two attempts to refcue him- 
felf out of that Nobleman's hands ; one by the Laird 
of Buccleugh, in which fome blood was fpilt ; the 
other by the Earl of Lenox, which like wife failed, 
and in which that noble Lord was killed : And as the 
Earl of Angus forefaw what afterwards fell out, he 
endeavoured to fecure himfelf from being called to an 
account for his conduct, by procuring an aft of parli- 
ament in fupport of it (22). But foon after, the 
King made his efcape from Faulkland, and rode di- 
rectly to the caftle of Stirling, where the Queen, his 
mother, was; and from thence he prefently iflued a 
proclamation, forbidding the Earl to act any farther 
in the government, taking from him all his places, 
and forbidding him, or any of his adherents, to come 
within twelve miles of the court. And in a parlia- 
ment held the next year, he, and two of his neareft 
relations, were adjudged guilty of high-treafon (23), 
which put an end to his power during that reign, 
though he recovered it after the King's death. But 
as this has nothing to do with the prefent article, we 
mail not purfue it any farther, as defiring only to 
fhew how the Archbifhop loft his credit and power, 
and how, in fome meafure, he afterwards recovered 
them. 

[G] About the circumftances of which, though Hifto- 
rians differ, yet the facl is certain .] The rife of this 
divorce was very early, for the Queen of Scotland, 
like her brother Henry VIII. was very apt to grow 
weary of the conjugal yoke ; and this humour, though 
refembling his own, that Monarch much difliked in 
her, which contributed to retard this affair for fome 
years. The firft ground of the quarrel between the 
Queen and the Earl, was upon their retiring out of 
Scotland, at the time the Duke of Albany became 
Regent, when her Majerty went to London ; and the 
Earl remained on the borders : That is, in the year 
1 5 18, when it feems he had an amour with one Mrs. 
Stewart, daughter to the Lord Traquair, by whom he 
had a daughter, who was afterwards married to Lord 
Ruthven ; of which the Queen having notice, fhe was 
much incenfed againft him ; though, for her own 
purpofes, me frequently aflifted him even afterwards 
with her intereft (24). However, coming at lafl to 
know, that the Earl's correfpondence with Mrs. 
Stewart, was earlier than her marriage, flie fuggefted 
8 


that there was a pre-contract between the Earl and 
this Lady, which rendered her marriage void (25). 
Upon this, a fuit was commenced, in the Coniiftorial 
Court of the Archbifhop of St. Andrews, who, after 
mature deliberation, and no doubt, upon due proofs, 
pronounced a judicial fentence of divorce, declaring 
the marriage to have been null from the beginning ; 
but by an exprefs claufe, the legitimacy of the daugh- 
ter the Queen had by the Earl was faved, becaufe 
born under a marriage de faclo, and contracted bona 
fide on the Queen's part. As foon after as this di- 
vorce could be confirmed by a Bull from Rome, the 
Queen-Dowager married Henry Stewart, brother to 
the Lord Evandale, who, on account of this mar- 
riage, was created Lord Methuen, the charter for 
erecting that barony being dated at Edinburgh the 
7th of July, 1528 (26). Hence it appears, that Mr. 
Hume was miftaken when he a (Verted, that the Queen 
did not prevail in her fuit before the Pope, becaufe 
what ihe alleged could not be. proved ; and that this 
increafed her fpite and hatred againft the Earl, and 
fet her to contrive by all the means fhe could, how to 
deftroy him (27) : For it is impoffible to conceive how 
the Queen could openly marry a third hufband in the 
lifetime of her fecond, if fhe had not obtained fuch 
a divorce. It is indeed true, that her brother, King 
Henry, was very much offended with her upon this 
account : But then this arofe from two caufes, the 
firft, That he held that fcandalous in a woman, which 
he thought tolerable in a man ; the fecond, That this 
lefTened the intereft of the Earl of Angus, to whom 
he always wifhed well, and who was both the moll 
proper, the moft fteady, and the moft ufeful friend he 
had in Scotland (28). 

[#J Which drew up oh him great odium,'] The 
clergy of Scotland at this time were all in the French 
intereft, and bitter enemies to England, becaufe they 
looked upon King Henry VIII. as a friend to the Re- 
formation (29). The Abbot of Aberbrothock', who 
governed at this time both his uncle the Archbifhop, 
and the King his m after, "was zealous for the religion 
and for the court of Rome, which induced him to aim 
at flopping the growth of the new opinions, as they 
were called, by a vigorous profecution. This was a 
thing to which neither his m after nor his uncle were 
inclined ; but his power was fo great, and he had fuch 
an afcendency over both, as enabled him to carry his 
defign into execution, with the afliftance however of 
many of the Bimops, who began to think that the 
Church was in the utmoft danger, and came therefore 
very readily into that method, which this cunning and 
ambitious man perfuaded them would effectually anfwer 
the end, and tear up Herefy by the roots, though it 
proved uneafy to the Archbifhop, fatal to the Kingj 
and in the end alfo, notwithstanding all his artifices, no 
lefs fatal to himfelf, as the reader in the next article 
will fee at large. The firft that was called in queftion 
was Mafter Patrick Hamilton, Abbot of Feme, a man 
nobly defcended (for he was nephew to the Earl of 
Arran by his father, and to the Duke of Albany by 
the mother), and not much above twenty- three years 
of age (30). This young gentleman had travelled in 
Germany, and falling into a familiarity with Martin 
Luther, Philip Melanchthon, Francis Lambard, and 
other learned men, was by them inftructed in the 
knowledge of true religion ; in the profeffion whereof 
he was fo zealous, that he was refolved to come back 
into his country, and to communicate the light he 
had received unto others. At his return, wherefo- 
ever he came, he fpared not to lay open the corrup- 
tions of the Roman Church, and to fhew the errors 
crept into the Chriftian religion, to all which many 
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lived, though probably, againft his inclination, for, as one of his fucceffors tells us, he 
was naturally indifferent enough about religious difputes (d). But as to effential points, 
and the promoting of piecy and learning, he fliewed a real concern, by founding the New- 
college in the univcrficy of St. Andrews, which he did not live to finifti, and to which, 
though he left the beft part of his eftate, yet after his death it was miiapplied, and did 
not come, as he intended, to that foundation (*). One of the laft ads of his life was the 
being preient at the baptifm of the young Prince, born at St. Andrews the very year in 
which he died (f). His nephew afted for feveral years as his co-adjutor, and had the 
whole management of affairs in his hands j but the King retained to the laft fo great 
an aftedtion for the Archbilhop, that he allowed him to difpofe of all his preferments, by 
which means, his relation, George Dury, obtained the rich abbey of Dumfcrhne, and 
one Mr. Hamilton of the houfe of Roplock became Abbot of Killwinning (g). Our Arch- 
bifhop deceaicd in 1539, and was interred in the cathedral church of St. nndrews before 
the high altar He enjoyed the Primacy of Scotland fixteen years, and his charafter 

is very differently reprefented, according to the difpofuions of thole who have mentioned 
him in their writings (/) [/]. 


gave ear, and a great following he had both for his 
learning and courteous behaviour to all forts of 
people. The Clergy difpleafed at this, under colour 
of conference, enticed him to the city of St. Andrews, 
and when he came thither appointed Frier Alexander 
Campbell to keep company with him, and to ufe the 
beft perfuafions he could to divert him from his opi- 
nions. Sundry conferences they had, wherein the 
Frier acknowledged that many things in the Church 
did need to be reformed, and applauding his judg- 
ment in moll of the points, his mind was rather con- 
firmed than in any fort weakened. Thus, having 
itaid fome few days in the city, whilft he fufpecled no 
violence to be ufed, in the night, he was apprehended, 
being in bed, and carried prifoner to the cattle. The 
next day he was prefented before the Bifhop, and 
accufed for maintaining the articles following, viz, 

I. That the corruption of fin remains in children 
after their baptifm. 

II. That no man by the power of his free will can 
do any good. 

III. That no man is without fin fo long as he liveth. 

IV. That every true ChrilHan may know himfelf 
to be in the ttate of grace. 

V. That a man is not juftified by works, but by 
faith only. 

VI. That good works make not a good man, but 
that a good man doeth good works, and that an ill 
man doeth ill works, yet the fame ill works truly re- 
pented make not an ill man. 

VII. That faith, hope, and charity, are fo linked 
together, that he who hath one of them hath all, and 
he that lacketh one lacketh all. 

VIII. That God is the caufe of fin in this fenfe, 
that he withdraweth his Grace from man, and Grace 
withdrawn he cannot but fin. 

IX. That it is a devililh doclrine to teach, that, by 
any aftual penance, remiffion of fin is purchafed. 

X. That auricular confefllon is not neceflary to fal- 
Tation. 

XI. That there is no purgatory. 

• XII. That the Holy Patriarchs were in Heaven be- 
fore Chrift's Paffion. 

XIII. That the Pope is Antichrift, and that every 
Prieft has as much power as the Pope. 

It being demanded of him what he thought of thefe 
articles, he anfwered, that in his judgment the firil 
feven points were undoubtedly true ; that the reft were 
difputable, but that he could not condemn them with- 
out hearing better arguments offered againft them, 
than any he had yet met with. Thefe proportions 
therefore were delivered to the Re&or of the univer- 
fity, and twelve other Divines, who, on the fee on d 
of March, 1527, delivered them back again to the 
Judges, with their certificate that they were heretical. 
Upon this judgment they founded their fentence, 
which was fubferibed by the two Archbifhops, three 
Bifhops, fix Abbots and Friers, and eight Divines. 
The very fame day he was transferred to the fecular 
Judge, and by his order burnt that very afternoon 
(31). He fuffered with great courage and conftancy, 
and his death was "fo fer from anfvvering the inten- 
tions of the Clergy, that it promoted the Reforma- 
tion exceedingly ; fo that in a very fhort fpace after- 
wards many publicly profeffed their opinion, that 


Patrick Hamilton fuffered unjuftly, though for faying 
fo one was burned (32). The Clergy, however, 
were for going on in the fame track, and for flopping 
the mouths of fuch as preached what they difliked, in 
the fame manner as they had done Hamilton's. The 
Archbilhop moved but heavily in thefe kind of pro- 
ceedings ; and there are two very remarkable flories 
recorded to have happened about this time, which 
very plainly fhew he was far enough from being natu- 
rally inclined to fuch feverities. It happened at one 
of their confultations, that fome who were moll ve- 
hement pre/Ted for going on with the proceedings in 
the Archbifhop's court, when one Mr. John Lindfey* 
a very merry man, and in great credit with the Arch- 
bifhop, delivered himfelf to this purpofe : If you bunt 
any more of them, faid he, take my advice, and burn 
them in cellars, for I dare affure you, that the fmoke of 
Mr. Patrick Hamilton has infecled all that it blew upon 
(33). The other was of a more ferious nature; one 
Alexander Seton, a black Frier, preached openly in 
the church of St. Andrews, that, according to St. 
Paul's defcription of Bifhops, there were no Eiihops 
in Scotland, which being reported to the Archbilhop, 
not in very precile terms, he fent for Mr. Seton, and 
reproved him fharply for having faid, according to 
his information, that a Bijhop who did not preach was 
but a dumb dog, who fed not the flock, but fed his own 
belly. Mr. Seton faid, that thole who had reported 
this were liars, upon which witnefles were produced, 
who teftified very pofitively to the fa&. Mr. Seton, 
by way of reply, delivered himfelf thus : * My Lord, 
' you have heard, and may coniider, what ears thefe 

* afTes have, who cannot difcern between Paul, Ifaiah, 

* Zachariah, Malachi, and Frier Alexander Seton. 

* In truth, my Lord, I did preach that Paul faith, it 

* behoveth a bifhop to be a teacher. Ifaiah faith, that 

* they that feed not the flock arc dumb dogs ; and the 

* Prophet Zechariah faith, that they are idle Pallors. 
' Of my own head I affirmed nothing, but declared 
1 what the Spirit of God before pronounced ; at 
1 whom, my Lord, if you be not offended, you can- 

* not juftly be offended with me.' How much foever 
the Bifhop might be incenfed, he difmifled Frier 
Seton without hurt, who foon afterwards fled out of 
the kingdom (34). It does not appear, that from 
this time forward the Archbilhop afted much in thefe 
meafures himfelf, but chofe rather to grant commif- 
fions to others that were inclined to proceed againft 
fuch as preached the doctrines of the Reformation, a 
conduct which feems very fully to jufiify the remark 
of Archbifhop Spotfwood upon our Prelate's behavi- 
our. Seventeen years, fays he, he lived Bijhop of this 
See, and was herein mojl unfortunate, that under the 
Jhadow of his authority tnany good men were put to death 
for the caufe of religion, though he himfelf was neither 
violently fet, nor much folicitcus (as it was thought ) 
how matters went in the Church (35). 

[/] Who have mentioned him in their writings.] It 
may be eafily conceived, that a perfon fo many years 
in fo high a ftation, and in fuch factious times, mutt 
have provoked many, and yet we do not find that even 
thofe who were lcaft his friends could lay much to his 
charge. Mr. Hume, who difliked all that were no 
friends to the family of Douglas, does not for all that 
bear very hard upon the Archbilhop. Except in the 
bufinefs of the riot at Edinburgh, of which we have 
given an account before, and in fpeaking of the Ear! 
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of Angus attacking the caftle of St. Andrews, and 
pillaging it, he adds, He could not apprehend ibe Fox 
himfelf, who fled from hole to hole, and lurkM fee ret ly 
amongjl his friends (36). The famous George Bucha- 
nan, who was obliged to fly for Herefy a little after 
Mr. riamilton was burnt, has no where fpoken with 
heat or vehemence of the Archbifhop : on the con- 
trary, he ftiles him a very prudent man ; and fpeak- 
ing of the violence with which the Earl of Angus 
perfecuted his enemies, he adds (37), Neither did the 
Douglafles exercife their revenge and hatred lefs fiercely 
upon James Beton, for they led their forces to St. An- 
drews, fazed upon, pillaged, and ruined his caftle, be- 
taufe they counted him the author of all the projects the 
Earl of Lenox had undertaken ; but he himjelf went 
about in various difguifes, becaafe none durft receive him 
openly, and fo efcaped. The famous John Knox, who 
was no friend to Eifhops, mentions him frequently, 
•and gives him this character : ' He was more careful 

* of the world than to preach Chrift, or yet to ad- 
f vance any religion but for the fafliion only, and, as 

* he fought the world, it fled him not ; for it was 

* well known, that at once he was Archbifhop of St. 
1 Andrews, Abbot of Dunfermling, Aberbrothe, 
' Kylwinning, and Chancellor of Scotland (38).' 
Yet "he fays nothing of him elfe where particularly, 
except it be infinuating that he had a leprofy (^9), of 
which there is not a word mentioned by any other 
writer. Archbifhop Spotfwood's character of him has 
been before given ; but in another place he mentions 
fome circumftances relating to the Archbifliop's beha- 
viour, which ought not to be omitted. * The Arch- 
1 bifhop, James Beaton, fays he, committed the 

* charge of all Church-affairs to his nephew the Car- 
4 dinal (who fucceeded in his place), for he was aged 

* and fickly himfelf, and not feen often abroad. In 
4 his laft days he began to erett the New college in 

* St. Andrews, and fet men at work to build the 
4 fame : But neither lived he to finifli the work, nor 
1 was the money he left in ltore to that ufe rightly 

* bellowed. Some contefting, fome few years before, 

* he and the Clergy had with the King, becaufe of 

* the impofnion laid upon the Prelates for the enter- 

* tainment of the Senators of the College of Juftice, 
c fo that the matter was drawn by an appeal to Rome, 

* and Gawen Dunbar, Bifhop of Aberdeen, ap- 

* pointed to profecute the fame. But this ceafed 

* upon an accord made, which was, that the Senate 

* fhould con fill: of fourteen Ordinaries, with the Re- 

* fident, feven of the Spirituality, and as many, of 

* the Temporality, the Prefident always being of the 

* fpiritual eftate, and a Prelate conftitute in dignity. 

* According to this appointment a Ratification palled 

* in Parliament, anno 1537, and the Abbot of Cam- 

* bufkenneth was elecled Prefident of the new Senate 

* in the year 1539 (40).' But, as might be well ex- 
pected, Dr. John Lefley, Bifhop of Rofs, gives our 
Archbifhop the highefl character in his hiftory ; where, 
fpeaking of his death, he fays, That after having 
long, with great reputation, enjoyed the highelt 
oflices in the State, the Archbifhop, in a very ad- 
vanced age, paid his laft debt to nature, and was ho- 
nourably ' interred in the cathedral of St. Andrews: 
That while he was yet alive, he difpofed of all the 
benefices which he enjoyed, which the King did not 
oppofe, but fuffered thofe to whom he gave them 
freely to remain in pofleflion, that he might not feem 
to controvert the will of him dead, whofe opinion he 
had always followed while living : That he began to 
build the new college at St. Andrews, and left where- 
withal to have finifhed it in the moll beautiful manner, 
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if the money had not been (to fay no worfe) applied to 
other ufes than thofe of the college. But this charac- 
ter, as drawn by its author, has fomething in it fo 
elegant, that we cannot better clofe this life than by 
aiding the author's own words; which mull neceflarily 
fuffer by any tranflation. * Jacobus Betonius Archi- 
' epifcopus San&andreapolitanus, qui maximis reip. 
' honoribus, fummaque gloria, apud nos quam diu- 

* tiflime floruerat, astate jam grandio nature conce- 

* debat, ac in cede Santti Andreas tumulo honorific^ 
1 tegebatur. Hie Antilles quofdam, quos egregid 

* caros habuit, vivus conilituebat, ut in benehxio iibi 
' mortuo fuflicerentur. In Epifcopatum a u tern Sanc- 

* tandreapolitanum, ac in Abbatium Arbrothenfam, 
1 vir fumma, prudentia, et animi magnitudine 

* praeflans David Betonius Cardinalis, ejus ex fratre 

* nepos, in Abbatiam vero Dunfermlingenfem Geor- 

* gius Durius, in alia denique alii : quam illius vo- 
f luntatem Rex non impedivit, quo minus illi, quos 

* Archiepifcopus ante obitum conftituerat, beneficiis 

* libere fruerentur : ne cujus vivi mentem femper 
1 laudaverat, ejus mortui voluntatem malitiose vide- 

* retur recidifle. Hie Archiepifcopus praecipuam 
' illius Collegii, quod Novum Sanftandreapoli di- 

* citur, partem fuo fumptu excitavit, ac maximam 
e pecuniae vim, qua reliqua pars inchoata perpoli- 

* retur, teflato reliquit. Verum pecunia ilia in alios 

* ufus poltea tradufta, Collegio jus (ne quid acrius 
' dicam) perierat (41).* C. 

[Lin d fay of Pitfcottie, in his Hiftory of Scotland, 
has mentioned a few particulars concerning Arch- 
bifhop Beaton, which do not occur in the preceding 
article. When James the Fifth was about twelve 
years of age, our Prelate was chofen one of the Tu- 
tors and Governors to the King, in conjunction with 
the Earls of Angus, Argyle, and Lenox ; and thefe 
four were to difpofe of all preferments and benefices, 
and to remain always with his Majefly, in order to 
give him counfel in every thing pertaining to his own 
honour and the welfare of his country. But the Earl 
of Angus ibon a (Turned all power to himfelf, drove 
the rell, in a great meafure, from the Royal pre- 
fence, and managed the King and Court as he 
pleafed. Afterwards, in 1526, when James was de- 
firous of getting rid of Angus and his adherents, he 
fent for Archbifhop Beaton to aid him with his ad- 
vice for this purpofe. The Archbifhop counfelled 
his Majefty to apply to the Earl of Lenox, which 
being done, the Earl raifed his vaiTals, and, having 
otherwife received afli fiance, marched towards Edin- 
burgh. But being met, at Linlithgow, by the Earl 
of A ngus and his party, and a battle having enfued, 
the Earl of Lenox was there flain. Our Prelate, 
having joined in this expedition; was obliged to ab- 
fcond j and for fome time he kept fheep in Bogrion- 
new, 6 with ftiepherd's clothes upon him, fays Lind- 

* fay, like as he had been a fhepherd himfelf.' How- 
ever, he was foon after reconciled to the Douglafles, 
in confideration of his giving up certain tacks and 
tithes which belonged to him as Archbifhop of St. 
Andrews (42. ) 

Notwithstanding what is faid above iii the Arch- 
bifhop's favour, it feems that little can be alleged 
with regard to his excelling in that fanctity of cha- 
racter which becomes a governor of the Church. He 
appears to have been merely a man of the world. 
Neither can his conduct as a perfecutor admit of any 
juft palliation. For, though he might not be very 
active in his own perfon, it is evident, that, to the 
end of his life, he readily granted commiflions to all 
who were defirous of persecuting the Reformed.] K. 


BEATON, BETON, or rather B E T H U N E (David), Archbifhop 
of St, Andrews, Primate of Scotland, and Cardinal of the Roman Church. He was 
nephew to the Archbifhop his predeceflTor, being the fon of his elder brother John Beaton* 
or Bethune, of Balfour, by I label his wife, daughter of David Moniepenny, of Pitmilly, 
in the county of Fife (a). He was born fome time in 1494, and had all imaginable 
care taken of his education while at home, where having pa fled through the ordinary 
difcipline of the fchools, and of the univerfity of St. Andrews, he began to difcover a 
pregnancy of wit, and an application to learning, which gave his relations great hopes of 
his becoming a confiderable perfon (b). His uncle therefore being very defirous to com- 
plete his education, fent him over to France, where, in the univerfity of Paris, he per- 
fected himfelf in the Civil and Canon Laws, and applied diligently likewife to Divinity, 
in order to qualify himfelf for the fervice of the Church j and as foon as he attained to a 
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(c) Dempft. proper age, entered into holy orders (c). His long ftay in France was no way prejii- 
K^w ** dicial to his preferment « for it gave him an opportunity )f entering very early into the 
sir'Dividki'nd- favour and fervice of John Duke of Albany, whom the States ot Scotland had made 
£ y o»1* e T«. Regent, during the minority of King James V., by whom he was employed in fcveral 
ge «i y of cardinal affa j rs 0 f confequence, in which he difcharged his duty with fuch diligence and capacity, 
that upon the death of Secretary Pantar, he was appointed in his place, Refident at the 
Court of France, in the year 1519 (d). About the fame time his uncle, then Archbifhop (VC™«f> 
of Glafeow, bellowed upon him the redtory of Campfay, though he was only in Deacon s greatCfficers 
orders, as appears plainly by the Aft of Prefentation, in which he is ftiled barely Clerk 
of the diocele of St. Andrews, To that he was beneficed in the Church, and a Minifter ot 
ft ) spo,r«ood- s State at the age of twenty-five (*). In the year 1523, his uncle being now Arch bi (hop ot 
Hi*, of .the St Andrews, Primate of Scotland, and Commendator ot Arbroath, relolved to relign 
SUTSrS the abbacy in favour of his nephew ; and for that end he prevailed with the Regent 
Duke of Albany, to write in the mod prelTing manner, both in the young King's name 
and his own, to Pope Adrian VI , to expede and difpatch the Bulls of his inveftiture, and 
withal, requefting his Holinefs, that, by the plenitude of his apoftolic power, he 
would be pleafed to difpenie with Mr. Bethune's taking on him, what they call the Habit, 
tfjEpiih'iBRe- for the fpace of two years, which the Pope, to gratify the King, granted (f) [A]. Theie 
u m p S yt-uz. two years Mr. Bethune continued in France, and upon his return in 1525, we find him 
taking his place and feat in Parliament, as Abbot of Arbroath (g). Almoft all the writers 
of the Hiftory of Scotland, and even fuch as have undertaken to give us the particular 
memoirs of this great man, have reprefented him, as falling fomeway under a cloud after 
this time, through the great power of the Earl of Angus, into which they were led, by 
confidering that nobleman's bitter hatred againlt his uncle the Archbifhop of St. An- 
rijMadtemie's drews (/->). But how probable foever this might make it appear, yet the fact, beyond all 
v7.x™%. queftion, is far from being true •, fince it appears from the very Ad of Parliament, 
GreT/officers wn,ch conftitutes the Earl of Angus one of the Regents, that the following perlons were 
o/crownan" appointed to attend upon, and to remain in the fervice and company of the King, viz. 
s.ateinscot- the Bifhop of Orkney, the Earl of Morton, the Abbot of Holy-Rood-Houle, the Lord 


(g) Recrrisof 
Parliament. • 



fh/su^eJeT verv ni g h P r0 °f of his eminent abilities (k). It does not appear, that in any of the fub- 
to Dempfter-. fcquent changes of government, he was ever obliged to leave the perfon of his Royal m after, 
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\_A ] Which the Pope, to gratify the King granted, ] 
The Duke of Albany, while Regent of Scotland, had 
as many cares and difficulties to ltruggle with, as any 
Prince that ever was intrufted with the management 
of the public affairs of a kingdom (i). His father 
had been banifhed into France, where he was born ; 
and it does not appear that he had intermeddled with 
the concerns of Scotland, or had any great intercourfe 
with the Nobility, before he was called upon by them 
to take upen him that high office, which he is allowed 
to have executed with^reat diligence and capacity (2). 
He depended very much upon the French King 
Francis I., and promoted, as far as in him lay, the 
intereft of that monarch in Scotland, which was the 
only objection that was ever made, even by his greateft 
enemies, againft his adminiftration. The oppofite 
party were Supported by, and acted wholly in favour 
of, King Henry VIII. of England, uncle to their 
King James V., and who profefled much tendernefs 
and regard for his nephew. Thus the Nobility of 
Scotland were almoft wholly divided into two fac- 
tions (3) ; the French^ at the head of which was the 
Regent, with whom fided almoft all the Clergy, and 
the greateft part of the common people ; and the 
Englijh, of whom the principal perfon was the Earl of 
Angus, and to him many of the active nobility were 
inclined. The former of thefe factions charged the 
latter, with having little refpect for their King, and 
ftill lefs for their country, promoting their private 
intercft by procuring penfions from King Henry, and 
implicitly obeying his commands to obtain them. 
On the other hand, the latter charged the former 
with being the abfolute creatures of a foreign power, 
enemies without any caufe to the Englifti nation, and 
ready to involve the King, though in his minority, 
in a very unequal as well as unnatural war againft his 
uncle, purely to gratify France. It muft be allowed, 
that the greateft p*rt of both thefe charges was true ; 
and coniequently it muft be owned, that there were 
many felfilh Statefmen on both fides, and but very 
few patriots on either (4). I thought this explanation 


of the ftate of affairs in Scotland, at the time of this 
great man's entering upon bufinefs, neceiTary, to 
give the reader a juft notion of his future conduct ; 
for by this the reader fees, that he was brought up in, 
and brought in by, the French faction, in the fervice 
of which he acted from his firft fetting out, and for 
which at length he facriiiced his life. r Fhe procuring 
him this rich Abbacy was one of the laft acts of the 
Regent, as it was one of the firft of his uncle's after 
his coming to the See of St. Andrews. The letter 
written for the King to Pope Adrian VI., is con- 
ceived in the ftrongeft terms poffiblc, and therein the 
higheft character is given of Abbot Bethune, who is 
faid to have given fuch proof of his capacity and pro- 
bity in the ferviccs rendered to the Regent, during 
the time of his rcfidence in France, and management 
of affairs there, as made him truly worthy of the 
King's favour and liberality ; and therefore out of 
refpect to the man's merit, the King moft eameftly 
defires his Holinefs would yield to his requeft (5). 
The Archbiftiop, likewife, in his letter prefles the 
matter very warmly, and recommends his nephew 
very ftrongly to his Holinefs's favour, both iu this 
and in other refpeds. In the firft letter he is ftiled 
Prothonotary of the diocefe of St. Andrews, and the 
King's Counfellor and domeftic fervant ; and in the 
Archbifhop's letter, he is called Chancellor of the 
Church of Glafgow. It feems the Duke-Regent was 
very defirous of having this young man provided for, 
as being both his own pupil and the King's favourite, 
and the perfon already fixed upon to have the princi- 
pal management of the affairs of Scotland, at the 
courts of France and Rome (6), which he looked (6) This aprean 
upon as of much confequence to himielf, though in fro,n l !? ofe Lct * 
reality it did him little or no fervice, as he never 
returned to Scotland afterwards, but continued in 
France ; where he received marks of favour from the 
King, and the higheft proofs of gratitude from our 
Abbot, who always confidered him as his patron, and 
the author of all his fortunes (7). 
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with whom he grew into fuch a high degree of favour, that in 1528, on the refignation 
of Bilhop Crichton of Dunkeld, \c was promoted to the dignity of Lord Privy Seal (/). 
In this capacity he a flirted the King with his counfels, and was looked upon to be the offi^rs/p^s. 
perfon in whom the King confided moft. And there is good reafon to believe, that 
it was by his perfuafion the King inftituted a College of Jultice in 1530, after the man- 
ner that Philip IV. of France had eftablifhed a court of the like kind (w). He was (m) ptam- 
alfo intruded, in the year 1533, with a very important commiflion, which obliged him s^Zll]ti^ 7 . 
to return to France, in conjunction with Sir Thomas Erfkine, with directions to give the Su^iementw 
Moft Chriftian King, the ftrongeft afiurance of their mailer's, King James's refolution, DempAer ' 
to adhere fteadily to the alliance concluded between the two crowns at Rochelle, and to 
demand in marriage for him the Princefs Magdalen, daughter to the French King, which 
marriage however did not then take effeft, becaufe the Princefs was at that time in a very 
bad ftate of health (kj. The Abbot of Arbroath was like wile intruded with fome other (n) Buchan. , 
fecret commiflion at the French Court, where he continued for lbme time, and gave his *"'J^ Hlft ' 
mailer fuch intelligence from thence, as enabled him to fee u re his peace with his uncle, Drtimmond'a 
at the fame time that he was complimented and carefied in the moft extraordinary manner, ES^^ 0 £°^ 
Supplement b y t h e Emperor and the Pone, both violent enemies to King Henry (0) \B], It was ThcComiDiffion 
during the time he was thus employed at the rrench court, that our Abbot laid the <KUe*tinMate<E 
foundation of all his ereatnefs, entering fo deeply into the good graces of King Francis I., J*** m J lnl 
that he granted him many, and thofe too very Angular, favours ; from whence it has Fcbmam 
been conjectured, that he was now admitted into the whole ffftem of the French Poli- 
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[B] Both violent enemies to King Henry,] The bold 
ftep taken by King Henry VIII., in marrying Anne 
BuUe'n, alarmed all Europe, particularly the Empe- 
ror Charles V., and the Pope (8). They were both 
great Politicians, and therefore we need not wonder 
at their both thinking at once of the fame expedient 
for diftrefling King Henry ; which was to excite the 
King of Scots to take up arms againfl: him, and attack 
his dominions on one fide, while they were preparing 
feveral Princes on their fide the fea to attack him on 
the other. It was with this view that the Emperor, 
in 1534, fent Goddefcallo Errico, a Sicilian, round 
by Ireland into Scotland, to renew the antient trea- 
ties between the Emperor and King James, to carry 
him the order of the Golden Fleece, and to offer him 
his choice of three Ladies for a wife (9), viz,. Mary 
the Emperor's filter, widow of Lewis King of Hun- 
gary ; Mary, Infanta of Portugal, his niece, by his 
filler Eleanora ; and his other niece, Mary of Eng- 
land, daughter of King Henry VIII., by Queen Ca- 
therine, the Emperor's filler alfo. But the real and 
great delign of his negotiation was to prefs the three 
following points, viz,. To engage King James to 
efpoufe the caufe of the Emperor againit King Henry, 
to irritate him againfl thofe that were called Here- 
tics, and to engage him to a flirt in the fcheme then 
on foot, of calling a general council to fupport the 
caufe of the Pope againit the King of England. As 
this embalTy did great honour to the King of Scots, 
he treated the Ambaffador with all the marks of re- 
fpecl poflible ; and in regard to what he propofed, he 
teftified the utmoft efteem for the three Ladies, but 
mere efpecially for Mary of England ; and yet fug- 
gelled, that the Emperor had another niece, Ifabella, 
daughter to the King of Denmark, more fuitable in 
age and temper to become his conibrt. At the fame 
time, he offered to aft as a mediator between the Em- 
peror and the King of England his uncle ; allured 
him of his great zeal for the Catholic religion, and 
prom i fed to fend his Clergy to the general council, in 
cafe that council fhould difcover a truly Chriltian fpi- 
rit for reforming abufes in the Church (10). In the 
mean time, King Henry VIII. perfilting in his refo- 
lution of throwing off the yoke of papal tyranny, had 
caufed Dr. Filher, Bifhop of Rocheiler, to be tried, 
condemned, and put to death, for denying his fupre- 
macy (11). This induced Pope Paul III. to fend to 
the King of Scotland John Antonio Compeggio. 
This Legate finding King James at Faulkland, the 
22d of February 1535, therewith many ceremonies 
and apcftolical benedictions, delivereth him a cap and 
a fword confecrated the night of the nativity of our 
Saviour (iz), 1 which the fame of his valour, and 
4 many Qhriftian virtues, had moved his mailer to re- 

* numerate him with. Alfo (faith the original) , that 

* it might breed a terror in the heart of a wicked 
' neighbouring Prince, againit whom the fword was 

* marpened.' The Pope's letter, which accompanied 
this prefent, was conceived in a very fubmiflive itile 
towards the King, though full of fharp and indecent 


expreflions againit his uncle ; alleging, that King 
Henry 4 was a defpifer, a fcorner, one who fet at 
6 naught the cenfures of the Church, an Heretic; 
4 Schifmatic, a fhameful and fliamelcfs adulterer, a 
4 public and profeffed homicide, murderer, a facri- 
4 legions perfon, a Church-robber, a rebel, guilty of 

* lefe Majefty divine, outrageous, many and innu- 
4 merable ways a felon, criminal by all laws, there - 
4 fore jurtly to be turned out of his throne ; praying 
4 the King of Scotland, for the defence of the 
4 Church, would undertake fomething worthy a 
r Chriltian King, and that he would endeavour to" 

* fup prefs Here fy, and defend the Catholic Faith 
4 from thofe againit whom the jultice of Almighty 
4 God and judgments were now prepared, and ready 

* to be denounced.' The Kin^ of Scots entertained 
this miniiter very kindly, and gave him very good 
words, but without pronrfing any thing more than 
to ufe his utmoft endeavours with his uncle to recon- 
cile himfelf again to the Church, and in the mean 
time to ufe his power to abolifh and extinguifh Herefy 
in his own dominions (1 3). The Abbot of Ar- 
broath, then in France, and in the higher! credit 
with the King, who was a firm friend and Heady ally 
to Henry VIII., took care to advife his matter, that 
this was all artifice, and that the Emperor and the 
Pope aimed only at making him fubfervient to their 
views, and a thorn in the fide of his uncle (14.). This 
induced King James to fend back the Ambaffadors as 
they came, with much fhew of friendfhip, fair pro- 
mifes, and nothing elfe. But as he was fenfible that 
King Henry could not fail of hearing of both thefe 
embaflies, and of doubting their confequences, he 
immediately, after the departure of the Legate, dif- 
patched Lord Erefkine to London, to give his uncle 
a fair account of what had paffed, and to give him 
likewife the ftrongell aflurances of his living with 
him, not only in the molt peaceable, but the moil 
friendly manner poflible (15). This gave his Majefty 
fuch fatisfaclion, that he immediately fent his nephew 
the order of the Garter, and alfo difpatched Lord 
William Howard as his Ambaffador into Scotland, 
who, finding the King at Stirling, propofed a meet- 
ing between him and his uncle at York, promiling, 
that if he would condefcend to this, and a few other 
points there to be mentioned, the King would give 
him his own daughter Mary, create him Duke of 
York, and Lord Lieutenant-General of the king- 
dom. But the Council expreffing fome diflike to that 
match, as the Lady Mary was but a child, and the 
King the lait heir male of his family ; and at the 
fame time doubting, whether it would be altogether 
fafe for him to proceed fo far as York, Lord William 
Howard took upon him to chide, brow-beat, and 
even threaten the Lords with his mailer's dlfpleafure. 
This rude behaviour proved fatal to both nations : it 
gave King James an ill opinion of the interview, and 
Lord William, on his return to London, infufed into 
King Henry fuch bad impreflions of his nephew, as 
could never afterward be effaced (16). 
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tics, and engaged to keep his mafler clofe up to the fame plan, V^^m^£ 
no wonder the French monarch fhouid, by virtue of his prerogative, grant Y urn all he 
privileges of a native of France, and afterwards confer upon him a bifco^ favours 
not frequently bellowed on (hangers, and never by fo wife -a Prince as Francis!., without 
juft caufe (p) [C]. To fay the truth, thefe were not fo much encouragements as rewards • 
for the Emperor having invaded France in 1536, King James refolved to go wi th the 
flower of his nobility to his affiftance ; and knowing that this would 
much oppofition, he kept his defign fo clofe a fecret, that though he was twice forted ^back 
by contrary winds into his own ports, yet he embarked a third time, and arrived fafcly at 
Dieppe in Normandy, before his defign was fufpeded either at home or in England ( q) 
He went immediately to vifit the Lady Mary of Bourbon, daughter to the D " k 5 pn d «[ 
Vendofme, to whom the French writers fay he was already contracted. He did not deiire 
that this lady fliould know him on his firft arrival v but it feems Ihe was advifed by letters 
from the Abbot of Arbroath, of the King's intention, and of the means by which Ihe 
might difcover him, as Ihe did at firft fight. But it appears his Majefty was not fo well 
pleafed with her as (he cxpeftcd, and therefore continued his journey towards the Jrrcnch 
camp, but was met upon the road by the Dauphin, who conduced him to Pans, where 
he had all the honours paid him that he could defire, and what he feemed to wilh molt, 
the Princefs Magdalen, for whom he had fent two embaffies in vain, was given to him in 
pcrfon, whom with great pomp he efpoufed on the firft of January 1537 (r). The 
Abbot of Arbroath returned with the King and Queen to Scotland, where they landed 
on the twenty-ninth of May but before the rejoicings were well over for her arrival, the 
Court was thrown into the deepeft mourning for her death, which happened in the month 
of July following (s). It was not long after this, that our Abbot, in conjunftion with 
one Maxwell, was fent over again to Paris, to negociate a fecond marriage for the King, 
with the Lady Mary, daughter to the Duke of Guife, and the widow of the Duke de 
Longueville, in which fome time was fpent ; and it was during his flay at this time in the 
kingdom of France, that he was conlecrated Biftiop of Mirepoix, which was to make 
way for that higher dignity that was perhaps already intended him(/). All things 
being at length fettled, in the month of June 1538, he embarked with the new Queen 
for Scotland, where after great hazard of being taken by the Enghfh, they fafely arrived, 
and, in the month of July, their nuptials were celebrated at St. Andrews («). Our 
Bifhop had now all the power and authority of the Archbiihop, though he was no more 
in title than Coadjutor of St. Andrews ; but this being thought inefficient for the ends 
which he had undertaken to promote, he was, by Pope PaulIIL, raifed to the dignity of Car- 
dinal, by the title of St. Stephen in Monte C<elio, on the 20th of December 1538 (w) [D]. 
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[C] By fo wife a Prince as Francis I., without juft 
taufe. ] The Kings of France, fo long as Scotland re- 
mained an independent kingdom, affected to live 
upon very good terms with its Monarchs ; and indeed 
it was their intereft fo to do, becaufe it afforded them 
an opportunity of creating powerful diverfions when- 
ever they were attacked by the Englilh. The defire, 
rherefore, of gaining tojiis intereft a perfon who was 
known to have the ear of his mafler, was very natu- 
ral to fuch a Prince as Francis the Firft, who had 
great defigns, and undcrftood perfectly well how to 
make a fit choice of fuch inftruments as were necef- 
fary to be employed in the execution of them (17). 
It was with this view that he always care/fed Dr. Bea- 
ton extremely, and perceiving that he was fond of 
being confidered as defcended of a French family, he 
laid hold of that circumftance to bring him over 
wholly to his intereft ; and therefore in November 
1537, he made him a grant, by which he was allowed 
to hold benefices, and acquire lands, as a native of 
France. In the fame year he bellowed upon him the 
Bifhopric of Mirepoix, a city in the county of Foix 
in Upper Languedoc, fuffragan to the Archbiihop of 
Touloufe ( 18), a very confidcrable preferment in 
every refpect, the revenue being no lefs than 10,000 
livres per ann. which at that time of day was a large 
fum, and enabled the Bilhop to make a great figure 
(19). Neither was this all ; for we find that on the 
30th of June 1539, he had a new grant made him in 
confideration of fervices already done, and which he 
might afterwards do his Majelty, allowing him all 
the privileges of a native of France, and permitting 
his heirs to fucceed to his eftate in France, notwith- 
flanding they might be born and live within the king- 
dom of Scotland, and this without their having any 
particular letter or act of naturalization for that pur- 
pofe. This grant, which was made after he was 
Cardinal, and which recites the grant formerly made 
him in 1537, Ml remains in his family, and there 
is an authentic copy of it preferved in the Advocate's 
library at Edinburgh (20). 1 have mentioned all 


thefe favours from the French King in one note, 
though granted at different times, that we might not 
be obliged to repeat matters relating to the fame fub- 
ject. There is a tradition in the Cardinal's family, 
that he obtained all thefe extraordinary marks of 
efteem and confidence, in virtue of his pcrfonal inte- 
reft with King Francis I. (21) ; but I conceive that 
they were bellowed upon him rather from political 
motives, and, as the grant exprefTes, for fervices 
done, and to be done, for the crown of France ; and 
this I am the rather inclined to believe, becaufe he 
received none of them till after King James's voyage 
to France, and his marriage with Queen Magdalen, 
nor indeed till after her death, when the French Kirfg 
flood more in need of his fervices in Scotland. As to 
his being made Cardinal, which all our Hiftorians at- 
tribute alfo to the intereft of the French Monarch, I 
muft confefs I doubt of the fact ; not that I believe 
he might not have obtained that King's recommenda- 
tion had it been neccflary ; but becaufe I apprehend 
there were other and more powerful motives which in- 
duced the court of Rome to grant him that and other 
favours, as will be more fully Ihewn in the fucceed- 
ing note ; wherein I hope I have fet the true caufes 
of his being promoted to that dignity in their proper 
light. 

[D] By the title of St. Stephen in Monte Carlio, De- 
cember 20, 1538.] It is very ftrange that none of the 
authors of the Hiftory of Scotland Ihould have given 
themfelves the trouble to enquire into the caufes of 
our Prelate's being raifed to the rank of a Cardinal, 
which was certainly a thing extraordinary enough to 
merit their attention, fince, as far as I could ever 
learn, they had of their nation but one Cardinal be- 
fore (22). I the rather wonder at this, and at the 
afcribing his promotion to the influence of the King 
of France, becaufe I think it may be cafily proved 
that the crown of Scotland had at that time credit 
enough at Rome to procure him this promotion. 
There was nothing the Pope fo much aimed at, as 
attaching the Clergy both of England and Scotland 

ftiictiy 


(21) Supplement 
to Sp _ tl wood. 


(22) Buchanan, 
Drummonl, 
Spotfwood, 
Crawfurd, 
Mackenzie, &c 0 


BEATON. 


4i 


In the February following, Queen Mary was folemnly crowned, with great fplendour and 

magnificence, in the abbey church of Holy- Rood - Hou fe. It was not long after this, that the 

Cardinal ran a great hazard of being turned out of his mailer's favour for his uncle King 

Henry VIII. , having good intelligence of the dcfign upon which he was made Cardinal, 

fent about this time a very able Minifter of his to King James, with particular inftruftiorts 

to procure the Cardinal's difgrace, in order to which the King had contrived a very deep £ a ^" a s /, r er ., 

and fubtle fcheme, which however had not the fucccfs that he expected (x) [£]. A few Account of this 

therefore is the bed: authority with regard to the tem- 
per and fentiments of the man ; and from hence it 
very clearly appears, that though he thought he might 
claim the affiftance of the French King's minifter at 
Rome as a friend, yet it was not upon that, but chiefly 
upon the Hate of a flairs in Scotland, his own fervices, 
and the King's influence, that he relied. It is to be 
ohferved, that the point he labours about the Legate- 
ihip in this letter, was no more than this, that he 
might have a fpecial faculty for the execution ©f that 
office as Archbifhop Form an had, and not truft barely 
to the Legantine authority annexed to the See of St. 
Andrews. It feems the court of Rome was a little 
ftiffin this point, and did not come into it fo readily 
as the Cardinal expected, which obliged him to write 
in the manner he did to his Agent, and the reafon of 
this ltiffnefs may very eafily be guefled at. The Pope 
was liberal of his favours while he was only Coadjutor 
of St. Andrews, becaufe he thought them neceflary 
to give him weight in Scotland, and to enable him td 
do the bufinefs of the Papacy ; but now he was be- 
come Archbifhop, Primate, and Leg at us natus* he* 
thought he had power enough, and what the Cardi- 
nal aims at in his letter, is to fliew that this was af 
miftake, and that the additional power he wanted did 
not arife from his own ambition, but was really re- 
quifite to enable him to do what the Pope expected* 
from him ; and that this was the opinion of the 
Clergy in Scotland, and the deft re of the King him 
felf. He therefore inftructs his Agent to infill upon 
the granting him this faculty; as a thing not of grace 
but of right, as it was for the good of the Church, 
and no more than one of his prcdeceflbrs had obtained, 
and obtained upon the fame reafons from which he 
expected it mould be granted to him. Befides this 
letter, we have another exprefs authority to prove 
that he obtained his promotion to the rank of Cardi- 
nal not by the mediation of the King of France, but 
from the immediate good will and pleafure of Paul 
III., which is that of Bilhop Lefley (24), whofe au- f£$ De Re' 
thority is good as an Hiftorian, but is more particu- Cert. Scot. Lift 
larly of weight in this cafe, becaufe he had a better MF- P* 447 • 
opportunity of knowing things of this nature, as being 
intimately acquainted with the politics of the court" 
of Rome, as well as with the ftate of affairs in Scot- 
land at that time. This point I have taken fo much 
pains about, fets the character of our Prelate in its' 
true and proper light, and fliews him to have been a 
man of fuch parts and penetration, as to have raifed 
himfelf to the higheft dignities, of which his pro fe (Hon 
Was capable, not by the little arts of fawning and" 
flattering, which it does not appear he ever ufed, but 
by his doing fuch real fervices as commanded thofe* 
rewards he received, and which therefore he regarded" 
not in the light of favours beftowed, but of prefer- 
ments acquired by his merit and abilities. How far 
this was right, or how ftrong evidences thefe may be 
of the hanghtinefs of his fpirit, and of that boundlefs* 
ambition with which many writers charge him, muft 
be left with the reader to determine : all I aim at is, 
to fhew him as he was, and to draw his character nei- 
ther better nor worfe than as facts direct. There are 
men who rife by little arts, by low fub millions, and 
by a dirty kind of cunning ; and there are others 
who arrive at the higheft preferment by a more direct* 
road, which is always the mark of a fuperior genius ; 
and of this kind that age produced various inftances, 
fuch as Cardinal Wolfey, and his fucceffor Thomas 
Lord Cromwell, men as proud and as ambitious as our 
Cardinal, and men, who, like him, forced their 
pafTages to the higheft pitch of grandeur, by the fer- 
vices they rendered to thofe from whom their ho- 
nours were received. 

[£] Which however had not the fuccefs he cxpetled. } 
By the publication of Sir Ralph Sadler's original In- 
ftructions and Letters, we are let entirely into the fe* 
cret of this negociation, the main point of which was^ 
to procure the Cardinal's difgrace. In order to this, 
M iLing 


ftrictly to himfelf, and it was this that put him but a. 
very little before upon making Dr. Fifher, Bifhop of 
Rochcfter, a Cardinal. When England was loft, 
there was the more need to take care of Scotland, 
where the old Archbifhop of St. Andrews, of whom 
we fpoke in the former article, was equally unfit and 
uninclined to undertake fuch a perfecution of Here- 
tics as the Pope deli red ; and as for the Archbifhop 
of Glafgow, he was ftill lefs inclined to fuch warm 
xneafures than the Primate. It was neceflary, there- 
fore, to give the Popilh Church of Scotland another 
head, and this could be no way done but by raifing 
one of their Clergy to the rank of a Cardinal, and for 
this there was none fo fit as our Prelate. He was 
then Coadjutor of St. Andrews, and from his capa- 
city alone had acquired the entire management of the 
affairs of the Church ; was of all the Clergy the bell 
known to the court of Rome, and mo ft trufted by it. 
Befides all this, he had the entire confidence of the 
King his mafter, and therefore was of all others the 
£tteit for this dignity. But if it mould be objected, 
that thefe are conjectures only, I mail deft re the reader 
to confider the following paffage from a letter of the 
Cardinal to Mr. Andrew Oliphant, his Agent to the 
court of Rome, which will put the matter out of 
queftion, by mewing that he owed his promotion 
folely to the circumftances of affairs, and to the necef- 
„ % „ j, • fity the Pope was under of managing the King his 
ft Sad i e ' t mafter ( 23 ). S S S 

Letters, p. 17, * - r v f . • 1 • * _ — — 

1 g j I9# * We have received an inftrument of poffeflion of 

* our title, fub Stephana in Caelio monte y and we like- 

* wife have received our Bull of provifton thereto, fent 

* to us lately by Mr. James Salmond, and have re- 

* ceived all other letters and miftives ye make mention 

* of in your faid letters; As to the matter of Lega- 

* tion we defire, and that the King's grace defires to 

* be granted to us, we underftand perfectly your dili- 

* gence with the Pope's Holinefs, and the Cardinal 

* of Chihciis in that behalf 9 and how fome of our 

* own countrymen have done; and do, that they may 

* by their private informations and perfuafions for 

* their own particular weal and money, that they get 

* in thefe parts by particular commiffions, in conduc- 

* tionibus et locationihus in emphyteojttty and not having 

* any regard to the common weal of the King's grace, 

* his realm and fubjects, to flop and make impedi- 

* ments that the faid Legation be not granted to us. 

* And therefore in this matter, touching the faid Le- 

* gat ion, ye fnall have yourfelf fecret from all Scotf- 
' men, and labour therein, till by yourfelf and others' 
4 our friends, ~*visz* by the Cardinal of Chinciis, to 

* whom the King's grace and we write prefently, iri 

* that behalf of the whilk ye fhall receive the copy 

* cum pra-fentibus ; and alfo have written to Monfieuf 

* Lymoges Langtah, Am baft ad or there prefently, for 
4 the King of France, and likewife to Latinus de Ju~ 
4 z/jnalibus, our good friends, to do for the King's 

* grace effect uous defire in this matter to have the 

* faid Legation granted to us. And we allure you 

* the King's grace has this matter right high in head 
« and mind, for the common weal of his realm and 

* fubjects. And this, confidering the great parts, he 

* keeps to the fiege apoftolick and obedience thereof, 

* and maintenance of the Faith Catholick in this his 

* realm, now in this moft perilous time, that his 
4 Grace fhould not be denied of his juft and reafon - 

* able defires, whilks tend all utterly to the auctori- 

* zation of the holy fiege apoftolick, and obedience 

* of the Pope's Holinefs, as head of the Kirk Catho- 
« lick. And hereafter with the fir ft fhips his Grace 

* will write of new to the Pope's Holinefs hereupon, 

* that it may be underftood perfectly, that this Le- 
' gation is defired by his Grace fpecially, and not 
« principally, by us; therefore do diligently herein, 

* as we doubt not but ye will, as ye have begun, and 

* write refolutely to us hereupon in your firft writings.' 
Upon this letter we fhall make a few obfervations. 

It a} -pears to be entirely of a private nature, and 
Vol. II. 
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months after, the old Archbifhop dying, the Cardinal fucceeded in the Primacy, whereby 
he was inverted with as great or greater power, than ever any churchman had enjoyed in that 


(25) Sadler's 
Letter?, p. 
31—36. 


King Henry, In his inftruftions, direfts his Minifter 
to reprefent to King James V., that the Cardinal 
held a correfpondence with traitors, was endeavouring 
to render himfelf in a manner independent of his 
mafter, by the powers he laboured to procure from 
Rome, and was entirely devoted to that See ; in proof 
of which he was to produce a letter of the Cardinal's 
(cited in the former note), which if King James was 
much moved on the reading, he was to deliver, other- 
wife he was to pretend he had no commiffion to part 
with it. How well this was executed, appears clearly 
from Sir Ralph's own account of the matter, which 
is fo full, and fo fully mews the temper of both thefe 
Kings, and the true nature of this tranfaclion, that 
though it is of fome length, and penned in the rough 
ftile of thofe times, I am perfuaded the reader will 
be glad to fee it. We find it in a letter addrefTed to 
the King his mafter by Sir Ralph, which appears to 
have been written in the month of February 1540, 
and the paflage (25) runs thus : 

* The firft thing, quoth I, that I have to declare 

* unto your Grace, my Sovereign Lord and Mafter 

* the King's Majefty your uncle, requireth you to 

* keep it fecret, unlefs ye (hall determine and promife 

* to proceed thereupon, to the punifhment of thofe 

* perfons which fhall be detected according to your 

* laws ; and if your Grace fhall fo determine when 

* ye have heard the matter, then the King's Majefty, 

* your uncle, is content to leave the opening thereof 

* to your arbitry ; but otherwife, his Majefty would 

* be loath to feem author of any fuch thing, if your 

* Grace mould not weigh it, and take it in heart, as 

* he doth ; for be ye aflured, quoth I, whatfoever 

* toucheth your Grace, or your honour, his Majefty 

* weigheth it as his own. Here he feemed to be 

* very defirous to know the matter, and faid, I pray 
f you what is it ! for I affure you, whatfoever he be 

* that doth offend us, or our Laws, he Jhall well know 

* that we J} and not in anve to fee him punijhed. Sir, 

* quoth I, this is the matter : It fortuned Jate, that a 
c fubjeft of your's, being fervant as is reported to 

* your Cardinal here, was by the rage and tempeft of 

* the fea, driven a-land in the north parts of Eng- 

* land, and very like to have been drowned. Tea, 
€ quoth he, that was Brunftoun, he is now newly come 
' home. Yes, Sir, quoth I, the King's Majefty my 

* mafter had advertifed you of the matter afore this 

* time, but he refpited the fame until the return of 

* the man, becaufe your Grace fhould both be fure 

* of the parties, and be advertifed of the matter all 

* at once. This Brunftoun, quoth I, when he was 

* thus on land, by chance left certain private letters 

* and copies behind him. No, quoth he, the letters 

* were taken from him by the King mine uncle* s officers. 

* Indeed, Sir, quoth I, the letters were found by the 

* King my Mafter's officers, and fent up to his Ma- 

* jefty. Well, quoth he, is no force. Now and it 

* pleafe your Highnefs, as I patted by Bamburgh, I 

* met with John Horfley, Captain of the fame, who, 
r in communication, told me, that he had taken a 

* packet of letters from certain Scotifh men which 

* were driven a-land there by tempeft, and named 

* the faid Brunftoun to be one of them ; and there- 

* fore knowing the fame by that means, when the 

* King of Scots told me that the faid letters were 

* taken away from the faid Brunftoun, I would not 

* wade too far in the defence thereof, but thought to 

* pafs it over, and proceed to the matter as I did, 

* and fo faid unto his Grace, that when the letters 

* came unto your Majefty's hands, and that your 

* Grace had per u fed them, there appeared fuch 

* ftrange matter in them, that your Majefty could no 

* otherwife think, but that God had fent them to 

* your hands for the furety and commodity of his 

* Grace ; for, quoth I, it appeared unto the King's 
1 Majefty your uncle, by a letter fubferibed with 

* your Cardinal's own hand here, that under colour 

* to ferve your Grace, being his Sovereign Lord, he 

* laboureth to bring into his own hands, not only 

* the whole fpiritual jurisdiction of your realm, but 

* under colour of it alfo the temporal, taking for 

* cloak the Bifhop of Rome's ufurped power, which 

* may ferve him for a fword, if he be fufFercd to en- 

* joy the fame : So that the juft power and authority 


kingdom. 

given you by God, as to a King, mould thereby in 
few years be little or nothing at all. And, Sir, 
for a plain declaration of his intent herein, he 
fheweth himfelf to be a friend and fautor of your 
Grace's traitors, devifing how to com pafs himfelf 
by a crafty mean, under the colour of the Bifhop 
of Rome's power, to be their judge, to the intent 

* he might deliver them. Which traitors 1 pray you, 

* quoth he. Marry, Sir, quoth I, as I conceive by 

* the Cardinal's faid letters your Grace committed to 
f ward one Hutchenfon and one Harvy for their trea- 
f fons and offences committed again ft your Grace, 

* and to thefe your Cardinal, feemeth to be a great 
1 friend ; and as it fhall evidently appear to your 

* Grace by his letter, he devifeth to make himfelf 

* their Judge, to the intent he would deliver them, 
1 and all for that he would feem to be a good work- 

* man for his chief Captain the Bifhop of Rome, for 

* whofe fervice he is only meet, which meaneth no- 
' thing elfe than to ufnrp Princes powers, and to 

* diminifh the fame. And, quoth I, as this matter 
' may declare unto you, the crafty dealing of thofe 

* Prelates, fo by opening thereof your Grace may 

* well perceive that the King's Majefty your uncle 

* doth both love and truft you, and wifheth to God 
! that your Grace knew as well as he doth, to what 

* ruin thofe Prelates do labour to bring the ftate of 
c Kings, that they may be rulers of all, and keep 

* Princes in their own realms, as their Minifters and 
s Deputies ; or elfe by mo ft deteftable and impudent 

* boldnefs vindicate the depoiingof them, and mak- 

* ing of new at their pleasure. In the declaration 
( hereof I obferved well his countenance, and per- 

* ceived that he gave me an attentive ear, and fome- 

* while looked very fteadily on me, and with grave? 

* countenance ; fcmewhile he bit the lip, and 
' bowed his head. And when I had faid, and waited 
c what he would fay, he anfwered thefe words : Byt 

* my truth, quoth he, there are two laws, the Spiritual 
' Law and the Temporal. The cure of the one pertain- 

* eth to the Pope's Hoi i nefs, and the. fpirituality ; the 

* other to Kings, Princes, and the Temporality ; and,, 

* for my part, 1 truft I Jhall do my duty to God in the 
c dif charge of fuch things as pertain to the Temporal 

* power within my office and rule within this realm.. 

* But as for the Spiritual Law, in good faith we take 
1 no regard thereof, but commit that to the Pope's Holi- 

* nefs, and other ordinary Minifters of the Kirk within 

* our realm. Sir, quoth I, it may pleafe your Grace 

* to confider, that God hath called you to be a Kinc^ 

* and hath not only committed unto your charge, Vo 

* fee his Laws executed within your office and realm, 
1 as fupreme head thereof, but alfo hath put the 
4 fword into your hands for the punifhment and re- 

* formation of the tranfgrefi>ns of the fame. And 

* thinks your Grace, that if the Minifters of the Spi- 
1 ritual Laws within your realm, for that they know 

< your Grace taketh no regard thereof, fhall not do 

* their duty, fo that your people in their default fhall 

* perifh for lack of juftice, and run headlong in blind- 

* nefs and ignorance of God's word, for lack of doc- 

* trine and true preaching of the fame, by your Pie- 
' lates and Clergy of your realm, think you, quoth 
1 I, in that cafe, if your Grace do not your Kingly 

* office to redrefs the fame, and appoint every man to 

* ferve in his vocation, that ye fhall not yield a juft 
1 reckoning thereof unto God. Marry, quoth he, / 

truft God Jhall give me Grace to do my duty to him ; 
' and whatfoever he be in Scotland, that we may know 
c doth not his duty both in the execution of God's Laws 
€ above all, and alfo in the mini/ration of indifferent 
' juftice to our Lieges: By God, quoth he, if we may 

* know him, we Jhall not lett to punifh him, be he Spi- 
ritual or Temporal, in fuch ways as appertains, ana 

« that (ye Jhall trow me) they know all full welh 

* But by my troth, quoth he, I thank God Scotland was 
c never in better love and obedience to no King of the 

< fame than they are unto me ; and, I dare fay, that 

* there is no man in Scotland, either high nor low, but 
1 will do willingly and gladly wbatjbever is my wih 

* and commandment. For, quoth he, they do both love 
c and dread me. And for this matter which the King 
c mine uncle hath advertifed me of, touching this Cardi- 
1 nal, ye Jhall well know, that if he hath, or Jhall it* 

2 1 any 
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kingdom. And it was very foon after his promotion to the archbifhopric, that he dis- 
covered himfelf to be of a moft warm and perfecuting temper (y). For, to flop the pro- 
grefs of thofe who oppofed the eftablifhed religion, he brought a great confluence of 
quality, both clergy and laity, to St. Andrews, and there in the cathedral he made a 
fpeech, to acquaint them with the increafe of Herefy, how the Catholic faith was in- 
fulted, that Heterodoxy was openly maintained, and too much encouraged within the 
Court particularly : he mentioned one Sir John Borthwick, who had been cited to St. 
Andrews for difperfing heretical books, and holding feveral opinions contrary to the doc- 
trine of the Roman church (2) [F]. Sir John Borthwick appearing neither in perfon nor 

by 
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c any ways offend our Laws, we Jball not ftand avje of 
€ any man to punijb him as he merits. But, quoth he, 
c / know not but that he wrote to Rome to his Agent 

* therefor the procuring of a Legation, which, in good 
' faith Jhould be a benefit to our fubjeds, and we alfo 

* did write to the Pope's Holinefs in the fame. Sir, 

* quoth I, the King's Majeity my Matter hath fent 

* with me the original letter of the faid Cardinal, to 

* the intent I mould read the fame to your Grace, 

* whereby you fhall perceive all his crafty pretence ; 

* and, quoth I, if your Grace will fee the letter, I 

* have it here ready, and will myfelf read it unto you. 

* No, quoth he, hep the letter fill, we will take 

* another time for it ; and that he fpake to me very 

* foftly, which I think he did becaufe the Cardinal 

* was prefent in the chamber. And again he faid, 

* Let this matter pafs at this time, we Jh all talk more of 

* it at our next meeting.* The AmbafTador took 

care to put King James in mind of his promife, and 
to give King Henry an account of what pa/Ted at it, 

(26) Ibid. p. 55 which he does thus (26). 

—57* * Quoth I, your Grace may well perceive by the ad- 

* vertifements that he hath now fent you by me, and 

* alfo by his friendly advices and counfeJs, that his 

* Grace doth both love and truft you. By my foul, 

* quoth he, / have advifed me of the matter his Grace 
' has advertifed me of by you at this time touching the 

* Cardinal here ; and, quoth he, / can find no default 
' in him ; for when his letters were taken and holden in 

* England, we heard of it, and ajked him thereof \ 
€ and by God, quoth he, he had the doubles and copies of 

* them, and Jhewed them all to us, and we remember 

* not that any thing was amifs in them. Sir, quoth I, 
1 did your Grace fee the double of a letter wrote to 
f his Clerk and Agent at Rome, Tea marry, quoth 

* he, to one, that is all his doer there. Well, Sir, 

* quoth I, if your Grace do fee the very original, then 

* fhall ye perceive if the double and it agree. Quoth 

* he, Have ye the original here upon you ? Yea, quoth 

* I, that I have. Take it out privately, quoth he, 

* as though it were fome other paper, and let me fee 

* it. (The Cardinal was in the chamber, and there- 

* fore think I he bade me take it out fecretly.) I took 

* it forth of my bofom, and he took it, and read it 

* foftly every word, from the beginning to the end ; 

* and in one place of the letter, the Cardinal biddeth 
4 his Agent fo licit, that nothing be done that might in 

* any wife irritate the King* s Grace and his Council 
4 again jl the liberties of the Holy Kirk, confide ring the 
€ time is perilous. When the King did read thefe 

* words, By God, quoth he, they dread me. Sir, q uoth 

* I, they know their own abufes, and they fear leaft 

* your Grace mould find them. By my truth, quoth 

* he, if they do not well, ye Jhall ken that I will re- 
« drefs them. When he had read the whole letter, he 

* took it me again. And, quoth he, In good faith I 

* have feen the double of it word by word : But I 

* have good caufe to thank the King mine uncle \ for I 

* fee vjell, quoth he, if his Grace Jhould fee any thing 

* that Jhould be to my difpleafure or dijhonour, he would 

* advertife me of it ; and by God, quoth he, / Jhall 

* do Jicklike to him. Sir, quoth I, doth not your Grace 

* perceive by this letter the crafty pretences of the 

* Cardinal? Why, quoth he, wherein? Marry, quoth 

* I, he fheweth himfelf to be a great friend to your 

* rebels and traitors, and devifeth to be their j udge 

* becaufe he would deliver them ; and fo your Grace 
1 may eafilv fee how he laboureth to bring into his own 

* hands both the fpiritual, and alfo the temporal j u- 

* rifditftion of your realm. No, no, quoth he, / war- 

< ran t ycu we Jhall tfe him and all his fellows well 
€ enough ; if they do not their duties, I may tell you, 
1 quoth he, they may dread me. And as for thofe men, 
\ Hutchenfon and Harvy, which ye name traitors to m, 

< in good faith y quoth le, they are but fimple men , and 


f it was t?ut a fmall matter, and we ourfelf made the 

* Cardinal the Minifier both to commit them to the cafile, 
e and alfo to deliver them. Sir, quoth I, the matter 
f is as ye pleafe to take it ; but it feemed fo ftrange to 
6 the King's Majeity your uncle, and in fuch wife to 

* touch your honour and furety, that he could not but 
1 advertife your Grace thereof. And if your Grace* 
€ quoth I, think ye may juftly take any advantage 

* thereof, ye may at your pleafure ; if not, the King's 
€ Majeity praycth you to com pre fs it, and keep it fe- 
c cret to y ourfelf. Yes, quoth he, I warrant you his 
€ Grace Jhall hear no more of the fame. I a/Ture your 
' Majefty he excufed the Cardinal in every thing, and 

* feemed wonderous loth to hear of any thing that 

* fhoukl found as an untruth in him, but rather gave 

* him great praife.' 

[F] Contrary to the doclrines of the Roman Church. ] 
He was no fooner become Archbifhop of St. Andrews, 
and Primate, than he refolved to give the ftrongeft 
proof of his attachment to the religion and interefts of 
Rome ; and therefore, in May 1540, he went to St. 
Andrews in fuch pomp and fplendour, as certainly 
no Primate of Scotland ever ufed before. He was 
attended by the Earls of Huntley, Arran, Manhal, 
and Montrofe ; the Lords Fleming, Lindfey, Erfkine, 
and Seaton, with many other perfons of diltinftion 
that were laymen ; and he had alfo with him Gawen, 
Archbilhop of Glafgow and Lord High Chancellor, 
with five other Bifhops, four Abbots, and a vaft train 
of Clergy befide. In the prefence of thefe witnefTes 
he held, in wonderful ftate and grandeur, a kind of 
vifitation or inquiry after Heretics, in which this Sir 
John Borthwick was condemned for Contumacy on 
the 28th of May, 1540, and his effigies was publicly 
burnt the fame day in the market-place of St. An- 
drews, and a week after at Edinburgh (27). This 
proceeding of the Cardinal's did not veiy well anfwer 
his purpofe ; and therefore he had foon after recourfe 
to another method, which was toengige the King to 
iflue a commifTion for inquiring after Heretics, and 
to place at the head of it Sir James Hamilton, baf- 
tard-brother to the Earl of Arran, a man of a bar- 
barous and bloody temper, whom the King till this 
time had always hated (28) for many reafons, but j 2 g) Buchan. 
more particularly for his having killed the Earl of R e r. Scot. Hilt, 
Lenox, when he had taken arms by the King's ex- lib. xv. 
prefs direction to refcue him out of the hands of the 
Earl of Angus, as the reader has feen in the former 
article. The great point the King is faid to have had 
in view by fetting up this terrible court was, the ob- 
taining large fums of money by the conviction of fuch 
as were difcovered to be favourers of the new opi- 
nions, that is, of the doctrines of the Reformation. 
The truth feems to be, that the King was very de- 
firous to increafe his revenue, that he might be abld 
to defend himfelf in cafe of being attacked, and to 
make a greater figure in Europe than any of his pre- 
deceflors (29). To enable him to do this, there had 
been two fchemes propofed to him, one by his uncle 
Henry the Eighth, and the favourers of the Refor- 
mation, which was by fuppremng monafteries, and 
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feizing the eftates of the clergy ; the other by the hndfP . 3 9j330# 
Clergy thcmfelves, to defeat this project of their ene- Keith's Hut. of 


mies, and to ingratiate themfelves with the King ; to 
which end they were for eftablilhing this dangerous 
court of Inquifition ; and of this it feems the King 
made choice, as being more agreeable to his fenti- 
ments than the other. We are informed by a very 
good author, that the Clergy perfuaded the King he 
might by this means add to his income one hundred 
thoufand crowns of annual rent, by annexing the 
lands of Heretics convift to thofe of the Crown ; but 
in cafe this fcheme of theirs failed, the Clergy offered 
to grant him fifty thoufand crowns per arm. out of 
their own eft ate s for the prefent, and more if his ne- 
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by proxy, the charge was taken for confefled ; upon which he was declared a Heretic* 
his goods confitcated, burnt in effigy, and all perfons prohibited to entertain or relieve 
him! under the penalty of excommunication. Being informed of thefe proceedings 
againft him, he retired into England, where he was well received by King Henry, and 
honoured with a public character to the Proteftant Princes in Germany. But Sir John 
Borthwick was not the only perfon the Cardinal proceeded againft for Here y •, tor 
quickly after this, he profecuted feveral others, fome of them perfons of quality, tor 
what he called the fame crime, as Andrew Cunningham, fon to the mafter of Glencairn, 
Tames Hamilton of Livingfton, and Mr. George Buchanan, the celebrated Poet and 
Hiftorian and they would all of them have certainly died, if they had not made their 
efcape out of prifon : for the King having abfolutely left all men to the mercy of the 
Cardinal, one knows not what lengths he might have gone, if Providence had not pre- 
vented the execution of his bloody defigns, by the death of the King ; fince it is faid, he 
had prefented to him a roll of three hundred and fixty of the chief Nobility and Barons, 
as fufpeded of Herefy. In this black roll the firft man was the Earl of Arran ; and 
though feveral attempts were made to bring the Cardinal into difgrace, or at leaft to de- 
prive him of his large and unlimited power, yet they were all unfuccefsful ; for no mark 
or evidence appears, that the King did ever lefien his affection to him to the hour of his 
death (a). On the contrary, it was by his influence that the King directed his troops to 
invade England •, whereupon followed the difmal overthrow of the army at Solway Mofs, 
which broke his heart, and occafioned his death (b). But then it muft be allowed, that (b) Crawford'* 
the Cardinal a&ed fo artfully, that though the general courfe of his condud manifefted 
• lufBciently his intentions, yet he hardly left it in the power of any of his adverfaries to 
make any thing out againft him by proofs or particular facts (<•) [G]. The King had 
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ceflities fo required (30). It was upon this ocean on 
that the famous roll was made, which is mentioned 
in the text, containing the names of fuch as were fuf- 
peded and might be profecuted, in order to fix the 
King in a belief of the mighty advantages that were 
promifed him from the execution of this barbarous 
defign. That fuch a roll there really was, and that 
the Earl of Arran was the firft named therein, is beft 
proved by the Earl's own teftimony, who told this to 
Sir Ralph Sadler (31) ; but that it was found in the 
King's pocket after his deceafe, is a little improba- 
ble, confidering that the Cardinal is on all hands al- 
lowed to have been with his Majefty at the time he 
died, and who, one would think, mould have fecured 
this roll for his own fake. But be this as it will, mod 
certainly the fcheme came to nothing ; for Sir James 
Hamilton, while bufy in profecuting others for He- 
refy, was himfelf accufed, convided, and foon after- 
wards executed for high treafon ; and with him ended 
all endeavours to bring this project of the Clergy to 
bear, the King himfelf growing out of humour with 
it, and exprefling upon many occafions a ftrong fenfe 
of the feverity and bafenefs of fuch proceedings (32). 
Yet the Cardinal always found means to mi ft fuch 
things from himfelf, and to keep as much in the 
King's favour as ever, in order to which he fcrupled 
not doing any thing that might flatter the King's hu- 
mour, and gi3.ii fy his defires ; though in doing this 
he aded fo cautioufly, that he feemed to be rather 
obliged to do what he did from a principle of duty to 
his Prince, than to carry into execution any of his 
own advices (33). But notwithstanding all his arts, 
many of the Nobility, who began to fear the King, 
and confequently to hate him, looked upon the Car- 
dinal as the great author of all thefe mifchiefs, and 
probably would have made him feel the weight of 
their refentment, if he had not had fo much addrefs 
as to keep a flrong party of the Nobility attached to 
himfelf ; fo that even after the King's death, by 
which he feemed to be expofed to all his enemies, he 
made it clearly appear, that he had a fuperior in- 
tereft, and was able to do more with all ranks of 
people than any other perfon in Scotland, as the 
reader will fee in its proper place. 

[G] Make cut any thing againft him ly proofs of 
particular fafls.] It was a maxim with this great Po- 
litician, from which he never digrefled, to run no need- 
lefs hazards, and to decline none ivhen they became ne- 
cejfary. It was his con flan t adhering to that rule 
which preferved him from fufFering, as he otherwife 
would have done, in the various revolutions which he 
lived to fee in the government of Scotland,. It was 
report only that fattened upon him the bufinefs of the 
roll, mentioned in the former note ; for the Earl of 
Arran, then Governor of Scotland, told the Engli/h 


Ambaflador Sadler, that it was the King himfelf, not 
the Cardinal, who procured that roll to be written 
(34). In like manner the common opinion was, that (34) SanWr 
the Cardinal perfuaded the King his mafter not to go Le « er . s afld Nc - 
to the meeting at York, which occafioned a great dif- ^:wioa^ 
ference between him and King Henry. But when p * 0 
Sir Ralph Sadler was fent a fecond time into Scotland, 
the Cardinal fent a meMage to him, afluring him, that 
this fad was falfe ; that he was able to prove it fo ; 
that he had always had as juft a fenfe of the great 
advantages that would refult to both kingdoms, from 
the preferving peace and friendfhip between them, as 
any man in Scotland, and had been as far from feek- 
ing to deftroy them ; and that, if he had an opportu- 
nity of paying his refpeds to King Henry, he did not 
doubt being able to fatisfy his Majefty in that re- 
fped (35). It is certain, that throughout the whole (35) Ruchan. 
reign of the King his mafter, though his enemies at Rer. Scot. Hift. 
home and abroad were continually labouring to bring hl ?- xv * 
him into diferace, and in order thereto fug-p-efted Hift. of the Re- 

. . 0 • % i_- 1 I, 00 formation in 

many things againlt him, yet tney were able to prove Scotland, p. 28. 
none (36). As for the capital imputation, that he Sadler's Letters 
meant to eftablilh the Pope's power over the Clergy, a , nd Negocia- 
and to exercife it in Scotland himfelf, independently nons ' p * X S** 
of the King, it never could make any impreftion, 55 * 
becaufe his mafter very well knew that it was by his C 3 ^) Supplement 
own intereft and interpofition that the Cardinal had n ;rni)l Jr * 
obtained the power which he poftefted, and that the 
great point he laboured with the Clergy was, to per- 
fuade them it was better to grant a part of their re- 
venues to the Crown for its protedion and fupport, 
than to rely on the fole authority of the Church (37). ( ?7 ) Drum- 
It was likewife imputed to the Cardinal, that he gave mold's Hiftory 
the King a diftafte to his ancient nobility, advifed of Scotland* 
him to leflen their power, and to cut oft* the molt po- p ' 3 l S» 3 26 ' 
tent ; but whoever confiders the great intereft he had 
with the beft families in Scotland in the lifetime of 
that King, the fteadinefs with which they adhered to 
him through all his troubles after the death of that 
monarch, and his influence upon them to the very 
time of his own death, muft be fatisfied that they did 
not apprehend this charge to be well founded, or at 
leaft that it could be proved; for if they hid, no 
doubt they would have exerted thcrnfelves to his de- 
ftrudion when they had him in their power, and not 
have laboured as they did to reftore him not only to 
his liberty, but alfo to his former, and even greater, 
authority (38). But it is time to part with this fub- 
jed at prefent, the rather becaufe in the fubfequent 
notes we fhall be able to fet this point in a ftill 
clearer light ; from whence it will appear, that how 
often or how loudly foever he was accufed, yet he 
was never proved guilty of any thing laid to his 
charge. We except only his fevericy againft the fa- 
vourers of the Reformation, which, as it cannot be Cnarc ^ «»f Scot 
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hone fo near him when he died as the Cardinal, which gave him an opportunity of 
Forging a will for him, or at lead afforded a pretence for fuggefting that he forged it, 
which occafioned its being fet aftde, though he caufed it to be folemnly proclaimed over 
the crufs at Edinburgh, in order to eftablifh the Regency in himfelf, the Earls of Ar- 
gyle, Huntley, and Arran {d) \ and befides lofing his dcfign, the imputation has re- 
mained upon his memory, though perhaps there is no fufficient authority to prove it [H]. 
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denied, fo it ought not to be excufed : but in other 
parts of his life he feems to have a&ed with very An- 
gular addrefs, and in that, as well as other parts of 
his character, very nearly refembled Cardinal Wolfey, 
made ufe of the fame precautions, and with the fame 
effeft ; that is to fay, both defended themfelves from 
being in danger of capital punifhments by legal pro- 
fecutions (39)- In this indeed Cardinal Beaton 
feems to have had the better, that even his greateft 
enemies never thought it in their power to procure any 
fen tence again It him by a parliament ; but whether 
this might not be owing rather to his influence over 
his judges than to his innocence, may very well be 
made a queftion (40). In his lifetime, however, this 
circumftance made wife and thinking men wonder 
much, as appears from what Sir Ralph Sadler tells 
his matter King Henry VIII. at the time the Cardi- 
nal was in prifon, and the cry ftrongelt again ft him, 
that he could never learn from his bittereft enemies 
what it was they had againft him (41). So much it is 
in the power of a great man to guard againft convic- 
tion, though he cannot avoid clamour. 

[H~] though perhaps there is no fufficient authority to 
prove it.] This is one great crime with which the 
memory of the Cardinal is ftained ; but it fo falls out, 
that we have no very clear teftimony to prove that he 
was really guilty of forging the King's will. The 
author, upon whofe authority this has been chiefly 
believed, delivers himfelf thus (42). * As for the 
Cardinal, he thinking that in thefe public calami- 
ties he might have an opportunity to aggrandize, 
that he might fhew himfelf fomebody, both to his 
own order, and alfo to the French faction, at- 
tempted a thing both bold and impudent. For, 
by the hired afliftance of Henry Balfour, a mer- 
cenary prieft, he forged a falfe will of the King's, 
wherein he himfelf was nominated to the fupreme 
authority with three of the mo ft potent of the No- 
bility to be his affeffors. He was in great hopes 
that his projecl would fucceed from the difpofleffion 
of the Earl of Arran, one of his afteflbrs and part- 
ners in the government, who was not turbulent, 
but rather inclinable to be eafy and quiet. And 
befides, he was near of kin to him, for he was fon 
to the Cardinal's aunt. Moreover, the opportu- 
nity to invade the fupreme power feemed to require 
hafte, that he might be poffe/Ted of it before the 
exiles and captives returned out of England, that 
fo they might have no hand in conferring this ho- 
nour upon him, for he was afraid of their power 
and popularity. Neither did he doubt their minds 
were alienated from him upon the fcore of a different 
religion. This was the caufe, that prefently after 
the King's death he publifhed an edict concerning 
the chufing four governors of the kingdom.' He 
then proceeds to give us an account of King Henry's 
fending back the Scots prifoners, and of the recalling 
the exiles, and then he refumes his former fubject 
thus : * The Cardinal, who faw this ftorm gathered 

* againft him, making no doubt but the prifoners 

* and the exiles would be both his oppofers in the 

* Parliament, had taken care to be chofen Regent 

* before their coming ; but he enjoyed that honour 

* not long, for within a few days his fraud in coun- 

* terfeiting the King's will and teftament being dif- 

* covered, he was thrown out of place, and James 

* Hamilton, Earl of Arran, made Regent, through 
< a defire which fome had to ingratiate themfelves 
■ with him as the next heir to the crown. Others 

* forefaw fo long before the cruelty of the Cardinal 

* in matters of religion, and therefore provided 
« againft it by leffening his power.' There is a very 
different account of this matter in a book of good 
authority, generally afcribed to John Knox, and 
part certainly written by him, where, fpeaking of 
the King's laft ficknefs, he writes thus (43) : s In the 
' mean time, in his great extremity, comes the Car- 

* dinal (a fit comforter for a defperate man), He 
Vol. U, 


* cries in his ear, Take order, Sir, with your realm 

* who fhall rule during the minority of your daugh- 
1 ter. Ye have known my fervice, what will ye have 
6 done ? Shall there not be four Regents chofen ? 

* and fhall not I be principal of them ? Whatever 
' the King anfwered, documents were taken that fo 

* it mould be, as my Lord Cardinal thought expe- 

* dient. As many affirm, a dead man's hand was 
' made to fubferibe one blank, that they might write 

* above what it pleafed them beft. The Cardinal 
' having hired one Henry Balfour, a Prieft, to make 

* a falfe teftament, which was done accordingly, but 
' in vain. This finifhed, the Cardinal pofted to the 
1 Queen, lately before delivered, as is faid.' Bifhop 
Lefley fays nothing more, than that the Cardinal op- 
pofed the fetting up the Earl of Arran as fole Regent, 
becaufe the King by his teftament had appointed 
four (44). We have feen that Buchanan fays alfo 
there were four, of whom he names only the Cardi- 
nal, and the Earl of Arran : in Knox's hiftory, men- 
tion is made of the Earls of Huntley, Argyle, and 
Murray (45). And Archbifhop Spotfwood agrees 
with this, though he quotes Buchanan, who fays no 
fuch thing (46). Moft certain it is, that the com- 
mon reports charge not only the forging the King's 
will, but the King's death, upon the Cardinal. We 
find it in the margin of Knox's hiftory, that fome did 
not flick to fay the King was haftened away by a po- 
tion (47), which is however inconfiftent with that 
hiftory, wherein it is more than once faid, that the 
King foretold his own death. Drummond mentions 
this as a groundlefs rumour (48) ; but Melvil is clear 
that the fact was true, <viz. that the King was poi- 
foned by the Clergy (49). Sir James Balfour is as 
clear, that there was nothing of poifon in the cafe, 
but that the King died of a Lent fever (50). Of 
this, therefore, we may fairly acquit the Cardinal, 
efpecially ft nee neither Buchanan nor Knox fo much 
as fuggeft that he was guilty. As for the forgery of 
the will, there is affertion, but no proof ; and upon 
comparing the feveral accounts, I hope to be able 
to give a more fatisfadory relation of this affair than 
we find in any of our modern hiftorians, though they 
would be thought to have taken great pains in fifting 
the matter (51). After the rencounter at Solway 
Mofs, in which a great body of Scots fuffered them- 
felves to be defeated and made prifoners by a handful 
of Englifh, becaufe they had a perfon appointed to 
command them whom they did not like, King James 
the Fifth died of mere vexation for what had hap- 
pened, at Falkland in the county of Fife, which lies 
twelve miles weft from St. Andrews, and about ten 
from the river of Frith, on the 13th of December, 
1542 (52). He was, during the time of his ficknefs, 
attended by the Cardinal, who, when he found him 
fo near his end, defired to know how he would have 
the affairs of the kingdom fettled, and caufed his an- 
fwers to be fet down and fubferibed a few moments 
before he fell into the agonies of death (53). On 
the 14th the Cardinal brought over the King's body 
to Edinburgh, and, with the Earls of Argyle, Mar- 
fhal, Rothes, and Arran, affifted at his funeral. On 
the Monday following, the Cardinal caufed himfelf 
and the other Lords to be proclaimed Governors ; of 
whom, without doubt, the Earl of Arran was one (54). 
But Mr. Kirkaldy of Grange advifed the Earl of Ar- 
ran to call an affembly of the Nobility, and therein 
to demand his right of being Governor alone, as he 
was next heir, if the young Queen died, to the crown ; 
which accordingly he did ; and though this was molt 
vehemently oppofed by the Cardinal and his friends, 
it was carried notwithftanding, and the Earl of Arran 
thereupon declared fole Regent (55). But fo little 
notion was there then amongft thofe who were well 
acquainted with the thing, that the Cardinal had 
forged the King's will, that it was amicably refolved 
that he and the other Lords mould have free pardons 
granted them by the Governor for what they had 

N done; 
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By this means he was entirely excluded from the government, and before the clofe of 
the year 1542, the Earl of Arran was declared fole Regent during the minority of 
Queen Mary, then but a few days old. This was done chiefly by the Lords inclined 
to the Englilh intereft, who being defirous alfo of complying with a propofal made by 
Henry VliL for the marriage of the Prince of Wales to their young Queen, judged 
it neceflary, before this came to be difcuffed in Parliament, to procure the Cardinal to 
be feized, and fent prifoner to the caftle of Blacknefs ; after which they conduced all 
things at their plealure, and fettled public affairs as they thought fit (e). But this did 
not laft long; for the Cardinal, though confined, railed fo ftrong a party, that the Re- 
gent fcarcely knew how to proceed ; and, which was ftill more extraordinary, had gained 
fo many of thofe about him, that the Regent began to diflike his former fyftem, and at 
laft deferting it, releafed, and was reconciled to the Cardinal (f) [/]. This was un- 
doubtedly 
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done; which agreement was made December 25, 
1^42 (56). In the month of March following came 
Sir Ralph Sadler, and found the Cardinal a prifoner, 
and the Governor, at leaft in appearance, bent upon 
his deftruttion. But notwithftanding this, he fome 
time afterwards granted him more liberty, though he 
did not care to own that, but pretended that it was 
done againft his will ; and therefore he inquired the 
Englifh Ambaflador Sadler's opinion, what he Ihould 
do with the Cardinal if he came to Edinburgh ; and 
in the converfation upon this fubjeft, which we have 
in Sadler's letters, there is an account of this matter, 
which, from what has been faid before, may be very 
eafily underftood, and fets the whole in a very clear 
light (57). 6 My Lord, quoth I, Jam not able to 

* give you advice ; but if it may pleafe you to tell me 
' what ye have to charge him withal, and for what 

* caufehe was apprehended, I will tell you, quoth I, 
' mine opinion. Marry, quoth he, the principal 

* matter whereupon he was taken, was upon knovv- 

* ledge that we had by- a letter from my Lord War- 

* den, my Lord Lyfle, quoth he, that the Cardinal 

* had procured the Duke of Guife to come hither 

* with an army to fubdue this realm, and take the 

* government of the fame, whereof now, quoth he, 

* we have no proofs ; nor wc perceive not, quoth he, 

* that the fame was true ; neverthelefs, quoth he, 

* we have other matters to charge him with, for he 

* did forge, quoth he, the late King's teftament ; and 

* when the King was even almoft dead, quoth he, 

* took his hand in his, and fo caufed him to fubferibe 

* a blank paper ; and befides that, quoth he, fince 

* he was prifoner, he has given fpecial and fecret 
4 command to his men to keep his hold and caftle of 

* St. Andrews againft us, which, quoth he, is a 

* plain difobedience and rebellion. I engrieved thefe 

* crimes as much as I could, and told him that I 
4 heard fay he had forgiven and pardoned the Car- 
' dinal of that crime in forging of the King's tefta- 

* ment, as indeed, communing yeftcrday with the 

* Lord Summervile in that matter, he told me it was 
4 fo ; neverthelefs the Governor allured me, that he 

* never gave the Cardinal remiffion for the fame.* 
[/] Releafcd, and <was reconciled to the Cardinal.} 

The dates, and even the fa&s, in this part of the hif- 
tory are fo perplexed and differently told, that there 
cannot be a more difficult talk than to endeavour to 
fet them in a plain light. In the text we have mevvn, 
that the Governor was perfuaded by the partizans of 
King Henry, whom the Scotrifh writers call the Eng- 
lijh_ Lords f to feize upon the Cardinal, and fend him 
prifoner to Blacknefs, on the fouth fide of the river 
Forth, ten miles from Leith, in the cullody of the 
Lord Scaton, where he continued during the time the 
Parliament was held, and the treaty with Englandfor 
the marriage of Edward, Prince of Wales, and Mary, 
Queen of Scots, was concluded (58). The Queen 
Dowager, however, and many of the NoMlity, 
Ihewed great concern for him, and laboured all they 
could to prevail upon the Governor to fet him at 
liberty. In the mean time, the Cardinal took better 
methods himfelf, for he offered the Lord Seaton a 
considerable gratification, and his conftant friendfhip, 
if he would transfer him to St. Andrews, which, 
before the end of the month of March 1543, he did 
with the confent ^f the Governor, notwithftanding 
the Englifh AmbaiTador had laboured to have the 
Cardinal fent into England (59). At St. Andrews 
he was at full liberty, and actually called there an af- 
fcmbly of the Clergy, which met upon the 25th of 
May, and was adjourned to the id of June, for which 


he had the Governor's pcrmiflTon, though the latter 
pretended he had not. In this aflembly of the 
Clergy, the Cardinal Ihewed them, that nothing- 
could preferve the Church as it was then conftituted, 
but their raifmg a fum of money fufficient to defeat 
the intended match with England; which, in confe- 
quence of his arguments, he obtained (60). When 
this was done, the Earls of Huntley, Argyle, Both- 
well, and Murray, raifed a force fufficient, and 
coming down to Linlithgow, carried off the two 
Queens to Stirling, and endeavoured to prevent the 
meeting of the Parliament, which the Governor had 
fummoned for the 25th of Auguft r which however 
they could not do ; but the Governor, and fuch as 
were of his party, actually met, and ratified the two 
treaties of peace and marriage with the crown cf Eng- 
land, under the Great Seal- (61). But the very day 
after he had done this, the Governor fet out for St. 
Andrews, pretending that he would force the Car- 
dinal to a fubmiflion, or pufli all things againft him 
farther than ever ; and accordingly, upon his coming 
to St. Andrews, and the Cardirial net coming out of 
his caftle to meet him, he caufed him to be pro- 
claimed a rebel openly in his town of St. Andrews ; 
which had fuch an effedt upon Sir Ralph Sadler, that 
he really expected that a civil war would have broke 
Out, and therefore wrote very earncftly into England, 
to procure afllftance for the Governor (62). In a 
very few days, however, it appeared very clearly that 
all this was a mere contrivance ; for, upon the 3d of 
September, the Governor having received a meflage 
from the Cardinal, by Sir James Campbell of Lundy 
and the Abbot of Pittenweem, gave out that his Lady 
was fallen in labour at Blacknefs, and under that, 
pretence went out of town the next day to Calendar* 
where the Cardinal and the Earl cf Murray met him* 
and after a long conference they fet out together for 
Stirling, where they entered into the deleft engage- 
ments with each other, and from that time forward, 
the Cardinal had the ear and confidence of the Go- 
vernor, as much as he ever had of the King his 
maftcr (63). Thefe are the plain facts. But let us, 
enter a little behind the curtain, and penetrate as far 
as we may into the caufes of them ; which were no 
other than the arts of the Cardinal, who, ftep by ftcp, 
increafed his own power, and diminilhed that of thole 
who oppofed him, till for their own fakes they were 
glad to come to an agreement with him, to have that 
Head on their fide, which had been too hard for all 
their force. As foon as he had drawn over the Lord 
Seiton to his party, he advifed him to inilnuate to the 
Governor, that it was for his intereft the Cardinal 
fhould go to St. Andrews, becaufc this would put 
him in pofleflion of that caftle, and all the wealth that 
he had in it. When he was got thither, he gave the 
Governor to underftand, that as he was fenfible he 
contented to the late treaties with England through 
want of power and of money, fo if he would confent 
to an aflembly of the Clergy there, it might be a 
means of procuring for him fuch a fupply, as might 
enable him to act as he thought proper (64). In 
the mean time, he had fent for two perions over from 
France, one or other of whom he knew muft anfwer 
hispurpofc. The one was the Earl, of Lenox, foa 
to that Earl of Lenox who had been killed endeavour- 
ing to refcue his mafter, King James, out of the 
hands of the Douglaflcs, which induced that Prince 
to have fuch a kindnefs for his fon, as to prornife. that 
he would fettle the crown upon him, in cafe his own 
iTue failed. The other was Mr. John Hamilton, 
Abbot of Paifley, the Governor's natural brother, a 
W. downright 
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BEATON. 

doubtcdly one of the mod fingular turns that ever happened in any government, and is 
very exprciTive of this great Statefman's genius and charafter, who knew how to court and 
manage factions fo well, that, tromjxing excluded the Court and imprifoned, he, upon 
the young Queen's coronation, was again admitted of the Council, and, at the requcfh 
as well as by the con fen t of the Regent, a (Turned the high office of Chancellor, out of 
which the Archbifhop of Glafgow was turned to make way for him. Some authors, indeed, 
fuggeft, he fhewed uncommon haughtinefs, or rather infolence, in the manner of his 
accepting this great office (g) ; but this ought to be regarded as a miftake at leaft, if not 
a calumny [K\. His interelt was now fo great with the Regent, and fo well efbablifhed, 
that he might be faid to have as much influence over him as he had over the King, which 
manifeftly appeared, by his procuring him to folicit the Couit of Rome to extend his al- 
ready almoft boundlefs authority, by appointing him Legate a latere from the Pope, which 
was done accordingly, and in all probability was a lefs favour then, than it is ufually 
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downright creature of France, and wholly devoted to 
the Cardinal. The fir ft of thefe two the Cardinal 
carried to Stirling, gave him hopes of marrying the 
Queen Dowager, and made him believe himfelf the 
anoft powerful perfon in the kingdom. The other he 
fent to the Governor, to let him know he did this 
very unwillingly, that the Cardinal and his friends 
were ambitious of nothing fo much as his friendfhip, 
and that by coming over to them he would have the 
whole kingdom at his devotion (65). The Abbot 
reprefented farther to his brother, that he would find 
no real fupport from England ; fince King Henry did 
not acknowledge him in quality of Governor, but 
ftiled him in his letters, the Earl of Arran occupying 
the place of Governor ; that by deiiring to have the 
young Queen and the Cardinal delivered up to him, 
he meant to deprive him of all power, and to render 
him odious to the Nobility, and to the common 
people ; that while he depended thus upon England, 
he mull ever remain in a dangerous and precarious 
fituation ; whereas, by joining with the Cardinal, he 
would have the whole Scots nation at his devotion, 
and might be fure of what fupport he pleafed from 
France. The Governor having once relifhed thefe 
notions, fullered the Cardinal to make trial of what 
force he could raife, and when he faw that the afi'em- 
bly at Stirling was become very powerful, he threw 
off his difguife, and went directly into the Cardinal's 
mcafures (66). At their firft: conference at Calendar, 
the Cardinal fhewed the Governor, that by fiding 
with the friends of the Reformation, he was ruining 
himfelf and his family ; for as there were two di- 
vorces in his family, the one of his father, and the 
other of his grandmother, which depended entirely 
upon papal authority, if that mould once .be taken 
away, his claim to the crown might be queftioned, 
and even his title to the Earldom of Arran, and his 
private eftate, both which would devolve upon the 
Earl of Lenox, who, upon the Governor's joining 
the Cardinal, had gone over to theEnglifh party, and 
was fo well received by King Henry, who gave him 
his niece, the Lady Margaret Douglas, in marriage, 
that the Governor faw plainly it was impoflible for 
him to retreat (67). Thus the reader fees clearly, 
that by his fuperior knowledge of men and things, by 
his great art in turning every circumftance and event 
to his advantage, and his prodigious dexterity in ap- 
plying to the paflions and interefts of mankind, the 
Cardinal extricated himfelf out of all his difficulties, 
and in the fpace of eight months, from being the 
Governor's prifoner at Blacknefs, became mafter of 
the Governor and of the whole kingdom ; for on the 
2^c\ of January 1542-43, the Council came to a re- 
folution of feizing his perfon ; and on the 3d of Sep- 
tember 1 543, the Governor left Edinburgh to go and 
join the Cardinal, and the Lords of his party, at 
Stirling. And thus, in as few words as pofiible, we 
have unravelled as dark an intrigue as is to be met 
with m the hiftory of Scotland. 

[K\ As a miftake at leaf, if not a calumny,'] The 
Archbifhop cf Glafgow had continued Chancellor of 
Scotland from the time that the feals were given him, 
upon the retreat of the Earl of Angus into England, 
to the latter end of the year 1543, and then we are 
told that they were taken from hirh in a very ungra- 
cious manner, to put them into the hands of the Car- 
dinal. We find feveral authors hinting this, but 
Mr. Crawfurd affirms it more pofitively than any of 
the reft, and attempts to prove it by record. His 
words are thefe (68) : c The Cardinal having now all 
* the fway, that he might the more eafily carry his 


* dcflgns, and have the greater authority in the king- 
' dom, the Archbifhop of Glafgow was laid afide 
< from being Lord Chancellor, and the Cardinal 
' came in his place in a very haughty manner ; for 
i both before and fince that time, when any altera- 
f tions were made in that high office, the record bears 
c fuch a perfon to have been made Chancellor ; but 
' fuch was the pride and ambition of the Cardinal, 
c that it is entered in the record of Parliament, That 
' my Lord Cardinal has accepted the office of Chancellor 
e in and upon him, at the defre of my Lord Governor 
' and Lords of Council, though I fee he gave his oath 

* de fideli, upon the delivery to him of the great feal, 
c liely (honeftly) and truly to mini ft er in the faid office 
€ during the time he Jhall happen to haif (have) the 
' famin. 9 Though this is feemingly very clear, and 
very pofitive, yet perhaps there may be good caufe 
fhewn why none of thefe facts fhould be confidered as 
certain. For, firft, as to the Chancellor Dunbar, 
his office might be, and probably was, inconvenient 
and troublefome to him in many refpects, fo as that 
he might be well enough pleafed to part with it ; 
and this will have the greater appearance of truth, if 
we confider that the two Archbilhops continued very 
good friends ever afterwards, which could fcarce be 
fuppofed if the Archbifhop of Glafgow had been fo 
ill treated in the bufinefs of having the feals taken 
from him. In the next place, as to the pride and 
haughtinefs expre/Ted by the Cardinal in his manner 
of taking the great feal, we fhall the better know what 
to think of it when we have call our eyes upon the 
entry in the public records of the delivery of the 
great feal to George Earl of Huntley in full parlia- 
ment (69), June the 10th, 1546. * The whilk day 
' my Lord Governor, ;n prefens of the Queenis Grace 
f and Lordis of Counfaile, has chofen George Earle 
' of Huntlie Chancellor of the realme of Scotland, 
' wha has accepit the faid olfice in and upon him, and 
c has fworne that he fall leilely and treulie minifter 
c in the faid office afte:- his wit, cunyng, and know- 
4 lagc, like as outher Chancelluris has done, and 
1 uftt the faid office in tymes biganis, and the Queenis 

* Grace and Lordis of Counfale thought him able 
f therfor, and in figne and takin thereof my faid Lord 
f Governor has, in prefence of the Queenis Grace 

* and Lordis forfaids, deliver it to the faid Earl our 
' Sovereign Ladyis grete fele, and has ordainit the 

* Kingis quarter fele, whom God afTolzie (pardon) 
' to be broken, off the whilk that ane half was cuttit 
€ in prefens of the Queenis Grace and my Lordis of 
c Counfale.' Jt appears very clearly from hence, 
that there was nothing of arrogance or prefumption 
in the manner of the Cardinal's accepting of the great 
feal, but that he received it in the ordinary form, and 
had thereupon the fame entry made on the records as 
was ufual ; though it muft be confefTed, that, at the 
firft reading, the words, in which his receiving the 
great feal are entered, feem very lofty and arTuming. 
But the bottom of the bufinefs was certainly this, the 
Governor was defirous that his brother the Abbot of 
Paifley fhould have fome good employment, and he 
had no lefs a mind that the Cardinal fhould be Lord 
Chancellor ; upon receiving which high office, he 
willingly refigned his former poft of Lord Privy-Seal 
to his friend the Abbot of Paifley, as the reward of 
that pains and diligence he had ufed, in bringing 
about the agreement between his brother the Gover- 
nor and the Cardinal, and the daily endeavours ufed 
by him to ferve the latter with the former, and hin- 
der the ftories told by his enemies to the Governor 
from making any impreflion (70), 

accounted, 
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BEATON, 

accounted, as being with no other view procured, than to fuftain and promote the caufe 
of the religion and See of Rome (b). As foon as he obtained this new dignity, he fhewcd 
plainly enough, to what end it had betn both fought and granted v for he immediately 
proceeded to a moft fevere perfection of fhofc he ftiled Heretics, to countenance which 
he had addrefs enough to procure fuch numbers of perfons of high rank and diftmflion to 
be prefentat, and to attend him in, his judicatories, that inftead of appearing an aft of his 
own, or the effedt of his intrigues, it looked rather as a thing impolcd upon him, ana in 
which he afted with the approbation of the nobility and gentry, as well as clergy of the 
kingdom. Such was the wonderful dexterity of this man, and fuch the zeal wuh which, 
to the very utmaft of his power, he promoted the caufe of Popery (i) [L]._ It was with a 
view to ferve this caufe ftiH more effedlually, that he fummoned, in the beginning of 1 546, 
a Provincial affembly of the Clergy, at the Black-Frier* in Edinburgh (*). He propofed 
to himfelf doing great things at this meeting of the Clergy, and at the opening thereof 
he made a fpeech, in which he fliewed, that Religion was in great danger from the pre- 
vailing of Hercfy, for which he faid he knew bxxt two remedies; the firft of thefe was, to 
proceed vigoroufly againft fuch, as either adhered to, or encouraged the new opinions; 
and the other was, to reform the fcandalous and immoral lives of the clergy, which gave 
the greateft pretence for men to feparate from the Church (/). • How far they proceeded in 
that affair remains altogether uncertain ; but it is generally agreed, that the Cardinal was 
diverted from the purpofes he had then in hand, by the information he received, that Mr. 
George Wilhart, the moft famous Proteftant preacher in Scotland, was then at the houfe 
of Mr. Cockburn, of Ormifton in Eaft Lothian* The Cardinal upon this immediately 
applied to the Governor, to caufe him to be apprehended, with which, after great per- 
fuafion, and much againft his will, he complied. The Cardinal went in perfon with the 
Earl of Bothwell, who was Sheriff of the county, to fee him apprehended, and ftaid 
about a mile from the place, while the Earl went and took him into cuftody (m). After 
this was done, the Cardinal procured an order, or, as they call it in Scotland, an Aft of 
Council, requiring the Earl of Bothwell to deliver his prifoner to the Lord Governor (»). 
Purfuant to this, he was firft carried to the houfe of Elphinfton, where the Cardinal then 
was, from thence to the caftle of Edinburgh, and by the Queen-Dowager's perfuafion, 
the Governor caufed him to be transferred to the caftle of St. Andrews (0). As foon 
as the Cardinal had him there, he refolved to proceed without delay to his trial, and in 
order thereto, fummoned the Prelates to meet in the city before mentioned, on the twenty- 
feventh of February following. When they were accordingly met, the Archbifhop of daf- 
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[L] He promoted the caufe of Popery.] It is a full 
proof that the Cardinal had gained an entire afcen- 
dency over the Governor, fince he was able to en- 
gage him to apply to the court of Rome, in order to 
his being promoted to the rank of Legate a Latere, to 
which he had always afpired, but which he could ne- 
ver obtain till now. The Bull for this promotion is 
ftili extant, but there feems to be fome difpute about 
the date (71)- In the printed copy we have it in 
words at length 1543^ which, as it does not at all 
agree with hiftory, fo it is likewife inconfiftent with 
the other part of the date in the Bull itfelf, for it is 
faid to be in the tenth year of the Pontificate of Paul 
III. j now that Pope being created October 12, 1534, 
it is very evident that January 30, 1543, was in the 
ninth, and not in the tenth year of his reign. It 
may not be amifs to take notice in this place of the 
different kinds of Legates, in order to render this 
note the clearer. A Legate, fimply taken, is an Am- 
baflador or Reprefentative of the Pope. The Legate 
a latere, i. e. from the Pope's fide, is always a Car- 
dinal, vefted with the fulleft powers that can be given 
him, and in fome meafure capable of doing as much 
in the name, and by the authority, of the Pope, as 
if his Holinefs were prefent he could do himfelf. 
The Legate de latere has, or may have, the fame 
power, but is not a Cardinal ; and as to the Legati 
nati, or Legates born, they are fo only <virtute officii, 
or in right of their dignity in the church, as our 
Cardinal was from his being Archbifhop of St. An- 
drews (72). It is plain therefore, that by obtaining 
this dignity the Cardinal reached the utmoft ftep of 
preferment, unlefs he had acquired the papacy itfelf ; 
and there is no doubt, that when it was defired from 
the court of Rome, there was a promife made that the 
Cardinal fhould make good ufe of the power bellowed 
upon him for the fervice of the Church. So indeed 
he did ; for in the clofe of the year 1545, he went in 
the moft fblemn manner to viftt his diocefe, agreeably 
to a law of his own procuring, as well as to the pro- 
mife made, as before mentioned, to the court of 
Rome. He was attended in this vifitation by the 
Lord Governor, the Earl of Argyle, Lord Juftice- 
General, the Lord Borthwick, the Bifliops of Dum- 


blain and Orkney, Sir John Campbell of Lundy, and 
feveral other gentlemen (73). When they came to 
Perth, feveral perfons were accufed of Herefy, being 
indicated particularly for breaking the act of parlia- 
ment of 1542-3, by which the people were forbidden 
to argue or difpute concerning the fenfe of the Holy 
Scriptures. They were quickly found guilty, and 
thefe following were condemned to die, viz. William 
Anderfon, Robert Lamb, James Ronald, James 
Hunter, James Finlayfon, and Helen Stark his wife. 
Mr. Knox tells us, in his Hiflory of the Reformation of 
Religion in Scotland, that they were convicted of no- 
thing but only a fufpicion of having eaten a goofe on 
a Friday (74). Great interceJion was made for a 
pardon, but nothing would prevail, fo that the men 
were executed by hanging, and the woman drowned, 
though, as Buchanan informs us, fhe v/as then big 
with child (75)* ' Perhaps, fays Mr. Keith, the 

* Cardinal was the more inexorable, that he might 

* caft a copy for the other Prelates what they ought 

* to do in their feveral diocefes ; or perhaps he 

* thought, by this exemplary punilhrnent, to put an 
' effectual flop to the growing of Herefy throughout 
1 the kingdom, feeing that town, and the country 
' thereabouts, was more infected therewith than other 
' parts of the nation (76).' Sir Henry Elder, Walter 
Piper, Laurence Pullar, with fome other BurgefTes, 
were banifhed, and the Lord Ruthven, Provoft of the 
town, was removed from his office as a favourer of the 
Reformers. He likewife caufed John Rogers, a black 
Frier, who had preached the reformed doctrines in 
Angus and Mearns, to be murdered in prifon at St. 
Andrews, as Knox fays (77) ; or as Spotfwood (78) 
relates it, he was charged therewith, becaufc the body 
of this man was found at the bottom of a wall behind 
the place of his confinement; but he leaves it doubt- 
ful whether he fell in the endeavour to make his 
efcape, or, as the report went, was murdered. By 
this vifitation, we very plainly difcover to what end 
all the honours our Cardinal received were heaped 
upon him ; as every acceflton of power produced alfo 
frefh inftances of clerical fe verity, inconfiftent with 
true Chriftianity. 
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gow very wifely and prudently advifed, that they fhould apply to the Governor to grant a 
commiflion, to fome man of quality^ to try fo famous a prifoner, that the whole blame 
might not fall on the clergy; to which the Cardinal agreed, and application was accordingly 
made (p). The Governor at firft made no great fcruple of the thing; but Mr. Hamilton 
of Preiton interpofing, fhewed him fo clearly the folly of taking the thorn out of anorhef 
man's foot, to thruft it into his own, that in the end he returned the Cardinal this anfwer, 
That be would do well not to precipitate this maris trial, but delay it until bis' cowing, for as 
to himfelf* he would not confent to his death before the caufe was very well examined* and if 
the Cardinal fhould do otbermfe* he would make protefialion* that the blood of this man fhould 
be required at his hands. When the Cardinal received this meffage, he was equally angry 
and perplexed ; yet determined however to go on, and therefore fent this return to the 
Governor, That he had not written to him about this matter* as fuppofing himfelf to be any 
way dependant upon his authority* but from a defer e that the profecution and conviction of He- 
retics might have a /hew of public confent* which fence he could not this way obtain* he would 
proceed in that way which to him appeared the mo fl proper (q). Accordingly he went on 
to try Mr. Wifhart upon eighteen articles, notwkhftanding his appeal, as being the Go- 
vernor's prifoner, to a temporal judicatory ; and having condemned, caufed him to be 
burnt at St. Andrews, on the fecond of March, forbidding likewife all perfons.to pray 
for him, whom he ftyled an obftinate Heretic, under pain of incurring the fevered cen- 
fures of the Church (r). He died with great firmnefs, conftancy, and Chriftian courage ; 
and, if we may believe many of the writers of thofe times, prophefied in the midft of the 
flames, not only the approaching death of the Cardinal, but the circumftances alfo that 
fhould attend it; which, however, has been called in queftion by others, who treat it 
as a ftory invented after his and the Cardinal's death (s) [M], The boldnefs of this 

proceeding 

[M] As a ftory invented after his and the Cardinal's Reverend Mr. Keith fuggefts that the ftory is very 
death. ] It muft be allowed, that the difcufling of this doubtful, if not plainly falfe. As this is a very ten* 
fact is one of the raoft curious points in the hiftory of der point, and feems to bear very hard, not only 
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our Cardinal, and therefore it feems but requifite to 
give as clear and fair account of it as may be. And 
as we find none in any of our authors which can an- 
fwer this purpofe fo well, we mall pre fent the reader 
with that of Mr. George Buchanan, of which indeed 
moft of the reft feem to be but copies, and thofe too, 
in all refpects, very far inferior to their original. Our 
author, having given an account of the manner in 
which Mr. George Wifhart fpent the morning of his 
execution, proceeds thus (79). f A while after, two 

* executioners were fent to him by the Cardinal; one 

* of them put a black linen fhirt upon him, and the 

* other bound many little bags of gunpowder to all 

* the parts of his body. In this drefs they brought 

* him forth, and commanded him to flay in the Go- 

* vernor's outer-chamber, and at the fame time they 

* erected a wooden fcaffold in the court before the 
' caftle, and made up a pile of wood. The windows 

* and balconies over againft it were all hung with ta- 

* peltry and filk hangings, with cufhions for the Car- 

* dinal, and his train to behold, and take pleafure in 

* the joyful fight, even the torture of an innocent 

* man. Thus courting the favour of the people as 

* the author of fo notable a deed. There was alfo 
4 a great guard of foldiers, not fo much to fee u re 

* the execution, as for a vain orientation of power. 

* And befide, brafs guns were placed up and down 

* in all convenient places of the caftle. Thus, while 

* the trumpets founded, George was brought forth, 

* mounted the fcaffold, and was faftened with a cord 

* to the (take, and having fcarcely obtained liberty to 

* pray for the Church of God, the executioners fired 

* the wood, which immediately taking hold of the 

* powder that was tied about him, blew it up into 

* flame and fmoke. The governor of the caftle, who 

* flood fo near that he was finged with the flame, ex- 

* horted him in a few words to be of good cheer, and 

* to afk pardon of God for his offences. To whom he 
' replied, This flame occaflons trouble to my body 
f indeed, but it; hath in nowife broken my fpirit. But 

* he who now fo proudly looks down upon me from 

* yonder lofty place (pointing to the Cardinal), mail 

* ere long be as ignominioufly thrown down, as now 

* he proudly lolls at his eafe. Having thus fpoken, 
' they ftraitened the rope which was tied about his 
' neck, and fo ftrangled him, his body in a few 
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upon the authority of Buchanan, but upon the judg- 
ment of all the writers that have tranferibed him, I 
(hall cite the words of my author, that I may not ei- 
ther weaken or ftrengthen his arguments by a different 
manner of expremng them (80). 4 I confefs I give 

* but fmall credit to this, and to fome other things 
? related of thofe perfons that fuffered for religion in 

* our country, and which upon that account I have 

* all along omitted to narrate. I own I think them 
e ridiculous enough, and feemingly contrived, at leaft 
€ magnified, on purpofe to render the judges and 

* clergymen of that time odious and defpicable in the 

* eyes of men. And as to this paftage concerning 

< Mr. Wifhart, it may be noticed, that there is not 
1 one word of it to be met with in the fir II edition of 

* Mr. Knox's hiftory ; and if the thing had been true 

* in fafl, I cannot fee how Mr. Knox, who was fo 

* good an acquaintance of Mr. Wi (hart's, and no 

* farther di fiance from the place of his execution than 
' Eaft Lothian, and who continued fome months along 
' with the murderers of Cardinal Beton in the caftle 

* of St. Andrews, could neither be ignorant of the 
' ftory, nor neglect to infert in his hiftory fo remark- 

* able a prediction. And it has even its own weight, 

* that Sir David Lin d fay, who lived at that time, and 
' wrote a poem, called The Tragedy of Cardinal Beton 9 

* in which he rakes together all the word things that 
' could be fuggefted againft this Prelate, yet makes 

* no mention either of his glutting himfelf inhumanly 

* with the fpectacle of Mr. Wifhart's death, nor of 

< any prophetical intermination made by Mr. Wifhart 
' concerning the Cardinal ; nor doth Mr. Fox take 

* notice of either of thefe circumftances ; fo that I 

* am much of the mind, that it has been a ftory 
' trumped up a good time after the murder.' The 
language of this author is a little uncouth, but his 
obfervations are very weighty. As to the hiftory 
afcribed to Mr. Knox, it is undoubtedly none of his, 
but was fo called becaufe in fome meafure a hiftory of 
his actions, and becaufe taken from his books, papers 
and fermons (81). It was firft printed in octavo, in 
1570, and fuppreffed by order of Queen Elizabeth, 
next in quarto (S2), and again in folio in 1644., 
where we have this very paftage at full length, which 
fhews evidently the liberties taken with this Hiftory of 
the Reformation in Scotland, which in the main how- 
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hours being confumed to allies in the flame. The ever is a very ufeful work, and contains many things 


' Bifhops being yet mad with heat and rage, forbad 
* every body, upon great penalties, to pray for the 
1 deceafed.' We have the fame ftory told at large 
by Archbifhop Spotfwood, and more briefly by Pe- 
tri e ; but it is evident that they copied all they fay 
from Buchanan. On the other fide the queftion, the 
Vol. I. 


from Knox. I therefore think that the want of thefe 
palTages in the firft edition is a good proof that John 
Knox knew nothing either of the Cardinal's looking 
out of the window, or of Mr. Wifhart's prophecy. 
His arguments from Lindfay and Fox are likewife 
very ftrong ; for Sir David Lindfay hated the Cardi- 
O nal, 
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proceeding made a mighty noife throughout the whole kingdom. Such as were zealous 
Papifts, magnified the fpirit and fteadinefs of the Cardinal, m an i felt in this execution ; 
while others of more moderation cenfured it, as a rafh and very imprudent adion, which 
could not but be attended with very diimal confcquences ; and the friends to the Reform- 
ation openly declared, that as it was done without due courfe of law, it ought to be 
confidered as a murder (/), which if unqueftioned by the Mate, private men might revenge. 
As for the Cardinal, he did not feem to be highly concerned at the rumours which his 
th^RefemiSio? conduft in this matter had raifed. He was fo much perfuaded 'in himielf of his great 
intereft among the nobility, that he did not apprehend any fort of danger from the Go- 
vernor's difpleafure ; and, on the other hand, he thought, that having embarked the 
whole clergy of Scotland in the fame caule with himfelf, by engaging them fo deeply in 
this profecution, he was fure of their afliftance\ and of all the in ereft they had among the 
people (a). There is a circumftance mentioned by feveral hiltorians, which very plainly 
proves, that the Cardinal was at this time at the height of his fortune and wifhes, and 
that he was intent upon nothing, but the means of adding to and frcuring this profperity 
for the future. For it was in order to this, that he went, {oon after the death of Mr. 
Wifhart, to Finhaven, the feat of the Earl of Crawfurd, to folemnize a marriage, between 
the eldeft fon of that nobleman, and his own natural daughter Margaret, which was per- 
formed with great pomp and fplendour (w ), This fa£t is the cleared proof that the Cardinal 
HTfti S r P °o^he dS k ac * no dread or terror upon his mind, but thought his ftate and condition as fafe and fe- 
church of scot- cure, if not more fo, than ever; and it like wife proves, that he flood in very high credit with 
the principal nobility of Scotland, when he was able to marry his naturaldaughter, to the heir 
apparent of one of the mod ancient and honourable families i-n that kingdom. But while he 
was thus employed, and in the midft of the rejoicings occafioned by this match, he had 
intelligence that an Englifh fquadron was upon the coaft, and that confequently an inva- 
fion was to be feared. The Cardinal upon this returned immediately to St. Andrews, and 
appointed a day for the nobility and gentry of that country, which is very open, and 
much expofed to the fea, to meet and conlult about the proper means of raifing fuch a 
force, as might be fufficient to fecure them from any attempt of that nature (#). He 
began, likewife, to ftrengthen the fortifications of his own caftle at that city, into which he 
was at any time able to put a garrifon of his own, fufficient to defend it. But the time of 
meeting not being come, and no farther news being heard of the Englifh fleet, he was 
more intent upon rendering this caftle tenable againft a foreign force, than folicitous 
about aflembling fuch a number of men, or taking fuch other precautions, as might fecure 
him from being furprifed by his enemies at home, of which, for any thing that appears 
in hiftory, he dqes not feem to have had the leaft fufpicion (y). But while he was bufy m H ;a. ofthe 
about theie matters, there came to him the eldeft fon of the Earl of Rothes, Mr. Norman 

Reformation in 

Lefley, a gentleman with whom he had a very intimate friend/hip, and who expefted Bu^n^RcVuS 
from him on that account fome favour, which the Cardinal abfolutely refufed him, and ? cot - HifK 
provoked him thereby to fuch a degree, that they parted in great difpleafure f z). It hb * XT * 
happened that this gentleman's uncle, Mr. John Lefley, was one of the molt violent Buchan, 
enemies the Cardinal had in the world, and he knowing his nephew's p.iflionate temper ub'xv.^ Hift# 
and daring fpirit, repaired to him immediately, aggravated the injury done him by the Hi ^°( the . 
Cardinal, and brought with him feveral other pertons who thought themfelves wronaed ScoZZ^jo. 
by that Prelate ; .and after a fhort conference together, it was refolved to cut him off. H^fch* 
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nal, who drove him from court; was a friend to the 
Reformation, and a hearer of Wifhart's, and wrote 
immediately after the Cardinal's death. As for Fox, 
he had the beft informations from Scotland that could 
be, and he always quotes them, fo that thefe pafl'ages 
being wanting in his work, is very ftrong evidence 
they were not then heard of in Scotland : if they had, 
unqueftionably they would have been fent to him. 
But there is ftill fomething more to be added on this 
head, that will add to the weight of Mr. Keith's ob- 


appendix, for the fake of giving us from Hall an ac- 
count of his firft vifitation, when he condemned Sir 
John Borthwick, May 28, 1540, for Herefy ; and in 
the clofe of this account we are told, that by the juft 
judgment of God, fix years afterwards, the iaid Car- 
dinal on the fame month, day, and hour, was killed, 
and afterwards fhamefully hanged out at a window of 
his own caftle, in all the pompous habiliments of his 
dignity. Sed ecce mirum divin* providential judicium 
fexto poft anno^ eifdemq\ menfe die et hora, occi/us pr*- 
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jeftion, which is this, that our famous John Bale has fatus Cardinalis fuit, probro expofitus, et ad fene'ltram 
given us an article of Cardinal Beaton (8 ), in which fui caftri, in folenni Cardinalatus aptaratu fujpeiifus ut 
the burning of Mr. Wifhart, and the murder of the difium eft. Bale printed this, as appears by the colo 
Cardinal are both mentioned, but not one word of phon of his book in 1 
the Cardinal's beholding the execution, or of the 
Martyr's prophecy. Yet John Bale wrote his four- 
teenth Century of learned men to include the Scots, 
dedicated it to Alexander Ales and John Knox, of 
whofe friendfhip to him, and their communications in 
a literary way, he makes honourable mention, having 
had their company long in exile, into which John 
Knox was driven for adhering to the Cardinal's mur- 
derers. This feems a very ftrong proof that neither 
he nor they ever heard of this wonderful prophecy, or 
the manner in which it was fo furprifmgly fulfilled ; 
fince, if they had, fuch as are acquainted with the 
characters of the men and their writings, will fcarccly 
believe they could be omitted. But there is itill one 
circumftance more, which feems abfolutely conclufive'. 
Bale has sdded to his article of Cardinal Beaton an 


February 1559, which is but 
in years after the faft, and in that fpace he had 
rfed long with John Knox, who acled as paftor 
and preacher to thole, who after they had killed the 
Cardinal held out the caftle of St. Andrews againft 
the Government, and who knowing both Bale's de- 
figti of writing, and all the circumftances of the Car- 
would never have iuffered him to make 
e as this about the judgment vifible 
On the other hand, however, fome who 


dinal's death 
fuch a miltake 
therein. 

favoured the Cardinal, to combat this prophecy of 
George Wifliart the martyr, have invented a ltory 
that he was privy to the confpiracy formed to murder 
him, and fo might foretel his end without infpiration 
(84). A notion as indifferently fupported by proof, 
though as roundly aflcrted as the former. 

There 
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There were but a very few concerned in this confpiracy, and of them the principal perfons 
were, Norman Lefiey, John LeG£y, William Kirealdy of Grange, Peter Carmichael of Fife, 
and James Melvile (a). The fcheme they laid, was to meet at St. Andrews with as much 
privacy as was pofTible, and to furprife the caftle in. the morning, before the Cardinal's 
fervants were ftirring ; and they entered into an agreement under their hands, to be at 
that city on the twenty-eighth of May, and to behave in the mean time in fuch a 
manner, as to afford no room for fufpicion. Accordingly, at the time agreed on, Nor- 
man Lefley came, with no more than five perfons, and went to the place where he 
ufually lodged ; William Kirealdy was there a day before; but John LeQey, becaufe he 
was known to be the Cardinal's avowed enemy, did not come till it was almoft dark. 
On Saturday morning the twenty-ninth of May, they met in the abbey church-yard 
about three o'clock, being no more than twelve in all (b). There they agreed, that 
Kirealdy (hould take fix perfons with him and fecure the gate, that the reft might enter, 
which he accordingly did, entertaining the porter with fome difcourfe, about the time 
when the Cardinal would be ftirring and might be fpoke with *, then came Norman 
Lefley and two more and laftly John Lefley with the other two, upon the fight of 
whom, the porter made towards the draw- bridge, but they feized him, took the keys 
from him, and fee u red the gate (r). The next thing they did, was to fend four perfons 
to watch the Cardinal's chamber, that he might have no notice given him of what was do- 
ing : they afterwards went and called up the fervants, to whom they were very well known, 
and turned them, to the number of fifty, out at the gate, as they did above an hundred 
workmen employed in repairing the caftle ; but the eldeft fon of the Regent, who was 
with the Cardinal, they kept for their own fecurity. All this they did with fo little noife, 
that the Cardinal was not waked till they knocked at his chamber door, upon which he 
cried out, Who is there? John Lefley anfwered, My name is Lefley; Which Lefley? 
replied the Cardinal, Is it Norman? Anfwer was made him, That he mull open the 
door to thofe wno were there ; in It e ad of doing which he fecured it the beft he could (d). 
They then called for fire, and while it was fetching he conferred with them, and upon 
promife made him that no violence fhould be ufed towards his perfon, he opened the door, 
when rulhing in with their fwords drawn, they without any regard to their promife given 
immediately murdered him (<?)• Thus fell the great Cardinal of St. Andrews, by a fmall 
number of private enemies, after he had managed, in a manner abfolutely, all the affairs of 
Scotland for feven years, and had overcome ieveral powerful oppofitions formed againft 
him. The circumftances of his death have been differently reported, and varioufly cen- 
fured, according to the fentiments of thofe by whom they are recorded (f) [JVj. As for 
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[N] According to the fentiments of thofe ly avhom they 
are recorded,'] In the account of the Cardinal's death 
we have given in the text, we depend chiefly on the 
authority of Archbifhop Spotfwood, which agrees very 
well with that of Buchanan, excepting that there are 
fome ftrokes of bitternefs in the one, which are very 
prudently left out in the other. It is, however, very 
material to fee the colours which Buchanan gives to 
this action, becaufe there is no doubt but that he, 
who was well acquainted with the principal perfons 
concerned therein, had as good intelligence as it was 
poffible, both of the real grounds upon which this ac- 
tion was committed, and the pretences given out to 
fave appearances in the world, and to juftify the con- 
duct of thofe concerned in it, as far as pofTible. Bu- 
chanan having related the manner of Wifhart's filter- 
ing, and the reputation the Cardinal acquired there- 
by with the popilh party, proceeds thus (85) : * This 
' luxuriant and fuperlative joy of the priefts for their ob- 
1 tained victory, rather irritated than difcouraged the 

* minds not only of the promifcuous vulgar, but even 

* of fome great and noble perfons too. They fretted 

* that things were come to that pafs by their pufilani- 
1 mity and cowardice, and now they thought fome 
1 bold acl or other was to be attempted and hazarded, 

* or elfe they mult remain flaves for ever. Led by 

* this fame motive, more company came in to them, 

* whofe grief forced them to break out into complaints 
1 againft the Cardinal ; fo they encouraged one ano- 

* ther to rid this Prieft out of the way, and either to 

* recover their liberty, or lofe their lives. For what 

* hopes of thriving, faid they, can there be under fo 

* arrogant a prieft, and fo cruel a tyrant, who makes 

* war againft God as well as man, and thofe not his 

* enemies only, as were all fuch as had e Mates, or 

* were any way pious, but for a fmall grudge he will 

* haul a man as a hog out of the fty to be facrificed to 

* his lufts ? And befides, he is a public encourager 

* and maintainer of war both at home and abroad, 

* and in his private capacity he mixeth the love of 

* harlots with lawful marriages, legitimate wedlock 


1 he di/Tolves at pleafure, at home he wallows in luft 
1 among his minions, and abroad he ravages to de- 
' ftroy the innocent.' As for Bifhop Lefly, he gives 
but a very ftiort account of the matter : but, however, 
he obferves that the murder was committed by men, 
who, whatever they might pretend of zeal for the 
public good, were in reality highly incenfed againft: 
the Cardinal from private and particular motives (86). 
Norman Lefly was angry becaufe the eftate of E after 
Weems was taken from him upon Lord Colvin's be- 
ing pardoned, which had been given to him upon 
that Lord's forfeiting. John Lefly had borne an old 
grudge againft the Cardinal, and had publicly vowed 
revenge. As for Kirealdy of Grange, he was moved 
to it by his refentment for his father's being removed 
from the poll of treafurer in the late King's reign, 
which he had executed with great advantage to him- 
felf, and with much fatisfaction to the people. In 
refpect to Carmichael, he too had a difpute with the 
Cardinal about lands, for which he hated him mor- 
tally. As for the reft of the people concerned in the 
fact, they were either dependants upon, or fervants 
to, the gentlemen before mentioned, and at their 
command would have done the fame thing againft any 
other perfon. The account of the Cardinal's death, 
which is inferted in his hiftory of his own times by the 
famous Prefident de Thou, better known by his Latin 
name Thuanus, is taken from Buchanan, upon whofe 
credit he relates at large the circumftance of Mr. 
Wifh art's prophecy, and the accomplifhment of it in 
fuch a manner, as very plainly fhews that he firmly 
believed it (87). But it is very remarkable, that 
William Harrifon, or whoever compiled the hiftory 
of Scotland, which is inferted in the fir ft volume of 
Holinfhed's Chronicle, though he takes the whole of 
the ftory from Buchanan, yet omits that circumftance 
(88) ; and though in another place he gives fome ac- 
count of the life of Cardinal Beaton, Archbifhop of 
St. Andrews, yet he fays nothing therein either of 
Wifhart's foretelling his death, or of its being looked 
upon as the judgment of God on the Cardinal for 

that 
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the charafter of this famous man, it may beft be colk&ed from his afUons, That he had 
great parts is certain, and that his pride and ambition were boundleis is no lels certain ; 

that 
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that pious man's fuftering (89), which is the more 
extraordinary, becaufe Buchanan infills fo much upon 
it, and makes it the chief reafon why the people of 
St. Andrews difperfed and raifed the fiege of the 
caftle immediately after the fatt was committed (90). 
In The Hiftory of the Reformation df Religion in Scot- 
land, which, as we have faid, is commonly afcribed 
to John Knox, as being for the moll part taken from 
his papers, there is a very full relation of this tranf- 
aclion, and with circumftances fo different from thofe 
that are contained in the other accounts, that it de- 
ferves the reader's particular notice, the rather be- 
caufe it is this very paffage which induced Archbifhop 
Spotfwood to maintain, that great injury was done to 
Mr. Knox in publifhing that book under his name 
(91). But if it be confidered, that Mr. Knox of his 
own accord went into the caftle of St. Andrews, and 
preached for many months to the perfons concerned, 
we can hardly fuppofe that if he left any papers relat- 
ing to the hiftory of the Church, he fhould omit fo 
remarkable a paflage as this, with the particulars of 
which fcarcely any man could be fo well acquainted as 
himfelf. The account before mentioned (92) runs 
thus. * Many purpofes were devifed how that wick- 

* ed man might have been taken away, but all failed 

* till Friday the 28th of May, 1546, when the afore - 

* faid Norman came at night to St. Andrews, Wil- 

* liam Kirkaldy of Grange Younger was in the town 
f before, waiting upon the purpofe ; laft came John 

* Lefly afore faid, who was moft fufpected. What 

* conclufion they took that night it was not known 

* but by the ifl'ue that followed. But early upon 

* the Saturday in the morning, the 29th of May, 

* were they in fundry companies in the Abbey 

* church-yard, not far diftant from the caftle. Firft, 

* the gates being open, and the draw-bridge let 

* down for receiving of lime and ftone, and other 

* things necefTaries for building (for Babylon was al- 

* moft finifhed), rjrft, we fay, aftayed William Kir- 

* kaldy of Grange Younger, and with him fix perfons, 

* and getting entry, held purpofe with the porter if 

* my Lord Cardinal was waking? Who anfwered, 

* No ; and fo it was indeed, for he had been bu fy at 

* his- accounts with Mrs. Marion Ogilby that night, 

* who was efpied to depart from him by the privy 

* poftern that morning, and therefore quietnefs, after 
' the rules of phyfic, and a morning fleep, was re- 

* quifite for my Lord. While the faid William and 

* the porter talked, and his fervants made them to 
4 look to the work and the workmen, approached 

* Norman Lefly with his company, and becaufe they 

* were no great number, they eafily got entry. They 
' advanced to the midft of the court, and immedi- 
4 ately came John Lefly fomewhat rudely, and four 

* perfons with him. The porter fearing, would have 
"* drawn the bridge, but the faid John being entered 

* therein, ftaid it and leaped in, and while the porter 

* made him for defence, his head was broke, the keys 

* were taken from him, and he caft into the ditch, 

* and fo the place was feized. The workmen, to the 

* number of more than an hundred, ran to the walls, 

* and were without hurt put forth at the wicket- 

* gate. The firft thing that ever was done, William 

* Kirkaldy took the guard of the privy poftern, fear- 
4 ing that the fox fhould have efcaped. Then go the 

* reft to the gentlemen's chambers, and without vio- 

* lence done to any man, they put more than fifty 

* perfons to the gate. The number that enterprifed, 
' and did this, was but fixteen perfons. The Cardi- 
' nal waking with the ihouts, aiked from his window, 

* What meant that noife ? It was anfwered, That 

* Norman Lefly had taken his caftle; which under- 

* flood, he run to the poftern, but perceiving the 

* paflage to be kept without, he returned quickly to 

* his chamber, and took his two-handed fword, and 

* caufed his chamberlain to caft chefts and other im- 

* pediments to the door. In the mean time came 
4 forth John Lefly unTo it, and bids open. The Car- 

* dinal afking, Who calls ? He anfwered, My name is 
4 Lefly. He demands again, // that Norman ? The 

* other fays, No, my name is John. I will have Nor- 
' man, fays the Cardinal, for he is my friend. Con- 

* Untyourfelf with fuch as an here, for others jhallyou. 
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get none. There were with the faid John, Jame* 
Melvin, a man familiarly acquainted with Matter 
George Wifcharde, and Peter Clfarmichael, a flout 
gentleman. In the mean time, while they force at 
the door, the Cardinal hides a box of gold under 
coals that were laid in a fecret corner. At length 
he afks, Will ye fave my life? The faid John ari- 
fwers, It may be that we will. Nay (faid the Car- 
dinal), fwear unto me by God's wounds, and I will 
open you. Then anfwered the faid John, It that 
wo as faid is unfaid, and fo cried, Fire / fire ! (for 
the door was very ftrong), and fo was b nought a 
chimney full of burning coal, which perceived, the 
Cardinal, or his chamberlain (it is uncertain), 
opened the door, and the Cardinal fat down in a 
chair, and cried, I am a Prieft ! I am a Prieft ! ye 
will not flay me. The faid John Lefly (according to 
his former vows) ftroke him once or twice, and fo 
did the faid Peter. But James Melvin (a man of 
nature moft gentele and moft modeft) perceiving 
them both in choler, withdrew them, and faid, 
This work and judgment of God (although it he fe- 
cret) ought to he done with greater gra vity ; and pre- 
fenting unto him the point of the fword, faid, Re- 
pent thee of thy former wicked life, hut efpecially of 
the jhedding of the blood of that notable inftrument of 
God, Mr. George Wifcharde, which albeit the flame 
of fire eonfumed before men, yet cries it for vengeance 
upon thee, and we from God are fent to revenge it ; for 
here, before my God, I proteft, that neither the hatred 
of thy perfon, the love of thy riches, nor the fear of 
any trouble thou could have to me in particular, moved 
or moveth me to ftrike thee, but only becaufe thou haft 
been, and remained an obftinate enemy againft Chrifl 
Jefus and the holy go/pel. And fo he ftroke him 
twice or thrice through with a flag fword, and fo 
he fell, never heard word out of his mouth, but / 
am a Prieft ! Fie ! fie / all is gone ! While they 
were bufied with the Cardinal, the fray rofe in the 
town, the Provoft raifed the commonalty, and comes 
to the houfe fide, crying, What have you done with 
my Lord Cardinal? Where is my Lord Cardinal? 
Have ye fain my Lord Cardinal? They that were 
within anfwered gently, Beft it were for you to return 
to your own houfes, for the man ye call the Cardinal 
has received the reward, and in his own perfon will 
trouble the world no more. But then they more in- 
raged ly cry out, we fliall never depart till we fee 
him, and fo was he brought to the Eaft Block- houfe 
head, and fliewed dead over the wall to the faith- 
lefs multitude, which would not believe before they 
faw, and fo they departed without, Requiem /eter- 
nam et requiefcat in pace, fung for his foul. Now 
becaufe the weather was hot (for it was in May, as 
ye have heard) and his funerals could not foon be 
prepared, it was thought beft to keep him from 
ilinking to give him great fait enough, a cope of 
lead, and a corner in the bottom of the fea tower 
(a place wherein many of God's children have been 
imprifoned before), to wait what exequies his bre- 
thren the Bifhops would prepare for him. Thefe 
things we write merrily, but we would that the 
reader fhould obferve God's juft judgments, and how 
he can deprehend the worldly wife in their owa 
opinion, make their table to be a fnarc to trap their 
own feet, and their purpofed ftrength to be their 
own deftrudlion. Thefe are the works of our God, 
whereby he would admonifh the tyrants of this 
earth, that in the end he will be revenged of their 
cruelty what ftrength foever they make to the con- 
trary. But fuch is the blindnefs of man (as David 
faith), that the pofterity doth ever follow the foot- 
Heps of their wicked fathers, and principally in 
their impiety, for how little differs the cruelty of 
that baftard, that yet is called Bifhop of St. An- 
drews, from the cruelty of the former, we will after 
hear.' It feems from this laft paffage, that this ac- 
count was written very foon after the thin* happened, 
and while all the circumftances were frefh in the wri- 
ter s mind, which renders it fo much the more pro- 
bable it was really penned by John Knox ; and an- 
other circumflance which makes it ftill more likely is, 
that the whole relation is found in the firft odavo edi- 
tion. 
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that he was a zealous friend to the Popifti religion cannot be doubted, and that this zeal of 
his altered his natural temper is very probable ; for excepting in matters of religion, he was 
fo far from a&ing with feverity, that he feems to have carried every thing rather by per- 
fuafion than by f jrce. Though he was not remarkable for his learning by any writings that 
he publifhed, yet he was very far from being deficient in that point ; and though he is 
grievoufly cenlured by fome, as well as highly extolled by others, yet it ieems to be a 
thing agreed by all, that his ab'litics were no way inferior to his fortune (g) [OJ. He was 
a great friend to his family, and though a Prieft, left behind him pollericy, which yet 

maintain 
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tion. But whereas in that edition againft the recital 
of James Melvin's killing the Cardinal, there was 
this marginal note t the goldly fact and words of 

* James Melvin the word goldly in the quarto and 
folio editions is left out. We mufl confider this 
however as a compliance with the milder difpofition 
of the times, for Mr. Fox the Martyrologift fcruples 
not faying, the gentlemen were Jlirrcd up by the Lord 
(93). Mr. Calderwood (94) alio tells us, in the fame 
fpirit with Mr. Fox, the Cardinal intended further if 
the Lord lad net ftirred up fome men of courage to cut 
him off' in time. Upon^ thefe infinuations the Reve- 
rend Mr. Jeremy Collier reflects very feverely, and 
fays it is ftrange to allonifhment men fhould defend 
fuch things (95). The right Reverend Bilhop Bur- 
net ipeaks of this transaction thus (96). 4 This fact 
4 was differently cenfurcd, feme juitified it, and faid 
4 it was only killing a mighty robber; others, that 
4 were glad he was out of the way, yet condemned 
4 the manner of it as treacherous and inhuman ; and 
4 though fome of the preachers did afterwards fly to 
4 that cattle as a fanctuary, yet none of them were 
4 neither actors or con Tenters to it. It is true they 
4 did generally extenuate it, yet I do not find that 
4 any of them juitified it. The exemplary and fignal 

* en''s of almolt all the confpirators, fcarce any of 
4 them dying an ordinary death, made all people the 
4 more inclined to condemn it.' It is not at all 
ftrange, that even men of fenfe and learning fhould 
differ in their opinions of this fact : but it is very 
ftrr.nge, that amongft all the Hiitorians that have 
mentioned it, there are fcarcely two that fix it upon 
the fame day. To begin with Buchanan: He fays 
the days were then very long, for it was about the 
Nones, i. e. the 7th of May. Bifliop Lefly places it 
on the 30th of May. Dempfter tells us he fuffered 
on the 28th of May. John Bale fays the fame. 
Petrie, in his CJiurch Hiftory, fays politively it was 
on the 7th of May in the morning. In Holinihed's 
Chronicle he is faid to have been killed on the 13th ; 
but in the Hiflory of the Refor?nation of Scotland, both 
the day of the week and the day of the month are 
fixed, viz. Saturday, May the 29th, which is fol- 
lowed by Archbiihop Spotivvood, and by Mr. Keith. 
I am the rather inclined to think that this is a right 
date, becaufe I find that the 29th of May fell that 
year upon a Saturday, and that the Cardinal was 
killed on that day of the week, is fet down in feveral 
collections of thofe times. The reader will the lefs 
wonder at this, when he is told that the death of 
King James V., ard indeed the mcft remarkable 
dates in the Scotch hiitory, are net at all better fixed 
than this ; fo that there cannot well be a more trou- 
blefome talk alrigned, than to put the memoirs of any 
remarkable perfon of that nation into tolerable order, 
more efpecially if the facts relating to him are men- 
tioned by feveral Hiftorians, who in this, as well as 
in other points, feldorn or never agree. 

[O] His abilities were no way inferior to his for- 
tune, i It has been already fhewn, in what light Bu- 
chanan would have the Cardinal confideredin the de- 
scription he gives us of him, before he proceeds to the 
account of his death (97). Bifhop Lelly fpeaks of 
him with great reverence and refpect, but without 
giving us any large or full character of him (98). In 
the Hifory of the Reformation of Religion in Scotland \ 
he is repreiented as a moil barbarous and bloody man, 


and he is fcarcely mentioned in that book without 
fome mark of infamy and reproach. It is hinted that 
he poifoned his mailer, it is luggefted that he had an 
intrigue with the Queen, it is pofi lively affirmed he 
more than once contrived to have Mr. Wilhart mur- 
(99^ Hift. *f the dered (99). But there is fo much heat and paffion ex- 
keformation in prefled, that it is impolTible to give any great credit 
Scotland, p. $4. to vv hat i«> aiTerted there without proof. Spotfwood, 
*■* 47 * 5 °' 53' though he relates his actions largely, yet declines fay- 
Vol. II. 


ing any thing of his conduct or behaviour, excepting 
where he condemns him for cruelty, for perfecudng 
the favourers of the Reformation. Paulus Jovius, in 
his defcription of Scotland, fpeaking of St. Andrews, 
delivers himfelf thus (100). /// which See David 
Beaton at prefent prefdes, honoured with the purple; 
and no lefs difinguijhed by the lujlre of his great actions, 
and the fuperiority of his genius. John Bale bellows 
on him a very indifferent character ; but fuch an one 
as it is the reader mall have it in his own words (101). 

* David Beaton defcended from no extraordinary fa- 
4 mily in Scotland, was, at his fetting out in the 
4 world, a young man of a bold and wicked fpirit, 
4 and, firll in his own country, afterwards in Paris, 
4 gave himfelf over entirely to flattery, ambition, 
4 and luxury, and the finding out fome means for 
4 the fupport of thefe. He wrought in fuch a man- 
4 ner, that after feme embalfies to Francis I. and 
4 Paul III., he was preferred to be Arch bifhop of St. 
4 Andrews, and Primate of Scotland, that he might 
4 extinguifh the goipel of Chrift, which began to be 
c preached there by thofe who came out of England. 
1 Such was his behaviour in this ftation, and he fo 
1 perfecuted the godly, that by the fame Paul III. he 
4 was made Cardinal Prieft, and Apoitolick Legate, 
1 C5V.' Dempfter only fays, * That having merited 
i exceedingly cf the Catholick religion, and of his coun- 
4 try, he was promoted to thefe dignities.' But I have 
feen a fupplement to Dempfter, in which there is the 
following account of this great man, which in my 
judgment comes very near the truth. 4 It frequently 
' happens, that the fame great qualities of mind 
4 which enable a man to diilinguifh himfelf by the 
1 fplendour of his virtues, are fo over-ftrdined or cor- 
4 rupted, as to render him no iefs notorious for his 
4 vices. Of this we have many inftances in ancient 
? writers, but none by which it is more clearly dif- 
' played, than in the character of the Cardinal Arch- 

* bifhop of St. Andrews, David Beaton, who from 
\ his very childhood was extremely remarkable, and 
4 whofe violent death had this in it fingular, that his 
4 enemies knew no way to remove him from his ab- 
4 folute authority but that. When he was but ten 
4 years of age he fpoke with fo much eafe and gravity, 
4 with fo much good fenfe, and freedom from affec- 
4 tation, as furprized all who heard him. When he 
4 was little more than twenty, he became known to 
6 the Duke of Albany and to the court of France, 
4 where he tranfacted affairs of the greateft import- 
4 ance, at an age when others begin to be acquainted 
4 with them only in books. Before he was thirty he 
c had merited the confidence of the Regent, the at- 

* tention of the French King, and the favour of his 

* matter, fo that they were all fuitors to the court of 
4 Rome in his behalf. He was foon after made Lord 
4 Privy- Seal, and appointed by act of parliament to 
4 attend the young King at his Majcfty's own defire. 
c Before he attained the forty-fifth year of his age he 
4 was Bilhop of Mirepoix in France, Cardinal of the 
4 Roman Church, Archbifhop of St. Andrews, and 
c Primate of Scotland, to which high dignities he 
c added, before he was fifty, thofe of Lord High- 
1 Chancellor, and Legate a latere. His behaviour 
1 was fo taking, that he never addicted himfelf to the 

1 fervice of any Prince or perfon, but he abfolutely 

* obtained their confidence, and this power he had 
c over the minds of others, he managed with fo much 
! prudence and difcretion, that his interefl never 
; weakened or decayed. He was the favourite of the 

Regent Duke of Albany, and of his pupil James V., 
as long as they liv d ; and the French King and 
the Governor of Scotland equally regretted his lofs. 
He was indefatigable in bufinefs, and yet managed 
it with great eafe. e underltood the interefls of 
the courts of Rome, France, and Scotland, better 
than any man of his time, and he was perfectly ac- 
P quainted 
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maintain an honourable rank in their native country (b) [PJ. He was fo well beloved by 
the people of Sc. Andrews, that as foon as they knew the cattle was feized, they rofe in 
hopes of delivering him > but his dead body being expofed from a window, their hearts 
failed them, and they difpcrfcd. The confpirators in the caftle were foon joined by many 
of their friends, who enabled them to hold out for a long time, and to make a tolerable 
capitulation at laft, in confequence of which they were tranfported to France-, but the 
cattle was afterwards demoliflied, the true reafon of which the reader will find in the 
notes (/') What Dempfter fays, as to the apparent judgment of God upon Norman 
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* quainted with the temper, influence, and weight, 

* of all the nobility in his own country. In time of 

* danger he fhewed great prudence and fteadinefs of 

* mind, and in his higheft profperity difcovered no- 

* thing of vanity or giddinefs. He was a zealous 

* churchman, and thought feverity the orrfy weapoti 

* which could combat Herefy. He loved to live 

* magnificently, though not profufely ; for at the 

* time of his death he was rich, and yet had provided 

* plentifully for his family. But his failings were 

* many, and his vices fcandalous. His pride was fo 

* great, that he quarrelled with the old Archbilhop 

* of Glafgow in his own city, and pufhed this quarrel 

* fo far, that their men fought in the very church. 
€ His ambition was boundlefs, for he took into his 

* own hands the entire management of the affairs of 

* the kingdom, civil and ecclefiaftical, and treated 
£ the Englifh Ambaflador as if he had been a fove- 

* reign Prince. He made no fcruple of fowing dif- 

* cord araongft his enemies, that he might reap fecu- 

* rity from their difputes. His jealouiy of the Go- 

* vernor was fuch, that he kept his eldeft fon as a 

* hoftage in his houfe, under pretence of taking care 
1 of his education. In point of chaftity he was very 

* deficient ; for though we ftiould fet alide as calum- 

* nies many of thofe things which his enemies have 

* reported of his intrigues,, yet the pofterity he left 

* behind him, plainly proves that he violated thofe 

* vows to gratify his paflions, which he obliged others 

* to hold facred on the penalty of their lives. In a 

* word, had his probity been equal to his parts, had 

* his virtues come up to his abilities, his end had 
■ been lefs fatal, and his memory without blemifh. 

* As it is, we ought to confider him as an eminent 
' inftance of the frailty of the brighteft human facul- 

* ties, and the inftability of what the world calls 

* Fortune.' 

He wrote, if we may depend upon Dempfter {toz), 
Memoirs of his own Embajftes ; a Threat if e of Peter's 
Primacy, which had been feen by William Barclay, 
and Letters to federal perfons : Of thefe laft there are 
ftill fome copies, faid to be preferved in the library 
of the French King. 

Yet maintain an honourable rank in their native 
country.] The lady who lived with the Cardinal as 
his concubine, was Mrs. Marion Ogilby, by whom he 
had fix children ; three fons, to each of whom he 
gave a good eftate in land ; and three daughters, 
who were married into three as good families as any 
in Scotland (103). Mrs. Ogilby was of that family, 
which has fmce born the honourable title of Earls of 
Airly, and lived many years after the deceafe of the 
Cardinal, in great credit and refpefl. One of the 
fons was Mr. Alexander Bethune, Arch-Deacon of 
Lothian, and Laird of Carfgouny, who turned Pro- 
teftant, married and eftabliftied the family of Nether- 
Tarvit, who bear quarterly, firfi and fourth azure, on 
a fefs between lozenges Or, a leaf of betony (alluding 
to the name Bethune) flipped Vert, fecond and third, 
the arms of Balfour ; crelt, a Phyfjcian 9 * fquare-cap ; 
motto, Refolutio cant a (104) ; From whence it mould 
feem, that Mr. Petrie was mifinformed, as to the 
falling of all thefe families to decay. The eldeft 
daughter married the fon and heir apparent of the 
Earl of Cravvfurd, and the marriage contract is ftill 
in being, dated at St. Andrews, April the 10th, 
1546; in which the Cardinal exprefsly ftyles the 
bride, my daughter ( 105). The fortune he gave with 
her, was 4000 marks Scots, which muft have been a 
very confiderable fum in thofe days; fince King 
Henry VIII. gave his niece, Lady Margaret Douglas, 
daughter to the Queen -Dowager of Scotland, by the 
Earl of Angus, when he married her to Matthew 
Stewart, Earl of Lennox, no more than 6800 marks 
(106). But then it is to be confidered, that the pro- 
portion between Englifh and Scotch money was not 
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the fame that it is at prefent ; for whereas the Scotch 
mark is now but thirteen pence and one third of a 
penny, it was then three millings and four pence ; 
or in other words, whereas eighteen Scotch marks 
now make a Scotch pound flerling, there were then 
in it no more than fix ; fo that the Cardinal gave his 
daughter a thoufand marks fterling, which is fix hun- 
dred fixty-fix pounds thirteen millings and four 
pence. His other two daughters married into the 
houfes of Nairn and Kelly, which, if we may depend 
upon Mr. Petrie, were ruined and come to nothing in 
his time (107). All thefe obfervations of his are cal- 
culated to fhew, that the wrath of heaven purfued the 
Cardinal's family, which is a notion equally irrecon- 
cilable to the principles of the Chriftian religion, to Ch ^> Pf "* 
thofe of common fenfe, or to matters of faft. p * 1 *" 

[%L] Fhe true reafon of which the reader will find in 
the notes.] The evening of that day in which the 
Cardinal was killed, there came in about one hundred 
and forty perfons to join thofe concerned in the 
action, and to affift them in defending the place, 
congratulating them upon the fuccefs of their enter- 
prize, and applauding them as the deliverers of their 
country (108). On the other hand, the government 
of Scotland fummoned them to appear, and anfwer in 
a judicial way, for what they had done. In this fitu- 
ation things remained from May to November, when 
the Governor, weaned out by the clamours of the 
Queen and of the Clergy, marched at length with a 
body of forces to befiege the caftle, which he did for Scotland, p. 7$* 
fbmewhat more than three months, but to no pur- 
pofe ; and therefore he raifed it, in order to go to 
Edinburgh to hold a convention of the Ritates, which 
he had fummoned to be held in February. It may 
feem ftrange, that fo fmall a body of men mould be 
fo long able to hold out fuch a place againft the force 
of a whole kingdom ; but then we are to confider, 
that at the very time they feized it, the Cardinal had 
juft repaired and fortified the place, and had filled 
the magazines, that it might be in a condition to re- 
fill the Englifh, in cafe they mould land upon that 
coaft. Befides this, they were very well fupplied 
from England, whither they fent Mr. Henry Bal- 
naves as their agent ; and they had alfo another fe- 
curity againft the Governor, which was their finding 
his eldeft fon in the caftle, whom they kept for their 
fecurity, and in the nature of a hoftage, as the Car- 
dinal had formerly done for his (109). But that (109) Spotf- 
thefe men were not fuch virtuous and godly people, wood's Hiftory 
as the Hiftory of the Reformation, and fome other of tne Church 
writers reprefent them, appears very clearly from 
what Mr. Buchanan tells us of their behaviour, after 
the Governor had raifed his fiege. ' They who held 
1 the caftle, fays he, being thus out of all fear of 
1 their enemy, did not only make frequent excmfions 

* into the neighbouring parts, and commit depreda- 
c tions with fire and fword all round, but as if the 

* liberty gotten by their arms, were to be fpent in 
f whoredom, adulteries, and fuch vices, they ran 
1 into all wickednefs which idle perfons are fubjecr. 
1 to ; for they meafured right or wrong by no other 

* rule but their own luft, neither could they be re- 

* claimed by John Knox, who then came to them, and 
« often warned them that God would not be mocked, 

* but would take fevere punilhments on thofe who 
' were violators of his laws, even by thofe whom they 
1 lealt dreamed of ; yet his exhortations could not 
' flop the courfe of their impiety (no).' The fuc- 
cefs they had in defending themfelves, did not hinder 
their liftening to propofitions made, them for furren- 
dering the place upon reafonablc conditions, amongft 
which one was, that they mould have an abfolution 
from Rome, which came over in June 1547, con- 
ceived, in other refpeds, in very itrong terms, but 
becaufe the crime of which they had been guilty was 
ftyled irremiffible, they refufed to accept it, alleging, 

that 


of Scotland, 
p. 87, 83. 
Burnet's Hift. of 
the Reforma- 
tion, Vol. i. 

P- 337> 3l8- 
Keith's Hift. of 
the Church and 
State of Scot- 
land, p. 47. 


(itc) Buchar*. 
Rer. Scot. HUt* 
lib. xv. 


(k) Dempft. 
Hift. Ecclef. 
Gent. Scot, 
lib. ii. p, 


(?ir) Burnet's 
Hift. of the 
Reformation, 
VoJ.ii. p. 3. 


(112) Buchan. 
Lcfl. Keith, 
Burnet. 


(113) Spotf- 
wood's Hiftory 
of the Church, 
p. 83. 


(114) Hift. 
Ecclcf. Gent. 
Scot. lib. ii. 
p. 88, 


(115) DeReb. 
Geft. Scot, 
lib, x, p. 48a, 


BEATON. 

Lefley, is evidently falfe, and was n<a doubt contrived to pleafe the Romanifts, and to 
pay his court to the Cardinals and other Ecclefiaftics (k) [R}. But Archbifliop Spotf- 

wood, 
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that if the crime was unpardonable, they could reap 
no benefit from a pardon. The truth of the matter 
was, that they had now from England fettled pay for 
the foldiers in the caftle, at the rate of 1180I. for 
the half year, befides good penfions for the principal 
perfons, fo that they thought there was no hafte ne- 
ceflary in making terms (i 1 1). But it was not long 
before they changed their opinions ; for, when they 
leaft expelled it, a fleet arrived from France, com- 
manded by Leon Strozzi, who blocked up the caftle 
on one fide, as the Governor did with his army on 
the other. They were now in earneft to reduce the 
place, and therefore planted fome of their artillery in 
the fteeples, which had a terrible effect, and what 
increafed their calamity was, the breaking out of the 
plague in the place itielf, by which many were car- 
ried off. Thefe misfortunes drove them to fuch dif- 
trefs, that by the end of July they were content to 
furrender, but chofe to do it by capitulation with the 
French, who granted them no other terms than pre- 
ferving their lives and carrying them over to France, 
where they were to be fet at liberty to go where they 
would (112). By this agreement the French became 
pofiefled not only of all the Cardinal's wealth and 
rich furniture, but of all that many of thefe people 
had in the world, which from a notion of fecurity 
they had brought into the caftle. As foon as they 
had evacuated the place, and the French fleet was 
failed, the caftle of St. Andrews, in purfuance of an 
act of council, was demoliftied, out of refpett, as was 
generally given out, to an injunction of the canon 
law, which directs, that the place where a Cardinal 
has been flain, fhall be ruined and laid level with the 
ground. The Governor and Council, however, pro* 
ceeded on a much better and more fubftantiai reafon, 
which was an apprehenfion that the Englifh, who at 
this time invaded their country both by land and fea, 
might make themfeives mailers of this fortrefs, and 
from thence infeft and deftroy all the neighbouring 
country, which was very open and defencelefs (113). 

[R] His court to the Cardinals and other Ecclefi- 
a/ticks.] The humour of discovering God's judg- 
ments in all remarkable events was very ftrong at this 
time, as has been largely fliewn in the courfe of this 
article ; but it muft be allowed that Dempfter out- 
does all the attempts of this kind in the following in- 
ftance (114). ' This great Prelate, as he tells us, 
4 being flain by barbarous Hereticks in his bed- 
€ chamber, his principal perfecutor Lejly pifled in his 
1 mouth, and afterwards caufed his dead body, in his 

* Cardinal's robes, to be hanged againft a wall, and 
' expofed it to facrilegious infults ; for which, how- 

* ever, God afterwards inflicted due punilhments, 

* fince none of thefe wicked murderers efcaped a vio- 

* lent death : As for Lefly himfelf falling dead from 

* his Heed, the horfe, which was a wonderful thing, 

* ftaled in his mouth, fliewing thereby the certainty 

* and fe verity (though fometimes delayed) of divine 

* vengeance.' It falls out, not a little unluckily for 
Dempfter, that he fixes on the only perfon, who, 
fuppofing this doctrine to have fome foundation, was 
moll likely to have, efcaped fuch a particular judg- 
ment, and that for this plain reafon ; that, fo far as 
we know, he was the only one concerned in the Car- 
dinal's murder, who gave public marks of his fincere 
repentance. For Bifhop Lefley (115) tells us, that 
he was wrought on while in heat of paflion to refolve 
upon this action, and that being ever afterwards dis- 
turbed with a remorfe of confcience, he laboured by 
all means poflible to atone for what was pafled, by 
doing good to the friends and relations of the de- 
ceafed Cardinal. But to fhevv the falfehood of the 
fact, and thereby remove entirely the credit of this 
ftrange ftory, it will be requifite to give a fhort ac- 
count of what became of Norman Lord Lefly to the 
time of his death. While he remained in the caftle, 
he had a penflon allowed him by King Henry VIII. 
of two hundred and eighty pounds, which he alfo 
enjoyed during the reign of King Edward VI. ; but 
upon the acceflion of Queen Mary an order of coun- 
cil was made, not only to flop the payment of all 
Scotch penfions, but alfo to oblige fuch as had re- 
ceived them to leave [the kingdom by a day certain, 
upon which he fent over a gentleman to offer his fer- 


vice to King Henry the Second of France in his wars 
againft the Emperor (1 16), which was readily ac- 
cepted on account of his known reputation for per- 
fon al courage ; and Bifhop Lefley tells us exprefsly, 
that he did this with a view to wipe off the llain he 
had brought upon his family, by being engaged in 
the flaughter of the Cardinal, for which his father 
the Earl of Rothes had been brought to his trial, and 
acquitted. In thefe wars he dillinguifhed himfelf 
moft remarkably, and we have the following account 
of the manner of his death from Sir James Melvil *, 
a man of great honour, and an eye-wirnefs of it. 
1 The Conftable of France, fays he, having befieged 
\ the city of Reny, and the Emperor having come to 
e their relief, Norman Lefly, Matter of Rothes, won 

* great reputation, for with thirty Scotfmen he rode 
1 up the hill upon a fair grey gelding ; he had above 
' his coat of black velvet his coat of armour, with 

* two broad white crofles, the one before, and the 
' other behind, with fleeves of mail, and a red bon- 

* net upon his head, whereby he was known and 

* feen afar off by the Conftable, the Duke of An- 
' guin, and the Prince of Conde, where with his 

* thirty he charged upon fixty horfe with culverines, 
5 followed but with feven of his number. He in our 
4 fight ftruck five of them from their horfes with his 

* fpear before it broke, then he drew his fword, and 

* run in amongft them, not valuing their continual 

* fliooting, to the admiration of all the beholders. 

* He flew divers of them, and at length, when he 
e faw a company of fpearmen coming down againft 
' him, he gave his horfe the fpurs, who carried him 

* to the Conftable, and there fell down dead, for he 

* had many fhots, and worthy Norman was alfo fhot 

* in divers parts, whereof he died fifteen days after. 

* He was fir ft carried to the King's own tent, where 

* the Duke of Anguin and Prince of Conde told his 

* Majefty, That Hector of Troy was not more valiant 

* than the faid Norman, whom the faid King would 
' fee dreffed by his own Chirurgeons, and made great 
f moan for him, and fo did the Conftable and all the 
' reft of the Princes, but no man made more lamen- 

* tation than the Laird of Grange, who came to the 

* camp the next day after.' As we have mentioned 
Sir James MelviFs memoirs upon this occafion, it 
may not be amifs to give an account from them 
alfo of the death of the Cardinal, which he pofltively 
afcribes to King Henry the Eighth, who, he fays, 
perceiving clearly that all his defigns on that kingdom 
were defeated by that man (117), « he, to be re- 
venged on that Cardinal, dealt with Sir George 
Douglas and the Earl of Angus, who were but 
lately returned out of England, where they had re- 
fided during the time of their banifhment till the 
death of King James V. Thefe two brothers ap- 
pearing to be of the Reformed Religion, perfuaded 
Norman Lefly, Mailer of Rothes, the young Laird 
of Grange, and John Lefly of Park-hill, who had 
been perfecuted by the faid Cardinal for religion, 
after he had taken their preacher Mr. George Wiihart, 
and burnt him at St. Andrews. Thefe, I fay, 
were eafily ftirred up to flay him, whom they were 
perfuaded to be an enemy to the true religion, to 
the welfare of the country, and to themfeives in 
particular. This proud Cardinal was flain then in 
his caftle of St. Andrews ; fo ended all his prac- 
tices, having obtained nothing but vain travel for 
his pretences, and fudden death.' If we may give 

credit to this, the putting the Cardinal to death was 
no act of patriotifm, as Buchanan reprefents it, but a 
downright con fpi racy againft a man that flood in their 
way, by a few bold Politicians who had very little, 
if any, religion. This was Archbifliop Spotfwood's 
opinion, who, though he was too honeft a man to 
frame, like Dempfter, a falfe ftory to ferve his pur- 
pofc, yet he has made no fcruple of treating the death 
of Sir William Kircaldy of Grange, who in 1573 was 
hanged in the Grafs-market of Edinburgh, for hold- 
ing out the caftle againft the Earl of Morton, then 
Regent, as a judgment upon him for the fhare he had 
in the death of the Cardinal. His words, which are 
very remarkable, are thefe (118). * Such was the 
' end of Sir William Kirkaldie of Grange, a man 
1 full of valour and courage, who had fometimes 

* done 
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wood, though he does not fpeak at all favourably of the Cardinal, feems to give into 
this opinion, concluding his account of that great Prelate's death with this obiervation (/). 
Indeed, few or none of thofe who had an hand in that work efcaped an extraordinary judgment* 
God thereby declaring* that howfoever it pleafe him* in the execution of his judgments, to ufe 
f owe times the tniniftry and fervice of men* yet he doth not allow of their wicked difpofition* and 
for the mofi part* faileth not to reward them with the farm* or the like* that they do unto 
others. 
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1 done good fervice to his country againft the French, 

* and purchafed by that means great honour : But 
' feeking ambitioufly to raife his fortunes, and 

* hearkening to perverfe counfel, he did break his 
■ faith to the Regent who had put him in truft, and 

* thereby loll all his former efteem, and drew upon 

* him fdf thefe troubles, wherein he perifhed. His 

* part was foul in the death of the Cardinal ; and for 

* it when he was in his beft eftate, many did fore- 
' deem that he mould not efcape fome misfortune.' 
Biftiop Burnet feems to have been governed in his 
opinion of this action by the fame kind of obfervation, 
for having Hated very fairly what was faid for and 
againft it, he concludes (1 19). The exemplary and 
Jignal ends of almoft all the confpirators > fcarce any of 
them dying an ordinary death, made all people more in- 
clined to condemn it, C. 

%* [There is, in general, great merit in the preced- 
ing article of Cardinal Beaton. Our ingenious prede- 
ceflbr hath taken much pains with it, and has thrown 
no fmall degree of light on feveral obfeure points in the 
Scottifh hiftory. But, after all, we are afraid that it 
is one of the articles which gives fomewhat too favour- 
able an account of the perfon to whom it relates. 
Though Cardinal Beaton's political abilities were un- 
doubtedly of the higheft kind, and fome falfe ftories 
may have been told concerning him, it is certain that 
his ambition was unbounded, that his infolence was 
carried to the greateft pitch, and that his character, 
on the whole, was extremely deteftable. His vio- 
lence, as a perfecutor, muft ever caufe his memory to 
be held in abhorrence, by all who have any feelings 
of humanity, or any regard for religious liberty. It 
is to'the honour of Mr. Guthrie, that, in his Hiftory 
of Scotland, he ufually fpeaks of our Prelate with in- 
dignation. 

Notwithstanding what is faid in the note [//], t> 


by Mon r . de Lorges Montgomery, wro commanc 
the French forces at that time in Scotland. One of 
this gentleman's inftructions was to enquire into the 
caufe of the Earl of Lenox's defection from France. 
De Lorges, thinking the Cardinal to blame, up- 
braided him with having deceived both Lenox and 
the French King. Beaton gave De Lorges the lie, 
which the latter returned with a blow on the face ; 
and had not the Lords prefent interpofed, he would 
have ltabbed the Cardinal on the fpot, calling him a 
falfe whorefon Prieft. The Queen Mother endea- 
voured to reconcile jhe parties ; but De Lorges was 
fo much exafperated, that he never would again come 
to court while Beaton was there (123). 

The ftory of Wifhart's prediction, concerning the 
fate of his malignant perfecutor, feems to be contro- 
verted on good grounds. If there be any thing in 
the fact, it certainly was not a prophecy properly fo 
called, but a mere denunciation of the divine ven- 
geance, which Wifhart might naturally think would 
fall upon the Cardinal for his iniquities. He could 
not but know, too, how hateful Beaton was to many 
perfons, and that he might be expected to become a 
victim to his arrogance and cruelty. Mr. Hume, who 
admits the prediction, fays that it was probably the 
immediate caufe of the event which it foretold (124). 
Whatever becomes of this part of the ftory concern- 
ing Wiihart's martyrdom, the other part of it, rela- 
tive to the Cardinal's viewing the execution from a 
window, is highly credible, and perfectly fuitable to 
his character. 

The fons of the Archbifhop were James, Alex- 
ander, and John. They were all legitimated in his 
own life-time, and are termed the natural fons of 
the Right Reverend, &c. Records, B, XXVI. 
No. 33© (125). 

We mall add Dr. Robertfon's character of our 
Prelate, when he mentions his pretenfions to the Re- 
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invalidate the ftory of Cardinal Beaton's having fcrgei gency. 4 The Cardinal was by nature of immo- 


King James the Fifth's will, the fact is confidered as 
an undoubted one, by the generality of modern, as 
well as the more early hiftorians. Dr. Robertfon and 
Mr. Guthrie both fpeak of it in this light. Mr. 
Hume, in the following words, hath exprefTed him- 
felf with a certain degree of caution upon the fubject. 

* He (Beaton) forged, it is faid, a will for the King, 

* appointing himfelf, and three noblemen, Regents 

* of the kingdom during the minority of the infant 

* Princefs : At leaft, for hiftorians are not well 

* agreed in the circumftances of the fact, he had read 

* to James a paper of that import, to which that 

* Monarch, during the delirium which preceded his 

* death, had given an imperfect afTent and approba- 

* tion (120).' 

With regard to the account (mentioned in note 
[L]) of feveral perfons having been condemned, 
though they were convicted of nothing but a fufpi- 
cion of having eaten a goofe on a Friday, the fact is 
denied by Walter Goodal. It is obferved, alfo, by 


derate ambition ; by long experience he had ac- 

* quired addrefs and refinement ; and infolence grew 
' upon him from continual fuccefs. His high ftatiort 
c in the Church placed him in the way of great em- 
' ployments ; his abilities were equal to the greateft 
' of thefe ; nor did he reckon any of them to be 
€ above his merit. As his own eminence was 

* founded upon the power of the Church of Rome, 
' he was a zealous defender of that fuperftition, and 
1 for the fame reafon an avowed enemy to the doc- 
' trine of the Reformers. Political motives alone 

* determined him to fupport the one or to oppofe the 
' other. His early application to public bufinefs 

* kept him unacquainted with the learning and con- 

* troverfies of the age: He gave judgment, how- 
c ever, upon all points in difpute, with a precipi- 

' [ an( T> violence, and rigour, which cotemporary / Il6) H]a of 
< hiftorians mention with indignation (126)/ We Scotland, Vol. i # 
are not entirely fatisfied with Dr. Robertfon's re- 
mark, that political motives alone determined Cardinal 
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Goodal, that Buchanan has miftaken the fenfe of Beaton to fupport the Romifti fuperftition, and fr> 

Lindfay of Pitfcottie, as it is to be found in the oppofe the Reformers. It might be fo : but at the 

MSS. copies : for that the woman was brought to fame time, it is very poffible, efpecially when we 

bed; and not the child, but herfclf only, put to confider the period in which he lived that a real bi 


death (121). The words of Lindfay, as' we have 
them in the late edition of his hiftory, are thefe : K In 
e the end of February (1546), the Queen, Gover- 
' nor, Cardinal, and Lords held a convention in St. 
Johnftown. There they caufed hang four honeft 
men for eating of a goofe on a Friday, and drowned 


gotry in favour of Popery might mix itfelf with the 
principles and views of ambition and policy. The 
death of the Cardinal, as is juftly obferved by the 
elegant hiftorian laft cited, was fatal to the Catho- 
lic religion, and to the French intereft in Scotland (127) mi, 
(j 27). So great was the ignorance of the Popifh P- 


a young woman, becaufe me refufed to pray to our Clergy of Scotland at this time, that moft of them 
Lady, in her b.rth ( iZtV imagined the New Teftament to be a compofition of 

No notice is take^m the preceding article, of a Luther's, and aflerted that the Old alone was the 


ne was the 
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public affront which, in 1545, was put upon Beaton, word of God (128). j 

rff E J T B E J? N ' °[ &k BETHUNE (JAWE*) Archbifhop of 

Glafgow, nephew to the iormer, being the fan of his elder brother Mr. Beaton or 
Bethunc of Baixour (*) * a Prelate of great prudence, moderation, and learning, as ap- 
pears 
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pears by the high chara&er given him Ijy all his contemporaries, though many differed 
from him in fentimencs, both with refpeft to Politics and Religion. He was educated 
with great care both at home and abroad, but chiefly at Paris, under the eye of Abbot 
Bethune, then Refident or Minifter from James V. to Francis I. (b) By this means he 
came very early into bufinefs, and was employed in matters of the greateft importance by 
his uncle, when he came in a manner to govern Scotland. Yet it does not appear, by 
what intermediate fteps he was raifed to the great preferment of Archbilhop of Glafgow, 
to which he was confederated in 1552, as fome writers tell us, at Rome, whither very 
probably he was fent, to lay before the Pope an account of the fituation of ecclefiaftical 
affairs after the murder of his uncle U). The authors of the common Hiftories of Scot- 
land mention him as the immediate fucceflbr of Gawen Dunbar in that See, in which 
they are right, but it was after a long vacancy, of which they take not the leaft notice. 
For Archbifhop Dunbar died June 30, 1547(d), fo that our Prelate did not fucceed 
him till five years afcerwards. He was no fooner advanced to this dignity, than he began 
to be confidered as one of the ableit, and at the fame time one of the moft powerful, per- 
fons in the kingdom (*). He had the confidence of the Earl of Arran, then Regent-, 
his niece, Mrs. Mary Beaton, was the Queen's favourite in France and in regard to his 
uncle's memory, as well as his own perfonal merit, he was highly efteemed by the Queen- 
Dowager, who was endeavouring to gain the regency of the kingdom, to which, before 
herlelf, no woman had ever afpired (f). In order to carry this point, it was judged ne- 
ceffary to procure the confent of the States, to the marriage of the young Queen to the 
Dauphin, which was accordingly done, though fecretly oppofed by the Regent; and in 
the month of December 1557, the fame Parliament which had confented to the marriage, 
appointed alio certain Commiffioners to be prefent at it(g). Thefe Commiflioners were 
James Beton, Archbifhop of Glafgow •> David Panter, Bifhop of Rofs, then Secretary of 
State; Robert Reid, Bifhop of Orkney, then Prefident of the Sefiion ; George Lefly, 
Earl of Rothes, of the Privy Council Gilbert Kennedy, Earl of CaffiKs, Lord High- 
Treafurer ; James Lord Fleming, High-Chamberlain; George Lord Seton ; James 
Stewart, Prior of St. Andrews, the Queen's baftard brother ; and James Erfkine of 
Dun (h). They had very large and ftrift inftruflions given them, in reference to the 
contracts, and other inftruments that were to be figned before the marriage ; and moft 
evident it is from them, that the States confidered this as one of the moft arduous com- 
miffions, and of the greateft confequence to the nation, ever intrufted to any fubjefts [A]. 
In difcharge of this commiffion, moft of the perfons before mentioned embarked at Leith 
the February following, and not without fuffering fome lofs, and being expofed to 
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[y/] Of the greateft confequence to the nation ever 
intrufted to any fuhjefts.] We mull, in order clearly 
to comprehend this, confider the fituation of things 
in that kingdom when this commifiion was given, 
and next the nature and defign of the commifiion it- 
ielf. The young Queen Mary was the laft of the- 
line of Stuart, and by her marriage the kingdom was 
either to obtain much good and a powerful ally, or 
muft be expofed to many and great dangers. We 
find the States agreed to her marriage with Francis, 
Dauphin of France, and the bufinefs was to provide, 
that this ftep might procure as many benefits, and , 
expofe the kingdom . to as few inconveniencies, as 
poflible ; to which end thefe commiffioners were 
chofen and inftrucled. Their commiffion, which is 
ftill preferved, bears date the 14th of December 1557, 
and is fubfenbed by the Governor, the Archbiihop 
of St. Andrews, many of the Nobility, and fome of 
the Commons ; and the principal points in their in- 
ftrudtions were, I. To obtain from their Sovereign 
Lady Queen Mary, by and with the confent of her 
Curators, before the marriage, and by and with the 
advice and confent of the King of France her father- 
in-law, and the Dauphin her hufband afterwards, a 
full and ample ratification of the act pafTed in the 
parliament held in the convent near Haddington, 
July 7, 1548, for the transferring the perfon of her 
Majeity to France. II. To obtain from the King of 
France a ratification of the promifes made to the 
Duke of Chaftelherault, for fo the Governor James 
Hamilton, Earl of Arran, had been created in that 
kingdom, for fupporting him in his claim to the fuc- 
eefuon, in cafe the Queen's Majefty mould chance to 
die without children ; to obtain farther, after the 
marriage, a declaration to the fame purpofe from the 
Queen and her hufband the Dauphin, alfo a full dif- 
charge to the faid Duke for the difpofitions he had 
made of the public money, Sec. during the time of his 
regency. III. To obtain from the Queen and Dau- 
phin a promife, in the moft ample form, to preferve 
and keep all the liberties and privileges of the realm 
of Scotland, and the laws of the fame, whole and 
entire, as in the days of her Majefty's royal anceftors, 

Vol. II. 


Kings of Scotland, IV. To obtain from the Queen 
and her future hufband, an ample commiffion for a 
Regent to govern the faid kingdom of Scotland, ac- 
cording to the laws and privileges above mentioned. 
Thefe they did accordingly obtain, in as full and 
ample manner as they were inftrucled. But fuch were 
the bafenefs and perfidy of the French court, in the 
mid ft of all this feeming candour and fair dealing, 
that they contrived to defeat thefe very grants and 
conceffions while they were making. For notwith- 
standing all the folemn declarations made by that 
King, and his fon the Dauphin, to the Queen, yet 
in one day, viz. the 4th of April, they made the 
poor young Queen fubferibe the three following pa- 
pers, viz. one, wherein fhe makes over the kingdom 
of Scotland in free gift to the King of France, to be 
enjoyed by him and his heirs, in cafe fhe fhall hap- 
pen to die without children. Another, in which fhe 
is made to affign to the King of France the poffeffion 
of the kingdom of Scotland, after her deceafe with- 
out children, until he fhall be reimbui fed of a mil- 
lion of pieces of gold, or of any great fum that he 
mail be found to have expended on her entertain- 
ment and education during her abode in France. 
And a third (the worft of all), by which the Queen 
declares, that althougn both before her marriage and 
after it, in compliance with the defire of her Parlia- 
ment, fhe mall fign a declaration touching the lineal 
fucceffion of her Crown ; yet me protefts that the ge- 
nuine fenfe of her mind is only contained in the two 
preceding papers. There are authentic copies of all 
thefe inftruments in a large fair manufcript, pre- 
ferved in the Advocates' library in Edinburgh, which 
manufcript contains all the treaties and other public 
tranfa&ions between the Crowns of France and Scot- 
land, and was by the order of Louis XIV. tranferibed 
from the public records, for, and beftowed on, the 
Lord Vifcount Prefton, when Ambaflador to him 
from King Charles II., in lieu of a considerable (but 
ufual) prefent in gold offered him at his departure, 
and by him fo depofited, for preferving thefe memo- 
rable pieces for the fatisfa&ion and benefit of latenV 
pofterity, 

much 
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much danger, arrived at Paris, where, after many dilputes, they were prefent, at laft, 
at the propoied marriage, between Francis Dauphin of France and Mary Queen of Scots, 
which was celebrated April 24, 1558, in the cathedral church of Noire Dame, the cere- 
Per(?pam«i mon y being performed by the Archbifhop of Rouen (1). On the twenty-eighth, the 
tI^C™' Commiffioncrs took an oath of allegiance to King Francis and Queen Mary 5 but when 
the French Court endeavoured to draw them into farther compliances, they (hewed a juft 
firmnels to their truft, and could not by any means be brought to yield in any thing*, 
to what was inconfiftent with their inftrudlions ; by which fteadinefs of theirs all the 
French fchemes were entirely defeated (k) [B], After all their bufinefs was difpatched, 
they began to provide for their return to Scotland j but before they were able to proceed 
from Dieppe, they loft no lefs than four of their number, and many likewife of their 
fervants, which happening in a very healthy feafon, and when there was no ficknefs in 
the country, occafioned a very ftrong fufpicion of poifon, and the more lb, as thofe died, 
who declared themfclves with mod heat againft the projefts of the French Miniftry (/). 
The Archbifhop, with the reft of the furviving Commiffioners, arriving on the ninth of 
Oftober 1558, at Montrofe, a Parliament was immediately fummoned to meet at Edin- 
burgh on the twenty-ninth of November following. To this Parliament the Archbifhop 
and his three colleagues repaired, and exhibited to the States the feveral inftruments they 
brought with them from France, as alio, a general Aft of Naturalization in favour of all 
Scotfmen which papers being read and confidered, an A<5t pafled for the general natu- 4 
ralization of the French in Scotland, and then an Adt declaring the Parliament's entire 
and abfolute approbation of the Commifiloners' conduct in every refpedt (m). The 
Archbifhop of Glafgow, after his return, aifted as a Privy- Counfellor to the Queen Dow- 
ager, appointed Regent of the kingdom of Scotland by her daughter, and laboured all 
he could to maintain peace by fair and equal meafures, to which, according to the ac- 
counts given us by the belt hiftorians, that Princefs was fincerely inclined. But by the 
arts of fome, and the open violence of others, the kingdom for the fpace of three years 
after, was a fcene of fury, fadtion, fraud, and fully, fo that all things ran into confufion, 
and this chiefly on the fcore of religion, for which, while in words both fides exprefled 
much zeal, their a&ions (hewed it was little regarded by either ; for the Papifts on one 
hand did all they could to blow up again the flames of perlecution, and on the other, 


p. 136. 


(k) Seethis 
matter explained 
in note [if], 


(I) Hiftoirede 
Frnnce, par 
Mezeray. 


(m) Seethe 
Records of Par- 
liament, in 
which all that 
regards this 
tran faction is 
iUH extant. 


( 1) See-a cetpy 
of th .s contrail 
in Keith's Hift, 
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and . tate of 
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[B] J 11 the French fchemes were entirely defeated.} 
The French upon this, as well as other great occa- 
fions, affected a great lhew of candour and good faith 
in public tran factions, though at the fame time they 
meant nothing lefs. Thus, foon after the arrival of 
the com mi (Doners, they proceeded to fign with them 
the marriage-contract, agreeably to a new commif- 
fion granted them by the Queen for that purpofe, 
that her own and the Parliament's commiflioners for 
this great affair might be the fame. This contract; 
bears date April 19, 1557(1)* and appoints the 
Sunday following, viz. the 24th, for the celebration 
of the marriage, upon which day it was accordingly 
performed. The jointure afligned by it to the Queen 
is 6o,coo Livres, in cafe the Dauphin fhall die 
King of France, or a greater fum if fuch fhall be 
found to have been ever given to a Queen of France. 
And it provides 30,000 livres in caie her hufband 
fhall die, being only Dauphin. The eldeft fon of 
the marriage to be King of France and Scotland : 
The eldeft daughter (in cafe there be no fons) to be 
Queen of Scotland only, and to be given in marriage 
by the advice of the King of France and the Eflates 
of Scotland ; and befides her inheritance of this king- 
dom, to have, as a daughter of France, 400,000 
crowns in portion, and each younger daughter 
300,000 crowns : After the death of her hufband, the 
Queen to be at liberty cither to remain in France, or 
to return into Scotland at her pleafure, and to carry 
along with her her fervants, cloaths, jewels, and 
fuch other things as belong to a Queen of France, 
and to have her jointure duly paid her in what place 
fbever fhe fhall chufe to abide : The commiffioners 
from Scotland to give prefently after the marriage, in 
name of the Eflates of Scotland, an oath of fidelity 
to the Dauphin during the fubfifting of the marriage ; 
and the Dauphin fhall bear the name and title of 
King of Scotland, and have his arms quartered with 
thofe of Scotland ; and when he comes to be King of 
France, fhall bear the title and arms of the two king- 
doms of France and Scotland united under one crown. 
And to this all parties concerned did .likewife promife 
and fwear. The rftarriage being celebrated, it was 
now thought time to try what might be done with 
the commiffioners, in order to bring them to pro- 
mote the great defign of the Guifes, which was 
under colour of this marriage to gain the entire pof- 
ieffion of Scotland. The whole is fuccinftly related 


by a great Hiftorian thus (2) : f The court of 

* France,* fays he, for fome days being tranfported 

* with the nuptial revels, when they came to them- 

* felves called the Scots AmbafTadors into council, 

* where the Chancellor of France dealt with them to 

* produce the crown and the other enngns of royalty, 

* and that the Queen's hufband fhould be created 

* King of Scotland according to cuftom. To whom 

* the AmbafTadors anfwered in fhort, That they had 

* received no commands concerning thofe matters. 

* The Chancellor replied, That no more was defired 

* of them at prefent than what was in their power, 
' viz. That when this matter came to be debated in 
4 the parliament of Scotland, they would give their 
« fuffrages in the affirmative, and give it under their 

< hands that they would do fo. That demand feemed 
L to be fuller of peremptorinefs than the former, and 

< therefore they thought it belt to reject it with great 

< vehemence and difguit, infomuch that their anfwer 

* was, That their embaffy was limited by certain in- 

* flruclions and bounds, which they neither could or 
6 would tranfgrefs ; but if they had been left free with- 

* out any reftriaion at all, yet it was not the part of 
' faithful friends to require that of them which they 
' could not grant without certain infamy and treachery , 

* though there were no danger of life in the cafe : That 

< they were willing to gratify the French, their old 
' allies, as far as the jujl laws of amity required, and 

< therefore they defired thetn to keep within the fame 
\ bounds of moderation in making their demands. 9 This 
is a very clear teltimony to the honour and fidelity of 
thd Archbimop and the reft of the commiffioners ; 
and from the lame author we have a farther account 
of what happened to them afterwards, which we 
fhall give the reader in his own words (3). * Thus 

* the AmbafTadors were difmifTed the court, and 
' th ough they haflened home as foon as they could 

' yet before they went a fhipboard, four of the chief 

< of them Gilbert Kennedy, George Lefly, Robert 
Reid, and James Fleming, all brave men and true 

' patriots, departed this life, as did likewife many 
of their retinue, not without fufpicion of poifon. 
It was thought that James, the Queen's brother, 
had alfo taken the fame dofe ; for although by rea- 
fon of the ftrength of his conflitution and his youth, 
he efcaped death at that time, yet he lay under a 

' conllant weaknefs of ftomach as long as he lived.* 
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the Reformers proceeded with fuch violence, that they feemed bent upon deftroying all 
monuments of antiquity, under colour of rooting out fuperftition (n). It was from this 
dilpofition, that the Duke of Chaftelherault, whom Cardinal Beaton drew from the Re- 
formers, and who was now gone over to them again, came with a great force to Glafgow, 
in the month of November 1559, and undeppretence of pulling down images committed 
great havoc in the cathedral, and alfo took fpfleffion of the caftle (0) : But the Arch 
bifhop, with the affiftanc£ of a few French foldiers, foon recovered the place; but per- 
ceiving (that confidering his principles) it was not probable he fliould be able to* remain 
there long in quiet, he began to prepare for a retreat into France, rcfolving to carry with 
him the treafures and records of his archiepifcopal See, which accordingly he did, in the 
month of July is6dfp% and carefully depofited what he carried, in the Scots college at 
Paris [C]. On his arrival in France, he was extremely well received by Queen Mary, 
now Sovereign alfo of that country, and by all the Court of France to whom he was be- 
fore known. Immediately after his departure, the Proteftants in Scotland named Mr. 
John Willock to preach at Glafgow, feiz'ed all the revenues of the archbifhopnc, and 
afterwards proceeded againft the perfon of our Prelate fy) As his return to his own 
country was by this means rendered in a manner impra&icable, and as his fidelity and 
capacity were well known to the Queen his miftrefs, (be refolved, after the death of the 
King her confort, and her going back to her hereditary dominions, to leave her affairs in 
France in his hands (r). Accordingly, in 1561, he was declared her AmbaflTador to the 
mod Chriftian King, and on the firft of June 1564, that commiflion was renewed (j), 
under which he aded as long as her Majefty lived, and having mod carefully preferved 
her letters, thofe of her Minifters, and other papers of (late communicated to him during 
that time-, thefe form at once the moll: complete, the moil curious, and mod authentic 
memoirs of that unfortunate reign, that are ftill anv where remaining (/). The publifli- 
ing this collection entire, would be unqueftionably a great and acceptable fervice to the 
lovers of true and genuine Hiftory [D]. While he remained at Paris in quality of Am- 

baflador 
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[C~\ Carefully depeftied <vchat he carried, in the Scots 
college at Paris. \ It was certainly a very wile and pru- 
dent ftep in the Archbifhop to fecure his church-plate 
from being plundered under pretence of Reformation. 
The violences of thofe times were fuch, that it was 
with much difficulty private property was preferved, 
and as to public offices and preferments, thev were 
coveted only for the fake of what went along with 
them ; and though there might be many zealous in 
words, yet very few in their hearts had any real con- 
cern for the good of their country. The Archbifhop 
faw and considered this, which induced him to take 
advantage of the going over of the French troops out 
of Scotland, in purfuance of a foleirm agreement for 
that purpofc, to tranfpert himfelf, his effects, and 
the treafury of his church, which it would have beci*> 
very difficult, if not impracticable for him to hive 
carried away at another time (4). It h impoflible for 
us to give any exact account of what was then taken 
away ; but the beft writers agree, that the church of 
Glafgow was very rich in plate of all foi .3, and we 
are particularly told that they had an image of Jefus 
Chrilt made of gold, and the twelve Apoftles in fii- 
ver(5). Belides the plate, he carried away all the 
writings, evidences, and records, belonging to his 
See, which by this means were preferved from deftruc- 
tion : Amongft thefe there were two chartularies, one 
of which, from its character, as well as its contents, 
is judged to be above five hundred years old ; and the 
other, commonly called The Red Book of Glafgoiv, 
was certainly written in the time of King Robert III. 
There were befides many original charters, particu- 
larly one of King David I., with the feal well pre- 
ferved, as alfo bulls from the Popes, and the grants 
to and from the Bifhops of this See, from the time of 
its firft erection (6). All thefe the Archbifhop, foon 
N after his arrival in France, placed in the monaftery of 
the Carthuhans, founded by a Bifhop of Murray in 
1325, and which has been fince known to the world 
by the name of the Scotch College at Paris, to which 
he was himfelf fo liberal a benefactor, that he has 
been efteemed a fecond founder, and befides what he 
beftowed in his lifetime, beftowed upon it at his 
death no lefs a fum than 80, coo livres for the main- 
tenance of poor fcholars of his own nation (7). Thefe 
are certainly very ample and authentic marks of a dif- 
pofition in that Prelate very fuitable to his dignity ; 
and it was this behaviour that gave him fuch credit 
at the French court as he could never have obtained 
by lefs honeft arts. This procured for him a rich 
abbey in Poictou, the treafurerfhip of St. Hilary the 
Great in the capital of that province, and the priory 
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of St. Peter's, which furnifhed him with the means of 
living decently, and affording fome afiiftance to fuch 
of his countrymen as were driven by the confufions 
at home to feek for fafety and a fubfiftcnce abroad (8). (81 Demprt. 
His behaviour in all refpects was fo prudent, and fo Hift.Eccl. Gent* 
free from any imputations of pride, felf-intereft and J 
revenge, that though he always continued faithful to 
the Queen his millrefs, and exprefled the greateft 
zeal upon all occafions for her fervice, yet we find 
little or nothing faid to his prejudice by fuch as were 
enemies to her and to all her adherents, which is a 
manifeft proof that virtue is its own reward, and that 
men who behave with duty to their benefactors, mo- 
deration towards the reft of the world, and are cha- 
ritable in their opinions of fetch as differ from them, 
may not only fecure peace and tranquillity in the 
place of their exile, but alfo raife to themfelves a re- 
putation equal, if not fuperior, to what would have 
waited upon them in better fortune. There is one 
thing ought to be added before I clofe this note, which 
is, that the Archbifhop, at the time he depofited the 
valuable effects of his See with the Carthufians at 
Paris, took care to make a declaration that it was in 
truft only, and for the benefit of his fucceftbrs, in 
cafe that any time thereafter the Romifh religion 
mould prevail in Scotland (9), of which he was too 
wife a man to have any great hopes then ; and as 
there is no fort of probability of it now, it would be 
well if the papers there, of a public nature, were 
committed to the prefs, the only way by which they 
can be made ufeful. 

[j&j To the lovers of true and genuine h if cry J] ' As 
the Archbifhop of Glafgow refided in quality of Am- 
bafiador from Queen Mary and King James, from 
1^60 to 1603, and was all that time in the higheft 
confidence with thofe Princes, it might well be fup- 
pofed that his papers would afford a curious and au- 
thentic collection of the moll important facts relating 
to the hiftory of thofe times, from which moft of the 
printed hiftories might receive, what it is plain they 
very much want, correction ; and in this refpect our 
Prelate was no lefs careful, than he had been with 
regard to the records of his Church, though it fhould 
feem that equal attention was not paid to this laft col- 
lection of papers, by which they have fufFered much, 
though they are ftill very valuable, and are capable of 
affording us many particulars not to be met with elfe- 
where. The beft account that can be given the 
reader of thefe memoirs, in the condition they are Keith/a 
now in, is the following letter from a perfon refident church and 
in the Scotch college to the Reverend Mr. Keith, State of Scot- 
dated Paris, May 25, 1733(10), c For your farther land, Appendix 
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baffador of Scotland, he received very little, if anything, from thence: for we find Mr. 
James Boyd appointed Superintendant of that diocefe after the death of Mr. Willock, 
and upon the death of Mr. Boyd in 1 578, it was beftowed on Mr. Robert Montgomery, 
who, though a zealous Protcftant, was fo perfecuted by his brethren for accepting a 
biihoprick, that in 1587 he refigned it to Mr. Erfkine, by whom the beft part of the re- 
venues of the See were granted away to the family of Lenox (u). But not long after, 
King James VI. becoming of age, and having a full account of our author's fidelity to 
his mother, reftored him both to the title and eftate of his archbiftiopric, of which _ he 
had been fo long deprived. Before this, however, he had obtained feveral ecclefiaftical 
preferments in France (w), for the fupport of his dignity, which he enjoyed as long as he 
lived, King James continuing him there as his Ambaffador, to whom he rendered many, 
and thofe too important fervices. He was univerfally and defervedly efteemed for his 
learning, loyalty, and hearty afFedlion to his country (x). He was uniform in his con- 
duct, fincere in his religion, and unblameable in his morals, He was unfortunate in 
many refpe&s, but more efpecially in being driven from the cathedral chair, and from 
his country; but wonderfully happy in this, that he lived in credit abroad, beloved and 
admired by all parties, and left his memory unftained to pofterity [£]. He died April 
24, 160^, aged eighty- fix, and was fucceeded in his See by that grave and worthy Pre- 
late Mr. John Spotl'wood. 


(11) Blfliop Ni- 
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■ information as to the remains of the laft Archbifliop 

* of Glafgow, our fecond founder, I mull tell you, 
c that though all or almoft all his papers and letters 

* of negotiations mould naturally have come to this 

* houfe, to which he left the fmall remains of his 
' fortune, to wit, his moveables, yet it happens that 
i many of thefe papers were fcattered and wanting 
' before our time by feveral chances, and 'tis even 

* much that there is even fo many remaining as yet. 

* The firft time I had occafion to fee them here, in 

* or about A. D, 1686 or 1687, they were lying in 

* confufed heaps or bundles in old trunks without 
c locks, in a wardrobe expofed to all hands, and thus 
4 they had Iain for about eighty years after the Arch- 

* bifhop's death ; and befides that, many of them 

* were carried off by curious or unfkilled people 

* during that time, as I found by fome important 
' papers found in a Scots gentleman's houfe in the 

* country, the remains of which I recovered. Be- 

* fides, I fay, accidents which happened to them 
' fince the Archbifliop's death, I find by Counfellor 

* Blackwood's letter to the Archbifhop, that he had 
c the ufe of many important pieces concerning Queen 

* Mary in the Archbifliop's own time, whilft he was 

* writing at Poidtiers the apology for that Queen, 

* and fo of others. But, as I formerly wrote to you, 

* to prevent farther dilapidations of thefe papers in 

* time to come, after reading them all over, and 

* ranging them in order of time, we have caufed to 
' bind them up in volumes, and cyphered the pages. 

* The chief reafon why I take notice to you of the 
€ lofs made before our time of many of them, by the 

* little concern and care our predece/Tors had of them, 

* is to flnfwer an objection made to me more than 
1 once, That it would feem that Queen Mary's caufe 
c was not furficiently juftifiable, fince there were no 

* more important pieces for her juftification to be met 
r with now among the Archbifhop her truftee's pa- 

* pers. And I doubt not but that there were many 

* and more important pieces among them when the 

* Archbifhop died than now remain.' From the na- 
ture and the value of this collection, it certainly 
deferves the character given it by a learned and in- 
genious Prelate, who has done great juftice to the 
hiftories and antiquities of Scotland, and who, fpeak- 
ing of the papers in the Scots college at Paris, makes 
ufe of thefe words, viz. (11). 1 There are alfo 

* letters and minutes of the faid Archbifhop (digeftcd 
4 in a good orderly manner), which might furnifh 

* out a valuable hiftory of the troubled face of affairs 

* during all his miniftry, and (confequently) afford 

* fome of the beft lights for the hiftory of a couple of 

* reigns which were both full of extraordinary occur- 

* rences.' It might be added, that from thefe papers 
moft of the dates in which the printed hiftories are fo 
remarkably perplexed and deficient, may be fet right, 
which alone would be a fingular conveniency, and 
would contribute more than could well be imagined 
to the clearing up of things within that period of 
time, by (hewing what facts might poflibly be true, 
and what could not be fo, let there be what autho- 
rities there will to fupport them ; for the hiftorians of 


thofe times, writing moftly in a declamatory ftile, 
very frequently join facts of a like nature, though 
long fpaces of time intervened between them. 

[E] Left his memory unftained to pofterity.'] If our 
Archbifhop was reftored to the revenues of his See, as 
fome writers fuggeft, for the ten or twelve laft years 
of his life, he might have grown rich, fince, accord- 
ing to the beft accounts I have been able to meet 
with, thofe revenues might amount at that time to 
about four thoufand pounds a year Scots money ; but 
I rather believe that he received but a part, and that 
the family of Lenox kept the reft. His benefices in 
France muft likewife have fuftered during the civil 
wars in that kingdom, and without doubt his intereft 
was not fo great under the reign of Henry IV., upon 
account of his connections with the houfe of Guile, 
from which, by the mother's fide, the Queen his 
mi ft re fs was defcended. His age and experience 
made him, however, refpected to the laft ; for in 
thefe he had fcarcely any equal, as his epitaph takes 
notice (12) : for he had fat Archbifliop of Glafgow 
fifty-one years, and had been forty-two honoured 
with a public character at the court of France, where 
he had feen a fucceffion of fix Kings, and had tranf- 
acte^ public affairs under five of them. He was like- 
wife fo fortunate as to fee that accomplished which 
had been long the object of his wifhes, that is to fay, 
the fucceffion of King James to the crown of Eng- 
land, very foon after which he died. The Popilh 
writers give him, as we may naturally expect, a very 
high character ; but that which feems to do him moft 
honour, is, the account which remains of him in his 
fucceffor Archbifhop Spotfwood's writings (13). 4 A 
' man, fays be> honourably difpofed, faithful to the 

* Queen while fhe lived, and to the King her fon ; a 

* lover of his country, and liberal, according to his 
1 means, to all his countrymen. In his laft will he 
f bequeathed all his means to pious ufes, leaving, as 
' was faid, ten thoufand crowns for the education of 

* poor fcholars, being Scotfmen born. The evi- 

* dences, veiTels, and ornaments to the See of Glaf- 
« gow, he configned in the hands of the Carthufians 
' of Paris, appointing the fame to be re-delivered 
t how foon Glafgow fhould become catholic, and 

* this year, being the fixty-fixth of his age, departed 
« peaceably this life.' The reader will obferve, that 
here is a miftake of no lefs than twenty years as to the 
age of our Prelate, who, at the time of his deeeafe, 
inftead of ftxty was eigbty-ftx ; and faults of the like 
kind occur very frequently in the works of this au- 
thor, which however are not to be afcribed to any 
negligence in him, but to the books being printed 
from a very incorrect copy, that which the^Archbi- 
fhop had prepared himfelf for the prefs, and which is 
ftill preferved, being remarkably fair and perfectly 
exa&. Mr. Middleton, who wrote an appendix to 
Spotfwood's hiftory, fpeaks therein of Archbifhop 
Beaton in the following terms (14) : < He was a per- 
« fon honourably difpofed, faithful to Queen Mary 
' while fhe lived, and to King James, whofe Am- 
' bafiador he was, a lover of his country, and libe- 
1 ral, according to his means, to all his couiury- 

5 1 men. 


(12) Dempft. 
Hift. Ecclef. 
Gent. Scot, 
lib. ii. p. 225, 


(13^ Hlft.ofthe 
Church of Stot- 
land, p. 477. 


(14) Append'* 

to Spotfwood's 

Hift, p. 9. 
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(15) Dempft. 
H>ft. Ecclcf. 
Gent. Scot, 
lib. ii. p, 126. 


men. He died 1603, a full jubilee of years from 
1 his confecration.' We might add many more au- 
thorities of the fame kind if they were neceflar^ As 
he had much time upon his hands, efpecially in the 
latter part of his life, he compofed feveral books, 
which are ftill preferved, though none of them have 
been ever publifhed. Their titles are (15), L Com- 
mentary on the Books of Kings. II. A Lamentation 
for the Kingdom Scotland. III. A Book of Contro- 
verfies againjl the Sectaries. IV. Obfer<vation$ upon 
Gratian's Decretals. V. A Colhaion of Scotch Pro- 
verbs. Thefe we have upon the credit of Dempiter, 
who was very likely to be well acquainted with what 
relates to this Prelate, confidering how long he re- 
filled himfelf at Paris, and the opportunities he had 
of enquiring into all the facls he has fet down con- 


cerning him f Thus we have given the reader a 
much larger and more difHncl account of this re- 
markable family of the Beatons, than* hath been 
until now any where publifhed, and have fet a great 
many facls, that have hitherto been mifreprefented, 
in their proper lights, which we hope will be fo 
much the more fatisfaftory to the learned and inqui- 
fitive reader, as we have thereby had an opportunity 
to clear up many perplexed points of hiftory within 
the compafs of one hundred years, which will there- 
fore excufe the length of thefe articles, as they could 
not have been curtailed without omitting many ufe- 
ful and curious particulars that lay fcattered in a 
multitude of books that required much time to per- 
ufe, and could not have been collecled without diffi- 
culty* C. 


BEAUCHAMP, in Latin de Bello Campo, a very noble Englifh family* trans- 
planted hither from Normandy at the Conqueft (a). One of the firft of this race men- 
tioned in our hiftories, is Hugh de Beauchamp, who received from Duke William, after 
he fubdued this kingdom, lands of great extent \ for by the general furvey it appears, 
that he was poflefled of Belinghou, in Hertfordfhire ; Linclade, Solebery, and Catebery, 
in Buckinghamfhire and of forty-three lordfhips in Bedfordfliire (£). Another nobleman 
of this family was Walter de Beauchamp, who had likewife large grants made him, and 
whofe capital feat was Elmley in Worcefterfhire. This Walter, as we learn from an 
author of good credit, was related to the Conqueror, who therefore enriched him, as he 
did others of his countrymen, at the expence of the Englifh (c). There feems, indeed, 
to be no doubt, that Hugh and Walter de Beauchamp were of the fame family, and they 
appear to have been equally favoured by Duke William their mailer : yet their fortunes 
were very different ; for the family of the former foon extinguiftied in the male line of 
the eldefl branch ; and the defcendants of a younger branch, fo divided and diminifhed 
the lands that came to them from their anceftors, as to lofe the degree of Barons, fo that 
we know very little or nothing of their pofterity (d). But in regard to Walter de Beau- 
champ, he married a lady of the name of Talbot, and by her had feveral children, whofe 
fe) Lchnd, uhi pofterity came to have large eftates, and to be honoured with many high titles (e) in this 
^ugd'aic, as be- kingdom, though the male line feems to be now extindt. We might be thought inex- 
*>rc. cufable if we fhould take no notice of the great men of this family, who at feveral times 

bore the titles of Earls and Dukes of Warwick, Lords Bergavenny, Powyke, Holt, 
Bletfho, St. Amand, Eflex, and Hacch and at the fame time, if we fhould pretend to 
give an exaft account of all thefe, it would fwell this work beyond its due bounds. Wc 
fhall therefore endeavour to avoid both thefe inconveniencies, by giving a concife account 
of fuch of this noble family as make the greatefl figure in our Hiftories, and refer the 
reader for an account of the reft to Sir William Dugdale, who has treated of them largely 
in his Baronage of England (f). 


fa) Chroniquet 
de Normandie, 
fol. 95. 


fi) Doniefd. ia 
iifdem Cum, 


(c) Leland. in 
Colle&an. 
Tom.iii. p. lijh 


(d) Dugdale's 
Baronage of 
England, Vol. U 
p. za> 


(f) Vol. I. 
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Baronage of 
England, Vol. I. 

f . 243-, . 
Antiquities of 
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Vol. i. p. 40 5# 
Hiftory of the 
Earls of War- 
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(l) Henr. Hun- 
tingd. p. 226. 


2) Rot. Pip. 6 
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BEAUCHAMP (Richard de) Earl of Warwick, and one of the moft confi- 
derable perfons in this kingdom in the XVth century, was defcended from a feries of 
illuftrious anceftors both by father and mother, and enjoyed, in virtue of that defcenr, 
very large eftates in different parts of the kingdom {a) [A]. He was born January 28, 

1381, 


[A] Very large ejlates in different parts of the king- 
dom.} In order to keep this article as much within 
bounds as it is poflible, we have chofen to give an ac- 
count of this noble Earl's defcent in a note, Walter 
de Beauchamp, of Helmely-caftle, mentioned in the 
former article, had a fon named William, who in 
the wars, after the death of King Henry I. adhered 
to the Emprefs Maud againft King Stephen. He 
was hereditary Sheriff of Worcefterfhire, which de- 
fcended to him from his mother, and he had a grant 
of the town and cattle of Tamworth in Warwickfhire 
for the good fervices he did the Princefs before men- 
tioned. He was alfo in great favour with King Henry 
the Second, and executed various high offices in his 
reign ( 1 ) . He was fucceeded by his fon of the fame 
name, of whom we find nothing remarkable. His 
fon Walter, in the time of King John, was Governor 
of Hanley-caftle in Worcefterfhire, but afterwards 
took part with the Barons againft that Prince, and 
his fon King Henry III. but was at length recon- 
ciled to him, and died in the year 1236 (2). He 
was fucceeded in all his poffeflions by his fon Wil- 
liam, who was in great favour with King Henry. 
This William de Beauchamp married Ifabella, fifter 
to William Mauduit Earl of Warwick, and by her 
had ifTue another William de Beauchamp, who upon 
the death of the faid Earl took the title of Warwick 
in his father's lifetime, which Sir William Dugdale 

Vol. II. 


thinks was by the King's fpecial favour, for that 
otherwife he could not have borne it till the death of 
his mother (3). We do not know exactly the time 
of this Lord Beauchamp of Helmely's death ; but we 
find, that on the 9th of February, 1268, William 
Earl of Warwick did homage to King Henry III. for 
the lands defcended to him by his father's death (4). 
This Earl, during the reign of King Edward I. was 
principally employed in awing the Welfh, with whom 
he had many engagements, and in the year 1295 
gave them a great defeat near Montgomery (5). He 
afterwards ferved the King in his wars againft the 
Scots and French with great reputation. He married 
the daughter of Richard Fitz-John, Juftice of Ire- 
land, and had by her feveral manors in Wiltfhire, 
Northamptonfhire, and Bucks, befides a large eftate 
in Thomond (6). He departed this life in May, 
1298, leaving his fon Guy, fo called, no doubt, 
from the famous Saxon Guy Earl of Warwick, aged 
26 years. He, the very fame year that his father 
died, attended the King into Scotland, and was pre- 
fent at the battle of Falkirk, where he behaved fo 
well, that the King gave him all the lands, of which 
three Scots Lords were pofielTed, on the day upon 
which it was fought, which was the 22d of July (7). 
He ferved that Monarch feveral years after in that 
country with fuch fidelity and fuccefs, that, as a re- 
ward for his fervices, he obtained a grant to himfelf 
R and 


(3) Baron Age of 
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(b) Hift. MS. 
de Geftis ejus in 
Biblioth. Cotton. 

(c) Ibid. 

(d) Thorn. Wal- 
finglum, p. 407, 


f/J hi ibid. 
But this I take 
to be an error } 
fee note [GJ. 


BEAUCHAMP. 

1 38 1, at the manor-houfe of Salwarpe in the county of Worcefter, and had for his god- 
fathers, King Richard II. and Richard Scroope, then Bifhop of Coventry and Litchfield, 
and afterwards Archbilhop of York {b). He was made Knight of the Bath at the coro- 
nation of King Henry IV, in the year 1399 (r), and in the fourth year of the fame reign 
he had livery of his lands, and was retained to ferve the King one whole year, with one 
hundred men at arms, and three hundred archers (d), The next year, which was 1404, 
on the coronation of the Queen, he kept, according to the cuftom of thofe times, Jufts, 
in which he behaved himfelf very gallantly. He was called the fame year to do the crown 
more ferious fervice, in that dangerous rebellion raifed by Owen Glendowcr, againft 
whom he behaved bravely, and took his ftandard in open battle. He was, like wife, 
in the famous battle at Shrewfbury, againft the Percies, where he gained great honour (e), 
and was, not long after, made Knight of the Garter (f). In 1408, he obtained a li- 
cence from King Henry IV. to vifit the Holy Sepulchre at Jerufalem, in purfuance of a 
vow he had made, and fet out with a fplendid retinue for that purpofe. He took the 
Court of Bar in his way, the Duke being his coufin, by whom he was nobly entertained 
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and his heirs of Bernard-cafUe in the Bifhopric of 
Durham, together with the town and lordfhip, with 
the manor of Middleton and the chaces thereto be- 
longing, and the manor of Gainsford, which lands 
were held for life by the wife of Hugh de Baliol, as 
alfo all the lands held by the wife of Alexander de 
Baliol, which were to have defcended to John de 
Baliol, then the King's enemy and rebel (8). In the 
reign of King Edward II. he was one of the nobility 
who feized Piers Garvefton, the King's favourite^ at 
Scardeburgh ; of which the King having notice, lie 
fent to defire they would fpare his life, which the 
Lords, at the requell of the Earl of Pembroke, agreed 
to do, and thereupon delivered him into the hands 
of that Earl, who fent him to Wallingford, from 
whence he was again taken by our Earl Guy, who 
carried him back to Warwick-caltle, where, having 
conferred with fome of the Lords, and perfuaded 
them they could not be fafe while this man lived, he 
caufed him to be conveyed to Blacklow-hill, about a 
mile from Warwick, and there cut off his head. It 
feems this great favourite had a particular fpleen to 
the Earl, and was wont to call him in derifion the 
Black Dog of Arden y for which, as we have feen, he 
paid with his life (9). The Earl thought fit, not- 
wichftanding this bold Hep, to demand a pardon from 
the King, who was obliged to grant it him, but never 
loved him afterwards (10). They did not, however, 
live long together ; for, on the 12th of Auguft, 1315, 
the Earl died at his caftle of Warwick, as fome inii- 
n uate of poifon (11). Ke left behind him by Alice his 
wife, filler and heir of Robert de Tony (by whom 
another .great eftate was brought into the family), 
feveral children, particularly two fons, Thomas and 
John, the former of which was fcarcely two years old 
at his father's death ; and therefore the King's great 
favourite, Hugh le Defpe liter, had thecuftody of his 
lands, and probably of his perfon : but after the ruin 
of that great favourite, in the beginning of the next 
reign, the Lord Mortimer obtained the cuftody of 
Warwick-calUe, and the reft of this young Lord's 
lands, on account of a marriage intended between 
him and a daughter of that Lord's (12). And two 
years afterwards the King received his homage by 
fpecial favour, as if he had been of full age, though 
only in his feventeenth year, when he took upon him 
his hereditary offices of Sheriff of Worcelterflure, and 
Chamberlain of the Exchequer (13). Before he was 
twenty, the King made him Governor of Guernfey, 
and the little iflands adjacent (14). He attended the 
King in his wars in Scotland and in France, and was 
prefent and did great fervice in the famous fea-fight 
in 134.0 (15). In the eighteenth of Edward III. he 
was conftituted Sheriff of Warwick and Leicefterfliire 
for life, and the very fame year was created Earl 
Marfhal of England (i6\ At the famous battle of 
Crcfley he commanded the van of the Englifh army, 
and afterwards, for the great fervice he performed at 
the fiege of Calais, he had a thoufand marks a year 
granted him during life. He was prefent after this 
in the famous battle of Poicliers, where the King of 
France was taken prifoner, and where our Earl 
fought fo long, that his hand was extremely galled 
with ufmg his fword a*hd poll-axe ; but he had the 
good fortune to take prifoner William de Meleun, 
Archbilhop of Seinz, for whom he received as a ran- 
fom eight thoufand pounds (17). He attended Ed- 
ward the Black Prince in feveral campaigns after this, 


and in the year 1360 he parted through France with 
a train of fix hundred horfe in his pafiage to the eaft, 
where he made war againft the Infidels for three 
years, and at his return into England brought with 
him the fon of the Prince of Lithuania, who was 
chriftened at London by the name of Thomas, the 
Earl being his godfather (18). This noble Earl and 
his brother John were two of the lirfl Knights of the 
Garter, and we find that he continued in high favour 
with the Sovereign, and in the cxercife of his mili- 
tary virtues, to the time of his deceafe, which hap- 
pened on November 13, 1369, of the plague, at the 
time that he commanded the King's army in France 
(19). He had by his Countefs Catherine, daughter 
of Roger Earl of March, five fons and nine daugh- 
ters. His eldeft fon Guy died in his lifetime ; the 
third fon, Reynburne, died a little after him ; Wil- 
liam, his fourth fon, was created Lord Bergavenny, 
and married the fifter and coheirefs of Thomas Earl 
of Arundel ; his fifth fon, Roger, died young. 
Seven of his daughters married into the greateft fa- 
milies in the kingdom ; Catherine, the youngeft but 
one, became a Nun at Wroxhall, and Juliana died 
a maid (20). Thomas, his fecond fon, who fuc- 
ceeded him as Earl of Warwick, ferved King Ed- 
ward III. in his wars with great reputation, and fuc- 
ceeded his father as Governor of the ifland of Guern- 
fey. In the third year of Richard II. he was chofen 
by the Commons in parliament to be Governor of 
the King, who was then young (21) ; and when that 
Prince afterwards took the government into his own 
hands, he treated this noble Lord fo ill, that he was 
conftrained to join with Thomas Earl of Gloucefter, 
the King's uncle, to compel him to rule by law ; in 
which, though he fucceeded at that time, yet the 
King gave him afterwards fuch marks of his difplea- 
fure, as induced him to retire to his own eftate (22). 
At this time he built the llately tower at the north- 
eaft corner of Warwick-caftle, the coft of which 
amounted to (23) three hundred ninety-jive pounds > 
five fallings, and two-pence. But though he no 
longer intermeddled with public affairs, yet the 
hatred the King bare him was fo ftrong, that having, 
by an invitation to dinner, got him into his power 
(24), he intended to put him to death, but was af- 
terwards prevailed upon by the Earl of Salifbury to 
fend him prifoner to the Ifle of Man, from whence 
he was very foon removed to the Tower of London, 
and the King granted his fine caftle of Warwick to 
Thomas Holland Duke of Surrey (25). After King 
Richard was depofed, he recovered his liberty, was 
reftored to his eftate, and had a grant of all the goods 
which the Duke of Surrey had at Warwick (26). 
This noble Earl, who was alfo a Knight of the Gar- 
ter, fpent the remainder of his days in peace, having 
a great reputation for his valour, public fpirit, piety, 
and charity, as faith John Rous the Hiftorian of this 
family, and departed this life April 8, 14.01 (27), 
lying buried under a noble monument in the fouth 
part of the collegiate church at Warwick, built by 
himfelf, and wherein alfo lies his Countefs Margaret, 
daughter of William Ferrers, of Groby (28^, by 
whom he had Richard dc Beauchamp Earl of 'War- 
wick, his only fon, who is the fubjeft of this article, 
to whom defcended all the great ellates this family 
had acquired by marriage, and which by the fame 
means he much augmented, as will be fhewa in its 
proper place. 

for 
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for a week, and then that Prince accompanied him to Paris (g) 9 where he was very gra- aJ cianf. 9 
cioufly received by Charles VI. King o£ France, with whom he dined on a high fertival, HLn,lv - m ' 17 ' 
and at his departure was attended by a Herald, who was charged to conduit him lately 
through that realm (b). Upon his entering Lombardy, he was met by another Herald (b) Rfefc. MS. 
from Sir Pandulph Malacet, or Malet, with a challenge to perform certain feats of arms ub *M ta * 
with him at Verona, upon a day affigned, for the Order of the Garter, which he accepted 
and having performed his pilgrimage at Rome, returned to that city, where, in the 
;prefence of Sir Galeot of Mantua, he firft engaged Sir Pandulph with fpears, and after- 
wards with battle-axes, in which combat Sir Pandulph received a dangerous wound on the 
■fhouldrr, and had been kilted outright, if Sir Galeot had not interpofed and cried 
Peace (i). He went from thence to Venice, where he was mod nobly entertained by the (i) jtiJk 
Doge ; and then purfued his journey to Jerufalem. He had much relpeft lhcwn him in 
that city by the Patriarch's Deputy, and having performed his devotions and offerings at 
.the Holy Sepulchre, he fet up his arms on the north fide of the Temple, where they 
long after remained (k). He was alfo very refpeftfully treated by the Soldan's Deputy, (k j IblJt 
and between them there patted many reciprocal a£ts of kindneis [B], From Jerufalem 
he came back to Venice, and was there nobly received. Thence he travelled into 
Kuffia, Lithuania, Poland, PrufTia, Weftphalia, and fome countries of Germany, fhew- 
ing great valour in divers tournaments whilft he was in thofe parts (I). No fooner was (/j wd< 
he returned into England, than he was, by indenture dated 2d October, 12 Hen. IV. 
retained with Henry Prince of Wales, afterwards King by the name of Henry V. to ferve 
him as well in times of peace as war, both in this realm, upon, and beyond the leas ; 
and two hundred and fifty -marks per annum were bellowed upon him, to be paid out of 
the Prince's Exchequer at Carmarthen, at Eafter and Michaelmas, by even portions : 
and whenfoever he lhould be in that Prince's Court, he was to have four Efquires and 
fix Yeomen with him, and diet there for them all j provided that the Prince, in fervice 
of war, fhould have the third part of what he got in battle, and the third of the thirds 
of v/hat his men at arms lhould gain ; and in cafe he took any great commander, fort, or 
caftle, the Prince likewife to have them, giving him reafonable fatisfadion (;;;). He (m ) Penes C!er, 
was alio appointed, in conjunction with the Biftiop of Durham and others, the fame year, Pdl " 
to manage a treaty with the King of Scots (;;). At the ceremony of the new King's co- f»; Rot. Scac* 
ronation, he v/as conltituted Lord High Steward, as the patent exprefles it, for his known ^ 
wifdom and indefatigable induftry (0). One would have imagined, that by thefe great ( 0 ;p a t.iHenT. 
employments he fhould have been fufficiently engaged 5 and yet, in this fame year 1413, p« m. 36. 
v/e find him one of the King's Commiffioners into France, to treat of a folid peace be- 
tween the two kingdoms, to be ftrengthened and cemented by a marriage between the 
King his matter and the Princefs Catherine, daughter to the King of France {p). In the (p) hia. ms. 
lecond year of Henry V. when the Lollards, as they , were then called, created fome dc Cefl - c j us » 
difturbances, the Earl, amongft others of the nobility, took up arms on that occafion, 
.and was very inftrumental in reducing them to their duty (q). In the year 1415, he was (0 tmm. de 
declared Captain of Calais, an office of great truft and honour in thofe days, and never ^y m c j a 
conferred but upon a man of known abilities as a foldier, and of a clear unquettionable p. 31". ' P ** VM 
character in point of fidelity; and in fuch cafe, there was a contract in writing between J^li viS" 
the King and this Captain, whereby the former undertook to pay, and the latter to keep 'Hearki v. 
in conltant order and readinefs, fuch a garrifon as was thought requifite ; by which means Thom.Waifin^ 
it was very eafy to difcover v/here the fault lay, if any mifcarriage happened ; and, on the ham > p. 43°- ° 
other hand, a Governor had it always in his power to demonftrate his innocence, if mali- 
cioufly accufed by his enemies of ill conduit (r) [CJ. While the Earl of Warwick com- frUee 

plained in the 

[B] Between the?n there pajfed many reciprocal aels cafe. Richard de Beauchamp, Earl of Warwick, by nQt * " 

of kindnefs.'] This part of the ftory k thus given us indenture (30) bearing date June 19, in the third of (30) Ex Autc~ 

by Sir William Dugdale, from the memoirs of John HenryV,, covenanted to ferve the King to February 3, graph, penes 

(29) Baronage Rous (29). * At the time of his being thus at Jeru- 141 6, as Captain of Calais, and to have with him in clcr - Pcil - 

<»f England, * falem, a noble perfon, called Baltredam (the Sol- the time of truce or peace, ifor the fafeguard thereof, 

Vol. i. p. 243* < dan's Lieutenant), hearing that he was defcended thirty men at arms, himfelf and three Knights, ac- 

* from the famous Guy of Warwick, whofe- ftory counted as part of that number, thirty Archers on 
k they had in l>ooks of their own language, invited horfeback, two hundred Foot-foldiers, and two hun- 
t him to his palace, and royally fealted him, pre- dred Archers, all of his own retinue, befides ten men 

* tented him with three precious flones of great va- at arms, and ten Archers on horfeback, belonging to 

* lue, befides divers cloths of filk and gold given to the treafurer of Calais, for which fervice he was to 

* his fervants, where this Baltredam told him pri'-* receive for himfelf fix millings and eight-pence per 
4 vately, that he faithfully believed, as he did, diem, for his Knights two millings a-piece, for the rell 
i though he durft not difcover himfelf, and rehearfed of the horfe twelve-pence, for every Archer on horfe- 

* the articles of the Creed. But on the morrow he back and Foot-foldier eight-pence, and for every 

* feafted Sir Baltredam's fervants, and gave them Archer on foot fix-pence per diem for their wages : In 

* fcarlet, with other Englifh cloth, which being which town there was alfo to be at the King's charge 
1 f^ewed to Sir Baltredam, he returned again to him, forty Crofs-bow men, twenty Carpenters, and live 

* 4 and faid he would wear his livery and be marihal Mafons, befides Bowyers, with other officers and 

< of his hall. Whereupon he gave Sir Baltredam a penfioners ; and in time of war, to have one hundred 

* aovvn of black peak furred, and had much difcourfe and forty men on horfeback, himfelf, and fixty 

* with him, for he was Ikilful in fundry languages.' Knights, accounted part, and one hundred and fifty 
There are many circumftances in this fhort tale that Archers on horfeback, one hundred Foot-foldiers, 
feem to render it fabulous ; and therefore I did not one hundred and eighty-four Archers on foot,, and 
infert it in the text. four Scouts on horfeback, for his own retinue, over 

[C] If ?nalicioufly accufed by his enemies of ill con- and above twenty men at arms, and ten Archers ori 
ducl.~\ It may not be amifs to give the reader an in- horfeback, as alfo ten Archers on foot, belonging ta 
fiance of this manner of proceeding from the prefent the fame Treafurer, befides Balifters, Carpenters, Ssfij 
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BEAUCHAMP. 

manded in Calais, there was a report, that the French were drawing troops together with 
a view to befiege that fortrefs, which occafioned his putting himfelf haftily into a pofture 
of defence-, but learning afterwards that this was an alarm only* and that the French 
forces were adlually marched another way, he, to cover his former preparations, and to 
prevent the French from perceiving his miftake, gave out, that he meant no more than 
to exercife fome feats of chivalry, according to the cuftom of thofe times, and fo turned 
this accident into a means of acquiring great honour and reputation (s) [D]. ^ The Coun- 
cil of Conftancc fitting during the time of his refidence in Calais, and the King's fending 
thither the Bifbops of Salifbury, Coventry and Litchfield, Bath and Wells, Norwich, 
Hereford, and St. David's, the Abbot of Weftminfter, Prior of Worcefter, and other 
learned men; the Earl of Warwick, for their greater honour, efcorted them thither, their 
. whole train confifting of eight hundred horfe (/). While he remained at Conftance, he 
received a challenge from a great Duke for his Lady's fake, flew the Duke in jutting, 
whereupon the Emprefs took his livery, viz. the Bear, from one of his Knight's fhoulders, 
and for great favour to him fet it on her own fhoulder. But he having notice thereof, 
made one of pearl and precious ftones ; which being prefented to her, fhe received with 
great refpeft (ar). Here alfo it was, that the Emperor Sigifmnnd gave him his fword to 
bear, and offered him the heart of St. George (the Englifhman's tutelary Saint) to bring 
over into this realm ; but hearing the Emperor fay, that he would come in perlbn into 
England, he reftored it to him, faying, That the delivery thereof with his own hand would 
be much more acceptable. Nor was it long after thaf the Emperor did come over accord- 
ingly ; and being then inftalled Knight of the moft noble Order of the Garter, offered the 
holy heart at Windfor, which was there kept in great efteem. Upon his paflage hither 
and return, he was fumptuoufly entertained at Calais by the Earl, then Captain there, 
whofe behaviour was fuch, that the Emperor told King Henry, • That no Chriftian 

* Prince had fuch another Knight, for wifdom, courtlinefs, and manhood \ adding, that 

* if all courtefy were loft, yet might it be found again in him infomuch as ever after, 
by the fame Emperor's authority, he was called the Father of Courtefy (w). In his return 
from Calais at that time, he took at fea two great carricks. In 4 Henry V. his commif- 
fion for Captain of Calais, and Governor of the Marches of Picardy, was again renewed. 
In the fame year he was one of the chief commanders at the fiege of Caen in Normandy, 
the King himfelf being there with a great army (#). In 141 7, he was conftituted one of 
the King's Commiffioners for fettling the capitulation of that caftle : the fame year he was 
likewife empowered to reduce and receive into the King's obedience feveral other ftrong 
places in that country, which he performed to the great fatisfadtion of the King, and 
with great credit to himfelf (y). In the fame year he attended Thomas, Duke of Cla- 
rence, General of the King's army, into France, where he gave frefh marks of valour, 
and did feveral eminent fer vices ; for having taken Dampfront, he was the fir ft who en- 
tered Caen, which was taken by ftorm, and fet the King's and the Duke of Clarence's 
enfigns on the walls (2). Then he laid fiege to Caudebeck on the river Seine, blocked 


[£>] A means of acquiring great honour and reputa- 
tion.} The reader cannot help perceiving, by what 
has been already related, that this was an age in which 
knight-errantry flouriftied, and when even the great- 
eft perfons in the kingdom, and thofe too diftinguiftied 
by prudence and con duel, as well as intrepidity and 
courage, thought fit to diftinguifh themfelves in this 
way : and indeed, as this was the cafe, the Earl of 
Warwick was to be commended for deceiving the 
French by fo well-contrived a ftratagem, rather than 
allow them to think they could not march a body of 
troops on any fide, without alarming the Governor 
(51) Hift. MS. of Calais. The method he took was this (31). He 
4c Gcft it ejui, caufed three fhields to be made, and in each of them 
a Lady painted, the firft harping at the end of a Bed* 
(lead, with a grate of gold on her left fleeve, and her 
Knight, called the Green Knight, with a black quar- 
ter, who was ready to juft with any Knight of France, 
twelve Courfes having two fhields of Purveyance, and 
his letter fealed with the feal of his arms, the field 
Jilver, a manch gules . The fecond pavice on the ftiield 
had a Lady fitting at a covered board working pearls, 
and on her fleeve a glove of plate tacked, her Knight 
being called Chevalier Vert, having his letter fealed 
with thefe arms. The field Jilver, two bars of gules , 
who was to juft fifteen courfes, and that mould be 
faddles of chains. The third pavice had a Lady fit- 
ting in a garden making a chaplet, and on her fleeve 
a polein with a rivet, her knight being called Che- 
valier Attendant, who with his fellow muft run and 
courfe with fharp fpears, his letter being fealed with 
gold, and gules quarterly, and a border Vert ; which 
letter was Tent to the King's court of France, where 
three French Knights received them, and promifed 
their fellows to meet at a day and place affigned, 
whereof the firft was a Knight, called Sir Gerard 
Horbaumis, who called himfelf Le Chevalier Rouge ; 
the fecond a famous Knight, named Sir Hugh Lau- 


ney, calling himfelf Le Chevalier Blank; and the 
third a Knight, named Sir Collard Fines : Twelfth- 
day in Chriftmas being appointed for the time that 
they fhouJd meet in the land called the Park-hedge 
of Gynes. On which day this Earl came into the 
field with his face covered, a plume of Oftrich fea- 
thers upon his head, and his horfe trapped with the 
Lord Toney's arms (one of his anceflors), viz. Argent 
a manch gules, where firft encountering with the Che- 
valier Rouge, at the third courfe he unhorfed him, 
and fo returned with clofe vizor unknown to his pa- 
vilion, whence he fent to that Knight a good courfer.. 
The next day he came into the field with his vizor 
clofe, a chaplet on his helmet, and a plume of Oftrich. 
feathers aloft, his horfe trapped with the arms of 
Hanflap, viz. Silver two bars gules, where he met 
with the Blank Knight, with whom he encountered, 
fmote off his vizor thrice, broke his bifagurs and 
other harnefs, and returned vidorioufly to his pavilion 
with all his habiliments fafe, and as yet not known- 
to any; from whence he fent this Blank Knight, Sir 
Hugh Launey, a good courfer. But the morrow 
after, wx, the laft day of the jufts, he came with his 
face open, and his helmet, as the day before, fave 
that the chaplet was rich with pearl and precious 
ftones, and in his coat of arms of Guy and Beau- 
champ quarterly, having the arms of Toney and 
Hanflap on his trappers, and faid, that as he iiad in 
his own perfon performed the fervice the two days 
before, fo with God's grace he would the third. 
Whereupon, encountering with Sir Collard Fines, at 
every ftroke he bore him backward to his horfe, in- 
fomuch that the Frenchman, faying that he himfelf 
was bound to his faddle, he alighted, and prefently 
got up again. But all bein^ ended, he returned to 
his pavilion, fent to Sir Collard Fines a fair courfer, 
feafted all the people, gave to thofe three Knights great 
rewards, and fo rode to Calais with great honour. 
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(b) Hift. MS. 


(d) Thorn, de* 

Elmham, Vita 
Henric. V. cau. 
lxxxvin. p. 246. 


(e) Titi Livji 
Faro Jul. Vita 
Hen. V. p. 79. 
Thorn, de Elm- 
ham, Vita Hen. 
V. cap. xcv. 
p. 275. 
Hift. MS. de 
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(i ) Hift. MS. 
de Geil. ejus. 


had this title by 
his ftyle in all 
his writings af- 
terwards. 


(n) See his epi- 
taph in note 


up the city of Roan by land and water, and reduced Mount Saint Michael, and other 
flrong places j as a reward for which fervices, the King created him Karl of Aumarle, or, 
as we ufually call it, Albemarle K a). m At the fiege of Roan his tent flood between the (a) ifcft. ms a 
King's pavilion and St. Catherine's ; which lail place being taken, he was appointed to JJ^f^JJiJ 
keep port Martevile (b). In the month of May, King Henry lent him to the King of appears that he 
France, attended by a thoufand men at arms, to treat of a marriage between him and 
that King's daughter, the Lady Catherine: but the Dauphin knowing that this marriage 
was intended to defeat his fuccefiion, he fent a body of five thoufand men, under the 
command of the Earls of Vendofme and Lymofin, to obftruft his paflage, to whom the 
Karl gave battle, in which both thofe noblemen were killed, and one of them fell by 
the Earl of Warwick's own hand, and about two thouland of their troops were either 
flain or taken (c). He then proceeded on his embafly, in which, notwithftanding the frj k W 
difficulties he had to ftruggle with, he very happily fucceeded, to the King's great fatif- ubl f u t ra - 
fadtion (d) \E]. But as many places in France, immediately after this treaty, declared 
for the Dauphin, it was thought requifite to take the ftrongeft of them, which was Melun, 
in order to let an example to the reft ; which place this noble Earl reduced in fourteen 
weeks and four days, to the great amazement of the French, who had flattered them- 
felves that it was impregnable (e). In the laft year of the victorious Henry V. he at- 
tended John, Duke of Bedford, the King's brother, who marched with an army to the 
relief of a cown belonging to the Duke of Burgundy, which the Dauphin had befieged: 
bun the reputation of thefe Noblemen did all that was expedted from their army*, for the 
French no looner heard of their coming, than they retired from before the place (f). 
King Henry dying foon after this, gave, by his will, the higheft teftimony a Prince could 
give, of his refped for, and confidence in, the Earl of W arwick, by directing that he 
fhould have the tutelage of his fon, then an infant, till he arrived at the age of fixteen, 
which was afterwards confirmed by Parliament (g). In the firft of Henry VI. he was 
by indenture retained to be Captain of Calais for two years which fortrefs being be- 
fieged by Philip, Duke of Burgundy, now reconciled to the French, this noble Earl, 
afiifted by Humphrey Duke of Gloucelter, and Humphrey Earl of Stafford, fo gallantly 
defended it, that, after a long fiege and great lofs, the Duke of Burgundy was forced to 
rife from before it (b). Upon the death of the Duke of Bedford, who was Regent of (h \ Hiit, ms. 
France for King Henry, the Earl of Warwick was judged by the King's uncles, and the M P* r ** 
principal nobility of the realm, the only perfon that could repair his lofs and therefore 
he was difcharged from the care of the King's perfon, and conllituted Lieutenant-General 
of the realm of France and dutchy of Normandy, the higheft honour a fubjeft of England 
could receive (*). He embarked thereupon with his lady and fon, in order to pals the 
feas to his charge •, but meeting with a dangerous ftorm in his paflage, he caufed himielf 
and both of them to be bound to the main maft of the fhip, to the intent that if they 
had perifhed, and were afterwards found, being known by his coat of arms, they might 
have been buried together (k). He had with him in this voyage a peculiar officer at arms, 
called Warwick Herald, who received from him an annuity of ten marks a year (I). 
There are ftill extant the articles of agreement made between this noble Earl and the 
King, on his going over to govern France, dated the 11th of May in the fifth year of 
Henry VI. which being of a great length, we could not infert here [m). He executed 
this great and difficult employment with his ufual wifdom and diligence, for the four laft 
years of his life, and died in poflTefllon thereof in the caftle of Roan, April the 30th, 
1439 (*0 > leaving iflue by Elizabeth his firft wife, daughter and heirefs to Thomas Lord 
Berkeley, three daughters, viz. Margaret, married to John Talbot, Earl of Shrewfbury ; 
Eleonora, married to the Lord Rofs, and afterwards to Edmund Beaufort, Marquis of v*\X?o\ 40S.' 
Dorfet and Duke of Somerfet ; and Elizabeth, who efpoufed George Nevil, Lord La- 4»x- 
timer. Our great Earl took to his fecond wife, by fpecial difpenfation from the Pope, 
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[E] He very happily fucceeded to the King's fatif- 
fafiionj] We are told, by the author of the life of 
King Henry, that this treaty was firft propofed to that 

(32) Tfeom.de Prince by Philip, Duke of Burgundy (33), and that 
Elmham. Vit. he folicited his Majefty to fend a Nobleman, in whom 
Hen. V. p, 245 had the greateft confidence, to confer with and 
— fettle preliminaries of peace with the minifters of 

Charles VI. of France, who, by reafon of his having 
been long difordered in his fenfes, was not able to 
tranfaft the great affairs of his kingdom in perfon ; 
and he tells us, that the Earl of Warwick was there- 
upon made choice of for his fingular abilities in nego- 
tiation, and that he was attended by feveral of the 
King's minifters, who were to afllft him in this im- 
portant affair. He accordingly adjufted the principal 
points of this moll remarkable treatv, which was of 
the greateft confequence by far, of any, in which a 
fubject of England had been employed ; and by his 
advice it was agreed, that there fhould be an inter- 

(33) Titi Livii view between the two Kings, in order to fettle the 
Foro-Jul. Vit. remaining points, which accordingly took place at 
Hen. V. p. Si Troyes (33). There this treaty, of which that writer 

Vol. II. 


gives us a copy at large, was concluded and ratified 
in the cathedral church of St. Peter, under the great 
feals of the refpettive Kings, on the 21ft of May, 
1420. By this treaty King Charles appoints and ac- 
knowledges King Henry heir to the crown of France : 
but it is agreed, that Henry fhould not bear the title 
of King of France till the death of Charles, but 
mould content himfelf with the title of Regent, and 
the managing all public affairs. The two kingdoms 
of France and England were to remain under one 
Prince, <vix. Henry, and his heirs, but were to be in- 
dependent of each other, and to be governed each by 
its own laws ; the privileges and rights of all perfons 
and eftates were to be preferved, and no treaty of 
accommodation with the Dauphin was to be made, 
but by the con fent of the two Kings, the Duke of 
Burgundy, and the three Eftates of both realms (34). (34) Mczenv 
Such were the terms of this treaty, by which the Abregede l'H f- 
crown of France, after the death of the befcre-men- toire de France, 
tioned Charles VI. was fet upon the head of our Tom ' 20 * ? 
King Henry VI. fon to Henry V. by the Lady Ca- 2l °* 
therine. 
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becaufe (he Was the widow of Richard de Beauchamp, Earl of Worcefter, his uncle s 
fon, lfabel, daughter to Thomas le Defpenier, Earl of Gloucefter, and by the death o* 
her brother Richard, and her elder filter Elizabeth* without iffue, he.refs of all his 
,.;ExHift.MS. lands (o). By this his lecond Countefs, Richard Earl of Warwick had a fon and a 
tS^SSk daughter : the name of the former was Henry, of whom in our next article , at the dofe 
i«n. Tom. vi. 0 f w hich we (hall fpeak of his lifter, whofe name was Anne. This ; nook harlot war- 
p " 88, *°' wick, who was the fifth of his family who bore that title, died poffeflcd of a *aft eltate m 
lands, from the confideration of which, and of the nature of tenures in i thofe times, we 
may very eafily form an idea of his great power and influence [F]. We are certainly 
much indebted to the hiftorian of the family, John Rous, for the particulars he has pre- 
ferved in relation to this famous Earl's life and aaions, with refped to nioft ot which, 
there feems to be no reafon to doubt of his veracity, fince we find them fully confirmed 
by contemporary hiftorians: but in one thing he feems to have been much miftaken, 
which is with regard to the time of his being made Knight of the Garter, at leaft if there 
be any dependence on the regifter of the Order in thofe times [G]. One might have 
reafonably expeded to have had this matter cleared up by the infeription on his monu- 
ment, which remains undefaced in the collegiate church of Warwick, and of which there 
is a very fine cut by the famous William Hollar, preferved in Dugdale (p) ; but there is Cj)J£gg» 
not a word of it. However, as this infeription is but ftrort, and withal very curious, I ^ V oi.i. 
thought the reader might be pleated to fee it, and therefore it is placed in the notes [H\. r 4»». 

A \ is 


(35) BaTOrtagt 
of England, 
Vol. L p. 247. 


(36) Ex Rot. 
penes Franc. 
Netherfole^Eqa. 
Aural, 


(37) De An. 7 
Hen. IV. et 38 
Hen. VI. penes 
S. Archer. Equu 
Aur. 

(38) Antiquities 
of Warwick- 
ft ire, Vol. i. 

p. 405. 


[F] An idea of his great power and influence.] We 
have already feen how the eftates uf feveral noble fa- 
milies came to the Beauchamps, and what vaft grants 
they received from the crown, in gratitude for the 
fervkes performed by them ; fo that we may well 
credit what Sir William Dugdale tells us upon this fifb- 
ject, though he has not given us the roll of the Earl's 
eftates r which, I apprehend, would have been more 
fatisfactory than the Painter's bill^ upon the Earl's 
going to France, which he has twice exhibited. He 
has, however, given us the fubftance of that roll, 
which mall be prefented in his own words (35). 

* The lands whereof he was po fie fled were very vaft y 
4 as may be feen by the computation of their yearly 

* value, extracted from the accounts of his feveral 
c bailiffs through E ngland and Wales in 1 2 Henry VL 

* (36), amounting to no lefs than eight thoufand Tlx 

* hundred ami fix marks, eleven fliillings, eleven 
u pence halfpenny, which, fetting afide the good 

* pennyworths that his tenants had of what they then 

* held, would, in the days we live, augment the Aim 
' fix-fold at leaft, confidering about that time barley 

* was fold for four millings and two pence a quarter, 
4 oats at two millings and one penny halfpenny, ca- 

* pons at three pence a piece, and hens at one penny 

* halfpenny, as by certain accounts of his houfhold 

* officers appeareth (37).' 

[G] Any dependence on the regifter of the Order in 
thofe times.] Sir William Dugdale introduces his 
Memoirs of this noble Earl by thefe elegant obferva- 
tions (38) : * If the leaving behind us an honourable 

* fame, which lives in the memories of all good men, 

* when thefe mortal bodies of ours are turned to duft, 

* be accounted fome happinefs, as doubtlefs it is, and 

* hath therefore excited divers noble fpirits to bold 

* and high adventures, whereof we want not mani- 

* fold teftimonies, then furely the tranfmitting a re- 

* membrance of our virtuous actions to pofterity by a 

* faithful regifter, muft needs be a thing mod ac- 

* ceptable to thofe whofe memories are fo preferved, 

* as the like by Poly hi 'us of Scipio Africanus was, as 

* alfo a fingular eftimation with after-ages, which are 

* fo much quickened we fee by fuch notable ex- 

* amples ; and therefore I cannot but obferve, that 

* the advantage which this Earl had herein was much 

* more than any of his anceftors, by reafon that Rous 

* being his contemporary, and fo well affected to hif- 

* tory in general, out of the fpecial relation he had 

* to this family, hath with great diligence obferved 

* the moft remarkable pafl'ages of his life, which with 

* no lefs art than induftry are fet forth by him in 

* curious pictures, hiftorically reprefenting them in 
' order of time from his birth to his death, and which 

* has added much to the luftre of his hiftory, as by 

* and by will appear.' All this we allow to be 
handfomcly faid. But for all this John Rous cannot 

Eafs for an accurate writer, of which we cannot well 
ave a ftronger proof, than his aflerting that the Earl 
of Warwick was honoured with the Garter early in 
the reign of Henry IV. The plain reafon for his 
faying fo is, to give him greater luftre in his tourna- 


ment at Verona again ft Sir Pandulph Malet, who, 
he infmuates, had offered combat to any of the 
Knights of this order, the honour of which was glo- 
rioufly fuftained by the Earl of Warwick. But in the 
regifters of the Order, which contain the names of 
twenty-five Knights, elected companions during that 
reign, we meet with nothing of this Earl of Warwick. 
It muft, indeed, be allowed, that thefe regifters were 
not fo complete as could be wifhed, becaufe we have 
the names only of the Knights, and not the dates of 
their election.' But from the beginning of the reign 
of Henry V. they became more regular, and though 
rhe dates of their elections were not then added, yet 
their names were fet down in the order in which they 
were elected. It is from hence we have fome light 
as to the time when the Earl of Warwick was really 
elected ; for we find him the fourteenth Knight com- 
panion elected in this reign, and the hundred and 
twenty-fourth of the Order from its firft institution 
(^9). It is, therefore, clear enough, all circum- 
itances confidered, that inftead of obtaining this ho- 
nour in 1403, he did not attain it before 1426. I 
might take notice of fome other fmall flips of this 
nature ; but as they are not of great confequence, and 
feem to proceed purely from his excefs of zeal for this 
noble family, from whom he received his living, I 
fhall not detain the reader longer upon this fubject. 

[H] I thought the reader might be p leafed to fee it, 
and therefore it is placed in the notes.] This noble 
Earl, by his laft will and teftament, bearing date at 
Caverlham in Oxfordshire, appointed, that firft, and 
in all hafte pollible, after his deceafe, there mould be 
five thoufand mafles faid for his foul ; next, his debts* 
to be truly paid ; and then, that till the new chapel 
adjoining to the collegiate church of Warwick fhould 
be flnifhed, his body mould be laid in a cheft of ftone 
before the altar, on the right hand of his father's 
tomb, and afterwards to be removed into the chapel 
before mentioned, where he directed three mafles 
every day to be fung as long as the world fhould en- 
dure (40). We have a copy of the epitaph inferibed 
on this monument in Leland, which is very exact (41 ). 
But it feems a little ftrange that he does not take any 
notice of an odd circumftance therein, which is, that, 
inftead of the ufual flops, we find the figure of a bear, 
or of a ragged ftafF, through the whole infeription, 
which runs thus (42). 

■ Pray devoutly for the fowle whom God aflbyle of 

* one of the moaft worlhipfull Knyghtes in his dayes 
< of manhod and connynge, Richarde Beauchampe, 

* late Earl of Warwicke, Lord Defpencer of Berge- 
c veny, and of mony other greate Lordfhips, who's 
« body reftithe here under this tombe in a full feire 

* vaulte of ftone fet in the bare roche ; the whiclre 
' vifytedwith long fycknefs in the caftle of Rohan, 
1 therin deceafyd full chriftianly the laft day of Aprile, 
4 the yere of owr Lord God, A. D. 1439, he beThgb 

* at that tyme Livetenaunt General!, and Governor 
4 of Fraunce and of the Duchye of N01 inand vc by 
1 fufiicien auctorite of owr Sovercigne Kynge Harry 


(39) Affimole'i 
Order of tSe 
G^r:er, p. 6 10% 


(40) DugdalcV 
Antiquities of 
Warwickfliire* 
Vol. i. p. 411* 

(41) Leland*! 
hiner, Vol, viii# 
p. 60, 61, 

(42) Antiquitiet 
of Warwick- 
ftiire, Vol. u 
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His fecond Countefs, Ifabel, on her return from France, retired to the monaftery of 
Southwyke, where fhe did not long furvive him, as appears by her monument in the chapel 
of the abbey of Tewkefbury, her Own foundation, the infcription on which fays, that 
fhe died on the 24th of June, 1439 (?)■ As to the pious legacies and foundations of this r?; See the in- 
great Earl and his Countefs, the reader may find an account of them in the books men- 
tioned in the margin. 


tiquities of War- 
wick fh ire, Vol. 
i.p. 41Z. 


* the VI ; the whiche body, with great deliberation 

* and ful worfhipfull conduce by fea and by land, 

* was brought to Warwyke the fowrthe of Oftobar 
€ the yere abovefayde, and was leyde with full fo- 

* leme exequies in a fayre chuft made of ftone in this 

* chirche, afore the well doore of this chapell, ac- 

* cordyhg to his laft wylle and teitament, therein to 

* reft tyll this chapell by hym devifid in his life wer 

* made, al the whiche chapelle foundyd on this roche, 

* and all the members ther of his executors, dyd fully 
4 make and apparil by the aucthorytie of his laft will 

* and teitament, and thereafter by the fayde autho- 

* rietie they dyd translate ful worfhipfullye the fade 

* Body into the vout abovefayde. Honouryd be God 

* therefore.' C. 

# # * [With regard to the number of employments 
held by the Earl of War wick in the fame year (1413), it 
hath been obferved to us, that the office of Lord High 
Steward at a coronation could not take up many days ; 
and that if the Earl was at the fame time commiflioner 
for a treaty with Scotland and with France, which, 
however, does not appear, he either did not a£l in 
both capacities, or France and Scotland, as was na- 
tural, treated jointly. 


If the fine rtory in the note [£)], fays an Ingenious 
corf efpon dent, c be true, which I greatly doubt, it 

* may be prefumed that the three Knights were per- 
' fons tricked up for the purpofe. At leaft, the 

* Prize-Fighters in thofe days mull have agreed, as 

* their fuccetfbrs at Broughton's are iuppofed to have 
c done, not to flrike harder or deeper than mull be 

* fufficient to amufe the mob. For is it to be fup- 
' f>ofed that the Governor of Calais would, if in his 

* right wits, venture his life, and neglect the duties 

* of his office, in a pageant fo unmeaning and uncon- 

* ferjuential r It ought, however, to be remember- 
ed, that when the fpirit of Knight-errantry ran fo 
high, it would give rife to many events, which, 
though abfurd in our eftimation, would be fo far from 
being elteemed fuch in thofe days, that they would be 
confidered as highly honourable, even by men of the 
iirft eminence and abilities. It is fcarcely nece/Hiry 
to inform our readers, that the fubjeft of chivalry, 
and its influence on the minds, manners, and com- 
positions of the times in anci after which it flourifhed, 
have, of late years, among other feudal objects, en- 
gaged the attention of feveral beautiful fens, both in 
France and England.] K. 


BEAUCHAMP (Henry de) fon to Richard Earl of Warwick, of whom in 
the foregoing article. He was born at Hanky caftle in Worcefterfhire, on the 226 of 
March, 1424, and baptized two days afterwards-, the famous Henry Beaufort, Cardinal 
Bifhop of Winchefter, being one of his god-fathers, and Humphrey, Earl of Stafford* 
the other-, his god-mother, Joan, Lady Bergavenny {a). At the time of his father's de- f*/ieUn<Utiiu 
ceafe he was very little above fourteen years of age, and yet he had been for fome time t% p 0U 9 J' 
married ; for his father having formed a defign of allying himfelf to the houfe of Salif- 
bury, he made a double match between this only fon of his, then ftyled Lord Defp^ncer, 
and Cecily, daughter to Richard Nevil, Earl of Salifbury, with whom he had a portion 
of 4700 marks, and at the fame time gave his younger daughter, Ann, to Sir Richard 
Nevil, fon to the Earl before mentioned (b). This Henry, Earl of Warwick, being a (b) r.xteter. 
young Nobleman of great fpirit and courage, offered his fervice before he was full nine- F r e ^' e 7 h n * r [^ es 
teen for the defence of Normandy, with which the King was fo well pleafed, that, by his Eq. issh 
charter, bearing date the fecond of April in the twenty-fecond year of his reign, he created 
him Primier Earl of England, and for a diftindtion between him and all other Earls, he 
farther granted him, and the heirs male of his body, leave to wear a gold coronet upon 
his head, as well in his own prefence as elfewhere, in ail fuch alTemblies, and upon all 
feafts in which the like ornaments were worn (c). Within three days after this he ad- ( C ) Cart. aban. 
vanced him to the rank of Duke of Warwick, in confideratibn of the many virtues and ^c^viT 24 ' 
great fcrvices of his father, granting him place in Parliament and at all other meetings, **' ,n * 35 ' 
next after the Duke of Norfolk, before the Duke of Buckingham ; beftowing like wife a 
penfion of forty pounds per ann. to be paid by the Sheriffs of Warwickfhire and Leicefter- 
fliire out of the revenues of thofe counties, towards the better fupport of that honour (d). ( jj n , aV 
But this extraordinary mark of the royal favour was not more kindly and gratefully re* 
ceived by the young Duke of Warwick, than it was hatefully and enviouily looked upon 
by the Duke of Buckingham, who thought himfelf extremely injured thereby. In that 
reign every thing was apprehended from the feuds and difputes of the nobility -, and there- 
fore, to prevent any ill confequences that might arife from the differences between thefe 
two noblemen, this point was fettled by an aft of parliament-, which declared, that for 
appeafing the contention and fir if e moved betwixt them for that pre-eminence, it was eftablifli- 
ed, that from the fecond of December then next enfuing, they fhould take place of each 
other by turns, one that year, and the other the next, and fo on as long as they fhould live 
together; the Duke of Warwick to have the firft year's precedency, and he which fhould 
furvive, to take place of the other's heir male as long as he lived •, and from that time 
the heir male of each was to take place of the other, according as it fhould happen, that 
he had livery of his lands before him (e). Befides thefe additional titles and marks of jyExBund.Pe. 
honour, the King gave Henry, Duke of Warwick, more fubftantial proofs of his aftec- 
tion and gratitude, by granting him the reverfion, after the death of the Duke of Glou- 
cefter, of the iQands of Guernfey, Jerfey, Sark, Erm, and Alderney, for the yearly 
tribute of a rofe, to be paid at the feaft of St. John the Baptift (f), as alfo of the manor ^jp at .* 4 H,n. 
and hundred of Briftol in Gloucefterfhire, for the yearly farm of tixty pounds, as alfo the vi. P . 
caftles and manors of the King within the foreft of Dene, yielding and paying the yearly 
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(g) Pat. 24-Hen. 
VI, p. i. m« 20. 


(h) Leland's 
Itiner. Vol. vi. 


p. 91. 


(I) Ibid. 

(k) Leland's 
Itin. as before. 


(I) Pat. 47 Hen. 
VI. p. %. m. 27. 

(m ) Rot. Johan. 
Rous. 

(n ) Leland's 
Itin. as before. 


fc'Pat. 27 Heru 
VI. p. 1. m. 1. 


(p ) Penes Ca- 
rrier. Scac. (Re- 
cord at. o£l. m. 
6 E. IV.) 


(a) Efch. lEd. 
111. n. 20. 

(b ) Rot. Franc, 
so Ed. III. p. 1. 
m. 5. 

Rot. Alera. 12 
Ed. III. m. /. 


f f ; Rot. Franc. 
46 E. Ill.m. 14. 


f/J Pat. 9 R. II. 
p. 1. m. 33. 


(g) m. 


(b) Pat. 9 R. II. 
f. 1. m. 5. 
Cart. 9 & 10 
R. II. n. 9. 


f;; Pat.nR.n. 

p. 1. m. 23. 

(k) Dugdale's 
Baronage of Eng- 
land, Vol. iii. 
p. 195. 
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rent of one hundred pounds (g). But, as if all thefe honours and grants M.^nJUi 
infufficient to exprefs the King^s affeftion for this young nobleman, and )"J^ 
and refpefl for his father's fervices, Henry VI. went ftill farther, even to the utmoft ve ge 
and extent of his prerogative, by declaring the faid Henry Duke of Warwick Ki ng of the 
IHand of Wight, and placing the crown upon his head with hiMWn ^ A ^f}^^ 
was the high?!* honour the King could beftow, fo it proved the laft ^our the D ukc 
could receive, fince he was taken off in the flower of his age, at the cattle of Hanky, 
where he was born, on the eleventh of June i 4 45> the twenty-fecond year of his 
age (1). He was buried in the abbey of Tewkfbury, leaving behind him an only daugh- 
ter, Anne, Countefs of Warwick, born at Kacrdiff in February 1 443 ({); 1 h i s y oun S 
lady was firft under the tutelage of Queen Margaret (Confort to Henry VI.); afterwards 
Ihc was committed to the care of William de la Pole, Duke of Suffolk 5 at whofe manor 
of Newelme in the county of Oxford, fhe deceafed January 3, 1449, having not quite 
attained fix years of age (/). She was afterwards buried m the abbey ot Reading, near 
the body of her great-grandmother Conftance Lady Defpenfer, daughter ot Edmund ot 
Langley, Duke of York (»). As for Cicely, Duchefs of Warwick, fhe afterwards 
efpoufed John Lord Tiptoff, Earl of Worcefter, but did not long live with him, debat- 
ing in the month of July 1450, and was buried in the abbey church ot Tewkfbury (»). 
In order to complete our account of this moft noble family, we mutt farther obferve, that 
upon thedemileof Anne, Countefs of Warwick, in her childhood, Anne, fitter to Henry 
Duke of Warwick, of the whole blood, became his fole heir, and her hutoand, Richard 
Nevil Earl of Salifbury, took in her right the title of Warwick (<?). This title was after- 
wards confirmed to him by patent dated July 23, 14451 wich aU the preheminences 
enjoyed by any of his wife's anceftors, before htr brother Henry was created Duke ot 
Warwick. After this, Richard Earl of Warwick and Anne his Countefs, levied a fine 
xv Trin. 28 Hen. VI. by which they entailed the cattle of Warwick, with a great num- 
ber of fine lordfhips, in that and fixteen other counties, upon the iffue of their bodies 
lawfully begotten, and for default thereof upon the iffue of her, with the remainder to the 
heirs of Richard Beauchamp late Earl of Warwick, &c. (p) Thus we have (hewn how 
this high honour defcendedfrom the Mauduits to the Beauchamps, and from them in the 
fame manner to the Nevils. At prefent we are to proceed with other honourable branches, 
from this great flock of the Beauchamps Earls of Warwick ; and firit of 

BEAUCHAMP (John de) Baron of Kidderminfter in the reign of Richard II. 
and the firft Baron created by patent in this kingdom. He was the fon of Sir Richard 
Beauchamp of Holt, who was the grandfon of William de Beauchamp of tlmeley, and 
brother to William de Beauchamp the firft Earl of Warwick of that family. He was 
born in 1320, and by the death of his father inherited the lands of Holt in Worcefterfhire, 
1 Edward III. (a) He was early in the fervice of his Prince ; for 12 Edward III. when 
he was not more than twenty, he was in the expedition to Flanders, and in 20 Edw. I If. 
in France, and acquired reputation in both {b). In 1353 he was in Gaicoigne, in the 
retinue of Thomas Earl of Warwick, and continued there all the next year (c). In the 
thirty- third of the fame reign he ferved again in France with much honour. In the forty- 
fecond of that King, he went over into that realm on the fame account (d) \ and in 
46 Edward III. he attended the King's fon, John Duke of Lancafter, in his expedition 4* e. hi. m. 3. 
into Spain (e). By thefe long and faithful fervices to the Crown, he fo raifed his credit at 
Court, that in the fixth of Richard II. being then one of the Efquires of the King's 
chamber, he had 3 grant of twenty marks per annum, out of the manor of Sutton, in the 
foreft of Macclesfield in Chefhire (f). But growing more and more into the King's fa- 
vour, he, in the ninth of the fame reign, from the like confiderations, and becaufe he had 
received the honour of knighthood, under the King's banner difplayed againft Scotland, 
had an annuity granted him of one hundred marks, out of the King's rents and revenue 
in North Wales (g). But foon after he made a furrender of this annuity, and, inftead 
thereof, had a confiderable grant made him in Caermarthenfhire, and was alfo appointed 
Chief-Juftice of North-Wales, both for term of his life. He had alfo a fpecial charter of 
divers liberties and privileges, as well in vert and venifon, as other things, in his lordfhip 
of Kidderminfter, in the county of Worcefter, granted him, much about the fame time 
{h). By thefe repeated teftimonies of royal kindnefs, Sir John Beauchamp, who was now 
advanced to be Steward of the King's houfhold, and one of his chief favourites, was en- 
couraged to procure new gifts from the Crown v and, therefore, in the eleventh year of 
King Richard, laying hold of the breaking out of a French war, Sir John Beauchamp 
obtained for himfelf, a grant of all the manors and lands belonging to the priory of Deer- 
hurft in the county of Gloucefter, then feized into the King's hands ; as all other priories- 
alien were (/'). By fuch grants he acquired a good eftate-, and to add an augmentation of 
honour to thofe of fortune, he procured himfelf to be created Baron Kidderminfter by 
patent, limiting that honour to his heirs male ; which became the precedent for all future 
creations (*) It was thought that the King intended him farther honours, and one 

hiftorian 


(c) Rot.Cafcon. 
27 Ed. ill. m. i. 

(d) Rot. Fraoc. 


[J] Which became the precedent for ail future crea- 
tions.] It was this circumftance of his being the firft 
Baron created by patent, which induced us to infert 


his article preferable to others of his noble family, of 
whom enough might be colledled from our hiltories to 
fill a volume. But in order to conceive the reafon of 

this, 
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hiftorian tells us particularly, that he was to have had the title of Bridgnorth (/), if a (ij stowe's An- 

fudden rcverfe of fortune had not put a flop to his matter's power, and to his profperity. ,uls > p*3°4« 

PPhis happened in the fame, or the next, year, viz. 1388, when the Duke of Gloucefter, 

and 01 her powerful Lords, having firft defeated the army raifed by the King's favourite, 

whom he had created Duke of Ireland, marched on to London, and forced him to call a 

Parliament, which for the ftrange and extraordinary things done therein, and thereby, was 

callt* d the IVonder-working Parliament (m). Amongft other noble perfons then called to (WTho.Wai- 

account for their paft behaviour, our Lord Eeauchamp was one, who was firft removed lin ^ h - p- 3 6 5- 

from his office of Treafurer of the King's houfehold, then fent prifoner to Dover-caftle, 

and laftly condemned and executed for high treafon upon Tower-Hill (;/) [51. Thus Wh, Knygk- 

died ton, p. „ 7S . 


(i^ pel.lcn's 
Titles of Ho, 
niyr, Lond. 
1672, fol. p. 
569— 62c. 

(2) Spsltr.an. 
Glofi'ogr jMi. 
-voce Baro. 


(3) See Sir Wil- 
liam DujicalcV 
Preface to the 
firft and fecond 
Volumes of his 
Baronage of 
England. 

(4) The old Re- 
cord Modus t£- 
nend'' Parliament, 

{$) SelJen's 
Titles of Ho- 
nour, Lond. 
1604, 4*0, p. 

*74> *75- 
He afterwards 
changed his opi- 
nion of this mat- 
ter entirely, as 
appears from 
what is faid in 
the fubfequent 
editions in folio ; 
but the reafon of 
the thing, and 
the authority on 
which it was 
founded, re 
main, and will 
always remain 
the fame. 

(6) Camd. Bri- 
tan. p. 122, 


(7) SeeDugdale'i 
Preface before 
cited. 


C8)Pat, n R. 
II. p. i. m. 12, 


this, it will be neceffary to fay fomevvhat of the dif- 
ferent kinds of Barons and Baronies amongft us. He 
who would fee all the ancient learning upon this fub- 
je&, and has a mind to judge for himfelf as to the 
moll probable etymology of the word, and its various 
fgnifieations, may confult the learned Selden (i), or 
the no lefs learned S^.-iman (2), who have undoubted- 
ly ihewn as much labour, reading, and judgment, on 
the fuhjecl:, as any man can expect. In refpeft to our 
prefent purpofe, it i^ fufiicient to fay, that as at his 
entrance into this kingdom, William Duke of Nor- 
mandy fubjected moil lands to military or honorary 
tenures, as in making hereditary Earls, fo he in veiled 
others in fmaller territories, and with lower jurifdic- 
tion ; thrfe were Barons (3). Such perfons might, 
and did grant lands to others, to hold of them as they 
of the King, and if the number and value" of thefe 
amounted to 133 Knights fees, then fuch a one was 
Baro Regis, and might fit in parliament. Thus it is 
clear our firft Barons had their dignity a cenfu from 
their poffeffions, or, as things flood then, from their 
tenures; for whoever held land to the value of four 
hundred marks immediately from the King, was his 
Baron (4). But Baronies were not only held from the 
King, but from Earls and other fuperior nobility ; 
and if fuch as held under them attained the limited 
fum of four hundred marks, then he became a Ba- 
tons Peer, or one having equal privileges with a Ba- 
ron ; and thus we plainly fee the fenfe of Baroncs and 
Pares Baronum (5). But befides thefe there were yet 
another kind of Barons, that is, fuch as held lands 
with mean jurifdiction, but not to this value; in plain 
En glim, every Lord of a manor to whom as fuch a 
Court- Baron belonged, In ancient times therefore, 
that is, before the forty-eighth of Henry III. upon 
the King's calling a parliament, all who had a right 
to fit therein, came of their own accord: but at that 
time we are told, the King having made his peace 
with Simon de Montfort, it was agreed that fuch of 
the Barons only mould refort to Parliament as the 
King fummoned (6). By this means came in the fe- 
cond fort of Barons, who are from thence Ailed Ba- 
rons by writ* But of thefe there have been diftin- 
guifhed two kinds, wfcu Barons by writ and tenure , 
and by writ only : for the King might if he pleafed 
fummon others as well as Barons to Parliament; but 
this did not give their posterity, or indeed them fe Ives, 
a right to fit in Parliament independently of the fum- 
mon s from the Crown, whence fome have taken a 
new diflinclion between Barons and Peers (7) ; efteem- 
ing the former, fuch as were fo by tenure, as well as 
fummons, and the latter fuch as obtained their feats 
in Parliament by their writs only. As to the third 
kind of Barons by patent, our John de Beauchamp be- 
ing the firft, and this now being as ufual a method, 
or rather more fo, of creating Barons, than the other 
by writ, it may not be amifs (efpecially as they are 
fhort) to infert the King's letters patents on this oc- 
cafion (8). 

RICHARDUS, &c. Sa'atis quod, pro Bonis et 
gratuitis fer<uitiis quee dileclus et fidelis miles nojler Jo- 
hannes de Beauchamp de H O L T fenefchallus hofpicii 
noflri nobis impend it, ac loco per ipfum Tempore Coro- 
nationis noflra hucufque impenfo et quern pro nobis tenere 
poterit in futurum in noftris Conjiliis et Parliament is, 
nec non pro no bill et fdeli gene re unde defcendit, ac pro 
fuis magnificis fenfu et circumfpeclione, ipfum Johannem 
in unicum Parium ac Baronum Regni nojiri Angliae 
praficimuSy <volentes quod idem Johannes et heredes maf- 
culi de corpore fuo exeuntes /latum Baronis obtineat ac 
Domini de Beauchamp, et Bar ones de Kidermyfler, 
nuncupentur. Incttjusrei, T. 

Vol. II. 


The form of thefe Patents hath been fince often 
varied, but this before us feems to be remarkably 
clear, fuccin£t, and to the purpofe, agreeing very 
well with the account which we have before given of 
the ftate and degree of Barons of this realm, until this 
method of creation took place. With refpedt to the 
other ceremonies ufed in conferring this dignity, Sir 
William Dugdale difcourfes thus : ' That the folemn 
inveftiture of this John, and all other the Barons 
who were thenceforth created by patent, was per- 
formed by the King himfelf, by putting on a robe 
of fcarlet, as alfo a mantle (with two guards on the 
left moulder), and a hood all furred with minever* 
there is no doubt. Which form of creation conti- 
nued, until the thirteenth year of King James, that 
Sir James Hay (a Scotfman) was advanced to the 
dignity of a Baron of this realm, by letters patent* 
bearing date the 29th of June, by the title of Lord 
Hay of Sauley, in Com. Ebor. the Lawyers then 
declaring, that the delivery of the letters patent 
was fufricient without any ceremony. But now be- 
fides this honourable Robe, through the fpecial fa- 
vour of our prefent fovereign King Charles II. there 
hath been granted to the Barons a coronet of gold, 
with fix pearls placed upon the circle thereof, as by 
a fpecial inflrument under his Majefty's royal fignet* 
bearing date upon the 6th day of July, 166 1 , in the 
thirteenth year of his reign, appearcth, the form of 
which is by divers Painters and Carvers already fo 
much miflaken, as that they commonly advance the 
pearls thereon in fuch fort, as thofe are wherewith 
the Earls coronets be regularly adorned, though not 
(as yet) to the full height, whereas they being de- 
vifed in imitation of the Vifcounts coronets, the 
pearls ought to Hand as they do, without any ad- 
vancing at all.' 
[i?] Condemned and executed for bigh-treafon upoft 
Tower-bilL] The circum fiances of this Nobleman's 
unhappy fate are but confufedly reported in our ge- 
neral hiflories, and the dates very differently fet down ; 
but from the belt authorities we can procure, this 
tranfaction feems to have happened thus. King Ri- 
chard II. was a Prince of great con de fee nil on and 
good nature, which made him too eafy towards fuch, 
as by being long in his fervice, and gratifying his 
humours, had found a way to conciliate his good 
graces (9). Sir John Beauchamp, of Holt, was one 
clofely allied by all the ties of friendlhip, gratitude, 
and intereft, to thofe about the King, who were molt 
obnoxious to the Lords, fuch as Alexander Ncvil, 
Archbifhop of York ; Robert de Vere, Duke of Ire- 
land ; and Michael de la Pole, Earl of Suffolk ; and 
for their fervice had confultcd and acted in all the 
fleps taken to preferve the King's miniilers, and to 
bring the patriot Lords under the imputation of trea- 
fon, for what they had done in Parliament for the 
King's fervice and the public good. It was very pro- 
bably for this conduct, and ill-turned zeal for the 
King's inclination againft his intereft, that he was, 
October 10, 1387, raifed to the dignity of Lord 
Beauchamp of Kidderminftcr (*). But the tide foon 
turned, for the five great Lords, Thomas, Duke of 
Gloucefter ; Henry, Earl of Derby ; Richard, Earl 
of Arundel and Surrey; Thomas, Earl of Warwick; 
and Thomas, Earl Marfhal, feeing plainly that fince 
Sir F.obert Trefilian and the relt of the Judges had, 
at the inftigation of the King and his favourites, de- 
clared them traitors, there was no way to avoid beino- 
treated as fuch, but by having recourfe to force ; im- 
mediately began to arm, and hearing that the King 
was got to London before them, where he had a 
ftrong party, they affembled their forces at Haringay- 
Park 1 near Highgate, where they appeared to be 
T 40,000 
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died Richard Beauchamp, Baron of Kidderminfter, in the fixty-cighth year cf his age, 
leaving, by Joan his wife, daughter and heir to Robert le Fitzwirh {o\ John, his fen 
and heir, about ten years of age, during whofe minority the lordlhip cf Hole was^ com- 
mitted to the cultody of Thomas Reauchamp Earl of Warwick, from whom it was 
held (p). When this John de Beauchamp came to man's eftatc, he attended King Ri- 
chard 11 in his voyage to Ireland (j), but it does not appear that he v/as reftored to his 
father's honours [CJ. In the eighth of Henry IV. we find that he executed the office of 
Efcheator for the county of Worcefter (r), which he likewife had in the reign of 
Henry V. (j), and in the eighth year of that King died poflefT-d of four manors in War- 
wickfhire, and two in Worcefterfliire, which eftate defended to his daughter and fo!e 
heirefs Margaret (/;, then twenty years of age, who was married fir ft to John Paunceforr, 
and afterwards to John Wyfham (*), of whole pofterity I find no account. 


V. 11. 70. 

(a J Bid. n. 7U 


(10) H. Knygh 
ton, col. 2701. 


(11) Tho. WaU 
fingh. p. 365. 
fl. 30. 40. 

(12) Rot. Pari. 
it R. II. n. r. 
P- 2. 


(13) H. Knygh- 
ton, ub 'ifu^ra* 


(14) Tho. Wal- 
fingham,p. 365. 
n. 40. 

(i5lHiftor.Vita 
ic Regni Rich. 
II. a monacho 
quodam de Eve- 
(ham cungus 
aata, p. 102. 


(16) H. Knygh- 
ton, ubi [upra, 


(17) Chron. 
Godftovianum. 
MS. p. 121. 


40,000 ftrong (10). The King ufed all the means he 
Could devife, to lave when he could no longer fupport 
his creatures ; and fending molt of them out of the 
way, he confented at laft to a conference with the 
Lords in the Tower, at which he promifed to come 
the next day to Weftminfter, to confider of the belt 
means for fettling public affairs, now in the utmoil 
diftraction. Before the next morning, however, he 
changed his mind : but upon the Lords giving him to 
underitand, that if he would not come and counte- 
nance their counfels with his prefence, they would 
take other meafures, implying they would elect an- 
other Prince, he was conltrained to go, and when 
a mo n git them, gave up all his Minifters, who were 
foon after feized, and fent to feveral prifons, and 
am on git the reft Lord Beauchamp was transferred to 
Dover-caftle (11), there to be kept till he mould abide 
the judgment of the next Parliament (that wonderful 
Parliament mentioned in the text), which was fum- 
moned to meet upon the third of February next fol- 
lowing (12). The firlt itep taken when this Parlia- 
ment did meet, was a folemn claim made therein by 
the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, that whatever was 
moved therein, or in future Parliaments, touching 
Peers, mould be difcufTed and decided not by the 
civil law or common law of the land, but by the law 
and cuitom of Parliament, which by the King was 
cheerfully granted. In confequence of this, the five 
great Lords before mentioned, as appellants, accufed 
or impeached the Archbifhop of York, the Duke of 
Ireland, and the Earl of Suffolk, of various treafons, 
and they being fled were condemned for want of an- 
fwer (13). On the twelfth of March following, Si- 
mon Burley, John Beauchamp of Holt, John Salif- 
bury, and James Berners, Knights, were impeached 
by the Commons of various treafons, as beinj* engaged 
with, and alMing in the contrivances of the great 
Lords before mentioned. Thtfe articles, in number 
fixteen, have nothing in them very remarkable, except 
that Sir John Beauchamp is charged with having 
been unfaithful to his old mailer King Edward III. 
and to Lionel Duke of Clarence (14), whence an old 
Monkilh hiitorian (15) takes upon him to ftyle this 
unfortunate Lord an old falfe Traitor \ which however 
is not jultified by any proof. To this impeachment 
the perfons accufed pleaded Not guilty ; the Commons 
joined iiTue, and the Lords took time to confider, 
adjourning to the twentieth of that month, then to 
the thirteenth of April, and laftly to the fifth of May, 
when they gave judgment, as is ufual in cafes of high- 
treafon, on Sir Simon Burley: but in regard he was 
a Knight of the Garter, his father's old iervant, and 
his own, the King remitted all but the beheading, 
which he fufiered on Tower-hill (16). On the 
twelfth of May the Lord Beauchamp, Sir John Salif- 
bury, and Sir James Berners, received the like fen- 
tence. Beauchamp and Berners were the fame day 
beheaded, and Sir John Salifbury fuffered according 
to his fentence at the common place of execution (17). 


After all thefe feverities (which had been extorted 
from the King) were over, fome new demands were 
formed to prevent fuch a turn as had happened once 
before in this reign, which were, that no judgments 
given in this Parliament mould be reverfed, none of 
the ftatutes made contravened, and none of the par- 
ties attainted pardoned, which the King promifed 
(18). He likewife, to fatisfy the people more eitec- (i3) H. Knygfe* 
tually, and to re-fettle the crown upon his head, re- ton, ubijufr** 
newed his coronation-oath, hoping after thefe great 
facrifices to reign happily, in which however he was, 
chiefly through the uniteadinefs of his own nature, 
miferably difappointed. 

# # * [Such of our readers as wifh to fee a full and 
particular account of the proceedings cf the Wonder- 
, working Parliament, may have recourfe to the Parlia- 
mentary Hiilory, Volume the Firlt, p. 437 — 466.3 

K. 

[C] But it does not appear that he was reftored to his 
father's honours. ] It was the great misfortune of this 
unhappy Monarch, Richard II. that he was ready to 
rific any thing for his favourites when they were pre - 
fent, but did not fo much regard thofe who fufrered 
from their attachment to him, when either banifhed 
or dead. Thus, notwithstanding all his affection for 
the Duke of Ireland, and the hazards he had run to 
fupport him, when he efcaped to the Low-Countries, 
he let him remain there in fo low and poor a condi- 
tion, that he broke his heart (19). It is true, that 
afterwards, in the twenty-firft year of his reign, A. D. 
1398, when he had brought matters fo about as to 
have all things done in the Parliament, held in the 
nth of his reign, declared null and void ; and thofe 
who had acted moft in them, attainted on that fcore 
of high-treafon, he procured an exprefs repeal of all 
forfeitures incurred by judgments then given (.0) : 
yet we do not find that this young man was reftored 
to his honour of Kidderminfter, or that he had any 
benefit of the royal grants made to his father. But 
perhaps we want fufricient memoirs of thofe times to 
enable us to fpeak with certainty on that head. It is 
very remarkable, that on the execution of Sir ,Simon 
Burley, the Earl of Arundel interpofed fo warmly 
with the Duke of Gloucefter to fave his life, that a 
quarrel had very nearly happened on his refuial ; but 
we hear nothing of any application made by Thomas 
Earl of Warwick in behalf of his near relation the 
Lord Beauchamp, though upon his unfortunate death 
he had his eftate and fon committed to his care. But 
upon the new and ltrange turn in 1398, this very Earl 
of Warwick was, by the fame kind of procefs, appeal- 
ed and convicted of treafon, and received (though 
remitted) the fame fentence with Lord Beauchamp 
(21). Such fudden and violent revolutions was this 
age fubject to, from the rage of parties, the power of 
faction, and the fcandalous corruptions of Parlia- 
ments ; fo that no man knew how to be fafe, or by 
what means to diltinguifh loyalty from treafon. C. 


(19) H.Knygb* 
too, col. 2075, 


(20} Fhnr.CV 
run. 2 1 R. tU 
n. 50, 51. 


fa ) Rot. Fin. 
17 Hen. VI, 
in. 10. 

(b) Cart. 25 Be 
26 Hen. VI. 
n. 20. 


BEAUCHAMP (John de) fon to Sir William de Beauchamp, Conftable of 
the cattle of Gloucefter, by Catherine, daughter to Gerard de Usflete, was, on the death 
of Richard de Beauchamp Earl of Warwick, conuituted one of the guardians of his fon 
Henry (a). He purchafed from Thomas de Botreax, the moiety of the manor of 
Alceftor, and obtained from King Henry VI. a charter for various privileges and immu- 
nities to that place, as alfo the grant of another fair to be held there on the eve of St 
Dunftan, and to continue for two days following (l>). He was in fo great credit with 
that Monarch, that in the twenty-fifth year of his reign, he was advanced by him to the 
dignity of Lord Beauchamp of Fowykc, and had an annuity of fixty pounds, out of the 

fee- 


BEAUCHAMP, 

fee-farm of the city of Gloueefter (c\ He was alfo conftituted Juftice of South Wales, 
with power to execute that office byjfimfelf, or his fbfficienc Depiuy (d). About three 
years after this, by the kindncfs of the fame Prince, he was promoted to the office of 
Lord-High Trealurer of England, which he did not hold full two years (e), but retiring 
to a private life, died at a good old age, in the year 1475 (f)> leaving his ion Sir Richard 
Beauchamp then forty years of age, who married Elizabeth, daughter of Sir Humphrey 
Stafford, Knt. in the private chapel of his manor houfe of Beauchamp's Court, by viriue 
of a fpecial licence from the Rifhop of Worcefter (g), by which lady he had three 
daughters coheireflfcs, the eldeftj Elizabeth, married Sir Robert Willoughby, Lord 
Brooke; the fecond, Anne, to Richard Ligon ; and the third, Margaret, to William 
Rede (b). C. 

BEAUCHAMP (Willi am de) Lord Bergavenny. He was the younger fon 
of Thomas de Beauchamp, Earl of Warwick, arid Catherine Mortimer, as has been 
before fhewn (a) ; and there are no memoirs extant of any one of this noble family better 
worth notice, than thole of this Lord Bergavenny. He feems to have made his firft 
campaign in 1360 under the famous John of Gaunt, Puke of Lancafter in his expe- 
dition into Caftile, who, when the armies were in fight, is recorded to have f.iid, Sir 
William, yonder are our enemies, this day /hall you gain the name of a fuccefsful Knight, cr 
elfe die in the quarrel He lerved continually after this through that whole reign, moflly 
under John Duke of Lancafter, fomctimes in Spain, fometimes in France, by land fome- 
times, and fometimes by lea (c). For thefe great lervkes and others expected from him* 
we find that in the firlt of Richard II. he was appo ; nted Governor of the caftle and county 
of Pembroke, and in the tourth of the fame King, Lord Chamberlain, with an annual 
penfion of two hundred pounds for life (d). The fame year he was retained to ferve by 
indenture with two hundred men at arms, and two hundred archers, under Edmund de 
Lang'.ey, Karl of Cambridge, in Spain {e). In the fixth of that King, he fhould have 
ferved under that martial Prelate, Henry Spencer, Bifhop of Norwich, then victorious in 
Flanders ; but not receiving, according to the terms of his agreement, the full fum of five 
hundred marks, Lord Bergavenny declined the fervice (f). In the feventh of that King, he 
was retained in the manner before defcribed, to ferve as Captain of Calais for two years, 
and was alfo appointed a Commiftioner to treat with the crown of France about a peace;. 
His conduct in this important employment, was not only every way irreproachable, but 
fo highly etteemed and approved, that his commiffion was continued for three years more, 
in which fpace he took from the French no lefs than forty-eight velfcls, two of which were 
laden with fpices, and fame with white herrings bound for i landers (g). In the ninth tff 
King Richard, he again attended the Duke of Lancafter into Spain, to fuppcrt his pre- 
tentions to the crown of Caftile. He was the next year conftituted Captain of the caftles 
of Pembroke and Kilgaran in Wales, and holding ltill his command of Calais, was ap- 
pointed the King's Commiffioner to treat with the Earl of Flanders (h). It was at this 
juncture he diftinguiihed himfelf in a manner fo particular, that it deferves to be for ever 
remembered. Amcngft other bafe ichemes put into the head of King Richard II. by his 
favourites, one was, to retire, when the Duke of Gloueefter and the other Lords were near 
London with an army, to France, and there purchafe the affiftance of that Monarch, by 
giving up to him molt of the furtreffes he then held in that realm (*), If it be ibme fcan- 
dal to our country, that it produced men bafe enough to betray a young and inconfiderate 
Prince into fo foul a contrivance; we mult allow that it is no lefs honourable for us, that 
this gallant Lord Bergavenny had the courage to ftand in the gap to fecure our pofleffions 
from being fo (harr.efully given up, and, at the hazard of his life, to ferve the King againft 
his will, and merit his confidence by a noble adt of difobedience. For when all things were 
ready at home for carrying this dark defign into execution, and the King fent orders to 
this Lord to quit his command, and tranfrnit certain letters to the court of France, he 
ftoutly refufed both (k). Fie declared with refpedt to the former, that he was intrufted 
with this important fortrefs, with the advice and confent of the nobility, and without their 
confent he would not render up his command. As for the letters (guefllng at their tenor), 
inftead of fending them to Paris, he tranfmitted them to the Duke of Gloueefter in Eng- 
land. He went ftill farther than this : for when John de la Pole, brother to the great favour- 
ice Suffolk, came with the King's orders to take from him the command of Calais, he not 
only refufed to yield it into his hands, but feized him and carried him over prifoner to 
England, which at that time incenfed the King to fuch a degree, as it entirely ruined 
the fcheme of his minifters, that he caufed the Lord Bergavenny immediately after his ar- 
rival, to be arrefted and committed to clofe cultody; but foon after, either through fear 
or choice, caufed him to be fet at liberty again (/). But I do not find (and I fpeak it to his 
honour) that after this, he was much employed during that reign. But in the very firft 
of Henry IV. we find him conftituted Juftice of South Wales for life, and reftofed to the 
government of the town and caftle of Pembroke and Lordlhip of Tineby, with the addition 
of the caftle and lordlhip of Kilgaran, and county of Ofterlowe alfo for life, paying 
into the Exchequer feventy marks per ann. (m) This noble Lord deceafed about 1411, 
poffefHrd of a very large eftate, which defcended to his only fon by Joan, one of the 
daughters of Richard, Earl of Arundel, one of the filters and coheire fifes of Thomas, 
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(e) Pat. j 2 Ren, 
VI p 3. m . 33, 

(d) ha. 

(e) ?*r 2SHen. 
VI. p. i. m. 19. 

(ft ElVh. 15 E. 
IV. n. 1. 

(ft) Carpenter, 
Vol, i. t. rf. a. 


(b)Z(ch 16 H. 
ViJI. n. 3. 


fa J See before in 
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(h) Froif ird, 
lib.i. p. 138* 


(c ) Rot. Frarfc, 
5 R. II. m.4. 
Rot. Fra..c. 6 
R.II. on. 30. 

(dj PjC 4 Rich, 
II p. 1. rn. 5. 

(e) Ex Autogr. 
pones cleric. pell. 


(f) Tho. Wa}- 
fin^h. p. 365* 


( g) Rot. Franc, 
7 R. II. m. 24. 
Hen. K:nyghton f 
col. 2676. n. 20. 


(k) Rot. Franc. 
11 R. 11 m. 6. 
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il. p. 77. 


(k) FI.Knvgfi. 
ton, col. 2698. 
n. 10. 
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(n) Efch. 4 
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(0) Rot. Fin. 
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BEAVER. BEAUFORT. 

Earl of Arundel, and widow of Humphrey de Bahun, Earl of Hereford, Eflex, and 
Northampton In). The name of this only fon and fucceffor of the Lord Bergavenny was 
Richard, who married the Lady Ifabel Defpenfer very foon after his father s death, and 
had by her a very large eltate in land (c). In the fourth year of Henry V., we find him 
retained to ferve the King abroad in his wars, where he behaved with fuch courage, wil- 
dom, and fuccefs, and rendered the King fo many and fo important fervices, that in re- 
ward of his zeal and fidelity, that Monarch advanced him, in the eighth year of his reign, 
to the title of Earl of Worcefter (p) ; and for the better iupport ot that dignity, made 
him large grants of land in Normandy and other parts of France (j). It was not long 
that he furvived to enjoy thefe marks of Royal favour ; for very fcon after, he was ( 
wounded by a Hone from a fiin" at Nufembry in France, of which he languiflied for fome M<m.<». Angii 


(t)MomW. An- 
gli-an. Vol. i. 
J 5 S. 


Baronage of 
England, Vol. i, 
p. 251,252. 


(q) Pat. Nor. 
man. 9 Hen. V. 
30. 


Vol. 1. p, 
50. 


time and then died : His body was interred at Tewklbury with great folemnity (r), and 
in him ended this branch of the family. He left an only daughter Elizabeth, born at 
Hanley cattle, December 16, 1415, who afterwards married Edward Nevill, a younger 
fon of Ralph Nevill, Earl of Weftmoreland (s). The bed part of his paternal eftate de- 
fended, by virtue of a fpecial entail, to Richard Beauchamp, Earl of Warwick, who 
obferving that his widow Ifabel, Countefs of Worcefter, had a very large eftate, and a 
fair proipea of increaling it, he applied to the court of Rome for a fpecial difpeniation to 
enable him to marry her, who had been his uncle's fon's wife which having obtained, 
he efpoufed her(/), and had by her, as we have already (hewn, Henry, Duke of War- 
wick and a daughter, Anne, by whom this title was transferred to the family of Nevill. 
We might add to thefe many other illuftrious perfons of this great and noble family, fuch 
as Roger Beauchamp of Bletfho, from whom the St. Johns, Barons of Bletftio, are de- 
fended (u) ; B fliop Beauchamp of Hereford (w), Richard Beauchamp, Lord St.Amand, 
who died in the reign of Henry VII., and was buried in the Black-Friars church near 
Ludgate (*)• But the bounds we have prefcribed to ourfelves in this work, will not ad- (*) 
mit of our profecuting our account of this family any farther nor had we infifted on it cnnct> p 
fo long, but as it affords variety of circumftances neceffary to be referred to in many fub- 
fequent articles. C. 


(iu) Godwin, 
dePraeful. 


\* [In Edmondfon's Hiftorical and Genealogical Account of the noble family of Gre- 
ville, including the Earls of Warwick, there is a concife and well written Hiftory of the 
Beauchamp family, p. 26 — 53. We think it fufficient barely to refer to this work, as the 
preceding articles, though curious and pleafing, have in them, in our opinion, too much 
of the nature of a peerage. Were the Biographia Britannica to give a fimilar detail of 
many other great families, it would not only depart, in a certain degree, from its more 
immediate defign, but be extended to a very improper length.] K. 


(a ) Balcus 
Script. Eritan. 
Cent. IV. n. tfo. 
Pits, de Illufrr. 
Angl. Script, 
an. 1306. 


(d) Bale & Pits, 
ubi fujra* 

(f) SeeBifliop 
Nicolfon's "Eng- 
lifli Hiftoric. 
Library, edit. 
Lond. 1736, 
fo\. p. 63. 


BEAVER (John), otherwife named Bever, and in Latin Fiber, Fiberius, Cajior, and 
Caftorius (a), was a Beneditftine Monk in Weftminfter-Abbey, and flourilhed about the 
beginning of the XlVth century (£). He was a man of quick parts, and of great dili- (£j in 1306, fay* 
gence and ingenuity (c) : But he applied himfelf particularly to the ftudy of the Hiftory £-jV!if&Pitv 
and Antiquities of England, and became a great matter of both. Among other things, 
he wrote a Chronicl^of the Britifo and Englijb Affairs, from the coming in of Brute to his 
own time [yf]. He alio wrote a book De Rebus ceenobii Weftmonarienfes, of Weftminfter- 
Abbey, and the feveral Tranfaftions relating thereto (d). Leland commends him (e) as (e) Aflett.Regjb 
an hiftorian of good credit-, and he is alio cited with refpeft by J. Stow in his Survey of cmn^e't* 
London and Weftminfter (f). Bale fays (g), he doth not give a flight or fuperficial ac- c y n.cant. 
count, but a full and judicious relation, of things ; and takes proper notice of the virtues (g) uhl ! u P r ** 
and vices of the perfons mentioned in his Hiftory. 

There was another of the fame name, a Monk of St. AlbanV, who left behind him a 
collection of fome treatiles that are of no great value. They are extant in the King's 
Library (h). (h) % f.viu 


(l) Vitelliu5, 
E. XVII. 4. 


(a ) Catalog, of 
the Nobil. by 
R. B. 

Dugdale's Baro- 
nage, Vol. ii. 

p. 121* 

Sandford and 
Stebbing's Ge- 
nealogic. Hift. 
Book IV. c. 8. 
Lond. 1707, 
p. 322. 


[^] He wrote a Chronicle of the Britijh and Eng- 
lijh affairs .] It was never publiflied, but remains in 
manufcript in feveral places, particularly in the Cot- 
tonian library (1). In the fire there, it was pretty 


much damaged, but may (till be ufed. Mr. Hearne 
published, in 1735, propofals for the printing of it; 
but his death put a Hop to the publication (2). M. 


the Title, of a 
It was taken 
Lancafter, by 
fecond fon of 


BEAUFORT, was at firft the Surname, and became afterwards 
noble family, which hath produced feveral eminent perfons of both fexes. 
from the caftle of Beaufort in Anjou (a), which came to the Houle of 
Blanche of Artois, Queen of Navarre, wife to Edmund Crouch-back, 
King Henry III., and firft Earl of Lancafter. The children to whom that SURNAME 
was firft given, were John, Henry, Thomas, and Joan j being the natural ifllie of John 
of Gaunt, Duke'of Lancafter (fourth fon of King Edward 111.), by Catherine, daughter 
of Sir Payn Roet, Knight, Guyenne King of Arms, and widow of Sir Otes (b) Swinford, 
then Govcrnefs to the Ladies Philippa and Elizabeth, daughters of the faid Earl of Lan- 
cafter (0 j and afterwards married to him, being hi? third wife {d) % Thofe children were 

S legitimated 
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(b) Dugdale 
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BEAUFORT. 

legitimated by Act of Parliament [A\ bearing date February 9, 1396-7, the twentieth 
ot Richard II., and exemplified afterwards by King Henry IV., on February 'O, 1406-7 
{e ; by which lrgir.irnation they were rendered capable of all offices and honours whatfo 
ever, the royal dignity excepted. In pursuance of this, John was created Earl of So- 
merlet ; Henry became Bifhop of Winchelter, and Cardinal of St. Eufebius ; and Tho- 
mas was made Earl of Dorfet, and Duke of Exeter (/). [pan was married, firft to Ro- 
be rr, ion ot Robert Lord Ferrers, and afterwards to Ralph Neville, the firft Earl of 
Weilmoreland. The grandfon of John Earl of Somerfet, was Henry Duke of Somerset, 
who being beheaded April 3, 146 4, for his adherence to the Houfe of Lancufter, left 
iflue by Joan Hill, or De la Montaign, an only natural fon named Charles, who affumed 
the furnamc of Somerfet. Defctnded from him in the fifth generation, was Edward So- 
merfet Marquis of Worcefter ; cn whom King Charles I. conferred the TITLE of Baron 
Beaufort (g), as King Charles II. did that of Duke of Beaufort (December 2, 1682) on 
his fon Henry Somerfet, great-great-great-grandfather of the prefent Duke of Beaufort, 
who is the fifth Duke of that name, the firft Duke having been fucceeded by his grand- 
fon. 

[J] Tbofe children were legitimated by acl of par- Exeter, and Lord-Chancellor of England, intimating, 
liament. ] There is an obfervation at the beginning of that Pope Urban VI., at the earneft requeft of King 
this acl, made by Dr. Edmund Stafford, Bifhop of Richard II., had before legitimated thefe children (1). 

BEAUFORT (John) eldeft fon of John of Gaunt Duke of Lancafter, by Ca- 
therine :>winford, as is above related, was born in Beaufort callle in Anjou. In 1^94, 
being then a Knight, he accompanied his father into Gafcognc (*). He was advanced to 
the honour of Earl of Somerfet, in a Parliament held at Weftminfter {a\ by creation, 
bearing date » 396-7 ; and on September 29, in a Parliament held at the fame place, vv\s 
created Marquis of Dorfet [A ; but this la ft honour being vacated, he was created the 
fame day, Sept. 29, Marquis of Someriet (b) : notwithstanding which, he was iummoned 
to Parliament (c) by the title only of Marquis of Dorfet ; and by that denomination was 
made Conftablc of Wallingford callle, and Steward of the Honour of Wallingford, No- 
vember 22, 1397 (d) as alio Conftable of Dover-caftle, and Warden of the Cinque- 
ports, on the 5th of February following (e) ; and not long after, King Richard the Se- 
, cond's Lieutenant in Aquitain (f). Pie was likewife, on the 2d of February the fame 
year, conftituted Admiral of all the King's fleet, both to the north and weft (g). In 
X397, he was one of thole Lords, who, at the great Council at Nottingham, impeached 
Thomas Duke of Gloucefter, &c. of treafon {h) \ for which he and the reft of them were 
adjudged, in the firft Parliament of King Henry IV., to lofe their titles, and the eftates 
that had been given them, at or fince the laft Parliament, belonging to any of thofe per- 
fons they had impeached, or fuch as they enjoyed at the time of the Duke of GlouceftePs 
imprilonment (*). By this means, John Beaufort loft the title of Marquis of Dnrfer, and 
retained only that of Earl of Somerfet-, but loon ingratiating himfelf with the new King, 
who was his brother by the father's fide, he was conftituted by him Chamberlain of Eng- 
land for life (k) y Feb 9, 1 399-1400. In 1401 he was retained by indenture to ferve 
the King as Governor of the town of Caermardhyn (/), and had his eftate reftored to 
him m). He was alfo made Captain of Calais, with its marches. In 1401, or 1402, 
he was commiflioned with others, to treat of a league of amity between the King of Eng- 
land and the Duke of Gueldres (n). In 1402, the Commons in Parliament petitioned 
for his reftitution to the dignity of Marquis ; which he feemed unwilling to relume, be- 
caufe that title was new in this kingdom, he being the fecond on whom it was conferred : 
however, he accepted of it at laft (0), In the year 1404, he had an aflignation of the 
Ifleof Thanet, for the fupport of himfelf, and the garrifon of Calais, which confifted of 
his foldiers (p) •, and was appointed Embaflador to treat of a peace with the French (q). 
He alfo was one of the Commiflloners empowered to receive fuch fums of money as then 
remained unpaid for the ranfom of John, King of France, taken prifoner at the battle of 
Crefiy (r). And finally, in the eighth year of King Henry IV., was conftituted Admiral 
of the King's whole fleet, as well tor the north as weft (s). Having thus pafTed through 
many honourable employments, he departed this life on the 2 ift of April 141 o, and was 
buried in St. Michael's chapel, on the fouth fide of Canterbury cathedral (/). He mar- 
ried Margaret Holland, third daughter of Thomas, and fitter and coheir to Edmund, 
both Earls of Kent, by whom he had four fons, Henry, John, Edmund, and Thomas 
(of whom, and their poflerity, I fhall give an account in the note [if]), and two daugh- 
ters : Joan, married to James L King of Scotland \ and Margaret, to Thomas Courtney, 
the feventh Earl of Devonfhire (u). 

[A] Was created Marquis of Dorfet.'] With the ce- 
remonies u fed in thofe times, namely per gladii cinc- 
turam, et circuli aurei fuo capiti impofitionem , by gird- 
ing a fword on, and putting a golden circle or coronet 
on the head. See Rot. Pari. 21 Ric. II. n. 5. 

[B] He had four fons, Henry 7 John, Edmund, and 
Thomas, &c] Henry dying young, and unmarried, 
was fucceeded in the earldom of Somerfet by his bro- 
ther J O H N ; who, in 1443, was created Duke of 
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(e) This aft is 
at length in 
Sandf'ord and 
Stebbing before 
quoted, p. 3 iz, 
323. and in G» 
Buck's Life of 
Richard III. 
B.ukll. 


(g) Sandford 
and Stebbing,- 
P- 357. 

Peerage of Eng- 
land, by Arth. 
Collins, Vol. i. 
p. 75> edit, 
x 735- 

(1) Life of Ri- 
chard 114. by 
G.Buck, in 
C jmpleal Hift. 
Lond. 1706, 
Vol.i.p. 536. 

(a) Rot. ParL 

20 Ric. II. 
n. 2S, 29. 
Carra 22 Ric. If* 
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bry Dugriale in 
Baron. Vol, ii, 
p. 1 xi, 

(d) Pat. 21 
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(e) Ibid, m. gv 

(g) Rot. Franc r 

21 Kit. II. m. 4. 

(b) Placit.ParL 
21 Ric. II. 
Walfingham 
Hift. Angl. 

p. 3 54, edit. 
Francof. 1603. 


(h) Pat. r 
Henr. IV. p. 3. 
Se^ S^-ndrord 6c 
Stebbing, ubi 
fiqra, p. 324. 

(n) Rot. Franc. 
3 Hen. IV. m. 6. 


(*) Rot. Pari. 

4 Hen. IV. n. iS. 

(q ) Rot. Franc. 

5 Hen. IV. m, 4. 


(1) Pit. 8 Hen. 
IV, p. 2. m. 17. 

ft) Sandfordfc 
Stebbing, ubi 
Jupra, 324. 
fit. 


Somerfet and Earl of Kendal (1), and conftituted (1) Carta 21 
Lieutenant and Captain-General of Aquitaine ; as Hen. VI. n. 45, 
alfo of the whole realm of France, and dutchy of Nor- 
mandy (2). He was taken prifoner at the battle of (2) Rot. Franc. 
Baugy in 1421, and was not releafed till fome years *i H cn. VI. 
after (3). Dying May 27, 1444, he left iflue by his (3) Sandford, 
wife Margaret, daughter of Sir John Beauchamp of ubifvpra,? 327. 
Bletfho, an only daughter named Margaret, of whom 

I mall give an account in a particular article. 
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(4) Sm.'ford, 
ubifu/ra,?. 331. 

(5) Cart, from 
1 to 20 of Hen. 
VI. n. 3. — and 
from 20 to 24. 
n. 46. 

(6) Ibid, from 
15 to 27. n. 9. 

(7) Holinftied, 
p. 615. 630, &c. 

(8) IbiJ.p. 643. 


(9) Sand ford & 
Siebbing, p. 332. 


To him fucceeded his next brother EDMUND, who, 
before that time, had the title of Earl of Mortain in 
Normandy, and the Lord {hip of Chirkland in the 
marches of Wales (4) ; and had alfo, Aug. 20, 1442, 
been created Earl, as he was on June 24, 1443, Mar- 
quis of Dorfet(5) ; and finally, after his brother's 
deceafe, Duke cf Somerfet, March 31, 1448(6) 
He had at feveral times the regency of France and 
government of Normandy ; and behaved with great 
bravery there at the taking of Harfleur, though he 
loft afterwards a great deal of his glory upon the fur- 
rendering of Caen and Roan (7). Being recalled to 
England by King Henry VI., to make head againfl 
the Yorkifts, he was flain at the firft battle of St. Al- 
ban's, May 22, 1455 (8). His wife was, Eleanor, 
fecond daughter and coheir to Richard Beauchamp 
Earl of Warwick, by whom he had four fons and five 
daughters. Of the daughters, Eleanor was the 
fecond wife of James Butler Earl of Or mend and 
Wiltfhire ; Joan was married firft to the Lord of Howth 
in Ireland, and next to Sir Richard Fry, Kt. ; Anne 
was the wife of Sir William Pafton of Norfolk, Kt. ; 
Margaret was firft married to Humphry Stafford Earl 
of Stafford, and fecondly to Sir Richard Darrel, Kt. 
and Elizabeth was married to Sir Henry Lewis, Kt. 
(9). The fons were HENRY Duke of Somerfet, 
who being taken prifoner at the battle of Hexham in 


146;, was ther? beheaded on the 3d of April, ED- 
MUND, that fucceeded him, failed into France, 
where lie lived in great mifery. But returning again 
to England, he was in the fecond battle of Barnet, 
and in tlr.it of Tewkfbnry ; after which laft,, being 
taken priumcr, he was beheaded May 6, 1471(10). ( TO ) Holinfhcd, 
John, his next brother, was flain in the fame battle p. 667. 
of Tewkfbury, May4(ir), and T'hcmas, the fourth (u) Sandford & 
fon, died young (1 ). But to return to He my, the Stebbing, ubi 
elder brother, mentioned a little above : He bore the 
title of Earl of Mortain in his father's lik-time, and K ' 
gained great honour in the French wars (13). ^ In (13) Page 335- 
the 36th of Henry VI., he was coriftituted Lieu- 
tenant and Governor of the Iile of Wight and Caref- 
brooke-caftle (14) ; and the next year made Gover- (14) Pat. 36 
nor of Calais But being recalled to England, he Hen. VI. p. i t 
was made General to Queen Margaret, and led her m * 10 - 
main battle at Wakefield. He was alfo Commander 
in Chief for King Henry VI., at the bloody fight of 
Towton, March 12, 1461 ; after which, feeing this 
poor King's affairs d^fperate, he fubmkted to the 
conqueror, Edward IV., though he turned afterwards 
againft him (15), for which he was beheaded after (15) Sandfordfe 
the battle of Hexham, as is above related ; leaving Subbing, ubi 
only a natural fon, named Charles, who took the J a |£ s 3 ^*^ 
fur name of S 0 merle t. M. nage.Vwl.ii!!*" 


BEAUFORT (Henry), Bifhop of Winchefter, and Cardinal Prieft of the Roman 
Church, was the fori of John of Gaunt, Duke of Lancafter, by his third wife, Catherine 
Swinford \_A\ He ftudied for lb me years at Oxford, but had his education chiefly at 

Aix 


(l) Hifrory of 
Great Britain, 
edit. Load. 1632 
p. 709. 


(2) Records 
preferved in the 
Ti>wer of Lor - 
ion, 


{ 5) It U extant in 
George Buck's 
Life of Richard 
JI I . at ud Com- 
plete Hiftory of 
England, Vol. i. 
P-53 6 * 537. 


[A] He <was the fon of John of Gaunt, Duke of 
Lancafter, by his third ivife, Catherine Swinford.] 
John of Gaunt's third wife, Speed tells us (1), 6 was 
1 Catherine, the widow of Sir Hugh Swinford, a 
• c Knight of Lincoln fhire, eldeft daughter and co- 

* heirofPayn Roet, a Gafcoigne, called Guien King 
s of Arms for that country, his younger daughter 

* being married to Sir Geoffrey Chaucer our Laureat 

* Poet. By her he had ilTue (born before matri- 

* mony, and made legitimate afterwards by parlia- 

* ment holdenin the twentieth year of King Richard 
1 the Second) John Earl of Somerfet, Thomas Duke 

* of Exeter, Henry Bifhop of Winchefter and Cardi- 

* nal, and Joan, who was firft married to Robert 

* Ferrers (Baron of Wemme and Ouefly, in the 

* counties of Salop and Warwick), and fecondly 
« to Ralph Nevill, the firft Earl of Weftmor- 

* land. She and all her brethren were firnamed 
c Beaufort, of a cafUe which the Duke had in 

* France, where they were all born ; and in regard 

* thereof bare the Portcullis of a caflle for the cogni- 

* zance of their family.' We (hall produce the char- 
ter of legitimation of the Beaufort s, after having ob- 
ferved that the preamble of the Aft of Parliament (2), 
which confirmed it (drawn up by Dr. Edmund Staf- 
ford, Bifhop of Exete^ and Lord-Chancellor of 
England), intimates, that Pope Urban VI., at the 
earneft requeft of the King, vouchfafes to legitimate 
thefe Beaufort s, the natural children of the Duke of 
Lancafler ; and that the King alfo, having power to 
legitimate and enable baftards in as ample a manner 
as the Emperor hath or had, was pleafed, at the 
humble requeft and fuit of the Duke their father, to 
make them not only legitimate, but alfo capable of 
lands, heritages, titles, honours, offices, dignities, 
&c. and that the King, for the more authority there- 
of, craved allowance and favourable aflent of the Ba- 
rons in Parliament ; which was accordingly granted. 
The charter (3) runs thus : 

Charta Legitimationis Spuriorum Joannis Ducis Lan- 
eaftria. 

Richardus Dei Gratia Rex Anglise, Francia, Domi- 
nus Hi hernia, charifpmis Confanguineis noftris, Nobi- 
libus Viris Joanni de Beaufort Militi, Henrico de Beau- 
fort Clerico, Thomas de Beaufort Domicello, et nobili 
mulieri Joannx Beaufort Domicel/a?, prteclariftimi Pa- 
trui noftri Nobilis Viri Joannis Ducis Aquitanix et 
Lancaftrix Germanis Natis et Liegis noftris, Salutem. 
Nos pro honore et meritis, Sec. anjunculi ttoftri, proprio 
arbitratu, et meritorum fuorum intuitu, *vos, quia magno 
probitatis ingenio, ac *vit<e ac morum honeftate fulgetis, 
f$ ex rcgali eft is profapia propagati, Sec, hinc eft quod 


Joannis, &c. Avunatli noftri, Genitoris veftri, precious 
inclinati <vobis (cum, ut afferitur, defectum natalium 
patimini) hujufmodi defeclum et ejufdem qualitates quaf- 
cunque abolere prefentes, <vos haberi wolumus pro fujjicien- 
tibus ad quofcunque honor es, dignitatis prominentias, 
flatus, gradus, et officia publica et privata, tarn per- 
petua quam tcmporalia, atque judicialia et nobilia, qui- 
bufcunque nominibus nuncupentur, etiam ft Ducatus, Prin- 
cipatus, Comitatusy Baronite, <vel alia Feuda fuerint* 
etiamfi mediate <ueJ immediate a nobis dependeant feu te - 
neantur, praftci, promo<veri , eligi, afj'umi, et admitti^ 
2 II a que recipere proinde lib ere ac licit c vale at is, ac Ji de 
legit i mo thoro nati exifteritis, qui bufcunque Statutis, feu 
confuetudinibus regni nojlri Anglian in contrarium edit is 
feu objernjatis, qu*e hie habemus pro totaliter exprefjis* 
nequaquam obftantibus, de plenitudine noftr^e regalis po- 
t eft at is, et de affenfo Parliamenti noftri, tenor e pr&fen- 
tium difpenfamus, <vofque et quemlibet *veftrum 11 at airbus 

reftituimus et legit imamus Die Feb. Anno Regni 

20 R. 2. 

In Englijh, as follotve, 

A Charter of Legitimation of the Baftards of John 
Duke of Lancafter. 

* Richard, by the Grace of God, King of Eng. 

* land and France, and Lord of Ireland ; To our 
' moll dear Coufins, the illuftrious John Beaufort^ 
' Knight, Henry Beaufort, Clerk, Thomas Beaufort 
' Gentleman, and Joanna Beaufort, Gentlewoman, 
4 of our moll renowned Uncle, the noble John Duke 

* of Guienneand Lancafter, Children German, and 

* our Lieges, Greeting. We, for honour and me- 

< rits, Sec. of our Uncle, of our own good pleafure, 
' and in confideration of his delerts, becaufe you are 
' confpicuous for your virtuous inclinations, and ho- 

* nefty of life and manners, and defoended of Royal 

* Progenitors, &c. Hence it is, that, moved by 

* the earneft intreatics of our Uncle your parent, to 
1 remove from you (for, as is faid, there is a defect 
c in your birth) this defed, and all its prefent con- 

* fequences, we will that you be, and be reputed. 
1 capable to be preferred, promoted, eleded, af- 
1 fumed and admitted, to any honours, dignities, 
' ftates, degrees, offices public and private, ah well 
4 perpetual as temporary, and judicial and noble, bv 
' what appellations foever diftinguifhed, whether 
1 Dukedoms, Principalities, Earldoms, Baronies, an4 
f Feuds, whether mediately or immediately depend- 

< tng or holding of Us, and them to take hold of. 

* and enjoy, as freely and rightfully, as if you had 
c been born in lawful Matrimony, all Statutes and 
' Cuftoms of our Kingdom of England, to {he con- 

* trarv 


(h) Id.ibid.\ 

inter E pi fir, Lin- 
coln, an, 1397. 


(e) Aubefy, 
Hift. Generate 
des Cardinaux, 
edit. Paris, 1643, 
Tom. II. p. 123, 
124. 


BEAUFORT. 

Aix laChapelle, where he applied himfelf to the Oivii and Common Law {a). Bring of 
royal extra<5tiori, he was advanced very young to the prelacy, and was elected Bifhop of 
Lincoln in 1397 (b\ in the room of John Buckingham, who refigncd \ B]. In 1399, he 
was Chancellor of the Univerfity of (icford, and at the fame time Dean of Wells (f). He 
was Lord High Chancellor of England in 1404, the fifth of his brother Henry IV. The 
next year he fucceeded William of Wickham, by Papal provifion, in the See of Win- 
chefter, and received the fpiritualities from the Archhifhop of Canterbury, in the Bifhop 
of London's palace, the 18th of March. He was again Lord Chancellor in 1414, the 
iecond of his nephew King Henry V (d). The fame year, he went over one of the King's 
Embaffadors into France, to demand in marriage Catherine, the daughter of Charles VI. 
00 [CJ. He was a third time Lord-Chancellor in 1417, the fifth of ^Henry V (f), The 
fame year he lent the King his nephew twenty thoufand pounds (a prodigious ftim in thole 
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Hid. Winton. 
alud Wharton, 
ibid. p. 318. 
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4 trary enacted or obferved, as if they were here men- 

* tioned at length, notwithstanding ; with which, 

* out of the fuTnefs of our Royal Power, and with 

* confent of our Parliament, by the tenor of thefe 

* Prefents, We difpenfe, and you, and every one of 

* you, to Birth reftore and legitimate Day of 

* February, in the 20th year of our Reign. R. II. * 

Notwithstanding this Aft of Legitimation, it was 
afterwards difputed (efpecially in the reign of Ri- 
chard III., when, after the death of Edward Prince 
of Wales, the affair of the Succeflion came to be con- 
fidered), whether the Beauforts were of the Houfe of 
Lancafter, or not ; as alfo whether King Richard the 
Second's Charter conferred on them any title to the 
Crown. Upon which we fhall fubjoin the observa- 
tions of George Buck, who, though othei wife a wri- 
ter of little weight, may be allowed to (peak upon 
this fubjeft, which concerns a matter of right, rather 
than of fact. After reciting the above-mentioned 
Charter, he goes on. f Here we find large Graces, 

* Honours, and Privileges conferred upon thefe Beau- 
1 forts ; for the King calls them confanguineos fuos, 

* and not only confirms their legitimation, but makes 

* them, by the help of the Parliament, capable of 
' Baronies, Earldoms, Dukedoms, and Principali- 
■ ties ; enableth them for all offices public and pri- 

* vate, temporary and perpetual, to take hold of, 

* and enjoy, all Feuds, as well noble as other, all 
' lands and feignories hereditary, as lawfully, firmly, 

* and rightfully, as if they had been born in lawful 

* matrimony ; but yet confers no Royal title nor in- 
tf tereft in the crown, at the leaft to the obfervation of 
c thofe, who allow not the claim of the Beauforts and 
' Somerfet s, and fay, that, to reach that, there mull 

* be words of higher intent, words of Empire, Ma- 

* jetty, and Sovereignty ; fuch as Regni fumma Po- 

* t eft as, Corona* Sceptrum, Diadema, Purpura, Ma- 

* j e ft as y and the like ; neither of thefe, nor any im- 

* porting their extent, being in this Grant, fo no 

* title to the Crown or Sovereignty could pa fs to 

* them. To which the other fide replies, that there 

* is a word in the Charter that comprehendeth Em- 

* pire, Reign, and Sovereignty ; that is, Principatus, 

* whereof the King and Parliament make the Beau- 

* forts capable, Principatus being the State of Prin- 

* ceps, a title of the moll abfolute fovereign power ; 

* for the Roman Emperors in their greateft height 

* were called Principes ; therefore Princeps is thus de- 

* fined : Princeps eft penes que?n fumma reipublica po- 

* teftas eft, et qui primus omnium dominatur ; and Prin- 

* cipatus and Dominatus are ufed as fynonymies. But 

* it is conceived an error now, to take Principatus for 
1 Regnum or Supremus Dominatus, being the word 

* Principatus long before, and in the age of Richard 

* II., alio ever fince, hath been reftrained to the 

* Eftate of Primogenitus, and Heir Apparent, not 

* only of Kings, but alfo of Dukes and MarquifTes, 

* as well Feudal as Sovereign. And the next King, 

* Henry IV., a wife, difcreet, and wary Prince, 

* though he was much inclined to thefe Beauforts (as 

* being his natural brethren by the paternal fide, and 
' willing to advance them all he could), yet he dif- 

* covered clearly enough by that certain Charter, in 
£ which he entailed the Crown fuccefiively to his four 

* fons, and to the heirs of their bodies, that he re- 

* puted not the Beat/forts to be Lancaftrians, or near 
c the Crown ; neither is there the leall claufe or men- 
« tion to leave any Remainder therein to them. 

* Firft, he entailed the Crown to his eldeft fon Henry 


(4) Gorge 
Buck's Ltfecf 
Ri.iiard 111., 
uli fupra. 


(5) DePiffful, 
Angl. inter 
Epiic. Wintofi. 
an. 1405. 


■ Prince of Wales; after him, to the Heirs of his 
£ body; if they fail, then to Thomas of Lancafter 

* his fecond fon, and to the heirs of his body; fo to 
' his third fon John of Lancafter, and to the heirs of 

* his body. Laftly, to his fourth fon Humphrey, and 
c to the heirs of his body. The words are, peft ipfum 

* fuccejfi<ve hrsredibus Juis de ipftus torpor e legitime 
' procreandis ; which is implicatively an expi efs ex- 

* clufion of the Beauforts (4).' Our author add3 :n 
the margin, This Charter I fanu in the hands of Sir 
Robert Cotton., and from it took thefe Jummary notes. 

[B\ He <voas elecled Bijhop of Lincoln, in the room of 
John Buckingham, ivho reftgned.] On occafion of this 
promotion, Godwin complains (5) of the tyranny ex- 
ercifed at that time by the court of Rome. He tells 
us, that the Popes not only appointed Bilhops in 
England, but deprived them at pleafure 5 which 
they generally effected by tranflating perfons, without 
their confent, to other Sees, from which it was well 
known they could reap little or no advantage. Thus 
Urban VI. extorted the archbifhopric of York from 
Alexander Nevill, whom he tranflated, whether he 
would or no, to that of St. Andrews in Scotland, 
from which, receiving no benefit, he lived in ex- 
treme poverty. In the fame manner, the fame Pope 
deprived Thomas Merks of the See of CarliHe ; and 
Alexander V. turned out Lewis from that of Bangor, 
thrufting them (fays my author) into certain Jhadonxy 
Bijhoprics *. And Boniface IX. intended to have 
tranflated John Buckingham to the See of Litchfield, 
to make room for Henry Beaufort ; but that Prelate, 
to make the injury done him the more glaring and 
notorious, chofe rather to be without both, and, ab- 
dicating the See of Lincoln, retired to the monaflery 
of Canterbury, where he took the habit, and lived a 
Bifhop without a Bifhopric to the day of his death. 

[C] He went over into France, to demand in 

marriage Catherine the daughter of Charles VI.] A 
French writer, cited by M. Aubery (6), tells us, that 
this year, 1414, the Duke of York, the Bifhop of 
Win chefter, and the Earl of Somerfet, the King's 
uncles, with fome other perfons of diftinction, came ^" ft Gen-rab 
Paris, to demand the King's daughter Catherine des Cardinaux' 


(*) In umbra- 
ticos nefcio quos 
epifcopatus. 


(6) Alain Char- 
tier, Hilt, de 
Charles VI. 


to 

for the King of England. They were fplendidly en 
tertained by the King at his palace of the Loavre ; 
but received for anfwer, that his Majefly could not 
for the prefent take the affair into his confideration. 
The embafTadors being to return home, and knowing 
that King Henry's intent was to make a defcent with 
a powerful army in Normandy, defired to be con- 
dueled to Harfleur, and from thence to embark for 
England ; but their real deiign was to take a view of 
that town and its fortifications. We fhall fet down 
the original, becaufe it wants a little correction. 
Cclui an wind rent ci Paris, par fauf conduit, le Due 
d'Yorch *, V Archeuefque de Vinceftre, et le Compte f 
Dor fee, Oncles du Roy d r Angleterre, le Sire de Cornou- 
aille, et autres Cheualiers Anglois, et Gens de Confeil y 
pour demander a auoir en mariage, pour ledit Roy 
d Angleterre y Madame Katherine file du Roy ; lef quels 
Ambaffadeurs furent moult grand ement feftoyez du Roy 9 
en fon C haft el du Louure a Paris, et aujji Monfeigneur 
de Berry en fon Heft el de Nee lie. Et fit donnee refponfe 
aufdits Ambaffadeurs, que V on ne pouuoit entendre a 
cette matiere pour le prefent, et ainfi fen retoumerent. 
Et pour ce qu 9 ils fcauoient que I intention de leur Roy 
etoit de 'venir defcendre en grande armee en Normandie, 
requirent qu'on les amenaft monter en mer a Harfleu pour 
aller en Angleterre. Mais le principal point etoit , pour 
regarder la villc, et comment elle etoit fort if ee. 

days-) 
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days) towards carrying on his expedition againft France [D] 9 and had the crown in pawn 
as a fccurity for the money (g). This year alfo he took a journey to the Holy Land , 
and in his way, being arrived at Conftance, where was held a General Council, he ex- 
hoited the Prelates to union and agreement in the election of a Pope ; and his remon- 
ftrances contributed not a little to haften the preparations for the Conclave, in which 
Martin ill. was defied (h). We have no farther account of what happened to pur Pre- 
late in this expedition. In 142 1 he had the honour to be godfather, jointly with John 
Duke of Bedturd, and Jacqueline, Counrefs of Holland, to Prince Henry, eldeft fon ot 
his nephew Henry V , and Catherine of France, afterwards Henry VI. (0 M. Aubery 
pretends, that James, King of Scots, who had been feveral years a priloner in Lngland, 
owed his deliverance to the Bifhop of Winchefter, who prevailed with the government to 
fet him free, on condition of his marrying his niece, the grand-daughter of 1 homas Beau- 
fort, Earl of Somerfct (*). This Prelate was one of King Henry Vl.th's guardians during 
his minority • and in 1424, the third of the young King's reign, he was a fourth time 
Lord Chancellor of England (/). There were perpetual jealoufies and quarrels between 
the Biftiop of Winchefter, and the Prote&or, Humphrey Duke of Gloucefter [£], which 
ended in the ruin and death of the latter (10). Their di (Tendons began to appear publicly (m y s«tbcar* 
in the year 1425 and rofe to fuch an height [F], that Beaufort thought it neceffary 
to write a letter to his nephew the Duke of Bedford [GJ, Regent of France, definng his 
prefence in England, to accommodate matters between them. The Regent accordingly 
arriving in England the 20th of December (0), was met at his landing by the Bifhop of ( 0 ) Rymerv 
Winchefter, with a numerous train (p) 9 and foon after convoked an affembly of the No- J^** 6 '* 
bility at St. Aiban's [H], to hear and determine the affair. But the animofity on this 

occafion 


(•) The Hifto- 
rian, through 
mi/lake, antici- 
pates the title of 
Cardinal, nthicb 
nvas not corferrcd 
on Beaufort till 
the year 14 -6, 
nine yean after 
the date of this 
loan, 

(7) Hift of Great 
Britain, p. So 3. 


(%) Godwin, 
ukifufra. 


[D] He lent the King 20,000/. towards his expe- 
dition againfi France.'] 1 In the month of May (Speed 
« tells us) a Parliament was held at Wettminfter, 
« whofe chiefeft intent was to have meanes to con- 

* tinue the King's conqueft in France; but fuch was 

* the ftate of thofe Iavifh times, that, to flop the 

* current of this melting mint, fome, minding more 

* the heaps of their money than the fpreading abroad 

* of England's faire monarchy, exhibited their bills 

* unto the three Eftates in Parliament, and petitioned 
1 the King to commiferate the poverty of the Com- 

* mons, which (as they faid) were beggered by thefe 
€ wars. For which caufe, as it feemeth, no fubfidy 

* or ayde was demanded ; but the King, pawning 
f his Crown to his uncle Beaufort, the rich * Cardi- 

* nal, for twenty thoufand pounds, before the faid 
1 month was expired, with foure thoufand horfe, and 
e foure and twenty thoufand foot, returned into 
c France to follow thofe warres (7).* Bifhop God- 
win tells us, that King Henry V., a little before his 
death, having, by his continual and expenfive wars, 
contracted large debts, began to caft his eyes upon 
the wealth of the Church, which was then arrived at 
its higheft pitch, and was even advifed to fupply his 
wants out of the fpoils thereof. But the Biihop of 
Winchefter, to flop this mifchief in the birth, lent 
his nephew the above-mentioned Aim out of his own 
pocket. Henricus Quint us Rex, paulo ante exitum, per 
continua maxitnaque Sella are alieno ingenti contraclo, in 
opes Ec cleft ee (qua id temporis ad fummum pervenerant ) 
oculos carpit conjicere : neque deerant permulti, qui ex 
fpoliis ejufdem inopiam fuam fublevaret, hortarentur. 
Quapropter Praful hie nofter, ut huic malo turn primum 
pullulanti obviam tret, viginti librarum millia ex fuis 
loculis deprompta, nepoti Regi mutuo dedit (8). 

[E] There no ere perpetual jealoufies and quarrels be- 
tween the BiJIiop of Winchefter and the Duke of Glou- 
cefter.'] The grounds of their difTenfion are not cer- 
tainly knOwn ; whether it was that the Biihop of 
Winchefter was difgufted at the preference given to 
the Duke of Gloucefter in the government of the king- 
dom ; or that the Duke conceived an averflon to the 
Bifhop on account of his perpetually oppofing the ex- 
cefs of authority he would annex to the office of Pro- 
tector. 

[F] Their diffenftons rofe to fuch an height, &c] 

* About Michaelmas 1425 (an hiftorian writes), 
9 Peter Duke of Coimbra, eldeft fon of the King of 

* Portugal, came into England, and rinding a kind 

* and generous entertainment from the Protector and 

* Nobles, ftaid the whole year, to inform himfelf of 
« the cuftoms, and enjoy the pleafures of the coun- 

* try. In the time of his abode here, there happened 
' a fierce and mighty quarrel between the Protector 

* and the rich Bifhop of Winchefter, Henry Beaufort, 
€ the King's great uncle, the Englifh Pope, who in 

* his magnificence and grandeur feemed fo much to 
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' outfhine the Protector himfelf, though on the throne 

* almoft, that he drew his Odium . and hatred upon 

* him ; which was fo increafed by the haughty fpirit 

* of the Bifhop, who being the Protector's uncle, and 
« the Pope's Legate (*), carried himfelf as if he were 
■ much above him both in nature and .grace, that 

* the Protector could not endure his pride ; and fo an 
< implacable enmity grew between them, and great 
' parties were raifed on both fides for each other's 

* defence, the Bilhop's dependencies, money, and 
« Church-power, making him able to contend with 

* the Protector himfelf. The Duke of Coimbra, 
1 and the Archbifhop of Canterbury interpoled 
t themfelves to reconcile them, and were fo zealous 
€ to heal this dangerous breach, that they went from 
' the one to the other ten times in one day ; but all 

* proved to no purpofe. No mediations could pacify 
' the mind of the Protector ; and Winchefter would 

* yield no farther than was becoming his place and 

* ftate, though he was willing, for the good of the 

* nation, that the difference might be compofed 
c without arms (9).' M. Rapin relates (10), that 
the Duke of Gloucefter, going one day to the Tower, 
was refufed admittance by Richard Woodvill the go- 
vernor, at the inftigation of the Bifhop of Win- 
chefter ; and a French writer ( # ), cited by that hif- 
torian, pretends the quarrel rofe fo high thereupon, 
that the Biihop was forced to take refuge in the 
Tower, and that five or fix of his attendants 
were killed by thofe of the Duke. But this is not 
probable, fince there was no mention made of it in 
their mutual complaints before the Parliament the 
year following. 

[G] He wrote a letter to the Duke of Bedford.] It 
is extant in Holinfhed's Chronicles (1 1), and is as 
follows. 


(*) He was iwf 
as yet the Pope's 
Legate, 


(9) Complete 
Hift, of Engm 
land, Vol. i. 
p. 351, 352. 
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[*]. 

(10) Hift. d'An- 
glcterre, fub an, 
1425 

{*} Moaftrelct, 


(11) Page 591. 


(*) High High and Mighty Prince, and my Right (#) Thc wordl 
noble and after One, Leiueft [Earthly] Lord. I recom- indofed thus [ ] 
mend me unto you, [Tour Grace~] with all my heart, fhew the diflfe- 
And as you defire the Welfare of the King our Sovereign rence of the co * 
Lord, and of his Realms of England and France, your P ic * ofthil 
own Weal [Health] with all yours [with Ours alfo] 2 ter ' 
hafte you hither : For by my Troth, if [and ] you tarry 
[Jong] we fiall put this land in jeopardy [adventure] 
with a Feild ; fuch a brother you ha ve here, God make 
him a good man. For your wif dome well knowcth, that 
the Profit of France ftandcth in the Welfare of Eng- 
land, &c. The bleffed Trinity keep you. Written in 
great hafte at London on Allhollowen-Even. By your 
Servant to my Lives end, 

HENRY, Winchefter, 

This letter was fent over to the Regent by his cham- 
berlain Sir Robert Butler. 

[H] The Regent convoked an affembly of the nobility 
at St. Albans.] The Duke of Bedford had a nice a& 

fair 
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occafion was fo great on both fides, that it was thought proper to refer the decifion to 
the Parliament, which was appointed to be held at Leicefter the 25th of March follow- 
ing. The Parliament being met [J], the Duke of Gloucefter produced fix articles of ao 
cufation againft the Bifhop of Winchefter, who put in his anfwers feverally [K] ; and a 
Committee appointed for that purpofe having examined the allegations, the Bifhop was 


fair upon his hands. If he had ftded with the Duke 
his brother, as the ties of blood feemed to demand, 
he would have been a very improper perfon to dis- 
charge the office of mediator. And, befides the cha- 
racters of brother and nephew, he had another to 
fupport, in order to aft agreeably to his own duty 
and the juft expectations of the people ; namely, that 
of Protector, who ought to prefer the good of the 
State to the obligations of kindred. He, therefore, 
very judicioufly threw the bufinefs off his own moul- 
ders upon a general aflembly of the Nobles. 

[/] The Parliament being met, Sec ] ' The meet- 
4 ing of the Parliament drawing nigh, when it was 

* ufual for the Lords to come with great numbers of 

* fervants and attendants, and it being feared that the 

* great trains of the Proteftor and the Bifhop of Win- 
4 chefter might fall into open war with one another, 
1 if no reftraint were laid upon them ; it was there- 

* fore thought fit, that the King mould ftriclly forbid 
r any perfon coming to it with fwords or other war- 

* like weapons : Which order, though it was lite- 
1 rally obferved, yet the Lords attendants came with 

* Bats, or great clubs, on their moulders, from 

* whence this Parliament was called The Parliament 

* of Bats ; but this, as foon as it was taken notice of, 
(12^ Complete 4 was alfo prohibited (12).* 

Hjft.of England, [AT] The Duke of Gloucefter exhibited fix articles 
uinjufira* againft the Bijhop of Winchefter, who put in his anfwers 

fever a If)'.] As thefe articles were thought not un- 
worthy the Parliament's notice, they may not be be- 
(13) SwHolin- neath the reader's perufaL and are as follows (iO. 
fli*d, P . 591. r v 01 

^tjLcJ England, Articles of Accufation prefented to the Parliament by 
Vol. i. p» 353. ' the Duke of Gloucefter, againft Henry, Bijhop of 
Winchefter, with his Answers to them federally. 

I. That Richard Woodvile, Efq; Keeper of the 
Tower of London, did, by the mitigation and en- 
couragement of the faid Bifhop of Winchester, deny 
admittance to him the faid Duke of Gloucefter, then 
being Proteftor of the kingdom, into the ToWer, 
contrary to reafon and duty, and in derogation to 
the King's authority. 

To this Article the Bifhop anfwered, * That while 
1 the Duke of Gloucefter was gone into Hainault, it 

* happened that many Pamphlets and Reports being 

* difperfed up and down the city of London, tending 

* to Rebellion, it was ordered by the Lords of his 
1 Majefty's Council, that Richard Woodvile, Efq. 

* mould, with a fufficient number of armed men, 
? have the keeping of the Tower, and fhould not 

* permit any man to come into the Tower ftronger 
4 than himfelf, without the fpecial commandment of 

* the King, by the advice of his Council. After 
1 this Uriel charge, the Duke of Gloucefter, returning 

* out of Hainault, and not approving the fortifying 
1 the Tower, told the citizens, who were diftatisfied 
g at it, that had he been in England, it Jhould not have 
4 been fo and immediately going to the Tower, de- 

* manded admittance ; but Woodvile, not daring to 

* give him entrance, came to the Bifhop of Win- 

* chefter for advice ; who told him, that the Duke of 
4 Gloucefter took upon him greater authority than he ought, 
4 and that before he admitted him into the Tower, he 
4 ought to provide himfelf a fufficient warrant of the 
4 Council and King for his fo doing, contrary to the 

* former order*' 

II. That my Lord Bifhop of Winchefter, without 
the advice and confent of my Lord Duke of Glou- 
cefter, or of his Majefty's Privy-Council, contrived 
and purpofed to lay hands of his Majefty's perfon, 
and to have removed him from E It ham, the place he 
was then in, to Windfor, there to put him under the 
government of fuch perfons as he pleafed. 

The Bifhop's Anfwer to this Article was, * That 

* he never could propound to himfelf any advantage, 
■ by removing the King, or taking him into his 
4 cuftody or charge \ nor did ever intend to meddle 

Vol. II. 


* with any thing about the King's perfon, without 
c the advice of the Privy-Council, as in time and 
1 place he could prove.' 

III. That my Lord Bifhop of Winchefter, knowing 
that the Duke of Gloucefter had refolved to prevent 
his defign of feizing the King's perfon at Eltham, 
laid wait for him, by placing armed men at the end 
of London -Bridge, and in the windows of the cham- 
bers and cellars in Southwark to have killed him, if 
he had pafTed that way ; all which is againft the 
King's peace, and duty of a true fubjeft. 

The Bifhop's defence to this heavy charge was this : 

* That true indeed it is, that he did provide a cer- 

* tain number of armed men, and fet them at the 

* foot of London-Bridge, and other places, without 

* any intention to do any bodily harm to the Duke of 

* Gloucefter, but merely for his own fafety and de- 

* fence ; being informed by feveral credible perfons, 

* that my Lord Duke of Gloucefter had purpofed bo- 

* dily harm to him, and gathered together a company 

* of citizens for that end.' 

IV. That the late King Henry the Fifth told him, 
that when he was Prince, a man was feized in his 
chamber, who was hid behind the hangings, and 
confefTed, after his apprehenfion, that he was fet at 
work by the Bifhop of Winchefter to kill the Prince 
in his bed. He was delivered to the Earl of Arun- 
del, who drowned him in a fack in the Thames. 

To this Accufation the Bifhop replied, 4 That he 
c was ever a true and faithful fubjeft to his Sove- 

* reigns, and never purpofed or contrived any trea- 

* fon againft any of their perfons, and efpecially 

* againft his Sovereign Lord King Henry the Fifth. 

* And this he thought was fufficiently evident to any 
4 that confidered the great wifdom and courage of 

* the faid King, and the great truft he repofed in 

* him fo long as he remained King, which he would 
4 not have done, had he found him guilty of fuch un- 

* faithfulnefs to him while he was Prince.' 

V. That the Bifhop of Winchefter, in the ficknefs 
of King Henry the Fourth, advifed his fon Prince 
Henry to afTume the government of the nation be for* 
his father's death, as the faid Prince himfelf told him. 

The Bifhop replied, 4 That this was mere calumny, 
' which could not be proved ; and he hoped the Par*. 

* liament would appoint them judges, that he might 

* vindicate his honour, or elfe leave him to fue out 

* his right before fuitable judges.* 

VI. That my Lord Bifhop of Winchefter had, in 
his letter to the Duke of Bedford, plainly declared 
his malicious purpofe of aftembling the people, and 
ftirring up a Rebellion in the nation, contrary to the 
King's peace. 

The Bifhop's Anfwer to this Accufation was, * That 

* he never had any intention to difturb the peace of 

* the nation, or raife any Rebellion, but fent to the 

* Duke of Bedford to come over in hafte, to fettle 

* all things that were prejudicial to the peace ; and 
c though he had indeed written in the letter, that if 
4 he tarried* we Jhall put the land in adventure by a 
4 field, fuch a brother ye have here, he did not mean 

* it of any defign of his own, but concerning the fe- 

* ditious afTemblies of Mafons, Carpenters, Tilers, 

* and Plaifterers, who being diftafted by the late Aft 
■ of Parliament againft exceffive wages of thofe trades, 

* had given out many feditious fpeeches and menaces 

* againft the Great Men, which tended much to Re- 
4 bellion ; and yet the Duke of Gloucefter did not ufe 
c his endeavour, as he ought to have done f in his 

* place, to fupprefs fuch unlawful afTemblies, fo that 

* he feared the King and his good fubjefts muft have 

* made a field to withftand them ; to prevent which 

* he chiefly defired the Duke of Bedford to come 

* over.* 

X acquitted [L]. 
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acquitted [L\ The Duke of Bedford however, to give fome fatisfadlion to the Protec- 
tor, took away the Greae-feal from his uncle (q). Two years after, the Duke of Bed- 
ford, returning into France, was accompanied to Calais by the Bifhop of Winchefter (r), 
who, on the 25th of March, received there with great folemmty, in the church of Our 1 xxin.p.594, 
Lady, the Cardinal's hat [M], with the title of 5/. Eufebius, fent him by Pope Martin ^S^T^ 
V. (j) In September 1428, the new Cardinal returned into England, with the charaflcr fs) Aubeiy , 
of the Pope's Legate lately conferred on him; and in his way to London, he was met by tfAfTW'fr 
the Lord-Mayor, Aldermen, and the principal citizens on horfeback, who conduacd 
him with great honour and refpeft to his lodgings in Southwark (*); but he was forced, 
for the prefent, to wave his Legantine power, being forbidden the exercife of it by a pro- 
clamation publifhed in the King's name [N]. Cardinal Beaufort was appointed, by the 
Pope's bull, bearing date March 2*, 1427-8(0), his Holinefs's Legate in Germany, and 
General of the Crufade againft the Huffites, or Heretics of Bohemia [O]. Having com- 
municated the Pope's intentions to the Parliament, he obtained a grant of money, and a 
confiderable body offerees, under certain reftriftions \ P] but juft as he was preparing 
to embark, the Duke of Bedford having fent to demand a fupply of men for the French 
war, it was refolved in Council, that Cardinal Beaufort Ihould ferve under the Regent [jjJJ, 
with the troops of the Crufade. to the end of the month of December, on condition that 
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[L] The Bijhop was acquitted.] The Committee, 
appointed by the Parliament for examining the Alle- 
gations and Anfwers, were, Henry Archbifhop of 
Canterbury, Thomas Duke of Exeter, John Duke of 
Norfolk, Thomas Bimop of Durham, Philip Bifhop 
of Worcefter, John Bifhop of Bath and Wells, Hum- 
phrey Earl of Stafford, Ralph Lord Cornwall, and 
Mr. Alnwicke, Keeper of the Privy-Seal ; who, 
having thoroughly examined all the matters, acquitted 
the Biihop of Winchefter, and by a formal award en- 
joined the two Princes to be firm friends for the future ; 
and by fuch inducements wrought upon them, that they 
ihook hands, and parted with all outward figns of 
perfecl love and agreement ; which gave mighty fa- 
tisfattion to all people, both of the Clergy and Lai- 
ty. And the King, by the advice of his Council, 
made a magnificent feaft at Whit fun tide, to rejoice 
for this happy reconciliation (14). Speed tells us 
"(15), the Duke and the Bifhop fwore friendfhip, the 
one upon his prince-hood, and the other upon h\s 
prieft-hood. , 

[M] He received the Cardinal f s Hat.] The late 

King Henry V. oppofed Beauforf's promotion to the 
dignity of a Cardinal as long as he lived ; but in this 
reign, the King being very young, and the Duke of 
Bedford his friend, he was at liberty to obtain his 
ambitious purpofe. The Regent ftaid fome time at 
Calais to fee. the ceremony of his uncle's Inaugura- 
tion ; which being over, that Prince, taking the new 
Cardinal by his right hand, conveyed him with great 
refpect to his lodging, and there entertained him, 
and the Lords with him, at a magnificent ban- 
quet (16). ^ - 

[N] He was forbidden to exercife the Legantine 
power, by a proclamation publifhed in the King's name.] 
His return with fuch an increafe of dignity and power 
was not at all pleafing to the Duke of Gloucefter, who, 
as foon as he heard he was landed, caufed a Procla- 
mation to be publifhed in the King's name, decla- 
ring, that Whereas the Moft Chrifiian King Henry VI., 
and his Progenitors, Kings before him of this Realm of 
England, have been heretofore pojfeffed time out of mind 
with a fpecial privilege and cuftom ufed and obferved in 
this realm, from time to time, that no. Legate from the 
Apcftclic See pall enter this land, or any of the Kings 
dominions , 'without the Calling, Petition, Requeft, In- 
vitation, or Defer e of the King ; and for of muck as 
Henry, Bifhop of Winchefter, and Cardinal of St. Eu- 
febius, hath prefumed to enter as Legate from the Pope, 
being neither called nor defer ed by the King ; therefore 
the King, by his Procurator Richard Cnudray, doth 
proteft, by this inftrument, that it Jlandeth hot voith the 
King's mind or intent, by the advice of his Council, to 
admit, approve, or ratify, the coming of the faid Le- 
gate in any wife, in derogation of the rights and cufloms 
of this realm, or to allovu and affent to any exercife of his 
Legantine power, or to any Acls attempted by him, con- t 
trary to the faid lanvs (17). 

[O] He vjas appointed the Pope's Legate 

againft the Huffites, or Heretics of Bohemia.] Thefe 
Heretics, as they were called, having thrown off their 
fubjeclion to the Pope, not only fortified themfelves 
in Bohemia, but began to make war upon their 
neighbours. Whereupon Pope Martin V. fent Em- 


bafladors into Germany, to ftir up the Catholic Prin- 
ces againft them, and at the fame time appointed 
Cardinal Beaufort his Legate, granting him a tenth 
of the ecclefiaftical revenues in England for the main- 
tenance of the forces he mould raife(i8). In the 
Bull for this purpofe, his Holinefs implored him by 
the wounds of Chrift, his zeal for the Church, and 
as he tendered his own falvation, to contribute his 
utmoft affjftance to extirpate thofe Heretics, who had 
fo long with flood the Emperor and other Princes of 
Europe (19). The Cardinal had alfo fome unufual 
powers in his commiflion ; for he was allowed to re- 
lax the cuftomary penance of thofe who had de- 
bauched Nuns ; to difpenfe with matrimony in the 
fourth degree of confanguinity ; to confer orders and 
benefices under the age prefcribed by the Canons ; 
and, in fhert, to fuperfede the difcipline and confti- 
tutions of the Church in feveral other inflances (20). 
M. Rapin conjectures (21), that the Pope might have 
another view befides that of extirpating Heretics. 
As he was inclined to favour King Charles of France, 
he might hope to weaken England by drawing from 
thence money and troops under pretence of a Cru- 
fade. 

[P] The Parliament granted him a fum of money y 
and a confiderable body of forces, under certain reftric- 
tiens.] The conditions, upon which the Cardinal's 
petition was granted, are dated at Weftminfler, June 
18, 1429(22). Thefe were the chief; That the 
money, which the King's fubjecls give for the fervice of 
the Crufade, fhall be raifed by commissioners to be ap- 
pointed by the King ; That the Gold and Silver fhall 
not be carried out of the Realm, but employed in mer- 
chandife : That the Cardinal pall raife in all but 250 
Spear-men, and 2500 Bow -men, including therein all 
that are inclined to ferve without pay : That the Pope 
pall imp of e no tax for this caufe, either upon the Laity 
or Clergy, but fhall be content tvitb every perfon's vo- 
luntary contribution : That, before the departure of the 
troops, fufficient fecurity be given to the Council for their 
return ; That it pall be faid exprefsly in the Proclamat 
tion of the Crufade, that the fame is publiped by the 
confent of the King ; That the p erf on, who is to com- 
mand thofe troops, as alfo all the officers, pall have their 
commiffeons from the King ; That, in cafe the Crufade 
does not take place, the money received of the fubjecls 
pall be converted to no ufe, which has not the King's ex- 
prefs approbation. All thefe articles are plainly fo 
many precautions againft the pretenfions of the 
Popes, and to prevent the abufes of former Crufades. 

[QJl ^ was refolved that the Cardinal pould 

ferve under the Regent.] The Convention between 
the King and the Cardinal, by which the latter en- 
gaged to ferve fix months in France, with the troops 
raifed for the Crufade, under the command of the 
Duke of Bedford, is dated at Rochefter, July 1, 1429 
(23). This fhews that the Cardinal did not go to 
Germany till the year 1430, at the foon eft ; though 
Mechovius, and after him Spondanus, fay he went 
thither in 1428. This miftake feems to have arifen 
from the date of Martin the Fifth's Bull, appointing 
the Cardinal of Winchefter his Legate ; which was 
dated March 25, 1427-8, but was not received by 
the Cardinal till June 1429, 

they 
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BEAUFORT. 

they fliould not be employed in any fiege (w). The Cardinal complied, thobgh not with- 
out reluftance, and accordingly joined the Duke of Bedford at Paris (#). After a (lay of 
forty five days in France [R |, he marched into Bohemia, where he conducted the Cru- 
fade [S] till he was recalled by the Pope and Cardinal Julian fent in his place with a 
larger arrnyfjyj. The next year, 1430, the Cardinal accompanied King Henry into 
France (2), being inverted with the title of the King's Principal Counfellor (a), and had 
the honour to perform the ceremony of crowning the young Monarch in the church of 
Noire Dame at Paris (b) \ where he had fome difpute with James du Chaftellier, the 
Archbifhop, who claimed the right of officiating on that occafion (Y). During his ftay in 
France, he itood godfather to the Duke of Burgundy's fon. He was prefent at the Con- 
grefs of Arras for concluding a peace between the Kings of England and France, and had 
a conference for that purpole with the Dutchefs of Burgundy, between Calais and Gra- 
veiines, which had no effedr, and was remarkable only for the Cardinal's magnificence 
[ITJ, who came thither with a mod fplendid train (d). In the mean time the Duke of 
Gloucefter took advantage in England of the Cardinal's abfence to give him frefh mortifi- 
cation. For firft, having reprelented to the Council, that the Biihop of Winchefter in- 
tended to leave the King, and come back into England to refume his feat in Council, in 
order to excite new troubles in the kingdom, and that his intentions were the more cri- 
minal, in that he made ufe of the Pope's authority to free himfelf from the obligations of 
allifting the King in France; he procured an order of Council forbidding all the King's 
fubje&s, of what condition ibever, to accompany the Cardinal, if he fhould leave the 
King, without exprefs permiffion (e). The next ftep the Protestor took againft him, was 
an attempt to deprive him of his bifhopric, as inconfiftent with the dignity of Cardinal \W\ % 
but the affair having been a long time debated in Council, it was refolved that the Car- 
dinal fhould be heard, and the Judges confulted, before any decifion (f). Being re- 
turned into England, he thought it nrcefTary to take fome precaution againft thefe re- 
peated attacks •, wherefore he prevailed with the King, through ths intercefllon of the 
Commons, to grant him letters of pardon for all offences- by him committed contrary to 
the Uatute of Provifors, and other ads of Praemunire. This pardon is dated at IVejtmin- 
jler, Juty 19, 14^2 (g). Five years after, he procured another pardon under the Great- 
Seal lor all forts of crimes whatever, from the creation of the world to the 26th of July 
-1437^). Notwithstanding thefe precautions, the Duke of Gloucefter, in 1442, drew up 
articles of impeachment againft the Cardinal [X], and prcfented ihem with his own hands 
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[R] He Jin id fcrty-fve days In France.] Polydore 
Vergil informs us (24), that the Duke of Bedford, 
bci ioined by the forces under Cardinal Beaufort, 
refolved to nazard a general battle, and for that pur- 
pofe marched againft the enemy ; but finding that 
Kino; Charles declined as much as poffible coming to 
an engagement, he returned with his army to Paris, 
and the Cardinal was at liberty topurfue his intended 
expedition. 

[S] He conducted the Crufade.^ The author Iaft 
cited tells u^ (25), the Cardinal did iignal fervice to 
the Chriftian (he mould have faid the Papal) caufe, 
during the few months he continued in Bonemia, and 
that he behaved with great gallantry in that Holy 
war. Quo ubi pervenit, cum omnia flagrare bello repc- 
rijfet, rem Cbriftianam pro <virili parte fort iter juvare 

ccepit, man/it que in Bee mis aliquot per menfes. -Ac 

it a Henricus, pojl eg r eg 1 am facro bello enavatam operam, 
domum incolumis rediit. M. Aubery reprefents the fuc- 
cefs of this expedition very differently. He tells us 
(26), th* Germans railed three bodies of forces under 
the command of the Duke of Saxony, the Marquis of 
Brandenburgh, and the Arch bimop of Treves ; which 
entering Bohemia at three different places were at- 
tacked and put to flight by the Bohemians ; and that 
Cardinal Beaufort coming up, endeavoured in vain 
to rally them, and was forced to retreat with them, 
to avoid being taken prifoner. 

[7*1 He njjas recalled by the Pope.] This circum- 
ftance fecins to confirm M. Aubery's account of the 
Cardinal's ill fuccefs in the Bohemian war. But it is 
not true, what the author adds (27), that he imme- 
diately returned into England, and raifed frefh forces 
for carrying on that war ; which, inftead of employ- 
ing again It the enemies of the Holy See, he turned 
againft the King of France ; and that the Pope there- 
upon wrote to him fharply, reproaching him for un- 
dertaking a Crufade againft the firft kingdom of 
Chriftendom. For it does not appear, that there 
was a fecond levy of troops in England for that Cru- 
fade ; and, if there were, yet the Cardinal's ferving 
in France evidently belongs to the firft expedition. 

The conference was remarkable only for the Car- 
dinal's magnificence.] The old French writer (28), 
cited by M. Aubery (29), tells us, the Engliih came 


with great pomp, and very richly drefled ; and par- 
ticularly the Cardinal of Winchefter had ordered 
feveral rich tents and pavillions finely adorned to be 
brought thither, and a great quantity of gold and 
filver plate ; and that he gave a molt fplendid enter- 
tainment to the Dutchefs of Burgundy, his great 
niece. Et quant eft aux Anglois, ilsy eftoient <venus en 
grdnde pompe et boubant, et moult richement habilez. 
Et par dejjus led it Cardinal de Vinceftre y auoit fait 
<venir de moult riches tcntes et paui lions bien parez et 
aornez, et de tout ce qui y failloit tant de 'uaij/elle d y or et 
d' argent, comme d y autre s befonges necejj "aires' et day fables. 
Et Jijl a ladite Duchejfe fa belle niepce moult joyeufe 
chiere et reception, et la feftoya tres-honnorablement. 

[W] The Proteclor attempted to deprive him of his 
Bijhcpric 9 as inconfiftent with the dignity of Cardinal.] 
There is extant in Rymer's Fcedera, &c. (30) the pe- 
tition of the King's Attorney-General, praying that 
the Cardinal of Winchefter may be deprived of his 
Bifhopric, datad November the 6th y 1431. He fup- 
ported his demand by the examples of Simon Lang- 
ham and Robert Kilvvardi, formerly Archbilhops of 
Canterbury, who, being made Cardinals, did there- 
upon relign the Arch bifhopric. It appears likewife 
by thib petition, that the Cardinal had obtained of 
the court of Rome an exemption from the Archbifhop 
of Canterbury's jurifdiclion, for himfelf, for the city, 
and for the whole diocefe of Winchefter. And this 
was what the Duke of Gloucefter made a handle of 
againft him, in order to convince the Council of the 
inconveniency there was in permitting Cardinals to 
enjoy Bilhoprics in England. 

[X] He ivas impeached by the ProteHor.] The im- 
peachment confifted of fourteen Articles (31), as fol- 
lows : 

I. That the Bifhop of Winchefter had not only 
taken upon himfelf the dignity and title of a Cardi- 
nal, contrary to the exprefs command of King Henry 
the Fifth, and in derogation to the Church of Can- 
terbury : But, 

II. Having forfeited his Bifhopric thereby by the 
Aft of Provifions, he had procured a Bull from the 
Pope to fecure his Bifhopric flill to him, contrary to 

4 the 


(30) Tom. X. 
p. 497. 


(31) See Com- 
plete Hi ft. of 
England, ib* 
p. 390. 


8o 


BEAUFORT. 


The 


to the King, defiring that judgment might pafs upon him according to his crimes 
King referred the matter to hfs Council which, being compofed chiefly of ecclcfiaft.cal 
perfons, and confequently inclined to favour the Cardina , deferred the examination 


let fall the profecution, 


ft) Complete 
^ft* of En gland, 
tf.p.390, 391. 


thereof fo long, that the Proteftor, grown weary of their delays, let . tall - 

and fo the Cardinal efcaped (i). This famous Prelate died the 1 ith of June 1447 C*h fij.^ 


having 


furvived the Duke of Gloucefter not above a month, of whofe murder he was iuf- Mfu ^ 
peded to have been one of the contrivers. It is faid, thst he cxpreffed great 1 ^patience 
and uneafinefs of mind at the approach of death, and died in a iort of ckipair [2 j. 


He 


the laws of the realm, which made it Praemunire fo 
to do. 

III. That the faid Cardinal, with John Kemp, 
Archbifhop of York, had afTumed the government of 
the King's perfon and the realm, which no fubjett 
could do without a treafonable ufurpation. 

IV. That the faid Bilhop had defrauded the King 
of his jewels.— -This article, probably, was founded 
upon Beaufort's taking the Crown in pawn for the 
20,ocol. he lent King Henry V. 

V. That being Chancellor of England, he had 
againfl Law fet at liberty the King of Scots, and for- 
given him part of his ranfom upon condition the faid 
King mould marry his niece. 

VI. That the faid Bifhop had defrauded the King 
by taking the cufloms of wool, and other merchan- 
dizes, at the Port of Southampton. Probably, he 

repaid himfelf this way the Aims he had lent the 
King. 

VII. That notwithstanding the faid Cardinal nei- 
ther hath, nor can have, any title to the Crown, yet 
he prefumeth to take upon him the Royal Dignity, 
in fummoning and calling perfons before him, in de- 
rogation of the King's authority, being without his 

permiflion or command. This article mud refer to 

the Cardinal's behaviour in quality of the Pope's 
Legate. 

VIII. That the faid Cardinal had obtained a par- 
don from Rome, to exempt his diocefe from paying 
of tenths to the State, and fo had given both an ill 
example to the other Biftiops to do the like, and laid 
the whole burthen upon the Laity, to the great dif- 
content of the kingdom* 

IX. That the faid Cardinal had been a means of 
uniting the French and the Duke of Burgundy, and 
this latter with the Duke of Orleans, to the great da- 
mage of the Realm, and benefit of our adversaries the 
French. 

X. That the faid Cardinal, after communication 
had with our enemies, fent the Arch bifhop of York 
to the King, to perfuade him to quit his right and 
title to the Crown and kingdom of France for certain 
years, and be content with writing himfelf Rex An- 
glian, Sec. to the great difgrace of the King and his 
Progenitors. 

XL That the releafe of the Duke of Orleans was 
brought to pafs only by the mediation and procure- 
ment of the faid Cardinal and the Duke of York, 
contrary to the will of King Henry the Fifth. 

XII. That being Chancellor, he had, inftead of 
promoting the good of the King, bought his lands 
and manors of him. 

XIII. That the faid Cardinal, by fending fuch 
Captains and, Soldiers into France as he thought fit, 
hath been the caufe that fo much of Normandy and 
other parts are loft. 

XIV. That the Cardinal hath fold commiflions of 
Captains and other officers for money in France, 
whereby unfit perfons have been put into the army, 
to the lofs of the King's dominions there. 

It is faid the Duke of Gloucefter was extremely in- 
cenfed againft Cardinal Beaufort for inftigating (as 
was generally thought) certain perfons to accufe and 
profecute his Dutchefs for treafon, witchcraft, and 
other notorious crimes ; and that revenge for this in- 
jury put him upon taking a ftricl review of that Pre- 
late's conduft for many years paft, and of drawing up 
the above-recited articles ; which amounted to no lefs 
than a charge of high-treafon, and which, the Pro- 
testor maintained, could not come within the inten- 


tion of the AmnefUes heretofore granted him by the 
King. 

[!"] He died in a fort of defpair.] Harpsfield tells 
115(32), that in his lait iickuefs, being confined to 
his bed, he uttered fuch complaints as thefe : And 
mujl I then dye? Will not all my riches fa-ve me? I 
could pur chafe the kingdom , if that would prolong my 
life. What ! is there no Bribing of death ? When my 
nephew the Duke of Bedford died, I thought my happi- 
nefs and my authority greatly increafed ; but the Duke of 
Gloucefter* s death raifed me in fancy to a level with 
Kings, and I thought of nothing but accumulating fill 
greater wealth, to pur chafe at laft the triple crown. 
Alas f how art my hopes dif appointed ! Wherefore, O 
try friends, let me ear ne fly bejeech you to pray for me, 
and recommend my departing foul to God. * Cum enim 

* ex fuprema segritudine leclo afhgeretur, ad hunc 

* mod urn queihis fertur. Cur ego tantis rerum co- 

* piis cumulate affluens, fupremum diem obirem ? Si 

* vel ipfum regnum vitam meam redimere valeret, 

* aut ingenio ill ud, aut pecunia comparare pofl'em. 

* Quid ! An pecunia ad depellendam mortem nullas 

* habet vires ? Cum nepos me us Bedfordienfis Dux 

* fato fundus eflet, putabam magnam felicitati et 
< authoritati meae acceflionem adjunclam ; at poft 

* Gloceftrenfis obitum, parem me etiam regibus cen- 

* febam, majorefque accumulare opes cogitabam, ut 

* triplici ilia tandem tiara pontificia potirer. Sed 

* video infigniter me circumventum. Quare a vobis 

* poftulo, ut egrefluram an imam Deo veftris precibus 

* commendetis.' Next to the Hiftorian's, let us fet 
down the Poet's defcription of Cardinal Beaufort's 
death, which is painted in fuch lively colours, that 
the reader, I am fure, will not be difpieafed with 
the length of the citation. 

Scene the Cardinal's Bed-chamber (33). 

Enter King Henry, Salifbury, and Warwick, to the 
Cardinal in bed. 

K. Henry* How fares my Lord, Speak, Beaufort, 

to thy Sovereign. 
Card. If thou beeft Death, I'll give thee England's 

treafure, 

Enough to purchafe fuch another Ifland, 
So thou wilt let me live, and feel no pain. 

K. Henry. Ah ! what a fign it is of evil life, 
Where death's approach is feen fo terrible I 

War. Beaufort, it is thy Sovereign fpeaks to thee. 

Card. Bring me unto my tryal, when you will. 
Dy'd he * not in his bed ? where fhou'd he dye ? 
Can I make men live whe're they will or no ? 

Oh, torture me no more, I will confefs 

Alive again ? then mew me, where he is : 
I'll give a thou fan d pound to look upon him — 
He hath no eyes, the duit hath blinded them : 
Comb down his hair ; look I look ! it Hands upright 
Like lime- twigs fet to catch my winged foul . 
Give me fome drink, and bid th* Apothecary 
Bring the llrong poifon that I bought of him. 

K. Henry. O thou Eternal Mover of the Heav'm>, 
Look with a gentle eye upon this wretch ; 
Oh, beat away the bufie, meddling, fiend, 
That lays ftrong fiege unto this wretch's foul, 
And from his bofom purge this black defpair. 

War. See how the pangs of d.-ath do mnke him 
grin. 

Sal Diiturb him not, let him pafs peaceably. 
K. Henry. Peace to his Soul, if God's good plea- 
fure be ! 

Lord Cardinal, if thou think'ft on Heaven's blifs, 
Lift up thy hand, make fignal of thy hope. 
— He dies, and makes no fign. O God fur- 
give him. 

War. So bad a death argues a monftrcus life. 

K. Henry. Forbear to judge, for we arc Turners all. 
Clofe up his eyes, and draw the curtain clofe, 
And let us all to meditation. 

lies 
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lies buried under a fair monument on the fouth fide of the high altar of the cathedral 
church of Winchefter [Z ]. Godwin tells us (/), that Cardinal Beaufort, in his youth, (0 ubifupre. 
had a daughter named Jane, by Alice the daughter of Richard Earl of Arundel, and 
filler of the Archbifhop of Canterbury*; whora he afterwards gave in marriage to Sir Ed- 
ward Stradling of Glamorganfhire. He left an immenfe fum by will to pious and cha- 
ritable ufes ; particularly (if Harpsfield is to be believed) 400,000 1. * to the prifons of (•) cccc ti* 
London. He ordered ten thoufand mattes to be fa id for his foul. He diftributed two 
thoufand marks to the poorer tenants of the bifhopric, and forgave the reft all that was fomemiftakelii 
fiii EcdS 6 "' due to him at the cime of hi s death (w). Befides thefe benefatf ions, he founded an ho- Cfigft!* 
fpital near that of St. Crofs at Winchefter, and fettled an eftate upon it of 1 S L i 3 s. 4 d. credibly large, 
per annum* according to the then valuation of money, befides the lands belonging to the J^^IS^ 
college of Fordinbridge, for the maintenance of a mafter, two Chaplains, thirty-five poor orwithrefpea 
men, and three nurfes (0). He left to almoft every cathedral church and monaftery in t01tsa PP llCdtluri * 
England, jewels and plate of a confiderable value; and particularly to the church of 
Wells, of which he had been Dean, 283 ounces of gilt plate, and 148 1. in money (0). (°) ContInuat * 
He is ufually '^diftinguifhed by the title of The rich Cardinal of iVinchefier ; but in our uki 
public records, he is every where ftiled The Cardinal of England* doubtlefs becaule he 
was of Royal extraction. Though the generality of our hiftorians give Beaufort the 
character of an ambitious, haughty, and turbulent Prelate, yet they feem to agree, that 
by his death the King loft one of his faithfulleft and beft counfellors, and that the ftate 
of affairs from that time grew every day worfe and worfe (p ). R. 
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[Z] He lies buried — - in the cathedral church of 
Winchefter \\ Nothing remains of the infcription on 
his tomb, but the following words (34) : 

Tribularer si nescirem misericordias tuas. 

B. 


%* [In the Parliamentary Hiftory we meet with fe- 
veral circumftances concerning Henry Beaufort which 
do not occur in the preceding article ; but which are 
not important enough to require any material en- 
largement. We find, in particular, the heads of the 
fpeeches made by him, when Chancellor, at the 
openings of various Parliaments. Thefe fpeeches are 
nine in number, and were delivered in the years 1404 , 
1405, 1413, 1414, 1415? 1415-16, 1416, 1425, and 
1426. They are taken, according to the fafhion of 
the age, from texts of Scripture, are occasionally in- 
termixed with Latin quotations of the fame kind, and 
(35)Parliamen- contain fundry fcholailic divifions (35). Befides thefe 
tary Hiftory, fpeeches, two more are mentioned ; one, when he 
declared the caufe of fummons at the meeting of the 
Parliament in 1 410, there being then no Chancel- 
lor ; and another, which he made in 1415, upon the 
Parliament's aflembling together again, after an ad- 
journment of a few weeks (36). 

Our learned predeceifor appears to have been mif- 
taken in fuppofing that the Bifhop was appointed 
Chancellor four diilinci: times. It is evident, from 
the preceding fpeeches, that he was Chancellor in 

141 3, and that he continued fo through the years 

1414, 141 5, and 1 41 6. He could not, therefore, 
have been diftindtly appointed to this dignity in 1 414 
and 1417; for in 1 417, Thomas Langley, Bifhop of 
Durham, who had Curtained the fame office in 1406, 
wasraifed to it again, and continued in it fix years 
(37). There is no doubt about the nrft and laft ap- 
pointments of Henry Beaufort to the Chancellorship 
of England. 

Whatever faults our celebrated Prelate might be 
guilty of, the charges exhibited againft him by the 
Duke of Gloucefter are either, comparatively, trifling, 
or wholly unfupported, and feem plainly to have 
been the refult of the greatert perfonal animofity. 
It is certain that Cardinal Beaufort was either in 
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high favour with, or, at Jeaft, had great influence 
over the Lower Houfe of Parliament. In 1421, a 
petition was promoted by the Commons to the King 
and Lords, intimating, ' That whereas the Bifhop 
1 of Winchefter had lent his Majefty, on his late 
? pre fling occafions, and for the cafe of his poor Com- 

* mons, 14,0001. over and above the fum of 8,3061. 

* 18 s. 8 d. formerly borrowed of him ; for which the 
' Bifhop had the King's Letters Patent granted him 

* for his fecurity ; the Commons now pray that the 
' faid Letters Patent may be ratified and confirmed 
' in this Parliament, for the greater fecurity of 

* the faid Bifhop, and that they might be entered 
1 on the Rolls of the fame.' Accc aing'y, thefe 
Letters Patent are found on the Rolls of Parlia- 
ment (38). 

The caufe of our Prelate's popularity, in the pre- 
ceding inllance, is obvious ; and that he retained it 
for a number of years, will be apparent from what 
we have farther to relate. In the latter end of the 
year 1429, after the Commons had voted a fupply of 
one whole tenth, and one fifteenth, to be levied on 
the Laity, they granted another tenth and a fifteenth 
at the fpecial inftance and defire of the Bifhop of 
Winchefter. They gave alfo, to the King, a grant 
of tonnage and poundage, to continue till the next 
Parliament (39). 

The Cardinal, in the following fpring, was in 
fuch high eftimation with the Houfe of Commons, 
that they unanimoufly joined in a petition to the 
King, that, in confideration of the great and notable 
fervices he had done the Crown, both under the pre- 
fent King and his father, that his Majefty would 
grant him a full pardon for whatever he had afted 
contrary to the laws ; particularly in regard to the 
ftatute of praemunire. The petition was granted ; 
and two acts were, alfo, at the fame time, pafted in the 
Cardinal's favour, relating to (ome loans of mo- 
ney he had lent the King on his jewels (40*. This is 
a different tranfaclion from what is mentioned in 
the text, as having happened in the year 1432. 

Mr. Hume defcribes Henry Beaufort as a Prelate 
of great capacity and experience, but of an intriguing 
and dangerous chara&er (41 ).] K. 
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BEAUFORT (Joan), Queen of Scotland, was the eldcft daughter of John 
Beaufort Farl of Someilet (fon of John of Gaunt), by Margaret, daughter of Thomas 
Holland, Earl of Kent (a\ and niece to the famous Henry Beaufort, Cardinal of St. Eu- 
febius, and Bifhop of Winchefter. The time and place of her birth are unknown. In 
^ IC ^ in Lond 0f1 *' February 1423 the was married, with great folemnity, in the church of St. Mary Overrey 
iwM-Tizs- in -Southwark, to James the Firft, King of Scotland who had been prifoner in Eng- 
land ever fince the thirtieth of March i404[^fj. Her portion was forty thoufand 

marks. 
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p. 141. 8vo. 
edit. 1763. 


(a ) Sandfovo's 
Qcnealonic Hif* 
Tory, ^iih S. 


(b)lliJ. HoIIri- 
ihea 1 ; Cftron 
edit. 1587, Vol, 
ii. p. 537. 


\A~\ jfa?nes I., King cf Scotland, <whb had been pri- 
foner in England ever Jince March 30, 1404.] The 
manner of his being taken, and the reaion of his being 

Vol. I. 


detained prifoner in England, were very cruel, arid 
extremely dishonourable to the Englifh court. His 
father, Robt-rt III., King of Scotland, being a weak 
* man, 
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(c) Buchanan 
and D. Scott's 
Hift. of Scot- 
land, ed. Weft, 
minfter, fol. 
1728, p. 226. 

(f) Ibid. 


(g) Idem, p, 
227, 22S. 

(b)lbid. ? . 228, 
(I) Ibid, p. 232. 


(d) Sandford, 
Sec. ubifupta. 

(e) Scott, ubi 
jupra. 


(k) 5an(Jford, 
ubi fuprg. 


marks (4 This match was procured by her uncle, the Bifhop of Winchefler above 
mentioned, in order to ftrengthen and fupport his family by an alliance with the kingdom 
of Scotland (d). She fet out, with the King her hulband, for Scotland, in March 1423; 
being attended as far as Berwick by her father, and her uncle the Cardinal , and, on the 
twentieth of that month, arrived at Edinburgh (e). She was crowned with him the 
twenty-fecond of May 1424 (f). Through her merciful interceffion with the King in 
1427, fhe faved the life of Alexander Lord of the Ifles, who had committed fome a£ts of 
hoftility ; and in 1431, that of Archibald Earl of Douglas, w-ho was fufpefted of trea- 
fon (g). The fixtecnth day of Oflober 1430, fhe was delivered at Stirling of two fons at 
one birth ; which were baptized by the names of Alexander and James. Alexander died 
young, but James lived to fucceed his father (b). In the year 1437, fhe received an in- 
formation of a confpiracy forming again ft the King her hufband's life ; upon which fhe 
went poft to him to Roxburgh, and informed him thereof (/) : but, notwithftanding her 
precaution, the King was molt cruelly murdered in the Dominicans abbey at Perth, by 
the faction of Walter, Earl of Athol, his uncle [flj, on the twenty-firft of February 
1436-7, in the thirteenth year of his reign, and was buried in the Charter- Houfe at Perth, 
which he had founded. When the ruffians rufhed into the room, the Queen, to her ever- 
lalting honour, fo long fhrowded the King from the affaflins with her own body, that fhe 

received two wounds before fhe could be drawn off him. She married to her fecond 

hufband James Stewart, called the Black Knight, fon to the Lord of Lome and dying (f) RoplGc _ 
in the year 1446, was buried at Perth, near the King her firft hufband (k). By her neaiogies, &<. 
fecond hufband, fhe had a fon, named John, who was afterwards Earl of Athol (I). M. 


by J. Anderfca, 
Lond. 1732, 
p. 744« 


( # ) King Henry 


man, and entirely governed by his ambitious and 
haughty brother, the Duke of Albany, who afpired 
to the Crown, and had ftarved to death the eldeft 
Prince, David ; the King refolved to put his younger 
fon Prince James out of that treacherous man's power, 
by fending him into France to be educated, and ac- 
cordingly put him on board a veflel. The young 
Prince failing near the coait of Norfolk, and finding 
himfelf fea-fick, went on more for refreihment ; but 
he was no fooner landed, than feized by fome mari 


months after his return to Scotland, and io,o©o 
marks every year till the whole was paid (4) ; but, in 
confideration of his marriage, 10,000 marks of that 
fum were abated (5). Though King Henry ufed 
him extremely ill, in barbaroufly imprifoning him 
againftall law and equity, yet it mnil be owned, that 
he took care to give him a princely education, and by 
procuring him the belt mailers in all fciences, ren- 
dered him a very accomplifhed perfon (6). 


(4} Ibid. p. 307, 
3* h Sfo. 
(5) Ibid. 


(6) D. Scott, ubi 


[B] He was mojl cruelly murdered by the fupra, p. 22JU 

ners of Clay, and brought to the King (*), who was fuclion of Walter, Earl of Athol, his uncle.] This 
fo cruel as to confine him in the Tower. In vain did Walter was King Robert the Second's eldeft fon by 


(i Walfing' am, 
Hift. Anglia?, 
edir.Francofurti, 
j6o3,fol.p. 375. 
Buchanjn. 
Rapin's Hift. of 
England, fol. 
edit. 1732, 
Vol. i. p. 498, 
4.99. 

(2) SeeRymer's 
Fcedera, &c. 
Vol. ix. p. 5, 6. 

45 7*- 79- "3« 
125 145.417, 
418. 591. 913. 

(3) Jbtd. p. 44, 
45- 


the Scotch Prince deliver King Henry a letter from 
the King his father, in cafe any accident mould oblige 
him to land in his dominions. Henry only anfwered 
with a poor jelt, telling him, There was no occafion 
to go to Paris to learn French, for he underftood it 
himfelf, and would teach it him(i). The King of 
Scotland dying foon after, the Duke of Albany, and 
the other Regents of that kingdom, found it too 
much for their advantage to have the young King 
kept at a diftance from his dominions, to attempt to 
ranfom him ; though they fent, for form-fake, Em- 
bafladors aim oft every year, under pretence of fol i cit- 
ing his liberty (2). On the third of Auguft 1413, he 
was removed from the Tower to Wind for caftle (3) ; 
and in 14 16 had leave to go and fpend fome time in 
his own kingdom, having given fecurity for his return. 
Accordingly he came back, and in 1419 accompanied 
King Henry V. into France, in order to fend back 
7000 Scots, that afllfled the French there again ft the 
Englifli ; but they rcfufed to obey his orders. At 
length, troubles arifing in Scotland about the year 
1423, the States of that kingdom agreed to fend Em- 
bafladors to treat of their King's ranfom ; and he was 
accordingly fet at liberty, upon engaging to pay forty 
thoufand pounds, namely, 10,000 marks within fix 


his fecond marriage, and was a moft cruel, wicked, 
and fubtile man. Having been told by a wizard, 
* That before his death he mould be crowned in a 
4 great concourfe of people,' he formed the project 
of taking off the King by poifon, in order to feize 
his croivn ; but the plot being difcovered, and the 
King having left fuddenly, upon that account, the 
fiege of Roxburgh, in which he was engaged, and 
repaired to Perth, where he lodged himfelf in the 
Dominicans abbey, near the walls of the town, for 
the fafety of his perfon ; Walter determined to mur- 
der him that very night : For that purpofe he bribed 
one of the King's domeftic fervants, who gave him 
and his accomplices admittance into the King's cham- 
ber, where they executed their villanous defign. But 
Walter was moft feverely punilhed, during three 
days, for his moft deteftable crime. The firft day he 
had his body all disjointed by an engine, fixed on a 
cart. The fecond day, he was put upon an high pil- 
lory like a throne, and had a red hot iron crown put 
on his head, with this motto, The King of all Trai- 
tors. The third day, he was dragged through the 
ftreets on a hurdle, bowelled, beheaded, and then 
quartered (7). M. 


(a) Sand ford's 
and Stebbing's 
Genealogic. 
Hift. Lond. 
1707, fol. 
p. 328. 

(d) Duedale's 
3aron. Vol. i. 

P 248- 
Holinihed's 
Chron. Vol. ii. 
p. 678. 


(0 Page 9, edit. 
Lond. 1708, 81/0. 
By T. Baker, 
B. D. 


BEAUFORT (Margaret), the foundrefs of Chrift's and St. John's colleges 
in Cambridge, was the only daughter and heir of John Beaufort [A]> Duke of Somerfet 
(grandfon of John of Gaunt Duke of Lancafter), and of Margaret Beauehamp his wife (*). 
She was born at Bletfhoe in Bedfordfhire [B], in the year 144 1 About the fifteenth 
year of her age, fhe was married to Edmund of Haddam, Earl of Richmond, by whom 
Ihe had a fon named Henry, who was afterwards King, by the title of HENRY VII (r). 
Some time after, fhe took for her fecond hufband Sir Henry Stafford, fecond fon to 
Henry Duke of Buckingham, by whom fhe had no children. He dying about the year 
1481 (d), fhe had for her third hufband Thomas Lord Stanley, afterwards Earl of 

[J] Daughter and heir of John Beaufort, Duke of mother was the daughter of Sir John Beauehamp of 


Somerfet,] Bifhop Fiftier, in his funeral fermon upon 
her, fays (1), ' That, what by lyncge, what by af- 
1 finite, fhe had thirty Kings and Queens, within the 
* four degree of iflarryage unto her, befides Erics, 
4 Markyfes, Dukes, and Princes.' 

[BJ She was born at Bletjkoe in Bedford/kin.] Her 


Bletfhoe, Kt., and filler and heir to John Beauehamp. 
She had been firft married to Sir Oliver St. John of 
Bletfhoe, Kt. (2), as fhe was, after the Duke of So- 
merfet's deceafe, married a third time to Leonard Lord 
Wells. 

Derby, 


(7) Buchanan 
and Scott's Hift. 
of Scotland* 
p. 232, 233. 

(b) Dugdale's 
Baron. Vol. ii* 
p. 123. 

Her irfther died 
May 27, 1444, 
and ihe was then 
three years old, 
ibid. 

Fuller's Hift. of 
Cambr. p. 94., 

(c) Dugdale, 
ubi fupra. 

Her hufband died 
November 3, 
1456, leaving 
his ion but fit- 
teen weeks old, 

p- HI* 

(2) Sandford'i 
and Siebbing't 
Geneal. Hilt, 
p. 327. and 
Dugdale'sBaron. 
Vyl, ii. p, 123. 


(t)ldem, Vol.i?. 
p. 249. 

(w) General 
Chronicle, Edit. 
1631^01^.487. 


(i) Ibid. p. 16. 
(k) Ibid, p. 22. 


(m) Preface, as 
above, p. viii. 


(p ) Preface to 
Fun, Sermon, as 
above, p. xxxiii. 
(q) Ibid, p. xlix. 
Sec alfo at the 
end of the book, 
p. 43. 

(r) Stow'* 
Chronicle, 
p. 437. 


(t) Prcfac, ubi 
fupra, p. xix. 
We are told 
the e, that Eraf- 
mus had 20 (hil- 
lings for making 
that epitaph. 

(3) A. Wood, 
Hift. & Aniiq. 
Univ. Oxon. 

1. ii. p. 33. 

(4) Catalogue of 
Profeflbrs at 
Cambr. before 
Funcrcl Sermon, 
as above. 

(5) Ibid. 

(6) Wood, ubi 
fupra, p. 34. 


(7) See the end 
of* the Calal gue 
or Pre chcrs : 
the book is not 
paged there. 

(8) Ubi fupra. 
See Preface to 
the Sermon, as 
above, p. x. 
(91 Page 327, 
328. 


(to) Caii Hi<L 
Cantab. Acad. 

Fuller's Hift. of 
CambridgeUniv. 
p. 90,91. 


BEAUFORT. 

Derby, who hud no ifiue by her (e) : He died in the year 1504 (f). This good and 
pious Lady performed, ail her lifetime, fo many noble afts and charitable deeds, that, as 
Stow exprefles it (g), they cannot exprefled in a fmall volume. Avarice fhe hated (h% 
and therefore was daily dilpenling all fuitable relief and affiftance to the diltrefled and the 
indigent. In particular, fhe kepi conftantly in her houfe twelve poor people, whom fhe 
provided with lodging, viduals, and clothes (/). She was alio a mother to the Students 
in both the univerfities, and a patronels to all the learned men of England (k). And fhe 
manifefted her great regard for them, by her munificent foundations for the encourage- 
ment of learning: For, on the 8th of September, 1502, fhe inftituted two perpetual 
public Leftures in Divinity, one at Oxford, and the other at Cambridge (I) ; each of 
which fhe endowed with twenty marks a year [C]. In 1504, Ottober 30, fhe founded a 
perpetual public preacher at Cambridge, with a falary of ten pounds a year [D], whofe 
duty was, to preach at lead fix fermons every year, at fcveral churches (fpecified in the 
foundation) in the diocefes of London, Ely, and Lincoln (m). She alfo founded a per- 
petual chantry in the church of Winburne-minfter in Dorfetfhire [£], for one Prielt to 
teach Grammar freely, to all that would come, while the world fhould endure (;*), 
with a ftipend of ten pounds a year. But her nobleft foundations were, the colleges of 
Chrift, and St. John, in Cambridge ; the former, founded in the year 1505 (0), for one 
Matter, twelve Fellows, and forty-feven Scholars [F] ; the latter in the year 1508, for 
a Matter, and fifty Fellows and Scholars [G]. But this being juft begun, or rather only 
defigned, before her deceafe, was completed and finifhed by her executors, the chief of 
whom was John Fifher, Bilhop of Rochefler. The charter of foundation bears date 
April 9, 1511 (J>); and the college was opened July 29, 1516(2). The worthy foundrefs 
was eminent not only for her charity, but alfo for her exemplary piety, according to the 
manner of thofe fuperftitious times [H] ; and after having lived fixty-eight years an orna- 
ment to her lex, and a public benefit to mankind, fhe departed this life at Weftmintter 
the 29th of June, 1509, in the firft year of her grandfon King Henry the Vlllth's 
reign (r) ; and was buried in the fouth ifle of the beautiful chapel, erefted by her fon 
King Henry VII.. adjoining to Weftmintter- Abbey. Her monument, of black marble 
and touchftone, is yet extant and entire*, whereon lies her effigies of gilt oopper, in robes 
doubled with ermine, and the head encircled with a coronet (s). Round the verge, on 
a fillet of brafs, is an infeription (given in the note [1] below), which, as we are informed 
was compofed by the moll renowned Erafmus. M. 

[We 
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(ri) Full <*r, ibid. 
and PreleutSca'.e 
of Great Britain, 
..Edit. 1735, 
Part ii. p. 245. 


[C] Each of which fhe endowed with twenty marks 
a year.] This might be augmented to 20 1. a year 
(3), as that at Cambridge was, July 5, 1566 (4), and 
to it was annexed by King James I. Aug, 26, 1605, 
the Rectory, of Terrington in Norfolk (5). The 
Praclectors. or ProfefTors, are chofen, every two years, 
in full convocation, by the Doctors and Bachelors of 
Divinity (6). Sec a lift of the ProfefTors, both at 
Cambridge and Oxford, before her funeral fermon ; 
and in A. Wood. 

[Z)J A perpetual public preacher at Cambridge, Sec] 
See a catalogue of all the preachers to the year 1708, 
before the Lady Margaret's funeral fermon, mentioned 
above. The inlHtution hath been altered, by royal 
difpenfation, from fix fermons in three feveral dio- 
cefes (as mentioned above), to one fermon before the 
univerfity, at the beginning of Eafter-Term (7). 
The Lady Margaret did not appoint fuch a preacher 
at Oxford, as Mr. Wood imagines (8). 

[E] She alfo founded a perpetual chantry in the church 
cf Winburne.^ Where her father and mother lay 
buried. See Sandford's and otebbing's Genealogical 
Hiftory (9). 

[F] Chris's -college founded in the year 1505, 

&c] It was built in the place where Itood God's 
houfe, a fmall hoftel erected by King Henry VI. 
wherein he had placed four Fellows, which he in- 
tended to augment to the number of fixty (10). The 
Countefs of Richmond endowed her college with — 
the manors of Malton, Meldred, and Beach, and fe- 
veral other lands and rents, all in Cam bridge (hire : — 
The manor of Ditefworth, with lands and tenements 
in Ditefworth, Kegworth, Hathern, and Wolton, in 
Leiceftcrfhire : — The abbey of Creke in Norfolk : — 
The manor of Royden in EfTex, exchanged after- 
wards with King Edward VI. for the revenues of 
Bromwell Abbey :— And the impropriation of Mani- 
bire in Wales. King Edward VI. added one Fellow- 
fhip, upon a complaint made to him, that the mailer 
and the twelve fellows contained a fuperlKtious allu- 
fion to Chrift and his twelve Apoftles. He alfo added 
three Scholarships, by the benefaction of J. Fifher, 
Bifhop of Rccheiter, Sir Walter Mildmay, Richard 
Bunting, and others ; it contains at prcicnt fifteen 
Fellows, and fifty-fix Scholars (11). 


[G] The latter (St. John's college J in theyear 150S-] 
It was built in the place where itood an hofpital for 
Canons regular, erected by Nigel, fecond Bifhop of 
Ely, in 11 34, and converted afterwards, by his fuc- 
ceffor Hugh de Balfham, into a Priory, dedicated to 
St. John the Evangclift (12). The foundrefs en- 

, dowed it, by her will, with the i flues, profits, and 
revenues of her cftate and lands, in the counties of 
Devon, Somerfet, and Northampton, to the value of 
400 1. a year and upwards (13) 5 befides the revenues 
of the Priory on which it was built, amounting to 
80 1. 1 s. 10 d. oh. per ann. and a licence of mortmain 
for 50 1. a year more. But the King, as heir at law, 
filing for, and recovering the foundrefs 's eftate (14), 
the original foundation of this college confifted only 
of part of the Countefs of Richmond's eftate at Ford- 
ham in Cam bridge (hi re ; the revenues of the dif- 
folvci Priory on which it was erected ; and the hofpi- 
tal of Ofpring in Kent, valued at 70 1. a year, and 
procured by Bifhop Fifher (15). The expence of new 
building the college amounted to betwixt four and 
five thoufand pounds (16). This houfe, though fo 
very fmall in its beginning, is, by the munificence 
of feveral benefactors, particularly Archbiihop Mor- 
ton, and Archbiihop Williams, become one of the 
large ft and moil eonfiderable in the univerfity, and 
confifts at prefent of fifty-nine Fellows, and one hun- 
dred and fifteen Scholars (17). 

[H] She was eminent for her exemplary piety.] She 
ufed to rife about five o'clock in the morning, and 
from that hour till dinner-time (which was then ten 
o'clock J fhe continued, aim oft without ceafing, in 
meditation and prayer ; which fhe refumed again after 
dinner, as the curious reader may fee in her funeral 
fermon (18). She alfo tranflated fqme books of de- 
votion from French into Englifh (19). 

[/] Round J he verge, on a fillet of brafs ', is an in- 
feription.] Which is as follows: Margaret ae. Riche- 
mondiac. Septimi. Henries. Matri. OcJavi. Aviae. Quae. 
Stipendia. Conjliiuit. Trib. Hoc. Coenobio. Monachis. Et. 
DoSlori. Grammatices. Apud. IVymborn. Perq; Anglia;n>. 
c Tota?n. Divini. Verbi. Praeconi. Duobus. Item. Irtcr. 
Praetib: Litternr: Sacrar: Alteri. Oxoniis. Alteri. Can- 
tabrigie. Vbi. Et. Collegia. Dno. Chrifto. Et. Joanni. 
Difcipulo. Ejus. Struxit. Moritur. An. Dom. M.D.IX. 

Ill, 


Cf) ibid. 


(h) The Fane* 
ral Sermon of 
Mirgaret Coun- 
icfi of Rich- 
mond, &c by 
B:/r. 0l > Fifljer, 
reprinted at 
London, 17081 
%V0, p. 5. 

(I) Preface to 
that Funeral 
Sermon, p. vil, 
and A. Wood, 
H ft. 8c Antiq. 
Univ, Oxon/ 
I. ii, p, 3a. 


(n) Dugdale'* 
Baron. Vol. ii. 
p. 137. 

fo) Preface to. 
the Sermon, as 
above, p. xi. 
J. Caii Hiftor, 
Cantabr. Acad. 
1. i. p. 73-77, 
T. Fuller's Hit?, 
or the Univerf. 
of Cambridge, 
p. 90— 9*. 
R. Parker's Hift. 
of Cambridge* 


fs) Sandf^rdV 
and Stebbing's 
Gen^aiog, Hifr t 


(12) Fuller, ubi 
jupra, p. 94. 


(13) Preface to 
Funer. Serm, as 
above, p. xxxi. 
xxxiii. 

(14) Ibid. 

p. xxxix, xl* 


(15) Ibid. 
p. xl — xliii. 

(16J lb. p. xxx*. 


(17) Prefent 
State of Great 
Britain, ubi fu- 
pra. 


(iS E lit. 17081 
p. 12, 13. 

(19) Uid. 


84 


fa) Catalogue 
of Royal and 
Noble Authors, 
Vol.ii. p. 175, 
zd edit. 


( ti> ) Funeral 
Se rmon, ubi fu- 
pra» 
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fx) Catalogue 
of Royal and 
Noble. Authors, 
Vpl. ii. p 178. 


%* [We (hall add a few farther particulars relative to this illuftrious Lady, of whom 
Mr. Horace Walpole obferves, that (he feems to have willingly ceded her no right to the 
crown to her fon, Henry VII. » while (he employed herfelf in founding colleges, and rn 

< a£ls of more real devotion and goodnefs, than generally attend fo much fuperftt- 
■ tion (u) [K]. 9 The fame ingenious writer gives us a curious account of the manner in 
which (he was brought to refolve upon her firft marriage [L]. It is faid to have been by 
her recommendation, that James Stanley, fon to her hufband the Earl of Derby, by a 
former wife, was made Bilhop of Ely v for which (he has been cenfured [M]. It has 
been already obferved, that fhe conftantly kept in her houfe twelve poor perfons, whom 
fhe furniflied with all neceffaries ; and it is added by Bilhop Fiftier, that whenever any of 
them were fick, ftie always vifited them, comforted them, and mimftered unto them with 
her own hands. When any of them were near death, ftve would alfo attend, and be 
prefent to fee them depart, and to learn to die v and when they were dead, fhe would 
attend them to the grave (w). Mr. Walpole has given her a place in his 4 Catalogue of 
c the Royal and Noble Authors of England f and the pieces which he attributes to her 
are the following : « The Mirrour of Gold for the finful Soul, tranflated from a French 

< tranflation of a book called, Speculum aureum peccatorum? Printed by Richard Pynfon, 
4 to, with cuts* on vellum. ' Tranflation of the fourth book of Dr. J. Gerfon's treatife 
« of the imitation and following the blefled life of our moft merciful Saviour (Thrift/ 
Printed at the end of Dr. William Atkinfon's Englilh tranflation of the three firft books, 
1504. A letter to her fon is publifhed in Howard's Colle&ion of Letters; and fhe alfo, 
by her fon's command and authority, ' made the orders [yet extant] for great eftates of 
4 Ladies and noble women, for their precedence, attires, and wearing of barbes at fune- 
c rals, over the chin, and under the fame (*).' Befides the infeription upon her tomb in 
Weftminfter-abbey, written by Erafmus, a Latin elegy upon her death was alio written 
by John Skelton, which is to be feen upon a tablet near her monument (y).] T. 


fy) Ballard, M 
Jupra, p. 17, iS. 


(20) Sandford, 
and Stebbing, 
ubifupra, p. 329. 

(21) Namely, to 
pray for her foul. 


Memoirs of 
Britifh Ladies, 

r- 9- 


(23) Mr. Ba- 
ker's Pref. to 
Birtiop Fifher's 
Funeral Sermon, 
p. 19. 


(24) Funeral 
Sermon of Mar- 
garet Cotintefs 
of Richmond, 
&C. hy Bi/hop 
Y iftier, pnbliflted 
by Mr. Baiter, 
. 1 r. 


III. KaL Jidij. (20) ; i. e. * To the memory of Mar- 
1 garet Countcfs of Richmond, mother of Henry VII. 

* grandmother of Henry VIII. who gave revenues 
1 for the maintenance of three Monks in this mona- 
1 ftery (21), and for a fchoolm after at Wymborn, 
1 and a preacher of the word of God throughout 

* England. And alfo for two interpreters of the 

* Holy Scriptures, one at Oxford, the other at Cam- 

* bridge, where alfo fhe founded two colleges, dedi- 

* cated to Chrift, and to his difciple St. John. She 

* died in the year of our Lord 1509, on the 29th of 

* June.' M. 


%* [ [K] So much fuperftition.] Mr. Ballard fays, 
that 4 with the moft ardent zeal me went through all 

* the religious offices appointed by the church of 

* Rome : thefe, and her private devotions, were fo 
4 long, and frequent, as occafioned her bodily indif- 
4 pofitions (22).' And we are informed by Mr. 
Baker, that 4 me was admitted into the fraternity 

* of five feveral religious houfes (if not more), Weft- 
' minftcr, Crovvland, Durham, Wynburne, and the 

* Charter-houfe at London ; which, in the ftrain of 

* that age, as it entitled her to the praife, fo it gave 
4 her a lhare in the merit and good works of all thofe 

* focieties : and for her chaftity, as it was unfpotted 
4 in her marriage, fo, fome years before her death, 

* me took upon her the vow of celibacy (not other- 

* wife to be commended, than as an efflux of the 
' purity of her mind) from Bifhop Fifher's hand, in 

* a form yet extant upon our regifters ; the reafon, I 

* fuppofe, that her portraiture is ufually taken, and 
4 depicted with a veil, and in the habit of a nun 

* (23).' Bifhop Fiftier fays, that * as to hard cloaths 
4 wearing, ftie had her fhirts and girdles of hair, 

* which, when fhe was in health, every week fhe 
1 failed not certain days to wear, fometirne the one, 
1 fometirne the other, that full often her fkin, as I 
' heard her fay, was pierced therewith. As for 

* chaftity, though fhe always continued not in her 
4 virginity, yet in her (laft) hufband's days, fhe ob- 
' tained of him licence, and promifed to live chafte, 

* in the hands of the reverend father, my lord of 

* London ; which promife fhe renewed, after her 

* hufband's death, into my hands again ; whereby it 

* may appear the difcipline of her body (24).' Wc 
are alfo told, that her humility was fuch, that fhe 
would often fay, 1 on condition that the princes of 
\ Chriflendom would combine themfelves, and march 
4 a^ainft the comnfbn enemy the Turks, fhe would 
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* moft willingly attend them, and be their laundrefs 
4 in the camp (25).' 

[L] To refolve upon her firft marriage.} Mr. Wal- 
pole fays, that 4 while fhe wa* yet young, and a rich 
4 heirefs, the great Duke of Suffolk, minifter to 
4 Henry the Sixth, or rather to Queen Margaret, 
4 fol kited her in marriage for his fon, though the 

* King himfelf wooed her for his half-brother Ed- 

* mund. On fo nice a point the good young lady 
1 confulted with an elderly gentlewoman, who think- 
4 ing it too great a decifion to take upon herfelf, re- 
4 commended her to St. Nicholas, who whipping on 
4 fome epifcopal robes, appeared to her, and declared 
4 in favour of Edmund *. The old gentlewoman, I 
4 fuppofe, was dead, and St. Nicholas out of the 
4 way, for we hear nothing of the Lady Margaret 

* consulting either of them on the choice of two other 
€ hufbands after the death of Earl Edmund, by whom 
4 {he had King Henry. Sir Henry Stafford, the fe- 

* cond, bequeathed to his fon in-law a trappur of 
4 four new horfe harnifh of velvet; and his mother 
4 the Duchefs of Buckingham, in confideraticn of 
c the Lady Margaret's great affection for literature, 
■ gave her the following legacy by her will : 14 To 
M my daughter Richmond a book of Englifh, being 
44 a legend of Saints; a book of French called Lu- 
44 cun ; another book of French of the epiftles and 
44 gofpels ; and a primmer with clafps of filver gilt, 
44 covered with purple velvet f (26)." 

[71/] By her recommendation, James Stanley, &c. 
tvas made Bi/bop of Ely ; for which Jhe has been cen- 
fured.] It appears that application was made to Eraf- 
mus, to be preceptor to this young gentleman, in 
order to qualify him for the prelacy. Dr. Jortin fays, 

* At this time (1496), I fuppofe, Erafmus refufed a 
1 large penlion, and larger prbmifes, from a young 
4 illiterate Englishman, who was to be made a Bi- 
4 fhop, and who wanted to have him for a preceptor. 
4 He would not, as he fays, be fo hindered from pro- 
4 fecuting his ftudies, for all the wealth in the world. 

* This youth, as Knight informs us, feems to have 
4 been James Stanley, fon of the Earl of Derby, and 
4 fon-in-lavv to Margaret, the King's mother, and 
4 afterwards made Biihop of Ely by her intereft. This 
4 (fays Knight) Curtly <was the <worft thing Jhe ever 
4 did: and, indeed, if it be the Catholic, it is not 
4 the ApoftoUc method of bellowing and of obtaining 

* bifhoprics. However, it appears, that the young 
4 gentleman, though ignorant, had a defire to learn 
4 fomething, and to qualify himfelf, in f>me meafure, 
' for the ftaiion in which he was to be placed (27).' ] 
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(25) Ballard, 
P. 9. 


* This ftory 11 
alfo rJated by 
Bifhon Fifher, 
and Lord Bacon. 
jr u {. Ballard's 
Memoirs, p. 7* 
8vo edit. 


f Dagdale, 

(16) Catalogue 
of .Royal and 
Noble Authors, 
Vol. ii, p. 176, 
177. 


(27) Life of E- 
rafmu*, Vol, i. 
p. 6. 1 


(a) In Latin 
Dj Belhmome. 

(c) She zuat 
daughter of Phi- 
lip the Fair, 
fciig °f France. 

(d) Anglia Sa- 
cra, ubi ftipra, 
p. 757, in not is. 


(f) Ibid. 


(Z) See the ar- 
ticle BEK 
(Anthony). 


BEAUMONT. 

BEAUMONT (a) (Lewis), Bifhop of Durham in the reign of King Edward IT. 
was defcended from the royal blood of the Kings of France and Sicily and thereby 
Mated to Queen Ifabella (c) [i]. f He was made Treafurer of Salifbnry in the year 
1294 (d) 9 and from thence advanced to the See of Durham in 1317 [5]. It was with 
difficulty Pope John XXII. corllented to his confecration, for which he paid fo large a 
fum of money to the Holy See, that he was never able entirely to difcharge the debt it 
involved him in (e). As he was on the road to Durham, accompanied by two Cardi- 
nals [C, in order to be inftalled, he was attacked by a party of Scotch, headed by one 
Gilbert Middleton [D|; who, having plundered all their baggage, fuffered the Cardi- 
nals to proceed, but carried the Bifhop, and his brother Henry, prifoners to Mitteford 
Cattle, and obliged them to pay a large fum of money for their ranfom, towards which 
the Prior of Durham was forced to fell the habits, plate, and jewels of the church. 
After this, Beaumont was confecrated at Weftminfter, on the feaft of the Annuncia- 
tion 1 3 1 8 (f). This Prelate vigoroufly defended the rights of his church, and recovered 
to it feveral eftates, which had been alienated from it in the time of his predeceflbr An- 
thony Bek (g) ; the Judges pafling this fentence in his favour, that the Bijloop of Durham 
ought to have the forfeitures in war within the liberties of his churchy as the King has 
without [£]. In 1328, the Bifhop had a difpute with the Metropolitan of York, con- 
cerning the right of vifitation in the jurifdidlion of Allerton \ and whenever the Arch- 
bifhop came thither to vifit, the Bifhop of Durham always oppofed him with an armed 
force. After much litigation and cxpence, the matter was at laft accommodated - 7 the 
Archbifhop appropriating the Church of Lek for the maintenance of the Bi (hop's table, 
with the referve of an annual penfion to himfelf, and another to the Chapter of York (h). 
Bifhop Beaumont built a hall and kitchen at Middleham, and began a chapel, but did 
not live to finifh it. He died at Brentingham, in the diocefe of York, September the 
24th, 1333, having fat fifteen years 5 and lies buried near the high altar of his church, 
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(b) Robert de 
Crayfbnef,HiiK 
Dunelm. apud 
Wharton, Angl. 
Sacra, P. i. 
p. 760. 

(e) R. de Craj - 

flanes, ibid* 
P- 75 s - 


f£;R.de Graf- 
ftaner, ibid. 
P- 7S9> 76o. 


(1) Robert de 
GrayftaneSjHift. 
Dunelm. a pud 
Wharton, An- 
glia Sacra, P. i. 
P- 757- 


# [^] [And thereby related to Queen Ifabella.] For 
a curious account of the family of Beaumont, vid. 
The three Letters containing Remarks on the Errors 
and Defects of Dugdale's Baronage, p. 162 — 178. 
The writer of thefe letters endeavours to mew, that 
the defcent of this family from the Kings of France 
and Sicily cannot be reconciled to any rules or mea- 
sures of chronology ; and though he acknowledges 
that due refpect ought to be paid to the credit of 
Robert de Grayftanes, who was not only contempo- 
rary, but perfonally acquainted with Lewis de Beau- 
mont, yet he fays, that perhaps the Sub-prior might 
be impofed upon by the pride and vanity of the 
Bifhop. 

A perfon of this family, John de Beaumont, was 
railed, in the i8th year of King Henry the Vlth, 
into the Englifh peerage, by the title of Vifcount of 
Beaumont, whereby tne title of Vifcount became na- 
turalized and ennobled. Before this time, the ftile 
of Vice comes in England was only given to fherifls 
appointed for the adminiftration of a fliare of the 
laws and government in the feveral counties, inflead 
of the Earls by whom they were anciently ruled under 
the Crown, but never fignified any honour or dignity 
of Peerage. Ibid. p. 176, 177.] K. 

[B] He was advanced to the See of Durham in 13 17.] 
There were feveral candidates for the vacant bilhopric. 
The Earl of Lancafter made intereft for one John de 
Kynardfley, promiilng, in cafe of his election, to de- 
fend the See againft the Scots. The Earl of Here- 
ford pufhed for John Walwayn, a Civilian. The 
King, who was then at York, would have promoted 
the election of Thomas Charlton, a Civilian, and 
Keeper of his Privy-Seal ; but the Queen interpofed 
fo warmly in behalf of her kinfman Lewis Beaumont, 
that the King was prevailed upon to write letters to 
the Monks in his favour. Thofe Religious, having 
previoufly obtained the King's leave to proceed to an 
election, rejected all thefe applications, and made 
choice of Henry de Stamford, Prior of Finchley, an 
elderly man, of a fair character and pleafing afpect, 
and a good fcholar. The King would have con- 
fented to the election, had it not been for the Queen, 
who on her bare knees humbly entreated him, that 
her kinfman might be Bifhop of Durham. Where- 
upon the King refufed to admit Henry de Stamford, 
and wrote to the Pope in favour of Beaumont. At 
the fame time the Monks fent the Bifhop elect to the 
Pope's court for his Holinefs's confirmation : but, 
before his arrival, the Pope, at the inftances of the 
Kings and Queens of France and England, had con- 
ferred the Bifhoprie on Beaumont (1). And, to 
make Henry fome amends, his Holinefs gave him a 

Vol. II. 


grant of the Priory of Durham upon the next va- 
cancy ; but he did not live to enjoy it (2). 

[C] He went to Durham in company with two Car- 
dinals.] Their names were Ganfelmus and Lucas de 
Flifco. They were fent by the Pope to bring about 
a peace between England and Scotland. As their 
bufihefs required their prefence in Scotland, Beau- 
mont, who had received his Bulls for confecration, 
and intended to be enthroned at Durham on St. Cuth- 
bert's day, took the opportunity of their journeying 
northward, and, for the greater magnificence, fet out 
in company with them (3). 

\_D] He *was attacked by a party of Scotch, headed 
by one Gilbert Middleton.] The Prior of Durham, it 
feems, had given him notice of his danger upon the 
road ; but he flighted the advice, faying, that the 
King of Scots dared not attempt any fuch thing, and 
that the Prior only wanted to delay his confecra- 
tion (4). 

[E] The fudges paffed fentence, that the Bifhop of 
Durham ought to have the forfeitures in war within 
the liberties of his church, as the King had without.] 
As this fentence of the Judges was a folcmn confirma- 
tion of the military rights of the Bifhoprie of Durham, 
it may not be improper juft to obferve how far thofe 
privileges extended. The learned editor of Cam- 
den's Britannia informs us, that the Bifhop of Dur- 
ham anciently had his Thanes, and afterwards his 
Barons, who held of him by Knights Service, and 
that, on occafions of danger, he called them together 
in the nature of a Parliament, to advife, and aflifl 
him with their perfons, dependents, and money, for 
the public fervice, either at home or abroad. When 
men and money were to be levied, it was done by 
writs ifTued in the Bifhop's name out of the Chancery 
of Durham; and he had power to raife able men 
from fixteen to fixty years of age, and to arm and 
equip them for his fervice. He often headed his 
troops in perfon ; and the officers acted under his 
commiffion, and were accountable to him for their 
duty. He had a difcretionary power of marching 
out againft the Scots, or of making a truce with them. 
No perfon of the Palatinate could build a cattle, or 
fortify his manor-houfe, without the Bifhop's licence. 
And as he had military power by land, fo he had 
like wife by fea. Ships of war were fitted out in the 
ports of the County Palatine by virtue of the Bifhop's 
writs. He had his Admiralty-Courts ; he appointed, 
by his patents, a Vice- Admiral, Regifler, and Mar- 
fhal or Water-bailiff, and had all the privileges, for- 
feitures, and profits, incident to that jurisdiction (5). 
How far thefe privileges of the Bifhoprie have been 
fince abridged, is not material to the prefent ar- 
ticle. 

Z under 


(2) Ibid. p. 75$. 


(3) Id. ibid* 


(4) Ibid. 


(5) Vidt Cam- 

den's Britannia, 
publiftied by Bi- 
fhop Gibfon, 
laft edit. Vol. ii. 
cor. 937. 
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under a marble (tone [FJ, ornamented with brafs plates, which he had ordered to be made 
(U~Oid.g. f6i. in his lifetime (0- He was very avaricious, and at the fame time very expend ve [G] ; 

of a handfome mien, but lame in both his feet (*) ; and (which is the moft extraordinary (k) r<t. uu. 
part of his character) fo illiterate, that he could not read the Bull for his own confecra- p< 70 ' 
tion [//]. 


under a marble ft one.] The 


(6) R. dc Gray- 
flanes, ubi ju- 

t a > P- 761, 
762. 


[F] He lies buried — 
inscription on it is this : 

De Bello Monte jacet hie Ludovicus humatus, 
Nobilis ex fonte regum comitumque creatus. 

[G] He was very avaricious, and at the fame time 
'very expenfive.~] The Durham Hiitorian (6) tells us, 
he was very eager after riches, but not much folicitous 
about the means of acquiring them ; which was occa- 
fioned, he fays, by a large family, and many fupcr- 
fluous expences. His avarice and prodigality were 
fuch, that a certain perfon told him to his face, he 
never faw a man fo diligent in accumulating, and fo 
imprudent in difpoling of wealth. His whole fludy 
was to extort money from the Priory and Convent. 
He obtained a Bull to appropriate to himfelf a fourth 
part of th< 5 revenues of the houfe, fo long as the Scot- 
tish wars Jhould lair. Though the Prior made him 
frequent prefents of horfes, &c. he confidered it as 
nothing, and ufually difmiflcd his requefts with this 
stnfwer : ' You do nothing for me, nor will I do any 

* thing for you : jptay for my death ; for fo long as I 
4 live, your petition will not be granted/ 

*** [This circurhftance, in Bifhop Beaumont's cha- 
racter, that he was very avaricious, and at the fame 
time very expensive, is not an uncommon one, nor is it 
difficult of obfervation., It occurs fo evidently with 
regard to fome pcrions, that it cannot well efcape any 
attentive mind. Hence I have often imagined, that 


there is not that great merit, in point of penetration 
and acutenefs which hath fometimes been afcribed 
to the alient appetens, fui profttfus, of Salluft. The 
• character of Catiline is, indeed, finely drawn, and 
the particular exprefiion is juft, pidurefque, and beau- 
tiful ; but the thought is obvious. Salluft could not 
avoid it, in his delineation of that famous confpira- 
tor ; nor did it efcape the notice of Cicero, who, in 
his admirable defcription of this incendiary, in hi* 
Oration for Caelius, fays, £>uis in rapacitate avarior P 

g>uis in largitione ejfufior P Robert de Grayftanes, 

though neither a Cicero nor a Salluft, could perceive 
the union of covetoufnefs and extravagance in Bifhop 
Beaumont. In certain characters, the connection be- 
tween profufion and avarice is apparent and unavoid- 
able ; for the fame difpofition which leads them to 
expenfive pleafures, will urge them to the moll rapa- 
cious meafures, in order to furniih the means of gra- 
tifying their palhons.] K. 

[H] He was fo illiterate, that he could not read the 
Bull for his own confecration.] Meeting with the word 
Metropolitica, he hefitated a long while, and at laft, 
not being able to read it, he cried out in French, 
Soil pour di£l ; that is, fuppofe it read ; and coming to 
the word anigmate, he was a^ain at a lofs, and faid 
to the ftanders-by, Par Saint Louis , it n*cft pas eur- 
tois qui lege parolle ici ufcrit ; that is, By St. Lewis, it 
was very uncivil in the perfon who wrote this word 
fare (7). B. (7) Id, /*//. 


BEAUMONT 
end FLEX 
CHER, 


^ BEAUMONT (Sir John), fbn of Francis Beaumont, one of the Judges of the 
Common. Pleas in the reign of Queen Elizabeth, and brother of the famous dramatic 
b*e aitmomt^ Poet . Mr * Francis Beaumont (a), was born, in the year 1582, at Grace-dieu, the family- 
feat, in Leicefterfhtre, and was admitted a Gentleman. Commoner of BroadgateVhall in 
Oxford, the beginning of Lent-term 1596. After three years he left the univerfity, and 
entered himfelf in one of the Irjns of Court. But he foon quitted that fituation, and 
retired to the place of his nativity, where he married a wife of the family of Fortefcue \_A\ 
In 1626, the fecond of King Charles I. he had the dignity of a Baronet conferred upon 
him. In his youth, he applied himfelf to the Mufes [B] with good fuccefs, as his poems 

ftili 


/ i ) Among the 
Commendatory 
Verfes, printed 
ivitb Sir John's 
Poems. 

(2) Wood, A- 
tbtn, Oxon. 
VoJ. j. col. 5»i, 


[^] He married a wife of the family of Fortefcue.] 
One of that family, Mr. George Fortefcue, addre/Ted 
the following verfes to Sir John, in which the thought 
turns upon the near relation he bore to him. 

When lines are drawn greater than nature, art 

Commands the object and the eye to part, 

Bids them to keep at diltance, know their place, 

Where to receive, and where to give their grace. 

I am too near thee, Beaumont, to define 

Which of thofe lineaments is moft divine ; 

And to ftand farther off from thee, I chufe 

In filence rather to applaud thy Mufe, 

And lofe my cenfure ; 'tis enough for me 

To joy, my pen was taught to move by thee ( 1 ) . 

[B] He applied himfelf to the Mufes .] He wrote 
The Crown of Thorns, a poem in eight books (2). I 
have not met with this piece, but find it celebrated 
by one Thomas Hawkins, in a copy of verfes prefixed 
to Sir John's poems. The lines are thefe : 

Like to the Bee, thou did'ft thofe flow'rs felecl, 
That moil the tafteful palate might affect 
With pious relifhes of things divine, 
And difcompofed fenfe with peace combine : 
Which in thy Crown of Thorns we may difcern, 
Framed as a model for the beft to learn, 
That verfe may virtue teach, as well as profe, 
And minds with native force to good difpofe, 
Devotion ftir, and quicken cold defires, 
To entertain the warmth of holy fires. 
There may we fee thy foul expatiate, 
And with true fervour fweetly meditate 
Upon our Saviour's fufferings, that, while 
Thou feek'ft his painful torments to beguile 
Wkh well-tuned accents of thy zealous fong, 
Breath'd from a foul transnVd, a paflion ftrong, 


We better knowledge of his woes attain, 
Fall into tears with thee, and then again 
Rife with thy verfe, to celebrate the flood 
Of thofe eternal torrents of his blood. 

There is extant, befides, a Mifcellany of Sir John 
Beaumont's poems, intitled, Bofworth-feld ; with a 
tafte of the variety of other Poems left by Sir John 
Beaumont, Baronet, deceafed : Set forth by his Sonne, 
Sir John Beaumont, Baronet : And dedicated to the 
King's moft Excellent Majefty. London, 1629. The 
Editor addrefTes King Charles I. in this manner : * I 
' have endeavoured without art to fet this jewel, and 
* render it apt for your Majefty's acceptance; to 
4 which boldnefs I am led by a filial duty in per- 
4 forming the will of my father, who, whilfthe lived, 
4 did ever intend to your Majefty thefe Poems: Poems, 
1 in which no obfeene fport can be found (the con- 
4 trary being too frequent a crime among Poets), 
4 while thefe (if not too bold I fpeak) will challenge 
4 your Majefty for their Patron, fince it is moil con- 
4 venient that the pureft of Poems mould be directed 
4 to you, the virtuoufeft and moft untouched of 
4 Princes, the delight of Britain, and the wonder of 
4 Europe; at the altar of whofe judgment bright 
4 erefted iiames, not troubled fumes, dare approach.* 
The Poem called Bofworth-Field is a defcription of 
the famous battle fought there between King Ri- 
chard III and the Earl of Richmond, afterwards 
Henry VII. ; and is efteemed by the beft judges to be 
an excellent performance. The following fimilies are 
very poetical : 

So when the winter to the fpring bequeaths 
The rule of time, and mild Favonius breathes, 
A quire of Swans to that fweet mufic fings, 
The air refounds the motion of their wings, 

3 When 
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ftiJl extant demonftrate. 


Ben Johnfon, Michael Drayton, and others, have celebrated 

Sir 


(3) Bofaortb- 
Jteid 9 &c. p. 12, 


(4) P»6C 13. 


is) ig* 


(6) Page 30, 


When over plains they fly in order'd ra*ks, 
To fport themfelves upon Caifter's banks (3). 

So painful Bees with forward gladnefs ftrive 
To join themfelves in throngs before the hive, 
And with obedience till that hour attend, 
V/hen their commander (hall his watch-word fend; 
Then to the winds their tender fails they yield, 
Deprefs the fiWrs, depopulate the field (4). 

The fingle combat between the Duke of Norfolk and 
the Earl of Oxford is defcribed in the true fpirit of 
heroic Poetry : 

Here valiant Oxford and fierce Norfolk meet, 
And with their fpears each other rudely greet; 
About the air their fhiver'd pieces play, 
Then on their fwords their noble hands they lay ; 
And Norfolk fir ft a blow directly guides 
To Oxford's head, which from 'his helmet Aides 
Upon his arm, and biting thro' the ileel 
Inflicts a wound, which Vere difdains to feel : 
He lifts his fauchion with a threat'ning grace, 
And hews the beaver off" from Howard's face. 
This being done, he with compaffion charm'd 
Retires, afham'd to ftrjke a man difarm'd: 
But ftraight a 'deadly fhaft fent from a bow 
( Whofe matter, tho' far off, the Duke could know) 
Untimely brought this combat to an end, 
And pierc'd the brain pf Richard's conftant friend. 
- When Oxford faw him fink, his noble foul 
Was full of grief, which made him thus condole : 
Farewel, true Knight, to whom no coflly grave 
Can give due honour ; wou'd my tears might fave 
Thofe flreams of blood, deferving to be fpilt 
In better fervice : Had not Richard's guilt 
Such heavy weight upon his fortune laid, 
Thy glorious virtues had his fins outweigh'd (5). 

I fhall only add the four lafl lines, in which the death 
of Richard is very flrongly painted. 

His hand he then with wreaths of grafs infolds, 
And bites the earth, which he fo flrictly holds, 
As if he wou'd have borne it with him hence, 
So loth he was to lofe his right's pretence (6). 

A moderate Poet would have been contented with the 
circum fiance of the King's biting the earth ; but it 
belonged to a fublimer imagination to paint the re- 
luctance with which he quitted his ufurped pofleflion 
even in death. 

Sir John has given us the following tranflations 
from the Latin poets, all extremely well done, <viz. 
Virgil's Fourth Eclogue ; Horace's Sixth Satire of the 
Second Book 3 his Twenty -ninth Ode of the Third Book, 
and his Second Epode ; Juvenal's Tenth Satire, and 
Perfius's Second Satire ; Aufonius's Sixteenth Idyll, and 
Claudian's Epigram of the Old Man of Verona. As 
a fpecimen of our author's genius in this branch of 
Poctjry, I lliall felect Horace's City and Country Moufe, 
which has been tranflated or imitated by our belt 
Poets. 

Long fince a Country Moufe 

Rcceiv'd into his low and homely houfe 
A City Moufe, his friend and gueft before; 
The holt was fharp, and fparing of his flore, 
Yet much to hofpitality inclin'd ; 
For fuch occafions cou'd dilate his mind, 
rle chiches gives for winter laid afide, 
Nor are the long and flender oats deny'd : 
Dry grapes he in his lib'ral mouth doth bear, 
And bits of bacon which half-eaten were ; 
With various meats to pleafethe M ranger's pride, 
Whofe dainty teeth thro' all the difhes ilide. 
The father of the family in Itraw 
Lies ilretch'd along, difdaining not to gnaw 
Bafe corn or darnel, and referves the bell 
To make a perfect banquet for his gueil. 
To him at laft the Citizen thus fpake ; 
My friend, I mufe what pleafure thou can'll take, 
(. r how thou can 'ft endure to fpend thy time 
In fhady groves, and up fleep hills to climb. 
In favage forefls build no more thy den ; 
Go to the City, there to dwell with men. 
Begin this happy journey; truft to me, 
I will thee guide, thou malt my fellow be. 


Since earthly things are tied to mortal lives, 
And ev'ry great and little creature ilrives 
In vain the certain fr.ro ke of death to fly, 
Stay not till moments paft thy joys deny : 
Live in rich plenty and perpetual fport, 
Live ever mindful that thine age is fhort. 
The ravifh'd Field-Moufe holds thefe words fo fweet, 
That from his home he leaps with nimble feet. 
They to the city travel with delight, 
And underneath the walls they creep by night. 
Now darknefs had poflefs'd Heav'n's middle fpace, 
When thefe two friends their weary fteps did place 
Within a wealthy palace, where was fpread 
A fcarlet cov'ring on an iv'ry bed : 
The bafkets, fet far off afide, contain'd 
The meats, which after plenteous meals remain'cL 
The City Moufe with courtly phrafe entreats 
His country friend to reft in purple feats. 
With ready care the mailer of the feaft 
Runs up and down, to fee the flore increased* 
He all the duties of a fervant mows, 
And taites of ev'ry dim that he be flows. 
The poor plain Moufe, exalted thus in flate, 
Glad of the change, his former life doth hate, 
And ilrives in looks and gefhire to declare 
With what contentment he receives this fare. 
But ftrait the fudden creaking of a door 
Shakes both thefe mice from beds into the floor; 
They run about the room half dead with fear ; 
Thro' all the houfe the noife of dogs they hear. 
The ftran ger now counts not the place fo good ; 
He bids farewel, and faith ; The filent wood 
Shall me hereafter from thefe dangers fave, 
Well pleas'd with fimple vetches in my cave (7). 

Whoever will compare this with the original, will find 
it to be a very clofe and ex a ft tranflation. 

The reft of our author's pieces are either on reli- 
gious fubjects, as thofe on the Feftivals, on the Blef 
fed Trinity, &c. or of a moral kind, as the Dialogue 
between the World, a Pilgrim, and Virtue, Of the mi- 
ferable ft ate of Man, Of Sicknefs, Sec. or political, as 
the Panegyric on the Coronation of King Charles, on 
the Prince's Journey and Return , &c. Among thefe 
there is one addreiled to King James I. concerning the 
true form of Englijh Poetry, in which the Rules of Ver- 
ification are fo judicioufly laid down, and fo well 
exprefled, that I perfuade myfelf the reader will not 
be difpleafed with the following extract. 

He makes ftveet mufic, who in ferious lines 
Light dancing tunes and heavy profe declines. 
When verfes like a milky torrent flow, 
They equal temper in the Poet fhow. 
He paints true forms, who with a modeft heart 
Gives luflre to his work, yet covers art. 
Uneven fwelling is no way to fame, 
But folid joining of the perfect frame ; 
So that no curious finger there can find 
The former chinks or nails that faflly bind. 
Yet raoft wou'd have the knots of flitches feen, 
And holes where men may thruft their hands between. 
On halting feet the rugged Poem goes, 
With accents neither fitting verfe nor profe. 
The ftile mine ear with more contentment fills 
Of Lawyers pleadings, or Phyficians bills : 
For tho' in terms of art their fkill they clofe, 
And joy in darkfome words as well as thofe; 
They yet have perfect fenfe, more pure and clear 
Than envious Mufes, which fad garlands wear 
Of dufky clouds, their ftrange conceits to hide 
From human eyes ; and, left they fhould be fpy'd 
By fome fharp OEdipus, the Englifh tongue 
For this their poor ambition fuffers wrong. 
In ev'ry language now in Europe fpoke 
By nations, which the Roman empire broke, 
The relifh of the Mufe confiils in rhyme ; 
One verfe muft meet another like a chime. 
Our Saxon fhort nefs hath peculiar grace, 
And choice of words fit for the ending place, 
Which leave impreffion on the mind as weJJ 
As clofing founds of fome delightful bell. 
Thefe mull not be with difproportion lame, 
Nor fhou'd an eccho flill repeat the fame. 
In many changes thefe may be exprefs'd, 
But thofe that join moft fimply are the -belt : 

Their 
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Sir John's poetical genius [C\ This gentleman died in the winter of 1628, and was 
buried in the church of Grace dieu, leaving behind him three fons v John [D]> who died 
without ifluei Francis [£], afterwards a Jefuit ; and Thomas, who (ucceeded to the 
honour and eftate He had likewife a fon named Gervafe, who died at feven years 

of age [F]. Mr. Jacob has committed a ftrange blunder (0 in placing our Poet under (cJumsPc^ 
the reign of Kins Richard III. 


(S) Page 108, 


(9) On the Bff* 
poured Poems of 
his honoured 
Friend Sir], B. 

Mart* 


(10) To tte har 
Re me mi ranee of 
bis noble Friend 
Sir J.B.Bart. 


fb) This is in- 
fsrred from the 
date of bis death. 

(c ) Works of 
Air. Francis 
Bs mmont and 
Mr. John 
Fletcher, edit* 
171 1, %i'o 9 Vol, 
i. tn Prtf. p. 5. 

(d) Jacob, ubi 
jufra. 

(r) K orks, &C. 
ibid. 


Vol, i. o. 4. 


Their form , furpaffing far the fetter'd leaves, 
Vain care and ncedlefs repetition faves. 
Thefe outward afhes keep thofe inward fires, 
Whofe heat the Greek and Roman works infpires. 
Pure phrafe, fit epithets, a fober care 
Of metaphors, defcriptions clear yet rare ; 
Similitudes contracted, fmooth, and round, 
Not vex'd by learning, but with nature crown M ; 
Strong figures drawn from deep invention's fprings, 
Confuting lefs in words,, and more in things ; 
A language not aftecting ancient times, 
Nor Latin fhreds, by which the pedant climbs ; 
A noble fubje£l, which the mind may lift 
To eafy ufe of that peculiar gift, 
Which Poets in their raptures hold molt dear, 
When actions by the lively found appear. 
Give me fuch helps, I never will defpair, 
But that our heads, which fuck the freezing air, 
As well as hotter brains, may verfe adorn, 
And be their wonder, as we were their fcorn (8). 

[C] Ben John/on, Michael Drayton, and others, have 
celebrated Sir John's poetical genius .] Some of their 
commendatory verfes are prefixed to, and others fol- 
low after, his poems. Ben Johnfon's teftimony is 
highly to our author's advantage. 

This book will live ; it hath a genius : This 

Above his Reader, or his Praifer, is. 
Hence then, prophane : Here needs no words expence 

In bulwarks, rav'Iins, ramparts, for defence i 
Such as the creeping common Pioneers ufe, 

When they do fweat to fortify a mufe. 
Tho' I confefs a Beaumont's book to be 

The bound and frontier of our Poetry, 
And doth deferve all muniments of praife, 

That art, or engine, or the flrength can raife $ 
Yet who dares offer a redoubt a reare, 

To cut a dyke, or flick a ftake up, here, 
Before this work, where envy hath not call 
* A trench againft it, nor a batt'ry plac'd * 
Stay till Ihe make her vain approaches ; then, 

If maimed (he come off, 'tis not of men 
This fort of fo impregnable accefs, 

But higher pow'r, as fpight cou'd not make lefs, 
Nor flatt'ry, but fecured by th' author's name, 

Defies what's crofs to piety or good fame, 
And like a hallow'd Temple, free from taint 

Of Ethnicifm, makes his Mufe a Saint (9). 

Michael Drayton has droDped an obfeure hint at the 
caufe of our author's deatn, which is not eafily to be 
underftood. 

Thy care for that, which was not worth thy breath, 

Brought on too foon thy much lamented death. 

But Heav'n was kind, and would not let thee fee 

The plagues that mud upon this nation be, 

By whom the Mufes have neglected been, 

Which mail add weight and meafure to their fin (10). 


[Z>] —John.] This is the fon, to whom we are 
obliged for the edition of his father's Poems, and who 
waAimfeif no mean Poet, as appears by the follow- 
ing lines. 

Here lives his better part, here mines that flame, 

Which lights the entrance to eternal fame : 

Thefe are his triumphs over death, this fpring 

From Aganippe's fountains he cou'd bring 

Clear from all drofs, thro' pure intentions drain'd ; 

His draughts no fenfual waters ever ftain'd. 

Behold he doth on ev'ry paper ftrovv 

The loyal thoughts he did his Sovereign owe : 

Here re It affections to each neareft friend, 

And pious fighs, which noble thoughts attend (11). 

[£] — Francis.] This fon, likewife, paid the tri- 
bute of verfe to his father's memory ; of which take 
the following ftanzas as a fpecimen. 

For mou'd I ftrive to deck the virtue high, 
Which in thefe Poems, like fair gems appear, 

I might as well add brightnefs to the fky, 

Or with new fplendor make the fun more clear. 

Since ev'ry line is with fuch beauties graced, 
That nothing farther can their praifes found ; 

And that dear name, which in the front is placed, 
Declares what ornaments within are found : 

That name, I fay, in whom the Mufes meet, 
And with fuch heat his noble fpirit raife, 

That Kings admire his verfe, whilft at his feet 
Orpheus his harp, and Phoebus caft his bays (12). 

[F] — Gervafe, mo ho died at /even years of age.] 
This we learn from fome verfes of Sir John's upon the 
death of that fon, whom he laments very patheti- 
cally. 

Can I, who have for others oft compil'd 
The fongs of death, forget my fweeteft child, 
Which like a flow'r crufh'd with a blafl is dead, 
And e're full time hangs down his fmiling head. 
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Let his pure foul, ordain'd feven years to be 
In that frail body, which was part of me, 
Remain my pledge in Heav'n, as fent to fhow 
How to this port at ev'ry ltep I go (13). B. 

* # * [It is plain, from the fpecimens given above, 
that there was great harmony in Sir John Beaumont's 
verification, and that it was much above the general 
caft of the age. He had right notions, likewife, 
with regard to the accuracy of rhimes. It may be 
queried, whether the verification of this country did 
not decline between the time of Spenfer, Shakefpeare, 
Beaumont and Fletcher, and that of Dryden.] K. 
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BEAUMONT and FLETCHER, Two celebrated Dramatic Poets of the 
laft age. Thefe gentlemen were fo clofely united as authors, and are fo jointly concerned 
in the applaufes and cenfures beftowed on their Plays, that it is thought proper to con- 
ned: their Lives under one article. 

Mr. FRANCIS BEAUMONT was defcended from the ancient family of his 
name, feated at Grace-dieu in Leicefterfhire and was born about the year 1585 or 
15.86, in the reign of Queen Elizabeth (£)• His grandfather John Beaumont was Mailer 
ot the Rolls (r), and his father Francis Beaumont one of the Judges of the Common- 
Pleas (d). His mother was Anne, daughter of George Pierrepoint, of Hoi rhe- Pierre- 
point in Nottinghamfhire (e). Our Poet had his education at Cambridge (f) ; but in what 
college, we are not told. He was afterwards admitted aftudent in the Inner-Temple (g) : 
but it does not appear, that he made any proficiency in the knowledge of the Laws : 
on the contrary, it is probable, that his devotion to the Mufes was too great, to fuffer 
his thoughts to be employed on fo dry and fevere a fcience. He died before thirty years 
of age, in March 1615, and was buried, the ninth of the fame month, in the entrance of 
St. Benedid's chapel, within St. Peter's Weftminfter {b). I meet with no infeription upon 
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his tomb, but I find two epitaphs on tnm ; one written by his elder brother Sir John Beau- 
mont, and the other by the witty Bifhop Corbet [A\ Our Poet left behind him one 
daughter, Mrs. Frances Beaumont, who died in Leicefterfhire fince the year 1700. She 
had been pofTefifcd of feveral Poems of her father's writing; but they were loft atfea in 
her voyage from Ireland, where fhe had lived fome time in the Duke of Ormond's fa- 
mily (i). Behdes the Plays, in which he was jointly concerned with Mr. Fletcher, he 
wrote a littlr dramatic piece, intitled, A Mafqiie of Grdfs-lnn Gentlemen and the Inner 
Temple, a Poetical Epiftle to Ben Jonfon [5], Verfes to his Friend Majier John Fletcher upon 
his Faithful Shepherdefs [C], and other Poems, printed together in 165 3, in ottavo \k). 
Mr. Beaumont was efteemed fo accurate a judge of Plays, that Ben Jonfon, while he 
lived, fubmitted all his writings to his cenfure, and 'tis thought ufed his judgment in 
corre&ing, if not contriving, all his plots (/). What value he had for our Poet, appears 
by the verfes he addreffed to him [£>]. 

Mr. JOHN FLETCHER was fon of Dr. Richard Fletcher Bifhop of Lon- 
don [£], and was born in Northamptonfhire in the year 1576 (w). He was educated at 

Cambridge 
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[J] Two epitaphs on him; one written by — 

Sir John Beaumont, the other by - Bijhop Corbet, ] 

Sir John's' is as follows : 

An epitaph on my deare brother 
Francis Beaumont. 

On death thy murderer this revenge I take : 
I flight his terror, and juft queftion make, 
Which of us two the belt precedence have, 
Mine to this wretched world, thine to the grave. 
Thou fhou'd'ft have followed me, but death, ,to blame, 
Milcounted years, and meafured age by fame. 
So dearly halt thou boaght thy precious lines ; 
Their praife grew fvviftly, fo thy life declines. 
Thy Mufe, the hearer's Queen, the reader's love, 
All ears, all hearts (but death's) could pleafe and 
move (1). 

Bifhop Corbet's is this : 

On Mr. Francis Beaumont. 
(Then newly dead.) 

He that hath fuch acutenefs, and fuch wit, 

As wou'd afk ten good heads to hufband it ; 

He that can write fo well, that no man dare 

Refufe it for the belt, let him beware : 

Beaumont is dead, by whofe fole death appears, 
Wit's a difeafe con fames men in few years (2). 


(3) Poems, by 
Ft, Beaumont, 
Lond. 1653, 
8v». The pages 
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A poetical epijlle to Ben Jonfon .] 


We learn from the title of the epiftle, that it was writ- 
ten to that Poet from the country, before the author 
and Mr. Fletcher came to London. In this piece 
Beaumont exprefles the higheft efteem and friendship 
for Jonfon, efpecially in the following lines : 

Banifht unto this home, fate once again 

Bring me to thee, who canftmake fmooth and plaine 

The way of knowledge for me, and then I, 

Who have no good but in thy company, 

Proteft it will my grateful comfort be 

T' acknowledge' all I have to flow from thee. 

The epiftle is fubferibed, The Maid in the Mill, and 
feems to have been fent to Ben with two unfinilhed co- 
medies, written by Beaumont and Fletcher (3). 

[C] Verfes to his friend, Mafter John Fletcher, 
upon his Faithful Shepherdefs.] That Paftoral, which 
was written by Fletcher alone (4), having met with 
but an indifferent reception upon the ft age, Beaumont 
addrefTed a copy of verfes to him (5 ) upon that occa- 
fion, in which he ingenioufly reprefents the hazard of 
writing for the ft age, and finely fatirizes the audience's 
want of judgment, as follows : 

Why fhou'd the man, whofe wit ne'er had a ftain, 
Upon the public ftage prefent his vein, 
And make a thoufand men in judgment fit, 
To call in queftion his undoubted wit, 
Scarce two of which can underftand the laws 
Which they fhould judge by, nor the parties caufe ? 
Among the rout there is not one that hath 
In his own cenfure an explicit faith. 
One company, knowing they judgment lack, 
Ground their belief on the next man in black ; 
Others on him that makes figns, and is mute ; 
Some like as he does in the faireft fute ; 
He as his miftrefs doth, and fhe by chance: 
Nor want there thofe, who, as the boy doth dance 
Vol. LL 
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Between the acts, will cenfure the whole play ; 
Some, if the wax-lights be not new that day : 
But multitudes there are, whofe judgment goes 
Headlong, according to the a&oi s cloaths. 

Then having approved Fletcher's defign of publifhing 
his play, in order to convince the world how excellent 
a performance they had difliked upon the ftage, he 
concludes with this fevere reflection ; 

Befides, one Vantage more in this \ fee ; 
Your cens'rers now mufthave the quality 
Of reading, which, I am afraid, is more 
Than half your fhrewdeft judges had before. 

[D] Ben Jonfon's verfes addreffed to Beaumont.] 

How I do love thee, Beaumont, and thy Mufe, 
That unto me do'ft fuch religion ufe ! 
How do I fear myfelf that am not worth 
The leaft indulgent thought thy pen drops forth ! 
At once thou mak'ft me happy, and unmak'ft; 
And giving largely to me, more thou tak'ft. 
What fate is mine, that fo itfelf bereaves ? 
What art is thine, that fo thy friend deceives ? 
When, even there where moft thou praife ft me, 
For writing better I muft envy thee (6)* 

[E] He was fan of Dr. Richard Fletcher, Bijhop of 
London.] That Prelate was born in Kent, and edu- 
cated at Bennet-college in Cambridge (7), of which 
he was fome time Fellow (8). He was made Dean 
of Peterborough in 1583, and was prefent in 1586, 
with Mary, Queen of Scots, when me was beheaded 
at Fotheringay in Northamptonfhire (9). He was 
promoted by Queen Elizabeth to the bifhopric of 
Briftol, and confederated December 14, 15S9; after 
that See had been vacant (excepting only whilft it 
was adminiftered by two fucceftive Bifhops of Glou- 
cefter) thirty-two years (10). In 1593, he was tranf- 
lated to Worcefter (11), and from thence to London, 
the year following (12). This worthy Prelate drew 
up feveral regulations for the better government of 
his diocefe, and reformation of his fpiritual courts. 
They are intitled, Orders, which the Right Reverend 
Richard, Lord Bijhop of London, dejires to be affented 
unto, and carefully obferved by every ecclejiaftical officer 9 
exercifing ecclefiaftical jurifdiclion under him, within the 
diocefe of London, Dat. March the Sth, 1 595. They 
are tranferibed by Mr. Collier (13). How far they 
were executed, is uncertain ; for they run in a form 
of recommendation, rather than of command. Who 
was Bifhop Fletcher's firft wife, we are not told ; but 
Anthony Wood informs us (14), that he took to him 
a fecond wife (a very handfome widow) called the 
Lady Baker, fitter to George Gifford, the Penfioner ; 
at which match, Queen Elizabeth, who highly dif- 
approved the marriage of the Clergy, was much dif- 
pleafed. The lofs of her Majefty's favour, it feems, 
occafioned the Bilhop's death ; for Camden tells us 
(15), that, ' Endeavouring to fmother the cares of an 

* unlucky match in the fmoke of tobacco, which he 

* took to excefs, and falling under the Queen's dif- 
' pleafure (who thought it enough for Bilhops to be 
' fathers of the Church), between the experiment and 

* the misfortune, loft his life/ He died at his palace 
in London, the 15th of June 1596, and was buried 
in the cathedral church of St. Paul's (16). He had a 
brother named Giles Fletcher, born likewife in Kent, 
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Cambridge (»), probably in Ben net-college, to which his father was by his lad will and 
teftament a benefadtor (0). He wrote Plays jointly with Mr. Beaumont ; and we are told, 
he aflifted Ben Jonfon in writing a Comedy called The Widow (p). After Beaumont's 
death, ic is faid, he confulted Mr. James Shirley in the plotting feveral of his Plays [F\. 
Which thefe were, it is extremely difficult, if not impoffible, for us to determine. His 
Faithful Shepherdefs, which, it is certain, he wrote without the afliftance of his colleague, 
is greatly commended by the Poets [G], though its reception on the ft age fell fhort of 
its merit. Mr. Fletcher died of the plague, in the forty-ninth year of his age, the firft of 
King Charles L an. 1625, and was buried the 29th of Auguft in St. Mary-Overy's 
church in Southwark (q). We have a Latin infeription under his pidure by the inge- 
nious Sir John Berkenhead [//J. 

Beaumont and Fletcher (as has been obferved) wrote Plays in concert: but what fhare 
each bore in forming the plots, writing the fcenes, &c. is not known. The general 
opinion feems to be, that Beaumont's judgment was chiefly employed in correfting and 
retrenching the fuperfluities of Fletcher's wit [/]. But if what is reported of them by 
Mr. Winftanley be true, the former had his fhare likewifc in the execution of the Drama. 
For that author relates, that our Poets being once at a tavern together, in order to form 
the rude draught of a Tragedy, Fletcher undertook to kill the King \ which words being 
overheard by an officious waiter, had like to have brought on them a troublelbme affair, 
had it not been prefenrly difcovered, that the plot was only againft a dramatical King (r). 
The firft Play that brought them into efteem was Philajier, or Love lies a- bleeding : for 
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educated at Eaton fchool, and elected fcholar of 
King's college in Cambridge in 1565 (17); where he 
took the degree of Doctor of Laws, and diftinguifhed 
himfelf as a learned man and an excellent Poet. Af- 
terwards he was lent Commiffioner into Scotland, 
Germany, and the Netherlands ; and Embaflador to 
Ruflia. At length he was made Secretary to the city 
of London, and Mailer of the Requefts. He wrote 
The Hijlory of Rujfia, &c. or, Of the Ruffian Common- 
wealth. Lend, 1591, Svo. which book was quickly 
fuppreiTed, left it mould give offence to a Prince in 
amity with England. Afterwards it was reprinted in 
i2mo, An. 1643. Dr. Giles Fletcher died in the 
pariih of St. Katherine, Coleman-ftreef, in London, 
in the month of February 1610, leaving behind him 
a fon of both his names, who took the degree of Ba- 
chelor in Divinity at Trinity college in Cambridge, 
and died at Alderton in Suffolk, in 1623, * equally 
* beloved of the Mufes and the Graces.' He left alfo 
another fon named Phineas Fletcher, of King's col- 
lege in the fame univerfity, where he was accounted 
an excellent Poet. He was afterwards beneficed at 
Hilgay in Norfolk, and wrote feveral books ; among 
which one is intituled, A Father's Teftament written 
for the benefit of his particular Relations. Lond. 1670, 
8vo. at which time the author had been dead feveral 
years (18). . 

[F] He confulted Mr. James Shirley in the plotting 
feveral of his plays."] The editor of Beaumont and 
Fletcher's Works in 17 1 1, thinks it very probable, 
that Shir!ey did like wife fupply many that were left 
imperfect, and that the Players gave fome remains, 
or imperfect plays, of Fletcher's to Shirley to make 
up : And it is from hence (he tells us) that in the firft 
act of Love's Pilgrimage, there is a fecne of an Oftler, 
tranferibed %/erbatim out of Ben Jonfon's New Inn, 
Act 3. Sc. 1. which play was written long after 
Fletcher died, and tranfplanted into Love's Pilgri- 
mage, after the printing the New Inn, which was in 
the year 1630. And two of the plays, printed under 
the name of Fletcher, viz. The Coronation and the 
Little Thief, have been claimed by Shirley to be his. 
It is probable, they were left imperfect by one, and 
finilhed by the other (19). 

[GJ His Faithful Shepherdefs — — is greatly 
commended by the Poets.] I have already given the 
reader fome verfes addrefled by Beaumont to Fletcher, 
on occafion of the ill fuccefs of this play (20). Honelt 
Ben is very angry with the audience for their ill-treat- 
ment of it, and exprefles himfelf with great acrimony 
upon this fubject, in the follwing lines : 

The wife and many-headed bench, that fits 
Upon the life and death of Plays and Wits, 
(Compofed of G&mefter, Captain, Knight, Knight's 
Man, 

Lady, or Pufill, that wears mafk or fan, 

Velvet or Taffata cap, rank'd in the dark 

With the {hop's Foreman, or fome fuch brave fpark, 

That may judge for his fix-pence) had, before 

They law it half, damn'd the whole play, and more : 


(p) Wood, iblJj 
col. 609, 


Their motives were, flnce it had not to do 

With vices, which they look'd for, and came to. 

I, that am glad thy innocence was thy guilt, 

And wifh that all the Mufes blood were fpilt 

Jn fuch a martyrdom, to vex their eyes, 

Do crown thy murder d poem, which mail rife 

A glorified work to time, when fire, 

Or moths, fhall eat what all fuch fools admire (21). 

Mr. Cartwright had thefe verfes of Ben Jonfon in 
view in the following lines, taken out ef a copy of 
verfes written by him Upon the report of the printing of 
the Dramatical Poems of Mafter John Fletcher, &c. 

. His Shepherdefs, a piece 

Even and fmooth, fpun from a finer fleece ; 
Where foftnefs reigns, where paffions pafllons greet, 
Gentle and high, as floods of balfam meet : 
Where, drefs'd in white expreflions, fit bright loves, 
Drawn, like their faireft Queen, by milky doves ; 
A piece, which Jonfon in a rapture bid 
Come up a glorified work, and fo it did (22). 

Sir John Berkenhead feems likewife to refer to Ben's 
teftimony, when he fets fo extravagant a value upon 
this performance : 

Thou always beft : if ought feem'd to decline, 
'Twas the unjudging rout's miftake, not thine. 
Thus thy fair Shepherdefs, which the bold heap 
(Falfe to themfelves, and thee) did prize fo cheap, 
Was found (when underftood) fit to be crown' d; 
At worft 'twas worth two hundred thoufand pound (23). 

There feems to be fome allufion couched in the laft 
line, at which I can give no guefs. 

[H] An infeription under Mr. Fletcher's picture, by 
Sir John Berkenhead.] It is this (24) : 

Felicis aevi, ac Prcefulis natus, comes 
Beaumontio ; fic quippe Parnaflus biceps, 
Fletcherus unam in pyramids f ureas agens : 
Struxit chorum plus fimplicem Vates duplex, 
Plus duplicem folus ; nec ullum tranftulit, 
Nec transferendus : Dramatum aeterni fales, 
Anglo theatro, orbi, fibi, fuperftites. 
Fletchere, facies abfque vultu pingitur; 
Quantus ! vel umbram circuit nemo tuam. 

[/] Beaumont's judgment was employed in correcting 
and retrenching the fuperfluities of Fletcher s wit.] Hence 
Mr, Cartwnght, extolling Fletcher's genius (2c), and 
obferving J 

That 'twas his happy fault to do too much ; 
adds, 

Who therefore wifely did fubmit each birth 
To knowing Beaumont, ere it did come forth, 
Working again until he faid 'twas fit, 
And made him the foLriety of his wit. 

There are numberlefs parages among the commetJa- 
tory verfes to the famcpurpofe. 
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before that, they had written two or three very unfuccefsfully ; as the like is reported of 
Ben jonfon, before he wrote Every Man in his Humour (s). Thefe authors had, with 
the advantage of Shakcfpeare's wit, which was their precedent, great natural gifts im- 
proved by ftudy« Their plots were generally more regular than Shakefpeare's, efpecially 
thole made after Beaumont's death * and they underftood and imitated the conversation 
of gerjtlfrpen much better, whofe wild debaucheries, and ^quicknefs of wit in repartees, 
r;o Pdet before them ever painted as they did. Humour, it is true, which Ren Jonfon 
derived from particular characters, they made it not their bufinefs to defcribe: but, in 
recompence of this defeft, they delineated all the paflions in a very lively manner, efpe- 
cially that of Love. Their faults confift chiefly in a certain luxuriance, or feldom know- 
ing when to have done, and this notvvithftanding the fuppofed rigour of Mr, Beaumont's 
cavitations *, in frequent folecifms of fpeech, and great incorredtnefs in general ; which 
latfc, indeed, is common to our authors v/ith Ben Jonfon, and the immortal Shakefpeare 
himfelf. However, envy cannot deny, that their wit is great, and their expreflions often 
noble \ and that the abfurdities they committed are rather the fault of the age, than theirs. 
Mr. Dryden tells us (7), that Beaumont and Fletcher's Plays, in his time, were the mod' 
pleafing and frequent entertainments of the ftage, two of theirs being adted through the 
year for one of Shakefpeare's or Jonfon's ^ and the reafon he affigns is, becaufe there is 
a certain gaiety in their Comedies, and a Pathos in their moft ferious Plays, which fuits 
generally with all men's humours: befides, Shakefpeare's language is a little obfolete, and 
Ben Jonlbn's wit comes fhort of theirs. But however it might be when Mr. Dryden 
wrote, the cafe is fince altered : for though feveral of Beaumont and Fletcher's Plays ftill 
take their turn upon the Englifh ftage, and with good fuccefs, yet (u) Shakefpeare hath 
of late gained the alcendant, more than two of his Plays being aded through the year for 
one of theirs. 

This noble pair of authors have received applaufe from the pens of our moft celebrated 
Poets [K] \ and fome of their Plays have had the honour to be feleded, and altered for 

the 
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[K] Have received applaufe from the pens of our moft . 
celebrated Poets. 1 I fhall begin with Sir Afton Coc- . 
kaine, who has thefe lines : 

While Fletcher lived, w*ho equal to him writ 

Such lading monuments of natural wit ? 

Others might draw their lines with fweat, like thofe 

That, with much pains, a garrifon inclofe ; 

Whilft his fweet fluent vein did gently run, 

As uncontrourd and fmoothly as the fun (26). 

Sir George Lifle, a kinfman of Beaurtiont's, cele- 
brates both our Poets, addrefiing himfelf firft to Beau- 
mont : 

I'll not pronounce how ftrong and clean thou writ'ft, 
Nor by what new hard rules thou took'ft thy flights ; 
Nor how much Greek and Latin fome refine, 
Before they can make up fix words of thine ; 
But this I'll fay, thou ftrik'ft our fenfe fo deep, 
At once thou mak'fl us bluih, rejoice and weep* 
Great father Jonfon bow'd himfelf, when he 
(Thou writ'ft fo nobly) vow'd he en<vy*d thee\*)* 

A few lines after he fays : 

Behold ! here's Fletcher too ! the world ne'er knew 

Two potent wits co-operate 'till you ; 

For Rill your fancies are fo wov'n and knit, 

'Twas Francis Fletcher and John Beaumont writ (27)* 

Sir John Denham's teftimcny is very advantageous to 
the memory of Fletcher 9 whom he thus addrefles ; 

need not raife 
Trophies to thee from other men's difpraife j 
Nor is thy fame on leflcr ruins built, 
Nor needs thy jufter title the foul guilt 
Of Eaftern Kings, who, to fecure their reign, 
Muft have their brothers, fons, and kindred flain* 
Then was wit's empire at the fatal height, 
When labouring and finking with its weight, 
From thence a thoufand lefier Poets fprung, 
Like petty princes from the fall of Rome. 
When Jcnion, Shakefpear, and thyfelf did fit, 

And fway'd in the Triumvirate of wit 

Ye: what from Jonfon's oil and fweat did flow, 
Or what more eafy nature did bellow 
OnShakefpear's gentler Mufe, in thee full grown 
Their graces both appear ; yet fo, that none 
Can fay, here nature ends, and art begins; ^ 
Eut mix like th' elements, and bom like twins, 
So interweaved, fo like, fo much the fame, 
None this mere nature, that mere art can name. 
'Twas this the ancients meant; nature and {kill 
Axe the two tops of their ParnaiTus hill (28). 

1 


Nor is Fletcher lefs obliged to Mr. Waller's excellent 
pen : 

Fletcher, to thee we do not only ewe 

All thefe good plays, but thofe of others too : 

Thy wit repeated does fupport the ftage, 

Credits the laft, and entertains this age : 

No worthies form'd by any Mufe but thine 

Could purchafe robes to make themfelves fo fine* 

What brave commander is not proud to fee 

Thy brave Melantius in his gallantry? 

Our greate ft Ladies love to fee their fcorn 

Outdone by thine, in what themfelves have worn* 

Th' impatient widow ere the year be done 

Sees thy Afpajia weeping in her gown. 

I never yet the tragic drain aflay'd, 

Deterr'd by that inimitable Maid: 

And when I venture at the comic ftyle, 

The Scornful Lady feems to mock my toil. 

Thus has thy Mufe at once improv'd and marr'd 

Our fport in plays, by rendring them too hard. 

So when a fort of lufty fhepherds throw 

The bar by turns, and none the reft outgo 

So far, but that, the beft are meafuring cafts, 

Their emulation and their paftime lafts : 

But if fome brawny yeoman of the guard 

Step in, and tofs the axel- tree a yard 

Or more beyond the fartheft mark, the reft 

Defpairing Hand, their fport is at the beft (29)* 

Sir John Berkenhead prefers Fletcher to Shakefpeare : 

Brave Shakefpear flow 'd, yet had his ebbings too, 
Often above himfelf, fometimes below; 
Thou always beft (*)* 

Again ; 

Shakefpear was early up, and went fo dreft 
As for thofe dawning hours he knew was beft; 
But when the fun fhone forth, you t<wo thought fit 
Towearjuft robes, and leave ofFtrunk-hofewit (30). 

Mr. Cartwright gives the fame preference to Fletcher 
compared with Shakefpear ; for which reafon I here 
once more cite him. 

Shakefpear to thee was dull, whofe beft jeft lies 
I' th' Ladies queftions, and the Fool's replies ; 
Old-fafhion'd wit, which walk'd from town to town 
In turn'd hofe, which our fathers call'd the Clown ; 
Whofe wit our nice times would obfeenenefs call, 
And which made bawdry pafs for comical. 
Nature was all his art ; thy vein was free 
As his, but without his fcurrility (31)* 

Whoever 


(29) 


(*) See the Vwei 
immediately fol- 
lowing theje in 
the remark [C], 


{30) Ibid, 


( 3 iJCartwright't 
Poems, Sec, p* 


92 BEAUMONT and FLETCHER* 

the ftage, by our bed writers [L]. But they have not efcaped the cenfures of the Critics, 
efpecially Mr. Rymer the Hiftoriographer, who has laboured to expofe the faults, with- 
out taking any notice of the beauties, of Rollo Duke of Normandy , the King and no Kingi 
and the Maid's Tragedy [M]. Mr. Rymer fent one of his books as a prefcne to Mr. Dry- 

deri, 
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Whoever is converfant in the writings of* Shakefpeare 
and Fletcher, need not be told, that it is extremely 
unjuft to complement the latter at the expence of the 
former ; and that, in truth, after all the fine things 
faid of the two Poets in queftion, and making the 
moft of Shrakefpeare's faults, the preference lies greatly 
on his fide ; whofe fublimer beauties of lentiment and 
poetry Beaumont and Fletcher could never reach. 

[Z. j Some of their plays have been altered for the ftage 
by our beft writers. J Particularly The Maid's Tragedy, 
The Chances, and Valentinian ; by Mr. Waller, the 
Duke of Buckingham, and the Earl of Rochefter. 
The Maid } s Tragedy was very frequently acted, after 
the Reiloration, and with great applaufe. But the 
conclufion of the play, in which the King is killed, 
making it, upon fbme particular occafion, thought 
improper to be farther reprefented, it was by private 
order from the court filenced. This put Mr. Waller 
upon altering the cataftrophe, or laft a 61, as it is now 
printed in the edition of his poems, in 8vo, in 171 1, 
and in all the fubfequent editions. Upon which al- 
teration the author of the Preface to the fecond part of 
Mr. Waller's poems makes the following remark : 

* 'Tis not to be doubted, who fat for the two bro- 

* thers characters. 'Twas agreeable to the fweetnefs 

* of Mr. Waller's temper, to foften the rigour of the 

* tragedy, as he exprefTes it ; but whether it be agree - 

* able to the nature of tragedy itfelf, to make 
c every thing come off eafily, I leave to the Critics.' 
The Duke of Buckingham, fo celebrated for writing 
the Rehearfal, made the two laft acts of the Chances 
a 1 molt new. His Grace, we are told (32), afterwards 
bellowed fome time in altering another play of our 
authors, called Philafter, or Love lies a bleeding. He 
made very confiderable alterations in it, and took it 
with him, intending to finifh it in the laft journey he 
made to Yorkfhire in the year 1686. It is not known 
what is become of the play : but the Preface-writer 
here cited tells us, he is very well informed it was, 
fince the Revolution, in the hands of Mr. Nevil Payn, 
who was imprifoned at Edinburgh in the year 1689. 
The alterations in Valentinian, by the Earl of Ro- 
chefter, amount to about a third part of the whole ; 
but his Lordfhip died before he had done all he in- 
tended to it. The play was acted in 1684, and the 
fame year publifhed by Mr. Robert Wo 1 fly, with a 
preface, giving fome ^count of my Lord and his 
writings. It is finee printed at the end of his Lord- 
fhip's poems in oclavo. Befides thefe three, Mr. Tate 
altered the Jjland Princefs, and Mr. Dryden revived 
the Prophet efs, with alterations and additions, after 
the manner of an Opera. 

[M] Mr. Rymer has cenfured the faults of Rollo 
Duke of Normandy, the King and no King, and The 
Maid's Tragedy.] This he has done in a piece, in- 
titled The Tragedies of the laft Age conftdered and exa- 
mined, by the praftice of the Ancients, and by the com- 
mon fenfe of all ages : In a letter to Fleetwood Shep- 
herd, Efq; (33). I mall here prefent the reader with 
the fubftance of this gentleman's criticifms on the 
three plays juft mentioned. 

To begin with Rollo Duke of Normandy : His fir ft 
objection lies againft the fable or plot, as containing 
nothing either to move pity or terror, either to de- 
light or inftrucl. € It is indeed, fays he, a hiflory, 

* and it may well be a hiftory ; for never man of 
i common fenfe could fet himfelf to invent any thing 

* fo grofs. Poetry requires the ben trovato, fome- 

* thing handfomely invented, and leaves the truth to hit 

* tory ; but never were the Mufes prophaned with a 

* more foul, unpleafant, and unwholfome truth, than 

* this which makes the argument of Rollo (34).* 
Next to the ftory, our Critic quarrels with the moral, 
which he makes to-be this; He that fheds the blood of 
man, by man fhall his blood be Jhed* 4 But, if this be 
1 all, fays he, where's the wonder ? Have we not 

* every day pied in the ftreets inftances of God's 

* revenge againft murder more extraordinary, and more 

* poetical, than all this comes to ? If this be poetry, 

* Tyburn is a better and more ingenious fchool of 

* virtue than the Theatre (35).' In the third place. 


he objects to the conducl of the fable*, he thinks it very 
odd * to fee the nrft four fcenes pafs, as if nothing 
4 extraordinary were toward, without any prepara- 
4 tion, and immediately, without more ado, the two 

* brothers, two Kings, are a righting. The And- 
4 ents would have made the earth tremble, and the 

* fun ftart out of the firmament, at a fight fo unna- 
4 tural. Yet we make no more of them, but turn 
1 them out, like two cocks of the game, for the di- 

* verfion of the rabble (36).' He is extremely fhocked 
to fee Rollo * fighting with his own brother and 

* King, equal to himfelf, and attempting to poifon 
4 him, without any remorfe ; killing him in their 
4 mother's arms, without any provocation ; calling 

* the Queen their mother Beldam, and with drawn 

* fword threatening to kill both her and his filler, 
4 without any fenfe of honour or piety ;' and he 
afks, Muft vje not imagine a legion of Devils in his 
belly (37), which brings him to confider the charac- 
ters of this play. And here, to fay no more of Rol- 
lo J s character, he obferves, that * neither is Otto (his 

* brother) a much more taking gentleman ; nothing 

* appears in his cue to move pity, or any way to make 

* the audience of his party (38).' As for Gifbert and 
Bald-win, Chancellor and Tutor, * they are devota 

* capita ; only come on the ftage, to make Rollo the 

* greater finner by their murther (39).' Aubrey, who 
is to fucceed to the Crown, 4 is a good man, but the 

* dulleft good man that ever poet advanced to a 

* throne by fuch extraordinary means : fomething 

* mining and extravagant ought to have appeared in 

* his character, and every ftep of his mould have 
4 been attended with awe and majefty ; whereas he 

* appears a humble endeavourer, fpeaks honeftly to 

* no purpofe, and is braved and abufed by rafcals 

* (40).' The characters of Sophia and Matilda, he 
thinks, are by no means fupported (41) ; and as to 
Edith and the old Dutchefs, 1 when in all reafon one 

* might expect that fo violent grief and pafTions would 

* choak them, they run chattering as if the concern 

* were no more than a gofjipping ; theirs are not of the 

* old cut, Cur& leves loquuntur, ingentes ftupent (42).' 
He concludes his reflections on this play with giving 
it as his opinion, that < the fuccefs of it is chiefly 

* due to the fcenes for laughter, the merry jigg under 

* the gallows, and where the tragedy tumbles into 

* the kitchen among the fcoundrels that never faw 

* bufkin in their lives before. There the Pantler and 
' Cook give it that relifh, which renders it the molt 

* followed entertainment of the town (43).' 

The next tragedy cenfured by Mr. Rymer is the 
King and no King. As to the fable or plot of this play, 
he owns, there * appears in it fome proportion, fhape, 
s and (at the nrft fight) an outfide fair enough (44).' 
But, upon examination, it is quite otherwife : It is 
full of improbabilities, and thofe of the worft fort, bc- 
caufe they contribute nothing to the wonder. 1 What 
4 more improbable, he afks, than that the mother, 
« whofe bufinefs it was to contrive the death of the 
1 impoftor, mould never caution or inform her only 
4 daughter, who had the right to the Crown, that 
4 Arbaces was none of her brother, but her vafTal ; 

* and fo obftruct her love for him ? Nor is it likely 
' that Gobrias fhould not have referved fome means 
1 to let his fon know the fecret, that his fon's con- 
4 duct, and addrefles to gain the Princefs, might 

* have been fafhioned accordingly (45).' In the next 
place, 4 The characlers are all improbable and unpro- 
4 per in the higheft degree ; befides that both thefc, 
4 their actions, and all the lines of the play run fo 
< wide from the plot, that fcarce ought could be 
/ imagined more, contrary. We blunder along with- 
4 out the Icaft ftrcak of light, till in the laft aft we 

* ftumble on the plot, lying all in a lump together; 
4 neither any tolerable direction to guide us thither; 
' nor ought ingenious, juft, or reafonable, that car- 

* nes us from thence (46).' Mr. Rymer comes next 
to particular characters. He afks, 4 What find we in 
4 the fon of Gobrias (Arbaces), that he muft have the 
1 Princefs, and the kingdom, for her portion, but 
4 that the knave his father will have it fo (47) ? He 

2 4 no 
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den, who, in the blank leaves before the beginning, and after the end of the book, made 
feveral remarks, as if he defigned ^i anfwer to that gentleman [N], 

Several 


Vi 
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* no fooner comes on the ftage, but he lays aboiit 
' him with his tongue at fo naufeous a rate, Captain 

(48) Page 61. * Befus is all modefty to him (48).' Then he be- 

haves with fuch infulting cruelty to his prifoner the 
King of Armenia, that our Critic can afford him no 

(49) Page 6*. better appellation than monftcr of a King (49). The 

indecent language this Prince ufes to the Queen-mo- 
ther, whom he calls witch and whore, and to his 
father Gobrias, whom he loads with curfes ; the in- 
ceftuous love he makes to his fuppofed filler Panthea ; 
his drawing his fword at the Queen-mother, and other 
outrages, are the fum of our Hero's virtues (50) . Be- 
fides, his drolling and quibbling with BefTus and his 
buffoons, and their breaking their little jefts upon 
him, is, in Mr. Rymer's opinion, a great indecorum 
(51). Nor is he better pleafed with the character of 
Panthea, of whom he fays, * One might fwear fhe 

* had a knock in the cradle ; fo foft is fhe at all points, 
c and fo filly. No Lin fey- wol fey Shepherdefs but 

* mull have more foul in her, and more fenfe of de- 

* cency, not to fay honour (52).' With refpect to 
the Queen-mother \ we might expect to find her a wo- 
man of great courage and refolution, after we had 
been told, that fhe was for removing the Ufurper by 
poifon, and bringing things into the right channel 
again : on the contrary, 1 we find her the verieft Pa- 

* tient-Griffel that ever had lain by a Monarch's fide. 
1 She comes but thrice on the ftage ; the firft 
c time fhe is rebuked by Gobrias with the fame lan- 

* guage that the vicar of Newgate might difpenfe to 

* Tome finner forlorn ; then ihe is on her mary -bones 

* to the impoftor without reluctancy. Laftly, when 

* provoked with a drawn fword, and words more cut- 
c ting, the proudeft rant fhe could be raifed to, was, 

(S3) Page 70* * Fire confume me, if ever lavas a whore (53).' Laftly, 
Mr. Rymer finds great fault with the conduct of the 
inceftuous love between Arbaees and Panthea, which 

(jf.) Page 75. he calls a canker in the heart of this tragedy (54). 

We come laitly to the Maid's T ragedy, of which he 
gives this general character, that 6 nothing in hiftory 
1 was ever fo unnatural, nothing in nature was ever fo 

* improbable, as we find the whole conduct of this 

* tragedy; fo far are we from any thing accurate and 

(55) pa 5 e xo 7» * philofophical, as poetry requires (55).' Let us hear 

what he fays of the King. c Our Poet gives to the 

* great comical booby Callianax, the honour of a 
(•) j nax ; ri * long name with a King (*) at the end of it, yet 
Creek, figuifies * lets the King himfelf go without. But fince he 
a King. ' muft be namelefs, we may treat him with the 

* greater freedom ; and to tell my mind, certainly 

* God never made a King with fo little wit, nor the 

* Devil with fo little grace, as is this King Anonymus 

(56) Page 107. * (56).' As for Evadne's part, he afks, ' Did Hell 

* ever give reception to fuch a monfter, or Cerberus 

(57) Page in. * ever wag his tail at an impudence fo facred (57) ?' 

Mr. Rymer inftances in her fpeech to Amintor on the 
wed ding- night, which begins with A maidenhead, 
Amintor, at my years ! He fays farther, with refpect 
to this character; € Had Evadne been the injured bo- 

* dy's filler, and had married Amintor out of re- 

* venge, or had there been any foundation from cir- 

* cumftances for this fort of carriage, the character 

* then might have been contrived plaufible enough : 

* but both the King's behaviour and her's, uncir- 

* cumftanced as we have 'em, are every way fo harfh 

* and againft nature, that every thing faid by them 
€ ftrikes like a dagger to the foul of any reasonable 

* audience (58).' Mr. Rymer declares it as his opi- 
nion, that fuch immodeft characters, as that of E- 
vadne, * ought not to ftalk in tragedy on high fhoes, 

* but fhould pack down with the carriers into the pro- 

* vince of comedy, there to be kicked about and ex- 

* pofed to laughter (59)/ In the next place, our 
Critic is very fevere upon the abfurdity and injuftice 
of the King's murder, whom, though a monfter, i the 

* Poet (he fays) cuts off, ere ripe for punifhment, and 
( by fuch unproper means, that to remove one guilty 
4 perfon he makes an hundred, and commits the deadly 

(60) ibid. * fins to punifh a venial (60). ' If the King muft be 

killed, he thinks Amintor, as having received the 
high eft provocations, the propereft inftrument of his 
punifhment ; for Melantius had no reafon to be an- 
gry with any but his filter Evadne, nor had fhe any 
pretence to employ her hands againft any life but her 
Vol. IL 


(61) Page ufe. 


(58) Page 112. 


(59) Pa S c "4* 


(62) Page jz?* 
124. 


Own (61). As for the other characters, he obfjrves, 
that 1 Callianax is an old humorous Lord, neither 
1 wife nor valiant, as himfelf confeffes, and yet is 

* intrufted with the ftrength and keys of the king- 
' dom ; whereas, in comely, he wouli fcarce pafs 
1 for a good yeoman of the cellar. His daughter 
1 Afpafia, that gives name to this tragedy, makes 
1 alio a very fimple figure. Never did Aminias or 

* Pajtor-Fido know any thing fo tender; nor were 

* the Arcadian hills ever watered with the tears of a 

* creature fo innocent. Pmry lamb! how mourn- 

* fully it bleats ! it needs no articulate voice to move 

* our companion ; it fecks no fhades but under difmal 
c yew, and brouzes only on willow-garlands ; yet it 

1 can fpeak for a kifs or fo. —This Afpafia was a 

' Lord's daughter, and bred at court, yet is in the 

* prefence and bed-chamber of the Lady that fup- 

* plants her, and amongft her bride-maids, where 
f flie acts her part, and fawns upon the perjured man 
' that forfakes her. And now cannot I be perfuaded, 

* that there is ought of nature or probability in all 

* this. Much lefs would I think this a woman to 
' handle a fword, and kick Amintor, as we fee her 
' do foon after. Nor can I conceive wherein confifts 
■ that blcjfing, as fhe calls it, which me propofed to 
' herfelf in being killed by his hands. This may be 

* romance, but not nature (62),' But of all the cha- 
racters, that of Amintor, he thinks, is the molt un- 
reasonable. 4 No reafon (he fays) appears why he 

* was contracted to Afpafia, and lefs why he foj fook 
1 her for Evadne, and lealt of all for his difiembling 

* and bearing fo patiently the greateft provocations 

' that could poflibly be given (63).' Mr. Rymer (63) Page 123, 
finds great fault with the famous fcene between Me- 
lantius and Amintor in the third act. Amintor hav- 
ing difcovered to Melantius the whoredom of his filler 
Evadne, Melantius draws his fword, and is for fight- 
ing Amintor, who upbraids him with extorting the 
fecret from him, and then raging at it. Yet Melan- 
tius per Ms, till Amintor is provoked to draw his 
fword, and then Melantius puts up. c Harlequin and 

* Scaramouttio (he tells us) might do thefe things : 
e Tragedy fuffers 'em not ; here is no place for cow- 

* ards nor bullies (64). Yet far more faulty is what 

* follows ; The countertnm has no fhadow of fenfe or 
f fobriety. Melantius has fwaggered away his fury, 

* and now Amintor is all agog to be fighting ; for 

* what? to get his fecret back again (65).' Mr. 
Rymer concludes thus : 1 We may remember (how- 

* ever we find this fcene of Melantius and Amintor 

* written in the book) that at the theatre we have a 

* good fcene acted ; there is work cut out, and both 

* our jEfopus and Rofcius are upon the ftage together. 

* Whatever defect may be in Amintor and Melantius, 

* Mr. Hart and Mr. Mohan are wanting in nothing. 

* To thefe we owe for what is pleafing in the fcene, 
« and to this fcene we may impute the fuccefs of the 
1 Maid's Tragedy (66). ' 

[N ] Mr. Dry den made feveral remarks, as if 

he defigned an anfivep to Mr. Rymer. ~\ Thefe remarks, 
we are told (67), may be feen, under Mr. Dryden's 
own hand, at the publisher's of the edition in 1711, 
who has printed them in the preface to that edition. 
I fhall extract from them only what is immediately op- 
pofed to the objections in the lafl note. } Tis evi- 
dent, fays Mr. Dryden, thofe plays, which he (Mr. 
Rymer) arraigns, have moved both thofe pajjions (ter- 
ror and pity) in a high degree upon the ftage. To give 
the glory of this away from the Poet, and to place it upon 
the aclors, fecms unjuft. One reafon is, becaufe what- 
ever aclors they have found, the event has been always 
the fame, the pajjions have been always moved ; which 

Jkews, that there is fomewhat of force and merit in the 
plays themf elves, conducing to the deftgn of raiftng thofe 
two pajfions. And fuppofe them ever to have been ex- 
cellently acled, yet at! ion only adds grace, vigour, and 
more life upon the ftage, but cannot give it wholly 
where it was not before. But, fecondly, I dare appeal 
to thofe, who have never feen them a£ted, if they have 
not found thofe two pajfions moved within them ; and if 
the general voice will carry it, Mr. Rymer's prejudice 
will take off his fingle teflanony. This being matter of 

facl is reaj'onably to be eftablijhed by this appeal; as if 
one man fay 'tis night, when the reft of the world con- 
B b dude 
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Several of Beaumont and Fletcher's Plays were printed in quarto during the lives of the 
authors y and in the year 1645, twenty years after Fletcher's death, there was publiftied 

in 


(68)Langbaine*s 
account of the 
Englifli Drama- 
tic Poets, p. 205* 


elude it to be day, there needs no further argument 

againjhhim that it is fo. Shakefpear and Fletcher 

have written to the genius of the age and nation in 
which they lived ; for though nature, as he objects, is 
the fame in all places, and reafon too the fame ; yet the 
climate, the age, the difpofetions of the people, to whom 
a Poet writes, may be fo different, that what pkafed 

the Greeks would not fathfy an Englijh audience. 

The faults, which he has found tn the defigns, are ra- 
ther wittily aggravated in many places, than reafonably 
urged ; and as much may be returned on the Greeks by 
one who were as witty as himfelf Secondly, They de- 
Jlroy not, if they are granted, the foundation of the 
fabric, only take away from the beauty of the fynr- 


matter is particularly confidered by the ingenious au- 
thor of the article Beaumont in the General Diction- 
ary ; who, after reciting thofe verfes of Mr. Cart- 
wright, and Sir Alton Cokayne, which afcribe the 
whole merit of invention to Fletcher, and leave 
fcarcely any thing to Beaumont but the exercife of 
his correcting pen, produces . a number of paffages 
from other poets, which reprefent them as alike emi- 
nent in dramatic writing. Dr. Jafper Mayne hath 
celebrated Beaumont as highly as Fletcher. Sir 
John Berkenhead fets both our poets upon a level ; 
and fuppoies that they equally contributed their in- 
vention as well as judgment ;. that each had the fame 
noble genius for comedy and tragedy ; and, like dif- 


metry. For example-, the faults in the character of ferent inllrumcnts in a concert of mufic, confpired to 


(Co) Genera! 


make one delightful harmony. Dr. Jafper" Mayne 
praifes Beaumoat fingly for his talent in comedy* 
And he is applauded equally and in conjunction with 
Fletcher, by Sir John Pettus, Sir George Lille, Sir 
Roger L'Ellrange, and Mr. Webb (69). The teffci- 
mony of the laft, to Mr. Beaumont's abilities as a 
writer, is of peculiar importance, as he appears to Vol. iii. pl'u^ 
have lived nearer the time than Mr. Gartwright. T1Z > 1J 3» 
This telHmony, Mr. Seward obferves, is a proper 
antidote againft Mr. Cartwright's traditional opi- 
nion (70). Thus, whilft it is univerfaily agreed that (70) Dramatic 
Beaumont was pofleiTed of great judgment, fome b;:- Works of Beau- 
fo much in the death of the offender, as the raifeng an lieve that he was no lefs happy in- *fancy and inven- ™°™aa<{Fletcb- 
borror of his crimes. That the criminal Jhould neither tion. This, however, cannot now be fully afcer- trod uftory Part 
be wholly guilty, nor wholly innocent, but fo partici- tained, as we do not know how far each of "our two p. cix. edit. * 

celebrated poets contributed to the contrivance of the *778. 
feveral dramatic pieces to which both their names are 
prefixed (71). The only way, though an imperfect (7*) General 
one, of forming any tolerable conception of the mat- Dictionary, uii 
ter, is by examining fuch diflinct productions of Beau- f v * ra * 
mont's as have been prelerved ; the moll confiderable 
of which, at leaft to the prefent purpofe, is his little 
Mafque of the Inner Temple and Gray's Inn, which 
was undoubtedly written by him alone. Accordingly, 
this method is taken by the fenfible Biographer before 
referred to, who, afcer giving a large account of the 
Mafque now mentioned, jullly concludes, that it 
appears from it that Beaumont had fome invention 
(72). We may add, that the poetical part of it is 
very pleafing, and the verification harmonious. The 
fame author,, with the likeview of enquiring into Beau- 
mont's genius, hath confidered another poem of his, 
entitled the Hermaphrodite. This poem, which is 
not a tranflation, but the Salmacis and Hermaphro- 
? * # * [It is to be regretted that fuch a fmall number ditus of Ovid much enlarged, together with the ad- 
of particulars can be collected with regard to the lives dition of feveral incidents not in the original, parti- 
of Beaumont and Fletcher. The utmoll diligence cularly of two new epifodes, was written by our 

author in the 16th or 17th year of his age, and 
fhews, that, like a true fon of Apollo, he was in- 
fpired early.. With regard to hia ver£e„ there is 
generally a natural paufe at the end of his lines ; and 
many of them, though printed more than 176 years 
ago, have quite a modern call. The foftnefs with 
which he has drawn the images of love in this poem, 
feems to fpeak him of an amorous complexion, and 
to have been as fufceptible of that delicate pafTion as 
his colleague Fletcher, who is fo greatly applauded 
for his love fcenes, by one of the poets of the laft 
a g e (73)- Upon the whole, the few diilinct pieces f . 9 y tij 
remaining of Beaumont's fufficiently mew that he was n$* 
by no means deftitute of poetic imagination ; and an 
additional proof of this may be brought from the fol- 
lowing verfes, which, we think, could not have been 
produced by any perfon who had not felt in himfelf 
the ardour of true genius. They are at the begin- 
ning of his lines to Fletcher, upon the Faithful She- 
pherdefs. 


the King and no King are not, as he makes them, fuch 
as render him detejlable ; but only imperfections which 
accompany human nature, and for the mojl part are ex- 
eufed by the 'violence of his hue ; fo that they defray 
not our pity or concernment for him. This anfiver may 
be applied to ??ioft of his objections of that kind And 
Rollo committing many murders, when he is anfwerable 
but for one, is too Jeverely arraigned by him ; for it 
adds to our horror and dctejlation of the criminal ; and 
poetic juflice is not negleded neither, for qjue fab him 
in our minds for every offence he commits ; and the 
point which the Poet is to gain upon the audience, is not 


fating of both, as to move both pity and terror, is cer- 
tainly a good rule, but not perpetually to be obj'erved, 
for that were to make all tragedies, too much alike; 
which objection he fore/aw, but has not fully anfwered. 
I mall finiih this extract with Mr. Dryden's opinion of 
Mr. Rymer's book. ■ My judgment (fays he) of this 

* piece is, that it is extremely learned, but that the 

* author of it is better read in the Greek than in the 
4 Englijh Poets ; that all writers ought to fludy this 
' Critique, as the belt account I have ever feen of the 

* Ancients ; that the model of tragedy he has here 

* given is excellent, and extremely correct ; but that 

* it is not the only model of all tragedy, becaufe it is 

* too much circumfcribed in the plot, characters, &c. 
c And laftly, that we may be taught here juftly to ad- 
c mire and imitate the Ancients, without giving them 

* the preference, with this author, in prejudice to our 

* own country.' 


(72) But 
p. 113, 114, 


hath been able to di (cover no more of their perfonal 
hiftory than what is written above ; and it is remark- 
able that Langbaine, in his account of the Englilh 
Dramatic Poets, mould fay of Mr. Beaumont, that 
his parentage, birth, country, education, and death, 
were wholly unknown to him (68). This was an in- 
excufable ignorance : for if Mr. Langbaine had ex- 
amined with care Beaumont's Mifcellaneous Poems, 
and attended to other incidental circumftances, he 
could not have been fo totally deficient in his know- 
lege of the life of this eminent author. 

But though fo little intelligence can be obtained 
with relation to the lives of our two Poets, much hath 
been advanced concerning their genius and writings. 
The character of Fletcher in thefe refpects is more 
eafily determined, as we are better acquainted with 
his works, and are certain that many of the plays 
publilhcd under their joint names were his fole com- 
pofition. From thence we alTuredly know, that, 
amidfl his other excellencies, he had a great exube- 
rance of imagination. It is lefs eafy to judge how 
far Beaumont was poflefTed of this quality. The 
general opinion is that which is mentioned in the 
text, that his J judgment was commonly employed 

* in correcting and retrenching the fu per flui ties of 

* Fletcher's wit/ This opinion, be/ides the tefti- 
mony of fome contemporary writers, hath been hand- 
ed down by fo univerfal a tradition, that there can 
be little doubt of its having been founded in truth. 
Neverthelefs, it may poflibly have been admitted to 
a degree which hath tended to derogate from the juft 


I kno^w too well, that, no more than the Man 

c tr L aveh throu S h the burning Defarts can, 
« When he is beaten with the raging Sun, 
* Half-fmothered with the dull, have power to run 



Mind 


1X71. XT "v*** "Will Ulrtl L'cugm, 

WhenNature and his full thoughts bid himwrite(74). , 

The author of the Companion to the Playhoufe 
thinks it probable, from the different circumftances 
praifes that are due to Mr. Beaumont's genius. This recorded of our two poets, that the forming, of the 
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in folio a collection of fuch of their Plays, as had not before been printed, amounting to 
between thirty and forty. At the beginning of this volume are inferted a great many 

• commendatory 
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plots, and contriving the conduct of the fable; the 
writing of the more ferious and pathetic parts, and 
lopping the redundant beauties of Fletcher's wit, 
whofe luxuriance frequently flood in need of caftiga- 
tion, might be, in general, Beaumont's portion in 
their joint productions ; while Fletcher, whofe con- 
vcrfation with the Beau-Monde (which, indeed, 
both of them, from their births and ftations in life, 
had ever been accuftomed to), added to the volatile 
and lively turn he poffefled, rendered him perfectly 
mailer of dialogue and polite language, might exe- 
cute the defigns framed by the other, and raife the 
fuperftrufture of thofe fpirited fcenes of which Beau- 
mont had only laid the foundation (75). 

There is another point of no fmall difficulty to be 
determined, and that is, what the particular plays 
are, in which Beaumont and Fletcher arc jointly con- 
cerned. This matter, likewife, hath been greatly 
laboured in the article of the General Dictionary, 
before mentioned. But we need not tranfcribe any 
thing of what has been there ad vn need upon the fub- 
ject ; as all the information which can poflibly be 
had, will be obtained from the advertifements to 
each play, in the edition of 1778. Thefe we mall, 
therefore, lay before our readers ; and it will appear 
from thence in which of the works ufually afcribed 
to them, Beaumont is aflerted, or fuppofed, to have 
united with Fletcher. It will be evident, at the 
fame time, that Fletcher was by far the moll copious 
writer ; and that, as might be expected from the 
number of years which he lived after the death of his 
friend, many of the dramas publifhed under their 
joint names were his fole production. The following 
accounts will, alfo, give fatisfactory intelligence con- 
cerning the alterations which have iincc been made in 
any of their pieces. 

Mai<Ps Tragedy. 
4 The firft edition of this Tragedy was printed in 

* 1619. The commendatory verfes by Howard, 
€ Stanley, Herrick, and Waller, fpeak of Fletcher 

* as the fole author of it ; thofe by Earle, afcribe it 

* to Beaumont ; but it is generally believed to be 

* their joint production. It always met with great 

* applaufe till the reign of Charles II. who forbad its 

* repreientation. Mr. Waller then wrote a new fifth 

* act, rendering the cataftrophe fortunate, which is 

* printed in a volume of that Gentleman's poems; 

* and with which Langbaine, and all the dramatic 

* historiographers fince, afTert it was again brought 

* on the ftage, and received as much applaufe as 
« ever. But this revival is much doubted, becaufe 

* Mr. Fenton, in his notes on Waller fays, he had 
4 been aflured by his friend Southerne, that, in the 

* latter end of Charles II. 's reign he had feen this 
4 play acted at the Theatre Royal, as it was origi- 
4 nally written by Fletcher ; but never with Waller's 

* alterations/ 

Philafter ; or, Love lies a-bleeding* 
4 The commendatory verfes by Lovelace, Stanley, 

* and Herrick, fpeak of Fletcher as the fole author 

* of this play; thofe by Earle, of Beaumont. It is 

* fuppofed, however, to have been written conj utte- 
rs tively. The firft edition, we find, was printed in 

* 1628. This was one of the plays performed at the 
4 Old Theatre in Lincoln's-Inn-Fields, when the 

* women acted alone ; a prologue for it was then 
.* written by Mr. Dryden. In the reign of Charles 

* II. fome alterations were made in this play, by 
4 George Villiers, Duke of Buckingham, when it 

* was entitled, " The Reftoration, or Right will take 
46 place." But fome writers fay, it was never brought 

* on the ftage. , In 1695, Mr. Settle wrote a new 

* fourth and fifth act to it, with which it was then 

* performed. In 1766, Philafter was a third time 

* altered, by George Colman, Efq; when that ex- 

* ceilent performer, Mr. William Powell, made his 

* firft appearance, in the character of Philafter.' 

A King and no King. 
4 The commendatory veries by Howard and Her- 
f rick afcribe this play to Fletcher ; but Earle, to 

* Beaumont. The firft edition bears date 1619. 

* NotwKlutcinaing its prodigious merit, it has not 


r been performed for many years paft; nor do we 

* find that it ever received any alterations. The fud- 

* den burfts, and quick tranfitions of paflion, in the 
1 character of Arbaces, are, however, fuppofed to 
c have given rife to a burlefque drama, or parody (by 
4 Tate) fometimes reprefented* under the title of 
" Duke and no Duke." 

The Scornful Lady. 
* The commendatory verfes by Waller and Stanley 

* fpeak of Fletcher as the author of this Comedy ; in 

* the titles of the old Copies we find the names of 

* both our authors, and it is fuppofed to have been 

* their joint production. We do not find that it was 
4 ever altered ; nor has it been performed in the 
' courfe of many years paft ; though, in the lifetime 
< of Mrs. Oldfield, who acted the Lady, it ufed to 

* be frequently reprefented.' 
Mr. Addifon told Mr. Theobald that he fketched 

out his character of Vellum, in his Drummer, from 
the model of Savil, in this play (*). 

The Cttjlom of the Country. 
4 The commendatory verfes by Gardiner and Love- 

* lace fpeak fmgly of Fletcher, as author of this play ; 

* other writers fpeak of Beaumont as fharer in it. It 
f was firft printed in 1647, when ten of the principal 
4 performers collected into a folio volume thirty-five 

* dramatic pieces of our poets, which had never be- 
c fore been publifhed. Col ley Cibber has founded 

* his comedy of Love makes a M-m, or the Fop's 

* Fortune, on this play, and the elder brother of our 
4 author's.' 

The Elder Brother. 
4 The commendatory veries by Hills fppak of 
t Fletcher as fole author of this Comedy ; and fome 
4 of the old quartos have his name only in the title* 
' while others have Beaumont alfo. The piologue 
e and the epilogue afcribe it totally to Fletcher. The 

* firft copy we have feen was printed in 1637 ; which 
4 we apprehend Mr. Theobald was not pofTefled of, 
4 as he fpeaks of an edition of 1640, as the oldeft. 
4 We have heard of one bearing date 1629, but have 

* not feen it, nor that of 16^.0 ; and that which is 

* dated in 165 1, is faid in the title to be " the fecond 
" edition." Colley Cibber, as has been mention 1 In 
4 our account of the Cullom of the Country, has in- 

* troduced parts of this play into his Comedy of Love 
1 makes a Man, or the Fop's Fortune.' Congreve, 
in his Love for Love, has borrowed fome hints from 
this play (f). 

The Spanijh Curate. 
4 The commendatory verfes by Gardiner and 

* Lovelace attribute this Comedy wholly to Fletcher; 
4 but we fee no more reafon for afligning this play to 

* him exclufively, than any other publifhed in the 

* joint names of him and Beaumont. The folio of 

* 1647 contains the firft printed copy. The Spanifh 
' Curate was revived at Drury-Iane Theatre in 1749 j 
' but it has not been performed for many years paft. 
' Dryden (in his Spanifli Fryar) and Congreve (in his 
4 Old Batchelor) are greatly indebted to the Comedy 
4 now before us ; and it feems very evident, that it 

* afforded fome material hints towards framino- a mu- 

* fical entertainment, of a modern date, called the 

* Padlock.' 

Wit without Money. 
' This Comedy is univerfally allowed to be the 
1 joint production of our authors. The firft edition 
4 was printed in 1639. It was the firft play that was 

* acted after burning the King's houfe in Drury-lane ; 
1 a new prologue being then written for the occafion, 

* by Mr. Dryden. About the year 1708, it was 

* acted at the Queen's Theatre in the Hay-market, 

* with alterations, and, as the title-page modeftly 
4 a Herts, amendments, by fome perfons of quality. 

* It hath been fince frequently reprefented at Covent- 

* garden Theatre.' 

Beggar's Bujh. 
c The commendatory verfes by Gardiner and Hills 

* attribute this play wholly to Fletcher. It was firft 
printed in 1647. Until within a few years paft, 
the Comedy now before us ufed to be frequently 
reprefented at Covent-garden Theatre. In the 

• year 
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commendatory verfes, written by the moft eminent wits of that age. this collection wai 
publittied by Mr. Shirley, after the (hutting up of the Theatres, and dedicated to the 


* year 1768, Mr. Hull made fome alterations in it, 

* and, with the addition of feveral fongs, brought it 

* on the ftage as an opera, under the title of the Royal 
c Merchant.' 

The Humorous Lieutenant. 
' The commendatory verfes by Gardiner, Hills, 

* and Lovelace, afcribe this play wholly to Flet- 
' cher ; but as thefe panegyrifts generally attribute 
€ to him only the pieces they mention, as if unaffifted 

* in any of them by Beaumont, we muft not much 
1 rely on their teftimony. The Humorous Lieute- 
1 nan t was firft printed in the folio collection of 1647 ; 

* and ufed, until a few years part, to be fometimes 

* acted at the Theatre in Covcnt-garden.' 

The Faithful Shepherdefs. 
c This paftoral is indubitably the fole production 
' of Fletcher. It was condemned by the audience on 
' the firft night of performance, and laid afide 
< till Charles I. had it acted before his Court; on 

■ which occafion Sir William Davenant wrote a dia- 

■ Icgue-prologue. The title of the third edition 
« runs, " The Faithful Shepherdefs. Acted at Somer- 
c< fet-houfe before the King and Queene on Twelfe 
" Night lad, 1633; and divers times fince, with 
tc great applaufe, at the private Houfe in Black Fri- 
" ers, by his Majefty's Servants." This is the laft 
' account we have of its performance ; and, indeed, 
« though the Faithful Shepherdefs is excelled by very 
' few pieces in the clofet, we cannot think it well 
{ calculated for the theatre. The firft edition bears 
« date the fame year in which it was firft acted.' 

' The Faithful Shepherdefs, fays Mr. Seward, is, 

* of all. the poems in our language, one of the 

* greateft honours and the greateft fcandals of our na- 
c tion. It mews to what a height in every fpecies of 

* poetry the Britifh genius has foared ; it proyes how 

* dull the vulgar eye is to purfue its flight. How 
''muft each Briton of tafte rejoice to find all the paf- 
€ toral beauties of Italy and Arcadia tranfplanted by 

* Fletcher, and flourishing in our own climate ! How 

* muft he grieve to think that they were at firft 

* blafted, and fi nee fufFered to wither in oblivion by 

* his Gothic countrymen ! The Faithful Shepherdefs 

* was damned at its firft appearance ; and not even a 

* potent Monarch's patronage in the next age, nor a 

* much greater Monarch's in poetry than King 

* Charles the Firft in power, Milton's great admira- 
c tion and clofe imitation of it in Comus, could re- 
€ commend it to the public. The noble copy, till 

* within thefe few years, was as little known as its 

* original ; but fince ft is now become the fafhion to 

* admire the former, fome deference will furely be 

* paid to Milton's judgment. I mail therefore, in 

* my notes on this play, not confine myfelf to mere 

* verbal emendations, but endeavour to demonftrate 
f Fletcher's beauties from parallel paflages out of 
' Milton and other authentic poets, by which, I 

* believe, it will appear, that Milton borrowed more 
1 from Fletcher, than Fletcher from all the ancient 
1 daffies.' 

The Mad Lover* 

* The commendatory verfes by Gardiner, Hills, 
1 and Lovelace, afcribe this play wholly to Fletcher; 

* other writers to him and Beaumont conjunctively. 
' The firft publication of the Mad Lover was in the 
1 folio of 1647. We do not know of any alterations 
1 having been made in it, nor has it been acted for 
■ many years paft.' 

The Loyal SubjeSl. 

* The commendatory verfes by Hills and Gardiner 
1 give to Fletcher the fole honour of this play. The 
c prologue alfo (written foon after his demife, and 
' confequently long after Beaumont's) fpeaks of him 

fingly. It was firft printed in the folio of 1647. In 
the year 1706, a Tragedy entitled The F'aithful 
General, written by a young Lady, was acted at 
the Queen's Thtatre in the Hay-market ; but the 
writer in her preface declares, though her firft in- 
tention had been to revive this play, yet that, in the 
progrefs of it, fhe made fo many alterations, that 
a very fmall part of it belonged to our author. We 
have alfo heard of an alteration by Mr. Sheridan, 


i fen. but this we imagine was never printed ; and it 
« was probably a&ed, if at all, only in Ireland/ 

Rule a Wife and Ha<ve a Wife. 
< The commendatory verfes by Hills afcribe this 

< Comedy folely to Fletcher. In the title of the firft 
c copy, Fletcher's name is mentioned without Beau- 

■ mont's ; and the prologue fpeaks fingly of the poet. 
1 The firft edition was printed in 1640. Many years 

* ago, fome judicious alterations in the cataftrophe of 

< this Comedy were made by David Garrick, Efq. 

The Laws of Candy. 

* This play is fuppofed to have been the joint pro- 

* duction of our poets ; and is one of the few which 
€ are not totally afcribed to Fletcher by the panegy- 

* rifts. Its firft publication was in the folio of 1647. 

< It has lain long dormant ; and, we believe, never 
1 received any alterations.' 

The Falfe One. 
€ Gardiner, the faft friend of Fletcher, in his com- 

* mendatory verfes, afcribes this excellent Tragedy 
1 to him alone. The prologue and epilogue, which 
1 feem to have been written for the firft reprefenta- 

■ tion, and are much more to be depended on, fpeak 
1 of <£ thofe who penn'd this." The Falfe One was 

* firft printed in the folio collection of 1647. We do 
1 not know that this Tragedy ever received any alter- 

* ations, or that it has been performed in the courfe 

* of many years paft. 9 

Mr. Seward has taken great pains to point out the 
beauties of this play, and to Ihew wherein the authors 
approach to Shakefpeare, excel Corneille, and im- 
prove upon Lucan. 

The Little French Lawyer. 
' Gardiner, Lovelace, and Hills, in their com- 

* mendatory verfes, afcribe this Comedy to Flet- 

* cher ; but more credible witnefles, the prologue 

* and epilogue, mention it as a joint production. Its 

* firft publication was in the folio of 1647. The 

* greateft applaufe was always be flowed on this play, 

* and it ufed to be frequently performed, till modern 

* refinement banifhed it from the theatres. In 1749 
' fome of the fcenes were felected for a farce, and 

* acted under the title of this Comedy.' 

The Tragedy of Valentinian. 

* The commendatory verfes by Lovelace and Stan- 
f ley fpeak of Fletcher fingly as author of this Tra- 
c gedy. Its firft publication was in the folio of 1647. 
1 About the year 1685, the Earl of Rochefter made 

* fome confiderable alterations in Valentinian, with 
' which it was performed.* 

Monjieur Thomas. 
1 The quarto, 1639 (the firft edition of this excel- 
f lent Comedy), mentions Fletcher's name only in 

* the title. Monfieur Thomas has not been per- 
% formed in its original ft ate for many, many years ; 
e but an alteration of it by Tom Durfey appeared in 
€ the year 1678, under the title of Trick for Trick, 

* or the Debauch'd Hypocrite.* 

The Chances. 
€ This play was originally printed in the folio edi- 
c tion of 1647, and the commendatory verfes by Gar- 

* diner, as well as the prologue, afcribe it to Fletcher 

* alone. The celebrated George Villiers, Duke of 
' Buckingham, made fome confiderable alterations 

* to it, and in that ftate it ufed to be frequently 

* acted ; but the licentioufnefs of that Nobleman's 
1 pen rendering the play improper for reprefentation 

* at this refined period, farther alterations became 
f neceftary ; and thofe have been made, with much 
f judgment, by the great ornament of the Englifh 
' theatre, Mr. Garrick.' 

The Tragedy of Rollo Duke of Normandy. 

* The commendatory verfes by Gardiner and Hills 
f afcribe this play wholly to Fletcher, and his name 
( alone appears in the title of the firft copy we meet 
f with, which was printed at Oxford, in 1640, under 
< the name we have adopted ; inftead of which the 

* editor of the fecond folio calls it, 1 The Bloody 
' Brother, or Rollo, a Tragedy,;' which variation 

* the fubfequent editors have followed. We do not 

know 
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Earl of Pembroke by ten of the moft famous A&ors. In 1679, there was an edition 
publilhed of all their Plays in folio », containing thole formerly printed in quarto^ and thofe 

in 
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cated by Mr. 
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here given of 
Beaumont and 
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1 know of any alterations having been made in this 
1 Tragedy ; and it has been neglected at the theatres 
s for very many years paft.* 

The Wild-Goofe Chace. 

* The commendatory verfes by rfills afcribe this 
r Comedy wholly to Fletcher. In 1647 (the play- 
' houfe copy having been lent out of the houfe, and 
1 loft) the Wild-Goofe Chace could not be inferted 
c among our authors' other plays : It was, however, 

* afterwards recovered, and publifhed in 1652, by 

* Lovvin and Taylor, two players. Farquhar's In- 
' conftant is built on this play ; the mad fcene of 
( Oriana, and others, are almoft tranferibed $ al- 
4 though both the author in his preface, and Mr. 

* Rowe in the epilogue, afTert that only the hint was 
c taken from this piece of our author.' 

A Wife for a Month. 

* The commendatory verfes by Gardiner afcribe 
' this play wholly to Fletcher ; and the prologue 
i fpeaks of the author in the fingular number. It 
' was firft printed in the folio of 1647. We do not 
1 know that it ever received any alterations ; nor has 

* it been performed in the courfe of many years pail. 
■ And indeed^ notwithftanding the noble flights of 

* poetry with which this Tragi-Comedy abounds, the 

* fubject is of fuch a nature as mull: neceflarily pre- 
' elude its reprefentation on the modern theatre.' 

The Lover* s Progrefs. 
e This play is by Gardiner, in the commendatory 

* verfes, afcribed to Fletcher alone. It appears to 
' have been one of thofe pieces which were left un- 

* linilhed by him, and completed by another writer. 
4 From the difference in the language, and meafure 
4 of the fifth aft from the other parts of this perform- 

* ance, we imagine that Fletcher had no concern in 

* the conclufion of it. As Shirley is faid to have 

* fometimes aflifted our author, poflibly his unfinifhed 
c pieces fell into, that writer's hands, and therefore 

* we may impute the alterations to him. The Lo- 

* ver's Progrefs was firft printed in the folio of 1647 ; 

* and has not been acted for many years paftV It mould 
feem, from a paffage in Cockayne's poems, that Maf- 
finger was employed in completing Fletcher's unfi- 
niihed pieces *. 

The Pilgrim. 

* The commendatory verfes by Gardiner afcribe 
c this play to Fletcher alone. In the year 1700, Sir 

* John Vanbrugh altered it, at the defire of Mr. 

* Dryden, for whofe benefit it was then reprefented 

* at the Theatre-royal in Drury-lane. Mr. Dryden 
€ added to it a prologue, epilogue, dialogue and 
c mafque, which were the laft productions of his 

* Mule. The play, with Vanburgh's alterations, 

* hath been performed at Covent-garden theatre 

* within a very few years paft. It was acted at 

* Drury-lane theatre alfo, while under Mr. Garrick's 

* management. The Pilgrim was originally printed 

* in the folio of 1647.' 

The Captain. 
' The commendatory verfes by Hills and Gardiner 

* afcribe this play to Fletcher alone ; thofe by Maine, 

* to him and Beaumont. The prologue fpeaks of 

* but one author. This Comedy was firft printed in 
« the folio of 1647. We do not know of any altera- 
« tions of it, or that it has been acted for many years/ 

The Prophetefs* 

* The commendatory verfes by Gardiner and Hills 
i afcribe this play folely to Fletcher. It was firft 
fc printed in the folio of 1647. Mr. Seward, on the 

* authority of Langbaine, fays, it was revived by 

* Dryden : But in this particular, we apprehend, 

* they are both miftaken ; as Downes the prompter, 

* in his Rofcius Anglicanus> pofitively afligns the re- 

* vival of it to Betterton. The piece, thus altered, 

* after the manner of an opera, was reprefented at 

* the Queen's theatre, and printed in quarto, 1690. 

* Purcell ccmpofed the mufic, and Prieft the dances. 
' It appears to have been revived at a confiderable 

* expence, and has within a few years been performed 
■ at Covent-garden theatre.* 

The Queen of Corinth. 
' The commendatory verfes by Hills aflign this 
Vol. IL 


e play wholly to Fletcher. It was firft printed in the 

' folio of 1647. We do not know of any alteration 

* that has been made to it, nor has it been acted 
i thefe many years.' 

The Tragedy of Bonduca. 
( This Tragedy was firft printed in the folio edition 

* of 1647. In the year 1696, a friend of George 
' Powell the player, but whofe name is now un- 

* known, made many alterations in it, and parti- 

* cularly in the two firft acts. It was then acted at 

* the Theatre-royal, and printed in quarto in the 
' fame year. Since that time, two other plays 011 

* the fame fubject have been brought on the ftage ; 

* one by Charles Hopkins, at the Theatre-royal in 

* Lincoln's Inn Fields, in the fucceeding year 1697 ; 

* and the other by Richard Glover, Efq; at Drury-lane 

* theatre, in the year 1753, under the title ofBo- 

* adicca.' 

The Tragedy of Bonduca hath been altered by 
George Colman, Efq; and brought upon the ftage, 
in the prefent year, 1778, at the Theatre-royal in 
the Hay-market. Mr. Colman hath effected his pur- 
pofe, chiefly by the fimple means of omif/ion and 
tranfpojition> and has difplayed, in his alterations, 
uncommon addrefs, and a deep knowledge of the 
drama. The few new paffages are fo entirely in the 
fpirit of the original, that they cannot be diftin- 
guifhed from it, without having recourfe to the old 
play. 

The Knight of the Earning Peftle. 
€ This play was firft printed in quarto in the year 

* 1613. The title-page, edit. 1635, afcribes it to 

* both authors : The preface and the prologue, how- 

* ever, attribute it to one only. Langbaine fays, it 

* was in vogue forne years fince, being revived at the 

* King's houfe, and a new prologue, inftead of the 

* old one in profe, fpoken by Mrs. Ellen Guin. He 

* likewife conjectures, that the idea of bringing the 

* citizen and his wife upon the ftage was in imitation 

* of Ben Jonfon's Staple of News. We do not know 
' of any revival of it fince the time Langbaine men- 

* tions above.' 

Lovers Pilgrimage. 

* The commendatory verfes by Gardiner afcribe 

* this play to Fletcher alone ; the prologue to both. 
1 writers. It was originally printed in the folio edi- 

* tion ; his not been performed for many years paft ; 

* nor do we know of its ever having received any al- 

* terations.' 

The Double Marriage. 
1 The commendatory verfes by Gardiner attribute 
€ this play to Fletcher alone. It was revived in the 
s reign of King Charles II., as Langbaine afterts ; 
' and a prologue, then fpoken before it, was printed 

* in a book called Covent-garden Drollery, p. 14., 
€ Since that time, we believe, it has been entirely 

* banifhed from the ftage. This Tragedy was firft 
€ printed in the folio of 1647.' 

The Maid in the Mill. 

* The commendatory verfes by Gardiner and Hills 
afcribe this Comedy to Fletcher alone. It was firft 
printed in the folio of 1647. Langbaine fays, it 
was revived by the Company at the Duke's theatre 
after the Reftoration ; but we do not know of any 
reprefentation of it fince that period, or that there 
ever was any alteration of it.' 

The Knight of Malta. 

* The commendatory verfes by Gardiner afcribe 
this play (which was firft printed in 1647) to Flet- 
cher alone. It hath not been acted within the me- 
mory of any perfon now living, nor do we know 
of any alteration of if. 

Love's Cure ; or, The Martial Maid. 

* This play is by Gardiner, in his commendatory 
verfes, afcribed to Fletcher fingly ; but the pro- 
logue fpeaks of it as the production of both authors, 
although again the epilogue takes notice of but 
one. There never were any alterations made in 
this Comedy, nor has it been acted for many years 
paft.' 

Women p leafed. 

* The commendatory verfes by Gardiner and Hills 
afcribe this play ( which was firft printed in the fo- 

C c * Jjp 
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in the fob folio edition. Several of the comr 
fion. In 1711, an edition of their Plays was 


* lioof 164;) to Fletcher alone. Part of It is founded 
« on Boccace's Decameron, on which Chaucer has 
r built a tale, which Dry den has modernized. 4 There 

* has been no reprefentation of it at either theatre for 
' many years, nor do we know of any alteration of 

* it.' 

The Night-walker ; or, The little Thief. 
' The firft edition of this play, in 1640, has the 

* name of Fletcher alone to it, and it was probably 
« therefore his production, without any afliitance 

* from his partner Beaumont. It ufed to be a&ed 

* frequently in the laft century; but we have not 

* heard of any alteration or reprefentation of it thefe 

* many years.' 

The IJland Princefs. 

* The commendatory verfes by Gardiner attribute 

* this play wholly to Fletcher. Its firft publication 
c was in the folio of 1647. In the year 1687, Tate 

* made fome alterations in this piece, with which it 
4 was printed j and Peter Motteux, about ten years 

* afterwards, brought it forward as an opera, under 
f the title of ' The Iiland Princefs, or die generous 
" Portuguefe." 

The Woman* s Prize ; or the Tamer famed. 
€ This Comedy appears to be one of the perform- 

* ances which Fletcher wrote, without the amftance 
c of Beaumont. The commendatory verfes by Gar- 

* diner and Lovelace, as well as the prologue, afcribe 

* it to him alone. We believe an alteration of part 

* of it was acted about twenty years ago at Drury-lane 

* theatre, as an after-piece, for the benefit of the 

* late Mrs. Prhchard, or one of her family/ 

The Noble Gentleman, 
€ The commendatory verfes by Gardiner afcribe 
' this play folely to Fletcher ; but the prologue 

* fpeaks of it as the production of both authors. It 
< was altered and revifed by Durfey, in the year 

* 1688, under the title of The Fool's Preferment, or 

* the Three Dukes of Dunftable, and acted at the 

* Queen's theatre in Dorfet-gardens.' 

The Coronation. 
1 The firft edition of this play was printed in quarto 

* in the year 1640, and has the name of John Flet- 

* cher prefixed to it, as the author. Upon this au- 

* thority we have retained it in the prefent edition, 

* notwithstanding there is evidence of equal weight 

* to authorize us to afcribe it to James Shirley, the 

* editor of the firit folio in 1647. That writer, in 

* the year 1653, publilhed a volume of his plays, and 

* at the end of one of them, viz. the Cardinal, has 

* enumerated the feverll dramatic pieces written by 

* him : Amongft the reft, he has claimed the prefent 

* performance, which he fays, was M falfely a- 
•* fcribed to Fletcher." With what degree of truth it 
4 is impofjible now to determine. We think no ar- 

* gument can be drawn from the omiflion of it in the 

* firft folio, for the reafon afligncd in the firft note to 

* the play. It has not been acted for many years 

* part, nor do we know of its having ever been al- 

* tered.' 

The Sea Foyage. 

* This play is, in the commendatory verfes by 

* Gardiner, afcribed to Fletcher alone, and was firft 

* printed in the folio of 1647. It was revived by 

* Tom Durfey, with alterations, in the year 1686, 

* and exhibited at the Theatre-royal, under the title 
' of The Commonwealth of Women, and at the 

* fame time printed in quarto.' 

The Coxcomb, 
' The commendatory verfes by Gardiner and Hills 

* fpeak of this Comedy as the production of Fletcher 

* alone ; but the prologue mentions it as the joint 

* performance of both authors. It was firft printed 
' in the folio of 1647, and appears to have been re- 
4 vived at the Theatre-royal about the end of the laft 

* century, when a prologue was fpoken by Joe 

* Haines, We do*not know of any performance of 

* it fince that time.' 

Wit at fevered Weapons. 
9 Th'.s play is afcribed to Fletcher by the com- 
€ mandatory verfes of Gardiner ; the epilogue, how- 


nendatory verfes are left out in that impre£ 
publilhed by Mr. Tonfon, in fevfen volumes 

in 

f ever, fpeaks of it as the produ&ion of both authors. 

< The firit publication of it was in the folio of 1647.' 
« It was brought on the ftage, altered by Colley 

* Cibber, about the beginning of the prefent cen- 

< tury, under the title of The Rival Fools, but with-. 

* out any fuccefs.* 

The Fair Maid of the Inn. 

* The commendatory verfes of Gardiner afcribe 
1 this play to Fletcher alone. It was firft publilhed 

* in the folio of 1647 ; and has not been acled man/ 
1 years, nor, we believe, ever altered/ 

Cupid's Revenge* 

* This play feems to be the acknowledged produc- 

* tion of both writers. It was firft printed in quarto* 

< 1625; but has not been altered, that we can dif- 
1 cover, nor a&ed many years.* 

The Two Noble Kinfmcn. 

* This play was firft printed in quarto, anno 1634, 

< under the following title : " The two noble Kinf- 
" men : Prefented at the Black-Friers by the King's 
" Majefty's Servants, with great applaufe : Written 
" by the memorable worthies of their time, Mr. 
4i John Fletcher, and Mr. William Shakefpeare, 
" Gent.," and has always been received as the pro- 

* duclion of thofe poets. In the year 1668, it was 
r altered by Sir William Davenant, who gave it the 
' title of the Rivals'; when it appears to have been 

* afted with great fuccefs.' 
Mr. Seward has been at no fmall pains to diftin- 

guifh, in this play, the hand of Shakefpeare from 
that of Fletcher. But his criticifms are not at all 
approved of by the editors of 1778, who doubt the- 
tradition of Shakefpeare's being concerned in the 
piece, and think that (if a joint work) it ought to be 
attributed to Beaumont and Fletcher. 

The Tragedy of Thierry and Theodoret. 
1 The firft edition of this play was printed in 
s quarto, without the name of either author. The 
' edition of 1648, afcribes it to Fletcher; ^pd that 
1 of 1649, to both writers. Dr. Hyde, in the Bod- 

* leian Catalogue, afligns it to Ben Jonfon, without 
' any authority whatever. It was formerly per- 
€ formed frequently, but of late years has been en- 
c tirely laid afide.' 

The Woman Hater, 
1 This play was originally printed in quarto In 
c the year 1607. It was afterwards revived by Sir 

* William Davenant, who added a fecond title, or, 
' the Hungry Courtier, and wrote a new prologue to 
' it, printed in his works, p. 239, and in the quarto 
' of 1649. The title-page of the latter edition 
' afcribes it to both authors : Both the original and 
% Davenant's prologues, however, fpeak of it as the 

* production of but one ; and JLangbaine pofitively 

* fays it was one of thofe plays which Fletcher wrote 

* alone. It has not been acted many years.' 

The nice V alour ; or, The pafjionate Madman. 
4 The commendatory verfes by Gardiner afcribe 
1 this play to Fletcher ; the prologue and epilogue 
1 fpeak of the poet fingly ; Seward (See note 3. on 
1 the commendatory poems) fuppofes it to be Beau- 
6 mont's. It was firft printed in the folio of 1647, 
' and hath never been altered, that we arc able to 

* difcover.' 

The heneft Man's Fortune. 
4 Gardiner, in his commendatory verfes, afcribes 

* this play to Fletcher alone. It was firft printed in 

* the folio of 1647. No alteration hath ever been 
\ made of it ; nor hath it been a&ed, as we believe, 
( within the memory of any perfon now living.' 

The Mafqtte of the Inner Temple and Gray's Inn, Gray's 
Inn and the Inner Temple ; preiented before his Ma- 
jefty, the Queen's Majeily, the Prince, Count Pa- 
latine and the Lady Elizabeth their HighnelTe ;, in 
the Banqueting-houfe at Whitehall, on Saturday 
the 20th day of February 1612. 
1 This mafque was undoubtedly the produclion of 
1 Beaumont alone. There is a quarto edition of it 
' without a date ; and it is. alfo printed in the folio 

* of 1647.' 

8 Four 
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in otlavo^ containing all the verfesjn praife of the authors, and fupplying a large omif- 
fion of part of the lalt a<5t of the Tragpdy of 'Thierry and Theodore!. 
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Four Plays, or moral Rep re/en tat ions, in one. 
* This drama was firft printed in the folio edition. 
r No circumftances appear to afcribe it in particular 

* to either author; it was probably a joint produc- 

* tion.* i 

With regard to the editions of Beaumont and 
Fletcher's Works, the firft folio, containing thirty- 
five of their pieces, which had never till then been 
collected or printed, was publifhed by the players, 
and cither obvioufly tranfcnbed from the prompter's 
book, commonly the molt inaccurate and barbarous 
of all manufcripts, or elfe made out piece-meal from 
the detached parts copied for the ufe of the perform- 
ers. * Hence it happens, that the ft age direction has 

* ibmetimes crept into the text, and the name of the 

* actor is now and then fubftituted for that of the 

* character. The tranfcribcrs knowing perhaps no 

* language perfectly, corrupted all language ; and 
tf vitiated the dialogue with falfe Latin, falfe French, 

* falfe Italian^ and falfe Spaniih : nay, as Pope fays 
c of the old copies of Shakefpeare, " their very 
" Welfti is falfe (76)." The players, however, feem 
to have been, at leaft with regard to our poets, as 
faithful and able editors as others of that period ; and 
it is moll: natural to fuppofe that the playhottfe manu- 
fcript contained the real work of the author, though, 
perhaps, ignorantly copied, and accommodated to 
the ufe of the theatre (77). 

The fecond folio of 1679, which included the fe- 
venteen plays that had been originally publifhed in 
quarto, contained the firft complete collection of the 
works of Beaumont and Fletcher. * The octavo edi- 

* tion of 1 7 1 1 feemed to aim at little more than re- 

* printing our authors' plays, and giving a collection 

* of them more portable and convenient than the fo- 
' lios. Their text, however, is more corrupt than 

* that of either the quartos or folios, the errors of 
« which they religioufly preferved, adding many vi- 

* cious readings of their own, fome of which have 

* been combated in very long notes by their fuccef- 

* fors (78).' In the year 1742, Mr. Theobald ex- 
hibited propofals for a publication of the plays of 
Beaumont and Fletcher ; in which he was afterwards 
aflifted by Mr. Seward and Mr. Sympfon. 1 But 

* Theobald dying after he had committed no more 

* than the firft and about half the fecond volume to the 

* prefs, the undertaking was continued by the two 

* laft mentioned gentlemen ; and the edition thus 

* jointly, or rather feverally, executed by Theobald, 
e Mr. Seward, and Mr. Sympfon, at length ap- 

* peared in the year 1750. Thefe gentlemen were 

* the firft editors of our poets who profeflcd to collate 

* the old copies, to reform the punctuation, and to 

* amend the corruptions of the text. Some attempts 

* alfo were made to elucidate the obfeurities, and en- 
i force the excellencies of their authors (79).' But, 
notwithstanding the fair profelfions of thefe editors, 
it feems that they have not only been guilty of care- 
lefThefs, but of the more unpardonable faults of faith- 
leflhefs and mifreprefentation. Their reports of the 
ftate of the old copies can never fafely be taken upon 
truft ; and, on examination, many of the old copies 
will appear to be both negligently collated, and un- 
truly quoted. Their punctuation alfo, notwithftand- 
ing their occafional felf-approbation, is almoft as in- 
accurate as that of the molt ancient and rude editions ; 
and their critical remarks have oftener been well in- 
tended than conceived. Their work, however, has 
in the main conduced to the illuftration of our au- 
thors, and there are inftances in which their dili- 
gence, and the efforts of their acutenefs and fagacity 
deferve to be applauded (80). From the preceding 
account it is apparent, that a more complete edition 
of the plays of Beaumont and Fletcher was ftill want- 
ing ; and fuch an edition has been prefented to the 
public, in the prefent year 1778. In this it hath 
been the chief aim of the ingenious and learned edi- 
tors to give the old text as it is in the old books, with 
no other variations, but fuch as the writers them- 
felves, had they fuperin tended an impreiTion of their 
works or even a corrector of the prefs, would have 
made. Yet even thefe variations, if at all impor- 
tant, have not been made in filence. The notes, 
which have been fubjoined to the text.as briefly and 
as fparingly as poftible, are chiefly fuch as the lapfe 


of time, and fluctuation of language, have rendered 
neceflary for the purpofe cf explaining obfolete words, 
unufual phrafes, old cuftoms, and obfeure or diftant 
allufions. Critical remarks, and conjectural emen- 
dations, have been feldorrt hazarded ; nor has ridi- 
cule been wantonly thrown on former editors, who 
have only femetimes been reprehended for pompous 
affectation, and more frequently for want of care and 
fidelity. Every material comment on the plays has 
been retained, though often without the long and 
oftentatious notes that firft introduced thofe comments 
to the public. At the fame time, every obfervation, 
critical or philofophical, is religioufly attributed to 
its due author. Such of the notes of Theobald, 
Seward, and Sympfon, as appeared inconteftible, or 
even plaufible, are adopted without remark 5 to thofe 
more dubious, additional annotations are fubjoined ; 
thofe of lefs confequence are abridged ; and thofe of 
no importance are omitted (81). 

Though the foregoing account, of the edition of 
1778, is taken from the preface to that edition, it is 
not taken upon truft. We have examined this laft 
publication of Beaumont and Fletcher's plays with 
great attention, and can give our ardent teftimony to 
its merit. To fpeak in the language of a periodical 
writer, 4 We can venture to commend it to the lovers 
' of old dramatic literature. The work is well 
1 printed; the cuts, if we except about half a dozen 

* of fifty-four, are excellent ; the notes, though 
f fhort, are in general judicious ; and the preface, 

• faid to be written by the editor of Bonduca, con- 
' tains much found criticifm (82).' This edition 
confifts of ten volumes in octavo ; and to the firft vo- 
lume are prefixed all the prefaces to the former im- 
preflions, together with the greater part of the com- 
mendatory poems. 

Mr. Seward, in a long preface to the edition of 
1750, hath pointed out, at large, many of the beau- 
ties of Beaumont and Fletcher, and produced in- 
ftances wherein he fuppofes that they nearly ap- 
proach to, or equal Shakefpeare. To tranfcribe, 
or even to ab idge, what he hath advanced upon the 
fubject, would extend this note to an undue length ; 
and, therefore, we mult refer our readers to the work 
itfelf. Perhaps his remarks are not, in every cafe, 
judicious; though their general merit is fuch, that 
they may be perufed with pleafure and advantage. 
The editors of 1778 have produced one inftance 
which is more to the honour of our authors than any 
mentioned in Mr. Seward's preface. It is the entire 
character of the boy Hen go, in the tragedy of Bon- 
duca ; a character which is, they think (taken alto- 
gether), better fuftained, and more beautiful, natu- 
ral, and pathetic, than the Prince Arthur of Shake- 
fpeare. They obferve that between Caratoch and 
Hengo not a line occurs which is affected or unna- 
tural, and that nothing can be more exquifitely ten- 
der than the feveral fcenes between them (83). We 
entirely concur in the judgment here formed con- 
cerning the character of Hengo. In eftimating, upon 
the whole, the merit of Beaumont and Fletcher, the 
general fuperiority of Shakefpeare mult ever be al- 
lowed, and freely allowed : with him, perhaps, no 
one, excepting Homer, can contend for equality : but 
yet the productions of our two great poets may 
proudly claim a fecond place in the Englifh drama, 
nearer to the firft than to the third, to thole of Shake- 
fpeare ; fome of their plays being fo much in his 
manner, that they can fcarcely be diftinguiflied to be 
the work of another hand (84) . 

There is room, in our opinion, for ftill farther 
criticifm on the writings of Beaumont and Fletcher. 
An exacter discrimination might be made of the pe- 
culiar excellencies and defects of their feveral pieces, 
and a more diligent inquiry into the fources from 
which their refpective dramas are derived. Some 
hints of the laft kind, with relation to about twenty 
of our authors' plays, may be met with in the firft 
volume of the Companion to the Playhoufe ; and 
there are occafional remarks upon the fubject in other 
writers. But the matter hath by no means been con- 
fidered with the accuracy, and in the extent, of 
which it is capable, and which have been exercifed 
with regard to Shakefpeare, 
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Among the faults of Beaumont and Fletcher, their 
want of decency calls for particular reprehenfion. In 
this refpeft they are far more blameable than Shake- 
fpeare. The language they put into the mouths of 
the beft characters hath fometimes a freedom, we 
might fay a coarfenefs in it, which cannot be julHfied 
from the manners of the age, though that circum- 
ftance has been alleged in palliation of their condutt. 

The clofe and ardent friendfliip which, we are 
told, always fuhfifted between Beaumont and Flet- 
cher, entitles their memory to fincere admiration. 
' Moll writers (at leaft thofe of great abilities) are 
c commonly fo jealous of their own productions, that 
'they are very unwilling to have another fhare with 
4 them in the fame of a fingle thought that has met 

* with fuccefs. How great then muit have been the 

* refig nation of our two poets ; how noble a facrifice 
« muit they have made to felf-love, in thus blending 
4 their reputations, and each communicating to each 
4 that light which would have made them fingly con- 

' fpicuous, How unbiafled mull have been the 

c amity ; how great the condefcenfion, and how un- 
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i limited the confidence they repofed in one another ? 

< W e cannot image to ourfelves any literary com- 

* merce more delightful than that of our two poets, 

< except one which mould be carried on by two per- 

* fons of different fex, of equal genius, and paf- 

< fionately fond of each other (85).' 

Several poetical encomiums on bur celebrated au- 
thors, might be added to thofe which have already 
been produced ; but we fhall* conclude with the "lines 
of Mr. Colman, fubjoined to the heads of Beaumont 
and Fletcher, prefixed to the firft volume of the kit 
edition of their works. 

Beaumont and Fletcher ! thofe twin ftars, that run 
Their glorious courfe round Shakefpeare's golden fun J 
Or when Philafter Hamlet's place fupplied, 
Or BelTus walk'd the ftage by Falftaff's fide, 
Their fouls well paired, lhot fire in mingled rays, 
Their hands together twin'd the focial bays, 
'Till faihion drove, in a refining age, 
Virtue from Court, and Nature from the ftage.] 

£l4 


[A] BECKET (St. Thomas).] He was the 
great Goliah Saint of thofe times ; and as his fhrine 
out-did thofe of all the Martyrs that had gone before 
him, fo his life and miracles have had more writers 
to record them, than the moft glorious actions of our 
beft of Kings. The following lift of them is picked 
outofLeland, Bale, and Pits, together with fome of 
our later authors. I. Herbert Bofenham, or Bojjcham, 
or de Hofcham (1), who was this Archbifhop's Secre- 
tary, and alfo prefent at the llaughter of him. II. 
Edward, a Monk of Canterbury (2), the Martyr's 
moft intimate friend. HI. Johannes Sarijburienjis (3), 
who accompanied Becket in his exile, but never 
countenanced his behaviour towards the King, being 
as iharp a writer againft the encroachments of the Pa- 
pal See, as any man of his time. IV. Bartholomew 
Jfcanus, or Exonenjis, Bilhop of Exeter, where he 
died in 11 84. V. £. a Monk of Eve/ham, who de- 
dicated his bookj or wrote it by way of epiftle, to 
Henry, Abbot of Croyland. VI. William Stephens, 
or Fitz-Stephen, a Monk of Canterbury, and, for that 
reafon, ufually called Gulielmus Cantuarienfis. He is 
faid to have written three feverai treatifes of the life, 
martyrdom, and miracles of St* Thomas Becket ; 
which, we are told (4), are now in the Cotton li- 
brary : But that, which there carries his name, feems 
to have been penned by Johannes Carnotenjis, who is 
the fame perfon with* Sarijburienjis above mentioned 
(5), fince, in the Quadripartite Hiftory, what we have 
from him is often to be found, in the fame words, in 
the life there afcribed to Fitz-Stephen. VII. Bene- 
dict us Fetroburgenjis, Abbot of Peterborough, who 
died in the year 1200. VIII. Alanus Teukejburienjis, 
Abbot of Teukefbury, who died about the fame time, 
IX. Roger, a Monk of Croyland, who lived about 
the year 1214. It is obferved (6), that St. Tho- 
mas';> miracles were become fo numerous in this wri- 
ter's time, that he had matter for feven large vo- 
lumes, in compofing whereof he fpent no lefs than 
fifteen years. X. Stephen Langton, a famous fuccef- 
for of Becket's in the See of Canterbury, whofe work 
on this fubject is faid to be in the library of Bennet- 
collcge. XI. Alexander de Hales, fo called from the 
monaltery of Hales in Gloucefterfhire, where he was 
educated, one of the moft eminent fchoolmen of his 
age, and maftcr to Thomas Aquinas, Bonaventure, 
&c. XII. John Grandijon, or Graunfion, who died 
in the year 1369. XIII. Quadrilogus, or the author 
of a book, intitled De Vita et Procejfu S. Thome Can- 
tuarienfis et Martyr is fuper Libert ate Ecclejiajlica* It 
is collected out of four Hiftorians, who were contem- 
porary and converfant with Becket, viz. Herbert de 
Hojcham, Johannes Carnotenjis, Gulielmus Canterburi- 
snjis, and Alanus Teukejburienjis , who are introduced 
as fo many relaters of fads interchangeably. This 
book was firft printed at Paris in 1495, and is often 
quoted by our Hiftorians, in the reign of Henry II., 
by the name of Quadripartita Hiftoria. XIV. Tho- 
mas Stapleton, the tranflator of Bede, in whofe book 


(85) General 
Dictionary, ubs 
fupra, p. laz. 


BECKET (St. Thomas) \A\ Archbiftiop of Canterbury in the reign of King 
Henry II., and fo famous for his martyrdom and miracles, was fon of Gilbert, a Mer- 
chant, and fome time Sheriff of London, and Maud or Matilda, a Saracen Lady (a) [B] ; 

and 


De tribus Thomis (7), or Of the three Thomas's, our 
Saint makes as confiderable a figure as either Thomas 
the Apojlle, or Thomas Aquinas, XV. Laurence V xde, 
or Wade, a Benedictine Monk of Canterbury, who 
lived and died we know not when, or where ; anlefs 
perhaps he be the fame perfon with XVI. An anony- 
mous writer of Becket's life, who appears to have 
been a Monk of that church, and whofe book is faid 
to be in the library at Lambeth (8). XVII. Richard 
James, nephew of Dr. Thomas James, fome time 
keeper of the Bodleian library; a very induftrious 
and eminent Antiquary, who endeavoured to over- 
throw the great de/ign of all the above-mentioned 
authors, in his Decanonizatio Thoma? Cantuarienfis et 
fuorum (9), which, with other manufcript pieces by 
the fame hand, is in the public library at Oxford. 
Thefe are the principal writers of our Archbifhop's 
life ; befides whom, feverai other Hiftorians have 
fpoken largely of him ; as John Bromton, Matthew 
Paris, Gervafe, &c. 

[B] Son of Gilbert, a merchant, and Jo me time She- 
riff of London, and Maud or Matilda, a Saracen Lady.~\ 
John Bromton the Hiftorian, who informs us (10) 
that his mother Matilda was a Saracen Lady of con- 
fiderable quality, gives us likewife a long ftory of the 
extraordinary accidents by which (he came to be the 
wife of Gilbert. Though there is little of proba- 
bility in the narrative, we fhall fet it down, for the 
reader's amufement, as briefly as poffible. Gilbert, 
in his youth, took a journey to Jerufalem, attended 
only by one of his domeftics, named Richard. As 
they were one day at their devotions in a church, 
among feverai other Chriftians, they were furprifed 
by a party of Infidels, and carried to a prifon belong- 
ing to a certain great Saracen Lord, where they were 
treated with great hardftups and feverities. Gilbert 
continued a year and a half in this captivity, but 
fuffercd lefs than his companions, having the good 
fortune, by his excellent qualities, to gain the efteem 
and affecYion of his mafter, who often made him eat at 
his own table, and took a particular pleafure in afking 
him concerning the cuftoms and manners of different 
people. This Lord's daughter was ltruck with the 
perfon and converfation of Gilbert ; and, finding an 
opportunity of talking with him in private, Ihe in- 
formed herfelf particularly of his country and reli- 
gion, and the circumftances of his paft life. Gilbert 
having fatisfied her enquiries in relation to himfelf, 
and explained to her the doclrines of the Chriftian 
Religion, ihe told him, to his great furprife, that 
Jhe was refolved to turn Chriftian, and to abandon 
her country and her father's houfe for the fake of that 
religion ; but, as fhe had no kjiowledtre of any other 
Chriftian but himfelf, fhe defired Gilbert that he 
would promife to marry her, in cafe they could make 
their elcape. Our merchant was confounded at this 
propofition : for, befides the difficulty of efcaping, 
he was fearful left this might be fome fnare laid for 
him , an d therefore he anfvvered her only in general 
* terms, 
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and was born at London in the year n 19 (£). He was educated in grammar learning at 
Mcrton-Abbey in Surrey ; and in. his riper years ftudied at Oxford, and afterwards at 
Paris. He foon grew into favour with Theobald, Archbifhop of Canterbury, who lent 
him to ftudy the Civil Law at tfononia in Italy, and, after his return, made him Arch- 
deacon of Canterbury (at that time one of the richeft benefices in England), Provoft of 
Beverley, and a Prebendary of Lincoln and St. Paul's. Nor was this all ; for the Arch- 
bifhop, looking upon Becket as a proper perfon to manage the intereft of the Church at 
court, fo effectually recommended him to King Henry II., that, in 1 158, he was made 
High-Chancellor to that Prince [C], and Preceptor to his fon, the young Prince Henry. 
Becket, upon this promotion, laid afide the ecclefiaftical habit and way of living, and 
affefted both the drefs and manners of a courtier [D] ; difcharging at the fame time the 
duties of his ftation to the entire fatisfa&ion both of the King and the people (<r). In this 
character of Chancellor, he made a campaign with King Henry in his expedition into 
Touloule, J. D. 1 1 59 5 having in his own pay twelve hundred horfe, befides a retinue of 
feven hundred knights or gentlemen ; always forward in aftion, and commanding at the 
fieges of feveral ftrong places (d). In 1160, he was fent by the King to Paris, to treat of 
a marriage between Prince Henry, then but feven years old, and the Princefs Margaret, 
the King of France's daughter, no more than three ; in which negotiation Becket fuc- 
ceeded, and returned with the young Princefs to England (<?). He had not been Chan- 
cellor much above four years, when Archbifhop Theobald died. The King, who was 
then in Normandy, prefently caft his eyes upon the Chancellor, and, refolving to advance 
him to the See of Canterbury [£], fent over his agents to England, who managed the 

matter 
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terms, fpeaking always very advantageoufly of the 
Chriilian Religion, and telling her how happy fhe 
would be if God mould infpire her to embrace it. 
Some time after, Gilbert and the other Captives 
found means to break their chains, andefcape into the 
countries conquered by the Chriftians ; and Gilbert 
returned into England. The Saracen young Lady no 
fooner heard of Gilbert's flight, than me refolved to 
follow him ; and having difpofed all things for that 
purpofe, fhe left her father's houfe by night, and 
efcaped into the land of the Chriftians, from whence 
flie took fhipping, in company with fome Englifh 
merchants and pilgrims, and arrived in England. 
When fhe came to London, being a Uranger to the 
Englifh tongue, fhe was quite at a lofs how to find 
out the perfon fhe was in queft of ; but paflmg acci- 
dentally by Gilbert's houfe, flie was feen and known 
by his man Richard, who acquainted his mailer with 
the news of her arrival. Gilbert was extremely 
touched with the eeal and affeclion of the young 
Lady, and ordered Richard to conduct her to the 
houfe of a gentlewoman of his acquaintance, where 
fhe was treated with the grcateft kindnefs and civility. 
In the mean time Gilbert, who was extremely defirous 
of promoting the fair Infidel's converfion, but unwil- 
ling to engage in marriage, having long fince refolved 
to fpend his life in the wars of the Chriftians again ft 
the Saracens, applied hi ink If for advice to the Bifhop 
of London, and fome other Bifhops, who, coniider- 
ing the circum fiances of the affair, and perceiving 
the hand of God vifibly concerned in it, were unani- 
moufly of opinion that he mould marry her, provided 
flie fhould firft receive baptifm, and embrace the 
Chriilian Faith. Accordingly, the very next day, 
flie was folemnly baptized in St. Paul's church, and, 
immediately after the ceremony, married to Gilbert. 
Their nuptials were attended with the blefiing of 
Heaven ; for Matilda foon after conceived this fon, 
pre-ordained to be Archbifhop of Canterbury, and a 
Martyr for the liberties of the Church, And fo you 
have Bromton's ftory. 

[C] He was made High -Chancellor to King Henry II.] 
That Prince, as the Hiftorians of his time remark, 
was of an haughty difpofition, and had about him 
feveral perfons who gave him bad advice, and led 
him to enterprizes again ft the rights and authority of 
the Church. Archbifhop Theobald, who had al- 
ready been expofed to great perfecutions in the reign 
of King Stephen, and feared left Henry fhould tread 
in the ftcps of his predeceflbr, refolved, if poffible, 
to oppofe the abilities and virtues of Becket, to the 
evil counfels of the King's falfe friends. As his 
rank of Archbifhop gave him free accefs to court, he 
took all opportunities of pofTeffing the King with an 
(11) Bromton, liigh efteem for the Archdeacon of Canterbury, and 
ubl jupra, coh j n f en fibly prevailed with him to confer on him the 
office of Lord High-Chancellor of England (1 1). 
Vol, IL 
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[D] He affeSled the drefs and manners of a courtier,] 
Bromton tells us (12), that he conformed himfelf in n 
every thing to the King s humour, hunted with him, ulifupra, cpL 
partook of all his diverfions, and even obferved the 1057, 1058. 
fame hours of eating and going to bed. He gave 

into the pleafantries of the court, had numerous and 

fplendid levees, and courted popular applaufe. When 

he rode on horfeback, he ufed a filver bridle, and the 

expences of his table exceeded thole of the greateft 

Nobles. Bifhop Godwin (13) tells us the fame thing, De Prsefiih 

adding, that it was commonly faid, c the Chancellor Ang). inttr 

1 had forgot he was an Archdeacon and an Eccleii- Arch ep * c *nt. 

* attic.' Hanc t ant am potentiam ut firmaret, feque an% 11 62, 
Kegi ( qui adolefcenti<£ *vix adhuc egrejfus erat ) ac deinde 
proceribus et aulicis gratiorem redderet, CLricalem 

Ami Slum Confuetudinemque paulatim depofuit, et aulicum 
fplendorem ac ?nagnificentiam induit ; ac ut regi fe in om- 
nibus accommodaret , iifdem fe moribus aptavit, eadem 
epulandi dormiendique tempora fibi Jlatuit ; una five in 
feriis five in jocofis rebus femper adfuit ; aulicum leporem 
et concinnitatem in omnibus ajfeclavit ; nihilque nan fecit , 
quo vel gratiam principisy vel apud cateros gloriam au- 
r am que popular cm captareL Aucupio itaque, venatione f 
veftium fplendore, carteroque corporis cultu, copiofo fre- 
quent ique famulatu, equis generofis t argent eis auratifque 
omamentis, epularum et co?iviviorum crebra lautitia^ 
omnique aulico nitore tarn prcfufe utebatur, ut multi di- 
cerent, Archidiaconatus fui et ordinis Cleric alis fibi in 
mentem non venire. s 

[E] The King refolved to advance him to the 

See of Canterbury .] The King no fooner heard the 
news of Archbifhop Theobald's death, than he caft 
his eyes upon Becket to fucceed him. The Chancel- 
lor was then with that Prince in Normandy. When 
the King told him his defign, Becket fmiled, and, 
pointing to the fecular habit he wore, faid, ' Truly, 
' Sire, you have pitched upon a very reformed and 
f holy perfon to govern the firft Church in England i* 
But, finding the King was in earneft, he is faid to 
have replied, with great freedom and warmth ; f I 
1 a flii redly know, Sire, that if God permits me to 
' be Archbifhop of Canterbury, I fhall foon lofe your 
' Majefty's good graces, and that the love you now 4 
' bear me will be converted into extreme hatred : 
' for give me leave to tell your Majefty, that the 

* attempts you have already made againft the rights 
' of the Church, give me caufe to fear your Majefty 

* will require fome things of me, which I cannot in 
c honour and conference comply with ; and my ene- 

* mies will take occafion from thence to animate and 
' incenfe your Majefty againft me.' In this manner 
Becket is faid to have predicled the enfuing breach be- 
tween him and the King. But that Prince was fo far 
from being difpleafed with Becket's freedom, that he 
immediately ordered fome Lords of his court to ac- 
company the Chancellor into England, and to ac- 
quaint the Clergy of the realm, and particularly the 
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matter fo with the Monks and Clergy, that Becket was ele£fced-[F] almoft unanimoufly, 
no one oppofing his election but Gilbert Foliot, Bifhop of London. After the ele&ion, 
Becket, being at that time only Deacon, was ordained Prieft, on Whitfunday 1 162, by 
Walter, Bifhop of Rochcfter; and on Trinity Sunday following he was coniecrated, by 
Henry Bilhop of Winchefter, in the cathedral church of Canterbury 5 the young Prince 
Henry, and a great concourfe of the Nobility, being prefent at the folemnity. He re- 
eeived his pall from Pope Alexander III., then refiding in France and, prefently after 
his confecration, he fent meffengers to the King in Normandy, with his refignation of 
the feal and office of Chancellor. This ftep not a little furprifed and difpleafed the 
King, who, returning foon after into England, and being met at his landing by the Arch- 
bifhop, received him with the ufual falute, but at the fame time with fuch a countenance, 
as plainly ihewed he had not the fame affedion for him as formerly (f). This year, 
Becket, in the prefence of the King and court, performed the ceremony of tranflating the 
relics of St. Edward the ConfeiTor to Weftminfter (g). Being now confirmed in the See 
of Canterbury, he betook himfelf to a quite different manner of life, and exchanged the 
gaiety and luxury of a courtier for the gravity and aufterities of a Monk (b) [G]. The 
lame year he was prefent, with fome of his Suffragans, at the Council of Tours [H] held 
under Pope Alexander 111. (/) Soon after his return into England, he began to exert 
himfelf with great vigour in defence of the rights and privileges of the church of Can- 
terbury : for, befides profecuting at law feveral of the Nobility, and others, for lands and 
poffefiions he pretended they had ufurped from that See (£), he laid claim to the cuftody 
of the caflle and tower of Rochefter, then in the hands of the crown *, he demanded ho- 
mage of the Earl of Clare for the manor of Tunbridge ; and he excommunicated Wil- 
liam, Lord of the manor of Aynsford in Kent, for difputing with him the right of patron- 
age to that church (I) [/]. In all thefe inftances he proceeded with fuch warmth and 
obftinacy, as greatly alienated the minds of the King and the Nobility from him ■, and 
under this difad vantage his conduft was feverely cenfured, and all his a&ions reprefented 


Chapter of Canterbury, with his Maje fly's defire that 
Becket might be elected their Archbifhop. The 
Chancellor, neverthelefs, continued obftinate in his 
refufal to accept of this dignity, till the Cardinal of 
Pifa, the Pope's Legate in England, who was then 
with the King, convinced him of the expediency of 
complying with the King's defire for the good of the 
Church ; after which he fet out in a few days for 
England (14). 

[F] He ivas elecled.] The Lords, who accompa- 
nied Becket into England, produced their commif- 
fion in prefence of the Chapter of Canterbury ; upon 
which feveral Bifhops affembled in London to deli- 
berate on the affair ; but the Chapter, as well as the 
Bifhops, were divided in their opinions. Some 
thought they could not eleft a fitter perfon to fupport 
the rights of the Church againft the encroachments 
of the State; whilfl others objected, that, the Chan- 
cellor being a courtier, his election would rather pre- 
judice the Church, for they believed he would conti- 
nue Chancellor after he was made Archbifhop. They 
added, that it was an Unworthy thing, and contrary 
to the divine laws, for a fecular perfon, and one fitter 
to bear arms than the epifcopal crofs, to become at 
once a fhepherd and bifhop of fouls. But the others 
replied, That it was no new thing in the Church for 
its firft dignities to be conferred on perfons who were 
immediately before verted with fecular employments : 
witnefs St. Ambrofe, who, from a Governor of a 
Province, became that great Archbifhop of Milan, 
who fhut the door of his church againft an Emperor, 
and obliged him to do public penance for the crime 
he had committed. At length, after much difpute, 
Thomas was ele&ed Archbifhop of Canterbury, on 
the eve of Whitfunday, in the abbey of Weftminfter ; 
and immediately after, by the authority of Prince 
Henry, who reprefented his father's perfon on this 
occafion, he was publicly difcharged from giving any 
account of his adminiftration in the office of Chancel- 
lor (j 5). 

[G] He exchanged the gaiety and luxury of a courtier 
for the gravity and aujlerities of a Monk.] Lautus tile, 
nttidus, fplendidus, qui genio tot us indulgent, cut em fuam 
tarn bene folitus erat curare, *vix paucis interpofitis 
diebus, njultu derepenfe gra vis, moribus fedatus, habitu 
decens, njidu frugal is confpicitur ; et amandatis procul 
jocis ac cachinnis, qui bus antca plurimum fere bat ur de- 
ditus, facris pera^endis, ca'terifque Paf oralis Officii 
muncribus totus njacabat ; et ne quis fames oculifque ho- 
minum d untax at fervife con tend at, cilicio quoque indutus, 
corpus fubigiffe perhibent, triplici <vefte triplicem perfo- 
nam gerens ( ut illorum qui dam ' loquitur) exteriori Cle- 
ricum ex hi bens, interiori monachum occultans, et intima 
Eremite* mokftiai fuftinens (16). 


[//] He <was prefent at the Council of Tours,] 

There was at that time a fchifm in the Church. 
About four years before, Cardinal Roland, Chan- 
cellor of the Holy See, had been canonically ele&ed 
Pope under the name of Alexander III. But at the 
fame time Cardinal O&avian was declared Pope by 
two Cardinals of his faclion, whofe example was pre- 
fently followed by three other Cardinals, fome Bi- 
fhops, and feveral Senators, who employed all their 
power to fupport Octavian in his ufurpation. This 
Anti-pope befieged Alexander feveral days in St. 
Peter's Church, and obliged him at laft to fly from 
Rome, and take refuge in France, where he was re- 
ceived with extraordinary honours. To put an end 
to this fchifm, he convened a council at Tours, where 
were prefent feventeen Cardinals, and a great num- 
ber of Bifhops, Abbots, and other Ecclefiaftics. 
Among the moft eminent Prelates who affifted at this 
council, was our Archbifhop of Canterbury, who 
was received, at his entrance into Tours, by the ma- 
giftrates, and moft of the members of the council % 
and the Pope, who had long defired to fee him, 
fhewed him very particular marks of his affection and 
efteem. In this afTembly, Becket complained of the 
violent oppreflions the Church laboured under, 
through the ambition and avarice of the laity, who 
daily invaded its rights and pofTeffions, and procured 
feveral canons and decrees to be made in favour of 
Ecclefiaftics (17). 

[/] He excommunicated William, Lord of the manor 
of Aynsford in Kent, for difputing with him the right of 
patronage to that church.] Having a right, as he pre- 
tended, to prefent to the vacant livings, in the towns 
which held of his See, he collated one Laurence, a 
Prieft, to the rcftory above mentioned ; whereupon 
William de Aynsford, Lord of the manor of that pa- 
rim, laying claim to the patronage of that church, 
drove Laurdnce out of poffeifion by force of arms ; for 
which violence the Archbiihop immediately excom- 
municated William. The latter, lying under this 
fentence, applies to the King, who was highly dif- 
pleafed with the Archbifhop for not acquainting him 
with the cenfure before it pafled ; the King alleging, 
that it was part of the Royal prerogative, that none 
of his officers, or other perfons holding in capite of 
the crown, mould be excommunicated without his 
knowledge and confent. Hereupon the King wrote 
to the Archbifhop, defiring he would abfolve Wil- 
liam : but the Archbifhop replied, that excommuni- 
cation and abfolution were no part of the King's pre- 
rogative, but folely under the direction of the 
Church ; however, at length, he was prevailed upon 
to take off the cenfure (18). 
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in their worft light (m) [Jf ]. Nor was it long before the King and Becket came to an 
open rupture : for Henry endeavouring to recal fuch of the privileges of the Clergy as he 
thought inconvenient to the State, fnd particularly to fubjedt Ecclefiaftics guilty of mur- 
der, felony, and other high crimes, to the judgment of the Civil Courts [L], met with a 
violent oppofition from our Archbifliop, who ftood firmly in defence of thole immunities, 
and would not fubmit to the leaft infringement of them. The King, however, refolving to 
carry his point, convened a Synod of the Bifhops at Weftminfter (n) [M] ; but this afZerti- 
bly broke up without effefr. At length, feveral of the Bifhops being gained over by the 
Court, and the Pope interpofing in the quarrel, Becket was prevailed on to acquiefce, 
and to fubmit to the King's pleafure (0). And, to bind the Clergy more ftrongly, the 
King fummoned a Convention, or Parliament, at Clarendon [iV], where feveral laws 

were 
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[AT] His aclions were fet in their vuorft light.] The 
courtiers reprefented his aullerity of manners as fuper- 
ftition : His zeal for difcipline was called rigour and 
cruelty : His care to preferve the rights and revenues 
of the Archbifhopric was imputed to covetoufnefs : 
His contempt of popularity was conflrued a cynical 
affectation : On the other hand, his living up to the 
dignity of his flation was cenfured for priJe and am- 
bition. In fhort, they perfuaded the King, that, if 
the Archbifhop went on in his encroachments, the 
prerogative rauft greatly fufFer, and the crown in a 
manner fink under hiin. Hanc itaque mutationem ex- 
celfi maligna interpretatione conati funt impii obfufcare, 
fuperftitioni afcribenies quod wit am ducebat artiorem. 
Ze!u?n juftitia? crudelitatem mentiebantur ; quod Ec defies 
procurabat utilitates avaritice attribuebant ; contemptum 
mundani favor is venaticnem gloria? cfife dice bant ; cur ta- 
lis magnificentia Jingebatur elatio nihil jam ab eo 

vel dici <vel fieri poterat quod non malitia maiorum de- 
fray are t ; adeo quidem ut regi perfuaderunt quod Ji ar- 
chiepifcopi pot eft as procederet, regi a dignitas procul dubio 
peri ret (19). 

[L] Henry endeavoured to fubjeSl Ecclefiaftics guilty 
of murder , &c. to the judgment of the civil courts.] 
The Clergy at this time feem greatly to have abuied 
the privilege of exemption from the civil courts, of 
which the King had lately received feveral complaints. 
To give an initance or two. A Burgher of Scarbo- 
rough had complained to the King againft a rural 
Dean for levying twelve millings upon him, pro- 
nouncing his wife an adulterefs, and enjoining her 
penance, without legal proof. The Dean was 
brought before the King, the Archbifhop of York, 
the Bifhops of Lincoln and Durham, and John, trea- 
furer of York ; and not being able to defend himfelf, 
the temporal Barons were ordered to fit with the Bi- 
fhops upon the bench, and join in the fentence upon 
him. John the Treafurer was of opinion, that if he 
reftored the Burgher his money, and it was remitted 
to the cjifcretion of his Bifhop, whether he mould be 
turned out of his office or not, there was no reafon to 
punifti him any farther. Upon which, Richard de 
Lucy, Julticiary of England, afked, What fat isf action 
the King Jhould have for the breach of his lavjs ? John 
anfwered, None, becaufe the offender vjas a clerk ; 
whereupon the Jufliciary and the temporal Barons 
went out of the court, and refufed to be prefent when 
judgment was given (20). Again ; the Judges being 
upon their circuit at Dunftable, one Simon Fitz- 
Peter informed the court, that Philip de Brock, Ca- 
non of Bedford, had fpoken dishonourably of the 
King in public company. The King ordered this 
Brock to be profecutcd before the Archbifhop ; and 
the charge being proved againft him, he endeavoured 
to excufe himfelf, by alleging that the words were 
fpoken in a paffion. The King demanding judgment 
againft him, the ecclefiaftical court fentenced him to 
lofe one year's profit of his prebend, and to be ba- 
nifhed during that time : but this fentence was 
thought too favourable, and gave the King no fatif- 
faction (21). Farther: A clerk in Worceftcrftiire 
had. debauched a farmer's daughter, and afterwards 
murdered her father. The King required that this 
man fliould be triedin the civil courts, but Archbi- 
fhop Becket, refufing to comply, ordered the male- 
factor to be kept in the prifon of the Bifhop of the 
diocefe, and not to be put into the hands of the 
King's Juftices (22). To give one inftance more : 
Another clerk Hole a filver chalice out of a church in 
London : The King would have had him profecuted 
and punifhed in his own courts, but the Archbifhop 
brought him before the ecclefiaftical court, where he 


was fentenced to be degraded, and branded in the 
face with a hot iron (23). The King, provoked by 
thefe examples, infifted, that when any of the Clergy 
were apprehended for robbery, murder, felony, or 
any other high crimes of that nature, they lhould be 
tried in the King's courts, and undergo the fame pu- 
nilhment with laymen. On the other hand, the 
Archbiihop infilled, that when any Clerk was charged 
with any of the crimes above mentioned, he ought to 
be tried before ecclefiaftical Judges in the Court 
Chriftian ; and in cafe he was convicted, he was to 
fufFer degradation, and be deprived of all his ecclefi- 
aftical preferments : and if, after he was thus ftripped 
of his character, he happened to relapfe into the for- 
mer crimes, or broke any of the laws of the realm, 
he might then be delivered up to the King's juitice, 
and receive hi6 trial and punifhment from the civil 
magiftrate (24). 

[M ] The King convened a Synod of the Bijhops at 
Weftminfter. 1 In this aftcmbly the King demanded, 
that the Clergy, when they were charged with any 
capital offence, might receive their trial in the courts 
ofjullice; but the Archbifhop not giving his High- 
neis fatisfa&ion upon this head, the queftion was put 
to the Biihops, Whether, in confideration of their 
duty and allegiance to the King, and of the intereft 
and peace of the kingdom, they were willing to pro- 
mile a fubmiftion to the laws of his grandfather King 
Henry ? To this the Archbiihop, fpeaking for him- 
felf and the reft, replied, That they were willing to 
be bound by the ancient laws of the kingdom, as far 
as the privileges of their order would permit (*). 
The King was highly difpleafed with this conditional 
claufe, and endeavoured to bring the Biihops to an 
abfclute promife, without any reiervation whatfoever. 
But the Archbifliop would by no means fubmit ; and 
the reft of the Biihops adhered for fome time to their 
Primate, excepting Hilary, Bilhop of Chichefter, 
who, through fear of the King's difplcafure, told the 
King he was ready to obferve the laws and cuftoms of 
the kingdom bona fide. Bat the King would admit 
of no limitation or abatement of his demands ; and fo 
the aiTembly was difmiffed (25). 

[N] A Convention, or Parliament, at Clarendon.] 
In this aflembly Archbifhop Becket declared, that he 
had gone too far in his late engagement to the King, 
and that he thought himfelf obliged to retract his 
fubmiffion. The King was exceedingly angry at this 
receding from his promife, and threatened the Arch- 
biihop and his adherents with the utmoft feverities. 
To prevent this ftorm, the Biihops of Salifbury and 
Norwich, Robert Earl of Leiceiler, Reginald Earl of 
Cornwall, and two Knights Templars, came to the 
Archbifhop, and, throwing themfelves at his feet, 
intreated him not to carry things to extremity for fear 
of the confequences ; and prelled him to wait upon 
the King immediately, and make a public acknow- 
ledgment of his fubmiflion. The Archbifliop, over- 
ruled by the entreaties of thefe great men, waited on 
the King, and declared, in the prefence of the Clergy 
and Laity, that he was ready to conform to the an- 
cient laws of the kingdom. He, likewife, gave his 
Suffragans liberty to join in the fame declaration. 
Things being thus far adjufted, the King commanded 
all the Earls and Barons to withdraw, and prepare a 
draught of the laws of his grandfather King Henry. 
This being done, the draught was produced and read 
to the Bifhops, who, having fworn implicitly to the 
obferving of the King's laws, without inquiring into 
their contents, were not a little fhocked at hearing 
them read. Then the King ordered the Archbifhops 
and Biihops to put their feals to the inftrument ; and 
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were enacted, relating to the privileges of the Clergy, called from thence, ti& Conftitu* 
Hons of Clarendon (p). After the breaking up of this aflembly, Becker repenting of his 
compliance, retired from court ; and, by way of penance, fufpended hirnfelf from offi- 
ciating in the church, till he fhould receive abfolution from the Pope, then at Sens ( q). 
After this, defpairing of the King's favour [0], he endeavoured to make his efcape be- 
yond fea but before he could reach the coait of France, the wind turning againft him 
drove him back to England (r). Some pretend that the fhip's crew, repenting their luaejjfc/iM 
taking him on board, and fearing the King's difpleafure, tacked about in the middle 
of the voyage, and brought him back to the Englifti fhore(j). He immediately re- £^«va£ 
paired to Canterbury, where he found the King's officers plundering his palace; but, - " 13 * 
upon fight of the Archbifhop, they defifted. The King, to prevent Becket's farther 
attempts to convey hirnfelf into France, fummoned a Parliament at Northampton, 
which met in Ottober 1165. Here the Archbifhop was charged with failing in his 
duty and allegiance to the King [P] ; and, his defence not being allowed, he was 
fentenced [^] to forfeit all his goods and chattels (/). In the next place, a fuit was com- 
menced againft him, in the King's name, for five hundred pounds lent him when he 
was Chancellor; and an account was demanded from him of the profits of the vacant ab- 
bies and bifhoprics, of which he had the cuftody during his Chancellorffiip (it). Under 
thefe difficulties he confuked with the Bilbops, who were divided in their opinions [R]. 

And 
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the reft being ready to comply, Archbifhop Becket 
fwore he would never put his feal, nor give any other 
marks of his confent to that draught ; alleging, that 
he was made to believe his promife would be con- 
ilrued no farther than ceremony, and the paying the 
King a public refpeft before the great men of the 
kingdom. However, it was now too late to offer 
fuch excufes, and the Archbifhop was obliged to fign 
and feal the inflrument; one copy of which was 
lodged in Becket's hands, another with the Archbi- 
fhop of York, and a third among the records of the 
crown (26). 

[0] He defp aired of the King's favour.] Soon after 
the Convention of Clarendon, Rotro, Archbifhop of 
Roan, was difpatched by the Pope into England, to 
make up the breach between the King and the Arch- 
bilhop : but the King would by no means confent to 
an accommodation, unlefs the Conflitutions of Claren- 
don were confirmed by the Pope's Bull. This condi- 
tion being refufed, the King fent two of his Chap- 
lains to Pope Alexander, to defire that Roger, Arch- 
bifhop of York, might be made his Holinefs's Legate 
for all England ; but the Pope, being fenfible that 
this was intended to reftrain the jurifdiction of the 
Archbifhop of Canterbury, abfolutely refufed to com- 
ply with the requeft. Neverthelefs, being defirous 
to gratify the King, and make up the breach, he 
propofed to make the King his Legate for England ; 
but with this Provifo, that his Highnefs fhould not 
diftrefs the Archbifhop of Canterbury, or do any 
thing to his prejudice^ The King's Agents returned 
with the commiifion, and Henry would gladly have 
accepted the Legantine power ; but when he found 
it clogged with the above Provtfo, he was highly ex- 
afperated, and fent back the inflrument (27). 

[P] He was charged with failing in his duty and 
allegiance to the King.] It feems that John, the King's 
Marfhal, had claimed a manor or farm in the Arch- 
bifhop's court, as an eftate held of the church of 
Canterbury, and not having juftice done him, as he 
pretended, he difclaimed the Archbifhop's court ; 
and, having fworn the failure of juftice, according to 
the cuftom of thofe times, defigned to remove the 
caufe. The Archbifhop alleged, that John had no 
reafon to complain of hard ufage ; and that, when 
he difclaimed his court, inftead of making oath upon 
the four Gofpels, as the law required, he had fworn 
upon a Tropaz, or book of Old Church Hymns. 
However, John procured the King's writ, by which 
the Archbifhop was required to anfwer his complaint 
in the King's court. The Archbifhop did not make 
his appearance at the day, but fent four gentlemen 
to the King, with letters from hirnfelf, and the 
High-Sheriff of Kent, attefting the-mifin formation of 
John, and his defect of proof ; and alleging ficknefs k 
in excufe for his non-appearance. But this defence 
not being allowed, the Archbifhop was caft in the 
court by the Barons, and moll of the Bifhops, then 
prefent, for having failed in his duty and allegiance 
to the King, in not appearing upon his Highnefs's 
writ (28), 


[4>J He was fentenced— ] There was a difpute be- 
tween the Bifhops and Barons who fhou-ld pronounce 
judgment, each of them endeavouring to excufe them- 
felves, and decline the office. The Barons urged, 
that they were Laymen ; that the Spiritual Lords 
were of the Archbilhop's order, and that therefore 
the fentence was their bufinefs. To which the Bi- 
fhops replied, That the fentence not being ecclefi- 
aftical, but fecular, it belonged rather to the Tem- 
poral Lords. However, the King, being informed 
of the difpute, ordered the Biihop of Winchefter to 
pronounce fentence, which he did, though with 
great reluctance (29). 

[R] The Bifhops were divided in their opinions.] 
Gilbert, Bifhop of London, deiired the Archbifhop 
to confider, * how much he had been obliged and 

* promoted by the King ; that the juncture was crofs 

* and unfavourable ; and that if he perfifted in op- 

* pofing the King, he would not only ruin hirnfelf, 

* but involve the whole Englifh Church in the mif- 
c fortune ; whereas his fubmiffion might very pro- 

■ bably reftore his affairs, and recover the King's 
' favour.' Then Henry, Bifhop of Winchefter, de- 
livered his opinion, and declared, c That the mea- 
1 fures, advifed by the Bifhop of London, tended to 
c difable the Bifhops from difcharging their functions, 

* and were deftructive of the government of the 

* Church : For, fays he, if our Primate fets us fuch 
' a precedent of irrefolution and compliance, if a 
' Bilhop muft give up his authority, and defert his 

* charge, at the will and menaces of the Prince, what 
1 can we expect but that the government of the 

* Church will be quite unhinged, and every thing 

* managed by the arbitrary direction of the court ; 
1 and then, as the Scripture fays, // Jhall be as with 
' the people, fo with the prieft. % Hilary, Bifhop of 
Chichefter, who valued hirnfelf upon his rhetoric, 
fpoke next,^ and told the Archbifhop, * That, were 

* not the times unfavourable, and the Church em- 
' broiled, he fhould have been of the opinion laft de- 
« livered : But now, fince the Canons had not 

■ ftrength to bear up againft the prefent oppofition, 
4 he conceived a rigid infifting upon the authority of 
' the Church was very unfeafonable, and that reced- 

* ing and giving way was the only proper expedient ; 

* that they ou^ht to be governed bv the juncture, and 
' yield to the King's demands, left, by pcrfifting in 

* their non-compliance, they mi^ht be forced at laft 

< to an involuntary and difhonourable fubmiffion. 1 
Robert, Bifhop of Lincoln, fpoke much to the fame 
purpofe ; and fo did Bartholomew, Bilhop of Exeter, 
who added, * That, fince the feas ran high, they 

* ought to furl their fails, rather than perifh in the 

* ftorm ; and that fince the pcrfecutton was not gene- 

< ral, but levelled at a fingle perfon, it was better 
' that perfon, though their Primate, fhould fuffcr in 

* fome meafure, than that the whole Church of Eng. 

< land fhould be expofed to inevitable ruin.' Roger, 
Bifhop of Worcefter, being afked his opinion, told 
them, € he fhould not venture to give his advice in 
' the cafe : For, fays he, if I fhould affert, that a 

5 4 Prelate 
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And now, having in vain declared his appeal to the Pope, and finding himfclf oppofcd, 
and, at lad, deferted by his brethren, and all hopes of accommodation at an end [S], he 
privately withdrew from Northampton, and travelled to Lincoln difguifed, and attended 
only by two fervants \ and, after a great deal of fatigue [T], he reached the coaft, and 


getting 
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* Prelate ought to defert Ins charge for fear of the 

* King's difpleafure, and be frightened from doing 

* his duty, I mould fpeak againft my confcience, and 

* my ozvn mouth would condemn me ; but if I fhould 
4 propofe any methods of refitting the King's will, I 

* mould expofe myfelf to be informed againft, to be 
' thrown out of the King's protection, and treated 

* as an out-law : therefore I mall fufpend my opi- 
e rtion, and declare on neither fide.' Nigel, Bifhop 
of Ely, was fick of a palfy, and could not appear : 
And William, Bifhop of Norwich, fent to excufe his 
abfence, faying privately, « That God had fent the 
' Bifhop of Ely a very happy excufe, and that he 

* could have wifhed himfelf fcrecned under the fame 

(30) Gervaf. * misfortune (30).' 

wid. ul. 1390, [£] Having in vain declared bis appeal to the Pope, 

and finding himflf oppofed, and at lajt deferted \ by the 
Bifhops, and all hopes of accommodation at an end 9 &c] 
The day before he was to give in his anfwer to the 
charges brought again ft him, the greateft part of the 
Bifhops came to him, and intreated him for the fake 
of the Church, and his own fecurity, to moderate his 
terms, and refjgn to the King's pleafure, otherwife 
he mull expect to be fentenced as a Traitor, for fail- 
ing in his allegiance to his Sovereign, and breaking 
the antient cuiloms of the kingdom which he had 
fworn to keep. To this the Archbifhop anfwered, 

* That he owned himfelf inexcufable before God Al- 

* mighty for taking fo unlawful an oath ; but fince 

* it was better to retract a promife, though never fo 

* folemnly made, than to perifh by keeping it, he 

* was refolved to difengage himfelf, and not incur a 

* frefh guilt by the performance. I enjoin you there- 

* fore, fays he, to follow me in my refufal, and not 

* to encourage thofe proceedings which are in- 

* confident with the good government of the 

* Church. To fpeak freely, it is fcandalous in you, 

* not only to defert me under thefe difficulties, but 

* to join with the court, as you have lately done, 

* and fit in judgment upon your fpiritual father and 

* Archbifhop. I charge you, upon your Canonical 

* Obedience, to defift from thefe practices ; and, as 

* for myfelf, I appeal for juftice to the See of Rome 

(31) Id.ilid. 1 (31V The Bifhops finding Becket inflexible, left 

him, and went to the King. The Archbifhop like- 
wife, after he had officiated at divine fervice, came 
to court, with his crofs in his hand, and fat by him- 
felf in an anti-chamber, all the Bifhops and Tempo- 
ral Barons being called in to the King. The Arch- 
bifhop of York, and the Bifhops of London and He- 
reford, came to him, and advifed him to deliver the 
crofs. They told him, his carrying it himfelf would 
be conftrued an act of defiance ; and that, unlefs he 
defifted, he would find the King's weapons much 
fharper than his own. Becket anfwered, That the 
King's inftruments of punifhment could only deftroy 
the body ; but the fpiritual fword, if not avoided, 
would give a more fatal ftroke, and fend a man's foul 
-0 Guild t0 Hell (32). The Bifhops reported this anfwer to 
<Sit. utofupra t tne King, who was highly difpleafed with Becket's 
p. 26. appealing to the Pope, and fent the Earls and Barons 

R. Hovcd. ubi to him, to put him in mind of his oath at Clarendon, 
fvpra, p. 495. by which he had engaged to obferv* the cufloms of 
the realm, and fubmit to the Royal prerogative. But 
the Archbifhop perfifted in his appeal to the Pope : 
The King preffed the Bifhops to join with the Barons, 
and proceed to fentence againft him. The Prelates 
excufed themfelves, alledging the prohibition they had 
lately received from their Primate, who would not 
fail to excommunicate them for their difobedience. 
The King urged their allegiance to the Crown, and 
their oath at Clarendon, which Becket's prohibition 
ought not to over-rule. Upon this they repaired 
ao-ain to the Archbifhop, and reprefented to him the 
obligations they lay under by the Conftitutions of 
Clarendon ; one of which was, that the Bifhops 
fhould be prefent at all trials of the great men, till 
the court came to pronounce fentence for the taking 
away life or limb. The Archbifhop replied, That 
nothing which was promifed at Clarendon ought to 
be wrefted to the prejudice of the Church ; and that 
Vol. IL 


if the contents of their oath were repugnant to the 
doctrine of the Church, and the laws of God, it 
ought not to be kept. He told them, a Chriftian 
King, who had fworn to maintain the liberties of the 
Englifh Church, could have no prerogative incon- 
fiftent with that engagement ; and as to themfelves, 
if they had gone too far in their compliance at Cla^ 
rendon, they ought not to perfift in their miflake. 
and plead one fault in excufe of another ; but fhould 
rather recollect themfelves, and courageoufly endea- 
vour to recover the ground they had loft (33). Upon (33) Gul. Cant, 
this the Bifhops came to a refolution not to fit in ft 27— 31. 
judgment upon the Archbifhop. Nevertheless, to 
give the King fome fatisfaction, they promifed to 
profecute him in the court of Rome, and to get him 
depofed ; and going in a body to the Archbifhop, 
they told him, that they had hitherto acknowledged 
and obeyed him as their Primate, but that, fince he 
had fo grofsly failed in his duty to the King, and 
broke the laws he had fworn to obferve, they could 
no longer confider him under that character ; that 
they difclaimed his authority, and put themfelves and 
their churches under the protection of the Pope, be- 
fore whom they cited him to appear, to anfwer the 
charge they intended to bring againft him (34). (14) Gervaf. 
When the Bifhops had made this remonftrance they ubi fupra, c»i 
withdrew, and fat by themfelves, and the King or- 1 3 11 - 
dered the Temporal Lords to proceed to fentence 
againft the Archbifhop. The Earl of Leicefter having 
enlarged upon the Conftitutions of Clarendon, and 
charged the Archbifhop with high-treafon in breaking 
them, was preparing, in the name of the reft, to 
pronounce fentence, when Becket rofe up, and told 
them they were Laymen, and had no* authority to fit 
in judgment upon their Archbifhop. He charged the 
Earl of Leicefter therefore not to be fo hardy as to 
pronounce fentence againft his fpiritual father. He 
declared he had appealed to an higher court, which 
was enough to bar their proceedings, fuppofmg he 
had been otherwife within their jurifdiction. Upon 
this, without ftaying for their fentence, he walked 
out of the court, and being purfued with reproaches 
of perjury and treafon, he turned back, and with a 
ftern look replied, That, were it not for the reftraints 
of his character, and the regards of Religion, he 
fhould be ready to difprove the calumny, and defend 
his honour with his fword. The King being in- 
formed of his going away, ordered proclamation to 
be made, that no man fhould outrage him or his re- 
tinue with ill language, or give him any difturb- 
ance (35). ( 3S \ id. \b. c,I. 

[T J After a great deal of fatigue, Sec] He tra- ^393* 
veiled all the way to Lincoln on foot, and front pwl. Cant. IWA 
thence by water to a little folitary ifland, where he p * 3 ** 
refted three days. From thence he bent his courfe 
eaftward, in order to gain fome port where he might 
take fhipping. After travelling eight days, he ar- 
rived at a fmall town dependant on the church of 
Canterbury, where his extreme wearinefs obliged him 
to ftop for fome time, lying concealed in a chamber 
belonging to an Ecclefiaftic, to whom he discovered 
himfelf. Upon his arrival in Flanders, not being 
willing to make himfelf known, he travelled on fuoc 
through very rough ways, and in a very rainy feafon, 
till his ftrength being quite fpent, he fell to the 
ground, and could walk no farther. His few at- 
tendants, with fome difficulty, procured him a very 
bad horfe, without bridle or faddle, upon which they 
laid their cloaks. In this equipage he was met by 
fome foldiers, who, having heard of his flight, aiked 
him, If he was not the Archbifhop of Canterbury ? 
He replied, with great pre fence of mind, This is not 
the equipage of an Archbifhop of Canterbury ; upon 
which they let him pafs. At Graveline, the inn- 
keeper where he lodged, having likewife heard that 
the Archbifhop of Canterbury was fled from North- 
ampton, and confidering the manners and behaviour 
of his gueft, fancied this mult be he, and with this 
perfuanon threw himfelf at his feet, and intreated his 
blefling. Becket, being fatisfied of this man's fm- 
cerity, difcovered himfelf to him without referve, 
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getting on board a veflfel, arrived at Graveline in Holland, and from thence retired to the 
monaftery of St. Bertin in Flanders (w). The King immediately eonfifcated the revenues 
of the archbifhopric (x) \ and at the fame time fent embaflits to the King of France, and 
the Earl of Flanders, to prevail with thefe Princes not to afford Becket flicker in their do- 
minions. But, not fucceeding at the French court [[/], Henry fent a Iplendid embafly to 
the Pope[7F], defiringhis Holinefs would fend Legates into England, to accommodate 
matters between his Highnefs and the Archbifhop (y). In the mean time, Becket came 
from St. Bertin to Soiffons, where the King of France paid him a vifit, and offered him 
prote&ion, and a maintenance fuitable to his dignity. But the Archbifhop declined the 
latter part of the offer, and foon after repaired to Sens, where he was honourably received 
by the Pope, into whofe hands, at a private audience, he refigned the archbifhopric 
of Canterbury [X] \ but was prefently reftored to his charadler by the Pope, who 
promifed to take care of him and his intereft. From Sens the Archbifhop removed to 
Pontigny, an abbey in Normandy, where he refided almoft two years, fpending his 
time in religious exercifes (2). From hence he wrote an expoftulatory letter to King 
Henry \T\ y then at Chinon in Touraine, and another to his Suffragans, the Bifhops of 

England [Zj, 


and was entertained with great refpeft and civility by 
him. From Graveline he continued his journey to St. 
Omer, and there retired to the Monaftery of St. Ber- 
tin, where Godefcal the Abbot and the Monks re- 
ceived him very affectionately (36). 

[U] Henry, not fucceeding at the French court, &c] 
The King's AmbaHadors were, Gilbert Foliot, Biihop 
of London, and Wiiiiam, Earl of Arundel. When 
they opened their commiflion, the French King, 
hearing Becket itiled the late Archbifhop of Canter- 
bury, feemed to be mocked, and alked, Who had de- 
prived him ? * I am a King, fays he, no lefs than your 

* matter, and yet I have no authority to deprive the 

* leaft clerk in my dominions.' In (hort, the more 
earneft the Englifh were to get the Archbifhop driven 
out of France, the more Lewis feemed to efpoufe his 
caufe. To this purpofe he fent his Almoner to Pppe 
Alexander, then at Sens, to requeft his Holinefs, that 
if he had any Regard for the honour of the Roman- 
Church, or the friendfhip and afliitance of France, he 
would give all the countenance poffible to Thomas, 
Archbifhop of Canterbury, and protect him againit 
the tyrant of England (37). The King of France 
feems to have had a political view in protecting Tho- 
mas Becket. He was in hopes this quarrel between 
the King and the Archbifhop would fo embarrafs the 
public affairs of England, that France might reap 
fome confiderable advantage thereby. 

\W] The King fent a fplendid embaffy to the Pope*] 
The EmbafTadors were, Roger Archbifhop of York, 
Henry Bifhop of Winchefter, Gilbert Bifhop of Lon- 
don, Hilary Biihop of Chichelter, and Bartholomew 
Bifhop of Exeter ; Guido Rufus, Richard Iveceftre, 
and John of Oxford, Clerks ; William Earl of Arun- 
del, Hugo de GundeviV Bernard de St. Valerie, and 
Henry Fitz- Gerald, with fome others. They found 
the Pope and Cardinals at Sens in Champaigne. 
Being admitted to an audience, the Bifhops of Lon- 
don and Chichefter opened the charge againft Arch- 
bifhop Becket with great vehemence and aggravation. 
They reprefented to his Holinefs, that Becket had 
quarrelled with the King his mafter, upon the mofl 
trifling occafion : That he was a perfon of too much 
heat, obftinacy, and fmgularity, and would make no 
allowances for the difadvantage of the times : That 
his proceedings were fo indefenfible and dangerous, 
they were forced to break with him : That, in order 
to blemifh the reputation of the King, and of his 
brethren the Bifhops, he had pretended danger when 
there was none, and withdrawn unneceflarily out of 
the kingdom. This fpeech was feconded by the 
Archbifhop of York, and the Bifhop of Exeter. The 
Earl of Arundel, though he was not fcholar enough 
to underftand what the Bifhops had faid in Latin, yet 
perceiving, by the countenances of the Pope and Car- 
dinals, that their rugged manner was not relifhed, 
delivered himfelf in Englifh with more fmoothnefs 
and addrefs. He acknowledged his Holinefs's fupre- 
macy in the fulled manner : he put him in mind of 
the favours he had received from his mafter, and how 
firm he continued to his intereft. As to Becket, he 
owned him to If a perfon of great abilities, and 
highly qualified for his ftation - ? but faid that he was, 
in the opinion of many, thought to infift a little too 
much upon niceties. He intreated his Holinefs, 
therefore, to take this matter into his confideration, 
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and pitch upon fome expedient to put an end to this 
unhappy mifunderftanding. The moderation of the 
Earl's harangue was very much applauded ; and the 
Pope told him, that fince they defired his Legates 
might decide the matter, he would take care to fend 
them. The Biihop of London demanded of his Ho- 
linefs with what powers the Legates were to be fur- 
nifhed ? The Pope replied, He would give them a 
fufheient latitude in their inftructions. But, faid the 
Bifhop of London, we deftre they may be empowered 
to decide the matter without farther appeal. The 
Pope anfwered, That privilege is my glory, which I 
will not give to another. His Holinefs, likewife, told 
the ArnbafTadors that he expeded the Archbifhop in 
a few days, and defired they would wait his arrival. 
But the time fet them by the King being expired, 
they took their leave, and returned to England (38). 

[X] He refigned the Archbifhopric of Canterbury into 
the hands of the Pope.] He pretended that his election 
was not canonical, and that his ftrength was not pro- 
portioned to the difficulty of the charge ; upon which 
he took off his ring, and gave it to the Pope. Then 
the Archbifhop withdrew, and left the Pope and Car- 
dinals to confult upon the point. Some of the Car- 
dinals were pleafed with the refignation, and faid they 
had now a fair opportunity of giving the King of 
England fatisfadtion, by putting a more acceptable 
perfon into the Church of Canterbury ; and as for 
Becket, it would be no difficult matter to make pro- 
vifion for him another way. But the majority were 
of a quite different fentiment. They argued that 
Becket had ventured his life and fortunes in defence 
of the fpiritual authority, and that, if the Archbifhop 
funk in the conteft, the reft of the Bifhops of the Ca- 
tholic Church would fink with him, and the Pope's 
power dwindle and be loft : it was therefore neceflary 
to reftore this Prelate to his poft, and to ftand by 
him, who had entered the lifts in behalf of the whole 
Church (39). 

[T] He wrote a letter to King Henry.] In the be- 
ginning of this letter he puts the King in mind * how 
? faithfully he had ferved him in his Chancellorfhip ; 

* that he looked upon his Highnefs in a double capa- 

* city, both as his Sovereign and his fpiritual Son ; 
1 that, as his Sovereign, he was obliged to pay him 
i a profound regard, and offer him his bpft advice ; 

* and as he was his fpiritual Son, that relation obltred 
1 him to theexercife of difcipline, when occafion°re- 
' quired.' Afterwards he proceeds to fug?;eft, ? That 
' the Church of God confifts of two orders,°the Clergy 

< and the Laity ; that the government of the Church 

* is intrufted with the firft, and the management of 

* fecular affairs with the latter. Now fince it is cer- 
f tain, fays the Archbifhop, that Kings receive their 

< authority from the Church, and not the Church 
« her's from them, but from our Saviour ; for this 
€ reafon your Highnefs ought not to direct the cen- 
1 fures of the Church, to fubjed the Clergy to the 
' fecular courts, or to take cognizance of any eccle- 
« fiaftical matters whatever,' After citing fome texts 
of Scripture againft unrighteous laws, and oppr effing the 
poor in judgment, he goes on, and defires the King 

* to hearken to the advice of his liege fubject, the 

* admonition of his Bifhop, and the correction of his 
■ fpiritual father. It is well known, fays he, with 
1 what regard you have treated the Pope, and what 

1 fuitable 
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England [Z\ acquainting them, that the Pope had annulled the Conftitutions of 
Clarendon, and relealcd them from their obligation to obferve them {a ). From hence, 
likewife, he illued out excommunicqjions ayainft various perions, who had oppofed, or 
violated, the rights of the Church (b). Theie letters and excommunications proved of 
no icrvice to his intereft, but rather tended to exafperate men's minds againft him- The 
King Specially was fo provoked at Becket's excommunicating feveral of his great officers 
and immediate attendants, that he proceeded fo far, as to banifh, with circumftances of 
cruelty, all the Archbilhop's relations (c) [AA~\. He wrote, likewife, to the General 
Chapter of the Cittcrtians, expreffing his diipleafure at their entertaining Becket, and 
threatening to feize all their eltates in his dominions, unlefs they drove him from the abbey 
of Pontigny. Upon this the Archbifhop retired to Sens, and from thence, at the King 
of France's recommendation, to the abbey of St. Columba, where he was entertained four 
years (d). In the mean time, the Bilhops of the province of Canterbury, juftly dread- 
ing the ill confequencrs of this difpute to the peace and welfare of the Church, wrote a 
letter to the Archbifhop [BB]> acquainting him with their fentiments concerning his 

conduft ; 
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fuitable returns his Holinefs has made your High- 
nefs. I eniTcriiyou, therefore, as you tender the 

* intereft of your own foul, not to leflen the privileges 

* of the Church of Rome, but permit her the fame 

* liberty in your kingdoms which me enjoys in other 
parts of Chriftendcm ; and that your Highnefs 

* would remember the folemn promife you made, 

* and the oath you took at your coronation, to pro- 
ted the Church of God in all her rights and privi- 

' leges. I farther entreat your Highnefs to reftore 

* the Church of Canterbury to the condition it was in 
under your predeceflbrs and mine ; that you would 

c return the towns, caitles, and lordlhips, belonging 
to the Church, which you have feized and difpofed 

* of, and all other effects and eftates, taken either 

* from my Clerks, or the Laity, my tenants ; and 
that you would permit me to return with fafety and 
freedom to my See ; which if you pleafe to grant, 

* you fhall find me ready to ferve you with all ima- 
ginable regard, fidelity, and affection, faving the 
duty I owe to God Almighty, the refpeft due to 
the Church of Rome, and the privileges of my or- 

* der : But if your Highnefs fhall think fit to refufe 
this my requeft, you will certainly feel the fad con- 

* fequences of fuch a refolution, and draw down the 
f divine vengeance upon your head (40).' 

[Z] He wrote a letter to bis Suffragans the Bijbop s 
of England,] He begins his complaint againft them 
in the language of the Scripture : \ Why do you not, 

* fays be, my beloved brethren, rife up with me againft 

* the wicked^ and take my part againft the evil doers ? 
c Do ye not know, that God will deftroy thofe who 

* feek to pleafe men, and make flattery and intereft 

* their bulinefs ? They ft all be confounded, becaufc God 

* hath defpifed them. Your wifdoms muft needs be 

* fenfible, that not to oppofe error is to approve it ; 

* and that truth, by not being defended, is betrayed. 

* This being confidered, we are no longer juiHfiable 

* in our forbearance towards the King, neither is this 

* paflive temper of any fervice to the Church of Cod. 

* I look upon it, therefore, as a dangerous thing to 
' let difcipline ileep any longer, and to fuffer the 

* Church of God and the Clergy to be fo exceedingly 
' harafled by the King without cenfure and animad- 

* verfion, efpecially fince I have frequently endea- 

* voured, by letters, meffages, and all other methods 

* imaginable, to bring his Highnefs to a better dif- 

* pofition. And fince all my advice and remon- 

* ftrances have proved ineffectual, I have been forced 

* upon a farther remedy, and, after imploring the 

* divine afli fiance, have publickly condemned and 

< annulled thofe unrighteous cuftoms, which have fo 

* miferably embroiled and wailed the Church. We 

* have likewife excommunicated all thofe who obferve 

* or defend them. And as to you Bifhops, who have 

* fo unfortunately entered into engagements prejudi- 

* cial to the Church, we have, by the divine autho- 

* rity committed to us, abfolved you from the obli- 
c gation. Who can make the leall doubt, that Bi- 
e mops, commiflioned by our Saviour, ought to be 
e looked upon as the inftructors and fathers of Kings 

< and Princes, no lefs than of the reft of the faithful ? 
r Is it not ftrange, then, that the fon fhould attempt 
c to invert this relation, and to force his father under 
r unreafonable engagements ; notwithstanding he be- 
E lieves, at the fame time, that this fpiritual parent 
c has an authority which will reach him both in this 


* world and the other? That we may not, therefore, 

* involve ourfelves in the guilt of thefe practices, we 

* have declared againft the authority of thofe unrea- 

* fonable Conftitutions, and annulled the Articles, 

* efpecially thefe following : That there Jball be no ap- 

* peals made to the Apoftolic See without leave from the 
€ King : That it jball not be lawful for any Archbiftwp 
' or Bijbop to depart the kingdom, and attend the Pope 

* upon his fummons without the Ki Jig's licence : That it 

* Jball not be lawful for any Bijbop to excommunicate any 
1 perfon who holds of the King in capite, or put any of 
' his minifters under an inter die! , without leave from the 
t King : That no Bijbop JJoall call any perfon to account 

* for perjury, or breach of promife : That Clerks Jball be 
' obliged to make their appearance in fecular courts on 

' profecution : That the Laity jball have cognisance con- * 

* cerning pleas of tythes, and other ccclcftajiical matters * 
The Archbifhop proceeds to acquaint the Prelates, 
that he had excommunicated John of Oxford for 
ufurping the Deanry of Salilbury, contrary to his and 
the Pope's mandate ; alfo Richard de Iveceftre for ad- 
hering to the Anti-pope, againft Alexander III. ; 
likewife Richard de Lucy, and Jocelin de Baliol, for 
being concerned in drawing up the Conftitutions of 
Clarendon ; and Ralph de Brock, Hugo de St. Clare, 
and Thomas Fitz-Bernard, for making feizure of the 
revenues of the Church of Canterbury. After which 
he concludes thus : * As to the perfon of our Sove- 

* reign Lord the King, we have hitherto forborn to 
f exert any cenfure, hoping that time and the grace 
1 of God might bring him to recollection ; though 

* unlefs he quickly retrieves this wrong ftep, we 
c fhall be forced to make ufe of our authority againft 

« him (4.1).' (4O U ib. 

[A A] The King banijhed — all the Arcbbijbofs re- ** 49 s * 499' 
latiopis.] He fpared neither age nor fex ; for children 
in the cradle, and women in childbed, were in- 
volved in the fentence, and driven beyond fea. And, 
to aggravate the rigour of the punifhment, thefe un- 
fortunate exiles were compelled to take an oath, that 
they would travel directly to Pontigny, and fhew 
themfelves to the Archbifhop. An order, likewife, 
was publifhed in England, forbidding all perfons 
from correfponding with him by letters, fending him 
any money, or fo much as praying for him in the 
churches (42). (4O Gervaf. ubi 

[Bg] The Bijhops of the province of Canterbury /"/' r -« 
■ wrote a letter to the Arcbbijbop.] They ac- 

quainted him, that they were in hopes he would have 
abated fomewhat of his obftinacy. J We were much 

* pleafed, fay they, with the manner of your living 
' beyond fea : 'Twas reported, there was no appear- 
e anee of ambition about you ; that you had embraced 

* a voluntary poverty, fpending your time in reading 

* and prayer, and other fpiritual exercifes. This con- 

* duct, we hoped, might open a way to a reconcilia- 
' tion between the King and you. But now we un- 

* dcrftand, that you have threatened his Highnefs with 

* the cenfures of the Church ; which is the ready 

* way to widen the breach, and render an accommo- 
' dation impracticable. We, therefore, entreat you 
c to alter your conduct, and not multiply provoca- 
' tions ; to give over menaces, and try the effects of 
' patience and humility; v to commit your caufe to 
' God, and throw yourfelf upon the King's cle- 
c mency. This is the moll likely means to revive 
i charity and good humour, and bring thofe you 

* have 
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conduft to which Becket returned an anfwer (0 [CC]. Matters {landing thus, Pope 
Alexander fent two Cardinals, William and Otho, into France, to adjuft the difpute be- 
tween the King and the Archbifhop [DD] : but thefe Legates, finding both parties, in- 
flexible, gave over the attempt, and returned to Rome (f). In the beginning^ the year 
11*7, Becket was prevailed upon, by the Pope's agents, and feveral perfons oi d.l- 
tinftion, to make a fubmiffion to the King of England, at an interview between that 
monarch and the King of France, at Mount Miral in Champaigne •, but, at the lame 
time, his obftinacy, in refufing to do it without any referve, rendered it ineffectual, and 
the breach continued as wide as ever (g) [EE]. By this behaviour the Archbifhop ruined 
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* have difobliged to a more placable temper; whereas 
' your prefene behaviour tends only to inflame and 
« exafperate, and lays you under the imputation of 

* ingratitude : For it is well known, how bountiful 

* a patron the King has been to you, and from how 

* flender a beginning he has raifed you to the higheft 

* dignity. So great a favourite you were during your 

* being Chancellor, that you were courted by the 

* King's fubjefts from one end of his dominions to 

* the other, and it was thought preferment but to 

* pleafe you. And left a fecular employment mould 

* too much endanger your virtue, the King was wil- 

* ling to put you in a fafer poll. But this was only a 

* tranfplanting from one rich foil to another, and re- 

* -moving you from an eminence in the State, to the 
€ higheft ftation in the Church. To this poft the 
1 King preferred you, notwithftanding the Emprefs 

* his mother, the Nobility, and Clergy, endeavour- 

* ed to difl'uade him from it. But his Highnefs pro- 
1 mifed himfelf great things from your promotion, 

* and that you would prove a confiderable fupport to 

* his government : if therefore you difappoint the 

* King's expectations, and prove ungrateful to his 
< bounty, how muft your reputation fufFer in the opi- 

* nion of the world ?' From hence they proceed to 
fuggeft, that his obftinacy might endanger Pope Alex- 
ander's authority, and withdraw the King from his 
communion : That the King, in referring the dif- 
ference to the Englifh Church, had made a fair over- 
ture ; and that to proceed to interdicts and excommu- 
nications, after fuch an offer, was againft all equity, 
and all law ecclefiaftical and civil. i Now to prevent, 

* fay they, exerting your authority againft the King 
c and kingdom, to the difturbance of our diocefes, 

* and the prejudice and difgrace of the Holy Roman 

* Church ; and to make your own confufion the 

* greater ; we appeal once more to the Pope ; and 

* we give you notice to be ready on Afcenfion-day 

* next cn filing (43).' 

[CC] The Archbijhop' s answer.'] He tells the Bi- 
fhops, * How much he was furprifed at the contents 

* of their letter, which, confidering the unfriendly 

* and fatiiical ftyle in which it was written, he could 

* fcarcely believe was dictated by general confent.' 
He was amazed, **hat they mould treat him with 

* fuch roughnefs and difaffection, fince he had ex- 

* pofed himfelf to fo many hard (hips upon their ac- 

* count.' He advifes them * to fear God rather than 

* man, and to facrifice their lives, if need be, for the 

* irttereft of the Church ;' telling them, that, * in 

* the caufe of God, they ought not to be afraid of 

* perfecution or difpleafure from the court.' He 
cautions them, * not to confound the notions of 

* Church and State, but to confider, that the powers 
1 of thefe two foci e ties were diftinct from each other.' 
He infills upon the vindication of ' his conduct: in 

* England,' and challenges them to prove 1 the leaft 
■ inftance of opprcflion at his hands.' He fets forth, 
with great vehemency, 1 the fe verity of the fentence 

* palled on him at Northampton ; how he was ftript 

* of all his revenues, and perfecuted in his friends 

* and relations.' He treats their € reproaching him 
ff with ingratitude,' and * that he was promoted to 

* the See of Canterbury purely by the Royal favour, 

* and againft the inclination of the whole kingdom,' 
as a direct calumny, and challenges them ' to name 

* but fo much as one perfon that declared his diflike 

* at his election.' As to their ' upbraiding him with 

* the meannefs of his birth and original ftation ;' he 
replies, ' It was true, he wa,s not defcended from a 
4 long line of Princes ; but that of the two, he had 

* rather work out his own diftinction, and derive his 
f quality from virtue and merit, than be the dege- 

* nerate iffue of an illuftrious family.' As to the 
charge of ingratitude, he tells them, « the freedom 
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< he had taken with the King, in remonftrating 

< againft his late proceedings, was no failure ^of re- 

< fpect, but rather a fervice to his Prince;' and, 

■ that he muft have anfwered for the King's mifcar- 
« riages, if he had been filent/ He adds, that « m 

< cafe he mould be forced to make ufe of his autho- 
« rity farther, and come to the laft extremity, the 
1 King could have no reafon to complain, having aJ- 
« ready had fufficient admonition and warning of his 
« errors.' As to the danger they fuggeft, of ' the 
1 King's withdrawing himfelf and his fubjects from 
r the communion of the See of Rome,' he hopes, 

* his Highnefs will never apply to fo unhappy an ex- 
4 pedient.' He tells them, that ' the bare mention 
1 of fuch a thought carries infection with it, and may 
? do dif-fervice to the people.' As to what they 
urged, that * the King was willing to remit the dif- 
1 ference on foot to the arbitration of the Englifh 

* Church,' he replies, that, « in the firft place, the 

* Bifhops had declared too much partiality againft 
' him, to be fit judges ; and befides, he never read, 
1 that inferiors had any authority over their fupe- 
I riors, or Suffragans any right to be judges of their 

* Metropolitans,' Towards the clofe of the letter, 
he makes a kind of application to the King, * en- 

* treating him not to think reformation any difad- 

* vantage to, or repentance any diminution of, the 

■ Royal dignity.' Laftly, he defires his Suffragans 
to pray for him, * that his conftancy may not fink 

* under his afflictions, but that he may fay, with the 
« Apoftle, that neither life, nor death, nor angels, nor 
' principalities, nor any other creature, Jhall be able 

■ to feparate him from the lo've of God (44*. 
[DD] The Pope fent two Cardinals — to adjuft 

the difpute between the King and the Archbijhop.] 
They had a conference with the Archbifhop near Gi- 
fors ; from whence they repaired to the King of Eng- 
land, whom they found refolved not to make any 
farther propofals. King Henry complained to the 
Legates, that all the miferies and confufions of the 
war were occafioned by Becket, who, he faid, had 
ftirrcd up the King of France, and the Earl of Flan- 
ders, to attack him. But, when the Legates came to 
the King of France, that Prince cleared Becket of 
this imputation, and declared, he had always advifed 
peace (45). Becket himfelf has given us an account (45) Gcrvaf, ubi 
of what paired at the conference between him and the f u P ra > col » H 02 * 
Pope's Legates, in a letter addreffed to his Holinefs 
upon that occafion (46) ; to which the reader is re- 
ferred. 

[EE] He made his fubmifjion to the King of England 
— — — nenjerthelefs the breach continued as wide as 
e'ver.] A rumour had been fpread, that the King in- 
tended to undertake the Crufade, provided the affairs 
of the Church were fettled to his fatisfaction. The 
profpedt of this expedition made the Pope prefs an 
accommodation, and the Archbifhop not unwilling 
to comply. When he came, therefore, into the pre- 
fence, he threw himfelf at the King's feet, and was 
immediately raifed by his Highnefs. He behaved 
himfelf in his addrefs with great fubmiffion, entreated 
the King's favour to the Church of England, and at- 
tributed the paft disturbances to his own mifconduct. 
In the conclufion he made the King the umpire of the 
difference between them, facing the honour of God. 
The King of England was enraged at this claufe of 
refervation, and faid to the King of France, that 
whatever Becket did not relifh, he would be fure to 
pronounce contrary to the honour of God. * How- 
4 ever, added the King, to {hew my inclination to 

* accommodate matters, I will make him this propo- 

* fition : I have had many predeceffors, Kings of 
1 England, fome greater, and fome inferior to my- 

* felf ; there have been likewife many pre at and holy 

* men in the See of Canterbury. Let Becket, there- 

* fore, 
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all his intereft both with the Englifli and French Nobility ; and the King of France im- 
mediately made him fenfible of his difpleafure, by withdrawing from him his penfion. 
But he foon recovered that monarch's favour (b) [FFJ. And now Becket proceeding in 
his cenfnres, the Pope, at the inllance of King Henry, dilpatched two other Legates to 
the Englifh court, with letters to the King [GG] full of complaifance and refpe£t (?) But 
this expedient failed likewife of fuccefs | ////], through the jealoufy of the Legates (k). 
Things continued in this pofture till the year 11 69, when endeavours were again uled to 
accommodate matters, at a fecond interview between the Kings of England and France; 
but to no purpofr, the Archbifhop rerufing to comply, becaufe Henry perfifted in deny- 
ing him the kifs of peace [J/J. After this, Henry, fearing left Becket fhould procure aa 
interdict to be laid upon his dominions, ordered all his rLnglifh fubjetts, above fifteen 
years of age, to take an oath, by which they renounced the authority of Archbifhop 
Becket and Pope Alexander : but, though moil of the Laity complied with this teft of 
their loyalty, few or none of the Clergy could be induced to fubferibe it (I). The next 
year, King Hmry being returned into England, and having caufed his (on Prince Henry 
to be crowned at Weftminfter (where the ceremony was performed by Roger, Archbifhop 
of York, without any proteftation made to fave the privilege of the Archbifhop of Can- 
terbury, to whofe See that office of right belonged), Becket complained of this injury 
done him to the Pope, who fufpended the Archbifhop of York, and excommunicated the 
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' fore, but pay me the fame regard, and own my au- 

* thority fo far, as the greateil of his predeceffors 

* owned that of the lead of mine, and I am fatisfied. 

* And, as I never forced him out of England, I give 

* him leave to return at his pleafure ; and am willing 

* he mould enjoy his archbifhopric, with as ample 

* privileges as any of his predeceffors.' Upon this 
the whoie audience declared aloud, thai the King had 
gone far enough in his condei" enficns. And the 
King of France, being fo me What furprif^d at the 
Archbifhop's filence, alked him, why he heiitatea to 
accept fuch honourable conditions of peace ? The 
Archbifhop replied, he was willing to receive his See 
upon the terms his predeceffors held it : But as for 
thofe cuftom;, which broke in upon the canons, he 
could not admit them. When th r e who endeavoured 
to compofe the difference perceive I things tending to 
a rupture, they pulled the Archbifhop ouc of the pre- 
fence, and pre fled him to fubmit to the King's terms. 
But he, looking upon this as a betraying the caufe of 
religion, rejected their advice. And thus the meet- 
ing broke up without effect (47). 

[FF] He foon recovered the King of France's favour,] 
When Becket found himfelf deftitute of the means of 
fupporting himfelf and his family, he refolved to dif- 
mifs his retinue, and go a-begging, Bui, before he 
could put this fancy in practice, the King of France 
unexpectedly fent for him. The Archbilhop thought, 
that the bufmefs was to banifh him the kingdom ; in 
which opinion he was farther confirmed by the man- 
ner of his reception ; for the King appeared dill ur bed, 
and did not rife to him, according to cuftom. But, 
after a confiderable fdence, the King of France role 
up nattily, burft into tears, and throwing himfelf at 
the Archbifhop's feet, accofted him with thefe words : 

* My Lord, you are the only difcerning perfon : no 

* body's eyes have been open upon this occafion, but 

* your's. As for us, who adviled you to wave the 
< mention of God's honour, to humour a mortal man, 

* we were all no better than Hark blind. Father, I 

* am forry for what I have done : I entreat your par- 

* don, and that you would abfolve me for my mif- 

* behaviour : And as for my perfon and kingdom, 

* they are both at your fervice (48).' Whether the 
King of France repented of his behaviour towards 
Becket from a religious motive, or pretended to do fo 
through policy, and for reafons of ftate, is not eafily 
determined. However, the Archbifhop was hand- 
somely accommodated at Sens, and fared the better 
for the different interelh of the French and Englifh 
courts (49). 

[GG] The Pope's letter to King Henry.] Amongft 
other things, he acquaints the King, that he had fur- 
nifhed the Legates with full power to fettle the mat- 
ters in difpute between his Highnefs and the Arch- 
bifhop, and to determine any other difference which 
mould happen to arife. He informs the King far- 
ther, that he had retrained the Archbifhop from 
exercifing his authority to the difad vantage either of 
his Highnefs, or any of his minifters. And in cafe 
the Archbifhop mould pronounce any cenfure againft 
the King or kingdom, his Holinefs declares the fen- 
tence null and void. And, if neceffity required, the 
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King had the liberty of publishing the Pope's letter, 
otherwife he was earneftly deiired to keep it fecret. 
And, to give farther iatisfaction, he orders the Le- 
gates to abfolve thofe of the K ng's council and court 
who lay under excommunication (50). Pope Alex- (50) R. Hoved. 
ander feems to have been apprehenfive, left the King- vhjvpra, 
mould break off from the communion of the Roman 
Church, or at leaft declare for the Anti-Pope, fup- 
povte^! by the Emperor. 

[HH\ This expedient failed of fuccefs ] The Le- 
gatee were, Gratian, the late K>pe's nephew; and 
Vivian, an Advocate in the Court of Rome. Thefe 
men quickly agreed, as it was thought, the difference 
between the King and the Archbifhop; the King 
confenting that Becket might return into England, 
and enjoy the revenues and junfdiaion of his See, 
facing the honour of the croivn. The Englifh court 
being now in France, Vivian had orders to go into 
England, to abfolve thofe who were excommuni- 
cated ; and Gratian was to ufe his irueref! - : th Arch- 
bifhop Becket to finifh the agreement. But the King 
ha/i rig occafion to remove the next morning, the 
Legate b*gan to fufpeel that there might be a linifter 
meaning in the faving chuifc, and therefore rcfufed 
to ftand to the articles. Up n this, the King fent 
an expoftuhtory letter to the Pope ; in whi h, having 
related the above-mentioned circumllances, hp tells 
his Holinefs, that, if he continued his p>arr3alities r t6 
Archbifhop Becket, and ^id not reftr^in him from 
difturbing me kingdom with his excommunications, 
he fhould defpair of juftice from the See of * Rome, 
and be forced to take other meafures for the fecurity 
and peace of his crown and dominions (51). ($0 Rymer*6 

[// The Archbijhnp reffed to comply, for being de- ¥ * dera * &c * 
nied the kifs of peace, j The King had cond^fcended om * u * ' 
fo far, as to ebnfent, without any claufe of referva- 
tion, that the Archbifhop mould' enjoy his See, with 
the privileges of his pi edeceflbrs, and offered a thou- 
fand marks to defray the expence of his voyage into 
England. The Archbifhop, who was pre fent, replied, 
that he had been damaged to the value of thirty 
thoufand marks, and that, without refutation, the 
guilt of injuflice would remain. However, at the 
inftance of the King of France, and the nobility of 
both kingdoms, he dropped his claim to the money, 
and fubmitted to the King's offer. And now, the 
terms being adjufted, Becket, in purfuance of the 
Pope's inftrudlions, de fired fecurity for the articles. 
And when both the French and Englifh court told 
him, fuch a demand was not to be infifted upon to 
a Sovereign, he faid, he defired no more than that 
the King would do him the honour of the cufromary 
falute (ofculum pads), as a mark of his favour and 
friendship. King Henry replied, he fhould willingly 
have gratified this requefl, had he not once fwore in 
a paflion, never to falute the Archbifhop on the 
cheek ; nor fhould he bear him any ill-will for the 
omiflion of this ceremony. The King of France, and 
the reft of the mediators, fufpe&ing, probably, that 
there might be fome unfriendly referve in the King 
of England's reply, left the Archbifhop at his liberty, 
who refolved not to accept the Articles, without the 
kifs of peace (52). (52) Gervaf. ubi 
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Biftiops that afiifted him, and lodged the inftruments of thefe cenfures in Becket's 
hands (m). This year (11 70) an accommodation was, ac lafl, brought about between 
King Henry and Archbifhop Becket [K$&% upon the confines of Maine in Normandy, 
where the Archbifhop (whether through pride or inadvertency) fuffered the King to hold 
his horfe's bridle, while he mounted and difmounted twice. After which, having taken 
leave of the French court, he prepared to return into England, accompanied by John, 
Dean of Salifbury (»). But the Archbifhop of York, and the reft of the fufpended and 
excommunicated Bifhops, endeavoured to prevent his landing [LL]. He was received 
with great acclamations at Canterbury, where, almoft as foon as he arrived, he received 
an order from the young King, c< mmanding him to abfolve the fufpended and excom- 
municated Bifhops. But Becket refufing to comply [MM], the Archbifhop of York, 
and the Bifhops of London and Salifbury, immediately carried their complaint to the old 
King in Normandy * who was fo highly exafperated at this frefli inftance of obftinacy arid 
diQoyalty in Becket, that he could not forbear exclaiming, with great warmth, that 
* He was an unhappy Prince, who maintained a great number of lazy, infignificant per- 
■ fons about him, none of whom had gratitude or fpirit enough to revenge him on a 
1 fingle infolent Prelate, who gave him fo much difturbance. 5 Thefe words were heard 
by four gentlemen of the court, who immediately formed a defign againft the Arch- 
bilhop's life; which they executed with great barbarity, in the cathedral church of Can- 
terbury (0) [NN]. This eminent Prelate was murdered on the 29th of December, 
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(•) They are 
Comprehended in 
this difiich : 

WjJIielmus 
Traci, Reginal- 
dus nliu9 Urfi, 

Rieardus Brito, 
ncc non Morvi- 
J 1 us Hugo. 

(56) See the pre- 
ltd inl remark. 


[KK] An agreement was, at laft, brought about 
between King Henry and Archbijhop Becket.] The 
Pope being informed that the King was in England, 
fent a commiflion to the Archbifhop of Roan, and the 
Bifhop of Nevers, to go into England, to endeavour 
at an accommodation. Upon their acquainting the 
King with their initruclions, he fent them word, they 
might fpare themfelves that trouble ; for he defigned 
quickly to be in France, and put a period to the dif- 
pute with the Archbifhop, as they fhould direft. The 
King undertook the voyage accordingly, and the 
Archbifhop waited upon him at the confines of Maine; 
where the difference was finally adjufted, the King 
granting the Archbifhop the enjoyment of his See, 
with all the privileges of his predeceflbrs. He, like- 
wife, gave him leave to animadvert upon the Arch- 
bifhop of York, and the reft of the Prelates concerned 
in the late coronation (53). 

[LL] The Archbijhop of York, and the reft of the 
fufpended and excommunicated Prelates, endeavoured to 
prevent his landing.] They were afraid, left the Arch- 
bifhop, upon his arrival, fhould publifh the Pope's 
fentence againft them. The ports, therefore, where 
they fufpected he might land, were guarded ; and 
they had perfuaded Ralph de Brock, Reginald de 
Warenne, and Gervafe, High-Sheriff of Kent, to 
appear upon the coaft in a military manner. Thefe 
men were fome of the Archbifhop's greateft enemies, 
and were fo hardy as to give out, that, if he fet his 
foot upon the Englifh fliore, they would cut off his 
head. The Archbiftjpp, being informed of their de- 
fign, fent the Pope's letters of cenfure over the day 
before he embarked, and got them delivered to the 
Prelates concerned. The next day the Archbifhop 
went aboard, and, arriving at the Englifh coaft, 
found a body of men armed upon the beach, and 
ready to attack him. The Dean of Salifbury, fear- 
ing fome mifchief, went afliore firft, and charged 
them, in the King's name, and under pain of high 
treafon, not to offer any violence to the Archbifhop, 
for that now all difputes between him and the King 
were at an end. Upon this, they laid down their 
arms, and fuffered the Archbifhop to pafs (54). 

[MM] He refufed to abfolve the fufpended and ex- 
communicated Bijhops.] He told the officers who 
brought the order, that it was not within the autho- 
rity of an inferior jurifdi&ion to fet afide the fentence 
of a fuperior court, and that the Pope's cenfures could 
not be reverfed but by the Pope himfelf (55). 

[NN] The affajjins executed their defgn with great 
barbarity, in the cathedral church of Canterbury.] 
Their names were, Reginald Fitz-Urfe, William 
Tracy, Richard Briton, and Hugh Morvill (*). 
Thefe men, having concerted the a flaffi nation, went 
immediately on board, and landed at Dover. The 
next day, being the 29th of December, they came to 
Canterbury, and force4 their way into trie Arch- 
bifliop's apartment. They told him, that they came 
from the King, to command him to abfolve the Bi- 
fhops under cenfure. Becket replied in the fame 
m,ana©r,as he had done to the Kind's officers (56). 


This anfwer not fatisfying them, they charged the 
Monks of Canterbury, in the King's name, to keep the 
Archbifhop fafe, that he might be forthcoming ; and 
then went away with a menacing air. The Arch- 
bifhop told them, at parting, that he came not into 
England to abfeond, neither would their threats 
make any impreffion upon him. The fame day in 
the evening they returned to the palace, and, leaving 
a body of foldiers in the court-yard, rufhed into the 
cloifter with their fwords drawn, and from thence 
into the church, where the Archbifhop was at vefpers; 
and here calling out, Where is the traitor P and no- 
body anfwering, they afked for the Archbiftiop : 
Upon which he moved towards them, and told them 
he was the perfon. He is faid not to have fhewn the 
leaft fign of fear upon this occafion. And when one 
of the aflaflins menaced him with death, he anfwered^ 

* He was prepared to die for the caufe of God, and 
' in defence of the rights of the Church. But, fays 

* he, if you muft have my life, I charge you, in the 

* name of Almighty God, not to hurt any other per- 
' fon here, either Clergy or Laity ; for none of thefe 
' have any concern in the late tran factions.' Upon 
this they laid hands on him, and offered to drag him 
out of the church ; but rinding they could not do it 
without difficulty, they murdered him there. When 
he perceived their refolution, he ftooped his head to 
their fwords ; and though he received feveral wounds 
before he was difpatched, he never gave a groan, nor 
offered to avoid a ftroke. But one Edward Grimfere, 
a Clergyman belonging to the cathedral, perceiving 
one of the aflaflins aim a blow at the Archbifliop's 
head, interpofed his arm, and had it almoft cut off 


(57). The aflaflins, after the murder, were afraid 
"they had gone too far, and durft not return to the 
King's court in Normandy ; but rather chofe to retire 
to Knarefburgh in Yorklhire, a town belonging to 
Hugh Morvill. Here they continued till they found 
themfelves the averiion and contempt of the country ; 
for every body avoided their converfation, and would 
neither eat nor drink with them. Atlaft, being tired 
with folitude and difregard, and ftruck with remorfe 
of confeience, they took a voyage to P^ome ; and 
being admitted to penance by Pope Alexander III. 
they went to Jerufalem, and, according to the Pope's 
order, fpent their lives in penitential aufterities, and 
died in the Black Mountain. They were buried at 
Jerufalem, without the church-door belonging to 
the Templars, and over them was put this inferip- 
tion (58) ? t F 

Hie jacent miferi, qui martyrizavcrunt beatum Tho- 
mam % Archiepifcopum Cantuaricnfem. 

c Here lie the wretches who aflaflinated St. Tho- 
f mas, Archbifhop of Canterbury.' 

If it be afked, how it came to pafs that thefe mur- 
derers were not brought to juftice for their crime, as 
they might eafily have been ; the anfwer is, that there 
was no law to punifti with death any perfons that had 
killed a Crergyman ; becaufc the Clergy, by exempt- 
ing 
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1 1 71 (p) [00]. The aflafllns deliberated, whether they ftiould throw his body into the 
fea, or cut it in fmall pieces: but before they could refolve, the Prior and Monks with- 
drew it, and buried it in a vault in the cathedral. King Henry was extremely troubled 
at the news of Becket's death, and immediately diipatched an embafly to Rome, to purge 
himfelf from the imputation of being the caufe of it At the fame time, feveral 

complaints came to the Pope upon this accident (q) [.^ ( £J. Upon the death of the 
Archbifliop, all divine offices ceafed in the church of Canterbury for one year, wanting 
nine days j at the end of which, by order of the Pope, it was reconfecrated (r). Two 
years after, Becket was canonized, by virtue of Pope Alexander's bull, dated March 13, 
1 173 (j). The fame year, a particular collect was appointed to be ufed in all the churches 
of the province of Canterbury, for expiating the guilt of Becket's murder {t) [RR~]. 
The next year, King Henry returning into England, went to Canterbury, where he did 
penance, and underwent a voluntary difcipline [SS], as a teftimony of his regret for the 
murder of Becket (u). In 122 1, Becket's body was taken up, in the prefence of King 
Henry III. and a great concourfe of the nobility and others, and depofued in a rich fhrine, 
eredtcd at the expence of Stephen Langton, Archbifhop of Canterbury, on the eaft fide 
of the church (w). Forty-eight years after his deceafe, the Dodlors of the Univerfity of 
Paris had a warm difpute, whether he was faved or damned. The miracles, faid to be 
wrought at his tomb, were fo numerous, that Gervafe of Canterbury tells us rhere 
were two large volumes of them kept in that church. His fhrine wos vifued from all 
parts, and enriched with the moft coftly gifts and offerings. As to the character of Arch- 
bifliop Becket, it is variouQy reprefented by various authors. Moft of thofe who wrote 
in his time, or near it, juftify his conduct throughout, and make him a glorious martyr 
while others, efpecially later writers, fet his character in a very difadvantageous light. 
To a (lift the reader in forming his judgment, we (hall throw together a few obferva- 
tions [7T], by which it will appear, that he was neither fo great a Saint ^ as the former, 
nor fo great a Sinner, as the latter make him. 
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ing themfelves from the King's jurifdiclion, had put 
themfelves out of the protection of the law ; and fo 
Becket himfelf, who fo violently oppofed the fecular 
power over the Clergy, and was by that means the 
caufe that the blood of fo many perfons was unre- 
versed, prevented the deferved punifhment of his 
own blood by the fword of Juftice. 

[00] He was murdered on the zgth of December, 
1171.] His death, and the circumitances of the time 
and place, are recorded in the following diftichs, 
prefeived by John Bromton (59) : 

Henricus natus Matildis regna tenebat, 
Sub quo facratus Thomas mucrone cadebat. 

.Annus millenus centenus feptuagenus 

Primus erat, Primas cum ruit enfe Thomas » 

Anno milleno centeno feptuageno, 

Anglorum Primas corruit enfe Thomas. 

Quis moritur ? Praeful. Cur ? Pro grege. Qualiter ? 
enfe. 

Quando? Natali. Quis locus ? Ara Dei. 

Pro Chrifti Sponfa, Chrifti fub tempore, Chrifti 
In Templo, Chrifti verus Amator obit. 

[PP] King Henry fent an embafty to Rome, to purge 
binrf elf from the imputation of being the caufe of Becket's 
death.'] The King's ambafladors, at their firft en- 
trance -into Rome, were roughly treated, and refufed 
an audience. But they found means at laft to procure 
one, by a proper application of five hundred marks. 
When they came into the Confiilory, they fwore, in 
the King's name, that their mailer was ready to Hand 
to the judgment of the Church concerning the death 
of the Archbifhop. By taking of this oath, they 
prevailed with the Pope not to fend out any interdict 
or excommunication againft the King or his domi- 
nions (60). 

[<££L1 Several complaints came to the Pope upon this 
accident.'] The King of France wrote to his Holinefs 
1 to draw St. Peter's fword again ft King Henry, and 
< to ftudy fome new and exemplary jullice ;' telling 
him, that ' the Univerfal Church was concerned in 
4 the difcipline/ and putting him in mind of * fome 
* miracles already faid to be done at Becket's tomb.' 
This letter was feconded by one from Stephen Earl 
of Blois, who declaims with great vehemence upon 
the barbarity of the murder, and ufes all his elocu- 
tion to prefs the Pope to revenge it. He, likewife, 
ftates the cafe in relation to the coronation of the 
voung King by the Archbifhop of York, telling his 
Holinefs, ' he was prcfent when the Archbifhop com- 
4 plained of that matter to the old King, who, in 


* his hearing, left the Archbifhop of York, and his 

* aftiftants, to Becket's mercy, to be punifhed as the 
< Pope and he mould think fit.' The Archbifhop of 
Sens alfo wrote to the Pope upon the fame fubjecl, 
charging King Henry with the Archbifliop's death, 
and moving for an interdict upon his dominions (61). 

[RR] A Collect — for expiating the guilt of Becket's 
murder.'] It was this : Adefto, Domine, fupplicationi- 
bus noftris, ut qui ex iniquitate noftra reos nos ejfe cog- 
nofcimus, beati Thorn*? martyris tui at que pontifcis inter- 
cejjione liber emur (62) ; i. e. * Be favourable, O Lord, 

* to our prayers, that we, who acknowledge ourfelves 
' guilty of iniquity, may be delivered by the inter- 

* ceflion of Thomas thy bleffed Martyr and Bilhop.* 
[SS] King Henry did penance, and underwent a -vo- 
luntary difcipline.] When he came within fight of the 
church where the Archbifhop was buried, he alighted 
off his horfe, and walked barefoot, in the habit of a 
pilgrim, till he came to Becket's tomb, where, after 
he had proftrated himfelf, and prayed for a confider- 
able time, he fubmitted to be fcourged by the Monks, 
and paffed all that day and night without any refrefh- 
ment, kneeling upon the bare ftones. Which done, 
he beftowed great benefactions upon the church of 
Canterbury (63). 

[TT I J few obfervations.] The conteft between 
King Henry II. and Archbifhop Becket (we have feen) 
arofe from hence : The King required, that Ecclefi- 
aftics, guilty of felony, murder, or other high crimes, 
mould be punifhed immediately by the fecular ma- 
giftrate. This Becket oppofed as a breach of the Ca- 
nons, and an opprefTion of the liberties of the Church 
(64). Now, if we infpeel: the Codes, and examine 
the queftion by the Imperial Laws, we ihall find that 
the Emperors left the Clergy to the jurifdiclion of 
their Bifhop, in matters relating to the Church ; yet, 
when the State was concerned in the profecution, no 
privilege of Orders could exempt them from the cog- 
nizance of the Civil courts (65). But, on the other 
hand, the Englifi Conftitution afforded feveral prece- 
dents in favour of the Archbifhop's opinion : Particu- 
larly, King Alfred executed a Judge for trying and 
condemning a Clerk (66). And, in the conteft be- 
tween Archbifhop Anfelm, and the Kings William 
Rufus and Henry J. it was taken for granted, that 
none but the Pope had a right to try the Archbifhop 
(67). And that thefe precedents were fupported by 
the Conftitution, appears evidently from the old law- 
books, efpecially Bradon (68) and Fleta (69). To 
which may be added, that the trial of Clerks in the 
King's courts was exprefsly condemned by Pope Alex- 
ander III. (70) But, allowing all this, the ex- 
emption of Clerks from the civil courts was no right 
infeparable from their Order, but only a privilege 
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granted by the Crown, and, therefore, revokable by 
the fame authority. From all which it follows, that 
however inexcufable the Archbifhop's oppofmon 
might be in the beginning, after the Parliament of 
Clarendon had enacted, that Clerks jhould be tried in 
the King's courts, the Archbifhop ought not to have 
infilled upon the former exemption. As to the other 
parts of his conduct, his firft figning, and then re- 
nouncing, the Articles of Clarendon ; his quitting the 
kingdom without the King's leave ; his refuling to 
return to his See upon the beft terms enjoyed by any 
of his pi edeceffors ; his breaking off the accommoda- 
tion only for being denied the kifs of peace ; and the 
like inftances of rigour and inflexibility; are not to 
be defended. But then, as to any practices againft 
the Crown, in abetting a foreign intereft (with which 
he was charged), the King of France folemnly cleared 
him from any fuch imputation (71). And with thefe 
few remarks his character muft be left to the mercy, 
or feverity, of the reader. B. 

* # * [In the obfervations fubjoined to the article 
ANSEL M, we have given a fufficicnt anfwer to 
fuch remarks of our learned predecellbr as feem to 
vindicate or palliate the extravagant claims of the 
Popilh Bifhops and Clergy in former times. With 
regard, therefore, to the hints of this kind which 
occur in the notes [C] and [TT] of the prefent ar- 
ticle, we mail only obferve, that Becket's attempts to 
exalt the ecclefiaftical above the civil power cannot 
admit either of j unification or apology. The fpirit, 
violence, and obftinacy of his conduct, are largely 
and finely difplayed in Lord Lyttel ton's excellent Hif- 
tory of King Henry the Second, to which we muft refer 
for a number of particulars, that, if inferted, would 
extend this note to an improper length. There are 
fome circumftances, however, which cannot well be 
omitted. Becket, foon after his return to England 
from his ftudies, which he had carried on at Auxerre 
in Burgundy, as well as at Bononia in Italy, dif- 
covered fuch fuperior talents for negotiation, that 
Archbifhop Theobald difpatched him as his agent to 
the Pope, on a point he thought of great moment, 
which was to get the legantine power reftored to the 
See of Canterbury. This commiftion was performed 
with fuch dexterity and fuccefs, that the Archbifhop 
cntrufted to him all his moft fecret intrigues with the 
court of Rome, and particularly a matter of the higheft 
importance to England, the foliciting from the Pope 
thofe prohibitory letters againft the crowning of Prince 
Euftace, by which that defign was defeated (72). 
This fervice, which raifed Becket's merit not only 
with the Prelate by whom he was employed, but alfo 
with King Henry, was the original foundation of his 
high fortune. It is remarkable, that he was the firft 
Englifhman, fince the latter years of the reign of 
William the Conqueror, on whom any great office, 
either in church or ftate, had been conferred by the 
Kings of the Norman»race ; the exclufion of the Eng- 
lifti from all dignities having been a maxim of policy, 
which had been delivered down by that monarch to 
his fons (73)- This maxim Henry the Second wifely 
and liberally difcarded, though the firft inftance in 
which he deviated from it happened to be Angularly 
unfortunate. Whilft Becket, during his being Chan- 
cellor, attended his royal mailer in the expedition 
againft the Earl of Touloufe, he gave a piece of ad- 
vice which marked the fpirit and fire of his character. 
This was, to feize the perfon of Lewis, King of 
France, who had imprudently thrown himfelf into 
the city of Touloufe without an army. But the coun- 
fel was deemed too bold; Befides feveral political 
reafons againft complying with it, it was thought an 
enormous and criminal violation of the feudal alle- 
giance, for a vafTal to take and hold in captivity the 
perfon of his lord (74). We need not inform our 
judicious readers, that Henry, though a very power- 
ful monarch, did, by the large pofTefTions he held in 
France, ftand in the relation of a vaflal to the King 
of that country. In the war againft the Earl of Tou- 
loufe, Becket, befidcs his other military exploits, 
engaged, in fingle combat, Engelvan de Trie, a 
French knight, famous for his valour, difmounted 
him with his lance, and gained his horfe, which he 
led off in great triumph (75). 

In the accounts ufually given of Becket's advance- 
ment to the See of Canterbury, it is faid, as we read 
in note [£\ that it was with the utmoft difficulty 
that he was prevailed upon to accept of tl^is dignity, 


and that he predicted to the King the enfuing breach 
between them. But the truth of this ftory is greatly 
doubted by Lord Lyttelton. It ftands contradicted 
by the affirmation of Foliot, Bifhop of London, and 
ill agrees with the meafures which were taken to pro- 
cure Becket's election. His Biographers themfelves 
acknowledge, that one reafon which induced Henry 
to promote him to Canterbury, was, lecaufe he hoped, 


that, 


by his means, he Jhould manage ecclefiaftical, as 
well as fecular affairs, to his oi/jn fatisfaclion. ^Indeed, 


no other reafonable motive can be "found. Nothing 
could incline that Prince to make fo extraordinary 
and fo exceptionable a choice, but a firm confidence, 
that he mould be moft ufefutly affifted by Becket, in 
the important reformation he meant to undertake, of 
fubjecting the Clergy to the authority of the civil 
government. Nor is it credible that he fhould not 
have revealed his intention, concerning that affair, 
to a favourite minifter, whom he had accuftomed to 
truft, without referve, in his moft fecret counfels. 
But if fuch a declaration had been made by that mi- 
nifter, as is related by the hiftorians, it is fcarcely to 
be fuppofed, that a King fo prudent as Henry would 
have forced him into a ftation, in which he certainly 
might have it in his power to be exceedingly trouble- 
fome, inftead of being ferviceable to his royal mafter. 
It was by a different language that the ufual fagacity 
of this Prince could have been deceived. Nor, in- 
deed, could the moft jealous and penetrating eye have 
difcovered in Becket, after he was elected Archbifhop 
of Canterbury, any marks of an enthufiaftic or bi- 
gotted zeal (76). That feveral indications of a con- 
trary temper, and different principles, had appeared 
in his conduct, is fliewn by Lord Lyttelton, who pro- 
duces two remarkable inftances in fupport of his af- 
fertion. The fame noble writer hath brought, like- 
wife, fatisfactory evidence, to prove that Becket was 
almoft as eager for procuring the archbifhopric, as his 
mafter could be to raife him to that dignity (77). 

There is preferved in the Cotton library, in the 
Britifh Mufaeum, a long letter from Gilbert Foliot, 
Bifhop of London, to Thomas Becket, from which 
the hiftorian juft mentioned hath collected the pre- 
ceding account. From the fame letter (78), and 
other authorities, he hath been enabled to give a more 
exact relation of the whole tran factions refpecting the 
Archbifhop's behaviour concerning the Constitutions 
of Clarendon, and during the proceedings againft him 
in the parliament of Northampton. We mall only 
tranferibe Lord Lyttelton's obfervations on what was 
done concerning him in that parliament. € It can- 
' not, I think, be denied, that, whatever matters he 
' was charged with in that afiembly, the offence which 

* drew upon him the difpleafure of the King, and 

* without which he probably would have been accufed 

* of no other, was his renewed oppofition to the Con- 
1 ftitutions of Clarendon. Upon this a moft fevere 

* inquifition was made into the reft of his conduct : 
' complaints againft him were fought for; and it may 
€ feem, that in the courfe of thefe profecutions na- 

* tional juftice was fomewhat lnarpened by royal re- 

* fentment. Yet that every thing was done accord- 
' ing to law, we have great reafon to prefume from 
' the manner of proceeding ; for he was not con- 

* demned by delegates appointed by the King, and 
1 particularly under his influence, but in the high 
1 court of parliament, by all the barons and bifhops 

< of England. The bifhops at leaft muft have been 

* careful not to concur in any judgment againft the 
1 Primate, which was not agreeable to the methods 
4 and forms of law then eilablifhed, and to the na- 

* ture and quality of the offence; becaufe, befides 
( their own confeiences and the reproach of the world, 
' they had the refentment of Rome to apprehend in 
1 this bufinefs ; it being certain that Alexander would 
f fupport the Archbifhop, as far as the cafe would 
' admit. And it is very evident, that all poffible 
c care was taken, in the proceedings againft that 
' prelate, to avoid fuch matters as might engage the 
' See of Rome in the quarrel. For this reafon it was, 
1 that the King did not accufe him of violating the 

* laws he had fworn to maintain, in points relating 

* to the clergy ; but charged him as a civil officer, 

< indebted to him in great fums, during the time of 

* his miniftry, and whole accounts had not been duly 

< or regularly paft. He did not attempt to prove 

* (and a contemporary hiftorian fays he could not 

* prove) that the King had, by any order or act of 
€ his own, either previoufly authorifed, or afterwards 

4 * ratified, 
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ratified, the pretended difcharge, which he faid had 
been given to him, upon his promotion to the See 
of Canterbury, by the young Prince, then an in- 
fant, and by the jufticiary, in a very extraordinary 
manner, and without any examination qf his ac- 
counts, on which a difcharge could have been pro- 
perly grounded. Whether the words fpoken by 
them on that occafion, that they gave him to the 
church of Canterbury free and dij charged from all the 
bonds of the court, could be fuppofed to extend to 
fuch an acquittance ; or how far the King's fubfe- 
quent or preceding indulgence might be admitted, 
in equity, to bar, or at leaft to mitigate, the pre- 
fent demand, were points which the parliament 
might have favourably confidered, if, with due 
obedience, he had fubmitted the cafe to their judg- 
ment. ^ But for one Handing fo charged to deny the 
authority of the higheft court in the kingdom, and, 
in a caufe purely civil ? appeal from thence to an 
ecclefiaftical and foreign court, when fuch an ap- 
peal-, even in fpiritual caufes, had been fo lately 
forbidden by one of the ftatutes enacted at Claren- 
don, was the higheft act of contumacy that can be 
conceived : it was not only an infringement of that 
particular law, but a rebellion again ft all the laws 
of the land and the whole legiflature ! His only 
apology was what a writer of his life, who lived in 
thofe times, fays, he declared to the biftiops, in 
anfwer to their objection of the folemn promife they 
had made to obferve all the rights and prerogatives 
of the crown ; namely, that a Chrifiian King had no 
right or prerogative, by the exercife whereof the li- 
berties of the church, which he had fworn to maintain, 
could receive any prejudice. But the queftion was, 
how far the liberties of the church extended ? and 
the legiflature had already decided that queftion, 
; by declaring thofe cuftoms, againft which he ob- 
• jected, to be obligatory on all the fubjecls of Eng- 
; land , and thofe pretended liberties, which he pre- 
; fumed to affert in behalf of the clergy, to be illegal 
1 encroachments and innovations. The parliament, 
; therefore, could not poffibly recede from this judg- 
; ment, nor allow a fubject to deny the validity of 
1 the laws which the King and they had eftablifhed, 
( difclaim their authority, and declare himfelf only 
( refponfible for his conduct to God and the Pope. 
1 Odo, Bifhop of Bayeux, and Flambard, Bifhop of 
4 Durham, had been imprifoned for offences of lefs 
1 danger to the ftate. Neverthelefs, it is evident, 
r that Henry had no intention, if Becket had ftaid in 
4 the kingdom, to punifli him with fuch rigour as his 
1 behaviour deferved. He only defired to deprive 
f him of his archbifhopric, and reduce him to a con- 
( dition, in which his turbulent fpirit would not be 
' fo troublefome to the government and peace of the 
' kingdom. It would perhaps have been a wifer con- 
1 clufion of the proceedings againft him at North- 
! ampton, if, immediately after his contumacious 
departure from the court, the King had ordered him 
to be arrefted, and forced from the monaftery into 
fome place of fafe cuftody. But, unqueftionably, 
the worft fault committed by that Prince, in the 
management of this bufinefs, was allowing the 
bifhops to appeal to the Pope, inftead of joining 
in the fentence which the other barons pronounced 
againft the Primate. Indeed that appeal was made 
in confequence of the Archbifhop's ; but it was 
equally ofFenfive to the dignity of the kingdom : it 
admitted the judicature of the Pope in a matter, of 
which he had no proper cognizance, and gave him 
an authority to revife and rejudge what ought to 
have been finally determined in England, by the 
law of the land and the judgment of the barons. 
There was much evil in this conceffion ; but Henry 
was unwarily induced to make it, by his very ear- 
ned defire of keeping the bifhops on his fide in this 
conteft, and by a belief that the Pope would be 
pei fuaded by them to confxder the difpute as a pe- 
cuniary caufe between him and his late chancellor, 
in which the church, or the hierarchy, had no con* 
cern. And if, through their mediation, that pon- 
tiff cculd be prevailed upon to depofe the Arch- 
bifhop, he thought it would as effectually anfwer 
his purpofe as more violent methods, and lefs dif- 
turb the tranquility of his kingdom. But he was 
greatly deceived in thefe opinions. Becket acted 
more artfully, and with a truer difcernment of the 
confequences that would follow from his conduct. 
By his plea of exemption from all fecular jurifdic- 
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4 tion, and by citing the biihops to anfwer at the 
4 tribunal of the Pope, for having concurred with the 

* laity in the former judgments againft him, he in- 

* terefted the authority of Rome in his quarrel ; and 

* inftead of a defendant in a weak or doubtful caufe, 

* made himfelf plaintiff in behalf of the Church, and 

* the champion of that court to which he appealed. 

* Thus the policy of the King was baffled, and his 
' hope difappoinced ; the conteft not being, in Alex- 

* ander's opinion, whether Becket ought to pay the 

* debt he was charged with, but what were the limits 

* of the civil and ecclefiaftical powers (79).' (79^ lh - Vo1 & 
We fhall add the general character which Lord P* 5 8 — 62 • 

Lyttelton has drawn of Becket, after he has given 
an account of his murder. * Thus, in the fifty- 

* third year of his age, was affaffinated Thomas Bec- 

■ ket ; a man of great talents, of elevated thoughts, 

* and of invincible courage ; but of a moft violent 

* and turbulent fpirit ; exceffively paflionate, haughty, 
4 and vain-glorious ; in his refolutions inflexible, in 

* his refentments implacable. It cannot be denied 
4 that he was guilty of a wilful and premeditated per- 

* jury ; that he oppofed the neceflary rourfe of pub- 
' lie juftice, and acted in defiance of the laws of his 

* country ; laws which he had moft folemnly ac- 
1 knowledged and confirmed : nor is it lefs evident, 
4 that, during the heat of this difpute, he was in the 

* higheft degree ungrateful to a very kind m after, 

* whofe confidence in him had been boundlefs, and 
4 who from a private condition had advanced him to 
' be the fecond man in his kingdom. On what mo- 

* tives he acted, can be certainly judged of by Him 

* alone, to whom all hearts are open. He might be 

* mi fled by the prejudices of a bigotted age, and 

* think he was doing an acceptable fervice to God, 
4 in contending, even to death, for the utmoft excefs 

■ of ecclefiaftical and papal authority. Yet the 
4 ftrength of his underftanding, his converfation in 

* courts and camps, among perfons whofe notions 
4 were more free and enlarged, the different colour 
4 of his former life, and the fuddennefs of the change 

* which feemed to be wrought in him upon his elec- 

* tion to Canterbury, would make one fufpect, as 

* many did in the times wherein he lived, that he 

* only became the champion of the Church from an 

* ambitious defire of fharing its power ; a power more 

* independent on the favour of the King, and there- 

* fore more agreeable to the haughtinefs of his mind, 
1 than that which he had enjoyed as a minifter of the 
8 crown. And this fufpicion is increafed by the 
4 marks of cunning and falfenefs, which are evidently 
4 feen in his conduct on fome oecafions. Neither is 

* it impoflible, that, when firft he afTumed his new 

* character, he might act the part of a zealot, merely 

* or principally from motives of arrogance and ambi- 

* tion ; yet, afterwards, being engaged, and in- 

* flamed by the conteft, work himfelf up into a real 

* enthufiafm. The continual praifes of thofe with 

* whom he acted, the honours done him in his exile 

* by all the clergy of France, and the vanity which 
4 appears fo predominant in his mind, may have con- 

* duced to operate fuch a change. He certainly 

* mewed in the latter part of his life a fpirit as fer- 

* vent as the warmeft enthufiaft's ; fuch a fpirit in- 
4 deed as constitutes heroifm, when it exerts itfelf in 

* a caufe beneficial to mankind. Had he defended 
4 the eftablifhed laws of his country, and the funda- 
8 mental rules of civil juftice, with as much zeal and 

* intrepidity as he oppofed them, he would have de- 
4 ferved to be ranked with thofe great men, whofe 
4 virtues make one eafily forget the allay of fome na- 

* tural imperfections: but, unhappily, his good qua- 

* lities were fo mifapplied, that they became no lefs 
4 hurtful to the public weal of the kingdom, than 

* the worft of his vices (80). \ (So) ll'ii. 
Mr. Hume, after having related the Archbifhop's p. 361—363. 

aflaflination, fays, * This was the tragical end of 

* Thomas a Becket, a prelate of the moft lofty, in- 
4 trepid, and inflexible fpirit, who was able to cover, 
\ to the world and probably to himfelf, the enter- 
4 prizes of pride and ambition, under the difguife of 

* fanctity and of zeal for the interefts of piety and re- 

* ligion : An extraordinary perfonage, furely, had 

* he been allowed to remain in his firft ftation, and 
4 had directed the vehemence of his character to the 
4 fupport of law and juftice ; inftead of being en- 
4 gaged, by the prejudices of the times, to facrifice 
4 all private duties and public connexions to tyes, 
4 which he imagined, or reprefented, as fuperior to 
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1 every civil and political confideration. But no man, 

* who enters into the genius of that age, can reafon- 
6 ably doubt of this prelate's fincerity (81). ' ^ 

We cannot forbear adding the fame hiftorian's in- 
genious and liberal obfervations on the extravagant 
regard which was paid to Becket's memory, after his 
death. f The clergy, mean while, though their 
tf rage was happily diverted from falling on the King, 

* were not idle in magnifying the fanftity of Becket; 

* in extolling the merits of his martyrdom ; and in 

* magnifying him above all that devoted tribe, who, 
' in feveral ages, had, by their blood, cemented the 

* fabric of the temple. Other faints had only borne 
x teftimony in their fufferings to the general doc- 
' trines of Christianity; but Becket had facrificed his 

* life to the power and privileges of the clergy ; and 
' this peculiar merit challenged, and not in vain, a 

* fuitable acknowledgment to his memory. Endlefs 

* were the panegyrics on his virtues ; and the mi- 
c racles, operated by his relics, were more nume- 
€ rous, more nonfenfical, and more impudently at- 
' tefted, than thofe which ever filled the legend of 
" any confeflbr or martyr. Two years after his death 

* he was canonized by Pope Alexander ; a folemn 
c jubilee was eftablifhed for celebrating his merits ; 
t his body was removed to a magnificent ihrine, en- 

* riched with prefents from all parts of Chriftendom $ 

* pilgrimages were performed to obtain his intercef- 

* fipn with Heaven ; and it was computed, that, in 

* one year, above an hundred thoufand pilgrims ar- 

* rived in Canterbury, and paid their devotions at his 

* tomb. It is indeed a mortifying reflection to thofe 

* who are actuated by the love of fame, fo juitly de- 
c nominated the laft infirmity of noble minds, that 
x the wife it legillator and moil exalted genius that 

* ever reformed or enlightened the world, can never 

* expect fuch tributes of praife as are lavifhed on the 

* memory of a pretended faint, whofe whole conduct 

* was probably, to the laft degree, odious or con- 

* temptible, and whofe induihy was entirely directed 

* to the purfuits of objects pernicious to mankind. 

* It is only a conqueror, a perfonage no lefs intitled 

* to our hatred, who can pretend to the attainment 

* of equal renown and glory (82).' The concluding 
remark of the preceding paflage has an admirable 
acutenefs, and a juft feverity. The praifes, however, 
which have been lavifhed on the memory of Becket, 
are not to be compared with the folid and lafting fame 


that attends the wife legiflator and the exalted genius. 
Such praifesr, when the loudeft and mod extenfive, 
are only the voice of folly and bigotry ; they decreafe 
with the progrefs of human reafon ; and, at laft, the 
character is feen in its true light of contempt or 
hatred : whereas found lawgivers, enlightened philo- 
fophers, and genuine poets, receive, from the begin- 
ning, the applaufes of the beft judges of merit; and, 
in the courfe of time, their reputation is widely dif- 
fufed, and becomes fixed on a bafis that cannot be 
fhaken. 

The afTertion in the text, that Thomas Becket was 
murdered in 1171, is a miflake. He was certainly 
aflafllnated in 1170; and Roger Hoveden, Giraldus 
Cambrenfis, and other ancient writers, who place 
this event in lift, mean the fame time. The rea- 
fon of the feeming difference is, that they reckon the 
beginning of the year from the 25th of December, 
our Lord's nativity, and not, as they ought to have 
done, from the lit of January. Some hiftorians, and 
among the reft Godwin de Praefulibus Anglian, fay, 
that the Archbiihop was killed on the 28th of De- 
cember; an error into which they were led by net 
obferving that it was only the 29th of that month 
which could anfwer to the fourth of the kalends of 
January (83). From Mr. Thomas Warton we learn, 
that Becket was the fubject of poetical legends. The 
Lives of the Saints in verfe, in Bennet's library 
(Numb, CLXV.), contain his martyrdom and tranfla- 
tion. This manufcript is fuppofed to be of the four- 
teenth century (84). The fame ingenious writer in- 
forms us, from Peter de Blois, that the palace of 
Becket was perpetually filled with bifhops highly ac- 
complilhed in literature, who pafled their time there, 
in reading, difputing, and deciding important quef- 
tionsof the ftate. 4 Thefe prelates, though men of 
« the world, were a fociety of fcholars ; yet very dif- 

* ferent from thofe who frequented the univeriities, 
' in which nothing was taught but words and fyl- 
< lables, unprofitable fubtletics, elementary fpecula- 

* tions, and trifling diftinctions. De Blois was him- 

* felf eminently learned, and one of the moft diftin- 

* guifhed ornaments of Becket's attendants (85).' 
We know that John of Salisbury, his intimate friend, 
the companion of his exile, and the writer of his life, 
was fcarcely exceeded, by any man of his time, for 
his knowledge in philological and polite literature], 
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BECKINGTON (Thomas) [A], was born in the pariih of Beckington [5], in 
Somerfetfhire (a) y towards the end of the fourteenth century. He was probably educated 
in grammar learning at Wykeham's fchool near Winchefter, and admitted Fellow of 
New-College in Oxford in 1408 (b) \ though fome fay he had alfo part of his education 
in Merton-college (c). However, he continued Fellow of New College about twelve 
years, and took his Doftor of Law's degree (&). Within this period, moft probably, he 
was prefented to the reftory of St. Leonard's, near Haftings in Suffex, and to the vicarage 
of Sutton-Courtney in Berklhire (e). He was alio Prebendary of Bedwin, York, and Litch- 
field ; Archdeacon of ^Buckingham (f) \ and M after of St. Catherine's hofpital near the 
Tower in London. About the year 1429, he was Dean of the Court of Arches ; and a 
Synod being then held in St. Paul's church, London, which continued above fix months, 
Beckington was employed, jointly with William Linwood, Official of the Court of Arches, 
and Thomas Brown, Vicar-General to the Archbifhop of Canterbury, to draw up a form 
of law, according to which the Wickliffites or Lollards were to be proceeded againft (g). 
Before our author was made Dean of the Arches, he was Advocate in Dodlors-Com- 
mons (h). But thefe preferments were inconfiderable, in comparifon of the honours to 
which he was afterwards raifed : For, having been tutor to King Henry VI. (/), and 
written a book, wherein, in oppofition to the Salique Law, he ftrenuoufiy after ted the 
right of the Kings of England to the crown of France (£), he arrived to a great degree of 


[J] BECKINGTON (Thomas). This name 
is varioufly written. In Leland (1) it is Becehendunus ; 
in Pits (2), Becchintonus ; in Godwin (3), de Bekintona ; 
and in A. Wood (4), Beckyntonus. 

[B] In the parijh of Beckington.'] Some fay Beck- 
hampton ; but it doth not appear that there is a pa- 
ri fh fo named in Somerfetfhire, but only Beckington. 
Beckhampton is in Wiltfhire (5). Bifhop Godwin 
thinks (6), that T. Beckington was not born in that 
parifh, becaufe he left the poor of it only five pounds 
in his will : and it is probable he would have left 
them more, had it been his native place. %ui$ mm 


crediderit heneficientiam erga folum natale tarn anguflis 
terminis coercendam ? For, who could think that his 
charity towards the place of his nativity mould be 
confined within fo narrow bounds ? But this argument 
is not very conclufive. On the contrary, it appears 
from the following verfe, cited by Leland (7), that 
he was really born there : 

Beckingtona mihi dedit ortum ; balnea, fontes 
Fafces. - - - - - 

9. c. Beckington gave me birth ? and Bath dignity. 
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BECKINGTON. BED A. 

efteem and favour with that Prince [C] ; and, in confequence of that, was made Secretary 
of State, Keeper of the Privy-Seal, and at laft Biftiop of Bath and Wells (I). He was 
confecrated, Oftober 13, 1443, in the new chapel of Eton college, which was not yet 
finifhed ; and was the firft that officiated in that chapel (m). His charader is thus re- 
prefented : He was well (killed in polite learning and hiftory, and very converfantin the 
holy Scriptures i a good preacher, and fo generous a patron and favourer of all learned 
and ingenious men, that he was called the Maecenas of his age (n). As for his works of 
munificence and charity, they were numerous. He finifhed Lincoln- college (0), which 
had been left imperfect by its founder, Richard Flemming, Biiliop of Lincoln [£>], and 
got the manor of Newton-Longville fettled upon New College, Oxon, in 1440 (p). 
Moreover, he laid out fix thoufand marks upon the houfes belonging to his See ; built 
an edifice, called New-Buildings, and the welt fide of the cloifters at Wells ^ and eredted 
a conduit in the market-place of that city (q). By his will, which he made November 3, 
1464, and procured to be confirmed under the Great Seal [£], he left feveral legacies [FJ. 
This generous perfon died at Wells, January 14, 1464-5, and was buried in his cathe- 
dral, where his monument is ftill to be feen (r). His panegyric was written by Thomas 
Chandler [G], Warden of New-College, who had been preferred by him to the Chancel- 
lorfliip of Wells (j). He doth not appear to have ever been Chancellor of the Univerfity 
of Oxford (t). 
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(%) AngHa Sacra. 
Lcland, Bale, 
t>its & Wood, 
ubifupra. 
(9) Ubi fupra, 
P- 433- 


[C] Having written a book, wherein 


he Jire- 


nuoufly afferted the right of the Kings of England to the 
crown of France. 1 This book is preserved in MS. in 
the Cottonian library, Tiberius, B. xii. Some other 
pieces of his are in the fame library; Tiber. B. vi. 
And a large collection of his letters is in the Arch- 
bifhop's library at Lambeth. There are alfo afcribed 
to him, a book of Sermons ; and a few other things (8). 

[D] He fir.ijhed Lincoln-College, Sec] Bifhop God- 
win obferves (9), that the memory of that Is preferred, 
by the Rebus carved upon the walls of the college, 
namely, a bee on and a ton. 

[is I Procured to be confirmed under the Great Seal. ] 
This he did, left, as he had been a great ftickler for 
the Lancaftrian intereftj King Edward IV., who was 


then reigning, fhould feize his effecls after his de- 
ceafe, upon fome pretence or other (10). 

[F] He left feveral legacies.] Particularly twenty 
pounds for repairing the cathedral of Wells, and four 
hundred pounds for buying plate and velrments for the 
ufe of the fame. A great quantity of plate to Wyke- 
hamV fchool near Winchefter, and to New College, 
Oxon. To St. Catherine's hofpital, fifty millings. 
To the parifhes of Beckington, Sutton Courtney, and 
Bedwin, five pounds a piece, to be diftributed amongft 
the poor (11), &c. 

[G] His panegyric * nvas written by Thomas Chandler.] 
A. Wood obferves (12), that Leland, Bale, Pics, and 
Godwin, are millaken in calling him John ; for his 
true name was Thomas. M. 


(b ) Bed. ad Fin 
Epitom. Hift. 
Ecclefiaft. 

(c) Heaor. Bo- 


(!) Ibid. St 
Godwin, ubl 
fupra, p. 433. 

(m) Godwin* 
ibid. 


(0) Godwin* ubi 
fupra. 

(p) Wood, ubi 
fupra, p. 130* 


( q) Godwin, till 
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(s) Wood, ibid. 


( to) Godwin, 
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BEDA, an Englifh Monk in the VHIth century, well known to the world by the name 
of Venerable Bede 7 and one of the be ft writers of his time (a). He was born in the year 
672, or, as fome will have it, in 673, on the eftates afterwards belonging to the two 
famous abbies of St. Peter and St. Paul in the bifliopric of Durham, at Wermouth and 
Jarrow, near the mouth of the river Tyne [b) [A]. Of this we have as good proof as 
the nature of the fadt requires, though there want not fome who would rob us of this great 
man, in order to make him a native of Italy, or fome other part of Europe (c) \ though 
kth.Hiftor.Scot, the truth is, he never ftirred out of England, and fcarcely out of the North : but not- 
hb.i* p. 191. w i t hftanding our title to him is inconteftable, yet the very eontroverfy concerning him 
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[J] At Wermouth and Jarrow, near the mouth of the 
river Tyne.] The accounts we have of the birth-place 
of this great man, though very authentic, are never- 
thelefs fomewhat dark and obfeure (1). The firft of 
thefe two abbies was that of St. Peter, built at the 
mouth of the river Wyre by King Ecfred, in the 
fourth year of his reign, at the inftigation of Abbot 
Benedict. The other, dedicated to St. Paul, was 
built fome years after, that is to fay, in the fifteenth 
year of the fame King, at a place called Gyrwy in 
ancient times, but it is now faid to be called Jarrow 
or Yarrow, which Leland tells us flood four miles 
from Neweaftle (2). The Danes, in Succeeding 
times, landed often in the mouth of the river Tyne, 
and deftroyed both of thefe monafteries over and over. 
It was in the latter of them that Beda was educated ; 
and though after they were thus ruined they became 
cells to Durham, and only two or three black Monks 
refided in them, yet they carefully preferved the cell 
in which Beda dwelt, and were wont to mew ftrangers 
his oratory, and therein a little altar, which appeared 
to have been once covered with a kind of Terpentine 
or green marble (3). At the time of the fuppreflion 
of religious houfes, they were thus valued, <viz. St. 
Peter at 25 1. 8 s. 4d. per annum. St. Paul 38 1. 
14s. ^.d.perann. Dugd. 40 1. 7 s. 8 d. Speed (4). 
This is the beft account can be -drawn from old au- 
thors concerning thefe religious houfes : but by com- 
paring feveral circumftances together, and by con- 
lidering the face of the country as it lies at prefent, 
we lhall be able to fet this matter in a pretty clear 
light* In the firft place, we muft obferve, that the 


diftance between Were mouth and Jarrow (for fo thefe 
places are now called) is fix miles or thereabouts, the 
country between them being bounded by the river 
Were on one lide, and the river Tyne on the other 
(5). The former of thefe rivers falls into the fea at 
Sunderland, from which the monaftery of St. Peter 
flood but at a very fmall diftance, and it was upon the 
lands afterwards given to this monaftery that our au- 
thor Beda was born, as appears from the Saxon pa- 
raph rafe of his Ecclefiaflical Hiflory (6). I fay on 
the lands afterwards given to this monaftery, becaufe 
it appears from Beda's own writings, that it was not 
founded till the year 674, and consequently not till 
after he was born ; and he particularly tells us, that 
this religious houfe flood on the north fide of the 
river (7). But though he was born in the neigh- 
bourhood of Weremouth, yet it is certain that he re- 
fided in a monaftery of St. Paul's at Jarrow, which 
was fituated near the river Tyne. Both monafteries, 
as they were erected by the advice of Abbot Bene- 
dict, fo they were governed by him, and Abbots 
under him, during the courfe of his life, as appears 
from Beda's own account (8). Thefe particulars may 
to fome readers appear trivial ; but as I do not find 
all of them taken notice of before, and as the accounts 
hitherto given of his birth and refidence feem very 
perplexed for want of them, I thought my pains well 
beftovved in fetting them in the cleaieft light I could ; 
the rather, becaufe fome foreign authors have re- 
proached' us with want of care in writing the hiflory 
of this learned man, who is jullly efteemed fo great an 
honour to our country. 
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BEDA. 

does his memory honour [5]. At the age of feven years, or about A. D. 679, he was 
brought to the monaftery of St, Peter, and committed to the care of Abbot Benedict, 
under whom, and his fucceflbr Ceolfrid, he was moft carefully educated for twelve years 
and he amply repaid the pains taken by them in that fpace, by writing their Lives, which 
have been preferved to our times (d). At the age of nineteen he was ordained Deacon, 
and thenceforward taught and ftudied with incredible diligence, going from his books 
to his prayers, and from his prayers to his books ; being admired by all who knew him, 
and confidered by the Monks as their pattern (e). Yet the great praifes he received no- 
way abated his modefty, which was no Ids conipicuous than his learning. In the year 
702, being then thirty, he was, by the exprefs command of Ceolfrid his Abbot, ordained 
Prieft (as he had been Deacon) by John of Beverly, then Bifhop of Hagulftad or Hexham, 
who had been formerly his preceptor (f) |C]. His amazing diligence and application, 
his comprehenfive genius, his extenfive and various learning, rendered him fo remark- 
able, that his fame quickly paffed the limits of this ifland, and diffufed itfelf through 
the Continent, and more particularly at Rome, from whence Pope Sergius wrote in very 
prefling terms to his Abbot Ceolfrid, that Beda might be fent to Rome, where he wanted 
to confult him upon many important fubjedts (g). But, notwithftanding this honourable 
invitation, Bedc remained in his own cell, and there purfued his ftudies without inter- 
ruption, and never took a journey to Rome, though that was in thofe days very far from 
being uncommon, and one cannot help wondering how he could avoid it [D]. But his 

great 
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[B] The 'very eontroverjy concerning him does his me- 
mory honour, ] The famous Hector Boethius tells us, 
that there has been a great ftruggle between Italy and 
England for the honour of Beda's birth, and that the 
Hillojdans of the firft mentioned country contend that 
he was not only born at, but died, and was interred 
at Genoa, where his tomb was (hewn in j unification 
and fupport of this fact. But, fays he, wherever he 
lived or died, it appears clearly from his own wri- 
tings, and thofe of others, that he fpent part of his 
youth in Italy, and his old age in Northumberland, 
refiding frequently in the famous abbey of Mailros 
(9). Leland is very angry with Boethius for this af- 
ter t ion, and takes a great deal of pains to prove that 
all the fatts mentioned by He&or are abfolutely 
falfe (10). But notwithftanding this, Dempfter has 
thought fit to place him amongft the learned men of 
Scotland (i i), where he fays he lived for fome time, 
though he confefTes that he died in England. He 
cites what is faid of him by Boethius, and adds a great 
many authorities, to prove that there was a Beda who 
flourifhed at Genoa, and gives it as his own opinion, 
that there were two of this name who flourifhed about 
the fame time, were of the fame order, and wrote 
feveral treatifes upon the fame fubjecls, which he 
thinks gave occafion to this confufion ; and that the 
only way to extricate ourfelves from it is, to admit 
that there were t<wo Beda's, one a native of England, 
and the other of Liguria. I do not find, however, 
that Dempfter's opinion in this matter has been much 
followed, or even thought of, and yet it is much 
more worthy of notice tnan his and Boethius's notion 
of his living in Scotland, for which I cannot find fo 
much as the fliadow of any authority. It is true, 
Beda fays a great deal of the Scots in his Ecclefiaftical 
Hiftory, and feems to be very well acquainted with 
their aiFairs : but infiead of making for, this is di- 
rectly againft Dempfter's opinion, in as much as the 
Scots mentioned by Beda were the 'rifh, not the Bri- 
tifh Scots, whom Beda looked upon as Schifmatics 

do- 

[C] Who had been formerly his preceptor*] This 
John of Beverly was a perfon every way of great cha- 
racter, and exemplary piety and learning. He be- 
came Bifhop of Hexham in the reign of Alphrid, 
King of Northumberland, and afterwards was pro- 
moted to be Bifhop of York (13). He had always a 
great afreclion for his difciple Beda, and kept a very 
clofe correfpondence with him. It was probably from 
him that our author took his opinions in reference to 
the monafcic ftate, and the duties of fuch as embraced 
it (14). The Bifhop thought, that in all profeflions 
men ought to labour for their own maintenance, and 
for the benefit of the fociety. He was confequently 
againfl the great errors of this inltitution, which feems 
rather to promote eafe and indolence than religious 
fervour, and afliduous application to ftudy. He per- 
fuaded Beda, that the duties of that kind of life con- 
filled in a fervent and edifying devotion, a ftricT: 
adherence to the rule of the houfe, an abfolutc felf- 
denial with refpeft to the tilings of this world, a tlria 


a con flan t 
, as might 


obedience to the will of his Abbot* and 
profecution of his itudies in fuch a way, 
moft conduce to the benefit of his brethren, and the 
general advantage of the ChrilHan world. Beda 
clofely and conftantly followed thefe inftructions j 
for with refpect to devotion and ftudy, Aicuinus, his 
contemporary, in a letter to the Monks of Wyre- 
muth and Jarrow, congratulates them on this very 
fubject, and treats the life that Beda led, as a kind 
of model for other monks (15). His modefty and 
humility ftand con fe fled not only in his writings, but 
from his actions ; fince he never defired to change his 
condition, or even affected the honours to which he 
might have attained in that condition. In regard to 
obedience it appears, that in taking Deacons and 
Priefts orders, he fubmitted to the commands of his 
fuperiors, and did what they efteemed fitteft for the 
fervice of the community to which he belonged. Yet 
he was very well known to, and much efteemed, by 
this great man when Bifhop of York, and to Princes 
and perfons of the high eft quality : but he turned this 
acquaintance to their advantage, not his, by addr eff- 
ing to them many of his learned works; and, in fine, 
was juft as model!: and pains-taking a Monk as John 
of Beverly was a Bifhop, and their memories may be 
truly faid to have furvived in confequence of their 
virtues. 

[D] One cannot help 'wondering how he could avoid 
it.] We have this on the authority of William of 
Malmfbury, a very careful and diligent author (16), 
one who was not apt to take things upon truft, and 
who, with regard to this very fact, gives us part of 
this Pope's letter to the Abbot Ceolfrid, directing 
him to fend, as he was in duty bound, to Rome] 
Beda, a Monk and Prieft of his monaftery, who 
mould, God willing, fafely return to him again ; the 
Holy Father being defirous to make ufe of his advice 
in affairs relating to the government of the univerfal 
Church. Our author fpeaks very cautioufly of this ; 
he fays he cannot affirm that Beda ever went to Rome* 
but, continues he, that he was invited, and his pre- 
sence much defired there, fufficiently appears by this 
epiftle. That Sergius I. and this Abbot Ceolfrid were 
contemporaries is certain ; and that the Abbot held 
a clofe correfpondence with that Pontiff, appears 
from our author's life of Ceolfrid, fo that there is no- 
thing abfurd in this account at all (17). Yet it mult 
be owned tlm a very great Critic feems to be of opi- 
nion, that this epiftle is not genuine, and confe- 
quently that Beda was never invited to Rome (18). 
I mud confefs there is nothing faid of any fuch letter 
(though many things of lefs importance are mention- 
ed) in Beda's Life of Ceolfrid, or in his Ecclefiaftical 
Hiftory, or at the clofe of his Epitome, where he 
gives a fuccinft account of himfelf and his writings. 
But this is no argument again ft the fad, confidering 
his exemplary modefty, which hinders him from men- 
tioning himfelf on almoft any occafion. But that in 
obedience to this letter he was not fent to Rome, 
feems indeed a proof more difficult'to be got over, 
fince in thofe days the Monks were remarkably fub- 
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great love for retirement and privacy, his affiduous application to his ftudies, and his 
warm affc&ion for his country, molt probably were his motives j and the great ufe his 
labours were of to his brethren, and *o all the clergy in the Northumbrian kingdom, 
probably procured him an intereft fufficient to excufe him from taking this journey, which 
would be the more credible, if it was certain that he never quitted his monaftery, or went 
to reiidc at Cambridge, as fome authors report he did (b \E}. By remaining; thus in his W Todd's MS. 

1 • . . f >L J / ,'i 1 notes on the 

own country, and contenting himlelt with the plealures ot a monaluc lite, he gained Saxon verfion of 
time to make hipfclf matter of almjft every branch of literature, that in thofe times it Beda - 
was poflible for a man to acquire ; and this he did, not with any view either to fame or 
preferment, but for the fake of becoming ufeful to fociecy, and promoting the progrefs 
of the Goipel. It was from thefe noble and generous principles, joined to a zeal for the 
honour of his country, that he undertook to compile his Ecclefialtical Hiftory, in mak- 
ing collections for which he fpent feveral years. It was in fome fenfe a new work, for 
though there were Hidories, as he himlelf informs us (*'), from which he borrowed many f,;Bed. hm. 
things, yet with refpeft to a Church Hiftory, they had no notion of it ; fo that Beda was Ecdef. lib. ifc 
obliged to draw together the matters of which he compofed it, from the Lives of parti- 
cular perfons, the Annals in their convents, and fuch Chronicles as were written before 
his time (£). He had, alfo, much affiftance from the Prelates with whom he was ac- (k) 1M. HI*. & 
quainted, who fhev/ed him very great refpedt, and who, wichout all doubt, were very c ' l " 
ready to make fuch enquiries, and to obtain for him fuch accounts, as he judged requifite 
and neceflfary. For they might eafily forefee, that a Hiftory like this, addrefled to the 
then King of Northumberland, and (/) patronized by molt of the Prelates in England, <7;p rae fat.cio- 
would have the greateft regard paid to its authority, and become a kind of record in £°^™]f 0 C8i 
ccclefiaftical affairs. We need not wonder, therefore, at the great communications, cowu?0 " 
which, for the improvement of this work, he from all parts received, or at the manner in 
which it is written, fince both were calculated for the fervice of the Church, and we have 
reafon to believe, anfwered their purpofes very effectually. It Wis from the fame motives, 
that we find his Hiftory fo highly commended in fuccecding times (m) : and even in ours, ( m ) Gut. 
in which there is fo great a difference of manners and cuftoms, it continue^ to be of great ^ Il I IT, S ,,de A 

^ » • • ct~ 1 • n 1 , a 'P. Oft. Reg. An- 

and great authority, even in the opinion or luch, as jultly condemn the fuperltitious gi. lib. i. c Hi. 

legends that are inserted in it (n). So that taking all things together, there are few books See the note 

that have obtained a greater credit, or fupported it longer, than this work of Beda's, by 

which he became generally known to the learned world in his own time, and by which his 

fame is likely to be tranfmitted to latclt pofterity [F]. He publifhed this Hiftory in 73 \ , 

when, 
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miflive to the Holy See : yet (befides what is faid in 
the text) there appears one very clear and eafy an- 
fwer. Ceolfrid might have refolved to fend him, and 
might have caufed him to receive Prieft's orders for 
that purpofe, and yet the defign might be laid afide 
on that Pope's deceafe, which happened in Septem- 
ber 701 (19). To decide on this fubjedt would be 
a very great prefumption : I only ftate the queftion, 
and the reafons on both fides, which in fome former 
accounts of this learned man have not been taken no- 
tice of at all. 

[E] Went to rejide at Cambridge, as fome authors fay 
he did^\ This, alfo, is a point not very well cleared 
up by the Critics, and, therefore, fcarcely mentioned 
by fuch as have written the Life of Beda heretofore. 
Fuller, indeed, hints at it in a line (20), but there is 
not a letter concerning it in later authors : Yet it is 
not fo unfounded or unfupported a facl as not to de- 
fer ve the leaft notice. Bale, in his fir It edition, which 
the reader will find often quoted in this work, and 
which differs widely from what he publifhed after- 
wards, pofitively affirms it (21). Dr. John Allcock, 
Bifhop of Ely, in a Conftitution of his, printed by 
Richard Pynfon, directed the prayers of the Church 
for the foul of Beda, as having been of the univerfity 
of Cambridge. It is farther certain, that there was 
formerly between St. John's-college and St. Sepul- 
chre's church a little, low, round-houfe, which went 
by the name of Beda's lodgings. Thefe and many 
other arguments (few of greater weight) I find ufed 
by my author to eftablifh this facl:, and thereby the 
antiquity of the univerfity of Grantchefter or Cam- 
bridge (22) : but the advocates for Oxford treat them 
with very great contempt, but aflemble, on the 
other hand, as trivial arguments to prove the con- 
trary, and more efpecially in regard to our author Be- 
da, who, they affirm, neither did nor could ftudy 
there ; which, as they throw fome light upon his hif- 
tory, deferve, therefore, to be remembered. It is 
evident, that to deitroy the notion of his having ei- 
ther ftudied or taught at Cambridge, too great weight 
has been laid upon what himfelf fays of his not going 
out of his monaftery (23), which is certainly to be 
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underflood with great reftriclion : For we are to con- 
fider, that though his cell was at Jarrow, and confe- 
quently when he fpeaks of his monaftery, we muft 
generally undeiftand that, yet even this is not to be 
done always ; for this and the monaftery at Were- 
mouth having but one founder, Benedict, who go- 
verned them both (though he had an Abbot in each 
of them under him) are frequently taken for one 
monaftery, and no doubt though Beda refided at Jar- 
row, yet he fometimes went to Weremouth. Be- 
fides, he muft certainly have been bred there in his 
youth, before his own monaftery at Jarrow was finifh- 
ed. Add to all this, that it plainly appears from his 
own writings, that he fpent part of the year 633, or 
634, at York with Bilhop Egbert (24); fo that we (24) Epiftoia 


muft not allow the writers on either fide in this con- 
troverfy to miflead us. But his going out of his mo- 
naftery is no proof that he went to Cambridge, though 
it muft be allowed that he might poffibly have gone 
there, had there been a univerfity eftablifhed there in 
his time. But upon the whole there is no conclufive 
proof at all, either way, which is the only thing that 
in reference to this point, after a review of fo many 
authors, can be eftablifhed. 

f F] Is likely to be tranfnitted to latejl poflerity. 1 ^ The 
title of this work, in the edition of Heidelbergh, in 
1587, the oldeft I have fcen, is Ecclefiafticte Hifloria 
Gentis Anglorum Libri quinque, Beda Anglofaxone au- 
tore ; i. e. * Five Books of the Ecclefialtical Hiftory 
1 of the Englifh Nation, by Beda, an Anglo-Saxon.' 
There was, indeed, an edition of this work printed 
at Antwerp in 1550, and the Heidelbergh edition 
before mentioned was followed by another at Co- 
logne in 160 1 . It was printed again in folio with the 
Saxon Verfion, attributed to King Alfred, together 
with learned notes by Abraham Wheloc, at Cam- 
bridge in 1644. Francis Chifflet printed it in quarto 
at Paiis in 1681, with his own notes, which are very 
curious, though in fome particulars he is certainly 
miftaken, as will be hereafter fhewn. Befides thefe, 
there was another edition undertaken by Dr. Smith, 
Prebendary of Durham, which was publifhed at 
Cambridge in 1722, in folio, by his foil George 
H h Smith, 
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when, as himfelf informs us, he was fifty-nine years of age ; but before he publiftied this, 
he had written a multitude of other books upon a vail variety of lubje&s, a catalogue of 
which he fubjoined to this Hiftory, by which he had obtained lb great and fo eltabliflied 
a reputation, that we find he was confulted by the greateft Prelates of that age, in their 
mod momentous affairs, and particularly by Egbert Biihop of York, who was himlelf a 
very knowing and learned man, confidering the times in which he lived (*). The ftrtct 
friendlhip which fubfiited between him and our author Beda, fumiflied the latter with 
an opportunity of writing him an epiftle, which is very far rrom being the leaft confider- 
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Smith, Efq; with notes and differ tations. But be- 
fore printing was in ufe, all our old Hiftorians had 
recourfe to it, and copied from it, fo that we often 
read the works of Beda in thofe of other men, which 
is the lefs wonderful, fince, with regard to the period 
his Hiftory relates to, they could not find many other 
authorities, and arnongft them none better than his. 
John Leland, one of the molt confiderable, and cer- 
tainly one of the molt capable, of our Antiquaries, has 
made great collections out of the manufcript copies of 
our author, which very plainly prove the authentic- 
nefs of our pre lent copies ; and in his Hiftory of Bri- 
tifh writers, he has given a large commendation of 
this and other treati fes of Beda's. We might cite 
many other authorities to the fame purpofe : but that 
we may not detain the reader too long, we will con- 
tent ourfelves with giving him Bifhop Nicolfon's 
critical account of this performance, which runs 
thus (25) : 

■ What we are at prefent concerned in, is, his Ec- 

* clefiaftical Hiitory of this Ifland, in five books, 

* which have had many impreflions in Latin, the 
€ language wherein he penned them. It is plain he 

* had feen and perufed ieveral chronicles of the Eng- 
' lilh Kings before his own time, witnefs that expref- 

* fion, U/ide cuntlis placuit regum temp or a computanti* 
6 bus, Sec. (26). But he full attempted an account 
6 of their Church affairs, and kept correfpondence in 

* the other kingdoms of the Heptarchy, the better to 

* enable him to give a true ftate of Chriftianity 

* throughout the whole nation. He treats, indeed, 
« mofl largely of the converfion of Northumberland, 

* and the progrefs of religion in that kingdom ; but 

* always intermixes what other relations he could bor- 

* row from books, or learn from fuch living teilimo- 
c nies as he believed to be credible. Some have 

* renfured his Hillory as compofed with too great 

* partiality, favouring on all occafions the Saxons, 

* and depreffing the Britons. Such a charge is not 

* wholly groundlefs. He mull be pardoned for fluf- 

* fing it here and there with thumping miracles, the 

* natural product, of the zeal and ignorance of his 
€ age, efpecially fince fo little truth was to be had of 
g the Saints of thofe days, that there was a fort of 

* neceflity of filling up books of this kind with fuch 

* pleafant legends, as the chat of the country, or a 

* good invention, woula afford a man. It is worth 

* our obfervaiion, that none of the writers of his own 

* life has mentioned one fingle miracle wrought by 

* him, becaufe they had enough of truth to relate ; 

* not but that we may boldly reckon him (as a fo- 

* reign Miniiler is faid once to have done) a much better 
? Saint than any of thofe Thaumaturgi that we read 
' of in his Hiftory. There was a paraphrafe made 

* of it in the Englifh Saxon tongue, which has been 

* printed, together with the original Latin text; but 

* whether it was done by the famous King Alfred, 
c or fome other hand, we are not very certain (27). 

* Mr. Wheloc dares not be pofitive, yet thinks it 

* very probable, that it was the work of that great 

* monarch, to whom (in his title-page) he has confi- 

* dently afcribed it. Sir John Spelman proves him 

* the author from a difticn in the front of that very 

* manufcript, out of which Mr. Wheloc afterwards 

* publiftied it, which runs thus : 

Hiftoricus quondam fecit me Bacda Latinum 
Alfred Rex Saxo tranflulit ille prius. 

This ftory learne<f BED E in Latin 'wrought 

A Saxon Garb King ALFRED to it brought. 

Our Prelate then cites the authority of the famous 
Dean Hicks upon this fubjeel, but in fuch a manner, 
that it is not eafy to guefs what weight it had with 
him. He mentions alio the animadverfions of Fran- 
cis Junius (28), and fome manufcripts of Beda's Hif- 
tory in the Oxford libraries (where indeed there are 


many), and infills upon one in Corpus-Chrifti-col- 
lege, which he aiferts Wheloc never law. He then 
clofes his account of this Eccleliaftical Hiftory thus : 

s The book itfelf was tranflated into Englifh by 
« Thomas Stapleton, Doctor of Divinity in the uni- 
" venity of Louvain (29). But (as on other occafions 

* he has fhewn himfelf too partially inclined to ferve 
« the interefts of his own Church) we have here fome- 

* times jult caufe to complain, that he does not deal 

* fairly and honeftly with us. Richard Lavingham 

* (Prior of the Carmelite, monaftery at Briftol, and a 

* mighty writer in Divinity about the latter end of 
« th^ fourteenth century) is reported to have epito- 
4 mized Beda's Hiftory, beginning with his work 
' Britannia cui quondam Albion, Sec. (30) There's 
« fuch an abftract added in Wheloc's edition, with a 
c continuation to the year 766, which perhaps may 

* be the fame : for though it does not begin with 

* thefe words, Beda himfelf begins with fuch as are 

* very like them ; and to confound two writers, if 
' they appear under the fame cover, is no great 
' tranfgreftion in my author. There's another ano- 

* nymous continuer of this Hiftory who defcends be- 
' low the Conqueft, and whofe book (now m manu- 

* fcript in the public library at Oxford) is quoted by 

* fome of our moil learned writers (31).' 

There are fome things of importance that may be 
added to thefe remarks. It is highly probable, though 
the Bifhop feems to infinuate the contrary, that the 
Latin verfes fpeak nothing but the truth, in afcribing 
the Saxon veriion of Beda's Hiftory to King Alfred, 
and the great objection to it is eafily anfwered ; for 
though at rlrft fight it may feem ftrange, and indeed 
abfurd, to believe that fo great a King mould be the 
author of fo many books and tranflations as pafs under 
his name ; yet when we confider that he had many 
learned men about him, of whofe affiflance he made 
ufe, or perhaps only revifed and corrected their wri- 
tings, the thing does not appear quite fo improbable : 
To which we may add another obfervation, that the 
Saxon tongue arrived at the highell pitch of elegancy 
in his time ; that the tranflations afcribed to him are 
all penned in a very fine, and as near as can be in the 
fame, ftyle, which feems to be an evidence of their 
having palled the hands of the fame fkilful corrector 
(32). As to the continuations of Beda's Hiitory, 
there are feveral ; one of which, in three books, is 
added to Beda's Hiftory in the Heidelberg edition. 
It is alfo requifite to obferve, that at the end of Be- 
da's Hiftory there is an Epitome or Breviary ; to 
which alfo there is an addition made by an unknown 
author, who continues the chronology from 731 to 
761 (33)- The tranflation made by Dr. Stapleton is 
dedicated to Queen Elizabeth ; and the defign of that 
tranflation was to fupport the Popifh religion, as ap- 
pears plainly by a fhort treatife placed before it, bear- 
ing this title : * Differences between the Primitive 
' Faith of England, continued almoft this thoufand 

* Years, and the late pretended Faith of Proteftants, 
■ gathered out of the Hiftory of the Church of Eng- 
1 land ; compiled by Venerable Bede, an Englifh- 
' man, about eight hundred Years palt (34).' It is 
no great wonder therefore, that an author who under- 
took his work with fuch a view, fhould prove no very 
faithful tranflator: But, however, the Hiftory of Be- 
da, even as he has given it in Englifh, might in many 
paffages be fhewn to be far enough from favouring the 
modern doctrines of the Church of Rome, of which 
we fhall take occafion to fay fomevvhat in another 
place. Indeed I think it would be a work of great 
ufe and honour to our country, if wc had a new and 
correct tranflation of this Hiftory compared with the 
Saxon verfion, and enriched with notes ; fince it 
would afford a much better body of Civil as well as 
Church Hiilory, than is extant in our language, and 
would afford very fair opportunities of explaining and 
illuftrating our Saxon laws, cu floras and antiquities. 

able 
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able of his works, becaufe it (hews us at once the temper and character of both thofe 
great men, and affords us fuch a picture of the then Rate of the Church, as is no where 
tile to be met with (p). This epillTe was one of the laft, and indeed probably the very f>;SeeCohier'i 
laft, of our author's writings-, and in it he exprefles himfelf with much clearnefs and hIw^^v 
freedom, as well in regard to the advice, which, at his requeft, he gave to that Prelate, p. «m- 
as in reference to the many inconveniences, which he wifely forefaw muft proceed from 
the humour that then prevailed, of multiplying religious houfes, to the prejudice both of 
Church and State (q) It is, to fay the truth, in every refped, a very well-written and ( q) s ce thcfub- 
exatt treatife, and, therefore, defcrves to be as well known to the world as his Hiftory, | a |^/^ 9 ' 
to which, in fome refpedh, it may ferve as an appendix, both with regard to the matter [g\. 
it contains, and the manner in which it is penned, being in part hiftorical, and in part 
an exhortation [GJ. It appears from this epiftle, that he was very much indsfpofed when 

he 
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[G] Being in part hiftorical, and in part an exhor- 
tation.] We find in Leland, that this epiftle of Beda 
was in fome copies addreffed to Egbert, Bifhop of 
Holy Iiland ; but that judicious writer fufpected that 
it was a mi (lake (35). Yet John Bale tranferibes the 
error without taking the leaft notice of the correction ; 
but to make it agree better in point of time than it 
did before, he adds, that this Egbert floiirifhed in 
730 ; and tells us alfo, without any authority, that 
he wrote a letter of thanks in anfvver to Beda's epif- 
tle (36). Bilhop Godwin copies thefe errors, the laft 
only excepted ; for he places the death of Egbert, 
Bilhop of Holy I (land, in 721, where it ought to be 
(37). It is, however, evident from the epiftle itfelf, 
in which Bede fays, that it was then about thirty 
years fince the death of Iling Alfrid (38) ; that at the 
fooneft it was written in 734, that is, thirteen years 
after the death of the Prelate to whom Bale will have 
it add re/Ted, or four years after his death, as he him- 
felf has placed it, purely to avoid this difficulty. 
This Egbert, agreeably to what our author Bede ad- 
vifed him, aflumed the title of Archbifhop of York, 
though his predeccfTors had been content with that of 
Bifhop. He fucceeded Wilfred II. in the year 732, 
and was equally diftinguifhed by his birth, ftation, 
and learning. With refpeft to the firft, he was of the 
blood royal; as to the fecond, he enjoyed the office 
of Archbifhop and Metropolitan ; and in reference to 
the third, his writings bear fufficient evidence, as 
well as the character beftowed upon him by William 
of Malmfbury, and other ancient writers (39). Nei- 
ther ought it to be at all confidered as a diminution 
of his credit, that he was fo defirous of having our 
author Bede's advice about the government of his 
church ; fince it is certain, that at this time he was 
looked upon as the honour of his country. But it is 
now time to come to the work itfelf. In this, amongft 
other heads of advice, he recommends the finifhing 
St. Gregory's model, to this Prelate, by virtue of 
which York was to have been a metropolis with twelve 
Suffragans (40). He infifts upon coming up to this 
plan, the rather, becaufe in fome woody, and almofl 
impafTable, parts of the country, there were feldom 
any Bifhops came either to confirm, or any Priells to 
inftruct the people ; and, therefore, he is of opinion 
that the erecting new Sees would be of great fervice to 
the Church. For this purpofe he fuggefts the expe- 
dient of a Synod to form the project, and adjuft the 
meafures ; and that an order of court fhould be pro- 
cured to pitch upon fome monaftery, and turn it into 
a Bifhop's See: And to prevent oppofition from the 
religious of that houfe, they mould be foftened with 
fome conceflions, and allowed to chufe the Bifhop 
out of their own fociety, and that the joint govern- 
ment of the monaftery and diocefe mould be put into 
his hands. And if the altering the property of the 
houfe mould make the increafing the revenues necef- 
fary, he tells him there are monafteries enough that 
ought to fpare part of their eitates for fuch ufes ; and, 
therefore, he thinks it reafonable that fome of their 
lands mould be taken from them and laid to the 
Bifhopric, cfpecially fince many of them fall fhort of 
the rules of their inititution (41) . And fince 'tis com- 
monly faid, that feveral of thefe places are neither 
fcrviceable to God nor the commonwealth, becaufe 
neither the exercifes of piety and difcipline are prac- 
tifed nor the eitates poflbfl'cd by men in a condition 
to defend the country; therefore if the houfes were 
"fome of them turned into Bifhoprics, it would be a 
feafonable provifion for the Church, and prove a very 
commendable alteration. A little after he in treats 


(43) Ibid, p.261. 


Egbert to ufe his intereft with King Ceolwulf, to re- 
verie the charters of former Kings for the purpofes 
above mentioned: For it has fometimes happened, 
fays he, that the piety of Princes has been over-Ia- 
vifh, and directed amifs. He complains farther, that 
the monafteries were frequently filled with people of 
unfuitable practices ; that the country feemed over- 
ftocked with thofe foundations ; that there were 
fcarcely eitates enow left for the Laity of condition ; 
and that, if this humour increafed, the country 
would grow disfurnifhed of troops to defend their 
frontiers (42). He mentions another abufe crept in (42)7^^.260, 
of a higher nature : That fome paribus of quality of 
the Laity, who had neither fancy nor experience for 
this way of living, ufed to purchale fome of the 
Crown-lands, under pretence of founding a mona- 
ftery, and then get a charter of privileges figned by 
the King, the Bifhops, and other great men in Church 
and State i and by thefe expedients they worked up 
a great eftate, and made themfelves Lords of feveral 
villages. And thus getting difcharged from the fer- 
vice of the commonwealth, they retired for liberty, 
took the range of their fancy, feized the character of 
Abbots, and governed the Monks without any title to 
fuch authority ; and, which is Hill more irregular, 
they fometimes don't flock thefe places with Religi- 
ous, properly fo called, but rake together a company 
of ftrolling Monks, expelled for their mi/behaviour ; 
and fometimes they perfuade their own retinue to 
take the tonfure, and promife a monadic obedience : 
And having furnifhed their religious houfes with fuch 
ill-chofen company, they live a life perfectly fecular 
under a monadic character, bring their wives into the 
monafteries, and are hufbands and abbots at the fame 
time (43). Thus for about thirty years, ever fince 
the death of King Alfrid, the country has run riot In 
this manner ; infomuch, that there are very few of 
the Lord-Lieutenants, or Governors of towns, who 
have not feized the religious jurisdiction of a mona- 
ftery, and put their Ladies in the fame poft of guilt, 
by making them Abbefles v/ithout patting through 
thofe ftages of difcipline and retirement that fhould 
qualify them for it ; and as ill cuftoms are apt to 
fpread, the King's menial fervants have taken up the 
fame fafhion : And thus we find a great many incon- 
fiftent offices and titles incorporated ; the fame perfons 
are Abbots and Minifters of ftate, and the court and 
cloifter are unfuitably tacked together ; and men are 
trufted with the government of religious houfes, be- 
fore they have practifed any part of obedience to 
them. To flop the growth of this diforder, Bede 
advifes the convening of a Synod ; that a vifitation 
might be fet on foot, and all fuch unqualified perfons 
thrown out of their ufurpation. In fhort, he puts the 
Bifhop in mind, that 'tis part of the epifcopal office 
to infpect the monafteries of his diocefe, to reform 
what is amifs both in head and members, and not to 
fufFer a breach of the rules of the inftitution. 'Tis 
your province, fays he, to take care that the Devil 
does not get the afcendant in places confecrated to 
God Almighty ; that we may not have difcord in- 
ftead of quietnefs, and libertinifm inftead of fobriety. 
There is one thing more to be obferved before we 
part with this epiftle, which is, that it furnifhes us 
with a very clear and direct proof, that our author 
was never at Rome ; for, fpeaking of a cuftom there 
of marking the year from our Lord's death upon the 
candles (44) in their churches, he neither affirms it , 
of his own knowledge, nor fufters it to pafs without ^ 
giving his authority, but clearly relies upon the tefti- 
mony of the Monks with whom he had converfed, 
3 and 


p. 7 59, 


120 


B E D A. 


(r JLelanJ.Col- 
leftan. Vol. iii. 
p. S + . 

(s) De Geft. 
Reg Angler, 
lib. iii. cap. iii. 
p. 22. 

ft) Lehnu. Col- 
lect a. Tcm. iii. 
p. 84; where 
the genuine ac- 
count by Cuth- 
bert is (till pre- 
served. 


(u) Simeon. 
Dunelm. apud 
Decern Scriptor. 
p. 8. 


(*w) Leland, 
ubi fuj>ra. 


fx J W.MJm/b. 
de GeJt, Reg. 
Anglor. lib. i. 
cap. iii, p. 22. 


,(y ) Simeon. 
Dunelm. Hirtor. 
Ecclef. Dunelm. 
lib. iii. c. vii. 
T. Stubbs, Aft. 
Pontif. Ebor. 
ap. D< ccm 
Script, p. 1696. 
Leland. Col- 
leftan. Tom. iii* 
p. 84. 


he wrote it; neither is it at all improbable, that he began now to fall into that declining 
Rate of health, from which he never recovered : fince, if we may depend upon the large 
accounts that are ftill extant of his ficknefs and death, he was taken off by that kind of 
gradual confumption (r), which is frequently fatal to men of fedentary lives, who facri- 
fice in fome meafure their health, by their too ftridt attention to their ft tidies, which 
thofe writers alfb agree, to have been truly the cafe of the learned and indefatigable 
Beda. William of Malmefbury (s) has preferved in his Hiftory, a very large account of 
the manner in which he died, which it plainly appears he took from a treatife that was 
written exprefsly upon that fubjeft, by Cuthberc, oneofBede's difciples, who attended 
him to the'laft, to Cuthwin, another of his difciples, who happened to be at a diftance (/). 
It is from hence we learn, that in the lift ftage of his diftemper he fell into an afthma, 
which he fupported with great firmnefs of mind, though in much weaknels and pain for 
fix weeks together. In all this time, he did not in the leafl: abate of his ufual employ- 
ments in the monaftery, but continued to pray, to inftrudt the young Monks, and to 
profecute the works that were ftill in his hands, that, if poflible, they might be finifhed 
before he died (#). In all the nights of his ficknefs, in which, from the nature of his 
diieafe, he could get but little deep, he fung hymns and prailes to Almighty God ; and 
though he expreffed the utmoft confidence in his mercy, and was able, on a review of his 
own conduft, to declare ferioufiy, that he had fo lived as not to be afhamed to die, yet he 
did not deny his apprehenlions of death, and that dread which is natural to man at the 
approach of his diflblution (w). However, as he knew not the day and hour of his end, 
he was continually a£tive to the laft, and particularly careful about two works, the firft 
was, the translation of the Gofpel of St. John into the Saxon language, for the benefit of 
the Church, and the fecond fome palTages he was extracting from the works of St. Ifidore ; 
and, therefore, at thefe he wrought with great application. The day before his death he 
grew much worfe, and his feet began to fwell ; yet he fpent the night as ufual, and con- 
tinued dictating to the perfon who wrote for him, who obferving his weaknefs, faid, There 
remains now no more but one chapter^ but it fcems very irkfome for you to /peak ; to which 
he anfwered, // is eafy, take another pen, dip it in the ink, and write as fafi as you can (x). 
About nine o'clock he fent for fome of his brethren, to divide among them fome incenfe, 
and other things of little value, which were in his cheft. While he was fpeaking to 
them, the young man who wrote for him, and whole name was Wilberch, faid, There 
is now, Mafler, but one fentence wanting, upon which he bid him write quick, and foon 
after the fame young man faid, // is now done, to which he replied, Weill Thou haft faid 
the truth, it is now done. Take tip my head between your hands, and lift me, lecaufe itpleafes 
me much, to Jit over-againft the place where 1 was wont to pray, and where now fitting, I 
may yet invoke my Father. Being thus feated according to his defire, upon the floor of 
his cell, he faid Glory be to the Father, Son, and Holy Ghojl, and as he pronounced the laft 
word, he immediately expired. The Monk who wrote this account fays pofitively, that 
this happened on Thurlday the twenty-fixth of May, being the tea ft of (Thrift's Afcenfion, 
which clearly determines it to the year 735 (y ). There have been, however, different 
opinions about the time of his death, and very warm controverfies about it, as the reader 
may fee in the notes, where we have given a more particular account of this matter [//]. 

His 
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and who had been eye-witnefles of it, than which 
there cannot be a more full or convincing proof of his 
never having made any fuch journey. 

[H] Where -we have given a more particular account 
of this matter. ] It is not at all wonderful, that with 
refpedl to fads of this natufe at fo great a diftance in 
point of time, and for the fettling of which fo many 
ancient, and many of them far enough from being 
accurate writers, are to be confultcd, there mould be 
fome little difference or difagrcement even amongft 
the moll diligent and careful perfons. But in refer- 
ence to the matter now before us, there is the ltrangeft: 
and moft unaccountable confufion, that for any thing 
I know ever happened about any matter of this na- 
ture ; fince there is a difference amongft writers of nd 
lefs than thirty-feven years. The very learned Dr. 
Cave mentions fome who have placed the death of 
Venerable Bede in 729 (45), that is, two years be- 
fore he publifhed his Hiftory, which is very clearly 
brought down to the year 731; and it is impoffible 
for any one to read it without perceiving this. Her- 
mann us Contractus, Hepidanus, Segebertus Gem- 
blacenfis, and many others, fix his death in the year 
731 (46), probably becaufe his Hiftory ends there; 
but in the fummary or chronology thereto annexed, 
he proceeds as low as the year 734, and we have 
mevvn that his letter*o Egbert, Archbilhop of York, 
was certainly written in that y?ar ; fo that this too is 
plainly an error. The Saxon chronicle, a book other- 
wife of great authority, an J fome other writers, and 
amongft the reft Griffith the Jefuit, who publifhed 


his Annals under the name of Alford, fix his death to 
the year 734 (47), which is indeed fomewhat nearer 
the truth ; but it is very ftrange that moft of thefe 
writers allow that he died upon Afcenfion-day. Car- 
dinal Baronius thinks he lived to be one hundred and 
five, and feveral writers place his dea'th in the years 
762 and 766 (48), for reafons with which there feems 
to be no kind of neceffity we fliould trouble the reader 
here. In regard to the date which we have fixed 
upon, *ta the 7th of the Calends of June, or the 
26th of May, 735 ; it has not only the beft authori- 
ties to fupport it, but may be alfo demonftrated to be 
the true date, from circumftances that will not admit 
of any miftake. But firft, with refpeft to our autho- 
rities, we have the author of the Supplemental Chro- 
nology to Beda's hiftory (49), Simeon of Durham 
(50), Roger Hoveden (51), Thomas Stubbs (52), 
and many others, who are all clear in this point. 
As to the epiftle of Cuthbert, which is tranferibed or 
abridged by William of Malmefbury, the Hiftorian 
of Durham, and many other authors, it does not in- 
deed exprefsly fix the year, but it afligns the day 
clearly, <viz. that it was the 26th of May, and the 
feaft of ChniVs Afcenfion, which agrees with the year 
735, and with none other. The very learned John 
Leland obferves, that Trithemius had extended the 
age of Beda to feventy-two, which he thought a mif- 
take ; and that he might avoid any error of the fame 
kind, he very cautioufty delivers his fentiment, which 
was, that he died at fomewhat more than fixty (53). 
Yet John Bale, with this authority before his eyes, 
4 and 
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His body was interred in the church of his own monaftery at Jarrow, and the ifle where 
he was buried was much reverenced on that account, and numbers of people refortcd 
thither to pray, more efpecially on the anniverfary of his death (z). But in procefs of 
time his body was removed to Durhanf, and placed in the fame coffin or cheft with that 
of St. Cuthbert, as we are informed by many of our ancient hiftorians, and as is clear 
from a very ancient Saxon poem, on the relics preferved in the cathedral of Durham (a). 
It is juftly obferved, that the Monks never forged any miracles of Beda, or pretended 
that he wrought any in his lifetime* but to give fome colour for removing his bones to 
Durh am, they pretended that one Gamelus, a very prudent and pious Monk, was ad- 
monifhed by St. Cuthbert in a dream, to travel through the North of England, and col- 
led the relics of holy men, in order to their being interred with his in the church of Dur- 
ham, that fo they might be better preferved from the infults of facrilegious hands, to ftir 
up the piety of the faithful (£), which, without all doubt, was a device made ufe of for 
the fervice of the Monks at Durham, and anfwered their purpofe very eff dually, by 
rendering their church the mod refpeded of any in the North of England. He had, alfo, 
many epitaphs written upon him, but none that were at all equal to his merit, or capable 
of doing juftice to his memory, as has been rightly remarked by the learned Dr. Hake- 
will (r), and was long before obferved by William of Malmefbury (d). But how ill 
written foever thefe epitaphs may be, they at leaft ferve to Ihew the good intention of 
their authors, and in how great repute the memory of Beda has been for learning and 
fandity, from the times ncareft his dece^fe down to our own It is very certain, that 

his great learning and unaffeded p.ety gaine J him, even amongft his contemporaries, a 
ve y high and general efteem \ inloniuch that, if we may believe fome anchors his Ho- 
milies were read publicly in the churches in his lifetime, which being a new and fingular 
honour, there arofe fome difficulty about the title that fhould be given him in the preface 
to thofe ledures ; and as it was thought too much to ftile him Saint while yet alive, the 
title of Venerable was fixed upon as more proper, or, at leall, as kf> liable to objection [e). 
There are befides this, fome very fabul >us accounts given us of his acquiring this lirnarrv ; 
fo that on the whole it is become a difputable poinr, why he has been, both by ancient 
and modern writers, conftantly called Venerable Bede, into which we fh^Il give the reader 
as much light as is in our power (f) [K]. The advantage he had, of being brought up by 
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and with this farther die um fiance, that Beda was 
fifty-nine when he publilhed his Hiitory, which Le- 
land alfo obferves, falls into two very grofs errors, 
affirming that he died in 734 at the age of feventy- 
two (54) ; which fhews how cautious we ought to be 
in trufting to the dates of that author, who borrowed 
moft of his facts in thefe ancient lives from Leland ; 
but, in tranferibing them, forgets his mode fly and 
exaclnefs. In the preface, which Sir James Ware' 
placed before thofe treatifes of Beda, which he pub- 
limed, there are fome other authorities and arguments 
ofFered in fupport of the date, to which we adhere 1 
But as we apprehend the reafons already given are fuf- 
Jfcient to fatisfy the reader, we lhall decline any thing 
farther on this head. 

[/] From the times tiearefl his deceafe, down to our 
o<wn>] ic mull be acknowledged, that poetry was in a 
very low condition at the time our author flouri/hed, 
and even at his deceafe. We find in the collections 
made by the learned and laborious Leland, abun- 
dance of inftances of this, which he had collected 
from various manufcripts of that age; and amonglt 
thefe there are fome of Beda's. There we find alfo 
the epitaph, which Malmefbury juftly cenfures as 
highly unworthy of being placed on the tomb of fo 
excellent a perfon, and which does no honour to the 
Monks- of thofe times, fince it plainly mews, they 
could produce nothing better. In Latin it runs 
thus (55) : 

Epitaph. Bedce. 

< Prefbyter hie Beda requiefcit, Game fepultus. 

* Dona, Chriite, animam in ccelis gaudere per aevum, 

< Daqueilli Sophiae debriari fonte cui tarn 
1 Sufpiravit ovans intento femper amore. 

In Englifti thus ; 

* BEDA the Priell's remains, lie buried ben, 

* Grant him, O CHRIST, to drink from fountain 

* clear, 

« Ofhearfnly WISDOM, in thy prefence plac'd, 

* Which here on earth he thirfted Jo to tafte. 

ii^ii't • * »if nr 1 /i~tj nil iO D/ninoy hrioo*! 
Dr. Hake will, a very ingenious and learned man, 
who had undertaken to refute a common opinion % that 
the earth and all things thereon decayed, and that 
every thing declined daily, fo that the diflblution of 
Vol. II. 


the world might be juftly expected from its old age, 
produces this epitaph to prove this doctrine falfe with 
regaru to Latin poetry ; fince this would not be borne 
with now, which then probably might be efteemed 
excellent. I will not fay that he intended it, but 
certainly fo it is, that his Englilli tranflation affords 
as ftrong, or rather a ftronger proof in fupport of his 
argument, than the Latin before cited ; and I can 
fcarcely make a queftion that the reader will be of 
this opinion when he has perufed it. 

Dr. Hake will's Tranflation (56). 

■ Prefbyter Beda's corfe refts buried in this grave, 
( Grant, Chrift," His' foul in Heaven eternal joys may 
' have. 

' Give him to be drunk tfre woll of wifdom, to 
* Which with fuch joy and love he ftriv'd and breathed 
< fo.' 

But as remarkable as this may be, I mail mention 
another epitaph on Beda which is more fo. There is 
nothing amifs in the former but the harfhnefs of the 
verfe, from which, perhaps, the latter is not abfo- 
lutely free ; but then it abounds with more eftential 
errors : it places the death of Beda at a wrong time ; 
it makes him upwards of ninety when he died, and 
has been (fo far as I can trace them) the fource of 
moft of the miftakes mentioned in the former note. 
This epitaph, the author and antiquity of which 
ought to add no great authority, is as follows (^7) : 

Bedee Epitaphium. 

Beda Dei famulus, Monachorum nobile lidusj 

Finibus e terras profuit Eccleiize ; 
Solers ifte Patrum icrutando per omnia fenfum, 

Eloquio viguit, plurima compofuit. 
Annos hac vita, ter duxit rite triginta 

Prelbyter officio, utilis ingenio. 
Jani feptenis viduatus carne Kaiendis 

Angligena Ange-licam commeruit Patriam. 

[K] We Jhall give the reader as much light as is i4 
our power.] The reafon mentioned in the text con- 
cerning the reading his homilies in his lifetime, ferves 
very well to fatisfy fuperhcial and hafty writers ; and 
therefore one need not wonder, that Fuller fearched 
I i no 
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Abbot Benedict, John of Beverley, and other great men, enabled him to make a quick 
progrefs in fcience, and his amazing diligence and application, during the ipace of fdrty- 
three years, might very well afford him time to write a great number of books upon very 
different fubje&s. He has himfelf given us a fhort and plain lift of all the treatifes he had 
compofed before he publilhed his Ecclefiaftical Hiftory, of which we have already given 
an account, as well as of his epiftle to Egbert Archbilhop of York, which he certainly 
wrore after the publilhing of that Hiftory as he likewiie did lome other treaties, though 
not near fo many as have been afcfibed to him, which renders it a very difficult thing to 
give a clear account of his writings, as all who have meddled with this fubjeft acknow- 
ledge, and as the reader will plainly perceive, by what we are obliged, from the nature 
of this work, to deliver in the notes (g)[£). Thele his labours were fo well received m 

his 


(58) Church 
Hiftory of Bri- 
tain, Cent Vlir. 
b. ii. p. 99. 


(59} Gundlingii 
Obtervat. ad 
Rem literariam 
fpectan. Tom. 
xii. p. 196. 
(£0) Id. Hid. 
p. 197. 


(61) Petr.Equi- 
lin. Catol. Sane* 
torum, in Vita 
Beds. 

(62) Flor. Sane 
torum, p. 397, 


(63) Opcr. 
Bedse, Tom. viii J 
P-357- 


no farther. Saint, fays he, they thought too much, 
plain Beda too little, and therefore Venerable was a 
middle term, very luckily hit upon in his judgment 
and theirs (58). I do not intend to difpute any part 
of his argument with him, but barely the matter of 
fad ; for in regard to this I am not fatisfied, the au- 
thority he quotes being infufficient to prove he was fo 
called in his lifetime. But the contrary may be very 
eafily and effectually made out. Albinus Flaccus, or 
Alcuinus, his contemporary and fcholar, does not 
ftile him Venerabilis, but Sacerdos, or DoeJor eximius. 
Amalarcus calls him Dominus, and Ufuardus plain 
Beda (59). But Marianus Scotus, and feveral au- 
thors, do not at all fcruple calling him Sanelus (60). 
Befides, the old epitaph quoted in the preceding note, 
plainly deftroys this opinion, and (hews that he en- 
joyed during his life no higher, indeed no other title, 
than that of Prefbyter Bede. But befides this account 
of the matter, which is rational enough if it was true, 
we have two others equally fabulous and falfe, yet 
mil worth relating. The firft refers to his lifetime, 
and lays the fcene thus : When Beda was grown old, 
and through age blind, one of his young difciples 
carried him abroad to a place where there lay a great 
heap of ftones, and told him he was furrounded by a 
great crowd of people, who waited with much filence 
and attention to receive his fpiritual confolation. The 
good old man accordingly made a long difcourfe, 
which he concluded with a prayer, and the ftones very 
punctually made their refponfe, Amen, Venerable 
Bede (61). This very filly ftory is founded on two 
falfe notions concerning him. 1. That he had the 
title of Venerable in his lifetime. 2. That he fur- 
vived to extreme age, and was blind. The fecond 
fabulous tale refers this title to his death (62), when 
a young man, or, as this llory reports, a Monk, ftu- 
dying for ah epitaph got thus far, 

Hac funt in folia B E D JE ofTa. 

His head not being well turned for Poetry, he could 
find no words to fill up this hiatus in his leonine, and, 
after tormenting himfelf .to no purpofe, fell afleep ; 
but the next morning returning to his tafk, he, with 
infinite aftonifhment, found the line already com- 
pleted, thus : 

Hac funt in fojja Beda Venerabilis ojfa. 

In Engliftv, 
Here, in the Jslent grave, are laid, 
The hones of Venerable BEDE. 

Some authors vary this ftory a little, by telling us 
the young Monk wrote firft, as an infcription for our 
author's tomb, this verfe (63). 

Hac jacent in foffa Bed.-e Prejbyteri offa. 

But in his fleep, being feverely rebuked for injuring 
the fame of fo good a man by fo miferable a line, he 
was inftructed to amend it thus ; 

Hac jacent in foffa Beda: Venerabilis ofTa. 

It is evident enough, even from thefe idle and ridicu- 
lous flories, that thofe who contrived them were de- 
firous of giving fome reafon dr other for Bede's being 
ftiled Venerable-, and rather than put themfelves to 
the trouble of fearching for what might be fatisfactory, 
they invented fuch fables as thefe, which furely in- 
jure his memory much more than if they had left the, 
fubject wholly untouched. But the truth feems to 
be, that though he had not this title given him in 
"this life, or immediately after his deceafe, yet the 


cuftom of calling him fo is very ancient, and was 
brought in by thofe who quoted his writings, who at 
firft making ufe of this phrafe, * we find fuch and 

* fuch things in the writings of the Venerable Prieft 

* Beda/ they began by degrees to let drop the word 
Prieft % and fo called him the Venerable Bede : an ap- 
pellation which, as a learned Popifti writer fays, he 
juftly deferved, as well for his lingular piety, as for 
his remarkable modefty (64). And a Proteftant 
writer, of as great character, fays, that he was one 
of the beft and holieftof men, and thereby truly me- 
rited the title of Venerable (65). 

[L] By what <we are obliged, from the nature of 
this work, to deliver in the notes.] The firft catalogue 
of Beda's works, as we have before obferved (66), 
we have from himfelf, at the end of his Ecclefiaftical 
Hiftory, which contains all he had written before the 
year 731. This we find copied by Leland (67), who 
alfo mentions fome other pieces he had met with of 
Beda's, and points out likewife feveral that parted 
under his name, though in his judgment fpurious. 
John Bale, in the firft edition (68) of his book, which 
he finilhed in 1548, mentions ninety-fix treatifes 
written by Beda ; and in his laft edition (69) he 
fwells thefe to one hundred and forty-five tracts ; and 
declares at the clofe of both his catalogues, that there 
were numberlefs pieces of our author's befides, which 
he had not feen. Pits, according to his ufual cuftom 

(70) , has much enlarged even this catalogue ; though, 
to do him juftice, he appears to have taken great 
pains in drawing up this article, and mentions the 
libraries in which many of thefe treatifes were to be 
found. I fay nothing of the catalogues given by Tri- 
themius, Dempfter, and others, becaufe much infe- 
rior to thefe. Several of Beda's books were printed 
very early, and, for the moft part, very incorrectly ; ' 
but the firft general collection of his works appeared 
at Paris in 1544, in three volumes in folio. They 
were printed again, in 1554, at the fame place, in 
eight volumes. They were publifhed in the fame fize 
and number of volumes, at Bafil, in 1563, reprinted 
at Cologne in 1612, and laftly at the fame place in 
1688. A very clear and diftinct account of the con- 
tents of thefe volumes, the reader may find in the 
very learned and ufeful collection of Cafimir Oudin 

(71) . But the molt exact and fat is factory detail of 
Beda's life and writings, we owe to that accurate, ju- 
dicious, and candid Benedictine John Mabillon (72), 
to whom we are much indebted for what we have 
given the reader in relation to this great writer in the 
text, with refpect to his a&ions and courfe of life, his 
piety, zeal, learning, public fpirit, and indefati- 
gable application. Neither has any critic exerted his 
(kill more effectually than he, though largely, and 
with copious extracts interfperfed. But the eafieft, 
plaineft, and moft concife reprefentation of Beda's 
writings, in reference to our defign, occurs in the 
learned Dr. Cave's juftly efteemed performance (73) ; 
and therefore in his method, though with many ad- 
ditional remarks and elucidations, we mall proceed. 

The Works of Venerable Beda that are publijhed. 

I. De Rerum natura liber ; i. e. * Of the nature of 
1 Things.' 

This occurs in his own Index, in the other cata- 
logues of his writings, and is the firft treatife in the 
fecond volume of his works, in the Cologne edition 
of 1612. 

II. De Temporum ratione ; i. e. 1 Of the Reafon of 
« Times.' 

TJlJl 
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his own time, and for many ages after, that we find a great character bellowed upon him 
by the mod eminent authors, as well as the moft competent judges y who thought it a 

tribute 
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This treatife occurs likewife in his own, and in all 
the other catalogues. It is a treatife of Chronology 
infer ted in the fecond volume of his works, page 43. 
There is, however, a later and more correct edition 
of this treatife printed in Germany (74), which de- 
ferves to be confulted whenever his works are re- 
printed. 

III. De fex ^EtatiBus Mundi Liber ; i. e. ' Of the 
' Six Ages of the World.' 

It appears plainly to have been written in 726, and 
is mentioned, though with fome variation in the title, 
in his own catalogue. It is printed in the fecond vo- 
lume of his works, page 103, and feparately at Paris 
in 1507, in 4to. It was alfo printed at Cologne with 
notes, and a continuation by John Bronchorft. 

IV. De Temporibus ad intelligendam Supputationem 
Temporam S. Scripture ; i. «. 4 Of the Account of 

■ Time, in order to the undemanding Scripture 

* Computations.' 

This appears to be a fhorter treatife on the fame 
fubject with the foregoing (II), and was apparently 
written before it, fa that it is wrong placed in his 
works, Vol. II. page 118 ; but being fo placed, it 
feemed but requifite we ftiould fo place it here, that 
the amendment fuggerted might be the better under- 
flood. In ihort, inftead of being a fupplement to the 
larger treatife, that is rather a fupplement to this. 

V. Sententi<e ex Cicerone et Ariftotele ; i. e. * Sen- 
4 tences out of Cicero and Ariftotle.' 

This is not in his own, but occurs in fome other 
catalogues, and has therefore found a place in his 
works, Vol. II. page 166; but in the judgment of 
Oudin (75), it is very doubtful whether it ought to 
be afcribed to Beda : Yet if we conftder that fuch a 
collection might be ufeful to his fcholars, it will an- 
fwer all objections. 

VI. De Proverbiis ; i.e. < Of Proverbs. 1 

Of the fame kind with the other 5 but as it (lands 
in his works, Vol. II. page 185, is ftrangely inter- 
polated, and in that refpect may well be denied to be 
the compofure of Beda. 

VII. De Subftantia Element orum ; L e. * Of the 
€ Subftance of the Elements.' 

We do not find this in his account of his own 
works, and indeed it feems to be altogether unworthy 
of him, though printed among ft the reft of his wri- 
tings, Vol. I. page 323. 

VIII. Pbilofopbia libri 4 ; i. e. * Four Books of 

* Philofophy.' 

This likewife occurs in the fame volume of Beda's 
works, but beyond doubt is none of his, as appears 
by the preparatory introductions to each of the four 
books. The learned' Cafimir Oudin (76) inclines to 
think this treatife belongs to William de Conchis, 
who flourifhed about 1140. 

IX. De Pafchaie Ji<ve Equinoclio ; i. e. * Of the 

■ keeping of Eafter, or of the (vernal) Equinox.' 
The learned have been more at a lofs about this 

than about any other of the works of Beda. Baroni- 
us, from an example given therein relating to 776, 
concluded from thence that Beda mult have lived 
longer than that year; but the judicious Primate 
U flier being fenfible this notion could not be main- 
tained, thought this treatife was fpurious, and ought 
to be rejected. But the affiduous Mabillon (77) dis- 
covered from an ancient rnanufcript, that this ex- 
ample was interpolated by a tranferiber, to accom- 
modate it to the year in which he made his copy. It 
is to be found in the firft volume of his works. 

X. De diuinatione Fit & et Mortis ; i. e. * Of the 

* foretelling Life and Death.' 

XL De Area Noe ; i. e. ' Of Noah's Ark.' 

XII. De Linguis Gentium ; i. e. * Of the Languages 
e of Nations.' 

XIIL Oracula Sibyllina ; i. e. € Sibylline Oracles.' 

All of them very low and defpicable performances, 
and of which it may be at firft fight very confidently 
pronounced, they are injurioufly attributed to our 
author. 

XIV. Hiftorice Ecclejiafticee gent is Anglo rum, libri 
5 ; i. e. 4 The Ecclefialhcal Hillory of the Englifh 

* Nation.' 

Of which a large account has been given. 


XV. Vita S. Cuthberti ; i. e. 1 The Life of St. 

* Cuthbert.' 

There is fcarcely any of our author's writings fo 
well attefted as this. We find by his own catalogue, 
that he twice wrote this holy Prelate's life in verfe 
and in profe. He mentions this again in his Hillory 
(78), where he adds many particulars concerning 
him, which had before efcaped his inquiries. It is 
to be found in the third volume of his works. 

XVI. Vita SS Falicis, Vedufti, Columbani, AttaU, 
Patricii, Euftajii, Berto/fi, Amolpbi, Burgondofora ; 
i. e. * Lives of the Saints, Felix, &c.' 

We have reafbn to believe the firft of thefe, viz. 
The Life of St. Felix might fall from the pen of 
Beda ; but for the reft they certainly do not belong 
to Kim, but to others ; as for inftance, the Life of 
St. Patrick to Probus, and that of Burgondofora, an 
Abbefs, to an Italian Monk. 

XVII. Carmen de Juftino Martyrio ; i. e. * A Poem 

* on the Martyrdom of Juftin.' 

We find this with thofe lives before mentioned, in 
the third volume of our author's works ; but there is 
no reafon to believe this, any more than thofe, to be 
his, but quite the contrary. 

XVIII. Martyr ologium ; i. e. 1 A Mar tyro logy.' 
That fuch a work our author actually wrote, we 

have his own authority to prove (79) ; and that he 
took care to fet down therein, not only the days of 
their births and fufferings, but the kinds of deaths 
alfo, and the judges by whom thefe cruel fen tences 
were paffed. But thefe very circ urn fiances plainly 
fhew the Martyr ologium , publiftied at Antwerp under 
the name of Beda, to be either fpurious or interpo- 
lated. This, indeed, has been confeffed by fome 
Popifh writers of unqueftioned fidelity, who likewife 
own that moft of the old Martyrologies are fo treated. 
Yet we are afTured that the genuine, uncorrupted 
work of Beda, is ftill in being, and even publifhed 
(80). But as to the Martyrology in the third volume 
of Beda's works, we may fafely affirm that it ought not 
to be afcribed, as it Hands, to our author. But befides 
thefe, there is another Martyrology, which is by the 
judicious Mabillon afcribed to Beda, and publifhed 
under this title, Marty rologium quod Beda keroico car- 
mine compofuit (81). It is the fame which the rnanu- 
fcript bears from which it was printed, and which 
appears to have been copied within one hundred 
years after the author's deceafe. We fee plainly from 
the work itfelf, that it mull have been compofed in 
the lifetime of Beda, by a Monk of the monastery of 
J arrow, and that it agrees exactly with his Ecclefi- 
aftical Hillory (82). It is indeed true, that it does 
not occur, either in his own or in any other catalogue 
of his works, for which however fome go d reafons 
may be given, viz. as to the firft, it appears by St. 
Wilfrid's being inferted therein, that it was compofed 
later than 731, and fo could not be in Beda's cata- 
logue, publifhed with his Hillory ; as to the fecond, 
all the accounts of Beda's writings leave an et cetera 
large enough for other pieces, capable of as authentic 
proofs as thofe are, already afcribed to this author. 

XIX. De Jitu Hierufalem Iff locorum fanBorum ; i. e. 

* Of the Situation of Jerufalem and the Holy Places.' 
This is confefTedly taken out of a book written on 

the fame fubjeft by Adamnanus, is full of fuperftition 
and fable, fo as to have furnifhed fuch as have cen- 
fured our author with moft of their quotations, to dif- 
credit his writings ; how equitably, the candid and 
judicious reader will judge. 

XX. Interpret atio Nominum Hebraicorum fcif Gra*co- 
rum in Sacris Scripturis occur rentium ; i.e. * An In- 

* terpretation of the Hebrew and Greek Names which. 

* occur in the Holy Scriptures.' 

Someafcribe this to otherauthors, particularly to one 
Remigius, a Monk who lived in the Xth century (83). 
It is digefted alphabetically, and muft have been very 
ufeful in thofe times, when there were very few who 
could read the Scriptures in their original tongues. 

XXI. Excerpta & Colletlanea ; i. e. * Memorable 

* Paffages and Collections.' 

Unworthy of Beda in all refpects, fays the great 
Dr. Cave (84), but it may be his for all that. Young 

men 
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tribute due to his memory ; in paying which they likewife did honour to themfelves, as 
will appear from fome inftances, out of a much greater number that might have been 

given, 
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men make common places out of books they defpife 
when they grow old. 

XXII. /;/ Hexameron, feu de Creatione fex Dierum 
Liber ; i. e. 4 A Treatife on the Hexameron, or 

* Creation in fix Days.' 

XXIIL Explanatio in Pentateuchum & Libros Re- 
gum ; i. e. 4 An Explanation on the Pentateuch and 

* Books of Kings.' 

XXIV. In Samuelem Explanationttm allegoricarum 
Libri quatuor ; i. e. 4 Four Books of allegorical Ex- 
c planations upon Samuel.' 

XXV. Explanations in Efdram 9 Tobiam, Job, Pro- 
werbia, 6sf Cantha ; i. e. 4 Explanations on Efdras, 
« Tobias, Job, Proverbs, and Canticles.' 

Thefe are all contained in the fourth volume of 
Beda*'s works, and are allowed to be his, except only 
three books of Explanations upon Job, which have 
been fully proved, and that even from the authority 
of Beda himfelf, to belong to one Philip, a difciple 
of St. Jerome's (85), who flourifhed much earlier than 
our author, and under his name they have been alfo 
publifhed (86). 

XXVI. De Tabernaculo ac Vafts Cif Veftibus ejus, 
Libri duo \ i. e. 4 Of the Tabernacle and Things 

* appertaining thereto.' 

We find this alfo in the fourth volume of Beda's 
Works, in all the catalogues, and no fcruples have 
been raifed againft it, fo that I think we may juftly 
conclude it his. 

XX VII. Commtntaria in quatuor E<vangelia & ASia 
Apojlokrum ; i. e. 4 Commentaries upon the Four 
1 Gofpeb and Acts of the Apoftles.' 

XXVIII. De Nominibus Locorum, qui in Ail is Apo- 
ftolorum leguntur ; i. e. 4 Of the Names of Places 

* which are mentioned in the Acts of the Apoftles.' 
Thefe all occur in the fifth volume of his Works, 

and though fome fufpicions have been raifed againll 
the Commentaries upon Matthew and John, yet there 
appears to be good reafon for believing them all his, 
except the laft, which feems to be very juftly attri- 
buted to Remigius (87), who is before mentioned in 
No. XX, and may be confidered as afcribed to Beda 
by ignorant perfons, who might find them am on git 
his manufcripts. 

XXIX. Expojttio in feptem Epijlolas eanonicas ; i. e. 

* An Expofition upon the feven canonical Epiftles.' 
We find this work alfo in Beda's fifth volume, and 

there are no fcruples at all moved about its being 
genuine ; and yet there is a circumftance in relation 
to this work, which deferves much confideration. 
We are informed by the accurate and learned Dr. 
Cave, who feems to have been himfelf acquainted 
with this particular by tlje ingenious and induftrious 
Mr. Wharton, that this expofition has been hitherto 
conftantly printed without its Preface or Prologue, 
which ftill appears before an old MS. copy, in the 
library of Gonvil and Caius College in Cambridge, 
This Prologue being tranfcribed by Mr. Wharton, 
and tranfmitted to Dr. Cave, is publifhed by the 
latter (88), and (hews very plainly from its contents, 
the reafon why it never came from the prefs in fo- 
reign countries, viz. becaufe it plainly proves Beda 
was a ftranger to the fupremacy of St. Peter, and in- 
ftead of difcovering it rn the Scriptures, collected 
from thence juft the contrary. 

XXX. Retrattationes Cif Qutrfliones in Acla Apoflo- 
lorum ; i.e. * Retractations and Queftions on the 

* Ads of the Apoftles.' 

Thefe are without doubt juftly attributed to our 
author. 

XXXI. Comment aria in pmnes Epijlolas S. Pauli ; 
i.e. 1 Commentaries upon all the Epiftles of St. 
Paul.' 

We have this, as well as the former, in the fixth 
volume of Beda's Works. But it is neceflary to fay 
fomewhat in explanation of thefe Commentaries. 
They are collections only out of the writings of St. 
Auguftin, who ought rather to be ftyled the author 
of thefe Commentaries than Beda, or whoever elfe 
drew them out of hi* writings and put them together. 
That Beda compofed a work of this kind, or rather 
collected it, is very certain ; but whether this be that 
work, is the true ftate of the queftion. Baronius in- 
clines to afcribe it to one Abbot Peter; but the in- 


quifitive Mabillon has very clearly fhewn, that it be- 
longs not either to this Abbot or our Beda, but to 
one Florus (89), fo that when we have a correct edi- 
tion of the Writings of Venerable Bcde, thefe muii 
be thrown out. 

XXXII. Homiliar de Tempore ; i.e. 4 Homilies for 
4 the Seafons.' 

Thefe make the whole feven th volume of his 
Works. 

XXXIII. Liber de Muliere forii ; i. e. * A Dlf- 

* courfe of the ftrong Woman.' 

An allegory not at all unworthy of, though per- 
haps not juftly attributed to, Beda. 

XXXIV. De Officii; Liber; i. e. < Of Morals, one 
< Book.' 

This is a very poor collection, and plainly none of 
his. 

XXXV. Scintilla five Loci Communes ; i. e. f Sparks, 
c or Common Places.' 

Thefe are to be met with elfewhere (90), as well 
as in the Works of Beda, where they occur in the 
feventh volume : but however they are very poor per- 
formances, and no proof of their belonging to him. 

XXXVI. Fragmenta in Libros Sapientales & Pfal- 
terii <verfus ; i. e. 4 Fragments on the Books cf Wif- 
4 dom and the Pfalms.' 

XXXVII. De Templo Salomon's ; i. e. 4 Of Solo- 
4 mon's Temple.* 

XXXVIII. Qu&Jliones in Ottateuchum i£ quatuor 
Libros Regum ; i. e. * Queftions on the Octateuch, 

* and four Books of Kings.' 

XXXIX. Comment arii in Boethii Libros de Trinitate ; 
i. e. * Commentaries upon Boethius's Books upon 
1 the Trinity.' 

XL. Mcditationis Pajjzonis Chrifti per feptem Diet 
Horas ; i. e. 4 Meditations on the PalEon of Chrift, 
4 for the feven (canonical) Hours of the Day.' 

This, from the very title, appears to have been 
penned much later than the age of Beda, and can by 
no means be reconciled, either in matter or manner, 
to his writings. 

There are befides an infinite number of fmall 
tracts, which are chiefly in the firft volume of his 
Works, on Arithmetick, Grammar, Rhetoric, 
Aftronomy, Chronology, Mufic, the Means of 
meafuring Time, of Meteors, &c. to difcourfe of all 
which would require, not a note, but a large vo- 
lume. I mail, therefore, content myfelf with ob- 
ferving, that the writings of Beda were addre/Ted to 
very different readers ; for fome were penned for the 
ufe of the young Monks who had fcarcely received 
the firft tincture of letters, and others for the learned 
of that age ; and in compofing thefe, a diverfity of 
ftyles was neccfTary. It is, therefore, too hafty in 
fome critics to conclude, from fome pieces of our 
author's, that he had only a little, and that too, fu- 
perficial, knowledge. They ought to confider the 
fubjects on which, and perfons for whom, he wrote, 
what difadvantages he laboured under in acquiring 
fuch a variety of Science in this corner of the world 
where he could have fo very little affiftance, and the 
generous ufe he made of it, in compofing fo many 
treatifes for the inftruction and improvement of youth, 
that his pains taken, and progrefs made, in litera- 
ture, might become ufeful to fucceeding generations. 

But exclufive of all the treatifes written by our au- 
thor, and which have been publifhed in the great 
Collections of his Works, there have been fome, and 
thofe too not the leaft valuable, that have been fent 
abroad, either in other Collections of the writings of 
ancient authors, or by themfelves ; and of thefe it is 
neceflary that we fhould give fome account, which 
however fhall be done with all the brevity poflible. 

The Works of Beda feparately printed. 

ABa S. Cuthberti ; i. e. 4 The Afts of St. Cuth- 
4 bert, in heroic verfe.' 

Thefe were publifhed by Henry Canifius (91), but 
there have been fome doubts raifed whether they are 
genuine, and not without reafon. 

Arijlotelis Axiomata expofta ; i. e. 4 The Axioms 
1 of Ariftotle explained.' 

Thefe 


(89) Analetf. 
T<.m. i. p. 12, 


(90) Spelma*. 
Concil. Angli- 
can. Tom. i a 
p. 28, 
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Antiq. Tom. *• 
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given, i which the reader will find we have collected upon that head, and which, if autho- 
rities are capable of lecuring and preferving, fame will certainly tranfmit the memory of 


S1/0. Lond. 1649, 


(93) See before 
in note [G'J. 


(94) Dublin, 
1664, Sto. 

(95) Analeft. 
Tom. i. p. 9. 

(96) De Biblio- 
thecis Patrum, 
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Thefe have been twice publifhed under the name of 
our .«u:hor (92), and while this Philofophy was in 
great credit might be a ufeful book. 

The tfymns of Beda have been publifhed with notes 
by Caflandcr, but many of them are of doubtful au- 
thority, though fome of them are found in the moll 
antient MSS. of our author, that are preferved in our 
public libraries here or abroad, and they are all very 
near his time. 

Epiftola Apologetica ad Plegzvinam Monachum ; i. e. 

* An Apologetic Epiftle to Plegwin a Monk.' 

This is a very learned and very judicious perform- 
ance, as it both explains and defends the opinion of 
Beda, with refpect to the Hebrew Chronology, which 
he maintained againfl the common opinion of the 
learned in his time ; notwithftanding it was looked 
upon as a kind of Herefy ; and therefore he defires 
that it might be fliewn to one David, a Monk of 
York, who had expreffed a diffatisfaction at the re- 
ports he had heard of Beda's fentiments upon this 
lubjeft. 

Epiftola ad Egbert urn Eboracenfcm Ant i ft item de Cbrif- 
tiani Prefulis Officio ; i. e. 4 Of the Ofiice of a Chrif- 
c tian Bifhop to Egbert Bifhop of York.' 

We have already given a large account of this 
work (93), and therefore need fay nothing farther of 
it here. 

Vit<£ quinque Abbatum priorum Weremuthenftum et 
Gervicenftum ; i. e. ' The Lives of the Abbots of 

* Wcremouth and J arrow.' 

This hiftory is comprifed in two books, and was 
publifhed with the two treatifes before mentioned by 
the very learned and judicious Antiquary of Ireland 
Sir James Ware, with a preface, containing various 
particulars relating to the life and writings of Beda, 
and ill unrated with ihort and ufeful notes throughout 
(94), and again by Mr. Wharton. 

Epiftola ad Albinum ; i. e. 4 An Epiftle to Aibinus.' 

This was publifhed by the famous Mabillon (95) ; 
but it is to be obferved, that this Aibinus, to whom 
Beda addrefles himfelf, is not the celebrated Aibinus 
Flaccus Alcuinus, but, as Ittigius (96) rightly ob- 
ferves, another of the fame name, who was Abbot of 
the monaltery of St. Peter at Canterbury. 

/;/ principium Genefts ufque ad nati<vitatcm Ifaac et 
Ifmaelis reprobationem libri tres ; i. e. 4 Three Books 
' (of Annotations) on the beginning of Genefis to 

* the birth of Ifaac, and the expulfion ofl-mmae!.' 
In Canticum Habaccuc liber ; i. e. 4 On the Song 

4 of Habaccuc* 

Thofe treatifes of Beda, which are mentioned in 
his own catalogue of his works, were, publiihed by 
the learned and indubious Mr. Wharton from three 
MSS. in the famous library in the archiepifcopal pa- 
lace at Lambeth (97). The worthy editor gives a 
large account of thefe (and other pieces added to 
them) in an epiftolary difcourfe addrefled to the Rev. 
Mr. Archdeacon Batteley, dated Aug. 30, 1693 ; 
wherein he takes notice, amongit other things, that 
he publifhed thefe Opufcula of Venerable Bede, to 
remove the complaint of our negligence in this refpect, 
and that foreign writers might not boaft, as they had 
hitherto done, of being the fole publifhcrs of the 
works of Beda. He added to thefe the fmall trea- 
tifes that had been before publifhed by Sir James 
Ware, and which it feems were at that time become 
extremely fcarce. But at the fame time he mews that 
he was not tranfported, as fome editors are, with 
fuch an affection for his author, as to conceive better 
of his works than they deferved ; fince he confefies 
that the Divines of the middle ages are by no means 
to be compared with the ancient Fathers in point of 
authority, or to the Moderns in refpect. to acutenefs ; 
but neverthclefs they have their ufes, and therefore 
fuch collodions had been well received by the learned 
world, and amongft them none better than fuch of 
the works of Beda as had been before publifhed. « 

The Worh <?/"Beda that ft ill remain unpuhlijhed, are 9 

De Situ et Mirabilibus Britannia liber j i e. ' Of 

* the Situation and Wonders of Britain.' 

This remains in MS. in the library of Bennet-col- 
lege in Cambridge, Cod. 32, 173, 205. 
Vol. II. 


Vita S. Juliani; i. e. 4 The Life of St. Julian.' 

This MS is in the Bodleian library. 

Vita S. Gregorii magni ; i. e. 4 The Life of St. 
i Gregory the Great.' 

This is in the library of Merton-cojlege ; but, upon 
inflection, appears to be no other than a tranfeript of 
St. Gregory's life by Paul Warnefrid (98). 

De fit a et virtutibus S. Auguftini Anglorum Apoftoli ; 
i. e. 4 Of the Life and Virtues of St. Auguitin, the 
4 Apoftle of the Englifh.' 

MS. in the pofleflion of Walter Cope. 

Relatio de S. Laurent io Anglorum Arcbiepifcopo ; i. e. 
4 A Relation of St. Laurence, Archbilhop of the 
4 Englifh.' 

MS. in the fame place. This Laurence was the 
fucce/ibr of St. Auftin before mentioned, and the 
fubflance of this relation is to be found in our au- 
thor's Ecclefiaflical Hiltory (99). 

Homiliartun n S. Lncam libri 2 ; i. e. 4 Two Books 
4 of Homilies on the Gofpel of St. Luke.' 

MS. in the public library at Cambridge, Cod. 25. 
and in the Pembroke library, Cod. 213. 

Commentar. in Eccleftaften.; i. e. ' A Commentary 
4 on Ecclefiaftes.' 

MS. in Baliol-college in Oxford, Cod. 158. 

De Trinitate liber ; i. e. * A Difcourfe of the Tri- 
4 nity.' 

MS. in the Lumley library. 

Libellus de Locis Sanftis ; i. e. * A fmall Treatiie 
4 of the Holy Places.' 

MS. in the library of Walter Cope, Cod. 169. 

De Imagine Mundi liber ; i. e. ' Of the Image of 
4 the World.' 

MS. in the library of Gonville and Cajus-college 
in Cambridge, Cod. 169. And in Merton-college, 
Oxford, Cod. 42. 

Homilia? iii Evangelia ; i. e. 4 Homilies on the 
4 Gofpels.' 

MSS. in the library of Lincoln-college at Oxford; 
Cod. 18. Alfo at Baliol-college, Cod. 130. And 
at Merton, Cod, 227. 

De Diejudicii liber ; u e. 4 Of the Day of Judg^ 
4 ment.' 

MS. in Bennet-college, Cambridge, Cod. 284. 

The following Writings cf his are thought to be loft. 

Comment arins in Efaiam Prophet am ; i. e. 4 A Com- 
4 mentary on Efaiah the Prophet.' 

Epiftolarum Liber ; i.e. 4 A Book of Epiflles. * 

cpraclatus de ?nanJionibus filiorum Ifracl ; i.e. 4 A 
4 Treatife of the Manfions of the Children of Ifrael.' 

Epigram mat u?n Liber ; i. e. 4 A Book of Epigrams/ 

This Leland feems to have infpected (100). 

De Vita ct PaJJione S. Anaftafei ; i. e. 4 Of the Life 
4 and Paflion 01' St. Anaitafms.' 

This, in Beda's own catalogue of his works, is faid 
to have been before ill tranflated, and worfe amended 
from the Greek, and by him therefore corrected and 
brought to the true meaning of its original (101) ; 
but by whom it was written or tranflated is not ex- 
preifed. 

We have infifted more at large on the writings of 
Venerable Bede, becaufe notwithftanding there have 
been fevcral editions of them, as we have already 
Ihewn, yet neither thofe large collections, nor the 
other treatifes in which fome pieces of his are con- 
tained, are very common ; fo that it feemed the more 
nece/Tary to give the reader a clear and complete view 
of all the writings this great man left behind him, 
fuch as are fufpefted, fuch as remain unpubliihed, 
and fuch as are fuppofed to be loft. By this means 
one great and valuable end cf this work will be an- 
fwered, viz. the feeing at one view, and without 
being obliged to have recourfe to other books, what 
Beda did and wrote in his lifetime, what remains to 
us of his writings, where they may be found, and 
how a farther account of any difficulties about them 
may be obtained, by confulting, as indicated in the 
margin, the remarks of the molt eminent of our mo- 
dern critics. 
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this great man with honour to ages at the remoteft dift'ance (A) [MJ. 


But it mutt, how- 


[M] With honour even to ages of the remote ft di- 
ftance.] We will open thefe commendations of our 
author with the wile and weighty obfervations of Her- 
mannus Conringius (102), a man of moft: extenfive 
learning, and of as much judgment as any Critic of 
his age. 4 It is, fays he> worthy of notice, that in 
c the fixth, feventh, and eighth centuries, there was 
4 fcarcely to be found throughout Italy, France, Bri- 
f tain, Spain, and, in a word, throughout the whole 

* weilern Church, the name of a perfon who had 

* written a book, but what either dwelt in, or at 
1 leaft was educated at feme monaltery. How much 

* was Beda diftinguifhed amongft the Britifh Monk?, 

* who, to fay the truth, was not only the moft 
4 learnei of them, but, the age in which he lived 
f coniidered, of the whole weftern world. As for us 
4 Germans, we owe the firft propagation of Chriftia- 
4 nity amongft us to thofe religious houfes ; and, to 

* fay the truth, we are likewife indebted to them for 
4 the cultivation of learning, and the improvement 
' of all branches of literature, in the fame manner as 

* the Englifh and Scotch received theirs in former 
4 times from the Roman Monks, who viiited their 
4 countries.' This may ferve to give us a juft notion 
of the true merit of Beda, who is not to be com- 
mended as a writer much fuperior to thofe of the two 
laft ages, but as an author who wrote much better 
than moft men of his time, and took a great deal of 
pains to make the acquintion of knowledge very eafy 
to his countrymen, who before his time found it hard 
to ftudy to any purpofe, even when they were ever fo 
much inclined to it. Albinus, or Alctiinus Flaccus, 
in a letter of his directed to the Monks of Jarrow, 
addreftes them thus (103) : 4 Bearing in mind the 
c example of the moft worthy perfon of your times, 
4 Prefbyter Beda, you ought to remember how he 

* fludied in his youth, how great a character he had 

* amongft men, and how great a weight of glory he 
4 now fuftains with God. His behaviour ought aflu- 

* redly to awake your fleepy minds : be therefore 

* afliduous, you who are now intrufted with the care 
4 of teaching, open your books, read and explain 

* their fenfe, and, like him, feed thofe who are 

* under your care as he did, &c.' In the fame man- 
ner Lilius Gregorius Gyraldus difcourfes in the fifth 
dialogue of his Hiftory of Poets, where he gives a large 
character and a high elogium of Beda, who, he fays, 
had learning enough to have diftinguifhed him in any 
age ; and that in one very dark and fuperftitious, he 
excelled all others. Folchardus (104), in his life of 
St.. John, Archbifhop of York, takes occafion to 
fpeak of our author as his pupil ; and fays, that it is 
amazing how he became fo perfect in all the branches 
of thofe fciences to which he addicted himfelf ; where- 
by, as he a/lures us, he conquered all difficulties, and 
brought thofe of his own nation to frame right notions 
of the matters that moft concerned them ; fo as that 
they were afterwards neitlltr dull nor ignorant, but 
from the rude and boorilh manners of their anceftors, 
began to be exceedingly civilized and polite through 
their defire of learning, of which he not only taught 
them the grounds while living, but in his works left 
them a kind of Encyclop < dia for the inftitution of 
youth after his deceaie. Whoever it was that took 
upon him to continue Beda's Hiftory, has fhewn an 
inclination to do jufticeto his memory (105) ; though 
he feems only to have tranferibed William of Malmef- 
bury. Indeed, this cuftom of tranferibing was very 
general in thofe times, fo that commonly the fame 
characters of eminent pcrfons are given in the fame 
words, under the name of various authors. In many 
alfo of the Abbey Chronicles, where there are fhort 
articles only entered, the fame regularity (which 
fhews their being copied from each other) appears. 
In one of thefc Chronicles I have obferved, that in 
recording the death of Beda, he is ftiled Saint as well 
as Venerable (106). But to proceed more methodi- 
cally with our authorities : William of Malmefbury 
gives him a very extraordinary character, and tells 
us, that it was much eafier to admire him in thought, 
than to do him juftice in expreftion. He commends 
him alfo for his piety and learning, and laments the 
lofs of his induftry and abilities in the ages following ; 
and obferves, that hiftory flept, and all notice of 
public tranfactions weTe in a manner buried with 
him ; for the Englifh growing more indolent every 
day, all application to learning ceafed for a long time 


over the whole ifland(i07). Simeon Dunelmenfis 
tells us, that it feems furprifing to fome perfons, that 
a man who lived in one of the moft remote corners of 
the world, and never had an opportunity of travelling 
for his improvement in Science, or frequenting the 
fchools of Philofophy, mould diftinguifh himfelf by 
fo uncommon an extent of learning, and the compo- 
fition of fo many books (108). Platina, in his Lives 
of the Popes, obferves, that he received the name of 
Venerable on account of his great (kill in the Greek 
and Latin tongues, and his piety and modefty (109). 
Bale (no) aftures us, that he was fo well (killed in 
the writings of Pagan authors, that he had fcarcely 
an equal in that age, and that he learned Natural 
Philofophy and Mathematics from the pureft fources, 
the ancient Greek and Latin writers themfelves. He 
had fo folid a knowledge of the myfteries and prin- 
ciples of the Chriftian Faith, confidering the corrup- 
tions of the age in which he lived, that he was 
efteemed by many perfons even fuperior to Gregory 
the Great himfelf, on account of his accurate (kill in 
the Greek and Latin languages ; but he certainly 
furpafled him in eloquence and copioufnefs of his ftyle. 
And I wilh, fays Bale, he had done fo in the purity 
of his fentimcnts : in fhort, that there is fcarcely any 
thing in all antiquity worthy to be read, which is not 
to be found in Beda, though he travelled not out of 
his own country ; and that if he had flouriftied in the 
times of St. Auguftin, Jerome, or Chryfoftom, he 
would undoubtedly have equalled them, fince even 
in the mid ft of a fuperftitious age he wrote fo many 
excellent treatifes. However he owns, that he can- 
not be acquitted of fome errors, fince he mentions 
feveral ridiculous ftories as real facts in his Hiftory, 
from the too great regard which he paid to the Monks 
and the dialogues of Gregory. Pits (in) tells us, 
that he was fo well verfed in the feveral branches of 
learning, that Europe fcarcely ever produced a greater 
fcholar in all refpects : That even while he was liv- 
ing, his writings were of fo great authority, that it 
was ordered by a Council held in England, and ap- 
proved afterwards by the Catholic Church, that they 
ihould be publicly read in the churches : That he was 
remarkable from his earlieft years for his piety and 
love of learning, and went always from prayers to his 
ftudies, and from his ftudies to prayers ; fo that his 
intenfe application furnifhed him with a complete 
knowledge of Poetry, Rhetoric, Natural Philofophy, 
Metaphyfics, Aftronomy, Arithmetic, Mufic, Geo- 
metry, Cofmography, Chronology, Hiftory, and the 
whole circle of the Liberal Arts, and all parts of 
Mathematics, Philofophy, and Divinity ; fo that 
Pits is really of opinion, that the Chriftian world in 
that age, which was diftinguilhed, fays he, by a very 
great number of learned men, produced few compa- 
rable to him, and not one fuperior, as appears evi- 
dently from the teftimony of feveral Hiftorians, and 
the excellent books which he wrote in all parts of 
learning. Fuller, a fanciful writer, has left us two 
accounts of Beda : We will cite the moft remarkable 
and fingular of them, which, if it does not inform, 
will at leaft divert the reader. Thus it runs (112) : 
4 Bede, and (becaufe fome nations meafure the worth 
4 of the perfon by the length of the name) take his 
4 addition Venerable : He was born at Girwy (now 
4 called Jarrow) in this Bifhopric, bred under St. 
4 John of Beverly, and afterwards a Monk in the 
4 town of his nativity. He was the moft general 
4 fcholar of that age. Let a Sophifter begin with his 
4 Axioms, a Bachelor of Arts proceed to his Meta- 
< phyfics, a Mafter to his Mathematics, and a Divine 
• conclude with his controverfies and comments on 
4 Scripture, and they mall find him better in all, 
4 than any Chriftian writer in that age, in any of 
4 thofe arts and fciences. He expounded almoft all 
4 the Bible, tranflated the Pfalms and New Tefta- 
' ment into Englifh, and lived a comment on thofe 
4 words of the Apoftle, Shining as a light in the world, 
4 in the mid ft of a crooked and perverfe generation. He 
4 was no gadder abroad ; credible authors avouch- 
' ing, that he never went out of his cell, though 
both Cambridge and Rome pretended to his habi- 
' tation ; yet his corpfe after his death, which hap- 
1 pened anno 734,, took a journey, or ratht-r was 
4 removed, to Durham, and there enlhrined.' Ho- 
hnfhed, Stowe, Speed, and the reft of our general 
Hiftories, treat his memory very refpectfully. 
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ever, be acknowledged, that fome late critics of our own and foreign nations, but more 
particularly the French, have taken great liberties with his character, and have treated 
him as a man of fuperficial learning-, vaft, but indigefted, reading; a collector rather 
than an author ; of little judgment, fhough great induftry \ negligent in point of ftyle as 
well as method, and void of all tafte for criticilm. He is alfo charged by fome with 
being extremely credulous, and giving too eafy a belief to the fabulous miracles reported 
in his time. On the other hand, there are fome who blame him for giving into many lin- 
gular opinions ; and others arc no lefs offended with his want of accuracy, and writing 
from very indifferent memoirs. We think ourlelves obliged to report thefe exceptions to 
his charafter, with the fame fidelity that we have fhewn in repeating the praifes that have 
been beftowed upon him, that the reader may be the better able to form a true opinion 
ox his worth (/) [iVJ. But to perform this more effectually, and with the ftrifteft regard 

to 
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[iV] The reader 7t:ay be the better able to form a true 
opinion of his worth. ] Whoever considers the difference 
of their tempers, and the Hill greater difference be- 
tween the times in which they wrote, will not be 
much furprized to find that Beda is not highly in fa- 
vour with the famous Milton, who, after tranferibing 
from him what appeared moll valuable and fi ttcft for 
his purpofe, when he comes to the year 731, where 
Beda's Hiftory ends, he gives us this account of it 

(112.) Milton's (112). 4 In which peaceful Mate cf the land, many 
ork?, Vol. ii. « j n Northumberland, both Nobles and Commons, 

P " 9> 7 ~' 4 ^yiig allele the exercife of arms, betook them to 

* the cloylter, and not content fo to do at home, 

* many in the days of Ina, Clerks and Laics, men 
' and women, hailing to Rome in herds, thought 

* themfelves no where fure in eternal life till they 
1 were cloyllered there. Thus reprefenting the ftate 

* of things in this ifland, Beda furceafed to write, 

* out of whom chiefly has been gathered, fmce the 
1 Saxons arrival, fuch as hath been delivered, a fcat- 

* tered ftory picked out here and there, with fome 

* trouble and tedious works, from his many Legends 

* of Vifions and Miracles; towards the latter end, 

* fo bare of civil matters, as what can be thence col- 

* lecled may feem a Kalendar rather than a Hiftory, 

* taken up for the moll part with fucceffion of Kings, 

* computation of years ; yet thofe hard to be recon- 

* ciled with the Saxon Annals. Their actions we 

* read of v/ere moll commonly wars, but for what 
c caufe waged, or by what councils carried on, no 
**care was had to let us know; whereby their ftrength 

* and violence we underftand, of their wifdom, rea- 

* fon, or juftice, little or nothing ; the reft fuperfti- 

* tion and monaftical affectation ; Kings one after 

* another, leaving their kingly charge to run their 

* heads fondly into a Monk's cowle, which leaves us 

* uncertain whether Beda was wanting to his matter, 

* or his matter to him. Yet from hence, to the 

* Danifh invasion, it will be worfe with us, deftitute 

* of Beda.' If this account of his moll famous work 
attacks the character of Beda as an Hiftorian, we mall 

(114) Nouvcllc find that M. Du Pin (114.), a famous French author, 
Bibliothcque des has cenfured almoft all his writings in the lump : and 
Autturs Ecclcf. though he throws in fome flight commendations, yet 
Tom. vi. p. 9. g | s very eafy to perceive that he does it only with a 
view to defend himfelf from the imputation of treat- 
ing with much freedom one, whofe name till then 
had been reputed Venerable. He tells us, that his 
ftyle is clear and eafy, but without any purity, elo- 
quence, or fublimity ; that he wrote with a prodi- 
gious facility, but without art or reflection ; and that 
he was a greater mafter of learning than of judgment, 
or a true critical tafte : That he has collected what- 
ever he could meet with, without any considerable 
choice or accuracy : That his- Commentaries upon 
the Scriptures are only extracts from thofe of the Fa- 
thers, which he has connected together ; and that 
his Hiftory is exact enough with regard to what hap- 
pened in his own time, or juft before it ; but in other 
parts, he is not to be depended upon, iince lie made 
ufe of erroneous memoirs : In ihort, that what he 
has done in prophane Literature is not very profound 
or exact, though his knowledge was confiderable for 
the time in which he lived. There is another French 
writer, who, » hat he might deliver himfelf with 
greater freedom in refpect to the characters both of 
dead and Jiving authors, thought fit to conceal him- 
felf under the name of M. de Vigneul-Marville. 
Amongft others who have felt the ftrokes of his pen, 
Beda has not efcaped : and that the reader may fee 
what drew upon him the diftafte of this author, we 


mall tranflate the paffage which concerns him, fo as 

to give the author's fenfe in his own words ( 1 1 } ). Mc kng<^ 

4 As we do not pretend to give a dictionary, we mail LiVeratw^P^ 

4 not repeat here either the Life or the Hiftory of 17Z ^ l2 ^ 0 , ' 

c Beda which may be found clfewhere, but mall be Tom. iii. p. 283, 

4 content with collecting fome circumftances relating 284, 285. 

4 to him, that are not fo well known. Bed a had 

1 fome particular fentiments which have found but 

1 few partisans. He thought, for inftance, that Jo- 

4 feph the hufband of the virgin Mary was a farrier, 

c contrary to the common opinion. When he fpeaks 

4 of the Magi, or wife men, who went to worfhip 

4 our Saviour, he is very particular in the account of 

1 their names, age, and defcription, and the offerings 

* which each of them made to Chrifl. He tells us, 
4 that Melchior v/as old, and had grey hair, with a 
1 long beard, and that it was he who offered gold to 

* our Saviour, in acknowledgment of his fovereignty; 

* that Gafpar, the fecond of the Magi, was young 

* and had no beard ; and that it was he who offered 
4 frankincenfe, in order to recognize the divinity of 
' our Lord ; and that Balthazar, the third, was of a 

* dark complexion, and had a large beard, and of- 
4 fered myrrh to our Saviour's humanity. He is like- 

* wife very circumftandal in the defcription of their 
? drefs. Perhaps this account of our author's gave 

* occafion to the pictures which reprefent that fubject, 
' or was taken from them. Father Pezron, who has 
c taken fuch pains, after Ifaac Voffius and Father 

* Morin, to fupport the chronology of the Septuagint, 
4 which reprefents the world about two thoufand years 
4 older than the common account, tells us, that our 
4 author was the firft who endeavoured, in the Weft- 
4 ern Church, to maintain the fhorter calculation of 
f the Hebrew text : whereas before him, that Church, 
' as well as the Eaftern, had embraced the Chrono- 

* logy of Eufebius, which reckons 5199 years before 
4 Chrift, efpecially after the time that St. Jerome 
4 had tranflated the Chronicon of that celebrated 

* writer. Archbifhop Ufher, in his Sacred Chrono- 
' logy, obferves, that Beda was confidered as an He- 
4 retic, on account qf this innovation, or, which is 
4 equivalent to it, becaufe he ventured to affert, that 
4 our Saviour did not appear in the flefh, in the fixih 
4 millenary of the world. How ever, his computation 
4 was received afterwards, and fcarccly any other was 
4 admitted in the Weft, till the three learned men 

* above mentioned, appeared in defence of the con- 
4 trary opinion.' We mall, in the fucceeding note, 
mew, that as great men, and as good judges as any 
of thefe, entertained a different opinion of our author 
and his writings. But, in the mean time, it may 
not be amifs to hint to the reader's confideration , a 
few remarks upon thefe criticifms, in the order in 
which we have placed them. As to Milton, he 
blames Bcda's Hiftory for faults, to which the firft 
Hiftories of every country mull be always liable, and 
from which, therefore, there was no reafon to expect 
that his fhould be exempt. The errors he condemns 
in him, are not fo much his as thofe of the age in 
which he lived, and which, the circumftances of his 
life confidered, it was impoilible for him to avoid. 
That there was fo little of Civil Hitler}' in Beda's 
book, was indeed a misfortune to Milton, but no 
fault in the author, who propufed to write an Eccle- 
fiaftical Hiftory, without any mixture of the Civil, 
farther than was requiSte to make it underllcod ; fo 
that he is cenfured, not for writing amifs upon his 
own plan, which certainly did not require an account 
of the motives and caufes of wars, and other political 
traufactions, but becaufe his work was not fo agree- 
able 
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BEDA. 

to juftice, we find it, likewife, requifite toobferve, that fome of the greateft and ableft 
men of the laft, and of the prelent age, have entertained a very high opinion of his 
learning, judgment, and exaftnefs, as well as of his piety, great regard for true religion, 
and having had very juft notions as to feveral of theie points which are now controverted 
between Fapifts and Protellants (k) ; and who, therefore, look upon the collecting and 
publifhing his works as a thing equally honourable for this nation, uleful to the learned 
world, and advantageous to the Chrilti'an faith (I) : So that if we efteem the memory of 
Venerable Bede as In fome meafure unfortunate, from the number of cenfurers he has 
found among the moderns, we muft, at the fame time, allow, that there have not been 
wanting men of equal abilities, and equal reputation, who have vindicated his writings, 
and fupported his right to that fame which he has fo long enjoyed, and which, if their 
arguments have any weight, will ftill remain very little diminilhed, if not abfolutely 
entire (*») [OJ. It may appeac. l'omewhat ftrange, that hitherto in treating the hiftory of 
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able to Milton's plan as he could have wifhed it. Yet 
at parting, he exprefles a concern for the lofs of fo 
good a guide, as he very well might ; for if we make 
the juft allowances to Beda, which ought to be made 
from the circumilances under which he wrote, he may 
be very truly ftyled one cf the beft and mod faithful 
of our ancient hiftorians. Du Pin cenfures him a 
little unjuftly, for want of confidering what his aim 
was in thofe writings, with which he finds fo many 
fault. . He fays that Beda's Commentaries were little 
better than collections- from the Fathers : but the 
truth is, that Beda intended them for nothing better, 
and Du Pin himfclf admits, that the ancient Fathers 
were more happy in their explanations of the Scrip- 
tures, than the writers of thofe times ; fo that in 
making thefe collections, Beda, upon his own prin- 
ciples, muft be allowed to have mevvn a critical tafte, 
for the want of which, however, he is by this very 
writer condemned. As for the faults in his ltyle, 
they will not appear very great, if compared with 
contemporary writers, and to compare him with 
others is unjuft. The greateft admirers of Beda do 
not pretend to fet him upon a level in point of ftyle, 
method, or literature, with the great men of the laft 
century, who, ' as they had many advantages over 
him in point of education, might well furpafs him 
in molt parts of learning : but the admirers of Beda 
fay, that confidering the fituation of this country at 
that time, and the low eftate of letters therein, it was 
amazing that this man mould make fo great a pro- 
grefs in the languages and fciences, and write fo 
great a number of books upon fuch dnF;*rent fubjects, 
'before he was threefcore ; even fuppoung they are 
not fo correctly written as is ufual in our times, fince 
the critics have exercifed their trade, and thereby in- 
troduced a kind of reformation in learning. But it 
is a little fingular, to hear a French writer complain 
of Beda's writing from erroneous memoirs. It may 
be fo, but how came he to know it ? We (h all in the 
next note mew, that the greateft mailers in Englim 
Hiftory, men of probity, candour, and capacity, 
knew nothing of this ; and Milton himfclf confefles, 
that he travelled with much worfe guides after he 
parted with Beda. The laft of thefe critics wis a 
Carthufian Monk, Doin Bonaventure d'Argone, who 
took the Nomme de Guerre of Vigncul-Marvi lie 
(116), to prevent being called to an account for what 
he thought fit to publiili in his IY1 i feel Ian ies. The 
very account he gives of Bcda, fliews that he undcr- 
ftood very little of his fubject. He takes it for 
granted, that King Sigebert creeled the univerfity of 
Cambridge, which is alone fufticient to fliew how in- 
different a judge he mull prove of Beda's hiftorical 
Writings ( 1 17). He blames our author for the re- 
gularity of his opinions, and yet in the Angularity of 
his own opinions, con fills the chief merit of his book. 
He criticifes fome paiTages in our author's Writings, 
without quoting them, which is indeed his method, 
but very unfair, and which no writer of that kind 
ever u fed but himfclf. Yet we may fafe-ly affirm, 
that thefe fingular opinions, for which he cenfures 
him, were not Beda's, but copied by him from other 
books ; fo that his objection falls to the ground with 
refpect to Beda, whatever becomes of the notions that 
he labours to expofe. As to what he fays of Beda's 
being the firft who declared in favour of the Hebrew 
Chronology, it is indeed a proof of his being fingular 
in his opinions, bu?it is a, proof at the fame time, of 
his great learning, penetration, and good fenfe. If 
he had ever looked into our author's epiftlc to Pleg- 


win, he would have found that he difcourfes there in 
fupport of his own opinion, with as much learning, 
penetration, and critical fkill, as any of the moderns, 
and gives very juft reafons why he had taken fo much 
pains upon this head. He fays that it gave him great 
concern, and in fome meafure moved his indignation, 
when he heard the common people continually afking, 
When the world would be at an end ? or, When the 
laft day was to come ? which demands he fhews plainly, 
were founded upon the miftaken opinion of the time 
of Chrift's coming, which, therefore, he endeavoured 
ro explode ; and in the clofe of his epiftle, he is fo 
far from taking any merit to himfelf from his difco- 
veries upon this fubject, that he very fairly and can- 
didly confefies, that he had delivered no more than 
was confiftent with the Hebrew verity, explained by 
Origen, publiftied by Jerome, commended by Au- 
guflin, and confirmed by Jofephus, than whom, in 
fuch matters, heprofefies he knew none more learned : 
at the fame time he paftes a very juft cenfure upon 
Eufebius, and recommends the ftudy of the Hebrew 
tongue, as the moft effectual means of coming at the 
true fenfe of the Scriptures (118). Whoever confiders 
this attentively, and, at the fame time, reflects on the 
number of great men, who, in all fucceeding ages, 
have acquiefced in, and defended Beda's opinions in 
this refpect, not indeed upon his authority, but upon 
the fame authorities which induced him to publifh it, 
againft the common fentiment in his time, will fee 
juft reafon to entertain a better opinion of our author's 
learning, judgment, and capacity, than from the 
accounts given of him by thefe critics, who very 
plainly fhew that they had more regard for their own 
reputation, than for thofe of other men : for though 
it becomes fuch writers to deal freely and juftly with 
the authors they mention, yet it is furely their duty 
not to cenfure without evidence, or condemn upon 
flight grounds. 

[0] Very little diminijbed, if not abfolutely entire.'] 
We are in this note to produce the authorities in fa- 
vour of Beda : and firft, with regard to his Hiftory, 
we will not have recourfe to Church- writers, however 
eminent, becaufe they may poffibly be efteemed fome 
way prejudiced in his favour ; but to fuch judges of 
our antiquities, whofe very names are never men- 
tioned but with reverence. Forinftance, the famous 
Camden, who knew as well as any man the merit of 
our ancient Hiftorians, and the contents of their 
writings, fpeaks of Beda thus (119) : 1 In this mo- 

* nafteryof St. Peter, Beda, the fingular light of our 

* England, who by his piety and learning juftly ob- 

* tained the firname of Venerable, fpent his days, as 
< himfelf tells us, in meditating on the Scriptures, 

and, in the midft of a barbarous age, wrote many 

* learned works.' In the fame learned work he fre- 
quently cites Beda, and never without paying the 
utmoft regard to his authority. In another work of 
his he has thefe words (120) : « The reverend Bede, 
' whom we may more eafily admire than fufficiently 

praife, for his profound learning in a moft barba- 

* rous age, when he was in the pangs of death, faid 
to the flanders-by, I have fo lived among yon, that I 
am not ajbamed of my life ; neither fear I to die, be- 

' caufe I have a mojl gracious Redeemer.* The famous 
Mr. Bolton, author of that learned piece of Britifh 
Hiftory, intitled, Nero C/esar, gives us this cha- 
racter of our author (121) : « IndiiFerency and even- 
dealing are the glory of Hiftorians ; which rule 
4 Venerable Beda reputed fo facred and inviolable, 
' that albeit he much detefted the opinion of Aidanus 

the 
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Bede, I have taken no notice at all <rf his being of the order of St. Benedict, which is 
indeed a point I find myfelf obliged to clear up before I leave it. It muft be confefTed, 
that many great and learned men, from whom I can [Scarcely take the liberty to differ, 
are very clear in this point, and make no kind of fcruple of calling Beda a Benedi£line 
Reinlr^Ma^' Upon what grounds they do this, the reader may in ibme meafure fatisfy himfelf 

biiion. from Reynerus, who has written exprefsly, and with much labour and learning on the 

Bcnc^fa^ fubjeft (0). But I muft confefs he does not quite fatisfy me. Our author himfelf feems 
Angiia. Duaci, to have been the moft capable of fetting us right on this head, and his abfolute filence 
1626, toi. makes one fufpeft that the facft is not fo clear as thefe writers would make it for had it 
been fo, one can fcarcely doubt that in fome or other of his works, Venerable Bede would 
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the Scot, according to which he celebrated the high 
feaft of Eafter, otherwife than that church did, 
whereof Beda was a member, within exact obedi- 
ence ; neverthelefs he durft not as an Hiftorian, but 
with all candour and freedom poifible, deliver Al- 
dan's praifes ; yea he makes profeifion, that he did 
not only deteft him as a Quartodeciman, though he 
was not a Judatfing Quartodeciman (for that he 
kept Eafter in honour of Chrilt's refurrcction upon 
the next Sunday after the fourteenth day of the 
Moon, and not indifferently upon the next day of 
the week, what day foever it was), but he did alfo 
write of purpofe againft Aidan's opinion therein, as 
himfelf profefleth, citing Aidan's own books. 
Beda neverthelefs, coming by the order and necef- 
fity of this tafk to memorize the truth of things, his 
clofing words, full of faintly gravity and fincere 
confeience, are (122): Thefe things I have wrote 
concerning the per/on and aclions of the man before 
mentioned, not in the leaf commending or approv- 
1 ing what he thought about the obfervation of 
1 Eafter, in which he was miflaken, &C. but as a 
faithful Hiftorian, fimply defer ib ing whatever was 
1 done by him, or by his means, and praifng in his 
1 aclions whatever appears praife-worthy, Sec. Ac- 
■ cording to which rule he doth fincerely difcharge 
e his duty, commending Aidan not only for learning 

* and eloquence (which are common as well to the 

* good as bad), but for his charity, peacefulnefs, 

* humility, for a mind which neither wrath nor co- 

* vetoufnefs could overcome, and for many other 

* qualities characteriftical and proper to a molt 

* worthy man ; and finally (which is a principal 

* point of equanimity), he doth diligently extenuate 

* and allay the ill conceit which might be conceived 

* againft Aidan for his doctrine and practice in that 

* article, but doth not in no fort extenuate his 

* praifes ; concluding with one of the fulleft that 

* perhaps we mall find of any Saint in the world, 

* which is (123), That he omitted nothing that he knew 
t from the writings of the Evangelifts, Apoftles, or 

* Prophets, was to be done, but endeavoured to fulfil all 

* things to the utmoft of his power* To thefe we 
might add the many tefti monies in his favour in the 
works of the learned Selden (124), as well as the 
commendations bellowed on him by that great Anti- 
quarian, Sir Henry Spelman (125)* and which might 
alone eftablifh his reputation ; the character given 
him by the moll learned Stilling feet ( 1 26) , if what 
we have already done were not more than iufficient : 
for if thofe writers laft mentioned have not authority 
to fix the credit of any writer of our Hiftory, it will 
be in vain for us to look farther, or to hope to fuc- 
ceed by the addition of a multitude of names lefs 
known, and lefs confidered. I fhall oppofe to the 
two French writers, two of their own countrymen, 
who without offence, I may have leave to fay were 
much greater men than themfelves ; and indeed not 
at all inferior to any their nation has produced, either 
in the laft age or in the pre lent. The fir 11 of thefe is 
M. Colomies, better known to the world by his Latin 
name of Colomefius, a clergyman of the Church of 
England, and keeper of the library at Lambeth, who 
exprelTes himfelf thus (127): ' I have wondered 

< more than once, that as there are fo many manu- 
i fcript treatifes of Beda's to be found in England, 

< w hy hitherto no Englifhman, who muft be much 

< more capable of doing juftice to his countryman 
' than any ftranger, has never taken the pains to 
1 publifh them.' He then, for the common benefit 
of the republic of letters, gives his reader various no- 
tices of what he thought might be ufeful in cafe fuch 
a defign mould ever be undertaken ; from whence it 
appears, that he thought every fragment of Beda's 
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valuable, and that it would be an injury to the learned 
world, if fo much as a fingle line of his fhould be 
loft ; which argues a better opinion of our author 
than was entertained by M. Du Pin, who does not 
appear at all better vcrfed in our Venerable Beda's 
writings, or to have confidered them with greater at- 
tention. The other French writer I fhall produce is 
Mabillon, whofe learning, judgment, and diligence 
have made him known and efteemed ; whofe modefty, 
candour, and plain-dealing, have rendered him ad- 
mired and beloved by the whole republic cf letters. 
But I fhall not quote his elogy of Bede, for in that he 
might be fuppoled either to have fomc prcpofTefTion in 
favour of his author, or his order, but a practical 
treatife of his, written for the ufe of the young Bene- 
dictines of his own fociety, in which we may be fure 
he fpoke his mind, and nothing more or lefs than his 
real fentiments (128). ' The Monks, fays he, that 
' were fent by St. Gregory into England, built mo- 

* nafterics there for the cultivating virtue and learning 
£ at the fame time. It was in that of St. Peter at 
' Canterbury that Benedict Bifhop became acquainted 
€ with the monaftic difcipline which he afterwards 
' eftablifhed in the two monaftcrics which he founded, 
6 where the Venerable Beda made profeftion of all 

* the fciences which he taught to his brethren in his 
f monaftery, and even to the Seculars in the church 

* of York. St. Adelme and many others followed 

* his example.' He proceeds afterwards to fhew how 
this difcipline and learning fpread over the whole king- 
dom ; from whence, as he obferves, it was tranfported 
into Germany by St. Boniface, and thence again to 
the moft diftant countries : fuch were the confequences 
of Beda's learning and great application in the judg- 
ment of one who knew fo well what he faid. But in 
another part of the fame work, he explains himfelf 
more fully as to the conduct of Venerable Bede (129). 

* It fignifies nothing, fays he, to fay that Monks are 
not defigned to teach others, but to weep and lead 
a life of continual penitence. The principal end 
of their ftudy does indeed terminate folely in their 
proper utility, and their particular advancement ; 
and if it fo happens that the Church and Divine 
Providence engages them to inftruct others, that is 
by no means the great end they ought to propofe in 
their ftudy, but that of inftructing themfelves, of 
edifying themfelves, and obtaining to themfelves 
the knowledge of heavenly truth, that they may be 
the more capable of fuftaining the difficulties of a 
religious life, and of profiting by its advantages. 
We have an illuftrious example in Venerable Bede, 
amongft many others, who applied more to all forts 
of ftudies, and even to the teaching of others, than 
he, yet who was more clofely attached to the exer- 
cifes of piety and religion than he ? To fee him 
pray, it feemed as if he had left no time to ftudy ; to 
behold the number of his books and writings, would 
incline us to believe he did nothing elfe : for not- 

: withftanding he was continually employed in ftudy, 
and the care of teaching his brethren, and even the 
Seculars, he was neverthelefs moft exact in dif- 
charging the duties of his religious profeflion ; in- 
; fomuch, as he fays himfelf, that amongft the dif- 
: tractions and hindrances, or rather among the em- 
: ployments, of a religious ftate and divine offices 
: (130) ; Inter obfervantias difcipline regularis et quo- 

* tidianam in Ecclefa cantandi cur am ; or as he elfe- 

* where exprefles himfelf (131), Innumera monaftic& 
1 fervitutis rctinacula, he placed his whole delight in 

* ftudying, in teaching others, or in writing, Semper 
€ aut difcere, aut docerc, aut fcribere, dulce habui. 
' Would to God our monafteries were full of fuch 

* men of letters 1' 


(128) Trait( v :Hc9 
Etudes Monafti- 
ques, P. i. chap* 
xi. p. 89. 


C 1 79) Id. ibid. 
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(131) Id, 
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have told us he lived under the rule of St. Bennet. St. Gregory the Great approved the 
rule of St. Benedict about 595, and in fuccceding times there is no doubt to be made, 
that (except Carlifle) all our cathedral priories, and moft of the rich abbies in the king- 
dom, were of this Rule, which has given the Itronger colour and appearance of truth to 
what is delivered by the great favourers of this religious order (>). It is very certain that 
we had Monks in Britain, not only before the eftablifhment of St. Benedict s rule, but 
even before he was born. Yet I think this does not much affect the preterit argument ; 
for we are not concerned about the Britifh Monks, of whom Beda himfelf gives us a large 
account (q) 9 but with the Englilh Monks, or rather Saxon Monks, who were brought in 
and Jcttled by St. Auftin, the great converter of this nation. But m regard to the rule 
of St. Bennef, we are told, and told with great confidence too, that it was introduced by 
.St. Wilfrid about 666 (r) : but if this had been really fo, can we poffibly imagine that 
Beda, who wrote his Hiftory with fo much care, and who is alfo fuppofed of the fame 
order, fhould omit this particular? As for the Bull of Pope Conftantine requiring the 
Monks of Evelham to conform ftriftly to this rule in 709, there are many, and fome 
very flrong, reafons to fuipeft that it is abfolutely a forgery. But if it were genuine, it 
would not make much for the antiquity of the Benedidline rule, fince it admits that it 
was fcarcely praftifed in England before that time. It was long after this Bull, that the 
two monafteries of St. Peter and St. Paul, at Weremouth and Jarrow, were founded ; 
and yet Beda himfelf (hews, that Benedict Bifhop had been for fome time abroad, had 
taken the habit in a foreign abbey, and brought over fome kind of orders and regula- 
tions : but that thefe were not the rule of St. Bennet in its full extent, we may be fure, 
fecaufe, if it had, Beda would certainly have faid fo(s)[P}. Yet if, after all* nothing 

farther 


(132) Hiflona 
de Vitis Abba, 
furrt Wiremu- 
thenfium & Gir- 
wienfium, p. 
224. 

Leland. Col- 
fo&an, Tom. iii, 
P- 39 

Morijfticon. 
Anglic. Tom i. 
p. 96. 


(133) Hiftor'a 
de Vitis Abba- 
tum, Z?c. 
p. 225, 226. 


[P] Bccanfe if it had, Beda voould certainly have faid 
fo.] This argument is fo much the ftronger, becaufe the 
Hiftory left by Beda of the foundation of thefe two 
monaileries is very large and full ; containing every 
circumftance that has the leaft relation to the erecting, 
endowing, and fettling thofe religious houfes. The 
dates, Iikewife, are very exact, fo that it clearly ap- 
pears that Benedict, after his return from Rome with 
a vaft profufion of all things necefiary for the furniih- 
ing a convent, obtained a grant from King Egfred, 
in the fourth year of his reign, and in the year of 
Chrift 674(132). He then confidered the time this 
monaftery of his would require before it was finifhed, 
and computed that it would be four years. He went 
next over to France, from whence he brought Mafons 
who were able to build after the Roman manner; and 
when he faw the work pretty far advanced, he lent 
agents thither to bring over people who could make 
glafs ; and Beda obferves, that thefe people not only 
furnilbed whatever was wanting for this monaftery, 
but Iikewife inftructed the Englifh, and fo brought 
the art of glafs-making, which was till then un- 
known, into this ifland. Whatever he wanted, and 
could not obtain in France, he fent for into other 
countries, and particularly to Rome ; fo that when 
theTioufe was fmilhed he found himfelf much better 
provided with every thing necelTary for a monaftery 
than when he had firft propounded the building of 
one to King Egfred : and in this refpect Beda is very 
particular* in fhewing us what the nature of thefe pro- 
viiions were, whence this point with relation to the 
rule of St. Benedict feems to be abfolutely cleared up, 
that is to fay^ it is manifeft they had heard nothing of 
it, and confequently could not think themfelves 
bound to obey it ; in proof of which we will here fet 
down Beda's own words (133). 1 In the firji place, 
£ fays /v, he brought with him an innumerable quan- 
' tity of books of all kinds. Secondly, He drew to- 
c gether, by the favour of many of the Englifh 
' churches, a vaft ftore of relics of the Apoftles and 

* Martyrs of Chrift. Thirdly, He brought into and 

* cftablilhed in his monaftery the order of chanting 

* and pfalm-finging, after the manner of the Roman 

* Church ; fbr he defired, and obtained from Pope 

* Agatho, John, Abbot of the monaftery of St. 
' Martin, and arch chan tor of the church of the blelT- 
' ed apoftle St. Peter, and brought him over with 

* him to be the teacher and inftructor of the Britifh 

* monafteries ; who coming hither, not only taught 

* them the Roman methods of performing divine fer- 
1 vice viva voce, bui alfo left feveral writings on this 

* fubject, which are ftill preferved in the library of 

* the monaftery. Fourthly, Benedict obtained from 
« the fame venerable Pope, by the confent and defire, 
■ and even at the requeft, of King Egfred, a privi- 
' lege or exemption of the faid monaftery. And 
c fifthly. He brought pi&urw and images of the 


n Saints for adorning the walls of the church, that 
1 even fuch as were ignorant of letters might not be 
' able to turn their eyes on any fide, without draw- 
i ing fome inftru&ion'from what they faw.' This is 
Beda's account of the matter, which agrees exactly 
with what he fays in another place of this John, 
Abbot of St. Martin (134), who brought with him (, 3+ ) H'ft Te- 
the ads of a Synod held fome time before at Rome, clef. Iib.iv.ci8; 
and was inftructed to enquire into the faith of the 
Englifh churches, of which he carried over ample 
teftimonials ; and dying in his journey back to Rome, 
wa3 buried in the church of the abbey of St. Martin 
at Tours. But neither in the former or the latter 
pafTages is there one word of his bringing the rule of 
St. Benedict into this kingdom ; and had it been 
known and obferved here before, there had certainly 
been no occailon for his coming at all. It is indeed 
true, that fome of the moft learned writers of the 
Church of Rome have produced many probable and 
plaufible arguments in favour of the contrary opi- 
nion : but in anfwer to thefe pofitive facts they have 
hitherto faid nothing, or at leaft nothing that can 
give areafonable and unprejudiced perfon fatisfadtion 
(135). Thus we have given the reader, in as narrow (135) Vid« 
a compafs as it was pofllble, the Hiftory of Venerable Reyner, Dug- 
Beda and his writings ; and, as far as we are able, ^ ,e » Mabiilo % 
have fet the difputes that have been raifed about them 
in a clear light, fo as to make whatever relates to this 
famous Light of the E?iglijh Church perfectly intelli- 
gible. C. 

* # * [It ought to be remembered, that the Alcui- 
nus mentioned in the note [-5], as having been a 
contemporary with Bede, was not, as has commonly 
been imagined, the famous Alcuinus who was Pre- 
ceptor to Charlemagne, but another perfon of the 
fame name. This matter we have confidered under 
the article ALCUINUS. 

With refpect to the argument urged at the end of 
the note [G], to mew that Bede was never at Rome, 
it hath been obferved to us, that if it can be proved 
that going to that city implies an infpection of the 
candles in churches, the argument will indeed be 
conclufive. Dr. HakewilFs reafoning, in the note 
[I], from Bede's epitaph, is of no value. It never 
was aliened, by any admirer of times pall, that 
better Lartin verfe was made in the eighth than in the 
feventeenth century. Hakewill's verfes, though not 
intended as fuch, may be underftood as a burlefque 
on the Latin. The word to, at the end of a line, 
was probably defigned as an imitation of the cui tarn 
of the original (136). (136) From* 

Mr. Warton's eftimate of Bede's Iitrrary character Coycfpimdenw 
and merit is fo candid and juft, that it cannot be 
omitted. 1 Bede, whofe name is fo nearly and ne- 
* ceflarily connected with every part of the literature 
' of this period, waa by far the moft learned of the 

ff Saxoa 
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farther were expefted than that we fliould admit that Benedict Bilhop (for that was his 
cognomen) brought fome kind of. regulation from France, which was taken from the 

rule 


* Saxon writers. He was of the northern fchool, if 
it may be fo called ; and was educated in the mo- 

* naftery of St. Peter at Weremouth, under the care 
of the abbots Ceolfrid and Bifcop. Bale affirms, 

* that Bede learned phyfics and mathematics from the 

* pure it fources, the original Greek and Roman wri- 
ters on thefe fubjecls. But this hafty affertion, in 
part at leaft, may juftly be doubted. His know- 

* ledge, if we confider his age, was extenfive and 
profound : and it is amazing, in fo rude a period, 

* and during a life of no considerable length, he 

* mould have made fo fuccefsful a progrefs, and fuch 

* rapid improvements, in fcientifical and philological 

* ftudies, and have compofed fo many elaborate trea- 

* tifes on different fubjecls. It is diverting to fee the 

* French critics cen fining Bede for credulity : they 

* might as well have accufed him of fuperftition. 

* There is much perfpicuity and facility in his Latin 

* ftyle. But it is void of elegance, and often of pu- 

* rity ; it fhews with what grace and propriety he 
€ would have written, had his mind been formed on 

* better models. Whoever looks for digeftion of 

* materials, difpofition of parts, and accuracy of 

* narration, in this writer's hiltorical works, experts 

* what could not exift at that time. He has recorded 

* but few civil tranfa&ions : but befides that his 

* hiftory profefledly confiders ecclefiaftical affairs, we 

* fliould remember, that the building of a church, 

* the preferment of an abbot, the canonization of a 

* martyr, and the importation into England of the 

* ftiin-bone of an apoftle, were neceflarily matters of 

* much more importance in Bede's conceptions than 

* victories or revolutions. He is fond of minute de- 

* fcription ; buc particularities are the fault and often 

* the merit of early hiftorians. Bede wrote many 

* pieces of Latin poetry. The following vcrfss from 
c his Meuitatio de die Judicii, a traniktion of 
' which into Saxon verfe is now prefer ved in the li- 

* brary of Ben net- col lege at Cambridge, are at leaft 

* well turned and harmonious. 

* Inter florigems fcecundi cefpitls herbas, 

* Flamine ventorum refonantibus undique ramis. 

* Some of Aldhelm's verfes are exaclly in this call, 

* written on the Dedication of the abbey-church at 

* Malmefbury to St. Peter and St. Paul. 

* Hie celebranda rudis florefcit gloria templi, 

* Limpida qux fieri celebrat vexilla triumphi. 

c Hie Petrus et Paulus, tenebroA lumina mundi, 

* Praecipui patres populi qui frena gubernant, 

* Carminibus crebris alma celebrantur in aula. 

* Claviger o cseli, portani qui pandis in sethra, 

* Candida qui meritis recludis limina caeli, 

* Exaudi clemens populorum vota tuorum, 

€ Marcida qui riguft humeclant fletibus ora. 

* The ftricl and fuperabundant attention of thefe La- 
' tin poets to profodic rules, on which it was become 

* falhionable to write didactic fyftems, made them 

* accurate to excefs in the metrical conformation of 
c their hexameters, and produced a faultlefs and 

(137) Hift. of < flowing monotony (137).' With refpecl to the 
D?fllrtation , 2d" manv miracles and viiions introduced by Bede into his 
p 1 \ p. 104—' Hiftory, Mr. Warton obferves, that fome of them 
jQ(3 t ' ' are pleafing to the imagination ; being tinctured with 

the gloom of the cloilter, operating on the extrava- 
gance of oriental invention. Two inftances to this 
purpofe are given by the ingenious writer juft men- 
tioned, from the idea of one of which Milton's Hell 

(138) Ibid, note might perhaps be taken (13&). The Hate of learning 
[^J. in England, during the eighth century, in the be- 
ginning of which Bede flourilhed, is thus defcribed 
by Mr. Warton. ' It is certain that literature was 

* at its height among our Saxon anceftors about the 
1 eighth century. Thefe happy beginnings were al- 

* moll entirely owing to the attention of King Alfred, 

* who encouraged learning by his own example, by 

* founding feminaries of inftruclion, and by reward - 
1 ing the labours of fcholars. But the efforts of this 
f pious monarch were loon blafted by the fupinenefs 

* of his furceflbrs, the incuriions of the Danes, and 
f the diftraclion of national affairs. Bede, from the 
' eftablifhment of learned bifhops in every diocefe, 

* and the umverfal tranquility which reigned over 


€ all the provinces of England, when he finiflied his 

* ecclefiaftical hiftory, flatters his imagination in an- 

■ ticipating the moft advantageous confluences, and 
' triumphantly clofes his narrative with this pleafing 
k prefentiment. The Pids, at this period, were at 

* peace with the Saxons or Englifh, and converted to 

* chriftianity. The Scots lived contented within 
' their own boundary. The Britons or Welih, frorri 

* a natural enmity, and a diflike to the catholic infti- 
f tution of keeping Eafter, fometimes attempted to 
' difturb the national repofe ; but they were in fome 

* meafure fubfervient to the Saxons. Among the 

■ Northumbrians,, both the nobility and private per- 
' fons rather chofe their children ihould receive the 

* monaftic tonfure, than be trained to arms (139). 5 (139) Hift. ef 
The excellencies of Bede's literary attainments will Poetry, Vol v> i. 

be heightened, and their defects leffened, by con- Diffcrtation 24, 
fide-ring not only the general ignorance of the age in ' • P- In » ll2, 
which he lived, but the fcarcity of books in particu- 
lar, at and after that period. This fubjed is well 
difplayed by Mr. Warton ; and though the quotation 
be a long one, it is too curious not to give pleafure 
to our readers. ' In the mean time, no fmall ob- 

* ftruction to the propagation or rj thcr revival of let- 

* ters, was the paucity of valuable books. The li- 

■ braries, particularly thofe of Italy, which abounded 

* in numerous and ineftimable treafures of literature, 
1 were every where deftroyed by the precipitate rage 

■ and undiftinguifhing violence of the northern ar- 
1 mies. Towards the clofe of the feventh century, 
' even in the papal library at Rome, the number of 

* books was fo mcon derrible, that Pope St. Martin 
c requefted Sanclamand bifhop of Maeftricht, if pof- 
' fible, to lupply this defect from the remote!* parts 

* of Germany. In the year 855, Lupus, Abbot of 

* Ferricres in France, fent two of his Monks to Pope 
' Benedict the Third, to beg a copy of Cicero de 
% Oratore, and Qitintili an's Institutes, and 
1 fome other books : " for, fays the Abbot, although 
" we have part of thefe books, yet there is no whole 
" or complete copy of them in all France." Albert* 
4 Abbot of Gemblours, who with incredible labour 

* and immenfe expence had collected an hundred vo- 
' lumes on theological and fifty on profane fubjeds, 
f imagined he had formed a fpiendid library. About 
1 the year 790, Charlemagne granted an unlimited 
' right of hunting to the Abbot and Monks of Sithiu> 

* for makinp- their gloves and girdles of the (kins of 

* the deer they killed, and covers for their books. 
1 We may imagine that thefe religious were more 

* fond of hunting than reading. It is certain that 
4 they were obliged to hunt before they could read : 
' and at leaft it is probable, that under thefe circum- 
' ftances, and of fuch materials, they did not manu- 
' faclure many volumes. At the beginning of the 

■ tenth century books were fo fcarce in Spain, that 
1 one and the fame copy of the bible, Sc. Jerom's 
' Epiftles, and fome volumes of ecclefiaftical offices 

* and martyrologies, often ferved fcveral different 
1 monafteries. Among the conftitutions given to the 

* Monks of England by archbilhop L an franc, in the 

* year 1072, the following injunction occurs. At the 

* beginning of Lent, the librarian is ordered to de- 
1 liver a book to each of the religious : a whole year 
1 was allowed for the pernfal of this book : and at 

* the returning Lent, thofe Monks who had neglected 
' to read the books they had refpectiveiy received, 
' are commanded to proftrate the mfe Ives before the 
' Abbot, and to fupplicate his indulgence. This 
e regulation was partly occafioned by the low ftate of 
1 literature which L an franc found in the Englilh mo- 
£ naileries. But at the fame time it was a matter of 

* necefiity, and is in great meafure to be referred to 
' the fcarcity of copies of ufeful and fuitable authors* 
' In an inventory of the goods of John de Pontiflara, 
4 bifhop of Winchefter, contained in his capital pa- 
' lace of Wulvefey, all the books which appear are 

* nothing more than " Septendecem pecie librorum de 
t€ dwerjts Scienciis." This was in the year 1294. 

* The fame prelate, in the year 1299, borrows of 

* his cathedral convent of St. Swithin at Winchefter, 

* BiBLiAw bene clossatam, that is, the Bible, 
' with marginal Annotations, in two large folio vo- 

* lumes : but gives a bond for due return of the loan, 

* drawa 
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rule of St, Bennet, and that thefe monafteries fhould be from thence reckoned in forrte 
meafure Benedi&ine, I do not fee how or why it fhould be denied : but in a ftronger or 

ftriaer 


c drawn up with great folemnity. This Bible had 

* been bequeathed to the convent the fame year by 
c Pontiftara's predeceflbr, Bilhop Nicholas de Ely : 
1 and in confideration of fo important a bequeft, that 

* is, " pro bona Biblia difti epi/copi bene glojata" 
4 and one hundred marks in money, the Monks 
c founded a daily mafs for the foul of the donor. 
€ When a fingle book was bequeathed to a friend or 

* relation, it was feldom without many reftrictions 

* and ftipulations. If any perfon gave a book to a 

* religious houfe, he believed that fo valuable a do- 

* nation merited eternal falvation, and he offered it 

* on the altar with great ceremony. The mod for- 
4 midable anathemas were peremptorily denounced 
c againft thofe who mould dare to alienate a book 

* prefented to the cloifter or library of a religious 

* houfe. The prior and convent of Rochefter de- 

* clare, that they will every year pronounce the irre- 

* vocable fentence of damnation on him who fhall 

* purloin or conceal a Latin tranflation of Ariftotle's 

* Physics, or even obliterate the title. Sometimes 

* a book was given to a monaftery on condition that 

* the donor mould have the ufe of it during his life : 

* and fometimes to a private perfon, with the referv- 

* ation that he who receives it mould pray for the 

* foul of his benefa&or. The gift of a book to Lin- 

* coin cathedral, by Bifhop Repingdon, in the year 

* 1422, occurs in this form and under thefe curious 
€ circumftances. The memorial is written in Latin, 

* with the Bilhop's own hand, which I will give in 

* Englifh, at the beginning of Peter's Breviary of 

* the Bible. " J Philip of Repyndon, late Biftiop 
" of Lincoln, give this book called Peter de Aureo- 
" lis, to the new library to be built within the church 
sc of Lincoln : referving the ufe and pofleffion of it 
" to Richard Tryfely, clerk, Canon and Prebendary 
*' of Miltoun, in fee, and to the term of his life: 
" and afterwards to be given up and reftored to the 
" faid library, or the keepers of the fame, for the 
tc time being, faithfully and without delay. Written 
" with my own hand, A. D. 1422." When a book 

* was bought, the affair was of fo much importance, 

* that it was cuftomary to affcmble perfon s of confe- 

* quencc and character, and to make a formal record 

* that they were prefent on this occafion. A mong 

* the royal manufcripts, in the book of the Sentek- 

* ces of Peter Lombard, an Archdeacon of Lincoln 

* has left this entry. " This book of the Sen- 
<c tences belongs to mafter Robert, Archdeacon of 
€€ Lincoln, which he bought of Geoffrey the Chap- 
" lain, brother of Henry, Vicar of Northelkington, 
" in the prcfence of mailer Robert de Lee, mafter 
" John of Lirling, RicJ^rd of Luda, clerk, Richard 
*' the almoner, the faid Henry the Vicar and his 
" clerk, and others : and the faid Archdeacon gave 
" the faid book to God and St. Ofwald, and to 
" Peter, Abbot of Barton, and the convent of Bar- 
* c den." The difputed property of a book often oc- 
4 cafioned the moll violent altercations. Many 

* claims appear to have been made to a manufcript of 

* Matthew Paris, belonging to the laft-mentioned 

* library: in which John Rullell, Bifhop of Lincoln, 

* thus conditionally defends or explains his right of 

* poffeflion. " If this book can be proved to be or 
<c to have been the property of the exempt monaftery 
** of St. Alban, in the diocefe of Lincoln, I declare 
" this to be my mind, that, in that cafe, I ufe it at 
" prefent as a loan under favour of thofe Monks who 
" belong to the faid monaftery. Otherwifc, accord- 
€C ing to the condition under which this book came 
" into my poftefllon, I will that it fhall belong to 
" the college of the blcfled Winchefter Mary at Ox- 
* c ford, of the foundation of William Wykham. 
" Written with my own hand at Bukdane, 1 Jan. 
" A. D. 1488. Jo. Lincoln. Whoever fhall ob- 
*' literate or deftroy this writing, let him be ana- 
*' thema." About the year 1225, Roger de Infula, 

* Dean of York, gave feveral Latin bibles to the 

* univerfity of Oxford, with a condition that the ftu- 

* dents who per u fed them mould depofit a cautionary 

* pledge. The library of that univerfity, before the 

* year 1300, confifted only of a few tracls, chained 

* or kept in chefts in the choir of St. Mary's church. 


In the year 1327, the fcholars and citizens of Ox- 
ford a/faulted and entirely pillaged the opulerr Be- 
di&ine abbey of the neighbouring town of Abing- 
don. Among the books they found there, were 
one hundred pfalters, as many grayles, and forty 
miffals, which undoubtedly belonged to the choir 
of the church : but befides thefe, there were only 
twenty-two codices, which I interpret books on 
common fubjecls. And although the invention of 
paper, at the clofe of the eleventh century, contri- 
buted to multiply manufcripts, and confequently 
to facilitate knowledge, yet even fo late as the 
reign of our Henry the Sixth, 1 have difcovered the 
following remarkable inftance of the inconvenien- 
cies and impediments to ftudy, which muft have 
been produced by a fcarcity of books. It is in the 
ftatutes of St. Mary's college at Oxford, founded as 
a feminary to Ofeney abbey in the year 1446, 
i Let no fcholar occupy a book in the library above 
' one hour, or two hours at moft ; fo that others fhafl 
6 be hindered from the ufe of the fame." The fa- 
mous library eftablifhed in the univerfity of Oxford, 
by that munificent patron of literature Humphrey 
Duke of Gloucester, contained only fix hundred 
1 volumes. About the commencement of the four- 
: teenth century, there were only four daffies in the 
' royal library at Paris. Thefe were one copy of Ci- 
: cero, Ovid, Lucan, and Boethius. The reft were 
: chiefly books of devotion, which included but few 
: of the fathers : many treatifes of aftrology, geo- 
' mancy, chiromancy, and medicine, originally 
written in Arabic, and tranflated into Latin or 
French : pande&s, chronicles, and romances. 
This collection was principally made by Charles the 
Fifth, who began his reign in 1365. This mo- 
: narch was paffionately fond of reading, and it was 
: the fafhion to fend him prefents of books from 
r every part of the kingdom of France. Thefe he 
: ordered to be elegantly tranferibed, and richly 
: illuminated ; and he placed them in a tower of the 

• Louvre, from thence called, la toure de la libraire. 
The whole confifted of nine hundred volumes. 
They were depofited in three chambers ; which, on 
this occafion, were wainfeotted with Irifti oak, and 
cieled with cyprefs curioufly carved. The windows 
were of painted glafs, fenced with iron bars and 
copper wire. The Englifh became mafters of Paris 
in the year 1425 ; on which event, the Duke of 
Bedford, Regent of France, fent this whole li- 
brary, then confifting of only eight hundred and 

; fifty-three volumes, and valued at two thoufand 
two hundred and twenty-three livres, into Eng- 
land ; where perhaps they became the ground-work 
of Duke Humphrey's library juft mentioned. Even 
; fo late as the year 1471, when Louis the Eleventh 
of France borrowed the works of the Arabian phy- 
fician Rhafis, from the faculty of medicine at Paris, 
he not only depofited by way of pledge a quantity 
; of valuable plate, but was obliged to procure a 
nobleman to join with him as furety in a deed, by 
; which he bound himfelf to return it under a con- 
! fiderable forfeiture. The exceffive prices of books 
r in the middle ages, afford numerous and curious 
! proofs. I will mention a few only. In the year 
5 1 174, Walter, Prior of St. Swithin's at Winchefter, 
: afterwards elected Abbot of Weftminfter, a writer 
in Latin of the lives of the Bifhops who were his 
patrons, purchafed of the Monks of Dorchefter in 
Oxfordfhirc, Bede's Homilies, and St. Auftin's 
: Pfalter, for twelve meafures of barley, and a pall 
on which was embroidered in filver the hiftory of 
' St. Binnus converting a Saxon King. Among the 
royal manufcripts in the Britifli Mufeum there is 
1 Comestoh'3 Scholastic History in French ; 
' which, as it is recorded in a blank page at the be. 
' ginning, was taken from the King of Fi ance at the 

• battle of Poitiers ; and being purchafed by William 
' Montague, Earl of Saliibury, for one hundred 
' marcs, was ordered to be fold by the laft will of his 
' Lountefs Elizabeth for forty livres, About the 

year 1400, a copy of John of Meun's Roman de 
la Rose, was fold before the palace-gate at Paris 
for forty crowns or .thirty-three-pounds fix and fix- 
2 1 pence. 


BED A. BEDELL. 


133 


fx) Monaft. 
Anglican. Tom, 
i. p. 94* 


(140) HI ft. of 
Poetry, Vol. i. 
DilTertatiori 2<3- 

P. i. p. 77— 86. 


( H l) Hift, of 
Mufic, Vol.i. 
Preliminary 
PifcouriV, p. 53, 
54- 


( h ) Fuller's 
Hift. of Cam- 
bridge, p. 147. 


(d) Fuller's 
Hift. of Cam- 
bridge, p. 147. 


firi&er fenfe than this, it never cart be admitted For In the general, and as far as we 
can fee, in the firft regulation of the Englifh Monks, by Archbifhop Cuthbert,- at 
Clovtfho in 647, there is nothing fattf of St. Benedift or his rule, which would have 
been impoflible, if that rule, in its full extent, and under its founder's name, had ever 
been introduced here (/). By thofe conftitutions ac Cloveftio the Monks undoubtedly 
governed themielves, till harafled, difperfed, and in a manner extirpated by the Danes 3 
who, excepting Glaftenbury and Abingdon, fcarcely left a convent of Monks in the king* 
dom Which was the cafe in the days of Alfred the Great (#). But it may be demanded, 
if this was fo, how came Weremouth and Jarrow to become cells of the Benedi&ine mo- 
naftery at Durham ? And indeed the anfwer to this queftion, brings the whole affair to a 
natural and fatisfa&ory conclufion. The fecular Canons were turned into Benedi&ine 
Monks by William de Carilepho, Bifhop of Durham, in the eighteenth of William the 
Conqueror and thefe two fmall monafteries being, from the reviving the monaftic (to) Chron, 
ftate by St. Dunftan, occupied by black Monks, they were put under the jurifdi&ion of Ms! e BibL n BQdi! 
the great Benediftine abbey of Durham (#), whence the opinion grew, that as Beda was p. iu t 
a Monk at Jarrow, he was confequently a Benediftine. 
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' pence. But in purfuit of thefe anecdotes, I am'im- 
1 perceptibly feduced into later periods, or rather am 
* deviating from my fubjeft (140).' 

Sir John Hawkins, fpeaking of fome writers who 
had entertained an idea of transferring the profody of 
poetry to murk, informs us, that a few fcattered 
hints of this kind, which occur in the works of St. 
Auguftine and Bede, on the fubjecT: of metre, fug- 
gefted the formation of a fyftem of metrical laws, 
fuch as would not only enable mufic to fubfift of it- 
felf, but aid the powers of melody with that force and 
energy which it is obferved to derive from the regular 
commixture and interchange of long and lhort quan- 
tities (141). From the memoirs of Bede's own life, 
at the end of his Ecclefiailical Hiltory of Britain , it 


fe) The Works 
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Ireland, revifed 
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Tol. Vcl. i. 


appears that he was very affiduous in acquiring a 
knowledge of mufic, and punctual in performing 
choral duty in the church of his monaftery. It is 
evident, from the titles of fome of his tracts, that he 
wrote both upon the theory and practice of 
mufic (142). 

The character of Bede has been drawn by Dr. 
Warner, Dr. Henry, and feveral other modern hifto- 
rians ; but as their accounts of him contain little or 
nothing which has not been often repeated, there is Baed. Hift. Ec- 
no occafion to fvvell this article with them. The clef * Tom. i. 
diftinct titles of Bede's various fmall pieces, whether P' " 2 * 
printed or in manufcript, may be feen in Tanner's 
Bibliotheca Britannico-Hibernica, p. 86 — 92.] K« 


(142) Hift of 
Mufic, Vol. I, 
p. 41 r. 
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BEDELL (William), Bifhop of Kilmore in Ireland, and one of the moft famous 
Prelates in that kingdom during the laft century. He was defcended from a good family, 
and born fome time in the year 1570 (a\ at Black Notley in EfTex, and being a younger (*) Life of 
fon, was by his father defigned for the Church. It was with this view that he was fent to u^^SiS^tf 
Emanuel-college in Cambridge, where he was placed under the care of Dr. Chadderton, Kiimore in ire- 
who was for many years head of that houfe (£), where he made great progrefs in his ftu- 8™,°p'i. 
dies, and went early into Holy Orders, which he received from the Suffragan Bifhop of 
Colchefter, who valued himfelf very much afterwards upon that head U). In 1593 he (') Life of 
was chofen Fellow of his college, and in 1599 took his degree of Bachelor in Divinity ^'^p BedeU ? 
(d). He removed from the univerfity to St. Edmundfbury in Suffolk, where he had a 
church, and by an affiduous application to the duties of his function, came to be much 
taken notice of by many gentlemen who lived near that place. He continued there for 
fome years, till an opportunity offered of his going with Sir Henry Wotton, whom King 
James had appointed his Ambaflador to the State of Venice, which was about the year 
1604, and thither Mr. Bedell attended him as his Chaplain (e). While he refided in (<) Life ©r sir 
that city, he became intimately acquainted with the famous Father Paul Sarpi, Divine to "TfrLiwIlton, 
the State, who took him into his entire confidence, taught him the Italian language, of p- *3« 
which he became a perfect mafter, and tranflated into that tongue the Englifh Common- 
Prayer Book, which was extremely well received by many of the clergy there, efpecially 
by the feven Divines appointed by the Republic to preach againft the Pope, during the 
time of the Interdict, and which they intended for their model, in cafe they had broken 
abfolutely with Rome, which was what they fincerely defired (f). In return for the fa- (f) Life of bi- 
vours he received from Father Paul, Mr. Bedell drew up an Englifh Grammar for his ufe, fo°P Bcdc Vp.*r 
and iji many other refpe&s affifted him in his ftudies. He continued eight years in Venice, 
during which time he greatly improved himfelf in the Hebrew language, by the afliftance 
of the famous Rabbi Leo, who taught him the Jewifh pronunciation, and other parts of 
Rabbinical learning ; and by his means it was that he purchafed a very fair manufcript 
of the Old Teftamenr, which he bequeathed, as a mark of refpeft, to Emanuel-college, 
and which, it is faid, coft him its weight in filver (g). He became acquainted there 
likewife, with the celebrated Antonio de Dominis, Archbifhop of Spalata y who was fo well 
pleafed with his converfation, that he communicated to him his fecrct, and fhewed him 
his famous book de Republic a Ecclefiajiica^ which he afterwards printed at London (b) See the ar- 
Bedell took the freedom which he allowed him, and corrected many mifapplicacions of nis^aw 0 ^ 11 " 
texts of Scripture, and quotations of Fathers j for that Prelate being utterly ignorant of m©). 
the Greek tongue, could not but be guilty of many miftakes, both in the one and the 
other *, and if there remain fome places flill, that difcover his ignorance of that language 
too plainly, yet there had been many more if Bedell had not corrected them : but no 
wonder, if, in fuch a multitude, fome efcaped his diligence. De Dominis took all this 
in good part from him, and entered into fuch familiarity with him, and found his affi fi- 
ance fo ufeful, and indeed fo neceflary to himfelf, that he ufed to fay, he could do nothing 
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BEDELL. 

without him At Mr. Bedell's departure from Venice, Father Paul exprcffed great 
coacern, and aflfured him, that himfelf and many others would moft willingly have accom- 
panied him, if it had been in their power. He, likewife, gave him his pidlure, a He- 
brew Bible without points, and a (mail Hebrew Pfaker, in which he wrote fome fentenees 
cxpreffing the finceritv of his friendihip. He gave him, alfo, the manufcript of his fa- 
mous Hiftory of the Council of Trent, with the Hiltories of the Interdid and Inquifmon, 
all written by himfelf, with a large colleaion of letters, which were written to him weekly 
from Rome, during the difpute between the Jefuits and Dominicans, concerning the effi- 
cacy of Grace, which it is fuppofed are loft C^J. Such were the teftimonies he brought 
home of his wife conduft in Italy [A]. Upon his returning to England, he immediately 
retired to his charge at St. Edmundibury, without afpiring to any preferment, and went 
on in his minifterial labours. It was here he employed himfelf in rranflating the Hiftories 
of the Interdict and Inquifition (which he dedicated to the King) as alfo the two laft 
books of the Hiftory of the Council of Trent into Latin, Sir Adam Newton having 
tranflated the two firft (/). He lived there in a private and obfeure condition, until Sir 
Thomas Jermyn taking notice of his abilities, prefented him to the living of Horing- 
fheath, A. D. 1615 : but he found difficulties in obtaining inftitution and indu&ion from 
the Bi(hop of Norwich, who demanded large fees upon this account. Mr. Bedell was fo 
nice in his fentiments of Simony, that he looked upon every payment as fuch, that ex- 
ceeded a competent gratification, for the writing, the wax, and the parchment \ and, re- 
tufing to take out his title upon other terms, left the Bifhop and went home (m). How- (#) Biftop b c - 
ever, in a few davs, the Bifhop fent for him, and gave him his title without fees, and he ddrsLi fe>i>^ 
removed to Horingfheath, where he continued unnoticed twelve years, although he gave 
a Angular evidence of his great capacity, in a book of controverfy with the Church of 
Rome, which he publifhed and dedicated to King Charles I., then Prince of Wales, in 
1624 (n). However neglefted he lived in England, yet his fame had reached Ireland, 
and he was, in 1627, unanimoufly elected Provoft of Trinity- college in Dublin (0). But 
it was with difficulty that he was prevailed on to accept the charge, until the King laid 
his pofitive commands on him, which he cheerfully obeyed, and on the fixteenth of Au- 
guft that year, he was fworn Provoft. At his firft entrance upon this fcene, he refolved 
to aft nothing until he became perfectly acquainted with the ftatutes of the houfe, and the 
tempers of the people whom he was appointed to govern ; and, therefore, carried him- 
felf fo abftradtedly from all affairs, that Ke palled fome time for afoft and weak man, and 
even Primate Ufher began to waver in his opinion of him. When he went for England 
fome few months after, to bring over his family, he had thoughts of refigning his new 
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[j4~] Such were the teftimonies he brought home of his 
njuife conducl in Italy.} We ftand indebted for the 
principal paflages in the text to the life of this excel- 
lent perfon, written by the late Bifhop Burnet, who 
had his materials from one Mr. Clogy, who had been 
miniHer at Cavan, and lived long in Bifhop Bedell's 
family ( 1 ) ; and it mud be owned they have loll no- 
thing by the Bifhop of Salisbury's putting them to- 
gether, who was certainly as happy in this way of 
writing as any one who ever praclifed it in our lan- 
guage. The* account he gives us of Mr. Bedell's 
manner of living while at Venice, is very curious, as 
well as very entertaining. He happened to refide 
there at a very critical feafon, when the Republic 
lay under the Interdict of Pope Paul V., for making 
fome laws in the nature of our ftatutes of mortmain, 
and for puni/hing two lewd Friers (2). This Inter- 
dict, however, was obeyed by none but the Jefuits, 
Capuchins, and Theatines, who were banifhed the 
State for that reafon. The reft of the Clergy were 
kept firm to the intereft of their country, by Father 
Paul and the Divines who aflifted him, and who would 
have been glad if this quarrel had been pufhed to ex- 
tremities, that they might have had an opportunity 
of quitting a Church, to the corruptions of which 
they were no ftrangers (3). How this defign was de- 
feated, and this quarrel ended, the reader may learn 
in another article, to which it more properly belongs. 
At prefent we are to confine ourfelves to what parti- 
cularly relates to Mr. Bedell, whofe intimacy with 
Father Paul was fo great, and his credit with him fo 
well eftablifhed, that after an attempt made to aflaf- 
fmate that worthy perfon, when the Republic af- 
figned him a guard, and ordered that nobody fhould 
be admitted to fpeak with him, till they had under- 
gone a ftrict examination, Mr. Bedell alone was ex- 
cepted, and was admitted with the fame freedom as 
before, whenever he thought fit. If we confider the 
character and condition of Father Paul at that time, 
upon whofe pen the State depended, much more than 
upon her own power, this will appear very extraor- 
dinary (4). But befides this, a pallage fell out dur- 
ing the Interdict, that made greater noife than per- 


haps the importance of it could well amount to, but 
it was fuited to the Italian genius. There came a 
Jefuit to Venice, Thomas Maria Caraffa, who printed 
a thoufand Thefes of Philoibphy and Divinity, which 
he dedicated to the Pope, with this extravagant in- 
scription : Paulo V. Vice Deo Chriftiana: Reipub- 
lic4e Monarcha in<vifiiJJimo fcf Pontificia: Omnipotentia: 
confers at or i acerri mo. * To Paul the Vth, the Vice- 
c God, the moft invincible Monarch of the Chriftian 
* commonwealth, and the moft zealous aflerter of the 
' Papal omnipotency.' All people were amazed at 
the impudence of this title ; but when Mr. Bedell 
obferved, that the numeral letters of the firft words, 
Paulo V. Vice-Deo, being put together, made ex- 
actly 666, the number of the beaft in the Revelation, 
he communicated this to Pope Paul and the feven 
Divines, and they carried it to the Duke and Senate. 
It was entertained almoft as if it had come from Hea- 
ven, and it was publicly preached over all their terri- 
tories, that here was a certain evidence that the Pope 
was Antichrift. And it is likely this was promoted by 
them the more, becaufe they found if it took with the 
Italians, that they could build much upon it. The 
noife that this made over all Italy made the Pope fo 
uneafy, that he was forced to devife one of the 
itrangeil fables that was ever heard to put it out of 
the people's heads : for he caufed it to be given out, 
that Antichrift was actually born in Babylon, was 
defcended from the tribe of Dan, and that he was $ 
gathering a vaft army, with which he intended to 
come and deftroy Chriftendom ; and with this piece 
of falfe news, the othor conceit, favs Biihop Burnet, 
was choaked( 5 ). When Mr. Bedell came over, he , , T - 
brought along with him the Arch biihop of Spalata, ( B 5 L P BeJell 
and one Defpotine a Ehyfician, who could no longer p , ,2. 
bear with the corruptions of the Roman worfhip, and 
fo chofe a freer air. The latter lived near him in St. 
Edmundfbury, and was by his means introduced into 
much practice, which he maintained fo well, that he 
became eminent in his profemon, and continued to 
his death to keep up a conftant correfpondence with 
our author* 
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preferment, and returning to his benefice in Suffolk : but an encouraging letter from Pri- 
mate U flier put an end to this defign. He returned with his family, and applied himfelf 
to the government of the college, with a vigour of mind peculiar to him (f)i His firft ^ 0 Li g 
bufinefs was to compofe divifions among the Fellows, to rectify diibrders, and to reftore p. 1 3 £ p € e * 
difcipline ; and as he was a great promoter of religion, he catechiftd the youth once a 
week, and divided the Church Catechifm into fifty-two parts, one for every Sunday, and 
explained it in a way fo mixed with fpeculative and practical matters, that his fermons 
were looked upon as learned Leftures of Divinity, and excellent exhortations to virtue 
and piety. He continued about two years in this employment, when, by the intereft of 
Sir Thomas Jcrmyn, and the application of Laud, Bilhop of London, he was advanced 
to the Sees of Kilmore and Ardagh, and confecrated on the thirteenth of September 
1629 (q) y at Drogheda, in St. Peter's church, by James, Archbifhop of Armagh ; Ro- 
bert, Bifhop of Down and Conner ; Theophilus, Bifhop of Dromore - 9 and James, Bilhop 
of Clogher - 9 in the fifty-ninth year of his age. In the letters for his promotion, the King 
made honourable mention of the fatisfaflion he took in the fervices he had done, and the 
reformation he had wrought in the univerfity (r). Having thus entered on a different 
courie of life, he found his diocefes under vaft diforders, the revenues wafted by excefllve 
dilapidations, and all things expofed to fale in fo fordid a manner, that it was grown into 
a proverb, The cathedral of Ardagh, and the Bifhop's houfes, were all flat to the ground ; 
the parifh churches in ruins ; and the infolence of the Popifh clergy infufferable ; the 
oppreflions of the ecclefiaftical courts excefllve and pluralities, and non-refidence, fhame- 
fully prevailing (s). He had the courage, notwithstanding all the difficulties that lay in 
his way, to undertake a thorough reformation ; and the firft ftep he took was, to recover 
part of the lands of which his Sees had been defpoiled by his predeceflbrs, that he might 
be in a condition to fubfift, while he laboured to reform other abufes. In this he met 
with fuch iuccefs, as encouraged him to proceed upon his own plan, and to be content 
with nothing lefs than an abiolute reformation of thole which he efteemed capital and 
enormous abufes (t) [£]. Upon the coming over of the Lord-Deputy Wentworth, in 
163^, his Lordfliip of Kilmore had the misfortune to fall under his difpleafure, for fet- 
ting his hand to a petition which was for redrefs, in fome refpeft, of grievances; and fo 
high and open was the Lord Deputy's teftimony of this difpleafure, that the Bifliop did 
not think fit to go in perfon to congratulate him (as others did) upon his entering into 
his government («)■ It is, however, very improbable, that he fliould write over to Sir 
Thomas Jermyn and his friends in England, or procure, by their intereft, injundtions to 
the Lord-Deputy, to receive him into favour, becaufe this fuits very ill with the character 
either of the men or of the times (w). On the contrary, it appears from his own letter 
to the Lord- Deputy, that it was he, not the Bifliop, who had complained in England ; 
that he meant to juftify himfelf to the Deputy, and expe&ed, on that juftification, he 
fliould retradt his complaints. One may fafely affirm, from the perufal of this fingle 
epiftle, that our Prelate was as thorough a ftatefman as the Deputy, and that he knew 
how to become all things to all men, without doing any thing beneath him, or incon- 
fiftent with his dignity. This conduct had its effedt, and in three weeks it appears that 
he flood well with the Deputy (a*), and probably without any interpofition but his own 
letter before mentioned. He then went on cheerfully in doing what he thought was his 
duty, and for the benefit of the Church, in which he met with an oppoficion that might ^v* te,alte 6 r m 
have been well expe&ed, and a fuccefs much fuperior to what could have been hoped ^ j si/james 
for (y). His own example did much : he loved the Chriftian power of a Bifliop, with- ware's works, 
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[i?] An abfoluie reformation of thofe ivbicb be efteem- 
ed capital and enormous abufes. \ The firft of thefe he 
undertook was Pluralities, by which one man had the 
cure of fouls in fo many places, that it was impoffible 
to difcharge his duty to them all, or to perform thofe 
vows made at ordination, of feeding and innrucling 
the flock committed to him. To this end he con- 
vened his Clergy, and, in a fermon, laid before them, 
both out of Scripture and Antiquity, the inftitution, 
nature, and duties of the miniflerial employment, and 
after fermon difcourfed to them upon the fame fubjett 
in Latin, and exhorted them to reform that intolerable 
abufe. To prevail on them the better, he told them 
he refolved to fhew them an example in parting with 
one of his Bifhoprics ; and accordingly he voluntarily 
refigned Ardagh in 1633, although he had been at 
considerable charge in recovering the revenues of it, 
and although he was able to difcharge the duties of 
both, being contiguous and fmall, and the revenues 
not exceeding a competency. It was conferred on 
Dr. Richardfon the fame year. The efficacy of his 
difcourfe, and the authority of his example, made 
fuch an impreflion on his Clergy, that they almoft all 
freely relinquished their pluralities, which pleafed him 
the more, fince he had no authority to compel them 
to it. The Dean was the enly perfon who did not 
fubmit ; but he exchanged his Deanry with another, 
bein° amamed to Jive in a diocefe where he would not 


fubmit to fuch terms as both Bifhop and Clergy had 
agreed to. The next part of his project was to oblige 
his Clergy to refidence, and this met with great dif- 
ficulties. King James, upon the reduction of Ulfter 
after Tyrone's rebellion, had affigned glebes to all 
the Clergy, and had obliged them to build houfes 
thereon after a limited time. But the commiffioners 
appointed to allot thefe glebes had taken no care Of 
the conveniencies of the Clergy, fo that in many 
places the lands allotted for glebes were not within 
the parifh, and often lay divided in parcels ; in con- 
fluence of which, if they built houfes on thefe 
glebes, they would be obliged to live out of their pa- 
rifhes, and it would be inconvenient to have houfes 
remote from their lands. To remedy this, the Bi- 
fliop, who had lands allotted him in every parifh, re- 
folved to make an exchange with them, and to affign 
them more convenient portions of equal value. To 
this end he procured a commifTion from the Govern- 
ment, to fome gentlemen to examine and fettle the 
matter, which was brought to a conelufion with the 
universal fa tis faction of the whole Diocefe. But a 
Great Seal being necefTary for the determination and 
confirmation of what was then agreed on, a perfen 
was fent over to England to procure it : yet before 
that could be done the rebellion broke out, which put 
a ftop to this and other good dcfigns (6). 
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Out affcfiing either political authority or pomp : Whatever he did Was fo vifibly for the 
good of his flock, that he feldom failed of being well fupportcd by his clergy ; and fuch 
as oppofed him did it with vifible reluftancc: for he had theefteem of the good men of 
all parties* and was as much reverenced as any Bifhop in Ireland (z) [C\. Amoqgft 
other extraordinary things he did, there was none more worthy of remembrance than his 
removing his Lay-Chancellor, fitting in his own courts, hearing caufes, and retrieving 
thereby the jurifdidion which anciently belonged to a Bifhop. The Chancellor 
upon this filed his bill in equity, and obtained a decree in Chancery againft the Bifhop, 
with one hundred pounds cofts (a). But by this time the Chancellor law fo vifibly the 
difference between the Bifhop's fitting in that feat and his own, that he never called for 
his cofts, but appointed a Surrogate, with orders to obey the Bifhop in every thing, and 
fo his Lordfhip went on in his own way : fuch a fingular power has a true fpirit of reli- 
gion, untainted with fecular views (b) ! Our Bifhop was no perfecutor of Papifts, and 
yet the mod fuccefsful enemy they ever had ; and if the other Bifhops had followed his 
example, the Proteftant religion muft have fpread itfelf through every part of the coun- 
try. He laboured to convert the better fort of the Popifh clergy, and in this he had great 
fuccefs. He procured the Common-Prayer which had been tranfiated into Irifh, and 
caufed it to be read in his cathedral, in his own prefence, every Sunday ; having him- 
felf learned that language perfectly, though he never attempted to fprak it (c). The 
New Teftament had been alfo tranfiated by William Daniel, Archbilhop of Tuam, but 
our Prelate firft procured the Old Teftament to be tranfiated by one King ; and becaufe 
the tranflator was ignorant of the original tongues, and did it from the Englifh, the 
Bifhop himfelf reviled and compared it with the Hebrew, and the beft tranflations (d) 
He caufed, likewife, fome of Chryfoftome's and Leo's Homilies, in commendation of 
the Scriptures, to be rendered both into Englifh and Irifh, that the common people might 
fee, that in the opinion of the ancient Fathers, they had not only a right to read the 
Scriptures as well as the clergy, but it was their duty fo to do (e). He met with great 
oppofition in this work, from a perfecution againft the tranflator, raifed without reafon, 
and carried on with much paffion by thofe from whom he had no caufe to expedl it. But 
this did not hinder his perfifting in his defign. He fupported Mr. King as far as he was 
able (f)j and he got the tranflation finifhed, which he would have printed in his own 
houfe, and at his own charge, if the troubles in Ireland had not prevented it; and as it 
was, his labours were not ufelefs, for the tranflation efcaped the hands of the rebels, and 
was afterwards printed at the expence of Robert Boyle, a man born for the good of his 
country and of mankind (g). The Bifhop was very moderate in his fentiments, and in 
his methods of enforcing them : he loved to bring men into the communion of the Church 
of England, but he did not like compelling them ; and it was his opinion, that Proteftants 
would agree well enough if they could be brought to underftand each other. Thcfe 
principles induced him to promote Mr. Drury's defign, of endeavouring to reconcile the 
Lutherans to the Calvinifts ; a projedt which had been encouraged by many other worthy 
perfons, and towards which he fubferibed twenty pounds a year, to defray the expences 
of Mr. Drury's negotiations (b). He gave another inftance, not only of his charity to- 
wards, but his ability in, reconciling thofe of other communions, to the Churches of 
England and Ireland. There were fome Lutherans at Dublin, who, for not coming to 
church and taking the facrament, were cited into the Archbifhop's Confiftory ; upon 
which they defired«ime to write to their Divines in Germany, which was given them, 
and when their anfwers came, they contained fome exceptions to the dodrine of the 
Church, as not explaining the prefence of Chrift in the facrament, fuicable to their fen- 
timents ; to which Bifhop Btd^ll gave fo full and clear, and withal fo moderate and 
charitable an anfwer, as entirely fatisfied their objeftions ; infomuch that thofe Divines 
advifed their countrymen to join in communion with the Church, which they accordingly 
did (/). In this mild and prudent way our Prelate conducted his charge, with great re- 
putation to himfelf, and with the general approbation of all good men, who were per- 
fedly pleafed with the Dodrine he preached, at the fame time that they were highly edi- 
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[C] Was as much referenced as any Bijhop in Ire- 
land.] We are warranted in faying this by all the 
writers of thofe times, and there is no queftion to be 
made that he deferved it. He was as ftritt in his own 
behaviour, as in the accounts he took of the conduct 
of his inferior clergy. His ordinations were public 
and folemn ; he preached and gave the Sacrament on 
fuch occafions himfelf. He never gave Priefts orders 
till a year after a man had been made Deacon, that 
he might know how he had demeaned himfelf in that 
time. He wrote certificates of ordination and other 
inftruments with his own hand, and fuifered none 
who received them either to pay fees, or to give any 
thing to his fervants. When he had brought things 
to a fit temper, and faw that his Clergy were very 
willing to aft ft him in the great work of reformation, 
he convened a Synod in September 1638, in which 
Me made man/ excellent canons that are &U exua t, 


and will always do honour to his memory (7). Of- 
fence was taken at this by fome who were in power, 
and who perhaps were jealous of his great abilities. 
They queftioned the legality of the meeting, and 
fome talk there was of calling him in queftion for it, 
either in the Star-Chamber or High -com miffioned 
Court: but his Archdeacon, Thomas Price, who 
was afterwards Archbilhop of Camel, gave fuch an 
account of the matter as fatisfied the State. The fa- 
mous Primate Uiher gave a fine pi&ure of the man 
upon this occafion : for, when fome were very earned 
for fending for him up to anfwer for himfelf, the Pri- 
mate faid very calmly, You had better let him alone, 
for fear, if he Jhould be provoked, he Jhould fay much 
more for himfelf than any of his accufers can fay againft 
him. This had its efted, and thofe who were weak 
enough to make the complaint, were fo wife as not 
Pi call kirn 4o au anfwer (8), 
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fieci by his excellent example \D\ When the barbarous and bloody Rebellion broke out 
in O&ober 1641, the Bifhop did nftt at firft feel the violence of its effects; for even 
thofe rebels, who in their conduit teltified lb little of humanity, profeffed a great ve- 
neration for the Bifhop, and openly declared he fhould be the laft Englilhman they 
would drive out of Ireland (£). His was the only Englifli houle in the county of Cavan 
that was unviolated, notwithftanding that it, and its out-buildings, the church, and 
the church yard, were filled with people % who fled to him for flicker, whom, by his 
preaching and prayers, he encouraged to expe£t and endure the worft with patience. In 
the mean time, Dr. Swiney, the ^opifh titular Bifhop of Kilrnore, came to Cavan, and 
pretended great concern and kindnefs for Bifhop Bedell. Our Prelate had converted his 
brother, and kept hina in his houfe till he could otherwife provide for him ; and Dr. Swi- 
ney defired like wife to lodge in his houfe, affuring him in the ftrongeft terms of his pro- 
tection. But this Bifhop Bedell declined, in a very civil and well written Latin letter, 
urging the fmallnefs of his houfe, the great number of people that had taken fhelter with 
him, the ficknefs of fome of his company, and of his fon in particular, but above all, the 
difference in their ways of worfhip, which could not but be attended with great incon- 
veniency (I) This had fome effed: for a time; but about the middle of December, the 
rebels, puriuant to orders they had received from their Council of State at Kilkenny, 
required him to diiinifs the people that were with him, which he abfolutely refilled to do, 
declaring that he would fhare the fame fate with the reft. They fignified to him upon 
this, that they had orders to remove him ; to which he anfwered in the words of David, 
Here I am^ the Lord do unto me as feemeth good to him^ the will of the Lord be done. 
Upon this they feized him, his two fons, and Mr. Clogy who had married his ftep- 
daughter, and earned them prifoncrs to the caftle of Cloughboughter, furrounded by a 
deep water, where they put them all Out the Bifhop in irons. They did not fuffer any 
of them to carry any thing with them, and the moment the Bifhop was gone, Dr. Swiney 
took poffeflion of his houle and all that belonged to it, and faid Mafs in the church the 
Sunday following (;;;). After fome time the rebels abated of their feverity, took the irons 
off the prifoners, and fuffered them to be as much at their eafe as they could be in fo 
wretched a place ; for the winter was very rigorous, and the caftle being old and ruinous, 
they would have been expofed to all the feverity ot the weather, it it had not been for an 
honcll Carpenter who wus imprifoned there Dcfore them, and who made ufe of a few old 
boards he found there, to mend a part of the loof, the better to defend them from the 
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[/)] That they were highly edified by his excellent ex- 
ample.] There was a firmnefs and confiitency in his 
conaud:, which appeared clearly in every thing he 
did. He went conftantly to common-prayer in his 
cathedral, and often read it himfelf, ana ailiited in 
it always with great reverence and aiteclion (9;. He 
took care to have the public iervice performed ftrictly 
according to the rubric ; fo that a Curate of another 
parifh being employed to read prayers in the cathe- 
dral, and adding fomewhat to the collects, the Biihop 
obferving he did this once or twice, went from his 
place to the reader's pew, and took the book out of 
his hand, and, in the hearing of the congregation, 
fufpended him for his preiumption, and read the re it 
of the office himfelf. He preached conftantly twice 
on a Sunday in his cathedral, on the Epiftles and 
Gofpels for the day, and catechiied always in the af- 
ternoon before fermon ; and he preached always twice 
a year before the Judges when they made the circuit. 
His voice was low and mournful, but as his matter 
was excellent, fo there was a* gravity in his looks and 
behaviour that rhuck his auditors. He obierved the 
rubric fo niceiy, that he would do nothing but ac- 
cording to it ; fo that in reading the pfalms and the 
anthems, he did not obferve the common cuitom of 
the minifter and people reading the verfes by turns, 
for he read all himfelf, becaufe the other was not en- 
joined by the rubric. As for the placing of the 
communion-table by the eafl wall, and the bowing to 
it, he never would depart from the rule of conformity 
prefcribed by the law ; for he faid, that they were as 
much Non-conformiits who added of their own, as 
they that came fhort of what was enjoined, as he that 
adds an inch to a meafure difowns it for a rule, as 
much as he that cuts an inch from it ; and as he was 
fevere to him that added words of Jus own to the col- 
lect, fo he thought it was no Iefs cenfurable to add 
rites to thofe that were prefcribed. When he came 
within the church, it appeared in the compofednefs of 
his behaviour, that he obferved the rule given by the 
preacher, of keeping his feet when he went into the 
houfe of God : but he was not to be wrought on by 
the greatnefs of any man, or by the authority of any 
pcrfon's example, to go out of his own way, though 
Vol. II. 


he could not but know that fuch things were then 
much obferved, and meafures were taken of men by 
theie little diftinctions, in which it was thought the 
zeal of conformation difcovered itfelf. He preached, 
very often in his epifcopal habit, but not always, and 
ufed it feldom in the afternoon ; nor did he love the 
pomp of a chcir, nor inftru mental mufic, which he 
thought filled the ear with too much pleafure, and 
carried away the mind from the ferious attention to 
the matter, which is indeed the ilnging with grace in 
the heart, and the inward melody with which God is 
chiefly pleafed. A17J when another Biihop juMified 
thefe things, becaufe they ferved much to raife the 
affections ; he anfwered, that in order to the raifing 
the affections, thofe things that tended to edification 
ought only to be ufed, and thought it would be hard 
otherwife to make Hops, for upon the fame pretence 
an infinity of rites might be brought in. And the 
fenfe he had of the excefles of fuperftition, from what 
he had obferved during his long itay in Italy, made 
him judge it necefTary to watch carefully again!* the 
beginnings of that difeafe, which is like a green- 
ficknefs in religion. He never ufed the Common- 
Prayer in his own family ; for he thought it was in- 
tended to be the common worfhip of Chriftians in 
their public aflemblies, and that it was not fo proper 
for private families. He was fo exact an obferver of 
Ecclefiaftical rules, that he would perform no part of 
his function out of his own diocefe, without obtaining 
the Ordinary's leave ; fo that being in Dublin when 
his wife's daughter was to be married to Mr. Clogy, 
and they both defired to be blened by him, he would 
not do it till he iirft took out a licence for it in the 
Archbifhop of Dublin's Coniiftory. We may from 
thefe inftances gather his true notions as to Church 
power, in which he fecms to have been as much in 
the right as any man of his age, and to have diiHn- 
guifhed as acutely about the pofTefiion and exercife of* 
it, as it was poflible for man to do ; and, as we fee, 
his precept and practice went together : and he never 
did that in any other diocefe, which he would have 
taken amifs if another Clergyman had done it in his ; 
fo great a friend he was to decency and order in all 
things. 
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fnow and fleet (//). While thus confined, the Bidiop, his fons, and Mr. Clogy, preached 
and prayed continually to their fmall and afflitted congregation, and upon Chriftmas day, 
his Lordfliip adminiftered the facrament to them. It is very remarkable, that as rude and 
barbarous as the Irifh were, they gave them no difturbance in the performance of divine 
fervice, and often told the Biftiop, they had no perfonal quarrel to him, but that the fole 
caufe of their confining him was, his being an Englifhman (0). After being kept in 
this manner for three weeks, the Biftiop, his two fons, and Mr. Clogy, were exchanged 
for two of the O Rourkes : but though it was agreed that they fhould be fafely conduced 
to Dublin, yet the rebels would never fuffer them to be carried out of the country, but 
fent them to the houfe of Dennis Sherridan, an Irifh Minifter, and convert to the Pro- 
teftant religion, to which, though he fleadily adhered, and relieved many who fled to 
him for proteftion, yet the Irifh fuflfered him to live quietly among them, on account 
of the great family from which he was defcended (p). While our Prelate remained there, 
and enjoyed fome degree of health, he every Sunday read the prayers and leflbns, and 
preached himfelf, though there were three Minifters with him. The laft Sunday he 
officiated was the thirtieth of January, and the day following he was taken ill. On the 
fecond day it appeared that his difeafe was an ague; and on the fourth apprehending a 
fpeedy change, he called for his fons and his fons wives, fpoke to them a confiderable time, 
gave them much fpiritual advice, and bleflfed them (y), after which he fpoke little, but (lum- 
bered out moft of his time; only by intervals he feemed to awake a little, and was then 
very cheerful. At laft, on the feventh of February 1641, about midnight, he breathed 
his laft, in the feventy-firft year of his age, his death being chiefly occasioned by his lare 
imprifonment, and the weight of forrows which lay upon his mind (r). The only care now 
remaining to his friends was, to fee him buried according to his defire ; and fince that 
could not be obtained but by the new intruding Bifhop's leave, Mr. Clogy, and Mr. Sher- 
ridan went to alk it, and Mr. Dillon was prevailed with by his wife, to go and fecond 
their defire. They found the Bifhop lying in his own vomit, and a fad change in that 
houfe, which was before a houfe of prayer and of good works, but was now a den of 
thieves and a neft of uncleannefs. The Bifhop, when he was awakened out of his drunk- 
ennefs, excepted a little to it, and faid the church-yard was holy ground, and was no 
more to be defiled with Heretics bodies-, yet ht confented to it at laft. So on the ninth 
of February he was buried, and according to the direction himfelf had given, next 1m 
wife's coffin (s). The Irifh did him unufual honours at his burial-, for the chief of the rebel's 
gathered their forces together, and with them accompanied his body from Mr. Sherridan's 
houfe to the church-yard of Kilmore in great folemnity, and they defired Mr. Clogy to 
bury him according to the office prefcribed by the Church. But though the gentlemen 
were fo civil as to offer it, yet it was not thought advifeable to provoke the rabble fa 
much, as perhaps that might have done ; fo it was pafled over. But the Irifh difcharged 
a volley of fhot at his interment, and cried out in Latin, Requiefcat in pace iiltimus Anglo- 
rum, 1 May the laft of the Englifh reft in peace/ for they had often faid, that as they 
efteemed him the beft of the Englifh Bifhops, fo he Ihould be the laft that fhould be left 
(t)ihid.f.2\%. among them (/). What came from Edmund Farilly, a Popifh Prieft, at the interment of 
the Bifhop, is too remarkable, and is too well attefted, to be pafled over, who cried 
out, O fit anima mea cum Bedello, 1 I would to God my foul were with Bedell's (u)' Our 
Prelate had long before prepared for death, as appears by his will, dated the fifteenth of 
February 1640, in which there are feveral legacies, that fhew he had recollected all the 
memorable paffages of his life before he made it, and ferioufly confidered the feveral 
bleflings which God had beftowed upon him (w) [£"]. He married a lady of the ancient 
and honourable family of L'Eftrange, who was the widow of the Recorder of St. Edmund f- 
bury, a woman exemplary in her life, humble and modeft in her behaviour, and lingular 
in many excellent qualities, particularly in an extraordinary reverence to him (,v). She 
bore him three fons and a daughter. One of the fons and the daughter died young: only 
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[£] The feveral hkjpngs which God had bejlonvtd 
upon him.'] This preparation for his death was a very 
difcreet aft, and probably was the effect of his great 
forefight, which fhewed him the dangers of the Pro- 
tectants in Ireland, when few befides conceived of them 
in that light j and this made him always thoughtful and 
concerned. It certainly redounds to his honour, that 
out of his narrow fortune (which in the next note will 
appear) he mould defline fomewhat to every place unto 
which he had any relation ; a fure fign that he was 
mindful in his higheft fortunes, not of his progrefs 
only, but beginnings. To the parifli church of Black 
Notley in Eflex, where he was baptized, he bequeathed 
a bell. To the library of Emanuel-college in Cam- 
bridge, where he was educated, and where he had 
been Scholar and Fellow, he left his Hebrew manu- 
fcript Bible, the four Evangelifls, and Euclid's Ele- 
ments in Arabic. To Trinity-college in Dublin, of 
which he had been Provoft, he gave his manufcript 
Prifcian, with four more of his manufcripts. To Pri- 
mate Uflicr his manufcript Irifh Pfclter j and be alfo 


beftowed five pounds upon his church of Kilmore, for 
paving the chancel with hewn (lone (10). BefiJes 
thefe legacies, he gave directions in his will. about his 
interment, as the reader will fee in the text. It may 
not be amifs to obferve in this place, that the church 
of Kilmore, mentioned in his will, is a fmall parifh 
churchy contiguous to the epifcopal houfe ; for in this 
Bifhopric, as we are informed by the worthy editor 
of Sir James Ware's works, there are neither* Cathe- 
dral, Chapter, Canons, or Prebendaries. We have 
fecn how this Bifhop, out of pure confeience, quitted 
the See of Ardagh, which before his time had been 
annexed to the See of Kilmore, but after his deceafe 
they were united again in favour of Dr. Robert Max- 
well, our Bifhop's fucceflbr : but in 1692, upon the 
deprivation of Bifhop Sherridan, they were again di- 
vided, Dr. Smith being made Bilhop of Kilmore, and 
Dr, Burgh of Ardagh ; but the latter dying within the 
year, the Sees were again united, and have continued 
fo ever fince (11), 

William 


fo) Life of BU 
/hop Bedell, p. 
zo5. 


(p) Hiftory of 
the Beginning <>f 
the Irifh Trou- 
bles, p. 95. 


(V See this Ptf- 
cqurfeof hisac 
large in the Lite 
of Bifhop Bedell, 
p. 210. 

(r) Sir James 
Ware's Woik%. 
Vol. i. p. 0.40, 


(u) Sir Jamet 
Ware's Works, 
Vol. i. p. 242* 


(10) Sec not» 
[E]. 


(x) Bifhop Be- 
dell's Life, p. 
2:0. 


(ic) E*'r c>, 
from the Wilt* 
in the Preroga- 
tive offke. 


(11) Sirjanwi 
Ware's Work* 
Vul. i. p. n%* 
243. 256, 


BEDELL. 139 

William and Ambrofe furvived, for whom he made no provifion, but a benefice of 
eighty pounds a year for the eldeft aftd worthy fon of fuch a father; and an eftate of fixty 
pounds a year for the youngeft, who did not take to learning. This was the only pur- 
o; Theeihteof chafe he made (y). His wife died three years before the rebellion broke out, and he 
fc^wMcntSied" P reac hed her funeral fermon himfelf, with fuch a mixture both of tendernefs and mode- 
hi*s cidtfi } me l °' rat * on * t ^ iat ' le drew tears from all his auditors. He was an enemy to burying in the 
church, thinking that there was both fuperftition and pride in it, and believing It was a 
great annoyance to the living, to have fo much of the fteam of dead bodies rifing about 
them. One of the Canons in his Synod was againft burying in churches, and he often 
wifhed that burying-places were removed out of all towns. He chofe the lead frequented 
place of the church-yard of Kilmore for his wife to lie in, and by his will ordered, that 
he fhould be placed next to her, with this infcription : 

Bepofitum Gulielmi quondam Epifcopi Kilmorenfts *. ISiSfSSf 

That IS, words for his 

* The remains of William, heretofore Bifhop of Kilmore.' 8SSr&> 

favoring of 

It isjuftly obferved by BMiop Burnet, that the word Depofitum, cannot, flriftly fpeaking, f^ an AntU 
bear an Knglifh tranflation, becaufe it fignifies fomewhat given to another in truft ; fo that 
Bifhop Bedell meant to exprefs thereby, that he confidered his burial as committing a 
truft to the earth, until fuch time as it fhould be called upon to give up its dead (z). fx) Bifhop Be- 
Thus lived and died this great and good man, whofe behaviour in his public charadter did Llfe ' p " 
honour to his high office in the Church, and whofe private life was perfectly confiftent 
with the doftrine he taught. His anions were fuch as rendered him beloved and efteemed 
while he lived, and the report of them will ever fecure the higheft reverence for his 
memory [F]. The country, and the times in which he lived, required, above all others, 

fuch 


[F] Will ever fecure the higheft reverence for his 
memory.} It is requifite that the reader fhould be put 
in mind, before we come to that copious account, 
which is Hill preferred, of his daily behaviour, that it 
was not taken from common fame and from different 
perfons, at a great diftance of time after his deceafe ; 
for then it might have been looked upon, rather as a 
pi&ure drawn by fuch as were ftrongly affe&ed by the 
obligations they had to him, or the affection they had 
for him : but thefe accounts were drawn up by Mr. 
Clogy, who lived in the Bifhop's family, was the 
companion of all his fortunes, the faithful witnefs and 
fincere admirer of all his virtues ; one who committed 
to writing, while frefh in his memory, thole things 
that Bifhop Burnet long afterwards publifhcd in print, 
while that gentleman was living, to teftify the truth 
of them, and while many others were alfo able to 
vouch the fame facts. It was, therefore, reafonable for 
him to introduce as he does the character he gives 
him with this obfervation, viz. * That he was one 
' in whom fo many of the greateft characters of a 
1 primitive and apoftolical Bifhop did fhew themfclves 

* fo eminently, that it feemed fit that he mould ftill 

* fpeak to the world though dead, both for convincing 

* the unjufl enemies of that venerable order, and for 

* the inftruction of thofe that fucceeded him in it ; 

* fince great patterns give the eafieft notions of emi- 

* nent virtues, and teach in a way that has much more 

* authority with it, than all fpeculative difcourfes can 

* poffibly have. And as the lives of the primitive 
c Chriftians were a fpeaking apology for their religion, 
e as well as a direction to thofe that grew up, fo it is 
( to be hoped that the folemn, though filent language, 
c of fo bright an example, will have the defired ef- 

(12) Life of Bi- * feet both ways, and then my (12) author will have a 
<hop Eedell, p. * noble reward for his labours/ The perfon whom 
21 8 > ZJ 9' Bifhop Burnet here ftiles the author, is Mr. Clogy, be- 

fore mentioned, who, he affirms, had a much greater 
hand in the work than himfelf ; and this it was the 
more necelTary for him to do, becaufe other wife the 
reader could not have told fo well, what to think of the 
numerous particulars contained in the following cha- 
racter, which is indeed long and large, but fo curious, 
and fo well put together, that it is impolTible it fhould 
feem tedious. He was tall and graceful, and had fome- 
thing in his looks and carriage that created a venera- 
tion for him. His deportment was grave, without af- 
fectation. His apparel decent with fimplicity ; he 
wore no filks, but plain fluffs ; and had a long and 
broad beard, and grey and venerable hair. His 
ftrength continued firm to the laft, fo that the week 
before his laft ficknefs, he walked as vigoroufly and 
nimbly as any of the company, and leaped over a 
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broad ditch ; infomuch that his fons, who were amazed 
at it, had enough to do to follow him. He never 
ufed fpectacles. By a fall in his childhood he had 
unhappily contracted a deafnefs in his left ear. He 
had great ftrength and health of body, excepting that 
a few years before his death he had fome fevere fits of 
the ftone, occafioned by his fedentary life, which he 
bore with wonderful patience. The remedy he ufed 
for it was to dig in the garden (in which he much de- 
lighted) until he heated himfelf, and that mitigated 
the pain. His judgment and memory remained with 
him to the laft. He always preached without notes ; 
but often wrote down his meditations after he had 
preached them. He fhewed no other learning in his 
fermons but in clearing the difficulties of his text, by 
comparing the originals with the moft antient verfions. 
His ftile was clear and full, but plain and fimple. He 
read the Hebrew and Septuagint fo much, that they 
were as familiar to him as the Englifh tranflation. He 
had gathered a vaftheap of critical Expofitions, which, 
with a trunk full of other manufcripts, fell into the 
hands of the Irifh, and were all loft excepting his 
great Hebrew manufcript, which was preferved by a 
converted Irifhman, and is now in Emanuel college 
in Cambridge. Every day after dinner and fupper a 
chapter of the Bible was read at his table, whether 
Papifts or Proteftants were prefent ; and Bibles were 
laid before every one of the company, and before 
himfelf either the Hebrew or the Greek, but in his 
laft years the Irifh tranflation ; and he ufually ex- 
plained the occurring difficulties. He wrote much in 
controverfy, occafioned by his engagements to labour 
the converfion of thofe of the Roman communion, 
which he looked on as idolatrous and antichriftian. 
He wrote a large treatife on thefe two queftions : 
1 Where was our religion before Luther ? And what 

* became of our anceftors who died in Popery ?* 
Archbifhop Ufher prefted him to have printed it, 
and he refolved to have done fo ; but that and all 
his other works were fvvallowed up in the Rebellion. 
He kept a great correfpondence not only with the Di- 
vines of England, but with others over Europe. He 
obferved a true hofpitality in honfe-kecping ; many 
poor Irifh families about him were maintained out of 
his kitchen ; and in Chriftmas the poor always eat with 
him at his own table, and he had brought himfelf to 
endure both their rags and rudenefs. At public tables 
he ufually fat filent. Once at the Earl of Strafford's 
table, one obferved, that while they were all talking 
he faid nothing. The Primate anfwered, 1 Broach 

* him, and you will find good liquor in him.' Upon 
which the perfon propofed a queftion in Divinity, in 
anfwering which the Bifhop fhewed his abilities fo well, 

and 


Tt$) Sir James 
Ware's Work?, 
Vol. i. p. 241. 
Life of Bifhop 
Bcddl, p, 219. 


(14) Bede11*i 
Lite, p. 29, 30. 
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BEDELL. 

fuch examples-, and the refpeft paid him by the Irifti fufficiently ftews, what might have 
been done amonglt them, if all, or the greateft part of the Proteftant clergy had been 

fuch 


and puzzled the other fo much, that all at laft, except 
the Bifhop, fell a laughing at the other. The great- 
nefs of his mind, and undauntednefs of his fpirit, 
evidently appeared in many paflages of his life, and 
that without any mixture of pride, for he lived with 
his Clergy as if they had been his brethren. In his 
vifitation he would accept of no invitation from the 
gentlemen of the country, but would eat with his 
Clergy in fuch poor inns, and of fuch coarfe fare, as 
the places afforded. He avoided all affectation of 
ftate in his carriage, and, when in Dublin, always 
walked on foot, attended by one fervant, except on 
public cccafions, which obliged him to ride in pro- 
celfion among his brethren. He never kept a coach, 
his ftrength fuffering him always to ride on horfeback. 
He avoided the affectation of humility as well as pride ; 
the former often flowing from the greater pride of the 
two. He took an ingenious device to put him in mind 
of his obligations to purity : it was a flaming crucible, 
with this motto, * Take from me all my Tin,' the 
word in Hebrew fignifying Tin, being Bedil, which 
imported that he thought every thing in him but bafe 
alloy, and therefore prayed God would cleanfe him 
from it. He never thought of changing his See, but 
confidered himfelf as under a tie to it that could not 
eafily be diffolved ; fo that when the tranflating him 
to a Bilhopric in England was propofed to him, he 
refufed it ; and faid, he fhould be as troublefome a 
Bifhop in England as he had been in Ireland. He had 
a true and generous notion of religion, and did not 
look upon it as a fyftem of opinions, or a fet of forms, 
but as a divine difcipline that reforms the heart and 
life. It was not leaves but fruit that he fought. This 
was the true principle of his great zeal againft Popery. 
He confidered the corruptions of that Church as an ef- 
fectual courfe to enervate the true defign of Chriftianity. 
He looked on the obligation of obferving the Sabbath 
as moral and perpetual, and was moll exact in the ob- 
fervation of it (13). 


in Suffolke. There is a pafTage, in this work, con- 
cerning refiftance to Princes, which, on account of 


fome circumftances that afterwards happened with re- 
lation to it, we fhall here infert. ' Do you think 
' fubjects are bound to give their throats to be cut by 

* their fellow- fubjects, or to their Princes at their 
1 mere wills againft their own laws and edicts ? You 

* would know, quo jure, the Prote Hants' wars in France 
' and Holland are j unified. Fir ft, the law of Nature* 
' which not only alloweth, but inclineth and enforceth 

* every living thing, to defend itfelf from violence. 

* Secondly, that of Nations, which permitteth thofe 

* that are in the protection of others, to whom they 
f owe no more but an honourable acknowledgment, 
< in cafe they go about to make themfelves abfolute 

* Sovereigns, and ufurp their liberty, to refift and 
1 ftand for the fame ; and if a lawful Prince (which 
1 is not yet Lord of his fubjects lives and goods) mail 
' attempt to defpoil them of the fame, under colour of 
f reducing them to his own religion, after all humble 
' remonftrances, they may ftand upon their own 

* guard ; and being afTailed, repel force with force, 
? as did the Maccabees under Antiochus ; in which 
' cafe notwithstanding, the perfon of the Prince him- 
' felf ought always to be facred and inviolable, as 
' was Saul's to David. Laftly, if the enraged Mi- 


* # * [There is a circumftance related by Bifhop 
Burnet concerning our excellent Prelate, and taken 
notice of by Monf. Bayle, which fhould not have been 
omitted in the preceding article. When Mr. Bedell 
had returned from Venice, and retired to his living 
in the country, he applied himfelf fo clofely to the 
duties of his function, and mixed fo feldom with the 
world, that he was aim oft totally forgotten. So little 
was he known or remembered, that, fome years after, 
when Diodati, an eminent Divine of Geneva, came 
over to England, he could net, though acquainted with 
many of the Clergy, hear of Mr. Bedell from any per- 
fon with whom he happened to converfe. Diodati was 
greatly amazed, that fo extraordinary a man, who 
was fo much admired at Venice by the beft judges of 
merit, fhould not be known in his own country ; and 
he had given up all hopes of finding him out, when, 
to their no fmall joy, they accidentally met each other 
in the ftrects of London. Upon this occafion, Dio- 
dati prefented his friend to Morton, the learned and 
ancient Bifhop of Durham, and told him how highly 
he had been valued by Father Paul, which engaged 
the Bifhop to treat Mr. Bedell with very particular re- 
fpect (14). Monf. Bayle, fpeaking of this fact, ob- 
ferves, that with refpect to a man of inconfiderable 
merit, it would not be any compliment ; * but 
' when the queftion is concerning a great Divine, 
< and a Minifter, who difcharged his office fo 

* worthily, one cannot fay of him that he v/as but 
€ little known, without raifing his character to the 

* ikies at the fame time, and paying the greateft com- 

* mendation to his modefty, humility, difinterefted- 
' nefs, and feveral other virtues, which are truly 
1 worthy of a Minifter, and very difficult to be found : 

* Where arc the great Ecclcfiaftics of great abilities, 

* who do not endeavour to make a noife in the world, 
' and efpecially to reach the ears of Sovereigns and 
' their Favouritcr. r (15) 

In 1624, Mr. Bedell publifhed, at London, in 4to, 
a tract under the following title : The Copies of certaine 
Letters, which ha ve paffed betweene Spaine and England 
in Matter of Religion, concerning the general motives 
to Roman obedience betuuecne Mafter James Wadef 
nvorth, a late Penjioner of the holy Inquifition in Sevill, 
and W. Bedell, a Minifter of the Gofpell of jefus Chrift 
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tion of 1685, 
from which rhit 
paflage is taken, 
the fpelling is 
modernized. 


c nifter of a lawful Prince will abufe his authority 

* againft the fundamental laws of the country, it is 
■ no rebellion to defend themfelves againft force, re- 
' ferving ftill their obedience to their Sovereign in- 
1 violate. Thefe are the rule: of which the Proteft- 
1 ants that have borne arms in France and Flanders, 
' and the Papifts alfo, both there and elfewhere, as 

in Naples, that have ftood for the Defence of their 
1 liberties, have ferved themfelves. How truly I 

* efteem it hard for you and me to determine, unlefs 
1 we were more thoroughly acquainted with the laws 
' and cufloms of thofe countries, than I for my part 

* am V From the above pafTage, and from the Form 
of Prayer for a public Faft in 1628, during the 
fiege of Rochelle, in which Form the befieged were 
prayed for as brethren, and their fuccefs requcfted 
of the Supreme Being, Dr. Burnet concluded, that 
the Church of England was, at that time, far from 
condemning refiftance in all cafes, as Rebellion ; and 
that it was late before the notion of non-refiftance was 
received as a doctrine of the Church. It is remark- 
able, that the preceding quotation is from a book 
which was dedicated to King Charles the Firft, when 
Prince of Wales ; that what the Author had advanced 
was never once objected to him ; and that he was 
afterwards preferred to a Bilhopric. When, in 168c, 
this Treatife was reprinted, in order to be bound up 
with Burnetts Life of Bedell, it was apprehended that 
the pafTage in queftion would give offence. Dr. Bur- 
net infilled on its not being omitted ; upon which 
Mr. Chifwell the Bookfeller fhewed it to Sir Roger 
L'Eftrange, who would not let it pafs, till feveral 
words were fcattered quite through it, to give it an 
air as if Bifhop Bedell had only been repeating the 
arguments of other men. Sir Roger added, likewife, 
a marginal note to the fame purpofe. All that Dr. 
Burnet could prevail to get done was, to have the 
additional words included in crotchets. Thus the 
matter ftood for a time, and Bifhop Burnet was liable 
to the reproach of having, contrary to his conduct, 
publicly teftified his diflike of the doctrine of refift- 
ance. A reflection of this kind having been thrown 
upon him, after the Revolution, by Dr. Hickcs, the 
Bifhop gladly embraced the occafion of acquainting 
the world with the true circumftances of the affair (16). 

Bifhop Bedell's opinion againft burying in Churches 
feems to deferve commendation. Of late years, many of Bedell, p, 
papers have occafionally been written againft this prac- 44s ' 4461 
tice ; but whether it be fo extremely unhealthful ar» 
certain perfons, in the warmth of their imaginations, 
and the zeal of their affections, have fuppofed, may, 
we think, juftly be doubted. However, if there be 
reafon to believe that it is, in any degree, prejudicial 
to health, it would be very defira.ble to have it 
changed. It can fcarcely admit of a queftion, whe- 
ther Caemeteries at a diftancc from places of worlhip, 
and from great cities, be not, on the whole, prefer- 
able. Neverthelefs, the prefent pradice hath io leng' 
been eftablifhed, and is founded on fuch ftrong prin- 
ciples, 


(16) Bid. p. 1 34. 
note [/I], Life 
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BEDERIC. BEHN, 

fuch as he was: and, therefore, the diligence of thofe can fcarcely be fufficiently com- 
mended, who have fecured to pofterity fo ample an account of fo worthy and fo excel- 
lent a perfom 
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6iples, prejudices, and mtereits, that it will not fpeect- 
ily be altered. 

With regard to the two quelHons, in anfwer to 
which our learned prelate is faid to have drawn tip a 
large treatife, they were deemed highly important in 
his time. The Papifls triumphed in them greatly, 
and thought that a Proteftant was incapable of giving 
them a fatisfadlory reply* In confidering'the inquiry, 
4 Where was your religion before Luther/ it is pro- 
bable that Bifhop Bedell took a wide circuit. It may 
be fuppofed, that he entered copioufly into the opi- 
nions of the ancient Fathers, and that he pointed out 
the inftances wherein either bodies of men or indi- 
viduals had entertained fentiments different from 
thofe of the Church of Rome* Nor were thefe ufelefs 
difcuffions. An examination of Chriftian antiquity 
would direct, to the particular periods of the rife, pro- 
grefs, and eftablifhment of many of the errors and cor- 
ruptions of Popery; and a careful fearch into ecclefi- 
aftical hiftory would mow, that in every age there 
were fome witnefles to the truth* But it is to be 
hoped, that the good Bifhop chiefly infilled on the main 


is the only folid bafis on which the caufe of Prote- 
ftantifm can be fupported. Yet this principle do;h 
not feem to have been fully attended to, till Daille, 
Bifhop Taylor, and Chillingworth brought the con- 
troverfy to its true ifTue. 

The fecond que/Hon, * What became of our an- 
1 ceftors who died in Popery/ is far lefs important. 
It is a fufHcient reply to it to fay, that the religious 
difadvantageS under which they unavoidably laboured 
will be properly allowed for by the righteous and 
merciful Governor of the world. At the fame time, 
the unfpeakable value and ufefulnefs of the Proteftant 
Reformation might be fully infilled upon, and un- 
answerably fupported. 

The Mr. Wadefworth, with whom Bedell had the 
controverfy before mentioned, had been his fellovv- 
ftudent and chamber-fellow at the univerfity. They 
were both beneficed in the fame diocefe . and were ap- 
pointed, at no great interval of time, Chaplains to 
foreign embalfies. Mr. Wadefworth was fent to Spain, 
where he became a convert to the Church of Rome. 
BedelPs letters to him made a deep impreifion upon 


anfwer to the queftion ; which is, that the religion of his mind, though they did not engage him openly to 

the Proteftants lay in the Bible. This is the grand forfake the caufe of Popery. It feems, however, that 

decifive anfwer, which removes all difficulties, and his fon, in confequence of his father's inftrudtions, 

puts the matter on a right foundation. The perfec- came over to this country, and embraced the Prote- 

tion of Scripture, as the rule of faith and manners, flant Religion (17).] K. 
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BEDERIC (Henry) a celebrated preacher in the XlVth century, was a monk 
of the order of St. Auguftin at Clare; and furnamed de Bury, becaufe he was born at 
St. EdmundVbury in Suffolk (a). Having from his youth fhewn a quick wit, and a great 
inclination to learning, his fuperiors took care to improve thefe excellent faculties, by 
fending him not only to our Englifh, but alfo to foreign, univerfities : where clofely 
applying himfelf to his ftudies, and being a conftant difputant, he arrived to fuch fame, 
that at Paris he became a Dodtor of the Sorbonne (b). Not long after he returned to (b) Baleus, & 
England, where he was much followed, and extremely admired, for his eloquent way of Plts ' M M rm * 
preaching. This eminent qualification, joined to his remarkable integrity, uprighrnefs, 
decent behaviour, prudence, and dexterity in the management of affairs, fo recommended 
him to the efteem of the world, that he was chofen Provincial of his order throughout 
England : in which ftation he behaved in a very commendable manner. He wrote feveral 
things [A ]. But he is cenfured by one author [£], for having aflerted and maintained, 
that the virgin Mary was conceived in original fin. He flour ifhed about the year 1380, 
in the reign of King Richard II. 


(1) Bale, ullfu* 
pra. 

Pits calls him 
Vincentinus, 


[A] He wrote feveral things,*] Namely, I. < Lec- 
4 tures upon the Mailer of the Sentences, ». e. Peter 

* Lombard, in four books. II. Theological Queftions, 

* in one book. III. Sermons upon the Bleffed Vir- 
c gin. IV. A courfe of Sermons for the whole year.* 
Befides feveral other things, of which no account is 
given. 

[B] But he is cenfured By one author, for having of 
ferted and maintained, that the Virgin Mary <was con* 
ceived in original fin.] That author's name is Petrus 
Vicentinus (1 ). The trifling opinion here mentioned 
has occafioned very long and warm difputes among 
thofe patrons of nonfenfe, the members of the Church 


of Rome. The Dominicans, a very confiderable Or- 
der amongft them, affirmed, That ihe was conceived 
in original fin. But the Francifcans, who were more 
popular, took it into their heads to maintain the con- 
trary (2). The firft inventor of her immaculate con- 
ception was the famous John Duns, furnamed Scot us, 
and Doclor Suhtilis, who died in the year 1308 (3). 
Since which time great numbers of books have been 
written for and againft that opinion. Montfaucon re- 
lates (4), that, when he vifited Italy, Signor Belcreddi 
of Pavia had a library full of books in behalf of that 
groundlefs notion, and moil of them written by Fran* 
cifcans. M. 


(2) See Birtiop 
Burnet's Tra- 
vels, edit. i6S7 # 
8t/0, p. 26, &c. 

(3) Hiftoire Eg- 
clefiaft. par M. 
Fleury, Paris, 
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licum, Paris, 
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BEHN (Aphara) [yf], a celebrated Poetefs of the laft age, was a gentlewoman 
by birth, being defcended from a good family in the city of Canterbury (a) ; and was 
born fometime in the reign of King Charles I., but in what year is not known. Her 
father's name was Johnfon ; whofe relation to the Lord Willoughby drew him, for the ad- 
vantageous poft of Lieutenant-general of Surinam, and fix and thirty iflands, to undertake a 
voyage, with his whole family, to the Weft-Indies-, at which time our Poetefs was very young. 
Mr. Johnfon died at fea in his paflage thither ; but his family arrived at Surinam (b) [5], 

where 


[A] APHARA.] This is the true fpelling, as 
appears by her epitaph (1), and not Afra, as it is 
ufually written. Langbane (2) calls her Mrs. Aftrtea 
Behn ; but Aftraa is only a fictitious name, ufed by 
her in her Epiftolary Correfpondence. 

[B] She arrived at Surinam.'] In her Hiftory of 
Oroonoko (3) ihe has given us the following defcription 
of her habitation in that country. * As foon as I 
< came into the country, the beft houfe in it was pre- 

Vol. II. 
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fented me, called St. John's Hill: It flood on a vaft 
rock of white marble, at the foot of which the river 
ran a vaft depth down, and not to be defcended on 
that fide ; the little waves ftill darning and warning 
the foot of this rock, made the fofteft murmurs and 
purlings in the world ; and the oppofite bank was 
adorned with fuch vaft quantities of different flowers 
eternally blowing, and every day and hour new, 
fenced behind them with lofty trees of a thoufand rare 
Q Q ' forms 
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where our Poetefs became acquainted with the ftory, and perfon, of the American Prince 
Oroonoko [C], whofe adventures fhe has fo feelingly defcribed in the celebrated novel of 
that name {c). After her return to England, fhe was married to Mr. Behn, a merchant 
of London, but of Dutch extraftion. King Charles If. to whom. fhe had given an en- 
tertaining and juft account of the colony of Surinam, thought her a proper perfon to be 
intruded with the management of fome important affairs, during the Dutch war; which 
occafioned her going into Flanders, and refiding at Antwerp (d). Here, by her in- 
trigues, fhe difcovered the defign, formed by the Dutch, of failing up the river Thames, 
and burning the Englifli fhips in their harbours [D] \ which fhe communicated to the 
Court of England : but, her intelligence (though well grounded, as appeared by the 
event) being only laughed at and flighted, fhe laid afide all farther thoughts of ftate 
affairs, and amufed herfelf, during the reft of her flay at Antwerp, with the gallantries of 
that city (<?) [£]. After fome time, Ihe embarked at Dunkirk for England, -and in the 

paflage 
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c forms and colours, that the profpeft was the moft ra- 

* vilhing that fends can create. On the edge of this 

* white rock, towards the river, was a walk, or grove 
c of orange and lemon-trees, about half the length of 
c the Mall here*, whofe flowery and fruit-bearing 
' branches met at the top, and hindered the fun, whofe 

* rays are very fierce there, from entering a beam into 

* the grove ; and the cool air that came from the 

* river made it not only fit to entertain people in, at 
' all the hotteft hours of the day, but refrelli the fweet 

* bloflbms, and made it always fweet and charming; 

* and fure the whole globe of the world cannot mew 

* fo delightful a place as this grove was : Not all the 

* gardens of boalted Italy can produce a lhade to out- 
' vie this, which nature had joined with art to render 

* fo exceeding fine ; and it is a marvel to fee how fuch 

* vail: trees, as big as Englifh oaks, could take footing 
« in fo folid a rock, and fo little earth, as covered that 

* rock.' Mrs. Behn, indeed, fpeaks wonders of the 
whole continent of Surinam, with this reflection 
upon it, 4 that certainly, had his late Majefty f of 
f facred memory but feen and known what a vaft and 

* charming world he had been m after of in that con^ 

* tinent, he would never have parted fo eafily with it 
< to the Dutch [4].' 

[C] She became acquainted with the perfon and ftory 
cf the American Prince Oroonoko.] She herfelf tells 
us (5), f fhe had often feen and converfed with that 
f great man and been a witnefs to many of his mighty 

* actions ;' and that at one time ' he and Clemene (or 

* hnoinda his wife) were fcarce an hour in a day from 

* her lodgings ; that they eat with her, and that ihe 
€ obliged them in all things fhe was capable, entertain- 

* ing them with the lives of the Romans, and great 

* men, which charmed him to her company ; and her, 

* with teaching her all the pretty works fhe was miftrefs 

* of, and telling her ftories of Nuns, and endeavour- 

* ing to bring her to the knowledge of the true God 

* (6).' She tells us likewife (7), that Oroonoko ufed 
to call her his Great Miftrefs, and that < her word 

* would go a great way with him.' This intimacy 
between Prince Oroonoko and our Poetefs occafioned 
fome reflections on her conduct, from which the au- 
thorefs of her Life has juftiiied her in the following 
manner. Speaking of the unfortunate ftory of Oroo- 
noko, ' Here, fays fhe (8), I can add nothing to 
s what fhe has given the world already, but a vindi- 
1 cation of her from fome unjuft afperfions I find are 

* infinuated about this town in relation to that Prince. 

* I knew her intimately well, and I believe fhe would 
4 not have concealed any love-affair from me, being 

* one of her own fex, whofe friend fhip and fecrecy 
' fhe had experienced ; which makes me allure the 

* world there was no affair between that Prince and 

* Aflxaea, but what the whole plantation were witneffes 

* of ; a generous value for his uncommon virtues, 

* which every one that but hears them finds in himfelf, 

* and his prefence gave her no more. Befides, his 

* heart was too violently fet on the everlafting charms 

* of his Imoinda, to be fhook with thofe more faint 

* (in his eye) of a white beauty ; and Aftraea's rela- 
' tions there prefent, had too watchful an eye over her, 

* to permit the frailty of her youth, if that had been 

* powerful enough.' 

[D] She difcovered the defign of the Dutch to 
bum the Englifh fhips in their harbours.} She made this 
difcovery by the intervention of a Dutchman, whom 
her life- writer calls by the name of Vander Albert. 
This Vander Albert, who, before the war, in her huf- 
band's time, hachbecn in love with her in England, as 


foon as he heard of her. arrival at Antwerp, and the 
public ports he was in would give him leave, paid her 
a vifn ; and, after a repetition of all his former pro- 
feflions for her fervice, prefled her to let him, by fome 
fignal means, give her undeniable proofs of the vehe- 
mence and fmcerity of his paflion ; for which he 
would afk no reward, 'till he had by long^ and faith- 
ful fcrvices convinced her that he deferved it. This 
propofal was fo fui table to her prefent aim in the fer- 
vice of her country, that Ihe accepted it, and em- 
ployed Albert in fuch a manner, as made her very fer- 
viceable to the King. The latter end of the year 
1666, he fent her word by a fpecial.meffenger, that 
he would be with her at a day appointed ; at which 
time he revealed to her, that Cornelius De Wit, who, 
with the reft of that family, had an implacable hatred 
to the Englifh nation and the houfe of Orange, had, 
with de Ruyter, propofed to the States the expedition 
above mentioned. This propofal, concurring with the 
advice which the Dutch Partifans in England had 
given them of the total neglect there of all naval pre- 
parations, was, he told her, well received, and would 
certainly be put in execution, as a thing neither dan- 
gerous nor difficult. Albert having difcovered a fe- 
cret of this importance, and with fuch marks of truth, 
that Ihe had no room for doubt, as foon as the inter- 
view was at an end, fhe difpatched an account of what 
Ihe had difcovered to England (9). ^ jby^.$-& 

[E] She amufed herfelf with the gallantries of Ant- 
werp.] Beiides Vander Albert, mentioned in the laft 
remark, Mrs. Behn had another lover at Antwerp, a 
Dutchman likewife : of whom fhe herfelf gives the 
following humorous account in one of her letters (10) : (10) Ibid* p. zo{ 
' My other is about twice his (Albert's) age, nay and 

* bulk too, though Albert be not the moll Barbary 
' fhape you have feen ; you muft know him by the 

* name of Van Bruin, and he was introduced to me 

* by Albert his kinfman, and obliged by him to furnilh 
' me in his abfence with what money and other tilings 

* I fhould pleafe to command, or have occafion for, as 
' long as he ftaid at Antwerp, where he was like to 

* continue fome time about alaw-fuit then depending, 
c He had not vifited me often before I began to be 

* fenfible of the influence of my eyes on this old piece 
1 of worm-eaten touchwood; but he had not the con- 

* fidence (and that's much) to tell me he loved me ; 

* and modefty, you know, is no common fault of his 

* countrymen. — He often infinuated that he knew a 
' man of wealth and fubftance, though ftricken indeed 
€ in years, and oh that account not fo agreeable as a 

* younger man, that was paflionately in love with me, 

* and defired to know whether my heart was fo far en- 

* gaged, that his friend fhould not entertain any hopes, 
f I replied, that I was furprifed to hear a friend of 

* Albert's making an intereil in me for another ; that 

* if love were a paffion I was any way fenfible of, it 
' could never be for an old man, and much to that 

* purpofe. But all this would not do; in a day or 
' two I received this eloquent epiftle from him.' Here 
Mrs. Behn inferts a tranflation of Van Bruin's letter, 
which was written in French, and in a moft ridiculous 
ftile, telling her, he had often ftrove to tell her the tem- 
pefts of his heart, and with his own mouth fcale the 
walls of her affedions ; but terrified with the ftrength 
of her fortifications, he concluded to make more regular 
approaches, and fir ft attack her at a farther diftance, 
and try firft what a bombardment of letters would do ; 
whether thefe carcaffes of love, thrown into the Jconces 
of her eyes, would break into the midft of her breaft f 
beat down tb$ court of guard of her averfion, and blow 
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pa/Tagc was near being loft; for the (hip, being driven on the coaft, foundered within 
fight of land : but, by the afllftance of boats from the fhore, they were all laved, and 
Mrs. Behn arrived in London. The jreft of her life was entirely dedicated to pleafure and 
poetry (f). Betides pubiifliing three volumes of Mifcellany Poems [F], flie wrote feven- 
teen Plays [GJ, and lome Hiftories and Novels [H]. She tranflated M. Fontenelle's 
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ft/ fZv mngazine of her cruelty \ that Jhe might he 
brought to a capitulation, and yield upon reafonable 
terms (1 1). He then confidcrs her as a goodly Jhip un- 
der fail for the Indies ; her hair is the pennants ; her 
forehead the prow ; her eyes the guns ; her nofe the 
rudder, Sec. He wi flies t?»rf fee her keel above 

water / and de fixes to be the pilot, to Jleer her by the 
Cape of Good Hope for the Indies of Love (12). Our 
Poetefs returned a fuitable anfwer to this ridiculous 
letter. She rallies him on his fetting out for fo un- 
profitable a voyage as Love, and humoroufly reckons 
up the expenecs of the voyage ; as Ribbons and hoods 
for her pennants ; diamond- rings, lockets, and pearl neck- 
laces for her guns of offencj and defence ; Jilks, holland, 
lawn, cambrick, Sec. for her rigging, Sec. (13) This 
produced another letter, in the fame ilile, from Van 
Bruin ; in which, to Jhew her that what Jhe propofed 
had not ierrified him, he tells her, he fends her Cart- 
blank to fill up herfelf piomifing to vifit her that 
evening, to fiign articles, and put a new gar r if on into 
the fort (14). Though Mrs. Behn had no need of an- 
fwering this, being threatened with fo fpeedy a vifit, 
yet, for the diverfion of herfelf and her acquaintance, 
fhe fent him another billet ; in which, fceming to en- 
courage his pallion, me tells him, Jhe fears that de- 
luding tongue of his will quite remove all her obj eel ions ; 
but that Jhe defers propofals of articles, till their Ple- 
tiipo's meet, and proceed regularly on thefe preliminaries 
at the place of conference ; which, fays Hie, is agreed 
on all hands to be the abode of your mojl happy Aftr&a 
(15). This letter, we may imagine, foon brought her 
Hogen-7nogen lover (as fhe calls him) to her apartment. 
The other part of his ccurtfhip, fhe tells her friend, 
could not eafily be defcribed. * But imagine to your- 
\ felf, Jays Jhe (16), an old, over-grown, unwieldy 
t Dutchman, playing awkwardly over all that he fup- 
6 pofed would make him look more agreeable in my 
f eyes. Age he found I did not admire ; he therefore 

* endeavoured to conceal it by drefs, peruke, and 

* clumfy gaiety. Refpeft he was informed I expected 

* from a lover ; which he would exprefs with fuch 

* comical cringes, fuch odd fort of ogling, and fan- 

* taftic addrefs, that I could never force a ferious face 

* on whatever he faid ; for let the fubject be ever fo 
« grave, hisperfon and delivery turned it into a farce. 

* There was no piece of gallantry he obferved per- 

* formed by the young gentlemen of the city, but he 
€ attempted in imitation of them, even to poetry ; 
' but that indeed was in his own language, and fo 

* might be extraordinary for aught I know.' In this 
manner, Mrs. Behn tells us, me diverted herfelf with 
Van Bruin in Albert's abfence, till he began to af- 
fume and grow troublefome on her bare permiffion of 
his addrefles ; fo that, to rid herfelf of him, fhe was 
forced to difclofe the whole affair to Albert, who was 
fo enraged, that he threatened the death of his rival; 
but was pacified by his miftre fs, and contented to up- 
praid the other with his treachery, and to forbid him 
the houfe (17). ' But this, fays our Poetefs (iS), pro- 
' duced a very ridiculous fcene, and worthy of more 

* fpectators ; For my Neftorean lover would not give 

* ground to Albert, but was as high as he, challenged 

* him to fnick-or-fnee for me, and a thou fan d things 

* as comical : in fhort, nothing but my pofitive com- 

* mand could fatisfy him, and on that he promifed 

* no more to trouble me. Sure, as he thought, of 

* me, he was thunder-ftruck, when he heard me not 

* only forbid him the houfe, but ridicule all his ad- 

* dreffes to his rival Albert ; and with a countenance 
€ full of defpair, went away, not only from my lodg- 
< ings, but the next day from Antwerp, leaving his 
( law-fuit to the care of his friends, unable to ftay in 

* the place where he had met with fo dreadful a de- 

* feat/ Thus far we have an account of Mrs. Behn's 
gallantries at Antwerp from her own pen. The au- 
thorefs of her Life has given us a farther account of her 
affairs with Vander Albert, in which fhe contrived to 
preferve her honour, without injuring her gratitude. 
There was a woman at Antwerp, who had often given 
Aftnea warning of Albert's ficklenefs and inconitancy, 


afFuring her, he never loved paft enjoyment, and fome- 
times changed even before he had that pretence ; of 
which fhe herfelf was an inftanee, Albert having mar- 
ried her, and deferted her on the wedding-night. 
Our Poetefs took the opportunity of her acquaintance 
with this lady, whofc name was Catalina, to put an 
honeft trick upon her lover, and at the fame time to do 
juftice to an injured woman. Accordingly fhe made 
an appointment with Albert, and contrived that Cata- 
lina mould meet him in her Head. The plot fucceeded, 
and Catalina, infinitely pleafed with the adventure, 
appointed the next night and the following, till at lafl 
he difcovered the cheat, and refolved to gratify both 
his love and his revenge, by enjoying Aftraea even 
againft her will. To this purpofe he bribed an elderly 
gentlewoman, whom Mrs. Behn kept out of charity, 
and who was her bedfellow, to put him to bed drefTed 
in her night-cloaths in her place, when Aftraea was paf- 
fing the evening at a Merchant's houfe in the town. 
The Merchant's fon and his two fitters waited on 
Aftraea home ; and, to conclude the evening's mirth 
with a frolic, the young gentleman propofed going to 
bed to the old woman, and that they mould all come 
in with candles and furprize them together. As it was 
agreed, fo they did ; but, no fooner was the young 
fpark laid in bed, than he found himfelf accofled 
with unexpected ardour, and a man's voice, faying, 
Have I now caught thee, thou malicious charmer ! 
Now I'll not let thee go till thou hajl done ?ne juftice 
for all the wrongs thou haft offered my doating love. 
The reft of the company coming in, were extremely 
furprized to- find Albert in Aftraea's bed, inftead of the 
old woman, and Albert no lefs to find the young fpark 
inftead of Aftraea. In conclufion the old woman was 
difcarded, and Albert's fury at his difappointment ap- 
peafed by a promife from Mrs. Behn of marrying him 
at her arrival in England. But Albei t, returning into 
Holland to make preparations for his voyage to Eng- 
land, died of a fever at Amfterdam (19). (19) Ibid. 

[F] She publi Jhe d three volumes o/*Mifcellany Poems.] — 38* 
The firft in 16S4, tne f econ d in 1685, and the third 
in 1688. They confift of fongs and other little pieces, 
by the Earl of Rochefter, Sir George Etherege, Mr. 
Henry Crifp, and others ; with fome pieces of her 
own. To the Second Mijcellany is annexed a tranfla- 
tion of the Duke de Rochefoucault's Moral Reflections , 
under the title of Seneca unmajked. 

[G] Her Plays.] They are as follows : I, II. The 
Rover, or the Baniffd Cavalier, in two parts, both 
Comedies ; acted at the Duke's Theatre, and printed, 
in quarto, in 1677 and 168 1. The fecond part is de- 
dicated to his Royal Highnefs the Duke. Thefe Plays 
are taken, in a great meafure, from Killigrew's Don 
Thomafo, or the Wanderer. III. The Dutch Lover, a 
Comedy ; acted at the Duke's Theatre, and printed, 
in quarto, in 1673. The plot of this play is founded 
on a Spanifh Romance, written by Don Francifco de 
las Coveras, intitled Don Fenife. IV. Abdelazar, or 
the Moor's Revenge, a Tragedy; acted at the Duke's 
Theatre, and printed, in quarto, in 167 1. It is taken 
from an old Play of Mario's, printed in 1661, intitled, 
Luffs Dominion, or the Lafcivious Queen ; a Tragedy. 
V. The Young King, or the Mifiake, a Tragi-comedy ; 
acted at the Duke's Theatre, and printed, in quarto, 
in 1683. It is dedicated to fome gentleman, her par- 
ticular friend, under the name of Philafier. The de- 
fign of this Play is taken from the ftory of Alcamenes 
and Menalippa, in Calprenede's Cleopatra. VI. The 
Round-heads, or the Good Old Caufc, a Comedy ; acted 
at the Duke's Theatre, and printed, in quarto, in 
168-2. It is dedicated to Henry Fitz-Roy, Duke of 
Grafton. Great part of the dialogue of this Play is 
taken from John Tateham's Rump, or a Mirror of the 
Times. VII. The City-Heirefs, cr Sir Timothy Treat- 
All, a Comedy; acted at the Dnke's Theatre, and 
printed, in quarto, 1682. It is dedicated to Henry 
Earl of Arundel, and Lord Mowbray. This Play was 
very well received, but moft of the characters are bor- 
rowed, as thofc of Sir Timothy and his nephew, from 
Sir Bounteous Progrefs and Folly -wit 9 in Middleton's 
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Bijiory of Oracles, and Plurality of Worlds \ to which laft toe annexed an Effay on ref- 
lation and Tranflated Profe [f]. The Paraphrafe of (Enonis Epiftle to Paris, in the 
Eneiifh tFanQation of Ovid's Epjlles, h Mrs. Behn's [K] % as are, the celebrated Love- 
& Letters 
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Mad tForfd my Mafters ; and tfiofe of Sir Anthony 
Merrywell and his nephew Sir Charles, from Durazxo 
and Caldoro, in Maflenger's Guardian. VIII. 

Jo/, or Sir Timothy T awdry, a Comedy ; ailed 
at the Duke** Theatre, and printed, in quarts, in 
1677. This Play is founded on a Comedy, written 
by George Wilkin's, intitled, The Miferies of inforced 
Marriage. IX. The Falfe Count, or a new Way to 
play an old Game, a Comedy j acted at the Duke^s 
Theatre, and printed, in quarto, in i6$2. Ifabella's 
feeing deceived by the Chimney-fweeper, is borrowed 
from Moliere's Precieu/es Ridicules. X. The Lucky 
Chance, or An Alderman's Bargain, a Comedy ; acted 
by the King's company, and printed, in quart*, in 
16S7. It is dedicated to Hide Earl of Rocheffier. 
This Play was greatly decried by the Critics, The in- 
cident of Gay man* $ enjoying the Lady Fulbanck, and 
taking her for the Devil, is borrowed from Alexander 
Kickjhaw and the Lady Aretina, in Shirley's Lady of 
Pleafure* XL Forced Marriage, or the Jealous Bride- 
groom, a Tragi-comedy ; acted at the Duke's Theatre, 
and printed, in quarto, in 1671. XII. Sir Patient 
Fancy, a Comedy ; acted at the Duke's Theatre, and 
printed, in quarto, in 1678, The character of Sir 
Patient is borrowed from Moliere's Malade Imaginaire \ 
and thofe of Sir Credulous Eafy, and his Groom Curry, 
from Sir Amphilus and Trebafco, in Broome's Darnoi- 
felle. XIII. The Widow Ranter, or the Hijlory of 
Bacon in Virginia, a Tragi-comedy 5 acted by the 
King's company, and printed, in quarto, in 1690. 
It is uncertain from whence Ihe had the Hiltory of 
Bacon ; but the cataftrophe feems founded on the ftory 
of Caffius, who died by the hand of his freed-man. 
This Play was publilhed, after Mrs. Behn's death, by 
one G.J. her friend. XIV. The Feign 1 d Courtezan, 
er A Night's Intrigue, a Comedy ; acted at the Duke's 
Theatre, and printed, in quarto, in 1679. It is dedi- 
cated to the famous Mrs. Ellen Guin, King Charles's 
miftrefs ; and is efteemed one of Mrs. Behn's bell 
Plays. XV. The Emperor of the Moon, a Farce ; 
acted at the Queen's Theatre, and printed, in quarto, 
in 1687. It is dedicated to the Marquis of Worcefler. 
The plot is taken from an Italian piece, tranflated 
into French, under the title of Harlequin Empereur 
dans le monde de la Lune, and acted at Paris above 
eighty nights without intermilflon. XVI. The Amorous 
Prince, or the Curious Hufband, a Comedy ; acted at 
the Duke of York's Theatre, and printed, in quarto, 
in 1671. The plot is borrowed from the Novel of 
the Curious Impertinent, in Don Quixote* XVII. The 
Younger Brother, or the Amorous Jilt, a Comedy ; 
publilhed after her death, by Mr. Gildon. It was 
taken from a true ftory^ of Colonel Henry Martin and 

a certain Lady. Mrs. Behn's Plays, all but the laft, 

were publilhed together in two volumes, 8vo. But the 
laft edition ©f 1724 is in four volumes, i2mo, in- 
cluding the Younger Brother. 

[H] Her Hiftories and Novels.] They are extant 
in two volumes, iimo, London 1735, 8th edition; 
publilhed by Mr. Charles Gildon, and dedicated to 
Simon Scroop, Efq; to which is prefixed The Hijlory 
cf the Life and Memoirs of Mrs. Behn, written by one of 
the Fair Sex. The Hiftories and Novels are as follows : 
I* The Hijlory of Oroonoko, or the Royal Slave. This 
was a true ftory, the incidents of which happened du- 
ring her refidence at Surinam (20). It gave birth to 
Mr. Southerne's celebrated Play of Oroonoko. That 
Gentleman, in the Epiftle Dedicatory of that Play, 
fceaking of his obligation to Mrs. Behn for the fubjeel, 
lays, * She had a great command of the Stage ; and I 

* have often wondered that Ihe would bury her fa- 

* vourite Heroe in a Novel, when Ihe might have re- 

* vived him in the Scene. She thought either that no 

* Actqr could reprefent him, or Ihe could not bear 

* him reprefented ; and I believe the laft, when I re- 

* member what I have heard from a friend of her's, 

* that Ihe always told his ftory more feelingly than Ihe 

* writ it/ II. The Fair Jilt ; or, The Amours of 
Prince Tarquin and Miranda. This is like wife a true 

• ftory ; to a great part of which, Ihe tells us (21), Ihe 
was an eye-witnefs ; and what Ihe did not fee, ftie 
learned from fome of the actors concerned in it, the 
Francifcans of Antwerp, where the fcene is laid. 
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IIL the Nun', or, The Perjured Beauty, a true 
Novel. IV. The Hiftory of Agnes de Caftro. V. The 
Lover's Watch ; or, The Art of making Love. It is 
taken from . M. Bonnecourfe's La Montre, or The 
Watch. It is not properly a Novel. A Lady, under 
the nameof Iris/ being abfent from her lover Damon, 
is fuppofed to fend him a Watch ; on the dial-plate of 
which the whole bufinefs of a lover, during the twenty- 
four hours, is marked out, and pointed to by the dart 
of a Cupid in the middle. Thus, Eight o'clock is 
marked Agreeable Reverie ; Nine o'clock, Defign t& 
pleafe nobody ; Ten o'clock, Reading of Letters, &c. 
To which is added, as from Damon to Iris, A Defcrip- 
tion of The Cafe of the Watch. VI. The Ladies 
Looking-Glafs to drefs themfelves by. Damon is fup- 
pofed to fend Iris a Looking-Glafs, which reprefents to 
her all her charms, viz. her Shape, Complexion, Hair, 
Sec. This likewife, which is not properly p Novel, is 
taken from the French. ,»VII. The Lucky Miftake ; a 
new Novel. VIII. The Court of the King of Bantam, 
IX. The Adventure of the Black Lady. The reader 
will diftinguilh the originals from the tranflations, by 
confulting the 2d and 3d Tomes of Le Recueil des pieces 
gallant es, en profe et en vers. Paris, 1684, 8vo. 

[/] Her Tranjlation of M. Fontenelle's Plu- 
rality of Worlds ; to which is annexed, An Eflay oa 
Tranflation and Tranflated Profe.] This Tranllatioa 
is in general a pretty good one, though there are fome; 
miftakes in it, occafioned by her want of fufficient 
Ikill in Philofophy. In the Effay on Tranjlation, Sec. 
annexed to it, Ihe cenfures M. Fontenelle on feverai 
accounts, and occafionally anfwers fome objections 
made to feverai paflages of Scripture ; as, that of the 
Sun's Handing ftill at the command of Jofhua ; the 
meafure and dimenftons of Solomon's molten-brafs 
Sea, and the time of King Solomon's reign ; as thefe 
paflages relate to Aftronomy, Geometry, and Chro- 
nology. But in handling thefe points, Mrs. Beha 
fhews me is out of her fphere, and engaged in a kind 
of writing, for which nature had not formed her. In 
this EJfay Ihe endeavours likewife to prove, that the 
French is of all languages the moft difficult to be 
tranflated into Englifh. 

[K] The Paraphraje of GEnone's Epiftle to Paris, 
in the Englijh Tranjlation of Ovid's Epiftles, is tier's. J 
In the preface to that work, Mr. Dry den pays her this 
handfome compliment : I was dejtred to fay, that the 
author, who is of the Fair Sex, underftood not Latin z 
But if Jhe does not, I am afraid fhe has given us oc~ 
cafton to be ajhamed who do. The following paflage, 
tranferibed from this Epiftle, will afford the reader a 
proper fpecimen of Mrs. Behn's poetical talent. 

Say, lovely youth, why wou'd'ft thou thus betray 
My eafy faith, and lead my heart aftray ? 
I might fome humble Shepherd's choice have been, 
Had I that tongue ne'er heard, thofe eyes ne'er leen 5 
And in fome homely cot, in low repofe, 
Liv'd undifturb'd with broken vows and oaths ; 
All day by lhaded fprings my flocks have kept, 
And in fome honeft arms at night have flept. 
Then, unupbraided with my wrongs, thou'dll been 
Safe in the joys of the fair Grecian Queen. * 
What Stars do rule the Great ? No fooner you 
Became a Prince, but you were perjur'd too. 
Are crowns and falfehoods then confiftent things f 
And mull they all be faithlefs who are Kings ? 
The Gods be prais'd that I was humble born, 
Ev'n tho' it renders me my Paris' fcorn. 
And I had rather this way wretched prove, 
Than be a Queen, and faithlefs in my love* 
Not my fair rival wou'd I wifh to be, 
To come prophan'd by others joys to thee. 
A fpotlefs maid into thy arms I brought, 
Untouch'd in fame, ev'n innocent in thought : 
Whilll Ihe with love has treated many a gueft, 
And brings thee but the leavings of a feall : 
With Thefeus from her country made efeape, 
Whilll Ihe mifcall'd the willing flight a rape ; 
So now from Atreus' fon with thee is fled ; 
And ftill the rape hides the adulterous deed. 
And is it thus great ladies keep entire 
That virtue they fo boall, and you admire ? 


«* 
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( b) Life, &c. 

ubifupra, p. 40, 


Letters between a Nobleman and his Sifler, Lond. 1684 (g)* Her wit gained her the (z) Langbainc'j 

acquaintance and elteem of the Pcfcts of that time, as Mr. Dryden, Mr. Southerne, v'rZlrfpLn, 

Mr. Charles Cotton, and others : and, at the fame time, the love and addreflcs of feveral 0xf - 1691, p. 

gentlemen; one in particular, with whom fhe correfponded under the name of Ly- * 3 ' 
cydas (h) [L]. Mrs. Behn died, after a long indifpofition, the 16th of April 1689, 
and was buried in the cloifter of Weftminfter- Abbey [A/J» We fhall fay fomething of 
her character, as a writer, below [iVj. 


Ovid's E- 
pifllet, &c. Lord. 

17 36, I2IH0, p. 

84, 85. 


(23) Ubifupra, 
p. 54, &C 


(24) lb, p. 69, 
70. 


(||) Pref. to Sir 
tatient Fancy. 
(•) Mr. Dryden. 

ft) Pref. to the 

Muk Afirologer, 


Is this a trick of Courts ? Can ravilhment 
Serve for a poor evafion of confent ? 
Hard Ihift to fave that honour priz'd fo high, 
Whilft the mean fraud's the greater infamy 1 
How much more happy are we rural maids, 
Who know no other palaces than fhades ; 
Who want no titles to enflave the croud, 
Left they Ihould babble all our crimes aloud ; 
No arts our good to fhew, our ills to hide ; 
Nor know to cover faults of love with pride (22) ! 

[Z,] — One in particular, with whom Jhe corre- 
fponded under the name of Lycidas.] Eight of her 
love-letters to that Gentleman are printed in the Life 
and Memoirs, Sec. prefixed to her Hiftories and Novels 
(23). They are full of the mod paflionate expreflions 
of love for her dear Lycidas, who, at the time of her 
writing thefe letters, feems to have loft much of the 
paflion he once had for her, and to have returned her 
love with great coldnefs and indifference* * I may 

* chance, fays Jhe, in her laft letter (24), from the 

< natural inconftancy of my lex, to be as falfe as you 

* would wifli, and leave you in quiet : For as I am 
€ fatisfied I love in vain, and without return, I am fa- 
« tisfied that nothing, but the thing that hates me, 
« could treat me as Lycidas does ; and 'tis only the 

* vanity of being beloved by me can make you coun- 

* tenance a foftnefs fo difpleafing to you. How could 

* any thing, but the man that hates me, entertain me 
« fo unkindly ? Witnefs your palling by the end of the 

* ltreet where I live, and fquandering away your time 

* at any coffee-houfe, rather than allow me, what you 

* know in your foul is the greater! blefling of my life* 
€ your dear, dull, melancholy company ; I call it dull, 

* becaufe youTcan never be gay or merry where Aftraea 

* is. How could this indifference poflefs you, when 
€ your malicious foul knew I was languifhing for you ? 
' I died, I fainted, I panted for an hour of what you 

* lavifhed out, regardlefs of me, and without fo much 

* as thinking on me 1' 

[M] She was buried in Wejlminfler-Abhcy . ] Her 
grave is covered with a plain black marble ftone, on 
which is the following infeription : 

Mrs. Apharra Behn died Aprill the 16, 1689. 

Here lies a proof that wit can never be 
Defence enough againft mortality. 
Great Poetefs, O thy ftupendous lays 
The world admires, and the Mufes praife. 

Revived by Thomas Waine in refped to fo bright a 
genius. 

No perfon of the leaft tafte or judgment can poflibly 
believe what was malicioufly fuggefted by the envious 
of her own fex, that the author of this epitaph was, 
in reality, the author of moil of thofe pieces which go 
under Mrs. Behn's name. 

[N] Her character.] Mr. Langbaine, her contempo- 
rary, thinks 1 her memory will be long frefh among 
« all lovers of dramatic poetry, as having been fuf- 

< ficiently eminent, not only for her theatrical per- 

* formances, but feveral other pieces both in profe and 

* verfe, which gained her an efteem among the wits, 
' almoil equal to that of the incomparable Orinda, 

* Mrs. Catherine Philips. Moft of her Comedies, 

c continues he, have had the good fortune to pleafe : 

< an d though it muft be confeft that flic has borrowed 

* very much, not only from her own countrymen, but 

< Hkewife from the French Poets, yet it may be faid in 

* her behalf, that fhe has often been forced to it thro' 
■ hafte ; and has borrowed from others ftores, rather 
' of choice than for want of a fund of wit of her 
1 own, it having been formerly her unhappinefs to be 

* neceffitated to write for bread, as Ihe herfelf has 

* publifhed to the world (||). 'Tis alfo her commen- 
« dation, that whatever fhe borrows (he improves for 

* the better; a plea which our late Laureat (*) has 
« not been afhamed to make ufe of (f). If to this 
« her fex may plead in her behalf, I doubt not but 

Vol. II, 


€ fhe will be allowed equal with feveral of our Poets 
c her contemporaries (25).' There are feveral enco- Langbaire, 
miums on Mrs. Behn prefixed to her Lover s Watch. uh\ fitprtj p. 17, 
Among the relt Mr. Charles Cotton, author of Virgil lS » 
Travefty, Sec, compliments her in the following lines. 

Somehands write fome things well, areelfewhere lame ; 
But on all themes your power is the fame. 
Of bufkin and of fock you know the pace, 
And tread in both with equal (kill and grace. 
But, when you write of love, Aftra:a, then 
Love dips his arrows where you wet your pen. 
Such charming lines did never paper grace, 
Soft as your fex, and fmooth as beauty's face. 


But why fhould you, who can fo well create, 
So ftoop, as but pretend you do tranflate ? 
Cou*d you, whp have fuch a luxurious vein, 
As nought but your own judgment cou'd reftraia. 
Who are yourfelf of poefy the foul ------- 

Defcend fo low - - - - - 

To make an author, that before was none ? 
Yet we can trace you there, in ev'ry line ; 
The texture's good, but fome threads are too fine : 
We fee where you let in your filver fprings, 
And know the plumes, with which you imp his 
wings (26). 

It feems this gentleman thought it too great aconde- 
fcenfion in Mrs. Behn to meddle with translation. Mr. 
Charles Gildon, who was intimately acquainted with 
our Poetefs, fpeaks of her with the higheft encomiums; 

* Poetry, fays he (27), the fupreme pleafure of the 
? mind, is begot, and born in pleafure, but opprefled 

* and killed with pain. This reflection ought to raife 
£ our admiration of Mrs. Behn, whofe genius was of 

* that force, like Homer's, to maintain its gaiety in 

* the midft of difappointments, which a woman of 
€ her fenfe and merit ought never to have met with* 
' But flie had a great ftrength of mind and command 

* of thought, being able to write in the midft of 
f company, and yet have her fhare of the conver- 
' fation, which I faw her do in writing Oroonoko> and 

* other parts of the following volumes ; in every part 

* of which, Sir, you'll find an eafy ftile, and a pecu- 

* liar happinefs of thinking. The paflions, that of 

* Love especially, fhe was miftrefs of ; and gave us 
f fuch nice and tender touches of them, that, without 

* her name, we might difcover the author, as Proto- 
f genes did Apelles by the ftroke of his pencil.* To 
this character of Mrs. Behn may very properly be added 
that given of her by the authorefs of her Life and Me- 
moirs (28), in thefe words: s She was of a generous 
' and open temper, fomething paflionate, very fervice- 

* able to her friends in all that was in her power, and 
1 could fooner forgive an injury than do one. She 

* had wit, honour, good humour, and judgment* 

* She was miftrefs of all the pleafmg arts of conver- 

* fation, but ufed them not to any but thofe who love 

* plain dealing. She was a woman of fenfe, and by 
' confequence a lover of pleafure — For my part I 
1 I knew her intimately, and never faw aught unbe- 

* coming the juft modefty of our fex, though more 
' gay and free than the folly of the precife will al- 

« low.' This refpects only her moral character, 

and may be ftriclly true. But how far fhe may deferve 
the high encomiums beftowed on her as a writer, and 
what abatements it may be necefTary to make in fettling 
her true merit, the reader of her works will eafily 
judge. Her Novels, Oroonoko excepted, are chiefly 
tranflations : Her Poetry is none of the beft ; and her 
Comedies, though not without wit and humour, are full 
of the moft indecent fcenes and expremons. B. 

%* [Mrs. Behn's reflection at the end of note [-/J, 
on King Charles the Second's parting fo eafily with 
Surinam to the Dutch is not founded on political fa- 
gacity. The exchange of Surinam for New York 
was one of the wifeft a£ls of that Monarch's reign. 

P p Perhaps 


(26) La Montr l , 
or, The Lovers 
Watch, Lond. 
l686j izmo. 


(zf) EftJtU De* 
dicutory. Sec* of 
her Hijlories and 
Novels, p. X, xu 


(28) Ubifupr* 
p. 72. 
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(29) The Ob- 
servation of an 
ingenious Cor- 
refpondent. 


(30) Ditto. 


(31) VoUii. 
7,144. 


(32) 01dys*» 
Manuscripts. 


Perhaps the latter country could not afford fuch ro- 
mantic fcenes as the former : but it was neceffary for 
connecting the Britiih Empire in America; an objeft 
undoubtedly of great moment (29). 

As to Mrs. Behn's being employed by Charles the 
Second in Flanders, during the Dutch war, me was, 
in plain Englifh, no other than a Spy; was probably 
paid as fuch ; and, if lhe had been difcovered, was 
liable to be hanged, according to the eflablifhed prac- 
tice of all civilized flates (30). 

In Mr. Oldys's manufcripts, mention is made of a 
report, that there was an amorous connection between 
her and Mr. Hoyle, a lawyer of Gray's Inn, who was 
alfo fufpedled by fome of having a /filled her in her 
writings : but whether this gentleman was the Lycidas 
of whom fhe fpeaks with fo much ardour, in her let- 
ters, is uncertain. 

« As to her charaaer,' fays Mr. Oldys, (whether 
in his own words, or in thofe of any other author, we 
do not recollect) * it is allowed that lhe was of a ca- 

* pacity above mod of her fex who have obliged the 
*. public. She had a ready command of pertinent ex- 

* preffions, and was of a fancy pregnant and fluent : 

* whence it is that lhe wrote with a facility, fpirit, 

* and warmth, efpecially in amorous fubje&s, fupe- 

* rior to every other Poetefs of the Age, and many 

* of the Poets too : fo that none among us may, per- 

* haps, more juftly be called the English Sappho; 

* equalling her either for defcription, or perhaps ex- 
■ perience, in the flames of love ; and excelling in 

* her perfonal temptation to it ; being a graceful 

* comely woman, with brown hair, and a piercing eye, 

* as one picture reprefents her; whether the fame 

* painted by Mr. Riley I am not pofitive. lam 

* told, moreover, by one who knew her, that fhe had 

* a happy vein in determining any difputes or contro- 

* verfies that might arife in company ; having fuch 
€ agreeable repartees at hand upon all occaflons, and 

* fo much difcretion in the timing of them, that fhe 

* played them off like winning cards.' 

We learn, alfo, from Mr. Oldys, that Mrs. Behn 
was between forty and fifty years of age at the time 
of htr death, and that it was haftened by an injudi- 
cious phyfician. This laft circumflance is taken no- 
tice of in the General Dictionary (31). 

Beiides her other works, fhe is faid to have tranf- 
lated, from the Latin, the laft book of Mr. Cowley's 
Poem on Plants. In this tranflation, >vhen fhe comes 
to Daphne, who was turned into the Bay- tree, fhe 
makes the following infertion of her own : 

* I, by a double right, thy bounties claim, 

* Both from my fex, and in Apollo's name. 

* Let me with Sappho and Orinda be, 

* Oh ever facred nymph, adorned by thee, 

* And give my verfes immortality (32). 

The writer of the astkle Behn, in the General Dic- 
tionary, enters largely into her poetical character, and 
recites many tefti monies of applaufe, which have been 
bellowed upon her in this refpect. Moll of his teili- 
monies, however, are either from authors whofe judg 
ment is of little weight, or elfe are the encomiums 
of thofe who might be led to fome undue praifes of 
her, from perfonal acquaintance and friendlhip. The 
biographer himfelf, after all, though he allows her 


1 


to have been a genius, will not grant that fhe was of 
the firll or perhaps fecond rate (33) ; and we have feen 
that our learned predeceflbr (34) has declared her 
poetry to be none of the befl. If the Writer of this 
note may be permitted to give his opinion on a fub- 
ject which has not excited much of his attention, it is, 
that Mrs. Behn had great natural talents for poetry. 
My opinion is grounded on the only poetical piece of 
her's which I remember to have read, and that is, A 
Voyage to the IJland of Love. Having met with this, 
in a collection of poems, by the m oft celebrated Eng- 
lifh Ladies, publifhed, a few years ago, in two vo- 
lumes i2mo, I was flruck with the marks of genius, 
invention, and fire, with which, amidfl many inac- 
curacies and worfe faults, it undoubtedly abounds ; 
and could not help afligning her a high rank among 
the female poets of Great Britain. But having fince 
learned, from Langbaine, Oldys, and the General 
Dictionary, that the Voyage to the Ifland of Love was 
taken from a French Author, I cannot tell what part 
of the praifes it is intitled to, are feparately due to 
Mrs. Behn. The wit of her Comedies feems to be 
generally acknowledged, and it is equally acknow- 
ledged, that they are very indecent ; on which ac- 
count I have not thought myfelf under any obligation 
to perufe them. It would have been an unworthy em- 
ployment, nicely to eflimate a wit, which, having 
been applied to the purpofes of impiety and vice, 
ought not only to be held in the utmoft deteflation, 
but configned, if poffible, to eternal oblivion. It 
is fome confolation to reflect, that Mrs. Behn's works 
are now little regarded, her Novels excepted, which, 
we fuppofe, have flill many readers among that un- 
happily too numerous a clafs of people who devour 
the trafh of the circulating libraries. Mr. Pope's lines, 
relative to her dramatic writings, are well known : 

* The flage how loofely does A lire a tread, 

* Who fairly puts all characters to bed/ 

A Gentleman, to whom we are under peculiar obll. 
gations, referring to thefe lines, obferves that they 
contain a fevere, but true, cenfure of our Poetefs, 
who, he thinks, fcarcely deferved a nook in the Bio- 
graphia Britannica. 1 To place her,' fays he, * a- 
1 mong wits and heroes, is like burying General 

■ F and General H in Weflminiter Ab- 

c bey/ But it may be anfwered, that Mrs. Behn's 
genius, adventures, and writings, gave her, whether 
juftly or unjuflly, fuch a celebrity in her time, that 
fhe could not be omitted in a work of this kind. 
Strictly virtuous characters we fhall always treat of 
with Angular pleafure, and fhall feledt them as our 
favourite articles. But other perfons mull be recorded, 
whofe abilities, productions, and actions rendered them 
famous in their day, though they were very deficient 
in moral qualities. Nor can the Biographia be con- 
fined, in the rigid fenfe of the terms, to wits and 
heroes : for, in that cafe, what would become of 
many found Divines, induflrious Philofophers, faga- 
cious Critics, faithful Hillorians, learned Antiquaries, 
and judicious Lawyers? It may be added, that Mrs. 
Behn was undoubtedly a Wit, though, to her indelible 
difgrace, her talents were proilituted to licentious 
purpofes.] k. 


General 
Dift. Vol, iii 
p. 147. 

(34) Vid. note 
IN}. 


BEK, or BEC, or BEAK (Anthony) Bifhop of Durham in the reigns of 
Edward L and II., was advanced, with the King's confent, from the archdeaconry of 
Durham to the bilhopric, in the room of Robert de Infula (a). Of the extraction and M Rob.dd 
education of this Prelate I find no account. He was ele&ed by the Monks on the'ninth HiftofoJneim 
of July 1283, and confecrated, in the prefence of the King and feveral of the Nobles, by ^JWrno"' 
William Wicwane, Archbifhop of York, on the ninth of January following (b). At the £ n f Ha Slcra ' 
time of his confecration, the Archbilhop, having had a difpute, during the vacancy of fl)Sffth 
the See, with the Chapter of Durham, obliged the Prior to go out of the Church ; and 
the next day enjoined the new Bifhop, upon his canonical obedience, to excommunicate 
the Superior and feveral of the Monks : but Bek refufed to obey the Archbifliop, faying, 
(c)ibu 0 746 ' 1 was y efterda Y confecrated their Bifliop, and (hall I excommunicate them to-day ? no 
< obedience (hall force me to this (c)/ He was enthroned on Chriftmas eve 1285 > upon 
which occafion.a difpute arifing between the Prior and the Official of York about the rite 
of performing that ceremony, the decifion of it was deferred 5 and in the mean time Bek 
was installed by his brother Thomas Bek Bifhop of St. David's (d). This Prelate had a ajmj P 747 . 
long difpute with the Monks of Durham ; which proved very detrimental to the revenues 

and 
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(f) H. Knygh- 
ton, de Eventi- 
bu c Angliac, l.iii. 
spudX Scriptor. 
col. 2500. 

(h) Godwin de 
Praeful. Angl. 
inter Epifc. Du- 


and privileges of the See [^]* He is faid to have been the richeft Rifliop (if we except 
Wolfey ) that had ever held the See of Durham : for, befides the revenues of his biftiopric, 
he had a temporal eftate of five thoufand marks per annum ; part of which, we are told, 
he gained by unjuftly converting to his own ufe an eftate, which he held in truft for the 
natural fon of the Baron of Velcey [B]. He procured the tranflation of the body of 
St. William, formerly Archbifhop of York, and was at the whole expence of the ceremony, 
which was folemnly performed in the church of York (e). He a Rifted King Edward J. f*; Tho.stubbsj 
in his war againft John Baliol, King of Scotland, and brought into the field a large bbdy 
of forces [CJ. In the year 1294, he was fent EmbafTador from King Edward to the 
Emperor of Germany, to conclude a treaty with that Prince, againft the increafing power 
of France (f). In 1295, the Pope having fent two Cardinals on an embaffy to the 
Englifti Court, this Prelate was pitched upon to anfwer them in the King's name [D]. 
He had the title of Patriarch of Jerufalem conferred on him by the Pope in 1305 (g) ; ( g ) r. deCray- 
and about the fame time received from the King a grant of the principality of the Iiland « bi f u ? r *> 
of Man (b). An ad pafTed in this Bifhop's time, in the Parliament of Carlifle, Anno ' * * 
1307, to prevent the Bifhop of Durham or his officers, from cutting down the woods 

belonging 


(1) Godwin, de 
Prael'ul. Angl. 
inter E pi fc. Du» 
nelm. an. 12S3. 


(*) Fer R. de 
G ray ftanes, 
Wharton, Anglia 
Sacra, P. U 


(2) Britannia, 
publijhed by Bi- 
jhop Gib fon, I aft 
edit. Vol. ii. col. 
933> 934* 


(3) Ibid. col.913. 


A£t. Pontiff. 
Ebor. afttdX» 
Scriptores, col. 
1727* 


[A] He had a long difpute with the Monks of Dur- 
ham, which proved very detrimental to the revenues and 
privileges of the Sec.] Having complained to the Pope, 
that the Prior of his Church was a very ignorant and 
unfkilful perfon, and in all refpefts unqualified for the 1 
government of fo confiderable a convent, he obtained 
of his Holinefs the fole management of its revenues 
and jurifdiftion ; and accordingly fent down certain of 
his officers to Durham to execute his orders. But the 
Monks refufed to admit them, and appealed to the 
Pope ; whereupon theBifhop's officers excommunicated 
the Prior and all the Monks. Thefe proceedings fo 
difpleafed the King, that he laid a fevere fine on the 
officers, and ordered the Bifhop himfelf to appear in 
his courts, and anfwer for what he had done. But 
Bek, without regarding the King's fummons, or afk- 
ing his leave, fet out for Rome ; which fo incenfed the 
King, that he confifcated the revenues of his bifhop- 
ric, and turned out the Chancellor, Judiciaries, and 
other public officers of the principality of Durham. 
He wrote, like wife, to the Pope in favour of the Prior, 
who prefented the letter with his own hand ; and his 
Holinefs having examined him, and found the Bifhop's 
complaint again it him to be groundlefs, reitored him 
to his office ; but he died before he could return into 
England. As to Bek, the King's refentment againft 
him did not flop here ; for he feized on feveral caftles, 
which, by the condemnation of Baliol, King of Scots, 
and others, had devolved to the Bifhops of Durham, as 
Counts Palatine ; among which were Werkham in Te- 
viotdale, Perth, and the Church of Simonburne ; nor 
were they recovered to the Church of Durham till the 
time of his next fucceflbr but one, Lewis Beaumont ( 1 ) . 
This affair will receive farther light from Mr. Camden, 
who, reciting the privileges of the Bilhopric of Dur- 
ham, fays as follows : ' The Bifhops have alfo had 

< their royalties, fo that the goods of outlaws were 

* forfeited to them, and not to the King ; nay, the 
« common people, infixing upon privilege, have re- 

* fufed to go to the wars in Scotland under the King. 

* For they pleaded (thefe are the words of the hiftory 

* of Durham *) that they were hali-werke folks, i. e. 

* regijlered or enrolled for holy work ; that they held 
c their lands to defend the body of St. Cuthbert, and that 

< they ought not to march out of the confines of their 

* bifhop rick, namely beyond the Tine and Tees, either 

< f or the King, or for the Bijhop. But Edward the fir ft 

* abridged them of thefe liberties. For (he voluntarily) 

< interpofing himfelf as a mediator between Anthony 

* Bee Bifhop, and the Prior, who had then a fharp 
1 conteft about certain lands, and at laft would not 

* Hand to his determination, /^/z^/ (as my author fays) 

* the liberty of the Bijhop rick into his own hands ; and 

* then were many things fcarched into, a?td their privi- 
c i e(res abridged in many particulars. However, the 
« church recovered its rights afterwards (2).' Bifhop 
Bek extricated himfelf at length out of this trouble- 
fome affair, and was entirely reftored to the King's 
favour. 

[ B] He converted to his own ufe an efate, which he 
held in truft for the natural fon of the Baron of Vef 
cey.] Camden informs us (3), that William de Vef- 
cey, whofe lawful fon John died in the Welfh wars, 
gave fome of his lands in Ireland to King Edward, on 
condition that his natural fon William de Kildare, 
might inherit Jus eftate ; and made Anthony Bek, Bi- 


fhop of Durham, his feoffee Irl truft for the ufe of his 
fon ; who did not acquit himfelf very fairly in that 
part of his charge relating to Alnwick (in Northumber- 
land), Eltham in Kent, and fome other eftates, which 
he converted to his own ufe. The fame Antiquarian 
tells us (4), the Bifhop gave the caftle of Eltham, which 
belonged to the Vefcies, to Queen Eleanor ; and elfe- 
where (5), that the faid Bifhop, bafely betraying his 
truft, alienated the inheritance (of Alnwick-caftle) fell^ 
ing it for a prefent fum of money to William Percy ; 
fince which time it has always been in the pofTeffion of 
the Percies. 

[C] He brought into the field a large body of forced] 
Knyghton informs us (6)1 that fome Engliih merchants 
having been plundered and murdered in the port of 
Berwick by the Scots, King Edward fummoned the 
King of Scots to appear before him at Newcaftle upon 
Tyne, to anfwer for this and other outrages committed 
by his fubjefts. But Baliol flighting the fummons, 
Edward marched againft him with four thoufand horfe 
and thirty thoufand foot ; and was joined by the Bifhop 
of Durham at the head of five hundred horfe and a 
thoufand foot, confifting chiefly of Welfh and Irifh. 
Robert de Grayftanes tells us (7), the Bifhop had of 
his own family twenty-fix ftandard-bearers ; and adds, 
that he looked more like a Lay-Prince than a 1 rieft 
or a Bifhop ; it a ut mag is crcderetur Princcps Laic us 
quam Sacerdos aut Epijcopus. Let us hear Leland ; 
4 King Edward, fays that Antiquarian (8 , wan the 

* bat el in F aw kirk yn Scotland^ apon S. Maria Magda- 

* Una day in the yere of our Lorde 1 295, where IVyl- 
' liam Waleys, their Capitayne ran away. Anthony 

* de Bek, Bijhop of Durefme, had this bat ail fuch a reti- 
f new, that in his cumpany were thirty-two baners. 7 

[D] This Prelate was pitched upon to anfwer the 
Pope's Legates in the King's name.] The defign of 
the embaffy was to reconcile the differences, and 
eftablifh peace between the Kings of England and 
France. The two Legates (Beraldus, Bifhop of Alba, 
and Simon, Bifhop of Pramefte) having declared, in the 
King's prefence, the fubjeft of their embaffy, the Bifhop 
of Durham rofe up, and anfwered them in the French 
language. He told them, * that though every Chriftian 

* and good Catholic ought to wifh for peace, on ac- 

* count of the bleffings which attend it, and the ex- 

* treme mifchiefs confequent on war and difcord ; yet 

* that this, consideration ought not to induce any Prince 

* to break his word or promife ; that his Highnefs had 

* concluded a treaty with the Emperor of Germany, by 

* which he was obliged not to make peace without that 

* Prince's confent ' The Cardinals hereupon requeft- 
ing, that the King would difpatch meffengers to the 
Emperor upon this fubjeft, and in the mean time grant 
a truce, during which negociations might be carried 
on for bringing about a peace, the next day was ap- 
pointed for returning a farther anfwer ; which being 
come, and the Council affembled, the Bifhop of Dur- 
ham again fpoke in French to the following effect : 

* That the King, out of reverence to the Holy See, 
6 and in confideration of the high ftation and quality 
< of the Legates, freely granted their requeft of fend- 
*" ing embaffadors to the Emperor ; that, it being no- 
€ torious to all the world, that the forces of the King 
c of France were ready to aft againft his Highnefs both 

* by fea and land, it would not be fafe for him to di,f- 

* arm himfelf till the enemy did like ; that when 

' he 
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B E K. 

belonging to the bifhopric (i). This Prelate expended large funis in building. He 
fortified the Bifhop's feat at Aukland, and turned it into a caftle [E]. He built, or 
enlarged, the caftles of Bernard in the bifhopric of Durham; of Alnwick in Northum- 
berland (k) ; of Gainford in the bifhopric of Durham; of Somerton in Lincolnfhire, 
which he gave to King Edward L 5 and of Eltham in Kent, which he gave to Queen 
Eleanor (/). He founded the priory of Alvingham in Lincolnfhire, the revenue of 
which, at the diflulution, was valued at 141 /. 15s. per Annum. He founded, likewife, a 
collegiate church, with a Dean and feven Prebendaries, at Cbefter upon the Street^ in the 
bifhopric of Durham (*). This Bifhop gave to the church of Durham two pi&ures, 
containing the hiftory of our Saviour's nativity, to be hung as an ornament over the great 
altar on the feftival of Chriftmas (m). He died at Eltham the third of March 1310, 
having fat twenty-eight years, and was buried in the church of Durham near the eaft 
front, contrary to the cuftom of his predeceflbrs, who, out of refpeft to the body of 
St. Cuthbert, were never laid within the church («). Bifhop Bek was of a martial difpo- 
fition, magnificent and expenfive, extremely a&ive, and remarkably chafte [F\. 

I find another ANTHONY BEK or B E E K, who was Bifhop of Norwich 
in the reign of Edward III., being advanced to that See by the Pope's collation in 13^7. 
This Prelate had borne fome office in the Court of Rome, and is remarkable chiefly for 
the oppofition he made to Archbilhop Winchelfea, when intending to vifit the diocefe and 
Chapter of Norwich, and for the manner of his death, which was by poifon given him by 
one of his own domeftics (0). 

I find likewife two THOMAS BEKS ; the one promoted to the See of Lincoln 
in the reign of Edward II., Ann. 13 19; who iat fo lhort a time, that he is feldom 


(n) Id. Ibid. p. 
754. 


f he was afiured the King of France had fufpended his 

* military preparations, his Highnefs would do fo too ; 

* but not before (9). The event of this bufinefs not 
being material to the hiftory of Bifhop Bek, I fhall 
fay no more of it. The probable reafon of his being 
chofen to deliver the King's mind upon this occafion 
may be, either his fupcrior talent of fpeaking, or his 
knowledge of the French language, or perhaps both. 

[E] He turned the Bifhop's feat at Aukland into a 
cajtle.] Bifhop Godwin adds (10), that he built there- 
in a very fpacious hall, fupported with pillars of black 
marble fpotted with white; a large parlour, with 
other adjacent buildings ; and a very fine chapel, in 
which he placed a Dean and Prebendaries, afligning 
for their habitation a large court, or quadrangle fur- 
rounded with buildings, on the Weil fide of the caftle. 
*/Edes Auklandenfes confer tit in caff rum, ubi aulam con- 

Jiruxit magna amplitudinis, quam columnis ornavit ex 
nigra marmore maculis candentibus variegato ; et con- 
clave fat is amplum, cum aliis tedifciis vicinis ; ncc non 
capellam pulcherrimam, in qua Decanum collocavit et 
Prebendarios, area quadrat a ( adificiis a fe porro con- 

flruclis circundata ) pro habit aculo its afjignata, in Occi- 
dent ali parte ejufdem cajlri. 

[F] He <was of a martial difpofition, magnificent and 
expenfive, extremely aelive, and remarkably chajie.] 
Robert de Grayftanes fh^ll fill up the outlines of this 
character. That hiflorian tells us, Bifhop Bek was 
courageous, and, next to the King, the bell fkilled of 
any one in military affairs ; and more converfant in 
matters of Mate, than in the duties of his function. 
But though he was fond of a retinue of foldiers about 
him, he affected a feeming indifference towards them ; 
and fhe wed no concern that the greateft nobles bent 
the knee to him, and officers of the army waited upon 
him Handing, whilft hehimfelf fat. He thought no- 
thing too dear, which might ferve to augment his 
grandeur. As an inflance of which, my author tells 
us, he once paid at London forty millings for forty 
frefh herrings, which were thought too dear by the reft 
of the nobility then afTembled in Parliament. Another 
time, he bought a parcel of very dear cloth, of which 
he made houfings for his horfes, for no other reafon, 
but becaufe fomebody had faid, he did not believe 
Bifhop Anthony would venture to buy it. He was fo 
impatient of reft, that he never took more than one 
fleep, faying, it was unbecoming a man to turn from 
one fide to the other in bed. He was perpetually either 
riding from one manor to another, or hunting, or 
hawking. Though his expences were very great, he 
never wanted money. He always rofe from his meals 
with an appetite; and his continence was fo great, 
that he never looked a woman full in the free : 
Whence, in the tranflation of St. William of York, 
when the other Bilhops declined touching the Saint's 
bones, through a confeioufnefs of having forfeited 
their virginity, he alone boldly handled them, and af- 
filled at the ceremony with due reverence. Era; autem 


ifle Antonius magnanimus\ pofl regem nulli in regno in 
apparatu, geflu, et potent i a militari fecu?idus ; magis 
circa negotia regni quam circa epifcopalia occupatus, 

Et quamvis gauderet militum conjiipari ag- 

mine 3 erga tamen eos Jic fe habuit, quafi eos non cu- 
raffet : Comites et Bar ones regni majores fibi genu- 
fie tier e> et eo fedente milites quafi fervientes diutijfime 
coram eo aflare parvipendens. Nil ei carum erat, 
quod ejus gloriam magnificare poffet. Pro XL halecibus 
r e cent i bus XL folidos Londonia: femel folvit ; aliis mag- 
natibus tunc in Parliamento ibi conftjlentibus pro nimia 
cariflia emere non curantibus, P annum maximi pretii 
comparavit ; et ex eo co-operturas palefridis fuis fecit ; 
eo quod quidam dixit fe credere quod Epifcopus Antonius 
id emere non audebat. £>uietis imp at i ens <vix - ultra 
unum fomnum in leclo expeclans, dixit ilium non effe ho- 
minem f qui in leclo de latere in latus fe verteret. In 
nulla loco manfurus, continue circuibat de manerio in 
manerium, de Auflro in Bore am ; et e quo rum, canum et 
avium feel at or. Et ctun effet fumptuofus in multis, nun- 
quam tamen egens erat ; fed ufque ad mortem omnia ei 
abundabant. Ad fatietatem vix comedit ; caflifpme 
<vixit, vix mulierum faciem fixis oculis afpiciens. Unds 
in tranjlatione S. Wdlielmi Eboracenfs, cum alii Epif- 
copi offa ejus timerent tangere, remordente eos confeientia 
de virginitate amiffa y ifle audacler manus impofuit ; 
et quod negotium popofcerat reverent er egit (1 1). B. 

*** [Bifhop Tanner mentions a number of Anthony 
Bek's preferments ; but there is a confufion in the 
account of them which we ihould not have expected 
in that learned writer : and two of them are evidently 
irreconcileable with Chronology, being placed feveral 
years after Bek's death. The fubject is fo trifling, 
and Anthony Bek hath, comparatively, fo fmall a 
title to a place in this work, that we lhall not enter 
into a farther difcuffion of the matter. Though it is 
faid, in the text, that our Bifhop of Durham died in 
1310, we think that Godwin, Wharton, and Tanner 
place it with greater propriety in 131 1 (12). The 
fame time, indeed, is intended ; but it ought to be 
remembered, that our earlier Writers ufually reckon 
the beginning of the year from the birth or circum- 
cifion of our Saviour, and not from the annunci- 
ation (13). By the way, Dr. Richardfon, in a note, 
correds Godwin, as guilty of a miftake, and refers to 
a Privy Seal in Rymer's Foedera, for feizing our Pre- 
late's Temporalties into the hands of the King, as a 
proof that Bek's death fhould be dated in 13 10. It 
happens that the authority of the Fcedera is diredly 
on the other fide (14). Lcland fpeaks of Anthony 
Bek's writings : No traces of them, however, we be- 
lieve, are now to be found (15). Robert de, Gray- 
ftanes account of him is not a bad picture of the ec- 
clefiaftical pomp of the times, or rather of a pomp 
fomewhat beyond the epifcopal fpirit even of that age 
ufelf, Bifhop Bek having been uncommonly rich.] K. 
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reckoned among the Prelates of that See, Bifhop Godwin thinks, he was the fame 
Thomas Bek, Archdeacon of Dorchefter, who, in 1278, was appointed High-Treafurer 
of England, and that he was toother to Anthony Bek Bifhop ot Durham (p). But the 
laft is probably a miftake : for it appears by the prcfent article (q) y that that Prelate's 
brother was Bilhop of 67. David's. This latter (Thomas Bek) was confecrated in 1280, 
and founded two colleges, one at Aberguilly, and another at Landewy-brevy (r). In l V G ^ wi 
1286, a large fubfidy was granted to this Bifhop, to be levied on the whole dioceie, for the iturmter tpifc. 
tranfafting of certain affairs relating to the clergy with Giffard the dope's Nuncio in Eng- Mcncvenf - an ' 
land (j). 

BEKINSAU (John), author of a book intitled De Supremo et Abfoluto Regis 
Imperio [A] r was born at Broadchalke in Wiltfhire [B\. He had his education in 
grammar learning at Wykeham's fchool near Winchefter: from whence he was fent very 
early to New-college in Oxford ; where, having ferved two years of probation, he was 
admitted Perpetual Fellow in the year 1520. In 1526 he took the degree of Matter of 
Arts, being that year (as one of the Univerfity R eg i tiers informs us) about to take a journey 
beyond the feas for the fake of Jiudy [C]. In his college he diftinguifhed himfelf by his 
extraordinary fkill in the Greek language. In 1,538 he refigned his fellowfhip, and married. 
What preferment or employment he had afterwards is uncertain. He was familiarly 
acquainted with, and highly efteemed by, the mod learned men of the nation, particu- 
larly the famous Antiquary and Hiftorian John Leland, who has bellowed an Encomium 
on him f Dj. He was in good efteem with King Henry VIII. and King Edward VI. 
When Queen Mary came to the crown, and endeavoured to deftroy all that her father and 
brother had done towards the Reformation of the Church, Bekinfau wheeled about with 
the times, and became a zealous Roman Catholic. After Queen Elizabeth's acceffion, 
when Proteftantifm again took place, he retired to an obfeure village in Hampfhire, called 
Sherbourne; where he fpent the remainder of his life in great difcontent, and was buried 
in the church of that place, the twentieth of December 1559, aged about fixty-three 
years \t. zing behind him this character among the Roman Catholics, that, as he was 
a learned man y fo might he have been promoted according to his deferts, if he had been confiant 
to his principles {a). 


He was the author of a book intitled, De Su- 
premo et Abfoluto Regis Imperio.]. This piece is a 
defence of the King's Supremacy againft the claims of 
the Church of Rome, and is dedicated by the author 
to King Henry VIII. He did not venture to publifh 
it, till he faw that the Pope's power was wholly ex- 
terminated in England. It was printed at London in 
1546, in oclavo, and afterwards in the hrft volume of 
Monarchia Roman i Imperii, &c. by Melchior Goldaft 
Hamensfeldius, at Franckfort i6z i, in folio (i). 

[2? J He was born at Broadchalke in Wiltjhire.] 
His father, John Bekinfau, defcended of an antient 
and genteel family, was a native of Bekinfau in Lan- 
cashire, but reilded chiefly in Hampfhire (2). How 
our author came to be born in Wiltfhire we are not 
told. 

[C] He intended to travel for the fake of Jludy.] It 
is not certain, from the univerfity regiiter, whether 
our author ever put his intention of travelling in exe- 
cution. But Anthony Wood informs us (3), he found 
it entered upon record (4), that John Beconfaw, fe- 
cond fon of John Beconfaw, of Hartley -Wefpell, in 
Hatnpjhire (born at Beconfaw in Lancajhire), was 


reader of the Grftk leelure at Paris, and afterwards 
came over, and died at Sherbourne in Hampfhire. 

[D] Leland beftowed an Encomium on him.] It is 
contained in the following verfes (5). 

Ad Libellum, de Jo. Beckenfano. 

Tu quum prodieris pictus fuligine preli 

In lucem, doclos extulerifque viros ; 
Beckenfanus erit tibi vel tutela politus, 

Artes qui didicit, perdocuitque bonas ; 
Qua celer ancipiti decurfu profluit amnis 

Ifis, dicta eft urbs Ifidis unde vadum ; 
Et qua Parhifios collambit Sequana fiumen 

Valle vagus media, nobilis urbis honor, 
Te decet excultum multa impertire falute 

Ilium, nam ftudiis annuit atque favet : 
Utpote qui certet praeftantes farther artes 

Splendorem ad folitum jam revocare ilium. 
Lectio multa quidem, linguarum et gratia felix, 

Ulius hie caufam promovet, auget, agit. 
Officio quare ne defis, chare libelle, 

Candoris niveo et munere clarus eris. 

E. 


(5) Princip. ac 
illuftr. aliquot et 
eruditor. in An- 
glia *u'iror. En- 
comia, Sec. atud 
J. Leland, Col- 
Uftan. edit. T. 
Hearne, Vol. v. 
p. 150, 151. 


BELGRAVE (Richard) (a\ a writer of the XlVth century, of the ancient 
family of the Belgraves in Leicefterfhire [yf], was born at the town of Belgrave, about a 
mile from JLeicefter [b) [5J, and educated in the univerfity of Cambridge, where he 


[yf] Of the ancient family of the Belgraves.] Of 
this family the firft that I find, fays Burton (1), 
was William Belgrave, to whom Robert Blanchmaines, 
Earl of Leicefter in the reign of Henry II., gave land 
in Belgrave; a pleafant place and fruitful foil, about 
a mile diftant from Leicefter ; which family, according 
to the cuftom of thofe times, took their name from 
thence (2), and hath fince fpread itfelf into many 
branches, fome yet in being in this county : And of 
this family Burton informs us, was this Richard de 
Belgrave. 

[B] Was born at the town of Belgravey about a 
mile from Leicejler<] We have ventured in this to 
contradict the common account (*), of his being born in 
or near the city of Chichejler in Sufex'; though fo 
mentioned by Pits and copied by Dugdale (3) ; the 
reafon for which alteration, we mall however fubmit 
to the reader's judgment. Burton (4), far from 

Vol. IL 


an inaccurate writer, exprefsly fays, he was born at 
Belgrave, and Fuller alfo remarks, that Pits makes 
him born at Chichefter in Suftex, and Burton at Bel- 
grave in Leicefterfhire, * whom I rather believe, fays 
' he, becaufe he wrote a particular defcription of 
* this county. Now furely the more is the exaclnefs 
1 of the author, the lefs the extent of his fubject, 
' efpecially making it his Jet work (what was Pitts'* 
( by work J to obferve the natives of this fhire (f).' 

Befides, it was particularly the cuftom of thofe 

times, for Clergymen of note to receive local names, 
that is, names derived from the town, vilh.ge, or 

place of their birth, or abode : Which practice 

continued long in vogue, till the days of King Henry 
the Sixth, and then, fays Fuller (5), de fuch a place 
begun to be left off, but was noc wholly laid afide till 
a great while after. — - 
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BELGR AVE. BELING. 

applied himfelf with great diligence, and the like fuccefs, to his (Indies, and afterwards 
took the degree of Doftor of Divinity (c). He entered himfelf into the Order of Car- 
melite Friars (d), and diftinguifhed himfelf by his great (kill in the Ariftotelian Philo- 
fophy fC], and School Divinity. However, he was more remarkable for the ftrength and 
fubtilty of his lectures, than the elegance of his ftyle, the ftudy of polite literature being 
generally neglefted in that age. Pits (e) gives him the charafter of a man of eminent 
integrity and piety. He flouriflied in the year 1320, under the reign of King Edward II., 
and wrote, among other works, Theological Determinations) in one book ; the fubjeft of 
which was, Utrum hflentia Divina poflit videri ? Whether the Divine EJfence could he 
feen (f) ? and Ordinary ^ueJlions y in one book. 


(c) Balaeus II- 
lull. Scriptor. 
major. Brit. 
Cent. XI. ctf.t. 
p. 51. 

fej Pitfeas, dc 
Illuft. Anglix 
Script.num-48i k 
p.4i5,aa 1320. 


[This fingle queftion, concerning the Divine E (fence, is enough to (hew the ab- 
furdity of the inquiries and ftudies which engaged the attention of men in that age. J K. 


[C] Diftinguifhed himfelf by his great fkill in the 
Ariftotelian Philofophy.} This mull be underilood of 
his reading and ftudy in g it privately by himfelf : for 
the firft that read Ariftotle publicly in the fchools at 
Cambridge, was, we find, a brother of his order, 
and not unlikely a contemporary and companion ; fo 
that Belgrave's great knowledge in it might probably 
induce Bampton (for that was the Monk's name) to 
introduce it, and read it afterwards publicly in trie 
fchools. - But as we have thus curforily mentioned 
Bampton, as introducer of the Ariftotelian Philofophy 


where he took his Doctor's degree in Divinity; was 
alfo, as we before hinted, a Monk of the order of 
Carmelites (7), &c. He was a great lover of learn- 
ing, and excellently well learned for the times in 
which he lived ; had a very acute wit, and was a 
great and (kilful logician, or difputant ; for he well 
knew how to urge and how to evade all the fubtleties 
of fophiftical arguments ; in which way he wrote feve- 
ral pieces, as Bale (8) informs us in his Centuries, 
be/ides fome other things, viz. Opufculum odto 
Quseftionum de Veritate Proportion urn, Lib. I. A 


(7) Pitfeas, 
p. 449, No. 53 * f 
anno 134X. 


(8) Balaeus De- 
fcript. Ceat. X. 
p. 46, 


into the fchools* it may not be difigreeable to the fmall Work containing eight £>ueftions of the Truth of 


reader to have a little farther account of him, which 
we fhall do in this note, his life being omitted in the 
body of the work. 

BAMPTON (John), written alfo de Bampton 
and de Baunton, &c. t>. D. was born at Bampton in 
Devonfhire ; which place, as well as his name, we 
find varioufly written, his name being alfo local (6). 
The particular time of his birth is uncertain : he 
flouriihed about the year 1 34.0 ; ftudied at Cambridge, 


Proportions ; of which Pits wittily fays, Quaero de Ve- 
ritate iftius Qua?ftionis, concerning the truth of which 
queftion I doubt ; that is (I prefume), whether he 
wrote fuch a book (9) : Alfo Leclurae Scholafticx 
in Theologia, Lib. I. Scholaftic Leclures in Divi- 
nity. H N. 

%* [He died in 1361, being at that time Reftor 
of Stavenly, in the archdeaconry of Richmond, York- 
mire (10).] K. 


(9) Pitfeas, «f 

jupra. 


(10) 
p. 72, 


BE LING (Richard), defcended of an ancient Englifti family, though long 
fettled in Ireland, was born in the year 1613, at Belingftown, in the barony of Balrothery, 
and county of Dublin, the ancient feat of his family, which was of confiderable rank in 
the Englifh Pale [A\ Another branch of that family was r ettled at Stradbally, in the 
barony of Caftlenock, in the fame county ; and in ancient lifts are to be feen the numbers 
of archers on horfeback, which thefe two families fent to the aid of the State, in the reigns 
of Henry VIII. and Queen Elizabeth, in obedience to the Chief Governor's fummons to 
General Hoftings. He was the fon of Sir Henry Beling, Knt. and was educated in his 
younger years at a gram mar- fchool in the city of Dublin, but afterwards put under the 
tuition of fome priefts of his own religion, which was Popifh • who fo well cultivated his 
good genius, that they taught him to write in a fluent and elegant Latin ftyle, as appears 
by feveral of his pieces hereafter mentioned Thus grounded in the polite parts of lite- 
rature, his father removed him to Lincoln's Jnn, to ftudy the municipal laws of his 
country, where he abbde fome years, and returned home a very accomplifhed crentleman : 
But it does not appear that he ever made the law a profeflion. His naturaHnclination 
turning him to arms, he early engaged in the rebellion of 1641, and, though but about 
twenty-tight years old, was then an officer of confiderable rank: For, in February (a) 
that year, he appeared at the head of a ftrong body of the Irifti before Lilmore, and 
fummoned the caftle to furrender ; but the Lord Broghill, who commanded in it a Vmall 
body of 100 new raifed forces, flighted the fummons, and another party comina to his aid, 
Mr. Beling thought fit to draw off, and quitted the fiege. He afterwards became a leading 
member in the fupreme council of the confederated Roman Catholics at Kilkenny, to 
which he was Principal Secretary v by whom he Was lent Ambaffador {b) to the Pope and 
other Italian Princes, in 1645, to crave aid for the fupport of their caufe. He brought 
back with him a fatal prefent in the perfon of the Nuncio, John Baptift Rinuccini, Arch- 
bifliopand Prince of Fermo [B) y who was the occafion of reviving the diJtinftions be- 
tween the old irifti of blood, and the old Englifti of Irifli birth, which fplit that party 
into fadions, prevented all peace with the Marquis of Ormond, and ruined the country 


frfJBorlafeHiifc. 

P. 85. 


Hit. ofthelrifc 
Remonftrance, 

p. 674- 
Cox, Voi.iL 
P. 14* 


[A] Which <was of confiderable rank in the Englifh 
Pale.] The Englilh Pale was thofe parts of Ireland ex- 
tended about Dublin, which in the reign of Henry II. 
were poflefted and fortified by the Englifh, compre- 
hending fometimcs larger, and fometimes lefs dif- 
tri&s, as the Englifh or Irifh power in different ages 
prevailed. But the counties of Lowth, Dublin, 
Meath, Kildarc, and Carlow, being for the moil 
part obedient to the Englifh laws, went under the 
more immediate denomination of the Pale. The 


word feems to be taken from the Englifh Pales, the 
materials with which deer parks and other inclofures 
were furrounded, as if the Englilh were feparatcd 
from the Irifh by fuch inclofures. Since the reign of 
King James I. the Englilh laws have obtained obe- 
dience through all Ireland, and therefore the notion 
of the Pale is antiquated (1). 

[B] Archbiftjop and Prince of Fermo.} Fermo is 
an Archbifhopric and Principality in Italy, in the 
Marquifateof Ancona, fubjed to the Pope. 

which 


(1) Sec the re- 
mark [G] in the 
article BAS- 
NET (E»- 


o 


BELING. B E L M E i S. 

which he was fent to fave. When Mr. Beling had fathomed the mifchievous fchemes of 
the Nuncio and his fadtion, and perceived that they had other views than merely to ob- 
tain a toleration for the free exercife*bf their religion, as in the beginning they pretended, 
nobody was more zealous than he in oppofing and clogging their mcafures, or in pro- 
moting the peace then in agitation, and fubmitting to the King's authority, which he did 
with fuch heartinefs and fincerity, that he became very acceptable to the Marquis of Or- 
mond, who intruded him with many negociations [C] both before and after the Reftora- 
tion, which he executed with great fidelity and fufficiency. When the Parliament army 
had fubdued the Irifh, Mr. Beling retired to France, where he continued feveral years, 
and in that time employed himfelf in writing feveral books in Latin, in oppofition to fuch 
writers of the Romifh party as had endeavoured to clear themfelves from being the inftru- 
ments of the rebellion, and to lay the blame thereof on the fe verity of the Englifh go- 
vernment. His account of the tranfadions of Ireland, during the period of the rebellion* 
is e (teemed by judicious men as being more worthy of credit than any written by the Ro- 
mifh party ; and yet he is not fiee from a partiality to the eaufe he was at firft embarked 
in, and his credulity has been taxea in the cafe of Father Finachty [D]. He returned 
home upon the Melioration, and was repoflefled of his eftate, by the favour and intereft 
of the Duke of Ormond. He died in Dublin in September i 677, and was buried in the 
church-yard of Malahid-rt, about five miles from that city, where he hath a tomb walled 
in, but without any inicription to his memory that is apparent or legible. He was father 
to Sir Richard Beling, Knt Secretary to Catherine, Queen to King Charles II. ; which 
Sir Richard marrying a lady of the name of Arundel, who was an inheritrix of a great 
eftate, his children were obliged to take the name of the mother's family. Mr. Beling in 
his youth, and while he was a ftudent in Lincoln's-Inn, wrote and added a fixth bcok to 
the Arcadia of Sir Philip Sidney, which was printed with that romance, Lond. 1633, fol. 
to which he put only the initial letters of his name. During his retirement in France, he 
wrote in Latin, in two books, Vindicianum Caiholicorum Hibemia?, lib, ii. under the feigned 
name of Philopater Irenaeus the tirft of wnich gives a pretty accurate hiftory of Irifh 
affairs, from 1641 to 164^ and the fecond is a confutation of an epiftle written by Paul 
King, a Francifcan Friar, and a Nunciotift, in defence of the Irifh rebellion. This book 
of Mr. Beling's being anfwered by John i once, a Francifcan Friar alfo, and a mod im- 
placable enemy to the Proteftants of Ireland, in a trail intitled, Belingi Vindicia ever/a* 
our author made a reply, which he fent abroad under the title of Annotationes in Johannis 
Poncii librumy cut titulus, Vindici<e Ever/a? : accefferunt Belingi 'indicia ', Pariliis, 1654, 
%vo. He wrote alfo a vindication of himfelf againll Nicholas French, titular Bifhop of 
Perns, under the title of Innocentia* fua impetita per Reverendijfimum Fernenfem vindicia, 
Parif. 1652, 1 into, dedicated to the clergy of Ireland ; and is reported to have written a 
poem called The Eighth Day r which has efcaped our fearches. 


[C] Intrujled him with many negociations .] Mr. 
ing was commiffioned by the Marquis of Ormond 
in 1647 to tranfatt the junction of the Jrilh army with 
his, before the furrender of Dublin to the Parliament 
party ; and, after the Reiteration, the Marquis, then 
created Duke, employed him three feveral times to 
the Synod of the Romifh Clergy, a Hem bled by con- 
nivance at Dublin in 1666, to prevail on them to fign 
a re mo n ft ranee of their loyalty, which he himfelf had 
fubferibed in the year 1662. But he had no fruits 
from thefe negociations, the Synod abruptly breaking 
up before they could be prevailed upon to come to 
any conclusions. See this whole tranfa&ion in Peter 
Walih's Loyal Formulary, or Hiftory of the Irijb Re- 
monftrance. 

[D] In the cafe of Father Finachty .] Father Fi- 
nachty was an ignorant Romifh Prieft, who both be- 


fore and after the Refloration travelled about Ireland 
and England, pretending to difpofTefs people of de- 
vils, and of healing all difeafes by his touch, info- 
much that he was followed by multitudes. Mr. Be- 
ling often declared, that in his confeience he believed 
Finachty had a wonderful gift from God of curing by 
exorcifms and prayers ; yet he could not fay, that he, 
who had undergone his operations for the gout, was 
perfectly cured, but thought his fits were ealier than 
before. This man was afterwards discovered to be an 
importer, and afforded no fmall mirth to people againll 
Mr. Beling and others, who had given too much cre- 
dit to this juggler. See in the Irijh Remonftrance, 
from page 710 to page 735, a full account of this 
pretender to miracles, and the manner in which he 
was detected. H s. 


(b ) Godwin, de 
Praeful. Angl. 
inter Epifc, Lon- 
dinen t*. an. 1 10S. 

( c ) Simeon Du - 
nelm. de Gefr. 
Reg. Angl. apud 
X. Scriptures, 
col. 231. 


BELMEIS or BEAUMES (Richard de) L (a), Bifhop of London in 
the reign of Henry I., was advanced to that See through the intereft of Roger Montgo- 
mery, Earl of Shropfhire {b\ and confecrated [A] 26th July, 1 108 (c). Immediately 
after his confecration, he was appointed by the King Warden ot the Marches between 
England and Wales, and Lieutenant of the county of Salop ; which offices he held about 
three years, refiding for the moft part of the time at Shrewfbury (d). This Prelate ex- 
pended the whole revenues of his biQiopric on the ftru&ure of St, Paul's cathedral in 


[J] His confecration.'] He was confecrated by 
Anfelm, Archbifhop of Canterbury, in his chapel of 
Pagenham, after having made the profefTion of cano- 
nical obedience to that Prelate. The King, it feems, 
impatient of delay, deflred he might be immediately 
confecrated, though out of the metropolitical church, 
becaufe, knowing his addrefs in the management of 
fecular affairs, he intended to employ him as foon as 
poflible in the weitern parts of England. Rex enim 
mora? impatiens Ricardum cito ( quamvis extra ecclefiam 
3 


meiropoliticam) confer ari peti it, utpote qui ilium in fe- 
cular ibus multum <valentem ad negatia fua apud oca den- 
tales Angli/g fines ger end a ftatim trdiifmiffiifus erat (i). 
Simeon of Durham tells us (2), that the Archbifhop 
was aflifted in the ceremony by the Bifhops of Win- 
chester, Salifbury, Chichefter, and Exeter ; and that 
Richard, in imitation of his predeceflbrs, made a 
handfome prefent, on the day of his confecration, to 
the cathedral church of Canterbury. 

London ; 


(a) By fame fir- 
named RufuS, to 
diftingu>Jh him 
from bh nepbeno 
of the fame rramc. 
See thi next ar- 
t.clc. 

(d) Wharton, 
Hilh de E.ifc. 
& Deem. Loo- 
dinenf. p. 46, 
edit. L&nd, 169,4. 


ft; Wharton, de 
Ef-ilc. ct Dccan, 
Londineiif p. 46 . 
elit. Lond. 1 694. 

(2)DeCcrt.Re. ? . 
Anvl. apud X. 
Script r. cc). 


B E L M E I S. 


ever to finifh it, and growing tired of fo much labour and 


(e) At the dtfo- London [B]i but defpairin^ 

expence, he turned the Itream of his liberality another way 5 c and ' r ^ a r n g in g f he ™; 

nLi rent oj thh nQ ). ot Landiworth for a place in the dioceie ot London called S/. Ofith de Lhich, he built 
h ;fn: 758 there a convent of Regular Canons (e) [CJ. Being fazed with a dead palfy, and thereby 

Godwin, ubiju. difqualified for the exercife of his epifcopal functions, he intended to have rehgntd his 

mw M,i mfb bifhopnc, and to have fpent the remainder of his life in the monaftcry ot his own foun 

KWonuT! dation: but whilft he delayed his purpole from day to day, he was prevented by 

tX^- l ?ot d death (f), which took him out of this Lite Jan. if, 1127 (g)% and he was buried in the 

Bedam, Fiancof. convent of St. Ofith (h). 
1601. 


(g) Matth. Pa- 
ri-, Hift. Angl. 
edit. 1640, 

Vul, i. p. y Im 

(b) Wharton, 
ubiftif a. 


( 3 ) Ce P.sf 1. 
An^l. interEpifc, 
Londinenf* an. 
uc8. 


(4) &r*Camden's 
Britannia, by 
Bifhop Gibfon, 
lafl edit. Vol. i. 
col- 375» 


[B] He expended large fums of money on the ftruclure 
of the cathedral church of St. Paul's.] He purchafed 
ieveral adjoining houfes of the owners, which he pulled 
down, and converted the ground they flood upon into 
a church-yard, which he furroundedon all fides with a 
very high wall. Bifhop Godwin thinks this wall re- 
mained entire in his time, though no part of it was to 
be feen by reafon of the houfes, with which it was on 
all fides covered. Ille <vero ad ccclefite fu<z ftrucluram 
tot us intent us, adificia quamplurima ipfi <vicina a pof- 
Jefforibus rcdemit ; qui bus demolitis, areas illarum in 
camiterium confer tit, quod muro <valde excelfo cinxit 
undique. Fix tamen hie murus, qua?iquam integer ad- 
hue ut puto y comparet ufquam, a domibus hodie ufque qua- 
que conteclus (3). Notwithstanding the large lums ex- 
pended by this Bifhop of London, and his fucceffors, 
on the fabric of St. Paul's, it was not finifhed (as 
Dugdale in his Hiftory of that cathedral informs us) 
till nearly two hundred years after his death, *oiz. about 
the year 13 12, being that year paved with good firm 
marble (4). 

[C] He built a convent of regular Canons at St, 


Oftth de Chich.] This place is in the county of Ef- 
fex. Let us hear our great Antiquarian : 1 Below 
' this town (Colchefter), where the Coin empties it- 
1 felf into the fea, lies the little town of St. Ofith: 
' the former name was Chich ; the prefent it received 
< from the holy virgin St. Oftth, who, devoting her- 
1 felf entirely to the fervice of God, and being ftab- 

* bed here by Danifh pirates, was by our anceflors 
' eiteerned a Saint. In memory of her, Richard, 
1 Bifhop of London, about the year 1 120, built a re- 
s ligious houfe, and filled it with Canons regular. 

* This was made an Honour by act of parliament in 
' the 37th year of King Henry VIII., and is the chief 

* feat of the Right Honourable the Lords Darcy, ftiled 
1 Lords of Chich, and advanced to the dignity of Ba- 
1 rons by Edward VI? (5).' B. 

* # * [Tanner informs us, that, in the monaftery 
of Peterborough, there was formerly preferved a 
treatife of our Bifhop Belmeis, written in verfe, and 
addrelled to King Henry the Firil (6).] K. 


(5) Camden, ih 4 
col. 42Z. 


(6) Eibliothec* 
Erttannico-Hi- 
bernica, p. g$. 


(a ) See the fir* 
going article. 


BELMEIS or BEAUMES (Richard de) IL, Bifhop of London in the 
reign of King Stephen, was nephew of Richard de Belmeis, Bifhop of London in the 
preceding reign (a) y by that Prelate's brother, Walter de Belmeis. Before he came of 
age, he was appointed by his uncle Archdeacon of Middlefex: but the Bifhop was pre- 
vailed upon by William, Dean of London, his nephew by his fitter Adelina, and by the 
Prior of Chich, to commit the adminiftration of the archdeaconry, during Richard's 
minority, to Hugh, one of his Chaplains. It was with no fmall difficulty that Richard 
afterwards recovered his archdeaconry out of the hands of this faithlefs guardian (c?) [A ]. (\) Raduif. de 
In the beginning of Oftober 1 151, he was advanced to the See of London, in the room ^"c'h^i^" 
ndm. Hift. con- 0 f Robert de Sigillo (Y), and confecrated at Canterbury by Archbiihop Theobald, in the a P u <* scrip- 
PHonHagufta'id". pretence of all the Bifhops of England, excepting Henry of Winchefter, who excufed his lor * col ' s ° 7 * 
abfence, and approved the choice of Richard, in a letter to the Archbiihop (d) [B] 
This Prelate died [Cj 4th May, 1162 (0> leaving behind him a reputation for fingular 

eloquence. 


(c) Sim. Du- 


opud X. Scrip 
tor. col. 278. 

(e) Matth. Pa- 
ris, Hill. Angl. 
edit. 1 640, Vol. i. 
p. 98. 


(d) Radulf. de 
Diceto, Vmag. 
Hi (tor, apud 
X. Scriptor. 


col. 


527. 


[A] It was with fame difficulty he recovered his 
Archdeaconry out of the hands of Hugh.] His uncle 
Richard being dead, Gilbert Univerialis fucceeded to 
tlie Bifhopric of London. And now our Richard's 
years and merits qualifying kim for the epifcopacy, 
he called upon Hugli to deliver up his truft ; but this 
ecclefiaftic, finding himfelf in favour with the prefent 
Bifhop, and making light of the folcmn oath he had 


( z) Yrnagin. 
Hiflor. apud X. 


de Diceto (2), and is as follows : Tcmporis hreuitas, 
i?npro t vifa vocatio, tranfttus fufpecli, improba pradonu?n 
molcjlia, medicamenti folicitudo adhibita, excufabiles Script, col. 527, 
p at emit at i veftra nos reddunt. EleSlioni <vero facia 
et confecrationi faciunda benignum ex affeclu pnebemus 
affenjum. £)uonia?n quidem perfona et moribus pollet, et 
indujlria <viget, et fcientia floret, credimus quod in domo 
Dei pi an tat a, adjutrict di e vinitate 9 florebit et faciei 


taken to refign, invented a thoufand frivolous excufes fruclum ; i. e. * The fhortnefs of the time, the unex- 


f 1) Radulf. de 
Dicet >, Abbre- 
viai. Chronic. 
a H'l X. Scrip- 

lOr. col. 507. 


to delay the refignation. At length, Univerfalis being 
dead, and Richard having appealed to the Pope, his 
Holinefs fent letters to the Bifhops of Lincoln and 
Hereford, directing them to examine into the matter ; 
who having heard the cafe, and taken Richard's alle- 
gations, diverted Hugh, and reflored Richard to his 
juft rights. Traclu temporis epifcopo Ricardo rebus hu- 
manis exempt 0, Gilebertus Uniuerfalis in epifcopatum fuc- 
cejjit. Advenit etiam tempus, quo Ricardus de Belmeis, 
fuffragantibus annis et meritis exigentibtts, pofjet etiam in 
epifcopum fublimari. Capellanus Hugo f&pe con<ventus ut 
Ricardo rejlilueret archidiaconatum, <velut immemor fa- 
cramenti fideique tranfgrefjor, con/ilium fuum in alterius 
mutauit injur taw. Nam in oculis epifcopi Londonienjis fe 
widens gratiam in-veniffe, frivolas fempcr invenit occaji- 
nnculas. Univerfali defunclo, fua fpes omnis cum epifcopo 
fepelitur. His in audientia communi propofetis, dominus 
papa literas direxit epifcopis tarn Lincolnienfi quam Here- 
ferdenfi. Quibus de cauja cognofcentibus } fufceptis Ri- 
chardi probationTlus , Hugo Jpoliatus <?/?, Ricardus in 
integrum rejlitutus (1). 

[ B I The Bijhop of Winchefter excufed his abfence, 
and approved the choice of Richard, in a letter to the 
Archbiftjop.] This letter is preferved by Radulphus 


peclednefs of the fummons, the danger of travelling, 
c the annoyance of robbers, and my want of health, 
' will excufe me to your fatherhood. However, I 
f give my unfeigned alien t to the election already 
c made, and the confecration which is to be per- 
' formed. And whereas the perfon chofen is of un* 
? qucftionable morals, induftry, and learning, I am 
* perfuaded, that, being planted in the houfe of God, 
' he will, by the bleifing of Heaven, flourifli and 
4 bring forth fruit.' A telHmony fo advantageous to 
the character of this Bifhop ought not to be fupprelTcd. 
And, by the way, we may obferve from this letter, 
that the highways at that time muft have been in- 
felted with robbers in a moil extraordinary manner j 
otherwife a Bifhop, who could, no doubt, have com- 
manded a numerous retinue, would not have alleged 
the danger of travelling upon that account, as one 
juftifiable reafon of his abfence. 

[C] His death.] The latter part of f his life (fays 
an hiftorian) was full of affliction ; for being feveral 
years unable to fpeak, he at laft died in a wretched (3) Simeon Da. 
condition. Cujus novijftma plena erant mcerore ; obmu* nelm. Hiih con- 
tefcens enim plurimis annis, tandem trifti fine periit (3). p^'^H^uftj'd! 
The reader mult explain this for himfelf as well as he fl/w jx.Saiptur. 

can, col. 178, 


ff) Etaquentta 
p> it Jit valde 
tcmmtndanda. 
X. Scriptor. col, 
*j3. 


fa) Leland, 
!omment. de 
Script. Brit, 
c. 175. 


B E L M E Y S. 

eloquence (f). Wharton tells us, he had feen a fcal of this Bifhop's, with this infcription 
round it, Ricardus JLundonienfis Epifcopus Secundus (g). 


can, fince the other hiftorians of thofe times fay no- 
thing of the mariner of this Bifhop's death, $or afford 
us any light into the paflage here cited. All that we 
can collect from it is, that the diftemper, of which he 
died, had deprived him of the ufe of fpeech for feve- 
ral years before his death. B. 


[According to Dr. Richardfon, whofe autho- 
rity is a manufcript of the late Roger Gale, Efq; our 
Prelate was the writer of the famous book calied 


The Black Book of the Exchequer (4.);] 


K. 


153 


(%) Wharton j 
Hift. dc Eptlc. 
et Decd/i. Lon- 
tiincnf. p. 59, 
edit. Lond.j694. 


(4) Richardfon's 
Gi dwin de Prac- 
fulibus, p. 177, 
note (bj. 


(b) BaVus, de 
Script. Brit. 
Cent. III. c. 12, 


(c) Pits, de TU 
lufl.ringl. Sciip- 
tur. an. 1194. 


(d) Radulf. de 
Diceto, Ymag. 
Hiftor. apud X. 
Script, col. 675, 

(e) Ibid. col. 
676. 


B EL M E Y S (John), commonly called Joannes Eboracenfis^ or John of Tork y an 
eminent divine in the Xlkh century (a) 7 was born of a good family (b). After having 
happily laid the foundations of learning in his own country, he travelled abroad, and 
vifited the molt famous univerfities of France and Italy, where he acquired the reputation 
of being the moft learned man of his age [A]. After fome time fpent in finifhing his 
ftudies, he returned home, and was made a Canon, and Treafurer of the cathedral church 
of York : but he'ioon quitted this port, and went back again into Italy (c)> He lived a 
confiderable time at Rome, and had the honour of converfing familiarly with Pope 
Adrian IV., who was an Englifhman by birth. Alexander III., who fucceeded Adrian 
in 1 159, made him Bifhop o£ Poitou in France [5], and he was confecrated at the abbey 
of Dole, in the diocefe of Berry (d). He fat there twenty years, thirty weeks, and one 
day, and was from thence translated to the archbifhopric of Lyons, and became thereby 
Primate of all France [C]. He was Archbifliop of that city ten years and twenty-nine 
weeks (e). It is faid, he returned into England in 1 194, being then a very old man (f) \ 
but we are not told when or where he died. Bale informs us, that he vehemently op- 
poled Archbifliop Becket in the contefts he had with King Henry II. [D], and that he 
was very expert at controverfial writing (g). His works, which are but few, are men- (?) Baieus, 
tioned below [£]. 


(f) Bale fcPitrrf 
ub'i fupra. 


(1) Comment, de 
Script. Brit, 
c. 175. 


*/>a</X.Scriptor. 
col. 675. 


(3) FWePlatina, 
de Vit. Pontif. 
in Alexandre III. 


(4) Pits, de II- 
luft.Angl.Script. 
an. 1194* 


[A] He acquired the reputation of being the moft 
learned man of his age.] Let us copy Lei and : * Quo 

* cum perveniflet, ita ftrenue partes fuas egit, utbrevi 

* nomen aliquod decufque inter eruditos fibi compa- 
4 raret ; at cum jam maturior aetas fuperveniret, eo 

* excellentias devenit, ut vel princeps literatorum ha- 

* beretur. Neque tamen fatis putabat ipfa nuda fci- 

* entiarum cognitione praeilare ; quinetiam eloquen- 

* tiam, hoc efl linguarum peritiam adjiceret. In 

* qua tantum profecit, quantum illis temporibus fa- 

* cilius erat fperare, quam confequi. Sim vanus, nifi 
« Joannes Severianus Anglus, cui quam familiarifli- 

* mus ei at, haec eadem de illo fcribat oclavo capite 

* feptimi libri Polycraticon : " Vir fingularis eloquii, 
" et qui omnibus, quos viderim, trium linguarum 
t( gratia prceftat. Is quidem eft Joannes Thefaura- 
<e rius Eboraci (i)." — ' When he came thither, he ap- 
' plied himfelf Jo diligently to his ftudies, that he focn 

* attained to fome degree of reputation among the learned ; 

* but when he arrived to more mature years, he excelled 

* fo far, as even to be efteemed the leamedeft man of the 
€ age. He was not fatisfied to outftrip others in a bare 
< knowledge of the Sciences ; but he added thereto a fa- 

* miliar acquaintance with the Languages, in which he 

* made fuch a proftciency, as in thofe times it was more 
€ eafy to wijh for, than to arrive at. I am deceived, 
9 if foannes Severianus, an Englijhman, to whom he 
€ was intimately known, did not mean him in the fol- 

* lowing pajfage of the eighth chapter of the feventh book 

* of his Polycratica : ** A ??ian of fngular eloquence, 
€C and who excels all that I have feen in the knowledge 
€t ojf the three tongues (i. e. Greek, Latin, and He- 
<€ brew). The perfon I mean is, John, Treafurer of 
" York." 

[-5] He was made Bijhop of Poitou in France.] Ra- 
dulphus de Diceto (2) places this event in the reign of 
Richard I. under the year 1 194 ; but if Bclme/i> was 
advanced to that See by Pope Alexander III., as the 
fame hiftorian tells us, this chronology mufl be wrong ; 
for Adrian IV., the immediate predeceflbr of Alexan- 
der, died in 1159, and Alexander fat but twenty 
years or thereabouts (3). And therefore the latter 
muft have been dead in 1 1S0 or 1 1 81, which is thir- 
teen or fourteen years earlier than this date. 

[CJ He was tranfatcd to the Archbijhopric of Lyons.] 
He was elecled Archbifliop of Narbonne ; but before 
he could procure his-Pal! from Rome, Pope Lucius III., 
at the rcqueft of the Clergy of Lyons, tranflated him 
to that See. Eleclus eft in archiepifcopum Narbonenfem. 
J) urn autem Romam Pallium petiturus properaret , anno 
Domini I I 8 I , a Clero Lugdunenji petit ur, et a Lucio 
Papa tcrtio conftituitur archiepifcopus Lugdunenfts, et 
Gcdliarum Primas (4). 

Vol. II. 


[Z>] He vehemently oppofed Archbijhop Becket in the 
contefts he had with King Henry II.] He could not 
endure the arrogance of that Prelate, and the furious 
zeal with which he oppofed the King ; but, without 
regarding the character he bore of Primate of England 
and Legate of the Holy See, he boldly reproved him 
for it, both in perfon and in his writings. Elatam ar- 
rogantiam in Thoma archiepifcopo Becketo, atque ejus 
in regem debacchationes iniquas fu ft 'mere non pot erat ; 
fed in faciem objiciens, honrftis falibus reprebendit* 
Nec id obftitit, quod ejfet Anglorum Primas, aut a Ro- 
mana fede Legatus ; fed ingenue ac valid e ilium et voce 
et fcriptis infe&abdtur (5)- (5) Baled 9, de 

[E] His works.] Leland could not find any thing S.npt. Brit, 
certainly written by foannes Eboracevfts. He com- Ccru * 11 !• c « 12 
plains of the injuries of time, which have deprived us 
of the works of fo learned a man ; and he wifhes he 
had it in his power to fearch all the libraries of Poitou, 
that he might bring fomething of his to light. Scd 
vide quid tempus edax rerum et invidiofa vetu/las fa- 
ciant : nam nihil a tanto viro, quod Jciam, fcriptum 
ex tat ; et nihil ipfum fcripftffe adfrmare non res lev is, 
fed ftulti judicii effet. Quam ego nunc vellem omnes 
Piclavenfeum bibliothecarum forulos excutcre, ut ali- 
quid fait em a tarn doclo viro J crip turn in lucem eruerem ! 
Afterwards he tells us, he had met with a book, in- 
titled, A ure a foannis Eboraccnfis Hiftoria ; i.e.* The 
c Golden Hiftory of John of York ;* but that he could 
not pretend to affirm, that the writer of it was the 
fame with oar author. He obferves, that this book 
contains many remarkable particulars concerning Wil- 
liam the Conqueror, and that the Scala Chronicon 
afcribes it to a certain Vicar of Tillemuth, or Tin- 
mouth, without mentioning his name. Nec tamen te- 
?nere dijfnio hunc effe Joanncm, cujus vit am preepofui. 
In eo opere mult a quidem et prsrclara de Gulielmo magno, 
rege Anglorum ; Scalar chronica at t rib mint auream Hif 
tori am cui dam, fuppreffo nomine, Tillemuthenfts ec clefts 
vicario (6). In John Leland's Colleclanea we have 
fome extracts out of the Seal a: Chronicon here men- 
tioned ; and that which he refers to concerning the 
book in queftion, is as follows : The Vicar of Tille- 
mouth did write an Hiftorie, thus intitulid, Hiftoria 
A urea, wherin is much to be feene of Kinge William 
Conqueror* s dimming yn to Englande. The Antiquary's 
marginal note upon this pafl-ige is this : ' The bookes 
1 of the Geftes of Lindisfarne, Chefler, and Derham, 
' make much mention de hiftoria aurea Joannis Ebo- 
c racenfs. Therfore loke wither they be both one or 
' no (;).* Befides this Golden Hiftory, Bale and Pits 
mention Thirty-two Letters to Thomas Becket ; An hi- 
ve clive againft the fa??ie ; and certain Elegant Orations ; 
all written by our author. B. 
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BEN BOW (John), Vice-Admiral of the Blue fquadron, and one of the molt 
eminent Englilh feamen mentioned in our hiftories. He was born about the year 1650, 
and was deicendcd of a very ancient, worthy, and honourable family in Shropfhire (a), (a) ThePuWic 
though his father, Colonel John Benbow, and moft of his relations, were brought very 
low by their loyal adherence to the caufe of King Charles I., and by the readinefs they tions to the laic 
fhewed to affift'King Charles PL for the recovery of his rights, when he advanced with ^ ™* °* r _ 
the Scots army as far as Worcefter ; from which accidental poverty, fome have repre- 'j*™* 1 ** 
fented this Admiral as of mean parentage, diredtly contrary to truth, as the reader will coh^^rf 
fee in the notes [A). His father dying when he was very young, left this fon John no g^ e b ;* dmiral 
other provifion than that of the profeflion to which he was bred, viz. the fea, a profeffion 
to which he had naturally a great propenfity, and in which he fucceeded fo happily, that 
before he was thirty he became mafter, and in a good meafure owner, of a fliip caJled 
the Benbow Frigate, employed in the Mediterranean trade, in which he would have pro- 
bably acquired a good eltate, if an accident that happened to him in the laft voyage he 
made had not given a new turn to his fortunes, and brought him to ferve in the Britifh 
navy, with equal reputation to himfelf, and good fortune to his country, to which he 
rendered many, and thofe very important, fervices. In the year 1686, Captain Benbow, 
in his own veflel before mentioned, was attacked in his paflage to Cadiz by a Sallee 
Rover, againft whom he defended himfelf, though very unequal in the number of men, 
with the utmoft bravery, till at laft the Moors boarded him, but were quickly beat out 
of the fhip again, with the lofs of thirteen men, whofe heads Captain Benbow ordered to 
be cut off, and thrown into a tub of pork pickle. When he arrived at Cadiz, he went 
afhore, and ordered a negro fervant to follow him, with the Moors heads in a fack. He 
had fcarcely landed, before the officers of the revenue inquired of his fervant, what he had 
in his fack ? The Captain anfwered, Salt provifions for his own ufe. That may be, an- 
fwered the officers, but we muft infift upon feeing them. Captain Benbow alleged, that 
he was no ftranger there, that he did not ufe to run goods, and pretended to take it ill 
that he was fufpe&ed. The officers told him, that the Magiftrates were fitting not far 
off, and that if they were fatisfied with his word, his fervant might carry the provifions 
where he pleated, but that otherwife it was not in their power to grant any fuch difpen- 
fation. The Captain contented to the propofal, and away they marched to the Cuftom- 
houfe, Mr. Benbow in the front, his man in the center, and the officers in the rear. 


Direclly contrary to truth, as the reader will 
fee in the notes.] In order to clear up this point a 
little, and fatisfy the world as to the fad aflerted in 
the text, it will be neccflary to give fome account of 
this gentleman's father and uncle. When the civil 
wars broke out, King Charles L relying ftrongly on 
the affection of the inhabitants of this country, re- 
paired in perfon to Shrewsbury, and entered that city 
on the 20th of September, 1642, and the fame day 
made public declaration, that he did not carry on this 
war from a thirft of blood, of conqueft, or of power, 
but from a defire of preferving his own juft rights, 
and thofe of his people ; fince he was determined, if 
God gave him fuccefs therein, to be as tender of the 
privileges of Parliament as of his own prerogative. 
Upon this declaration the Lords Neuport and Little- 
ton, with the greateft part of the gentry of the coun- 
(0 Clarendon's try, came in and offered his Majelly their fervice (1). 
Hiftorv of the Among thefe were Thomas Benbow and John Ben- 
Rebeilion, bow, Efqrs. both men of eftates, and both Colonels 

p ' * 48, in the King's fervice. After the King's affairs fell 

into confufion, fuch gentlemen as had ferved in his 
army retired to their own countries refpeclively, and 
lived there as privately as they could : but though 
their interefts were much reduced, and their fortunes 
in a great meafure ruined, yet their fpirits remained 
unbroken, and they a&ed as cheerfully for the fervice 
of King Charles II., as if they had never fuffered at 
(1) Bates Elen- all by fcrving his father (2) : So much a better prin- 
chus fviotuum, ciple is loyalty than corruption. When, therefore, 
P. ii. p. 122. t hat Prince marched from Scotland towards Wor- 
cefter, the two Benbows, amongft other gentlemen 
of the county of Salop, went to attend him, and, 
after fighting bravely in the fupport of their Sovereign, 
were both taken prifoners by the rebels. That un- 
fortunate battle was fought September 3, 1651, and 
loon after a court-martial was fettled at Chefter, 
wherein Colonel Mackworth fat as Prefident, and 
Major-General Mitton, and other (launch friends to 
the caufe, a (Tilled ; by whom ten gentlemen of the 
firft families in England were fentenced to death for 
barely correfponding with his Majefly, and five of 
(3) Heath'* them were executed (3). They then proceeded to 
Chronicle, try Sir Timothy Featherftonhaugh, Colonel Thomas 
p. ioa. Benbow, and the EaYl of Derby, for being in his fer- 

vice. They were all condemned, and, in order to 
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flrike the greater terror in different parts of the coun- 
try, the Earl of Derby was adjudged to fuffer death on 
the 15th of October at Bolton : Sir Timothy to be 
beheaded on the 17th at Chefler; and Colonel Tho- 
mas Benbow to be (hot on the 19th at Shrewfbury : 
All which fentences were fcverally put in execution ; 
which I think fufHciently fhews, that the Benbows 
were then, or had been lately, a very confiderable 
family in Shropfhire (4) ; for otherwife the Colonel (4) Magn. Brl- 
would hardly have been fent out of the world in fo tjn - & Htberiu 
good company. As for Colonel John Benbow, he 
made his efcape after a fhort imprifonment, and lived 
privately in his own country till after the ReHoration, 
when he was far in years, and yet fo much to feek for 
a livelihood, that he was glad to accept of a fmall 
ofHce belonging to the Ordnance in the Tower, which 
juft brought him an income fufficient to fubfift himfelf 
and his family without danger of flarving. In this 
fituation he was, when, a little before the breaking 
out of the firft Dutch war, the King came to the 
Tower to examine the magazines : there his Majeily 
call his eye on the good old Colonel, who had now 
been diilinguifhed by a fine head of grey hair for 
twenty years. The King, whofe memory was as 
quick as his eye, knew him an firll fight, and imme- 
diately came up and embraced him. My old friend, 
Colonel Benbow, faid he, what do you here ? I have, 
returned the Colonel, a place of fourfcore pounds a 
year, in which I ferve your Majefty as cheerfully as if 
it brought me in four thoufand. Alas! faid the King, 
is this all that could he found for an old friend at Wor- 
cefter ? Colonel Legge, bring this Gentleman to me to- 
morrow, and I will provide for him and his family as 
it becomes me^ But, fhort as the time was, the Colo- 
nel did not live to receive, or even to claim the ef- 
fedls of this gracious promife ; for the fenfe of the 
King's gratitude and goodnefs fo overcame his fpirits, 
that, fitting down on a bench, he breathed his laft (5), (-) From thc 
before the King was well out of the Tower. It may information of 
be eafily imagined, that as our Mr. Benbow was then the la * c P* u * 
very young, he muft have fuffered very much by Calton > Er ^ ; 
lofing his father, before he felt any effect of the 
King's promifes : but it is not at all probable that he 
was ever a waterman's boy, as fome writers have 
afferted. 

The 
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The Magiftrates, when he came before them, treated Captain Benbow with great civility! 
told him they were forry to make a point of luch a trifle, but that fince he had refufcd to 
fhew the contents of his fack to their officers, the nature of their employments obliged them 
to demand a fight of them ; and that as they doubted not they were fait provifions, the 
fhewing them could be of no great confequence one way or the other. / told you, laid 
the Captain, fternly, they were fait provifions for my own ufe. Csefar, throw them down upon 
the table, and, Gentlemen, if you like them, they are at your fervice. The Spaniards were ex- 
ceedingly (truck at the fight of the Moors heads, and no lefs aftonifhed at the account of 
the Captain's adventure, who with fo fmall a force had been able to defeat fuch a number 
of Barbarians. They lent an account of the whole matter co the Court of Madrid, and 
Charles II., then King of Spain, was fo much pleafed with it, that he would needs fee 
the Englifii Captain, who made a journey to Court, where he was received with great 
teilimonies of refpeft, and not only dilmifled with a handfome prefent, but his Catholic 
Majefty was alio pleafed to write a letter in his behalf to King James, who upon the 
Captain's return gave him a fhip, which was his introdudtion to the royal navy. After 
the Revolution, he was conftantly employed, and frequently, at the requeft of the mer- 
chants, was appointed to cruize in the channel, where he did very great fervice, as well 
in protecting our own trade, as in annoying and diftrefling that of the enemy. He was 
likewife generally made choice of for bombarding the French ports, in which he (hewed 
the moft intrepid courage, by going in perfon in his boat to encourage and protect the 
engineers, who, for that reafon, were very folicitous that he fhould command the efcorts 
whenever they went upon thofe hazardous enterprizes, in which they knew he would not 
expofe them more than was abfolutely necefiary, and that he would put them upon running 
no fort of danger, in which he did not willingly take his (hare. It is certain that feveral 
of thofe dreadful bombardments had great effects, fpoiled feveral ports, and terrified the 
French to the laft degree, notwithftanding all the precautions their government could 
take to keep up their fpirits [fij. The vigour and activity of Captain Benbow, in 
every fervice on which he was employed, recommended him fo effe&ually to his royal 
matter King William, who was both a good judge of men, and always willing to reward 
merit, that he was very early promoted to a flag, and intruded with the care of blocking 
up Dunkirk ; 1 the privateers from thence proving extremely detrimental to our trade 
during all that war (b). In 1695, we find him thus employed with a few Englifh and 
Dutch (hips, when the famous Du Bart had the good luck to efcape him, with nine fail 
of clean fhips, with which he did a great deal of mifchief, both to our trade and to that of 
the Dutch. Rear- Admiral Benbow, however, followed him as well as he could; but the 
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[i?] All the precautions their Government could take to 
keep up their Jpirits.] In cafes of this nature it is al- 
ways right to have recourfe to facts, that the reader 
jnay be fatisfied as he proceeds, of the truth of what is 
aflerted ; and therefore it is requifite that we fhould 
give fome accounts of the nature and effetts of thofe 
bombardments. We have made choice of that of St. 
Maloes, both becaufe it was the moft extraordinary, 
and becaufe Commodore Benbow had the command of 
die fquadron by which it was performed (6). On the 
13th of November, 1693, Commodore Benbow, in 
conjunction with Captain Phillips, with a fquadron of 
two men of war, four bomb-veflels, and ten brigan- 
tines and well-boats, failed for St. Maloes, where 
they arrived on the 16th, and about four in the after- 
noon anchored before Quince-port. Three of the 
bomb-veflels, with the brigantines and well-boats, 
bore in and anchored within half a mile of the town ; 
about eleven they began to fire, and continued firing 
till four in the morning, when they were conftrained 
to warp, to prevent grounding. On the 17th they 
went in again, and threw feventy bombs that day. 
They continued firing on the 18th, but with frequent 
intermiflions, which made the inhabitants believe they 
were about to withdraw. However, they landed on 
an ifland near the town, and burnt a convent. On 
die 19th, being Sunday, they lay ftill till the even- 
ing, when, by the favour of a frefh gale of wind, a 
ftrong tide, and a very dark night, they fent in an 
extraordinary fire-lhip of about 300 tons burthen (7), 
(which the French will have to be a monftrous ma- 
chine) and which was intended to have reduced the 
town to aflies, and indeed would have done it but for 
an unforefeen accident : Ihe ftruck upon a rock within 
pirtol-fhot of the place, where they intended to have 
moored her. The engineer who was on board did all 
he could to get her off, but to no purpofe. At laft, 
finding the veiTel beginning to open, and fearing (he 
might" fink, he fet fire to her. The fea- water, which 
had penetrated in many places, prevented the car- 
cafes from taking fire. The explofion, however, was 
terrible beyond defcription ; it ihook the whole town 
like an earthquake, broke all the glafs and earthen 


ware for three leagues round, and ftruck off the roofs 
of three hundred houfes. The moft extraordinary 
thing of all was this, that the capftan of the veflel, 
which weighed two hundred weight, was carried over 
the walls, and beat a houfe it fell upon down to the 
ground. The greateft part of the walls towards the 
fea alfo fell down ; and if there had been a fufficient 
quantity of land-forces on board, the place might 
have been taken and pillaged. As it was, they dc- 
moliihed Quince-fort, carried off eighty prifoners, 
and frighted moft of the people out of the town (8). 
The French writers fay, that this was one of thofe 
dreadful machines ftiled Infernal s, which the Dutch 
made ufe of to deftroy the bridge over the Scheldt, 
when the Prince of Parma befieged Antwerp in the 
year 1585. The reader will obferve by the following 
defcription, that it was in fact a fire-fhip, contrived to 
operate when moored clofe to the town walls. It 
was a new fhip of about 300, or, as the Marquis de 
Quincy fays, 350 tons. At the bottom of the hold 
were one hundred barrels of powder ; thefe were co- 
vered with pitch, fulphur, rofin, tow, ftraw, and fag- 
gots, over which lay beams bored through to give air 
to the fire, and upon thefe lay three hundred carcafles 
rilled with granadoes, chain-fhot, iron bullets, piftols 
loaded and wrapt in linen pitched, broken iron bars, 
and the bottoms of glafs bottles (9). There were fix 
holes or mouths to let out the flames, which were fo 
vehement as to confume the hardeft fubftances, and 
could be checked by nothing but the pouring in of 
hot water. The French report, that the engineer 
who contrived this veflel was blown up in it, becaufe 
they found the body of a man well drefled upon the 
fhore, and in his pocket-book a journal of the expe- 
dition : he was, however, only a mate to one of the 
vefTels. This expedition was well timed and well 
executed : it ftruck a panic into the inhabitants of 
St. Malo's, where the moft troublefome of the French 
privateers were fitted out, and it ferved to awaken the 
whole nation from their golden dreams of the Em- 
pire of the Sea, by fhewing them what a very fmall 
fquadron of Englifh fhips could do, when commanded 
by men of refolution and experience. 

Dutch 
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Dutch ftups having, or pretending to have, no orders, quitted him, which hindered hini 
from going to the Dogger-Bank, as he intended, and obliged him to fail to Yarmouth 
Roads , into which he was hardly come, before he received advice that Du Bart 
fallen in with the Dutch fleet of feventy merchantmen, efcorted by _hve tngates, 
that he had taken all the latter, and thirty of the veiTels under their convoy 


had 
and 
which 
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Year's Service 


(d) Bfirrchet'i 
Naval Hiftory* 
p. 55c. 

Burnet's Hiftory 
of his own 
Times, Vol, it, 
P. 178. 


micrht probably have been prevented, if the Rear- Admiral had failed, as he intended, to 
the^Doaaer.Bank, and could have perluaded the Dutch to have continued with him (c). 
As it was, he fafely convoyed a great EngliHi fleet of merchantmen to Gottenburgh 
and then returned to Yarmouth Roads, and from thence to the Downs for a fupply oi 
provifions. He afterwards refumed his defign of fceking Du Bart % but his fhips being 
much cleaner than the Rear-Admiral's, he efcaped him a iecond time, though once within 
fight of him : bur, however, he fccured three rich Englifh Eaft-Indiamen, that came north 
about, and brought them fafe home (d). In 1697, he failed, the 10th of April from 
Spithead, with feven third-rates and two fire-ftiips, and after fome time returned to Porti- 
mouth for provifions 5 after which he had the good fortune to join the Virginia and 
Weft-India fleets, and faw them fafe into port. He then repaired to Dunkirk, where he 
received, from Captain Bowman, two orders or inftrudtions from the Lords of the Ad- 
miralty 5 one to purfuc M. Du Bart, and to deftroy his Ihips, if 1 poflible, at any place, 
except under the forts in Norway and Sweden ; the other to obey the King's commands, 
purfuant to an order from his Majefty for that purpofe (e). On the 30th ot July, Rear- g™-"^ 
Admiral Vandergoes joined him with eleven Dutch fhips, when he propoied that one of that Yoy ^ 
of the fquadrons fliould be fo placed, as that Dunkirk might be fouth of them, and the 
other in or near Oftend Road, that if Du Bart fliould attempt to pafs, they might the 
better difcover him : but all the anfwer he received from the Dutch commander was, 
that his fhips being foul, they were not in a condition to purfue him. Rear- Admiral 
Benbow being difappointed in this project, immediately formed another-, for, obferving, 
in the beginning of Auguft, that ten French frigates were hauled into the bafon to clean, 
he judged their defign to be, what it really proved, to put to fea by the next fpring-tide : 
and therefore, as his fhips were all foul, he wrote up to the Board to defire that four of 
the beft failors might be ordered to Sheernefs to clean, and that the others might come to 
the Downs, not only to take in water, which they very much wanted, but alfo to heel 
and fcrub, which he judged might be done, before the next fpring-tide gave the French 
an opportunity of getting over the bar. But this was not then thought advifeable, though 
he afterwards received orders for it, when the thing was too late. By this unlucky acci- 
dent, the French had an opportunity given them of getting out with five clean fhips ; 
which, however, did not hinder the Admiral from purfuing them as well as he was able, 
and fome fhips of his fquadron had the good luck to take a Dunkirk privateer of ten 
guns and fixty men, which had done a great deal of mifchief (f). This was one of the laft 
actions of the war, and the Rear-Admiral foon after received dtders to return home with 
the fquadron under his command. It is very remarkable, that as the difappointments we 
met with in the courfe of this war occafioned very loud complaints againft luch as had the 
direction of our maritime affairs, and againft feveral of our Admirals, there was not one 
-word faid, in any of the warm and bitter pamphlets of thofe times, to the prejudice of 
Mr. Benbow. On the contrary, the higheft praifes were beftowed upon him in many of 
thofe pieces, and his vigilance and aftivity made him equally the darling of the feamea 
and the merchants ; the former giving him always the ftrongeft marks of their affedtion, 
and the latter frequently returning him thanks for the fignal fervices he did them, and for 
omitting no opportunity that offered, of protecting their commerce, even in cafes where 
he had no particular orders to diredt or to require his fervice (g). But we are to confider 
thefe paflages as inftances only of his merit and their gratitude, and not imagine them 
any degree owing to his affecting popularity, which was by no means the cafe. He 
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was a plain downright feaman, and fpoke and afted upon all occafions without any refpedt 
of perfons, and with the utmoft freedom [CJ. 

After 
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[C] Without any refpeel of perfons, and with the 
utmoft freedom*} At this time the nation was diftratted 
by factions, and in moll public offices there was a 
great deal of that fort of influence, which, however 
cfeful it might be to private families, was very fatal 
to the public, and in nothing more fo than in the ma- 
nagement of the navy, which occafioned very loud 
and general complaints throughout the kingdom. 
The Earl of Torrington, who was at the head of the 
navy, immediately after the Revolution found ways 
and means to gain fo ftrong an intereft in the fleet, 
that it was judged by many inconfiftent with the pub- 
lic fafety. After this, Admiral Ru/Tel, who in pro- 
cefs of time was created Earl of Orford, came to have 
the dire&ion of our naval affairs, and in point of in- 
fluence followed the fame ileps with his predeceflbr 
(10) Burnet** (io)« It does pot at all appear that our Rear-Admi- 
Hi (lory of his ral was much obliged to either of thefe great perfons, 
own Times, b ut ra ther owed his flag to his own merit and the ge- 
Vol, *i. p. 195* ^ 0 


neral voice of the feamen, which was the reafon that 
he never attached himfelf to any party : and, to fay 
the truth, politics were never his ltudy ; fo that if he 
wanted the fupport of any facYion, he ftood likewife 
unexpofed to oppofition : both fides treated him ci- 
villy, confidered him as a good and ufeful officer, and 
as an able feaman (11). The King confulted him (n) See Bur- 
about a famous queftion of thofe times, which was as chefs Naval 
to the expediency of preferring Tars, as they were Hlfto 7> P' 59 
called, or Gentlemen in the Navy ; and though Mr. 
Benbow confidered himfelf, and was confidered by all 
the world, as one of the former, yet he told the King 
it was fafeft to employ both, and that the danger lay 
in preferring Gentlemen without merit, and Tars be- 
yond their capacities (12). He interefted himfelf (12) Life of 
upon all occafions in favour of the failors ; and as he Vice-Admiral 
always ufed them well while a private Captain, fo, Bcnbovv ' 
after he was promoted to the rank of a Flag-Officer, 
he was con flan tly their patron, which made him much 

beloved 
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After the concluding of the peace of Ryfwick, and even while the partition treaties 
were negotiating, King William forced a defign of doing fomething very confiderable 
in the Weft-Indies, in cafe his pacific views fhould be difappointed, or Charles II. of 
Spain fhould die fuddenly, as was daily expetfted. There were, indeed, many reafons, 
which rendered the fending a fquadron at that time into thofe parts highly ufeful 
and requifite. Our colonies were in a very weak and defencelefs condition, the feas 
(Warmed with pirates, the Scots had eftabliflied a colony at Darien, which, very un- 
luckily for them, gave the Englifti little fatisfa&ion, at the fame time that it provoked 
the Spaniards very much (£). King William himfelf fixed upon Rear- Admiral Ben- 
bow to command this fquadron, which proved but a very fmall one, as confiding only 
of three fourth-rates ; and when he went to take upon him his command, he received 
private inftruftions from the King to make the bed obfervations he could on the Spa- 
nifh ports and fettlements, but to keep as fair as poffible with the Governors and 
to afford them any afliftance he could, if they defired it. He was, likewife, inftrutfed 
to watch the galleons 5 for the King of Spain, Charles II., was then thought to be in 
a dying condition (/). Rear- Admiral Benbow failed in the month of November 1698, 
and did not arrive in the Weft-Indies till the February following, where he found things 
in a very indifferent fituation. Mod of our colonies were in a bad condition, many of 
them engaged in warm difputes with their Governors, the forces that fhould have been 
kept up in them for their defence fo reduced by ficknefs, defertion, and other accidents, 
that little or nothing was to be expedted from them : but the Admiral carried with him 
Colonel Collingwood's regiment, which he difpofed of to the beffc advantage in the 
Leeward I (lands (k). This part of his charge being executed, he began to think of 
performing the other part of his commiffion, and of looking into the ftate of the Spanifh 
affairs, as it had been recommended to him by the King ; and a proper occafion of doing 
this very fpeedily offered : for being informed, that the Spaniards at Carthagena had 
feized two of our fhips, with an intent to employ them in an expedition they were then 
meditating again ft the Scots at Darien, he, like a brave and public-fpirited Com- 
mander, as he really was, refolved to prevent ir, and reftore thofe fhips to their right 
owners. With this view, he flood over to the Spanifh coaft, and coming before Bocca- 
chica cattle, he fent his men afhore for wood and water, which though he alked with great 
civility of the Spanifh Governor, he would fcarcely permit him to take. This highly 
nettled the Admiral, who thereupon fent his own Lieutenant to the Governor, with a 
meffage importing, that he not only wanted thofe neceflaries, but that he came likewife 
for three Englifh fhips that lay in the harbour, and had been detained there for fome 
time, which, if not fent to him immediately, he would come and take by force. The 
Governor anfwered him in very refpedlful terms, that if he would leave his prefent ftation, 
in which he feemed to block up their port, the fhips fhould be fent out to him. With 
this requeft the Admiral complied-, but finding the Governor trifled with him, and that 
his men were in danger of falling into the country diftemper, which they doubted the 
Spanifh Governor forefaw, he fent him another mefTage, that if in twenty-four hours the 
fhips were not fent him, he would come and fetch them ; and that if he kept them longer 
than that time, he would have an opportunity of feeing the regard an Englifh officer had 
to his word. The Spaniards, however, did not think fit to make the experiment, but fent 
out the fhips within the time, with which the Admiral returned to Jamaica. There 
he received an account, that the Spaniards at Porto- Bello had feized feveral of our fhips 
employed in the flave-trade, on the old pretence, that the fettlement at Darien was a 
breach of peace. At the defire of the parties concerned, the Admiral failed thither alfo, 
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beloved by them. He very feldom interefled himfelf 
in preferments ; and where it was in his own power to 
beftow them, he always confidered long fervice and 
merit. His acquaintance with the merchants, and 
having been bred in their fervice, gave him a great 
concern for commerce ; and, therefore, he always 
preferred fecuring our own merchant- fhips to the 
making prizes : he was a great enemy to privateers, 
becaufe he thought they ruined difcipline, and, after 
a war was over, feldom failed of producing pirates. 
He never had any great interefl at court, nor did he 
afFec~t it ; but when his judgment was alked, he gave 
it very freely, and fometimes gave it unafked to the 
Lords of the Admiralty (13). He had a very high 
notion of the Englifh naval power, and always 
thought that we were a great over-match for the 
French, He had a better opinion than moll other 
feamen of the bombarding the coafts of France ; and 
it was obfervable, that none of thofe expeditions fuc- 
ceeded fo well as that under his direction. He knew 
the importance of deftroying Dunkirk, and, there- 
fore, he was for encouraging all attempts for that pur- 
pofe, in which he expofed his perfon very freely ; but 
it appears from feveral papers, that he had no great 
opinion of blocking up that port, efpecially with large 
fhips, and therefore more than once propofed the 
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keeping a convenient number of light clean frigates 
conftantly upon that Ration. He fometimes differed 
with the Dutch, but never quarrelled with their com- 
manders, imputing their flownefs to their orders, and 
the bad condition of their mips to fome diforders in 
their government. On the other hand, the Dutch 
had a very good opinion of him, and fpoke of him as 
a very vigilant and active officer in their Gazettes and 
public papers. He looked upon difcipline as a point 
of the greater! confequence, efpecially amongfl offi- 
cers ; and in this there were many who thought him a 
little too fevere ; but he very early forefaw the mif- 
chiefs that mufl follow from any relaxation of difci- 
pline amongfl: commanders, and that it would have 
confequences very fatal to the public fervice (14). 
He was the more Ariel in this refpeel, becaufe he was 
never wanting in his own example, fpending his whole 
time in his duty ; and when others alleged that there 
mufl be fome leifure for amufement, djverfion, and 
going afhore to their friends, and about bufinefs, his 
anfwer was, Why Jhould people <wbo have other bufinefs > 
or love being on Jhore, think of going to fea P But this 
condud, however right in itfelf, raifed him many 
enemies, and indeed all the enemies he had ; and 
which, as will appear in the fequel, proved fatal to 
his life. 
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and demanded thefe (hips, but received a furly anfwer from the Admiral of the Barlovento 
fleet, who happened to be then at Porto-Bello. Rear- Admiral Benbow cxpollulatcd with 
him on this head, infilling, that as the fubjefts of the crown of England had never injured 
thofe of his Catholic Majefty, he ought not to make prize of their (hips for injuries done 
by another nation. The Spaniards replied (hrewdly, that fince both crowns ftood on 
the fame head, it was no wonder that he took the fubjefts of the one crown for the other. 
After many altercations, however, and when the Spaniards faw that the colony at Darien 
received no affiftance from Jamaica, the (hips were, with much to do, rcftorcd.^. 
The Admiral, in the mean time, failed in queft of one Kidd, a pirate, who had done a 
great deal of milchief in the Eaft and Weft Indies, and of whom, hereafter, we fhali 
in the notes fpeak more largely. On his return to Jamaica, towards the latter end of 
the year, he received a fupply of provifions from bngland, and, foon after, orders to 
return home, which he did with fix men of war, taking New England in his way, and 
arrived fafe (*»), bringing with him from the Plantations fufficient teftimorties of his 
having difcharged his duty, which fecured him from all danger of cenfure, though the 
Houfe of Commons expreffed very high refentment at fome circumftances that attended 
the fending this fleet. But in regard to the Adnhiral, the greateft compliments were paid 
to his courage, capacity, and integrity, by all parties ; and the King, as a fignal mark of 
his kind acceptance of all his fervices, granted him an augmentation of arms y which con- 
fided in adding to the three Bent Botvs^ he already bore, as many Arrows ; which fingle aft 
of royal favour fufliciently deftroys the foolifh report of his being of mean extradion (/;). 
Kis conduit in this expedition raifed him fo much in the King's efteem, that he confulted 
him as much or more than any man of his rank, and yet without making the Admiral 
himfelf vain, or expofing him in any degree to the diilike of the IVlinifters [Dj. It may 
be eafily imagined, that, in the time the Rear Admiral ipent in the Weft-Indies, the face 
of affairs was much changed : indeed fo much they were changed, that the King was forced 
to think of a new war, though he was fenfible the nation fuffered feverely from the effects 
of the old one. His fir It care therefore was, to put his fleet into the beft order poflible, 
and to diftribute the commands therein to officers that he could depend upon; and to 
this it was that Mr. Benbow owed his being promoted to the rank of Vice- Admiral of 
the Blue (0). He was at that time cruizing off Dunkirk, in order to prevent, what was 
then much dreaded here, an invafion. There was as yet no war declared between the two 
crowns, but this was held to be no fecurity againft France j and it was no fooner known 
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[Z>] In any degree to the dijlike of the MiniftersJ\ 
It has been before owned, and, indeed, there could 
have been no juftice done this gentleman's character 
without owning it, that he was no politician or cour-. 
tier, and furely he was ftill lefs a pretender to patriot- 
ism or popularity : but yet fuch a charm there is in 
truth, and a confeientious regard to duty, that he 
came home in the good graces of all parties, without 
having in the lead ftudied to oblige any of them. It 
muft be confeffed, that many accidents concurred to 
render this expedition of his fo remarkable ; but it 
may be likewife averred, that it was his conduct 
turned them all to his advantage. His care and dili- 
gence in vifiting the Plantations, and not barely vifit- 
ing them, but inquiring into their wants, and yield- 
ing them all the affiftance and relief that was in his 
power, gained him a great reputation in the Welt- 
Indies, and with all who had any concerns in that 
part of the world. His vigilance in purfuing pirates, 
and his recovering fo many mips out of the hands of 
the Spaniards, recommended him to the merchants. 
The whole nation of Scotland thought themfelves 
obliged, by the pains he took to thwart the Spanifh 
expedition again It Darien ; and nothing could be 
more grateful to the people of England, than the fpirit 
he had fhewn in fupporting the honour of the Englifh 
Flag. We have a ftrong proof of his difmtereiled 
zeal for juftice, and concern for the honour of his 
country, in the readinefs with which, at the requell 
of the Governor of one of our Colonies, he went to 
expoftulate with a Danifti commander for giving fhel- 
ter to, and entering into commerce with, pirates, 
contrary to the ftrict rules of honour, as well as to the 
law of nations. The fact is very clearly fet down by 
one who was well acquainted with it, and is remark- 
(15) Burhet's able enough to deferve our notice (15). * At the 
Naval Hiftory, « requeft of the Prefident of the Council of Nevis, he 
P- 579' * failed to the ifland of St. Thomas, inhabited chiefly, 

* if not altogether, by fubje&s of Denmark, and de- 

* manded by wha* authority they bore the flag of that 

* nation on Crab Ifland, fince it appertained to the 
1 King of England, his mailer. He alfo let the Go- 

* vernor know, that it was not agreeable to the law 

* of nations to trade with pirates (it being evident 

* that he had filtered great part of Kidd's effects to 


' be landed at that port), and demanded of him all 

* fubjects of England who were non-refjdent there. 
' The Governor feemed furprifed at his making any 
4 objections to the Flag, and infilled that the ifland 

* whereon it flew was actually the King of Den- 
< mark's. The port, he faid, was free; and fince 

* the Brandenburgh factors had received part of 

* Kidd's effects, he could by no means moleit, but, 

* on the contrary, was obliged to protect them. He 
f averred, that there were not any of the fubjects of 

* England on the ifland, Captain Sharpe, a noted 
' pirate, only excepted, who was confined for mifde- 

* meanors, and having fworn allegiance to the King 

* of Denmark, could not juftinably be delivered up; 

* fo that the Rear- Admiral was obliged to defift, for 
€ his inllructions did not empower him to act in an 
1 hoflile manner'.' Some other men, when veiled 
with fuch a command, might have taken it ill from 
a provifional Governor of a little colony, to be thus 
directed in the difcharge of their duty : but the Vice- 
Admiral had quite another notion of things, and nei- 
ther pretended to knowledge that he had not, nor 
thought himfelf above taking the opinion, or follow- 
ing the advice, of fuch as he had reafon to judge 
might have a better opportunity of underftanding 
things than he. There had happened in his abfence 
a considerable change in King William's miniftry : 
but that no way affected the fortune of our Com- 
mander; for as he was the creature of no miniftry, 
fo, as it was very natural, every adminillration was 
very well pleafed to reap the benefit of his fervices ; 
and this was the reafon, that when it foon after ap- 
peared requiflte, and even abfolutely neceflhry, to 
fend another fquadron into thofe feas, as well to look 
after our own affairs, as to be in a condition to attack 
the French whenever a war broke out, the new mi- 
niftry immediately thought of Mr. Benbow, as a man 
not only well qualified for that fcrvice, but jtfhWe 
reputation was fo well eftablifhed, that they ran no 
kind of hazard in recommending him to that poll, 
though it was then judged, 'and with good reafon, a 
thing of the laft confequence, and upon which the 
fuccefs of the war might in a great meafure depend, 
or at leaft the length of it, in cafe we had been fo 

lucky as to have feized the galleons (16). ( l6 ^ Bu, ffi 
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that they were fitting out a flout fquadron at Dunkirk, than it was firmly believed to be 
inrended to cover a defcent. Vice- Admiral Benbow fatisfied the Miniftry, that there was 
no danger on this fide; and then it was refolved to profecute, without delay, the projects 
formerly concerted, in order to difappoint the French in their views upon the Spanifh 
fncceflion : and to facilitate this, it was thought necefiary to fend immediately a ftrong 
fquadron to the Weft Indies. This fquadron was to confilt of two third-rates, and eight 
fourths, which was as great a ftrength as could be at that time fpared ; and it was thought 
perfectly requifite that ic fhould be under the command of an officer, whole courage and 
condudt might be relied or), and whofe experience might give the world a good opinion 
of the choice made of him for this command, upon the right management of which, it was 
believed the fucccf of the approaching war would in a great mcalurc depend (p). Mr. Ben- (p) complete 
bow was thought on by the Miniftry as foon as the expedition was determined, but the King ™* or y of En *' 
would not hear of it. He faid that Benbow was in a manner juft come home from thence, Lifc of King 
where he had met with nothing bur difficulties, and therefore it was but fit fome other 
officer fhould take his turn. One or two were named and coniulted; but either their 
health or their affairs were in fuch dilbrder, that they moft earneftly defired to be ex- 
cufed (q). Upon which the King faid merrily to fome of his Minifters, alluding to the 
drefs and appearance of thefe gentlemen, Well then, I find we muft /pare our iJeaus, and 
fend heneji Benbow. His Majelty accordingly lent for him upon this occafion, and afked 
him, whether he was willing to go to the Welt-Indies ? affuring him, that if he was not, he 
would not take it at all amifs if he defired to be excufed. Mr. Benbow anfwered bluntly, 
that he did not underftand fuch compliments ; that he thought he had no right to chute 
his ftation ; and that if his Majefty thought fit to fend him to the Eaft or Weft Indies, 
or any where elfe, he would cheerfully execute his orders as became him (r). Thus the 
matter was lettled in very few words, and the command of the Weft-India fquadron 
conferred, without any mixture of envy, on our Vice-Admiral Benbow. To conceal 
the defign of this fquadron, but, above all, to prevent the French from having any juft 
notion of its force, Sir George kooke, then Admiral of the fleet, had orders to convoy 
it as far as the lfles of Scilly, and to fend a ftrong fquadron with it t hence, to fee it well 
into the lea-, all which he punctually performed : fo that Admiral Benbow departed in 
the month of October 1701, the world in general 


/YjSeenote[-E]. 


fiv) Taken 
from the Journal 
of this Voyage. 


(r) From the 
lime informa- 
tion. 


believing that 


he 


was 


gone 


with 


Sir John Munden, who commanded the fquadron that accompanied him into the Medi- 
terranean i and to render this more credible, the Dutch Minifter at Madrid was ordered 
to demand the free ufe of all the Spanilh ports, which was accordingly performed (s). 
As foon as it was known in England that Vice-Admiral Benbow was iailed with ten 
Ihips only for the Weft-Indies, and it was difcovered that the great armament at Brcft 
was intended for the fame part of the world, a mighty clamour was raifed here at home, 
as if he had been fent to be facrificed, and heavy reflections were made upon the inadtivity 
of our grand fleet (/) ; whereas, in truth, the whole affair had been conduded with all 
imaginable prudence, and the Vice-Admiral had as confiderable a fquadron, as, all things 
maturely weighed, it was, in that critical jundture, thought poftible to be fpareu («). 
It is certain that King William formed great hopes of this expedition, knowing well 
that Mr. Benbow would execute, with the greateft fpirit and punctuality, the inftruftions 
he had received, which were, to engage the Spanifh Governors, if poftible, to difown 
King Philip-, or in cafe that could not be brought about, to make himfeJf mafter of the 
galleons (w). In this defign it is plain that the Admiral would have fucceeded, notwith- 
ftanding the fmallnefs of his force, if his officers had done their duty; and it is no lefs 
certain, that the anxiety the Vice Admiral was under about the execution of his orders, 
was the principal reafon for his maintaining fo ftri£t a difcipline, which proved unluckily 
the occafion of his coming to an untimely end. Yet there is no reafon to cenfure either 
the King's projedt, or the Admiral's conduct : both were right in themfelves, though 
neither was attended with the fuccefs they deferved, which is too often the cafe, even of 
the beft concerted expeditions [£]. The French had the fame reafons that we had, to 

be 
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[J?] Which is too often the cafe, even of the hejl con- 
certed expeditions.} We need not wonder that great 
complaints were made, as to the management of thefe 
affairs at this juncture, when we find that even fo 
great a man as Bifhop Burnet is pleafed to fay of the 
tran factions of this year, ' That our fleets lay all this 
* fummer idle in thofe feas, while the French had 
c many fquadrons lay in the Spanifh Ports, and in the 
(17) Hiftory of « Weft-Indies (17).' He did not certainly confider, 
bis own Times, t ^ at as ve t there was no war declared ; that the French 
Vol. ii. p. 2SS. YJ\r\g had procured a Neutrality in Germany; that 
things were far from being fettled between us and our 
Allies abroad, and the minds of the people and their 
reprefentatives much farther from being fettled at 
home ; fo that the only ufe that could be made of the 
fleet, was to amufe the French and Spaniards, to dif- 
turb and diftraft their meafures, and to put things 
into the beft method for acting when war fhould be 
actually declared. But to make this matter itill 


clearer, we will give the reader a paragraph from a 
very popular pamphlet publifhed at that time, in 
which this matter is fet in the ftrongeft light that an- 
gry people could reprefent it (18). ■ A new war, ( lS ) The 
( fays he, I believe to be unavoidable, and we are Condition of the 
' much beholden to the laft Parliament that we are Englifh Navy, 
1 not entered into it already; and fo become the Lond. 1702, 4«fj 

< Fight-alls, the Pay-alls, and the Lofe-alls of Eu- P' 2+3 ** 
' rope, as we have hitherto been. But if we have a 

' war managed as was the laft, we had better fpend a 
' little money in bombs and chains to fecure our mips 

* in harbour, than to fend them abroad to lofe our 
c money, lofe our reputation, and not fecure our 

< trade. I cannot perfuade myfelf that the Parlia- 

* ment of England will ever more fend the native 
4 ftrength of their country abroad in other people's 
f quarrels, and to be at the charge of levies, cloath- 
' ing, arms, and tranfportation, to put their own 

* liberties in ^danger at home by a {landing army, 

4 * when 
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be very attentive to what palled in the Weft-Indies j and it muft be acknowledged, that 
they prorecincd their defigns with great wifdom and circumfpeftion and, which is very 
extraordinary, they fo contrived as to fend for this purpofe a force much fupenor to 
W ^-.ncy, Hi- Q urs (x\ which however would have availed them little, if Admiral Benbow s officers had 
tt"$'£? been of the iame ftamp with himfelf : But it fo fell out, that he Ihewed much more con- 
ftoircde France, duft than even his friends expefted, and his officers lefs courage than any bngliihmen 
J£Ttff fto " ever did, which gave an advantage to the French, that their own ichemes, though clofely 
laid, could never otherwife have obtained IF]. Admiral Benbow's fquadron, confifting 
of two third and ei^ht fourth races, arrived at Barbadoes on the third of November 1701, 
from whence he faifed to the Leeward-I (lands, in order to examine the ftate of the French 
colonies and our own. He found the former in fome confufion, and the latter in fo good 
a fituation, that he thought he ran no hazard in leaving them to go to Jamaica, where, 
when he arrived, his fleet was in fo good a condition, the Admiral, officers, and feamen 
being moft of them uied to the climate, that he had not occafion to fend above ten men 
to the Hofpital, which was looked upon as a very extraordinary thing (y)^ There he OJ^^o^ 
received advice of two French fquadrons being arrived in the Weft-Indies, which alarmed zette ' °' 32 ' 
the inhabitants of that ifland and of Barbadoes very much. After taking care, as far as 
his ftrength would permit, of both places, he formed a defign of attacking Petit Guavas ; 
but before he could execute it, he had intelligence, that Monfieur Du Ca fie was in the 
neighbourhood of Hifpaniola, with a fquadron of French fhips, with an intent to fettle 
the Affiento in favour of the French, and to deftroy the Englifti and Dutch trade for 


* when they have done the bufinefs of our Allies 

* abroad. The men we loft, and the money we 

* fpentin the late war, as alfo how hard it was to get 
' them difbanded, in oppofition to the intereft of men 
S that wanted them to fupport their titles to their ille- 

* gal grants and ill-gotten gain, is too frefh in our 
4 memories ever to* bring ourfelves under the like 
4 hardfhips. I forefee now, that the war will be at fea, 

* and we have but a very ill omen of fuccefs from the 

* lait fummer's expedition of our fleet : our modern 
c Whigs, in their Legion letters, and Kentifh Peti- 

* tion, exclaimed againft the Parliament, becaufe 
' they raifed no more money. But I hope thofe folk, 
4 if they have any brains or honefty, are now fenfible 
1 of their groundlefs complaint, when they find how 

* little has been done for what was there raifed. 

* They gave one million five hundred thoufand 

* pounds for the fleet for this fummer's expedition ; 

* and what has been the effect ? The whole fleet 

* went to convoy Benbow in his way to the Weft-In- 

* dies, and while they were gone, our modern Whigs 

* boafted of the conduct, and built caftles in the air, 

* to hold the money they would bring home in the 
4 Spanilh galleons: but in a fhort time we found 

* them all at Spithead, except a few fhips that pro- 
4 ceeded with Benbow to the Weft-Indies, where, if 

* they be not Talmajbed, they have good fortune. 

* Would it not have tended much to the good of the 

* Empire, and to tlfe ilrengthcning of the confede- 
4 racy for England, to have had a good fquadron this 
4 Summer in the Streights, which might have ani- 

* mated the Neapolitans in the Emperor's intereft, and 

* fo diflieartened the French party, that in all proba- 

* bility Naples had been in the Emperor's hands.' 
At this diftance of time we can fee plainly that there 
is very little, either of fenfe or honefty, in thefe ob- 
jections. In the beginning of the paragraph a new 
war is unavoidable, in the fpeaker's judgment, (for 
this panphlct is a dialogue) unneceflary ; but the 
fleet's inactivity is a crime for all this, and fending 
Benbow a crime likewife : but, worft of all, our not 
fending a fleet to the Mediterranean, though the fend- 
ing and keeping fleets there in the laft war, is moll: 
bitterly inveighed againft through the whole pam- 
phlet. 

[F] Their own febemes, though clofely laid, could 
never otherivi/c have obtained J\ It is impoflible to 
form a right judgment of the conduct of Admiral 
Benbow in this expedition, without knowing what 
meafurcs were taken, with refpect to the affairs of the 
Weft-Indies, by the French, who, as foon as they re- 
folvcd to accept the Will of Charles II., in favour of 
the Duke of Anjou, immediately projected the fend- 
ing a fquadron, with all forts of neceflaries, to the 
Spanifh Weft-Indies ; and the perfon they made choice 
of for this command was M. Du Cafle, Governor of 
St. Domingo: but before he could be fent upon this 
fervice, it was requifite to have the con fent of the 
Spaniards, who, though they could not but be fenfi- 
fcle of their own weaknefs, had notwithftanding fo 


ftrong an averflon to the French, that it was forefeen 
they would make a great difficulty of accepting their 
aiiiftance; and therefore M. Du Cafle was difpatched 
to Madrid to fettle all thefe points, which in fome 
time, and with much pains, he did (19). But after (i^Quincy, 
the Spanifh nobility had once given their confent, HiftoireMiti- 
that this fquadron mould be received in the Spanifh tairc. 
ports of America, they were continually prefling the 
French to have it fent thither. The French miniftry 
forefaw what would come to pafs, and therefore had 
taken care to have a fquadron ready at Breft, confift- 
ing of five fhips of the Line, and feveral large veflels 
laden with arms and ammunition, which, under the 
command of the Marquis de Coetlogon, in the month 
of April, 1701, failed for the Spanifh Weft-Indies; 
and on the 20th of October the Count de Chateau 
Renaud failed with fourteen fhips of the Line, and 
fixteen frigates, to meet the galleons that were fup- 
pofed to be already departed from the Havanna, un- 
der the efcort of the Marquis de Coetlogon ; and after 
all this, M. Du Cafle likewife failed with his fqua- 
dro'n ; from whence the Englifh reader will eafily fee, 
that as Admiral Benbow received no fupplies, he was 
likely to have been crufhed by the fuperior power of 
the enemy, and that extraordinary diligence which 
was ufed to flrengthen and fupport them (20). Yet (20) Burchct'i 
the French authors themfelves own, that all the great Naval Hifiory, 
projects they had formed for attacking Jamaica and p * 593' 
the Leeward Iflands, and even for driving the Eng- 
lifh out of moft of their pofleflions in America, were 
entirely difappointed and defeated ; and inftead of 
finding themfelves in any condition of executing them 
as they expected, they were obliged to act upon the 
defensive : and the Dutch writers of thofe times ex- 
prefsly fay, after all their bluftering, the Englifli 
Admiral, with a fmall fquadron, remained a long 
time mafter in thofe feas, alarmed and infulted the 
French fettlements in Hifpaniola, took a great num- 
ber of prizes, and fo effectually protected the Britifh 
commerce, that, notwithftanding the great fuperio- 
rity of the French, they were not able to do any 
thing confiderable (21). Thefe teftimonies fuflici- (n) Mercure 
ently fhew what mighty things the naval force of this Hiftorique pour 
country is able to perform when conducted by an ac- 17®*, 
tive and experienced officer, who has the intereft of 
his country at heart, and on whom our colonies can 
fafely place their dependance. This was certainly the 
cafe with refpect to our Admiral, who never had any 
differences with the Governors in the Weft-Indies, or 
difputes with the inhabitants or merchants, which 
after his death proved fo fatal to the fervice in that 
part of the world, as the reader may find not only in 
our general and naval Hiftories, but alfo in the re- 
presentations from the Houfe of Lords, and in the 
addrefles and votes of the Houfe of Commons, com- 
plaining of the bad behaviour of feveral fubfequent 
Commanders, whence it may be eafily conceived how 
great a lofs the public had, by the untimely death of 
this brave and worthy officer. 

Negroes. 
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Negroes (z). Upon this he detached Rear-Admiral Whetftone in purfuit of him, and 
on the eleventh of July 1702, he failed from Jamaica, in order to have joined che Rear- 
Admiral, but having intelligence that*Du Caffe was expefted at Leogaac, on the north 
fide of Hifpaniola, he plied for that port, before which he arrived on the twenty-feventh. 
Not far from the town he perceived feveral (hips at anchor, and one under fail, who fent 
out her boat to difcover his ftrength, which coming too near was taken ; from the crew of 
which they learned, that there were fix merchant fhips in the port, and that the fhip they 
belonged to was a man of war of fifty guns, which the Admiral pre fifed fo hard* that 
the Captain feeing no probability of efcaping, ran the fhip on fhore and blew her up. 
On the twenty-eighth the Admiral came before the town, where he found a fhip of about 
eighteen guns hauled under the fortifications, which however did not hinder his burning 
her. The reft of the fhips had failed before day, in order to get into a better harbour, 
viz. Cul de Sac. But fome of our (hips between them and that port, took three of them 
and funk a fourth {a). The Admiral, after alarming Petit Guavas, which he found it 
impoffible to attack, failed for Donna Maria Bay, where he continued till the tenth of 
Auguft, when, having received advice that Monfieur Du Caffe was failed for Carthagena, 
and from thence was to fail to Porto Bello, he refolved to follow him, and accordingly 
failed that day for the Spanifli coaft of Santa Martha (b). On the nineteenth of Augutt 
in the afternoon, he difcovered ten fail near that place, lieering weftward along the fhore 
under their top-fails, four of them from fixty to feventy guns, one a great Dutch built 
fhip of about thirty or forty, another full of foldiers, three fmall veffels, and a floop. 
The Vice- Admiral coming up with them, about four the engagement began. He had 
difpofed his line of battle in the following manner, viz. the Defiance, Pendennis, Wind- 
for, Breda, Greenwich, Ruby, and Falmouth. But two of thefe fhips, the Defiance 
and Windfor, did not ft and above two or three broadfides before they loofed out of 
gun-fhot, fo that the two fternmoft fhips of the enemy lay on tl e Admiral, and gauled 
him very much, nor did the fhips in the rear come up to his affiftance with the diligence 
they ought to have done U). The fight lafted however till dark, and though the firing 
then ceaied, the Vice-Admiral kept them company all night. The next morning at 
break of day he was near the French fhips, but none of his fqtudron except the Ruby 
was with him, the . reft being three, four, or five miles a-ftern. Notwithftanding this, 
the French did not fire a gun at the Vice-Admiral, though he was within their reach. 
At two in the afternoon the French drew into a line, though at the fame time they made 
what fail they could without fighting. However the Vice-Admiral and the Ruby kept 
them company all night, plying their chafe guns. Thus the Vice-Admiral continued 
purfuing, and at fome times fkirmifhing with the enemy, for four days more, but was 
never duly feconded by feveral of the fhips of his fquadron (d). The twenty-third, 
about noon, the Admiral took from them a fmall Englifh fhip, called the Anne Galley, 
which they had taken off of Lifbon \ and the Ruby being difabled, he ordered her to 
Port Royal. About eight at night the whole fquadron was up with the Vice-Admiral, 
and the enemy not two miles off. There was now a profpedt of doing fomething, and 
the Vice-Admiral made the beft of his way after them-, but his whole fquadron, except 
the Falmouth, fell a-ftern again. At two in the morning, the twenty-fourth, the Vice- 
Admiral came up with the enemy's fternmoft fhip, and fired his broadfide, which was 
returned by the French fhip very brifkly, and about three the Vice-Admiral's right-leg 
was broken to pieces by a chain fhot (e). In this condition he was carried down to be 
drefled, and while the furgeon was at work, one of his Lieutenants expreffed great forrow 
for the lofs of his leg, upon which the Admiral faid to him, I am forry for it too, but I 
had rather have loft them both, than have feen this diJJjcnour brought upon the Englijh nation. 
Buty do ye hear, if another fhot fhould take me of, behave like brave men and fight it out (f). 
As foon as it was practicable, he caufed himfelf to be carried up, and placed, with his 
cradle, upon the quarter-deck, and continued the fight till day. They then difcovered 
the ruins of one of the enemy's fhips, that carried feventy guns, her main-yard down and 
fhot to pieces, her fore top fail-yard fhot away, her mizen-maft (hot by the board, all 
her rigging gone, and her fides tore to pieces. The Admiral, foon after, difcovered the 
enemy ftanding towards him with a ftrong gale of wind. The Windfor, Pendennis, and 
Greenwich, a* head of the enemy, came to the leeward of the difabled fhip, fired their 
broadfides, pafled her, and ftood to the fouthward. Then came the Defiance, fired 
part of her broadfide, when the difabled fhip returning about twenty guns, the Defiance 
put her helm a- weather, and run away right before the wind, lowered both her top-fails, 
and ran in to the leeward of the Falmouth, without any regard to the fignal of battle. 
The enemy feeing the other two fhips ftand to the fouthward, expedled they would have 
tacked and ftood towards them, and therefore they brought their heads to the northward, 
but when they faw thofe fhips did not tack, they immediately bore down upon the Ad- 
miral, and ran between their difabled fhip and him, and poured in all their fhot, by 
which they brought down his main top-fail-yard, and fhattered his rigging very much, 
none of the other fhips being near him, or taking the kaft notice of his lignals, though 
Captain Fogg ordered two guns to be fired at the fhip's head, in order to put them in 
mind of their duty. The French, feeing things in this condition, brought to, and lay 
by their own difabled fhip, remanned, and took her into tow (g). The Breda's rigging 
Vol, II. T c being 
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being much fluttered, (he was forced to lie by till fen o'clock, and being then refitted, 
the Admiral ordered the Captain to purfue the enemy, then about three miles to the lee- 
ward, his line of battle fignal out all the while-, and Captain Fogg, by the Admiral's 
orders, fent to the other Captains, to order them to keep the line and behave like men. 
Upon this Captain Kirkby came on board the Admiral, and told him, He bad better defift y 
that the French were very Jlrong y and that from what had faffed he might guefs, he could make 
nothing of it. The brave Admiral Benbow, more furpnicd at this language, than at all 
that had hitherto happened, faid very calmly, that this was but one man's opinion, and 
therefore made a fignal for the reft of the Captains to come on board, which they did in 
obedience to his orders, but when they came, they fell too eafily into Captain Kirkby's 
fentiments, and, in conjunction with him, figned a paper, importing, that y as he had 
before told the Admiral, there was nothing more to be done-, though at this very time they 
had the faireft opportunity imaginable of taking or deftroying the enemy's whole fqua- 
dron : for ours confided then of one ftiip of feventy guns, one of fixty-four, one of fixty, 
and three of fifty, their yards, marts, and in general all their tackle in as good condition 
as could be expected, the Admiral's own (hip excepted, in which their lofs was confider- 
ablej but in the reft they had eight only killed and wounded, nor were they in any want 
of ammunition neceflary to continue the fight. The enemy, on the other hand, had but 
four (hips of between fixty and feventy guns, one of which was entirely difabled and in 
tow, and all the reft very roughly handled ; fo that even now, if thefe officers had done 
their duty, it is morally certain they might have taken them all (h). But Vice- Admiral 
Benbow, feeing himfelf abfolutely without fupport (his own Captain having figned the 
paper before mentioned), determined to give over the fight, and to return to Jamaica, 
though he could not help declaring openly, that it was againft his own fentiments, in pre- 
judice to the public fervice, and the greateft difhonour that had ever befallen the Englifli 
navy (/). The French, glad of their efcape, continued their courfe towards the Spaniih 
coafts, and the Englifli fquadron foon arrived fafe in Port- Royal harbour, where, as foon 
as the Vice-Admiral came on fhore, he ordered the officers who had fo fcandaloufly mif- 
behaved, to be brought out of their (hips and confined, and immediately after directed a 
commiffion to Rear- Admiral Whetftone to hold a Court- Martial for their trial, which was 
accordingly done, and upon the fulleft and cleareft evidence that could be delired, fome 
of the moft guilty were condemned, and fuffered according to their deferts (k) [G] Some 

of 


[G] The moft guilty 'were condemned \ and fuffered 
according to their deferts.'] The Vice-Admiral, upon 
his arrival at Jamaica, thought it a thing of the laft 
importance to feeure the fhips under his command, 
by bringing thofe officers immediately to a trial whofe 
fidelity he had fo much reafon to fufpett ; and there- 
fore he iflued a commiffion to Captain Whetftone, 
whom he had appointed Rear- Admiral of his fqua- 
dron, to hold a Court-Martial for the trial of the 
offenders, which he accordingly did, and nobody 
made the leaft fcruple of a cling under that authority, 
though it has been doubted whether he had a power 
to grant fuch a commiffion ; and Mr. Secretary Bur- 
chet is very clear he could not, for he fays exprefsly, 
that he had no authority to delegate his power to an- 
other: but the Admiral it feems thought othervvife, 
and believed it more agreeable to the rules of juftice 
and common-fenfe, to delegate his power to another, 
than to acl as judge, party, and witnefs himfelf ; and 
I believe moft people, who confider the cafe, will be 
rather of the Admiral's than of the Secretary's opi- 
nion, who, though he probably intended no more 
than to cenfure poor Vice-Admiral Benbow for pre- 
ferring juftice and humanity to form, yet, if his cen- 
fure hath any force, it falls upon the Queen and the 
whole nation, by whom the proceedings of that Court- 
Martial were ratified, and the criminals put to death 
upon their fentence. But be that as it will, the 
Court-Martial thus appointed was held on board her 
Majefty's fhip the Breda, in Port-Royal Harbour, on 
the 8 th, 9th, 10th, and 1 2th days of October, 1702, 
wherein the following gentlemen fat. 

PRESIDENT, 

William Whetftone, Efq; Rear-Admiral for her Ma- 
jefty's mips in the Well-India fquadron. 

CAPTAINS. 


John Hartnoll, 
John Smith, 
John Redman, 
George Walton, 
William Ruffel, 


Barrow Harris, 
Hercules Mitchel, 
Philip Boyce, 
and 

Charles Smith. 


Colonel Richard Kirkby, Commander of the De- 
fiance, was tried upon a complaint exhibited by Ar- 


nold Browne, Efq; Judge-Advocate, for cowardice, 
neglect of duty, breach of orders, and other crimes, 
committed by him in a fight at fea, commencing the 
19th of Auguft, 1702, between the honourable John 
Benbow, Efq; Vice Admiral of the blue fquadron, 
Admiral and Commander in chief, See. and M. du 
Cafle, with four French mips of war, which conti- 
nued until the 24th of Auguft: inclufive. The wit- 
neffes fworn in the behalf of the Queen were the 
honourable John Benbow, Efq; Captain Samuel 
Vincent, Captain Chriftopher Fogg, eight Lieute- 
nants, five Mafters, and five inferior officers, in all 
twenty-one, who in general depofed, < That the faid 
' Richard Kirkby led the van in the line of battle the 

* 19th of Auguft: about three in the afternoon, the 
1 fignal of battle being out, the Admiral was forced 
1 to fend his boat on board of Kirkby, and command 
' his making more fail, and get a-breaft of the ene- 

* my's van, for he was refolved to fight them; but 

* the faid Kirkby did not fire above three broadfides, 
1 then looffed up out of the line, and out of gun- 

* mot, leaving the Admiral engaged with two French 
' mips till dark^and the faid Kirkby receiving no 

* damage, that his behaviour caufed great fear of his 

* defer tion. At night the faid Kirkby fell a-ftern, 

■ leaving the Admiral to purfue the enemy. That 
1 on the 20th, at day-light, the Admiral and Ruby 
1 were wkhin fhot of all the enemy's mips ; but Co- 
1 lonel Kirkby was near three or four miles a-ftern : 

* The Admiral then made a new line of battle, and 

* took the van himfelf, and fent to each fhip, with a 
4 command to the faid Kirkby to keep his line and 

■ ftation, which he promifed to do, but did not, 
' keeping two or three miles a-ftern, though the fig- 

* nal for battle was out all night. The French mak- 
' in g a running fight, the Admiral and Ruby plied 
' the enemy with their chace-guns till night. That 
; the 2lft day, at light, the Admiral was on the 
9 quarter of the fecond (hip of the enemy's rear, and 

* the Ruby on the broadfide very near, who plied 
4 him warmly, and met the fame return, by which he 
' was fo much difabled, though the Admiral came in 
4 to his affiftance, that he was forced to be towed off, 
1 and this prevented the Admiral's defign of cutting 
' off the enemy's fternmoft fhip. This aftion lafted 

■ two hours, during which time the faid Kirkby lay 

2 ' abroadfide 


(h) Seethe au- 
thorities beiore 
mentioned, and 
note [(?]. 


(k) Col. Kirkby 
and Capt. Wade, 
were fliot April 
it>, 1703, at 
Plymouth. 
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of the French writers (according to their ufual cuftom) have given quite another turn to 
this tranfadhon, and have endeavoured to make the world believe, that the bravery of his 

men, 


* abroadfide of the fternmofl ftiip, as did alfo the 
1 Windfor, John Conftable, Commander. The Ad- 
4 miral then commanded the faid Kirkby to ply his 
" broadfides on him ; bat this having no effect, the 

* fecond time he commanded the fame, but he fired 

* not one gun ; nay his own boatfwain and feamen 

* repeated the Admiral's command to him, but were 

* feverely ufed, and threatened that he would run his 
4 fword through the boatfwain ; and had the faid 

* Kirkby done his duty, and Captain Conftable done 
1 his, they muft have taken or deftroyed the French 

* mips. The Admiral, though he received much 

* damage in his fails, rigging, yards, &c. yet con- 
4 tinued the chace all night. That the zzd in the 

* morning, at day-light, the Greenwich was three 

* leagues a-ftern, and the Defiance, Colonel Kirkby, 
c with the reft of the {hips, three or four miles, the 

* Falmouth excepted, whofe ftation was in the rear. 

* That the faid Captain Samuel Vincent feeing the 

* behaviour of him, and the reft, came up with the 

* Admiral, and fent his Lieutenant on board, defir- 

* ing leave to aflift him, which was accepted, the faid 

* Kirkby never coming up, and by his example the 

* reft did the fame, as if they had a defign to facri- 

* fice the Admiral and Falmouth to the enemy, or 

* defert. The enemy were now about a mile and a 

* half a-hcad. Standing into the ihore with a fmall 

* breeze at weft, fetched within Sambey, the Admiral 

* firing at the fternmoft till night, and continuing 

* the purfuit, and a Flemifh fhip that was in M. Du 

* Carle's company, on board of which were all the 
c French and Spanifh new Governors, and other of- 

* fleers, made her efcape. That the 23d in the 

* morning, at day-light, the enemy bore north-weft, 

* diftant about four or five miles, the Admiral and 

* Falmouth purfuing; but the faid Colonel Kirkby, 
' with the reft of the ihips, being three or four miles a- 

* ftern (though there was not a fhip both before and 

* after the battle but failed better than the Admiral's). 

* About feven in the evening, it having been fome 

* time calm, a gale of wind fprung up ; the Admiral 

* and Falmouth were about two miles from the ene- 

* my, and at eight the faid Kirkby and his feparate 

* fquadron were fair up with the Admiral ; and this 

* day the Admiral fent away the difabled Ruby, 

* George Walton, Commander, to Port-Royal, and 

* under his convoy the Anne-Galley, retaken from 

* the French. That the 24th in the morning, about 

* two o'clock, the Admiral came up, with the ftern- 

* molt of the enemy, within call, and the Falmouth 

* pretty near, but the faid Colonel Kirkby, with the 

* reft of the Ihips, according to cuftom, were three or 

* four miles a-ftern. The Admiral and Falmouth 

* engaged the faid fhip, and at three the Admiral 

* was wounded, his right leg being broke, but com- 

* manded the fight to be vigoroufly maintained ; and 
i at day-light the enemy's fhip appeared like a wreck, 
< her mizen maft mot by the board, her main yard in 

* three or four pieces, her foretopfail-yard the fame, 

* her flays and rigging all fhot to pieces. Soon after 

* day the faid Kirkby, with the reft of his fhips, be- 

* ing to windward of the faid difabled fhips, he the 

* faid Kirkby, with the reft of his feparate fquadron, 

* fired about twelve guns at the faid fhip, and fearing 
4 a fmart return from her, he lowering his mizen- 
4 yard, his top-fails on the caps, fet his fprit-fail 
4 top-fail, and fore-top-fail ft ay- fail, and having 
4 waired his fhip, fet his fail, and ran away before 
4 the wind from the poor difabled fhip, the reft fol- 

* lowing his faid example, though they had but eight 
4 men killed on board them all (except the Admiral). 
1 The other three French men of war were at this 
4 time of action about four miles diftant from their 
4 maimed fhip ; whereupon the enemy feeing the 
1 cowardice of the faid Colonel Kirkby, and the reft 
4 of the Englifh ihips, in a fquall bore down upon the 
4 Admiral, who lay clofe by the difabled fhip, and 
4 having got in their fprit-fail-yard, gave him all 
4 their fire, and running between him and the dif- 

* abled fhip, remanned her, and took her in tow. 
4 The Admiral's rigging being very much mattered, 
4 was obliged to lie and refit till ten o'clock, and then 
4 continued the purfuit, and the reft of the Fleet fol- 

* lowing in the greater* diforder imaginable. The 


Admiral commanded Captain Fogg to ftand a-breaft 
of the enemy's van, and then to attack him ; and 
having then a fine fteady gale, the like not happen- 
ing during the whole engagement ; and further or- 
dered that he fhould fend to all the reft of the Cap- 
tains to keep the Line of battlf , and behave them- 
felves like Englishmen : And this mefTage was fent 
by Captain Wade, then on board the Breda. That 
the faid Colonel Kirkby on the receipt of this mef- 
fage, and feeing the Admiral's refolution to engage, 
came on board him, who then lay wounded in a 
cradle, and without common refpeft of enquiring 
after his health, he the faid Kirkby expreffed thefe 
words following, 'viz.. That he wondered the Ad- 
miral fhould offer to engage the French again, it 
being not necefTary, fafe, nor convenient, having 
had fix days trial of their ftrength, and then mag- 
: nified that of the French, and Iefl'ened that of the 
Englifh. But the Admiral, being furprized at his 
; fpeech, faid, It was but one man's opinion, and 
! that he would have the reft of the Captains ; and 
: accordingly ordered the fignal to be made for all 
: the Captains to come on board, and at this time 
1 the Admiral and the reft of the fhips were to 
c windward, and within fhot of the enemy, and had 
c the faireft opportunity that in fix days prefented, to 
1 chafe, engage, and deftroy the enemy. That the 
E faid Colonel Kirkby had endeavoured to poifon the 
8 reft of the Captains, forming a writing under his 
f own hand, which was cowardly and erroneous ; the 
t fubftance of which was, not to engage the enemy 
f any more. He the faid Colonel Kirkby brought it 
f to the Admiral, who reproved him for it, faying* 
t It would be the ruin of them all ; upon which he 
1 the faid Colonel Kirkby went away and writ an- 
t other in the following words. 

4 It is the opinion of us whofe names are under- 
c written, 

4 I. Of the great want of men in number, quality, 
f and the weaknefs of thofe they have. 

4 II. The general want of ammunition of molt 
4 forts. 

4 III. Each fhip, mafts, fails, and rigging* being 
4 all in a great meafure difabled. 

4 IV. The winds are fo fmall and variable, that the 
4 fhips cannot be governed by any. 

4 V. Having experienced the ftrength of the ene- 
4 my, in fix days battle, following the fquadron, 
4 confifting of five men of war, and a fireftiip under 

* the command of M. Du CafTe, their equipage con- 
« filling in guns from fixty to eighty, and having a 
4 great number of feamen and foldiers on board for 

* the fervice of Spain. 

4 For which reafons above mentioned we think it 
4 not fit to engage the enemy at this time, but to 
4 keep them company this night and obferve their 
4 motion, and if a fair opportunity fhall happen of 
4 wind and weather, once more to try our ftrength 
4 with them. 

Richard Kirkby, Chriftopher Fogg, 

Samuel Vincent, Cooper Wade, and 

John Conftable, Thomas Hudfon. 

4 That during the fix days engagement he never en- 
4 couraged his men, but by his own example of dodg- 
4 ing behind the mizen-maft, and falling down on 
4 the deck on the noife of fhot, and denying them 
4 the provifions of the fhip, the faid men were under 

* great difcouragement. That he amended the ma- 
4 fter of the fhip's journal of the tran factions of the 
4 fight according to his own inclination. 

4 All which being proved as afore faid, 

* The faid Col. Richard Kirkby denying the whole, 
4 excepting the pretended written consultation, which 
4 being fhewed to him, he owned his own hand and 
4 name thereto. He brought feveral of his men to 
4 give an account of his behaviour during the fight, 
4 but their teftimonies were infignificant, and his be- 
4 haviour to the Court and witneffes moll unbecom- 
4 ing a gentleman ; and being particularly afked by 
4 the Court, Why he did not fire at the enemy's 

1 fternmoft 
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men, and the conduct of Commodore Du Cafle, enabled him to beat an Englifh fquadron 
of luperior force, and that if he had been apprifed of the fhattered condition to which he 
had reduced them, he might have purfued and taken feveral, if not all the (hips of which 
it confided (/). But Du Cafle himfelf, who was both a brave officer and an able feaman, 
was far enough from treating things in this way, and candidly acknowledged, that he 
had a very lucky and unlooked-for efcape [H J. As for Vice-Admiral Benbow, though 
he fo far recovered from the fever induced by his broken leg, as to be able to attend the 
trials of the Captains who deferted him, and thereby vindicated his own honour, and that 
of the nation j yet he ftill continued in a declining way, occafioned partly by the heat of 
the climate, but chiefly from that grief which this mifcarriage occalioned, as appeared by 
his letters to his lady, in which he exprefled much more concern for the condition in 
which he was like to leave the public affairs in the Weft Indies, than for his own (;;/). 
During all the time of his illnefs, he behaved with great calmnefs and prefence of mind, 
having never flattered himfelf, from the time his leg was cut off, with any hopes of 
recovery, but fliewed an earned defire, to be as ufeful as he could while he was yet 
living; giving the necefiary directions for ftationing the fliips of his fquadron, for pro- 
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e fternmoft fhip r which lay point-blank with him the 

* 21II of Augnft? He replied, Becaufe they did not 

* fire at him, for they had a refpecl for him ; which 

* words, upon feveral occafions during the trial, he 
1 repeated three feveral times. 

1 Whereupon due confideration of the premifTes, of 

* the great advantages the Englifh had in number,, 

* being feven to four, of guns two hundred and 

* twenty-two more than the other, with his ads and 

* behaviour as aforefoid, and more particularly his 

* ill-timed paper or confutation as afore-recited, 

* which obliged the Admiral, for the prefervation of 

* her Majefty's fleet, to give over the chace and fight, 

* to the irreparable difhonour of the Queen, her 
1 crown and dignity, and come to Port-royal,, in Ja- 

* maica. For which reafons the Court was of opi- 
4 nion, that he fell under the eleventh, twelfth, 

* fourteenth, and twentieth articles of war, and ad- 
' judged accordingly, That he fhould be mot to 
4 death ; but further decreed, that the execution of 

* Col. Kirk by be deferred till her Majefty's pleafure 

* be known therein ; but he to be continued a clofe 
1 prifoner till that time (22}/ Captain Conftable, 
who commanded the Windfor, was next tried ; and it 
fully appeared that he followed the example of Col. 
Kirk by in every refpecl, except perforral cowardice; 
for he remained upon the quarter-deck, encouraged 
the men, gave them rum, and took fo much of it 
himfelf, that he was drunk moll part of the action. 
He acknowledged his hand to the paper, but faid he 
figned it at the requeft of Colonel Kirkby. The fen- 
tence pafled upon him was, That he mould be ca- 
fhiered* rendered incapable, and fent home a prifoner. 
Captain Cooper Wade, Commander of the Green- 
wich, came next to his trial, and again ft him it was 
proved, by fixteen wfrnefTes, that he never kept the 
Line of battle, fired all his fhot away, as never being 
within reach of the enemy. That being told fo by 
his Lieutenants, he faid, // mufl be fo, that if they did 
not fire> the Admiral would not believe they fought. It 
alfo appeared, that hecenfured the Admiral's conduct 
during the engagement, and that belt part of the time 
he was in drink. He behaved very well upon his 
trial, faid he had been mifunderftood with refpecl: to 
the Admiral's conduct, for that he did not believe any 
man living could act better, or more for the honour 
of his Queen and nation, than Admiral Benbow did, 
and therefore he put himfelf upon the mercy of the 
Court, who adjudged him, as well as Colonel Kirkby, 
to be mot. Captain Vincent and Captain Fogg were 
tried for figning the paper, which the reader has 
feen. They faid, that feeing themfelves deferted by 
the Captains Kirkby, Conitable, Wade, and Hud- 
fon, they were afraid of being made prifoners ; as 
alfo that thofe Captains would have gone over to the 
enemy, and that by figning the paper they hoped to 
hinder them from becoming defperate. Vice- Admiral 
Benbow coming into Court, faid, That during the 
fix days fight, Captain Fogg behaved like a true 
Engiimman : That Captain Vincent alfo came in to 
his affiftancc when deferted by all the other mips ; 
and that, if it ha^not been for his coming to his re- 
lief, he had fallen into the hands of M. Du CafTe. 
The Court thought, however, that by figning this 
paper thefe Gentlemen fell under the twentieth article 
of war, and therefore directed they fhould be fuf- 
pended, but that the fufpenfion fhould not take place 
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till the Lord High-Admiral's" pleafure was known ;. 
and immediately after their coming home the fufpen- 
fion was taken off. As for Captain Thomas Hudfon, 
he died on board his fhip in Port-Royal harbour be- 
fore he could be brought to a trial (23). The true 
defign of Colonel Kirkby, who was the ringleader of 

- this bufinefs, was to have let the Admiral fall into 
the hands of the French, and then have thrown the 
blame of all that happened upon his ralhnefs and ill- 
conduct ; and the reafon of his bearing this ill-will to 
that gentleman, and meeting with fuch concurrence 
in other officers, was the ftrictnefe of the Admiral's 
difcipline, who thought that men would never behave 
well, if not encouraged to it by the example of their 
officers. There was great interceffion made to the 
Queen, in favour both of Kirkby and Wade, but to 
no effect ; for warrants for their execution were lodg- 
ed in all the ports, and they were fhot the fame day 
they came into Plymouth ; both of them behaving 
in their lafl moments with much decency and cou- 
rage (24). 

[//] He had a very lucky and unlooked-for efcape .] 
The French never had a braver officer or better fea- 
man in their fervice than this M. Du Cafle, who was 
too much a man of honour to leflen another officer's 
merit. Admiral Benbow boarded his fhip thrice, in 
which he received a fhot in the arm, and a wound in 
the face ; and, if he had been well feconded, would 
infallibly have carried that fhip. This M. Du CafTe 
was fo fenfible of, that foon after his arrival at Car- 
thagena, he wrote the Admiral a letter, the original 
of which is ftill in the hands of the family, and the 
tranflation follows (25). , 

* S I R, 

* T Had little hopes on Monday lafl but to have fup- 

* I ped in your Cabbin : it pleafed God to order 
1 it otherwife ; J am thankful for it. As for thofe 

* cowardly Captains who deferted you, hang them 
' up, for by they deferve it. 

* Your's, 

DU CASSE.' 
It is very remarkable, that the day mentioned in 
this letter was Monday, Auguft 24, the very day that 
the pretended confutation was figned, in which the 
ftrength of the enemy was fo much magnified ; and 
therefore we need not wonder, that ail impartial wri- 
ters have treated this affair with refpect to Colonel 
Kirkby, and of his aflbciates, as one of the bafeft and 
molt diihonourable that ever happened in our Navy. 
The author of the Hiftory of our Colonies, fpeaking 
of this matter, fays (26), « This fentence was cer- , T . , . 

- tainly very juit, for during the whole courfe of the Ef n7i 

I wars between England and France, never did two Anuria, Vol. 

Englishmen bring fuch diflionour upon their conn- ». P- 339- 
' try as Kirkby and Wade, through their cowardice 

* and treachery ; befides the great profit that they 

* hindered the nation from receiving by the deftruc- 
' tion of M. Du CafTe and his fquadron, which per- 
' haps would have prevented the French in all their 
' defigns on the Weft-Indies, and forwarded the re- 
' duction of the Spanifh dominions there: But this 
1 fair opportunity was loft, and, without the gift of 
' Prophecy, we can forci^e, we fliall not foon have 
1 fuck another. 1 

tefling 
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testing the commerce and incommoding the enemy. He continued thus difcharging his 
duty to the laft moment; for dying o&a fort of confumption, his fpirits did not fail him 
till very near his end, and his fenfes were very found to the day he expired, which was 
the fourth of November, 1702. His royal Miftrefs fpoke of his lofs, when (he heard of 
it, with great tendernefs and concern ; and it may be truly faid, that no man of his rank 
was more fincerely regretted by the bulk of the nation ; fo that one cannot help wondering 
at the Angular method taken by a certain hiftorian, to fink the names of thofe offenders, 
who fo juftly fuffered for betraying fo brave a man \ and at the fame time, treating the 
Vice-Admiral's character with apparent marks of difrefpeft (n) [I]. The Vice- Admiral's ( n ) Naval Hi- 
filler made a prefent of his piflure to the corporation of Shrewfbury, who caufed it to be ^' p ' 597 ' 
hung up in their town-hall, where it remains as a teftimony of the regard his countrymen 
have, for the memory of fo worthy a man, fo gallant an officer, and fo true a patriot, 
who manifefted his love to his country, not by fair profeffions and fine fpeeches, but by 
fpending his whole life in her fervice. The Vice- Admiral left behind him a widow and 
ieveral children of both fexes, but his fons dying without ifTue, his two furviving daugh- 
ters became coheireffes, of whom the eldeft married Paul Calton, Efq; of Milton near 
Abingdon in Berks, the gentleman fo often mentioned in the courfe of this article, and 
who deceafed very lately at his feat before mentioned. He was a perlon of great reading 
and general knowledge, very communicative, and had a great defire that the memory of 
his worthy father-in-law fliould be tranlmitted to pofterity with due honour, and with a 
juft regard to truth. It is certain, that but for his attention in this relpedt, the Public 
had been deprived of the mod curious circumftances relative to the aftions of this great 
man, and known nothing more of him, than had been preferved in the traditional recitals 


[/] Treating the Vice- Admiral* s charafier with ap- 
parent marks of difrefpecl.) In order to ftate this mat- 
ter fairly, it will be neceflary firft of all to give the 
paflage from Mr. Burchet's Hiftory at large, that the 
reader may be the better able to judge of our re- 
Na^Hi^'' marks (27)^ * The twentieth of September the York 
* v * Ag # ^y, * Norwich arrived at Jamaica, bringing a necef- 
1 fary fupply of ftores and provifions ; and as foon as 

* the Vice- Admiral could have matters got in readi- 

* nefs for trying at a Court-Martial the Captains who 
c had fo fcandaloufly failed in the performance of 
' their duty, he ordered Rear-Admiral Whetftone to 

* examine thoroughly thereinto, chufmg rather fo to 
c do (though the Admiral had not authority to deie- 

* gate his power to another), than to fit as Prefident 

* of the Court himfelf ; and after feveral days were 

* fpent in examining witneffes, and hearing what the 

* prifoners could al ledge in their own j unification, 

* the Captains of the Defiance and Greenwich receiv- 
c ed fen ten ce of death, which was not put in execu- 

* tion until they arrived in the Briftol at Plymouth, 

* aboard which fhip they were fhot, for the orders 

* fent from hence did not come time enough to Ja- 

* maica. The Captain of the Windfor was cailuered, 
4 and fentenced to be imprifoned during her Majefty's 

* pleafure. He who commanded the Pendennis died 

* before the trial, otherwife he would in al! probabi- 

* lity have received the fame fentence as thofe of the 

* Defiance and Greenwich ; and the Vice- Admiral's 

* own Captain, with the Commander of the Fal- 
' mouth, were fufpended for figning to the paper 

* drawn up and delivered by the others ; wherein 

* they gave their rcafons for not renewing the engage - 
' ment : but he having reprcfented that thofe two 

* gentlemen had behaved themfelves very well in the 

* action, the Lord High- Admiral was pleafed to fend 

* orders for their being employed again. As I have 

* forborn mentioning the names of thofe two unhap- 

* FY gentlemen, who fuffered (one of whom on other 

* occafions had diftinguifhed himfelf) more for the 

* fake of their relations than any other confideration ; 

* fo thus much may be obferved as to Vice-Admiral 

* Benbow's conduct, that although he was a good 
1 i earn an and a gallant man, and that he was quali- 

* fied in moft refpe&s to command a fquadron, efpe- 

* cialJy in the Weft-Indie?, in which parts of the 

* world he had had long experience ; yet when he 

* found his Captains fo very remifs in their per form - 

* ance of their duty, I think he ought, in point of 

* difcretion, to have fummoned them (and even that 

* at firfl) on board his own fhip, and there confined 

* them, and placed their firft Lieutenants in their 

* rooms, who would have fought well, were it for 

* no other reafon than the hopes of being continued 
f in their commands had they furvived.' It has been 
fhevvn in the former note, on what motives Vice- 
Admiral Be n bow adted in granting a CommifTion for 

Vol. If. 


trying thefe officers, and how little reafon there was 
for insinuating the illegality of a proceeding juftified 
by the whole nation, and which could only ferve to 
help other bad men to a means of taking fhelter un- 
der the Lanjj againft Juflice. But it is ftill more ex- 
traordinary, that the author of fuch a Hiftory mould 
think himfelf under any obligation to fupprefs the 
names of criminals out of regard to their families. 
Were they better men than the Duke of Monmouth, 
Sir Thomas Armftrong, Sir John Fenwick, or any 
other, whofe names are mentioned by all writers I Is 
there any in (lance of tendernefs of this kind ? or is it 
reafonable there mould be any ? Was there any doubt 
of their being guilty, or was it thought that their pu- 
nifhments were greater than they deferved? Why 
then mould this gentleman have defired that their 
names mould be concealed, at the fame time that he 
bears fo hard upon the memory of the brave Admiral 
Ben bow ? Let us fee next what ground there is for the 
reflection he makes, which at the bottom amounts to 
this, that if the Admiral had underftood his duty, 
and performed it, the engagement had ended other- 
wife than it did. But what probability is there of 
this ? The reader has feen that Colonel Kirkby had 
fuch an influence over all the reft of the Captains, as 
to prevail upon them to fign his paper, which was as 
ftupid and foolifh, as it was bafe and cowardly. It 
was natural, therefore, for him to provide for his own 
fafety, and the fafety of the Queen's mips, fince af- 
ter fuch behaviour he might very well apprehend, as 
he really did, they would retire, and leave the Breda, 
difabled as Ihe was, to fall into the hands of the 
French, which if they had done, there was no doubt 
thofe officers would have efcaped the hands of juftice. 
As it was, there were great endeavours ufed to fave 
them, as appears by the following account taken from 
an author who wrote at this very time, and fet down 
things juft as they occurred, and who had not, it 
fecms, any fcruples about inferting the names of men, 
who, by mewing fo little concern for, were fo indif- 
ferently intitled to the pity of their country. * On 

* the 14th of April, fays he (28), came in the Briftol ( 2 g) Hiftory of 

* man of war from Jamaica, which brought prifoners Europe, for 

* from thence, Captain Kirkby, Captain Wade, and J 7^3> P- 1S3. 

* Captain Conftable, of whom the two former were 

* mot to death on the 1 6th on board the faid fhip, in 
' purfuance of the fentence given againft them by the 
' Court-Martial held at Jamaica in October 1702, 
1 for their cowardice, breach of orders, and neglect 

* of duty, in the fight between the brave Admiral 
c Benbow and M. Du Caffc. We were for fome 
1 months ftrangely am ufed, as if after all the guilt 
€ of thefe Commanders, they would at laft be par- 
4 doned ; but the event made it plainly appear to the 
f contrary, much to the reputation of the Govern- 
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of failors, who are remarkably fond of claiming Benbow as their own, and are fare to 
mention him upon every difpute, where the virtue of the Tars is called into queftion. 
Benbow and Shovell are their favourites, they were failors, rofe by being failors, and 
were proud of being failors much more than of their Flags. Men, who by a long courfe 
of obedience learned how to command, and who direfted fuch as ferved under them, 
as much by example as orders. In fine, men diftinguifhed in and by their profeffion, 
and who, after many years employment, left behind them fmall fortunes and great 
reputations. C. 

BENBOW (John) fon to the Vice- Admiral before mentioned. He was intended 
by his father for a fea-man, and educated accordingly. His misfortunes began very early, 
viz. in the fame year his father died in the Weft-Indies ; by being fhipwrecked on the 
coaft of Madagafcar, where, after many difmal and dangerous adventures, he was reduced 
to live with, and in the manner of, the natives, for many years, and at laft, when he 
lead expefted it, he was taken on board by a Dutch Captain, out of refpeft to the 
memory of his father, and brought fafe to England, when his relations thought him long 
fince dead (a). He was a young gentleman naturally of a very briflc and lively temper; 
but by a long feries of untoward events, came to alter his difpofition entirely, fo as to 
appear, after his return, very ferious, or rather melancholy, and did not much affeft 
fpeaking, except amongft a few intimate friends. But the noife of his remaining fo long, 
and in fuch a condition, upon the ifland of Madagafcar, induced many to vifit him, 
and to enquire into the circumftances of the life he led there, whom he civilly received, 
and readily fatisfied their curiofity, though otherwife diftinguifhed (as has been laid) by 
his taciturnity ; but he always looked upon his prefervation there, and his efcape from 
thence, as fuch fignal inftances of the favour of providence, that he did not judge himfelf 
at liberty to conceal them. But notwithftanding his freedom in communicating this part 
of his hiftory, very few particulars relating to it can now be recovered [/f ]. It is very 
probable, that the world might receive full fatisfadion in this, as well as many other re- 

fpetfts, 


[^] Very few particulars are to Be recovered.] All 
we know with any certainty, as to his affairs, amounts 
only to this : He failed in quality of fourth mate on 
board the Degrave Eaft-Indiaman, which lay in the 
Downs when his father proceeded on his laft expedi- 
tion. She pafled through February 19, 1701, bound 
for Fort St. George, and thence to Bengal. She was 
a very fine veflel of 700 tons and 52 guns, and per- 
formed this voyage happily : but at Bengal the Cap- 
lain died, the firft mate foon followed him* by which 
the command devolved on the Captain's fon, who 
was fecond mate, and Mr. Benbow fucceeded in his 
place. From Bengal they failed for the Cape of 
Good Hope ; but in going out of the river the mip 
run a-ground and ftuck fall : fhe floated again the 
next high tide, and put to fea with little or no da- 
mage as they then imagined, but they foon after 
founds her fo leaky, that they were forced to keep 
two chain-pumps continually going. In this condi- 
tion they failed two tnonths before they reached the 
ifland of St. Maurice, inhabited by the Dutch, who 
received them very kindly, gave them all the a fli fi- 
ance in their power, permitting them to fet up a tent 
on more, into which they brought moft part of their 
cargo, having unladen the (hip in order to fearch for 
the leak, which however they could not find. After 
about a month's ftay at the ifland of St. Maurice, and 
taking about 50 Lafcars or Moorifh feamen, they 
failed direclly for the Cape of Good Hope. They had 
then about 170 hands on board, and though the Laf- 
cars could not do much in point of navigation, yet 
they were of great ufe, as they eafed the Englifti fea- 
men of the labour of pumping. Yet after all, it was 
fatal for them that this rafh refolution was taken of 
putting to fea before they had flopped, or even difco- 
vered the leak ; for in a few days time it gained fo 
much upon them, that notwithftanding they pumped 
day and night, it was as much as they could do to 
keep the veflel above water, though they were ftill 
600 leagues from their intended port. The crew 
thereupon acquainted Captain Young, that for the 
common fafety it would be belt to run the fhip aftiore 
on the neareft land*, which was that of Madagafcar, 
which he accordingly did : but, in fpite of all the 
€are he could take, the fhip was wrecked and broke 
to pieces, and hg, who was the laft man in her, 
obliged to throw himfelf into the fea, in order to 
fwim on fhore as well as he could, which with diffi- 
culty he performed. They were quickly made pri- 
foners by the King of that part of the ifland, who 
earried them 50 miles up into the country, where 


they found one Captain Drummond and one Captain 
Stewart, with a few of their fhip's crew, and who 
foon let them into a perfedl knowledge of their con- 
dition, by afluring them that the King intended to 
make them ferve in his wars, and never permit them 
to return to Europe, which ftruck them with the ut- 
moft conflernation. In this diilrefs the Captains 
Drummond, Stewart, and Young, held a confulta- 
tion, in conjunction with Mr. Prat and Mr. Benbow, 
in which Captain Drummond propofed as the only 
expedient by which they could recover their liberty, 
to feize the Black King, and march off with him pri- 
soner into fome other province of the ifland where 
fhips frequently came. Mr. Benbow warmly efpouf- 
ed this propofal, and alfifted with great courage in the 
execution of it, which was performed with more eafe 
than was expected ; and the King, his fon, and the 
Queen, were made prifoners, but the Queen was re* 
leafed by Captain Young out of mere pity. It is not 
very eafy to conceive a bolder enterprize than this, 
where between 50 and 60 white people, and not a- 
bove half of thefe armed, carried off a Black Prince 
out of the midil of his capital, and in the fight of 
fome hundreds, nay fome thoufands of his fubje&s 
better armed than themfelves, who were notwith- 
ftanding reftrained from firing by Captain Young's 
threatening to kill their King if they did. After- 
wards, however, they managed the thing ftrange- 
ly ; for, upon a propofal by the Negroes to give fix 
guns for their King, it was agreed to upon a fuppo- 
fition that they would then follow them no farther, 
and this notwithftanding Mr. Benbow oppofed it, and 
mewed them the confequences with which it muft be 
attended. The King being fet free, they ftill conti- 
nued to follow them : at laft it was agreed to give up 
the Prince too, in hopes that would put an end to the 
purfuit, taking three people, whom the Blacks told 
them were their principal men, as hollages, two of 
whom made their efcape, and then the Blacks not 
only purfued, but began to fire, which hitherto they 
had not done. The weaknefs of their own condudl, 
and the wifdom of Mr. Benbow's advice, was now 
yifible ; and as it appeared that they had nothing for 
it but fighting, they began to difpofe their little ar- 
my in order of battle, their 36 armed men were form- 
ed into four bodies under the three Captains and Mr. 
Benbow ; but after an engagement, lafting from noon 
till evening, it was agreed to treat. The Negroes de- 
manded their arms, promifing to let them go. This 
propofition was vigoroufly oppofed by Mr. Benbow ; 
and when it canxe to be put in execution, the Cap- 
tains 
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fpe£b> if a large work he compofed on the fubjeft, intitled, A complete Befcription of the 
fouth Part of the IJland of Madagascar, in reference to the Soih Climate, Produce, Animals, 
and Inhabitants, with Remarks on the Coafis, Harbours, and Commerce of that IJland, and 
the Improvements of which they are capable, could be met with. This was a large and very 
comprehenfive book, containing a multitude of very curious circumstances, which occa- 
fioned its being often borrowed by fome or other of his acquaintance, in whofe cuftody 
(if yet remaining) it is to be found : for notwithftanding the ftri&eft fearch made imme- 
diately after his deceafe, and the clofeft enquiries by the family fince, they have been able 
to obtain no account of it whatever. But if, upon this notice, any gentleman fhould be 
able to difcover it, there is no queftion that even now the publication of it would be very 
acceptable to the world ; for though the fadls are of an old date, they are ftill lb extraor- 
dinary as to deferve memory, and the defcription of the country, and its natural and civil 
hiftory, would not only afford much entertainment, but might be highly ufeful. Our 
author lived feveral years after his return to England, but pafTcd his days in privacy, and 
died without iffue. 

tains Drummond and Stewart, and fome of their bow, and got fafe to Port Dauphine, while all the reft 
crew, refufed to deliver their arms, and marched off were cruelly murdered, except one boy, whom they 
unperceived in the dark, accompanied by Mr, Ben- preferved and made a Have. C. 

BENDLOWES (Edward), author of fome poetical pieces [A], was fon and 
heir of Andrew Bendlowes, Efq* [B], and born in the year 1613 (a). This gentleman Ca) woo6,f a j}t 
was carefully educated in grammar learning, and, at fixteen years of age, admitted a Fel- voi.'ii. 
low-Commoner of St. John's-college in Cambridge, to which he was afterwards a bene- coU20 ^ 20 ^ 
fadtor. From thence he went with a tutor to travel, and having gone through feveral 
countries, and vifited feven Courts of Princes, he returned home a mod accomplifhed 
gentleman both in behaviour and converfation, but a little tindtured with the principles of 
Popery. Being very imprudent in the management of his worldly concerns, he made a 
fhift (though he was never married) to fquander away his eftate (which amounted to 
feven hundred, or a thoufand pounds a year) on poets, muficians, buffoons, and flatterers, 
and in buying curiofities. He gave a handfome fortune with a niece named Philippa, 

who was married to Blount, of Maple-Durham in Oxfordfhire, Efq; [C] ; and 

having befides engaged himfelf for the payment of other mens debts, which he was not 
able to difcharge, he was put into prifon at Oxford : but, being foon after releafed, he 
fpent the remainder of his life, which was eight years, in that city. He was efteemed in 
his younger days a great patron of the poets, especially Quarks, Davenant, Payne, 
Fifher, &c. who either dedicated books to him, or wrote epigrams and poems on him. 
His flatterers ufed to ftyle him Benevolus, by way of anagram on his name, in return for 
his generality towards them. Towards the latter end of his life, he was drawn off* from 
his inclination to Popery, and would often take occafion to difpute againft the Papifts and 
their opinions, and particularly difliked the favourers of Arminius and Socinus. This 
gentleman, reduced, through his own indifcretion, to great want, died at Oxford the 

[A] He was author of fome poetical pieces.] An- paper. It is a Latin poem, chiefly againft the Pope> 

(0 FafliOxon. thony Wood mentions the following (1). I. Sphinx the Papifts, Jefuits, &c. XII. Truth's Touch-flone> 

Vol. ii. col 204, Theologica, feu Mujica Templi, ubi difcordia concors* confirming of an hundred diftichs, printed on one fide 

£05. Camb. 1626, in ohavo. II. Honorifica armorum cef- of a long fheet of paper, and dedicated to his niece 

fat io, five Pacts et Fidei Affociatio. Febr. I i , ann. Mrs. Philippa Blount. XIII. Annotations for the bet- 

1643, in oclavo. III. Theophila ; or, Love- Sacrifice ; ter confirming the feveral truths in the faid poem ; un- 

a divine poem. Lond. 1652, in folio, with the au- certain, when printed. XIV. Mr. Bendlowes wrote a 

thor's picture before it. Several parts of this poem Mantiffa to Richard Fenn's Panegyricon Inaugurate, 

were fet to Mufic by Mr. John Jenkyns, an eminent intitled, De celeberrima et florentiff. Trinobantiados Au- 

Mufician, whom Mr. Bendlowes patronized ; and a guft& Civ. Prestori, reg. fenatui populoque. Lond. 

whole canto of it, confifting of above 300 verfes, was 1673, in quarto ; in the title of which piece he ftiles 

turned into elegant Latin verfe, in the fpace of one himfelf, Turma? EqueJIris in Com. Ejjex. Prafeclus* 

day, by the ingenious Mr. John Hall of Durham. Thefe writings (our Antiquary informs us) acquired 

I V. A Summary of Divine Wifdom. Lond. 1657, in Mr. Bendlowes the name of a Divine Author, 

quarto. V. A Glance at the Glories of facred Friend* [B~\ Son and heir of Andrew Bendlowes, Efq\\ An- 

jhip. Lond. 1657, printed on one fide of a large drew Bendlowes, Efq; was fon of William Bendlowes, 

iheet of paper. Vl. De Sacra Amicitia ; printed with Efq; fon and heir of Andrew Bendlowes, Serjeant at 

the former in Latin verfe and profe. VII. Threno- law, &c, all Lords of the manor of Brent-hall, and 

thriambeuticcn ; or, Latin Poems on King Charles the other lands in Eftex ; but defc ended from the family 

Second's Refioration. Lond. 1660 ; printed on a fide of the Bendlowes in Yorkfhire (2). (2) Wood) ubi 

of a large fheet of paper. A few were printed on [C] He gave a handfome fortune with his niece Phi- fepra. 

white fat tin ; one copy of which, in a frame fuitable lippa, who was married to ■ Blount of Maple - 

to it, he gave to the Public Library at Oxford. VIII. Durham in Oxfordjlnre, Efq;] Mr. Wood feems to 

Oxonii Encomium. Oxon. 1672, in four meets in fo- charge this gentleman and his wife with ingratitude 

Ho. It is moftly in Latin verfe. IX. Oxonii Elogia. towards Mr. Bendlowes, in not a fulling him in his 

Oxon. 1673 ; printed on one fide of a large meet of neceflities : For he tells us, that this gentleman por- 

paper. It confifts of twelve ftanzas, and is followed tioned his niece out of his eftate of Brent-hall, fup- 

by I. Oxonii Elegia. 2. Academicis Serenitas. 3. pofmg thereby that fo long as they lived he jhould not 

Academicis T zmperantia. 4. Studiofis Cautela, and want ; but the cafe being other-zvife, he lived afterwards 

fome other pieces. X. Magia Ca?lefiis. Oxon. 1673. in a mean condition (3) : unlefs we are to conclude (3) IliM 

It is a Latin poem, printed on one fide of a large from thefe words, that one or both of them were dead, 

iheet of paper. The three laft-mentioned pieces were or that they were themfelves fo reduced in their cir- 

compofed at Oxford. XI. Echo veridica joco-feria. cumftances, that they were not able to relieve the 

Oxon. 1673, printed on one fide of a large iheet of wants of their uncle. 
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BENEDICT. 

eighteenth of December 1686, aged feventy three years. He was buried in the north ifle 
of St. Mary's church ; and the expences of his funeral were defrayed by a contribution of 
feveral fcholars, to whom he had been particularly known. His picture hangs in the 
gallery belonging to the public library of Oxford. B * 

BENEDICT (Biscop (a) or Episcopus) a famous Abbot in the Vllth ajuuni 
century, was born of a noble family among the Englifh Saxons, and flourished under 

Script. Brie. 

Ofwiand Egfrid Kings of Northumberland, In the twenty-fifth year of his age, he «.u«i. 
abandoned all temporal views and polTeffions, to devote himfelf wholly to religion [/f J. 
To this purpofe he travelled to Rome in the year 653, where he acquired an exadt know- 
ledge of ecclefiaftical difcipline, which, upon his return home, he laboured toeftablifhin 
Britain. In 665, he took a fecond journey to Rome [B] j and after fome months ftay in 
that city, he received the tonfure in the monaftery of JLerins, where he continued about 
two years in a ftruft obfervance of the monadic difcipline. He was fent back by Pope 
Vitalian, in company with Theodore of Tarfus, lately confecrated Archbifhop of Can- 
terbury [C], and an Abbot called Adrian. Upon his return, he took upon himfelf the 
government of the monaftery of Canterbury, to which he had been elefted in his abfence. 
Two years after, he refigned the abbey to Adrian, and went a third time to Rome, and 
returned with a very large collection of the moft valuable books. Then he went to the 
court of Egfrid King of Northumberland, who had lucceeded Ofwi. That Prince, vfith 
whom he was highly in favour, gave him a tradt of land on the eaft fide of the mouth of 
the river Were \ where he built a large monaftery, called, from its fituation, Were- 
mouth (c) in which, it is faid, he placed three hundred Benediftine Monks (d). The (d)UHni f *u 
church of this convent was built of ftone after the Roman architecture, and the windows 
glazed, by artificers fetched from France, in the year of Chrift 674* and the fourth of 
King Egfrid and both the monaftery and the church were dedicated to St, Peter. In 
678, Benedict took a fourth journey to Rome, and was kindly received by Pope Agatho. 
From this expedition he returned loaden with books, relics of the Apoftles and Martyrs, 
images, and pi&ures [D] ; when, with the Pope's confent, he brought over with him 


(t) Vit. Abbat. 
Wiremuthenf. 
& Gyrwcnf, 
apud Hift. Ec- 
ciel*. p. 293. 


[A] He abandoned all temporal views and poffejfions, 
to devote himfelf wholly to religion.} Let us hear Ve- 
nerable Bede : 1 Cum eflet minifter Ofuiu regis et pof- 
' feflionem terns fuo gradui corn peten tern illo donante 

* perciperet, annos natus circiter viginti et quinque, 

* faftidivit pofleflionem caducam, ut adquirere pofiet 

* aeternam ; defpexit militiam cum corruptibili dona- 
' tivo terreftrem, ut vero regi militaret, regnum in fu- 

* perna civitate mereretur habere perpetuum ; reliquit 
1 domum, cognatos, et patriam propter Chriftum et 
1 propter Evangelium, utcentuplum acciperet et vitam 

* aeternam pofllderet ; refpuit nuptiis fervire carnalifrus, 

* ut fequi valeret agnum virginitatis gloria candidum 
1 in regnis cxleftibus ; abnuit liberos came procreare 

* mortales, praedeftinatus a Chrifto ad educandos ei 

* fpirituali doctrina filios cselefti in vita perennes (1). 

* About the twenty -fifth year of his age, being then 

1 in the fervice of King Ojwy, who had given him 
1 lands Jujficient to maintain him according to his rank* 

* he dejpijed the fleeting poffefjton, that he might obtain 
1 an eternal one : he fet light by a terreflrial warfare* 
' with its corruptible recompence, that he might J'erve 

* under the true King, and merit an everlafting kingdom 
' in the heavenly city : he left his family, relations, and 

* country, for the fake of Chrift and his G of pel, that he 

* might receive an hundred fold, and enjoy eternal life : 

* he refufed to marry, that he might follow the Jpotlefs 

* and virgin lamb in the kingdom of heaven ; neither 
' would he beget mortal children after the filejh, being 

* predeftinated by Chrift to bring up everlafting fons, 

* through the doilrine of the Spirit, who Jhould inherit 

* the ceeleftial life? Bede acquaints us here, that 
Benedict, at the time when he renounced the world, 
was in the fervice of King Ofwy ; cum effet minifter 
Ofuiu regis : but he does not exprefsly tell us what 
that fervice was. Lei and pretends he ferved that 
Prince in his army, and gave extraordinary proofs of 
his valour, often returning home laden with the 
Ipoils of the enemy, fuvenis audacifftmi animi fub 
Ofuuio Tranfabrina? prov incite rege militavit ; unde non 
raro ab inimicis gloriam et j poll a opima report av it (2), 
It is remarkable, that Bale, Pits, and other authors, 
make no mention of this circumltance, for which 
there feems to be no better foundation than thefe 
words of Bede jitft now cited ; defpexit militiam cum 
corruptibili donaiivo terreftrem, ut vero regi militaret. 
But whoever confiders the whole paflage, will have 
reafon to think that it is no other than a figurative 
expreffion, the more ftrongly to paint his great felf- 
denial, in renouncing all worldly advantages for the 
mortified ftate of religion. So that we may venture 

3 


to fay, that our judicious antiquary is miftaken in 
fuppofing Benedict to have been a foldier in his 

youth. 

[£] He took a fecond journey to Rome.] Bede in- 
forms us, that Alcfrid, one of the fons of King Of- 
wy, defigning to take a journey to Rome out of de- 
votion, had made choice of Benedict to accompany 
him ; but though the King thought fit to forbid the 
young Prince's journey, and obliged him to continue 
at home, Benedict would not be dif appointed, and 
therefore profecuted the intended voyage with the ut- 
moft expedition (3). (j) BedCi ^ 

[C] Theodore of Tarfus, lately confecrated Archbifhop 
of Canterbury*] Ecbert, King of Kent, had fent Uig- 
hard, a perfon iufficicntly inftructed in ecclefiaftical 
matters by the difciples of St. Gregory, to Rome, to 
be ordained a Bilhop ; rightly judging, that himfelf 
and his fubjects would be more perfectly in ft rutted in 
the Chriltian Faith and myfteries, by a Prelate of 
their own nation and language, than by a foreigner 
with the help of an interpreter. Uighard being come 
to Rome, before he could receive the epifcopal cha- 
racter, was feized with a mortal diftemper, of which 
he died. Hereupon Pope Vitalian made choice of 
Theodore of Tarius, an Ecclefiaftic of great learning 
and abilities, whom he confecrated Archbilhop of 
Canterbury, and fent into Britain, together with an 
Abbot named Adrian, as his colleague and advifer. 
At the fame time he prevailed with Benedict, who 
was then at Rome, to accompany the new Prelate 
in his journey, both as his conductor and his inter- 
preter (4). (4t*ede,iii 

[D] and piflures. ] He brought over thofe of fufra, 294.. 

our Saviour, the Virgin Mary, and the Apoftles; 
pictures of feveral events in the Gofpel Hiftory, and 

of the virions of St. John in the Apocalypfe ; all 
which he hung up in his new church dedicated to St. 
Peter. He had a farther view, than that of mere or- 
nament, in this ; intending thereby to affect the 
minds of the fpectators with an awful fenfe of reli- 
gion, byprefenting to their eyes lively reprefenta- 
tions of the amiable afpect of our Saviour and his 
Saints, the glories of his Incarnation, and the terrors 
of the laft judgment. Quatenus intrantes ecclefiam 
omnes etiam literarum ignari, quaquaverfum intendcrent* 
veljemper amabilem Chrifti Sanclorumque ejus, quamvis 
in imagine, contemplarentur ajpeclum ; vel Dominica? 
Incarnationis gloriam vigilant iore mente recolerent ; vel 
extremi dij crimen examinis quafl coram oculis habentes, 
dijlriclius fe ipfi examinare memintffent (5). 


John, 


($) u. ibid. 
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John, Arch-Chanter of St. Peter's, and Abbot of St. Martin's, who introduced the Roman 
manner of finging mafs. In 682, King Egf'rid gave him another piece of ground gj** •* 
on the banks of the Tyne, four miles from Newcaftle (f) ; where he built another mo- (piAmt ^ 
naftery called Girwy or Jarrow [£}, dedicated to St. Paul, and placed therein feventeen 
Monks under an Abbot named Ceolfrid. About the lame time, he appointed a Prefbyter 
named Eajlerwitius to be Joint-Abbot with himfelf of the monaltcry of We re mouth [F] : 
foon after which, he took his fifth and laft journey to Rome, and, as before, came back 
enriched with a farther fupply of ecclefiaftical ornaments [G]. He had not been long at 
home before he was feized with a dead palfy, which put an end to his life on the twelfth or 
January 690. His behaviour during his ficknefs was truly Chriftian and exemplary | H). 
He was buried in his own monaftery of Wcremouth (g). Lehuid will tell us the fate of ( S )M*>** 
Benedid's two monatteries [/J. He wrote fome pieces mentioned below [K]. The 

famous 


(6) Britannia, 
by Eifliop Gib- 
fan, laft edit. 
Vol. ii. col. 956. 


[E] He built another mottajlery, called Girwy, or Nam et leatijftmum Pet rum Apoftolum Romt Pontificet 
Tarrow.l Camden tells us (6), there is ftill to be feen fub fe duos per ordinim ad rcgendam ecchftam conjlmufit 


the following infeription, which is fairly legible on- 
the church-wall of the town of Jarrow : 

Dedicatio Basilica 
Sci Pauli Villi KL: Mai 
Anno XVI Ecfridi Reg. 

Ceolfridi Abb: ejusdem 
Q^Eccles; Do: auctore 
Conditoris anno IIII. 

l. e*. The dedication of the church of St. Paul, the ninth 
cf the Calends of May, in the fexteenth year of King 


catifa infante neceffaria tradunt hiftoria?. He inftances 
likewife in the famous St. Benedict, who, as St. Gre- 
gory writes concerning him, fet twelve Abbots at one 
time over his difciples. 

[G] He came buck enriched with a farther fupply of 
ecclefiajlical ornaments.'] Thefe chiefly confilled of 
books and pictures. Among the latter were fome 
which reprefentcd the connexion between the Old 
and NewTeftament ; fuch as, Ifaac bearing the wood 
with which himfelf was to. be facrificed, and Jefus 
Chrift bearing the crofs on. which himfelf was to fuf- 
fer; al'fo the ferpent erected by Mofes in the wilder- 


Ecfrid, and the fourth year of Ceolfrid Abbot, and nefs, and The Son of Man hanging on the crofs. He 
(with the divine ajjiftance) founder of the faid church, brought over, likewife, two filken palls of exquifite 
" In this infeription (the right reverend editor tells workmanfhip, with which he afterwards purchafed of 


us) the XVI" mould be XV. For King Egfrid 

* reigned no more than fifteen years ; and fo Sir 
c James Ware has given it in his notes upon Bede's 

* Hiftory of the Abbots of Wcremuth. But it ought 
6 not to be inferred from the infeription, thatCeoi- 
c frid was the founder of this monaftery, fince it ap- 
' pears from Bede's account, that he was only con- 
c ftituted firft Abbot of the place by Benedi&us Bifco- 

pius, who fent him thither, with a colony of about 


King Alfrid, who fucceeded Ecfrid, a piece of land 
on the fouth-fide of the mouth of the Were (i i). 

[H] His behaviour during his ficknefs was truly chri- 
ft/ an and exemplary.] Bcde is very copious in deferr- 
ing the circumltances 6f Benedict's ficknefs and death ; 
but we (hall abridge his narrative. Though his dif- 
tcmper lafted full three years, he bore it with a moft 
wonderful patience and refignation. Thofe nights, 
in which he could not fleep through the violence of 


iiMhid* ' feventeen Monks, from Weremouth (7).' William his difeafe, hefpent in hearing the book of Job, or 

_/-i»/r 1 rt ■ .v_ _ ' f A.'Tf J r .t A _r B'-tlt-L J i.Li 1*,.. - - J * 


(S) Apud Scrip- 
tor. port Bcdam. 
edit. Franco f. 
1601, p. 294. 


(9) Bede, ubi 
fupra, p. 296. 


(10) Ibid. 


of Malmefbury miftook the fituation of this fecond 
monaftery, when he wrote thus concerning Benedict. 
Hie Hlra? amnis utrafque ripas ( qui apud Northumbros 
non incelebris fama? habetur ) ininaferiis pr&texuit, fub 
apoftolorum Petri et Pauli nomine charitatis et regulee 
unione non difcrepantibus (8) i. e. ' This Abbot co- 

* vered both the banks of the famous river Wire in 
c Northumberland with monafteries, dedicated to St. 

* Peter and St. Paul, united by the ties of brotherly 
c love, and profeffion of the fame rule.' This His- 
torian fuppofes both Benedict's monafteries to have 
been built on the oppofite banks of the fame river ; 
whereas that of Girwy or Jarrow was at the mouth of 
the Tyne, fome miles diftant from that of Weremouth. 
The harmony and union which, William of Malmef- 
bury tells us, iubiiited between the two convents, 
was what the pious founder had chiefly in view, as 
we learn from Bede. ' M on after i urn Beati Pauli 
' Apoftoli conftruxit, ea duntaxat ratione, ut una 

* utriufque loci pax et concordia, eadem perpetua 

* familiaritas confervaretur et gratia ; ut ficut, verbi 
c gratia, corpus a c'apite per quod" fpirat non poteft 
' avelli, caput corporis fine quo non vivit nequit ob- 
c livifci, ita nullus haec monafteria primorum apofto- 
c lorum fraterna focietate conjuncta aliquo ab invicem 
e temptaret difturbare conatu (9). — - — He built the 

* rao7iaftcry of St. Paul with this- view only, that union 
c and agreement, and the fame friendly intercourfe, might 
' perpetually fubfift between the two focieties \ that, in 

* like manner as the body cannot be torn away from the 

* head by which it breathes, nor the head forget the 

* body by which it lives ; fo no one might endeavour to 
c fep arais from each other, or dijlurb the union which 

* fubfijled between thefe monafteries dedicated to the two 

* chief Apoftles, and joined together in brotherly focietyJ 
[F] He appointed Eafterwinus to be Joi?it~ Abbot with 

himfelf of the monaftery of Weremouth.] His frequent 


(n) Bcde, widi 
p. 297. 


fome other parts of Scripture, read to him, and in 
finging of pfalms with two of the Monks. He was 
particularly careful to provide for the future welfare 
of his monafteries. And to this purpofe he exhorted 
the Monks to a ftrict obfervance of the rule he had 
taught them ; which was not, he faid, the offspring 
of his own thought and judgment, but compofed of 
the beft institutions he had met with in feventeen 
monafteries that he had vifited in his frequent travels. 

* Neque enim put are h abet is, inquit, quad ex mco h&c 

* qua? vobis ftatui deer eta indoclus cordc prouder im. Ex 
f decern quippe et feptem monafteriis, qiae inter longos 
e meat crebr/e pcregrinationis difcurfus optima comperi, 
c ha?c univerfa didici, et vobis falubriter obfervanda 
e contradidiJ* He advifed them carefully to preferve 
the library he had collected for the inftruction of the 
Church, and not.fuffer it to be diftipated.. But what 
he moft earneftly recommended to them was, that, in 
the choice of his fucceflbr, they would regard the 
moral character and abilities of the candidate, and not 
his birth and family; wi filing that the place whereon 
the monaftery ftood might rather become a defert, 
than be governed by an unworthy perfon. * Et vcre, 
c inquit,, dico vobis, quia hi comparatione dubrttni malo- 
' rum tolerabilius mi hi multo eft totum hunc locum in quo 
' monafterium fed, Ji fic judicavcrit Deus, in folitudi- 

* .nem f emptier nam; redigi, quam ut f rater meus carnalis, 
' , quern novimus viam vcritatis non ingredi, in eo re- 

* gendo poft me abbatis nomine fucced at. ^ On the night, 
in which the good Abbot died, the Monks affembled 
in the church of the monaftery, and continued pray- 
ing and finging pfalms 'till lie expired. 4 And thu=; 
' (fays his, Hiltorian) this holy foul, long tried and 
' purified in the fire of a hippy affliction, efcaped 
' from the earthly prifon of the body, and took its 
c flight to the glories of everlalting . felicity.' Et fic 
anima ilia fancla longis fagelloritm felicium excocld 

journies into foreign countries, and the uncertainty atque examinata ftammis, luteam carnis fomacem de- 
of the time of his return, made it necelTary that he ferit, et fuperua- beatitudinis libera pervolat ad glo- 
fhould have an afibciate in the government of his mo- riam (12) 


naftery. And in this, Bede aflures us (10), he fol- 
lowed the example of St. Peter him /elf, who (as hif- 
torians inform us) appointed two fubordinate Popes 
at Rome, for the better government of the Church. 
Vol. II. 


[/] Leland w : 11 tell -us the fate of his two mona- 
fteries.] They were plundered and let orr fire by the 
Panes, about the time of .Egbert or Ofwuiph King of 
Northumberland ; and what thefe barbarous invaders 
X x left 


(12) Id. ili i. p. 
297. 298, 29c. 
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Bened;&, Ccol- 
frid, Eafterwi- 
nus, and Hu- 
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BENEDICT. 

famous hiftorian Bede, who wrote the Lives of four of the Abbots of Weremouth and ^r- 
mt; (£), was one of the Monks in thofe convents, and pronounced an homily on the death 
of Benedift, which is ftill extant among that author's Homilies (J). This hiftorian gives fj^V* * 
us a character of our Abbot in the words of St. Gregory [L]. His body was purchafed sector. «. 
at a great price by Adelwold (£) or Ethelwold, Bifhop of Norwich, about the time of 703. 
King Edgar, and depofited in the monaftery of Thorney in Cambridgefhire (I). (0£ 


(b ) Chronic. 
Jo. Bronv. 
apud X Scriptor. 
col. 1 120, 
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an. 1200. 
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Script. Brit. c. 
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Script. Brit. 
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Leland, ubt 


left of them was afterwards deftroyed by the Normans, 
who came in with William the Conqueror. But not 
long after, three Monks of Evefham, the chief of 
whom was Aldwinus, going into Northumberland, in 
order to reftore ther.e the monaftic life, among others 
repaired the convents of Weremouth and Jarrow, 
though in a very flight manner. And but lately (fays 
Leland, who lived about the latter end of Henry 
VII.) they were inhabited by three or four Monks 
from the monaftery of Durham. The greatnefs and 
magnificence of thefe buildings may be inferred from 
the vail heaps of ruins, which our Antiquary himfelf 
faw, not without admiration, and a melancholy re- 
flection on the tranfitory condition of the greateft 
things on earth. Ingcntes tamen utrinque ruin* maxi- 
m or urn olim tedificiorum manifefta indicia etiam nunc ex- 
tant, quas ego nuper non fine admiratione afpexi, rerum 
vicifjitudines t ant arum deplorans ( 1 3 

[K] He wrote fome pieces.] Leland afcribes to him 
only a treatife, in titled, De Confonantia Regula Mo- 
rajlica- Vita ; i. e. 4 Of the Agreement of the rule 
\ of the Monaftic Life.' Bale and Pits give this 
book the title of Concordia Regularum ; i. e. ' The 

* Harmony of the Rules.' And the laft-mentioned 
author informs us, that the defign of this book was to 
prove, that the Rules of all the Holy Fathers tallied 
exactly with that of St. Benedict, Founder of the Be- 
nedictines, He wrote like wife Exbortationes ad Mo- 
nachos ; i.e. ' Advice to the Monks.' De fuo Privi- 
hgio ; i. e. ' Concerning his own Privilege.' And 
De celebratione Fejlorum totius anni ; i. e. f Of the 

* celebration of the Feftivals throughout the year.' 
[Li Bede commends him in the words of St, Gregory .] 

c Qui, ut beati Papac Gregorii verbis, quibuscogno- 

* minis ejus abbatis vitam glorificat, utar ; fuit vir 
4 vita? venerabilis, Gratia Benediclus et nomine, ab 

* ipfo pueritiae fuae tempore cor gerens fenile, aetatem 

* quippe moribus tranfiens, nulli animum voluptati 

* dedit (14). To u/e the words of the holy Pope Gre- 

- g or y* zn w&icb be celebrates an Abbot of the fame 
1 name ; he ivaj a man venerable for his conducl, a 
1 Saint both in name and life ; from his very infancy as 

* wife as the aged, and add idled to no fort of worldly 
' pleafure* This character, to be fure, did not ap- 


pear a juft one to the Bifhop of OfTory, who cenfures 
him feverely for being the firft who imported Gla- 
ziers, Painters, Architects, and other Artificers, 
fubfervient to the pleafures of mankind ; * from 
c whence one may fee (fays hej, how delicate and 

* luxurious thefe Holy Fathers were from the very 

* beginning.' Vitriarios, Pi Bores, Architeclos, et id 
genus alios ad voluptatem artifices, in Angliam omnium 
primus ex tranfmarinis provinciis advexit. Quibus vi- 
de re licet, quam cur 1 oft, molles ac petulantes fuerint hi 
fancli Patres, a prima Jlatim origine (15). Fuller is 
not behind in the feverity of his judgment on oar 
Abbot. 1 He left religion in England (fays that 

* author) braver, but not better than he found it. 
1 Indeed, what Tully faid of the Roman Lady, that 
4 Jhe danced better than became a modeft woman, was 

* true of God's fervice, as by him adorned, the gau- 

* dinefs prejudicing the gravity thereof. He made 

* all things according (not to the pattern in the Mount 

* with Mofes, but) the Precedent of Rome; and his 

* convent, being but the Romijh Tranfcript, became 
4 the Engltjh Original \ to which all the m on arteries 

* in the laud were luddenly conformed (16).' B. 

* % * [Mr. Thomas Warton, who mentions feveral 
of the circumftances above related, fpeaks of Benedict 
Bifcop as one of the molt diftinguiihed of the Saxon 
Ecclefi allies. The library which he added to his mo- 
naftery, was ftored with Greek and Latin volumes. 
Bede has thought it worthy to be recorded, that Ce~ 
olfrid, his fucceflbr in the government of Weremouth* 
Abbey, augmented this collection with three volumes 
of Pandects, and a book of Cofmography wonder- 
fully enriched with curious workman Ihip, and bought 
at Rome. Benedict, in one of his expeditions to 
Rome ,*brought over John, Arch-chantor of St. Pe- 
ter's in that city, who introduced the Roman method 
of finging mafs. He taught the Monks of Bene- 
dict's abbey ; and all the fingers of the raonafteries 
of that province came from various parts to hear 
him fing. With regard to Bale's cenfure of Benedict, 
Mr. Warton obferves, that it is the language of a 
Puritan in Life, as well as in religion (17).] K. 


(15) Bale«s f 4e 
Script. Brit. 
Ccnt.l.c,hxxu« 


(16) Fuller's 
Worthies of 
England. York* 
fblrt, p, 19a, 


BENEDICT, Abbot of Peterborough in the XUth century, was originally a 
Benedi&ine Monk in the monaftery of Canterbury, afterwards Prior of that houfe \a\ 
and from thence, in the year 1 177, advanced by King Henry II. to the abbacy of Peter- 
borough, in the room of William Watervill, who had been depofed by the Archbifhop 
of Canterbury (b). Benedict had ftudied at Oxford, and taken the degree of Do£lor in 
Divinity ; and became intimately acquainted with the famous Archbiftiop Becket. After 
that Prelate's death, he wrote an Hijtory of his Life and Miracles [A]. He has the gene- 
ral character of a very learned man (c) \ though the Btfliop of QiTory beftows very hard 
words upon him, and can afford him no better an appellation than that of a vile impojior^ 
for no other reafon, as appears, but becaufe he wrote the Life of Becket (d). Bilhop 
Nicolfon tells us (e) f he died in the year 1200. 


(17) Hi fiery of 
EngHfh Poetry, 
Vd, i. Diff. IU 


fa) Baleus, de 
Script. Brit. 
Cent, HI. c. lis. 


[A] He wrote an Hiftory of the Life and Miracles 
of Archbifhop Becket.] Bale and Pits fpealc of two 
pieces, which probably are but one and the fame ; 
the firft, in titled, Vita Thoma Cantuarienfis ; i. e. 

* The Life of Thomas Archbifhop of Canterbury 
the other, Miracula Thorn* Martyris ; i. e. * The 

* Miracles of Thomas the Martyr/ Leland, who 
mentions only The Life of Becket as written by our 
author, gives it the character of an elegant perform- 
ance (1). But Bale treats it as a mere heap of lies 
and forgeries, in order to palm Becket on the multi- 
tude for a firft rate Saint, and interceftbr with God. 
Ut pro magno ccclefert Marty re Becket us coleretur, et ut 
Janclijjtmus ad Deum patron us vulgo haberetur, accejft 
hie quintus vcl fextus, fed non ultimus, fucattf ejus fane- 
ttmonicz tefiisy eonfiftis mi lie mendaciorum fignis, inira- 
culorum loco (2). Nor is this author's fpleen confined 
to Benedid, but extends itfelf to the Monks of thofe 
times in general, whom hereprefents as a fetof mere 
debauchees and impoilors, concealing their vices un- 


der a mafk of piety, and cheating the people with the 
moll diabolical Millions. His die bus pejimis, ventri 
indulgentes monachi et kypocrita^y praftigiis plufquam di- 
abolicis mwtdum illudebant (3 ). Dr. Cave tells us (<{.), 
that the author of the Quadrilogus tranferibed a great 
part of BenedicYb Life of Becket into the third and 
fourth books of his work. This $uadrilogus y or De 
Vita et Proctffn S. Thome Cantnarienfis tt M^rf\ s 
fuper Libertate ec cleft aflica (Bifhop Nicolfon tells iuk 
b collected out of four Hiftorians, who were contem- 
porary and converfant with Becket, in his height of 
glory, and loweft depreflion ; namely, Herbert de 
Hofcham, Johannes Camotenfis, William of Canterbury , 
and Alan of Tcukjbury ; who are brought in as lb 
many feveral relaters of matters of fact, interchange- 
ably (5). Here is no mention of our Benedict in this 
lift ; k> that either the Doctor is miitake-n in his afTer- 
tion, or the Biihop is not exacl in his account of the 
authors from whence the ^hiadrilogus was compiled* 
The reader will find a long catalogue of authors^ who 

have 
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(a) In his Trim 
umpb of Truth, 
Part it, chap. iii. 
f. a. 


have recorded the Life and Aftions of that Arch- 
Saint in the article BECKET (Thomas). B. 


* * 
* 


[The feverity of Bale's principles fhd tem- 
per, and his averfion to the Monks, fometimes car- 
ried his reprefentations of them to an excefs. There 
was, however, in many cafes, fufficient reafon to ex- 
pofe their ignorance, their idlenefs, their fuperfti- 
tions, their frauds, and their debaucheries. The 
various evils that arofe from the prevalence of the re- 
ligious orders of the church of Rome, and from the 
multitude of monafteries and convents, will now be 
generally acknowledged ; and we cannot fufficiently 
rejoice at the demolition of them, and the far fuperior 
advantages, in point of knowledge, civility, refine- 


ment, focial happinefs, and religion which we now 
enjoy. At the fame time, we may be per- 
mitted to look back with a philofophical eye, upon 
the collateral and occafional benefits that, in the 
ages of darknefs and barbarity, were derived from 
monadic inftitutions ; and to admire the wifdom and 
benevolence of that Providence which hath educed 
good from ill. By the means of monafteries, the an- 
cient languages and manufcripts were preferved ; arts 
and learning, in a certain degree, maintained ; and 
cultivation extended. This fubjecl: hath been dif- 
cufled with equal ingenuity, elegance, and penetra- 
tion, by Mrs. Barbauld (6) ; and it has been well 
ill unrated by Mr. Warton, in refpeft to books and 
literature (7).] K. 


BENEFIELD (Sebastian), an eminent Divine of the XVI Ith century, was 
born, Auguft the 12th, 1559, at Preftonbury in Gloucefterfhire. He was educated at 
Oxford, being admitted, at feventeen years of age, a Scholar of Corpus Chrifti college, 
Auguft the 30th, 1586; and Probationer-Fellow of the fame houfe, April the 16th, 
1590. After he had taken the degree of Matter of Arts, he went into holy orders, and 
diftinguiftied himfelf as a preacher. In 1599, he was appointed Rhetoric-Reader of his 
college, and the year following was admitted to the reading of the fcntences. In 1608, 
he took the degree of Doftor in Divinity, and five years after was chofen Margaret-Pro- 
feflbr in that univerfuy. He filled the Divinity-Chair with great reputation, and after 
fourteen years refigned it. He had been prefented, feveral years before, to the redtory 
of Mey fey- Hampton, near Fairford in Gloucefterlhire, upon the ejection of his prede- 
ceffor for Simony ; and now he retired to that benefice, and fpent there the fhort re* 
mainder of his life (about four years) in a pious and devout retreat from the world. Dr. 
Benefield was fo eminent a Scholar, Difputant, and Divine, and particularly fo well 
verfed in the Fathers and Schoolmen, that he had not his equal in the univerfity. He 
was ftrongly attached to the opinions of Calvin, efpecially that of Predeftination ; info- 
much that Humphry Leach {a) calls him a downright and doftrinal Calvinijl. He has 
been branded likewife with the character of a Schifmatic : but Dr. Ravis, Biftiop of 
London, acquitted him of this imputation, and declared him to be free from Scbifm, and 
much abounding in Science. He was remarkable for ftridtnefs of life and fincerity ; of a re- 
tired and fedentary difpofition, and confequently lefs eafy and affable in converfation. 
We fliall mention his Works in the remark [A], This worthy Divine died in the par- 
fonage houfe of Mey fey- Hampton, Auguft the 24th, 1630, and was buried in the 
chancel of his pariQv church, the 29th of the fame month (b). 


[A] His worts.] They are, I.Doclrina? Chriftiana 
fex Capita tot idem Praleftionibus in Schola Theologica 
Oxonienft pro forma habit is dijcuffa et difceptata ; i.e. 

* Six Points of Chriftian Doctrine di feu lied and ex- 

* amined in as many Lectures read in the Divinity- 

* School of Oxford.' Oxon. 16 10, 4-to. II. Appen- 
dix ad Caput fecundum de Confiliis Evangelicis, &C. ad~ 
verfus Humphredum Leach ; i. e. 4 An Appendix to 

* the fecond Point concerning the Counfels of the 

* Gofpel, &c. in anfwer to Humphrey Leach.' This 
is printed with the foregoing treatife. III. Eight 
Sermons publiclv preached in the Univerftty of Oxford, 
the fecond at St. Peter's in the Eaft, the reft at St. 
Mary's church. Began Dec. 14., 1595. Oxford, \ 6 1 4, 
4 to. IV. The Sin againft the Holy Ghoft difcovered, 
and other Chriftian Doclrines delivered, in twelve Ser- 
mons upon part of the tenth chapter of the Epiftle to the 
Hebrews, Oxford, 161 5, 4to. V. A Commentary or 
Expojition upon the ftrft chapter of Amos, delivered in 
twenty -one Sermons in the par i/h- church of Mey fey - 
Hampton in the diocefe of Glocefter. Oxford , 1 6 1 3 , 4m. 
This work was tranflated into Latin by Henry Jack 
fon of Corpus-Chriiti- College, and printed at Op- 
penheim in 1615, Svo. V . Several Sermons, as 
The Chriftian Liberty, Sec. on the 1 Cor. ix. 19. Ox- 
ford, 161 3, 8vo. This fermon was preached at 
Wootton-Underedge before the Clergy at an Epifco- 
pal Vifitation, and was printed with his Commentary 
on Amos. A Sermon at St. Mary's in Oxford, on 
Pfalm xxi. 6. preached March the 24th, 1610, being 
King James's Inauguration-day. Oxford, 161 1, 4to. 
The Ha ven of the Afflicted, preached at the Cathedral 


Church of Gloucefler, Auguft the 10th, 1613, on 
Amos iii. 6. London, 1620, 4to. VII. A Com- 

mentary, or Expofttion upon the fecond chapter of Amos f 
delivered in twenty -one Sermons, in the parijh-church of 
Mey fey -Hampton, Sec. London, 1620, 4to. VIII. 
Pr*ele£iiones de Perfeverantia Sanclorum ; i. e. f Lec- 
* tures on the Perfeverance of the Saints.' Francfort, 
16 1 8, 8vo. IX. A Commentary, or Expofttion on the 
third chapter of Amos, &c. London, 1629, 4to. 
X. There is extant likewife a Latin Sermon of Dr. 
Benefield's on Revelations v. 10. Printed in 1616, 
4to(i). B. 

%* [One cannot eafily perufe the preceding cata- 
logue of Dr. Benefield's publications, without reflect- 
ing on the oblivion to which the works of many 
learned men are configned. The writings of this 
once eminent fchol*-, difputant, and divine, are 
now, we believe, totally neglected. We do not re- 
collect that they are held in cftimation, or even much 
known, by thofe perfons who value themfelves on 
their regard for the old divinity. What a mortifica- 
tion would it have been to a number of diligent au- 
thors, who have rifen early, and fitten up late, to 
promote the benefit of pofterity, if they had forefeen 
that pofterity would pay no attention to their la- 
bours ! But fuch will ever be the cafe, when the ftu- 
dies of men are devoted to temporary, or compara- 
tively trifling controverfies, and when they write with 
a fcholaftic attachment to fome prevailing fy item.] 

K. 
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BENIGNUS (St.) Archbifliop of Armagh in. Ireland, was the immediate fuc- 
ceffor of St. Patrick in that See, Anno 455 ; though it mull be confeiTed, that this is a 
point which has afforded fome controversy \A\* Writers differ as to his name : fome 

call 


(1) Archbifhop r-^ j 4 point which has a forded fome controver/y .] in the See of Armagh, has taken fome pains to ftate 
Uftier, primord. rp, nreateft fucceflbr ( 1 ) of St. Patrick that ever fat this controverfv in its full extent, and with fuch 
££• P - 873 ' ^ Earning 
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BENIGNUS. 


Malmfbury, 
U flier, Primord* 
p. 877. 


p^tiici^ca V '\* ca ^ h\m Stephen (a\ fome Beneneus (£), others Beona (0> and by an Irifh termination 'j^^*** 
^tncu, ca P . 1. 0 f t h ewor( j B en i n , in Latin Benignus. It is probable thai St Patrick baptized him by rJ P wiiiiamof 
the name of Stephen, and hat he obtained the nick-name of Benin from his incom- 
parably fweec difpolition, and his great affection to St. Patrick, the word Bin, in the 
Irifh language, fignifying ; and that from thence the other names flowed. He was 
the fon of Seignen, a man of wealth and power in Meath, who, in the war in 43 hofpitably 
entertained St. Patrick in his journey from the port of Colp [/?], where he landed, to the 
Court of King Leogair at Tarah, and, with his whole family, embraced Chriftianity and 
received baptifm. The youth grew fo fond of his father's gueft, that he could not be 
feparated from his company. St Patrick took him away with him at his departure, and 
taught him his firft rudiments of learning and religion : Benin profited greatly under fuch 
a matter, and became afterwards a man eminent for piety and virtue, whom St. Patrick 
thought worthy to fill the See of Armagh, which he refigned to him in +55. Benin died 
in 468, on the ninth of November, having alfo refigned his See three years before his 
death. The writers of the dark ages, however different they arr from one another in other 
particulars, yet in the main agree as to the fuccefilon of St. Benin in the government of the 
See of Armagh [Cj. However, there is fome discordance among them as to the place of 
his death and burial, which will be fhewn in the remarks [D], William of Malmefbury 


(2) Hiftor. Hib. 
I. i. c. xiv. 

(3) Col^an.Atf. 
San£t. p. 541. 

(4) Ibid, ad 3 
Martii. 


learning and judgment, that his arguments can admit 
of no reply. He i"hews, that what has mifled Cam- 
pian (2) and other writers (3), in placing St Senan 
in the fuccefiion to the See of Armagh immediately 
after St. Patrick, was a mifconftruttion of a prophecy 
of St. Patrick in a Poetical life of St. Senan, pub- 
limed by John Colgan (4) out of an ancient MS. of 
die prancifcan Friers of Kilkenny. The Prophecy 
runs thus : 

Nafcetur vobis parvulus, 
Futurus Dei famulus, 
Qui et Senanus nomine ; 
In meo Habit ordine, 
Mihi, Deo propitio, 
Succedens Epifcopio. 

To yon an infant Jhall be born, 

A future minijler of God ; 
Who calVd Senanus Jhall adorn 

This place of my abode ; 
And by the grace of God Jhall be 
Succeeding Bijhop after me* 

tJiher mews, from fevcral authorities, but more par- 
ticularly from a MS. Life of St. Brigid, that St. 
Senan governed the See of Tnis-Catty" in the river 
Shannon, and not that of Armagh ; and that the 
Prophecy related to his fucceflion in the former of 
thele Sees, and not in the other : For St. Patrick 
made it his conftant practice where he ellablifhed an 
epifcopal See, to govern it himfclf for fome time, 
and then to appoint a fucceflbr, who from his ex- 
ample might know the nature of the government he 
was defirous fhould &e exercifed ; and this was what 
Be did at Iriis-Catty, and the fame he purfued at Ar- 
magh, which he refigned to Benignus thirty-eight 
years before his death. By comparing the Ullter 
($) tbid.v. 874. Annals with thofe of Muniter, which Ufhcr (5) has 
done with great exaclnefs, it is impoflible that St. 
Senan ihould have been Archbifhop of Armagh im- 
mediately after St. Patrick : but to enter into U flier's 
Chronology and reafons upon this occafion, would 
fwell this note to too great length, which would fa- 
tigue the reader, whom therefore I fliall refer to him 
for full fatisfadlion, and only obferve, that the moil 
correct writers (6) of the Life of St. Patrick have 
made Benignus the immediate fuccefibr of St. Patrick 
in the See of Armagh. The fame reafons ferve to 
clear the point, not only as to St. Senan, but as to 
Secundin or Sechnal (who was Bifhop of Dunfliaghlih 
in Meath), and Lo Sen-Patrick, who are by the Pfal- 
tcr of Calhel both placed in the See of Armagh be- 
fore St. Benignus, the firft of whom died in 448, 
when, part queftion, St. Patrick himfelf governed 
that See, and the other in 458, three years after the 
advancement of Benignus. 

[B] From the port of Colp.] Colp, anciently called 
Portus-Colbdi, is a little port at the mouth of the 
river Boyne, near Drogheda, which, according to 
the Jriih Hiilorians (7), took its name from Colptha, 
the*brother of Heremon, King of Ireland, who was 
drowned here about the year of the world 3500. At 
the hill of Tarah was the palace of the fupremc Mo- 
narch s of Ireland. 


(6) Probus, 1. ii 
C. i. 

Jocelin, c. xxxix 
Tirechan. MS. 


(7) Flaherty's 
Ogygia, p. 182 


[C] The writers cf the dark ages agree in the fuccef- 
fo?; of Benin to the See of Armagh.] So fay Probus, 
Tirechan, and Jocelin, as quoted above. in the text; 
the latter of which writers is very exprefs and full in 
that particular. Having firft given an account of the 
' father, he proceeds, ( Habebat vir ille filium quern 

* fanclus unda falutari abluens ac nomen ei ex re 
c adaptans nominavit JBenignum ; .et vere iicut voca- 

* bulo, fic et vita et moribus erat Benignus, dileclus 

* Deo et hominibus in terra et ccelo gloria et honorc 

* dignus. Hie S. Praefulis lateri firmiter adhxfit, nec 

* ab illo avelli ullatenus potuit. Cum enim San&us 

* quieti membra daturus, leclo fe recipirTet, ille pu- 

* rifilmus puer a patre et matre fugiens, ad pedes 

* San&i fe projecit, ipfofque ad pectus fuum fuis ma- 

* nibus conftringens, crebrdque deofculans ibidem 
? paufavit. In craftinum cum Sanclus procinclus ad 

* iter uno pede in fandalibus, altero in terra pofito, 

* vehiculum afcenderet, puer pedem illius ftriclis ma- 

* nibus apprehendit, obfecrans et adjurans ne fe re- 

* linqueret. Et cum ilium amovere a fanrti veitigiis, 
' et fecum retinere vellet uterque parens, puer cum 

* magno fletu et ejulatu clamavit, dicens, recedite, 
' quaefo, recedite, dimitte me ut pergam cum meo 
' fpirituali patre. Sanclus vero in tenello corde et 
' corpore devotionem tantam intuens in nomine Do- 
f mini ilium benedixit, fecum ilium levari in vehi- 
' cuium jubens: ipfum fuccefforem minijlcrii fai s ficut 

* et fuit, fore pr&dixit. Idem namaue Benignus^ in Re- 

* gimine Pontificaius primatufque totius Hibernia- ftc- 
e cejjit S. Patricio, virtutibus et miraculls clarus quievit 
4 in Domino. - Sefgnen had a fon, whom Sc. Patrick 
' baptized, and, adapting his name to his difpofition, 
' called him Benignus ; and, in truth, his life and 
' temper made good the name ; for he was o-entle 
1 and good-natured, beloved by God and men^ and 
' worthy of glory and honour both in this world and 
' the next. This youth fluck clofe to the fide of the 
' Prelate, and could by no means be kept afunder 
' from him : For when the holy man w'as going to 
1 take his reft, this moil pure child running from his 
' father and mother, call himfelf at his f ce t, and 
' prefting them with his hands lo his brealt, and im- 
' printing many kifTes thereon, refted with him. On 
1 the morrow, when St. Patrick was prepare^ for Ins 
' journey, and ready to get into his chariot, the boy 
c laid hold of his foot, befeeching and adjuring him 
< not to leave him behind ; and when both his pa- 
' rents would have feparated him from their gueh\ 
' and retained him with them, the lad, wich tear.; 
' and lamentations, begged them to let him go with 
1 his fpintual faiher. The Saint, feeing fuch givat 
' devotion in fo tender a heart and body, blerfed him 
f in the name of the Lord; and, takliig him ap in 
; hls chariot, prophefied, Thai yc f>Gutd% s iVeyuccef- 
' fi r °f *V QWftrj* a* indeed he ^yas : For this fame 



[D] Some df cor dance among them as to his burial* 
which nvifl be J/jezvn in the remarks.] The Annals of 
lui^fall fay he died at Roimi in 467 or 46 s* Nov em - 


BENIGNUS. BENNET. 

has given us this barbarous epitaph, which he fays was inicribed on his monument at 
Ferlingmore, near Glaftonbury, inJEngland. 

Hoc Patris in lapide Beonse St. ofla locata; 
Qui Pater exciterat Monachorum hie tempore prifcOi 
Hunc fore Patricii dudum fortafle miniftrum 
Fantur Hiberniginas, & Beonam de nomine dicunt. 1 


(d) Primord. 
P.S77. 


(8) MS. 
Cotton. 


in BiU. 


(g) San&ilo- 
gium. 

(10) Primord. 
p. 877* 


Father BeonncCs bones in this tomb lie ; 
Of old the Father of the Monks hereby 5 
Difciple to St. Patrick fo much fam'd, 
The Irifh fay he was a Beon nami'd. 

But Uflier is of opinion (d) y that Beonna mentioned in this epitaph was a different perfon 
from our Benignus ; efpecially if what the Tripartite wrirer of the Life of St. Patrick fays 
be true, viz. that his remains were depofited with great honour at Armagh ; which paf- 
fage, I mud obferve, is not to be found in the printed Tripartite Life, faid to be written 
by St. Evin. Some writings are afcribed to him, of which an account may be feen in the 
notes [E] f 


ber the 9th ; others fay at Ferlingmore near Glafton- 
bury, concerning which may be feen this palTige in a 
catalogue of the reiiques of the Abbey of Glaftonbury 
in the Cotton library (8). ' In the coffin of St. Be- 
t nignus, an Iriih Biihop and Diiciple of St. Patrick, 
' are contained his reiiques entire, except his head 

* and teeth, which are wanting. He took a journey 
' to this place for the love he bore to St. Patrick. 

* The Lord hath often manifefted, by the many dif- 

* coveries of the virtues of St. Benignus, in what a 

* high degree of favour he Itood with God : his mi- 

* racles wrought at Ferlingmore bear vvitnefs to this 

* truth. His prayers produced a large river, and 
1 from his faplefs ftafF fprung an huge tree, green 

• * and bearing leaves. He led an eremitical life in an 

* ifland near Glaftonbury, called Ferlingmore, and 

* there made a good end ; and after a revolution of 

* many years was honourably tranflated to Glafton- 
f bury,' viz. in the year 1091, as appears in John of 
Tinmouth (9) : but Uflier (10) obferves, that if what 
the author of the Tripartite Life of St. Patrick e.v- 
prefsly affirms, that he was buried at Armagh, be 


true, that then the Benignus of Glaftonbury, and the 
Benignus of Armagh, muft be two different perfons, 
as is obferved in the text. 

[isj Some writings afcribed to him, of which an ac- 
count may be feen in the notes.] Thefe are, 

I. A Book partly in Latin , and partly in Irijh, on 
the virtues and miracles of St. Patrick \ to which Joce- 

lin (n) confefTes he was indebted. (n) Vit. Patr* 

II. An Irifh Poem, written on the Conner/on of the ca P- clxxxvi. 
people of Dublin to the Chrifian Faith. 

IH. The Munfler Book of Reigns, called by fome 
Leabhar Bening, or Bening's Book, and by others Le- 
abhar na Geart, qu. d. the booL of Genealogy, which 
is afcribed to him by Dr. Nicolfon (1 2), Biihop of ( I2 ) Hi{ *» 
Derry. H s. Libr.p. 51. 

* # * [With regard to St. Benignus's epitaph, it 
hath been obferved to us, that thefe verfes, if pro- 
perly written, would hot appear fo barbarous, but 
much above the compoiition of Monks. The firft line 
ought to be, 

' In lapide hoc patris Beonss funt o/Ta locata.] K. 


BENNET, or BENET (Henry), Earl of Arlington, was an eminent ftatefman 
in the reign of King Charles II., and in great favour with that monarch. He was de- 
scended of a very ancient and honourable family, feated at Arlington, in the county of 
Middlefex ; being the fecond fon of Sir John Bennet, Knight, by Dorothy, daughter of 
Sir John Crofts, of Saxham, in the county of Norfolk, Knight (a) ; fo that he came into ^ f ^ d ^ r ^. of 
the world with all the advantages, in point of birth, that a private gentleman could Bene?!™ y ° 
have [J], He was born fome time in the year 1 6 1 8, and having received the rudiments 

of 
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(2) Baronage, 
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[A] In point of birth that private gentleman could 
have.] The reader will hereafter fee, that when 
this Gentleman came to his highefl preferments, the 
Great Duke of Ormond was plea fed to ftyle him one 
whom he had known a very little Gentleman ( i ). 
Dugdale is entirely filent on this head ; and when he 
treats of him as a Peer, does not fo much as tell us 
who was his father (2). It is however certain, that 
he was born of a very good family, and that there 
was not the lead reafon for treating him as an up- 
ftart. We find mention made of William Benet in 
the reign of Edward the Third (3) : but whether this 
family is derived from him is uncertain. The higheft 
we can trace them is to the year 1433 (4), when John 
Bennet was feated in the county of Berks, whofe 
grandfon was Thomas Bennet, of Clapcot near Wal- 
lingford in that county, who, by his wife Anne, had 
ifTue Richard Bennet his fon and heir, and Thomas 
Bennet who was Lord Mayor of London, and knighted 
by King James the Firft on the 26th of July 1603, in 
the firft year of his reign, which Sir Thomas Bennet 
left a numerous pofterity of both fexes, who married 
into fome of the beft families in England (5). As 
for Richard Bennet, the eldeft fon and heir of Tho- 
mas Bennet before mentioned, he married Elizabeth, 
daughter of Thomas Tifdale of Deanly, in the county 
of Berks, Efq; and had imie Ralph Bennet, his fon 
and heir, from whom thofe of Moreden in Surry de- 
rive them fe Ives j Sir John Bennet, Knt. fecond fon, 
Vol. II. 


anceftor to the prefent Earl of Tankervilfe ; Thomas, 
third fon, Alderman of London, who dying Anno 
1622, left iffue three fons, whereof Richard the eldeft 
fon, by his nrft wife, left only one daughter, Jane, 
married to James Scudamore, elded fon and heir of 
John Lord Scudamore ; likewife by his fecond wife, 
he had an only daughter Dorothy, married to Sir 
Henry Capel, Knight of the Bath, created Lord 
Capel of Tevvkfbury, but died without ifTue. Tho- 
mas the fecond fon was feated at Baberham in Cam- 
bridgeshire, and was created a Baronet on the 22d of 
November 1660, but this title is now extinct. Sir 
John Bennet, Knt. fecond fon of Sir Richard Ben- 
net, was feated at Davvley in the county of Middle- 
fex, and was created on the 6th of July 1 589, 31 Eliz. 
Doctor of Laws by the univerfity of Oxford (6), hav- (6) Wood's 
ing been one of the Proctors there. He was after- Fafti Oxon. 
wards Vicar-General in Spirituals to the Afchbifhop Yol.i. col. 138a 
of York, and Prebendary of Langtoft in the church 
of York. In the 24th of Eliz. bearing the title of 
iDoclor of Laws, he was in commiflion with the Lord- 
keeper Egerton (7), the Lord-Treafurer Buckhurlt, (?) Rymer's 
and feveral other Noblemen, for the fupprefTion of Fa ! dera » T6:n <» 
Here'fy.' He was alfo in that reign returned to Par- xvl '" p ' 3 * 6, 
liament for the city of York, and was a leading mem- 
ber of the Houfe of Commdns, as appears from feve- 
ral of his fpeeches in Townlhend's Collections. He 
received the honour of Knighthood from King James 
before his coronation, on the 23d of July 1603, at 
,mo ^yi '-Whitehall, 
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Vol. ii, col. 156. 


( c) Memoirs of 
what patted 
during the 
King T s refidence 
at Oxford, 
p. 13. 


(d) Wood, 
ubifupra. 


(e) Mifcellanea 
-Aulica, p. 130. 

(f) Cowley's 
Letters, p. 1. 


B E N N E T. 

of learning in his father's houfe, was afterwards fent to Chrift-church college in Oxford, 
where he foon diftinguifhed himfelf by the vivacity of his parts, as well as by his drift 
application to learning. But what was chiefly remarkable in him at this time, was his 
turn for Englilh poetry \ fo that there are very few of the univerfity colledtions upon fo- 
lemn occafions, while he was at college, in which there are not one or more pieces of 
Mr. Bennet's (b). Upon the King's coming to Oxford, after the breaking out of the civil 
war,. Mr. Bennet was foon introduced to him, had the honour of killing his hand, and 
entered in a double capacity into his fervice : for firft of all he entered himfelf a volun- 
teer, and was afterwards made choice of by the famous George Lord Digby, then Secre- 
tary of State, to be at the head of his office, which was a very early, as well as honour- 
able employment for fo young a man (c). This brought him very foon into bufinefs, 
and into an intimate acquaintance with the greateft perfons in the kingdom. His civil 
employment might certainly have excufed him from any immediate fervice in the army, 
if he had been fo inclined ; but he thought it a fhame to remain fafe at Oxford, when the 
King his mafter, the Prince of Wales, and the Princes Rupert and Maurice, were daily 
expofing themfelves in the field, and therefore he let no opportunity flip of fignalizing his 
courage in the royal caufe ; and was particularly in a very (harp rencounter which hap- 
pened at Andover, where he received feveral wounds, of which he lay fome time ill at 
Oxford (d). Thus, at a time of life when many young gentlemen have fcarcely finifhed 
the ordinary courfe of their ftudies, he had rendered himfelf confiderable in the different 
capacities of a Wit, a Soldier, and a Statefman. While he remained in the univerfity he 
took the degrees of Bachelor and Mafter of Arts ; but at what time does not appear ; 
owing, as I conceive, to fome omifiion in the regifters, in thofe times of public confu- 
fion. He attended the King his mafter as long as it was poffible ; and when it was no 
longer in his power to ferve t;he royal caufe at home, or even to remain in England with 
fafety, he retired to France, and from thence went into Italy \ but whether with any 
private commiffion, or purely for the fake of travel and improvement, we have no certain 
information (e). But it was not long, before either his own inclinations, or the com- 
mands of the royal family (f) 9 brought him back again to France in 1649, where he be- 
came Secretary to his Royal Highnefs James Duke of York, not by his own choice, but 
by the exprefs direction of his brother King Charles II. , who, in the fummer of the year 
1654, recommended him to his Royal Highnefs in the ftrongeft terms poffible (g) [B]. 

It 


(g) See that re* 
commendation 
in the King's 
own words, in 
note 


(g) Pedigree of 
the family of 
Bentt, 


Whitehall, and was made in that reign Chancellor to 
Queen Anne (confort of King James), Judge of the 
Prerogative Court of Canterbury, and Chancellor to 
the Archbifhop of York. In the beginning of the 
year 161 7, he was fent Embaflador to Bruflels to 
queftion the Archduke, in behalf of his mafter the 
King of Great Britain, concerning a libel written and 
publifhed, as it was fuppofed, by Erycus Puteanus, 
who neither apprehended the author, nor fupprefled 
the book, until he was folicited by the King's agent 
there : He only interdicted it, and fufrered the author 
to fly out of his dominions. In 1620, Sir John 
Bennet being intitled Judge of the Prerogative Court 
of Canterbury, was i% a fpecial commiffion with the 
Archbifhop of Canterbury, and other Noblemen, to 
put in execution the laws againft all Herefies, great 
errors in matters of Faith and Religion, &c. and the 
fame year bearing the title of Chancellor to the Arch- 
bifhop of York, he was commiflioned with the Arch- 
bifhop of York, and others, to execute all manner of 
eccleftaftical jurifdiction within the Province of York. 
He died in the parifh of Chrift-church in London, in 
the beginning of the year 1627, having had ifTue by 
Anne his wife, daughter of Chriftopher Weekes of 
Salifbury, in the county of Wilts, Efq; Sir John 
Bennet, his fon and heir ; Sir Thomas Bennet, Knt. 
fecond fon, Doctor of the Civil Law, and Mafter in 
Chancery ; and Matthew, third fon, who died un- 
married. His eldeft fon, Sir John Bennet of Daw- 
ley, received the honour of Knighthood in the life- 
time of his father, at Theobalds, on the 15th of June 
1616. He married Dorothy, daughter of Sir John 
Crofts of Saxham, in the county of Norfolk, Knt. 
by whom he had iflue fix fons, John, his fon and 
heir ; Henry, fecond fon, afterwards created Earl of 
Arlington, who is the fubjec! of our prefent article 
(8). His eldeft brother was made Knight of the 
Bath at the coronation of King Charles II., was ad- 
vanced to be Captain of the Band of Gentlemen Pen- 
fioners, and by letters patent, dated the 24th df No- 
vember 1682, wasifreated Baron of Oflulfton, one of 
the hundreds of the county of Middlefex ; and his 
fon Charles Lord Oflulfton having married the only 
daughter and.heirefs of Ford fGrey) Earl of Tanker- 
ville, he was by King George the Firft, Oftober-rc^ 
17 14, created Earl of Tankerville on account of that 


marriage, and was great-grandfather to the prefent 
Earl of Tankerville (9). 

[2?] Recommended him to bis Royal Highnefs in the 
ftrongeft terms poffible*] It is not very hard to guefs at 
the reafons which made Mr. Bennet fo great a fa- 
vourite with the King. He had known him as long 
as any man, there was a great refemblance in their 
tempers, Mr. Bennet had been a man of bufinefs in 
his father's court, and his family were then engaged 
in the King's fervice in England, with great danger 
and expence to themfelves. Mr. Bennet had been 
for fome time about the Duke, as appears from feve- 
ral letters to him from Mr. Abraham Cowley, who 
was Secretary to Lord Jermin, afterwards Earl of St. 
Alban's ; but now he was efpecially appointed his 
Secretary, or the perfon who was to have the care of 
his bufinefs, on whom both himfelf and the King was 
to rely, as will appear from the following paper, 
written by King Charles II. with his own hand, and 
fent to him at the time Mr. Bennet was to take pof- 
feflion of his office, and which therefore deferves the 
reader's notice (10). 

Private Inftrudlions for my Brother the Duke of Tork f 
July 13, 1654. 

' I. You know the model of my affairs in Eng- 
4 land, and therefore will not employ any perfons to 

* treat there. When I go myfelf for Scotland, I 
' will tranfmit to you the bufinefs of England, with 

* all particulars; in the mean time it mull be ma- 
1 naged by myfelf, and in the way I have put it, 
< II. You mu ft not employ or truft Bamfield in any 
' thing, fince I am refolved to have nothing to do 
1 with him, and to forbid all my friends to give ere- 
' dit to him in any thing that concerns me. III. As 
' foon as I think of making any general officers of an 
c army, I will advertife you of it, and I pray do not 
' make any promifes of fuch offices to any perfon 
c whatsoever, without firft acquainting me with your 
c thoughts. IV. Let nobody perfuade you to engage 
c your own perfon in any attempt or enterprizc, with- 
c out firft imparting the 'whole defign to me, which 
4 will be eafily done whilft there is no fea between us; 

* and when that comes to be the cafe, aflure yourfelf 
4 I will defire nothing more than either to have you 

* with me, or in action in fome other place. But, 

* to 


(9) Peerage of 
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B E N N E Ti 

It is certain that no man was in greater credit than Mr. Bennet with the Queen- mother, 
the King, the Duke of York, the Cuke of Gloucefter, and all the royal family. He 
was not only trufted by them as a faithful fervant and an able Minifter, but carefled alio 
as an intimate friend, and a thorough favourite, which is the more extraordinary, becaufe 
even in thofe difficult and dangerous times, there wanted not factions in their little court; 
nor was the harmony amonglt themfelves altogether fo great, as, under fuch circum- 
ftances, might have been reafonably looked for and expefted. But Mr. Bennet took no 
Ihare in any of thefe divifions, remaining for feveral years in the fame high degree of 
favour with all the royal perfonages before mentioned. It is however certain, that he had 
trouble enough in his office about the Duke of York, who was very far from being the 
mod governable perfon ; and therefore it is rto wonder that Mr. Bennet was very foon 
weary of his place, and would willingly have quitted it, if that had been confident with 
(b) Mifceibnea the King's affairs (h) ; but as it was not, and as his Majefty fignified this to him in the 
Auiica,p. xoy. rnoft obliging manner, he was content to remain where he was, till fome favourable alter- 
ation happened. At laft, in 1658, the King found that opportunity which he had long 
expedted, of fending him into Spain, which he propofed very foon after he was recon- 
ciled to that Court, and had liberty to go and refide in the Auftrian Netherlands, but 
wanted a convenient occafion, which offering itfelf now, his Majefty, in the month of 
March, conferred upon him the honour of knighthood, and lent him very foon after, in 
quality of his Minifter, to the Court of Madrid. This is certainly a genuine account of 
that matter, though it differs in fome refpefts from what we are told by the Noble Hifto- 
riafij in reference to this affair-, which fhews that even the greateft men may be in fome 
meafure miftaken, as to points with which they think themfelves molt perfectly ac- 
quainted (i) [CJ. It is on all hands agreed, that Sir Henry Bennet condu&ed himfelf 

with 
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* to deal freely with yon, till I am myfelf in action 

* in fome part of my dominions, which I will en- 
' deavour as foon as poffible, I mould be very forry 

* to fee you engaged before me ; and therefore let no 

* man perfuade you to it under what pretence foever. 
' V. I have told you what the Queen hath promifed 

* me concerning my brother Harry in point of reli- 

* gion, and I have given him charge to inform you 
' if any attempt fhall be made upon him to the con- 

* trary ; in which cafe you will take the bed care 

* you can to prevent his being wrought upon, fince 

* you cannot but know how much you and I are con- 
€ cerned in it. VI. You mull be very kind to 

* Harry Bennet, and communicate freely with him ; 
€ for as you are fure he is full of duty and integrity 

* to you, fo I mull tell you, that I fhall trull him 

* more than any other about you, and caufe him to 

* be intruded at large in thofe bufinefTes of mine, 

* when 1 cannot particularly write to you myfelf, &c. 

CHARLES Rex. 9 

Thefe inftruftions are very curious, and will appear 
more fo to the reader when fome of them are ex- 
plained. The firft gives us the reafon why Mr. Ben- 
net was now appointed his Secretary by the King, 
after having acted in that quality to the Duke of 
York for feveral years. It appears that his Majefly 
had at this time thoughts of making fome attempt 
for the recovery of his dominions, and this attempt 
was defigned in Scotland ; in which cafe the care of 
Englifli affairs was to be transferred to the Duke of 
York, by which means his Secretary would have 
been, in effect, Secretary of State, and therefore the 
King thought it neceffary to make a fpecial appoint- 
ment of Mr. Bennet to this office. It is neceflary to 
obferve here, that in the year 1650, when the King 
was before in Scotland, his Royal Highnefs acted a 
very ftrange part : for being then at Paris, he was 
prevailed upon by Sir Edward Herbert and Sir George 
RatcJiff* to leave that city and go to Bruffels (11), 
upon a prefumption that the King was dead, and this 
without the knowledge of the Lord Byron his Gover- 
nor, or Mr. Bennet his Secretary, who were however 
ordered by the Queen his mother to attend him thi- 
ther ; which exploit made the King a little tender of 
trufting him ever after, efpecially without fome check, 
which in the prefent cafe nis Secretary Bennet was in- 
tended to be. In the fecond article there is mention 
made of one Bamfield, who was a fpy of Cromwell's, 
and kept a conltant correfpondence with Secretary 
(12) The reader Thurloe ( I 2) ; from whence it appears, that this 
may he fatisfied caution of the King's was very neceffary. He is con- 
tinually complaining, in his accounts, of Mr. Ben- 
net, who, he fays, intercepted his letters, and whom 
he reprefents as having fuch an interefl at Paris, that 
there was no being fafe for him, and therefore he 
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was obliged to fend his letters a great way round (13). 
The third and fourth articles mew how much the King 
was afraid of his brother's enterprizing temper at that 
time, for which he had very good reafons, as we 
learn from more authors than one. The fifth was 
occafioned by the repeated endeavours of the Queen- 
Mother to pervert the Duke of Glouceller to Popery, 
which on his ileady refufal had once proceeded fo far 
as turning him out of doors, and leaving him in want 
of a dinner or a bed, if Lord Hatton had not gene- 
roufly fupplied him, with great rilk to himfelf (14). 
The laft article is a clear proof of the King's entire 
dependance upon Mr. Bennet, as one he was fure 
would adhere lleadily to his duty, and contribute all 
he could by his advice to keep the Duke, his matter, 
within the like bounds. We may therefore very well 
conclude from hence, that Mr. Bennet needed no re- 
commendations to, or interceffor with, the King his 
mailer, who certainly confided in him (15) as much 
as in any man about him during his exile, and for 
any thing that appears from Hiftory, had very good 
reafons fo to do, fmce nobody ferved him better, 
more affectionately, or with greater fidelity. 

[CJ With which they think themfelves moft perfectly 
acquainted.'] There is no doubt to be made that the 
Earl of Clarendon had great opportunity of knowing 
what he wrote, and that he fet down faithfully what 
he knew ; yet in refpeft to this tranfaclion he is 
fomewhat miftaken : and there is fo much the more 
reafon to correct this miftake, becaufe hitherto all the 
writers, who have mentioned this affair, have fol- 
lowed him implicitly. After having related the man- 
ner in which the Earl of Briftol had contributed to the 
furprifing St. Ghiflain, he proceeds thus (16) : ' This 
c fervice was of very great importance to the Spani- 
' ards, and no lefs detriment to the French, and 
' confequently gave great reputation to the Earl, who 
1 then came to the King at Bruges, and faid all that 

* he thought fit of Don Juan to the King ; and, 

* amongft the reft, that Don Juan advifed his Ma- 
' jefty to fend fome difcreet perfon to Madrid to fo- 
1 licit his affairs there, but that he did not think the 

* perfon he had defigned to fend thither (who was Sir 

* Henry de Vic, that had been long refident in Bruf- 

* fels) would be acceptable there. This was only to 

* introduce another perfon who was dear to him, Sir 
4 Henry Bennet, who had been formerly in his oftice 
' when he was Secretary of State, and bred by him, 
1 and was now Secretary to the Duke of York ; but 

* upon the factions that were in that family, was fo 
' uneafy in his place, that he defired to be in another 
' poll, and was about this time come to the King as 

* a forerunner, to inform him of the Duke of York's 
1 purpofe to be fpeedily with him, being within a 
6 few days to take his leave of the court of France. 
f Bennet had been long a perfon very acceptable to 

2 1 the 
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BENNET. 

with great wifdom and difcretion in this negociation, and thereby did his matter fo much 
fervice, with Don Lewis de Haro, then his Catholic Majeity's Irime-Minifter, that he 
obtained from him leave to invite his mafter to thofc conferences, which were to be held 
between him and Cardinal Mazarine, previous to the peace between the two crowns (*). 
At the fame time that he advifed the King to this journey, he gave a great proof of his 
attachment to his fervice, independently of all private obligations 5 tor he at the fame 
time <*ave his Majefty a caution not to bring the Earl of Briftol with him, in which how- 
ever the King declined following his advice, though, in the courfe of his journey, he had 
fufficient reafon to repent his not doing it. The Earl, who thought he had a greater in- 
terea in the Spanifh Miniltry than he really had, firft led the King out of the way, and 
would then have carried him to Madrid, in which, if he had prevailed, it might have 
been in many refpefts prejudicial to the King's fervice (/). Don Lewis de Haro com- 
plained loudly of this to Sir Henry Bennet, who undertook to prevent it,, and though the 
treaty was over, promifed to bring the King to that Minifter, and to prevent his taking 
any fteps in Spain but by his advice, in which he effetfually fucceeded, to the great fa- 
tisfadion of Don Lewis de Haro, who, after feveral conferences with the King, advifed 
him to return to Bruffels, and made him a prefent of feven thoufand piftoles in gold, for 
the expences of his journey (m). Sir Henry Bennet continued to manage his Majefty's 
affairs at the Court of Madrid, after the King his mafter was reftored, which feems to 
be the true caufe of his not returning fo early, as might otherwife have been expefted, 
to England (») though it is indeed reported that he had changed his religion before 
this time, and therefore was afraid to return till he heard of Lord Colepepper's death, 
who had threatened him upon that head, and upon a fuppofiti?n rhat he had been in- 
ftrumental in perluading the King to turn Papift {0 , which, though very confidently 
affirmed by fome authors, appears however not a little uncertain [i)J. It was not long 

however 
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* the King, and therefore his Majefty very readily 

* confented that he mould go to Madrid inllead of 
« De Vic ; fo he returned with the Earl to Bruffels, 
€ that he might be prcfented and made known to Don 

* Juan, from whom the Earl doubted not to procure 

* particular recommendation.' It is very clear, from 
the whole of this account, that in the judgment of 
the noble author, Sir Henry Bennet ftood indebted 
to the Earl of Briftol for his being appointed Minifter 
in Spain : but from what has been faid in the laft 
note, it will appear very evident that he had as good 
an intereft with the King as that Earl or any body 
elfe. But the truth is, that he was fent into Spain 
becaufe he had been all along intrufted with the fe- 
cret of that negociation, as appears from the inftruc- 
tions given him two years before, when he was fent 
to Paris to acquaint the Queen-Mother and the Duke 
of York with that meafure. Thefe inftructions are 
dated June the 20th, 166; the laft article of which 
will fufHciently prove, that before his going into 
Spain he knew as much, or more, of thefe tranfac- 
tions, than the Earl of Briftol himfelf did. That ar- 
ticle is the fourth of^the paper, intitled, Injlruftions 
for Harry Bennet (17). 

* You muft remember, that I formerly told you 
' how much the Count of Fuenfaldagna and Don 

* Alfonfo infilled, when we firft entered into the 

* treaty, upon the point of fecrecy, and how jealous 
'■ they exprefled thcmfelves to be, that any thing 
4 mould be known in France which pafl'ed between 
4 us ; and how they obliged me from any communi- 

* cation of that matter for fome certain time ; and 

* this is the true reafon why I have not been able to 
' impart what I denied to the Queen of it.' 

We are told on the other hand, on the authority of 
the Marquis, afterwards Duke, of Ormond, that 
before Sir Henry Bennct's being fent into Spain, 
there were very high differences between the Earl of 
Brillol and Sir Henry Bennet, the Earl alleging that 
Sir Henry had perfuaded the King to declare himfelf 
a Papift, which himfelf thought would be his ruin 
(18). The Earl of Clarendon himfelf fays, that Sir 
Henry advifed the King to leave the Earl of Briftol 
behind him (19) when he came into Spain, which 
one can hardly imagine he would have done if he had 
owed that employment to the Earl's recommendation. 
The noble Hiitorian likewife thinks that Sir Henry 
acted very prudently in that negociation ; and his 
reafon for it is, becaufe he crofted the Earl of Brif- 
tol's propolals in every refpett (20), and had fo much 
a better intereft with his mafter, that he engaged him 
to follow his, and not the Earl's opinions. But what 
fecms to put this matter out of doubt is, that before 


4 


the Earl of BriftoPs journey with the King into 
Spain, he addicted himfelf entirely to Don Juan, and 
therefore one would have thought, if Sir Henry Ben- 
net had been promoted by him, he would have taken 
the fame courfe, whereas he took the quite contrary, 
and applied himfelf wholly to Don Lewis de Haro. 
Upon the whole therefore, there is the greateft reafon 
to believe that he did not owe this employment in 
the leaft to the Earl of Briftol's intereft with the King, 
but to his own merit. 

[D Appears however net a little uncertain.'] We 
have very different accounts of this matter, and fuch 
as place Sir Henry Bennet's going over to the Church 
of Rome at very different times. We have what fol- 
lows as taken down by a Prelate (21), from the 
mouth of the Great Duke of Ormond in reference 
both to Sir Henry's and the King's converfion. 4 The 
1 Duke had fome fufpicion of it from the time that 

* they removed from Cologne into Flanders ; for 
4 though he never obferved that zeal and concern for 
' divine things, which he often wifhed in the King, 

* yet fo much as appeared in him at any time looked 
4 that way. However, he thought it fo very little, 
1 that he hoped it would foon wear off upon returning 

* to his kingdoms, and was not fully convinced of 
' his change till about the time the treaty of the 
4 Pyrenees was going to be opened. The Duke was 
' always a very early rifer, and, being then at Bruf- 

* fels, ufed to amufe himfelf at times, when others 
1 were in bed, in walking about the town and feeing 

* the churches. Going out one morning early, and 

* feeing a church where a great number of people 
4 were at their devotions, he flopped in, and, ad- 
1 vancing near the altar, he faw the King on his 

* knees at mafs. He readily imagined that his Ma- 
4 jefty would not be pleafed that he fhould fee him 
4 there, and therefore retired as cautioufly as he 
4 could, went to a different part of the church near 
1 another altar where nobody was, kneeled down, 
4 and faid his own prayers, while the King was 
' gone. Some days afterwards Sir Henry Bennet 

* came to him, and told his Grace, that the King's 

* obftinacy, in not declaring himfelf a Roman Ca- 
4 tholic, put them to great difficulties : That the 
4 Kings of France and Spain preffed him mightily to 
4 it, and their EmbafTadors folicited it daily, with 
' affurances, that if he would make thai public de- 

* claration, they would both afllft J.im y intly with 
4 all their powers, to put him on the 'hione of E-g- 

* land like a King : That he and others had urged 
this, and endeavoured to perfuade him to declare 

4 himlelf, but all in vain : That it would ruin his 
4 affairs if he did not do it, and begged of the Duke 
c of Ormond to join in perluading him to declare 
1 himlelf. The Duke faid, he could never ait mpt 

' to 
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to perfuade his Majefty to a& the hypocrite, and 
declare himfelf to be what he was not in reality. 
Sir Henry thereupon replied, that the King had 
certainly profefled himfelf to be a Roman Catholic, 
and was a real convert, only that he ftuck at the 
declaring himfelf fo openly. The Duke of Or- 
mond anfwered, he was very forry for it, but he 
would not meddle in the matter ; for the King hav- 
ing never made a confidence of it to him, would 
not be pleafed with his knowledge of the change he 
had made ; and for his own part he was refolved 
never to take any notice of it to his Majefty, till he 
himfelf firit made him the difcovery. Some time 
afterwards George Earl of Briftol came to the Duke, 
and complained of the folly and madnefs of Bennet, 
and others about the King, who were labouring to 
perfuade him to what would abfolutely ruin his 
affairs. The Duke afking what it was, the other 
replied, It was to get the King to declare himfelf a 
Roman Catholic, which, if he once did, they 
mould be all undone, and therefore de fired his 
Grace's aiTillance to prevent fo fatal a ftep. The 
Duke of Ormond faid, it was very itrange that any 
body mould have the affurance to perfuade his Ma- 
jelly to declare himfelf what he was not, efpecially 
in a point of fo great confequence. Briftol an- 
fwered, That was not the cafe, for the King was 
really a Roman Catholic, but the declaring him- 
felf fo would ruin his affairs in England ; and as 
for the mighty promifes of afiiftance from France 
and Spain, you (my Lord), and I know very well 
that there is no dependance or ftrefs to be laid on 
them, and that they would give more to get one 
frontier garrifon into their hands, than to get the 
Catholic Religion eftablifhed, not only in England, 
but all over Europe ; and then defired his Grace to 
join in diverting the King from any thoughts of 
declaring himfelf in a point which would certainly 
deftrey his intereft in England for ever, and yet 
not do him the leaft fervice abroad. The Duke 
allowed that the Earl judged very right in the cafe ; 
but excufed himfelf from meddling in the matter, 
becaufe the King had kept his converfion as a fecret 
from him, and it was by no means proper for him 
to fhew that he had made the difcovery.' There is 
a very different detail of this given us by Bifhop 
Kennet, who, after tranfcribing the Earl of Claren- 
don's account of the King's journey into Spain, pro- 
ceeds thus (22) : 4 It is farther certain, that the Earl 

* of Briftol, who was the King's companion and 
4 guide to the place of this treaty, and Sir Henry 
' Bennet, who was the prime agent for the King, 
4 did both of them turn Papifls about this time, as if 

* they did it upon a compact then made ; and there 

* is a ftory to confirm all, which 1 have reafon to 
4 think true. Sir Henry Bennet was foon after feen 

* to wait upon the King from mafs, at which fight 

* the Lord Culpepper had fo much indignation, that 
4 he went up to Bennet, and fpoke to this effedt. / 

* fee ivhat you are at : Is this the <way to bring our 

* mafter home to his three kingdoms ? W ill, Sir, if e<ver 

* yen and I li<ve to fee England together, I will ha<ve 
4 your head, or you Jhall hate mine ; which words itruck 
4 fuch a terror upon Sir Henry Bennet, that he never 
' dared to fet foot in England till after the death of 

* the Lord Culpepper, who met with a very abrupt 
4 death within a few months after the King's return. 
4 When he was taken out of the way, Sir Henry Ben- 
4 net came to Court, and foon rofe into honours and 
4 preferments, and was in difguife a mere creature of 
4 the Papifts, and had the dying courage to take off 
4 that difguife (23).' This paflage is confirmed, or 
rather copied, by another reverend Hiftorian, in the 
following words. 1 He was immediately fucceeded 
' in his place by Sir Henry Bennet, lately the King's 
4 Refidcnt in Spain, a perfon of no mean ability, 

* but one who fecretly efpoufed the caufe of Popery, 
' and one who had much influenced the King towards 
4 embracing that religion, the year before his Reflo- 
4 tion, at Fontarabia, for which he was fo much 
1 threatened by the Lord Culpepper, that it is be- 
< lieved he durft not return into England till after 
1 the death of that Nobleman. No.t only the re- 
f moval of Secretary -Nicholas, and the fettlement 
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e and influence of the Queen -Mother, but like wife 
€ the abfence of the Duke of Ormond, feemed to 
4 confpire towards the diminution of the Chancel- 
< lor's intereft. That great man and firm friend had 

* been fent over into Ireland, where, as Lord-Lieu- 
4 tenant, he was received with greater honour and 
4 triumph, with more magnificence and larger pre- 
4 fents, than was ever known in that kingdom.* 
Thefe accounts differ very much from one another, 
fo that it is impolTible they mould be all true, though 
it is not eafy to fay how far they may be all falfe. 
The firft of them is faid to have been taken from the 
mouth of the Duke of Ormond ; but there are fome 
paflages in it that I cannot account for ; as for in- 
ftance, the Duke of Ormond took it for granted the 
King was a Papiil, becaufe he faw him at prayers in 
a church at BrufTels, and to avoid being feen by the 
King, went to another altar in the fame church, 
kneeled down, and faid his own prayers. If the 
King had feen him in this pofture, he might have 
pronounced the Duke a Papifi, upon as good grounds 
as he did him, and perhaps have been as much in the 
right ; for the Earl of Clarendon, long after this, 
declares pofitively, that the King was a found Pro- 
teftant (24) ; and, if I am not miftaken, the King 
declared as much to all the Papifts in England, in 
writing, by an Agent of theirs about that time (25). 
It is very ftrange that Sir Henry Bennet fhould urge 
the King to declare himfelf a Papift, which was fo 
direclly contrary to his own conduct, if himfelf was 
one ; but it is not at all ftrange that the Earl of 
Briftol fhould difTuade his Majefty from that ftep, 
who, though he both lived and died in the profeffion 
of Popery, was by his own daughter, the Countefs 
of Sunderland, thought never to have been a Papift 
in his heart. At the time he exhibited articles againfl 
the Earl of Clarendon in the Houfe of Lords, he 
charges him, amongft other things, with infinuating 
that Sir Henry Bennet was a Papift, though he avers 
that he was a Proteftant (26). So that there is great 
contrariety of evidence even from the fame perfons : 
but with refpect to the ftory of Lord Culpepper, which 
is very largely refuted by the honourable Roger 
North (27), it could not be true for this plain reafon, 
which however is not taken notice of by any writer, 
viz. that Lord did not attend the King in his jour- 
ney. Sir Henry Bennet never returned to BrufTels, 
therefore it is impoflible that any fuch difcourfe could 
pafs between them, or thathisLordfhip fhould be poifon- 
ed to make way for Sir Henry Bennet's coming fafely 
home. Bifhop Burnet, who had much better oppor- 
tunities of knowing paftages of this nature than either 
of the two laft writers, gives us a very different ac- 
count of the matter, and I believe the trueft charac- 
ter of the noble perfon of whom we are fpeaking; 
that is any where to be met with (28). 4 Not long 
4 after the Reftoration, fays he, Bennet, advanced 
4 afterwards to be Earl of Arlington, was by the in- 
4 tereft of the Popifh party made Secretary of State, 
4 and was admitted into fo particular confidence, that 
fi he began to raife a party in oppofition to the Earl 
4 of Clarendon. He was a proud man ; his parts 
4 were folid, but not quick ; he had the art of ob- 

* ferving the King's temper, and managing it be- 
4 yond all the men of that time : He was believed a 

* Papift, he had once profefled it, and when he died 
4 he again reconciled himfelf to that Church : Yet in 
4 the whole courie of his miniftry he feemed to have 
4 made it a maxim, that the King ought to fhew no 
4 favour to Popery, but that his whole affairs would 

* be fpoiled if ever he turned that way, which made 
4 the Papifts become his mortal enemies, and accufe 

* him as an apoftate and the betrayer of their interefts.' 
We will conclude this note with what is faid by Mr. 
North before mentioned, in anfwer to the pafTage al- 
ready cited from Bifhop Kennet, the facts mentioned 
in which are molt certainly true. Having mentioned 
that Prelate's remark with refpect. to Bennet Earl of 
Arlington, that he lived a difguifed Papift, and had 
the dying courage to take off the difguife (29), 4 The 
4 fenfe, fays Mr. North, of this reflection is, That 
' the King <was a difguifed Papift as well as he, but 
4 had not the courage, wen at his death, to pull ojf the 
4 difguife. The Lord Arlington lived as a Proteftant, 

Z z 4 had 
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Privy Purfe. till fome other employment fhould fall, more worthy of his acceptance, and 
of the friendfhip and kindnefs with which his Majefty had always honoured him (p). It 
was not long before an occafion offered, or, as fome fay, way was made for his promo- 
tion, by Sir Edward Nicholas refigning the office of Secretary of State, whom he fuc- 
ceeded October 2, 1662 (q). It is commonly fuppofed this was the firft ftep to the form- 
ing a party againft the Earl of Clarendon, then Lord Chancellor, and that it was brought 
about by the Popifli fadtion, who, at that time, favoured Sir Henry Bennet (r) ; but 
thofe who are contented with plain fafts, rather than the refined motives which make the 
chief merit of Secret Hiftories, may meet with many other, and perhaps no lefs certain 
reafons, for the King's bellowing on him this preferment [E]. In the latter end of the 
fucceeding year, viz, September 28, 1663, the univerfity conferred upon him the degree 
of Doftor of Laws, as a teftimony of the refpefl due to him from Oxford (j). On the 
fourteenth of March following, he was created Baron of Arlington, in the county of 
Middlefex (/), and was then lpoked on as a great Minifter of State, and one of his Ma- 
jefty's mod favoured fervants. JHe had, as Secretary, almoft the fole management of fo- 
reign affairs, and has left us ample teftimonies of his abilities, in his letters during this 
period, in relation to various points of importance («). Almoft all our hiftorians agree 
in fetting him at the head of the party againft the great Chancellor Clarendon, and fay he 
promoted his fall : but his letters (hew nothing of this ; and that Earl himfelf, who cor- 
rected and put his Hiftory into order at Rouen, in the time of his exile, fpeaks very re 


fpedtfully of him upon all occafions. It is certain 
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* had Chaplains, and our fervice in his family, and 
' built a very fine church at Eufton, where the 

* Church-fervice was conftantly ufed, and he, as 
c Courtiers commonly, might have little regard for 

* religion. But if he Ihevved any partiality that way 

* it was towards the Fanatic, and fo far, which was 

* not a little, he appeared inclinable to Popery. His 

* courage had been greater to have difmafked it in 

* full health ; and as for his declaring on his death- 

* bed, it is not ftrange, that one who had lived as he 
' had done, coming to die, which is no Court-trick, 

* fhould have qualms come over his confeience, and 
1 be deurous of fome religious reconciliation ; and 
' then his former deliberations abroad came into his 

* weak mind, and Priefts ftili exaggerated no falva- 
' tion out of their holy Church ; as under fuch cir- 

* cumftances their way is to gain the fame of a feeble 

* convert, he fubmitted to the forms which the au- 
€ thor calls taking off the difguifeJ I look on this to 
be the moft material part of our noble perfon's hi- 
ftory, if it were pofllble to clear it up to one's entire 
iatisfaction ; and from what has been laid down, as 
well as from what will hereafter appear, I perfuade 
myfelf th:u the reader will not be much deceived, if 
he takes it for a truth, that Sir Henry Bennet, after- 
wards Lord Arlington, neither profefled himfelf a 
Papilt, nor did any fervice to the Popifh faction dur- 
ing the reign of King Charles II. ; fo that whatever 
notions he might hav% when worn out with years and 
bufinefs, his abilities were entirely Proteftant, and, 
generally fpeaking, applied as they ought to be, to 
the joint fervice of the King and nation. 

[£] No lefs certain reafons for the King's becoming 
on him this preferment.] It is a very difficult thing to 
give an account of Court tran factions at any diftance 
of time, and it is Hill more difficult to^difprove mat- 
ters which are very pofttively aflerted, and that too 
by men of great character, and who arc prefumed to 
have been very well acquainted with the facts that 
they relate. But a perfon who has any fhare in a 
work of this nature, is certainly under the ftrongeft 
obligation to reprefent things fairly, which mull be 
my apology for differing upon this occafion from 
fome of our greateft writers. It was natural for the 
Earl of Clarendon to be difpleafed with this promo- 
tion, for almoft all the reafons that a man could have 
to be difpleafed with any thing. The perfon re- 
moved was an old Minifter, with whom the Earl had 
lived long in the ftricteft friendfhip. The perfon that 
was to come in was one he did not like, and who, he 
was thoroughly perfuaded, did not like him. There 
was ftill a third reafon, as ftrong as any of the former, 
and ftronger it could not well be. The old Secre- 
tary was entirely governed by the Earl, fo that re- 
moving him was taking from Clarendon, as a Mini- 
fter, fo much power. We need not wonder therefore 
that he was fo angry at it, that he confidered it as the 
firll ftep to his fall, and that he treated it in this light 
in his petition to the Houfe of Lords, which was the 
laft public act he did in this kingdom (30). All our 


Hiftorians are governed in this refpect by what Lord 
Clarendon fays, without ever confidering that all he 
faid was in anger. This alone ought to put us upon 
enquiring what was faid, or might be faid, on the 
other fide ; and that I find may be reduced to thefe 
particulars. The King found his government weak 
on the fide of foreign a ft airs, and upon inquiring into 
the caufes of it, he found that neither of his Secreta- 
ries underftood them : he thought it reafonable there- 
fore to have at leaft one Secretary that was fit for his 
bufinefs ; and knowing that Sir Edward Nicholas wa» 
old, infirm, and willing to retire, he was content he 
fhould do fo ; and to make this the eafier to him, as 
well as to afford him an eflential mark of his efteem 
for his long fervices, he was contented to give him, 
by way of equivalent for what he might have acquired 
by remaining in his office, ten thoufand pounds. 
There is nothing in all this that reflects at all upon 
the King's judgment, or upon the tendernefs that he 
ought to have had for his father's old fervant and his 
own. But it may be inquired upon what authorities 
thefe facts are grounded ; in anfwer to which I fhall 
give Biihop Burnet's character of the two Secretaries ; 
and I prefume it cannot be objected that this Prelate 
was inclined to mifreprefent men in great pofts, in 
compliment to King Charles II. His words are 
thefe (31) : ' Another man raifed by the Duke of 

* Albemarle was Maurice, who was the perfon that 
< had prevailed with Monk to declare for the King. 
' Upon that he was made Secretary of State. He 
1 was very learned, but full of pedantry and affefta- 

* tion. He had no true judgment about foreign 
' affairs, and the Duke of Albemarle's judgment of 
' them, may be meafured by what he faid when he 

* found the King grew weary of Maurice, but that 

* in regard to him he had no mind to turn him out. 
' He did not know what was neceffary for a good Se- 

* cretary of State, in which he was defec7i<ve, for he 
1 could f peak French and write Short -hand. Nicholas 

* was the other Secretary, who had been employed 
1 by King Charles I. during the war, and had ferved 

* him faithfully, but had no underftanding in foreign 
1 affairs. He was a man of virtue, but could not 

* fall into the King's temper, or become acceptable 

* to him/ Thefe characters very clearly fhew, that 
the nation did not at all fuffer by the King's refolu- 
tion to remove one of thefe Secretaries, to make way 
for one he had reafon to believe better verfed in the 
bufinefs of his office. As to the money which was 
paid to Sir Edward Nicholas, we take that on the 
credit of Lord Clarendon, who is not contradicted by 
any writer that I have met with. I look therefore 
upon what has been faid in the text to be fully made 
gopd, and that we may, with as great probability of 
being right, fuppofe that the King made this change 
upon very reafonable and juft motives, as that he did 
it purely to gratify the Popifh party, who, from any 
thing that appears from facts, were no gainers by it, 
or what followed from it. 
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in the firft Dutch war ; but he likewife appears to have had no fmall concern in the nego- 
tiations for peace, which he pufhed in fuch a manner, as by no means fhews him to have 
loved war, or to have advifed the JCing his matter to purfue it beyond meafure (w). In 
this fpace, on the recommendation of the Duke of Ormond, he brought Mr. Temple, 
afterwards Sir William Temple, into bufinefs, and employed him in the treaty with the 
Bifliop of Munfter, for attacking the Dutch by land, while we did it by fea (x). He 
afterwards fixed that famous Minifter at Bruflels, and we may perceive as much friend- 
ihip and confidence on one fide, and as much refped and gratitude on the other, in the 
letters pafling between them, as it was poffible for words to exprefs, or men to con- 
ceive (y). Whatever difference therefore grew afterwards between them, we mult allow 
to the honour of Lord Arlington's memory, that he diflinguiftied the great talents of that 
admirable perfon, and firft produced them to the world, by bringing him on the theatre 
of public aftion. By the correfpondence between them it very plainly appears, that though 
the view of uniting the crowns of Great Britain and Sweden with the States-General, in 
fetting bounds to the ambition of France, and fecuring the Spanifh Low-Countries, was 
Sir William Temple's own, yet it as plainly appears that he opened this to, and was i up- 
ported therein by, Lord Arlington, who was then in the higheft point of truft and fa- 
vour. It was he who brought that glorious defign to bear and though he never pre- 
tended to the honour of making the TRIPLE ALLIANCE, yet the love of truth obliges 
one to fay, that without him it never had been made. We might be able to fet all thefe 
matters in a much clearer point of light, if the firft part of thole Memoirs were extant in 
which Lord Arlington made fo great a figure, the fecond and third parts of which do him 
fo little honour ; and perhaps the firft were burnt, and the two lalt preferved, for that 
very reafon (z) [F], But however that matter may be, it will always do honour to this 

noble 
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[F] The firft was burned, and the two laft preferred 
for that 'very reafon, .] It was certainly a very fingular 
and a very great advantage to Mr. Temple, that he 
came abroad and into bufinefs recommended by the 
Duke of Ormond, and fupported by the Earl of Cla- 
rendon and Lord Arlington (32). His firft negocia- 
tion was in the year 1665 with the Bifhop of Munfter, 
and he was afterwards employed as the King's Refi- 
dent at Bruflels to the Governor of the Spanilh Ne- 
therlands, and had his patent for a Baronet fent him 
over thither. All this was plainly the efTedt. of Lord 
Arlington's kindnefs for him, who teftified upon all 
occafions a very j uft, that is, a very high, efteem for 
his abilities ; and there is very little reafon to doubt 
that Sir William Temple, who was a very polite, 
well-bred man, made very proper returns to this 
Minifter, though it muft be confefied, that there is 
not much of this kind to be found in fuch of his let- 
ters as have been made public. Yet, for the fatif- 
faclion of the reader in this point, I ihall give him the 
clofe of a letter from Lord Arlington to Sir William 
Temple, when he was appointed Refident, as is be- 
fore mentioned, which will fhew how far he was de- 
pendant upon that noble Peer, and how fenfible he 
was at that time of his good offices (33). This letter 
is dated October 26, 1665. 

* Herewith you receive his Majefty's credentials 

* for you to the Marquis Caftel Rodrigo, which gives 

* you pofielfion of your Refidency with him. It ought 

* to be accompanied with new inftruclions to you, 

* but 1 muft defer them till my next, again ft which 

* time I hope we lhall have fome other matters riper 

* for your knowledge than they are now. / will not 

* return you compliments in proportion to the length and 
1 warmth of your's, left they Jhould troublefomely mul- 

* tjply on both fides, contenting my f elf only with affuring 

* you that I am, &C.' 

This affords us at once an inftance of our Minifter's 
gratitude, and of his Patron's modefty. Their friend- 
ship continued uninterrupted for about three years, 
during all which time he conftantly correfponded with 
Lord Arlington, and received from him thofe in- 
itructions that did belong to his place to give. We 
muft alfo obferve, that thefe three years proved 
equally honourable for the Secretary and the Minifter. 
They both acquired much reputation within that fpace; 
at the latter end of which Sir William Temple tells 
us, it was a common faying (34) among the Politicians 
abroad, That there had been for nine months the great eft 
Miniftry in the world in England. The reader will 
obferve, that this was before the Cabal came into 
play, and when foreign affairs were in a manner 
wholly under the management of Lord Arlington 
(35)/ It may not be amifs to confirm the truth of 


what is advanced here and in the text, by the tefti- 
mony of the famous John de Witte, than whom a 
more illuftrious witn efs cannot be produced in fup- 
port of Lord Arlington's character. This letter is 
dated February 14, N. S, 1668, and runs thus (36) : 

1 My Lord, 

it was impoftible to fend a Minifter of greater 
capacity, or more proper for the temper and 
genius of this nation, than Sir William Temple, 
fo I believe no other perfon either will, or can, 
more equitably judge of the dffpofition wherein he 
has found the States, to anfwer the good intentions 
of the King of Great Britain. Sir William Temple 
ought not to be lefs fatisiied with the readinefs 
wherewith the States have palled over to the con- 
cluding and figning thefe treaties, for which he 
came hither, than they (the States) are with his 
conducl and agreeable manner of dealing in the 
whole courfe of his negociation. It appears, my 
Lord, that you thoroughly under ftand men, and 
beftow your friendfhip only upon fuch as deferve it, 
fince you caufe perfons to be employed who acquit 
themfelves fo worthily. I think myfelf happy to 
have negotiated with him, and that by his means 
your Lordfhip hath been pleafed to give me a tefti- 
mony of your good will. For the favour you fay 
his Majefty is pleafed to have for me, I have no 
other ways deferved it, than by my refpe&s for his 
Royal perfon, whereof I ihall endeavour to give 
proofs upon all occafions his Majefty will pleafe to 
afford me. In the mean while I lhall wait with 
impatience for fome opportunity to Ihew how fen- 
fible I am of all your Lordlhip's civilities, which I 
lhall ever acknowledge by a true efteem for your 
merits, and by a ftrong palfion to let you fee that I 
am with as much fincerity as you can defire, 

1 My Lord, your's, &c.' 


It was very decent and proper for the Grand Pen- 
fionary to pay thefe compliments to Sir William Tem- 
ple, whofe conduct in negociating and concluding 
the Triple Alliance can never be enough admired or 
applauded, confidering it was the fubjett of this let- 
ter ; but Sir William himfelf, in a letter to Lord Ar- 
lington about the fame time, fpeaks of this very mat- 
ter in the following terms (37) : * I cannot but re- 
1 joice in particular with your Lordfhip upon the 

* fuccefs of this affair, having obferved in your Lord- 
1 Ihip, as well as my Lord-Keeper, a conftant fteady 

* bent in fupporting his Majefty's refolution, which 
' is here fo generally applauded as the happieft and 
f wifeft that any Prince ever took for himfelf or his 

* neighbours. What in earner!: I hear every hour, 

* and from all hands, of that kind, is endlefs, and 
' even extravagant. God of heaven fend his Majefty 

' to 
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noble performs memory, that while he was looked upon to be at the head of the miniftry 
his matter's affairs had the mod flourifoing afpedt, our concerns went eafy and harmo- 
nioufly at home, and the nation's credit abroad was at its greateft height. It is indeed 
too true that this fair profpeft was but of a fhort continuance ; though at the fame time 
we may affirm, it lafted full as long as his abfolute intereft, and never declined till other 
men came to have at lead an equal, by degrees a fuperior, credit with the King his matter, 
who was but too apt to prefer, in his Minifters, quick parts to iblidiry of underftanding. 
There was, befides the Duke of Bucks, another man of the fame ftamp, who came at 
this time into the King's favour, and had for fome time afterwards much more intereft 
with the King, and with his brother the Duke of York, than he deferved. This was Sir 
Thomas Clifford, a concealed, but a zealous Papift, a ftauhch friend to the French, and 
an implacable enemy to the Dutch (a). Lord Arlington, who had hitherto maintained a 
drift friendfhip with the Lord-Keeper Bridgman, and for fome time directed abfolutely 
foreign affairs, found himfelf now under a neceffity of either retiring from bufinefs, or 
entering into fome degree of friendfliip with thefe new favourites ; and the perfon he fixed 
upon was the Duke of Bucks, who profefled himfelf, though very falfely, a friend to 
moderate meafures, and to that fyftem of foreign affairs, which had been both framed 
and eftablifhed by Lord Arlington. Lord Alhley, afterwards the famous Earl of Shafcef- 
bury, was likewife brought into high favour at this time, and finding that the King re- 
membered the bufinefs at Chatham, where the Dutch burnt his fleet, when a treaty of 
peace was not only negociating, but on the point of figning at Breda, he ftruck in with 
this difpofition of the King's, and being a man that liked ltorms and tempefts, as the 
weather that fuited him beft, he proje&ed a fecond Dutch war (b). It has fince appeared, ( ^l£™g*£ m 
that Lord Arlington had done much better if he had quitted his pott when he vifibly de- mixon/^. 
dined in his credit. But he had been long in bufinefs, loved a Court, and the King 
was very unwilling to part with him ; fo that he flattered himfelf with the hopes of taking 
fome favourable opportunity of bringing things about again, and by this means was drawn 
in to join with men, who had neither the good of the nation, the honour of their matter, 
or the fuccefs of his meafures at heart ; and though it is certain that Lord Arlington 
ftruggled a long time in fupporting the Duke of Ormond, and in his endeavours to pre- 
vent a new war, yet he was forced to give way at laft ; and from having been at the head 
of a Miniftry, that had gained the greateft reputation of any this nation ever faw, came to 
aft no very confiderable part in an adminiftration, which was the word that ever was in- 
putted with power fince we were a nation [G]. The former fcheme of politics being 

entirely 
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* to run on the fame courfe, and I have nothing left 

* to wifh, fince I know your Lord ihip will continue 
1 to efteem me what I am, with fo great paffion and 

* truth, my Lord, your's, &c.' It was the juft fenfe 
Sir William Temple had of the honour this tranfailion 
did to the King and his Miniilry, that put him upon 
writing Memoirs (38) of all that happened in relation 
to it ; and Dr. Swift, in his preface to the third part 
of his Memoirs, gives us a very plain and probable 
account of what became of them, which, when per- 
ufed, will leave nothing necefTary to be farther faid 
upon this topic. 

' The fubjeft of the AMI part was chiefly the Triple 

* Alliance during the negociation, of which my Lord 

* Arlington was Secretary of State and chief Minifter. 

* Sir William Temple often afTured me he had burnt 

* thofe Memoirs, and for that reafon was content his 

* letters, during his embaflies at the Hague and Aix- 

* la-Chapelle, mould be printed after his death, in 

* fome manner to fupply that lofs. What it was that 

* moved Sir William Temple to burn thefe firft Me- 
6 moirs, may perhaps be conjectured from fome paf- 

* fages in the fecond part, formerly printed. In one 

* place the author has thefe words : My Lord Arling- 

* ton, who made fo great a figure in the former part of 
€ them, was now grown out of all credit, &c. In 

* other parts he tells us, that Lord was of the Miniftry 

* which broke the Triple League, advifed the Dutch 

* war and French alliance, and, in fhort, was at the 
1 bottom of all thofe ruinous meafures which the 

* Court of England was then taking ; fp that, as I 

* have been told from a good hand, and as it feems 

* very probable, he could not think that Lord a per- 

* fon fit to be celebrated for his part in forwarding 

* that famous League while he was Secretary of State, 

* who had made fuch counterpaces to deftroy it.' 
This is an unexceptionable proof of his being at the 
head of one Miniftry ; and in the courfe of this article 
the reader will have a very clear account of the Jhare 
he had in the other ; for men of ordinary capacities 
think it juftice to mew both fides of a character, and 
not barely that which gratifies either their immediate 
interefts or inclinations. 


[G] The worft that ever was intrufted with power 
in this nation.] One feems to be juftified in faying 
this, becaufe hitherto no writer that I know of has 
ever ventured to fay a word in their vindication. It 
is very juft that it mould be fo ; for thefe people 
forced themfelves into the adminiftration without 
either having, or pretending to have, any fort of 
principles, my Lord Arlington only excepted, who 
feems to have complied rather than a&ed with them, 
and therefore is reprefented as a man of inferior ge- 
nius to the reft. The engine by which they raifed 
themfelves, was a pretended influence over the Par- 
liament. The King, to gratify his own inclination 
of being rid of the Lord Chancellor Clarendon, had 
fuftered a great fpirit to be raifed againft him in the 
Houfe of Commons, and had feen the fame kind of 
fpirit managed under his own eye in the Houfe of 
Lords for the like purpofe, and by this ftrange con- 
duel made way for all that followed (39). Thofe 
who in this conjuncture gained themfelves credit in 
Parliament, made themfelves fo formidable thereby 
to the King, that he was obliged to take them for his 
Minifters, as being fenfible that they had it both in 
their will and in their power to difturb and diftrefs any 
others of whom he had made choice. As this was 
their firiHtep to greatnefs, fo to make fure of the ad- 
miniftration, and not to leave the King at liberty to 
turn them out, they refolved to change the whole 
fyftem of affairs. The Duke of Bucks had always 
kept fair with the Se&aries, and he infifted upon an 
indulgence for them againft Law, Lord Afhley, af- 
terwards Earl of Shaftefburv, projected the circum- 
fcribing the power of the Houfe of Commons, and 
was in reality the author of the war, though in that, 
as well as in the ihutting up of the Exchequer, Clif- 
ford appeared to be the man (40). The Earl, after- 
wards Duke of Lauderdale, anfwered for Scotland, 
that the King might enlarge his power there, which 
he did to the utmoft extent ; and that nobleman ufed 
it with fo much violence, that never any man was 
more hated and feared than his Grace. Lord Arling- 
ton fuffered himfelf to be perfuaded that thefe men 
meant his matter well, and fo he kept his poll of Se- 
cretary, 
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entirely overturned, Buckingham and Shaftelbury came to have the direction of all affairs 
at home, and, in conjunction with Clifford, introd uced a new fyftem with refpeft to fo- 
reign affairs, which confifted in a clcfle conjunction with France, in a war againft the 
Dutch, wherein Lord Arlington does not appear to have afted farther than he was obliged 
to aft as Secretary of State (c ), which neverthelefs did not proteft him from the refentment 
of the nation, very juftly provoked by the confequences with which this war was attended. 
Yet if any judgment can be formed from fads, he was the only perfon, that, in this fad 
fccne of affairs, had it either in his thoughts, or in his power, to fecure his matter from 
being involved in a new civil war, or the nation from being oppreffed, by the change of 
the conftitution into an abfolute monarchy. The four other great Lords thought this laft 
meafure practicable ; and though it is certain that two of them hated the King, and very 
far from being certain whether any of them loved him, yet they were fo infatuated with 
the thoughts of governing all things at their own will under his name, that they prefled 
him, as they had gained the Duke of York, to continue firm in his refolutions, and to 
venture all in order to bring this defperatc projett to bear, towards which, in their feveral 
ftations, they went boldly as far as they could (d). Arlington, however, could never be 
^xamen,p.453, ^^g^ tQ ^jj^ this meafure ; nor is he charged with it by any one writer of credit. On 
the contrary, there is the beft authority to prove, that he was the firft: who law the King's 
danger, and the only one that endeavoured to make him fee it and fenfible of it. In the 
month of April 1672, his Majefty was pleafed to raife him to the dignity of Earl of Ar- 
lington in the county of Middlefex, and Vifcount Thetford in the county of Norfolk (e)> Oi Bil1 n *-' n - 
On the fifteenth of June following, he was elected one of the Knights Companions of the tZ'c^.u^ 
molt noble Order of the Garter (f) 9 and was foon after appointed, in conjunftion with the 
Duke of Buckingham, and the Earl of Halifax, Ambaflador Extraordinary and Pleni- r ^ t J r o °™ h * 
potentiary at Utrecht, where the French King then kept his Court, to treat of a peace urd High c 
between the Allies and the States General (g) \ but this negociation came to nothing, J^^/j^ 
But the war proving not fo fuccefsful, at lealt for us, as was expected, his Majefty began Gafcoyn^ dated 

June 28, 1672* 

cretary, with fome fmall lhare in the direction of 
things, and a much larger in the confidence of his 
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mailer, which enabled him to prevent his going all * 
the lengths thefe men would have carried him : And ' 
when Shaftefbury faw this, he (truck into the fame 1 
path, and began to take meafures for his own fafe 
retreat. This, as far as one can judge from the hi- 1 
ftories of thofe times, was the true character of this ' 
motley Miniftry. But it is requifite that the reader ' 
mould alfo fee what other authors have delivered upon 
fo important a fubject ; and when he has done this, 
compared what they fay, and confidered their refpec- 
tive characters, he may pombly be the better pleafed 
with that fhort account that we have given him, with- 
out the leaft degree of prejudice or partiality to any. 
Mr. Echard tells us (41), that the King and his Mi- 
niftry at this time began more and more to practife 
the arts of diffimulation, of which they were all 
thought to be matters, to enter into dark and foreign 
defigns, and to purfue different meafures from thofe 
of the Parliament ; and that the Miniftry was now 
made up of a different fpecies of perfon s, than in the 
firft and molt happy part of the reign, confiding of a 
heterogenous body of Counfellors, a felecl Cabinet 
of five noted men, Clifford, AJhley (afterwards Shaft ef- 
bury), Buckingham, Arlington , and Lauderdale, the 
initial letters of whofe titles caufed them to obtain 
that well-known name of the Cabal, which was 
judged to have been fo ominous to the Englifh affairs. 
The projects and proceedings, fays Mr. Echard, of 
this remarkable fet of men, proved manifeftly and 
highly prejudicial to the main intereft of the nation. 
Father Orleans the Jefuit, who fancied he had fuffi- 
cient information of this and other matters from the 
mouth of King James II. himfelf, after difcourfing 
of that Prince's long concealment of his religion, 
mentions an extraordinary project, which gave him 
hopes of the liberty to difcover it, which he tells us 
was as follows (42) : ' That in the year 1670, the 

* Court of England perceiving the republican fpirit 
c infenfibly creeping into the Parliament again, feri- 
' oufly confidered how to remedy that evil, which 

* foreboded many more : That the managers of that 

* enterprize were five Lords, who were called the 

* Cabal, as well from the ftrict union amongft them, 
4 as from the firft letters of their names compoftng 
1 that word.' He tells us then, that the Earl of Ar- 
lington had the leaft genius of the five, but that this 
was well fupplied by his experience, which gained 
him great knowledge in foreign affairs. c Thefe 
< Lords, continues Father Orleans, firmly bound to 

* their mailer by their high places and favours, could 

* not without indignation obferve, what advances 

Vol. II. 


the republican fpirit, which began to revive again, 
had caufed the Parliament to make againft the re- 
gal authority : among others, the Triple Alliance, 
to which that republican Cabal had forced the King 
againft his will, appeared to them as an audacious 
incroachment upon the prerogative, of which the 
confequences were to be prevented. Filled with 
thefe juft refentments, they perfuaded the King to 
be as abfolute, as he was intitled by the Crown and 
the laws of the Realm, to confine the Parliament to 
the bounds prefcribed them by immemorial cuftom, 
; and to take care that a mixture of commonwealth 
1 with monarchy, introduced by violence and fub- 
£ jects ufurpation, did not produce a monftrous 
4 anarchy, which might again expofe England to 
4 that dreadful confufion from which it was fcarce 
€ recovered. To effect all this, it was neceffary to 

* have a war which might furnifh the King with a 

* pretence to raife an army ; and this they had againft 

* the Dutch, and the more favourable, becaufe the 

* honour of the Englifh nation was equally concern- 

* ed ; for the old controverfy about the Flag began 
' to be renewed, and the Eaft-India merchants daily 
' complained that they were unfairly treated by the 
€ Dutch. This, I fay, was the pretence : but the 
1 real motive for pitching upon this war, rather than 

* any other, was the clofe correfpondence between 
' the Englifh republicans and thofe of Holland ; the 

* latter inceffantly inftilling into the minds of the 

* former, that love of liberty there fo highly valued, 

* to make them averfe to monarchy, and to excite 

* them to throw off the yoke of regal dominion ; 

* being always ready to fupport any faction that 

* mould attack it.' This French Hiftorian writes 
our Hiftory as moft of the French Poets do their 
plays, without confideiing where the fcene is laid, or 
the manners proper for the characters he would re- 
prefent ; fo that though his work may deferve read- 
ing, yet the very ftyle in which it is penned mews 
plainly it deferves no credit. As to what he fays here 
with fo much confidence, every man who is but in- 
differently (killed in our Hiftory, muft at firft fight 
perceive it to be as abfurd and foolifh, as it is falfe 
and unfounded. In all King Charles the Second's 
reign there never was fo able, or fo well principled a 
Miniftry, as that by whom the Triple Alliance was 
made; fo that, as there was no colour for abufing 
them at all, there could be no abufc fo glaringly 
groundlefs, as calling their adminiftration republican. 
But it is pofTible Father d'Orleans, hearing King 
James fay fomething on this fubject, miftook the per- 
fon s he fpoke of, and threw in the epithet republican 
in the wrong place. 
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to be more inclinable to hearken to a peace, which is attributed to the influence of the 
Earl of Arlington, the cabal being now feparated, Lord Clifford having refigned the poft 
of High Treafurer, which was beftowed upon Sir Thomas Ofborn, afterwards Earl of 
Danby, and in proceis of time Duke of Leeds ; and it was alio known that the King in- 
tended to take the Great-Seal from the Earl of Shaftclbury, which, however was delayed 
till the meeting of the Parliament, that it might be feen what fervice he could do there (h). 
Thefeffion was accordingly opened Oftober 20, 1673 ; but it very foon appeared that 
the Houfe of Commons difliked the war, and were determined to call thefe Minifters to 
an account, who had either advifed or promoted it. This, however, was prevented tor 
the prefent by a prorogation ; foon after which the Seal was taken from the Earl of 
Shaftefbury, and given to Sir Heneage Finch (/). On the feventh of January the Par- 
liament met again, not at all in a better temper than when they met laft, and therefore de- 
termined to proceed againft thofe they efteemed evil Minifters. The firft they fell upon 
Was the Duke of Lauderdale, againft whom they voted an addrefs for removing him from 
his employment, and from the King's prefence and councils (k). They next fell upon 
the Duke of Bucks, who defired to be heard, which was complied with. The firft day 
he fell into fuch confufion that he could not fpeak, upon which he complained that he 
was ill, and the hearing was put off to the next day. He then made a very florid fpeech, 
in which he hinted fome things to the prejudice of the King and Duke, but laid the 
greateft blame, in the heavicft and molt exprefs terms, upon the Earl of Arlington. 
His Grace fubmitted afterwards to anfwer interrogatories, and in them charged the Earl 
(till more deeply (I). The Houfe thought fit thereupon not oaly to vote an addrcis 
againft the Duke, of the fame nature with that againft Lauderdale (;/;), but likewtfe re- 
folved to proceed againft the Earl of Arlington, who thereupon defired ro be heard in his 
own defence as the Duke had been. When he came accordingly into the Houfe tor that 
purpofe, he made a very long and clear fpeech, in which he much exceeded the hopes of 
his friends, and laid a foundation for defeating the defigns of his enemies (;;) [//J. But, 
however, he did not fo far fatisfy the Commons as to prevent farther proceedings j yet 
they did not vote an addrefs, as in the two former cafes, but chofe rather to frame ar- 
ticles of impeachment, which were drawn up in very ftrong terms, though afterwards this 
came to nothing, and his Lordfhip was by a fmall majority acquitted (0). The heads of 
this impeachment are curious ana of great importance, for which reafon they are infertcd 
in the notes [/J. The Earl, in the mean time, continued to prels the King to content to 
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[//] For defeating the dejlgns of his enemies.'] This 
was certainly a very trying conjuncture. The Earl of 
Shaftefbury had reconciled himfelf to the Country 
Party by very extraordinary Heps, and the Duke of 
Buckingham vifibly followed his example, fo that Ar- 
lington feemed delivered up as a victim. The Duke 
of Lauderdale was condemned, Buckingham and 
Shaftefbury were become informers, the King and 
Duke feemed not well pleafed with this method of 
applying to the Houfe of Commons, yet the Earl 
perfifted in his refolution. He fpoke very modeflly, 
and with much decency, accufing nobody, but ex- 
cufing himfelf (43). He faid the Eaft-India company 
and the Merchants compfained of the Dutch that the 
Flag was difpiited, the King perfonally infulted, and 
therefore the war was judged abfolutely neceiTary, as 
the Lord Chancellor Shaftefbury told them in his 
fpeech after it was begun : That believing the war 
nece/Tary, he difcharged the duty of his office in pur- 
fuing of it, but that delenda eft Carthago^ the utter 
ruin of the Dutch republic was no maxim of his : 
That he was againft our accepting towns, becaufe he 
looked npon this as a war of reparation, and not of 
conqueft (44) : That as to the making the Triple Al- 
liance it was the work of Sir William Temple, and a 
meafure he fup ported and applauded, as well as the 
fubfequent Treaty at Aix-la-Chapelle ; but that he 
did not conceive thofe tranfactions tied the King's 
hands from vindicating the honour of his crown, and 
his title to the dominion of the Britifh feas, which 
made him jealous of his Flag ; That throughout the 
whole war he had either done nothing but by the 
King's command, or with an honeft well-meaning 
view towards peace : That he received new honours 
to give luftre to his embaffy ; and if he failed of 
bringing home the Olive Branch, it was not owing 
to any want of endeavours in him, but to the haugh- 
tinefs of a Prince, who fancied victory muft always 
attend him : That he wifhed them to con fid er he had 
been near twelve years Secretary of State, that in a 
long courfe of bufincfs he might well commit fome 
miftake, not through any error of his will, but of his 
judgment : That he always inclined to peace apd 
moderate meafures, and was a friend to Parliaments : 


That he hoped thefe points confidered, and the ne- 
ceffity fome were under to blacken others to fecure 
themlelves, they would regard facts and not ru- 
mours ; but that if they determined to proceed againft 
him, he defired it might be judicially, and with an 
opportunity of making a defence, and not by a cen- 
fure, that would crufh him without reply, and with 
his places and honours deprive him of the means of 
enjoying the remainder of his days in peace, which 
he could never taite while under their difpleafure. 
The King was very well pleafed at his making fo 
well timed and fo well managed a defence ; but the 
Duke was not of the fame opinion. He looked upon 
all compliances as mean, and imputed the Earl's be- 
haviour to a want of firmnefs ; and thenceforward 
they proceeded very different ways in their political 
journey, as the reader will fee in the text. Yet in 
this cafe the Duke's refentment did him no hurt, for 
the Houfe of Commons thought it a fign he fpoke 
truth, and was the man he profeilcd himfelf, which 
faved him, 

[/] For which reafon they are inferted in the notes.] 
The charge againft him was digefted under the follow- 
ing title : Articles of treafonable and other crimes of high 
mifdemeanour againft the Earl of Arlington, Principal 
Secretary of State; in which they accufe him, I. 
4 That he had been a conftant and vehement pro- 

< moter of Popery and Popifh councils ; 1. By pro- 

* curing commiffions for all the Papiits, lately in 
' command, who made their application to him only 

< as a known favourer of that faction, there being 
' not one commiflion figned by the other Secretary, 

* many of which commiffions were procured and 1 
' ?8 nc(1 h Y him "nee the feveral addrefTes of the two 

' Houfes of Parliament to his Majeity, and the paff- 
1 ing of the late Ad againft Popery. 2. By procuring 
' his Majefty's letter, commanding Iriih Papiits and 
' rebels V> be let into Corporations, and to be acl- 
' mined into the commiffions of the peace, and other 
1 offices of truft, military and civil, contrary to the 

* eftabhfhed laws and conftitutions of that realm, to 
\ ™ e £ reat ter ™r of the King's Proteftant fubjects 

there. 3. By not only fetcing up and fupporting 
1 the aforefhid Papiits there, but bringing the moft 

* violent 


■ 
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a feparate peace with the Dutch ; and when he had brought this about, procured Sir 
William Temple to be charged wit^that negociation, and it was intended that he fhould 
have gone to the Hague (p) for that purpoie, but 'the States-General, in the mean time, 
having lent full powers to the Marquis del Frefno, the Spanifh Ambaflador Extraor- 
dinary, it was agreed to treat with him, and in three conferences the treaty was concluded 


183 


violent and fierce!! of them to command companies 
and regiments of the King's Englifh fubje&s here, 
to the great dimonoup and danger of this kingdom. 
4. By openly and avowedly entertaining and lodg- 
ing in his family a Popilh Pried:, contrary to the 
known laws df the land ; which faid Prielt was a 
noted folicitor of the Popifh faction, and hath fince 
fled out of this Kingdom. 5. By procuring pen- 
fions in other mens' names for Popilh officers, con- 
trary to and in illufion of the late Acl of Parlia- 
ment. 6. By obtaining grants of confiderable fums 
of money to be charged upon the revenues of tie- 
land, for the moft violent and pernicious Papiits 
there, particularly two thcufand pounds for one 
Colonel Fit2-Pauick, a notorious Irifli rebel, whofe 
mother was hanged in the late wars for murdering 
feveral Englifh, and making candles of their fat ; 
this grant being procured for the faid Fitz-Patrick 
at a time when he was accufed to the faid Lord 
Arlington of high crimes by the now Lord-Lieute- 
nant of Ireland. 7. By procuring his Majefty to 
releafe to feveral of the Irifh Papifts, fome whereof 
were deeply engaged in the rebellion of that king- 
dom, the chieferies or head-rents referved to the 
Crown out of the aforefaid eftates of the Papifts 
there, being a principal part of his Majefty's reve- 
nues in that kingdom. II. That the faid Earl 
hath been guilty of feveral undue practices to pro- 
mote his own greatnefs, and hath embezzled and 
wafted the treafure of this nation ; I- By procuring, 
van: and exorbitant grants for himfelf, both in 
England and Ireland, breaking into the fettlement 
of that kingdom,^ and difpo fie fling feveral of the 
Englifh adventurers and foldiers of the properties 
and freeholds in which they were legally and freely 
Hated, without any colour of reafon or fuggellion 
of right. 2. By charging exceflive and almoft ex- 
orbitant fums for falfe and deceitful intelligence. 
3. By procuring his Majcfty's hand for the giving 
awav, from his firft entrance into his office, the va- 
lue of three millions of fterling money at the leafl, 
the feveral grants whereof are extant counterfigned 
by him, and by him only. 4. That the faid Earl 
prefuming to trample on all eilates and degrees of 
the fubjefts of this realm, the better to fubdue them 
to his will and pleafure, he caufelefsly and illegally 
imprifoned many of his Majefty's fubjefts. 5. That 
he did procure a principal Peer of the realm to be 
unjullly imprifoned, and to be proclaimed a traitor 
without any legal proceeding or trial, and did ma- 
licioufly fuborn falfe witnefles with money to take 
away his life, upon pretence of treafonabie words. 
III. 'That the faid Earl hath falfely and traiteroufly 
betrayed the great truft repofed in him by his Ma- 
jelly, as a Ccunfellor and Principal Secretary of 
State; 1. By entertaining a more than ufual inti- 
macy with the French EmhafTador, not only lodg- 
ing him in his houfe, but letting him into the King's 
moft fecret councils. 2. By altering in private, 
and fingly by himfelf, feveral folemn determina- 
tions of his Majefty's council. 3. By procuring a 
frranger to have the chief command of the late 
raifed army, and for the invaficn of Holland, to 
the great difhonour and difcouragements of all the 
legal nobility and gentry of this nation. 4. By ad- 
viftng his Majefty to admit of a fquadron of French 
fhips to be joined with our Englifh fleet (the fad 
confequence whereof we have, fince felt), notwith- 
standing the King of France had agreed to fend a 
fuppiy of men, in order to have the fleet wholly 
Encrlifh. 5. Whereas the King was advifed by 
feveral of the counfcllors to prefs the French King 
to defift from making any farther progrefs in the 
conqueft of the inland towns in Holland, whereof 
England was to have no benefit, and to turn his 
army upon thofe maritime towns that were by the 
treaty to be ours, his Lordfhip gave the King 
counfel to defifl, whereby that part of our expedi- 
tion was wholly fruftrated. 6. Whereas the King 
was advifed by feveral of his council, not to enter 
into this war till his Majefty was out of debt, and 


' had advifed with his Parliament, his Lordfhip was 
c of opinion to the contrary, and gave his advice ac- 
' cordingly, 7. When the French fhips were dif- 
' pcrfed after the late fight at fea, and had loft all 
' their anchors and cables by reafon of the foul wea- 
f ther that then enfued, he pcrfuaded his Majefty to 
' fend them eighty cables and anchors, although it 

* was then objected, that his Majefty had not at that 
c time any more in his ftores to fuppiy his own fhips, 
' in cafe of the like neceffity. 8. He hath traiter- 

* oufly correfponded with the King's enemies beyond 
' the feas, and, contrary to the truft repofed in him, 
( hath given intelligence to them.' 

Thefe articles appear to be of a very high and 
heinous nature : but then, like thofe again ft the Eail 
of Clarendon, they were in all probability difficult to 
be proved, othervvife his Lordfhip had hardly efcaped. 
The charge of his being popifhly aftedled was a thing 
of courfe, and the circumflances alleged in fupport 
of it from grants, C5V. counterfigned by him, is 
grounded on what he did of courfe in his office, but 
the grants were procured by the Lord -Treafurcr Clif- 
ford. The reafon there were none figned by the 
other Secretary was, becaufe they were not in his 
province. In the many years that he held his office, 
he muft have figned abundance of warrants for money 
as any other Secretary would have done ; and he alfo 
figned in the like capacity warrants for commitments. 
That of the Lord above mentioned was the Duke of 
Bucks, who was as forward as any of the Minifters 
in the Cabal, though now to fave himfelf the moil 
bitter enemy the Earl of Arlington had in the world. 
The French Minifter he was fo intimate with was 
M. Rouvigny, a Proteftant, whofe fon was created 
Earl of Galway by King William, and commanded 
the Britifh forces in Portugal in the reign of Queen 
Anne. The foreign General he brought over was 
M. Schombergh, afterwards the famous Marfhal of 
that time, and created an Irifh Duke by King Wil- 
liam. He was for a French fleet's fighting, that they 
might not be bare fpe&ators of the war between the 
Maritime Powers, and maintain their naval force en- 
tire, while we were wafting ours. He was againft ob- 
taining the Dutch maritime towns, as not aiming at 
the deftrudion of the Republic, as the Earl of Shaftef- 
bury and Lord Clifford did at the beginning of the 
war. By giving intelligence to the King's enemies, 
no more is to be underftood than his correfponding 
with his wife's relations (for he had married a Dutch 
Lady) ; in order to the bringing about a peace, to 
which he was the only one of the Cabal that ever was 
inclined. This was the fubftance of what was faid for 
him by his friends, when thefe articles were read in 
the Houfe ; but there is not the leaft notice of them 
in any of our hiftories, wherein, to fay the truth, this 
whole affair is very ftrangely hurried over, and many 
of its moft important particulars omitted (40- Biihop 
Burnet very juftly obferves, that his coming off was 
the more extraordinary, considering the many orders 
and warrants he had figned as Secretary ; and afcribed 
his acquittal to his fpeech entirely, in which he fays 
be excufed himfelf without blaming the King ; but it is 
not eafy to understand the confequence he draws, 
4 That the care he took of himfelf, and his fuccefs in 
' it, loft him his high favour with the King, and as 
' the Duke was out of meafure offended at him, he 

« quitted his poft, £5V. (46)' We fhall fhew that 

this was really a favour, and confequently no foun- 
dation for fuch a reflection. Yet, after all, it was 
neither his fpeech nor his caufe that brought him off, 
but the perfonal friendfhip of a noble perfon nearly 
allied to him, viz. the Earl of Offory, eldeft fon to 
the Duke of Ormond, and then the moft popular man 
of his quality in England, who flood for five days 
that the debate lafted in the lobby of the Houfe of 
Commons (47), and folicited the Members in his fa- 
vour as they entered the Houfe. This brought over 
fome of the moft violent men on the other fide, and 
induced others to attend who might probably have de- 
clined it (48). 

and 
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and figned, chiefly by the intcrpofition of this noble Lord, and his great intereft with 
the King, as even thofe writers agree, who cannot be fufpefted of an intention to flatter 
him (j) [K]. This great point being over, and the Earl of Arlington being unwilling 
to run any more fuch hazards, determined to retire from the poft ot Secretary of State, 
which he had the King's leave to fell, and accordingly treated with Sir William Temple 
for that purpofe, to whom he offered it for fix thoufand pounds, and on his refufal, bar- 
gained with Sir Jofeph Williamfon for that employment (r). At the fame time, how- 
ever, the Earl of St. Albans being inclined to refign the office of Lord-Chamberlain 
(probably for a valuable confideration) the Earl of Arlington was appointed to fucceed him, 
and September n, 1674, the White Staff was delivered him, with this public declara- 
tion from the King his Mafter, that it was in confideration of his long and faithful ier- 
vice, particularly in the execution of his office of Principal Secretary of State, for the 
fpace of twelve years, to his great fatisfaftion (j). He was foon after this fent over, 
with his brother-in-law the Earl of Ofibry, and the Lord-Treafurer Danby's eldeft fon, 
into Holland, on a commiffion of very high importance to the Prince of Orange, fome 
parts of which were of a nature not to be well received, and therefore could be under- 
taken from no motive of ambition, but purely for his Matter's fervice •, and of this 
journey we have two accounts from great men, who valued themfelves upon being in the 
Prince of Orange's confidence, and fpeaking from his own mouth. Their relations are 
very curious and entertaining, and give us an excellent pidlure of courts and courtiers, 
and in that refpedt deferve very well the reader's notice (0 [L], But with refpett to 
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IK] Sufpefiec? of an intention to flatter hi m.] The 
great points to be fettled here is, whether the Englifh 
nation were gainers by this treaty of London beyond 
what they were by that of Breda ; and if they were, 
to whom they owed the obligation of bringing the 
King to conclude this peace. Bilhop Burnet gives us 
his fentiments on both heads, thus (49). 1 The Prince 
of Orange brought the States to make application to 
the King in the ftile of thofe who begged a peace, 
though it was vifible they could have forced it. In 
conclufion, a project of peace with England was 
formed, or rather the peace of Breda was writ over 
again, with the offer of two or three hundred thou- 
fand pounds for the expence of the war, and the 
King figned it at the Lord Arlington's office. He 
came up immediately into the drawing-room, where, 
feeing Rouvigny, he took him afide, and told him 
he had been doing a thing that went more againft his 
heart than lofing his right hand. He had figned a 
peace with the Dutch, the project being brought him 
by the Spanifh EmbafTador. He faw nothing could 
content the Houfe of Commons, or draw money 
from them ; and Lord Arlington had preffed him fo 
hard, that he had flood out till he was weary of his 
life. He faw it was impoffible for him to carry on 
the war without fupplies, of which it was plain he 
could have no hopes (50).' After this account of 
the peace, the fame Prelate tells us what effect it had 
upon all parties, clofing the whole with this remark, 

* But Lord Arlington, who had brought all this about, 
' was fo entirely loft by it, that tho* he knew too much 

* of the fecret to be ill ufed, yet he could never rc- 

* cover the ground he had loft.' There is no queftion 
theBifhop fpoke as he thought, and took it for granted 
that the money prevailed on the King to fign the Breda 
treaty over again ; but he was mifinformed in thefe 
particulars. The King had little or none of the 
money : it went to the Prince of Orange, who per- 
fuaded the States to beg a peace, as they really did. 
The treaty of London was fo far from being like the 
peace of Breda, that it was the moft honourable and 
advantageous we ever made with the States General, as 
appears by the inconteftable evidence of Sir William 
Temple (51). * The articles, fays he, being public, 
' need no place here. The two points of greatcft 
1 difficulty were that of the flag, and the recalling all 
' Englifh troops out of the French fervice. This laft 

* was compofed by private engagements, to fufFer thofe 

* that were there to wear out without any recruits, and 

* to permit no new ones to go over, but at the fame 

* time to give leave for fuch levies as the States fhould 
' think fit to make in his Majefty's dominions, both of 

* Englifh and Scotch regiments. The other of the flag 

* was carried to all the height his Majefty could wifti, 

* and thereby a claim of the crown, the acknowledg- 

* ments of its dominions in the narrow feas, allowed 

* by treaty from moft powerful neighbours at fea, which 

* had never yet been yielded to by the weakeft of 

* them that I remember in the whole courfe of our 

* pretence, and had ferved hitherto but for an occafion 
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1 of quarrel whenever we or they had a mind to it 
4 upon other reafons or conjectures. Nothing, I con- 

* fefs, had ever given me a greater pleafure, in the 
4 greateft public affairs I had run through, than this 

* fuccefs, as having been a point I ever had at heart, 
6 and in my endeavours to gain upon my firfl nego- 
i ciations in Holland; but I found Monfteur de Witte 
4 even inflexible, though he agreed with me that it 

* would be a rock upon which our firmefl alliances 
€ would be in danger to ftrike and to fplit, whenever 

* other circumftances fell in to make either of the par- 
c ties content to alter the meafures we had entered into 

* upon the Triple Alliance. The fum of money given 
e his Majefty by the States, though it was not con- 
c fiderable in itfelf, and lefs fo to the King by the 
c greateft part of it being applied to the Prince of 
' Orange's fatisfaction for his mother's portion that had 
c never been paid ; yet it gave the King the whole ho- 

* nour of the peace, as the fum given by the Parlia- 

* ment upon it, and the general fatisfaction of his 

* people made the eafe of it ; and thus happily ended 

* our part of a war, fo fatal to the reft of Ch.riltendom. , 
There were very few people in that age more capable 
of judging of what concerned the general fyftem of 
affairs than Sir William Temple ; none was more 
likely to fpeak his mind freely upon them ; and as to 
this matter he knew it more thoroughly than any man, 
as appears from the language in which he fpeaks of it. 
Here indeed he fays nothing of the Earl of Arlington, 
(for he never mentions him but where it is necefTary) ; 
but in his letters he owns his bringing about this peace, 
and approves his notions with refpect to the Dutch after 

he was again fettled in his embafTy at the Hague (52). (<, 2 ) Temple'i 
Upon the whole, therefore, nothing can be clearer, Works, Vol. iu 
than that, fetting our fyftem of foreign affairs right 
again, was the work of this noble perfon, and was 
what chiefly drew on him the hatred of the popifti 
faction. 

[L] Dcfewe very well the reader's notice.] Amon^ft 
all the tranfactions of King Charles's reign, there is 
not one of more importance than this journey of the 
Earl of Arlington's to Holland, and the commiffion 
with which he was intrufted to the Prince : but the 
great difficulty is to come at the truth of this, and to 
fee the whole tranfaction in its natural light, and as 
it really happened (53). Sir William Temple thought 
he was the moft capable man in the world of (hewing Ethard/ fifr. 
it, and it waji chiefly to draw up the hiftory of this jour- 
ney, that he penned the fecond part of his ingenious 
Memoirs, in which he tells us (54), that the Earl of iw) Temple's 
Arlington found himfelf a fuffererby having fo deeply Works > 
engaged in the Cabal, and that his country was againft p ' 3961 
him, and that the King was difpleafed at his ill fuc- 
cefs. However, he ftill thought himfelf out of dan- 
ger with the Parliament, and therefore appeared zea- 
lous for their fitting, and to increafe his reputation with 
them, and to become a favourite, he fet himfelf all he 
could to profecute the Roman Catholics, and to op- 
pofe the French intereft. To fhew his zeal againft the 
firft, he revived fome old dormant orders for prohibit- 
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fatt, moft certainly there are fome miftakes or 


ing Papifts to appear about the King, and put them in 
execution at his flrft coming into his office of Lord 
Chamberlain ; and he had gone fo far as to join with 
the Duke of Ormond and Secretary Coventry, to per- 
fuade the King to remove his brother wholly from 
Court and public bufinefs, as a means to appeafe the 
difcontents of the Pailiament, occafioned by the late 
condudl of affairs. By this counfel he had very much 
offended the Duke, and finding himfelf ill both with 
his Royal Highncfs and the people, and daily declining 
in credit with the King, he thought that there was no 
way of retrieving his intereft, but by making himfelf 
the inftrumentof fome fecret and clofe meafures, that 
might be taken between the King and the Prince of 
Orange abroad. He firft infufed into his Majefty the 
neceffity and advantage of fuch a negociation, and then 
thatof his being employedin it, from the intereft which 
his Lady's friends and kindred in Holland would be 
able to give him, as well from the credit of having 
been fo long in the fecret of the King's affairs, and 
fo bell able to give them fuch colours as might render 
the late conduct of them the lefs difagreeable to the 
Prince. The reader will obferve, that all this time 
Sir William Temple was himfelf in Holland, and fo 
could no way gain an abfolute certainty of thefe cir- 
cumftances which attended the Earl of Arlington's 
voyage, but muff have trufted to his intelligence from 
London, and his own fagacity in making the moil of 
it. But with regard to the progrefs of this negociation, 
as it fell more immediately under his own notice and 
obfervation, and he had fo great a fliare in it himfelf, 
that he could not but know every particular, we may 
the better depend upon it, efpecially confidering the 
writer's fincerity. Though Lord Arlington profefled 
a great friendship for Sir William Temple, then at 
the Hague, yet he reprefented him as unlikely to be 
trufted with fuch confidence from the Prince, as was 
requifite in this critical affair, for having been fo in- 
timate with de Witte in his former embafty. His fug- 
geftions prevailed upon the King, who could not re- 
fufe an old fervant, into whofe family he had married 
a fon ; and fo he went over with all the auxiliaries 
that fcemed ufeful in this expedition, carrying not 
only his own Lady, fiftcr of the Dutch embaflador 
Odyke, but her fifter, Madam Beverwaert, married 
to the Lord Offbry, which Lady's converfation was 
agreeable to the Prince; Sir Gabriel Sylvius, who 
pretended a great intimacy with Monfieur Ben thick ; 
Dr. Durrel, a man proper to deal with Monfieur de Ma- 
rcft, a French Miniffer, in credit with the Prince and 
the Lord Offbry, who had a great (hare in the Prince's 
eftcem and kindnefs, as well from his marriage in the 
Beverwaert family, as from his bravery, fo much ap- 
plauded in all the actions where he had been, which 
was a quality loved by the Prince, though employed 
againft him. All this was concerted without the know- 
ledge of the Lord-Treafurer Danby, who had been 
made to believe that a letter from the Prince to Mon- 
fieur Odyke had given occafion to this journey, as if 
the Prince had defired fome perfon at the Hague from 
the Kiqg, with whom he might enter into the laft con- 
fidence. But his Highnefs affured Sir William Temple, 
who gives the whole account of this affair, that there 
was no fuch thing, and that therefore Monfieur de Rou- 
vigni, the French Ambaffador at London, had more 
part in the journey than he, and perhaps any man 
elfe, and that all the endeavours ufed towards a gene- 
ral peace came from that fide. However inftructed, at 
leail thus accompanied, the Lord Arlington went to 
the Hague, and told Sir William Temple at their firft 
meeting, that he came over to fet things right between 
the King and the Prince, which he doubted wereamifs, 
and fettle a perfect kindnefs and confidence between 
them, to effect: which, he mult go to the bottom of the 
fore, and rake into things paft, which was an unplea- 
fant tafk, and which Sir William could not do, as 
having no part in the King's bufinefs during that time, 
wherein the Prince took offence at the councils of 
England ; that his Majefty had chofen him for this of- 
fice, becaufe he could beftjuftify his Mafter's intentions 
to his Highnefs in the whole courfe of that affair : 
That "as for the intended peace, though his Majefty 
defired it, yet he would not meddle in it, unlefs the 
Prince of himfelf made any overtures about it, but 
would only endeavour to give the Prince what light he 
could, as to the ftate of things in general, and what 
Vol. II. 


nifreprefentations in both, which it is very fit, 

fhould, 

he might hope from his allies, as well as from France : 
That if the Prince made no advances to him upon 
it, he would let it fall, and leave it in Sir William 
Temple's hands. He faid befides, that having fought 
the King's battle with the Prince, he muft fight ano- 
ther of his own, who did not deferve the coldnefs 
which his Highnefs had of late exprefled to him, and 
when that was done all his bufinefs was ended ; he 
therefore defired Sir William to introduce him and the 
Lord Offbry the fir ft time to the Prince, and after that 
he would give his Excellency no more trouble. Sir 
William told his Lordfhip, that he was glad to fee 
him, let his bufinefs be what it would : That he fhould 
be gladder yet, that the King's bufmefs fhould be done, 
let it be by whom it would, but much more that it 
might be'done by him : That for fetting matters right 
between the King and the Prince, he thought it the 
beft office which could be done them both : That for 
the way which he mentioned of raking into the fore, 
and fighting battles in defence or juftification of what 
was paft, he knew not what to fay to it, but would 
leave it to his own prudence ; but from what he knew 
in particular as to the Prince's humour and thoughts, 
whatever he did of that fort he believed fhould be 
very gentle, and not go too deep, Being of opinion, 
that expqft ulations were 'very apt to end well between 
lovers, but ill between friends. Sir William Temple 
was told by the Lord Arlington what he thought fit 
of all that pafled between the Prince and him ; and 
his Highnefs told him not only the thing but the man- 
ner of it, which was more important than the matter 
itfelf ; for this had no effect, but the other a great deal, 
and that lafted long. His Lordfhip told him much of 
his expoftulations, and with what good turns of wit he 
hadjuftified both the King's part in the late war and his 
own, but that upon all he found the Prince very dry 
and fulien, or at the beft uneafy, and as if he wifhed 
it ended : That upon difcourfe of the ftate of Chriften- 
dom, and what related to the war, which he was en- 
gaged in, he made no overture at all, nor entered fur- 
ther, than that the King might bring him out of it 
with honour if he pleafed, and with fafety to Europe, 
if not, it muft go on till the fortunes of the parties 
changing, made way for other thoughts than he be- 
lieved either of them had at that time : That this 
might happen after another campaign, which none but 
his Majefty could prevent, by inducing France to yield 
to fuch terms as he thought juft and fafe for the reft 
of Chriftendom. On the other fide, the Prince told 
Sir William Temple with what arrogance and info- 
lence the Lord Arlington had entered upon ail his ex- 
poftulations with him, fhevving not only in his dif- 
courfe as if he pretended to deal with a child, whom 
he could by his wit make believe what he pleafed, but 
in the manner of it, as if he had taken himfelf for 
the Prince of Orange, and him for the Lord Arling- 
ton : That all he faid was fo artificial, and giving 
fuch falfe colour to things which every body knew, 
that he who was a plain man could not bear it, and 
was never fo weary of any converfation in his life. 
In fhort, fays Sir William Temple, all the Prince 
told me of it looked fpighted at my Lord Arlington, 
and not very well fatisfied with the King's intentions 
upon this errand, though he faid he was fure his Ma- 
jefty never intended he fhould treat it in the manner 
he had, if he remembered that he was his nephew, 
though nothing elfe. After the firft converfations, 
Lord Arlington ft aid near fix weeks in Holland, either 
upon contrary winds to return his difpatch.es, or to 
carry him away, often at dinner with the Prince at 
Court, or at Count Waldeck's, or Monfieur Odyke's, 
or with Sir William Temple, putting on the beft 
humour and countenance, affedling the figure of one 
who had nothing of bufinefs in his head, or in the 
defign of his journey, but at heart weary of his ftay 
in Holland, and unwilling to return with no better 
account of his errand ; and, as it proved, he had rea- 
fon for both. The Penfionary and Count Waldeck 
perceived that his bent was to draw the Prince into 
fuch meafures of a peace as France then fo much de- 
fired ; into a difcovery of thofe perfons who had made 
advances to the Prince, or the States, of raifing com- 
motions in England during the late war; into fecret 
meafures with the King, of affifting him againft any 
rebels at home, as well as enemies abroad ; and into 
hopes or defign s of a match with the Duke's eldeft 
3 B daughter. 
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fhoulJ, for the fake of truth, and the fatisfaaion of pofterity, be fet in a clear light («) [Af], 

At this diftance of time, there can be no juft caufe, why we ftiould give any preference this fatt is im- 

£q partially exa- 
mined, 

interefts, refolved to give him the Lady Mary, his 
Royal Highnefs's eldeft daughter, being very fenilble 
this match would prove very acceptable to the nation 
in general, to whom he was now endeavouring to 
give as much content as it was poflible. When his 
Majefty had digefted this project in his own mind, he 
began to confider of proper perfons to be intruded 
with this delicate negociation ; for he refolved to em- 
ploy one perfon to expofhilate with his Highnefs as 
from himfelf, and that another mould be charged with 
the compliments of the Duke, and none of the dis- 
agreeable part of the commiffion. For this he foon 
caft his eyes upon the Earl of OfTory as the fitteft perfon 
in his dominions, for many reafons ; as he was a man 
of very high quality, great parts, and unblemifhed re- 
putation ; as having married a Lady who was very 
near in blood to the Prince of Orange ; and as being 
known to ftand higher in his Highnefs's favour than 
any other Englishman whatever. In making choice of 
the Lord Chamberlain for his own part of the nego- 
ciation, his Majefty wanted not many reafonable mo- 
tives : for he was beft acquainted with the grounds of 
his mafter's conduct, as having been a Minifter con- 
stantly employed during his reign ; he had married al fo 
a Dutch Lady (fifter to the Ccuntefs of OfTory), had 
great correfpondencies in Holland, had always exprefTed 
much zeal for his Highnefs's fervice, and been thanked 
for it by him. Be fides, he was confidered in Holland as 
the Minifter who had made the peace, and his relation 
to and intimacy with the Earl of OfTory, made him the 
propereft perfon in the world to accompany him, who 
was to act not for the King but the Duke. They fet 
out from London, Nov. io, 1674, and returned Jan. 6, 
1674-5, and in their own opinion were neither ill re- 
ceived by the Prince abroad, or by the King and Duke 
upon their coming home. It falls out very happily that 
the Earl of OfTory gave an account of this tranfa&ion 
to the Duke of Ormond his father (who did not love 
Arlington) in a private letter, dated Jan. 15, 1674-5, 
which is ftill preferved, and fo far as it regards this 
matter runs thus (56) : * When I have given you , 

* an account of my late commiffion, you will judge J t -"^ l f * 

* who and what influences affairs at prefent. The Ormond, Vol.ii. 

* King judged an alliance by the Duke's daughter to p. 44S. 
1 the Prince of Orange to fuit mofl with his occafions, 

* as alfo a right underftanding between them. My 

* Lord Chamberlain was commiflionated to handle the 

* eclairciflment on the King's fide, and my part waa 

* that relating to the Duke. The objection that the 

* King made was, that the Prince of Orange, during 
' and fince the war, had endeavoured to raife up fe- 

* dition at home. His anfwer was, that before the 

* peace he ufed his bell endeavours to obtain, if not 
6 conftrain, the King to it, but not by any thing' tend- 

* ing to a rebellion : That afterwards he would own 

* himfelf a villain, if ever he had done any thing 

* that might give any fuTpicion thereof. My Lord 

* Lauderdale had one Carllaires feized upon and ex- 
c amined, who faid that the Prince of Orange bid him 

* compliment Duke Hamilton. This he owned, for 

* it was not unlawful (he thought) after wars to be 

* civil to perfons of worth and honour. This was all 
1 the quarrel on our fide. Upon the King's defiring 
1 to know who he had treated with, and the King's 
1 promife that the perfons named mould not fuffer, he 
' defired to be excufed, with this promife, that if for 
' the future any thing came to his knowledge that 
' might difturb the quiet of the kingdoms, he would 
1 give notice of it in time. The Prince of Orange's 
4 complaints were, that the King, inftead of helping 

■ him in hisgreateftdiftrefs, had fen t over Embaffadors, 

■ who made a drifter league with France, but that 

■ he forgot all things part which could not be helped. 

■ He faid, that it was infinuated to him that fomething 

* was intended for the Duke of Monmouth to his pre- 
' judice. To this we gave him fatisfaaion by the 

* King's re-iterated commands. That which moft 
' touched was, the King's conniving at levies for 

* France, and his ftriftnefs againft fuch as defired to 

* ferve under him ; upon which he prefTed extremely 
1 that thofe troops might be recalled, or that he might 

* have leave to raife fome for the fervice of the States. 

* To this he received not the fatisfaftion he wifhed ; 
1 upon which he feveral times faid, that he was to ex- 

' pedt 


daughter. Though they faid that the Earl found the 
Prince would not enter at all into the firft, was obftinate 
againft the fecond, treated the third as difrefpect to the 
King, to think that he mould be fo ill beloved, or fo 
imprudent, as to need it ; and upon mention made by 
Lord Oflbry of the laft, he took no farther hold of 
it, than faying that his fortunes were not in a condition 
for him to think of a wife. Thus ended this myfti- 
cal journey, which, fays Sir William Temple, I have 
the rather unveiled, becaufe perhaps no other could do it, 
nor I without Jo many federal lights from fo many fe<ve- 
f-al hands ; and becaufe though it brought forth no pre- 
fait fruits, yet feeds were then fcattered y out of which 
fprung afterwards fome great events. * The Lord Ar- 

* lington after his return was received but coldly by 

* the King and ill by the Duke, who was angry that 
4 any mention mould be made of his daughter the Lady 

* Mary, though it was only done by the Lord Oflbry, 
' and whether with order from the King or not, was 
' not known ; fo that never any ftrain of Court fkill 
4 and contrivance fucceeded fo unfortunately as this 
1 had done, and fo contrary to all the ends which the 
( author of it propofed to himfelf. Inftead of ad- 

* vancing the peace he left it defperate ; inftead of 
' eftabliihing a friendfhip between the King and the 

* Prince, he left all colder than he found it; inftead 
4 of entering into great perfonal confidence and friend- 

* fhip with the Prince, he left an unkindnefs which 
' lafted ever after; inftead of retrieving his own credit 

* at Court, which he found waining by the increafe of 

* Lord Danby's, he made an end of all that he had left 
' with the King, who never afterwards ufed him with 

* any confidence further than the forms of his place, 
' and found alfo the Lord Treafurer's credit with the 

* King more advanced in fix weeks, which he had 

* been away, than it had in many months before.' 
We have another account of this extraordinary affair 
from Biihop Burnet, which is a good deal ftiorter, but I 
think full as curious as the former. He takes notice of 
fome correfpondence there was between the Malecon- 
tents in Holland and the Prince of Orange ; and that 
one Carftairs, who had been employed between them, 



. Arling 

' for recovering the King's confidence ; he offered to 
' go over to Holland with the Earl of Oflbry, for they 

* fancied they had a great intereft in the Prince by 
' their having married two of Bevervardt's daughters, 

* and the Prince had always a particular affection for 
' Lord OfTory. Lord Arlington faid he would go to the 

* bottom of every thiny with the Prince, and did not 

* doubt but he would bring him into an entire depend- 

* ance on his uncle, and particularly difpofe him to a 
4 general peace, on which the King was much fet, it 
6 being earneftly defired by the French. It was like- 

* wife believed that he had leave to give the Prince 
' the hope of marrying her, whom he afterwards mar- 
< ried. The Duke told me he knew nothing of the 

* matter. He had heard Lord Arlington had talked 
f as if the managing that was his chief errand ; and 

* upon that he had afked the King, who afTured him, 

* that he had pofitive order not fo much as to fpeak of 
c that matter. Whether notwithstanding this he had 

* a fecret order, or whether he did it without order, 
' he certainly talked a great deal of it to the Prince, 
1 as a thing which he might depend on, if he would 

* in all other things be governed by the King ' It is 
plain enough, that in various circumftances theTe ac- 
counts do not very well agree, though in the main they 
do, and may be taken together for one way cf telling 
the ftory. 

[M ] For the fake of truth, and the fatisfaclion of 
pojlcrity, be fet in a clear light.] According to die 
beft lights that at this diftance of time are to be had 
concerning this matter, from private memoirs and let- 
ters of perfons then living, and deeply engaged in 
public affairs, the Earl of Arlington was neither the 
principal perfon in* nor the contriver of, this affair. 
The King was defirous of parting the remainder of his 
reign in peace, and, if poftible, fecuring quiet to his 
fubjecls after his demife, in order to which he judged 
it neceffarv to come to a right underftanding with the 
Prince of Orange ; and to fecure him to his brother's 


(x) North's Ex- 
anien, p. 29. 


(y) Complete 
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to the Lord Treafurer's, or the LordXhamberhain's party. It is certain that the former 
got the better of the latter in the King's confidence, and that the Earl loft alfo the af- 
fe&ion of the Duke of York, for advifing his being fent from Court, which, however, 
is allowed to have been a very right meafure for King Charles's fervice (w). It is alio 
faid, that the King, by degrees, loft all efteem for the Earl of Arlington to fuch a height, 
as to fuffer fome to mimic him in his prefence, on the fcoreof his pretending zeal againft 
Popery, and whether true or not, the ftory is worth the hearing [iV]. But however 
that Monarch might behave on fome occafions, moft certainly he gave all outward tefli- 
monies of efteem and favour to the Earl of Arlington, even to the laft moment of his 
life (*). He not only continued him in his office of Lord-Chamberlain, but in his Privy- 
Council in all the changes it buffered, and thofe were not a few ; and he married his fa- 
vourite fon, the Duke of Grafton, into his family, and trufted him in all his bufinels, 
when thofe who had fupplanted him were no longer feen at Court. So that, at the King's 
death, excepting the Duke of Ormond, he left not an older fervant behind him than his* 
Chamberlain the Earl of Arlington. It was, perhaps, owing to this, that King James, 
though he did not love him, continued his Lordfhip in that office to the day of his death, 
which happened July 28, 1685, early in the morning, at the age of fixty-feven. His 
corpfe was afterwards conveyed to Eufton in Suffolk, and interred in a vault under the 
church there, which was of his own erefling. On his death- bed, as fome writers fay, he 
was reconciled to the Church of Rome (y) ; but it is more certain that he profefled him- 
felf, and educated his only daughter, a Proteftant. As to his character, the reader will 
meet v/ith it in the notes [O], He married Ifabella, daughter to Lewis de Naflau, Lord 

Beverwaerr, 
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* pect little from us, during our partiality and fear of 

* difpleafing France, and that whilft thofe of my Lord 

* Lauderdale's principles had fo much credit, the 

* French intereft would overbalance his. At our part- 

* ing he bid us not only thank the King, but afTure 

* him, that if occafion were he would venture for his 
c fervice his life and fortune. I come now to my part. 

* The King told me his nephew and his niece's mar- 
€ riage was the only thing capable of helping theDuke, 

* and that for that, as well as other reafons, he had 

* fpoke to the Duke of it, who confented that, upon 

* the Prince of Orange's defiring it, I mould under- 

* take the proportion would be accepted. This com- 

* miffion I had from both, and upon its being moved 
« to me by the Prince of Orange, I declared to him 

* fo much, and mewed him the account I gave of it 

* to the Duke, from which letter, by my making a 

* comma inftead of a full flop, the criticks would in- 

* fer that I had made the offer firft. Upon this the 
e Duke expreffed all the anger imaginable, but the 

* Prince's letter by ,me fully juftified the contrary. 

* The Duke will have the whole letter to be a civil 

* denial, to which I have nothing to fay, but that I am 

* Aire the Prince thought it otherwife, fori mewed it 

* him, who approved thereof. During our abfence, 

* the King's mind had been wrought upon in this af- 

* fair fo much, as 1 believe thofe, who wifh not a good 

* underftanding between him and his nephew, will have 

* their aim. I almoft forgot to tell you, that the 

* Duke, before our going, faid, he would not have his 

* daughter marry before a peace was made. But this 

* the King oppoied, believing, that when we had no- 

* thing to fay upon that account, it would give a 

* jealoufy that other ends Were fought under this nego- 

* ciation, which he would not have any way clogged. 

* The Duke's expostulation was mingled with much 

* kindnefs, but avowed that he liked not the thing 

* from the firft, and accufing me of too much hafte. 

* His carriage fmce to me is very fair and open. I 

* find the Duke of Monmouth much of the fame 
' mind, there being befides crolihefs of interefts, fome 

* private piques between the Prince and him. I fear 

* 1 have been too tedious in my narratives as to public 
1 concerns.' By comparing thefe accounts, and con- 
fidering the views, the characters, and the difpofitions 
of their refpective authors, the reader will be able to 
difcover much of the truth : whereas, by reading 
them feparately, he can enly learn what another perfon 
would have him take for- truth, which may be quite 
another thing. 

[N] Whether true or not, the ftory is worth the 
hearing J] We have this tale from Mr. Archdea- 
con Echard, who a flu res us he had it from an un- 
queftionable hand. As he does not name his autho- 
rity, however, we can take it on his credit only. It 
runs thus (57) . * As the credit of this Earl declined, 

* fo feveral perfons at Court took the liberty to aft and 
c mimic his perfon and behaviour, as had been for- 


4 merly done againft the Lord Chancellor Clarendon, 

* and it became a common jeft for fome Courtier to 

* put a black patch upon his nofe, and ftrut about with 

* a white ftaffin his hand, in order to make the King 

* merry. Yet he held his Lord Chamberlain's place to 
' the day of his death. The reafon of the King's cold- 

* nefs, or perhaps difpleafure, is believed to proceed 

* from his late turning towards the popular Hream , and 

€ more efpecially his outward proceedings againil the ' 

* Papifts, when the Court believed him to be one in- 

* wardly himfelf. Concerning this I have received an 
f unqueftionable ftory from an unqueftionable hand ; 

* namely, that Colonel Richard Talbot, afterwards 
' Earl of Tyrconnel, having been fome time abfent 
' from the Court, upon his return found the Earl of 

* Arlington's credit in a low condition, and feeing him 
s one day a died by a perfon with a patch and ftafF, he 

* took occafton to expoftulate this matter with the 
4 King, with whom he was very familiar, remonftrating 

* how 'very hard it was, that poor Harry Bennet Jhoidd 
4 be thus ufed, after he had fo long and faithfully 
4 fer'ved his Majefty, and followed him every where 
4 in his exile. The King hereupon began to complain 

* too, declaring what caufe he had to be diffatisfied 

* with Harry Bennet' 's conduct, who had of late behaved 
4 himfelf after a Jlrange manner ; for not content to 
4 co?ne to prayers as others did, he mujl be conjlant at 
4 facraments too. Why, faid Talbot, interrupting him, 

* does not your Majefty do the 'very fame thing ? God's 
4 f/h, replied the King with fome heat, / hope there is 
4 a difference between Harry Bennet and me.' This 
very ftory, if true, very fully proves that the Earl of 
Arlington was confidered at Court as a perfon concern- 
ed in a ftrift and fteady oppolition to the Popifh faction, 
and as a perfon of great gravity and circumfpection, 
which his enemies ftudied to reprefent as mere pride 
and grimace. But we have a much ftronger and better 
proof of this in Coleman's Letters (58) ; wherein it 
is exprefsly faid, that there was a time when all the 
King's Miniftei s were willing to have come into and 
profecuted the Duke of York's meafures, the Earl of 
Arlington only excepted ; and upon this information it 
was, that the French court entered into fuch fufpicion 
of his Lordfliip, as to direct their Embafladors to live 
no longer in ftrict correfpondency with him, as being 
a man capable of making them believe the execution 
of their inftructions was in many points impracticable, 
and fo difcouraging them from attempting it. 

[O] The reader will meet with it in the notes.] It 
fares with the characters as with the pictures of great 
men, we fee many drawn for them, butfew like them. 
The circumftances of the Earl of Arlington's life and 
fortunes bring him into general Hiftories and private 
Memoirs, fo that accounts of him are frequent, and 
yet none of them do him ftrict juftice. He entered the 
world very early, as appears by a copy of verfes of his, 
printed in a univerfity collection, when he was but 
nineteen (59), and thenceforward he compofed either 
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i8S BENNET. 

Eeverwaert, fon to Maurice, Prince of Orange and Count Naflau, by whom he had his 
only daughter Ifabella, who married, Auguft i, 1672, Henry Earl of Eufton, fon to 

King 
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in Englifh or Latin on all fiich occafions. He was 
but three and twenty at the time he entered into the 
fervice of King Charles I. at Oxford, and he continued 
in a very uniform conduct in refpeft to loyalty, from 
his firft coming into bufinefs, to his going out of 
this world. He was Secretary to the Duke of York 
long, .but never a favourite : he was in that capacity 
truiled by the King, and ferved him faithfully. In 
the bufinefs of the Duke's excurfion, and in his em- 
bafly to the Court of Spain, we find Bennet's con- 
duel irreproachable by fuch as loved him leaft (60). 
His becoming Secretary of State, Privy-Counfellor, 
and Minifter, was the pure effects of his capacity ; 
and that it was every way equal to his pofts, Sir Wil- 
liam Temple confefTes, even when he was leaft pleafed 
with him (61). He fhewed his genius mod when in 
the zenith of his power, and leaft when he confented 
to Ihare that power by making one in the Cabal. It 
was with difficulty he recovered himfelf, but he fcorned 
to do it by laying any load upon his mafter. He 
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ruined himfelf with the Duke, by advifing what he 
thought necefTary to prevent the ruin of the King. 
His journey to Holland was another proof of his be- 
ing determined to ferve but one mafter. He had fo 
much good fenfc as to put little in the power of Ws 
enemies, and fo much fincerity, that he never wanted 
friends. He remained a Courtier from his birth to 
his grave, came into place before he could well write 
man, and through all ftorms, tempefts, and changes, 
held it till he was an old man, fometimes in danger, 
often in a ft ate of coolnefs, but never in difgrace. 
In many things* however, he might feem un- 
happy : as in being oppofite to the Earl of Claren- 
don, and thereby drawing on himfelf an angry re- 
flection fatal to his peace, his credit, and his me- 
mory: In his difference with Sir WilHam Temple, 
who had the better of him as a writer, though not as 
a ftatefman ; yet Bifhop Burnet has done fevere juftice, 
in giving the grounds of their quarrel (6z) : Arlington 
had thrown him oj}\ and Temple ivas too proud to bear 
contempt, or forget fuch an injury foon : In falling in 
with Buckingham and Shaftefbury, Clifford and Lau- 
derdale, all men of flame and violence, who had no 
great kindnefs for him, and who meant nothing but 
their own advantage. His view, on the other hand, 
was to keep fome fhare of power, and be within reach 
of the King : In bringing himfelf under the imputation 
of Popery, though he defended the King from Papifts : 
In having the Prince of Orange prejudiced again ft him, 
becaufe he would have deterred him from correfpond- 
ing with the malecontents againft his uncle's govern- 
ment : In bringing upon himfelf the Duke's refent- 
ment, by advifing whmt he difliked, and yet was 
obliged to obey : In provoking the Papifts, by pre- 
venting their approaching the Royal perfon, which he 
thought necefTary for the King's fafety, and they re- 
fented as the higheft infolence of office : In caufing a 
fiifpicion amongft the friends of the Church, that he 
courted the Fanatics : And. finally, in having the 
misfortune to fuffer by men of all religions, while 
either he had none, or diffembled what he had. 
Butnotwithftanding thefe abatements, few Statefmen's 
accounts have appeared fairer when balanced. He 
was perfectly N uniform in his political conduct; he 
was affectionate to his Prince, and thought this beft 
expreflcd by loving his people. No engagements ever 
came into competition with thefe ; he difliked Papifts, 
not perfonally, but as a party; he married a Dutch 
woman, without facrificingthe principles of an Englifh 
Statefman ; he durft venture any thing for the King, 
as appears evidently by his courting neither the Duke 
of York nor the Prince of Orange. While fole Minifter 
he made the Triple Alliance. He faved the King or 
the nation by diflblving the Cabal. The current of 
common opinion, and parliamentary refentment, never 
ran fo ftrong againft any man without bearing him 
down, and yet in faving himfelf he never facrificed 
his mafter. He fe;ved his friends not only without 
boafting, but without mentioning his fervices ; but 
then he expected t<5 be confidered and treated as one 
that could ferve them. On this head the Duke of 
Ormond, who had high notions of his own quality, 
made a ftrange excufe (63). That Lord, faid he, 
expecls to be treated as if he had been born with a blue 


ribband, and forgets Harry Bennet that was but a wry 
little gentleman. He formed very true judgments of 
men, things, and circumftances, and exprefled himfelf 
on them freely to his mafter, whofe affairs went always 
beft when our Lord Arlington was moft in favour. His 
life was diverfined with a vaft variety of fcenes, but it 
muft be allowed that all of them are very properly 
difpofed. His younger years fpent in travel, not idly, 
but in bufinefs ; his middle age in the moft arduous 
employment in the ftate, in which he executed all that 
was proper for him to execute himfelf ; his decline of 
life in an honourable retirement. In a word, his parts 
recommended him to the Royal favour, his fidelity pre- 
ferved it, and his engaging the King to ftgn the treaty 
of London fecured his throne and the honour of the 
FLAG to this nation. His honours were many, be- 
caufe his fervices were great ; and having raifed, in 
the fpace of twenty-five years employment, a moderate, 
not a minifterial fortune, he bellowed the heirefs of 
it on the fon of him from whom it came, by the 
Lady to whom he had the higheft obligations, and left 
behind him various teftimonies, that a man may be an 
excellent Courtier, and at the fame time a friend to 
the people. Many more glittering characters than his 
appear in Britilh hiftory, more amiable, but few. C. 


*** [This is one of the articles cenfured by Mr. 
Walpole, and on account of which he hath faid, that 
he could not help calling our work Vindicatio Britan- 
nica. There is no inftance, we believe, wherein the 
title may fo juftly be applied. It muft be acknow- 
ledged, that the conduct of Lord Arlington is palli- 
ated beyond all truth and reafon. At the fame time, 
every man who knew Dr. Campbell will be fenfible 
that he could have no intereft in doing this : and that 
he was led aftray by that amiablenefs and philanthro- 
py of temper, which engaged him to fee characters 
in the moft favourable light. Nor can it be denied, 
that the whole article is ftngularly ingenious, and that 
there is difplayed in it a vaft compafs of hiftorical 
and critical knowledge. Still, however, we are 
obliged to differ, in many particulars, from our wor- 
thy and learned predeceffbr. Not to enlarge on every 
circumftance and every expreffion that we cannot ap- 
prove, and which, indeed, may fafely be left to the 
difcernment of our readers, we can fee no reafon why 
moft of the good meafures of a certain part of King 
Charles the Second's reign fhould be aicribed to the 
Earl of Arlington. The utmoft that can juftly be 
faid is, that he acted in concurrence with the other 
Minifters of State. Dr. Campbell is peculiarly wrong 
in making him the only faultlefs perfon of the Cabal. 
It will appear, in the courfe of our obfervations, that 
the very contrary was the cafe : But as this could not 
be known when the article was drawn up, the writer 
of it ought not to be blamed on that account. What 
may, neverthelefs, truly be alleged is, that even as 
the evidence then ftood, there was no reafonable 
ground for believing that Lord Arlington was not 
equally criminal with the reft of the Cabal. His 
abilities, likewife, are reprefented in too exalted a 
view ; and his virtues are carried to a height, of which 
we are forry to obferve, that we cannot rind fufficient 
traces in his real character. 

It is faid above, that the Earl of Clarendon, in 
his Hiftory of the Rebellion, fpeaks very refpectfully 
of Lord Arlington upon all occafions. But whatever 
decorum and re ferve the noble Hiftorian might think 
proper to maintain, with regard to him, in that work, 
it is certain that he hath treated him with great free- 
dom in the Continuation of his own Life, and given 
a pi&ure of him which is far from being in his fa- 
vour. This will be evident from the character he 
hath drawn of him on his return from Spain, and 
which, as containing feveral particulars not before 
noticed, we mail infert at length. * There were two 
1 perfons now introduced. to act upon that ftage (the 
8 Houfe of Commons) who difdained to receive or- 

* ders, or to have any method prefcribed to them ; 
1 who took upon them to judge of other men's de- 

* fects, and thought their own abilities beyond excep- 

* tion. The one was Sir Harry Bennet (*), who had 

* procured himfelf to be fent Agent or Envoy into/ 

* Spain, as foon as the King came from Bruflels ; 

1 being 
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* being a man very well known to the King, and for 

* his pleafant and agreeable humour acceptable to 

* him : And he remained there at much eafe till the 

* King returned to England, having waited upon his 

* Majefty at Fuentarabia in the clofe of the treaty be- 
c tween the two Crowns, and there appeared by his 

* dexterity to have gained good credit in the Court 

* of Spain, and particularly with Don Lewis de Ha- 
c ro ; and by that fhort negociation he renewed and 

* confirmed the former good inclinations of his Maf- 

* ter to him. He had been obliged always to cor- 
' refpond with the Chancellor, by whom his inftruc- 
' tions had been drawn, and to receive the King's 
€ pleafure by his fignincation ; which he had always 

* done, and profefled much refpeel and fubmiflion to 

* him : Though whatever orders he received, and 
c how pofitive foever, in particulars which highly con- 

* cerned the King's honour and dignity, he obferved 

* them fo far and no farther than his own humour 
c difpofed him ; and in fome cafes flatly difobeyed 

* what the King enjoined, and did directly the con- 
c trary, as in the cafe of the Jefuit Peter Talbot ; 

* who having carried himfelf with notorious infolence 

* towards the King in Flanders, had tranfported him- 
c felf into England, offered his fervice to Cromwell, 

* and after his death was employed by the ruling 
' powers into Spain, upon his undertaking to procure 

* orders, by which the King fhould not be fuffered 

* longer to refide in Flanders ; of all which his Ma- 

* jefty having received full advertifement, he made 

* haile to fend orders into Spain to Sir Harry Bennet, 
* c that he mould prepare Don Lewis for his reception 
" by letting him know, that though that Jefuit was 
* c his natural fubject, he had fo mi (behaved himfelf, 
** that he looked upon him as a moll inveterate ene- 
** my and a traitor ; and therefore his Majefty defired, 
9C that he might receive no countenance there, being 
* c as he well knew fent by the greateft rebels to do 
*' him prejudice.'* 

* This was received by Sir Harry Bennet before 
r the arrival of the man, who found no inconveni- 

* encc by it; and inftead of making any complaint 

* concerning him, he writ word, " That Talbot had 
*' more credit than he at that Court, that he pro- 
ft fe/Ted to have great devotion for the King ; and 
*' therefore his advice was, that the King would have 
<c a better opinion of him, and employ him in his 
** fervice And himfelf received him into his full 

* confidence, and confulted with no man fo much as 
c with him ; which made all men believe that he was 

* a Roman Catholic, who did believe that he had any 

* religion. But he had made his full excufe and de- 

* fence for all this at the interview at Fuentarabia, 

* from whence the King returned with marvellous 

* fatisfaction in his difcretion as well as in his affec- 

* tion. And until, contrary to all his expectation, he 

* heard of the King's return into England, all his 

* thoughts were employed how to make benefit of 
c the Duke of York's coming into Spain to be Ad- 
1 miral of the gallies ; which he writ to haften all 
1 that might be. 

* Though he continued his formal correfpondence 
1 with the Chancellor, which he could not decline, 
1 yet he held a more fecret intelligence with Daniel 
1 O Neile of the Bedchamber, with whom he had a 
E long friendfhip. As foon as the King arrived in 
1 England, he trufted O Neile to procure any Direc- 

* tion from the King immediately in thofe particulars 
; which himfelf advifed. And fo he obtained the 
; King's confent, for his confenting to the old league 

that had been made between England and Spain in 1 
: the time of the late King, and which Spain had ' 
exprefsly refufed to renew after the death of that ' 
King (which was fuddenly proclaimed in Spain, * 
without ever being confulted in England) ; and pre- ' 
fently after leave to return into England without 1 
any letter of revocation : both which were procured, ' 
or rather fignified, by O Neile, without the Privity ' 
of the Chancellor or of either of the Secretaries of i 
State ; nor did either of them know that he was ' 
from Madrid, till they heard he was in Paris, from * 
whence he arrived in London in a very fhort time 1 
after. So far the Chancellor was from that power- * 
Vol. II. 


■ ful intereft or influence, when his credit was at 
< higheft. 

* But he was very well received by the King, in 
' whofe affections he had a very good place : and 
' fhortly after his arrival, though not fo foon as he 

* thought his high merit deferved, his Majefty con- 
1 ferred the only place then void (and that had been 
' long promifed to a noble perfon, who had behaved 
1 himfelf very well towards his Majeity and his bleffcd 
1 father) upon him, which was the office of Privy 
' Purfe ; received him into great familiarity, and into 
' his nightly meeting, in which he filled a principal 
c place to all intents and purpofes. The King very 

* much defired to have him elected a member in the 
' Houfe of Commons, and commanded the Chan- 
c cellor to ufe his credit to obtain it upon the firft 

* opportunity : And in obedience to that command, 
' he did procure him to be chofen about the time we 
f are now fpeaking of, when the Parliament af- 
€ fembled in February (64).' 

Lord Clarendon, a little after, fpeaking of Sir 
Harry Bennet and Mr. Coventry, between whom he 
fays there had been as great a league of friendfhip, as 
there could be between two very proud men, equally 
ill-natured, aflerts, that the former of them knew no 
more of the Con ft it u tion and Laws of England than 
he did of China > nor had in truth a care or tender- 
nefs for Church or State, but believed France was the 
befl pattern in the world (65). 

Upon occafion of Sir Harry Bennet's being brought 
in to have a confiderable management in the Houfe 
of Commons, the Noble Hiftorian exprefles himfelf 
in the following terms : ' By thefe means, and with 
' thefe circumftances, this alteration was made in the 
< conduct of the King's fervice in the Parliament ; 

* upon which many other alterations followed by de- 
( grees, though not at once. Yet prefently it ap- 

* peared, that this introduction of new confidents 
€ was not acceptable to thofe, who thought they had 

* very well difcharged their truft. Sir Harry Bennet 
1 was utterly unknown to them, a man unverfed in 

* any bufmefs, who never had, nor ever was like to 

* fpeak in the Houfe, except in his ear who fat next 
c to him, to the difad vantage of fome who had 

* fpoken, and had not the faculties to get himfelf be- 

* loved ; and was thought by all men to be a Roman 

* Catholic, for which they had not any other reafon 

* but from his indifference in all things which con- 

* cerned the church (66).' 

From Lord Clarendon's relation of Sir Harry Ben- 
net's being made Secretary of State, it is apparent 
that his Lordfhip did not approve of that tran faction : 
and when he gives an account of Sir Harry's being 
raifed to the Peerage, he furhciently fhews his diflike 
of it ; and at the fame time mentions an anecdote 
concerning it, which is fomewhat curious. Having 
fpoken of Sir Charles Berkeley's being advanced, 
at the requeft of the Duke of York, from the title of 
Vifcount Fitzharding in Ireland, to that of Earl of 
Falmouth in England, before he had one foot of land 
in the world, the Hiftorian goes on as follows : 

* And to gratify the King for this favour, the Duke 

* likewife propofed that the King would make Sir 

* Harry Bennet a Lord, whom all the world knew he 

* did not care for; which was as willingly granted : 

* And he had no more eftate than the other, and 
€ could not fo eafily find a title for his Barony. But 
' becaufe he had no mind to retain his own name, 
1 which was no good one, his firft warrant was to be 
( created Cheney, which was an ancient Barony ex- 
E pired, and to which family he had not the leaft rela- 
; tion : And for fome days upon the figning the war- 
rant he was called Lord Cheney, until a Gentleman 
of the beft quality in Buckinghamshire, who though 
he had no title to the Barony, was yet of the fame 
family, and inherited moll part of the cftate, which 
was very confiderable, and was married to a daugh- 
ter of the Duke of Newcaftle, heard of it, and 
made hafte to ftop it. He went firft to Sir Harry 
Bennet himfelf, and defired him, a not to affect a 

f title to which he had no relation ; and to which, 
' though he could not pretend of direct right, yet 
' he was not fo obfeure, but that himfelf, or a fon 
3 C - of 
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ton, 


tc of his might hereafter be thought worthy of it 
{f by the Crown ; and in that refpect it would be 
*' fome trouble to him to fee it veiled in the family 

0 of a Granger." The Secretary did not give him 

* fo civil an anfwer as he expecled, having no know- 

* ledge of the gentleman. Yet fhortly after, upon 

* information of his condition and quality (as he was 

* in all refpects very worthy of confideration), the 

* patent being not yet prepared, he was contented to 

* take the title of a little farm that had belonged to 

* his father, and was fold by him, and now in the 

* pofleflion of another private perfon ; and fo was 

* created Lord Arlington, the proper and true name 

* of the place being Harlington, a little village be- 
< tween London and Uxbridge (67).* 

The fubfequent tranfaclion, while it fets the Earl 
of Clarendon's integrity in the ftrongeft and moll 
commendable light, will do no credit to Lord Arling- 
ton. ' One day the Chancellor and the Lord Ar- 

* lington were together alone, and the Secretary, 

* according to his cullom, was fpeaking foberly of 

* many great mifcarriages by the licence of the court, 

* and how much his Majefly fufFered thereby ; when 

* the King fuddenly came into the room to them, 

* and after he was fate afked them what they were 
' talking of? to which the Chancellor anfwered, 
44 that he would tell him honeflly and truly, and was 
" not forry for the opportunity," And the other 

* looking with a very troubled countenance, he pro- 

1 ceeded, and faid, 44 that they were fpeaking of his 
44 Majeily, and, as they did frequently, were be- 
44 wailing the unhappy life he lived, both with re- 
•f fpect to himfelf, who, by the excefs of pleafures 
44 which he indulged to himfelf, was indeed without 
44 the true delight and relifh of any ; and in refpecr. 
44 to his government, which he totally neglected, and 
<c of which the kingdom was fo fenfible, that it could 
s( not be long before he felt the ill effects of it : 
" That the people were well prepared and well in- 
44 clined to obey ; but if they found that he either 
** would not or could not command, their temper 
** would quickly be changed, and he would find lefs 
** obedience in all places, than was neceffary for his 
*? affairs : And that it was too evident and vifible, 
* f that he had already loll very much of the affection 
*f and reverence the nation had for him." 

* He faid, 44 that this was the fubject they two 
€t were difcourfing upon when his Majeily entered ; 
*f and that it is the argument upon which all thofe of 
** his council with whom he had any converfation did 
<f every day enlarge, when they were together, with 
" grief of heart, and even with tears; and that he 
44 hoped that fome of them did, with that duty that 
44 became them, rep re lent to his Majeily their own 
44 fenfe, and the fenfe his good fubjects had, of his 
44 condition of living, 4oth with reference to God, 
** who had wrought fuch miracles for him, and ex- 
44 pected fome proportionable return ; and with re- 
44 Terence to his people, who were in the highell dif- 
44 content. He doubted all men did not difcharge 
44 their duty this way ; and fome had confefled to 
14 him, that they durft not do it left they might offend 
44 him, which he had alfured them often that they 
44 would not do s halving had fo often experience himfelf 
44 of his goodnefs in that refpecl ; and that he had the 
44 rather taken this opportunity to make this repre- 
44 fentation to him in the prefence of another, which 
44 he had never ufed to do And concluded 44 with 
44 befeeching his Majeily to believe that which he had 
44 often faid to him, that no Prince could he more mi- 
" ferahle, nor could ha've more reafon to fear his own 
44 ruin j than he who hath no feruants who dare con- 
44 tradiSt him in his opinions •, or advife him againft his 
** inclinations, how natural foever." 

* The King heard all this and more to the fame ef- 

* feet with his ufual temper (for he was a patient 
4 hearer), and fpake fenfibly, as if he thought that 
' much that had been faid was with too much reafon ; 

* when the other, who wiihed not fuch an effect from 

* the difcourfe, inllead of feconding any thing that 
1 had been faid, made ufe of the warmth the Chan- 

* cellor was in, and of fome exprelfions he had ufed, 

* to fall into raillery which was his bell faculty ; 

* with which he diverted the King from any farther 


* ferious reflections ; and both of them grew very 

* merry with the other, and reproached his over- 
s much feverity, now he grew old, and confidered 
c not the infirmities of younger men : which increafed 
« the paffion he was in, and provoked him to fay, 
" that it was obferved abroad, that it was a faculty 
<< very much improved of late in the court, to laugh 
«* at thofe arguments they could not anfwer, and 
" which would always be requited with the fame 
44 mirth amongll thofe who were enemies to it, and 
<< therefore it was pity that it mould be fo much em- 
44 braced by thofe who pretended to be friends 

1 and to ufe fome other, too plain exprelfions, which 
4 it may be were not warily enough ufed, and which 
4 the good Lord forgot not to put the King in mind of, 

* and to defcant upon the prefumption, in a feafon 
4 that was more ripe for fuch reflections, which at the 
4 prefent he forbore to do, and for fome time after 

* remembered only in merry occafions (68).' 

It is well known from our general hillories, as well 
as from Lord Chancellor Clarendon's Continuation, 
that the Earl of Arlington was deeply engaged in the 
party which oppofed that great man, and that he 
contributed not a little to his difgrace and fall. On 
this account, it may naturally be fuppofed that the 
Chancellor would fpeak of the Secretary in unfavour- 
able terms. What he hath faid, therefore, againft 
him mull be taken with fome degree of abatement ; 
though, we are afraid, not with fuch a degree of 
abatement as will ferve to place Lord Arlington's 
character in a very ellimable point of view. In fay- 
ing this, we do not enter into the queflion, how 
far Lord Clarendon's political conduct was right or 
wrong. That is not the object of prefent difcuflion. 
That the Chancellor was not fometimes exempt from 
ftrong prejudices in his representations of public men, 
is manifelt, among other inllances, from the uncom- 
mon feverity with which he always fpeaks of Sir Wil- 
liam Coventry ; who will now, generally, be agreed 
to have been a gentleman of eminent virtues, as well 
as of dillinguilhed talents. 

But there are other allegations that may be men- 
tioned to the difadvantage of the Earl of Arlington, 
of which it cannot be faid that they came from a per- 
fonal enemy. A moll important charge, indeed, 
arifes againll him, from the collection of letters lately 
publilhed by Sir John Dalrymple. From thefe it 
appears, that our ftatefman was fo far from being the 
only faultlefs member of the Cabal, that he and Lord 
Clifford were the moll guilty of them all. He and 
Lord Clifford (then Sir Thomas Clifford), in con- 
junction with Lord Arundel of Wardour, and Sir - 
Richard Bealling (*), were the commiffioners, who, 
on the 22d of May, 1670, Old Style, concluded and 
figned at Dover, with Monf. Colbert the French 
ambalfador, a fecret league between Charles the Se- 
cond of England, and Lewis the Fourteenth of France; 
by which Charles agreed to declare himfelf a Roman 
Catholic, and to engage in a war for the dellruction 
of the United Provinces (69). This is a tranfaction 
of fuch great importance in the Englilh hillory, and 
is fo intimately connected with the Earl of Arlington's 
political character, that we lhall be excufed in laying 
it, at large, before our readers. The project of the 
treaty, as it hath been taken, by Sir John Dalrymple, 
from the Depot des affaires etrangeres at Verfailles, 
was as follows : 4 It hath been treated, agreed, and 
4 concluded, that there lhall be for ever a good, fure, 
4 and firm peace, union, true brotherfhip, confede- 
e racy, friendlhip, alliance, and good correfpondence, 
4 between the King of Great Britain, his heirs and 
4 fucceflbrs, of the one part, and the moll Chrillian 
4 King of the other part ; and between all and every 
4 of their kingdoms, Hates, and territories ; between 
4 their fubjects and valfals that they now have and 
4 poflefs, or that they may hereafter have and polfefs, 
4 as well by fea and frelh waters as by land. And as 
' a tellimony that this peace lhall remain inviolable, 
4 and beyond the power of any thing in the world to 
4 difturb it, there follow articles of fo great confi- 
4 dence, and otherwife fo advantageous to the faid 
4 Sovereign Lords, that it is hardly poffibl e to find in 

any age more important ones agreed and concluded 
' upon. The King of Great Britain being convinced 

4 of 
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on, &c. in her own right, and, on her deceafe, Feb. 7, 1722-3, thofe tides defcended 
o her only fon Charles, the late Duke of Grafton (z). ' C. 


of the truth of the Catholic religion, and refolved 
to declare himfelf a Catholic, and be reconciled to 
the church of Rome, thinks the affiftance of his 
mo(t Chriftian Majefty neceflary to facilitate his de- 
fign : It is therefore agreed and concluded upon, 
that his moil Chriftian Majefty mall furnilh to the 
King of England, before the faid declaration, the 
fum of two hundred thoufand pounds Sterling ; the 
one half of the faid fum mall be paid three months 
after the reciprocal ratification of the prefent treaty, 
and the other half three months after the expiration 
of that time : And farther, that the faid Lord the 
molt Chriftian King mall aflift his Britannic Majefty 
with troops and money as often as there mall be 
need, in cafe the fubjefts of the faid Lord the King 
mall not acquiefce with the faid declaration, but 
rebel againft his faid Britannic Majefty (which can- 
not be believed). And to the end that the faid de- 
claration may have the wilhed-for fuccefs, and be 
executed with the greater fafety, it is likewife 
agreed, that the day for executing the defign mail 
be entirely in the option of the King of England. 
6 2. It is alfo agreed between the moil Chriftian 
King and his Britannic Majefty, that the faid Lord' 
the molt Chriftian King mail not break nor ever 
infringe the peace he hath made with Spain ; and 
that he will not controvert in any manner what he 
hath promifed by the treaty of Aix-la-Chapelle ; 
and confequently the King of Great Britain ihall be 
allowed to maintain the faid treaty conformable to 
the conditions of the triple alliance, and the en- 
gagements that depend thereon. 
' 3. That if there fliould fall hereafter to the moll 
Chriftian King any new rights and titles on the 
Spanilh monarchy, it is agreed between the King 
of Great Britain and the molt Chriftian King, that 
the faid King of Great Britain lhall aflift the faid 
molt Chriftian King with all his forces, as well by 
fea as land, to facilitate the acquifition of the faid 
rights ; the whole at the expence of the molt Chrif- 
tian King. And in order to obviate all^difputes 
that may happen about adjufting the accounts of 
the faid troops, it is concluded and agreed between 
the faid Lords the Kings, that the levying and 
tranfporting all the land-forces which the molt 
Chriftian King mall have occafton for, or may re- 
quire, fliall be at the expence of the faid molt Chrif- 
tian King ; and the prefent treaty being concluded, 
particular articles fliall hereafter be adjufted, as well 
touching the pay and fubfiftence of the faid land- 
forces, as to regulate the manner and conditions 
upon which they are to ferve : But as a calculation 
cannot well be made of the expences of a naval ar- 
mament, fubject to fuch a variety of accidents, and 
compofed of fo many parts, it is neceflary to reduce 
the whole to one head ; it is therefore agreed, that 
the naval forces which lhall be employed, as above 
mentioned, in the fervice of the molt Chriftian 
King, lhall be paid by his faid molt Chriftian Ma- 
jefty at the rate of 3 1. 16 s. a man per month, in- 
cluding the pay of all officers and failors, the pro- 
vilion, ammunition, rigging, wear, and lofs of 
Ihips during the war ; and that from the time the 
faid troops lhall be railed till they are difcharged, 
computing twenty-eight days to a month : And, 
on thefe conditions, fuch a number of Ihips lhall 
be furnilhed, and of fuch force as his molt Chriftian 
Majefty lhall judge neceflary for his fervice, and at 
fuch time as he lhall think proper ; and as it may 
happen that this aftiftance will be demanded to bring 
under his molt Chriftian Majefty's obedience fome 
diftant provinces and places towards the Mediterra- 
nean, which at prefent are under fubjeclion to the 
Spaniards, and that it may be inconvenient, nay 
impoflible, for his Britannic Majefty's fleets to keep 
the fea, without having fome ports and havens 
where they may from time to time put in to careen, 
get provifions and ammunition, and have magazines 
and proper places to refit, it is agreed between the 
faid Sovereign Lords, that the King of Great Bri- 
tain fliall have for ever for himfelf, his heirs and 
fucceftbrs, the ifland of Minorca ; as alfo, for the 
greater convenience of his land and fea forces, lhall 
have to himfelf, his heirs and fucceftbrs, the port 
and town of Oftend in the Low Countries, with as 


much of the country round about as lhall be judged 
capable of paying as much contribution as will fub- 
filt fuch a garrifon as it fliall be judged neceflary to 
keep there ; and in order to take the faid places, 
and put his Britannic Majefty in pofleflion of them, 
the molt Chriftian King will ufe the fame efforts, 
and employ as many troops as he lhall to take the 
places, the pofleflion of which are to remain with 
him. And farther, his molt Chriftian Majefty pro- 
mi fes and engages, as well in his own name as that 
of the molt Chriftian Queen, their heirs and fuc- 
eeflbrs, and having caufe (the before-named claims 
on the Spanilh monarchy being fallen to him) to 
aflift the King of Great Britain to make himfelf 
mafter of the countries and places in America, which 
at prefent are under the Spanifh domination, and 
to do all in his power to oblige the people who in- 
habit thofe countries and places in America, to 
fubmit themfelves to the government of the faid 
Lord the King of England, his heirs and fucceflbrs; 
and having fubmitted themfelves, or being reduced 
to fubmiflion, the faid people fliall always be ac- 
counted fubjecls of the faid Lord the King of Great 
Britain, and of his heirs and fucceflbrs. It is alfo 
agreed and concluded, that neither of the faid So- 
vereigns lhall make a peace, without the confent 
and approbation of the other, with any Prince or 
State whatever, who lhall oppofe the juft rights and 
titles devolved to the molt Chriftian King, as is 
before mentioned. 

* 4. It is covenanted between the faid two Sove- 
reigns, that they fliall make war againft the States- 
General of the United Provinces with all their forces 
by land and fea ; and the faid Sovereigns lhall de- 
clare all treaties heretofore made with the faid States 
null, except that already mentioned of the triple 
alliance made in confequence of the treaty of Aix- 
la-Chapelle, and neither of the faid Kings lhall 
make peace with the faid States without the confent 
of the other. All commerce between the flibjecls 
of the faid Kings and of the faid States fliall be 
prohibited ; and if the fubjefts of either of the faid 
Sovereigns traffic with the fubjectsof the faid States, 
the Ihips and goods of fuch fubje&s fo trading lhall 
be feized by the fubjedts of the other, and deemed 
lawful prizes ; and if after the declaration of war 
the fubjedts of either of the faid Sovereigns fliall be 
enrolled in the fervice of the faid States, and taken 
prifoners, they fliall be punilhed with death by the 
Sovereign whofe fubjecls fliall take them. And 
forafmuch as the fenate and republic of Hambourg 
are united in in terefts with the States-General, and 
experience having fliewn that the faid republic will 
always aflift the faid States under-hand, it is farther 
agreed and concluded upon, that war lhall be de- 
clared at the fame time by the faid Sovereigns 
againft the faid fenate and republic : And as the 
preparations by fea, in order to bring the war to a 
happy iflue, will neceflarily be exceflive, and that 
the burthen (much more heavy than that of an 
army at land) will principally fail upon his Britan- 
nic Majefty, the molt Chriftian King engages to pay 
to the King of Great Britain, fo long as the war 
fliall continue, the fum of eight hundred thoufand 
pounds Sterling, by way of fublidy, to defray a 
part of the very great expence which the King of 
Great Britain mult neceflarily be at in fitting out all 
his naval force ; which he propofes and obliges 
himfelf to do every year during the courfe of this 
war. The half of the faid fum of eight hundred 
thoufand pounds Sterling lhall be furnilhed and ad- 
vanced to the faid King of Great Britain three 
months before the declaration of the faid war, and 
the other half fix months after the faid declaration ; 
and thus annually, as long as the war fliall laft, the 
half in the beginning of each year, and the other 
half fix months after. Befldes the faid fleet, his 
Britannic Majefty will always keep on foot a body 
of 6000 infantry, which he will transport at his own 
expence ; and of all the conquefts that lhall be 
made upon the States-General, the King of Great 
Britain will be fatisfied with the following places, 
to wit, the ifland of Walkeron, TEclufe, and the 
ifland of Caflante. The manner of attack, and 
continuing the war, lhall be fettled by a regulation 
\ thereafter 
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« hereafter to be concerted. And as the diffolution 
' of the government of the States-General, which is 

* the principal end propofed by this war, will necef- 
1 farily caufe great prejudice to the Prince of Orange, 
1 nephew to the King df England, and as many 

* places, town s,^ and governments, belonging to him 

* will be found in the divifion it is propofed to make 

* of the country, it hath been agreed and concluded, 

* that the faid Sovereigns will do all in their power 
« that the faid Prince may find his advantages in the 

* continuation and end of this war, as (hall be here- 
1 after ftipulated in feparate articles, fince it is to be 

* prefumed, that the credit they will thereby give to 

* the faid Prince, and his adherents, will contribute 
e much to the good fuccefs of the war ; at leaft will 

* fow fuch feeds of jealoufy and divifions among the 

* Dutch, that the conqueft of the country will be 

* rendered much more eafy. 

* 5. It is alfo agreed, tfiat, before the declaration 
« of war, the two Sovereigns (hall ufe all their efforts 

* jointly or feparately, as occafion may require, to 

* perfuade the Kings of Sweden and Denmark, or 

* one of the two, to enter into this war againft the 

* States-General ; or at leaft to oblige themfelves to 

* remain neuter ; and they fhall alfo endeavour to 

* draw into this party the Electors of Cologn and 

* Brandenbourg, the houfe of Brunfwick, the Duke 

* of Newbourg, and the Bifhop of Munfter. The 

* faid Sovereigns fhall alfo do all in their power to 

* perfuade the Emperor and the Crown of Spain not 

* to oppofe the conqueft of the faid country. 

* 6. Thefe fundamentals being fettled, and the 

* King of Great Britain, after having declared him- 

* felf a Catholic, and being in peace at home, leaves 

* to the molt Chriftian King the liberty to name the 
4 time 1 when they fhall make war with their united 

* forces againft the States-General ; it has alfo been 

* agreed and concluded, that the moll Chriftian King 

* fhall name the time which fhall appear to him moft 

* proper for the declaration of the faid war ; the King 

* of Great Britain being afTured, that his molt Chrif- 
4 tian Majefty, in naming the faid time, will have 

* regard to the interefts of both crowns, which, after 

* the conclufion of this treaty, are to be common and 

* infeparable. 

* 7. If, upon account of this agreement, the one 

* or the other of the faid Sovereigns fhall find him- 

* felf hereafter engaged in foreign or domeftic wars, 

* the one who is not attacked fhall aflift the other with 
4 all his forces till the foreign war or rebellion fhall 

* be ended. 

* 8. If, in any preceding treaty made by the one 

* or the other of the faid Sovereigns with any Prince 

* or State whatfoever, there fhould be found any 

* claufes contrary to thofe which are fpecified in this 

* league, the faid claufes fhall be void, and thofe 

* contained in this prefqnt treaty fhall remain in their 

* full force and vigour (70).' 

From the difpatches in the Depot it appears, faith 
Sir John Dalrymple, that, in the courfe of the treaty, 
France refufed to agree to the war againft Hamburgh ; 
agreed to give two millions of livres, which was at 
that time about 150,000!. for the King's converfion, 
with a fubfidy of three millions for the Dutch war ; 
and foftcned the expreffions about the money for the 
King's converfion in the following words : ' The 

* King of Great Britain being convinced of the truth 

* of the Catholic religion, is refolved to reconcile 

* himfelf to the church of Rome, as foon as the af- 

* fairs of his kingdom will permit him ; and though 

* he has every reafon to hope and promife himfelf 

* from the affection and fidelity of all his fubjects, 

* even thofe to whom the Almighty has not as yet 

* fufficiently fpread his grace to difpofe them, after 

* fuch an auguft example, to become converts, that 

* they will not fail in that inviolable obedience which 

* all people, even of a different religion, owe their 

* Sovereigns ; neverthelefs there are often found in 

* large ftates turbulent and inquiet minds, who ftudy 

* to difturb the public peace, particularly when they 

* have fo plaufible a pretext as that of religion, his 

* Britannic Majefty, who hath nothing more at heart, 
' after having given peace to his own confcience, 
' than to confirm that which the mildnefs of his go- 
' vernment hath procured to his fubjects, believes the 
' beft means to prevent its being altered, would be 

* the certainty, in cafe of trouble, of his moft Chrif- 

* tian Majefly's affiftance ; who, being willing on this 

* occafion to give the faid King of Great Britain ef. 

§ 


' fecYive proofs of his friendfhip, and the defire he 
' hath to contribute to the good fuccefs of a defign fo 

* advantageous to his Britannic Majefty and the whole 

* Catholic religion, hath promifed, and doth hereby 
< promife, to furnifh to the faid King of Great Britain 

* the fum of, cifr. ( 7 i).» 

At length, however, we are told that the treaty 
was concluded upon the original plan, by the four 
Popifh commiffioners, and unknown to King Charles's 
Proteftant minifters. The treaty itfelf is not, it 
feems, in the Depot ; biit there is the following pri- 
vate ratification of it by Lewis the Fourteenth, in a 
letter written by him to the King of England, and 
dated the 10th of June, 1670. 


(71) Bia. p. 55, 
564 
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(73) XW. 


* Sir, my Brother, 

HAVE feen and examined the articles of the 
treaty that was concluded and figned at Dover 

* the 7^7 by Mr. Colbert my ambaffador, and the 

* Lords Arlington and Arundel of Wardour, and the 

* Chevaliers Clifford and Beling, your commifTioners ;. 

* and though I have this day caufed my letters of 

* ratification to be expedited in the beft form pof- 

* fible, and agreeable to what had been agreed be- 

* tween the faid ambaffador and commifTioners ; ne- 

* verthelefs, as they have thought proper, in order to 

* keep this treaty a greater fecret till it be time to 
c put it in execution, that our letters of ratification 
1 mould not be fealed with our great feals, but only 

* with our privy ones, I thought it neceflary to affure 

* your Majefty by thefe lines written with my own 

* hand, that I approve and ratify all the contents of 

* the faid treaty ; and I promife, on the faith and 

* word of a King, to obferve and keep them invio- 
c lably in all points, without ever acting contrary 
r thereto in any manner whatfoever. I hope God 
1 will blefs our ftrict union of friendship and interefts 

* with all the good fuccefs we can wifh from it, as 

* well for his own glory as the common good of our 

* fubjects. I am, c5c. (72).' 

A letter from Colbert in the Depot of the 16th of 
October, 1670, mentions Charles's ratification to have 
been la Jlgnature du Roy auec fon fceau y et une lettre de 
fa main : 4 The King's fignature and feal, and a let- 

* ter by his hand (73).' 
We wifh that the treaty itfelf could have been pro- 
duced ; as a doubt might be ftarted, though, we be- 
lieve, with little reafon, how far it exactly coincided 
with the project of it, inferred above. In faying this, 
we do not fuppofe that any exculpation could hence 
be drawn of Lord Arlington's conduct ; for it is ma- 
nifeft, from the whole of the negociation, that he was 
a confident, and an agent, in the moft wicked coun- 
fels and defigns of Charles the Second, during the 
earlier part of that monarch's reign. It has generally 
been underftood that our ftatefman was a concealed 
Papift ; and an additional proof, that, on his death- 
bed, he declared his faith publicly, appears, as we 
are informed by Sir John Dalrymple, from a fubfe- 
quent part of the French difpatches in the Depot (74). 

In the extracts from the Life of James the Second, 
lately publifhed by Mr. Macpherfon, the Earl of Ar- 
lington is frequently mentioned. The Duke of York 
declares, that the Chancellor fir ft brought Sir Henry 
Ben net into the King's favour, and that, in fo doing, 
Lord Clarendon had a view to oppofe Sir Charles 
Berkley^ by the means of Bennet (75). But this (75) Macpher- 
account is fo unfuitable to the relation of things given ion's Original 
by the noble hiftorian himfelf, that we cannot pay it Pa P ers > VoL * 
the leaft credit. We may remark, by the way, that p ' * 3 ' * 4 ' 
this is not the only inftance in which there is reafon 
to believe that James the Second is erroneous in his 
facts. And if he was miftaken with regard to facts 
themfelves, we may be well afTured that his prin- 
ciples* and prejudices would othervvife lead him into 
great mifreprefentations. The extrafts/ therefore, 
from his life fhould be read with great caution ; and 
the fame caution ought to be applied to many other 
memoirs and ftate-papers. 

To return to our fubjea : It is faid that Lord Ar- 
lington, after he had contributed to the difgrace of 
the Earl of Clarendon, was very unwilling to join 
with the reft of his own party againft his friend, the 
Duke of Ormond ; but, at length, he was threatened 
into it by them ; and was particularly bullied into it 
by the Ladies Harvey and Trevor (76). James con- ttid, p. 4* 
firms the account of the fecret treaty with France in 45* 
1670. He defcribes Lord Arlington as concerned in 

thit 
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that treaty, and fays that he and Clifford concurred 
with the meafures of the Dutchefs of Orleans in en- 
gaging King Charles to begin with the Dutch war 

(77) Hid. p. 50. (77). When Shaftefbury was made Chancellor, and 
5*' Clifford Treafurer, Arlington, we are told, was dif- 

contented, becaufe he could not get the ftaff. But 
the King faid, he had too much kindnefs for him to 
let him have it, for he was not fit for the oflice ; and, 
if he gave it him, it would be his ruin, and expofe 

(78) Ibid, p. 67. him to the malice of his enemies (78). In general, 

King James fpeaks of our ftatefman with confiderable 
diflike ; and reprefents him as a weak man, and, 
with his pride, very timorous, who yet had curfed 

(79) Ibid, p. 48. cunning (79). His character is drawn by Mr. Mac- 

pherfon with concifenefs, fpirit, and juflice. { Ar- 

* lington fupplied the place of extenfive talents by an 

* artful management of fuch as he poflefled. Ac- 

* commodating in his principles, and eafy in his 

* addrefs, he pleafed when he was known to deceive ; 

* and his manner acquired to him a kind of influence 

* where he commanded no refpett. He was little 

* calculated for bold meafures, on account of his na- 

* tural timidity ; and that defect created an opinion 

* of his moderation, that was afcribed to virtue. 

* His facility to adopt new meafures was forgotten in 

* his readinefs to acknowledge the errors of the old. 
< The deficiency of his integrity was forgiven in the 

* decency of his difhonefty. Too weak not to be 

* fuperlhtious, yet poffeffing too much fenfe to own 


* fcis adherence to the church of Rome, he lived a 
' Proteitant, in his outward profelTion ; but he died 
4 a Catholic. Timidity was the chief chara&eriftic 

* of his mind ; and that being known, he was even 
' commanded by cowards. He was the man of the 

* leaft genius of the party ; but he had moft expe- 

* rience in that flow and con flan t Current of bufinefs, 

* which, perhaps, fuits affairs of Hate better than the 

1 violent exertions of men of great parts (80). " (*°) Macphcr- 

We fhall conclude this long note with a collateral q^SI^P of 
obfervation or two, from a learned correfpondent. y/*\\ p'JS 
With reffieS to the Duke of Ormond's feeing Charles 133 ' t J 
the Second on his knees at mafs, iri a church at Bruf- 
fels, perhaps it may be faid* that the Duke millook 
another perfon for the King. At an early hour of the 
morning, and in the gloomy light of a chapel, fome 
fwarthy Spaniard might have been miftaken for his 
Majcfty. 

It would feem, from fome letters of King William's; 
when Prince of Orange, publiflied in 1734, that he 
had an efleem for Lord Arlington ; or, at leaft, that 
he wrote to him with more warmth than he would 
have done, had he believed him to be his enemy, or 
the enemy of the Dutch. It is probable that the Earl 
of Arlington, after he ceafed to be Secretary of State, 
entered no farther into any political connections which 
were hoflile either to the United Provinces in general, 
or to the Prince of Orange in particular.] K; 


BEN NET (Christopher), an eminent Phyfician of the XVIIth century, and 
author of fome pieces mentioned below [A\ was the fon of John Bennet of Raynron in 
Somcrfetlhire, and became a Commoner of Lincoln college in Oxford, in Michaelmas- 
term 1632, being then fifteen years of age. After he had taken the degrees of Bachelor 
and M after of Arts, he entered upon the Phyfic Line, but was created Dodtor in that 
faculty diewhere. He was afterwards chofen a Fellow of the College of Phyficians in 
London, where he pradifed with great fuccefs. Dr. Bennet died in April 1655, and was 
buried, on the 2d of May, in St. Gregory's church, near St. Paul's in London {a). 


[A] His writings.'] He gave the public a treatife 
on Confumptions, in titled, Theatri Tab i do rum Vcftibulutn, 
Sec. Lond. 1654, in 8w. Alfo Exercitationes Diag- 
noflicte, cum hijloriis demotij}rati<vis, qui bus aliment or um 
tt fanguinis <vitia deteguntur in pier if que morbis, Sec. 
Our author corrected and enlarged a book written ori- 


ginally by Dr. Thomas Moffet, and intitled, Health's 
Improvement ; or, Rules comprizing or difco e vering the 
nature, method, and manner of preparing all forts of 
food ufed in this nation. Lond. 1655, in 4/0. Dr. 
Bennet had one or two more pieces ready for the prefs 
at the time of his death (1). B; 


(a) Wood, A- 
then. Oxon. 
Vol.ii. col. igli 


BENNET (Dr. Thomas), an eminent Divine in the XVIIIth century, was born 
in the city of Salifbury, in Wiltfhire, on the yth of May, 1673, and educated in the 
frec-fchool there; where he made lb great a progrefs in learning, that he was fent to 
St. John's college in the univerfity of Cambridge, in the beginning of the year 16S8, 
before he was full fifteen years of age (a). He regularly took the degrees of Bachelor 
and Matter of Arts ^ the latter in 1694, when but twenty-one years old ; and was chofen 
Fellow of his college. In 1695, he wrote a copy of Hebrew verfes on the death of 
Queen Mary, printed in the collection of poems of the univerficy of Cambridge upon 
that occafion. As he was moftly confiderable as a writer, this article will chiefly confifl: 
of an account of the feveral things he publifhed. The firft was, 6 An Anfwer to the 
* Difftnters Pleas for Separation, or an Abridgment of the London Cafes wherein the 
6 Subftance of thole books is digefted into one Ihort and plain Difcourfe/ Lond. 1699, 
$vo jyf]. About the end of the year 1706, he took a journey to Colchefter, to vifit his 

friend 


(1) Wood, Atb 
Oxen. Vol. ii. 
col. 191. 


(a) General 
Dictionary, un- 
der the article 
BENNET (Dr* 
Thomas). 


( t) It w« pub- 
lifhed at firft in 
ieveral Traces, 
commonly 
bound in three 
Volumes; after- 
wards in one Vor 
lume,yi/. ioq^» 
and in three Vo- 
lumes, %1/9, 


[A] An Anfwer to the Diffenters Pleas for Separa- 
tion, &c] In the preface, Mr. Bennet obferves, that 
the ( Collection of Cafes and other Difcourfes, writ- 

* ten by the moft eminent of the Conforming Clergy, 

* to recover Diffenters to the Communion of the 

* Church of England, had met with fuch an univerfal 

* approbation, that he needed not fpeak any thing 

* in commendation of it.' But the Collection it- 

felf being large and dear (1), he thought it conve- 
nient to reduce it to a lefs bulk and fmaller price, 
that thofe perfon s who had not either money to buy, 
or time to perufe, fo big a volume, might reap the 
benefit of it upon eafier terms. He next informs us, 
that he had ufed his beft endeavours to avoid obfeu- 
rity, and all other faults commonly charged upon 
Abridgments ; and had omitted nothing material, 
though the number of iheets in his Abridgment is not 
the Sixth Part of thofe contained in the original. 
The nth and 12th chapters, he tells us, received the 
corrections of Dr. Sharpe, then Archbifhop of York, 

Vol. II. 


author of the Difcourfes therein epitomized ; and 
other parts were fubmitted to the cenfure of other 
worthy perfons. Archbifhop Tillotfon's Difcourfe of 
Frequent Communion is omitted, as wholly foreign to 
the defign of the Collection. This preface is dated 
from St. John's-college in Cambridge, October 2> 

1699. As for the feveral Tracts contained in 

the Abridgment of the London Cafes, they are as fol- 
lows, according to the method they are difpofed in 
by our author. L ' Archbifhop Tennifon's Argument 

* for Union, taken from the true intereft of thofe 

* Diffenters in England who profefs and call them- 

* felves Proteitants (2).' II. Biftiop Williams's Cafe 
of Lay-Communion with the Church of England. 
Ill Dr. Sherlock's Refolution of fome Cafes of Con- 
fcience, with refpect to Church-Communion. IV. 
His Letter to Anonymus, in anfwer to his Three Let- 
ters to Dr. Sherlock about Church-Communion (3). 
V. Biihop Williams's Cafe of indifferent things ufed 
in the worihip of God. VI. His Vindication of the 

3 I> Caf* 


(t) This ift the 

Introduction^ in 
the Abridgment. 


f3) Chap. I. of 

Uie Abridgment* 
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(b) The Biftiop 
had lately pur- 
chafed that liv- 
ing, with feve- 
ral others, from 
Mr. Audley of 
Beerchurch. 

(t) With St. 
James*?, he held 
St. Nicolas by 
fequeftration. 


friend Mr. John Rayne, Redor of St James's in Colchefter-, and finding him dead when 
he came, he undertook the office of preaching his funeral fermon, which was fo highly 
approved of by the parifhioners, that their recommendation was no fmall inducement to 
Dr. Compton, then Biftiop of London {b\ to prefent him to that living (c). He had 
inftitution to it January the 15th, 1700-1 (d). In this large place he applied himfelf 
with great diligence and fuccefs to the feveral duties of his function ; and being a perfon 
of great learning, of a ftrong voice, and good elocution, he was extremely followed and 
admired and the more, as mod of the other livings were but indifferently provided for : 
fo that he became Minifter, not only of his own two parifhes (e) 7 but in a manner of that 
whole noble, and then flourifhing, town. And the fubferiptions and many prefents he 
had from all parts, raifed his income to nearly three hundred pounds a year. But that 
afterwards was very much reduced, as will appear in the fequel In the beginning of 
the year 1701, he publifhed 6 A Confutation of Popery, in III parts. Wherein, 1. 

* The Controverfy concerning the Rule of Faith is determined. 2. The particular 
1 Do&rines of the Church of Rome are confuted. 3. 1 he Popifh Objeflions againft the 
■ Church of England are anfwered.' Cambr. Bvo [B], About the lame time, he was 
engaged in a controverfy with fome Diflenters, which produced the following book of 
his, 4 A Difcourfe of Schifm : Shewing, 1. What is meant by Schifm. 2. That Schifm 

* is a damnable Sin. 3. That there is a Schifm between the Eftablifhed Church of 

* England and the Diflenters. 4. That this Schifm is to be charged on the Diflenters 
4 fide. 5. That the modern pretences of Toleration, Agreement in Fundamentals, &c. 

* will not excufe the Diflenters from being guilty of Schifm. Written by way of letter 
1 to three Diflenting Minifters in Eflex, viz. Mr. Gilfon and Mr. Gledhili of Colchefter, 
4 and Mr. Shepherd of Braintree. To which is annexed, An Anfwer to a book intitled, 
4 THm*s againft Bennet, or the Proteftant Diflenters vindicated from the Charge of Schifm? 
Cambr. 1702, ivo [Cj. This book being animadverted upon by Mr. Shepherd, our 
author publifhed, 4 A Defence of the Difcourfe of Schifm ; in anfwer to thole Objections 
4 which Mr. Shepherd has made in his three Sermons of Separation, &c/ Cambr. 1703, 
8^ [D] : And, towards the end of the fame year, 4 An Anfwer to Mr. Shepherd's Con- 


(c) General 

Dicl. atfupra, 

(d) Newcourt's 
Repertorium 
Ecclcf. Vol. ii. 
edit. 1710, 

p. 170. 


(4) Chap. 11. Cafe of indifferent things, Sec. (4). VII. Dr. Scott's 

Cafes of Confcience refolved, concerning the lawful - 
nefs of joining with Forms of Prayer in public wor- 

(5) Chap. III. fhip. In two parts (5). VIII. Dr. Claggett's An- 

fwer to the Diflenters Objections againft the Com- 
mon-Prayers, and fome other parts of Divine Service 
prefcribed in the Liturgy of the Church of England 

(6) Chap. IV. (6). IX. Dr. Hickes's Cafe of Infant-Baptifm (7). 

(7) Chap.V. X. Dr. Rejbury's Cafe of the Crofs in Baptifm (8). 

(8) Chap. VI. XI. Mr. Evans's Cafe of kneeling at the Holy Sacra- 

(9) Chap. VII. nient (9). XII. Biftiop Fowler's Refolution of this 

Cafe of Confcience, Whether the Church of Eng- 
land's fymbolizing, fo far as it doth, with the Church 
of Rome, makes it unlawful to hold Communion 
with the Church of England ? XIII. His Defence 
of the Refolution, &c. XIV. Dr. Hoofer's Church of 

(10) Chap. VIII, England free from the imputation of Popery (10). 
(n) Chap. IX. XV. Dr. Freeman's Cafe of Mixt Communion (11). 

XVI. Dr. Ha/card's Difcourfe about Edification. 

XVII. Biftiop Patrick' % Difcourfe of profiting by Ser- 
(12) Chap. X. nions (12). XVIII. Archbifhop Sharpe's Difcourfe 
(»a) Chap. XI. concerning Confcience. In two parts (13). XIX. 
XI J. Dr. Qalamfs Difcourfe about a fcrupulous Confcience 

(14) Chap. XIII. (14). XX. His Confiderations about the Cafe of 

(15) Chap. XIV, Scandal, or giving offence to weak brethren (15). 

XXI. Dr. Cave's Serious Exhortation, with fome 
important advices relating to the late Cafes about 
Conformity. XXII. Biftiop Grove's Perfuafive to 
16) Conclufioji. Communion with the Church of England (16). The 
Abridgment of thefc feveral Traits is comprifed in 
fourteen chapters, beftdes the Introduction and Con- 
clufion. 

[B] A Confutation of Popery , &c] The author 
obferves in his Preface, That though the nation is 
plentifully furnilhed with books againft Popery in our 
own language, yet fome treating only of one or more 
particular difputes, and being lull of learning, and 
iikewife very numerous, fo that a good collection is 
fcarcely to be found, and not to be purchafed but at 
a great price, and others being too fhort and unfatif- 
f.ictory ; he had therefore thought it advifeable to 
publiih this Confutation of it; which, he was per- 
fuaded, would give the reader a full view of all the 
material branches of the Popifh Controverfy. This 
Preface is dated from Colchefter, Feb. 13, 1 700-1. 
In the firft part of tlfe book, he overthrows Tradition, 
and proves, That the Scriptures are the only rule of 
Faith. In the fecond, he fhews, That Tranfubftan- 
tiation is abfolutely falfe, as are alfo the other parti- 
cular doctrines of the Church of Rome, vise. Adora- 
tion of the Holt, Communion in one kind, Purga- 


tory, Zsfc. In the third, he anfwers the Popifh ob- 
jections againft the Church of England; namely, 1. 
The Charge of Schifm. 2. The Pretence of our 
many Divifions. 3. The pretended Novelty of our 
Religion. 4. The Invalidity of our Orders. 

[CJ A Difcourfe of Schifm, &c] In the Preface, 
dated Colchefter, Feb. 21, 1701-2, he tells us, That 
he had endeavoured in that Difcourfe to make our te- 
dious and intricate difputes concerning Schifm both 
fhort and clear, and level to the underftandings of the 
moft unlearned perfons. To that end he had beea 
obliged to explain the nature of Schifm, and manage 
the charge of it againft the Diflenters, in a Manner 
fomewhat different from that of our bell authors, who 
have formerly written upon the fame fubject. How- 
ever, that his Principles and Notions are the very fame 
which have been conftantly received and maintained 
by the Conforming Divines. * The whole Contro- 

* verfy (as he goes on) turns upon the determination 
4 of this fingle queftion, Whether the EJiabliJbed 
4 Church does impofe any one unlawful Term of Lay- 

* Communion, or no P If the Eftablifhed Church does 

* impofe any one unlawful Term of Lay-Communion 
' with her, doubtlefs fhe is fchifmatical, and the fe- 
' paration of the Diflenters is not only lawful, but 
1 neceflary. But if the Eftablifhed Church does not 
1 impofe any one unlawful Term of Lay-Communion 
4 with her, then it is utterly impoflible for the Dif- 
1 fenters to juftify their feparation from her, Esfr/ 
To confirm his icntiments, he quotes feveral pafTages 
out of Mr. Mead's Tvjo Sticks made one ; Dr. Bryan's 
Dwelling with God; Mr. R. Baxter, and other emi- 
nent Diflenters. The annexed Anfwer to Thomas 

again]} Bennet was occafioned by a book fo intitled, 
written by a Diflenter; wherein the author endea- 
voured to /hew, that Mr. Bennet's Confutation of 
Popery was inconfiftent with his Abridgment of the Lon- 
don Cafes, and will vindicate the Diflenters from the 
charge of Schifm. 

[D] A Defence of the Difcourfe of Schifm, Sec] 
Mr. Shepherd having, among other things, inti- 
mated (17), That the Diflenters outpreach the Clergy (17) Ptge 74. 
of the EJiabliJbed Church ; our author inquires, in one 
part of this Defence (18), 1 Whether the Sermons of (iS) Cha P .XV; 

* the Diflenters are preferable to thofe of the Efta- P» 8 «- 

* blifhed Church ?' This gives him occafion to quote 
paflages out of the fcrmons of Ni. Lockver, Provoft 
of Eaton in Oliver's time, and of R. Gouge's, Teacher 
at Coggeftiall, abounding with glaring abfurdities, and 
moft egregious nonfenie ; equal to any thing men- 
tioned by Dr. Echard in his Contempt of the Clergy. 

4 federations 
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* fideratjons on the Defence of the Difcourfe of Schifm.* Cambr. Zvo [E] : As alfo a 
treatife intitled, c Devotions, viz. Confeflions, Petitions, Interceffions, and Thankf- 
1 givings, for every day in the week ; and alfo before, at, and after, the Sacrament ; 
4 with occafional prayers for all perfons whatfoever.' 8vo. In 1705, he publifhed 

* A Confutation of Quakerifm ; or a plain proof of the falfhood of what the principal 

* £htaker writers (efpecially Mr. R. Barclay* in his apology and other works) do teach con- 

* cerning the neceflity of Immediate Revelation in order to a faving Chriftian Faith 5 the 

* being, nature, and operation of the pretended Univerfal Light within ; its driving with 

* men, moving them to prayer, and calling them to the Miniftry ; Regeneration, Santti- 
4 fication, Juftification, Salvation, and Union with God ; the nature of a Church ; the 

* Rule of Faith ; Water-Baptifm ; and the Lord's Supper. Diverfe Queftions alfo con- 
c cerning Perfection, Chrift's Satisfaction, the Judge of Controverfies, &c. are briefly 

* ftated and refolved/ Cambr. Bvo[F"]. In 1707, he caufed to be printed in a fmall 
pamphlet, 12 mo, 1 A Difcourfe of the Neceffity of being baptized with water, and re- 

* ceiving the [Lord's Supper; taken out of the Confutation of Quakerifm/ Cambr. 
For the fake of thofe, who wanted either money to purchafe, or time to perufe, the Con- 
futation of Quakerifm, the year following he publifhed, 4 A brief Hiftory of the joint ufe 

* of precompofed fet forms of prayer; (hewing, 1. That the ancient Jews, our Saviour, 
c his Apoftles, and the primitive Chriftians, never joined in any prayers, but precompofed 

* fet forms only. 2. That thofe precompofed fet forms in which they joined, were fuch 

* as the refpeftive Congregations were accuftomed to, and thoroughly acquainted with. 

* 3. That their practice warrants the impofition of a National precompofed Liturgy. 

* To which is annexed, A Difcourfe of the Gift of Prayer ; {hewing, That what the Dif- 

* fenters mean by the Gift of Prayer, viz. a Faculty of conceiving Prayers extempore, is 
c not promifed in Scripture.' Cambr. Hvo. The fame year he published likewife f A 
4 Difcourfe of joint Prayer ; fhewing, 1. What is meant by joint Prayer. 2. That the joint 

* ufe of Prayers conceived extempore hinders Devotion, and confequently difpleafes God ; 

* whereas the joint ufe of fuch precompofed fet forms as the Congregation is accuftomed 

* to, and thoroughly acquainted with, does moft effectually promote Devotion, and COn- 


lE] An Anfwer to Mr. Shepherd's Confederations, 
&c] In the Preface, he complains. That it was his 
great misfortune to be engaged with an adverfary, 
who was neither able nor willing to make the Contro- 
verfy depending between them two u fef ul to the 
reader. Then he adds, 1 Were not He my neighbour, 

* and had not Providence placed me in a very great 

* town full of all forts of Diflenters and Enthufiafts ; 

* I fhould have thought it unlawful for me to mifem- 

* ploy the fmalleft portion of my time in anfwering 

* fuch a writer, as does neither underftand the mat- 

* ters he treats of, nor know when he is confuted,' 
&c. And indeed he was a moft forry and incoherent 
writer* This Preface is dated March 24, 1702-3, 

[F] A Confutation of Quakerifm, &c] In the Pre- 
face, dated March 10, 1704-5, he obferves, That he 
cannot but think Quakerifm one of the vilcil and moft 
pernicious herefies that our unhappy nation has ever 
been infected with : and therefore he was heartily 
grieved that the Clergy of the Eftablifhcd Church, 
who have written with great learning and accuracy 
upon moft other points, mould almoft wholly neglecl 
the Quaker Controverfies. ' *Tis poflible, adds he, 

* fome of thofe great men, who have fo frequently 

* triumphed over other adverfaries, are of opinion 

* that the Quakers are below their notice. 'Tis 

* true this Seel, when it firft appeared in the world, 
1 diftinguilhed them fe Ives by fuch an incredible va- 

* riety of Enthufeafeic Freaks, as made their perfons 
4 utterly ridiculous. Their books alfo were then 

* fluffed with fuch prodigious quantities of Ribaldry 

* and Jargon, of Bitternefs, moft unchriftian Language, 

* and even Blafphemy itfelf, as inclined all fober per- 

* fons to believe, that they ought rather to be burnt 

* than confuted. At length Mr. William Penn, 

* Mr. George Keith, and Mr. Robert Barclay, arofe. 

* Thefe dreffed up their religion to the belt advan- 

* tage. The two laft efpecially endeavoured to re- 

* fine Quakerifm.' Afterwards he obferves, that 

* Mr. Barclay* $ Apology is certainly the exacleft piece 
« that ever was written in defence of Quakerifm J 
And This is what our author hath undertaken to con- 
fute in this book now before us. In the firft nine 
chapters, he proves, That there is no neceflity of 
immediate Revelation in order to a Saving Chriftian 
Faith ; and explains feveral texts that have been per- 
verted by the Quakers, to ferve their purpofe. In 
the Xth, Xlth, Xllth, and XJIIth chapters, he Ihevs, 
That there is no fuch Univerfal Light within as the 
Quakers pretend ; and reflects upon feveral of their 


doctrines that depend thereon. The XlVth, &c. con- 
tain reflections upon divers other of their doctrines. 
And, from the XVIIIth to the end, he treats of Bap- 

tifm. This book was anfwered by Benjamin 

Lindlcy, in two volumes, 4^, 1710 and 1713, under 
the title of 4 The Neceflity of Immediate Revelation 

* toward the Foundation and Ground of true Faith 

* proved, WV/ And a paflage in the Xth chapter of 

it (19) was feverely animadverted upon by one Richard (19) Page 113. 

Claridge, formerly Rector of Peopleton in Worcefter- 

fhire, who turned afterwards Independent and Quaker 

(20). Mr. Bennet's words were, * Whereas we ( 2Q j See Wood, 

* affirm, that the Nature of the Mefliah or Man Chrift Athena?, edit. 

* is compounded of the Godhead and the Manhood imme- 1721* Vol. ii. 

* diately united', our adverfaries affirm, that the Na- co ^ 945' 
■ ture of the Mefliah or Man Chrift is compounded, 

' i. Of the Godhead. 2. The Light. 3. The Man- 
' hood, m%. Human Soul and Body ; which two laft, 

* viz. the Light and the Manhood, they affirm to be 

' immediately united to the Godhead.' This, 

Claridge calls * An aflertion fo grofsly erroneous, 

c that, to ufe our author's own phrafe (21), it threat- ( ZJ ) preface tm 
c ens defer uttion to the Go/pel of our Lord, by Japping the the Confutation 

* very foundations of it ;' fmce it lays the axe to the of Quakerifna, 
root of Chriftianity, and fets up a new and another p * 3 ' 
Chrift than the holy Scriptures teftify of. For, 1. If 

the Mefliah, or Man Chrift, is compounded of the 
Godhead and Manhood, then he is, as the Socinians 
falfely fay, a mere creature ; for compofition plainly 
implies fomething made out of other things, which it 
was not before ; and if Chrift be a mere creature, then 
he is not God blefled for ever. And if fo, what is 
become of the foundation of the Chriftian Religion ? 
2. If the Mefliah is compounded of the Godhead and 
the Manhood, then he had no exiftence antecedent to 
this compofition ; for the thing compounded has no 
exiftence as fuch, before it is compounded. 3. This 
compofition renders Chrift neither perfect God nor 
perfect Man ; for if he is compounded of both, he 
cannot be truly either. 4. It deftroys the diftinclion 
of the Godhead and Manhood in Chrift, and of the 
eflential properties of both natures ; for, if they are 
compounded, they cannot remain diftinft the one 

from the other, as the common opinion is. Such 

a Chrift as this, fays R. Claridge, is T. Bennet's 
Chrift, one not of two complete and dirtincl Natures, 
but of two Natures compounded ; out of which com- / v T t*7. • • » 
pofition he fancies arilcs a certain third thing, which ib&lr carreHed 
he affirms to be the Mefliah or Man Chrift (22). fee, Lond. 170S, 

81 p. 129. 
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« fequetuly is commanded by God, 3. That the Lay Dtlftnters are obliged, upon their 

< own Principles, to abhor the Prayers offered in their feparate Aflemblies, and to join 

* in Communion with the Eftablifhed Church/ Cambr- 8w (f) [G]. Towards the end (f} The Pref.ee 
of the fame year, he publifhed ■ A Paraphrafe with Annotations upon the Book of ^f/;^ 

* Common Prayer, wherein the Text is explained, Objections are anfwered, and Advice from CMejhr, 

< is humbly offered, both to the Clergy and the Laity, for promoting true Devotion in • ■* w- 

* the ufe of it/ Lond. %vo [H\ The next thing he put oue was, < Chanty-Schools 
« recommended, in a Sermon preached at St. James's church in Colchefter, on Sunday, 

* March 26, 17 10. Publifhed at the requeft of the Truftees.* Svo. The fame year he 
wrote ' A Letter to Mr. R. Robinfon, occafioned by his Review of the Cafe of Liturgies, 

* and their ImpofiHon 9 9 and c A fecond Letter to Mr. B. Robinfon, &c. on the lame 

* Subjed.' Both printed at London, 1710, Bvo. In 171 1, he publifhed f The Rights 
« of the Clergy of the Chriftian Church : or, A Difcourfe, {hewing, that God has given 
c and appropriated to" the Clergy, Authority to Ordain, Baptize, Preach, Prefide in 
4 Church- Prayer, and confecrate the Lord's Supper. Wherein alfo the pretended Divine 
4 Right of the Laity to cleft either the perfons to be ordained, or their own particular 

* Paftors, is examined and difproved/ Lond. 171 1, %vo [/]. He had begun a fecond 

part 


[G] A brief Hiftory of the joint Ufe of precompofed 
fet Forms of Prayer, ScC — A Difcourfe of joint 
Prayer, &c.J Several anfwers were returned to thefe 
books ; namely, 1. * A brief Reply to the Scriptural 

* and argumentative part of Mr. Bennet's Brief Hif 

* tory of the joint Ufe of precompofed fet Forms of Prayer, 
4 &c.' by John Horfeley. 2. * A dircft and full 

* Reply to Mr. Ben net's Difcourfe of joint Prayer, 

* with a Preface, containing a fhort Vindication of 

* the Brief Reply to Mr, Bennet's brief Hijlory, from 
€ the unjuft and fcurrilous cenfures of the Cenfura 

* Temporum for the month of March, 1709.' By the 
fame author. Lond. 17 10, 81/0. 3. ' Brief Re- 

* marks upon Mr. Bennet's Brief Hiftory, &e.' By 
Dr. Wainewright. 4. c Some Reflections on Mr. 

* Bennet's Difcourfe of joint Prayer, by a Pre (byte r 

* of the Church of England.' Suppoied to be Mr. 
(23) Page 24. OllyiFe ; who after ts (23), that Mr. Bennet's notion, 

which he fo warmly efpoufes, is contrary to the gene- 
ral fenfe, not only of Di/Tenters, but of all that have 
been acquainted with it, and feems to be a mock 
upon the reafon of mankind. 5. Dr. John Edwards, 
formerly our author's fellow-collegian, and a rigid 
Calvinift, doth alfo feverely reflecl:, in the third part 
of his Preacher, on thefe books ; and fome others 
written by Dr. Bennet (24). 

[//] A Paraphrafe, with Annotations, upon the 
Book of Common-Prayer, &c] As for the occafion of 
this work, the author himfelf gives it us in the fol- 
lowing words (25) : c It is too notorious, that the 

* Book of Common-Prayer is very little underftood 

* by fome, and very negligently ufed by others, even 
' of our own communion j and that the Diflenters 
1 have raifed almoft innumerable objections againft it, 

* hoping thereby to juftify their Separation from us. 

* The confederation of thefe great evils has con- 

* flrained me to publifh the following Paraphrafe, 
€ &c. wherein the Text is explained, Objections are 
1 anfwered, and Advice is humbly offered, both to 

* the Clergy and the Laity, for promoting true dc- 

* votion in the ufe of it.' His method is this : He 

hath printed the Morning and Evening Service, Li- 
tany, Collects, Communion, Public Baptifm, and 
other occafional Offices, with a Paraphrafe interwoven 
into the Text ; and at the bottom of the page, Notes 
to explain the Text, to clear Difficulties, anfwerOb- 

(26) Page 27, jections, tifr. He is of opinion (26), That a 

•otc 22. mere Deacon may pronounce the Abfolution ; and 

obferves, That the Morning Prayer, the Litany, and 
the Communion-Service, were intended and ufed as 
diftinc"l Offices in former times ; though they are now 
generally ufed at one and the fame time, in one con- 
tinued order, contrary to the firft intention of our 

(27) Page 156. Church (27). At the end there is an Appendix, 

containing Five Difcourfes. No. I. * A Difcourfe of 

* the Original of the Book of Common -Prayer ; 

* fhewing, that it is not taken out of the Mafs-Book, 

* and other Popilh Liturgies.' In this he divides the 
matter of the Book of Common-Prayer into four 
parts. 1. Such particulars as are not at all to be 
found in any of the Popifh Liturgies. 2. Such as, 
though they be found in the Popilh Liturgies, are 
notwithstanding borrowed out of the Scriptures. 3. 
Such as, though they be found in the Popifh Litur- 
gies, are notwithftanding borrowed by, them out of 


(24) Preacher, 
3 ct Part, p. 4, 5, 
6. 145, 146. 
152, &e. 

(25) Preface, 
L ** 

This Preface is 
d.tted from Col- 
chefter, sffrit 16, 
J-708. 


the Apocryphal writings, or the ancient Fathers of 
the four firft centuries. 4. Such as mull be acknow- 
ledged to be found in the Popifh Liturgies, and in 
no other book written before the year of Chrift 40O 

(28). Now, if we fet afide the three firft forts ( z 8) Page 24C 

of particulars, there remains in the whole Morning 
Prayer but about one Fourteenth part. All the reft is 
either new made, as the Confeffion, &c> or taken 
from either the Scriptures, as O come let us, &c. the 
Verficles and Refponfes, &c. or the Apocryphal 
writings, as O all ye works, Sec. or the writings of 
the four firft centuries, as the Apoftles Creed, and 
We praife thee O God, Sec. or the Greek Church, as 

the prayer afcribed to St. Chryfoftom. Of the 

Evening Prayer about one Eleventh part is taken from 

the Popifh Liturgies. About one Tenth part of our 

Litany, and the laft and fhorteft prayer of the eleven 
fubjoined to the Litany, and not one of the eight 
Thankfgivings following thofe prayers, are taken out 

of the Popilh Liturgies. Of the Collects for the 

day, many were taken out of the Popifh Liturgies, 
but feveral amended and corrected, and a great num- 
ber new made. Of the Communion-Office about 

one Eleventh part, and of all the following Offices, 
even to the end of the Commination, almofl nothing 

is taken out of the Popifh Liturgies. After which 

he adds, * If fuch an inconfiderable quantity is all 
4 that we owe to the Papifts, how can it be faid that 
' we had our Offices from them ? It may with vaftly 

■ greater reafon be faid, that they were taken out of 

* the Scriptures, or wholly made new : For, if one 
1 part mult give a denomination to the whole, cer- 

f tainly the far greater part ought to do it (29)/ (29) Page 24J, 
To proceed : No. II. of the Appendix is, * A Dif- 2 *9» 2 5°- 

* courfe of the Church's ufing Apocryphal LefTons.* 
No. HI. 1 A Difcourfe of our Church's ufing that 

* which is commonly called the Athanafian CreecL* 
No. IV. ' A Difcourfe of praying again ft Sudden 

* Death.' No. V. ■ Of kneeling at the Holy Com- 

f munion.' Under this laft head he fhews (30), (30) Page 311. 
1 that the Chriftians of the firft ages, long before the 

■ monftrous doctrine of Tranfubftantiation was heard 

* of, received in an adoring pofture ; which was ei- 

* ther kneeling or (landing, according to the dif- 
' ference of circumftances. And whereas it is pre- 

* tended, that Kneeling at the Sacrament was intro- 

* duced by Pope Honorius III., it is a miftake ; for 

* what that Pope introduced, was only a bow at the 

* elevation of the Hoft, and at the carrying it to fick 

* perfons.' 

[/] The Rights of the Clergy of the Chriftian Church, 
&c] The Preface to this book is dated from Col- 
chefter, Jan. 13, 1710-11 ; and the chief heads of 
it are, That the Catholic Church is one, holy, fpirL- 
tuai, and perpetual Society, of which Chrift is the 
Head, which was inftituted by God, and of which 
alfo it is neceflary for every perfon to whom the 
Gofpel is preached, to become and continue a mem- 
ber : That Baptifm, the Lord's Supper, Church 
Prayer, and preaching in Chriftian Aflemblies, are 
perpetual Ordinances in the Church : That, from the 
beginning, of Chriitianity down to our own times, 
there have always been certain Officers in the Church, 
whofe bufinefs it was to adminifter the Ordinances 
afoxefaid : That, from the beginning of Chrillianity, 
\ there 
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part of this work, but it was never published. Therein he intended to ihew, that the 
Clergy are, under Chrift, the fole ipiritual Governors of the Chriftian Church ; and that 
God has given and appropriated to them authority to enaft laws, determine contro- 
verfies, inflidt cenfures, and abfolve from them. The pretended Divine inftitution of Lay 
Elders was alfo difproved, and the fiftceflion of the prefent Clergy of the Eftabliihed 
Church vindicated And thereto was annexed a Difcourfe of the independency of the 
Church on the State, with an account of the fenfe of our Englifli Laws, and the judgment 
of Archbifhop Cranmer touching that point (g). About this time, he took the degree of ( g )h+un* 
Do&or in Divinity. In 1714, he publifhed 6 Directions for ftudying, I. A general 
1 Syftem or Body of Divinity ; IL The Thirty-nine Articles of Religion. To which is 

* added St. Jerom's Epiftle to Nepotianus.' Lond. Hvo [K]. 1 he year following was 
publifhed his 4 ElTay on the Thirty-nine Articles of Religion, agreed on in 1562, and 
4 rcvifed in 157 1 ; wherein (the Text being firft exhibited in Latin and Englijh y and the 

* minutelt variations of eighteen the mod ancient and authentic copies carefully noted) 
4 an Account is given of the Proceedings of Convocation in framing and fettling the text 

* of the Articles-, the controverted claufe of the Twentieth Article is demonlirated to be 

* genuine \ And the Cafe of Subfcription to the Articles is confidered in point of Law, Hif- 

* tory, and Confcience. With a Prefatory Epiftle to Anthony Collins ^ hfq; Wherein the egre- 
4 gious Falfehoods and Calumnies of the author of Priejlcraft in Perfection, are expofed.' 
Lond. 1713, Svo [L]. Before the publication of this book, he found it neceflary to leave 

Colchefter, 


though about 
four chapters of 
it were actually 
printed off. 


there have been Deacons in the Church : That, from 
the beginning of Chriftianity down to our own times, 
Hie Clergy have been authorifed to cxercife their 
functions by Almighty God, either immediately or 
mediately : That Church-authority is not derived 
from the people. Then, after examining the pre- 
tended inftances of Lay-Ordination, he Chews, That 
the power of ordaining is appropriate to the Clergy by 
Divine Right : That the Laity have no Divine Right 
to elect the Clergy— nor to chufe their own particular 
Paftors. Next, he examines the Scripture, and other 
pretence?, for Lay-Baptifm, and Lay-Preaching ; 
and inquires into the validity of Lay-Baptifm. 

[K] Directions fcr ft u dying, I. A General Syftem of 
Divinity, &c] In the Preface, dated from Col- 
chefter, Jan. 16, 1 7 1 3- 1 4, he informs us, That this 

* Letter, wherein he hath given directions for ftudy- 

* ing a general Syftem or Body of Divinity, was writ- 

* ten in the year 1705, at the requeft of a young 

* Gentleman, to whom, as the beginning mews, he 

* had made a promife of it. Whilft it lay by him, he 

* beftowed fome leifure hours in correcting it ; and at 

* length determined to make it public, becaufe he 

* conceived that fomething of this was much wanted.' 
— He adds. * That he hath fubjoined fuch Direc- 
' tions for ftudying the XXXIX Articles of Religion, 

* as will, if he miftakes not, fet them in a different 

* light, and give a more diftinct and particular view 
9 of them, than may be found elfewhere.' And in- 
deed he hath laboured to give a rational explication 
of them, and'to render them as conliftent with Scrip- 
ture and truth as poflible. He was 1 forced to add 

* St Jerome's Epiftle to Nepotianus, becaufe it is not 

* to be met with otherwife than amongft his works, 
4 or in fome collection of his epiftles, which all per- 

* ibhs cannot command the ufe of.' 

[Zr] An EJfay on the Thirty-nine Articles of Religion, 
&c] This was written by way of Anfwer to a Pam- 
phlet, publifhed at London in 1709, 8vo., and in- 
titled, 1 Prieftcraft in perfection ; or, A Detection of 

* the Fraud of inferting and continuing this claufe 

* (The Church hath a Pouter to Decree Rites and Ceremo- 
€ nies, and Authority in Contro<verJies of Faith) in the 

* Twentieth Article of the Articles of the Church of 

* England.' Suppofed to be written by Anthony Col- 
lins, Efq; who made it his chief bufinefs and delight 
to invent what he thought would vex or diftrefs the 
Clergy. That pamphlet began in the following man- 
ner. ' The Articles of the Church of England were 
4 agreed to and fubferibed by the Archbifhops and 

* Bifliops of both Provinces, and the whole Clergy, 

* in a Convocation held at London, in the year of 

* our Lord 1562, and the fifth of Queen Elizabeth. 

* Thev were afterwards reviewed by another Convoca- 

* tion of the Province of Canterbury, held at London 

* in the year 1571, and in the beginning of that year 
€ (which was the 1 3th of the Queen) they were ratified 

* in Parliament under the Title of Articles of Religion 

* which only concern the Confeftlon of the true Chriftian 
1 Faith, and the Doclrine of the Sacraments, comprized 
< i n a book imprinted, intituled, " Articles whereupon 

VCL. II. 


Expofit. of the 
XXXIX Arti. 
cles, p, 16. 


<c it was agreed, &c." ' From which act alone arifes 

* their Legal Authority. Thefe being the Authorities 
( upon which the Articles of our Church ftand, we 
' have no other way of knowing what and how many 
6 thefe Articles arr, but from the Records cf the Pro- 
6 ceedings of the before-mentioned Convocations, and 
' from the imprinted Book, referred to in the Act of 
' Parliament. And if we are to be governed by thefe, 

* it will be evident that the rlrft claufe of the 20th Ar- 
2 ticle, viz. (The Church hath a power to decree Rites 
' and Ceremonies, and Authority in Controverftes of 

* Faith) printed in all our modern editions of the 
€ Articles fince the year 161 7, is a perfect Forgery, 
' and never pafted either the Convocation of 1562, or 
' the Convocation of 1571 ; nor was it contained in 
f the imprinted Booh that was ratified by Parliament. 
' For, 1 ft, We have the Original Manufcript of the 
1 Articles which patted the Convocation of 1562, of 

* which my Lord of Sarum (31) gives the following The lare 

* account : That this manufcript is without doubt an Bi/hop Burnet, 
i Original ; that the hands of the Subfcribers are well 
' known; that it belonged to Archbifhop Parker (who 

* was Prefident of that affembly, and that it was left 
' by him to Corpus-Chrifti-college in Cambridge, and 

* is iigned with a particular care ; for at the end of it 
' there is not only a fum of the number of pages, but 
' of the lines in every page. And though this was 
4 the work of the Province of Canterbury, yet the 

* Archbifhop of York, with the Bifncps of Durham 
' and Chefter, fubferibed it likewife ; and it is alfo 
c fubferibed by the whole Lower Houfe. And 2dly, 

* We have an original manufcript of tj^e Articles that 

* were reviewed in the Convocation of 157 1, left to 

* the fame college by Archbifhop Parker (who was 

* Prefident likewife of that Convocation) but that is 
4 only fubferibed by the Archbifhop, and ten Bifhops 
c of his Province; whereas thofe of 1562 are fub- 
1 fcribed by both Houfes of the Province of Canter- 
1 bury, and fome Bifhops of the Province of York. 
? Now that the claufe of the Church's power is not in 
' the beginning of the 20th Article of either of thefe 

* manufcripts, appears from feveral collations that have 
' lately been made of our modern printed editions 
' with them. 3dly, as to the imprinted book of Ar± 
t tides that was ratified by Parliament, either it was 

* never tacked to the original record of the Act, or 

* elfe it has been fince purloined from it ; for upon 
f examination in the office where the Records are 
1 kept, the imprinted book referred to in the Act of 
' Parliament is not to be found . 1 This is the fubftance 
of the pamphlet before us : Let us now fee what Dr. 

Benrtet's Anfwer thereto contains. After a very 

fmart Prefatory Epiftle to Anthony Collin?, Efq; dated 
Chelfea, April 2?, 1715, the Doctor exhibits a col- 
lation of all the antient Copies of the Articles, both 
printed and manufcript, both in Latin and Englifh ; 
and fets down under the text of the Articles, in Eng- 
lifh on one fide, and Latin on the other, the minuteft 
variations in thofe ancient Copies, being eighteen in 
number. The printed Latin Copy he puts the higheft 
value upon, is that of Reginald Wolf in 8vo., 1563, 

3 E which 


198 B E N N E T. 

Colchefter. For, the other livings being filled up with perfons of good reputation and 
learning, his large congregation and fubfcriptions fell off, fo that his income did not 
amount to threefcore pounds a year [M], Wherefore, by the advice of his friends, he 
accepted of the place of Deputy-Chaplain to Chelfea Hofpital, under Dr. Cannon. Soon 
after, preaching the funeral fermon of his friend Mr. Erington Letfurer of St. Olave's in 
Southwark, it was fo highly approved of by that parifh, that he was ufianimoufly chofen 
Ledurer in the next veftry, without the leaft canvaffing (h). Upon that, he entirely left gj i General 
Colchefter, in January 1715-16, and fixed himfelf in London (/) : Where he was like- " 
wife appointed Morning Preacher at St. Lawrence- Jewry, under Dr. Mapletoft. In 17 16, (i) See Preface 
he publi(bed a pamphlet intitled, < The Nonjurors Separation from the public Affem- 
4 blies of the Church of England examined, and proved to be fchifmatical upon their own Trmtyin uAy> 
< Principles.' Lond. 8w [N] : And, * The Cafe of the Reformed Epifcopal Churches, &€ 'P- 2 ' 
* in Great Poland, and Polifh Pruffia, confidered, in a Sermon preach'd on Sunday 
4 November 18, 1716, at St. Lawrence- Jewry, London, in the morning, and St. Olave's 
« Southwark, in the afternoon.' Lond. %vo [O]. Soon after, he was prefented by the 
Dean and Chapter of St. Paul's, to the vicarage of St. Giles's Cripplegate, London, which 


which hath the controverted claofe in the 20th Ar- 

(*) See alfo tide (*) In Chap. H. he gives a tranfcript from 

P- 2 3 2 ' the Records produced by Archbifhop Laud in the Star- 

chamber in 1637 5 and of the Regifter of the Upper 
Houfc of Convocation in 1562, publiihed by Biihop 
Gibfon in his Sy nodus Anglic ana, Sec, wherein that 
claufe was recorded. [The original Records of the 
Convocation were deftroyed in the great fire at Lon- 
don, 1666.] In Chap. VII. he proves, That when the 
Articles were palled by the Clergy in Convocation, 
they were recorded in the Regiftry of the Archbifhop 
of Canterbury. But this Record of the Articles in 
the Regiiby of the See of Canterbury was not fub- 
(31) Chap. IX. fcribed, nor had the Broad Seal affixed to it (32). 

The author fuppofes, therefore, that a Copy of the 
Articles was engrofTed in a Text-hand, and after the 
Broad Seal was affixed thereto, that inftrument of 
(33) cha P* X; them was depofited in fome of the Royal offices (33). 

He ftiews in Chap. XI. that the Articles were pafled, 
recorded, and ratified in 1562, in Latin only. Af- 
ter having given, in Chap. IV. an exact and very 
particular account of the Latin MS. in Bennet-college 
library, which was figned by the Bilhops on Jan. 29, 
1562, (and on which A. Collins lays fo much ftrefs). 
He proves, in Chap. VIII. that That MS. is no Re- 
cord. And of this he alledges the following proofs. 
I • * Becaufe Archbifhop Parker had no more right or 

* power to difpofe of the Records of Convocation by 

* will, than the Lord Chancellor has to difpofe of the 

* Records of Parliament after the fame manner. 2. 

* He appeals to any man of common fenfe, whether 

* a MS. fo frequently and fo oddly corrected, fome- 

* times with red lead, at other times with black ink ; 

* in which fo many portions, great and fmall are 

* itruck out, and fo many particulars inferted, nay in 

* which Englifh and Latin are mixed together, &c. 

* could ever be intended for a Record in a matter of 
f fo high concern.' — - — Next, as to the other Ben- 
net-college MS. of 1 57 1 , our author fays, 'tis no 
wonder it has not the Claufe, confidering it was 
grounded on the old unauthorised Englifh tranflation, 
in which the Claufe was firrt omitted. And, befides, 
after the nth of May, when this MS. was figned, 
many alterations were made in the tranflation, which 
are not in the MS. And confequently this contro- 
verted Claufe might at the fame time be reflored to 
the place it had in the Record of 1562. He fhews 
Jikewife, That thofe Englifh Copies of the Articles 
printed in 1 5 7 1 , which have the Claufe above-men- 
tioned, are genuine, and thofe which want it are 

(-54) Page 336, fpurious (34). In anfwer to what A. Collins had 

&e. faid, concerning the imprinted Book being tacked to the 

Record, the Doctor obferves, that the very form of 
the Rolls is fuch, that any man who has feen them 
would as foon expect to find, that an imprinted book 
had been tacked to our author's nofe, as to any of the 
(35) Prefatory Rolls of Parliament (35). 

Epifllc, p. vi. [71/] So that his income did not amount to threefcore 

pounds a year.] The one being but about forty, and the 
other fifteen pounds per annum. And yet he declared 
to his friend the Rev. Mr. Sherlock, that he would 
have even been contented with them if he could have 
made threefcore pounds a year of them two together. 
Biihop Compton had indeed given him the fmall vi- 
carage of Mark's Tay near Colchefter, but it was no 


more than enough to pay for a Curate (36) ; and ac* (36) From the 
cordingly he let his Curate enjoy it. Gen. Diaion- 

[N] In 17 16 he publijhed a pamphlet, intitled, The ?7. private 
Nonjurors Separation, &c. | It was occafioned by * A mformatIon ' 

* Collection of Papers written by the late Rev. 
1 George Hickes, D. D.' and publifhed in 17 16, 
wherein the Church of England was charged with 
Here fy, Schifm, Perjury, and Treafon. Dr. Bennet, 
in the lft chapter of his book, defines Schifm to be 

* a breach of that union which ought to be maintain- 

* ed in the Chriftian Church or Society.' In the 2d 
chapter he mews, That Dr. Compton continued 
rightful Bifhop of London to the day of his death ; 
fince he did not ceafe to be Bifhop of London by re- 
signation, or deprivation, or forfeiture ; nor forfeit 
his diocefe, by maintaining communion with thofe 
Bifhops, who were placed in the Sees of the deprived 
ones ; and therefore that all feparation from him was 
a Schifm. In the 8th chapter he endeavours to prove, 
that the Nonjurors feparation from the communion of 
Bifhop Robinfon [fucceffor to Bifhop Compton] is 
fchifmatical, becaufe they have no diocefan Bifhops ; 
and therefore thofe Bifhops who are now poffefTed of 
the diocefes of England, are the only true and right- 
ful Bifhops, there being no other claim againft them. 

But this Tract proving unfatisfactory to many 

perfons, feveral Anfwers were given to it ; namely, 
1. ' The Layman's Vindication of the Church of 

* England, as well againft Mr. Howell's Charge of 

* Schifm, as againft Dr. Bennet's pretended Anfwer 
1 to it.' Lond. 17 1 6, 8vo. 2. Another intitled, 
' Dr. Bennet's Conceffions to the Nonjurors proved 

* to be deftructive to the Caufe, which he endeavours 

* to defend, as they make the Nonjurors to be the 
1 Catholics, and his own Communion to be Schifma- 

* tical ; in a Letter to a Friend.' Dated October 22, 
1 7 1 6. Lond. 1 7 1 7, 8vo. 3. Mr. James Pierce, an 
eminent Diflcnting Minifter, wrote likewife * A Let- 

* ter to Dr. Bennet, occafioned by his late Treatife 

* concerning the Nonjurors Separation, &c.' Dated 
at Exeter November 13, 17 16, and printed at Lon- 
don, 1 7 1 7, 8vo. 

[O] The cafe of the Reformed Epifcopal Churches in 
Great Poland, Sec.]. This fermon was occafioned by 
a Brief for the relief of thofe Churches. Our author 
obferves in his fermon (37), « That thefe Proteftants (37) Page S, 
1 are defcended from thofe perfons, who forfook the fecond edition, 

* corruptions of the Church of Rome, by the influ- 1 7 l6 « 

* ence principally of thofe eminent faints and martyrs, 

* John Hufs and Jerome of Prague, who received 
' their doctrine in a good meafure from our truly fa- 
1 mous countryman John Wicleff, to whom we are 

* obliged for the fiift dawnings of the Reformation.' 

After that, he anfwers feveral objections that 

had been made againft relieving them, particularly, 
that they have no true Epifcopacy amongft them. In 
oppohtion to which he fhews, that they regularly de- 
rive their fucccfiion from three perfons who were con- 
federated Bifhops bv certain Bifhops of the Vaudois 

(38) ; and that each of their Bifhops is truly and pro- ( ^X%ifto- 

perly a Diocefan, having a determinate number of £ Ecclef. SI* 

Pallors with the refpective congregations, over whom von Provin. edit. 

he exercifes ecclefiaitical jurifdittion ; and thev have Trajeai ad 

notonlyBilhops, but alfo Priefts and Deacons, which are RHenum, 1652, 

three diftinft order* with them as thev are with us (30). p * 3I4> ' 

(39) Sermon, as 

above, p. 14' 

afforded fit*. 
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afforded him a plentiful income of nearly five hundred pounds a year [P]. But he had 
little, or at leaft no quiet, enjoyment of it. For, endeavouring to recover fome dues that 
unqueftionably belonged to that church, he came thereby to be engaged in tedious law- 
fuits ; which, befides the immenfe charges they were attended withal, gave him a great 
deal of vexation and uneafinefs, and ^ery much imbittered his fpirits : However, he reco- 
vered a hundred and fifty pounds a year to that living. After he was fettled in it, (namely 
in the year 1 717) he married Mrs. Elizabeth Hunt of Salifbury, a gentlewoman of great 
merit; and by her he had three daughters. The fame year he publiQied, ' A Spital 
4 Sermon preached before the Lord- Mayor, Aldermen, &c. of London, in St Bridget's 
• 1 Church, on April 24, 17 17/ Lond. 8vo : And in 1 7 1 8, c A Difcourfe of the ever 
c blefled Trinity in Unity, with an Examination of Dr. Clarke's Scripture Do&rine of 
1 the Trinity/ Lond. %va [^]. But, from this time, the care of his large parifh, 

and 
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(40) In the Go 
neralDiftiojiary. 


(41) Patrons of 
St. Giles Crip- 
plegate, and by 
whom it was 
given him. 


( 4 a) Pref.ce, 
p. I. 


(45) »<V. r . 


[P] Which afforded him a plentiful income of near 
five hundred pounds a year.'] It cannot well be ima- 
gined what the author of his life (40) means, when 

he makes this wife remark upon that occafion 

' Which was the utmoft of his preferment, though 

* the whole of it, when the falary of Curates and 

* other charges were paid, was not full four hundred 

* pounds a year clear.' But furely nearly four hun- 
dred pounds a year clear is very noble preferment ; 
and fo Dr. Bennet thought it, as appears from the 
Dedication to his Difcourfe of the ever Bleffed Trinity 
in Unity ; in which he 6 returns his humbleft thanks 

* to his mo ft honoured Patrons for fo remarkable an 

* inftance of their favour, as he wanted words to ex- 

* prefs ; namely, Their conferring upon him, in the 

* moil generous and obliging manner, one of the 

* molt principal parochial benefices in the kingdom ; 

* in which (fays he) " as I have opportunity of do- 
*< ing a large mare of our Great Mailer's work, and 
* c thereby earning everlafting wages (which is the 
* c moll valuable confideration), fo I reap the advan- 
** tage of a plentiful income, which affords me even a 
** temporal reward for the labours of my prefent fta- 

" tion." It feems Dr. Hoadley, the late Bifhop 

of Winchefter, was very helpful to him, though pri- 
vately, in obtaining that preferment. 

[$>J\ A Difcourfe of the ever Bleffed Trinity in 
Unity, &c] This he dedicated ' To his moll ho- 
4 noured patrons (41), the Rev. Dr. Henry Godol- 
c phin, Dean of St. Paul's, London, and Provoft of 

* Eton-college ; the Rev. Dr. William Stanley, Dean 

* of St. Afaph ; the Rev. Dr. John Younger, Dean 

* of Sarum ; and the Rev. Dr. Francis Hare, Dean of 

* Worceller ; the Refidentaries of St. Paul's, Lon- 
€ don.' It is the only book of his that has a Dedica- 
tion. 'Tis dated, as well as the Preface, from Crip- 
plegate, London, October 23, 17 17. The occafion 
of this work he gives us in the following words (42). 
4 Every body knows, that many writers, of different 

* fpirits and abilities, attacked the Doctor [Dr. Sam. 
' Clarke, author of The Scripture Dotlrinc of the Tri- 
< nity\ in different manners, as their inclinations or 

* judgments led them. But notwithilanding this va- 

* riety of oppofition, I heartily wifti I could not fay, 
4 that what to me feemed in fuch a cafe the moft de- 

* firable, or rather abfolutely neceffary, was totally 

* neglected. For though much commendable zeal 

* was fpent again ft the book in general, and divers 
1 parcels of it were particularly queftioned and taken 

* to pieces ; yet none of the Doctor's adverfaries at- 

* tempted a confutation of his whole fcheme, and a 

* thorough examination of every branch of his doc- 

* trine.' This, he fays, a little lower, determined 
him to write a full Reply to that celebrated Treatife 

of his learned friend. He fpends the greater part 

of his Difcourfe, in proving the Divinity of the Son, 
or Second Perfon ; as being the principal point in the 
whole contjroverfy concerning the Trinity, and that 
which has been the molt largely and warmly debated 
(43). After having given the occafion and defign of 
his work, he treats, in chap. II. of the Paternity of 
God; and mews, That the very God is the Father of 
all mankind by a general Paternity, of all Chriftians 
by a particular or federal Paternity, and of our Lord 
Jefus Chrift by a fpecial Paternity. And in chap. IV. 
that God was fpecially the Father of the man Jefus 
Chrift in thefe two refpefts, becaufe he was to him 
inftead of an human Father, and becaufe he raifed 
him from the dead. See Rom^ i. 4. Chap. III. is 
concerning the Union of the Divine and Human Na- 
tures in our Lord jefus Chrift ; in which he delivers 


it as his opinion, That Jefus Chrift confifts of the 
Twxoa or Word of God; of an human body, and a 
human foul ; and concludes, That our Lord Jefus 
Chrift was, and is, very Man, con ft fling of an hu- 
man Body, and an human Soul ; and that to this 
Man the Word was, and is ftill united (44). In 
chap. V. he lays down the Hate of the Controverfy 
between Dr. Clarke and himfelf, in the following 
words : 1 'Tis confeffed on both fides, 1. That the 

* blefled Jefus has a Divine Nature, viz. the Word. 

* 2. That the Word, or Divine Nature of the bleffed 

* Jefus is called God.' But the queftion is, Whether 
the Word, or Divine Nature of the bleffed Jefus, Be the 
very God, i. e. the One felf-exiftent Being. 4 I affirm 
4 that he is ; and you deny it, making him a Being 

* diftindl from, and inferior to, the one felf-exi:"tent, 
4 or very God.' Before he comes to produce texts of 
Scripture to eftablifh his opinion, he examines, in 
chapters VI. and VII. thofe feveral texts which fpeak 
of Chrift's Humiliation, or Exaltation (particularly 
Philipp. ii. 5 — 11.); in a word, all thofe that feem 
to intimate that Jefus Chrift is inferior to the Father. 
And, in chap. VIII. endeavours to prove, That dur- 
ing the time of our Saviour's mini fry, the Difciples did 
not believe that he was any thing more than a mere Man, 
conduced and afjifed by the Spirit of God : As alfo, in 
chap IX. That during the time of our Saviour 9 s mini- 
fry, the word was quiefcent in the Man Chrift Jefus, 
Next, he examines feveral other texts (45), particu- 
larly Mark xiii. 32. John xiv. 28, &c. and then 
concludes, that there is not one text which fpeaks of 
our Bleffed Saviour, in fuch a manner as implies his 
being inferior to the very God, but what either ne- 
ceffarily muft, or moft fairly may, be underftood of 
the Man Chrift Jefus, or our Saviours Human nature 
only. Having thus cleared the way, he endea- 
vours to mew, in chap. XII. * That the Holy Scrip- 
' tures do teach, that the Word, or Divine Nature 

* of our Lord Jefus Chrill is the very God.' And in 
chap. XIII. 1 That the Holy Ghoft is the very God.' 
Chap. XIV. is concerning the Trinity in Unity/ 
Wherein, among other other things, he affirms (46), 
that 4 the word Perfon, when applied to the Son and 

* Holy Ghoft, does not fignify a diftincl intelligent 

* being feparate from the Father. For though we 

* can't exactly define what a Divine Perfon is, yet 
4 we can fay what 'tis not.' He Aims up the whole 
in thefe words (47), < Briefly therefore, the Father, 
4 the Word, and the Spirit, are one and the fame 
4 Being with each other : That is, though they are 
1 diftinct in, yet they are co-effential to, and necef- 
c farily conftitutive of, one and the fame Being. 

* Even as the Soul and Body are diftinct in, though 

* co-effential to, and neceffarily conftitutive of, the 
4 fame being, Man.' He hath one particular no- 
tion, befides what hath been already mentioned, and 
that is, He fuppofes that the Human Soul of Chrift 
p re-ex ifted before his Incarnation (48), and was the 
Shecinah or habitation of the Glory of God the Fa- 
ther. But, at the Incarnation, this pre-exilling Hu- 
man Soul of Chrift emptied himfelf of the Glory he 
had with God before the world was ; and in that llate 
of humiliation Chrift did fuffer and die for the fins of 
the whole world (49). At the end of the book there 
is a fhort 6 Examination of Dr. Clarke's Scripture 

* Doctrine of the Trinity.' Several An Avers were 

returned to this Difcourfe : The ift by Mr. Thomas 
Emlyn, in titled, 1 Dr. Bennet' s New Theory of the 

* Trinity examined, or fome Confide rations on his 
1 Difcourfe of the ever Bleffed Trinity in Unity, and his 
' Examination of Dr. Clarke' } s Scripture Doclrine of the 

3 4 Trinity.' 


(44) Page i 5 . 


(45) Chap, x, 
xi. 


(46)Page2i8. 


(47) nu. 


r 4 S) Page 70j 


(49} Page 26c, 
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and other affairs, fo engroffed his thoughts, that he had no time to undertake any netf 
work; except an Hebrew Grammar [/?], which was publiflied at London in 1726, Svo y 
and is reckoned one of the beft of the kind. He mentions, indeed, in one of his books 
(k) Difcourfc of written about the year 1716, that he had then 4 feveral talks' in his hands, < which 
TrinS b S? d 4 would find him full employment for many years; 9 but whatever they might be, none 
p« 3- ' of them were ever finifhed, or made public. He died of an apoplexy at London, 

Oftober the 9th, 1728, aged fifty-five years, five months, and two days; and was 
buried in his own church. As to his perlbn, Dr. Bennet was tall, and of a ftrong and 
robuft conftitution. He was a man of ftrong paffions, and not without haughrinefs, but 
of very great integrity. With regard to his learning, he was a perfeft matter of the 
Eaftern, and other learned, languages •, well {killed in controverfy, and a valiant cham- 
pion for th« Church of England. We are, moreover, informed (/), that we have had few f/;s ee wvekty 
fcholars, who have equalled him as an exaft reafoner, and an accurate textuary ; and that Mkc\l*> n n* 
though he had an uncommon fhare of knowledge in various kinds of learning, he wifely 
gave himfelf up to the improvement of thofe talents, in which his chief excellence lay. 
One of his antagonifts does not fcruple to own (ot), that he could truly elteem and reiped <>j.t,Bi*Ij4 
him for his valuable abilities, for his indufirious application of mind to an examination | n ^.^W 

* • r -n- •• ■ i r j" i to n is book, 

and enquiry into the important matters or our Chrittian religion, and for divers other mentioned b<* 
worthy qualities ; particularly for his candour and civility, and for his refolute contempt Iovv > ,:oLe IXl' 
of thofe falie topics of perfuafion, by which ignorant and degenerate minds are led 
captive into error, or lofe the praife of it, if it fhould be into truth, viz. all human 
decifions, by Councils, or Churches authority, when their judgment is not agreeable to 
the Holy Scriptures: in which cafe, he fpeaks as if he had the courage and honeity to 
oppofe the mod triumphant errors of the age. Finally, he declares he efteemed him, 
for his zealous profeffion of integrity, and exciting others to aft honcftly and openly 
according to their judgments, and not to ufe arts of dil guile and hypocrify in facrcd 
matters. 


4 Trinity.* Lond. 17 18, 8vo. The 2d was by Mr. 
John Jackfon, Redlor of Roffington in Yorkfhire, 
under this title* * A modeft Plea for the Baptifmal 

* and Scripture notion of the Trinity. Wherein the 

* fchemes of the Rev. Dr. Bennet and Dr. Clarke 

* are compared.' Lond. 17 1 9, 8vo. The 3d was 
by William Stephens, M. A. one of the Vicars of 
Bampton, thus inticled, € The Catholic Doclrine 

* concerning the Union of the two Natures in the 

* One Perfon of Chrifl ftated and vindicated ; a Ser- 

* mon preached at the Triennial Vifitation of the 

* Right Reverend Father in God, John, Lord Bifhop 
4 of Oxford ; held at Whitney on Tuefday, July 21, 
4 1 7 19. In which alfo Dr. Bennet's late notion of 

* the total Quiefcence of the Divine Nature in our 
4 Saviour during his Miniftry, 33 confidered and ex- 
4 amined.' Oxford, 1719, 8vo. 

[R] Except an Hebrew Grammar, &c] It was in- 
titled, Thoma: Bennet, S. T. P. Grammatica He- 
traea cum uberrima Praxi in ufum tironum, qui Linguam 
Hebrsam abfque Prsceptoris viva voce (idque in bre- 
vijjimo temporis compendio ) edi/cere cupiunt. Accedit 
Con/ilium de Jludio prscipuarum Linguarum Oricntalium, 
Hebr&a?, fcil. C bald a a, Syr a*, Samaritans, C5* Ara- 
bics, injiituendo, & pe^ficiendo. This Grammar was 
defigned by the author for the ufe of fuch as want to 
learn Hebrew without the afllftance of a matter. M. 

* # # [Dr. Bennet was undoubtedly a Divine of emi- 
nent piety and diftinguifhed learning. The zeal 
and diligence with which he engaged in the ftudies 
and duties of his profeffion were highly commend- 
able, and lhew that he had no conception that the life 
of a Clergyman was to be an idle or trifling life. Se- 
veral of his works, hov/ever, being upon fubjects of 
temporary controverfy, are, we apprehend, not much 
read at prefent. This will ever be the cafe, when 
difputes tjjrn upon matters which are not of lafting 
importance, or upon fome trivial circumftances in 
queftions otherwife momentous ; and it will efpecially 
be the cafe, when a man of abilities has to contend 
with infufficient adverfaries. The writer of this note 
remembers being told, in his youth, by Dr. Philip 
Doddridge, that the difienting Minifters, in and 
near Colchefter, who endeavoured to anfwer Dr. 
Benaet, and particularly Mr. Shepherd, were perfons 
of very mean talents. The Dodor, in fome of his 
fubfequent writings, met with far abler antagonifts. 

The queftion concerning Schifm was deemed of 
great importance during the laft century, and in the 
beginning of the prefent. The Papifts charged this 
crime upon the Proteftants, and the members of the 
Church of England upon the Diflenters ; and the 


parties attacked recriminated fn their turn. In thefe 
more liberal times, it will be confefled by all, ex- 
cepting fome reel ufe bigots, that a man who fmcerely 
worfhips God, according to the real dictates of his 
confeience, in any ChrilHan Aflembly, is an object 
of Salvation. How candid the ientiments are, of the 
moil eminent and worthy Prelates of our Church, 
with refpeel: to Nonconforming of merit and learning, 
will appear in the next article. A concife and ra- 
tional account of the general controverfy with regard 
to Schifm, and of the variations and inconfiitencies to 
which it hath given rife, would be no incurious fub- 
jcel in the Hiitory of Theological Literature. 

It feems to us that Dr. Bennet was rather of too 
difputatious a turn of mind, and that he was too- 
ready to engage in the debates of his time, upon 
quertions of Divinity. This led him foraetimes into 
difficulties, obliged him to have recourfe to dillinc- 
tions and refinements which would not always bear 
examination, and laid him open to the attacks of his 
adverfaries. 

Of all the Doctor's controverfial pieces, thofe on 
the Doclrine of the Trinity, and on Subfcription to 
the Articles of the Church cf England, have been 
the moft brought into view in the prefent age. This 
is owing to thefe fubje&s being lull eagerly debated : 
and, indeed, on account of their acknowledged im- 
portance, they will probably long continue to be de- 
bated. 

Dr. Bennet's Explication of the Trinity is Angu- 
lar; and it would require much logical nicety to de- 
fend it from that heterodoxy which the learned author 
not only wifhed to avoid, but, no doubt, fincercly 
abhorred. This was an unfortunate circumftancc in 
a man who, in another work, had employed himfclf 
in vindicating the Athanafian Creed (50). However, (50) General 
he was but in the fame cafe with many other eminent Di£h Vol.iii. 
and worthy Divines ; who, while they have imagined P' 20 ^ 2 ° 7 * 
that they were defending Athanafianifm, have, in note 
faft, run into Sabellianifm or Socinianifm. 

What Dr. Bennet hath written concerning the 
Thirty-nine Articles has lately met with fome fevere 
ftrittures from a very ingenious and learned writer of 
the Church of England. We mean the author of the 
Confeflional, who hath fo undeniably expofed feveral 
of Dr. Bennet's miftakes and inconfitlencies, that the 
poor Doctor would have been exceedingly mortified, 
if, when living, he had fallen into the hands of an 
equally acute and able antagonift (51). ( ^ Confef- 

It is much to the honour both of Dr. Bennet and fiona), p. 177 
Bifhop Hoadly, that the latter contributed to the —192. 3d edit, 
preferment of the former. Few perfons could be 
more different in their theological and other fenti- 
4 ments. 
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ments. Dr. Rennet's charade r, therefore, mull have 
been very excellent to excite fuch an inftance of re- 
gard in Dr. Hoadly; and the Biftiop's caijflour and 
liberality of mind mull have been equally laudable, 
in overlooking the moft ftriking difparity of opi- 
nions. 


The writer of Dr. Bennet's life, in the General 
Dictionary, hath extended the article concerning him, 
by large extracts from his works. But the more con- 
cife detail given above, may, perhaps, be fufficient 
for general information.] K. 


fb ) Amo'y, 
iibijupra, p. 4» 
and Funeral 
Serm >n on the 
occafion of the 
death of George 
Benfon, D. D. 
by Edward Pklc- 
acd, p. 26. 


*** [BENSON (George), a learned and eminent Nonconformift Divine, and 
author of feveral valuable theological works, was defcended from a good family [^], 
and born at Great Salkeld in Cumberland, on the firft of September 1699 {a). He was 
very early diftinguiftied for a remarkable ferioufnefs of temper, and a great attachment to 
his books, to which he applied himfelf fo clofely, that at eleven years of age he is faid to 
have been able to read in the Greek Teftament (I?). His parents, therefore, determined 
to educate him for the miniftry : and after having pafled through a courfe of grammar- 
learning, he was lent to an academy kept by Dr. Dixon at Whitehaven, where he conti- 
nued about a year. From thence he was removed to the univerfity of Glafgow, where 
he completed his academical ftudies. He was brought up in Calviniftical principles - 9 
and, in his earlier years, believed the doftrine of Predeftination : but farther examination 
and inquiry led him to change his fentiments upon this fubjeft, the difcuffion of which 
he feemed to think particularly neceflary before he engaged in the miniftry [5]. 

About the dole of the year 1721, Mr. Benfon came to London, and having been ex- 
amined and approved by feveral of the moft eminent Prefbyterian minifters, he began to 
preach, firft at Chertfey, and afterwards in London. The learned Dr. Calamy took him 
into his family, and treated him with great kindnefs and friendfhip (c). By the recom- 
mendation of that gentleman, he afterwards went to Abingdon in Berkfhire, and was 
unanimoufly chofen paftor of the congregation of Proteftant Diflenters in that town. He 
was ordained on the 27th of March 1723, Dr. Calamy and five other minifters officiating 
on the occafion. He continued at Abingdon feven years [C], and diligently employed 
that time in the ftudy of the facred writings, and in labouring to inftruft and edify the 
people under his care. His firft publication was a Defence of the realbnablenefs of 
Prayer [£>], with a tranflation of a Difcourfe of Maximus Tyrius on the fubjedt, and 

Remarks 
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[^] Dr. Amory fays, that our author was c de- 

* fcended from very pious parents, who had a nu- 

* merous family, and were blefled in feeing feveral 

* of them grow up, and becoming remarkably good 
c Chriftians. The family of the Ben fons was origi- 

* nally from London. John Benfon, the Doctor's 

* great-grandfather, left London towards the end of 

* Queen Elizabeth's reign, and fettled at Great Sal- 
f keld, where the family made a confiderable figure. 

* He had thirteen fons, from the eldell of whom the 

* late Lord Bingley defcended : the Doctor's grand- 

* father was the youngeft of thefe fons. In the eivil- 

* wars, occafioned by the mal-adminiftration of King 

* Charles I., George Benfon, the Doctor's grand- 

* father, engaged on the fide of liberty and the Par- 
c liament, and fuffered confiderably in his fortune ; 

* particularly from the Scots, when they entered 

* England, in order to raife Charles II. to the throne, 
' and were defeated at the battle of Worcefter. And 

* the love of liberty, civil and religious, which the 
« Doctor derived from anceftors of this fpirit, who 

* after the Reftoration were Proteftant DifTenters, ani- 
( mated his whole conduct, and was retained by him 
< to the laft (i).' 

[B] The difcujfton of the doclrine of Predeftination , 
he feemed to think particularly ncceffary before he engaged 
in the miniftry.} He fays, c I wanted to be fatisfied, 
c upon a twofold account, " whether the actions of 
" men, and their final ftate, were unalterably fixed, 
M and absolutely and unconditionally decreed; or 
" only conditionally ? Or, whether the texts in Holy 
" Scripture, that fpeak of this fubject, are to be un- 
(t derftood literally, or figuratively V 1 

* Firft, That I might endeavour to regulate my 

* own actions, if free, and might prepare for a future 

* ftate of happinefs, if decreed only conditionally : 

* or, if othcrwife, that I might acquiefce, as much 

* as poffible, in what was not to be refilled, or avoid- 
' ed. And, 

* Secondly, As I was in profpect of undertaking the 

* cure of fouls, I wanted to know, ££ Whether it 
" would be to any purpofe ?" As concluding, 
' that it could anfwer no end, to perfuade fuch as 
' have no power, nor could do any thing but what 

* they did, as chained down to one^ courfe of action, 
« by an irreverfible decree ; in which cafe, arguments 

* and motives, promifes and threatenings, reproofs 

* and exhortations, could avail nothing. But if it 
Vol. II. 


' appeared, that men have fome power given them in 
' creation ; that they may reafonably expect all pro- 
e per Divine afllftance ; and that their final and eycr- 
1 lafting ftate is decreed only conditionally ; I might 

* fet myfelf to the facred work of the Miniftry, in 

* hopes of fucceeding in fome meafure, and doing at 

* leaft fome good {2).' 

[C] He continued at Abingdon, &o] Dr. Amory 
fays, that, during his ftay at Abingdon, Mr. Benfon 
' preached and published three ferious practical dif- 

* courfes, addrefTed to yoimg perfons ; which were 

* well received. But of thefe he afterwards forbad 
\ the re-printing, as not teaching what, after further 

* inquiry, he thought the exacl truth, in relation to 

* fome doctrines of Chriftianity. This will be allow- 

* ed an inftance of ftrict integrity (3).' 

It appears from a letter of Sir Conrad Sprengell's 
to Mr. Benfon, which is now before us, dated Sept. 
19, 1728, that while Mr. Benfon was at Abingdon, 
he had fome thoughts of ftudying phy/ic ; but this 
defign he feems afterwards to have laid afide. 

[D] A Defence of the reafonablenefs of Prayer. ] A 
fecond edition of this, and of a piece on Predeftina- 
tion, was publifhed in 1737, under the following 
title : 4 Two Letters to a Friend. The Firft concern- 
c ing the End and Defign of Prayer, or the reafon- 
1 ablenefs of praying to an unchangeably wife, pow- 
\ erf ul, and good God. In anfwer to the Objections 

* of the late Earl of Rochefter, Mr. Blount, and 

* other modern Deifts, To which is added, a Dif- 

* fertation of Maximus Tyrius's, tranflated from the 
f Greek, concerning this Queftion, Whether we ought 

* to pray to God or not P With Remarks upon it. 
c The Second, The Doctrine of Predeftination re- 
f viewed : or, the Nature of the Counfels and De- 

* crecs of God, and the Rife and Occafion of the 

* Scripture Language concerning them.' Dr. Amo- 
ry obferves, that in the firft of thefe pieces, Dr. Ben- 
fon 1 hath mown that prayer, as a natural expreftion 

* of our fenfe of the perfections and providence of 
f God, of our dependance upon him, and obligations 
' to him, and of our concern for moral improvement, 

* and as a powerful mean of improving thefe, is a 

* rational and advantageous exercife of the mind, 
f and may, with reafon, be expected to procure fa- 
\ vours from God : not by working a change in the 

* Deity, who will always do what is heft ; but by 

* producing fuch a change for the better in men, as 

3 F * will 


(z) Two Letters- 
to a Friend, fe^ 
cond edit, p, 69. 


( 3) Mem jirs of 
Dr. Benlon, 
ubifufra, p. 5. 
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Remarks on it. In 'ijiS % he married Mrs. Elizabeth Hills, widow, with whom he lived 
very happily, for fourteen years (d). In 1729, he received an invitation which he ac- 
cepted, to become minifter to a congregation in King John's Court, Southwark. Here 
he performed the duties of the paltoral office with great diligence and fidelity for eleven 
years, and was greatly beloved by his congregation, 

The light which the celebrated Mr. Locke had thrown upon fome of the moft obfeure 
and difficult parts of St. Paul's Epiftles, by his clofe attention to the original defign with 
which they were written, and by carefully purfuing the thread of the author s reafoning, 
induced and encouraged Mr. Benfon, as it had before done Mr. Pierce, to attempt the 
illuftration of the other Epiftles of St. Paul, in a fimilar method (*). .Accordingly, in (e} AmGry$ 
1721 he publifhed, in 4/*, < A Paraphrafe and Notes on St. Paul's Epiftle to Philemon, P .s. 

* attempted in imitation of Mr. Locke's Manner. With an Appendix 5 in which is 

* fliewn, That St. Paul could neither be an Enthufiaft, nor an Impoftor. and confe- 

* quentiy, the Chriftian Religion muft be (as he has reprefented it) Heavenly and Di- 
i vine/ It is well known, that the argument in this Appendix hath fince been improved 
and illuftrated, with great force and elegance, by the late Lord Lyttelton. 

Mr. Benfon's firft publication on the Epiftles meeting with a very favourable reception, 
he proceeded, with great diligence, and encreafing reputation, to publifh paraphrafes 
and notes on the two Epiftles to the Theflalonians, the firft and fecond Epiftie of Ti- 
mothy, and the Epiftle to Titus ; adding diflertations on leveral important fubjetts, par- 
ticularly on Infpiration [£]. In 1795, he publifhed, in three thin volumes 4/0, 

* The Hiftory of the firft planting of the Chriftian Religion [i 7 ], taken from the Afts of 

* the 


c will render It bed and fitteft for the Deity to diftin- 

* guifh the pious and humble fupplicant, with in- 

(4) Memoirs, « Stances of his particular favour (4).' 

uoijupra, p. 7. i t feems to have been about the fame time, that 
our author * manifefted his love to moderation and 

* Chriftian liberty, and his averfion to persecution, 

* by whomfoever practifed, by extracting from the 

* Memoirs of Literature, and re- printing Monf. de la 

* Roche's account of the perfecution and burning of 

* Servetus, by Calvin, with fuch reflections as were 

* proper to expofe the inconfiftence and injuftice of 

* this conduct in that great reformer ; and to prevent 

* its being employed to countenance a like temper 

* and conduct hereafter. A conduct which can only 

* admit an alleviation of its guilt in Calvin, on ac- 

* count of the time ; when jult emerging out of the 

* darknefs and corruptions of Popery, they could not 
4 at fir it dilcern and reject all its prejudices and cor- 

* ruptions of original Chriftianity ; of which this 
€ intolerant temper, and thefe persecuting principles, 
' were fome of the word. To this he afterwards add- 

ed, A Defence of the Account of Sernjetus ; and as a 

* farther illuftration cf the malignity of a perfecuting 

* fpirit, a brief Account of Archbijhop Laud's cruel 

* Treatment of Dr. Leigh ton. 9 * To guard Chri- 

* ftians againft the corruptions of Popery, and to 

* prevent thefe being urged by the Deifts as plaufible 
9 objections againft Chriftianity, he publifhed a Dif- 

* fertation on 2 Thefli* ii. 1—12. In this illuftrating 

* the learned and fagacious obfervations of the faga- 
' cious Dr. Mede, he hath ftSewn thefe grofs corrup- 
f tions of the beft religion to have been exprefsly 

* predicted, and Chriftians ftrongly cautioned againft 

* them : And that in this view they were amongft 

* the evidences of the divine authority of the Scrip- 
' tures ; as they proved the facred writers to have 

* been infpired by a divine fpirit, which could alone 

* foretel fo clearly events fo diftant, unlikely, and 

(5) Amory, P .S. * contingent (5)/ 

In Dr. Benfon's Diflertation on 2 ThefT. ii. 1 — 12. 
he applies the Apoftle's Description of the Man of 
Sin, the Son of Perdition, to the Church and Pope 
of Rome ; and every perfon who reads the Diflerta- 
tion with attention and candour, will be ftruck with 
the aptnefs and propriety of the application. Jn the 
early days of Proteftantifm, it was common to regard 
this prophecy, and the paflages of the New Tefta- 
ment concerning Antichrift, as predictions of Popery. 
In fucceeding times a different mode of interpretation 
prevailed ; the caufes of which we remember to have 
been explained, with Angular ingenuity, by Bifhop 
Warburton, in one of his Sermons. In later times, 
the enormous corruptions and pretenfions of the 
Church of Rome have, with the greateft appearance 
of reafon, been found to have been foretold in the 
Apoftolical Writings Dr. Benfon has been followed 
by the eminent Prelate juft mentioned, by the learn- 
ed Bifhops Newton and Hurd, by Dr. Duchall and 


Dr. HalHfax. The lecture lately inftltuted, at Lin- 
colnVInn, by Dr. Warburton, will hereafter throw 
farther light on this important fubject. 

[E\ Particularly on infpiration.}^ Dr. Amory ob- 
ferves, that in our author's diflertation upon this fub- 
ject, he has * with great clearnefs of judgment ex- 

* plained and proved the nature and extent of the 
1 Apoftles infpiration ; fo as fully to fecure the autho- 

* rity of their writings, as a rule of faith and manners ; 
1 without bringing Chriftians under a neceflity of 

* vindicating as divine every incidental fentiment ; 
' and without raifing in the minds of thoughtful per- 

* fons prejudices againft the Scriptures, by raifing 

* too high their notions of the perfection of thefe 
' facred writings ; and in confequence of this, occa- 

* fioning their being difappointed in expectations, 

* which would have been juft, if every word and fen- 
9 tence in them had been dictated by a Divine Spi- 
< rit (6).' 

It appears that Mr. Benfon availed himfelf confi- 
derably of the obfervations thrown out by Lord 
Barrington in his Mifcellanea Sacra, and particularly 
of the diftinct account given by him of the gifts of the 
Spirit, by which the Apoftles and firft preachers of 
Chriftianity were enabled to fprcad and confirm the 
Gofpel. His Lordlhip and Mr. Benfon frequently 
correfponded on the fubjeft of Scripture criticifm ; 
and how favourable an opinion that noble writer 
formed of our author's paraphrafe and notes appears 
from a letter of his to Mr. Benfon, written in No- 
vember 1734. 1 I received the favour of your fecond 
1 epiftle to Timothy, and have looked it carefully 
' over ; and can now return you my thanks for the. 
1 kind prefent you have made, and for the inftructioa 
1 I have received from it, at the fame time. The 
' Hiftory of the ftate of things, &c. is very full and 

* clear. The Synopfts Ihort and compreheniive. The 

* full meaning of the Apoftle feems every where to 
' be purfued in the paraphrafe and notes. Many of 

* them are what 1 have not met with in other critics 

* and commentators, and are at the fame time ex- 
1 tremcly well fupported. The fecond chap. ver. 

* 17-22., is a very high inftarice, and chap. i. 12., 
1 and chap. iv. 7., are very confiderable inftances to 
1 this purpofe. The two effays are very accurate, 
1 and of great importance towards letting us into the 
1 true ftate of things in thole times, relating to the 
' planting and fettling the churches, and theexercife 
' of the fpiritual gifts. There is but little in which 

* I can differ from you (7).' 

I F] The Hiftory of the firft planting of the Chriftian 
Religion, &c] Dr. Amory obferves, that 1 in this 
' work, befides illuftrating throughout the Hiftory of 
' the Acls, and moft of the Epiftles, by a view of the 
' Hiftory of the Times, the occafion of the feveral 
4 epiftles, and the ftate of the churches to whom they 
1 were addreffed, he hath cftablilhed the truth of the 

* Chriftian Religion on a number of facts, the moft 

"public, 


(6) Memoir^ 
P- 9' 


(7) Memoirs* 
p. io. 
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% the Apoftles, and their Epiftles. Together with the remarkable Fatfs of the Jewifh 

* and Roman Hiftory, which affected the Chilians, within this Period.' 

In 1740, Mr, Ben ion was chofen Pallor of the congregation of Proteftant Diflenters in 
Crouched-friars, London, in the room of Dr William Harris [G] ; and in this fituarion 
he continued till his death. had, for feveral years, as his afliitant, the very eminent 

and learned Dr. Lardner', and they conftantly lived together in the greatelt friendfhip 
[//] : nor was this in the lead interrupted, when the increafing bodily infirmities of Dr. 
Lardner, obliged him to dcfift from the public cxercife of the Miniftry. In i 74?, Mr. 
Benfon married Mrs. Mary KetJe, daughter of Mr. William Kettle, of Birmingham, a 
lady of a very amiable character-, his former wife having been dead about two years (f). ( j } His recon< j 
In 17431 Mr. Benfon publifhed, in 8vo, his treatife on 4 The reafonableneis of the wife died in 

* Chriftian Religion, as delivered in the Scriptures [/].' And in 1744, in confideration ^chiidbyei! 

Qf ther of them. 


* public, important, and inconteftable ; the relations 

* of which we have from eye-witnefles of unqueftion- 

* able integrity : and which produced fuch great and 

* extenfive alterations in the moral and religious ilate 

* of the world, as cannot be rationally accounted for, 

* without admitting the reality of thefe fafts, and the 
(%) Memoirs, * truth of thefe relations (8).' In the preface to this 
vbifufra, p, ii. work our author obferved, that * it had been the care 

* and ftudy of fome years, as far as his health, and 

* other affairs, would permit.' And he fays farther, 
that e in the grand divifions, and in many other 

* things, he had been much obliged to Lord Barring- 

* ton's Mifcellanca Sacra.' ' In the Jewifh and Ro- 

* man Hiftory, he has had the greateft afliitance from 

* Jofephus, among the ancients ; and among the 

* moderns, from the credibility of the Goipel-hiftory, 

* part I., written by his much-efteemed friend, Dr. 
4 Lardner. In the differ tation, at the end of volume 

* the fecond, the fecond part of the defign of the 

* laft-mentioned judicious and laborious author, to- 

* gether with Mr. Jones's, on the canon of the New 

* Teftament, have afforded him confiderable affill- 

* ance.' The diflertation juft mentioned was defign - 
ed to mow, * That St. Luke was the author of the 

* Acts of the Apoftles : that he publiftied that book, 

* while many of the Apoftles, and Primitive Chri- 

* ftians, who knew the fafts, were alive, to atteft the 

* fame. And (fuppofing that is an authentic hiftory) 

* Chriftianity mult certainly, and of courfe, be a 

* Divine Revelation, and worthy of the higheft re- 

t 9 )Pr e face,p.4. * g ard (sO-' . 

In 1756, Dr. Benfon publifhed a fecond edition of 

this work in three volumes, 4to., but the whole is 

. often bound up in one large volume. In the preface 

to this editicn our author fays, * In a bad ftate of 

* health, and in the midft of various complaints and 

* diftreftes, I have, at length, finifhed a fecond edi- 
« tion of this long work.' * If I had believed 

* Chriftianity to be falfe, no worldly confideration s 

* whatever could have induced me to have wrote fo 

* much, to make the world believe that it is true. 

* And, if it be true, it is not an indifferent matter, 

* whether men receive, or reject it. 

e As for my own part, I have ftudied the books of 
tf Scripture, and mord especially the New Teftament, 

* for above thirty years. From thence I have taken 

* my notions of Chriftianity, and of the evidence of 

* it. I have read the objections of the Infidels, 

* and have found, that their acquaintance with the 

* Scriptures is but very fuperficial : that they have no 

* fteady principles of their own : and that their defign 

* is to pull down Chriftianity, without giving the 

* world any other fcheine of religion, or morals, in- 
< ftead of it. 

* I am, indeed, convinced, that the Anti-revela- 

* tionifts, are, in general, unfair writers ; and have 

* no good views : yet I am very thankful that this 

* controverfy has broke out, and been carried on, fuch 
' a length, in my time. Becaufe I fhould, other- 

* wife, never have feen the objections placed in fo 

* ftrong a light, nor cleared up fo fully, and to fuch 

* rational fatisfaction. I Ihould never have under- 
4 ftood my Bible fo well ; never have feen the argu- 

* ments for the divine original of it, placed in fuch 

* a variety of views ; nor have apprehended the evi- 
« dences to have been fo very ftrong, extenfive, and 
' numerous. 

' I have with great pleafure obferved, that many 

* things, againft which the enemies of Revelation 

* have objected, have, upon a more narrow in fpec- 
4 ticn, turned out beauties, infte^d of blemifnes ; 


* and arguments in favour of Chriftianity, inftead 0^ 
1 objections againft it. And I am not without -hope, 
*■ that the writers who have of late fo openly, and in 
4 fuch great numbers, appeared againft Revelation, are 

* paving the way for a more general and extenfive 

* fpread of it. For if Chriftians, of deferent denomi- 
' nations, would but give up what they cannot ratio- 

* nally defend, and return to the Scriptures, as the fole 
4 ftandard of revealed religion, then would Chriftia- 
' nity, pure, uncorrupted Chriftianity, appear in its 

* genuine fimplicity, and native excellence. Jews, 

* Heathens, and Mahometans, would be ftruck with 
' the amiable nature, and abundant evidence of it, 
' and well-minded Deiits be induced to admire and 

* embrace it. 

* After repeated examination, I am perfuaded, 
4 that the Chriftian Religion, as it lies uncorrupted 
\ in the Scriptures, is of divine original. And the 

* more I have examined into the nature and evidence 
' of it, the more I am convinced of the divine rniflion 
4 of Jefus, and of the truth of his Gofpel (10).' 

I [G] Chofen Paftor of the congregation of Proteftant 
Diflenters in Crouched- Friars, &c. j In a letter writ- 
ten by Dr. John Leland of Dublin to Mr. Benfon 
about this time, he fays, * It was a pleafure to me to 

* hear, that you are chofen to fucceed Dr. Harris, 

* with whom I kept a conftant correlpondence, and 

* for whom I had a great efteem. I hope it will be 
e an agreeable fituation to you, efpccially fince you 
' are to have fuch a learned and excellent perfon as 
' Mr. Lardner for your afTnlant. I heartily pray that 
' God may blefs your labours, whether from the pul- 
c pit or prefs, for promoting the interefts of true, 

* vital Chriftianity ( ; 1).' 

It appears, that Dr. Benfon alfo received an una- 
nimous invitation to become joint-paftor of the Pref- 
byterian congregation at Birmingham, with Mr. 
Samuel Bourn. But this he declined. In the ori- 
ginal invitation, which is now before us (12), figned 
by Mr. Bourn, and fixty-five members of the congre- 
gation, it is urged as a reafon for his acceptance of 
the offer, that he would thereby have a fair profpect 

* of advancing ferious and rational religion amonglt 
{ very numerous bodies of Diflenters.' 

[//] He and Dr. Lardner lived together in the great- 
eft 1 friend/hip.] Dr. Amory fays, that * the intimacy 
' and friendihip between thefe learned and worthy 
4 perfon s, continued till the death of Dr. Benfon; 

* and the critical obfervations of Dr. Lardner, con- 
4 tributed to render his works more perfect. The 

* freedom and politenefs alio with which they debated 
t feveral points, wherein they differed, were the pa- 
( pers publifhed, would prove a good fpecimen of the 

* proper fpirit and manner for conducting theological 

* debates (13).' From our own inflection of fome of 
the correspondence between Dr. Benfon and Dr. 
Lardner, we are enabled to declare our full conviction 
of the juftice of Dr. Amory's obfervation. Thefe 
learned men were both firm believers of Revelation, 
and equally difclaimed all implicit reliance on human 
authority. When they differed in opinion, they con- 
tended not for victory, but for truth; and were alike 
ready to receive it, or to communicate it. 

[/] His T reatife on the Reafonahlenefs of the Chrifian 
Religion , &c] This book was at firft publifhed as 
an anfwer to 4 Chriftianity not founded on Argu- 
1 ment.' But the author's defign extended farther, 
and his intention then was to take in a larger com- 
pafs, and ftate the arguments for the truth of the 
Chriftian Religion, and anfwer other difficulties and 
objections, befides thofe ftarted in that treatife. A 
8 fecond 


(10) Preface tar 
the fecond edi- 
tion or the Hif- 
tory of the firft 
planting of Chri- 
ftianity,, prefixed 
fo the third vo- 
lume. 


(11) Communt- 

cated bv Rich- 
ard Cooke, Efqj 
of Crouched- 
friars, London, 
nephew to Dr. 
Benfon, 

(12) Communi- 
cated by Rich- 
ard Looke, Efqj 


(13) Memolrl, 
ubifupre, p. 6, 
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(g) Thofe on 
which Dr. Ben- 
fon wiotc had 
not been com- 
mented on either 
by Mr. Locke, 
or Mr. Pierce of 
Exeter, who hflH 
purfucd the fame 
(tan. 
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of his great learning and abilities, the univerfity of Aberdeen, conferred on him the degree 
of Doftor in Divinity [K). . . . 

Dr. Benfon having finifhed thofe Epiftles of St. Paul, on which he intended to write Pa- 
raphrafes and Notes fg t proceeded to explain, after the fame manner, the feven Epiftles; 
commonly called Catholic Epiftles [L] ; namely, the Epiftle of St. James, the two Epiftles 
of St. Peter, the Epiftle of St. Jude, and the three Epiftles of St. John. His labours in 
facred litiirature met with a very favourable reception in foreign countries [Af ], as well as 
in Great Britain and Ireland, from the truly inquifitive and learned* and at home pro- 

cured 


fecond edition was publifhed in 1746, to which was 
added an appendix, containing a vindication of fome 
things which had been objected again ft in the work. 
A third edition, revifed and corrected, with altera- 
tions and additions, was publifhed in 1759, in two 
volumes, 8vo. 

[K] The univerfity of Aberdeen conferred on him the 
degree of Do dor in Divinity.] It appears from a letter 
written to Dr. Benfon by Mr. David Fordyce, and 
which is now before us, dated from Eggie, near 
Aberdeen, 20th of Auguft 1746, that there was a 
defign to fend him a diploma from the univerfity of 
Glafgovv ; but an oppofition was made to this, be- 
caufe fome perfons there confidered Mr. Benfon as 
unfound ; and one of the members of the univerfity, 
when the fcheme was mentioned, ? fpoke of him with 
f abhorrence as an avowed Socinian.' 

In the fame letter of Mr. Fordyce's to Dr. Benfon 
is the following paffage : 4 I lhould be glad to hear 
' your opinion concerning the meaning of the word 
1 Spirit, IL <vf.4.a, Zla(>avt7tytG*, in the New Teftament. 

* I have long doubted about the meaning, and 

* thought we did not enter enough into the Jewifh 
' phrafeology ; but did not know what to make of its 
1 being often perfonified, if I may fay fo, and parti- 
' cularly fpoken of as a diftinct perfon in the form of 

* baptifm, which muft naturally and almoft unavoid- 

* ably lead ordinary readers, the bulk of Chriftians, 

* into miftakes, if we fuppofe no feparate diftinct 

* fubMence meant. Pray clear up this point to 

* me, and give me a key to this obfeure and little 
(14) Communi- i underftood fubject (14).' 

cated by Rich- [Z-] The feven epiftles, commonly called Catholic Epi- 

ard Cooke, Efqj ft/ cs ,] A fecond edition of Dr. Benfon's Paraphrafe 
and Notes on thefe Epiftles was publifhed in 1756, in 
one volume, 4to. Several critical difTertations were 
annexed to this paraphrafe. 

Dr. Benfon having fent a copy of the firft edition of 
this paraphrafe to his name-fake, Dr. Benfon, Biihop 
cf Gloucefter, that prelate wrote to our author the 
following letter, which we fhall here infert, becaufe 
it breathes, as Dr. Amory juftly obferves, a Chriftian 
and Catholic fpirit. 

'SIR, Berry-ftreetj Weftminfter, Jan. 10, 1748-9. 
4 1 Received at my coming to town upon Saturday 
' laft, what you are pleafed to ftile a fmall, but 

■ muft allow me to efteem a very valuable prefent ; 
' your Paraphrafe and Notes on the feven Catholic 

* Epiftles. I have not yet had time to perufe them, 

* but I could not, till I had, delay to return my 

* thanks for the great favour which you have done 

* me. And to which I wifh I could think myfclf in- 

* titled, upon any of the other accounts you men- 

* tion, befides that only of wearing a name, to which 
4 you, by your learning, have done honour. 

' f can only fay for myfelf, that I have a fincere 

* defire to do all the good, which my abilities will 

* capacitate me for, in the llation in which it has 
4 pleafed Providence to place me ; and a fincere de- 

* light to fee virtue and religion defended in an age 
' which fo much wants it, by able hands. And no 
' one can be more ready than myfelf to acknowledge, 
4 how much upon this account we are indebted to the 

* learned labours, and admirable writings, of fevcral 
' of thofe, whom we have the unhappinefs to have 

* differing from us in fome lefs important particu- 

* lars. 

* I beg of God to blefs your and their labours for 
i his fervice, and to unite us all in love and charity 

* here, and glory hereafter. And yourfelf I beg 

■ with much regaid to believe me to be, 

; s I r, 

t . - ; , i 4 Your faithful, and much obliged 

(, S ) Memoirs of , Humble Servant, 

M.GLOCESTER( I5 ). 


[M ] His learned labours met vuith a very favourable 
reception in foreign countries,] 4 In Germany, the re- 
putation of the Paraphrafes and Notes on the Epiftles, 
after the Manner of Mr. Loch, was fo great, that 
John David Michaelis, one of the Profeffors of 
Hebrew and Philofophy, in the univerfity of Got- 
tingen, in the electorate of Hanover, a Gentleman 
of diftinguifhed learning, and ftill fuperior judg- 
ment, undertook the laborious tafk of tranflating 
them into Latin, beginning with Mr. Peirce's Pa- 
raphrafe on the Epiftle to the Hebrews, and Dr. 
Benfon on the Epiftle of St. James, both which 
were publifhed in 1746, with additional notes of 
the tranflator. There was alfo prefixed a recom- 
mendatory preface of another eminent German 
profefTor, Sigifmond James Baumgarten. The 
profeffor Michaelis, befides evidencing his efteem of 
the Doctor's work, by tranflating it, fays in his 
preface : that Peirce and Benfon, following Locke's 
example, in the fame method, but with a larger 
furniture of critical learning, have explained the 
Epiftles. And the profefTor Baumgarten, after giv- 
ing a brief hiftory of the Paraphrafts of the Holy 
Scriptures, and preferring the Englifh, mentions 
Locke with deferved praifes ; and then places in 
the firft rank of writers, who have explained the 
Scriptures in this method, Benfon, Peirce, and S. 

Chandler. In ipfis paraphraftis horum triumvio- 

rum Benfoni, Peircii, et Chandleri labores aliis artis 
methodique palmam pr&ripuijfe ; at que in primis gra- 
tiam laudemque mereri, p. 16. And of our author 
in particular he fays, Succejfit in hunc lahorem Peir- 
cio neque aliis meritis librifque eximiis, neque arte ope* 
raque feliciter collocata inferior, Georgius Benfon. 
Ibid. p. ic. And of his Hiftory of the firft plant- 
ing of the Chriftian Religion, he fays, p. 12. 
Neque pratereundus hie eft alius ejufdem fcriptoris liber ; 
ft quis unquam ad interpretationem Novi Teftamenti 
commendabilis, 

* The difTertation annexed to the paraphrafe of the 
firft epiftle of St. John, on the authenticity of verfes 
7 and 8 of the fifth chapter, was alfo tranflated into 
Latin by Andrew G. Mafh # , a learned Divine of 
the dutchy of Mechlenburgh, who added large 
notes ; in which he endeavoured to defend the ge- 
nuinenefs of the text againft the Doctor's objections : 
but with great modefty and regard to the Doctor, 
of whom he fays, AuSlor ejus differ t at ionis, magnus 
eft ille Anglorum theologus, verbique divini apud Lon- 
dinenfes minifter, meritijjimus Georgius Benfoni us (l6). 9 
In a letter now before us, written to Dr. Benfon by 

Monf. Bamberger, a Proteftant Divine at Berlin, are 
the following pafTages : * I was extremely glad, when 
f I heard of Mr. Douglas, who with Mr. Kellftab is 
4 happily arrived, that you have been fo kind as to 
' remember fometimes the two Pruftian candidates, 
' who had before them the good luck to fee your 
< happy ifland. And it makes me bold to renew this 
4 your kind remembrance by a letter, and to recom- 

* mend myfelf to your farther friendfhip. Though I 
4 am living now in a fardiftant country, yet I cannot 
4 forbear to find myfelf very often in your ufeful com- 
■ pany, and to enjoy your excellent writings. I have 
4 tranflated two of them into our language, viz. the 
1 Treatife upon the RcfurrecJion of jefus Chrift, and the 
4 EJJay concerning the Belief of Things, which are above 
4 Reafon f, and both have been well received by all 
4 lovers of truth. I publifhed likewife a tranflation 
' of Bifhop Hoadly's Plain Account of the Lord's Sup- 

* Dr. Benfon, in the notes to his preface to the fecond volume 
of his Paraphrafe on the Epiftles, fecond edition, Hiles this gen- 
tleman « the learned and candid Andrew Goctlib Marfch, a Lu- 

* theran Minifter in the dukedom of Pomerania/ 

f This piece, the Letters on Prayer and Predr ftination, and 
fevcral other fmall pieces of Dr. Benfon, were printed WgeHief in 
one volume, %vo, under the title of A ColUQnn of Tratfs, to 
which is prefixed a general preface* 

1 per. 


(16) Amory, 
p. u, 1 j. 
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curfed him the friendfhip and efteem of many perfons of eminence and diftin&ion, in the 
eftablilhed Church, as well as among jhe Diflenters. Among his friends and correfpon- 
dent$ were, Sir Peter King, Lord Chancellor of England, Lord Barrington, Dr. Benja- 
min^Hoadly, Bifhop of Winchefter [N ], Dr. Butler, Bifliop of Durham, Dr. Coney- 
beare, Bifhop of Briftol [0], Dr. Duchal and Dr. Leland of Ireland, Dr. Jonathan 
Mayhew of New England, Profeflbr Michaelis of Gottingen, Dr. Wifhart of Edin- 
burgh [/>], Mr. Samuel Bourn of Birmingham, Dr. John Taylor of Norwich, and many 
other learned and ingenious perfons. Dr. Edmund Law, the prefent worthy and learned 
Bifhop of Carlifle, was alfo his particular friend ; and, as a proof of his friendfhip, at 
Dr. Benfon's reriueft, permitted his difiertation on Mark ix. 49, 50. to be inferted in the 
appendix to thel^ife of Cbrijl y though not prepared by him for the prefs (h). Dr. Benfon (b) Amory, 
appears likewife to have been upon very friendly terms with Dr. Watts, though their dif- M 5 u t r *> re- 
ference of fentiment in fome points was confiderable. They occafionally correfponded 
together and fome of Dr. Benlbn's earlier pieces were lubmitted to Dr* Watts's pe- 
ruial (1). 

In 17474 Dr. Benfon publifhed a volume of fermons on feveral fubjeds, a copy of 
which he fent to Dr. Thomas Herring, Archbifhop of Canterbury, with congratulations 
on his elevation to that See, who thereupon wrote him a letter, which will be found in 
Inct^^lf 1 - ^ C notes His indefatigable application to his ftudies, and his conftant preach- 
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(i) This ar>- 
pea s from fome 
of the lettrra 
with the inf. eo 
tion of which we 
have been fa 


(17) Communi- 
cated by Rich- 
ard Cooke, Efq; 


(18) This refers 
to a fcheme of 
Dr. Bcnfnn*s, of 
caofinga cheap 
edition to be 
printed, in order 
to reDder it nn.rc 
generally ufeful, 
of the Bifticp*> 
Plain Account of 
the Nature and 
End of the $a- 
(ramen* of tie 
Loras Suf>p**'» 

(19) Communi- 
cated by Ri h- 
ard Cooke, E r q; 


1 per. I am now about to undertake a work of great 

* importance. It is long ago that Mr. Michaelis of 

* Gottingen promifed to tranflate all your commen- 

* taries upon the New Teftament. He began, you 

* know, with the commentary upon the epiftle of St. 

* James, but he did not continue: he made the teeth 

* of my countrymen to water, and he did not fatisfy 

* them. I had, foon after my arrival, a mind to do 

* it, but I was hindered. Now I am more at leifure, 

* and I am greatly encouraged by my prefent father- 

* in-law, the Rev. Mr. Sack, firft Chaplain in ordin- 

* ary to our King» who is a great admirer of your 

* writings, and who bad me to give his fervice, 

* though unknown to you, and to a (fure you of his 
particular efteem. But, Reverend Sir, before I 

* publifh your work, I find myfelf obliged to beg of 

* you the favour of your life. Thus it is the cuftom 
1 in Germany : they like to have a notice of the life 

* and writings of the author, whole book is tranf- 
■ lated; and I fhould be very glad, if you would be 

* fo kind, as to make me able to do this fervice to 

* my countrymen, and to acquaint them with one of 

* the beft defenders of our Holy Religion, and with 
1 the moft impartial lover of truth and virtue (17).' 

[N] Dr. H oadly, Bijhop of Winchefter. 1 The fol- 
lowing original letter of that prelate to our author, is 
now before us. 

* Good Sir, 

* | T would be a great fatisfa&ion to me, if I could 

* think the book you mention in your letter wor- 

* thy of the character you have beftowed upon it ; or 
« of the honour (as I really think it) you have done 

* it, in taking fo much pains to make it more known, 
« and ufeful, than it would otherwife have been (18). 
« I cannot think Mr. Knapton will give any difturb- 
« ance i n the cafe. I am fure he will not without firft 

* confulting me ; and, you may depend upon it, I 

< fhall put a flop to it, if any fuch thoughts mould 
4 appear. I have many very good, and moft ufeful 

* books, to thank you for, not as prefents to me, 

< but to the world, for its inftrudtion and advantage. 
c i heartily wifli good fuccefs to all your labours, the 
4 moft agreeable reward to a good man ; and am, 

* with great regard, 
SIR, 

Sept 6 1746. Your very humble fervant, 
F ' B. WINCHESTER (19)/ 

[0] Dr. Coneyheare, Bifhop of BriftoL] The fol- 
lowing extracts, taken from a letter of that Prelate to 
Dr. Benfon, have been publimed by Dr. Amory in 
his Memoirs of our author ; and we fhall here lay 
them before the reader, on account of the liberal and 
candid fentiments which they contain. 

6 I have by me many materials for an anfwer to 

* the Moral Philofophcr ; fo far as his general fcheme 

* may be thought to deferve an anfwer.— I have the 
4 lefs occafion to hurry myfelf, after fo many things 

* have been well obferved by my old fchool-fellow, 

* Mr. Hallet, and by Mr. Leland ; whofe book I 
1 have read with much pleafure. I hope future ani- 
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1 madVerters on the Moral Philofcpber, will njjt 
1 provoked to imitate his f cur rili ties. As a good 
f caufe does not want to be fupported in that way; 
c fo neither can it receive the lean* advantage from it. 
' And I cannot but perfuade myfelf, there is fo much 

* virtue ftill left in the world, as will induce the De- 
1 ifts at length to give up a caufe, which cannot be 

* maintained, but by a violation of every thing de- 

* cent and humane. 
■ You will permit me, while I am fpeakirig of de~ 

f cency and humane conduct, to fay what a pleafure 

* I take in obferving ; that many of the moft eminent 

* perfons among the Diflenters, inftead of endeavour- 
s ing to widen the breach, which ftill fubfifts be^- 

* tween them and the eftablifhed church, join with 

* us, either in the common defence of our faith, or 

* in ufing their endeavours to explain, in a learned 

* way, the facred records. The whole Chriftian 
4 Church is indebted to you, Sir, in particular, on 

* this account ; and I doubt not but our great Ma- 
t fter, whofe intereft you are ferving in fo important 

* a way, will at length diftinguifh you. — God be 

* thanked, I have not fo little a mind, as w abate in 

* my refpecls to a worthy perfon, from whom I may 

* think myfelf, in fome points, obliged to differ 
' (20).' 

[/*] Dr. Wifhart of Edinburgh.'] Among fome let- 
ters between our author and his friends, which have 
been obligingly communicated to us by Richard 
Cooke, Efq; of Crouched Friars, is one from Dr. 
William Wifhart* dated College of Edinburgh, May 
29, 1742, in which is the following paffage : 1 I 
' thank you for your kind concern about my fettle- 

* ment here : I find it tolerably eafy ; only am 
c greatly thronged with promifcuous company ; while 
1 I much regret the want of fuch honeft, free, inqui- 

* fitive friends, as I had with you. I am at prefent 

* in greateft favour with thofe called our Stricl Folks ; 
' having lately joined with them (or headed them), 

* in oppofing fome forward meafures of our court di- 
t vines, in impofing minifters on reluftant congrega- 

* tions, upon prefentations; and this I did upon the 

* principles of liberty and rights of mankind.' 
[^J Dr. Thomas Herring, Archbifhop of Canterbury p 

thereupon wrote him a letter, &c] It was as follows : 

* Reverend Sir, 

* J Cannot fatisfy myfelf with having fent a cold and 

* common anfvver of thanks, for your volume of 
moft excellent and ufeful fermons. I dd it in this 
manner with great efteem and cordiality. I thank 
you, at the fame time, as becomes me to do, for 
your very obliging good willies. The fubject on 
which my friends Congratulate me, is, in truth, 
matter of conftant anxiety to me* I hope I have 
an honeft intention, and for the reft I mult rely on 
the good grace of God, and the counfel and"affift- 
ance of my friends. 

« I think it happy, that I am called up to this high 
ftation at a time, when fpite and rancour, and nar- 
row nefs of fpirit, are out of countenance ; when 
we breathe the benign and comfortable air of li- 
3 G 4 berty 


(»o) Memoir^ 
p. IS, ia. 
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incr [R\ at length impaired his conftitution * and he found it neceffary to quit the public 
exerciie'of the miniftiy. In a letter written to him by Dr. Lardner, dated Jan. 2, 1762, 
is the following paflage : 4 i am very much concerned to find, that you intend tu refign 
< your charge at Crouched-friars. If you ihould leave oif preaching, I vvifli your retire- 
c ment may be of ule for prolonging your life ; and that ic may contribute to your ufe- 
rucommuni. < fulnefs other ways (£).' It was, indeed, the general hope of Dr. Benton's friends, that 
Scooke Eft- he might have been enabled to continue the prok-cution ot his ituclits for fome years [5], 
' though he was not capable of the fatigues of the paitoral charge. But the expectations of 
his faends were difappointed. He died, in a very compoled and refigned manner, on the 
6th of April, 1762, in the fixty-third year of his age. . * • • ' - 

Dr. Benfon was a man of great piety and learning, intenkly ftudious, and unwearied in 
his refearches after theological truth. This was the great bufinefs of his life ; and on all 
occaiions he was a zealous advocate for free inquiry, and the right of private judg- 
ment [T']. His integrity was unqueftioned [U] : but the freedom with which he ex- 
preflcd his fentiments on fome points, controverted amongft Ciirillians, expofed him to 
cenfures and indecent reflexions, from men of little candour, and of contracted views [IV]. 
His temper was naturally ferious [X] r but he was chearful in the company of his friends, 
and loved the converfation of men of letters [JT], efpecially thofe whofe ftudies were 

flmilar 


* berty and toleration ; and the teachers of our com- 

* mon religion make it their bufinefs to extend its 

* efiefltial influence, and join in fupporting its true 
r intereft and honour. No times ever called more 

* loudly upon Proteitants for zeal, and unity, and 

* charity. 

c I am, 

Kennington, * Reverend Sir, 
(xO Memoirs, Feb. 2, 1747-8. € Your aiTured friend, 
ukifupra, p. 15. « T. CANTUAR (21).' 

[R] His conflant preaching*] Dr. Amory obferves, 
that Dr. Benfon's critical itudy of the Scriptures, and 
learned labours, which employed a great part of his 
life, c inftead of taking him off from another confi- 

* derable part of the paftoral office, conftant preaching , 

* made the difcharging it ealy to him. For the 

* Doctor's ufual method of preaching, was, firft, 

* critically to explain the Scriptures, and then to il- 

* lu urate the points of doftrine, and enforce the rules 
c of duty, which that part of the facred writings on 

* which he difcourfed, contained. This he did with 
' great ferioufnefs, and with a plain and honeft free- 

* dom. The volume of fermons which he publifhed, 

* are a fpecimen of his ufual manner. His natural 
c temper prevented his excelling in a warm and pa- 
c thetic addrefs to the paffions of his hearers. But 

* this he endeavoured to compenfate, by the evidence 

* and ferioufnefs, with which he recommended from 

* the Scriptures univerfal piety, righteoufnefs, and 

* holinefs of heart and life, and the neceflity of ac- 

* quiring and pradlifi^g thefe ; mewing the danger 

* of trufling to any other expedients for obtaining 

* the favour of God, and the bleffednefs of heaven, 

* without perfonal holinefs and obedience. A me- 

* thod of preaching not improper for convincing, 
1 converting, and edifying the hearers, efpecially 

(22) Memoirs, * when enforced by a fuitable practice (22).' 

P- *3> H* [S] ft was the general hope, Sec. that he might have 

been enabled to continue the profecution of his ftudies for 
fome years] The Rev. Mr. Radcliff, who was our 
author's fucceflgr, in the funeral oration pronounced 
by him at his interment, fays, ? he intended to de- 
1 vote the remainder of his days to a peaceful retire- 
1 ment ; in which his grcatefl felicity would have 

* been the enjoyment of his friends, and the calm 
( contemplation of that eternity upon which he was 
4 preparing to embark : but the rapid manner in 

* which he declined, denied us his converfation in 

* the evening of life (23).' 
\T ) He was a zealous advocate for free inquiry, and 

the right of private judgment] 4 He was, fays Mr. 

* Pickard, a Proteltant Diflenter upon the firmeft 

* principles, to wit, the fole authority of Chrill as 
' head of the church ; the fufficiency of Scripture ; 

* and the right of private judgment. Thefe he ever 
1 afTerted : thefe he held facred and inviolable. And 
1 what he claimed for himfelf, he willingly allowed 

(24) Funeral * to Others (24).' • 

Scrm n, p. 30. Mr. Radcliff fays, < on account of his zeal for 

* the rights of conscience, and the facrifice he made 
< of his health and life to the ftudy of truth, he 

* might almoll be faid to die a martyr to it. As 


(23) Vtd. Fu- 
neral Sermon, 
and Oration, 
p. 40. 


1 a minifter of the Gofpel of Chrift, he ftudied the 
c Scriptures with indefatigable attention, and ex- 
1 plained them with freedom and impartiality. As a 

* friend, he always exercifed to others what he ex- 

* peeled from them, a generous plainnefs and free- 

* dom, void of all dilTimulation and hypocrify. He 
' underitood many languages : he converfed only in 

* one, and that was the language of his heart. While 
« he was candid to the opinions of others, he was 
4 fteadfaft in his own ; for he entertained no fenti- 

* ments which did not colt him a long and confeien- 

* tious examination. As a preacher, he preferred 

* thofe points in which all Chriitians agree, before 
c thofe in which they all differ; and inflead of urg- 
4 ing matters of doubtful difputation, he enforced 

* the grand duties of practical religion, as being of 

* abfolute and eternal importance (25),* 

[U] His integrity was unqueftioned.} Mr. Pickard 
fays, ' his honeJty and integrity, in what he thought 
' right, were tried and unqueitionable. I believe no 
1 earthly confideration could have tempted him to 
1 fpeak or aft contrary to the dictates of his judg- 
1 ment and confeience ; or to what he apprehended 

* to be the will of God (26).' 

\W] The freedom with which he expreffed his fenti- 
ments- expofed him to cenfures, Sec] Mr. Pickard fays, 
that * on account of fome fentiments in points dif- 
1 puted amongft Chriitians, he has been by fome 
f hardly cenfured; partly perhaps from mifappre- 
' henfion (27).' And Mr. RadclirT obferves, that 
1 his lot had been happy beyond the fate of mortals, 
1 if he had not had his fhare with the wife and good 

* of all ages, in the cenfure and perfecution of the 

* world. He was once judged by perfons who have 
' prejudices and paflions : he is now judged by that 
4 being who has none ; who fees the inward inten- 
4 tion, and regards only the heart (28).' 

[-^] His temper was naturally ferious.] Mr. Pick- 
ard, after obferving that his temper was grave and 
folid, fays, 4 his converfation generally turned to 
1 one or other part of facred Scripture. He would 
' oft-times enliven it with an agreeable chearfulnefs. 
' But the bias of his mind, and his clofe thought 
' and ftudy, rendered him for the moft part indif- 
' ferent to thofe amufements, which others are too 
4 fond of, and devote too much of their time 
'to (29).' 

[T] Loved the converfation of men of letters.] He 
took much pleafure in a fociety to which he belong- 
ed, confifting of divines and other men of letters, 
who met once a week, during the winter feafon, and 
debated freely upon fome of the moft important and 
curious fubje&s of critical and theological learning. 
Among the members of this fociety were Dr. Jere- 
miah Hunt, Dr. Lardner, Pro feilbr Ward, Dr. Ave- 
ry, Philips Glover, Efq; author of An Inquiry con- 
cerning Virtue and Happinefs, and other gentlemen of 
good lenfe, libtral kntiments, and folid learnine 
(30). x. 

%* [Ft is mentioned above, that Dr. Benfon had 
fometimes young fiudents under ( -his care, who, after 
having finifhed their univerlfty or academical educa- 
3 tion, 


(15) Funeral 
Oration, p. 3?, 
39- 


(26) Funeral 
Sermon, p. 30, 


(27) IhiL p,JI* 


{%%) Funeral 
Oration, annex- 
ed to the Ser- 
mon juft quoted, 
F- 39- 


(29) Funeral 
Sermon, p. 2%m 


(30) Amory, 
p. 17. 
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fimilar to his own. He was fhort-fightcd ; which was an inconvenience to him, in the 
public delivery of his difcourfes ; but Us appearance was grave and venerable, and there 
was an air of fcrioufnefs and fincericy in his manner, which had a very good effeft upon 
his auditors. Dr. Amory informs us, that befides promoting, * by his preaching and 
c writings, the caufe of Chriftiantty, Dr. Benfon endeavoured farther to ferve it, by di- 

* i\ <5ling and affifting young divines in the critical ftudy of the Scriptures ; and for many 
' years he had one or more living with him, who applied to this ftudy under his eye. 

* Several of thefe, by the figure they have fince made, have done honour to their tutor ; 

* one of whom it is proper particularly to mention, Dr. Macknight, author of the Har- 

1 wony of the Gofpels y becaufe of his eminence in this branch of valuable knowledge (/).' (i) Memoirs, 
Heleft by his will ioo 1. to the fund for the relief of poor difTenting Minifters and flu- p- i6 > **• 
dents \ and the fame fum to that for their widows and orphans. 

Dr. Benfon left behind him, in manufcripr, 6 The Hiftory of the Life of Jefus Chrift, 
4 taken from the New Teftament, with obfervations and reflections proper to illuftrate the 

* excellence of his character, and the divinity of his million and religion. 9 To which 


tion, refided with him for the purpofe of obtaining a 
more critical acquaintance with the facred writings. Of 
thefe we mail take particular notice of one, who, if his 
life had been continued, would probably have made a 
confiderable figure in the learned world ; and if, in in- 
troducing the following account of him, it fliould be 
thought that we have been biafled by private friend- 
fhip, the public may be aflured that our friendfhip 
mail not carry us beyond the fimplicity of tiuth. The 
perfon we mean was the Rev. Mr. John Alexander, 
whofe father was formerly a DifTenting Clergyman at 
Stratford-upon-Avon, in Warwickfhire, where he 
kept an academy for bringing up young gentlemen for 
the Miniftry, and was diftinguifhed for his fkill in ori- 
ental literature. From Stratford he removed into Ire- 
land, in which country, we believe, his fon John,- 
the fubject of the prefent note, was born, in the be- 
ginning of the year 1736. Mr. Alexander fen. dying 
not long after, his widow, with her family, returned 
to England, and fettled at Birmingham. Mr. John 
Alexander, when he had gone through a proper 
grammatical education, was fent to the academy at 
Daventry, in Northamptonfhire ; of which the late 
Rev. Dr. Caleb Afhworth had, not long before, been 
appointed tutor, upon the death of that eminent di- 
vine, Dr. Philip Doddridge. The academy, on this 
occafion, had been transferred from Northampton to 
Daventry. Here Mr. Alexander profecuted his flu- 
dies with a moil commendable diligence. Having 
' finiihed his academical courfe with Dr. Afhworth, he 
was put under the tuition of Dr. Benfon, with whom 
he continued fome years. The Doctor was fo well 
pleafed with his literary endowments and improve- 
ments, and with the prudence and modefty of his per- 
ibnal behaviour, that he gave him his board, ex- 
prefTed the higheft regard for him on every occafion, 
and introduced him, with paternal affection, to all 
his particular acquaintance. Mr. Alexander, during 
his fray in London, omitted no opportunity of adding 
to his ftock of knowledge. Upon his quitting the 
metropolis, he went and refided with his mother in 
Birmingham. He preached, for a time, octafion- 
allv, at that place and in its neighbourhood ; and 
afterwards, more fcatedly, in a fmall village called 
Longdon, at about twelve miles diftance. On Satur- 
day the 28th of December, 1765, he retired to reft 
in perfect health, between eleven and twelve o'clock, 
intending to officiate at Longdon the next day ; but, 
at fix in the morning, he was found dead in his bed ; 
an event which was fincerely deplored by his friends, 
as both a private and a public lofs. 

However, the world was not entirely deprived of 
the effects of his ftudies ; for fome of them were pub- 
lifhed, after his death, by the Rev. Mr. John Pal- 
mer of London, under the following title : ' A Pa- 
* raphrafe upon the fifteenth Chapter of the firft 
■ Epiftle to the Corinthians ; with critical Notes and 
4 Obfervations, and a preliminary DifTertation. A 
with critical Remarks, upon the 
and part of the eighth Chapters to 
To which is added, A Sermon on 
10. Compofed by the Author the 
his death. By John Alexander.' 
at London, in quarto, for Buckland and 


Commentary, 
fixth, feventh, 
the Romans. 
Eccleiiailes ix. 
day preceding 


Printed 

others, in 1766. It is obferved by Mr. Palmer, that 
Mr. Alexander was no lefs an object of admiration to 
his acquaintance for the intenfenefs of his application, 
than for the native ltrength of his mind ; by the 
united force of which, he made thofe advances in 


knowledge and literature, which are very rarely at- 
tained by perfon s at his age (31). The juftnefs of (31) Advertife- 
this encomium is abundantly evident from the work ment to the P?.- 
now mentioned, which contains indubitable marks raphrafe, &c. 
of great critical fagacity and learning. The preli- 
minary DifTertation in particular, in which the au- 
thor favours the opinion of there being no flate of 
confeioufnefs between death and the refurrection, 
may be ranked wir^h the firft productions on that fub- 
ject j though the fame fide of the queftion has been 
maintained by fome of the moft eminent Divines of 
the prefent century. 

But though the ftudy of religion and the fcrip- 
tures, as became Mr. Alexander's profeffion, was 
his favourite employment, he found leifure for culti- 
vating other parts of literature. He had, likewife, 
a turn for obfervation on common life, and poffefTed 
no inconfiderable portion of wit and humour. He 
had formed his ftile on the chafte and correct model 
of Dr. Swift, and had fomething of the call: of that 
celebrated author, without the fevcrity of his difpo- 
fition and fa tire. Of this he gave feveral proofs, in 
a monthly work, entitled 1 The Library/ confifting 
entirely of original pieces, which was carried on by 
fome of his friends in London, in the years 176 1 and 
1762. In this publication, he wrote an ironical De- 
fence of Perfecution, and E flays on Dullnefs, com- 
mon Senfe, Mifanthropy, the Study of Man, Con- 
troverfy, the Mifconduct of Parents, modern Au- 
thorfhip, the prefent State of Wit in Great Britain, 
the Index of the Mind, and the Fate of periodical 
Productions. On the whole, Mr. Alexander's inti- 
mate acquaintance had no doubt but that, if Provi- 
dence had feen fit to prolong his life, he would have 
become one of the beft fcholars and ableft writers 
among the Proteftant Diftenters, efpecially in critical 
and biblical learning. With all thefe abilities and 
talents, being ufually clofe and correct in his compo- 
fitions for the pulpit, and, though clear and diftinct, 
unaffuming in his delivery, he would never have 
been remarkably popular as a preacher. In this 
refpect, he would have been well efteemed among 
the judicious Diflenters, but neglected by the gene- 
rality of them, He would probably never have rifen 
among them to a preferment of more than fifty or 
fixty pounds a year, unlefs his acknowledged litera- 
ture had, in a courfe of time, called him to be a 
tutor in one of their feminaries of education, for 
which he would have been admirably qualified. 

He had a brother, Dr. Benjamin Alexander, a 
phyfician in London, who died young, and was the 
tranflator of Morgagni's medical Writings. 

Since this account was drawn up, we have received 
a letter from Samuel Sake, Efq; of the Poultry, Lon- 
don, who was Mr. Alexander's intimate friend. Mr. 
Salte, fpeaking of our intended fketch of his life, 
adds, c Indeed his life was only a fketch, but a 

* matter-piece of its kind. For the virtue, learning, 

* and knowledge, which he crouded in it, would 
c have done honour to the longeft period. I think I 

* knew him well : yet I am perfuaded half his merit 

* was unknown, even to his mcft intimate friends. It 
' was his talent to conceal his worth.' 

The fame gentleman fent us an elegy to Mr. Alex- 
ander's memory, worthy of appearing in any collec- 
tion. It came, however, too late to be here inferted, 
even if we might not have been afraid of having it 
alledged, that we had indulged too much to private 
friendship.] K. 
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Ath. Oxon. 
Vol. i. col. 192, 
p. 704. 

(e) Brown Wil- 
lis's Survey of 
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p. 293. 
(d) Wood's 
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edit. 1573. 
P- 7*> 73- 
f*j Fuller's 
Worthies in 
York fhire, 
p. 198, 


(!) Being, fays 
Wood and Hey- 
lyn, the only 
church that the 
I'rottftjnts had 
in thole times. 


were added, feveral critical dilTertations. The whole was publifhed together, in 1764, 
in one volume, 410. to which was prefixed a mez2otinto print of the author. Dr. Amory, 
who was the editor of this work, hath alfo added to it, Memoirs of the life, chara&er, 
and writings of Dr. Benfon, to which we have frequently referred in the courfe of this 
article. Dr. Newcome, the prefent Bilhop of Oflbry, hath inferted Dr. Benfon's manner 
of harmonising the accounts of Chritt's refurre&ion, from his life of Chrift, in the Ap- 
pendix to his Lordfhip's Harmony of the Gofpels, printed at Dublin in 1778. In the 
Appendix to the firft volume of the Theological Repofitory, fecond edition, are inferted 
two curious letter* from Dr. Shaw to Dr. Benfon, relative to the paflagc of the Israelites 
through the Red Sea. 

Dr. Benfon was a remarkable inftance of the happy effe&s of a learned induftry. It is 
well known that he was not a man of great original genius ; that he had fmall powers of 
invention and fancy ■, and that he had not applied to the cultivation of elegance and tafte 
in compaction. When at the univerfity, we are allured that he was thought to be but a 
dull lad by his fellow- ftudents, and that they expecfted nothing confiderable from him. 
But, by the force of application, he outftripped his more lively companions, and produced 
works of real and lafting utility and merit.] T. 

BENTHAM (Thomas), a learned and pious Englifh Divine, who was Biftiop 
of Litchfield and Coventry in the XVIth century, was born about the year 15 13 (if about 
forty- fix years of age when made a Bifhop (a) in 1559) at Shirebourne in Yorkfhire (£), 
and educated at Magdalen-college in Oxford U). He took his Bachelor's degree in Arts, 
Feb. 20, 1543 (d) y and was admitted Perpetual Fellow of that college, November 16, 
1 5-. 6, and took his Ma flier's degree in Arts the year following (*), about which time he 
applied himfclf wholly to the ftudy of Divinity and the Hebrew language, in which he 
was extremely well (killed, as well as in the Latin and Greek tongues (/). A certain 
author tells us, that he was converted from Popery in the firft Year of Queen Mary (g) • 
but we find him very zealous againft the Popifh religion during the reign of King lid- 
ward VI., upon which account, and his afiiftingone Henry Bull of the fame college, in 
wrefting the cenfer out of the hands of the Chorifters, as they were about to offer their 
fuperftitious incenfe, he was eje&ed from his fellowfhip by the Vifitors appointed by 
Queen Mary to regulate the univerfity {b) [A] ; foon after which he retired to Zurich, 
and afterwards to Bafil in Switzerland, and became Preacher to the Englifh Exiles there, 
and expounded to them the entire book of the A&s of the Apoftles (#) ; a proper fubjedl 
and portion of Scripture this, as Fuller obferves (£), to recommend patience to his ba- 
niflied countrymen ; as the Apoftle's fufferings fo far exceeded theirs. This expofition 
was left by him at the time of his death, very fairly written, and fit for the prefs, but 
Mr. Wood knew not whether it was ever printed. In exile, as at home and in college, 
he led a praife-worthy, honeft, and laborious life, with little or no preferment. After- 
wards, being recalled by fome of his brethren, he returned to London under the fame 
Queen's reign, where he lived privately and in difguife, and was made Superintendant of 
a Proteftant congregation in that city (I) [B] ; whom Bentham, by his pious difcipline, 
diligent care and tuition, and bold and refolute behaviour in the Proteftant caufe^CJ, 
greatly confirmed in their faith and religion ; fo that they aflembled with the oreateft 
conftancy to divine worftiip, at which there often appeared an hundred, fometimes two 
hundred perfons^ no inconfiderable congregation this to meet by ftealth, notwithftandino- 
the danger of the times, daily, together at London, under the nofe of the vigilant and 


(b) B,Ie de 

Script, fui Tem* 
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[A] Tie was cjeSied from his fellowjhip by the wi- 
/iters y appointed by £>ueen Mary to regulate the univer- 
fity.] Mr. Wood informs us, that he was particularly 
obnoxious on account of his behaviour ; for in Henry 
the Eighth's time he was only a complier with, no 
promoter of, Popery ; but in the firft year of Queen 
Mary, repenting his former compliance, he refufed 
not only to fay mafs, but to correct the fcholars of 
the univerfity for their abfence from divine fervice. 
Wood's words are thefe (1) : Cum Thoma? autem Ben- 
thamo Decano praciperet antediclus Readus ut Juniores 
propter abfentiam a facris caftigaret, refpondet ille fe 
quidem Jimulati fuh Henrico Vlll., cum Pout ifi ci is con- 
fin/its ptenitentiam egiffe, neque ad repudiatum denuo 
cultum redire ftatuifje ; iniquum <vcro ducens in illos ani- 
madvertcre, quorum facia fciens ac njolens imitaretur. 
Sodalitio itaque ejectus, &c. That is ; when the 
aforefaid Sir Richard Read, one of the Vifitors, com- 
manded Thomas Bentham, as Dean of the college, to 
correct the junior fcholars for their abfence from di- 
vine fervice, he made anfwer, He had indeed but 
too much already repented his ever having given a 
feigned compliance to the Popifh religion in the reign 
of Henry the Vl'IIth, and was refolved never to re- 
turn to that forfafcen worlhip ; and that he efleemed 
it unjuft to punifh that in others, which he himfclf 
would willingly and knowingly do. This (-with his 
ether behaviour) was the caufe of his being deprived 
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of his fellowfhip, &c. To this purpofe alfo fee Lau- 
rence Humfrey in the Life of Bifhop Jewell (2). 

[B] Made Superintendant of a Proteftant congregation 
in that city.] Dr. Heylyn informs us of this in his 
Hiilory of the Reformation (3), where he tells us 
alfo that this Mr. Bentham continued Minifter of the 
Proteftant congregation in London till Queen Mary died ; 
and that by the encouragement and conftant preaching of 
this pious man, the Proteftant party did not only ftand to 
their former principle, hut were refolved to fuffer what- 
ever could be laid on them, rather than forfeit a good 
confeience. 

[C] By his bold and refolute behaviour in the Pro- 
teftant caufe.] For when it was ftri&ly charged and 
commanded, that no man jhould either pray for or fpeak 
to, or once fay God blefs them (that is, perfons con- 
demned, or about to fufler for their religion), not- 
withstanding th,s ri S id proclamation, Bentham feeing 
the fire fct to fome of them, turning his eyes to the 
people, faid, We know they are people of God, and 
therefore we cannot chufe but wijh them well, and fay 
God ftrengthen them ; and fo he boldly cried out, Al- 
mighty God, for Chrift' s fake, ftrengthen them ; upon 
which all the people with one accord cried Amen, 
Amen, the noife whereof was fo great, and the cryers 
io many, that the officers knew not whom they were 
to feize on, or with whom they were to begin their 
accufation (4). 
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BENTHAM. BENTINCK. 

cruel Bonner (w). Ac length, when Queen Elizabeth came to the throne, he was foon 
provided for, and was, in the fecond year of her reign, nominated for the See of Litch- 
field and Coventry fn), upon the deprivation of Dr. Ralph Bayne,' a violent perfecuting 
Papift, and hnd the temporalities of that See reftored to him, Feb. 20, 1559 (o\ being 
then about forty fix years of age. On the thirtieth of Oftober 1556, he was created, 
with fome others, ProfelTor of Divinity at London, by Laurence Humphrey, S. T. P. 
and John Kenal, L. L. D. who were deputed by the nniverfity t>f Oxford for that pur- 
pofe (*)-, and in the latter end of Oclobcr 1568, he was adtually created Dodlor of Di- 
vinity being then highly efteemed on account of his diftinguiflied learning. He pub- 
lifhed a Sermon on Matth. iv. 1 — 11. printed at London, Svo. Bifhop Burnet, in his 
Hiftory of the Reformation, tells us, that our author tranflated into Engl ; fh the Book of 
Pfalms, at the command of Queen Elizabeth, when an Englifh verfion of the Bible was 
to be made, and that he Jikewife tranflated Ezekiel and Daniel (q). He died at Ecclefhal 
in StafTordfhire (r), the feat belonging to the See, Feb. 19, 1578, aged fixty-five years, 
and was buried under the fouth wall of the chancel of that church, being fuccecded in 
his bifhopric of Litchfield and Coventry by Dr. William Overton (j). He left a widow 
named Matilda ; but we do not exprefsly find that he left any children Brown Willis, 
however, mentions one Thomas Bentham, that was promoted to be Prebendary of Litch- 
field and Coventry, about two months after the deceafe of the Bifhop (/), who might 
probably be his own lbn, as we find that he had feveral children. See the defcriptiun of 
his tomb in note [£>]. 
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[D] And was Buried in the chancel of the church 
there.] Having over his grave a ftone of alabafter, 
with the effigies of himfelf, his wife and four chil- 
dren, infcribed with the two following verfes. 

Hac jacet in Tumba Benthamus Epifcopus ille 
Doctus, Divinus, Largus, pafcens, pius, Almus, 
Obiit 19 Feb. 1578 (5). 

Bentham the Prelate good thefe ftones enjhrine, 
A pious Pajlor, and a learn d Divine. 

But the three laft words and the date of his death is 
torn off. Some authors make the date of his death 
the 2 1 ft of February 1578, and give us neverthelefs 
this his epitaph, with the date annexed, as above. 

To thefe verfes on his tomb we may likewife add 
the following diftich, which Laurence Humfrey, in 
his Life of Bifhop Jewell, tells us was made by a 
nobleman, a fcholar of his, upon Bentham's being 
conftituted Bifhop of Litchfield and Coventry (6). 

Clarus Do&rina, Clarus pietate, fideque 
Benthamus Chrifti praeful et exul erat. 


Religion , learning, faith, are Bentham* s fame, 
Prelate and exile, Chrijlian fill the fame. 

To thefe verfes we mall add another fmall character 
of him, which, though repeated already in the text, 
may not be improperly inferred here from the origi- 
nal. De Thomd nojlro fic fcribit Whitlocus, iir fust 
in omni generi doclrinae feliciter educatus infra acade- 
miam Oxonienfem, ibique theologiam profrfjus, inque 
Tranfmarinis academiis per certos annos feliciter in Jiu- 
diis verfatusy Linguae jancl<e callentijftmus , Gratci non 
minus quam Latini Sermone per it us, Sec. (7) Of our 
The mas thus writes Whitlock. — * He was a man 

* happily educated in all kind of learning at the uni- 

* verfity of Oxford, where he profefTedly ftudied 

* Theology ; and in foreign academies for feveral 
' years being no lefs ftudious and diligent, made a 
' great progrefs in all parts of Literature. He was 

* excellently well (killed in the Hebrew language, as 

* well as the Greek and Latin tongues, &c/ H. 
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BENTINCK or BENTHINCK (William), Earl of Portland, &c. one 
of the greateft Statefmen of his time, and the firft that advanced his family to the dignity 
of the fcnglilh peerage. M. Bentinck was a native of Holland, being defcended of an 
ancient and noble family of that name in the province of Guelderland (a) [/I]. After a 
liberal education, he was, by the intereft of his friends, promoted to be Page of Honour 
to William, then Prince of Orange (afterwards King William III. of England), in which 
ftation, his good behaviour and addrefs fo recommended him to the favour of his m after, 
that he preferred him to the more honourable port of Gentleman of his Bed-chamber. In 
this capacity he accompanied the Prince into England, in the year 1670, where, going 
to vifit the univerfny of Oxford, he was, together with the Prince, created Dofror of 
Civil Law {I?). In 1672, the Prince of Orange being made Captain-General of the Dutch 
forces, and foon after Stadtholder, M. Bentinck was promoted, and had a fhare in his 
good fortune, being made Colonel and Captain of the Dutch regiment of guards, after- 
wards efteemed one of the fineft in King William's fervice, and which behaved with the 
greateft gallantry in the wars both in Flanders and Ireland. In 1675, the Prince falling 
ill of the fmall-pox, M. Bentinck had an opportunity of fignalizing his love and affeftion 
for his ma !cr in an extraordinary manner, and thereby of obtaining his efteem and friend- 
fhip, by one of the moft generous aftions imaginable : for the fmall-pox not rifing kindly 
upon the Prince, his Phylicians judged it neceffary that fome young perfon fhould lie in 
the lame bed with him, imagining that the natural heat of another would drive out the 
difeafe, and expel it from the nobler parts (c). No body of quality could be found in all 
the Court to make this experiment: at laft, M. Bentinck, though he had never had the 
fmall-pox, refolved to run the rifque, and accordingly attended the Prince during the 
whole courfe of his illriefs, both day and night. Nothing was given him, nor was he 


(a) Hiftory of 
Europe, anno 
1709. 


[A ] Defcended of an ancient and noble family of that 
name, Sec] He was the fon of Henry Bentinck, Heer 
van Diepin, whole father Bentinck had alfo iflue Jo- 
feph Bentinck, 2l General Officer in the fervice of the 
States of Holland ; and four daughters, Eleanor, 
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married to the Baron of Nienuren Huijhen in O veryffel ; 
Anne, married to the Baron Van Zande?4>urgb in 
Utrecht ; Sophia, wife to the Baron Van Engelenburgh ; 
and Joanna-Maria van Bentinck, who died unmarried, 
anno 1705 (1). 
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ever removed in his bed by any other hand 5 and his Highnefs faid afterwards, that he 
believed M. Bentinck never flept-, for in fixteen days and nights, he never called once 
that he was not anfwered by him as if he had been awake (d). It is from this time we (d) Life of 
may date that intimacy, and particular afFeftion, which his Highnefs ever after ftiewed J^^Jfe 
to M. Bentinck, who, upon the Prince's recovery, was immediately feized with the fame 
diftemper, and it was attended with a great deal of danger j but however he recovered 
juft foon enough to attend his Highnefs into the field, where he was always next his per- 
fon and his courage and abilities equally anfwered the great opinion his Highnefs had 
of him, who ever found him an excellent counfellor and faithful fervant, and from 
henceforward employed him in his moll fecret and important affairs (*). In the year (*) Coiling 
1677, M. Bentinck was fent by the Prince of Orange into England, to folic it a match ^ voil" 5 " 
with the Princefs Mary, eldeft daughter of James, at that time Duke of York (after p. 3°* 
wards King James II. ), which was foon after concluded [B]. And in 1685, upon the 
Duke of Monmouth's invafion of this kingdom, he was lent over to King James to offer 
him his matter's afliftance, both of his troops and perfon, to head them againft the re- 
Hift R ofEng- bels(t), but, through a mifconftrucftion put on his meffage, his Highnefs's offer was re- 
iand*. jecfted by the King [C]. In the year 1688, when the Prince of Orange intended an ex- 

Lt a &. Ken " pedition into England, he fent M. Bentinck, on the Eledor of Brandenburgh's death, 
with his compliments to the new Eleftor, and alfo to lay before him the (late of affairs, 
to communicate to him his defign upon England, and to folicit his afliftance to put it in 
execution, &c. In this negociation M. Bentinck was fo fuccefsful, that he carried to his 
matter a more favourable and fatisfa&ory anfwer than the Prince had expefled ; the Elec- 
tor having generoufly granted even more than was afked of him (e). M. Bentinck had M Burnett 
alfo a great fhare in the glorious Revolution on which our prefent happy eftablifhment is Times, voiT" 
founded-, in which difficult and important affair, he fhewed all the prudence and foga- p- 757- 
city of the molt confummate and able Statefman. It was he that was applied to, as the 
perfon in the greateft confidence with the Prince, to manage the negociations that were 
let on foot, betwixt his Highnefs and the Englilh nobility and gentry, who had recourfe 
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[B] To folicit a match with the Princefs Mary, 
nvhich <vuas foon after concluded,'] The Prince of 
Orange had unbofomed himfelf on this delicate affair 
of his marriage to Sir William Temple, when his 
Highnefs was upon the point of opening the campaign 
the preceding year (2). Lord Dan by, however af- 
fures us (3), that it was not till May 1677, that this 
project was ripe enough to be communicated to King 
Charles, nor till at leaft two months after that his 
Majefty gave any hopes of his allowing any treaty 
about it ; and though the Prince fent M. Bentinck 
over into England about the beginning of June, to 
defire leave to make a journey thither as foon as the 
campaign was over, his Majefty civilly difcouraged 
it, by exprefling his wifhes that he would firft think of 
making a peace, and rather defer his journey till that 
was concluded. M. Bentinck was neverthelefs moll 
gracioufly received by the King (4), and mod cor- 
dially by the Lord Treafurer, and returned home 
with a promife that his Majefty would enter into a 
confidence with the Prince, and would fend over to 
him a perfon he coulirely upon to carry on the cor- 
refpondence between them (5). Accordingly the 
Prince came over to England in October following, 
and in lefs than a month after, his marriage with the 
Princefs Mary was folemnized. 

[C] But, through a mifconflruBion put on his meffage , 
his Highnefs'' s offer avas rejecled by the King.] The 
affair was this : The Prince of Orange, we are told 
by Bifhop Kennet (6), fent over his favourite, M. 
Bentinck, to acquaint King James, that though he 
looked upon the Duke of Monmouth to be a man of 
no great parts, yet that he had a warlike genius, and 
was better /killed in the military art than any the 
King had to employ againft him, and therefore if his 
Majefty pleafed, he would not only lend him his 
troops, but come in perfon to head his army. The 
fame offer had been before communicated to Skelton, 
the King's Minifter at the Hague, who was either fo 
jealous of the Prince, or fo malicious to him, that 
he gave the King notice of it with a wrong turn of 
fufpicion and fear ; fo that the King put off M. Ben- 
tinck with defiring him to acquaint his mafter, that 
their common intereft required the Prince's ftaying in 
Holland ; and farther opened his mind to him in fuch 
terms, as fufHciently difcovered that he did not take 
his Highnefs's zeal for his fervice to be at that time 
feafonable. Mr. Echard (7) follows the Bifhop ftep 
by ftep in this acftmnt, but with fome additional bit- 
ternefs ; for, according to him, Skelton looked on 
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the Prince as one of thofe Politicians whofe fteps are 
always fufpicious. Both copy after Father Orleans 
(8), who imputes his Highnefs's zeal on this occafion 
to his rage againft the Duke of Monmouth for aflum- 
ing the title of King, as he had juft done, and which 
he would have us believe was contrary to the agree- 
ment between them. However this be, M. Bentinck 
unfortunately had his audience at Whitehall on the 
very day that Monmouth was proclaimed at Taunton, 
which to be fure gave a difrelifh to his em b a fly, 
though he had alfo orders from the States of Holland, 
as well as from the Prince of Orange, to make a ten- 
der of whatever forces his Majefty mould have occa- 
fion for ; and it is but reafonable to think that both 
were fincere : for it was the real intereft of the States 
to fecure the friendfhip of the King ; and whatever 
diftant views the Prince had entertained, it was noto- 
rioufly his immediate concern to crufh as foon as pof- 
fible fo dangerous a rival as the Duke of Monmouth. 
Orleans, as Dr. Burnet tells the ftory (9), would 
have us believe that King James had formed a defign 
to get the Duke feized at the Hague, which the 
Prince having notice of, fent M. Bentinck to make 
his Grace acquainted with it, as alfo to furnifh him 
with money, and that Skelton actually feized certain 
papers at the Duke's houfe, after he was withdrawn, 
which contained pofitive proofs of the correfpondence 
which had been kept up between his Grace and M. 
Bentinck. He farther infinuates, that there was a 
fort of contract between the Prince and the Duke, by 
which the latter flood engaged to make a transfer of 
whatever conquefts he mould make to his Highnefs ; 
and that how little foever there was of the Politician 
in his Grace, he made fuch counter-profelTions to the 
Prince and his republican followers, with no other 
view than to deceive both. Others are of opinion 
(10), that the Prince was not the man impofed on, 
but that under his fliew of kindnefs to Monmouth 
there was nothing real ; that he looked upon him as 
one who ftood in his way to the Crown he had fo long 
aimed at, and was willing to be rid of him ; and ac- 
cordingly took his meafures for the ruin of the man 
he pretended to aid. But this, as well as the pre- 
tended correfpondence between the Duke and M. 
Bentinck, is all to be looked upon as the blaft of a 
malevolent faclion. The whole courfe of the Duke 
of Monmouth's expedition contains a fcries of proofs 
that he was a mere adventurer (and a very unfortu- 
nate one), without any alliance of any kind to fup- 
port him. 

to 
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to him to refcuc them from the danger they were in [D]. And he was two months con- 
ftantly at the Hague, giving the neceflary orders for the Prince's expedition, which was 
managed by him with iuch fecrecy, that nothing was fufpe&ed all the time; and never 
was fo great a defign executed in fo (tort a time, a tranfport fleet of 500 vefiels having 
been hired in three days (f). M. Bentinck accompanied the Prince in his expedition to 
England *, and after King James's abdication, during the interregnum, he held the firfl: 
place among thole who compofed the Prince's cabinet at that critical time, and that, in 
fuch a degree of fuper-eminence, as fcarcely left room for a fecond ; and we may be 
fure that he was not wanting, as far as his fervices could avail, in endeavouring to pro- 
cure the Crown for the Prince his matter [E] 5 who, when he had obtained it, was as for- 
ward on his part, in rewarding the faithful and fignal fervices of M. Bentinck, as the 
fequtl of his life will demonftrate. Immediately upon the Prince's acceflion to the Bri- 
tifih crown, M. Bentinck was made Groom of the Stole, Privy Purfe, firfl Gentleman of 
the Royal Bed chamber, and was the firfl: Commoner upon the lift of Privy-Counfellors ; 
and, to fit him for greater honours, was foon after naturalized by aft of Parliament (g) ; 
and, by letters patent bearing date the ninth day of April 1689, two days before the 
King and Queen's coronation, he was created Baron of Cirenceft^, Vifcount Wood flock, 
and Earl of Portland [F]. In the year 1690, the Earl of Portland, with many others 
of the Englifh nobility, attended King William to Holland, where the Earl afted as En- 
voy for his Majefty, at the Grand Congrefs held at the Hague the fame year (b) ; an 
aflfembly the mo ft honourable to the Englifh nation, that is any where to be read of [G]. 
In the year 1695, King William made this nobleman a grant of the lordfhips of Denbigh, 
Eromfield, Yale, and other lands, containing many thoufand acres, in the Principality 
of Wales, which being part of the Demefne thereof, the grant was oppofed, and . the 
Houfe of Commons addreiTed the King to put a flop to the pafling it, which his Majefty 
accordingly complied with, and recalled the grant, promifing, however, to find fome 
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[D] Who had rccourfe to him to re/cue them from the 
danger they were /«.] In the State Tracts of thofe 
times, there is a piece in titled, * A Memorial of the 

* Englifh Proteftants to their Royal HighnefTes the 
c Prince and Princefs of Orange, concerning their 

* grievances, and the birth of the pretended Prince 

* of Wales/ This was fent by exprefs to M. Ben- 
tinck, and addreffed to him to be communicated to 
the Prince and Princefs. It is without name or date, 
And thofe who fent it conclude their billet to M. Ben- 
tinck, with a compliment upon his fidelity to the 
Prince, and a hint, that he might hereafter know who 
they were. It is calculated to prove, that the people 
of England had a right to call upon their Highnefles 
for a fh fiance, and that their HighnefTes had an equal 
right to grant it. 

[E~\ He was not wanting, as far as his endeavours 
could avail, in endeavouring to procure the Crown for 
the Prince his mafter.] After the throne was declared 
vacant, upon King James's abdication, and the 
que Irion arofe who mould fill it, feveral confutations 
were held thereupon by many who formed themfelves 
into parties, and, among the reft, we find M. Ben- 
tinck labouring to procure the Crown for the Prince 
of Orange alone, as we learn from Bifhop Burnet, 
who, /peaking of Lord Halifax's project to compli- 
ment the Prince with the throne at the expence of the 
two Princefies, who were not to enjoy it till after the 
Prince's death, fays thus (11) : • How far the Prince 
« himfelf entertained this, I cannot tell ; but I faw 
4 it made a great impreffion upon Bentinck. He 

* fpoke of it to me, as afking my opinion about it, 
1 but fo that I plainly faw what was his own ; for 

* he gave me all the arguments that were offered for 
1 it, as that it was molt natural that the fovereign 

* power fhould be only in one perfon ; that a man's 

* wife ought only to be his wife; that it was a fuit- 

* able re turn to the Prince for what he had done for 

* the nation *. that a divided fovereignty was liable to 
« great inconveniencies ; and though there was lefs 

* to be apprehended from the Princefs of any thing 
4 of that kind, than from any woman alive, yet all 

* mortals are frail, and might at fome time or other 
' of their Jives be wrought on/ The Bifhop fays, he 
oppofed this very warmly, and ufed many arguments 
ngainfl it ; and adds, 1 We talked over the whole 

thing for many hours, till it was pretty far in the 
morninf . I few he was well inftructed in the ar- 
gument, and he himfelf was poffefled with it : So 
next morning I came to him, and defired my Conge. 
I would oppofe nothing in which the Prince feemed 
to be concerned, as long as I was his fervant ; and 
therefore I defired to be difengaged, that I might 
t>e free to eppofe this proportion with all the 


(13) Burnet,' 
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' flrength and credit I had (12)-' To this Mr. Ben- (i2)Burnet,iW # 
tinck replied, * That it was time enough for me to 
* do that when any ftep was taken, but till then, he 
1 wifhed I would ftay where I was.' 

As M. Bentinck was at this time, as it were, the 
Prince's fecond felf, we may conclude that his High- 
nefs was the prompter in this difcourfe ; and indeed 
by what follows, it appears pretty plainlv that he was 
fo : for we are told (13), that among other confuta- 
tions held in feveral places about thefe matters, there 
was one appointed at Mr. William Herbert's lodgings 
at St. James's, who was then ill of the Gout, and fo 
concerned at the great Favourite's urging it was bell 
to make the Princefs no Sovereign, and only a 
Queen- Con fort, that, rifing out of bed with earneft- 
nefs, he protected again ft ever drawing a fword on the 
Prince's fide, if he could have imagined him capable 
of fuch ufage to his wife. This fo alarmed and con- 
vinced M. Bentinck of the impoiTibility of obtaining 
a point, which even fo interefted a Courtier as Her- 
bert refufed to comply in, that in half an hour's time 
he brought them affurance from the Prince of his not 
infilling on it, and of his being content with a con- 
junctive Sovereignty, on condition he might have 
the fole adminiftration ; which laft they confented to, 
becaufe the Princefs defired it. 

[F] Was created Earl of Portland.] The ifle of 
Portland was firft dignified with the title of an Earl- 
dom in the perfon of Richard Wefton, created Earl 
of Portland by King Charles I., 1632 (14) ; in which 
family the title became extinct at the death of his fon 
Thomas, and was not revived again till now in the 
perfon of M. Bentinck, 

[G] An ajjembly the moft honourable to the Englijh 
nation that is any where to be read of] King William's 
favourite project, during his whole government both 
in Holland and England, was to humble the French 
King, who had rendered himfelf formidable not only 
to Proteftants, but even to all the Catholic Princes in 
Chriftendom. On this principle was formed the 
Grand Alliance, at the head of which was King Wil- 
liam, who had the pleafure to fee half Europe unite 
under his conduct:, and a Senate of Princes meet to 
affift his councils and fecond his wifhes. We need 
but mention the number of illuftrious perfons who 
met at the Hague upon this occafion, to form an 
idea of the fplendour of this afiembly, Befides two 
Electors of the Empire, there were near fixty foreign 
Princes, Landgraves, Dukes, Counts, Generals, ice. 
near twenty of the Englifh nobility, and Envoys from 
moft of the Kings and foreign Princes of Europe ; 
the whole forming a more glorious conftellation than 
any age can parallel (15). 


(14) Colliers 
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Vol. ii. 
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other wav of {hewing his favour to Lord Portland, who, he faid, had deferred it by long 
and faithful fervices and this promife the King foon after made good. There was 
fcarcely any thing that came under the confideration of Parliament during the reign of 
King William, that made fo great a ftir and noife as this affair of the grant to the Earl of 
Portland, and we have therefore given a more particular account of it in the notes [w]. 


( 1 6) Sprtch of 
an ancient Bri- 
tqn in Parlia- 
ment, againft an 
exorbitant 
Grant, &c. 
London, 1708. 
X 17) Rennet and 
OWmixon. 


[H] We have therefore given a more particular ac- 
tount of it in the notes.] In order to be acquainted 
with the nature of this Grant, and the reafons that 
occafioned its oppofition, we muft attend to the argu- 
ments made ufe of by the Gentlemen who oppofed 
it. Thefe were collected together, and printed in a 
pamphlet, under the title in the margin (16). Ac- 
cording to our H-iltorians (17), the Earl of Portland 
had begged of his Majefty the grant of thefe Lord- 
fhips, which he readily obtained, to him and his 
heirs for ever. The warrant for this Grant coming 
to the Lords of the Treafury, the Gentlemen of the 
county had notice of it, that they might be heard if 
they had any thing to object againft it. Accordingly 
feveral of them attended, and were heard before the 
Lord Godolphin, Sir William Trumbull, Sir Ste- 
phen Fox, and John Smith, Efq; Chancellor of the 
Exchequer ; when Sir William Williams, fon of a 
Divine of that country, alleged, * That thefe Lord- 

* mips were the ancient Demefnes of the Prince of 
( Wales ; that the Welfti were never fubjecl to any 
4 but God and the King ; that in the Statute for 

* granting fee-farm rents, there was an exception of 

* the rents belonging to the Principality of Wales, 

* which imported that the Parliament took thofe re- 

* venues to be unalienable ; that upon creation of a 

* Prince of Wales, there were many acknowledg- 
4 ments payable out of thofe Lordfhips ; and though 

* there was at pre fen t no Prince of Wales, yet he 

* hoped to fee one of the King's own body, Sec* 
Sir Roger Pulefton argued, * That the revenues of 

* thofe Lordmips fupported the governmenc of Wales^ 

* by paying the Judges and other officers their ftated 

* falaries ; and, if given away, there would be a 

* failure of juftice.' Mr. Price, a Lawyer of Here- 
fordlhire, afterwards made a Baron of the Exchequer, 
made a long and very warm fpeech againft the Grant. 
' He faid it was of a large extent, being five parts ir> 

* fix of a whole county, which was too great a power 

* for any foreign fubject to have ; that the people of 

* the country were too great to be fubject to any Fo- 

* reigner ; that there are fifty mean Lordfhips held 
4 under thofe manors, and above fifteen hundred 
' Freeholders ; that Courts were kept in all thofe 
4 Lordfhips in the King's name ; that all or molt of 

* the Gentry of that country were tenants fo the 
4 King, and fuitors to his Court, and thereby obliged 

* to the King by a double allegiance, their general 

* allegiance as fubjedls, and their particular allegi- 

* ance as tenants ; and if the King gave away one, it 

* was to be feared it would le/Ten the bounds of the 

* other, fince it is obfervable that interelt and pro- 
4 perty have an afcendant over duty ; that this reve- 
9 nuc belongs to the Prince of Wales, in failure of 
' whom it vefteth in the Crown, rather as an ufufrac- 
s ture than a property, till a Prince be created ; that 

* the King having only an eftate for life in pofleffion, 

* in the Crown, by the Aft of Settlement, how can 
1 he grant away the inheritance and abfolute fee of 
4 the Principality of Wales ? that it was not for the 
< King's honour or intereft that he daily gave away 
4 the revenues of the Crown, and what is more, the 
4 perpetuity of them to his foreign fubjefts, &c* 
When he had done fpeaking, the Lord Godolphin 
afked, If the Earl of Leicefter had not thofe Lord- 
fhips in grant to him in Queen Elizabeth's time ? To 
which Sir Robert Cotton anfwered, ' That the Earl 
' of Leicefter had but one of thofe Grants, which 

* was Denbigh ; that he was fo oppreffive to the 
4 Gentry of the country, that he occafioned them to 
1 take up arms and oppofe him, for which three or 
' four of his (Sir Robert Cotton's) relations were 

* hanged ; but it endqd not there, for the quarrel 
4 was ftill kept on foot, and the Earl, glad to be in 

* peace, granted it back to the Queen, fince which 

* it had always been in the Crown.' Lord Godol- 
phin then raid, they had offered many weighty rea- 
fons, which Ihould be reprefented to his Majefty. ■ 

From the Treafury the Gentlemen of Wales attended 
the Grant to the Privy-Seal, where their reafons and 


complaints were heard and received with great can- 
dour and impartiality, and the Grant was fuperfeded. 
But this did not content them : they muft have it re- 
called, and fo brought the affair into the Koufe of 
Commons by a petition figned by Sir Thomas Grof-> 
venor, Sir Richard Middleton, Sir John Conway, Sir 
Robert Cotton, Sir Roger Pulefton, Edward Vaugh- 
an, Efq; Edward Brereton, Efq; and Robert Price, 
Efq; the Gentleman before mentioned, who fpoke to 
it in Parliament, where he was a Member, in the 
fame ftyle as he had before in the Treafury. It can- 
not be amifs to give the reader the fubftance of this 
memorable fpeech, which was much taken notice of 
for fome very fevere reflections upon the Grant and 
Grantee. We fhall do this in as few words as pof- 
fible. . Among many other things, fays he, ' If I 
could conceive how the glory or grandeur of Eng- 
land was, or could be, upheld by a poor landJefs 
crown, and a miferable, neceflitous people, I could 
then be eafily perfuaded to believe that his Majefty" 
was well advifed to grant away all the revenues of 
the Crown, and that his Government would be 
thereby well fecured, and his people beft protected 
when they had little or nothing left. But I am 
fure they were not Englifh, but foreign Politicians, 
who might revere the King, and yet hate his 
people : That the Kings of England always reigned 
beft when they had the afte&ions of their fubjefts, 
of which they were fecure, when the people were 
fen fible the King was entirely in their intereft, and 
loved the Englifh foil as well as the people's money r 
Sec. 

« The great Lordfhips of Denbigh, Bromfield, and 
Yale, in the county of Denbigh, for fome centu- 
ries have been the revenues of the Kings of Eng- 
land and Princes of Wales, and contain thirty miles 
in extent ; the prefent rents to the Crown are but 
ioooI. per annum, befides reliefs, mizes, waftes„ 
eftreats, perquifites of Courts, and other contingent 
profits ; there are alfo great profitable waftes of 
feveral thoufand acres of rich and valuable mines, 
befides other great advantages a mighty favourite 
and great Courtier might make : That they had 
found, that not only the three Lordmips, but near 
3000 1. per annum of their ancient inheritance was 
exprefsly granted ; fo that if all had been prefented 
that was comprized in the Grant, it had been a 
very noble Royal gift, worth at leaft 100,000 1. 
nor was that Grant for any fhort time to this noble 
Lord, but to him and his heirs for ever ; and yet 
not much to the advantage of the Crown, having 
only a refervation of fix lhillings and eight-pence a 
year, to the King and his fucceffors. 
* Thefe Royal dominions in moft reigns have been 
attacked by great and powerful favourites : for in 
the reign of Queen Elizabeth, fome of them were 
granted to fome of her creatures, but attended with 
fo many law-fuits and general diftradtions, that the 
Queen interpofed, and the Freeholders gave large 
compofitions for their peace, the Queen confirming 
their eftates by a Charter. In the fourth year of 
King James the Firft, thefe Lordfhips were fettled 
on his heirs, Kings of England ; but his fervants 
got fome Grants of moft part of that revenue, which 
proved fo vexatious and troublefome to the country, 
that the Freeholders came to another compofition, 
and gave 10,000 1. for their peace, and had another 
Charter of confirmation of their rights, and for 
fettling of their eftates, tenures, &c. which was 
confirmed in Parliament in the fifth of King Charle 1 
the Firft. In the late reign (however calumniated) 
there were many and great applications made for 
Grants of fome Lands of thefe Lordmips, which 
were always rejected as too powerful for a fubjeft. 
If part were fo, what would the whole be ? 
' Hiftory and Records tell us, that the Grants of 
thefe Lordfhips have ever been fatal either to the 
Prince or Potentate ; the one either lofing his 
Crown, or the other his head : 'Tis therefore dan- 
gerous meddling with fuch ominous bounties. 

■ Then 
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Tt was to this nobleman, that the horrid pk 
1695, was firft difcovered ; anci his Lordlhi 


1 There is a great duty lies upon the Freeholders 

* of thefe Lordfhips on the creation of the Prince of 

* Wales ; they pay a-fine of 800 1. for mizes, which 
J is fuch a duty, fervice or tenure, that is not to be 

* fever'd from the Prince of Wales; and it will be 

* very difficult to find how this tenure can be made 

* reconcileable to this noble Lord's Grant. If we 

* are to pay thefe mizes to this noble Lord, then he 

* is quaji a Prince of Wales, for this duty was never 
€ paid to any other ; but if it is to be paid to the 

* Prince of Wales, and to this noble Lord too, then 
€ are we doubly charged ; but if it be to the Prince 
1 of Wales when he has no Royalty left in that do- 

* minion, and not to this noble Lord (who by this 

* Grant is to have the whole Lordfhips), it relates a 

* repugnancy in the tenure of our eftates. 

■ Far be it from me to fpeak any thing in deroga- 

* tion of his Majefty's honour, or care for us. It 

* cannot be expedted he mould know our laws, who 
t is a ftrangcr to us, and we to him, any more than 

* we do his counfels (which I wifh we did), I mean 
f thofe of his now immediate advifers and Minifters, 
c through whofc hands this Grant did pafs, by ad- 

* vifing the King to grant what by law he could not. 

* Theie Counfellors and Minifters are guilty of the 

* higheft violation of the laws and liberties of Eng- 

* land, and ilrike at the very foundation of fuccef- 
€ fion, and tear up the Bill of rights and privileges 

* by the root. It was their province and duty to 
c have acquainted the King of his power and interert, 

* that the ancient revenues of the Crown are facred, 

* and unalienable in the time of war and people's ne- 

* cefllties. 

* The Commons of Englandalways entertained an 
9 honourable jealoufy of their Prince, when they per- 
c ceived their expences at home or abroad, or their 

* gifts or boons to favourites, to be too large and ex- 

* orbitant. When our Princes entertained Foreigners 

* of their council and chief advifers, the people of 

* England were reftlefs and uneafy till they were re- 

* moved out of the King's prefence, nay out of the 

* nation ; and in Hiftory and Parliament are many 

* inftances of this, where great men (favourites) pro- 

* cured to themfelves too large a proportion of the 

* Royal revenues. How can we hope for happy 

* days in England, when this great Lord and the 

* other Foreigners, though naturalized, are in the 
' Englifh, and alfo in the Dutch councils. If thefe 

* Grangers, though now confederates, mould be of 
« different interefts, to which is it to be fuppofed 
< thefe great foreign counfellors and favourites would 

* adhere ? I mail make no fevere remark upon this 

* great man, for his greatnefs makes us little, and 

* will make the Crown both poor and precarious. I 

* defire redrefs rather than punilhment : therefore I 

* mail neither move for an impeachment againft this 

* noble Lord, nor for the banifhment of him ; but 

* mall only beg that he may have no power over us, 

* nor we any dependance upon him. I therefore 

* move, that an addrefs be made to his Majefty to 
4 flop the Grant that is parting to the Earl of Port- 

* land, of the Lordfhips of Denbigh, Bromneld, and 

* Yale, and other lands in the Principality of Wales, 

* and that the fame be not granted but by confent of 
' Parliament.' 

This bold fpeech made fo great an imprertion, that 
Mr. Price's motion was carried by unanimous con- 
fent, and on January the 22d the following addrefs 
(which fhews the juft fenfe the Commons had of the 
vaft importance of thefe Grants to the Crown, and 
the ill confequences of feparating them therefrom) 
was prefented to the King by the Speaker, attended 
by the whole Houfe. 

* May it pleafe your Moft Excellent Majefty, 

* \S7'E your Majefty's molt dutiful and loyal fub- 

* jec"ls, the Knights, Citizens, and BurgefTes 
r in Parliament aflembled, humbly lay before your 
1 Majefty, that whereas there is a Grant parting to 

* William Earl of Portland and his heirs, of the ma- 
' nors of Denbigh, Bromrleld ajid Yale, and divers 
f other lands in the Principality of Wales, together 
1 with feveral eftates of inheritance, enjoyed by many 
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: for alTaffinating King William, in the year 
(, by his wife counfel and indefacigable zeal, 

was 

f of your Majefty fubjetts by virtue of ancient Grants 
' from the Crown. 

; That the laid m.mors, with the large and ex- 
( tenfive regalities, powers, and jurifdi&ions to the 
1 fame belonging, are of great concern to your Ma- 
1 jelly and the Crown of this realm ; and that the 
1 fame have been ufually annexed'to the Principality 
' of Wales, and fettled on the Princes of Wales for 
r their fupport; and that a great number of your 
1 Majefty's fubjects in thofe parts hold their eftates 
c by Royal tenure, under great and valuable compo- 
' fitions, rents, Royal payments, and fervices to the 
e Crown and Princes of Wales ; and have by fuch te- 
c nurc great dependance on your Majefty and the 
■ Crown of England ; and" have enjoyed great privi- 

* leges and advantages with their eftates under [belt 
f tenure. 

' We therefore moll humbly befeech your r\Jajefty 
c to put a ftop to the parting this Grant to the Earl of 
1 Portland, of the faid manors and lands ; and that 
' the fame may not be difpofed from the Crown, but 
f by confent of Parliament ; for that fuch Grant is in 
c diminution of the honour and in be reft of the Crown, 
' by placing in a fubjecl fuch large and extenfive roy- 
1 alties, powers, and jurifdifUons, which ought only 

* to be in the Crown, and will fever that dependance 
4 which fo great a number of your Majefty's fubje&s 
c in thofe parts have on your Majefty and the Crown, 
6 by reafon t>f their tenure, and may be to their great 

* oppreflion in thofe rights which they have purchafed, 

* and hitherto enjoyed with their eftates- ; and alfo 
t an occafion of great vexation to many of your Ma- 

* jelly's fubjects, who have long had the abfolute in- 

* heritance of feveral lands (comprehended in the 
4 faid Grant to the Earl of Portland) by ancient 

* Grants from the Crown.' 

To which his Majefty was pleafed to return this 
anfwer. 

Gentlemen, 
e y Have a kindnefs for my Lord Portland, which 
4 J_ ne nas deferved of me by long and faithful fer- 

* vices : but I fhould not have given him thefe lands 
1 if I had imagined the Houfe of Commons could 
1 have been concerned ; I will therefore recall the 
1 Grant, and find fome other way of fhewing my fa- 

* vour to him.' 

It muft be owned that the Grant of thefe parcels of 
the Principality of Wales was unadvifedly, or ill ad- 
vifedly, done ; and the Lord Portland was blamed 
by the King's friends for procuring it of his Majefty. 
The difafl'eclcd called him in derifion our new Prince 
of Wales ; and hence the oppofition made thereto 
was extremely juft and noble, in thofe whofe only 
views were the faving thoie lands from alienation : 
yet, if it had been carried on with more temper and 
moderation (we might fay decency), it had gained a 
more general applaufe. But Mr. Price's great zeal 
for his country tranfported him beyond the bounds of 
decency, and his angry fpeech favours much of party- 
pique and difcontent, and fhews him to have been 
no hearty friend to the Revolution. 

It was not long after King William recalled thefe 
Grants, before his Majefty found means to make Lord 
Portland others, in recompence for the revenues of 
the Principality of Wales, viz. a Grant of certain 
buildings in Whitehall for forty-five years, at the 
rent of fix fhillings and eight-pence ; a Grant of the 
manor of Grantham in the county of Lincoln, Ho- 
nour of Penrith in the county of Cumberland, manor 
of Dracklow and Rudneth in Chefliire, manor of 
Torrington in Norfolk, manors of Partington, 
Briftol- Garth, Homfey, Thwing, Burnilley, and 
Leven in the county of York, all^ parcel of the an- 
cient revenue of the Crown of England; the manor 
of Peven fey in the county of Suftex, parcel of the 
duchy of Lancafter, and all the lands and tenements, 
Sec. thereunto belonging, to hold to his Lordihip and 
his heirs ; and alio his Majefty's manor of Eaft-Grcen- 
wich in the county of Kant, under the rent of 4I. 
13 s. 4d. a year. There was alfo granted to his 
3 1 Lcrdrhip 
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was very inftrumental in bringing to light the whole of that execrable fcheme [/]. The 
fame year another affair happened, in which this noble Lord gave fuch a fhining proof of 
the ftridteft honour and integrity, as has done immortal honour to his memory. The 
Parliament having taken into confideration the affairs of the Eaft-India company, who, 
through miimanagement and corrupt dealings, were in danger of lofing their charter, 
ftrong incereft was made with the members of both Houfcs, and large fums properly 
diflribuced, to procure a new eftablifhment of their company by Aft of Parliament (/). 
Among thofe noblemen whofe intereft was neceffary to bring about this affair, Lord 
Portland's was particularly courted, and an extraordinary value put upon it, much be- 
yond that of any other Peer for he was offered no lefs than the lum of 50,000 pounds 
for his vote, and to ufe his endeavours with the King to favour the defign. But his 
Lordlhip, poffeffed of a greatnefs of foul that placed him above corruption, treated this 
injurious offer with all the contempt and indignation it deferved, telling the perfon em- 
ployed in it, that if he ever fo much as mentioned fuch a thing to him again, he would 
for ever be the company's enemy, and give them all the oppofition in his power. This 
is an inflance of public fpirit not often met with, and did not pafs unregarded ; for we 
find it recorded in an eloquent fpeech of a worthy member of Parliament, who took oc- 
cafion to relate this noble aftion to the Houfe of Commons, much to the honour of Lord 
Portland (k). It was owing to this nobleman, that the Banquetting- Houfe at Whitehall 
was faved, when the reft of the Palace was deftroyed by fire (*). Going on thus in a 
courfe of honour and profperky, his Lordlhip, in February 1696, was created a Knight 
of the moft noble Order of the Garter, at a chapter held at Kenfington, the Sovereign 
and ten Knights being prefent, and was inllalled at Windfor on the twenty fifth of March 
169% at which time he was alfo Lieutenant-General of his Majefty's forces (/) : for his 
Lord (hip's fervices were not confined to the cabinet ; he likewife diftinguifhed himfelf in 
the field on feveral occafions, particularly at the battle of the Boyne, battle of Landen, 
where he wss wounded (w), fiege of Limerick, Namur, &c. As his Lordlhip thus at- 
tended his royal matter in his wars both in Ireland and Flanders, and bore a principal 
command there, fo he was honoured by his Majefty with the chief management of the fa- 

where, beiides the perfon he expected, he found a 
ftranger waiting for him, who told him he had an 
affair of very great importance to communicate to Jus 
Lordlhip, and going clofe up to him, without further 
ceremony thus bluntly accofted him: ' Pray,, my 

* Lord, perfuade the King to ftay at home to-mor- 

* row, for if he goes to hunt he will be murdered.* 
He then confirmed Filher's account of the plot, but 
infilled, as a condition of his farther difcovery, that 
he mould not be made ufe of as an evidence. He 
added, that his name was Pendergrafs, and that as 
his bufinefs required all poflible difpatch, he thought 
he could not make his addrefs to a perfoir that would 
be more careful than his Lordlhip, who left no means 
unattempted to perfuade Pendergrafs to name the 
confpirators, which he re/ifted with an invincible 
conftancy. When the Earl came to Kenfington, 
which, notwithilanding all the hafte he could make, 
was very late, he found the King was retired, and 
had given the neceffary orders for hunting the next 
day, and even the frefli confirmation he received of 
the confpiracy to murder him, could fcarcely alter 
his refoliuion ; and it was with great difficulty that 
his Majeity was at laft overcome by Lord Portland's 
repeated importunities. At length the number of 
difcoverers increafmg, and their accounts all agree- 
ing, his Majeity began to take fome care of his 
fafety ; and he defired Lord Portland and Sir William 
Trumbull, Secretary of State, who likewife had 
fome difcoveries made to him, to enquire ftridly into 
the progrefs and circumltances of the defign. But 
this did not fucceed ; the two principal difcoverers, 
Pendergrafs and La Rue, ftill peremptorily refufing 
to name the confpirators, which might have been of 
fatal confequence if Lord Portland had not found out 
the happy expedient to prevent it, by perfuading his 
Majefty to give himfelf the trouble of examining them 
feparately in his clofet, but before witnefles, that if 
they mould be brought to enter into particulars, it 
might fcrve to convia the criminals when they fhould 
be brought to trial (20). This good advice the King 
followed, and having examined Pendergrafs # before 
the Earl of Portland and Lord Cutts, and La Rue 
before the fame Earl and Brigadier Lcvifon, fucceeded 
fo well, that the informers being no longer able to 
refift the awful, but perfuafive eloquence of injured 
Majefty, gave a very particular and circumftantia! 
account of the whole affair, and difcovered the names 
of all the confpirators, which entirely fruftrated their 
hellifh intrigues and defigns. 

mous 


Lord (hip all the little remainder of the fee-farm 
rents, worth, to be fold, above 24,0001. which laft 
Grant was afterwards vacated by the faid Earl (18). 

Though Lord Portland was fufFered to poflefs thefe 
Grants quietly during King William's reign, yet 
there was an attempt in the next reign to have them, 
and other Grants of King William, recalled, in a 
pamphlet publifhed in 1703, intitled, ' The Exor- 

* bitant Grants of William the Third examined and 

* queftioned : fhewing the nature of Grants in fuc- 
1 ceffive and elective Monarchies ; and proving by 
' Law and Hiftory that Crown-lands are inalienable, 

* that refumptions were common all the world over, 
1 and that where a Prince hath no hereditary title, he 

* can make no hereditary right ; and that Kings fet 
1 up by Parliament can difpofe of no lands but with 

* confent of Parliament, which renders William the 
1 Third's Grants totally void.' This pamphlet is 
addrefled to Queen Anne, and is declared in the De- 
dication to her Majefty, that it is intended to bring 
back thofe valuable brfnehes of the revenue, which 
her predeceflbr had lopt from the Crown. It is a 
very bold piece, and makes very free with King Wil- 
liam, falling foul on his mifcarriages, even in the 
dedication. How it was received we know not, but 
the attempt proved vain and fruitlefs. 

[/] And his Lordjhip by his wife counfel and indefa- 
tigable zeal, was 'very inftrumental in bringing to light 
the whole of that execrable fcheme.} The perfon who 
firft difcovered the confpiracy to Lord Portland, was 
one Captain Fifher (19), one of the confpirators. 
His firft opening of the plot to his Lordfhip was only 
five days before it was to have been executed. He 
gave the Earl an account not only of the deHgn itfelf, 
but alfo of the manner in which it was to have been 
executed, but peremptorily refufed to tell the names 
of the actors, which made the King, when Lord 
Portland told him of it, conclude that it was only a 
ftory invented to affright him with a falfe alarm ; 
and fo his Majefty, notwithstanding Fifher's ftory, 
gave orders for hunting on the very day appointed by 
the confpirators for the execution of their bloody de- 
fign, and he could not have avoided the blow had it 
not been for a fpecial aft of providence : for the very 
next day before it was to have been committed, Fe- 
bruary the 14th, Lord Portland, as he was returning, 
from vifiting his daughter the Countefs of Eflcx, to 
Kenfington, where the Court then was, very luckily 
recollected that he had appointed a perfon to come to 
him upon bufinefs that evening in town ; fo he 
turned back again to his lodgings at Whitehall, 
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mous peace of Ryfwick ; having, in fome conferences with the Marfhal Boufflers, fettled 
the moft difficult and tender point, and which might greatly have retarded the conclufion 
of the peace [K], This was concerning the difpofal of King James ; the King of France 
having folemnly promifed, in an open declaration to all Europe, that he would never lay 
down his arms till he had reftored the abdicated King to his throne, and confequently 
could not own King William, without abandoning him. Not long after the cOnclufion 
of the peace, King William nominated the Earl of Portland to be his Ambaflador Ex- 
traordinary to the Court of France ; which honour, though it raifcd the envy of thofe 
who were jealous of the extraordinary favour and affeftion fhewed to this nobleman, yet 
was juftly due to him, for the (hare he had in bringing about the glorious treaty of 
Ryfwick ^ and the King could not have fixed upon a perfon better qualified to fupport 
the high character he had given him, with the greateft dignity and magnificence. Be fides, 
the French in general had a great opinion of his Lord (hip's capacity and merit; and no 
Ambaflador was ever fo refpetted and care fled in France as his Lordfliip was, who, on 
his part, filled his employment with equal honour to the King, the Britifh nation, and 
himfelf, the magnificence of his public entry into Paris, oucftiining what had ever been 
beheld at that gaudy Court fince the Duke of Buckingham's entry, when he went to de- 
mand the Princefs Maria Henrietta in marriage for King Charles I. (n) A more parti- ^ o Con ^^. 
cular account and defcriprion of this moft fplendid and famous embafly of Lord Port- p.^JJ? 
land's, may perhaps be worthy the reader's notice, and we have therefore given it in the 
note [Z,]. According to the Hiftorian cited in the margin (<?), the Earl of Portland went ^o^tioni, 

on P . 39 . 


[AT] Having, in fome conferences with M. Boufflers, 
fettled the mofi tender point, &c] King William wifely 
confidering that the ufual formalities of folemn nego- 
tiations were no fmall hindrance to their progrefs, 
and finding that more time was likely to be loll in 
this treaty than was confident with the urgency of 
the affair, his Majefly refolved to ftiorten as much of 
it as related to himfelfj by a quicker way of negoti- 
ating, and to commit his perfonal interefts, and thofe 
of his dominions, to the arbitration and management 
of the Earl of Portland on his Majefty's part, and M. 
Boufflers on the part of the French King. Accord- 
ingly, the confederate army being encamped at 
Cocklebergh, near BrufTels, and the French not far 
from thence, the Earl of Portland having received 
the King's commands and inftruclions, demanded as 
(zi) Complete from himfelf, according to Riihop Kennet (21), a 
Hiftory, p. 737. pHvate interview with M. Boufilers, which being 
readily granted, though other accounts make M. 
(22) HJft. Eu- Boufflers the fir ft mover in this interview (22), the 

Eunlet 7 Vol V tW ° ^ enera * s metj J une IO > l ^97* N. S. at an equal 
zoo* ' " Pittance from their refpedlive camps, attended each 
by the fame number of guards, and accompanied by 
feveral officers of note. This preliminary conference 
was fcon after followed by three others, at the laft of 
which, July 26, the two Negociators, after they had 
been fome time together in the open field, retired 
into a houfe in the fuburb of Halle, and in an hour 
adjuiled feveral points that the Plenipotentiaries at 
Ryfwick would not perhaps have agreed upon in a 
year. The Earl of Portland told Dr. Burnet himfelf 

[ a 5)Burner, (23), that the fubjeifl of thefe conferences was con- 
cerning King James ; that King William defired to 
know how the King of France intended to difpofe of 
him, and how he could own King William, and yet 
fupport the other; and it was faid, that the Earl of 
Portland infilted that King James and his family 
fhould be fent out of France, which M. Boufflers 
would not yield to, nor would the King of France 
renounce the protecting him by any article of the 
treaty : fo it was at laft agreed between them, that 
the King of France mould give him no afliftance, nor 
give King William any difturbance on his account, 
and that he fliould retire from the Court of France, 
either to Avignon or Italy ; that his Queen mould 
have 50,000 1. a year, which was her jointure fettled 
after King James's death, and that it mould now be 
paid her, he being reckoned as dead to the nation ; 
and in this the King very readily acquiefced. Thefe 
differences being adjuiled, the treaty went on with 
much greater difpatch. On the 2d of Auguft Lord 
Portland and M. Boufflers figned the paper they had 
drawn up fome few days before, whereupon his Ma- 
jefty left the army, and difpatched the Earl of Port- 
land to the Hague, to acquaint the congrefs, c that 
4 as for what concerned his Majefty and his king- 

* doms, all things were fo adjufted with France, as 

* would occafjon no delay in the general peace ; and 
i therefore he earneftiy pre/fed the other allies, and 


* particularly the Emperor, to contribute all that in 

* them lay, towards concluding fo great a work.' 
The French were fo little pie a fed with this treaty. 

that they made very fevere reflections on their Pleni* 
potentiaries, and lampooned them publicly all over 
the kingdom, whilft the refolution and wifdom of 
King William were univerfally celebrated and ad- 
mired. One of the beft writers at that time in France 
faid, 4 The towns delivered up at the treaty of Ryf- 

* wick, the enemy would not have taken in twenty 

* years time (les en em is n'eujjent pas reprifes en <vingt 
' ans de terns) .* The fame author, fpeaking of King 
William's chufing the Earl of Portland to confer 
with M. Boufflers, fays, * King William, who knew 

* how to take advantage of every thing, knew well 
1 that the Earl of Portland had at leaft as good a 
' head as M. Boufflers and indeed the French 
themfelves had a much higher opinion of his Lordlhip 
than of their own Minifter : for the account publifhed 
in France of the negociations between thofe two Mi- 
nifter s, fays, that Lord Portland having fent a trum- 
peter to M. Boufflers to defire a private interview, 
without any mention of bufinefs, it was confented to; 
and that the Earl having propofed to him to remove 
fome differences there, which would require too long 
a time at Ryfwick, the Marftial fent to know the 
King of France's pleafure, whofe great defire for 
peace made him approve of the Earl's propofal, 
' without confidering what advantage that Lord might 

* have over the Marlhal in a fuperior genius.' The 
account then mews the inconveniency of putting the 
Earl of Portland upon a level with a Marfhal of 
France : that it was true indeed that the King had 
raifed Boufflers from a Cadet of Picardy to the dig- 
nity of a Duke, Peer, Marfhal of France, and 
Knight of his Order ; and fo King William had 
raifed Lord Portland from a Gentleman of Guelder- 
land to an Earl and Peer of England, and Knight of 
the Order of .the Garter. But then there was this 
difference ftill, that the one commanded an army, 
which the other never did ; be fides there was alfo 
that to be faid, that the French King had never 
owned King William. Be this as it will, the Mar- 
fhal de Boufflers valued himfelf not a little upon his 
negociations with Lord Portland ; and the writer of 
his Life pays a great compliment to that Lord, when 

he fays (24), ■ two things had helped to fpoil Bouf- ^ j yj ede 

* Hers, namely, the Marlhal's ftaff, and his confer- Boufflers, 
1 ences with the Lord Portland ; for fince his nego- 

1 ciations with that great Minifter, he thought him- 

* felf capable even of the moft important employ- 
' ments, and believed that the peace had been more 
( advantageous for France, if it had been left folely 
c to his management.' 

[L~\ And we have therefore given it in the ncte!\ 
The Earl of Portland fet out on his embafly die 10th 
of January, and in eleven days reached Paris, having 
in his way thither been received with moft extraordi- Life of 
riary marks of refpeft (25). The gun? were every King William, 
3 where Vol. iii. p. 336. 
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on this embaffy with reluctance, having been for fome time alarmed with the growing fa- 
vour of a rival in King William's affeftion, namely, Keppel, afterwards created Earl of Al- 
bemarle, 


where fired, companies of foldiers drawn up in feve- 
ral places through which he patfed, and others were 
appointed for his guard ; the ofricers waited upon his 
Lordlhip, and the Magiftrates made him their com- 
pliments, and brought him prefents. Three days 
after his Lordfhip's arrival at Paris, he was magnifi- 
cently entertained at fuppcr by the Duke de Gram- 
mont, with the Marfhals de Villeroy and Boufflers, 
the Dukes of Valentinois, Clcrembault, and Ro- 
quelaure, Count Tallard (whom the French King 
had named to the embafTy in England), and feveral 
other perfons of the firft rank and quality in France ; 
and the next day he was admitted to a private audi- 
ence of the King, Dauphin, Dukes of Eurgundy, 
Anjou, and Berry, and the reft of the Royal Familv, 
by all of whom he was received with fingular marks 
of kindnefs and diftinction, and afterwards enter- 
tained at dinner by the Marquis de Torcy, Secretary 
of State for foreign affairs. The 9th of March, N. S. 
being the day appointed for his Lordfhip's public en- 
fe6) ttitf. of trv (26 ', he went privately in one of his own coaches 
lurr^e, 1709. tQ R am bouiliet, the place from whence Embaffadors 
ufually make their entry, as did all the Englifh gen- 
tlemen in theirs. Upon his arrival there, the Prin- 
ces of the Blood fent their coaches, and a Gentleman 
in each, to compliment his Excellency ; as did like- 
wife the foreign Minifters and Envoys then in France, 
and at three in the afternoon came the Marfhal de 
Boufflers, who was appointed by the King to receive 
and accompany the Lord EmbafTador in his public 
entry, to the grandeur of which the Marfhal contri- 
buted all he could, being himfelf extremely fond of 
pomp and pageantry, and confcquently omitted no- 
thing upon this occafion that might heighten his own 
grandeur, and do honour to the King his matter, of 
which his Majefty was very fenfible, and well knew 
he could not have chofe any one fo properly qualified 
for that purpofe. It may not be amifs to relate a 
very fingular inftance of the Marfhal's vaft profufe r 
nefs and prodigality, and which perhaps is not eafily 
iSrifciii P aralleled (27)* The King, this prefent year 1698, 

having ordered a camp to be formed at Compeigne, 
as was pretended, in honour of his grandfon the Duke 
of Burgundy, he appointed the Marfhal de Boufflers 
to command it under that young Prince ; and his 
Majefty, who knew he was a perfon that would even 
ruin himfelf to maintain the dignity conferred on 
him, made him a prefent of 50,000 crowns before he 
marched, though the camp was to continue only three 
weeks, which fum the King thought pretty reasonable 
for fo fhort a time. But the Marfhal, who affected 
to appear like the great Turenne, in regarding no- 
thing but his glory, and defpifing wealth, lived after 
fuch a prodigious rtte in the camp, that twice that 
large fum fcarcely excufed him. He kept five tables, 
noon and night, all equally ferved, and abounding 
with the greateft rarities and niceties in the kingdom. 
He had above an hundred principal cooks, befides 
great numbers of others who ferved under them ; 
thofe who worked in the morning taking their reft in 
the afternoon. He had an infinite number of car- 
riages in the field to bring his provifions, and two for 
ice only, which was brought from Parts every day. 
He had purveyors not only in that city, but in all 
the great towns within twenty- five leagues of the 
camp. 

But to return to our embaffy. His Excellency the 
Earl of Portland, accompanied by the Earl of Weft- 
moreland, the Lords Cavendifh, Raftings, Pafton, 
Woodftock (his Excellency's fon), Lord Raby, Mr. 
Prior, Secretary of the embaffy, Mr. Fielding, Mr. 
Boyle, and feveral other gentlemen, proceeded to 
make his public entry in the following order : The 
Marfhal Boufflers* coach, with his Pages on horfe - 
back, and his Gentleman of the Horfe before it, his 
fervants in rich liveries went about thirty paces before 
the reft ; then came one of the King's meffengers, his 
Excellency's fecond Gentleman of the Horfe, twelve 
fumpter horfes very richly caparifoned, and led by 
twelve Grooms on horfeback ; his Excellency's firit 
Gentleman of *he Horfe, followed by twelve Pages 
on horfeback, and fifty-fix Footmen, all clothed in 
exceeding rich liveries ; the King's coach, in which 
were the Lord EmbafTador, the Marfhal de Boufflers, 


Monfieur Bonneville, Introductor of Embaffadors, 
and the Earl of Weftmoreland ; the Dutchefs of Bur- 
gundy's, Duke of Orleans's, and Madame's coaches, 
and thofe of the reft of the Princes and Princeffes of 
the Blood in their order, in which were their own 
Gentlemen of the Hdrfe, and the Englifh Noblemen 
and Gentlemen, their Footmen all in his Excellency's 
rich liveries, walking by the coaches ; then came his 
Excellency's magnificent body coach empty, drawn 
by eight horfes, before it two Swiffers on horfeback, 
and at the portals two fervants on foot in his Lord- 
fhip's livery, and two Gentlemen on horfeback ; the 
fecond and third coach with eight horfes, his Excel- 
lency's chariot with fix, another coach with eight, 
another chariot with fix ; in thefe coaches were Gen- 
tlemen who immediately belonged to his Excellency's 
family. The whole proceflion was clofed by the 
coaches of M- de Torcy, Secretary of State, and M. 
Bonneville. Thus did this fplendid cavalcad.e pro- 
ceed to the Hotel, a houfe referved for the entertain- 
ment of foreign Embaffadors, through multitudes of 
fpectators, who were aftonifhed at the grandeur and 
opulence of the Englifh nation. Being arrived at the 
Hotel, the Marfhal de Boufflers, after a fhort ftay 
with his Excellency, took his leave, and foon after 
the Duke D'Aumont came from the King with a 
compliment to his Excellency, and the ufual compli- 
ments were made from the Princes and Princeffes of 
the Blood. 

Two days afterwards his Excellency was admitted 
to his firft public audience at Verfailles, whither he 
was conducted in the fame manner as at-his entry, and 
was received with the utmoft grandeur. In the firft 
court of the palace the Foot-guards were drawn up, 
the French on one fide, the Swiffers on the other, the 
drums beating, colours flying, and the officers falut- 
ing with their hats. In the fecond court, the guard 
called Hoquelous were ranged, all the coaches Went 
in, and his Excellency alighted at the chamber of 
Embaffadors, and all his retinue. After a fhort ftay 
here, M. Bonneville informing his Excellency that 
the King was ready to receive him, he proceeded to 
his audience. The Marquis Blainville, Great Mafter 
of the Ceremonies, received his Excellency at the 
foot of the great ftairs, which were lined with the 
Swifs guards, and conducted him to the guard-cham- 
ber, at the entry of which he was received by the 
Captain of the guard in waiting, and thence con- 
ducted to the King's bed-chamber, which was filled 
with perfons of the higheft quality. According to 
Bifhop Kennet (28), it was a diftinguifhing mark of ( 2 g) Compf* 
honour that his Excellency was admitted to his audi- Hift. 
ence in the King's bed-chamber, and even within 
the rails round the bed, where the King flood, with 
the three young Princes his grandfons, and the Count 
de Thouloufe, Duke d'Aumont, and Marfhal de 
Noailles (29). His Excellency having made his (29) Hift. of 
fpeech, covered, and delivered his credentials, the Europe, 1709.- 
King anfvvered him in very obliging terms, both in 
relation to his Royal Mafter and himfelf. His Ex- 
cellency then prefentcd the Englifh Noblemen and 
Gentlemen to the King, and retired ; after which he 
had audience of the Dauphin, and all the reft of the 
Royal Family, and was, together with his retinue, 
entertained at, dinner at feveral tables, and in the af- 
ternoon was conducted back to Paris with the fame 
ceremonies as at his coming ; the whole performed 
with the greateft order and regularity, as well as 
magnificence. The whole French Court, not only 
in imitation, but by exprefs direction of the King, 
mewed his Lordfhip molt fingular marks of honour 
and refpect. He was entertained by the Princes of 
the Blood and Grandees of the Court, and in his 
turn entertained them ; and 'tis obfcrvable (30), that Co mp!. 
his Lordfhip was attended in all the vifits he made by Hift. 
the fame numerous and fplendid train as at his pub- 
lic entry (31) ; and the magnificence of his table was (31) Ibid. 
anfwerable to the grandeur of his attendance and 
equipage, his Lordlhip fcldom dining without the 
company of thofe of the firft rank in "the kingdom, 
who admired the plenty, elegance, and order of his 
entertainments. There is a circumftance mentioned 
by one of our Hiftorians (32), in irfelf immaterial, (3*) Oldmixon. 
and of no other concern than as it ferves to ihew that 
2 this 
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be marie, a Dutchman, who had alfo been Page to his Majefty. And, fays our author (*) . p r Iot ' 5 Ne " 
4 his jealoufy was not ill-grounded ; for Albemarle fo prevailed in Lord Portland's ab- 
1 fence, that he obliged him, by fevgral little affronts, to lay down all his employments, 
4 after which he was never more in favour, though the King always fliewed an efteem for 
c him/ Bifhop Burnet (p) gives this account of the affair : That the Earl of Portland 
obferved the progrefs of the King's favour to the Lord Albemarle with great uneafmefs : 
they grew to be not only incompatible, as all rivals for favour mud: be, but to hate and 
oppofe one another in every thing ; the one (Lord Portland) had more of the confidence, 
the other more of the favour. Lord Portland, upon his return from his embafly to 
France, could not bear the vifible fuperiority in favour that the other was growing up to *, 
fo he took occafion, from a fmall preference given Lord Albemarle in prejudice of his 
own poft, as Groom of the Stole, to withdraw from Court, and lay down all his em- 
ployments- The King ufed all poffible means to divert him from this refolution, but 
could not prevail on him to alter it : He, indeed, contented to ferve his Majefty ft ill in 
his ftate affairs, but would not return to any poft in the houfchold. This change, fays 
Bifhop Kennet (<?), did at fir ft pleafe the Englifii and Dutch, the Earl of Albemarle hav- 
ing cunningly made feveral powerful friends in both nations, who, out of envy to Lord 
Portland, were glad to fee another in his place-, and it is faid (r), that Lord Albemarle 
was fupported by the Earl of Sutherland and Mrs. Villiers to pull down Lord Portland : 
however, though the firft became now the reigning favourite, yet the latter, fays Bifhop 
Kennet, did ever preferve the efteem and affection of King William : though the fame 
author had before faid, that Lord Albemarle was become entire mafter of the King's con- 
fidence. But King William was a Prince of another fort of genius, than are thofe 
Princes who are governed by favourites. He was his own Minilter in all the greater 
parts of government, as thofe of war and peace, forming alliances and treaties, which, 
in the main, were the effefts of his own knowledge and experience, and he knew well 
the merit of thofe he employed in his fervice. We have before feen, that even by the 
acknowledgment of the French, enemies to Lord Portland and his friends, His Lordfhip 
was fuperior in capacity to M. de Boufflers, then a leading man at the Court of France ; 
and there was no Minifter of State then in Europe, whofe character was more than equal 
to Lord Portland's, in policy and negotiation. King William was fenfible of this, and, 


(r) MackeVs 
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(33) Compl. 


■(34) 


this noble Lord, though not an Engliftiman born, 
yet had the honour and credit of England as much at 
heart as if he had been a native of it, and indeed 
fupported its dignity better than any Englifh Embaf- 
fador at the Court of France, either before or after 
him. c His Excellency, fays our author, had fre- 

* quently furloins of Englifh beef fent him from 

* Dover, which being landed at Calais, were dif- 
' patched thence by mefTengers on purpofe, to come 

* frefh to Paris. This he did for the honour of 
' England. He had alfo large quantities of the fineft 

* Hereford fnire cyder and Burton ale, which were fo 

* fine, that the Cuftom-houfe officers on the Seine 

* faid it was Fin d'Efpagne, Canary, and would have 

* feized it if it had not belonged to his Excellency.' 
'Tis eafy to imagine what a mortification it mufl 

have been to the abdicated King and his Court at St. 
Germain's, to hear what extraordinary honours were 
paid to the Minifter and favourite of the Prince who 
filled the throne he vainly called his. During the 
Earl of Portland's flay in France there was a review of 
the troops of the houfehold, at which the King, Dau- 
phin, young Princes of France, King James, and his 
fon, the titular Prince of Wales, and divers perfons 
of quality, were prefent ; and likewife the Earl of 
Portland, not knowing that King James and his fon 
would be there- This latter, by his father's direc- 
tions, endeavoured to join converfation with the Lord 
Woodftock ; but the Earl of Portland his father, 
feeing his defign, ordered his fon to avoid him, as he 
himfelf did all thofe that belonged to the Court of St. 
Germains, and King James himfelf did all he could 
to engage Lord Cavendifh. and the other Englifh 
Noblemen to accoft him, but they all imitated the 
Earl of Portland (33). 

In the beginning of May, King William having 
appointed the Earl of Jerfey to fucceed Lord Portland 
as Embaflador Extraordinary to France, his Excel- 
lency had firft his public, and then private audience 
of leave of the King and all the Royal Family (34). 
The King fent his Lordfhip the ufual prefent of his 
pjfture fet with diamonds, but with this difference, 
that the ftones were worth three times as much as is 
common in the like gifts. Betides which, his Ma- 
jelty prefented the Earl with all the It amps and prints 
engraved at the Louvre, contained in twelve large 
volumes in folio ; in return for which his Excellency 
made the King a prefent of nine very fine Englifh 

Vol. II. 


horfes (35). On the 28th of June his Excellency 
left Paris, and went to Chantilli, a houfe belonging 
to the Prince of Conde, where he was entertained in 
a grand manner till the nth, when he took leave of 
his Highnefs, and proceeding on his journey, arrived 
at Kenfington on the 19th. Thus ended this famous 
embafTy, the expence of which, according to the 
French account (36), was only 100,000 crowns ; but, 
according to our own Hiftorians (37), almoft three 
times that fum, 80,000 1. and one of them writes 
(38), that he has been informed Lord Portland was 
25,000 1. out of pocket more than his allowance for 
the charge of the embafTy, and that his Lordfhip was 
never reimburfed it, but rightly adds, that he will 
not anfwer for the truth of this. Salmon fays it coft 
KingWilliam near 150,0001. (39) However this be, 
it is certain the money that was fpent upon this occa- 
fion was to very little purpofe ; and Mr. Prior might 
well fay, as he does (40), that this embafly was ra- 
ther a matter of ceremony than bufinefs, the Earl of 
Portland, with all his endeavours, having been able 
to obtain nothing for the advantage of his Royal 
Mafter. His Lordfhip had it in his inftruclions, to 
infift upon the removal of the late King James to a 
farther diftance from the Court of France. This de- 
mand King James concluded would be complied 
with, and was preparing to retire to Avignon ; but 
Lewis XIV. would not liften to the propofal, though 
Lord Portland offered in King William's name, to 
give King James and his Queen an honourable pen- 
fion, and eafe the French King of 50,000 Louis d*ors 
a year, which he allowed King James, betides fmaller 
pentions and appointments to his followers, amount- 
ing in the whole to a very great fum (41). From 

hence it appears how ill the French King obferved his 
engagements with King William, it having been ex- 
prefsly agreed in the conferences between Lord Port- 
land and Marfhal de Bouffiexs (42), ' that the King 

* of France ihould give King James no afliftance, and 

* that he fhould retire from the French Court, either 

* to Avignon or Italy ;' which the French King now 
abfolutely refufed Lord Portland to comply with ; and 
King William now faw he could not obtain any 
thing by remonflrances, which he had neglected to 
ftipulate in the treaty of Ryfwick : but this is not to 
be wondered at, when we reflect how fhort a time 
that treaty itfelf was found binding in its moll mate- 
rial articles. 
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ns fuch a Miniftcr, Lord Portland never loft ground in the good opinion and cftcem of 
his mafter, though poffibly he might in his affection or pcrfonal love : for the affeftions 
and pafiions of Kings are variable as other men's, and confequcntly the Situation of fa- 
vourites is very precarious ; and there have been very few inftances of thole, who could 
boaft a reign fo quiet and undifturbed, as never to iuffer any interruption or diminution 
of their Prince's favour. Kings fee with other men's eyes, and hear with other men s 
ears, and there are never wanting thofe about a Court, who endeavour to traduce that 
virtue in others, which they cannot, or will not, imitate themielves. The Earl of Albe- 
marle had been in his Maiefty's for vice from a youth, was defcended of a noble family in 
Guelderland, attended King William into England as his Page of Honour, and being a 
young Lord of fine addrefs and fweet temper, with a due mixture of heroifm, it is no 
wonder his Majefty took pleafure in his converfation in the intervals of ftate buhnefs, and 
in making his fortune, who had fo long followed his own-, which, however, was not 
making him mafter of his confidence, as the Hiftorian fays. Bifhop Burnet (s) fays, it & ft ?7*- Q|w 
is a difficult matter to account for the reaibns of the favour fhewn by the King, in the Timet, v 0 uii. 
hiaheft degree, to thefe two Lords, they being in all refpefts, not only of different, but ***** 
of°quite oppofite charaders fecrecy and fidelity being the only qualities in which they 
' did in any fort agFee. Lord Albemarle was very cheerful and gay, had all the arts of a 
Court, was civil to all, and procured favours for many but was fo addi&ed to his plea- 
fures that he could fcarcely fubmit to attend on bufinefs, and had never yet diftinguifhed 
himfelf in any thing. On the other hand, Lord Portland was of a grave and fedate dif- 
pofition, and indeed, adds the Bifhop, was thought rather too cold and dry, and had 
not the art of creating friends ; but was indefatigable in bufinefs, and had diftinguifhed 
tt) Bid. himfelf on many occafions (t). With another author, a pretty cenforious one (a), his W^****' 1 * 
Lordfhip has the charafter of carrying himfelf with a very lofty mien, yet was not proud, ^ t ^XLk 
nor much beloved nor hated by the people. But it is no wonder if the Earl of Portland Scotch Nobility 
was not acceptable to the Englifh nation. His Lordfhip had been for ten years entirely p ' 2 ' 
trufted by the King, was his chief favourite and bofom-friend, and the favourites of 
Kings are feldom favourites of the people. On the contrary, they are generally objefts 
of national jealoufy, and oftentimes of public hatred : and as it muft be owned that King 
William was immoderately lavifh to thofe he perfonally loved, of whom Lord Portland 
was the moft diltinguifhed inftance, no doubt but his Majefty's extraordinary bounties 
and honours heaped upon this nobleman, raifed much envy, and created him many ene- 
mies : for the amafling of wealth, and aggrandizing a family, are in themfelves iufficienc 
to render a Minifter and Favourite unpopular. But as long as Hiftory has not charged 
his memory with failings that might defervedly render him obnoxious to the public, there 
can be no partiality in attributing this nobleman's unpopularity partly to the above rea- 
ibns, and partly to his being a foreigner, for which he luffered not a little from the envy 
and malice of his enemies, in their Speeches, Libels, &c. of which there were fome, le- 
velled, as well againft his royal patron King William, as againft his Lordfhip, that were 
filled with reproaches and reflections, not only fevere, but fcandalous in the higheft de- 
gree, and the titles as well as contents of which are therefore be ft concealed. Wefhall 
only obierve farther, that the fame averfion to foreign favourites foon after (hewed itfelf 
againft Lord Albemarle, who, as he grew into power and favour, like Lord Portland, be- 
gan to be looked upon with the fame jealoufy ; and when the King gave him the order of 
the Garter, in the vear 1700, we are told {w) it was generally difliked, and his Majefty, to ( W j cample* 
make it pais the better, did at the fame time confer the like honour on Lord Pembroke voUH^ ^T*' 
^ (an Englifh nobleman of illuftrious birth). Yet it was obferved, that few of the nobility °' m ' P ' 7 3 * 
graced the ceremony of their inftallation with their prefence, and that many fevere reflec- 
tions were then made on his Majefty, for lavifhing away a Garter on his favourite (x) : (x) ibid* 
( y ) Prior's Nc- and another writer fays (y), the King loft many friends by his attachment to Lord Albe- 
Vfaw P " marie ; and that the creating him Knight of the Garter, gave a general difguft to the nobi- 
lity. The King had for a long time given the Earl of Portland the entire and abfolute go- 
fx) Mackey's vernment of Scotland (z) ; and his Lordfhip was alfo employed, in the year 1698, in the 
Memoirs, P . 63. new negodation fet on foot for the fuccefTion of the Crown of Spain, called by the name 
of the Partition Treaty, the intention of which being fruftrated by the treachery of the 
French King, the treaty itfelf fell under fevere cenfure, and was looked upon as a fatal flip 
in the politics of that reign ; and Lord Portjand was impeached by the Houfe of Commons, 
in the year 1700, for advifing and tranfadling it, as were alfo the other Lords concerned 
with him in it. As his Lordfhip had fo confiderable a fhare in this memorable tranfadlion, 
it cannot be amifs to give a more particular account of it, as to its defign and occafion, as well 
as the extraordinary and unufual method of proceeding of the Houfe of Commons, againft 
Lord Portland, and the other impeached Lords, for their fhare therein. For this, lee the 
note [Mj. This fame year, Lord Portland was a fecond time attacked, together with 

the 

^ [Af ] For this fee the Note.'] The Treaty of Par- to make King William come the more readily into it, 
tition is faid to haffe been firft projected by the famous that Lewis endeavoured to dazzle his Majefty's eyes 
Count Tallard, and to have laid the foundation of his by the extraordinary reception he gave to his Embaf- 
Km William ^ uture fortunes (43) : But the firft propofal of it was fador, and the marks of eiteem and affe&ion which he 
p. "3V 1 ^ * ma . ( * e ky the French King himfelf to Lord Portland, ftiewed him in feveral letters; for, after the peace of 
while he was in France ; and ft was probably in order Ryfwick, that Monarch's thoughts were wholly turned 

4. upon 
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the other favourite, Lord Albemarle, by the Houfe of Commons, when the affair of the 
difpofal of the forfeited eftates in Ireland was under their confideration. It appearing, 
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upon fecuring in his own family the fucceflion of the 
Spanifh monarchy, the King of Spain having no iffue, 
and his death being daily expected ; and, on the other 
hand, King William was no lefs bent upon preventing 
any fuch fucceflion from taking place (44) . The French 
King, to accomplifh his ends, kept up a very con- 
fiderable army, and made all the neceflary preparations 
for fending out great numbers of men of war and 
gallies, in order to feize upon Spain as foon as the 
prefent Monarch was dead; and it happened that 
King William's whole forces at this time amounted but 
to feven thoufand men. Thus was the French King 
left in a condition to execute almoft any thing. It 
was in his power to take poffeffion of the whole Spa- 
nifh monarchy in the various parts of the world, before 
any Prince but the Emperor, whom he had little rea- 
fon to fear, could oppofe him. It was, therefore, no 
wonder that King William was prevailed upon to 
Men to a propofal for dividing thofe dominions, and 
thereby preventing the Spanifh monarchy, with all 
its dependencies, from falling into the hands of 
France. His Majefty, it is faid, entered into this 
project by the advice of Lord Portland, and, being 
then in Holland, fent over to England to Lord Somers 
for his advice in this important affair, defiring him to 
fend over the full powers under the Great Seal, to 
treat with Count Tallard, who had made fome propo- 
rtions to his Majefty in pcrfon ; but withalj enjoined 
inviolable fecrecy to Lord Somers, who foon after fent 
the King a com million under the Great Seal, and like- 
wife fome advice about the affair, which his Majefly 
however did not flay to receive ; for before its arrival, 
Auguil 29, N, S. (45) a treaty was concluded, and 
figned by the Earl of Portland and Sir Jofeph William- 
fon on the part of England, Count Tallard on the 
part of France, and by eight Plenipotentiaries of the 
States General, to this purport : That in cafe the King 
of Spain mould die without iflue, the Kingdoms of 
Naples and Sicily, with the places then depending 
upon the Spanifh monarchy, fituate on the coafl of 
Tufcany, or the iflands adjacent, the marquifate of 
Final, the Province of Guipufcoa, feveral towns, and 
all places on the French fide of the Pyrenees, and 
other mountains, with all the mips and gallies, &c. 
fhould be given to the Dauphin in confideration of his 
right (46) : That the Crown of Spain, and the other 
kingdoms and places, both within and without Europe, 
mould defcend to the Electoral Prince of Bavaria; and 
that the dutchy of Milan fhould be allotted to the Arch- 
duke Charles, the Emperor's fecond fon (47). This 
treaty was not long in force ; for the Electoral Prince 
of Bavaria, appointed fucceflbr to the King of Spain, 
died in February following, upon which Lord Port- 
land foon after began to treat about a new partition in 
favour of the Archduke Charles. The Earl of Jerfey 
was fent into France on this occafion, and he and 
Lord Portland were joined in a commiflion by his Ma- 
jefty, as his Plenipotentiaries, for concluding a new 
Partition Treaty (48), which was done in Mrach follow- 
ing ; the conditions of which were, I. That Spain, 
Flanders, and the Weft-Indies, which by the former 
treaty had been allotted to the Prince of Bavaria, 
fhould devolve to the Archduke Charles, the Empe- 
ror's fecond Son. II. That Naples and Sicily, with 
the reft of the Spanifh provinces on the coafl of Italy, 
i$t* mould be afligned the Dauphin. III. ThatLor- 
rain mould be annexed to France, the dutchy of Milan 
conferred on the Duke of Lorrain, and the county of 
Bitfche on the Prince of Vaudemont. King William 
and the States had certainly no other view in this 
treaty but to eftablifh the peace and tranquility of Eu- 
rope, and to form a barrier in the Netherlands for the 
fecurity of the United Provinces; to which end this 
treaty might feem to be made at a very critical junc- 
ture, though by the treachery of the French it had 
another effect, they havi ng very different defigns, which 
they clandeftinely carried on ; and while they were 
amufing King William with the Partition Treaty, were 
labouring by all manner of means to pave the way 
to the Spanifh throne for a Prince of the Houfe of 
Bourbon ; for which pnrpofe they procured a Will 
from the dying King, figned the 2d of October, N. S. 
whereby he confiituted the Duke of Anjou, fecond 
fon to the Dauphin, his univerfal heir, in default of 


ifTue, and made other provifions for continuing the 
fucceflion. This memorable Will was the contrivance 
of the Marquis d'Harcourt, and Cardinal Portecarrero, 
and the King furvived it but barely a month, dying 
on the ill of November. The French King feemed 
at firft doubtful whether to accept this Will, or obferve 
the Treaty of Partition ; but this was only a feint, for 
he did not long waver in his refolution. On the 1 6th 
of November the Duke of Anjou was declared King 
of Spain at the French Court, and proclaimed at 
Madrid on the 24th of the fame month, notwith- 
standing the Pope and the Emperor protefted againft 
this ftep ; and the Englifh and Dutch Minifters like- 
wife reprefented, that it was not agreeable to the 
Treaty of Partition fo lately figned. Thus was the de- 
fign of the Partition Treaty entirely defeated, and that 
which was intended to preferve the public tranquility, 
was now cenfured as the fole occafion of breaking it. 
The Parliament began to fhew their difapprobation of 
it, and the fecrecy with which it was tranfacted. The 
Houfe of Peers, March 20, 1700, in an addrefs, re- 
prefented to his Majefty the ill confequence of it to 
the peace and fafety of Europe ; for that, befides the 
occafion it might have given the late King of Spain to 
have made his Will in favour of the Duke of Anjou, 
if the treaty had taken effect, the prejudice to his Ma- 
jefty and his fubjects, and indeed to all Europe, by the 
addition of Sicily, Naples, feveral ports of the Medi- 
terranean, dutchy of Lorrain, CSV. had been not only 
very great, but contrary to the pretence of the treaty 
itfelf, which was to prevent any umbrage that might 
have been taken, by uniting fo many ftates and do- 
minions under one head : That this treaty was never 
confidered in any of his Majefly's councils, and there- 
fore they befeeched his Majefty, that he would for the 
future be pleafed to admit, in all matters of importance, 
the advice of his natural-born fubjects, whofe known 
probity and fortunes might make him ard his people a 
juft aflurance of their fidelity to his fcrvice ; and that 
in order thereto, he would be pleafed to conftitute a 
council of fuch perfons, to whom his Majefty might be 
pleafed to impart all affairs, both at home and abroad, 
which might any ways concern him and his domi- 
nions : for intcreft and natural affection for their coun- 
try would incline them to wifh the welfare and pro- 
fperity of it, much more than others who had no fuch 
ties upon them, and their experience and knowledge 
of their country, would alfo render them more capable, 
than ftrangers, of advifing his Majefty in the true inte- 
reft of it, &c. It is pretty plain againft whom this ad- 
drefs was defigned. The Commons, likewife, ad- 
dreffed his Majefty againft the Treaty, and cenfured 
the negociating it without the advice of the Parlia- 
ment or Privy- Council. As things now feemed ad- 
vancing to a crifis, and the Lord Portland faw him- 
felf fo vifibly ftruck at in the Lords addrefs, and 
feared the impending ftorm might fall too heavy on 
him, he got the King's leave to communicate the 
whole matter to the Houfe (49) : where, being foon 
after charged with negociating the faid treaty, his 
Lordfhip faid in his excufe, that he had not concluded 
the treaty alone ; for, befides Lord Jerfey, who was 
joined with him in the negociation, he had likewife, 
by the King's order, acquainted fix of his chief Mi- 
nifters with it, who were the Earls of Pembroke and 
Marlborough ; the Lords Somers, Lonfdale, Halifax, 
and Orford ; and Secretary Vernon ; to which thofe 
Peers replied, that they did acknowledge they had 
feen the rough draught of the treaty, but that the 
Earl of Portland had drawn it up himfelf in French, 
and they had never given nor refufed their con fent to 
it, becaufe the treaty was never communicated to the 
Privy-Council. Many warm fpeeches were made upon 
this occafion, reflecting upon the Court; and the 
Houfe of Commons were fo angry, and their debates 
ran fo high, that more than one of their Members 
broke in upon common decency and^ good manners. 
Mr. How particularly faid, the Partition Treaty was a 
felonious treaty, and compared it to the diftribution of 
other mens goods among highwaymen. At length, 
April the iff, they came to a refolution, f That Wil- 
f liam Earl of Portland, by negociating and concluding 
* the Treaty of Partition, which was deftructive to the 
« trade of this kingdom, and dangerous to the peace 

* of 


(49) Burner, 
Vol, ii, p. 267. 


2,2.0 


B E N T I N C K. 


upon enquiry, that the King had, among many other grants, made one to Lord Wood- 
ftock (the Earl of Portland's fon) of 135,820 acres of land ; and to Lord Albemarle 

two 


■ of Europe, was guilty, and Ihould be impeached of 
4 high crimes and mifdemeanors and they ordered 
Sir John Levifon Gower to go up to the Lords, and at 
their bar to impeach the faid Earl, and to acquaint 
their Lordfhips that they would in due time exhibit 
articles againft him. They then defired a conference 
with their Lordfhips, at which they defired their Lord- 
fhips to communicate to them what information they 
had received of any tranfaction relating to the Parti- 
tion Treaty, particularly of fome tran factions between 
Lord Portland and Mr. Secretary Vernon : Where- 
upon their Lordfhips delivered to them the two Latin 
com millions of powers, granted to the Earls of Port- 
land and Jerfey, for negociating the faid treaties ; and 
alfo a private paper of the Lord Portland's, which he 
had given in himfelf to the Houfe, and which mews 
that it was with fome reluctance his Lordfhip engaged 
in this troublefome affair. It runs thus : ' At the be- 

* ginning of the Summer of the year 1699, when I was 

* in Holland at my country-houfe, and when the King 
' would have me be concerned in the negociation of 

* this treaty, being very unwilling to meddle with 

* bufinefs again, from which I had retired ; before I 

* would engage myfelf, I advifed with my friends in 

* Holland, and writ into England to Mr. Secretary 

* Vernon, as my particular friend, whether it was ad- 
€ vifable for me to engage in bufinefs again ? To which 

* Mr. Vernon anfwered in fubftance, that this would 

* engage me but for a little while ; that I being 

* upon the place, and generally acquainted with the 

* foreign Minifters, it would be eafier for the King, 

* and properer for me to be employed in it than any 
€ body elfe, who muft otherwife be fent for on pur- 

* pofe.* The Commons then proceeded to impeach the 
Lords Orford, Somers, and Halifax; and, not content 
with this ftep, on the 23d of April they addreffed his 
Majefty to remove the Earl of Portland, and the other 
impeached Lords, from his councils and prefence for 
ever. His Majefty could not but be very uneafy at 
this fevere dealing with his Counfellors and Minifters ; 
when he knew the error, if any, was only an error 
of judgment, and that rather of his own, than of 
thofe employed by him. But by the courtefy of Eng- 
land our Kings are underftood to do nothing but by ad- 
vice, and confequently their Minifters are fuppofed to 
be anfvverable for their mifdeeds. The King kept his 
temper, and only anfwered, that he would employ 
none in his ferviee, but fuch as mould be thought moil 
likely to improve a mutual truft and confidence between 
him and his Parliament. But as the names of thofe 
Lords ftill remained in the council, it might be judged 
the King did not intend to grant their requeft. Such 
an addrefs had never gone along with an impeachment 
before. The Commons, indeed, had begun fuch a 

(qo) Burnet, practice in King Charles the Second's time (50), where 
Vol. i. p. 259. they difliked a Minifter, but had not matter to ground 
an impeachment on, and fo took this method of making 
an addrefs again ft him ; but to come with an addrefs 
after an impeachment, was a new attempt : this was 
punifhing before trial, contrary to an indifpenfible rule 
of juftice, of not judging before the party is heard. 
The Peers of England behaved with great prudence and 
good affection at this critical juncture. They were 
alarmed at the addrefs of the Commons, and looked 
upon it to be an ill precedent for perfons to be cenfured 
before they were tried. Befides, it made their ju- 
dicature ridiculous, when, in the flrft inftance of an 
accufation, application was made for a cenfure, and a 
very fevere one; for few mifdemeanours could deferve 
(51) Ibid, a harder fentence (51). For this reafon the Lords 

thought proper to interpofe with this counter-addrefs 
to the King ; that the Commons having impeached 
the Lords Portland, &c. and defigned to exhibit par- 
ticular articles againft them, and make good the fame, 
they defired his Majefty would be pie a fed <not to pa fs 
any cenfure upon thofe Lords, till they were tried upon 
the faid impeachments, and judgment was given ac- 
cording to the ufage of Parliament, and the laws of 
the land. Thus matters refted till the 5th of May, 
when the Commons not having given in articles of 
impeachment againft the Lords, the Houfe of Peers 
began to think th^i their Members had been impeached 
by the Commons, without a ferious intention of 
profecuting the charge againft them : they therefore 
fent a meffage to the Commons, to remind them that 
2 


there were yet no articles preferred againft the im- 
peached Lords. This extorted from them articles 
againft Lord Orford, and foon after againft Lord 
Somers ; and on the 24th of the fame month, the 
Lords fent another quickening meffage to the Com- 
mons, and after that another ; reprefenting to them, 
that after impeachments had fo long depended, it was 
a hardship to the perfons concerned, and not agreeable 
to the ufual methods of Parliament in fuch cafes ; and 
prefled them to make good their impeachments againft 
Lord Portland and Halifax. This occafioned a 
breach between the two Houfes, the Commons in- 
filling upon it, that they, as profecutors, were proper 
judges when articles of impeachment ought to be 
brought up, and would not proceed fafter than they 
thought fit. But the truth is, the Commons being 
defective in their proofs (52), were not forward to Bvncf 
profecute this accufation, and the majority of them be- v 0 ], ji # p , a L 
gan to wifh they had never entered upon this unto- 
ward affair. In ihort, they found their impeachments 
muft come to nothing : for that they had not the ma- 
jority in the Houfe of Lords to judge in them as 
they Ihould direct ; and therefore they had before re- 
folved on a fhorter way to fix a fevere cenfure on the 
impeached Lords, by addrefling to have them re- 
moved from the King's councils for ever ; and their 
impeachments were only for form fake, and to give 
a colour to that addrefs ; for they really intended to 
let the matter fleep, thinking that what they had al- 
ready done had fo marked thofe Lords, that the King 
could not employ them any more, which was the chief 
end of their proceedings. At a conference between 
the two Houfes, the Lord Haver ill am having caft fome 
reflections upon the Commons impeachments, they 
now made this a plea for their delay refufing to pro- 
ceed till they had received fatisfaction for the affront 
offered by that Lord, which was no more than his 
having faid, that it was a plain demonftration that 
the Commons thought thefe Lords innocent, fince 
there were feveral Lords equally guilty, whom the 
Commons left at the head of affairs near the King's 
perfon, to do what mifchief they were inclined to. 
The Commons having fent up a charge againft Lord 
Haverftiam for this fpeech, that Lord, in his anfwer 
thereto, juftified what he had faid, and further in- 
flfted, that the impeachment againft Lord Portland 
could not have reference to any other treaty than that 
of 1699, the treaty of 1698 not being before the 
Houfe of Commons till after the impeachment, and 
that the Commons had fhewn themfelves partial, and 
even unjuft, in proceeding againft the impeached Lords, 
while they f uttered the Earl of Jerfey, who actually 
figned the faid treaty of 1699, as a Plenipotentiary with 
the Lord Portland to ftand unimpeached, and to con- 
tinue at the head of affairs, as likewife Mr. Secretary 
Vernon, Sir Jofeph Williamfon, C5r. who were en- 
gaged in the fame transactions. The Commons 
having exhibited articles againft Lord Halifax (but 
none againft Lord Portland), the Peers fent ano- 
ther me ft age, to put them in mind of their im- 
peachment againft Lord Portland ; and finding they 
would not proceed to try the other impeached Lords, 
the Peers themfelves refolved to try them, which 
they did, and acquitted them ; and alfo difiniffed 
the charge againft Lord Haverlham, and the im- 
peachment againft Lord Portland, there having been 
no articles exhibited againft him. Bifhop Burnet 
tys (53), that the forbearance of the Commons ( K ,)UiJ p.iiu 
to frame articles againft Lord Portland was repre- 
fented to the King as an expreflion of their re- 
fpect to him, which, if true, fhews that Lord Port- 
land was yet in great favour with his Majefty. The 
arbitrary, and, indeed, unjuft proceedings of the 
Commons, put the nation into a high ferment, the 
generality of people difliking their behaviour, a bold 
teftimony of which was given in the Kentifh pe- 
tition delivered to the Houfe of Commons ; and af- 
ter that, a ftill more daring affront was offered them 
by the famous Memorial, called by the name of the 
Legions Letter, faid to be written in the names of 
200,000 people. This confifted of complaints of a 
great number of unlawful and unwarrantable prac- 
tices of the Commons, and among the reft were thefe 
following, which may ferve to (hew the fenfe of the 
people in general upon the late meafures. 

I. « Ad- 
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I. ' Addrefling the King to difplace his friends upon 
bare furmifes, before the legal trial, or article 
proved, is illegal, and inverting the Law, and ma- 
king execution go before judgment, contrary to the 
true fenfe of the Law, which efteems every man a 
good man, till fomething appears to the contrary. 

II. ' Delaying proceedings upon capital impeach- 
ments, to blall the reputation of the perfons without 
proving the fact, is illegal and oppreflive, deitructive 
to the liberty of Englishmen, a delay of juftice, and 
a reproach to Parliaments. 

III. * Suffering faucy and indecent reproaches upon 
his Majefty's perfon to be publicly made in the 
Houfe, particularly by that impudent fcandal of 
Parliaments, John How, who faid openly, That bis 
"Majefty bad made a felonious treaty to rob bis neigh- 
bours ; infinuating, that the Partition Treaty (which 
was every way as juft as blowing up one man's 
houfe to fave another's) was a combination of the 
King to rob the Crown of Spain of its due. This is 
making a Billingfgate of the Houfe, and fetting up 
to bully your Sovereign, contrary to the intent and 
meaning of the freedom of fpeech which you claim 
as a right, is fcandalous to Parliaments, undutiful 
and unmannerly, and a reproach to the whole 
nation/ 

There appeared about this time a pamphlet (53), 
written by Dean Swift, upon the fubjedt of thofe 
impeachments; in which there are thefe reflec- 
tions : c For a few popular orators, fays he, upon 

* the fcore of perfonal pique, or to employ their pride 

* in feeing themfelves at the head of a party, or as a 

* method of advancement; for fuch men, I fay, when 

* the State would of itfelf be quiet, and has be fides 

* affairs of the greater! importance upon the anvil, to 

* impeach Miltiades (LordOrford) after a great naval 

* victory, (La Hogue) for not purfuing the Perfian 

* fleet ; to impeach Ariftides (Lord Somers) the Perfon 

* moll verfed among them in the knowledge and prac- 

* tice of their laws, for a blind' fufpicion of his acting 

* in an arbitrary manner ; to impeach Pericles after 

* all his fervices (Lord Halifax) for a few paltry ac- 

* counts; or to impeach Phocion (Lord Portland) for 

* no other crime but negotiating a treaty for the peace 

* and fecurity of his country ; what could the conti- 

* nuance of fuch proceedings end in, but the utter 

* difcouragement of all virtuous aftions and perfons, 

* and confequently the ruin of a State ?' It was cer- 
tainly an impolitic thing in the Parliament to put 
fuch an affront upon King William's councils, at a time 
when they ought in a more fpecial manner to have 
fupported the credit and authority of them, fince he 
mult neceffarily be at the head of the next confederacy 
that appeared, as he was at the laft ; and when the 
re trofpe cling the affair of the Partition Treaty could be 
of no fervice to the common caufe, but was fure to 
obftruct and weaken it. But it feems pretty plain, that 
this affair was fet on foot purely by a fpirit of party and 
perfonal pique again ft thofe Lords (*), fince the others 
equally concerned with them were not queftioned. 
There are few profecutions of this kind, but there is 
a great deal of private pique, intereft, and refentment, 
mixed with views of public good. The impeached 
Lords were the chiefs of the Whigs, and had long 
reigned at Court without controul; and the Tories 
who fucceeded them had a view perhaps of preventing 
them from returning to their ports, as well as of bring- 
ing them to juftice for negotiating the Partition Treaty. 
Bifhop Burnet fays (54), it was the effect of the in- 
fluence and intrigues of France, which had fet all its 
engines at work to involve us in fuch difficulties and 
contentions at home, as fhould wholly takeoff our at- 
tention from affairs abroad; or, however, if it was 
not the effect of French direction, it was at leaft the 
animofity of a party, to ruin thofe* who had ferved the 
King faithfully (55), and to difcourage others from 
engaging fo far in his interefts as thofe Lords had 
done. 


*#* [W e ^° not ^ nc *' * n tne c °U e &i° ns °f State 
Papers, lately published by Sir John Dalrymple and 
Mr. Macpherfon, fuch a number of materials, rela- 
tive to the Earl of Portland as might, perhaps, have 
been expected. In Dalrymple's Memoirs, there is a 
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letter front the Prince of Orange ,to Monf. Bentinck, 
reprefenting the reafons why he could not comply 
with James the Second's requeft, of giving the com- 
mand of the fix Englifh regiments in the Dutch fer- 
vice to the Earl of Carlingford (a Papift) ; and de- 
firing Monf. Bentinck to make this reprefentation 
directly to the King (56). The fame Hiftorian in- 
forms us, that he had feen an original letter from the 
Earl of Portland to William the Third, after the peace 
of Ryfwick, in which his Lordfhip acquaints that 
Monarch, that, according to his orders, he had of- 
fered a penfion of 50,000 pounds a year to King 
James (57). 

The few letters which, in Mr. Macpherfon's pub* 
lication, occur concerning the Earl of Portland, are 
not very interefling. The firft we meet with was 
written, Sept. 5, 1702, by the Earl to Mr. Robethon, 
an Agent for the Hanover family, in which his Lord- 
fhip ftrongly expreffes his fentiments of refpect and 
adherence to that family. ' 1 am too old, fays he, 
' to change, and too deeply impreffed with the prin- 
s ciples of the late King, my Matter, ever to devi- 
' ate from them : Befides, I love my religion, and hate 
6 flavery (58).' In the year 1705 (59), the Eledlor 
writes to the Earl, to thank him for his congratula- 
tions on his Son's (the Electoral Prince's) marriage, 
and for his attachment to his interefts (60). In the 
next year his Lordftiip, addreffmg to Mr. Robe- 
thon (61), fpeaks fomething concerning the conduct 
of the Tories, in their motion for inviting the elec- 
toral Prince into England ; and fends the news of the 
Prince's having been chofen a Knight of the Gar- 
ter (62). Two months after, the Earl of Portland, 
in a letter from the Hague (63), a/fores the Elector 
of his zeal for his fervice. To this the Elector re- 
turned, in a few days, the following anfwer. 

' My Lord, Hanover, June 26, 1706. 

c JAM much obliged to you for the letter you was 
' at the trouble of writing to me, and for the af- 
' furances which it contains of your zeal for the in- 
' terefts of my family. My Minifter at London gave 

* me an exact account of all the meafures which you 
' took, on different occafions, for eftablifhing and 
' confirming the Proteftant Succeflion. I in treat you 
' to believe, that I lay a great ftrefs upon your af- 

* feftion ; that I am very fenfible of the proofs of 
4 it which you have given me ; and that I fhall be 

* always very happy to find opportunities of fhewing 
\ how much I am, &c. (64).' 

But though the letters juft referred to contain no- 
thing which is of much importance, there is, in Mr. 
Macpherfon's Original Papers, and in his Hiftory of 
Great Britain, a moft remarkable fact mentioned, 
which cannot pafs unnoticed in this place ; becaufe it 
relates to the treaty of Ryfwick, in which the Earl 
of Portland was fo eminently concerned ; and be- 
caufe, if the fact be true, the Earl muft have been the 
fole negotiator of the affair. In the Extracts from the 
Life of King James, faid to be written by himfelf, 
there is, under the year 1697, the following paffage : 
c Though no one could blame the King's conduct, 
6 in this total difclaiming all treaties and accommo- 
' dations, when he found the confederate Princes no 

* ways difpofed to do him juftice ; yet there was one 

* article particularly ftipulated, which, had not the 

* King too haftily rejected, might have rendered his 

* pofterity eafy, and his people happy. His moft 

* Chriftian Majefty had underhand prevailed with the 

* Prince of Orange to confent that the Prince of 

* Wales fhould fucceed to the throne of England after 

* his death. That mercenary Prince, it feems, had 
' no great regard to the pretended ends of his coming, 

* nor to the acts of parliament which excluded the 
€ Prince of Wales, and all of that perfuafion, from 

* the fucceffion. He had, under the notion of pre- 

* ferving the church of England, ufurped the king- 

* dom ; and, now, (that the work was done) thofe 
1 pangs of confeience were vanifhed, and he was very 
1 eafy on that head, and ready to leave the church to 

* Providence for the future, not caring under whofe 
' government it fell afterwards, fo he was fecure of 
< the throne for his life. For this reafon, he fhewed 
6 no great averfenefs to the Prince of Wales's having 
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highly reflefting on the King's honour • and that the officers and inftruments concerned 
in the procuring and paffing thofe grants, had highly failed in the performance of their 

truft 


(65) Original 
Paptr$ 3 ubifat»ra, 
p. 260, 261. 


the preference to thofe who were named by the pre- 
tended aft of fettlement. How he would have 
brought about in parliament this matter, does not 
appear ; becaufe it never came to a trial. But 
when this feeming advantage to the family was 
1 propofed to the King, he could not fupport the 
6 thoughts, he faid, of making his own child an ac- 
f complice to his unjuft dethronement; fo immedi- 
' ately he told his moll Chriftian Majefty (who had 
4 firft made the overture to him), that though he 
' could fuller with Chriftian patience the Prince of 
i Orange's ufurpation upon bim y he could never con- 

* fent that his own fon mould do it too. This was a 

* point too nice to be prefled, in cafe of the leaft re- 
4 luftancy ; fo nothing more was faid upon it. But 
6 had the King taken leifure to weigh more maturely 

* the matter, he might have found means, perhaps, 
' of reconciling that apparent incongruity, and, for 
' the fake of his fon and pofterity, have overlooked 

* the injuilice done to himfelf. But the King was 
c better at fuffering injuries, than at conniving at 

* them ; and the leaft fhadow of an injuftice was 
' enough to damp, in his acceptation, the bell laid 
< project in the world (65).' 

Upon the fole authority of the foregoing paper, 
Mr. Macpherfon, in his Hiftory, has drawn up the 
fubfequent account of the fame tr an faction. c The 
Earl of Portland, on the part of the King of Eng- 
land, and de Boufflers, in the name of Lewis, met 
between the armies, and held a conference, on the 
10th of July. They met again, on the 15th and 
20th of the fame month, in the fame manner. But, 
on the 26th of July and the 2d of Auguft, they 
retired to a houfe in the fuburbs of Halle, and re- 
duced to writing the terms to which they had agreed 
in the field. 

* The world have hitherto been no lefs ignorant 
of the object of thefe interviews, than Europe was 
then aftonilhed at fuch an uncommon mode of ne- 
gociation. As William trufted not his three pleni- 
potentiaries at the Hague with his agreement with 
France, mankind juftly concluded, that a fecret of 
the laft importance had been for fome time depend- 
ing between the two Kings. Time has, at length, 
unravelled the myftery. Lewis, unwilling to defer t 
James, propofed that the Prince of Wales lhould 
fucceed to the crown of England, after the death of 
William. The King, with little hefitation, agreed 
to this requefl. He even folemnly engaged to pro- 
cure the repeal of the aft of fettlement ; and to de- 
clare, by another, the Prince of Wales his fuccef- 
for in the throne. This great preliminary being 
fettled, other matter of lefs importance followed 
of courfe. The fifty thoufand pounds a year, fet- 
tled as a jointure upon King James's Queen, was 
agreed to be paid ; though the money was after- 
wards retained upon various pretences. On the 3d 
of Auguft, the King left the army, and retired to 
Dieren. He fent from thence the Earl of Portland, 
to acquaint the mini Hers alTembled at the congrefs, 
that he had fettled his own affairs, and thofe of his 
kingdoms, with France ; and that he earneftly 
prefled the Allies, and particularly the Emperor, 
to haften the conclufion of the great work of peace. 
■ Thofe who afcribe all the actions of William to 
public fpirit, will find fome difficulty in reconciling 
this tranfaftion to their elevated opinion of his cha- 
racter. In one concelhon to France, he yielded all 
his profelfions to England ; and, by an aft of in- 
discretion, or through indifference, deferted the 
principles to which he owed the throne. The de- 
liverance of the nation was not, however, the fole 
objeft of this Prince. Like other men, he was fub- 
jeft to human paflions ; and, like them, when he 
could gratify himfelf, he fcrved the world. Various 
motives feem to have concurred, to induce him to 
adopt a meafure, unaccountable on other grounds. 
The projected peace was to fecure the crown in his 
poffeilion for his life. He had no children, and but 
few relations ; anfl thofe he never loved. The fuc- 
ceflbrs provided by the Aft of Settlement, he either 
defpifed or abhorred ; and he fcems hitherto not to 
have extended his views beyond the limits of that 
aft. Though James had difpleafed the nation, he 


had not injured William. The Son had offended 
neither. He might excite companion, but he could 
be no objeft of averfion. The fuppofed fpuriouf- 
nefs of his birth, had been only held forth to amufe 
the vulgar ; and even thefe would be convinced, 
by the public acknowledgment intended to be made 
by the very perfon whofe intereft was moft concern- 
ed in the fupport of that idle tale. 
* But the fame imprudence which loll to the late- 
King the crown, excluded, for ever, his pofterity 
from the throne. He told his moft Chriftian Ma- 
jefty, who had made the firft overture to him, on 
this important fubjeft, that though he could fuffer 
with patience the ufurpation of his nephew upon 
his right, he could never permit his own fon to be 
guilty of the fame injuftice. He urged, that lhould 
the fon reign in his father's lifetime, that circum- 
ftance would amount to a formal renunciation ; 
That the Prince of Wales, by fucceeding to the 
Prince of Orange, would yield his fole right, which 
was that of his father; and being obliged to the 
people for his elevation, the hands which had raifed 
him, might, at any time, juftly pull him down 
from his throne : That lhould he himfelf be capable 
of confenting to fuch a difgraceful propofal, in fa- 
vour of his fon, he might be juftly reproached with 
departing from his avowed principles, and with 
ruining monarchy, by rendering elective an here- 
ditary crown. Befides, that though he lhould con- 
fen t to facrifice all that he reckoned dear, to a mor- 
tal enemy, the Prince of Orange could only pro- 
mife a thing, which he was not, perhaps, able to 
perform : That the fame Parliament that had con- 
ferred the royal authority on himfelf, had fettled 
the reverfion of the crown on the Princefs of Den- 
mark ; and that, therefore, by reverfing the Aft of 
Settlement, he disjointed the whole claim which 
bound the people to his government. But that 
lhould even the Prince of Orange induce the Par- 
liament of England to repeal the Aft of Settle- 
ment, it would be always on condition of having 
the Prince of Wales placed in their hands, with- 
out their being able to give any fecurity either for 
his perfon or his conference. 

f The laft confideration was not, perhaps, the leaft 
motive of this deluded Prince, for rejecting the only 
certain profpeft that had ever offered itfelf for re* * 
ftoring his family to the throne. The French King, 
perceiving his obftinacy, urged not further a point, 
of which James himfelf could be the only judge 
(66).' (66) Miepher- 

We fee that Mr. Macpherfon gives full credit to fon's Hiftory of 
the faft related in the Memoirs ; and he has grounded Great Britain^ 
upon it, as ufual, fome reflections, to the di fad van- 0 p * 
tage of King William's character. But there doth 
not appear to us fufficient reafon for yielding our af- 
fent to this narration. The account, though printed 
as part of James's Memoirs, was, in faft, not written 
by that Prince. This the Editor takes notice of ; but 
obferves, that as it was done under James's own in- 
fpeftion, and corrected by himfelf, it poffelTes as much 
authority, as if written by him in his own hand. The 
proofs, however, of his having infpefted the paper 
ought to have been exhibited to the Public, and the 
particular corrections made by him lhould have been 
fpecified. The paper itfelf has the air of having 
been compofed fome time after the event. It is very 
llrange that fo extraordinary an affair lhould not have 
been recorded by James himfelf. It is remarkable, 
likewife, that no traces of this Angular tran faction 
lhould be met with in the Original Papers, corre- 
fponding to the year 1697. It cannot but be thought 
furprifing that it lhould be concealed from James's 
confidential friends, and that it lhould have no place 
in Nairne's Collections. How came it, alfo, topafs, 
that the numerous enemies to King William, who 
have had accefs to the Stuart Papers, lhould not have 
difcovered and publilhed a faft fo injurious to his me- 
mory ; and how could it efcape the researches of the 
vigilant and induftrious Carte ? 

But, were we to grant all the authenticity and au- 
thority to the relation, which Mr. Macpherfon him - 
felf could defire, it would not fupport the llrufture he 
hath built upon it. All that can reafonably be ga- 
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truft and duty; and alfo, that the procuring or pafiing exorbitant grants, by any member 
now of the Privy-Council, or by any other that had been a Privy- Counfel lor, in this, or 
any former reign, to his life or benefit, was a high crime and mifdemeanour : and to carry 
their refentment ftill farther, the Commons fell immediately upon impeaching, as we 
learn from a letter written by Mr. Prior to the Earl of Manchefter (a\ and that the perfons 
they named were the Earls of Portland and Albemarle, and the articles upon which they 
were going, were for procuring for themfelves exorbitant grants (£). This impeachment, 
however, did not take place-, but the Commons voted an addrefs to his Majefty, that no 
ptrfon who was not a native of his dominions, excepting his Royal Highnefs Prince 
George of Denmark, fhould be admitted to his Majefty's Councils in England or Ireland. 
This blow, it is eafy to fee, was aimed chiefly at the two favourites, Lord Portland and 
Albemarle : but the King, not dunking it proper to receive fuch an addrefs, had no 
other way to hinder its being prefented, but by going fuddenly to the Houfe of Lords, 
pafTmg the bills that were ready, and putting an end to the feffion, which his Majefty did 
the very next day. The Partition Treaty was the laft public tranfadtion we find Lord 
Portland engaged in ; the next year after his impeachment, 1701, having put a period 
to the life of his royal and munificent m after, King William III. \ but not without 
having Ihewn, even in his laft moments, that his efteem and affe&ion for Lord Portland 
ended but with his life : for when his Majefty was juft expiring, he afked, though with a 
faint voice, for the Earl of Portland, but before his Lordfhip could come, the King's 
Voice quite failed him. The Earl, however, placing his ear as near his Majefty's mouth 
as could be, his lips were obferved to move, but without ftrength to exprefs his mind to 
his Lordfhip 5 but, as the laft teftimony of the cordial affeftion he bore him, he took 
him by the hand, and carried it to his heart with great tendernefs (c\ and expired foon 
after. His Lordfhip had before been a witnefs to, and figned his Majefty's laft Will and 
Teftament, made at the Hague in 1695; and it is faid (d\ that King William, the 
winter b'efore he died, told Lord Portland, as they were walking together in the garden 
at Hampton Court, that he found his health declining very faft, and that he could not 
live another fummer, but charged his Lordfhip not to mention this till after his Majefty's 
death. We are told (e) 9 that at the time of the King's death, Lord Portland was Keeper 
of Windfor Great Park, and was difplaced upon Queen Anne's accefllon to the throne: 
we are not, however, made acquainted with the time, when his Lordfhip became firft 
poflcfled of that poft. After King William's death, the Earl did not, at leaft openly, 
concern himfelf with public affairs (f) y but betook himfelf to a retired life, in a mod: 
exemplary way, at his feat at Bulftrode in the county of Bucks, where he eredted, and 
plentifully endowed a free-fchool 5 and did many other charities. His Lordfhip had an 
admirable tafte for gardening, and took great delight in improving and beautifying his 
own gardens, which he made very elegant and curious. At length, being taken ill of a 
pleurify and malignant fever, after about a week's illnefs he died (g) y November 23, 1709, 
in the fixty-firft year of his age, leaving behind him a very plentiful fortune, being at 
that time reputed one of the richeft fubjedts in Europe (b). His corpfe being conveyed 
to London, was, on the third of December, carried with great funeral pomp, from his 
houfe in Sc. James's Square to Weftminfter- Abbey, and there interred in the vault under 
the eaft window of Henry the Seventh's chapel. His Lordfhip married (*) to his firft wife, 
Anne, daughter of Sir Edward Villiers, Knight-Marfhal, and fifter to Edward Earl of 
Jerfey, at that time Maid of Honour to Mary, Princefs of Orange, the Royal Conibrt 
of King William IIL, by whom he had iflfue three fons and five daughters, viz. William, 
who died in his infancy, Henry, fecond fon, afterwards Earl and Duke of Portland 5 
and another William, who died young in Holland (k). Lady Mary, the eldeft daughter, 
married to Algernon, Earl of Eflex, and fince his deceale, to the Honourable Con- 
yers D'Arcy, only brother to Robert, Earl of Holdernefs. Lady Anna Margaretta, 
the fecond daughter, married to M. Duyvenvorde, one of the principal Nobles of 
Holland (/). Lady Frances Williamyna, third daughter, married to William, Lord 
Byron, and died March 31, 1 712. Lady Eleonora, fourth daughter, died unmarried. 
Lady Ifabella, youngeft daughter, married to Evelyn Pierpoint, Duke of Kingfton, and 
died February 23, 1727-8 (m). His Lordfhip, on the fixteenth of May, 1700, took to 
his fecond wife, Jane (/*), fixth daughter of Sir John Temple of Eaft Sheen in the 
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thered from it, is, that the fcheme was propofed by 
Lewis to James, who gave fuch an anfwer as is re- 
prefented ; and that it was mentioned to William or his 
ambafTadors, who exprefled no particular difappro- 
bation of it ; a conduct which is natural enough to 
political men, in the management of political nego- 
ciations, even when they have no intention of com- 
plying with the meafure fuggefted by the oppofite 
party. For though it is aflerted, in the paper, that 
there was an article ' privately itipulated ;' and that 

* his moft ChrifHan Majefty had underhand pre- 
1 vailed with the Prince of Orange to confent that 

* the Prince of Wales mould fucceed to the throne of 

* England after his death,' yet, in the courfe of the 
narration, this account dwindles down to what fol- 


lows : 1 He (William) Jbewed no great auerfenefs to 
' the Prince of Wales's having the preference to thofe 

* who were named by the pretended Act of Settle- 
' ment.' Neverthelefs, Mr. Macpherfon is pleafed 
' to fay, that King William, ' with little hefitation, 
■ agreed to this requelt ;' and that ' He even folemnly 
€ engaged, to procure the repeal of the A Si of Settlement ; 

* and to declare, by another, the Prince of Wales his 
' fuccejfor in the throne. 1 

Many reafons might be drawn from the character, 
views, and fituation of William, and from the im- 
practicable nature of the project, to mew that he 
could not ferioufly accede to fuch a propofal. But ( 6? j Thefc ri> 
obfervations of this kind will eafily fuggeft themfelves marks have *1- 
to our intelligent Readers (67).] K. ready been hid 
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county of Surry, Bart, filter to Henry, Lord Vifcount Palmerfton, and widow of John 
Lord Berkeley of Stratton ; and by her (who, in 1 726, was Governefs to the three young 
PrincefTes, eldeft daughters of his late Majefty) had two fons (0), William, one of the (6 ) 
Nobles of Holland, who, in 1733, married Charlotta-Sophia-Hedwige Eleonora, 
Countefs of Aldenburglv only daughter to Anthony, Count Aldenburgh, Seigneur de 
Varel, Kniphanfen, &c. in Germany, and Charles John, an officer in the fervice of the 
States-General; as alfo four daughters (p). Lady Sophia, married March 24, 1728-9, M «* 
to his Grace Henry de Grey, Duke of Kent. Lady Elizabeth, married to Dr. Henry 
Egerion, Bifhop of Hereford, brother to, his Grace Scroop Duke of Bridgwater (q). (t) H* 
Lady Harriot, married to James Hamilton, Vifcount Limerick of the kingdom of 
land (r). Lady Barbara, married to Francis Godolphin, Efqj. B — 
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BENTINCK (Henry), fecond fon of (*) William Earl of Portland, whilft he 
was a Commoner, was ele&ed, in two Parliaments (a), in the reign of Queen Anne, 
one of the Knights of the Shire for the county of Southampton; and on the twenty-firft 
of July, 17 10, was made Captain of the firft troop of horfe-guards, in the room of the 
Earl of Albemarle. He was created by King George the Firft, Marquis of Tichfield in 
Hampftitre, and Duke of Portland, by letters patent, bearing date the fixtccnth of July, 
1 716. In the patent of which creation are thefe remarkable expreflions, which fhew the 
juft fenfehis Majefty had, of the traiterous defigns of the Minifters, in the laft year of 
the Queen, againft the Proteftant fucceffion, and the liberties of our country ; where, 
fpeaking of Lord Portland, then created a Duke, it is faid, « he promoted the great 
< work of the fucceffion in the Proteftant line, at the utmoft hazard of his fortune and 
6 honours, at a time when our fucceffion was in the moft imminent danger : he flood 
c firm againft all the promifes and repeated offers of a Court, and frequently declared, 

* how ready he was to refign his high poft in the late Queen's guards ; which he at length 

* was deprived of in an extraordinary manner, as apprehending, left, by the fpecious 
c fuggeftions of gratitude, he fhould be prompted to enter into meafures, which might 
c have a tendency to betray the liberties of his country When the King went to 
Cambridge in 17 17, and the ceremony of admitting and creating feveral degrees, was, 
according to cuftom, performed in his royal prefence, his Grace the Duke of Portland 
was created Doftor of Laws. His Grace was alio one of the Gentlemen of King George 
the Firft's Bedchamber ; and on the ninth of September, 1721, was appointed Captain- 
General, and Governor of the ifiand of Jamaica, where his Grace departed this life, of 
a fever, on the fourth of July, 1726, in the forty- fifth year of his age, greatly lamented, 
being of a moft noble, generous, and courteous difpofition, and generally efteemed one 
of the moft accomplifhed Noblemen at Court (c). There was this remarkable in his 
Grace's education, that he had for his tutors two confiderable Hiflorians of the age, 
Dr. La VafTor, a Father of the Oratory in France, who embraced the Proteftant religion, 
and left that kingdom upon it ; and after him M. Rapin de Thoyras, author of the 
Hiftory of England [//], The iuccefs of their cares, appeared in his Grace's excellent 
condudt in the government of Jamaica. His Grace married the Lady Elizabeth 
Noel (*), eldeft daughter and co-heir of Wriothefly Baptift Noel, Earl of Gainfborough> 
by whom he had feveral children, and left iflue two ions and three daughters ; William, 
late Duke of Portland, and Lord George, to whom his Majefty was godfather. He was 
born December 2?, 1715, and died a Major- General, March 1, 1759. The daughters 
were Lady Anne, Lady Ifabella, and Lady Amelia. His Grace was fucceeded by his 
eldeft fon William, late Duke of Portland, who after three years travel in France and 
Italy, returned to England in the year 1733 (f). B m. 


(*)Seetheib9ve 
article. 

( a ) Peerage of 
England, Vol.u 
P« 3*2. 


(b) Oldmixon'i 
Hift. of Eng- 
land, Vol, iu 
p. 6zo, 


(c) Oldmhron* 


{J J Preface to 
Rapin's Hiftoiy 
of England. 


[The fecond Duke of Portland died on the ift of May, 1762, and was fucceeded 
by William-t lenry-Cavendifh Bentinck, the prelent Duke (g). 

It is faid, that the loflcs which the firft Duke of Portland met with in the South-Sea 
project induced him to accept of the government of Jamaica. He was a man of a moft 
amiable turn of mind, but not, it feems, of diftinguifhed abilities (b).] K. 


(g ) Collins'* ^ 
Peerage, Vol. iu 
p. 139. Edition 
of 1768. 

(b) From pri- 
vate Communi- 


ty] And after him Monjieur Rap hi de Thoyras, au- 
thor of the Hiftory of England.] Jn the Life of Mon- 
lieur Rapin, inferted in the preface to his Hiftory of 
England, it is faid, that in 1693 the Earl of Portland, 
who had heard of M. Rapin's character, refolved to 
make him Governor to his fon. Accordingly, when 
M. de Rapin thought nothing of the matter, he re- 
ceived in Ireland, where he then was, an order from 


the King to repair forthwith into England, and to 
enter upon his employ of Governor ; and his Majefty 
gave him a penfion of 100/. a year, till fuch time as 
he fhould provide for him better, which, however, 
never happened. He enjoyed his penfion only du r 
ring the King's life, after which it was taken from 
him, and in lieu of it he had a place given him of a 
moderate income (1). 


B E N T L E Y (Richard), Regius Profeffor of Divinity, and Lite Matter of Trinity- 
College, Cambridge j as great and extraordinary a critic as any the laft age has produced 

[^], was, by birth, a Yorkfhire man (<?), and fon, it is faid, of . Bentley, a tradef- 

man, 

[A] As great and extraordinary a critic as any the thofe diftinguiming appellations which the learned, 
laft age has produced.] In vindication of this aflertion, in their books, have been pleafed to bellow upon 
it may not be improper here to refer to a few of him, and few or none but himfclf. See Spanheim's 

Calli- 

8 


(0 Prepare to , 
Rnpin's Hift. of* 
England. 


(a) Wood's 
Fafti, Oxon. 
Vol. ii. p. 9°J f 


BENTLEY. 


(c) Wood's 
Fafti, ub'ijupra. 

(d) Wood's 
Fafti, ut fupra. 


man, at Wakefield, in the Weft Riding of Yorkrtiire. He was born on the 27th of 
January, 166 1-2, and received his fgrammatical learning at Wakefield, from whence 
he was fent to St. John's College, Cambridge (*). Having, at a very early age, made (*) Supplement 
a furprifing progrefs, and uncommon proficiency in the learned languages ; his incli- ^ 0 s r ^/ t s 
nation towards, and great capacity for, critical learning, foon began to difplay them- r h • " 
felves: for before the age of twenty-four, he had written with his own hand a fort of 
Hexapla a thick volume in quarto, in the firft column of which was every word of the 
Hebrew Bible, alphabetically difpoied, and in five other columns, all the various inter* 
pretations of thofe words, in the Chaklee, Syriac, Vulgate Latin, Septuagint, and 
Aquila, Symmachus, and Theodofian, that occur in the whole Bible. This he made 
for his own private ufe, to know the Hebrew, not from the late Rabbins, but the ancient 
verfions, when, excepting Arabic, Perfic, and Ethiopic, he muft then have read over the 
whole Folyglott. He had alfo at that time, made for his own private ufe, another vo- ^ D B 
lume in quarto, of the various lettions and emendations of the Hebrew text, drawn out {ley's pi pofa'u 
of thofe ancient verfions, which, though done at fuch an early age, would have made a ^"jj^^ 
fecond part to the famous Capdlus's Critica Sacra (£). On the 4th of July, 1689, being thT&ecitTefc 
already Mailer of Arts in the Univerfity of Cambridge, he was incorporated as fuch in S^onV^atin*" 
the Univerfity of Oxford, in Wadham-College, and is mentioned by Anthony Wood Vcrfion, with a 
(though then but a young man, a good deal under thirty) as a genius that was promifing, an'tif^Re^arks 
and to whom the world was likely to be obliged, for his future ftudies and produ<5tions (c). of a ute Pam- 
Some time after that, he was made dometlic Chaplain to the Right Reverend Edward M^bwofTri- 
Lo.rd Bilhop of Worcelter (d). [Before this, and probably upon his firft quitting the 
Univerfity, he was a Schoolmafter at Spalding in Lihcolnfhire J but his eminent abi- 
lities and learning would not permit him to continue long in fo obfeure a fituation.] In 
the year 169 1 [&], he publifhed a Latin Kpiftle to John Mill, D. D. containing fome 


nitv-coliege, 
Cdmbr. fubferib- 
e<j J. E. 1721. 
p. 19. 

it) From a Pa- 
of »he late 

critical obfervations relating to Johannes Malala, Greek Hilloriographer, publilhed at the Dr - Sa,ter ' s > 

° u 01 r co<-nmunicated 


(*) Spanbeme 
in Julian, p. 19. 
InCalliraachum, 

P- 45S- 
Ibid, p. 605. 
Graevii Pref. ad 
Callim. Sc Ru- 
benii Diflertatio. 
SeeNote[iTJ( 7 ) # 


(1) Dr. Kufter s 
edition of Ari- 
frophanes. 


(2) Emlyn's 
Tracer, p. 78. 


(3) Dr. Clarke's 
Preface to his 
edition of Cae- 
far's Commen- 
taries, 17 12. 

(4) The Preface 
to Dr. Clarke's 
Works, with 
an Account cf 
the Life and 
Writings of the 
author, by Ben- 
jamin, Lord Bi- 
fliop of Salif- 
buty, 1730. 


Callimacbus, and 'Julian ; Gr<e<vius'$ Callimacbus, his 
Albert i Rubenii Difj'ertatio, dedicated to Dr. Bentlcy (*) ; 
Albertus Fabricius y his Marinus's Vita Prodi, dedicated 
to Dr. Bcntley ; Bibliotheca Graca; Mr. Wolfinfs Dif- 
fertatio de Manicbttifmo bujus e£Dl ; his Origen\ Pbi- 
lofopbumena, Oh arias Philoftratus, Gr. Lat. Hemfter- 
bufus's Pollux, Gr. Lat. &c. and among our own 
countrymen, Dr. Potter in his Lycophron ; Mr. Need- 
barn in his Hierocles, Mr. Davis in his Tufculante 
£>ueft:o?ies 9 Sec. However, we may venture to fpeak 
the fenfe of all thefe from a learned author, whofe 
name is particularly revered, and who is fufficiently 
known to all that are not entire ftrangers to the Re- 
public of Letters ; who, befides the general epithets 
of EruditiJJtmus, Pr&flantijfimus, Illujlris pcrfpicacijji- 
mus, ClariJJimus, rL^vpoJ^ruTi^ , &c. &c. (1), has thefe 
peculiar exprellions concerning him, Vir fapra cap- 
turn jseculi Jut Doclus : Vir egregius et maximum litera- 
rum decus : magnum bodie literarion decus et incremen- 
tum : incomparabile aucloris fui judiciwn et acumen, cifr. 
And in the fame work the molt learned and incom- 
parable Spanhemius, the King of Pruflia's Embaflador 
to Queen Anne, thus (tiles Dr. Bentley, Vir infgni 
et reconditd doclrind : Vir confummatiffimd eruditione ; 
magnum bodie literarum ac erudite Britannia decus : 
Vir ut exquifita doSlrina et reconditis Uteris, ita fagaci- 
tate incrcdibili, &C % — The decifve words of tbat tran- 
Jcendant critical genius of our age, Dr. Bentley, is alfo 
applied to him by a perfon of no fmall note (2). The 
great Dr. Clarke, who was himfelf fo excellent a 
critic, and confequently an unexceptionable judge, 
in the following words gives this opinion of the learn- 
ed Dr. Bentley : Criticos unus o?nnes longe, longeque — 
an tece liens (3) ; which compliment is ft ill greatly 
heightened by the learned and ingenious Dr. Hoadly, 
Bilhop of Winchefter, who, after repeating them, 
fays, and whom every one will know by tbat title, with- 
out my naming him (4). But we mail ftop here, and 
proceed no farther in this affair : for, were we to ga- 
ther together all the encomiums beitowed upon this 
great man and his works by the learned world, both 
at home and abroad, we mould greatly tranfgrefs 
the bounds of our undertaking, and the patience 
of our readers. We have, we imagine, (if there are 
any who can be fo ignorant as to be unacquainted 
with, or fo envious as to doubt of, or deny, the great 
abilities and profound erudition of this ornament and ho- 
nour to the Engli/h nation) produced fufficient cer- 
tificates and teitimonies for the point we labour to 
prove. 

[B] In 1 60, 1 , N He publijhed his Epijlle to Dr. Mill.] 

< Malala" sChronicotiy fays the Writer of the works of 
the learned, ' is now finiflied, and will be publilhed in 

< a f ew days. We owe the edition of this manufcript, 
1 taken out of the Bodleian library, to Mr. Hody of 

Vol. II. 


by Mr. R^ed of 

f Wadham-college, and Mr. Bentley, Chaplain to the Sta Pf fi s inn > 
4 Lord Bilhop of Worcelter (5).' Though this book (5) The Works 
bears the date of 1691, it was not publifhed, as we ol * the Learned, 
find by the preceding and following quotations, till J ,nujr y> 
February 1692. The title of the whole runs thus: 1 
fohannis Antiocbeni Cognomento Malala Hijloria Chro- 
nica e Mfs. Cod. Bibliotheca Bodleiantc, nunc primum 
edit a cum interp. et not is Edm. Chiimeadi et triplice 
indie e rerum, autorum et <vocum barbarum. P remittitur 
differ t ado deautore, per Humfredum Hodium, S. T. B. 
Coll. Wadhami Socium. Accedit Epijlola Richardi 
Bentleii ad CI. V. Jo. Mil Hum, S. T. P. cum indice 
fcriptorum, qui ibi c/nendantur Svo. Oxonii E tbeatro 
Sbeldoniano 1691. Mr. Bentley's remarks, in the letter 
to the Rev. Dr. Mill, are worthy to be taken notice 
of, as they correcl a great number of pafTages of the 
ancient Poets, and other Greek authors, which by (*) See an ab- 
Malala are quoted very negligently. Several paflages ftracl of this 
are alio occafionally corrected from authors not quoted wno,e Work, 
by Malala ; in both which corrections the ingenious JjJj^If the" 
auth or is, for the moft part, peculiarly happy (*). uf fulnefsof 
It will not be improper to infert, in this place, the Mr. Bcntky's 
opinion of the learned Grarvius on this Epiftle, in corrections, in 
anfwer to fome faults found with it by Mr. Boyle, or ^ e L ^ Tks of 
at leaft his party, as that it was a confufed rhapfedy, Fe " b x g t ' 
Sec. (6). But as we fhall have farther ufe for the . 6 . A 
whole pafTage, we fhall here tranferibe it all, and re- count o^Dr °" 
fer to it as occafion ferves (7)- c Nec manes tantum Bentl^ s Hu- 
( Rubenii fed omnes humanitatis cultores tibi pro hoc manity, p. 78. 
' in fe merito devinxifti. Hi nunc tuas curas in Ma- (7) SeeGra?vi- 
' nilium, Hefychium, aliofque fcriptores defiderant, us ' 6 Dedication 

< et expectant cupide. Nam eruditiiTima ilia Epiltola, £ j£ ufcof*' 
' quam fubtexuilti Malala: Chronicis, tarn multare- Theodorus Ma- 
i condita nos docuit, ut incredibilem expeftationem nilius. 

* tui ingenii commoverit. Nihil nobis longius eft, 
' nihil defideratius, quam ut ilia videamus, quorum 

* fpem fecifti cum publice omnibus, turn mihi de tuis 
f in Callimacho animadverfionibus, quarum pulcher- 
' rimum fpecimen mihi mififti,' &c. u e. * Not only 
' the manes of Rubenius, but all lovers of polite 

* learning, are delervedly beholden to you for re- 
c trieving the MS. and they are in great expectations 

< of, and long to have your labours in Ma nilius, 
■ Hesychius, and other authors: for that moft 

* learned Epiftle, joined to the Chronology of Ma- 
1 lala, has fhewn us fuch a ftock of profound learn- 
1 ing and difcoveries, as has given us incredible ex- 

< peftations from your genius. Nothing is more de- 
4 fired or wifhed for by us, than to fee your remarks 

* and animadverfions upon Callimachus, of which 

< you fent me a delightful fpecimen, which we have 
« reafon to hope will be made public to all as well as 

< me.' This Epiftle to Dr. Mill, was written and 

publilhed, by the exprefs deftreof Dr. William Lloyd, 
at that time Bilhop of St. Afaph (f). 

% M Cnd Pref. p. lxxxviii. 
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end of that author, at Oxon 5 in 169 1, in a large Svo. This was the firft piece that our 
author publifhed.— Nor was religion lefs indebted to him than learning; for much about 
this time, he had the honour to be felefted out, and pitched upon, as the firft perfon to 
(e) Bentiey's preach at Boyle's Lcfturcs (e) [C] (founded by that honourable gentleman, to affert and 
s«mon. at v i nd i cate the great fundamentals of Natural and revealed Religion), upon which occafion 
tuiL'UvoU. he fuccefsfully applied Sir Ifaac Newton's Principia Mathematics to demonftrate the 
Loud. , 739 . Bdn of God> and altogether filenced the Atheifts, who, in this country, have fince that 
time, for the rnoft part, flickered themfelves under Dcifm. The fubjedt of his difcourfes 
was the folly of Atheifm, even with refpeft to the prefent life, and that matter and mo- 
tion cannot think ; or a confutation of Atheifm from the faculties of the foul, from the 
ftrufture and origin of human bodies, and the origin and frame of the world itfelf; and 
though he was but young, and even only in Deacon's orders, he laid the bafis and 
foundation upon which all the fucceffors to that worthy office Jiave fince built. And we 
may, without flattery, apply to the Doftor, what is faid of one of his fucceflbrs in that 
office, viz. c This was a province, for which, if ever any man was peculiarly fitted by 

* natural parts and learning, he was the man ; executing his truft in fuch a manner, 
4 that he at once furprifed and inftrufted his rnoft underftanding hearers, exceeding the 

* expectation of thofe, who knew him enough to expeft great things from him, and 
« laid the foundations of true religion too deep and ftrong to be fhaken, either by the 

< fuperftition of fome, or infidelity of others (/)/ Though this was a talk of great ex- $ f £*%* rm 
tent, and no fmall difficulty, yet Mr. Bentley fo well anfwered the religious and generous chrkcVWoit, 
defign of the excellent founder, and acquitted himfelf with fo much reputation, that ^Snd^ 
the truftees not only publickly thanked him for them, but did moreover, by efpecial com- Writings, 
mand and defire, prevail upon him to make the faid difcourfes public (g) \ upon which ( g ) His Preface 
he gave the world a volume, containing eight Sermons, which have not only undergone lotheabovc - 
a number of editions, but have been tranflated abroad into feveral languages. On the 
2d of Oftober, 1692, he was inftalled a Prebend of Worcefter by Bifhop Stillingfleer. 
Upon the death of Mr. Juftel, Mr. Bentley was immediately thought upon to fucceed 
him, as Keeper of the Royal Library at St. James's; and accordingly, a few months after 
his deceafe, he had a warrant made out for that place, from the Secretary's office, 
Dec. 23, 1693, and had his patent for the fame in April following. Soon after he was 
nominated to that office, before his patent was figned, by his care and diligence, he 
procured no lefs than a thoufand volumes of one fort or other, which had been neglected 
to be brought to the library, according to the Ad of Parliament then fubfifting, which 
prefcribed that one copy of every book printed in England, fhould be brought and 
lodged in this library, and one in each univerfity library. — It was about this time, and 
upon this occafion of his being made Library-Keeper, that the famous difpute between 
him and the honourable Mr. Boyle, whether the Epiftles of Phalaris were genuine or 
not, in fome meafure, at firft took rife, which gave occafion to fo many books and 
pamphlets, and has made fo much noife in the world. We fliall endeavour to give the 
reader, as intelligible and full account of the motives and rife of this difpute, as our 
prefent fcope will allow, in note [DJ. This controverfy upon a point of learning, in 

itfelf 


(•) SechisPref. 
and his Sermons, 
(■r.- t lit. i 693-4, 


'(8) Mr. Moly- 
neux to Mr. 
l/'>cke, Dublin, 
Hspt. 26, 1696. 


[C] He was /defied out, and pitched upon, as the 
Jirjl perfon to preach at Boyle's Lettures.] He was 
chofen into this honourable office, in 169 1-2, at 
the recommendation of Bifhop Stillingfleet and Bi- 
fhop Lloyd, by the Truitees of the Hon. Robert 
Boyle, by Will appointed for that purpofe, 'viz. the 
Right Rev. Father in God, Thomas, Lord Bifhop of 
Lincoln, Sir Henry Afhurit, Bart. Sir John Rothe- 
/am, Serjeant at Law, and John Evelyn, Efq; (*). 
His J. fermon, the Folly of Atheifm, &c. was 
preached in the Church of St. Martin's in the Fields, 
March 7, 1691-2, on Pfalm xiv. 1. The II. le&ure 
or fermon was, That Matter and Motion cannot 
think, &c. preached at St. Mary le Bow, April 4, 
1692, on Atts xvii. 27. The III. A Confutation of 
Atheifm, from the ftruclure and origin of Human 
Bodies, was preached at St. Mary le Bow, May 2, 
1692, on the fame text. IV. Was preached on the 
fame text, June 6, 1692. V. On the fame text was 
preached, Sept. 5, 1692. VI. Was a Confutation 
of Atheifm, from the origin and frame of the world, 
preached Oclober 3, 1692, on Atts xiv. 15, &c. 
VII. On the fame text, November 7, 1692. And 
the VIII. and laft on the fame fubjeft and text, De- 
cember 5, 1692. Thefe eight fermon s were pub- 
lifhed by particular defire, in quarto, in 1693-4, 
Lond. and are defervedly efteemed and ranked among 
the beft of the Boylean Lectures. Mr. Molyneux 
and Mr. Locke, in their Letters concerning the recep- 
tion of his Eflay on the Human Underftanding, men- 
tion Mr. Bentley's name and thefe fcrmons with no 
fmall refpett and deference (8). ' But that your doc- 
< trine mould be fo foon heard out of our pulpits, is 


f what is much more remarkable : he that even ten 

* years ago Ihould have preached that Idea Dei non eft 
1 innata, that the idea of God is not innate, had cer- 

* tainly drawn on him the character of an Atheift ; 

* yet now we find Mr. Bentley very large upon it in 

* his fermons at Mr. Boyle's Ledure, fermon I. p. 4, 

* and fermon III. p. <;.'— To which paragraph Mr. 
Locke writes in return (9), ' However you arepleafed 

* to rejoice, that my notions have had the good luck 
' to be vented from the pulpit, and particularly by 
4 Mr. Bentley ; yet matters go not fo clear as you 

* imagine, for a man of no fmall name, as you know 
« Dr. S — ■ — is, has been pleafed to declare againft 
€ my doctrine of no innate Ideas, from the pulpit of 
' the Temple, and charged it with little lefs than 
' Atheifm. 9 To which Mr. Molyneux anfivers (10), 

' Both Mr. Whifton and Bentley are pofitive againft 
4 the Idea of God's being innate; and I had rather 
' rely on them (if I would rely on any man) than on 

« Dr. S . 'Tis true the latter has a great 

name, but that I am fure weighs not with you nor 

* me.' 

[D] We /hall endeavour to give the reader as intel- 
ligible and full an account of the motives and rife of this 
difpute, as our prefent fcope will allow.] Dr. Aldrich, 
Dean of Chrift Church, defiring Mr. Boyle to put 
out a new edition of Phalaris (*), he readily fet about 
it ; but wanting to confult a MS. Phalaris, in the 
King's library, fent to Mr. Bennet, Bookfeller in 
London, to get him the MS. by applying himfelf to 
Dr. Bentley in his- name. After earneft folicitations, 
and great delays ( 1 1 ), for many months, Mr. Bennet 
at laft got poflcflion of the MS. ; who, imagining 

there 


(9) Mr. Locke 
lo Mr. Moly- 
neux, 2i Feb. 
1696-7. 


fi©) Mr. Moly- 
neux to Mr. 
Locke, March 
16, 1696-7, 

(*) Boyle againft 
Bentley, p. 2. 
(ir) But in the 
Epiftles of Pha- 
laris examined, 
the Doctor 
proves that he 
had it in a 
month after he 
was Library- 
Keeper, and of- 
fered volunta- 
rily, p. xviii. alfo 
66 ; and fays, he 
informed him 
how foon he 
mould want it, 
p. xxi, and 66. 
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itfelf not very entertaining, was managed and interfperfed on both fides, with an infinity 
of wit and humour, and was univerfglly read and admired, as it juftly deferved. The 

world 
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(11) The Doc- 
tor denies ever 
hearing the col- 
lation was not 
perfected, p. 66, 
affirming, that 
the whole MS. 
would not take 
up above four 
hours collating, 
p. xxvi. 
(13) Boyle a- 
gainft Bentley, 
p. 3. 


(14) In the Pref. 
tOjMr. Boyle's 
edition of Pha- 
laris. 


(15) Bentley's 
Diflertation exa- 
mined, p. 4. 


(16) Dr. Bent- 
ley's Diflertati- 
ons on the E- 
piftles of Phala- 
ris, fyarfim. 


(17) Utjufray 
p. 63. 


there was no great hurry to return it, did not imme- 
diately fet the Collator to work upon it : but Dr. 
Bentley being to go a journey into Worcefterfhire at 
that time for fix months ; about fix days after the MS. 
had been delivered, called for it again, and would 
by no means be prevailed upon to let him have the 
ufe of it any longer, though he told him the collation 
was not perfected (12), and denied his requeft in a 
very rude manner (13), throwing out many flighting 
and difparaging expreflions, both of Mr. Boyle and the 
work. This is the cafe as told by Mr. Bennet. Mr. 
Boyle thinking himfelf ill ufed, towards the end of 
his preface, where he is giving fome account of the 
edition of Phalaris, and the MSS. confulted in it, 
added the following words : Collatus etiam (vid, Epi- 
Jiolas ) curavi u/que ad Epif. 40. Cum manufcripto in 
Bibliothecd Regid, cujus tnihi copiam ulteriorem Biblio- 
thecarius pro fingulari fud humanitate negavit.' * I 

* likewife gave orders (fays he) to have the Epiftles 

* collated with the MS. in the King's library; but 

* my collator was prevented from going beyond the 

* fortieth Epiftle, by the fingular humanity of the Li- 
€ brary- keeper, who refufed to let me have any fur- 

* ther ufe of the MS. ( 14).' The Epiftles being pub- 
lished, Dr. Bentley fends a letter (as he fays) the 
very day that he faw Mr. Boyle's new Phalaris in the 
hands of a perfon of honour, to whom it had been 
prefented, while the reft of the impreflion was not 
yet publifhed, to Mr. Boyle at Oxford, to give him a 
true information of the whole matter, wherein, as 
Mr. Boyle acknowledges (15), having expreffed him- 
felf with great civility, he reprefented the matter of 
facl quite otherwife than he had heard it, expecting,, 
that upon the receipt of the letter, he would put a 
flop to the publication of the book, till he had al- 
tered that palTage, and printed the page anew, which 
might have been done in one day at the expence of 
five (hillings. He fays he did not exprefsly defire Mr. 
Boyle to take out that paffage and reprint the whole 
leaf, thinking that was too low a fubmimon. To 
this letter Mr. Boyle fays he immediately returned a 
civil anfwer to this effed that Mr. Bennet, whom 
he had employed to wait upon the Doctor in his 
name, gave him fuch an account of his reception, 
that he had reafon to apprehend himfelf affronted ; 
and fince he could make no other excufe to the reader 
for not collating the King's manufcript, but becaufe it 
was denied him, he thought he could do no lefs than 
cxprefs fome refentment for that denial ; that he 
ihould be very much concerned if Mr. Bennet had 
dealt fo with him as to miflead him in his account ; 
and, if that appeared, mould be ready to take fome 
opportunity of begging his pardon. Mr. Boyle, as 
Dr. Bentley fays, expreffed himfelf in fuch a manner, 
that the Doctor might underftand he meant to give 
him fatisfa&ion as publicly as he had injured him. — 
Here the matter refted for two years and a half after 
the edition of Phalaris, when Dr. Bentley, in an Ap- 
pendix to Mr. Wotton's Reflections on ancient and 
modern Learning, inferted his diflertation on the 
Epiftles of Themiftocles, Socrates, Euripides, Pha- 
laris, and the Fables of ^Efop ; afferting, that the 
Epiftles which had been afcribed to Phalaris for fo 
many years paft, were fpurious, and the production 
of fome Sophift ; and partly in anger, for the fting in 
Mr. Boyle's preface to them, he falls foul, with fome 
warmth, on Mr. Boyle's new edition and verfion, 
faying he had foolifhly bufied himfelf about a con- 
temptible and fpurious author, and had made a bad 
book worfe by a very ill edition of it, &c. &c. (16). 
And in a part of the book he juftifies himfelf as to the 
affair of the MS. in the following words : A Bookfeller 
came to me, in the name of the Editors, to beg the ufe 
of the manufcript ; it was not then in my cuftody, but as 
foon as I had the power of it, I went voluntarily and 
offered it him, bidding him tell the Collator not to lofe 
any time, for I was Jhortly to go out of town for two 
months: 'twas delivered, ufed, and returned ; not a 
word f aid by the bearer, nor the leaf fufpicion in me, 
that they had not finifhed the collation (17).^ Thus Dr. 
Bentley put the affair in a quite different light by his 
aflertions, which were replied to, and that reply again 
anfwered, and fo on, till the whole became fo per- 
plexed and confounded, that it was not eafy to judge 
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of, or come at, the truth and reality of the affair (18). 
We may, however, adjuft thefe accounts, and bring 
their differences fomevvhat nearer to a balance, by 
confidering the diftance of time, viz. full three years 
from the beginning of this tr an faction to the end of 
the controverfy, and the partiality with which each 
muft naturally recal to his remembrance his own 
words, actions, and behaviour. As to the real af- 
fair, viz. the genuinenefs of the Epiftles of Phalaris, 
it is of too great length for us to interfere at all in it, 
or to rehearfe any part of the controverfy, we {hall 
only add here, as is intimated in the text, that the 
Doctor is not now (whatever he might then be, out 
of partiality to a young fliining Nobleman) imagined 
to have the worft of the argument, or to have handled 
it without merit and applaufe as to wit and humour; 
though Mr. Boyle, as the caprice of the age then ran, 
alone received congratulations on this occafion. Thus 
Dr. Garth, in the Difpenfary (19), 

So Diamonds take a lujlre from their foil, 

And to a BENTLEY 'tis we owe a BO YL E. 

Dr. Bentley had alfo fome wags who were his enemies 
even at Cambridge, who drew his picture in the hands 
of Phalaris's guards, who were putting him into their 
mailer's bull, and out of the Doctor's mouth came a 
label with thefe words, I had rather be Roasted than 
Boyle d (20). And Dean Swift, in his Tale of a Tub, 
has fome ftrokes at Dr. Bentley upon this occafion, but 
more efpecially in his Battle of the Books (21), where, 
on account of Dr. Bentley's diflertation of Phalaris, cifc. 
being annexed to Mr. Wotton's reflections on learning, 
and their being great friends, he makes Mr. Wotton 
and Dr. Bentley, ftanding fide by fide, in each other's 
defence, to be both transfixed to the ground by one 
ftroke of the javelin of Mr. Boyle, and this he height- 
ens by the iimile of a Cook's fpitting a brace of wood- 
cocks. 

But to give a regular account of the proceedings 
of this debate, that is, of the books as printed 
About 1694 Mr. Boyle publifhed his very fine edition 
of Phalaris, with the Greek text, tranflated in a ner- 
vous and claflical Latin Stile. 

About two years and a half after this, in 1697, Dr. 
Bentley publifhed his diflertation upon the Epiftles of 
Themiftocles, Socrates, Euripides, Phalaris, and the 
Fables of JEfop, at the end of the fecond edition of Mr. 
Wotton's Reflections on Ancient and Modern Learn- 
ing : but in the third edition, in 1705, the Diflertation 
on Phalaris, being of confiderable bulk, is omitted, 
becaufe afterwards printed by Dr. Bentley entire, and 
added with great additions to his farther defence of 
it, in anfwer to Mr. Boyle. But what concerned the 
Epiftles of Themiftocles, Socrates, Euripides, and the 
Fables of JEfop, being printed no where elfe, is re- 
printed in that and the other editions of Mr. Wotton's 
book. 

In 1698 came out Dr. Bentley's Diflertation on the 
Epiftles of Phalaris and the Fables of ^Efop examined, 
by the Honourable Charles Boyle, Efq; a book more 
commonly known by the title of Boyle againjl Bentley, 
The publication of this book was hindered by Mi*. 
Boyle's bufinefs, which fent him into, and detained 
him in, Ireland, elfe he had anfwered Dr. Bentley's 
Diflertation (22) fooner. The fecond edition of this 
book was publifhed in 1742. 

Then in 1699 followed Dr. Bentley's Anfwer to the 
above, commonly known by the name of Bentley 
againjl Boyle, 2l curious piece, interfperfed with a 
great deal of true wit and humour. [This was for 
fome time a fcarce book ; but it was reprinted in 
1 777, by Mr. Bowyer and Nichols, with the advan- 
tage of feveral valuable Notes and Obfervations, either 
collected from, or communicated by, Bifliops War- 
burton and Lowth, Mr. Upton, Mr. W. Clarke, Mr. 
Markland, Dr. Salter, Dr. Owen, and Mr. Toup.] 
Thefe were the feveral pieces which appeared in this 
great difpute, excepting fome few that were publifhed 
againft the Doctor, hardly any of which have had the 
honour to come down to us, even in this fmall period 
of time (*). There is one indeed of them which we 
have quoted, and fhall quote again ; and therefore 

we fhall give the title of it here. A Jhort account 

of Dr, Bentley's Humanity and JuJHce to thefe authors 

who 


(18) The Mat- 
ter being con- 
founded with 
many flat con- 
tradictions, may 
properly be redu- 
ced to this fliort 
queftion, Vtr'i 
Crcdith Qu\r\tes 9 
Dr. Ber.tiey, or 
Mr. Eenrer, the 
Bookieller ? 


fig) Dr. Garth's 
Difpenfary. 


(20) Budgell's 
Lives of the 
Boyles, p. 193. 

(21) TheEpifodc 
in the Battle of 
the Books, p. 
256 &c. in the 
Tale of a Tub, 
fptrjim, particu- 
larly p. 22. Sat- 
93. 208. 


(22) As he tellt 
U; in the Preface. 


( f ) Among the 
reft, in 1701, a 
fliort Review of 
the Controverfy 
between Mt. 
Boyle and Dr. 
Bentky, 144. 
pages, %<vo. 
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world was at that time a little biaffed in favour of the produ&ion of the young noble- 
man, at lead as to the genteel raillery of his pieces ; for as to the real affair in hand (*), 
viz. the genuineness of the Epiftles of Phalaris, the beft judges almoft univerfally now 
(the prejudice of opinion being worn off), give the preference in that refpedt to Dr. 
Bentley ; nor does he much, if at all, fall fhorc of Mr. Boyle, in throwing a deal of life 
and fpirit into the controverfy, particularly in his anfwer to Mr. Boyle, which is inter- 
fperled, as well as Mr. Boyle's piece, with abundance of wit and humour ; and is, upon the 
whole, reckoned much the beft book- Having thus, in the text and note, given the reader 
fome account of one of the moft important paffages of Dr. Bentley's life, or at leaft of 
a part of his works that made a great noife in the learned world we fhali next regularly 
deicend to give a catalogue of his works, as nearly as we are able, according to the 
date they firft bore, or the years in which they were publifhed ; and fuch remarks as 
we fhall be able to collect upon each of them, we fhali add by way of note. This is, 
we imagine, all that can be expttted in the life of this eminent Critic, excepting what 
relates to his education, his preferments, and a few family affairs will afford. As to the 
unhappy dilagreement between his college and him, to render that, and the diftinft ac- 
count of him as a Critic the clearer, we fhall feparate them, and firft confider him with 
regard to his works and preferments, &c. and fhall afterwards treat feparately of his 
dilpute with the college, with as much perfpicuity, as fo intricate an affair will permit. 
But to return ; at the exprefs defire of his friend Mr. Grsevius, he fet about, compiled, 
and publifhed, his Animadverfions and Remarks on the Poet Callimachus (b) f E J, ma- 
king at the fame time a colledion of fome fcattered pieces or fragments of that author. 
Thefe he finifhed and lent over to Mr. Graevius, towards the latter end of his dilpute with 
Mr. Boyle, and Mr. Graevius publifhed them abroad in 1697 (i). | In 1696, at the public 
commencement at Cambridge, he was created Dodtor in 1 iv inity (*) ] In the year 1 700, 
upon the death of Dr. Montague, he was by the Crown prefented to the Mafterfhip of 
Trinity-college, Cambridge, which is reckoned worth near 1000/. per Annum , upon ob- 
taining which preferment he refigned his prebend of Worcefter (k). But June \ 2, 1701, 
(0 y , on Dr. Say well's death, he was collated Archdeacon of Ely (/). What next employed his 
iC\>. 3 76, 5 inihe critical genius, were the two firft comedies of Arittophanes. Upon thefe he made fome 
Archdeacons of curious annotations, which were publifhed at Amfterdam in 17 10, as was much about the 
fame time, at Rheims, his emendations, {5V. on the fragments of Menander and Phi- 
lemon, in the feigned name of Phileleutberus Lipfienfts. Under this character he ap 


(•) /WPh.-hri, 
been tie author of 
tbofe ingenious £- 
piftlez which the 
Doclor kaifullj 
proved he has n§ 
title to, See. 
An humble Ad- 
drefs, and feri- 
ous rcprcfenta- 
tion of the Pre- 
fent State of 
Trinry- college, 
Cambridge, in a 
Letter to a noble 
Lord, p.2 1. a well 
written piece, 
but with much 
warmth againft 
Dr. Bentley. 


(h) Bentley a- 
gainft Boyle, in 
the Preface. 

(i) Bibliotheca 
Bodleiana, 

(*j Dr. Salter** 
paper. 


(k) Willis on 
Cathedrals, in 
the Prebends of 
Wuriefter/p, 
67c 


peared again, in 1713, in remarks upon Collins's difcourfe of Free thinking, a book 
no fmall noife in the world at that time. This he handles and con- 
critical, learned, and yet familiar a manner, that the world may think 
a little obliged to him for thofe judicious and learned remarks, which may be 
capital pieces. But, as his appearing under that feigned and fo- 
reign title, may feem a little inconfiftent with publifhing his remarks in Englifh upon 
that Englifh pamphlet, we fhall juft tranferibe enough of the preface to his work, to 
explain the matter in note [Fl. Before his Remarks on Free-thinking, in 1711, came 

forth 


which had made 
futes in fo 
itfeif not 

reckoned among his 


Catalogus 
amprefibrum Li- 
brorum in Bibli- 
otheca Bodlcia- 
na, p. 136. 


( I ) A fliort ac- 
count of Dr. 
Bentley's Hu- 
manity, &fc. ut 
jupia> 0.29. 


who have written before him, with an honejl vindica- 
tion of Thomas Stanley, Efq\ and his notes on Callima- 
chus* To which arP added fome other obfervations on 
that Poet, in a Letter to the Honourable Charles Boyle, 
Efq; with a Pofifcript, in relation to Dr. Bentley 1 s late 
book againjl him. To which is added an Appendix, by 
the Bookfeller, wherein the Doctor's mifreprefentations of 
all the matters of facl, wherein he is concerned, in his late 
book about Pbalaris's Epijiles, are modejlly confider ed, 
with a Letter from the Honourable Charles Boyle on that 
Subjecl, 8vo. 1699. Lond. 

[E] His Animadverfions and Remarks on the Poet Cal- 
limachus.] The title of which, as given in the Bibli- 
otheca Bodleiana, runs thus: Annotationes, in C alii ma- 
chum ultra, 1697. Colleclio fragmentorum Callimachi 
Cif Annotationes ad eadem ibid. (*). This was an ac- 
curate edition of that Poet, publifhed by the learned 
Graevius, to whom Dr. Bentley fent over his animad- 
verfions and remarks, great part of which he is charged 
with having llolen from manufcript remarks of the 
learned Mr. Stanley, which were lent him by Sir 
Edward Sherburn f. With regard to this matter, we 
fhall only obferve, that even his inveterate enemies 
were obliged to make the following concefhon, viz. 
It ought to be acknowledged that Dr. Bentley has made 
some additions to Mr. Stanley's Collecliojis ; it ought to 
be confeficd that Dr. Bentley has made fome additions of 
his own to what was collected to his hands fo readily, 
befides a number of obfervations which are granted 
him as his own. But now let us fee, what, upon the 
whole, are the foreign opinions of this edition, and the 
Doctor's performance therein. See Graevius's preface 
to Tr. Bentley before in note [B] ; Mr. Spanheim in 
Callimachum ; Grav ipref ad Callim. Wc have fmce 
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been obliged by the Doctor's Nephew, T. Bentley, 
with an edition for fchools, &c. of this author, in 
o&avo, in the year 1741, in which are the hymns 
and a parcel of the feleft epigrams of Callimachus, 
joined with fome other things. To the reafons given 
for this editiofi in the preface, is added a little 
eflay of about twelve pages, of the pronunciation 
of the Greek tongue. 

[F] To explain the matter in the note.] In 17 13 
came out a piece, intitled, A Difcourfe of Free-think- 
ing, occafioned by the rife and growth of a Seel, called 
Free-thinkers. This was written by Mr. Collins. 
Soon after the Do&or comes out with his remarks upon 
it, in a Letter to F. H. D.D. by Pbileleutherus Lipfi- 
enfts. Before this is prefixed the following letter, of 
which we ihall take the liberty to tranferibe a part. 

To my very learned and honoured friend, F. H. D. D. 
at London, Great Britain. 

SIR, 

' Y^^^ many and great civilities to mefince your 

* firft acquaintance in the Low-Countries, and 
c the kind office you did me in conveying my anno- 
1 tations on Menander to the prefs, but, above all, 

* your taciturnity and fecrecy, that have kept the true 

* author of that book undifcovered hitherto, if not 
1 ungueiTed, have encouraged me to fend you thefe 

* prefent remarks to be communicated to the pub- 
1 Ik, &c/ 

He then tells us how he came by the difcourfe, 
viz. that an Engliftiman juft come from London, 
where this book was juft publifhed, and had made 
much difcourfe, made him a prefent of it, knowing 

him 
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forth his fa long expected and celebrated edition of Horace [G]. What he intended, 
was not properly to explain his author, but only to corred what he judged remained ftill 
Corrupted in the text, as he himfelf dells us in his preface (*); and this by the help and 
afliftance, either of ancient manufcripts, old editions, or by a happy fagacity in divina- 
tion and conjecture. This, it muft be confefied, was a nice and dangerous undertaking, 
if the author had not been perfe&ly matter of the fubjedt and argument, the language, 
ftyle, and genius of his author 5 and even received originally from nature, that particular 
fagacity of tafte, and peculiarly happy talent, which is proper and requifite to fucceed in 
fuch a hazardous attempt 5 as we may fee more fully at large in the Doctor's own 
preface (f). Dr. Bentley, however, fucceeded very well ; correcting a much greater 
number of paffages than any, or all his former interpreters, ever had done furnifliing us, 
in this his new edition of our elegant Roman poet, with a great number of very plaufible, 
and highly probable, not to mention fome which are indeed certain and genuine, emen- 
dations. But as the republic of Critics is full of curious and litigious minds and fpirits, 
as well as rafh and prefumptuous ones, not to mention, that even the mott able and im- 
partial are not in all things infallible, nor of the fame opinion ; there will not want fome, 
therefore, who cannot every where approve Dr. Bentley's guefies and conjectures [H]. 

The 
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(f) The Letter 
before the Re- 
marks on Free- 
thinking. 


him to be an admirer of Englim books, and one that 
(during his Hay at Oxford) had made himfelf a com- 
petent mailer of the Englilh language. Then he 
goes on : * I, who (as you well know) have been 

* trained up and exercifed in free thought from my 
4 youth, and whofe borrowed name, Phileleutherus, 

* fufficiently denotes me a lover of freedom, was 
' pleafed not a little with fo promifing a title. But 

* when once the curtain was drawn, and, by a per- 

* ufal of the book, the private Cabala and myfterious 

* fcheme within became vifible and open ; under the 

* fpecious mew of free-thinking, a fet and fyftem of 

* opinions are all along inculcated, and dogmatically 

* taught ; opinions the moll flavifh, the moft abjecl 

* and bate, that human underftanding is capable of. 

* This irkfome difappointment, that my fine prefent 

* mould dwindle fo far as to be below the value of 

* wafte paper, raifed a hafty refolution in me to write 

* fome remarks on it. And I find I fliall have much 

* the fame employment as I had before on Menander ; 

* for I am here too to deal in fragments, the main of 

* the book being a rhapfody of paffages out of old 

* and new writers, raked and fcraped together by the 

* joint labour of many hands, to abufe all religion. 
1 O infeliccs laborum I Had I been at their confulta- 

* tion, I could have furnifhed them with many more. 

* And I will now inform them, that if they will read 

* aH Galen, and the Greek Commentators on Ari- 

* flotle, they may find two or three paffages much 

* fitter for their purpofe than any they have brought, 

' lie. (t)-' 

[G] In 1 7 1 1 came forth his fo long expeBed and ce- 
lebrated edition of Horace. ~\ This; which is alfo a 
very correct, elegant, and neat edition, was printed 
in quarto, and dedicated to the Earl of Oxford from 
Trinity-college, Cambridge, upon the very birth-day 
of Horace, <viz the 6th of the Ides of December. 
In the preface the Doctor tells us, that having much 
care and bufinefs upon his hands, he was obliged to 
forfake more difficult ftudies ; but that he might not 
entirely forget his old love for the Mufes, he refolved 
to undertake fome eafy and pleafant work, which did 
not fo much require a free and undifturbed mind, but 
mignt rather conduce to make it fo. Horace, he 
fays, was the author he pitched upon, not fo much 
that he imagined there were more faults to correct 
in that than in any other of the Ancients, but becaufe 
moft pleating to the generality of his readers, and 
himfelf; keeping himfelf within thefe bounds, viz. 
only to meddle with fuch things as mould belong to 
the genuine and right reading, altogether neglecting 
what the generality of Commentators have laboured 
in, viz* what regards the hiftory, cuftoms, and man- 
ners of the Ancients. This, indeed, he acknowledges 
to be a very material work ; but as it had been al- 
ready done, there was no occafion for farther remarks 
in that way. He owns he adds more from his own 
imaginations and conjectures, than from manufcripts 
or books. He then proceeds to give us an account 
of the fevera! manufcripts and editions of Horace that 
he had confulted. The title runs thus : Horatius 
Flaccus ex recenjione, et cum notis et emendationibus, 
Richardi Bentleii. It has gone through many edi- 
tions, and been printed according to his emendations 
and corrections in various fizes. We fhall only far- 
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ther add, with reference to the Amfcerdam edition, 
compared with the Cambridge one (23), that it feems 
much more convenient and better difpofed, the notes 
being every where here placed under the text, whereas 
they were all before at the end of the volume ; and 
the additions alfo are put and inferted in their proper 
places, which before were only at the end of the fe- 
cond tome. The copies, likewife, which are printed 
upon large paper feem far to furpafs in beauty and 
goodnefs thole of England, although the larger, as 
well as lelTer ones, are both fold much cheaper than 
the Englilh ever were. But what is ftill more conii- 
derable, the Dutch bookfellers have printed in the 
fame letter Daniel Avemau's Index of Horace's words 
and phrafes ; to which Mr. Verburg has added all the 
various readings in Dr. Bentley's edition, and has 
belides augmented it with 500 quotations, and has 
(truck out all there was in it relating to the con- 
junctions and other undeclinable particles, which no 
reader has ever any occafion to inquire or fearch for. 
This Index alone, therefore, if there was nothing elfe 
befides, will recommend this edition, arid make it 
preferable to the other. 

[//] There will not want fome, therefore, who can- 
not every where approve Dr. Bentley* s gueffes and con- 
jectures.] As to Foreigners, M. Le Clerc's Judgment 
and Cenfure of Horace is the only one we haveperuled 
on that fubject, though there are doubtlefs fome others 
in the foreign Journals and Bibliotheques. As to 
M. Le Clerc's opinion (24.), the reader has great 
part of it, except what relates to any particular cri- 
ticifms, in the text, as alfo in tjbe foregoing note. Iri 
the year following the Doctor's edition, viz. 171 2, 
came out, by various hands, the Odes and Epodes of 
Horace, in fixpenny numbers, making in the whole 
two volumes in octavo; the titles of which are, The 
Odes and Epodes of Horace in Latin and Engltjb, with 
a Tranfation of Dr. Bcntley's Notes. To which are 
added Notes upon Notes, done in the Bentleian Jlyle and 
manner. The preface to this, as it is fhort, and 
fomething pertinent in this place, we fhall here add. 
< We humbly hope that the reader will encourage the 
' following E flays, upon feveral accounts. Firft, As 
' they are defigned to fhew him the beft author of 

* Auguftus's age in his native purity. Secondly, To 
i give him a further proof how far all attempts to 

* render him into Englilh, even after the beft verfion 
4 now extant has fucceeded no better, mUft fall fhort 
1 of the original. Thirdly, To convince him how 
tf ridiculous it is to pre fume to correct Horace with- 

* out authority, upon the pretended ftrength of fupe- 
1 rior judgment in Poetry. And laftly, How ealily 

* fuch a prefumption may be turned upon the au- 

* thors, and fufficiently expofe them in their own 
1 way (25).' This laft paragraph feems indeed to 
exprefs the greateft part of the defign of this work, 
which is executed with a great deal of fpirit and hu- 
mour. Thefe and other pieces are, we find, hinted 
at by the learned Johnfon (author of the Gramma- 
tical Commentaries) in the following words, in his 
Arijlarchi Anti-Bentleiani (26) : 1 Sed elapfo anno 
' uno, atque item altero, cum adverfariis, quos tres 

* vel quatuor habuit, nihil viderem argumento dig- 
c num prodiilTe : neque de iis quidquam dictum in 
1 quibus Bentleius maxime peccaverat.' But a year 
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(23) From the 
French of M. lc 
Clerc's Judg- 
ment and Cen- 
fure of Dr. Ben- 
t ley's Horace. 


(24) Le Clerc't 
Cenfure and 
Judgment of 
Horace, trans- 
lated from ihe 
French. 


(25) Prefuc; to 
Bentley's Ho- 
race 4 notes upon 
notes. 


(26) Ariftarchi 
Anti- Bentlciani 
nonaginra Ben* - 
leii per notas u- 
niverfas Latin!- 
rate La^fus Ice • 
dilTimos often- 
dens, Prefat. 
Pi vi. 
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The commonwealth of learning is now fo. free, that every one pretends, and has a right 
to fpeak his mind and fentifnents, how diffonant or oppofite ioever they may prove, even to 
that of the oreateft and ableft pens, or thofe of the firft rank and order therein On the 
«h of November, in the year 1715, the Doftor preached a fermon before the Univcrfity 
acrainft Popery, on which fomebody foon after publilhed Remarks, which occafioncd 
Dr. Bentley's anfwer, intitltd, < ReHeftions on the fcandalous Afperfions caft on the 
« Clergy, by the Author of the Remarks on Dr, Bentley's Sermon on Popery, &c. 
This was printed in the year 1717, in 8w. In the year 1716, the Doftor had two 
printed I etters inferibed to him, dated Jan. r, to which alfo were added his Anfwer. 
Thefe were concerning his intended edition of the Greek Teftament, giving fome account 
of what was to be expe&ed in that edition ; and in them we are intormed, that he in- 
tended to make no ule of any manuicript in this edition that was not a thoufand years old 
or above; of which for: he had got at that time twenty together in his fhidy, which made 
up, one with another, 20,000 years [/]. After having had this affair in agitation for 
about four years, he at laft publifhed propofals for it (*), which, notvvithftanding the (•) Asbeio*; 
difficulty of the times, met with prodigious encouragement from all true lovers of learn- note l/d. 
ing, and people of the beft rank and quality at London. But foon after came out Re- 
marks, paragraph by paragraph, on thele propofals, by Dr Conyers Middleton, as it 
afterwards appeared, who lets out by a (Turing his reader, that it was neither perfonal 
fpleen, nor envy to the author of the Propofals, that drew the following remarks from 
him, but a ferious conviftion that Dr. Bentley had neither talents nor materials proper for 
the work, and that religion was much more likely to receive detriment than fervice from 
it. 4 The time, manner, and other circumftances of thefe propofals/ fays he, ' make it 

* but too evident, that they were haftcned out to fcrve quite different ends than thofe of 
< common Chriltianity ; and I think it my duty to obviate, as far as 1 am able, the in- 

* fluence they might have on fome, whom big words, and bold attempts, are apt to lead 
c implicitly into an high opinion and admiration of the merit and abilities of the under- 

* taker. 5 Dr. Middleton then proceeds to criticife, paragraph by paragraph, on Dr. 
Bentley's propofals, of which, as it was a famous difpute, and quite overthrew the Doc- 
tor's defign (though he had at firft met with all imaginable fuccefs), we fhall endeavour 
to give the reader fome idea, by extradts from the pamphlets that puffed on that occa- 


(17) Prcfat. 
p. vii. 


{%%) Pref. p. 
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* Johnfon was 
a fchoolmafter at 
Nottingham. 


An Account 
of the Univerfity 
of Camb r idge, 
iS c by Edmund 
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or two having pa/Ted without any of Dr. Bentley's 
antagonifts, of which he had three or four, advancing 
any thing worthy of notice, having never touched 
upon the places where he was mod faulty ; Mr. John- 
fon, as he informs us, was refolved to have a ilroke 
or two at the Doclor himfelf, but was delayed three 
or four years by an indifpofition, which alfo made 
him examine the Doftor no farther than the XXX Vllth 
ode, or firft book of Horace, in his firft part (27)* 
This piece, as the reader may perceive by the title in 
the margin, is in Latin, and was printed in ocTavo at 
Nottingham, at leaft fix years after the Doctor's edi- 
tion of Horace. Before it is prefixed a Latin preface 
of about eighteen pages, in which the author gives 
his reafons for undertaking this work, and for ufing 
the Doftor fo familiarly, or rather rudely, as he does. 
This he pretends is Dy way of retaliation for the great 
men (28) Dr. Bentley has made free with, where he 
accordingly fums up what the Doftor fays of him- 
felf, and what of others. However, the De fe diSia 
of Mr. Johnfon *, even in this preface, are not in- 
confiderable. At the end of the firft part of Mr. 
Johnfon's remarks, confifting of 108 pages, is a ftanza 
of an old ballad, with annotations after the manner 
of Dr. Bentley ; and after that follows a fecond part, 
which goes through with an examination of the other 
books, Epodes, Satires, and Epiftles of Horace ; 
and though there is no doubt but that many of the 
obfervations of this Grammarian are very juft and 
true, yet we can no ways agree with Mr. Edmund 
Miller, either in his opinion of Ariftarchus, or 
Dr. Bentley's Horace. His words are thefe (29) : 

* But the Doftor has had the ill fortune to fall into 

* the hands of Mr. John/on, who (by giving himfelf 
1 the trouble of examining only into the firft book of 
1 this applauded performance) has in his Ariftarchus 
' above mentioned difcovered fo much want of judg,- 
1 ment, fo many abfurdities, inconiiftencies, filly af- 
' fefted alterations, together with fo much carelefT- 

■ nefs, even to the writing not only improper, but 

■ falfe Latin in many inftances, beftdes a knavifti ar- 
' rogance of affuming other peopled difcoveries to 

* himfelf, thatie has made it plain (in much better 
' Latin than his own) that the Doftor in this cdi- 

* tion, as well as his- other aftions, had his chief view 
' upoji profit.' But Mr. Miller's learning, tafte for 


criticifm, or books, will never hurt Dr. Bentley, 
However, as we have now mentioned it, and fhall 
have occafion to take farther notice of it, we cannot 
help giving fomething of a character of it from a late 
ingenious author (30). Another trifiing pamphlet, in 
relation, to this Univerfty, has been lately thruft into 
the world, with little defegn, I fear, of inftruclion, 
but rather to irritate a party fujficiently enraged againfi 
our famous Uni<verfties, and to haften a <vifitation ; 
take it, fuch as it is, publijhed under the title of, &c 
We fhall wind up our obfervations on this noted per- 
formance of the Doftor's (which, as I remember 
fomewhere to have read, coft himfelf no lefs time 
than the taking of Troy did the Greeks) with a paf- 
fage even of the preface of Mr. Johnfon's Ariftar- 
chus ; which ihews the true merit and value of that 
work, and the opinion the Learned entertained of it 
at that time, and which it juftly deferves. 4 Caeteris 
4 eum in deliciis efi*e, ut unicum Horatii interpre- 
" tern, laudibus in ccelum ferri : librum adolefcenti- 

* bus in manus ubique tradi, quo demum poetac tanti 
1 veros fenfus, atque elegantias qu6 in multis lingua? 
4 Latinae rationem internofcerent (31).' 44 Others 
" were fo delighted with him, that they ufed to extol 
44 him up to the Ikies, as the only Commentator (or 
tc interpreter) of Horace. His book was every where 
44 given into the hands of youth, as from which alone 
44 they could come at the true fenfe and elegancies of 
44 that great Poet, and from whence alone, in many 
" cafes, they could arrive at the true knowledge of 
44 the Latin tongue." 

[/] Of which fort he had got at that time twenty to- 
gether in his ftudy, which made up, one with another, 
20,000 years.] Mr. Martin of Utrecht, fpeaking 
upon the fubj eft of this very letter, fays, that 4 our 
4 Editor is not a little indebted to his good fortune 
4 for^ having found twenty manufcripts well told, 
4 which are of 1000 years ago, or above, it being one 

* of the moft extraordinary difcoveries in this kind of 
4 Literature that has been made in oar days (32).' 
And again, in another place (33), 4 the point will 

* be, fays he, whether thefe MSS. lately difcovered 
' be really as old as Dr. Bentley takes them to be ; 
4 for we are not ignorant how difficult it is, not to fay 

* impoflible, to pafs always in thefe cafes a certain 

* judgment fecure from all doubts.' 
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Ben t l e y. 

fion As to matters of mere learning and criticifm, or difpute and malicious raillery, 

we lhall purpofely omit them, as it would abundantly tranfgrefs the limits we muft ne- 

eeflarily 


*3* 


[K] On that occafionJ] Propofals for printing a 
new edition of the Greek Teflament, and St. Hierom's 
Latin verfion. H KAINfH A 1 A © H K H Grace Novum 
Tef amentum verfionis -uulgata, P. S " r Hieronymum ad 

vetujla exemplar ia Graca caftigata et exacla 

tttrumque ex antiquijjimis Cod. MSS. cum Gratis turn 
Latinis edidit Richardus Bentleius. 

I. The author of this edition obferving that the 
printed copies of the New Teflament, both of the 
original Greek and ancient Vulgar Latin, were taken 
from manufcripts of no great antiquity, fuch as the 
firft editors could then procure ; and that now, by 
God's providence, there are manufcripts in Europe 
(acceflible though with great charge) above 1000 
years old, in both languages, he believes he may do 
good fervice to common Chriilianity, if he publifhes 
a new edition of the Greek and Latin, not according 
to the recent and interpolated copies, but as repre- 
fented in the moft ancient and venerable manufcripts, 
in Greek and Roman capital letters. 

II. The author revolving in his mind fome paflages 
of St. Hierom, where he declares, that (without 
making a new verfion) he adjufted and reformed the 
whole Latin Vulgate to the beft Greek exemplary , that 
is, to thofe of the famous Origen ; and another paf- 
fage, where he fays, that a verbal or literal interpre- 
tation out of Greek into Latin is not neceflary, except 
in the Holy Scriptures, ubi ipfe verborum ordo myfte- 
rium eft, where the very order of the words is my fiery, 
took thence the hint, that if the oldeft copies of the 
original Greek, and Hierom's Latin, were examined 
and compared together, perhaps they would be Hill 
found to agree both in words and order of words; 
and upon making the eft ay, he has fucceeded in his 
conjecture beyond his expectation, or even his hopes. 

III. The author believes, that he has retrieved 
(except in very few places) the true exemplar of Ori- 
gen., which was the ftandard to the moft learned of the 
Fathers at the time of the council of Nice, and two 
centuries after ; and he is fure that the Greek and 
Latin manufcripts, by their mutual affiftance, do fo 
fettle the original text to the fm all eft nicety, as can- 
not be performed now in any clafTic author whatever ; 
and that out of a labyrinth of thirty thoufand various 
readings, that crowd the pages of our prefent beft 
editions, all put upon equal credit to the offence of 
many good perfons ; this clue fo leads and extricates 
us, that there will fcarce be two hundred out of fo 


many thoufands that can deferve the leaft confi- 
deration. 

IV. To confirm the lections which the author places 
in the text, he makes ufe of the old verfions, Syriac, 
Coptic, Gothic, and ^Ethiopic ; and of all the Fa- 
thers, Greeks and Latins, within the firft five cen- 
turies ; and he gives in his notes all the various read- 
ings (now known) within the faid five centuries ; fo 
that the reader has under one view what the firft ages 
of the Church knew of the text, and what has crept 
into any copies fince is of no value or authority. 

V. The author is very fenfible, that in the facred 
writings there is no place for conjectures or emenda- 
tions ; diligence and fidelity, with fome judgment and 
experience, are the characters here requifite ; he de- 
clares, therefore, that he does not alter one letter in 
the text without the authorities fubjoined in the notes ; 
and to leave the free choice to every reader, he places 
under each column the fmalleft variations of this edi- 
tion, either in words or order, from the received 
Greek of Stephanus, and the Latin of the two Popes, 
Sixtus V. and Clement VIII. ; fo that this edition 
exhibits both itfclf and the common ones. 

VI. If the author has any thing to fuggeft towards 
a change of the text, not fupported by any copies now 
extant, he will offer it feparate in his Prolegomena ; in 
which will be a large account of the feveral manu- 
fcripts here ufed, and of the other matters which con- 
tribute to make this edition ufeful. In this work he 
is of no feet: or party : his defign is to ferve the whole 
L'hriftian name : he draws no confequences in his 
notes, makes no oblique glances upon any difputed 
points, old or new. He confecrates this work as a 
KutwXtov, a Krvfrx io-uu, a Charter 9 a Magna Chart a, 
\o the whole Chriftian Church, to laft when all the 


ancient manufcripts here quoted may be loffand ex- 
tinguiflied. 

VII. To publifh this work, according to its ufe and 
importance, a great expence is requifite. It is de- 
figned to be printed, not on the paper or with the 
letter of this fpecimen, but with the beft letter, pa- 
per, and ink, that Europe affords ; it muft therefore 
be done by fubfeription or contribution. As it will 
make two tomes in folio, the loweft fubfeription for 
fmaller paper muft be three guineas, one advanced in 
prefent ; and for the great paper five guineas, two 
advanced. 

VIII. The work will be put to the prefs as foon as 
money is contributed to fupport the charge of the im- 
preffion, and no more copies will be printed than fub- 
fcribed for. The overfeer and corrector of the prefs 
will be the learned Mr. John Walker of Trinity-col- " 
lege in Cambridge, who with great accuratenefs has 
collated many manufcripts at Paris for the prefent 
edition ; and the iflue of it, whether gain or lofs, is 
equally to fall on him and the author. 

Then follows the fpecimen, *oik, the laft chapter of 
the Apocalypfe, with a Latin verfion, and the various 
readings of the feveral manufcripts in the notes. Soon 
after thefe propofals, in 1721, came out Dr. Middle- 
ton's remarks upon them, paragraph by paragraph, 
as above in the text. In thefe he obferves, that our 
author makes no fcruple to deftroy the authority of all 
our publilhed fcriptures, crying down all the current 
editions as corrupt and adulterate ; and then, in vin- 
dication of the former editions, Dr. Middleton en- 
deavours to prove the excellency of two or three of 
the principal ones, &zz. the celebrated Compluten- 
fian, printed in 1515, which had all the manufcripts 
of the Vatican, befides many other of the greateft an- 
tiquity, procured by Cardinal Ximenes, with no 
fmall trouble and expence, from Rome, Spain, and 
other foreign parts ; infomuch that feven only of 
thefe manufcript copies, fetched from different coun- 
tries, colt him 4000 crowns (34). Next Erafmus's ( 34 ) Gemefm*, 
edition, formed by collating and comparing many of De Rebus Geflis 
the moft correct and ancient manufcripts, both Greek x i memi > lib. xi. 
and Latin. Dr. Mill compares' one of Erafmus's 
Greek manufcripts to the Alexandrian itfelf, which 
is fuppofed to be above 1 200 years old ; and then 
inftances Robert Stephens, who collected the text of % 
his edition from no fewer than fixteen of the beft 
manufcripts, fome of which are defcribed by him to 
be ipjd vet uft at is fpecie parne adorandos. I need not 
mention, fays he, the many other editions we have 
of good note, but fhall leave it to the reader to deter- 
mine from thefe, how juft and modeft our author has 
been in this paragraph ; and whether manufcripts of 
no great antiquity, recent and interpolated, be the 
proper tranilations of Antiquiffima, EmendatiJ/imaque 
<vcneranda vetujiatis, fpcclataque fdei ; for thefe are 
the epithets given to thofe manufcripts. Befides the 
laft edition of the learned Dr. Mill, who with incre- 
dible pains and induftry for thirty years together has 
drav/n together in his elaborate edition, not only 
what had been collected by all other authors and edi- 
tors before him, but the collations likewife of all 
manufcripts what foe ver which he had heard of, or 
were at all in fame in any part of Europe, there are 
many in his collections above 1000 years old, and in 
capitals too. But the author of the remarks carries 
his remarks on the beginning of this article by much 
too far, the matter being drawn up in as tender and 
modeft terms as the nature of the thing would bear, (35) Dr. Ben- 
without any the fmalleft reproach or reflection on the ^ey's PjropouJs 
prior editors (35). Dr. Bentley reduces Dr. Middle- fjr P rintin g a 
ton to the following dilemma : No man can poffibly ^ w ^ dit ^n °f 

i. j- • i_ irij r 1 the Greek. 1 ef- 

givea better edition than thofe already extant ; or the tament, and St. 
man that can do it, ought necefTarily to fay in his Hierom's Latin 
propofals, that the extant editions are erroneous and verfion, with a 
imperfect (36). Did not Erafmus, without public " * n £ wer to 
cenfure, refine, by repeated editions, not only upon 0 f a^ate Pam-^* 
the Complutenfes, but even upon himfelf ? How came phkteer, by a 
Robert Stephens, a mere Printer, with public accepta- Memkr 01 ra- 
tion and applaufe, to refine upon them both (37) ? n'ty-college, 

The venerable manufcripts of the Complutenfes did Cambridge, 

not hinder Erafmus from varying from them in a 72l> P ' *" 
thoufand places ; oor did Erafmus's cornel and ancient ^ Uidt p ' 12 ' 

manufcripts ^7) Uid. p. 13, 


2 3 i B E N T L E Y. 

ceffarily fet to ourfdves upon this occafion, referring the curious reader to the trafts them- 
klves for a fuller account. Soon after thefe Remarks paragraph by paragraph, there 
came out the Propofals, with a pamphlet, in titled, A full Anfwer to all the Remarks of 
a late Pamphleteer, by a Member of Trinity-college, Cambridge, 1721, figned J. E. 
This Br. Middleton, and all, imagined could be' none but the Do&or himfelf, as well 
from the ftyle as the letters J. E. being the two firft vowels of Richard Bentky : and, 
upon this fuppofition, Dr. Middleton and others, in their future remarks, make that one 
great handle of abufing him. It is, however, fomewhat uncertain, whether Dr. Middle- 
ton might not be as much miftaken as to the author of rhofe Remarks, as the very author 
of thole Remarks was with refpeft to the author of the Remarks paragraph by paragraph, 
who took them to be made by Dr. Colbatch [L]. Soon after this came out a pamphler, 

with 


(33) Ibid. P . 1 3 . 


( 39 ; ib d. P . 15, 


(40) Ibtd. p, 14. 


(41) Some far. 
ther Remarks, 
paragraph by pa- 
ragraph, upon 
Propofals lately 
published for a 
new Edition of 
a Greek and La- 
tin Teftament, 
by Richard Ben- 
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a full Anfwer to 
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De/encc of his 
faid Propofals, 
as well as to a*ll 
his Objections 
there made a- 
gaii.ft my for- 
mer Remarks, 
by Conyers Mid- 
dleton, D. D. 
price z s. p. 4,5. 
(42)TwoLettcrs 
to Dr. Brntley, 
and the Doctor's 
Anfwer, dated 
Trin. C<»il, Jan. 
if i7 l6 ' '7- 
f4j) Some far- 
ther Remarks 
&c. containing 
j full Anfwer to 
the Editor's late 
Defence of his 
Propofals, fefc. 
p. 8. 

(44) Hid. p. 24. 


mauifcripu deter P^obert Stephens from doing the like 
by his. — The world is now advanced, adds he, two 
whole, centuries in age fince the date of the Compluten- 
ftan and Erafmus's edition, and as, much within thirty 
years fince that of Robert Stephens. Within that time 
older manufcripts have been brought to light than 
thofe editors knew. Every thing is comparatively 
old or recent. In thofe days, when no better was 
feen, they gave the titles of ancient and venerable to 
manufcripts that are how fcarcely reckoned in the 2d 
or 3d rate. — The Doctor fays, that his edition would 
chiefly turn upon eight Greek manufcripts, the molt 
recent of which is one thoufand years old (38) ; and 
that without the concurrence of fome of thefe, he 
will fcarce put one word in his text. Now of all 
thefe eight, not one was ufed, either by the Complu- 
tenfes or Erafmus, and only one of them by Robert 
Stephens, and that very negligently. A s to Ximenes's 
feven manufcripts, he obferves that 4,000,000 crowns 
would not buy the manufcripts that he had got col- 
lated for this edition ; and though he had no Cardi- 
nal's purfe, he had fpent neverthelefs a thoufand 
crowns only for the bare ufe of them (39), and that 
four of thefe eight manufcripts (and the four princi- 
pal, abating the Alexandrian) were never collated by 
or for Dr. Mill (40) ; befides which, he had collated 
with his own hand a fcore of old Latin Teftaments, 
which he had procured at his own expence. This 
pamphlet, called a Defence of Dr. Bentley's Propo- 
fals for printing a new edition of the Greek Teita- 
ment, c5r. is again anfwered by Dr. Middleton in 
his own proper name (41), by fumming up, in fome- 
thing a ilronger manner, what he had before faid, 
and itill infilling upon the excellence and antiquity of 
the manufcripts of the former editions ; and he turns 
the Doctor's anfwer wholly into a proof of his pride 
and arrogance. He then proceeds to inquire into the 
true ftate of his materials in this manner: — The firft 
account I have met with of his manufcripts, fays he 
(4 2), is in a printed letter of his, upon the fubjecl of 
his edition, as above in the text. Thus, fays Dr. 
Middleton (43), his twfhty old manufcripts Jhri?ik at 
once to eight ; and he is forced again to own, that 
even of thefe eight, there are only four which had not 
been collated and tnade ufe of by Dr. Mill. He ought 
however, methinks, to oblige his fubferibers with a 
mere particular and fatisfaclory account of the four ma- 
nufcripts he pretends to ; whether, though never ufed 
by Dr. Mill, they were not Hill collated by Dr. Kuf- 
ter ; whether any one of them, or all together, make 
out the whole New Teltament ; for it is a great rarity 
to find any one of value which contains above a part of 
it ; and our editor tells us himfelf, that there are very 
few good ones, nay, not fo much as one of any antiquity, 
befides the Alexandrine, which comprehends the whole, 
fo that whenever he thinks fit to anfwer thefe queries, 
his little flock will probably be reduced once more to 
half. Nay, he will be left, I am almoft confident, 
with nothing more than fome piece only of the New 
Teftament in manufcript : for I will not pretend to 
deny (44), that our author may pofTibly have met 
with, and collated fome few manufcripts, which Dr. 
Mill had not heard or made ufe of ; but what reafon 
or pretence can this give him for fuch a triumph and 
infult over all editors before him ? I might alio, fays 
Dr. Middleton, properly enough obferye the many 
blunders and errata of the prefs (as remarkable in 
this fpecimcn as in tl^e very worft of our printed edi- 
tions), to fhew that there is no kind of inaccuracy 
but what may be juflly charged upon it. Dr. Ben- 
tley, in defence of the incorre&nefs of his fpecimcn, 
alleges, that the propofals were drawn up in halte in 
1 


one evening by candle-light, and printed next day 

from the firft: and fole draught ; which' hafle likewife 

hindered him from revifing it, and fo left feveral falfe 

accents and points in the fpecimen ; and afterwards 

adds, that he feared not that all men of common 

fenfe and common candour would look on 34.0 hints 

in that chapter of fpecimen (45), and not from two (45) jb\d. P . 2 $. 

fmall flips, imagine, that all thofe agreements came 

by chance without the tranflator's defign or thought ; 

and that they would look moie on the 30 variations that 

appeared before his fpecimen (46), between the two (46) p. 3% 

texts, and are now reconciled from the beft copies, 

than on two trifling variations that Hill remain. 

[Z] Who took them to be made by Dr. Colbatch. ~\ 

Cambridge, Jan. 20. 
1 pINDING myfelf to be treated after a mofl 

* barbarous manner in a virulent libel, which 
{ bears the title of Dr. Bentley's Propfals, with a full 
1 A?ifwer, Sec. upon pretence of my being the author 
' of the Remarks upon the Propofals lately publiihed 

* by Richard Bentley, &c. I think it necefTary, upon 

* feveral accounts, to declare as follows : 

* That I am not the author of thofe Remarks, nor 
1 any part of them ; and that they were undertaken 
' and written without my afTillance or knowledge ; 

* That R. B. certainly knew, or eafily might have 
f known, that they were written by the Reverend and 

* Learned Dr. Middleton, who had owned them to 

* feveral of his friends, by vvhofe means he verily be- 
' lieves that R: B. was informed that he alone was 

* the author : For my own part, prefently after the 
' Remarks were publiihed, I took all occafions to de- 
1 clare as above, being obliged in juflice fo to do, 

* left my filence might in fome meafure contribute to 

* deprive my worthy friend of the honour due for fo 

* excellent a performance ; nor do I queftion but 
- R. B. before he began to write his libel, had been 

* acquainted with what I faid on thofe occafions : 
1 That thofe foul afperfions, which are caft upon me 
« in almoft every page, are as falfe in fact, as they 

* are apparently malicious ; which is notorious to all 
1 who know me, and to none more than R. B. him- 
*• felf : That I never wrote any libels againft the Go- 

* vernment, the College, or Mafter, as he falfcly 

* afTerts. I never wrote any thing at all relating to 

* the Government, or publiihed any thing concem- 
1 ing the College, or Mafter, except a Commemora- 

* tion Sermon, Dec. 1, 17 17, which the Maikr pre- 
' tended to approve of, giving it under his hand that 
' he would fubferibe to every word of it. As to 
' other matters relating to either, I have huherto 
' thought them fit only for the cognizance of a 
1 Vifitor. ' 6 

' John Colbatch, D.D. Senior Fellow of Trinity- 
4 college, and Cafuiitkal Profefibr of Divinity 
1 in the Univerfity of Cambridge (47).' 

Cambridge, Feb. 27, 1720-1. 
At a meeting of the Vice- Chancellor and Hea<b> 

* -^V HERE AS the Rev. John Colbatch, D. D. 

* and Cafuiftical Profefibr of this Univci-fi. , 

* hath made complaint to us of a book lately pub- 
' lifhed, annexed to Propofals for printing a new 
S edition of the Greek Teftament, and called a 
' full Anfwer to all the Remarks of a late Pam- 
' phleteer, by a Member of Trinity- collet, f u b- 
' ienbed J. E. wherein the faid John Colbatch con- 
' ceives himfelf to be highly injured, as k brin» reprc- 
' fent:d under the molt reproachful and infamous 

* characters,- 


(47) At the end 
of the 1 1 re f. ice to 
Some fMher 
Remarks, &V« 
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with fome farther Remarks, Gfh containing a full anfwer to the editor's late defence of 

his Propofals, as well as all his objections there made againft my former Remarks, by 

Conyers Middleton, D. D. As alfo, an anonymous Letter to the Reverend Mailer of 

Trinity college, Cambridge, editor of a new Greek Teftament. We alfo find, under the 

catalogue of the Dofror's works in the Bibliotheca Bodleiana, much about this time, 

another publication, fomewhat analogous, and relating to this affair, viz. An Enquiry 

into the Authority of the Primitive Complutenfian edition of the New Teftament, in a 

Letter to Archdeacon Bentley, in 1722, tivo (n). As to thefe Propofals, Dr. Middleton c») asampu. 

takes upon him to fay, that they were only publifhed with a view * that Tome noife fhould J ] f n c e u i l ^ cru d r F L '^ 

4 be made in the world in his favour, to fupport his declining character by fomething f.ol Amtukod. 

' great and popular, to recover efteem and applaufe to himlelf, and throw an odium and Bcmicd cditionc 

ih S r™ f -u" 4 contem P t u P on his profecutors, (o) 9 But another author makes us It ill more n. t. L»nj. 

&7. p.**?* obliged to the dilpute between him and his college : i And next (by the help of favour- B1b.B0d.V0i.ii. 

* ers of learning, falfely fo called) to gain an impunity for what he is accufed of ; it may p- 102 - 

* be truly faid, as to whatever he has publifhed within thefe laft feven years (if there has 

1 been any merit in it), it has been more owing to his profecution than to hirnfelf (p). 9 (p) Miibr'- Ac- 
Were this the cauie, as Dr. Middleton and the learned Mr. Millar feem to imagine, the 
world is not a little indebted to that college for their (quarrels and diiputes with this great dmoridgc, 
man, which it is likely were engaged in from this public-fpirired view. It is indeed i>* i00 > 101 ' 
much to be regretted, that they could not find means of continuing their animofuy and 
profecutions as long as the Doctor's life, that the world might have been ftill farther 
obliged to them for fome other performances of their learned Mafter : We fay obliged 
to them-, for, doubtlefs, as they had found out the Doctor's foible, it was only with 
this public-fpirited defign that they gave him and themfelves fo much trouble. The 
Doftor, however, was permitted to live the remainder of his life, without profecution, 
in eafe and idlenefs, only giving us his Terence, Phsedrus, and Milton, in all that time. 
In 1725, at a Public Commencement on the 6th of July, the Do&or made an elegant 
Latin fpeech, on creating feven Dodors of Divinity, in which, at the feveral periods, by 
little notes below, is fet forth the whole form of the creation of a Doftor of Divinity. 
This piece is ufually joined to his edition of Terence and Ph^edrus : at leaft it is added to 
the Amfterdam edition of it [M], in 1727, which is a very neat edition, upon a good 
paper and print, adorned with a curious frontifpiece, and dedicated by Dr. Bentley co the 
Prince oY Wales. The Doftor has not only obliged us with his nous on Terence, but 
has alfo added thole of the learned Gabriel Faernius, and taken great pains in amending 
and correcting the author, not only from thofe ancient manufcripts which Gabriel Faer- 
nius had procured, but alfo from whatever manufcripts the Royal Library, thofe of Cam- 
bridge, or any of his friends, could afford \ fome of which, he a flu res us, were of great 
antiquity, and at leaft next, and very little inferior to, thofe of Faernius, the orthography 
df which, as the moft ancient manufcript, he altogether follows (q). He has, likevvife, f?>Se**h*Fpe4 
altered the text in abundance of places, though never without giving in the notes the face 10 Terence, 
manner and reafon for fuch alteration. Then follows the Schediafma of the metre and 
accents of Terence, by which the Dodtor proves that Terence is written all in verfe (r). (>■) md. 
This, hdwever, has been a matter of fome controverfy between the learned Bifhop Hare 
arid our author \ upon which, as difputes ran pretty high, an ingenious author has made 
an oblervation which we fhall mention below [N]. About the year 1732, the Doflor 

pubiuhed 

* chara&ersj and hath therefore applied to us for re- ha tells Mr. Boyle (49), ejus hum axis as JSnguIarJs, if, Pliala-! ' 

* drefs : We the Vice-Chancellor and Heads of Col- faid of him feriouilv and candidly, as he alw;iv, made Epiflles eiatni 
1 leges, whofe names are underwritten, having per- it his endeavour to oblige even Foreigners by all ed, p. 6S. 

* ufed the faid book, do find that the faid Dr. Col- courtefy and humanity, and much more to encourage 
« batch had jurt ground of complaint, it appearing to and aflift any ufeful defign at home. But to return 

* us that he is therein defcribed under very odious to his Terence: It was firlt published here in 1:2 , 
' and ignominious characters, and do declare and under the following title : P. Terentii Afri Comae- 

* pronounce the faid book to be a moil virulent and dias r'ecenfuit not af que fuas et Gab rich s Faerm ad- 
< fcandalous libel, highly injurious to the faid Dr. didit Ricbardus Bentlcius. To which the Amit?rdam 
« Col batch, contrary to good manners, and a noto- edition adds, Edith altera, denuo recenfa ac in 

e rious violation of the ftatutes and difcipline of this amplijJi?no rerum et verhorum tarn in iexi:un qua,;: noias 
« Univerfity ; and, as foon as the author of the faid aucla, Amfteloda?ni y 1727 . To this is adjoined a beauti- 

■ libel can be discovered, we refolve to do juftice to ful edition of Phsedrus, under the following title : 

■ the faid Dr. Colbatch, by inflicting fuch cenfures Phxdri Augufti liberti fabularum JEfiparum, lib. V. 

■ upon the, offender as the ltatutes cf this Univerfity Publii Syri et aliorum veterum fententite. Recenfi 

* in that cafe do appoint. ( notas addidit Ricbardus Bentleius. To which is ~ alfo 

Tho. % Crofts* Vice- Ed<w. Lany y added a copious index. 

( Chancellor, R. Jenkin, [TV] Upon which , as dijputes ran pretty high, an in- 

John Cove/, W. Grigg, , genious author has made an obfer nation, nvhi.- 

C. Ajhton, t D. Water land t mention be/ow.] ' However, as I heartily v/ilh that 

Bard/ey Fifier, Wm. Savage.' ' the prefent difficulties and difcouragemcnts to the 

* ftudy.of the Scriptures, fo accurately repref iu^d 
[Ml At leaft it is added to the Amfterdam edition of ' Dt. Hare, were taken away; fo do I think no fucji 
iu I This we take to be the beft edition of it, as well \ difficulties ought to difcourage great and good men 
as his Horace, being fupplied with two copious in- \ among the Clergy from bending th«ir own ftadied 
dexes, and neatly printed upon an excellent paper, ' to their own profeflion, efpecially in its prefect cir- 
and fent over there as corrected for a fecond edition, * cumitances ; and-I venture to add this, that if onca 
with the Doilor's own hand. This we find from a ' fuch as thefe would be themfelves in earneft with 
little prefatory difcourfe to the reader, in Which, as 1 Chriitianity, and would in earnell fall to this gre^t 
Vol. II. 3 O « work/ 
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publifned his Milton's Pcradife Loft y when he was, as he fays in his preface, about feverity 
years old (j). This is a very elegant and beautiful edition of that poem, and alfo the 
trueft and corrected that has yet appeared, as to the faults in orthography, diftindlion by 
points and capital letters, accents and elifion of vowels ; which are all here very carefully 
and judicioufly corrected ; for errors in thofe reipeih fwarm in the prior editions. How- 
ever, not one word is altered in it [O] but all the conjectures that attempt a reformation 
of the genuine Milton are thrown into the margin, and explained in the notes ; fo that every 
reader has his free choice, whether he will accept or rejeft what is offered him. This, 
with the goodnefs of the paper and type, makes this edition truly valuable, though the 
Do&or's remarks on this poem have not met wi:h that approbation from the world [P] 
that a man of his extenfive genius, fo defervedly diftinguifhed for his fuperiof talent in 
critical knowledge, might have realbnably expefted. Yet his very antagonift, who publilhed 
(t) Dr.Pcarce^s Obfervations upon his Milton (0, allows that he has given us fome (he might have fa id 
TexlTMiiton. many) ufeful and judicious remarks, and only fays, he has made many emendations which 
See remark [p\. may juftly be called in queftion. But it may not be improper here to take notice of pare 
of the Doctor's preface to Milton, which may in fome meafure excufe, or rather account 
for, the indifferent reception this book met with from the public [j£J. Befides, he tells 
f«;see note us in his preface (a), that the notes were made extempore, and put to prefs as foon as 
[*]• made [R\\ fo that nothing very great could furely be expedled, efpecially by fuch as 

took him up on this occafion, and would hardly in any cafe allow him even common 
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(50) Whifton 1 
Hiftorical Me- 
moirs of Dr. 
Claikc. 


(51) The Grub- 
frreet Journal* 


(52) See note 


(5 >) Particularly 
No. S2, 87, 99, 
100, 101, ic8, 
113, 116, n?, 

i25» '37* an ^ 
feveral others. 


(54)ThePieface 
tn Dr. Peaice's 
Revrew. 


* work, the Collinses, the TindaVs, the ToJand's, and 

* the Woolfton's, would foon become contemptible, 
« and the religion of our Bleffed Saviour, now at fo 

* low an ebb, would foon flourifh and fpread itfclf 

* over the world. To obferve laymen, as Grotius, 
' Newton, and Locke, laying out their nobleft talents 

* in facred lludies, while fuch Clergymen as Dr. Ben- 

* tley and Bifhop Hare, to name no others at prefent, 
■ have been, in the words of Sir Ifaac Newton, fight- 

* ing with one another about a Play-book (Terence), 

* this is a reproach upon them/ their holy religion, 
* * and holy function, plainly intolerable (50).' 

[O] However, not one word is altered in it.~\ 
Changes, indeed, are fuggefted, and accordingly 
put into the margin, but not in the text, nor ob- 
truded on the reader. They are generally in this 
ftyle : // may be adjujled thus ; among federal ways of 
change this may be one, or this may not be abfurd, or 
dijagreeing from the Miltonian character or ftyle. Sp 
that the following remarks made upon his Milton in 
a public paper (51) cannot be reckoned of any force 
againft his work, being only intended, to caft reflec- 
tions upon its author, viz. t for a pcrfoa, who, 

* though allowed to be a very learned Critic, was never 

* imagined to be a Poet, to publiih his extemporary, 

* crude, and indigefted Criticifms, upon the com- 

* pleteil poem in the Englifh language (52), to pre- 
« tend to alter and correct it in every page, to ftrike 

* out a great many vejfes, and to put in feveral of 
c his own, is treating the heroic poem of Great Mil- 

* ton like the exercife of a fchool-boy.' 

[P] Though Dr. Bent ley 7 s remarks on this poem have 
not met with that approbation from the world. J Several 
papers and pamphlets publilhed about this time, viz. 
in 1732, take notice and criticife upon the Doctor's 
performance on Milton. The Grubftreet Journal (53), 
in particular, has feveral remarks, obfervations, and 
criticifms, after the Bentleian ftyle and manner, be- 
fides fome copies of verfes and epigrams on the fame 
fubjeft, both in Latin and Englifh. But the beft and 
only material thing that was publilhed againft it was 
Dr. Pearce's Review of the text of Milton's Paradife 
Loft ; in which the chief of Dr. Bentley y s emendations 
are confidered, and feveral other emendations and ob- 
fervations are offered to the public. This was publifhed 
at three different times, in three different parts. In 
the preface to this he tells us (54), ' that having been 

* converfant in Milton's poetical writings, and hav- 

* ing carefully examined the emendations which Dr. 

* Ben tley offered to the world in his new edition of 
1 Paradife Loft, he thought it not improper to com- 

* municate his obfervations to the public on this oc- 

* cafion. Dr. Ben tley is defervedly diftinguifhed for 

* his fupcrior talents in criticifm ; they are owned by 

* the unanimous corifcnt of the learned world, and 
■ have gained him ar reputation which is real and fub- 

* ftantial ; but this will be underftood with exception 

* to what he Ins done on Milton's poems.— In the 

* emendations, which the author of thefe fticets offers 

* as from himfelf, he never ventures farther than to 

* propofe words of the like found, which a blind 


poet's ear may be prefumed to have been fome times 
miftaken in, when the proof-fheets were read to him, 
and but few of this fort are mentioned : the greatefl 
part arifes from the alteration of the points, irr 
' which it is not improbable that Milton trufted 
* much to the care of the Printer and Revifer.* 

[■SJJ Which may in fome meafure excufe, or rather 
account for, the indifferent reception this book met with 
from the public] For above fixty years, fays he, this 
pown, with fuch miferable deformities by the prefs, 
and not feldom flat nonfenfe, pafled upou the whole 
nation for a perfect and fauitlefs compofition ; the 
beft pens in the kingdom contending in its praifes, as 
eclipfing all modern effays whatever, and rivalling, 
if not excelling, Homer and Virgil. The reafon of 
this, in the Doctor's opinion, was, that its readers 
fir ft acceded to it, pofTefTed with awe and veneration 
from its univerfal elteem, and were by that deterred 
from trufting to their judgments ; and even in places 
difpleafing, they rather fufpefted their own capacity, 
than that any thing in the book could poffibly be 
ami fs. t Who durft oppofe the univerfal vogue, and 
1 rifk his own character, while he laboured to exalt 

* Milton's ? I wonder rather that it is done even 

* now. Had thefe notes been written forty years ago, 

* it would have been prudence to have fuppreffed 

* tkem, for fear of injuring one's riftng fortune ; but 

* now when feventy years jamdudum memorem monu- 

* erunt, and fpoke loudly in my ears, 

* Mitte leves fpes & certanaina divitiarum, 

' I made the notes extempore, and put them to the 

* prefs as foon as made, without apprehenfion of 

* growing leaner by cenfures, or plumper by com- 

* mendations (5 $).' 
[R] That the notes were made extempore, and put to 

prefs as foon as made. ] Upon this fome of his op- 
pofers obferve, that it was fix years before the publi- 
cation that Dr. Afhenhurft declared at Briftol, that 
Dr. B. was then engaged in making notes on Milton ; 
cor did Dr. Afhenhurft fpeak of it as a work juft then 
. begun, for he had not then feen the Do&or for two 
or three years ; fo that this work may have coft him 
as many years labour as even his Horace. The per- 
fon who received this account from Dr. Afhenhurft 
was ready to atteft the truth of it, when called upon 
fo to do (56). This might poffibly be the cafe, and 
yet the Doftor's aflertion be true: for the Doftor 
might probably acquaint Dr. Afhenhurft with his 
fcheme while yet in embryo, before, perhaps, it was 
at all carried into execution, when he had only in 
reading made a fewcurfory remarks ; between which, 
indifpofition in a perfon of the Doftor's age, or a 
hundred other things, might intervene to delay hid 
fetting about it in earneft, and going methodically 
through with it from beginning to end ; fo that Dr. 
Afhenhurft might perhaps be acquainted with the 
fcheme, and the Doaor reported to be abfolutely 
employed about it, and yet the notes be in a manner 
made extempore, and even put to the prefs as foon as 
made. 

7 merit 
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(x) Epiftlefo 
Dr. Mill, p. 39. 


merit and learning. Dr. Bentley tells us, that he had prepared a new edition of the poet 
Manilius for the prefs [S] % which he \fould have publiflied, had not the dearncfs of paper, 
and the want of good types, and fome other occafions, hindered him (w). He had alio {mmi*tA*i 
fome defign of publilhing an edition of Hefychius, as we find by Mr. Grsevius's letter to cf^S^S 
him, in which he was fo well read, as to afiure Dr. Mill, he could, if he pleafed, corredl ^ ni ^ er 


($7) Seethe Ac* 
count of Dr. 
Bentley'c Hu- 
manity, £?c. 
p. 27, z8 5 and 
Boyle againft 
Bentley, p. 16. 

(58) Grxvii E- 
piftola Richarda 
Bentleio. 
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five thoufand faults in that author (#). His emendations on the Tufculan Queftions of ^ c j h ^.chllks 
Cicero are adjoined to Mr. Davis's edition of that author. 

This being all we have been able to gather concerning his Critical work% we fhall now 
proceed to inquire into the complaints of mal-adminiftration urged againft him by the Col- 
lege, which were the occafion of a long fuit, whether the Crown or the Bifhop of Ely was 
General Vifitor. A party in the college, difpleafed at fome regulations endeavoured by 
the Matter, began to talk of the fortieth ftatute, de Magifiri (Ji res exigat) Amotion* y 
and to cabal about complaining to the Bifhop of Ely. The M after hearing this, went to 
Bifhop Patrick, then at Ely, to acquaint him with the defign. The Bifhop told him, he 
had never heard before, that, as Bifhop of Ely, he had any thing to do in the Royal Col- 
lege of Trinity ; called his Secretary to him, and bid him feek if there was any precedent 
of it in the Bifhop's archives ; but not one was found, not fo much as a copy of Trinity- 
college Statutes. Upon that, the Dottor lent him one ; and for that Bifhop's time the 
matter was dropped. But in his fucceflbr Dr. Moore's time, the party found great en- 
couragement to apply to the Bifhop \ which they accordingly did in 1709, and a vafl 
number of articles about dilapidations, but not one of immorality, bribery, or fraud, were 
exhibited againft she Matter. Thefe, as below in note [7*], contain a good deal of ma- 

lice, 


Boyle, Ffq; 
p. xliv. xiix. lxil, 
See note [It] 
(7). 


[S] He tells us that he had prepared a new edition of 
the Poet Manilius for the prefs.] This defign being 
known abroad, firft occasioned his acquaintance with 
Sir Edward Sherburn, who had formerly tranflated 
the firft book of Manilius into Englifh verfe, and ex- 
plained it with a large commentary, and had befides 
got together feveral old and fcarce editions of that 
Poet. Befides this, he had purchafed at Antwerp, by 
means of a Bookfeller, a whole box full of papers of 
the famous Gafper Gevartius, who undertook an edi- 
tion of the fame Poet, but was prevented by death. 
All thefe Sir Edward Sherburn lent to Dr. Bentley, 
for the ufe of his intended edition of Manilius ; 
among which papers^ he tells us, he found none of 
any confequence, excepting a treatife about Theo- 
dorus Mallius, written, as he had good reafon to be- 
lieve, by Albertus Rubenius, vvhofe pofthumous works 
the learned Gracvius was then publishing : this, there- 
fore, with Sir Edward's leave, he fent over to him, 
who promifed to take care to let the world know to 
whofe kindnefs they were obliged for this piece. But 
Grxvius entirely forgot his promife ; dedicated his 
work to Dr. Bentley, and never fo much as men- 
tioned Sir Edward's name. This gave Occafion to 
the Doctor's enemies to accufe him of falfifying his 
word to Sir Edward Sherburn (57), by not letting 
Mr, Grasvius know from whence he had the manu- 
fcript, and not defiring him to make an honourable 
mention of Sir Edward, as the perfon that had obliged 
the world with it. But Mr. Grsevius clears him of 
this afperfion, and confefles his own forgetfulnefs and 
neglecl of what Dr. Bentley had exprefsly written to 
him on this fubjed (58). 

[T] Thefe, as below in the notes.] I received this 
appeal from the Fellows of Trinity-college, by the 
hands of Mr. Edmund Miller, the 10th of February, 
,709. JOHN, Ely. 

The Petition of the Fellows of Trinity-college againft 
Dr. Bentley. 

To the Right Reverend Father in God, John, Lord 
Bifhop of Ely, Vifitor of Trinity-college in Cam- 
bridge, upon the fortieth chapter of the College 
Statutes, in titled, De Magifiri (Ji res exigat) 
amotion e. 

The humble Petition and Complaint of the 
Vice-Mafter, Senior Fellows, and many of 
the Doclors in Divinity and Ma Iters of Arts, 
Fellows and Members of the College of the 
Holy and Undivided Trinity of the Univer- 
sity of Cambridge, of King Henry the 
Eighth's foundation, in behalf of themfelves 
and the reft of the Members of the faid 
College, againft Richard Bentley, Doctor 
in Divinity, now Mafter thereof, 

Shew, 

« THAT the Fellows, and all the Members of the 
* faid College, having for many years lived with 
' a great refpecl and love to their former Mafters, and 


* in a perfect amity one with another ; in the year 
4 of our Lord God 1700, when the faid Dr. Bentley 
' firft came to be their Mafter, the peace of the faid 
' College was foon difturbed, by his demanding and 
' taking of the faid College feveral unufual and great 

* fums of money, which he applied to his own ufe ; 
€ and almoft every year fince, by his continual making 

* new demands of profits and perquifites for himfelf, 

* and by his taking, and threatening to take away, 
4 fometimes with the forced confent of the governing 
c part of the College, and fometimes without any 

* confent at all, feveral known privileges and perqui- 
4 fites from the reft of the College in general, and 

* even Fellowships and Scholarships from feveral in 

* particular, and by threatening and a/Turning to in- 
1 flicl feveral unftatutable and (before his time) un- 
' heard-of punishments upon feveral of the Fellows, 
4 for no other reafon but becaufe he heard they calked 

* againft his proceedings ; and by his ufing violence 
' and unworthy methods, whereby he has prevailed 

* with fome few of the College to efpoufe his fepa- 

* rate intereft, the pfcace of this royal and ample 

* foundation has not only for many years been wholly 
' broken, but the ftatutes have been violated, and 

* the goods of the College wafted, and many of the 

* Fellows reduced to great neceflity, by his lefTening 

* the value of their fellowships, which were before 

* but very fmall ; neverthelefs, the Fellows and 
' Members of the faid College, out of a peaceable 

* difpofition, and being perfuaded by the faid Dr. 

* Bentley's fair promifes, which he constantly made 

* upon gaining any new advantage, that they mould 
' enjoy peace and quietnefs for the future ; and out 

* of refpect to thofe that made him their Mafter, 

* though they could not be wholly filent, they were 

* unwilling publicly to complain to their fupcriors, 

* till now again this J aft year the faid Dr. Bentley, 

* not only making another exorbitant demand of 

* profits to himfelf, but, in order thereto, endeavour- 

* ing to make an alteration almoft throughout the 
c whole College in their dividends and dues, where - 
e by they are maintained, and which they and their 
c predeceflbrs have for many years enjoyed, and that 
** in a partial manner, and by fuch methods as are 

* before mentioned ; we are necessitated at this time 

* to petition and complain to your Lordship, pro- 

* mifing within a convenient time to lay before you, 

* in fuch method as you shall appoint, the feveral 

* particulars, wherein the truth of what is here al- 
tf ledged will manifeftly appear ; humbly craving in 

* due time fuch fentence as to your Lordship's wif- 

* dom and juftice shall feem meet. 

* Feb. 6, 1709. Signed by 30 of the College. * 
This the Bishop fent immediately to Dr. Bentley, 
*vi%. on the nth of February, and the Doftor an- 
fwered it on the 13th (59). But as there were feve- 
ral pieces published on both fides or* this occafion, 
we lhall endeavour to give the reade* fome account 
of them (60). 


(59) This Let- 
ter is dated at 
her Majefty's Li* 
brary, Feb. 12, 
1709-10. 

(60 1 Mr. Raw- 

linfon, in his 
Englifli Topo* 
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lice, and many vilifying afperfions, and were the fubjeft of many pamphlets on both fides. 

His Lordlhip received the charge, intending to proceed upon it, which he conceived 

himfelf lufficiently authorifed to do, and required Dr. Bentley's anfwer, which he declined 

for Come time to give (y), pleading want of form in the charge j becauie other members 

of the college, befides the Seniors, had joined in the accuiation, and the Seniors them- 

felves, as he alleged, had never yet admonhhed him from whence he inferred, that all 

proceedings on fuch a charge, and whatfoever Ihould follow on the fame foot, would be 

ipfofafo null and void (2). The Bifliop, however, did not, it feems, think this plea to MJMM 

be material-, for he infifted upon Dr. Bentley's anfwer to the charge; who, upon that, 

college in Cirri. 

began to queftion what authority his Lordlhip had over him v and, by a petition prefented 

to the late Queen, prayed c that her Majefty would take him and the College into her Bcndcy :o lh ; 

1 proteftion, againft the Bifhop's pretentions, and maintain her fole power and junfdic- Bifcnp of m n 

fc tion over her Royal foundation, and the Maftefs thereof/ This petition was referred to 

the then Attorney and Solicitor General, and they were ordered fully to con fide r the mat- 

tcr, and report their opinions thereupon. Notice was given at the fame time to the Bifliop, 

that her Majefty having taken this affair into her cognizance, his Lordlhip was to ftay 

proceedings till the Queen's pleafure was farther known. Mr. Attorney and Solicitor- 


' A true Copy of Articles againft Dr. Bentley y tx- 
' hibited to the Right Rev. Father in God John 

* More, Lord Bifliop of Ely, by many of the fellows 
' of Trinity-college in Cambridge ; together with the 

* College Statute, de Amotione Magiftri, and feveral 
r other claufes of the College Statutes, with Refe- 

* rences to the Articles. Lond. 17 10, 8vo. 

1 The Prefent State of Trinity-college in Cam- 
4 bridge, in a Letter from Dr. Bent ley, Mafter of the 

* faid College, to the Right Rev. John, Lord Bifliop 

* of Ely. Publiflied for general information by a 
4 Gentleman of the Temple. Lond. 1710, 8vo. 

* Some Remarks upon a Letter, intitled, The 

* Prefent State of Trinity-college in Cambridge. 

* Written by Richard Bentley, D. D. now Mafter of 

* the faid College, to the Right Rev. John, Lord 

* Bifliop of Ely. With fome Remarks alio upon the 

* Preface, pretended to be written and publiflied to- 
1 gether with the Letter by a Gentleman of the 

* Temple, by Mr. Milkr, Fellow of the College. 

* Lond. 17 10, Svo. 

* Some Confutations humbly offered to John, 
4 Lord Bifliop of Ely, on a Book, intitled, The Pre- 
4 fent State of Trinity-college in Cambridge, by Dr. 
4 Bent ley, by a Mafter of Arts, and Fellow of the 

* faid College. Lond. 8vo. 

' The true State of Trinity-college, in a Letter to 

* a re fi ding Fellow of that Society ; wherein the 

* trifling impertinencies, malicious afperfions, and 

* bold falfehoods, of Dr. Bentley, are anfwered in 

* fuch a manner as they deferve. Publiflied for the 

* information of the Students, Scholars, and Fellows 
4 of both Univerfities. Lond. 1710, 8vo.' 

Befides thefe, the fijft of which alone we were not 
able to procure, we alfo find the following ones pub- 
lifhed at this time, and upon this account, all which 
we have confulted and made ufe of in this work. 

* A full View of Dr. Bentley'* s Letter to the Lord 

* Bifliop of Ely, in a Difcourfe to a Friend ; wherein 

* the whole flrain of that celebrated piece throughout 

* is fairly, familiarly, and largely confidered, by 
' Tho. Blower, M. A. Fellow of Trinity- college, 

* Cambridge. 17 10. 

' A true and impartial Account of the prefent Dif- 

* ferences between the Mafter and Fellows of Trinity- 
1 college, Cambridge, confidered. In a Letter to a 

* Gentleman, fome time Member of that Society, 

* 171 1. 

* An humble and fcrions Reprefentation of the 

* Prefent State of Trinity-college in Cambridge. In 
1 a Letter to a Noble Lord.* 

But to return to the fubje£l of the petition at the 
beginning of the note : The Doctor, far from being 
guilty of what he is charged with in the petition, 
feems to have been rathe r a great benefactor to the Col- 
lege, having laid odt feveral Aims of money out of his 
private purfe in repairing and beautifying it ; and 
by his care it had been greatly ornamented and im- 
proved. The chief thing that he had dtfgufted the Fel- 
lows by was, his prudent regulations of feveral enor- 
mous and expenfive abufes, in open breach and vio- 
lation of the Statutes : for this, rather than arty real 
fuffering on their parr, or mal-adminiilration on his, 
feems to have been the chief ground of their qtiarrel 
or uneafinefles ; and their feveral letters, remarks, 
and confiderations on this letter and fubjeclj Teem 
f 


(«) See Old- 
mixon's Hiflorf 
and Reign of ihe 
Stuarts, p. 6i y , 


a&uated by a fpirit of private malice, envy, revenge, 
or perfonal pique (*). But we cannot here enter 
into the whole affair pro and cm. After read- 
ing over the feveral pieces written againft him, we 
mud partly imagine, if we have not been too much 
biafled in his favour by his great learning, that the 
cafe was in a great meafure as we have above ftated it. 
The reader, to be convinced of this, need only read 
over the Doctor's Letter to the Bifliop of Ely, and al- 
moft any one of the pieces written againft him above 
mentioned. But on this fubjedl we cannot introduce 
any thing more to the purpofe than the following 
quotation. * When I remember the ftate of that Col- 

* lege before Dr. Bentley came to it, and compare it 

* with the flourishing condition of it at prefent, I am 

* amazed at the vile ingratitude of thofe narrow- 

* foul'd wretches, that, not content to defraud that 
( great man of the honour and thanks due to him for 

* recovering a Society to fome fplendour and figure, 
' are not alhamed to talk as if Trinity had been ruined 

* by one that has been vifibly fo great a benefactor to 

* it. What a devotion to malice and ftupidity mull 
€ thefe people pay, that, after fo many noble tm* 

* provements that Dr. Bentley has made in this Col- 
€ lege, in every poiUble particular, can have the face 

* to fay fuch things of him, as in the confeffion of one 
€ of their tribe here, ftiamelefsly defcribing his own 

* talent this way, hardly any man but himfelf would 
' bear the fcandal or odium of, for all his preferments 

* and learning ! Has the utmott malice of a few rail- 
f ing incendiaries ever produced any thing that fhould 
9 leflen Dr. Bentley in any man's eftcem r No, nor 

* ever will, but amongft fuch as a great and generous 
€ fpirit pafles with for a proud and haughty one ; 
' who, becaufe Trinity-college is one of the hand- 

* foineit in Europe, cry out plunder and dilapida- 

* tion ; and are ready to fwear that he has impove- 
f riflied the Society, becaufe it is twelve hundred 
4 pounds a year the richer, merely by his good ma- 

* nagement. The Gentlemen of that Society are 

* fenfible, I believe, that it would be a long pane- 
4 gyric to give Dr. Bentley all the praifes due to him 
4 upon the account of his m after fliip ; and though 
4 there are fome few, even amongft thofe who have 
4 been the molt obliged to him, of different tafte and 

* fentiment, it is not to be wondered at. There is a 
4 Genus Horn in urn, that, whether from the natural 

* make and conftitution of the men, or from a cer- 
4 tain acquired antipathy to merit, fcem incapable of 
4 . doing juftice to it in others. When men will quit 
4 their gratitude to take up the mod abfurd preju- 
dices, there is no perfuading them that ten divi- 
dends are not more than twenty, or that two or 
three and twenty lads a year admitted in Dr. 
M — gue's time, are not more than forty in Dr. B\s. 
It is a reflection to the honour of that College, that 
it afforded but four Fellows, and thofe, without 
flattery, none of the wifeft, that could entertain 
fuch a ftupid notion of duty, privilege, and con- 
fcience, as to give their votes for their Mailer's de 
gradation. And a famous Lawyer, that was of the Bemley, in the 
counfel againft him at his trial, has fince, as I have Univerfity of 
heard, declared, that he was fure Dr. Bentley mull Cimbr.dge, m 
1 j T • r 1 Anfwer to a law 
be a very good and virtuous man, iince, in the prctcn ded full 
courfe of that trial, nothing inconflftent with that and impartial 
character could be proved againft him (61).* Account, 

General p- 6 *"'** 
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of the Procc '- 
ings againft Ot. 


B E N T L E Y. 

Genera! took fome time to confider ; and were of opinion, the Bifliop had power over the 
Matter. But this report not proving fatisfaftory to fome perfons then in power, a letter ■ 
was brought to the Bifliop from Mr. Secretary St. John, dated 1 8th June, 1711, acquaint- 
ing him, < that the matter of the petition of Dr. Richard Bentley, Matter of Trinity-col- 
lege in Cambridge, together with the report of Mr. Attorney and Mr. Solicitor General, 
being then before the Queen, and ordered to be taken into confideration by my Lord 
c Keeper, a (Tilled by her Majefty's Counfel learned in the Law, her Majefty thought it 
4 to be a bufine-f? of fuch weight and confequence, that fhe had commanded him (the 
Secretary) to fignify her pleaiure to his Lordfhip, that he fhould Hop all further pro- 
4 ceedings, according to her Majefty's dire&ion.' But the Matter feeing that all dis- 
cipline and ftudies would be loft in the college, if that controverfy were not one way or other 
decided, requefted of the Miniftry that he might be permitted to take his trial under any 
Vifitor the Queen Ihould appoint; or if none would be fo appointed, that he might have 
leave, falvo jure regio> to be voluntarily tried under the Bifliop. Upon this the inhibition 
was taken off by Mr. Secretary St. John, by order of the Queen, fignifying, that his Lord- 
JJoip was at liberty to proceed, fo far as by the lazv he might. But his Lordfhip did not think fit to 
proceed, till he was ferved with a Rule of Court from the King's-Bench, in Eafter-term 
1714, to fhew caufe why a writ of Mandamus fh6uld not iflTue out againft him. The 
Bifliop being then at Ely, was applied to by joint meflfengers on both fides, to make a ftep 
to the college, and there he might have ended the matter in two days. But this was not 
thought fo proper, and Ely-houfe at London was pitched on, where, inftead of two days, 
the trial lafted at leaft fix weeks, and the college paid a thoufand pounds for it ; three 
learned Lawyers, who could know but very little of the matter, being admitted on each fide, 
to make eloquent harangues, anfwers, and replies, upon queftions arifing from above fifty 
articles, in which there was fcarcely anything material that might not eafHV be determined 
upon a bare infpeftion of the College Statutes, Regifters, and Books of Accounts. The 
trial being ended, and the caufe ripe for fentence, the Biihop's death prevented his giving 
judgment [U]. Thus the matter dropped for the prefent ; but was afterwards revived in 
the year 1728, when new articles of complaint againft Or Bentley, charging him with 
having in many inftances made great wafte of the college revenue, and violated the Sta- 
tutes, all founded on the 40th of Elizabeth, were again exhibited to the Bilhop of Ely, 
£s fpecially authorifed and appointed to receive the fame, and to proceed thereupon \ though 
the matter had been long before decided in favour of the Crown, as having the general 
vifitatorial power [X]. Upon this, a petition was fubferibed by the college, and pre- 

fen ted 


[U] 9%e Bijbop's death prevented his giving judg- 
ment.] Some time after the Biihop's death, came out 
the following piece : f A true Account of the Prefent 
f State of Trinity-college in Cambridge, under the 

* oppreflive government of their Mailer, Richard 
< Bentley, late D. D. Lond. 1720, 8vo.' The Gen- 
tleman who wrote this piece, having thought fit to 
acknowledge it, and to do juflice to one who was 
fufpetfled as the author of it, gave the following pub- 
lic notice to the world : 

Cambridge, Feb. 19, 1719-20. 

* ^ HERE AS the Mailer of Trinity-college is 

* profecuting the author and publilher of a 
' book, intitled, A true Account of the Prefent State 

* of Trinity -college in Cambridge, under the opprejjive 

* government of their Majier Richard Bentley, late 
4 D. D. for preventing all unneceflary trouble and 

* expence in fuch profecution, I hereby voluntarily 

* acknowledge myfelf to be the fole author of the faid 

* book ; and do declare, that the feveral fafts therein 
' mentioned are no other than what have either been 

* proved upon the Mailer at a public trial before the 
1 late Bimop of Ely (who died before fentence was 

* given), or will certainly, with many more of the 
fame kind, be charged and proved upon him by the 
Fellows, whenever there mail be a Vifitor afligned 
for that purpofe, for which they have long been pe- 
titioning ; and I folemnly proteft, that I had no 
other view in writing the faid book, but to pro- 
mote and bring on fuch a vifitation, by fhe wing the 
ncceflity of it, and to do juftice to my worthy op- 
pre/led friends of that College (whereof I was not 
long fince a Fellow), which they are not able to do 
for themfelvcs, but at the hazard of their own Fel- 
lovvfhips (the Mailer having, fince the publication 
of this Book, attempted to deprive a Reverend and 
Learned Member of the Seniority, for the bare fuf- 
picion of his being the author of it) ; and I do af- 
firm, that I have laid nothing material in the faid 
book, but under the utmoll conviclion of its truth, 
either from my own knowledge, or upon the bell 
evidence and information, as will eafily appear 

VCL. II. 


f whenever there mall be occafion ; and if in the 
' mean while the Mailer, or any of his friends, will 
c undertake to anfwer me in print, I hereby promife, 

* either to defend and prove every article alledged 

* againft him, or to make him the fatisfaclion of a 
€ public recantation. 

* CONYERS MIDDLETON, D. D.' 

[X ] Though the matter nvas long before decided i?x 
favour of the Crovon, as having the general vifitatorial 
povjer.~] The Statute by which the Bifliop of Ely 
claimed a vifitatorial power, was, the 46th cf Ed- 
ward the Vlth (62) ; but from the general vifitatorial 
power, if not from the particular one of the Mailer, 
he was thus excluded by the opinion of the mod emi- 
nent in their profemon (63). * We are of opinion, 

* that thefe Statutes of King Edward VI. were not of 
c perpetual obligation, or unalterable, but were al- 

* terable by the Statutes made by Queen Elizabeth, 
1 they being accepted and a died under by the Col- 

* lege. — We are of opinion the Statutes of Queen 
c Elizabeth are valid, and were intended as a com- 
f piece body of Statutes for that College, and the ori- 

* ginal Statutes made by King Edward VI., exprefTed 

* to have been under the Great Seal, being now 
c without the fame, from which they may be pre- 
e fumed to have been cancelled on the making of 
f thofe of Queen Elizabeth ; and the BiQiops of Ely, 
' from the making of the Statutes of Queen^ Eliza- 

* beth, having never exercifed or claimed the power 
£ of a Vifitor, we humbly apprehend the 46th chap- 

* ter of the Statutes of King Edward VI., de vifta- 

* tore, was omitted in the body of Statutes of Queen 
€ Elizabeth; — and we are humbly of opinion, that 
e her Majefty, with the acceptation of the College, 
' if the Statute de viftatore be in force (64), may re- 
1 peal the fame ; but her Majefty's declaration with- 
' out fuch acceptance will not be efFecTual.' 

Anno 171 I-I 2. 

Tho. Povjys 9 
Edw,. Nor they, 
Rob. Raymond, 
Nich. Hooper, 
3 P Firft, 


(62) A Vjnjji* 
cation of ihe 
Lord Bifli >p of 
E y's vi fit i'O' ial 
JurifdicTion oer 
Trinity- college 
in general, and 
the Matter in 
particular. 

(63) As the Bi- 
fliop ack now- 
ledges in his Pe- 
tition, Nov. 2, 
I72S, 


J. Conyers, 
Tho. Lutvjych, 
John Ward (65). 


(64} That is, 
Whether the 
Bilhop had a vi- 
iitatoria) power 
over the Mafter 
in particular, 
though not over 
the College in 
general. 
(65 ! The Cafe 
of Trinity-col • 
1< ge in Cam- 
bridge, whether 
the Crown or 
the Bifhop of 
Ely be General 
Vifitor, p. 24.. 
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fcnted to his Maiedy under the Common-Seal, the 10th of Auguft 1728, and the caufe 
carried before the King in Council-, tor the college itfelf now engaged as party in the cauic 
againft the Bifhop, and above fifteen hundred pounds out of the revenues ot the college 
were fpent in carrying it on. This being referred to a Committee of his Majefty s molt 



the day appointed for a hearing, viz. March .3, 1728, had a printed pamphlet put into 
their hands, intitled, The Cafe of Trinity -college; Whether the Crown or the btjbop of 

(a) sec note Ely be General vifitor (a); at the end of which, as well as in their petition, the college 
IX] - applied to the King, to take the vifitatorial power (as by the opinion of council he might 

with their confent) into his own hands, that they might be only vifited by the Crown, but 
not with a view or intent of avoiding a vifitation or enquiry into the date or the lociety, 
for which they were very prefiing, both in their petition, and at the end of this pamphlet. 
On the fifteenth, the caufe came on before the Lords of the Committee of Privy Council, 

(b) Monthly' Jj Ut was 

from thence referred to the King's-Bench {b) [T] y where the May following ic 
m"CX was tried by way of Prohibition, and after a long pleading, the Judges unammoufly de- 
termined it In favour of the Bifhop, as to his vifitatorial power over the Do&or (c) ; (c) fa fur 
and the June following, the Fellows exhibited their articles of complaint againft him be- Ma * 
fore the Bifeop of Ely, his Lordfhip having two affiftants, viz. Sir Henry Pennce, and 
fd) ibid, for jyv. Bettefworch (d). But it being urged, that the Bifhop was going to exercife a general 
June, * 7 *9- vifitatorial power, another petition was preferred to his Majefty and Council,- by the 
Matter and Fellows, and a farther hearing appointed in the caufe, in the Court of King's 
(e)UiJ.for Bench, in November, 1729, &e. (e) ; and in November, 1731, we find the caufe had 
November , 7 » 9 , ^ aeainft ^ Bifll0p Elfy hy his taking out a Writ of Error, for carrying the 
(/) ihid.for caufe by appeal into the Houfe of Lords (f). The Crown, however, atlaft, to put an end 
November * 73 i. to t h e difpute and difturbance, (as fully impowered (g) to do) took both college and See note 
Matter, according to their petition, into its own jurifdiftion and vifitation, and here the L 
matter ended. 

The proceedings of the Univerfity againft Dr. Bentley in the year 17 17 alfo, which were 
reprefented as violent and unjuftifiable, as the effe&s of a power falfely ufurped, or fcanda- 
loufly abufed, and as arifing from the malice of a party difaffefted to the government (b} % (b) Seeoid- 
were the caufe of great ferment and uneafinefs in the Univerfity, and raifed the curiof?ty, "^nrfthe 
and drew the eyes of the whole nation upon them for which reafon we fhall beg leave to Stuarts, P . 62* 
be a little particular and full in our account, that we may give the reader a juft idea of 
the affair. In Odober 1717, the day after his Majefty's vifit to the Univerfity, when 
feveral Do&ors in Divinity, named by mandate, were attending in the fenate-houfe to 


(66) The Cafe 
ot Trinity -col- 
lege in Cam - 
bridge, whether 
the Crown or 
the Bifliop of 
Ely be General 
Vifitor, p. 17. 


Firft, we fhall obferve how forceable the argument 
tifed by the Queen's counfel is, that Edward's Sta- 
tutes by being without the Broad Seal now, which 
once was affixed to them, mult from thence be pre- 
fumed to have been cancelled (66). Befides, the 
Crown always nominates the Mafter of Trinity, but 
the Fellows and Scholars are chofen by the College. 
Is it not then abfurd to think that the Crown mould 
fo carefully refume to itfelf the power over the Fel- 
lows and Scholars whom it does not elect, and aban- 
don the Mafter al on e^ its own Elect and Nominee, to 
an external vifitation ? The refult of all is, that fince 
Queen Elizabeth's time, no Bifhop of Ely meddled 
in Trinity-college before Dr. Bentley's voluntary 
trial under Bifhop Moore. Fellows and Scholars have 
the King only for their Vifitor ; the Mafter, if this 
40th Statute be in force, is to have both King and 
Bifliop too. That being abfurd and impoflible, it 
Was put as a queftion to the Queen's learned counfel, 
Whether the Crown could not take from the Bifhop 
that imagined power over the Mafter, by Letters Pa- 
tent under the Great Seal ? and the anfwer was, That 
by Letters under the Great Seal, the Queen might 
annul this 40th Statute, the caufe of the difturbance, 
and make the Crown fole vifitor of the Mafter, as 
Well as the College, if the College accepted it ; 

* and that the College now defires and petitions for ; 

* but in reverfe, if the King fliould be induced to 
' give the right of the Crown by Letters Patent to 

* the Bifhop, the College, to fay the leaft, would 

* have the extrcmeft reluctancy to accept fuch Letters, 
1 they being thereby abjoincd from the more imme- 

* diate care of the Crown, which even from the date 
' of Elizabeth's Statutes, had been always thought to 

* have the vifitatorial power over them, and has ac- 
1 cordingly exercifed it. The College have before 

* declared under their Common Seal in their petition 

* to his Majefty,' and they now do, that they don't 

* defire to avoid any inquiry into the Hate of their 
1 Society, or the conduct of any Members thereof, 


1 being earneftly defirous that the fame may be made 
1 by any legal authority ; which legal authority, or 
f general vifitatorial power over them, for the reafons 
f above-mentioned, they apprehend to be veiled irt 

* the Kings of this realm, as fucceftbrs to the Royal 
1 Founder of their Society. If this point be deter- 
1 mined, as the Society hope it will, by the King's 
1 moft honourable Privy-Council, the Mafter and 

* Fellows of the faid Society, in vindication of their 

* own honour, and in juftice to themfelves, humbly 
' propofe forthwith to befeech his Majefty, to con- 

* defcend to nominate Commiffioners, to vifit and 
1 inquire into the ftate of the faid Society ; or if it be 
8 not proper to be determined by the honourable 

* Privy-Council, they hope, as the right of the 

* Crown is in queftion, an ijfue at Law, or fuch other 

* method, as in their wifdom ih all feem moft proper, 
■ will be by them directed ; fo that the queftion now 
c depending, Whether the Crown or the Bifhop of 

* Ely be General Vifitor, may receive a full and a 
' proper determination (67).* 

[T~] On the 15th the caufe came on before the Lords 
of the Committee of Privy -Council \ but mas from thence 
referred to the King 1 s- Bench.] The Attorney and Soli- 
citor-General were Counfel for the Mafter and the 
Fellows, and Dr. Henchman and Mr. Fazakcrly for 
the Bifhop. There was a very full Committee of 
Council ; and, after hearing the .arguments of the 
Counfellors on both fides, An ASl for regulating the 
Privy-Council (6$) was, read; which, among other 
things, fays, « That neither his Majefty, nor his 
c Privy-Council, have, or ought to have, any jiirif- 
c diction, power or authority, by Englifh bill, pcti- 
' tion, article, libel, or anv other way whatfoever to 
r examine, or draw into queftion, determine or dif- 

* pofe of lands, tenements, hereditaments, goods or 
' chattels, of any the fubjects of the kingdom ; but 
' that the fame ought to b* tried and determined in 
c the ordinary Courts of juftice, &c.' Whereupjn 
the Lords declined making any order or report. 

6 lecrive 
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BENTLEY. 

receive their degrees, Dr. Bentley, on creation, made a demand of four guineas from 
each of them, as a fee due to him as Profeffor [Z], over and above a broad-piece, which 
had by cuftoni been allowed as a prefent on this occafion ; and abfolutely refilled to create 
any Doflor till this fee was paid him. This occafioned a long and warm difpiue, till at 
lalt many of the Doctors, and Dr. Mkftkton among the reft, confented to pay the fee in 
queftion, upon this condition, that Dr. Bentley fliould reftore the money if it was not after- 
wards determined to be his right. In the next meeting, thofe who had paid the fee were 
created, but he refufed to create fuch as would not pay it ; upon which Dr. Grigg, then 
Vice Chancellor, gave orders that fome other Dodtor fhould perform the ceremony in- 
ftead of him and accordingly Dr. Fifher, the Matter of Sydenham- college, created fe- 
veral for the ufual gratuity of a broad-piece. Upon this, they fent a State of the Cafe to 
the Chancellor, the Duke of Somerfet. Dr. Bentley ftill infifhed upon his claim j but at 
lalt, inftead of money, was content with a note from the reft, promifing the payment of 
it, if it fhould be determined for him by the King, or any authority delegated from him $ 
and at laft fubmitted to create one of the King's Dodors, who came laft, and fome others 
who commenced afterwards, without either fee or note. Matters went on thus for near a 
twelvemonth, the Dodtor being in quiet pofteflion of the money and notes : but nothing 
being determined about his right or title to it, Dr. Middleton thought he had reafon to 
expert his money again and accordingly (as it is faid) he made (/) a demand of it, fir ft 
by letter, which was taken no notice of, and afterwards in perfon, and then applied to 
the V ice-Chancellor for a decree, which, from the tender regard the Vice-Chancellor had 
for Dr. Bentley, he was fome time before he could obtain. At length, however, the de- 
cree was granted, and a known enemy of Dr. Bentley's employed to ferve it (£), who 
went to Trinity-lodge on Tuefday the twenty-third of September ; but whether through 
ignorance in his own bufinefs, or that he believed Dr. Bentley, who told him that it fig- 
nified nothing, not having the confent of nine heads to it, or that he had fome other de- 
fign than that of arrefting him, he leaves the arreft, decree, &c. with the Doftor, and 
came away without executing the Vice-Chancellor's orders at all (/). Dr. Bentley was 
afterwards arretted by another Beadle, on the firft of Oftober, with a fecond decree, 
which doubtlefs argued the invalidity of the firft. The Profeffor fuppofing the authority 
of the arreft not fufficient, refufed to fubmit to it-, but on farther con fideration obeyed 
the writ, and put in bail. Every one, but fuch as were let into the fecret, expected this 
four guineas affair would end here. Friday the third of O&ober being appointed for the 
trial, the Dodor only appeared there by his Prodtor, which was looked upon as a con- 
tempt of the Vice-Chancellor's jurifdiftion \AA\ Dr. Middleton therefore, by the leave 

of 
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fij A full and 
impartial Ac- 
count of all the 
late Proceedings 
inthcUniverfity 
againft Dr. 
Bentley, p. 9. 
(k) A Review 
of the Proceed- 
ings, &c. p. 14. 


(I) Vtfupra, 
p. 15. 


[Z] Made a demand of four guineas from each of 
them, as a fee due to him as ProfcJ/br,] In anfvver to 
fuch as may plead the illegality and unftatutablenefs 
of demanding this fee, it may not be improper to aflc, 

* What Statute had Dr. Gboch for taking two gui- 

* neas as Vice-Chancellor, of each of the King's 

* Doctors that went out under him ? What Statute 
1 had Dr. Grigg, when he was Vice-Chancellor, to 

* demand of each of thofe Doctors that went out 

* under him, two guineas quatenus Secretary to the 

* Duke of Somerfet, and two more quate?ius Vice- 
4 Chancellor? Dr. Grigg could take] four guineas, 

* becaufe of his double capacity ; and when he was 

* fucceeded by Dr. Gooch in the Vice-Chancellor- 

* fhip, he ilil 1 demanded his two guineas quatenus Se- 

* cretary, and Dr. Gooch claimed the other two, as 

* being Vice-Chancellor. The Proctors, the Re- 

* gifter, the Beadles, had fome their two guineas, 

* others, one guinea, from each Doctor ; by what 

* Statute? For 'tis known the Regifter's fee is but 

* fix-pence by Statute, and the others proportionable. 

* Dr. Bentley may be* condemned for claiming thefe 

* four guineas ; but then Dr. Gooch muft be con- 

* demned for exacting two guineas ; and Dr. Grigg 
' for exacting four guineas, and all the reft for ex- 
4 acting their guineas equally. Thefe fees are all 

* equally unftatutable^, and equally unjufl.' Belides 
the Vice-Chancellor gave orders (as the Impartial 
Account tells us) * that any other Doctor of Divinity 

* fhould perform the ceremony, by which you are 

* not to undcrftand that the Vice-Chancellor tranf- 

* ferred the Profeflcr's right to Dr. Filher; fo that 

* according to this notion, it is a province that does 

* not more llatutably belong to the Profeilbr than to 

* any other Doctor. Since then the office belongs to 
' the Profeffor as a Doctor of Divinity only, and 

* may confequently be performed by any other Doc- 

* tor, then might he refufe to do it, but on his 

* own terms, and might fet what price he pleafed 

* upon his own labour. From whence it ap- 

* pears, that the Univerfity could not oblige him to 
4 do it at any fxed rate, and even had no authority 


* to command him to do it at all ; and though the 

* Profeffor may be condemned for exacting fuch a 
4 fee, he may be fully juftifted in it upon this fuppo- 
€ fition (69).' 

[AA\ The Doctor only appeared there by his Proclor y 
which <ivas looked upon as a contempt of the Vice-Chan- 
cc/Jor's jnrifdiclion,~\ The Doctor's non-appearance in 
perfon being alleged againft him as a chief article in 
this affair, it may not be improper to fearch a little 
into the matter. Our author tells us, * No man can 
' appear in our court by his Proctor, who does not 

* firft appear in perfon (unlefs it be in cafe of fick- 
1 nefs) , and defire the Judge to affign him a Proctor 

* (70).' Another informs us, c His non-appearance 

* was fuch an inftance of contempt, as has feldom 
4 been known in the Univerfity ; and that to tell us, 
' as Dr. Bentley did afterwards, that he had fent a 

* Proctor to appear for him, is fo far from excufing, 

* that it aggravates his offence ; for by our exprefs 

* Statutes, and the practice of the Court, no party 

* can be in judgment, or allowed to appear by proxy, 

* till he has personally afked and obtained the Judge's 
*' leave to conftitute a Proctor ; and if the plaintiff be* 

* prefent, which was the cafe, and the defendant ab- 
1 fent, his Proctor cannot be admitted : And far- 

■ ther, if either party fhall prefume to procure or 
1 retain one to act for him, contrary to the tenor of 
€ the Statute, he fhall, if the plaintiff', for that very 
1 reafon lofe his caufe, if the defendant, be looked 

* upon as convict, and cenfured accordingly (*).-— 

■ Now it feems it is the conftant practice to difpenfe 
1 with a debtor's perfonal appearance ; fo that the 
' Profeffor could not be charged with any contempt 

* on that account, unlefs the Vice- Chancellor had 
1 given him notice that he was refolved to fet afide 

* that practice, which is as facred to other Courts as 

* a Law. But in truth the Statute fuppofes no con- 

* tempt, but fays exprefsly, that in that cafe the dc* 
1 fendant fhall be held convict, but not as the impar- 

* tial account adds (without authority), and cenfured 

* accordingly. 
« fhall lofe Hi 


(69) The C.fe 
of Dr. Bentley, 
&c. p. 13, 14, 
15. i%, and 33. 


(70) The Pro, 
ceedings of the 
Vice-Chancellor 
and univerfity of 
Cambridge 
againft Dr. 
Bentley, 


(«) Thclmpar 
tial Accoanr, 
f • 16. 


h For, as the plaintiff not appearing- 
115 caufe, the defendant fhall forfeit his 

de-lit 1 
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erf the Court, appointed Mr. Cook his Proftor, who accufed Dr. Bcntley of contempt for 
not appearing and moved for fome cenfure upon it, and called for the Beadle to make 
M AfWiand a return of the fiift decree (m). But he being confined in his chamber by a fit of the 
jmjiartiaiAc- OQUt t h ere ma d e an affidavit, by improving fome circumftantial talk he had with the 
con utj P . l6 . fe^ ^ d fomc Qcher gemlemcn {n)> the fubje6l of which waSj a complaint of the ill fj>*£™ 

ufao-e he had met with in his attending at Dr. Bentley's lodgings. Among other things, in Zh &c. ? .> 5 ,. 

the°Beadle depofed, That Dr. Bentley laid to him, / wjB not be concluded by what the 

Vice Chancellor and two or threi of his friends Jhatt determine over a bottle (o) (thereby reflet- ^/Thcfcwdrd. 

ing on the clandeftine way in which they had proceeded againft him, without the formal S^^fe 
Cp) The Cafe of con fc nt Q f f uc h a number of Heads as he thought necetfary to make a ftatutable (p) to infill upon as 
y arreft). For this expreffion, the Vice Chancellor fufpended the Defter from all his dc- ^tkZnA 
^ rrrces \BB\ who had no citation, no hearing, not fo much as any notice, from any hand, his iuf P enf,on, 

of what was then doing; and the Vice-Chancellor declared that he would vacate the ^^ nt, s 
( 7 ) trtjupr* Doctor's Profcfforliirp in two or three days, if he did not make his humble fubmiflion (j). followed, 
?,4# < Three Court days are allowed for this fubmiflion, viz. the 7th, 9th, and 15th of Oe* 

1 tober. On the two f >rmer days his name was not mentioned, and on the laft, the 

■ Vice Chancellor would certainly have forgot to fummon him, if he had not been re- 

■ minded by his brother the Dean of Chicheiter. That fame day the Vice-chancellor re- 
' quires the Profeffor to fubmit and own himfclf rightly fufpended ; fo that he firft puts 
c it out of the ProfefTor's power to vindicate himfelf, and then commands him to confefs 
c a fault that he had not been guilty of, and to acknowledge the juftice of a fentence that 
6 has no precedent here, nor any parallel in Hiftory. The only remedy that was now 

■ left, the Profeffor applied to, viz. an appeal to the Delegates of the Univerfity [CC] ; 

^ which 


1 debt ; or, as it is ordered in a later Grace (of greater 
c force, where it differs from it, than the old Statute 
v, 4 or Decree before us, which was never confirmed by 

* Royal authority), mall forfeit his bail-bond. Nor 
4 can a Vice-Chancellor put even that Statute in exe- 
4 cution, if the Proclor be ready to fwear, that his 
' client is detained by ficknefs, or any other lawful 

* reafon, from making his appearance in Court. So 

* that, including all the circumftances, if the Vice- 

* Chancellor had refolved at this time to break 
c through the practice of his Court, he could not, 

* without a direct breach of Statute (which he is 

* equally bound to obferve with every other Member 
4 of the Univerfity), have punifhed him, in theman- 

* ner he did, for non-appearance Betides, it can- 
1 not be pretended, that this drew on the fufpenfion r 
€ becaufe the Vice-ChancelJor declared, that he poft- 

* poned that affair of the debt, and then ordered the 

* Beadle's depofition to be read ; on which an un- 

* lucky record was made, bearing witnefs, that the 

* ProfefTor was accufed of' contempt as contained 
1 therein. How ridiculous then muft thefe vindi- 

* cators of the Vice- Chancellor appear, who ground 
' their arguments on the truth of a fa&, which is 
€ contradicted by his own declaration, by the very 

{ft) Th?Cjfe ■ acts of his Court (71)*' It is afferted by the two 
of Dr. Bentley, authors quoted in this note, who wrote againft Dr. 
Kcgius-Profeiior % ent \ C y 9 that the Statuses juftify the ProfefTor's pu- 
tru\mS^elyUc. n i^ ment on account of contempt, which muft either 
p. 26*27. ' ' confjit in his non-appearance, or in the matters al- 
leged againft him in the Beadle's depofition : for the 
former, that could only be punifhed by the forfeiture 
of his bail-bond ; for, befides what we have juft men- 
tioned of Statutes, he was arrefted for a debt ; in 
which circumftances no man can be guilty of contu- 
macy, for the perfon of the debtor is required either 
of his bail, or the arrefting officer. The debtor him- 
felf is not at all concerned. Dr. Middleton brought 
an action of debt againft him ; to this the Doctor gave 
bail ; in which cafe the Statutes of the Univerfity are 
exprefs, that if the perfon arrefted does not appear, 
his bail is anfwerable, which is common likewife to 
all Courts in England. Now as the Doctor did not 
appear, and no favour was fhewn, why did not the 
Vice-Chancellor fecure to Dr. Middleton his debt in 
a ftatutable way, by laying hold on the bail ? Why 
ihould Dr. Bcntley be fufpended for not appearing, 
when the Statute exprefsly provides for the fecurity 
of the creditor another way, and therefore did not re- 
quire the appearance of the debtor I Can a Court be 
contemned by forfeiture of. the bail-bond ? An action 
for debt is here plainly confounded with a procefs for 
crimes and mifdemcanours, by infilling on perfonally 
aijting and obtaining the Judge's leave to conftitute a 
Proctor, and on the contempt of the Court in not ap- 
pearing, &c. whereas they ought to prove it an inci- 
vility and difrefpect to the Vice-Chancellor,, or to any 


Judge, to forfeit a man's bail-bond. Were this- 
cleared up, the proceedings might be a little juftified 
perhaps, in condemning Dr. Bentley uncited and un- 
heard, and in making it a term of his re-admiflion r 
that he fhould own the juftice of the fentence of fuf- 
penfion. — As to the cafe of a contempt offered with 
refpeCt to the Decree, Beadle, &e. it muft be a con- 
tempt offered to the firft writ, which was in reality 
acknowledged to be no writ ; for if the firft was good 
and lawful, why was a fecond granted? Should a 
legal writ be contemned? But 'tis a fure indicatioa 
that they were confeious of having taken a wrong 
ftep, when they granted a fecond writ upon the fame 
action, without endeavouring to vindicate the con- 
tempt of the firft. The contempt then was the con- 
tempt of a writ, which the Vice-Chancellor himfelf 
did at firft contemn, for to the fecond writ Dr. Ben-" 
tley furrendered himfelf. Now if the firft arreft was 
not valid, the ufage of the Beadle can never be in- 
terpreted a contempt of any jurifdiction, becaufe in 
that cafe he had no right to act as an officer. But 
fuppofe the arreft valid, a procefs ought to have been 
ifTued out, if it had been a matter of a criminal na- 
ture ; but he had no citation. 

[BB~\ The Vice-Chancellor fufpends Dr. Bentley from 
all his degrees.] The latter part of the Journal for 
that day runs thus : Exhibuit depofet tones Edw. Clarke, 
Bedell. Arm. quibus depofitionibus leftis, Cook aecufarit 
contemptum dicli re*u. <viri, prout in iifdem continetur ; 
& dominus ad ejus petitionem pronunciauit rev, <virum 
fufpenfum ab omni gradu fufcepto (72). From this ac- ( 72 )The Journal 
count of the fufpenfion, it appears that the Vice- 0 i the Court. 
Chancellor pronounced Dr. Bentley fufpended from 
all his degrees, at the petition of Mr. Cook, Dr. 
Middleton's Proctor (in a caufe of debt), who ac- 
cufed Dr. Bentley of contempt, contained in the de- 
pofitions of Mr. Clarke the Beadle. As to the fuf- 
pending him at the defire of Mr. Cook, ad ejus peti- 
tonem, how this came into the Act is a little fur- 
prifing, fince Mr. Cook laid to fomc of his brother 
Lawyers, if that may be credited, foon after it was 
over, that he was as ?nuch furprized at the fufpending 
of the Doctor as they, and never defired any fuch 
thing, nor fo much as thought on it. Moreover, the 
Vice-Chancellor knew he was talking in relation to 
the debt-affair only, for he interrupted him, waving 
the hand, and told him, that he would poftpone his 
caufe, and confider only Dr. Bentlefs great contempt 
of the authority and jurijdiQion of the Univerfity, ir» 
calling a regular meeting of the Heads, to which he 
himfelf was invited (the Vice-Chancellor and his 
friends over a bottle, &c.) Then he appealed to 
the Heads there prcfent, and they giving their con- 
fent, he was fufpended (7 3). 1 (73} A Review 

[CC] The only remedy now left the Profeffor applied ofthe Troceed- 
to, viz. an appeal to the Delegates of the Univrrjity.] ings apinrt Dr. 
• The firft ftep which this contemner of the Univer- Bcn ,e> ' 1>,2? * 

4 fity 


BENTLEY. 

e which was arbitrarily refufed him. But thinking it prudent to have the fanftion of the 
4 univerfity to back him, the Vice-Chancellor calls a Congregation, tells his own tale, 
' and has the pleafure to behold the madnefs of the people (r). For this he had alfo 
1 another very ftrong motive, viz. to prevent the Profefibr's being ever reftored by the 
' (ingle power of any fucceeding Vice-Chancellor, by engaging the Univerfity to proceed 
c where he had lefr off ; and after an illegal fufpenfion, to affume a power of degrading 
(i) ibid. P . 9 . c (s) The 1 5th of Oftober, the third Court day after the fufpenfion, the Vice-Chan- 
c cellor informed the Univerfity of the fteps he had taken, and the meflage he had fent 
c the Proteflbr, which was, That he required him to come and acknowledge his crime, the le- 
c gality of his fufpenfion, and humbly beg to be reftored to his degrees \ to which the gentle- 
c man (he faid) had returned no anfwer ; and then he commanded it to be regiftersd, 
* that he would deliberate farther of what was to be done, towards the maintenance of" 
c the Univerfity privileges and his own authority. Eight Heads were prefent in the 
6 Confiftory, viz. two Vifitors of Bennet-college, Dr. Covel and Dr. Balderfton ; three 
c late Chaplains to his Majefty, Dr. Laney, Dr. Adams, and Dr. Sherlock ; the rival 
1 Profeflbr, Dr. Filher ; the Matters of Clare-Hall and St. John's college, Dr. Grigg 
4 and Dr. Jtnkin, Thefe gentlemen, at a confultation the fame afternoon, in the 
4 Mafter of Peterhoufe's lodge, appointed a Congregation the next morning to degrade 
4 the ProfVffor. But, when ihe time came, a friend of the Profeflbr's being that day one 
4 of the Caput, other bufinefs was propofed, but not concluded. On Friday morning, 
4 no mention was made, as ought to have been, of the proceedings at the laft Congrega- 
4 tion ; but the grand affair being found practicable, was propofed to the Caput [i)D]/ 
In the afternoon a vote of the body deprived the great Bentley of all the privileges, ho- 
nours, and degrees, that he had received from it, and by this vote thfc univerfity loft 
perhaps more honour than it took from the Profeflbr. But if the fufpenfion of Dr Ben- 
tley was arbitrary, unftatutable, and illegal (as we imagine we have almoft convinced the 
reader), how much more fo muft the confequence of it, the degradation of this great 
man, from all his degrees, rights, and titles, in the univerfity be. Upon this Dr. Ben- 
tley drew up a petition, which he prefented to his Majefty, 0£l. 30, 1718, a mplaimng 
of the proceedings of the Vice-Chancellor and Univerfity, and begging his Mnjefty's re- 
lief and protection, as fupreme Vificor of the univerfity. The King, in Counci", taking 
the faid petition into confideration, was pleafed to order the fame to be fent to the Reve- 
rend Dr. Gooch, Vice-Chancellor-, who was thereby directed to attend his Majefty in 
Council, on Thurfday the fixth of November 17 18, to give an account of the proceed- 
ings which occafioned this complaint. On this day the cafe was heard between the Uni- 
verfity and the Doctor, before the King and Council, and afterwards referred to a Com- 
mittee of Council ; but the Miniftry being unwilling to interpole their authority with re- 
gard to the proceedings, the matter was farther referred, in a judicial way, to the Court 
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(r) Z/tfitra, 
p. if. 


(74.) The Re- 
view of the Pro- 
ceedings againft 
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p. 60. 67. 


* fity jurifdittion took, was, to appeal to the Univer- 
c fity itfelf, from the irregular fentence of its officer, 

* who out of great concern, no doubt, for their 

* rights and privileges, abfolutely refufed to let them 

* be judges of what, in the plenitude of his own 

* power, he had been pleafed to order, and refufed 
■ the Doctor the appeal ; which refufal was plainly as 

* great an infult upon the privilege of the Univerfity 
c as could be, in direct oppofition to all manner of 
1 Statutes, an appeal being allowed from the Vice- 

* Chancellor to the Body in all cafes, without any 

* one exception, nor has he ever any power at all to 
1 hinder it. It cannot be refufed to any one that 

* thinks himfelf injured, and will make it, and it 

* belongs to the Delegates to determine whether the 

* ground of it be juft or not ; if it be, to give him re- 
8 lief ; if not, then, and not till then, to remit the 
c appellant to the Vice-Chancellor : Therefore when 
1 Dr. Gooch hindered the Profeflbr's appeal, he both 

* denied him a right that he had by Statute, and was 

* guilty of the very crime, upon pretence of which 

* he fufpended him, viz. contempt of the authority 
1 and jurisdiction of the Univerlity (74.).' 

[DD] The grand affair found practicable was pro- 
pofed to the Caput.] The Caput, mentioned above, is 
a committee of fix perfons chofen from different parts 
of the Univerfity, to confult and determine of what 
is proper to be propofed to the Univerfity, the Vice- 
Chancellor always being one. Every Grace, before 
it can be offered in congregation, muft pafs the fcru- 
tiny of the Caput, where each Member has a negative 
upon it : the Vice-Chancellor is the only perfon who 
can propofe any to them. The Grace was no fooner 
propofed to the Caput, but it was without any diffi- 
culty, or the lealt fcruple, confented to; and fo 
hearty were they in the caufe, that it was propofed to 
expel Mr. Bentley the Univerfity. This was not, 
however, done ; which is very ftrange, fince we are 
told they were all unanimous in the opinion, that he 
had ftatutably deferved it, and that there wanted neither 

Vol. II. 


precedent nor power, nor confent, for doing it (75).' 
However, the Grace for degradation, which is as 
follows, was thought the moil proper way. This 
was accordingly read and approved by the Caput, and 
concluded the bufinefs of the morning. 

A Copy of the G R A C E. 
' QUM Reverendus vir, Richardus Bentley, Col- 

* legii Trinitatis magifter, ad fummos in hac 
' Univerfitate titulos et honores veflro favore dudum 

* promotas, adeo fe immemorem et loci fui et vcftrae 
6 authoritatis dederit, ut debite fummonitus ad com- 
c parendum et refpondendum in causa coram pro- 
t cancellario obedientiam, recufaverit, miniftrum 
' Univerfitatis fummonentem indignis modis tracta- 
' verit, pro-cancellarium et capita Collegiorum, op- 
f probriis impetiverit, jurifdictionem denique Uni- 
< verfitatis, longo ufu, Regiis Chartis, et automate 

* Parliament! ftabilitatem pro nihilo habendam eflc 
' declaraverit ; cum que idem Richardus Bentley 
c fuper his caufis ab omni gradu, fufpenfus fuerit, et 
' poftea per tres dies juridicos expect at us comparere 
' tamen neglexerat ; placeat vobis ut dictus Richardus 

* Bentley ab omni gradu, titulo, et jure in hac Uni- 
' veriitate dejiciatur & excludatur.' 

In the fecond meeting of the Congregation, in the 
afternoon, the Grace was again read, and voted in 
both Houfes. 


(75) A full and 
impartial Ac- 
count of the 

P-< eciings, 

fsff. P* 39- 


40 


It pafTed in the Regent-houfe j ^Placets - i S 

It pafTed likewife in the Non- { Placets 62 

Regent-houfe (76) (Non Placets — 35 

But though the majority which voted the degradation 
was considerable, viz. 102 voices againft 50, he had 
the honour to have for his friends all that were re- 
markable for their fteady affections to the govern- 
ment (77). 

3 Q. of 


(76) AnAccount 
of the Proceed- 
ings againft Dr. 
Bentley, asde. 
livered to his 
Majefty in 
Council. 
(77I The Cafe 
of Dr. Berrtey, 
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of King's Bench, where it was kept fome time in agitation. At length, however, the 
proceedings of the Univerfity were reverfed by that Court, and on February the 7th, 
1728, theCourt of KingVBench fent down a Mandamus to the univerfity of Cambridge, 
to reftore Mr. Bentley, Mafter of Trinity-college, to all his degrees, and whatever he 
had been deprived of,' &c. This was agreeable to a prophetic paffage at the end of one 
of the pamphlets, at that time printed in his defence : 6 When our prefent heats are 

* over, I queftion not but our Prof efforts Cafe will be looked upon with another eye, if it 

* be not already feen, that the honour of the Univerfity was made a pretext only, to cover 
« the refentments of fome particular perfons amongft its members. As the determination 
c of it lies at prefent before a judgment, where merit and not malice is likely to be re- 
« garded, we (hall in a little time, I make no doubt, with a more fcholar like pleafure 

* than can be perceived in this ufage of the learned Bentley, congratulate ourfelves upon 
« his reftoration to his well merited honours/ What we (hall farther add, to what we 
have before given, is, that when about thirty years of age, we find him Tutor in Extra- 
ordinary to the Bifhop of Worcefter's fon, and Chaplain to that learned Prelate, in whofe 

family he fpent fourteen years, with no fmall credit and applaufe. Mr. Boyle hints (/) f Boyi« g ai n ft 
at his having been Amanuenfis to the Bifliop, but Dr. Bentley tells us he never ufed one, BemU *> 
and denies ever being in that capacity to any one. At the time of his being with the 
Bifhop, he held a correfpondence not only with the mod learned men of his own nation, 
but alfo with many foreigners, who even at that early age, gave him fuch teftimonies of 
the great regard and efteem they had for his learning and abilities, as few befides himfelf 
could produce. Before he was made Library-Keeper to his Majefty, he was, we find by 
Mr. Bo>le, Library -Keeper to a learned Dean (a). He was Chaplain in Ordinary to (uj&id.^n§i 
King William III., as alfo to Queen Anne; and about the year 1716 or 1717, was 
elefted Kegius-Profefibr of Divinity at Cambridge, for which chair, when he flood can- 
didate, he held a very famous ledture [EE]. Soon after he was preferred to the Mafter- 
lhip of Trinity, he married his Lady, by whom he had feveral children. She bore an 
excellent character, and died before him, in the year 1740. He died in the eighty-firft 
year of his age, on the fourteenth of July 1742, and is buried in Trinity college 
chapel [FF]* 


Hiftor-cai 
Memoirs of the 
Life of Dr. Sa- 
muel Clarke, by 
Mr. Wbifton, 
p. ioi. 
See alfo, an 
Epigram of Dr. 
Bentley 's, £fc. 
Ut fupra, p. 21, 


[EE] For which chair, nvhen he flood candidate, he 
held a very famous leclure.~\ In this he entirely gave 
up that famous text in the firft epiftle of St. John, 
chap. v. 7. concerning the Three that bear record in 
heaven, and publicly proved it to be fpurious. Mr. 
Emlyn wrote an exprefs treatife on that fubjedl at the 
defire of Dr. Clarke and Mr. Whifton, to which trea- 
tife Dr. Bentley alfo alluded in this famous leclure ; 
on which occafion Dr. Waterland being afked, 

* Whether Dr. Bentley's arguments did not convince 

* him,' replied, * No ; for he was convinced be- 
« fore (78).' 

[FF] And is buried in Trinity -college chapeL] The 
infeription on the ftone that covers him is only this : 

H: S: E. 
Richardus Bentley 
S: T: P: R. 
Obiit xiv. JuL 1742. 
iEtatis 80. 

Thefe are all the monumentary honours of this 
great man, who indeed needed not the infeription of 
a tomb-ftone to tranfmit his memory to poiterity. 

H ft, 

%* [The above article having been very awk- 
wardly, and even ungrammatically written, we have, 
at Jeaft with regard to the grammatical part of it, 
corrected it through the whole ; and have intcrfperfed 
in it fome particulars concerning Dr. Bentley which 
were not before recorded. Having ft nee been in- 
formed of a number of circumftances concerning him 
by the favour of Mr. Cumberland, we mail infert 
them in this place ; together with fuch other fafls as 
have been communicated to us by our valuable friends 
and correfpondents. To thefe we mail add various 
teftimonies and obfervations, which may ferve to do 
Hill farther juftice to the memory of fo great and emi- 
nent a man. Dr. Bentley was not born at Wake- 
field, but at Oulton, in the parifli of Rothwell, near 
Wakefield. He was not of a mean family, as was 
afTerted in the firft edition of the Biographia Britan- 
nica. His ancellors, who were of fome confideration, 
po/Tefled an eftate, and had a feat at Hepenftall, in 
the pariih of Halifax. His grandfather, James Ben- 
tley, was a Captain in King Charles the Firft's army, 
at the time of the civil wars ; and being involved in 
the fate of his party, had his houfe plundered, his 
eftate confifcated, and was himfelf carried prifoner to 


Pomfret Caflle, where he died. Thomas Bentley, 
the fon of James, and father of Dr. Bentley, married 
the daughter of Richard Willis of Oulton, who had 
been a Major in the Royal army. This lady, who 
was a woman of exceeding good underftanding, taught 
her fon Richard his Accidence. To his grandfather 
Willis, who was left his guardian, he was, in part, 
indebted for his education ; and having gone through 
the grammar fchool at Wakefield with fingular repu- 
tation, both for his proficiency and his exacl and re- 
gular behaviour, he was admitted of St. John's col- 
lege, Cambridge, under the tuition of Mr. Johnfon, 
on the 24th of May 1676 ; being then only four 
months above fourteen years of age. On the 2 2d of 
March, r 81-2, he ftood candidate for a Fellowftiip, 
and would have been unanimoufly elected, had he not 
been excluded by the ftatutes, on account of his being 
too young for Prieft's orders. He was then a junior 
Batchclor, and but little more than nineteen years 
old. It was foon after this that he became a fchool- 
mafter at Spalding. But that he did not continue 
long in this fituarion, is certain from a letter of his 
grandfather Willis's, frill preferved in the family, 
from which it appears that he was with Dr. Stilling- 
fleet, at the Deanry of St. Paul's, on the 25th of 
April, 1683. He had been recommended by his 
College to the Dean, as Preceptor to his fon ; and 
Dr. Stillingfleet gave Mr. Bentley his choice, whe- 
ther he would carry his pupil to Cambridge or Ox- 
ford. He fixed upon the latter univerfity, on 
account of the Bodleian library, to the confulting of 
the manufcripts of which he applied with the clolcit 
attention *. Being now of age, he made over a 
fmall eftate, which he derived from his family, to 
his elder brother, and immediately laid out the mo- 
ney he obtained for it in the purchafe of books. In 
July, 1683, he took his degree of Mafter of Arts, at 
St. John's college in Cambridge. When, in 1696, 
he was admitted to his degree of Do&or in Divinity, 
he preached, on the day of the public commence- 
ment, from 1 Peter iii. 15. Be ready always to give 
an anflwer to every man that ajketh you a rea/on of the 
hope that is in you. About this time, the Univerfity 
entered upon a defign of publifhing fome editions, in 
quarto, of fome claflic authors, for the ufe of the 
Duke of Gloucefter. Dr. Bentley, who was con- 
fulted upon the occafion, advifed Laughton, to 
whofe care the edition of Virgil was committed, to 
follow Heinfius very clofe. The Doctor's advice was 
g not 
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(79) All the 
above is either 
from Mr, Cum- 
berland's in- 
formation, or 
from papers by 
him communi- 
cated to us. 
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not complied with. Terence was publifhed by Leng, 
Horace by Talbot, and Catullus, Tibullus, and 
Propertius, by Mr. Annefley, afterwards Earl of 
Anglefey. Dr. Bentley procured from Holland, the 
types with which thefe books were printe<^(79). 
Some time afcer he had taken his Doctor of Divinity's 
degree at Cambridge, he was admitted, as we have 
been informed, ad eundcrn, in the univerfity of Ox- 
ford ; though this fact hath efcaped us, in looking 
over the lilt of the Oxford Graduates. His appoint- 
ment to the chair of Regius Profeflbr was in 17 16, 
upon the death of Dr. James; and the living which 
he held in the bifhopric of Ely was not a diftinft pro- 
motion but a benefice annexed to the Profeflbrfhip 
(80). When Dr. Bentley was in waiting as Royal 
Librarian, the Princefs of Wales, afterwards Queen 
Caroline, who cultivated the company of learned 
men, ufed frequently to pit Dr. Samuel Clarke and 
him together; on fubjects of literature. This the 
Doctor fubmitted to for a time ; but being at length 
weary of entering into difctiflions merely for the en- 
tertainment of the Princefs, which produced no in- 
formation to Dr. Clarke and himfelf, he made the 
excufe of health for declining them in future. To 
his lateft hour, he could read the fmalleft Greek Te- 
fbment without fpectacles ; and he died of a young 
man's diforder, a pleuritic fever. He was of a large 
and robuft frame of body, and of ftrong features. 
Thefe gave a dignity, perhaps a feverity to his afpect, 
which probably heightened the opinion many had 
conceived of the haughtinefs and roughnefs of his 
temper. But, in fad, he was of fo tender a difpo- 
fition, that he never read a touching ftory without 
tears. It was not, indeed, till after he had been 
afflicted with a flight paralytic llroke, that this parti- 
cular effect of the foftnefs of his nature was in every 
cafe apparent ; fo that it may poffiBly be imputed, in 
fome degree, to his diforder. It is, however, certain 
that, previous to that event, he was endued with 
great tendernefs and fenfibility. In thecontefl about 
the vifitatorial power, when he met Bifhop Moore, he 
was fo ftruck with feeing his old friend appear in a 
hoftile manner againft him, that he fainted away in 
the Court (81). 

Notice is properly taken, in the text, of the ho- 
nour conferred upon Dr. Bentley, in being the firft 
perfon appointed to preach the Boylean Lefture ; and 
that he mould be fixed upon for this employment, 
when he was but juft turned of thirty years of age, is 
an illuftrious circumftance in the hi ftory of his repu- 
tation. Nor did the manner in which he executed 
the talk aiTigned him detract from his fame. It is no 
wonder that he mould afterwards be fomewhat prcud 
of fo eminent a mark of diftinftion. It is faid that 
he was willing to have it believed that he was under 
thirty when he preached the firit lecture (°2). Be 
that as it may, it is probable that he was under that 
ap;e when he was thought upon, by the Bifhops Stil- 
lingfleet and Lloyd, as the fitteft man for the under- 
taking. Several of his fermons on that occafion, 
which were never printed, are yet remaining. While 
he carried on the lecture, he maintained a philofo- 
phical correfpondence with Sir Ifaac Newton, with 
whom he had the deareft friendfhip; atld he wrote 
nothing without that great man's approbation. Of 
this correfpondence only four letters are ftill pre- 
served, the originals of which are now in Mr. Cum- 
berland's hands. Copies of them, though imperfect, 
were publifhed in 1756. Mr. Whifton, indeed, fays, 
that he had brought Doctor Bentley acquainted with 
Sir Ifaac Newton, about the year 1696 (83). But 
the* worthy writer mult have been miftaken in this 
particular. Independently of direct evidence to the 
contrary, it was not likely that Dr. Bentley mould not 
have an acquaintance with Sir Ifaac before that time ; 
or that he mould need the introduction of a man who 
was cf younger Handing, as well as of much lefs cele- 
brity than himfelf. It is a tradition well eflabli fhed 
in the Doctor's family, and the fact was known to 
Dr. Mead and others, that it was owing to the re- 
peated folicitations of Dr. Bentley, that Sir Ifaac was 
prevailed upon to publifh his Principia at the time in 
which he did do it (84). Such were Sir Ifaac's mo- 
delly and diffidence ! We will not compare his con- 
dud with that of other philofophers. 

Jt is needlefs to enter much farther into Dr. Ben- 
tley's grand controverfy concerning the Epillles of 
Phalaris. It now feems to be the fettled opinion of 
the literary world, that the Doctor has not only the 


evident advantage in refpect of learning and argu- 
ment, but that he is little, if at all inferior to his an- 
tagonift in point of wit and fmartnefs. It may not, 
however, be amifs to recite a few teftimonies on the 
fubject. Mr. Walpole, fpeaking of Mr. Boyle's 
tranflation of the Epiftles of Phalaris, fays, 1 This 
1 work occafioned the famous controverfy with Dr. 
' Bentley ; — who alone, and unworfted, fuftained 
8 the attacks of the brighteft genius's in the learned 

* world, and whofc fame has not fuffered by the wit 
' to which it gave occafion (85);' Mr. Towers, in 
his Britifh Biography, exprefTes himfelf in the follow- 
ing terms : ' In the controverfy between him and 
1 Mr. Boyle, the popular clamour, indeed, was in 
' favour of the latter ; but Bentley'sis unqueftionably 
' a much more valuable performance than that of 

* Boyle. The latter, confidered as a mere Englifh 

* compofition, has the advantage in point of ftyle ; 
' and pleafed the generality, by the perfonal fatire 
1 which it contained againft Dr. Bentley, who had 

* many enemies. But Bentley had greatly the fupe- 
' riority with refpect to juft reafoning, critical faga- 
' city, and extent of learning ; and his vindication 
€ of himfelf alfo contained many fhrewd and farcaftical 

* ftrokes againft Mr. Boyle and his performance. 
' Much has been faid in favour of Mr. Boyle, as a 

* genteel and polite writer ; and it muft be confefled 

* that Dr. Bentley's manner was often too afluming, 

* and that he was deficient in point of civility. But 

* notwithftanding this, there was, perhaps, a much 
f greater want of real candour and politenefs, what- 

* ever affectation of them there might be, in the very 

* contemptuous and unfair manner in which Dr. 

* Bentley was treated throughout Mr. Boyle's book, 

* than in any thing which Bentley had faid againft 
' Boyle. Bentley, with all his foibles, was too 

* refpectable a character to be a proper fubject of 

* fuch treatment ; though Swift, Garth, and Pope, 
' have joined in countenancing the popular preju- 

* dices againft him (86).' Mr. Dodwell, who re- 
fided at^ Oxford during the controverfy, who made 
himfelf in fome fort a party in it, and who had a very 
particular court paid to him by the Ckrift-Ckurck 
men, declared to them that he never learned fo much 
from any book of the fize in his life, as he had done 
from Dr. Bentley's Anfwer to Boyle. At the fame 
time, he reproved the Doftor, in a private letter, as 
guilty of unpardonable affectation, in pretending a 
contempt for his adverfaries. Mr. Dodwell was 
miftaken in this particular. Dr. Bentley's contempt 
for his antagonifts was not pretended or affected, but 
very real and fincere (87). 

So zealous was the combination of the Chrift- 
Church men in this difpute, that it feems they made 
it a point, whenever they publifhed any thing them- 
felves, to have always a fling at Bentley. At the 
fame time, they defired their friends of other colleges 
to fecond their ftrokes. Hence, it was faid, fprang 
that farcaftical reflection made on part of Dr. Ben- 
tley's Lectures, by (an otherwife good-natured man) 
Dr. Keil of Baliol College. ' I am not furprized to 

* find an error of this nature after ted by one, who, 

* as it appears, is not very well fkilled in aftronomy. 

* —But it were to be wilhed that great critics would 
1 confine their labours to their Lexicons, and not 

* venture to guefs in thofe parts of learning which are 
f capable of demonftration ; for this is our prefent 
■ cafe.' Examination of Dr. Burnet's Theory of the 
Earth, p 58. 2d edition (88). So itrong is the in- 
fluence of literary prejudice and faftiion, that many 
even of Dr. Bentley's friends confidered Boyle's Exa- 
mination as unanfwerable. Nor could they be con- 
vinced of the contrary, till the Doctor, firft afking 
them where it was fo impregnable, and confuting 
one article after another upon the fpot, as faft as 
they inftanced, a flu red them it was all of the fame 
kind. This he effectually ihewed in his anfwer. 
Notwithftanding his contempt of his adverfaries, he 
had no malignity againft them ; and, as M after of 
Trinity College, became much connected afterwards 
with Atterbury, as Dean of Chrift-church and Weft- 
minfter. Mr. Boyle alfo made him a vifit at Cam- 
bridge. The two Dr. Freinds, Anthony Alfop, W. 
King, &c. and even Aldrich and Smalbridge, were 
not efteemed by him confiderable enough to deferve 
his notice : though John Freind wrote the Examina- 
tion of his Diflertation upon ^fop ; Smalridge wrote 
the Burlefque Parody, proving that Dr. Bentley could 
not write the Diflertation, by the fame arguments 

which 


(85) Royal and 
noble Authors, 
Vol, ii. p. 129, 


(86) Britifh Bi- 
ography, 
Vol. vii. p. 43 J* 
434* 


(87) Bentley^ 
DiiTert. on the 
Epiftles of Pha- 
laris, edit. 1777, 
p. 449. Note, by 
Dr. Salter. 


(88) Bentley's 
Difc. ubifuprai 

P- 3°S» 3 o6 « 
Note, by the 
learned Dr. 
Henry Owen. 


1 1 • 


B E N T L E Y. 


no'e by 
Dr. Salter. 


(qc) From Mr. 


* Dr. Bentley 
left out ih.s 
Preface, when 
he reprinted the 
hock, at Cam- 
bridge Vid. 
Salter'? addi- 
tional Notes to 
the Difle t. ubi 
fupra, p. 448. 


(91) Fioti a 
paper of memo- 
randums con- 
cern! nr, Dr. 
EL»ntljy, by the 
Ilev. Mr. Pro- 
tefl*jrLorE| and 
communicated 
b ; Mr. Cura 1 er- 
Imd. From the 
i^rrie paper was 
t-»kcn what v.?s 
before faid rela- 
tive to fne Cam- 
bridge cciti'-ns 
of the Claflics. 


v.hkh the Dp&or had made ufe of to prove that Pha- 
laris could not write the Epiilles. A Hop fpoke of 
him with rudenefs and contempt in the preface to his 
edition of the TEfopean Fables ; and King ridiculed 
him in Dialogues of the Dead, &c* (89). While fech 
a number of ingenious and able men united againfl 
Dr. Bentley, he himfclf, by choice, itood alone in 
the controverfy. He refilled the overtures of feveral 
learned men at Cambridge, and other places, who 
tendered their afliilance ; and it is particularly re- 
corded of Bifhop Cumberland, that he always pre 
dieted the deciilon which would be made in the Doc- 
tor's favour, by pofterity (90). 

Our great critic's publication upon the fragments 
of Meuander and Philemon, was entitled, Emendati- 
ones in Menandri et Philemon: s rcliquias ex nupera edi- 
tione Jobannis Clerici, ubi multa Grctii et alia rum, 
plurima Clerici errata cajligantur. Autore Philcleu- 
tbero LipfienJL The occafion of writing this book 
was as follows : Lord Halifax and feveral other great 
men, had an inclination to invite Le Clerc over to 
England, by the offer of fome confiderable church 
preferment. This was not relifhed by jhe Biihops, 
who, though fenfible of Le Clerc's merit as a fcholar, 
yet, at the fame time, knew him to be a man of very 
free notions and principles ; and they were difpleafed 
with his having fpread, through Europe, by means 
of his Bibliotheque, the poifon of the free thinking 
books publifned in England. The intention of Lord 
Halifax, and the other perfons of rank, being men- 
tioned at Archbifhop's Tenifon's table, when Dr. 
Bentley was pre lent, he was prevailed upon to attack 
a publication of Le Clerc's, which had juft then ap- 
peared, being a collection of the fragments of Me- 
uander and Philemon, in order to let the world fee 
that he was not m after of fuch very great erudition as 
was generally believed. However, as Le Clerc and 
Bentley had hitherto been on good terms, and had 
correfponded together, the Doctor chofe to conceal 
himfelf under the borrowed name of Phileleutherus 
Lipfienfis. Accordingly, he fent the manufcript to 
Dr. Hare, then chaplain to the army abroad, with only 
this direction : Usee edantur a cL Petro Burmanno, qui 
prafationem, et fi <velit dedicationem, pramittat. Scripts 
hte emendationes opera extemporali, et finite idihus De- 
cembribus, anno 1709. Dr. Bentley could not have 
fent a more acceptable prefent than this to Burman, 
who was a bitter enemy of Le Clerc's. Burman, 
therefore, prefixed a very fevere and farcaftical pre- 
face to thefe emendations *, in which, fpeaking of 
the unknown author, he fays, Mibi perfuafum efi, 
'vix bodie tres quatuorve, in omni republica literaria, 
fuperejj'e 'viros, qui bus tarn eruditte nota et certijjlmes 
emendationes jure a/crib i pojfent. Accordingly, in 
the Ac! a Eruditorum, they were given to Ben- 
tley. A reply to the Emendationes was publifhed 
under this title : Pbilargyrii Cant a brag i enfis emen- 
dationes in Menandri et Pbilemonis reliquias, ex nu- 
pera cditione Joannis Clerici, ubi qui dam grot ii et 
aliorum, plurima <vero Pbileleutheri Lipfienfis errata ca- 
Jligantur, cum prafia^ione Joannis Clerici. AmJleL 
171 1, 8^0. This book was written by Paaw, in de- 
fence of Le Clerc, and abufe of Bentley. However, 
Paaw is forced to confefs, that Mult a a Pbileleuthero 
emend at a ejfe reele, bene, optime, e verifimile, non inve- 
nujle (91). 

To what hath been faid, in the notes [G] and [H], 
concerning Dr. Bentley's edition of Horace, we mail 
add the tellimony of Dr. Hare, who calls it the com- 
pletely work, produced by criticifm fince the refto- 
ration of learning, and proceeds in giving it the fol- 
lowing eulogium : 1 When I confider how fmall a 
4 book Horace is, how much he has been the delight 
' and admiration of the learned at all times, what 
4 pains the ableft critics have taken with him, and 

* that if others have done nothing, it feems to be for 
4 no other reafon but that they thought there was 
4 nothing left for them : when I make thefe refiec- 
4 tions, and confider, on the other hand, what one 

* man has been able to do, after fo many great 
4 names, who had the ufe of no manufcripts, but 
4 what feemed already to have been exhaufted, and 
4 wanted many of the beft ; 'tis hard to fay whether 
4 the pleafure or the admiration were the greater with 
4 which I read this incomparable work. A man mud 
4 have very little acquaintance with the ancients, or 
■ have no tafte for their writings, who can forbear 
4 greatly admiring, or being greatly pleafed with a 

* performance, wherein exaftnefs and perfpicuity, 

1 


4 life, fpirit, beauty, and order are reftored to fo 
* many places which were before corrupted, or mif- 
4 placed, or obfeured, for want of being rightly 
4 read, or truly underftcod ; for want of an emenJa- 
4 tion of the text, or of knowing the hiftory or cuf- 
4 torn pointed at, or the paffages of the Greek poets 
4 which Horace directly imitated, or the more fecret 
4 allufions which he was above all the Latins ha-py 
4 in.' See the Clergyman's Thanks to Phileleuthe- 
rus, S<vo, 1 - 1 3 (92). When this encomium, which 
is carried to' a fufficient height, was given to the edi- 
tion of Horace, Dr. Hare was almoft an adorer of 
Dr. Bentley. Afterwards, upon a quarrel which 
happened between thefe two learned men, for a rea- 
fon, fays Dr. Salter, without explaining it, which 
does neither of them any honour, Hare attacked Dr. 
Bentley's Pha:drus, and threatened to attack his Te- 
rence. But the threatened attack was never put into 
execution, and, in the opinion of D^,, Salter, :s 
never intended ; Hare, notwithstanding his pei fonal 
animofity, having, in fact, too juft a fenfe of Dr. 
Bentley's eminent erudition, and critical abilities, to 
venture upon the undertaking. He contented him- 
felf with nibbling at the Doctor's Terence, in his 
Epifiola Critica concerning Phaedrus. Dr. Bentley 
had inferibed the firft edition of the Remarks on Col- 
lins, to Dr. Hare, giving only the initial letters of 
his name. But in the fecond edition of the book, the 
F. H. D. D. was left out: and Hare is not once 
mentioned in Bentley's Terence. One Iheet only of 
the third part of Remarks on Collins was printed : 
and then the author flopped, upon fome difappoint- 
mcnt and difgult ; nor would he ever afterwards re- 
fume his pen. He ufed to fay, that he found thefe 
he wrote for, as bad as thofe he wrote againfi (93). 
With regard to Dr. Bentley's Horace, we are told, 
that he intended to have dedicated it to the Earl of 
Halifax, who had been of his college. But the book 
not coming out till 17 1 1, and the miniftry being. then 
changed, he thought proper to prefix a dedication of 
it to the Lord Treafurer Oxford. When this was ob- 
jected to him, after the acceifion of King George the 
Firft, he faid that he Ihould not be worfe off than 
Sherlock, Hare, and Gooch. It happened, howe- 
ver, that all thefe came to be Bifhops (94). 

Of the various important defigns formed by Dr. 
Bentley, it is the moft to be regretted, that he did 
not pubiifh his intended edition of the Greek Tefta- 
ment. What were the reafons why he did not give it 
to the world, we are not able particularly to fay. If 
Dr. Middleton's attack contributed to this event, he 
certainly did no little diflervice to the caufe of facred 
literature. The completion of Dr. Bentley's noble un- 
dertaking was the principal employment of the latter 
part of his life. He had collected and collated all 
the manufcripts of Europe to which accefs could be 
obtained. For this purpofe, his nephew Thomas 
Bentley, LL. D., well known in the republic of 
letters, travelled through Europe at his uncle's ex- 
pence. The work was of fuch magnitude, that he 
found it neceflary, for the firft time, to publifh pro- 
posals for printing it by fubfeription. The whole 
was completed for publication, and he had received 
two thoufand pounds in part of the fubfeription, all 
of which he returned to the fubferibers, when he took 
the refolution of not letting it appear in the world 
during his own life. The work is now in the poflef- 
fion of his executor, Dr. Richard Bentley, one of the 
fenior fellows of Trinity College, and rector of Nail- 
fton near Afhby, in Leicefterlhire ; and it is hoped 
that, at fome future period, it may yet fee the light. 
(95)- 

Other valuable remains of Dr. Bentley are ftill in 
exiftence ; fome of which are in the hands of his exe- 
cutor, and fome in thofe of Mr. Cumberland. The 
latter gentleman is pofleffed of the Dodor's Claffic 
books, with his marginal notes. From thefe notes 
Mr. Cumberland hath publifhed an edition of Lucan, 
which, though not perfect throughout, is full and 
complete with regard to the four firft books. The 
fame gentleman has a Homer of our great Critic's, 
with many marginal notes and corrections, prepara- 
tory to an edition of it, which he intended to have 
given. Dr. Bentley's critical correfpondence with 
his numerous literary acquaintance, which muft be 
very mftrudivc, and entertaining, is not only pre- 
ferved, but deiigned to be laid before the public (96). 

The Doctor's publication of Milton was owing to 
Queen Caroline. Her Majefty reprefentcd to* him 

that 
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that he Tiad printed nO edition of an Englifh Claflic, 
and urged him to undertake Milton (97). His notes 
upon this great poet have been the worft received of 
any of his critical performances. The learnecr^iihop 
Newton fpeaks of them with confiderable feverity, 
intermixed, however, with fome applaufc (98). As 
we have never paid any particular attention to them* 
we fhall refer the confideration of the fubjett to the 
article Milton, under which it will come with equal 
propriety. We fhall only add in this place, that an 
eminently learned correfpondent has obferved to us, 
in a private letter, that the Bifhops Pearce and New- 
ton are juftly reprchenfible for feveral cavils againft 
Bentley's corrections of Milton. 

Mr. Whiftcn has related various particulars con- 
cerning Dr. Bentley, which are worthy of notice. It 
is a proof of the Doctor's philofophical reputation, 
that Mr. Whifton fubjected to him, together with Sir 
Chriftophcr Wren and Sir Tfaac Newton, the manu- 
fcript of his famous Treatife concerning the Theory 
of the Earth (99). Dr. Bentley, it feems, was not 
fatisficd with the explications which had been given 
by Bifhop Lloyd and others, with regard to the pro- 
phecies of Daniel, and the Revelations. Nay, ac- 
cording to Mr. Whiftcn, he expreflcd fome doubts 
concerning the divine authority of thofe books them- 
felves ; and when he was courting his lady, who was 
a moft excellent Chriftian woman, he had like to have 
loir, her, by ftarting to her an objection againft the 
Bock of Daniel. From certain free fuggeftions of 
this kind, Mr. Whifton charges Dr. Bentley with 
having been fceptical with refpeft to Revelation. 
But there doth not appear to us to be fufticient ground 
for the charge. A man might hefitate concerning 
many points of faith firmly credited by Mr. Whifton, 
without an impeachment of his own belief of the Jewifh 
and Chriftian Scriptures. Neither could fuch an im- 
peachment juftly arife from any doubts which might be 
entertained concerning the divine authority of a par- 
ticular book of the Old or New Teftament. Mr. 
Whifton's credulity, and his zealous attachment to 
his peculiar fancies, rendered him of all men the moft 
likely to be miftaken on a fubjecl of this nature 
(ico). With regard to the Apoftolical Conftitutions, 
for the genuinenefs of which Mr. Whifton was fo 
warm an advocate, Dr. Bentley, when he was about 
to perufe them, told Mr. Whifton, that he would cut 
the gra Is frcm under bis fect^ and prove them to be 
fpurious. To this Mr. Whifton replied, ' M after, 

* you will not write againft me on that head ; for 

* when you examine them, ycu frill find them to be 
' genuine.' Accordingly, fays Mr. Whifton, when 
he had, in fome meaiure, examined them, he gave 
this for his opinion ; that fome things in them he 
could correct: as n critic, but that for other parts, they 
were ab ultima ant i quit ate. In another pointy Dr. 
Bentley differed much more widely from Mrr 'Whif- 
ton. That learned man, in his Harmony of the 
Gofpels, contended that the traniactions recorded by 

* the Evangelifts included above four years. But Dr. 
Bentley, from his own perufal of Matthew, Mark, 
and Luke (not pretending the fame of John), revived 
the Valentin ian notion, that cur Saviour preached 
rnly one year. This opinion he had mentioned to 
Archbifhop Sharp, who fpoke of it with concern. 
From Dr. Bentley the notion was communicated to 
Dr. Hare, and by him to his pupil, Mr. Nicholas 
Mann, afterwards Maftcr of the Charter-houfe, who 
defended it with fo much learning and fagacity, that 
Mr. Whifton himfclf faid, that he had demonftrated 
an impoftibility, as well as an impcftibility could be 
demonftrated (101). It is well known that the fame 
hypothecs hath lately been fupported, by many ad- 
ditional arguments, and with much critical acutenefs, 
by Dr. Prieftlcy. 

•When we confider the great abilities, and uncom- 
mon erudition, of which Dr. Bentley was poftefted, 
it reflects feme difgrace on our country, that even his 
literary reputation fhould fo long be treated with 
contempt, that he fhould be reprefented as a 
mere verbal critic, and as a pedant without genius. 
The unjuft light in which he was placed, was not 
entirely owing to the able men who oppofed him in 
the Boylean controverfy. It arofe, perhaps, princi- 
pally from the Poets engaging on the fame fide of the 
queftion, and making him the object of their fatire 
and ridicule. The ' ilafhing Bentley' of Pope will 
be remembered and repeated by thousands who know 
nothing of the Doctor's real merit. Having men- 
tioned this epithet, we (hall add the candid note of 
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the poet's right reverend editor. ' This great man* 
with all his faults, deferved to be put into better 
company. The following words of Cicero defenbe' 
him not amifs : " Habuit a naturd genus quoddam 
acuminis, quod etiam arte limauerat, quod erat in 
reprebendis verbis <verjutum et filers ; fed fape jloma- 
cbqfum, nonnunqttam frigidum ; inter dum etiam fa- 
cetum (102)." In the fourth book of the Dunciad, 
Mr. Pope introduces our critic at greater length, and 
ith ftill greater feverity. 

As many quit the ftrcams that murm'ring fall 
To lull the fons of Marg'ret and Clare-hall, 
Where Bentley late tempeftuous wont to fport 
In troubled waters, but now fleeps in Port. 
Before them march'd that awful A rift arch ; 
Plow'd was his front with many a deep Remark : 
His Hat, which never veil'd to human pride, 
Walker with rev'rence took, and lay'd afide. 
Low bow'd the reft : He, kingly, did but nod ; 
So upright Quakers pleafe both Man and God. 
Miftrefs ! difmifs that rabble from your throne : 

Avaunt is Ariftarchus yet unknown? 

The mighty Scholiaft, whofe unweary'd pains 
Made Horace dull, and humbled Milton's ftrains* 
Turn what they will to Verfe, their toil is vain, 
Critics like me mall make St Profe again. 
Roman and Greek Grammarians ! know your Better : 
Author or fomething yet more great than Letter ; 
While tow'ring o'er your Alphabet like Saul, 
Stands our Digamma, and o'ertops them all. 
'Tis true, on Words is ftill our whole debate, 
Difputes of Me or T ?, of aut or at, 
To found or fink in ratio O or A, 
Or give up Cicero to C or K. 
Let Friend affect to fpeak as Terence fpoke, 
And Alfop never but like Horace joke: 
For me, what Virgil, Pliny would deny, 
Manilius or Solinus fhall fupply : 
For Attic Phrafe in Plato let them feek, 
I poach in Suidas for unlicens'd Greek. 
In ancient Senfc if any needs will deal, 
Be furc 1 give them Fragments, not a Meal ; 
What Geliiusor Stobxus haftVd before, 
Or chew'd by blind old Scholiafts o'er and o'er, 
The critic Eye, that microfcope of Wit, 
Sees hairs and pores, examines bit by bit : 
How parts relate to parts, or they to whole; 
The body's harmony, the beaming foul, 
Are things which Kufter, Burman, Waile fhall fee, 
When Man's whole frame is obvious to a Flea ( 1 03).* 

Perhaps it may be found that this afperity of Mr. 
Pope was not entirely owing to the combination of 
certain wits and poets againft Dr. Bentley, but to 
perfonal refentment. We are told that Bifhop Atter- 
bury, having Bentley and Pope both at dinner with 
him, infilled on knowing what opinion the Doctor 
entertained of the Englifh Homer. He for fome time 
eluded the queftion ; but, at laft, being urged to 
fpeak out, he faid, 1 The verfes are good veries, but 
' the work is not Homer, it is Spondanus.' Mr. 
Richard Bentley is faid to have been Angularly pro- 
ve ked at Mr. Pope's attack upon his father, in the 
character of Ariftarchus (104.). We may obferve, by 
the way, that the Walker mentioned in the preced- 
ing lines was the learned John Walker, who is fpoken 
cf in Bentley's propofais for publifhing the Greek 
Teftament. He became Vice- maftcr of Trinity Col- 
lege, and was always clofely connected with the Doc- 
tor : nay, he has been called his Zany. Dr. Bentley, 
it feems, in all his contcfts, took care to keep upon 
good terms with the Vice-mafter (105). 

Among the profe writers who have treated our 
great critic with undue contempt, it is with concern 
that we mention an author of eminent ingenuity and 
learning, and who is very feldom deficient in candour. 
This is Dr. Lowth, the prefent excellent Bifhop of 
London ; who, in * his letter from a late Profeflbr of 

* the univerfity of Oxford,' addrefting his right Re- 
verend antagonift, expreffes himfelf concerning Dr. 
Bentley in the following terms : * And here, more op- 
' portunely for the illuftration of what I am faying, 

* you introduce the incomparable Dr. Bentley, as ft and - 

* ing in the foremoft rank of modern critics ; of 
1 grammatical and verbal critics, I agree with you : 

* He could judge with great penetration of the age 

* of an author, by the dialect, the phrafe, and the 
' matter; by Tbericlean cups and Sicilian talents. 
' This was his proper fphere of fcience, and in this 
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' he excelled. But In matters of pure tafte, the fine 
c difcernment of the different characters of compofi-^ 
' tion, colours of ftile, and manners of thinking ; of 

* interior beauties and excellencies of writing, in re- 

* gard to all this, what was he ? Unus Caprimulgus 
4 aut FcJJbrS This fevere paffage produced, as might 
naturally be expected, a fpirited reply from Mr. 
Cumberland, who, in defence of his grandfather's 
reputation, thus expostulates with Dr. Lowth, then 
Bifhop of Oxford : 

* But I juit now defired your Lordihip to refolve 

* me in which of Dr. Bentley's original works it was, 

* that you had difcovered fuch convincing marks of 
1 the meannefs and contemptible rulticity of his ge- 

* nius : was it in his declamations from the pulpit 
' that he betrayed this utter ignorance of the beauties 

* and excellencies of ^writing? Did ever Herdfmart 

* from his obfervations on nature, and the fabric and 

* conduction of man, argue up to the divine author 

* and creator of all things with fuch itrength of rea- 
' foning, fuch convictive eloquence, as are to be 

* found in his Leclures? Did ever Hedger and Ditcher 
■ give fuch edifying, fuch fa tii, factory Reafons for the 
4 Hope and the Faith that was in him, as are given in 
4 his famous Commencement Sermon P Many clowns, 

* my Lord, it muft be confefs'd, have preached be- 
€ fore Kings, and ftill continue to preach ; but does 

* Dr. Bentley's fermon before the King impeach him 

* of inurbanity ? furely not; and it will be hard to 

* think with your Lordihip, that the fame perfon, 

* who was capable of compofmg in fo good a ityJe 

* himfelf, mould be incapable of forming any judg- 
' ment with refpect to that of another man's. I flat- 
4 ter myfclf therefore I may conclude, that it is not 
1 in the pulpit your Lordihip will arraign Dr. Bentley ; 
' it is not for his labours in the caufe of religion, the 
4 inftrudtion of mankind, and the confutation of 
1 atheifm, that your Lordmip (fo confpicuous for 
4 merits of the fame nature) means to degrade and 
4 difgrace his memory. I may fay for him what Bi- 

4 fhop VV pleaded for himfelf-—* 44 that his 

*' fervices to religion and fociety feein to entitle him 

44 to common refpect from every man of letters, 

44 engaged in the fame caufe, where no perfonal ani- 
44 mojities have intervened " And as your Lordihip, 

* in defcribing your own character, has profelTed 
4 yourfelf to be, 44 f as a member of the common- 
44 wealth of letters, a true lover of peace and quiet- 
44 nefs, of mutual freedom, candour, and benevolence ; 
44 and that you deteft and defpife the fquabbles that 
44 are perpetually arifing from the jealoufy and pee- 
44 vifhnefs of the genus irritabile fcriptorum," I will 
4 venture to conclude that you have not taken up this 

* contemptuous opinion of his underftanding and abi- 
4 lities, from the fervices he has done to religion, 
4 and the inftructions he has bequeathed to mankind. 

4 But, my Lord, this is not all ; I have fome lit- 

* tie matter more to ofT^f in defence of his mangled 
4 reputation ; fome few remarks more to make upon 
4 his fervices in the caufe of God and of religion ; I 

* hope thefe will not be taken for tokens of his want 

* of underftanding. The confutation of atheifm 

* feems an eafy and obvious tafk, a work for real 
4 herdfnen and hedgers ; every object proves the e.v- 

* iftence of the Deity, and every rational being com- 

* prehends that proof ; but Bentley, like a hardy 

* obftinate clown as he was, undertook a bolder tafk ; 
4 this ignorant, unpolifhed peafant undertook, my 
4 Lord, to confute and expofe the fine gentlemen of 
r his age, the wits and reafoners of the time, the fet 

4 of Free-thinkers that unhinged the age in which he 
( lived, and threw the whole bench of Bifhops (your 
r Lordihip was not then amongft the number) into 
' confternation and difmay. In this dilemma, my 

5 Lord, when the whole army of Protcilant Divines, 
r mitred and unmitred, like that of Saul upon the 

challenge of Goliath, trembled behind their trenches, 
this defpicable herdfman, this booby boor, taken 
' like David from the fheep-folds, entered the lifts, 
and iingly overthrew the mighty champion of infide- 
lity. The triumphs of Chriflianity upon this vic- 
tory were only to be equalled by the applaufes, 
which every true believer beftowed upon their de- 
fender : The whole bench of Bifhops honoured Dr. 
Bentley with their'thanks : Behold the revolution 
of a few years! Bentley dies; your Lordihip fuc- 
ceeds to a feat on that bench ; you diflent from your 
predecefTors, and tear their trophies from Tils 
ihrine (106)/ 


Mr. Cumberland afterwards adds; c What, my 
4 Lord, will you allow the author of The Remarks 
4 (on Collins) no place but amongit grammatical, 
4 and verbal critics ? Will you expel him from the 
4 fociety of liberal and well-accomplilhed fcholars? 
4 Was he fit for no higher ufes than, like a juggler, 
4 to play with Then clean cups and Sicilian talents ? 
4 Was this his proper fphere of fcience, and did he 
4 greatly excel in nothing higher? Are there no 
4 iparks of genuine attic wit, no fallies of native 
* humour, no polilhed itrokes of temperate and clean- 
4 ly ridicule to be found in that work ? Are there 
4 really no d awnings of a pure taitc, no fhadowings 
4 of a difcerning faculty to be found?— What an error 
4 have the learned of all the nations of Europe been 
4 in! (107).' Speaking of the dilpute concerning 
the EpilUes of Phalaris, and the combination of wits 
at Oxford againit Dr. Bentley, Mr. Cumberland far- 
ther obferves : 4 With thefe confederates your Lord- 
4 fhip well knows, he fingly maintained a notable 
4 controverfy, with every advantage on his fide, that 
4 fuperior talents for wit, learning, and argumenta- 
4 tion could give him. If your Lordihip doubts 
4 which party triumphed in this difpute, you are the 
4 only man in all Europe that does ; but this I dare 
4 fay is by no means the cafe (108).' The Earl of 
Chefterfield fpeaks of Dr. Bentley as the molt learned 
man in England (109). We do not mention this as 
a teftimony of any other confequence, than as it 
fhews the opinion really entertained of him by men 
of wit and genius, though fuch men had affected to 
treat him with contempt. It is of greater import- 
ance to clofe our evidences of his literary merit with 
the authority of a writer who hath already been re- 
ferred to in note [J j ; but whofe encomium, as it 
came from a man of acknowledged critical difcern- 
ment, of the foundclt literature, and of the molt en- 
larged general underltanding, we lhall repeat fome- 
what more fully. Dr. Samuel Clarke, in his preface 
to his fine edition of Cxfar's Commentaries, fays, 
Maximum mihi hoc in opere auxilium attulit Liber MS, 
haud quid em ipfe antiquijjimus, ex valde ant i qui s autem 
(ut videtur) codicibus exferiptus ; quern e JereniJJima; 
Regime Bibliothecd utendum mihi dedit vir in hujuf- 
modi rebus peritid plane incredibili, et criticos omnes 
longe longeque judicio et fagacitate antecellens, Ri- 
ch ardus Bentley (iio). 

It muft, we apprehend, be acknowledged, that 
one caufe of Dr. Bentley's having enemies, was his 
not always bearing his faculties with fufficient meek- 
nefs. He appears to have had a confiderable degree 
of literary pride, and to have fpoken of himfelf and 
others with uncommon freedom. Mr. Whifton in- 
forms us of the Doctor's having faid, 4 That when he 
4 himfelf fhould be dead, Waffe would be the molt 
4 learned man in England (in).' Dr. Salter, who 
was extremely devoted to the memory of Dr. Ben- 
tley, confefTed that he was remarkable for his Faflus 9 
efpecially towards his equals, and for fpeaking highly 
of himfelf. But, at the fame time, he is deicribed 
by Dr. Salter, as having been a very amiable and 
pleafant man in private life, and as pofTeffing much 
good nature, though he hath been otherwife repre- 
sented. This account agrees with the molt authentic 
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information from different quarters. It is related of 
Dr. Bentley, that he ufed to pull off his hat to the 
younger Students, but would not do it to the Fel- 
lows of his college. Being afked the reafon for mak- 
ing this difference, he anfwered, 4 That the young 
4 ones might come to fomething ; but for the others, 
4 they never could be good for any thins (uz).' ,„ x T u- a 

With regard to Dr. Bentley's long difpute with his 
College, Mr. Whilton reprefents his having been in- authority f or 
duced, in a finglc inftance, after four years of unex- than comm on 
ceptionable conduct, to recede from the excellent rule report# 
ofdetur digniori, in the election to a Fellowship as 
the firft falfe ftep which led to others, and was very 
prejudicial to his own happinefs (1 13). A concife 
and accurate account of his controverfies 


~r« with his 

College and the Univerfity, and of the publications 
which appeared on thefe occafions, may be feen in 
Mr. Gough's Anecdotes of Topography (114). There 
are, likewife, in the Harleian Colleftion of manu- br Britift Topo- 
fenpts m the Britift Mufeum, ,N». 7323, Tome au- 2.^. 
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thentic papers, relative to the proceedings of the — ii«V 

Univerfity againit Dr. Bentley (115). , . n . 

There is an error in the article of our predeceflbr, Biography, Vol. 

concerning the difpute about the vifitatorial power vii. p.438. 
which we forgot to correct in time. Dr. Fleetwood 
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is faid to have been Bifhop of Ely in 1728 ; whereas 
Dr. Fleetwood had been dead feveral years, and Dr. 
Green was then Silhop of that diocefe. 

The fubfequent anecdotes have been communicated 
to us by an ancient and very refpeclable dignitary of 
the Church, who was prefent when the farts hap- 
pened. • At the aflizes held for the county of Cam- 

* bridge, at the cattle of Cambridge (the year I don't 

* recoiled, but think it was 1726 or 1727), during 

* the time of Dr. Bentley's degradation, the Crycr 

* of the Court called the Doctor, as one of his Ma- 

* jetty's Juftices of the Peace for the faid county, by 

* the flyle and title of Richard Bentley, Doctor in 

* Divinity. Upon which the Vice-Chancellor, who 

* was prefent, reprimanded the Cryer, faying, 
<c there was no fuch man." The Judge (who as I 

* remember was Sir Robert Raymond) inquiring of 

* the Officer whether Bentley flood in the roll under 
' that defcription, and being anfwered in the allirma- 

* tive, directed the Cryer to call him again in the 

* fame ftyle ; faying, that the Court would take no 

* notice of their academical acls, in oppofition to a 

* commilfion under the Great Seal, unlefs fuch acts 

* were confirmed either by the King in Council, or 
€ by fome determination in the courts of law, which 

* he apprehended was not the cafe. 

* In the firtt Divinity Ad which was kept in the 

* public fchools, after Dr. Bentley's reftoration to 

* his degrees, and in which Dr. Bentley himfelf mo- 

* derated as Profc/Tor, Dr. John Addenbroke, then 

* Fellow of Catherine Hal!, and afterwards Dean of 

* Litchfield, was refpondent for the degree of Batche- 

* lor of Divinity. His quefuens weie, 1. Galei ar- 

* gumentciy non valent contra P&dobaptifmum* 2. Mi- 

* racula a Chrijfo edita probant di<vinam ejus MiJJionem. 

* Again it the terms of the firft the Profeflbr objected, 

* as confining the queilion to Gale's arguments, fay- 

* ing, ^uid nobis cum Homuncione Galeo P On which 

* it was obferved, that the laft determination Dr. 
€ Bentley made in the fchools, before he was de- 

* graded, was upon the queftion concerning Paedo- 

* baptifm, and that he had faid, that he would only 

* confider Gale's arguments, as that writer had faid 
f every thing on the negative fide, that could be al- 

* leged againlt infant baptifm 1 To the terms of the 

* other queftion, he objected bad Latin, faying, We 

* have heard of edere librum> edere Jtgnum popu!o y Jed quis 

* unquam audivit, edere Miraculum ? Miraczda facia funt, 

* non edita. N. B. Addenbroke was faid to be a great 

* ftickler again ft Bentley, in the Senate Houfe, while 

* his degradation was in debate.' 

In 1738, a libel was exhibited before the Vicar- 
General of the Bifhop of Ely, againft Dr. Col batch, 
Reftor of Orwell, for refufing to pay the proxies due 
to Dr. Bentley, as Archdeacon of Ely. Dr. Col- 
batch alleged in his defence, that the Arch-deacon, 
though he had been nearly forty years in that office, 
had never been known, in all that time, to uijit any 
one church or chapel, in the manner required by the 
ecclefiaftical law. However, without bringing the 
matter, it feems, to a full hearing, Dr. Colbatch 


had a fentence-pafled againft him by t\c Court, and 
was charged with a Wi of cottr. Upon this occafion, 
he published a -pamphlet with the following titfe : 
4 The Cafe of Proxies pavable to ecclefiaftical Vifitcrs 

* fully Rated : And the Queftion difcufted, Whether 

* thofe Payments can upon any Account become due 

* from the Parochial Clergy to an Arch -deacon, who 
1 doth not vifit them and their C.Wchrs in rerfoi) ? 

* With fome Remarks on Part of a pofthumcus Dif- 
< courfe of the late Bilhop Stillingfleet,' fevo, Cam- 
bridge, 1741 *. In this tract, Dr. Colbatch difplays 
great learning in the ecclefiaftical and canon law, and 
writes with much appearance of reafon and argu- 
ment ; but we do not prefume to determine upon a 
fubjedr. of which we are not competent judges. The 
fentence of the Court on the fide of Dr. Bentlev is a 
prefumptive evidence in his favour. Mr. Whifton, 
in the Memoirs of his own Life, p. 356, gives an 
excellent character of Dr. Colbatch ; but reprefi-nts 
his virtue as having been of a fevere, and not of an 
agreeable caft. 

Of Dr. Bentley's three children by his Lady, his 
fon, who was called after his own name, war, edu- 
cated under his father's infpettion, at Trinity-col- 
lege, of which he was chofen Fellow. He fucceeded 
the Doctor in the Library-keeper's place of St. 
James's, but refigned it in 1745 (1 16). Mr. Richard 
Bentley, who is llill Jiving (1778), and is a gen- 
tleman of acknowledged ingenuity, tafte, ai d 
learning, was the inventor of the elegant ard 
original defigns for Mr. Gray's Poems. He is the 
author, likevvife, of feveral publications, and has 
written fome pieces, containing much wit and hu- 
mour. „ Among others, the Mock-Patriot; fm, a poem 
printed within thefc few years, has been afcribed to 
him. His Tragedy, intitled Philodamus, which was 
publifhed by Dodftey in 1767, was e"fteemed, by the 
late eminent poet Mr. Gray, to be one of the moft 
capital poems in the Engliih language. Accordingly, 
Mr. Gray wrote a laboured and elegant commentary 
upon it, which abounds with wit, and is one of his 
beft productions (117)* Dr. Bentley's eldeft daugh- 
ter, Elizabeth, was married, about the year 727, to 

Sir Humphry Ridge, eldeft fon to Ridge, 

Efq; brewer to the navy at Portfmouth, a gentleman 
of ample fortune (1 19). The youngeft daughter, Jo- 
anna, efpoufed, not long after, a grandfon of the 
learned Dr. Cumberland, Biihop of Peterborough. 
Dr. Bentley, in a vifit to his fon-in-law, who lately 
died Lord Bifhop of Kilmore in Ireland, corrected, 
throughout, the firft edition, which had been faultily 
printed, of the Biihop of Peterborough's famous book, 
De Legibus Naturae* This corrected edition is in- 
tended to be given to the world (119). Richard Cum- 
berland, Efq; fon to the Bifhop of Kilmore, great- 
grandfon to the Biihop of Peterborough, and grand- 
fon to Dr. Bentley, is too well known, by his inge- 
nious writings, and efpecially by the applaufe with 
which his dramatic pieces have been generally and 
juftly received, to ftand in need of any particular en- 
comiums in this place.] K. 


• For 3 fgl.t of 
th s pnm\ hler, 
and a knowledge 
bf the uft it 
retires to, we 
aie i indebted to 
Mr. Reed. 


(j 16) ttew Rid- 

onary. Vol. ii. 
p. 143. 


(r T7) From Mr. 
Cumberland. 


New Dic- 
tionary, ubi 


(1 19) From Mr, 
Cumberland. 


I*) Moft of the 
following parti- 
culars of Bifhop 
Berkeley's life 
were received 
from a brother 
of his Lord- 
Ihip's, yet 
living ; and the 
whole article 
■was communi- 
cated by a gen- 
tleman, who is 
at this time 
(1778) one of 
the Fellows of 
Trinity -college, 
Dublin. 


[* DR. GEORGE BERKELEY, the learned and ingenious bifliop of 
Cloyne in Ireland, was a native of that kingdom, and the fon of William Berkeley of Tho- 
niaftown, in the county of Kilkenny, whofe father went over to Ireland after the Refto- 
ration (the family having fuffered greatly for their loyalty to Charles I.), and there ob- 
tained the colle&orlhip of Belfaft. Our author was born March 12, 1684, at Kilcrin 
near Thomaftown, received the firft part of his education at Kilkenny fchool under Dr. 
Hinton, and was admitted a penfioner of Trinity College, Dublin, at the age of fifteen, 
under the tuition of Dr. Hall. He Was admitted fellow of that college June 9, 1 707, 
having previoufly fuftained with honour the very trying examination, which the candi- 
dates for that preferment are by the ftatutes required to undergo. The firft proof he 
gave of his literary abilities was ArithmeUca abfqtie Algebra aut Euclide demonfirata [A] y 
which, from the preface, he appears to have written before he was twenty years old, 
though he did not publifh it till 1707. It is dedicated to Mr. Pallifer, fon to the Arch- 
bifliop of Caftiel, and is followed by a Mathematical Mifcellany, containing fome very 
ingenious obfervations and theorems inferibed to his pupil Mr. Samuel Molyneux, a 
gentleman of whom we fhall have occafion to make farther mention prefently, and whole 


f [A] Arithmetica abfque Algebra^ 8cc] This little 
piece is fo far curious, as it ihews his early and ftrong 
paifion for the mathematics, his admiration of thofe 
great names in philofophy, Locke and Newton, fome 


of whofe pofitions he afterwards ventured to call in 
queftion, and the commencement of his application 
to thofe more fubtile metaphyfical ftudies, to which 
his genius was peculiarly adapted. 

father 
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2 4 3 BERKELEY. 

father was the celebrated friend and correfpondent of Mr. Locke. His Theory of Vifion 
[B] was publifhed in 1709, and the Principles of human Knowledge [Cj appeared the year 

after. 


(1) Tnquiry into 
the Mind, c. 6. 


Theory of <vi/ion.] Of all our author's works 
this feems to do the greateft honour to his fagacity ; 
being, as Dr. Reid obferves (1), the firft attempt 
that ever was made to diftinguifh the immediate and 
natural objects of fight from the conclufions we have 
been accu Homed from infancy to draw from them : 
a diftineuon, that gentleman juftly adds, from which 
the nature of vifion hath received great light, and by 
which many phenomena in optics, before looked upon 
as unaccountable, have been clearly and diftinttly re- 
folved. The boundary is here traced out between 
the ideas of fight and touch, and it is (hewn demon- 
ftrably, that though habit hath fo connected thefe 
two claffes of ideas in our minds, that they are called 
bv the fame names, and are not, without a ftrong 
effort of attention, to be feparated from each other, 
yet originally they have no fuch connection; info- 
much that a perfon born blind, and fuddenly made 
to fee, would at firft be utterly unable to tell how any 
object that affected his fight would affect his touch, 
and particularly would not from fight receive any 
idea of diftance, outnefs, or external fpace, but 
would imagine that all the objects he faw were in his 
eye, or rather in his mind. This laft very curious 
aflertion was afterwards, in the year 1728, furpriz- 
ingly confirmed in the cafe of a young man born 
blind, and couched at fourteen years of age by Mr. 
Chefelden, F. R. S. and Surgeon to her Majefty, 
whofe narrative is fo ftrong in favour of our author's 
theory, that wc could not forbear prefenting the 
reader with an extract of it from the Philofophical 
Tran factions, No. 402. 

1 When he fir It faw, he was fo far from making 
4 any judgment about diftances, that he thought all 

* objecls whatever touched his eyes (as he expreffed 
4 it) as what he felt touched his fkin ; and thought 

* no objects fo agreeable as thofe which were fmooth 
' and regular, though he could form no judgment of 

* their fhape, or guefs what it was in any object that 

* was pleafing to him. He knew not the fliape of 

* anything, nor any one thing from another, how- 

* ever different in fhape or magnitude ; but upon 

* being told what things were whofe form he knew 

* before from feeling, he would carefully obferve, 

* that he might know thenl again : but having too 

* many objects to learn at once, he forgot many of 

* theiri, and as he faid, at firft he learned to know, 
'and again forgot a thoufand things in a day. One 

particular only, though it may appear trifling, I 
4 will relate. Having often forgot which was the cat 
' and which the Jfog t he was alhamed to afk ; but 

■ catching the cat, jvhich he knew by feeling, he 

* was obierved to look at her ftedfaftly, and then 
1 fetting her down faid, So, pufs ! I {hall know you 

* another time. — We thought he foon knew what 

* pictures reprefented which were (hewed to him, but 

■ we found afterwards we were miftaken ; for about 

* two months after he was couched, he difcovcred at 

* once they reprefented folid bodies, when to that 
4 time he confidered them only as party-coloured 

* planes, or furfaccs diverfified with variety of paint : 

* but even then he was no lefs furprized, expecting 

* the pictures would feel like the things they rcpre- 

* fen led ; and was amazed when he found thofe 
4 parts, which by their light and fliadow appeared 

■ now round and uneven, felt only flat like the reft ; 
4 and aiked which was the lying fenfe, feeling or 
4 feeing. — Being (hewn his father's picture in a locket 
4 at his mother's watch, and told what it was, he 
4 acknowledged a likenefs ; but was vaftly furprized, 
4 afking how it could be that a large face mould be 
4 expreffed in fo little room ? faying, it mould have 
4 feenied as impoflible to him as to put a bu(hel of 

* any thing into a pint.' 

[CI Principles of human knowledge.] The Theory 
of Vifion is dedicated to Sir John Percival, after- 
wards Earl of Egmont ; the Principles of human 
Knowledge to the Earl of Pembroke, at that time 
Lord Licutenantn)f Ireland. In the Introduction to 
this laft, the author quarrels with Mr. Locke's ac- 
count of abftract ideas and general names. Words, 
fays Mr. Locke, become general, by being made the 
fjgns of general ideas, and ideas become general by 


abftraction, that is, by a power of the mind to con- 
ceive feparately the feveral co-exiiKng qualities of an 
object, and leaving out of the complex idea whatever 
is peculiar to the individual, and retaining only what 
is common to it with others of the fame kind, to 
frame an abftract. idea, wherein all the particulars of 
that kind equally partake. According to Berkeley, 
this operation is impoflible. A word becomes general 
by being made the fign, not of an abftract general 
idea, but of feveral particular ideas, any one of which 
it indifferently fuggefts to the mind. For example ; 
when we prove any thing concerning motion and ex- 
tenfion in general, we do not mean to fay that we 
have an idea of motion without a body moved, or a 
particular velocity, or of ex ten fi on without colour, 
magnitude, &c. but it is implied, that whatever par- 
ticular motion or extenfion we confider, the propo- 
rtion holds equally true concerning it. Again; art 
idea, which confidered in itfelf is pai ticular, becomes 
general by being made to reprefent, or ftand for, all 
other particular ideas of the fame fort. The doctrine 
of abftraction, he fays, arofe from a miftake con- 
cerning the nature of language. It is fuppofed that 
the ufe of language is only to communicate ideas, and 
that every fignificant name ftands for an idea : flnce 
therefore names do not always mark particular ideas, 
it is ftraightway concluded that they ftand for abftract 
notions. Rut firft, the only end of language is not 
the communicating of ideas, but the exciting of fome 
paflion, Sec, which is of:en accomplifhed without the 
intervention of words : and fecondly, it is not ne- 
ceflary that names, every time they are ufed, mould 
excite the ideas they ftand for : in reading and dif- 
courfe they are for the moil part ufed as letters in al- 
gebra, wherein although a particular quantity is 
marked by each letter, it is not requifite that in every 
ftcp the letter fhould fuggeft to our thoughts the 
quantity it ftands for. He infers therefore, that we 
have no ideas but particular ones ; and that names do 
not always, at the time they are ufed, (land for 
ideas. 

This whole difpute feems to turn upon a (ingle 
point ; whether it is poflible for the mind, or pure 
intellect, to frame to itfelf ideas which cannot be the 
object of the imagination, cannot be pictured by 
fancy ; or, in the language of the Peripatetic fchool, 
whether there is any ground for the diftinction be- 
tween variola, and ^a»T^/xa1a« notions and phantafmi. 
The queftion muft, we think, be anfwered in the 
affirmative againft Berkeley, by any one who (hall 
attentively read over Cud worth's Effay on eternal 
and immutable Morality, IV. 1. § 8, &c. and IV. 
3. § 6. See alfo Bolingbroke's Philofophical Works, 
E/Tay I. p. 117, London, 1754. 

The object of the Principles of human Knowledge, 
as well as of the Dialogues between Hylas and Phi- 
lonous, is to prove, that the commonly received no- 
tion of the exiftence of matter is falfe, and inconfift- 
ent with itfelf ; that thofe things which are called 
fcnfible material objects are not external to the mind, 
but exift in it, and are nothing more than impreflions 
made upon our minds by the immediate act of God, 
according to certain rules, termed laws of nature, 
from which in the ordinary courfe of his government 
he never deviates ; that the fteady adherence of the 
fupreme Spirit to thefe rules is what conftitutes the 
reality of things to his creatures, and fo effectually 
diftinguifhes the ideas perceived by fenfe from fuch as 
are the work of the mind itfelf or of dreams, that 
there is no more danger of confounding them together 
on this hypothecs than on the common fuppofition of 
matter. The not attending to this diftinction, which 
however is inculcated over and over by our author, 
has led many to fuppofe, that Berkeley was an arrant 
fceptic that rejected the teftimony of his fenfes ; when 
in truth the difpute is not about the reality of our fen* 
fat ions (and fo far only the teftimony of mere fenfe 
extends) — for of this he was as firmly convinced as 
any body could be, and of the neceflity of acting ac- 
cordingly -but concerning the caufes of thofe fenfa- 
tions, whether they proceed from a fet of infenfible 
material beings without us, or immediately from the 
creator himfelf. His principal argument againft the 

exiftence 
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after. The airy vifions of romances, to the reading of which he was much addi&ed, 
difguft at the books of metaphyfics the* received in the Univerfity, and that inquifitivd 
attention to the operations of the mind which about this time was excited by the writings 
of Mr. Locke and Father Malebranche, probably gave birth to his difbelicf of the exig- 
ence of matter. In 1712, the principles inculcated in Mr. Locke's Two Treatifes of Go- 
vernment feem to have turned his attention to the doftrine of paffive obedience ; in fup- 
port of which he printed the fubftance of three Common places delivered by him that 
year in the college chapel, a work which afterwards did him fome injury in his fortune. 
For, being prelented by Mr. Molyneux above mentioned to their late Majefties, then 
Prince and Frincefs of Wales (whofe Secretary Mr. Molyneux had been at Hanover), he 
was by thern recommended to Lord Galway for fome preferment in the church of Ire- 
land, ^ut Lord Galway, having heard of thofe. fermons, reprefented him as a Jacobite ; 
an impreflion which Mr. Molyneux, as foon as he was apprized of it, took care to remove 
from the minds of their highnelTes by producing the work in queftion, and fliewing that 
it contained nothing but principles of loyalty to the prefent happy eftablifhment. This 
was the firft occafion of our author's being known to Queen Caroline. In February 1713* 
he eroded the water, and publifhed in London a farther defence of his celebrated iyftem 
of immaterialifm, in Three Dialogues between Hylas and Philonous. Acutenefs of pares and 
a beautiful imagination were fo confpicuous in his writings, that his reputation was now 
eftablifhed, and his company was courted, even where his opinions did not find admiffion. 
Two gentlemen of oppofite principles concurred in introducing him to the acquaintance 
of the learned and the great Sir Richard Steele and Dr. Swift. He wrote feveral papers 
in the Guardian for the former, and at his houfe became acquainted with Mr. Pope, 
with whom he continued to live in ftridt friendfhip during his life. Dean Swift, befides 
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exigence of thofe material beings may be reduced to 
this fyllogifm : 

Whatever is immediately perceived by fenfe, is an 
idea. 

Senfible things are things immediately perceived by 
fenfe. 

Therefore fenfible things are ideas ; and confequently 
exift only in the mind. 

For the proof of the fecond propofition he appeals to 
the feelings of his reader, and afks, whether by what 
he calls fenfible things he means any thing elfe but 
the things he immediately perceives by fenfe ? whe- 
ther, for inftance, when he fays this table exifts, he 
means any thing more than that he fees and feels it, 
that is, perceives it by his fenfes ? If you anfwer, 
that you are indeed immediately confeious only of the 
fenfation, but that reafon obliges you to infer from 
thence the exigence of an external being which is the 
caufe of it, he joins iftue with you, and fays, the 
quellion then is only whether this external caufe is 
aclive or inactive, fpirit or matter. Now it is a con- 
tradiction to fuppofe that unthinking matter can be 
the caufe of ideas : for caufality fuppofes aclion : 
action mult confift either in motion or volition : it 
cannot confift in the former, becaufe motion is a fen- 
fible quality, i. e. an idea ; but all our ideas are 
paffive, inert, including nothing of action in them : 
therefore nothing can be active, and confequently 
nothing can be a caufe, without volition. See Hylas, 
page 265, London 1734. - But, not to mention that 
a thing is here aflerted which no force of argument 
will ever make out, that a quality of body is the fame 
thing with an idea in the mind, it is obvious to ob- 
ferve, that the whole is merely an argument ab igno- 
rant ia> grounded on our inability of fliewing the 
manner by which body operates on fpirit ; an inabi- 
lity, however, which cannot take away that of 
whofe exiftence we have otherwife good reafon to be 
fatisfied. This good reafon then appears to us to be 
fimply the very fame that Dr. Reid firft pointed out, 
the conftitution of our nature (we mould call it in- 
jlincl, if fuch an outcry had not lately been raifed 
againft that word) which antecedent to, and inde- 
pendent of all reafoning about the matter, compels 
us to believe the exiftence of a number of beings 
without us both animate and inanimate, with as 
ftrong and invincible a faith as we believe the exift- 
ence of ourfelves and our own fenfations. If we are 
not to trull: this conftitution in the former cafe, no 
reafon can be given why we fhould take its word for 
the truth of our own confeioufnefs. ' It is folly,' 
faith Mr. Locke, 1 to expect demonftration in every 
• thing.' Defcartes attempted to prove his own ex- 
iftence. Berkeley could find no proof at all for the 
exiftence of matter, and but a probability (though he 
allows it to be a high probability, (fee Hylas, page 
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297, I. 1.) for that of his fellow-creatures. The 
fuc:efs of thefe inquiries may ferve to verify Mr* 
Locke's obfervation. 

When the Principles of human Knowledge were 
firft publifhed, the ingenious author fent copies of the 
work to Dr. Clarke and Mr. Whifton. What effect 
it produced upon the latter, the reader may poffibly 
be entertained with learning from his own words : 
Memoirs of Dr. Clarke, page 79 — 81. 

1 And perhaps it will not be here improper, by 
way of caution, to take notice of the pernicious 
confequence fuch metaphyseal fubtilties have fome- 
times had, even againft comrnon fenfe and comment 
experience, as in the cafes of thofe three famous 
men, Monf. Leibnitz, Mr. Locke, and Mr. Berke- 
ley. — [The firft in his pre-eftablifhed Harmony : 
the fecond in the difpute with Limborch about hu- 
man Liberty.] — And as to the third named, Mr. 
Berkeley, he publifhed, A. D. 1710, at Dublin, 
this metaphyfic notion, that /natter was not a real 
thing ; nay, that the common opinion of its reality 
was groundlefs, if not ridiculous. He was pleafed 
to fend Dr. Clarke and myfelf, each of us, a book. 
After we had both per u fed it, I went to Dr. Clarke, 
and difcourfed with him about it to this effect ; that 
I, being not a metaphyfician, was not able to an- 
fwer Mr. Berkeley's fubtiie premifes, though I did 
not at all believe his abfurd conclufon. I therefore 
defired that he, who was deep in fuch fubtilties, 
but did not appear to believe Mr. Berkeley's con- 
clufions, would anfwer him : which t&fk he de- 
clined*. I fpeak not thefe things with intention 
to reproach either Mr. Locke or Dean Berkeley. — 
I own the hitter's great abilities in other parts of 
learning ; and to his noble defign of fettling a Col- 
lege in or near the Weft-Indies, for the inftruction 
of the natives in civil arts and in the principles of 
Chriftianity, I heartily wifh all poftible fuccefs. It 
is the pretended metaphyfic fcience itfelf, derived 
from the fceptical difputes of the Greek philofo- 
phers, not thofe particular great men who have 
been unhappily impofed on by it, that I complain 
of. Accordingly when the famous Milton had a 
mind to reprefent the vain reafonings of wicked fpi- 
rits in Hades, he defcribes it by their endlefs train 
of metaphyfics, thus : 

* Others apart fat on a hill retired, ' &C, 

Par. Loft, II. 557 — 561. 

* Many years after this, at Mr. Addifon's inftance, there was a 
meeting of Drs. Clarke and Berkeley to difcufs this fpeculative 
point j and great hopes were entertained from the conference. The 
parties, however, feparated without heing able to come to any 
agreement. Dr. B. declared himielf not well fatisfied with the 
conduct of his antagonift on the occafiun, who, though he could 
not anfwer, had not candour enough to own himielf convinced. 
But the complaints of difputants againft each other, efp:cijlly on 
fubjecls of this abltrufe nature, fhould be heard with fulpicion. 

3 S Lord 


BERKELEY. 

Lofd Berkeley of Stratton [D] (to whom our author dedicated his iaft publifhrd dialogue* 
between Hylas and Pitaj, and other valuable acquaintance recommended him to 
the celebrated Earl of Peterborough, who being appointed Embaffador to the King of Sicily 
and to the other Italian States, took Mr. Berkeley with him in quality of Chaplain and 
Secretary, in November ,713. At Leghorn, his Lordfhip's well known aclivny induced 
him to difcneumber himfelf of his Chaplain and the greateft part of his retinue, whom he 
left in that town for upwards of three months, while he diicharged the bufinefs of his em- 
bafly in Sicily, as our author informs his friend Pope in the conclufion of a complimen- 
tary letter [£] addrtffed to that poet on the Rape of the Lock dated Leghorn, May 1, 
i 7 U. ^ may not be amifs to Vecord a little incident that befel Mr. Berkeley in this 
city, with the relation of which he ufed fometimes to make himfelf merry among his 
friends. Bafil Kennett, the author of the Roman Antiquities, was then Chaplain to the 
Englifli faftory at Leghorn, the only place in Italy where the Enghiji fervice is tolerated 
by the government, which favour had lately been obtained from the Grand iDuke at (^*-» 
the particular inftance of Queen Anne. This gentleman requefted Mr Berkeley to Bas1l# 
preach for him one Sunday, The day following, as Berkeley was fitting in his chamber, 
a proceffion of priefts in furplices, and with all other formalities, entered the room, and 
without taking the leaft notice of the wondering inhabitant, marched quite round it, mut- 
tering certain prayers. His fears immediately fuggefted to him, that this could be no . 
other than a vifit from the Inquifition, who had heard of his officiating before heretics 
without licence, the day before. As foon as they were gone, he ventured with much 
caution to enquire into' the caufe of this extraordinary appearance, and was happy to be 
informed, that this was the feafon appointed by the Romifti calendar for folemnly bleffing 
the houfts of all good catholics from rats and other vermin a piece of intelligence whi< h 
changed his terror into mirth. He returned to England with Lord Peterborough in Au- 
guft 1 714 [F] ; and his hopes of preferment through this channel expiring with the fall 
of Queen Anne's miniftry, he fome time after embraced an advantageous offfer made him 
by Dr. St. George Artie, Bifhop of Clogher, and late Provoft of Trinity College, Dub- 
Jin, of accompanying his fon, Mr. Afhe (who was heir to a very confiderable property), 
in a tour through Europe. At Paris, having now more leifure than when he firft pafied 
through that city, Mr. Berkeley took care to pay his refpedts to his rival in metaphyfical 
fagacity, the illuftrious Pere Malebranche. He found this ingenious father in his cell, 
cooking in a fmall pipkin a medicine for a diforder with which he was then troubled, an 
inflammation on the lungs. The converfation naturally turned on our author's fyftem, 
of which the other had received fome knowledge from a trandution juft publifhed. But 


[D] Lord Berkeley of Stratton.] Swift pre Tented 
him to this nobleman as his relation, with this hu- 
morous fpeech, that be <was good for fomething. Ob- 
fervations on Orrery's Life of Swift, page 122, 1754, 
8vo. In a letter to Stella, April 12, 1713, the 
Dean fpeaks thus : c I went to court to-day on pur- 
' pofe to prefent Mr. Berkeley, one of your Fellows 

* of Dublin College, to Lord Berkeley of Stratton. 
' That Mr. Berkeley is a very ingenious man, and a 

* great philofopher ; and I have mentioned him to 

* all the minifters, and have given them fome of his 

* writings, and I will favour him as much as I can. 

* This I think I am bound to in honour and confei- 

* ence, to ufe all my little credit towards helping 
' forward men of worth in the world.' 

[E] To Mr. Pope.] * Leghorn, May 1, 1714. 
t As I take ingratitude to be a greater crime than 

f impertinence, I chufe rather to run the rifque of 

* being thought guilty of the latter, than not to re- 

* turn you my thanks for a very agreeable entertain- 
4 ment you juft now gave me. I have accidentally 

* met with your Rape of the Lock here, having 

* never feen it before. Style, painting, judgment, 

* fpirit, I had already admired in other of your writ- 

* ings ; but in this I am charmed with the magic of 

* your invention, with all thofe images, allufions, 

* and inexplicable beauties, which you raife fo fur- 
€ prifmgly, and at the fame time fo naturally, out of 

* a trifle. And yet I cannot fay that I was more 

* pleafed with the reading of it, than I am with the 

* pretext it gives me to renew in your thoughts the 

* remembrance of one who values no happinefs be- 
' yond the friendftiip of men of wit, learning, and 
' good-nature. 

* I remember to have heard you mention fome 

* half-formed defign of coming to Italy. What 

* might we not expect from a mufe that fings fo well 
' in the bleak climate of England, if me felt the 

* fame warm ftn, and breathed the fame air with 
' Virgil and Horace ! 

1 There are here an incredible number of Poets 

* that have all the inclination, but want the genius, 
« or perhaps the art of the ancients. Some among 
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them who underftand Englifh, begin to relifh our 
authors ; and I am informed that at Florence they 
have tranflated Milton into Italian verle. If one 
who knows fo well how to write like the old Latin 
poets came among them, it would probably be a 
means to retrieve them from their cold trivial con- 
1 ceits, to an imitation of their predeceflbrs. 

* As merchants, antiquaries, men of pleafure, &c. 
: have all different views in travelling, I know not 
: whether it might not be worth a poet's while to 
: travel, in order to llore his mind with flrong images 
1 of nature. 

* Green fields and groves, flowery meadows and 
1 purling rtreams, are no where in fuch perfection as 
: in England : but if you would know light fome days, 
' warm funs, and blue fkies, you mull come to Italy ; 
' and to enable a man to defcribe rocks and preci- 
( pices, it is abfolutely necefTary that he pais the 
' Alps. 

* You will eafily perceive that it is felf-intereft 
1 makes me fo fond of giving advice to one who has 

* no need of it. If you came into thefe parts, I 

* mould fly to fee yon. I am here (by the favour of 

* my good friend the Dean of St. Patrick's) in qua- 

* lity of Chaplain to the Earl of Peterborough, who 

* about three months fince left the greateft part of his 

* family in this town. God knows how long we mall 

* Hay here. 

* lam, 

< Your, &c* 

[F] In Auguft 1714.] Towards the clofe of this 
year he had a fever, in defcribing the event of which 
to his friend Swift, Dr. Arbuthnot cannot forbear 
indulging a little of that pleafantry on Berkeley's 
fyftem, with which it has frequently fince been treated 
by fuch as could not, or would not, be at the pains 
to acquire a thorough knowledge of it. 1 October 

* 19, 17 14, poor philofopher Berkeley has now the 
' idea of healthy which was very hard to produce in 

* him ; for he had an idea of a ftrange fever on him 
c fo flrong, that it was very hard to deflroy it by in- 

* troducing a contrary one.' 

the 
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r*»; He died 
Ocloberi3,i7i5. 
Dia. hift. por- 
Utif d'Advccat. 


the iflfue of this debate proved tragical to poor Malebranche. — In the heat of difputation 
he raifed his voice fo high, and gave %ay fo freely to the natural impetuofity of a man of 
parts and a Frenchman, that he brought on himJ'elf a violent increafe of his diforder, 
which carried him off a few days after (a). In this fecond excurfion abroad Mr. Berkeley 
employed upwards of four years ; and befides all thofe places which are ulually vifited by 
travellers in what is called the grand tour, his curioOty carried him to fome that are lefs 
frequented. In particular he travelled over Apulia (from which he wrote an accurate and 
entertaining account of the tarantula to Dr. Freind), Calabria, and the whole idand of 
Sicily. I his laft country engaged his attention fo ltrongly, that he had with great in- 
duftry compiled very conliderable materials for a natural hiftory of the idand ; but, by an 
unfortunate accident, thefe, together with a journal of his tranfadtions there, were loft in 
the pafl age to Naples nor could he be prevailed upon afterwards to recoiled: and commit 
thofe curious particulars again to paper [G], What an injury the literary world has 
fuftained by this miichance, may in part be colledted from the fpecimen he has left of his 
talent for lively defcription, in his letter to Mr. Pope [H] concerning the ifland of Ina- 

rime 


[G] To recoiled his ohfervations on Sicily !\ One 
difcovery of his only in that country his friends re- 
member to have heard from him : that in the town 
by Virgil called palmofa Selinus, ^neid III. 705, he 
found the ruins of a moil magnificent temple dedi- 
cated to Pollux, to which the natives have given the 
appellation of Tempio di Pulci, corruptly for Polluci ; 
and the territory adjoining has from thence taken the 
name of Terra de li Pulci. 

[H] His Letters to Pope and Arbuthnot.] The firfl 
is in Pope's Works, Vol. VIII. p. 259, London 1757. 
The other is in the Philofophical Tran factions, No. 
354. We lhall make no apology for giving them 
both a place in this narrative. 

Naples, Ocl. 22, 1717. 

* I have long had it in my thoughts to trouble you 
with a letter, but was difcouraged for want of 
fomething that I could think worth fending fifteen 
hundred miles. Italy is fuch an exhauiled fubjeft, 
that I dare fay you would eafily forgive my faying 
nothing of it ; and the imagination of a Poet is a 
tiling fo nice and delicate, that it is no eafy matter 
to find out images capable of giving pleafure to one 
of the few, who (in any age) have come up to that 
character. I am nevertheless lately returned from 
an ifland, where I patted three or four months ; 
which were it fet out in its true colours, might, 
methinks, amufe you agreeably enough for a mi- 
nute or two. The ifland Inarime is an epitome of 
the whole earth, containing within the compafs of 
eighteen miles a wonderful variety of hills, vales, 
rugged rocks, fruitful plains, and barren moun- 
tains, all thrown together in a molt romantic con- 
fufion. The air is in the hotteft feafon conftantly 
refieftied by cool breezes from the fea. The vales 
produce excellent wheat and Indian corn, but are 
moftly covered with vineyards, intermixed with 
fruit-trees : befides the common kinds, as cherries, 
apricots, peaches, &c. they produce oranges, limes, 
almonds, pomegranates, figs, water-melons, and 
many other fruits unknown to our climates, which 
lie every where open to the paflenger. The hills 
are the greater part covered to the top with vines, 
fome with chefnut groves, and others with thickets 
of myrtle and lentifcus. The fields in the northern 
fide are divided by hedge-rows of myrtle. Several 
fountains and rivulets add to the beauty of this 
landfcape, which is likewife fet off by the variety 
of fnme bar-re n fpots, and naked rocks. But that 
which crowns the fcene is a large mountain, rifing 
out of the middle of the ifland (once a terrible vol- 
cano, by the ancients called Mons Epomeus) : its 
lower parts are adcrned with vines and other fruits ; 
the middle affords pafture to flocks of goats and 
fheep ; and the top is a fandy pointed rock, from 
which you have the fincft profpecl: in the world, 
furveying at one view, befides feveral pleafant 
iflands lying at your feet, a traft of Italy about 
three hundred miles in length, from the promon- 
tory of Antium to the cape of Palinurus : the 
greater part of which hath been fung by Homer 
and Virgil, as making a confiderable part of the 
travels and adventures of their two Heroes. The 
iflands Caprea, Prochyta, and Partjienope, toge- 
ther with Cajeta, Cumae, Monte Mifeno, the habi- 
tations of Circe, the Syrens, and the Laeftrigones, 


the bay of Naples, the promontory of Minerva, 
and the whole Campagnia felice, make but a part 
of this noble landlkip ; which would demand ail 
imagination as warm, and numbers as flowing as 
your own, to defcribe it. The inhabitants of this 
delicious ifle, as they are without riches and ho- 
nours, fo they are without the vices and follies that 
attend them ; and were they but as much ftrangers 
to revenge, as they are to avarice and ambition, 
they might in fatt anfwer the poetical notions of 
the golden age. But they have got, as an alloy to 
their happinefs, an ill habit of murdering one an- 
other on flight offences. We had an inftance of 
this the fecond night after our arrival, a youth of 
eighteen being fhot dead by our door : and yet by 
the fole fecret of minding our own buhnefs, we 
found a means of living fecurely among thefe dan- 
gerous people. Would you know how we pafs the 
time at Naples ? Our chief entertainment is the de- 
votion of our neighbours ; befides the gaiety of 
their churches (where folks go to fee what they call 
una Bella devctione, i. e. a fort of religious opera), 
they make fife-works almoft every weelc, out of de- 
votion ; the ftreets are often hung with arras, 
out of devotion ; and (what is Hill more ftrange) 
the ladies invite gentlemen to their houfes, and 
treat them with mufic and fvveetmeats, out of de- 
votion : in a word, were it not for this devotion of 
its inhabitants, Naples would have little elfe to re- 
commend it befide the air and fituation. Learning 
is in no very thriving (late here, as indeed no where 
elfe in Italy : however, among many pretenders, 
fome men of tafte are to be met with. A friend of 
mine told me not long fince, that being to vilit 
Salvini at Florence, he found him reading your 
Homer : he liked the notes extremely, and could 
find no other fault with the verfion, but that he 
thought it approached too near aparaphrafe ; which 
{hews him not to be fufRciently acquainted with 
our language. I wifli you health to go on with that 
noble work ; and when you have that, I need not 
wifli you fuccefs. You will do me the juftice to 
believe, that whatever relates to your welfare is fin- 
cerely wilhed by 

' Your, Sec. 

' April 17, 17 17, with much difficulty I reached 
the top of Mount Vefuvius, in which I faw a vaft 
aperture full of fmoke, which hindered the feeing 
its depth and figure, I heard within that horrid 
gulf certain odd founds, which fee me d to proceed 
from the belly of the mountain ; a fort of murmur- 
ing, fighing, throbbing, churning, dafhing (as it 
were) of waves, and between whiles a noife like that 
of thunder or cannon, which was conftantly attend- 
ed with a clattering like that of tiles falling from the 
tops of houfes on the ftreets. Sometimes, as the 
wind changed, the fmoke grew thinner, discover- 
ing a very ruddy flame, and the jaws of the pan or 
crater ftreaked with red and feveral ftiades of yel- 
low. After an hour's ft ay the fmoke, being moved 
by the wind, gave us fhort and partial profpetts of 
the great hollow, in the flat bottom of which I 
could difcern two furnaces almoft contiguous : that 
on the left, feeming about three yards in diameter, 
glowed with red flame, and threw up red-hot Hones 
with a hideous noife, which, as they fell back, 

cau fed 
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rime (now Ifchia, in the bay of Naples), dated Naples, Oftober 22, tytf i and in ano- 
ther from the fame city to Dr. Arbuthnot, giving an account of an eruption of Mount 
Vefuvius, which he had the good fortune to have more than one opportunity of examining 


* caufed the fore-mentioned clattering. May 8, in 

* the morning, I afcended to the top of Vefuvius a 

* fecond time, and found a different face of things. 

* The fmoke afcending upright gave a full profpecl: 
f of the crater, which, as I could judge, is about a 
; mile in circumference, and an hundred yards deep. 

■ A conical mount had been formed fince my laft 

* vifit, in the middle of the bottom : this mount, I 

■ could fee, was made of the ftones thrown up and 

* fallen back again into the crater. In this new hill 
' remained the two mounts or furnaces already men- 
4 tioned : that on our left was in the vertex of the hill 
' which it had formed round it, and raged more 

* violently than before, throwing up every three or 

* four minutes with a dreadful bellowing a vaft num- 

* ber of red-hot ftones, fometimes in appearance a- 

* bove a thoufand, and at leail 3000 feet higher than 

* my head as I Hood upon the brink : but there being 
4 little or no wind, they fell back perpendicularly 

* into the crater, increasing the conical hill. The 

* other mouth to the right was lower in the fide of 
1 the fame new formed hill : I could difcern it to be 
? filled with red-hot liquid matter, like that in the 

* furnace of a glafs-houfe, which raged and wrought 

* as the waves of the fea, caufing a fhort abrupt noife 

* like what may be imagined to proceed from a fea of 

* quickfilver darning among uneven rocks. This 

* fluff would fometimes fpew over and run down the 

* convex fide of the conical hill ; and appearing at 

* firft red-hot it changed colour, and hardened as it 
4 cooled, mewing the firft rudiments of an eruption, 
' or if I may foTay, an eruption in miniature. Had 

* the wind driven in our faces, we had been in no 

* fmall danger of ftifling by the fulphureous fmoke, 

* or being knocked on the head by lumps of molten 

* minerals, which we faw had fometimes fallen on the 
c brink of the crater, upon thofe fhots from the gulf 

* at bottom. But as the wind was favourable, I 

* had an opportunity to furvey this odd fcene for 

* above an hour and a half together ; during which it 

* was very obfervable, that all the volleys of fmoke, 

* flame, and burning ftones, came only out of the 

* hole to our left, while the liquid ftufF in the other 

* mouth wrought and overflowed, as hath been al- 

* ready defcribed. June 5, after an horrid noife, 

* the mountain was feen at Naples to fpew a little 

* out of the crater. The fame continued the 6th. 

* The 7th, nothing was obferved till within two 

* hours of night, when it began a hideous bellowing, 

* which continued all that night and the next day rill 

* noon, caufing the windows, and, as fome affirm, 
' the very houfes in Naples to (hake. From that time 

* it fpewed vaft quantities of molten fluff to the fouth, 

* which ftreamed down the fide of the mountain like 

* a great pot boiling over. This evening I returned 
f from a voyage through Apulia, and was furprized, 

* palling by the north fide of the mountain, to fee a 
4 great quantity of ruddy fmoke lie along a huge 

* tract of fky over the river of molten fturf, which 

* was itfelf out of fight. The 9th, Vefuvius raged 

* lefs violently : that night we faw from Naples a co- 

* lumn of fire fhoot between whiles out of its fummit. 

* The 10th, when we thought all would have been 

* over, the mountain grew very outrageous again, 

* roaring and groaning moft dreadfully. You cannot 

* form a jufter idea of this noife in the moft violent 
f fits of it, than by imagining a mixed found made 

* up of the raging of a tempeft, the murmur of a 
4 troubled fea, and the roaring of thunder and artil- 

* lery, confufed all together. It was very terrible as 

* we heard it in the further end of Naples, at the dif- 

* tance of above twelve miles ; this moved my curio- 
4 fity to approach the mountain. Three or four of us 

* got into a boat, and were fet afhore at Torre del 
4 Greco , a town fituate at the foot of Vefuvius to the 
4 fouth- weft, whence we rode four or five miles be- 
4 fore we came to the burning river, which was 

* about midnight. The roaring of the volcano grew 

* exceeding loud a*nd horrible as we approached. I 

* obferved a mixture of colours in the cloud over the 

* crater, green, yellow, red, and blue; there was 
4 likewife a ruddy difmal light in the air over that 

* tract of land where the burning river flowed ; aihes 


continually fhowered on us all the way from the 
fea-coaft : all which circumftances, fet off and aug- 
mented by the horror and filence of the night, made 
a fcenc the moft uncommon and aftonilhing I ever 
faw, which grew ftill more extraordinary as we 
came nearer the ftream. Imagine a vaft torrent of 
liquid fire rolling from the top down the fide of the 
mountain, and with irrefiftable fury bearing down 
and confuming vines, olives, fig-trees, houfes ; in 
a word, every thing that flood in its way. This 
mighty flood divided into different channels, accord- 
ing to the inequalities of the mountain : the largeft 
ftream feemed half a mile broad at leaft, and five 
miles long. The nature and confiftence of thefe 
burning torrents hath been defcribed with fo much 
exaclnefs and truth by Borellus in his Latin treatife 
of Mount J&lna, that I need fay nothing of it. I 
walked fo far before my companions up the moun- 
tain, along the fide of the river of fire, that I was 
obliged to retire in great hafte, the fulphureous 
fteam having furprized me, and almoft taken away 
my breath. During our return, which was about 
three o'clock in the morning, we conftantly heard 
the murmur and groaning of the mountain, which 
between whiles would burft out into louder peals, 
throwing up huge fpouts of fire and burning ftones, 
which falling down again, refembled the ftars in 
our rockets. Sometimes I obferved two, at others 
three diftincl columns of flames ; and fometimes one 
vaft one that feemed to fill the whole crater. Thefe 
burning columns and the fiery ftones feemed to be 
Ihot 1000 feet perpendicular above the fummit of 
the volcano. The nth at night, I obferved it, 
from a terrafs in Naples, to throw up inceflantly a 
vaft body of fire, and great ftones to a furprizing 
height. The 12th in the morning it darkened the 
fun with afhes and fmoke, caufing a fort of eclipfe. 
Horrid bellowings, this and the foregoing day, 
were heard at Naples, whither part of the afhes alio 
reached : at night I obferved it throwing up flame, 
as on the nth. On the 13th, the wind changing, 
we faw a pillar of black fmoke fhot upright to a 
prodigious height : at night I obferved the mount 
call up fire as before, though not fo diftindlly be- 
caufe of the fmoke. The 14th, a thick black 
cloud hid the mountain from Naples. - The 1 5th in 
the morning, the court and walls of our houfe in 
Naples were covered with afhes. The 16th, the 
fmoke was driven by a wefterly wind from the town 
to the oppofite fide of the mountain. The 17th, 
the fmoke appeared much diminifhed, fat and grea- 
fy. The 18th, the whole appearance ended; the 
mountain remaining perfectly quiet without any 
vifible fmoke or flame. A gentleman of my ac- 
quaintance, whofe window looked towards Vefu- 
vius, allured me that he obferved feveral flafhes, as 
it were of lightening, iflbe out of the mouth of the 
volcano. Ic is not worth while to trouble you with 
the conjectures * I have formed concerning the caufe 
of thefe phenomena, from what I obferved in the 
Lacus Am/anaiy the Solfatara, &c. as well as in 
Mount Vefuvius. One thing I may venture to fay, 
that I faw the fluid matter rife out of the centre of 
the bottom of the crater, out of the very middle of 
the mountain, contrary to what Borellus imagines, 
whofe method of explaining the eruption of a vol- 
cano by an inflexed fyphon and the rtiles of hydro- 
ftatics, is likewife inconfiftent with the torrent's 
flowing down from the very vertex of the mountain. 
I have not feen the crater fince the eruption, but 
defign to vifit it again before I leave Naples. I 
doubt there is nothing in this worth fhewing the 
Society, as to that, you will ufe your difcretion. 

1 E. (it mould be G.) BERKELEY/ 

• Thefe conjectures do not appear in any of his writings; but 
he has often communicated them, in convention, to his friends. 
He obferved, that all the remarkable volcanos in the world were 
near the Tea. It was his opinion therefore, that a vamum being 
made in the bowels of the earth by a vaft body of inflammable mat- 
ter talcing fire, the water ru/hed in, and was converted into fteam a 
which fimple caufe was fufficient to produce all the wonderful et. 
rects of volcanos j as appears from Savery's fire-engine for raifine 
water, and from the JEolipilc. 
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very minutely. On his way homeward, he drew up at Lyons a curious tratft De motu [/], 
which he fent to the royal academy gf fciences at Paris, the fubjeft being propofed by 
that aflembly, and committed it to the prefs fhortly after his arrival in London in 1721. 
But from thefe abftrufe fpeculations he was drawn away for a while by the humanity of 
his temper and concern for the public welfare. It is well known what miferies the nation 
was plunged into by the fatal South Sea fcheme in 1720. Mr. Berkeley felt for his 
country and Britifh neighbours groaning under thefe calamitous diftrelTes, and in that 
fpirit employed his talents in writing An Effay towards preventing the Ruin of Great Britain, 
printed at London, in 172 1. His travels had now fo far improved his natural politenefs* 
and added fuch charms to his converfation, that he found a ready admiflion into the beft 
company in London. Among the reft, Mr. Pope introduced him to Lord Burlington, 
Who conceived a high efteem for him on account of his great tafte and flcill in architect 
ture, an art of which his Lordfhip was an excellent judge and patron, and which Mr. 
Berkeley had made his particular ftudy while in Italy. By this nobleman he was recom- 
mended to the Duke of Grafton, Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, who took him over to 
Ireland as one of his chaplains in 1721, after he had been abfent from his native country 
more than fix years. He had been elected a fenior fellow of his college in July 1 7 1 7, and 
now took the degrees of bachelor and doftor in divinity, November 14, 172 1. The 
year following, his fortune received a confiderable increafe from a very unexpected event. 
On his firft going to London in the year 1713, Dean Swift introduced him to the family 
of Mrs. Either Vanhomrigh (the celebrated Vaneffa J, and took him often to dine at her 
houfe. Some years before her death, this lady removed to Ireland, and fixed her refi- 
dence at Cell bridge, a pleafant village in the neighbourhood of Dublin, moft probably 
with a view of often enjoying the company of a man, for whom fhe feems to have enter- 
tained a very lingular attachment. But finding herfelf totally difappointed in this expec- 
tation, and discovering the Dean's connection with Stella, (he was fo enraged at his 
infidelity, that fhe altered her intention of making him her heir, and left the whole of her 
fortune, amounting to near 8000 1. to be divided equally between two gentlemen whom 
lhe named her executors, Mr. Marfhal, a lawyer, afterwards one of the judges of the 
Court of Common Pleas in Ireland, and Dr. Berkeley, S. F. T. C. D. The Dodtor re- 
ceived the news of this bequeft from Mr. Marfhal with great furprize, as he had never 
once feen the lady who had honoured him with fuch a proof of her efteem, from the 
time of his return to Ireland to her death. In the difcharge, however, of his truft as ex- 
ecutor, he had an opportunity of (hewing he by no means adopted the fentiments of his 
benefa£trefs with regard to Swift. Several letters, that had pafied between Cadenus and 
Vanefia, falling into his hands, he committed them immediately to the flames; not be- 
caufe there was any thing criminal in them % for he frequently allured Dr. Delany (£), and 
others of the contrary ; but he obferved a warmth in the lady's ftyle, which delicacy re- 
quired him to conceal from the public. Dr. Berkeley, it feems, was not apprized of a 
ftrong proof this exaiperated female had juft given, how little regard lhe herfelf retained 
for the virtue of delicacy. On her death bed, fhe delivered to Mr. Marfhal a copy, in 
her own hand-writing, of the entire correfpondence between herfelf and the Dean, with a 
ftrift injunction to publifh it immediately after her deceafe. What prevented the execu* 
tion of this requeft, cannot now be affirmed with certainty : pofiibly the executor did not 
care to draw on himfelf the lafh of that pen, from which a particular friend of his {c) had 
lately finarted fo feverely. Some years after the Dean's death, Mr. Marfhal had ferious 
thoughts of fulfilling the intention of Vanefia. With this view, he fhewed the letters to 
leveral perfons of his acquaintance, without any injunction of fecrecy : which may ac- 
count for the extracts of them that have lately got into print. The affair however was 
protracted, till the death of Judge Marfhal put a flop to it entirely. The letters are ftill 
in being: and whenever curiofity or avarice lhall draw them into public light, it is pro- 
bable they will be found after all to be as trifling and as innocent as thofe which our author 
faw and luppreiTed. May 18, 1724, Dr. Berkeley refigned his fellowfhip, being pro- 
moted by his patron the Duke of Grafton to the deanery of Derry, worth 1 100/. per an- 
num. In the interval between this removal and his return from abroad, his mind had 
been employed in conceiving that benevolent projedt, which alone entitles him to as 
much honour as all his learned labours have procured him, the Scheme for converting the 
favage Americans [K] to Chrijlianity, by a College to be erefted in the Summer ijlands, otherwife 
called the ijles of Bermuda, He publifhed a propofal for this purpofe, at London, in 1 725, and 

offered 


Hi 


^;SeeDeiany-S 
Observations ort 
Orreiy's Re- 
marks, 


(c) Mr. 
tefworth. 


Bet* 


[7] A Tracl De Moiu.] The principal portions in 
this ireatife are, 1 . That neither the beginning nor 
the communication of motion can juftly be afcribed to 
body, which is wholly incapable of action, but mull 
be referred to fpirit only, and ultimately to the fu- 
preme Spirit, the fountain of all things. 2, That 
pure fpace is a mere figment of philofophers ; fpace 
not bting abfolute> but relative to the bodies com- 
prehended in it ; fo that if thefe were annihilated, 
fpace would perifh along with them, like all other re- 
lations, which cannot be conceived to exift without 
their correlatives. 

Vol. II. 


[AT] A propofal for converting the favage Ameri* 
cans.] With this propofal he carried a letter of re- 
commendation from Dean Swift to Lord Carteret, 
Lieutenant of Ireland, which deferves a place here, 
both becaufe it contains a number of particulars of 
our author's life, and is befides a proof, as well of 
the friendly temper of the writer, as of his politenefs 
and addrefs : 

' September 3, 1724. — There is a gentleman of 

* this kingdom juft gone for England ; it is Dodlar 
€ George Berkeley, Dean of Derry, the beft prefer- 

* ment among us, being worth about 1 100 L a year. 

3 T - He 
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offered to rcfign his own opulent preferment, and to dedicate the remainder of his life to 
the inftrufting the youth in America, on the moderate fubfiftence of 100 /. yearly. Such 
was the force°of this difinterelted example, fupported by the eloquence of an enthufiaft 
for the good of mankind, that three junior fellows of Trinity College, Dublin, the Reve- 
rend William Thomfon, Jonathan Rogers, and James King, Matters of Arts, confented 
to take their fortunes with the author of the projeft, and to exchange for a fettlement in 
the Atlantic ocean at 40/. per annum, all their profpefts at home 5 and that too at a time, 
when a fellowfhip of Dublin College was fuppofed to place the poffefTor in a very fair point 
of view for attracting the notice of his Superiors both in the church and ftate. Dr. Berke- 
ley, however, was not fo ill acquainted with the world, as to reft the fuccefs of his appli- 
cation to the miniftry entirely on the hope his fcheme afforded of promoting national 
honour and the caufe of Chriftianity : his arguments were drawn from the more alluring 
topic ofprefent advantage to the government. Having with much induftry acquired an 
accurate knowledge of the value of certain lands [L] in the ifland of St. Chriltopher's, 
yielded by France to Great Britain at the treaty of Utrecht, which were then to be fold 
lor the public ufe, he undertook to raife from them a much greater fum than was expect- 
ed, and propofed that a part of the purchafe-money fhould be applied to the erefting of 
his college. He found means, by the afliftance of a Venetian of diftinftion, the- Abbe 
Gualtieri (or Altieri) with whom he had formed an acquaintance in Italy, to carry this 
propofal dire&ly to King George I. [M] who laid his commands on Sir Robert Walpole 
to introduce and conduit it through the Houfe of Commons. His Majefty was farther 
pleafed to grant a charter for erecting a college by the name of St. Paul's College in Ber- 
muda, to con fill of a prefident and nine fellows, who were obliged to maintain and edu- 
cate Indian fcholars at the rate of 10 1, per annum for each. The firlt prefident, Dr. 
George Berkeley, and firft three fellows named in the charter (being the gentlemen above 
mentioned) were licenfed to hold their preferments in thefe kingdoms till the expiration 
of one year and a half after their arrival in Bermuda. The Commons, May 11, 1726, 
voted, ' That an humble addrefs be prefented to his Majefty, that out of the lands in 
c St. Chriftopher's, yielded by France to Great Britain by the treaty of Utrecht, his Ma- 
4 jefty would be gracioufly pleafed to make fuch grant for the ufe of the prefident and 
c fellows of the college of St, Paul, in Bermuda, as his Majefty (hall think proper/ 
The fum of io>oco /. was accordingly promifed by the minifter, and feveral private fub- 
fcriptions v/ere immediately raifed for promoting ! fo pious an undertaking/ as it is ftyled 
^commons in the King's anfwer (d) to this addrefs. Such a profpeft of fuccefs in the favourite ob- 
\TJijl6? zy jecfl of his heart drew from our author a beautiful copy of verfes [AT], in which another 
age perhaps will acknowledge the old conjunction of the prophetic character with that of 

the 
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c He takes the Bath in his way to London, and will 

* of courfe attend your Excellency, and be prefented 

* I fuppofe by his friend my Lord Burlington : and, 

* becaufc I believe you will chufe out fome very idle 

* minutes to read this letter, perhaps you may not be 

* ill entertained with fome account of the man and 

* his errand. He was a Fellow in the Univerfity 
c here ; and going to England very young, about 
c thirteen years ago? he became the founder of a feet 
c there called the Immaterialifts, by the force of a very 

* curious book on that fubject: Dr. Smalridge and 
f. many other eminent perfons were his profelytes. I 

* fent him Secretary and Chaplain to Sicily with my 

* Lord Peterborough ; and upon his Lordfhip's re- 

* turn, Dr. Berkeley fpent above feven years in tra- 

* veiling over molt parts of Europe, but chiefly 
e through every corner of Italy, Sicily, and other 

* iflands. When he came back to England, he found 

* fo many friends, that he was effectually recom- 
' mended to the Duke of Grafton, by whom he was 
' lately made Dean of Deny. Your Excellency will 
' be frighted when I tell you all this is but an intro- 
f duction ; for I am now to mention his errand. He 

* is an abfolute philofopher with regard to money, 

* titles, and power ; and for three years paft hath 

* been ftruck with a notion of founding an Univerfity 
f at Bermuda, by a charter from the crown. He 

* hath feduced feveral of the hopefulleft young Cler- 

* gymen and others here, many of them well provided 

* for, and all of them in the faireft way of prefer- 
' ment: but in England his conquefts are greater, 

* and I doubt will Spread very far this winter. He 

* fhewed me a little tract which he dcfigns topublifh, 

* and there your Excellency will fee his whole fcheme 
tf of a life acad#mico-philofophical (I fiiall make you 

* remember what you were) of a college founded for 

* Indian fcholars and miffionaries, where he moll ex- 

* orbitantly propofcth a whole hundred pounds a year 

* for himfelf, forty pounds for a fellow, and ten for 
r a ftudent. His heart will break, if his Deanery be 

* not taken from him, and left to your Excellency's 

* difpofal. I difcouraged him by the coldnefs of 
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* courts and mlnifters, who will interpret all this as 

* impoffible, and a vifion ; but nothing will do. 
e And therefore I do humbly entreat your Excellency 
c either to ufe fuch perfualions as will keep one of the 

* firft men in this kingdom for learning and virtue 
s quiet at home, or aflilt him by your credit to com- 

* pafs his romantic defign, which however is very 
f noble and generous, and directly proper for a great 

* perfon of your excellent education to encourage.' 
[L] Certain Lands in St. Cbriflopber's.'] ' The 

* ifland of St. Chriftopher's/ faith Anderfon, Hiftory 
of Commerce, Vol. II. 1 having been fettled on the 
€ very fame day and year by both England and 
' France, A. D. 1625, was divided equally between 

* the two nations. The E-nglilh were twice driven 
' out from thence by the French, and as often re- 

* pofleffed themfelves of it. But at length, in the 
€ year 1702, General Codrington, Governor of the 

* Leeward Iflands, upon advice received that war was 
' declared by England againft France, attacked the 
\ French part of the ifland, and maftered it with very 
1 little trouble. Ever fince which time, that fine 
' ifland has been folely poAefled by Great Britain, 
' having been formally conceded to us by the treaty 
! of Utrecht.' The lands, therefore, which had be- 
longed to the French planters, by this ceflion became 
the property of his Britannic Majefty. The firft pro- 
pofals for purchafing thefe lands were made to the 
Lords of Trade in 1717 : fee Journal of the Britiih 
Commons. After which, the affair feems to have 
been forgotten, till it was mentioned by Berkeley 10 
Sir Robert Walpole in 1726, 

[M] To King George I.] It was the cullom of this 
prince to unbend his mind in the evening by collect- 
ing together a company of philofophical foreigners, 
who difcourfed in an eafy and familiar manner with 
each other, entirely mi reft rained by the pre fence of 
his Majefty, who generally walked about, or fat in a 
retired part of the chamber. One of this felcct com- 
pany was Altieri ; and this gave him an opportunity 
of laying his friend's propofal before thr King. 

[N] J copy of verfes. ] They run thus : 

The 
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(f)lbul The 
General paid 
Dean B. the 
compliment of 
alking his con- 
tent to his appli- 
cation of the 
money, before 
he moved for it 
in Parliament. 


the poet to have again taken place. In the mean time, the Dean entered into a marriage* 
Anguft i, 1728, with Anne, the eldeft daughter of the Right Honourable John Ferfter, 
Efq; fpeakcr of the Irifh Hdufe oUCommons. This engagement however v/as fo far 
from being any obftrudion to his grand undertaking, that he actually let fail in the exe- 
cution of it for Rhode Ifland about the middle of September following. He carried 
with him his lady, a Mifs llandcock, two gentlemen of fortune, Melfrs. James and Dal- 
ton, a pretty large fum of money of his own property, and a colle&ion of books for thfc 
ufe of his intended library [0]. He dire&ed his courfe to Rhode Ifland, which lay 
neareft to Bermuda, with a view of purchafing lands on the adjoining continent as eflates 
for the fupporr of his college ; having a pofitive promife from thole in power, that the 
parliamentary grant fhould be paid him as foon as ever fuch lands fhould be pitched upon 
and agreed for. The Dean took up his refidence at Newport in Rhode Ifland, where his 
prefence was a great relief to a clergyman of the church of England eftablifhed in thofe 
parts, as he preached every Sunday, and was indefatigable in paftoral labours during the 
whole time of his ftay there, which was near two years. When eflates had been agreed 
for, it was fully expe&ed that the public money would, according to grant, be immedi- 
ately paid as the purchafe of them. But the minifter had never heartily embraced the pro- 
ject, and parliamentary influence had by this time interpofed, in order to divert the grant 
into another channel. The fale of the lands in St. Chriftopher's, it was found, would 
produce 90,000/. Of this fum 80,000/. (<?) was deftined to pay the marriage portion of ^ r ^° rTim ^ n ; 
the Princels Royal, on her nuptials with the Prince of Orange: the remainder General 10, 1733. 
Oglethorpe (f) had intereft enough in Parliament to obtain for the purpole of carrying 
over and fettling foreign and other Proceftants in his new colony of Georgia in America. 
The projett indeed of the truftees for eftablifhing this colony appears to have been equally 
humane and difinterefted : but it is much to be lamented, that it fhould interfere with 
another of more extenfive and lafbng utility; which, if it had taken efFecft by the educa- 
tion of the youth of New England and other colonies, we may venture with great appear- 
ance of reafon to affirm, would have planted fuch principles of religion and loyalty 
among them, as might have gone a good way towards preventing the prefent unhappy 
troubles in that part of the world. But to proceed : After having received various ex- 
cufes, Bifhop Gibfon, at that time Bifhop of London (in whofe djoeefe all the Weft 
Indies are included) applying to Sir Robert Walpole, then at the head of the treafury, 
was favoured at length with the following very honeft anfwer : 6 If you put this queftion 
c to me/ fays Sir Robert, * as a Minifter, I muft and can afiure you, that the money 
1 fliall moft undoubtedly be paid as foon as fuits with public convenience : but if you afk 

* me as a friend, whether Dean Berkeley fhould continue in America, expecting the pay- 
c ment of 10,000 /. I ad vile him by all means to return home to Europe, and to give up 

* his prefent expectations. ' The Dean being informed of this conference by his good 
friend the Bifhop, and thereby fully convinced that the bad policy of one great man had 
rendered abortive a fcheme, whereon he had expended much of his private fortune, and 
more than feven years of the prime of his life, returned to Europe. Before he left Rhode 
Ifland, he diftributed what books he had brought with him among the clergy of that pro- 
vince; and immediately after his arrival in London, he returned all the private fubferip- 
tions that had been advanced for the fupport of his undertaking. In February 1732, he 
preached before the Society for the Propagation of the Gofpel in Foreign Parts, a fer- 
mon, fince printed at their defire wherein, from his own knowledge of the ftate of 
religion in America, he offers many ufeful hints towards promoting the noble purpofes 
for which that fociety was founded. The fame year, he gave a more confpicuous proof 
that he had not mifpent the time he had been confined on the other fide of the Atlantic, 
by producing to the world The Minute Pbilofopher y a mafterly performance, wherein he 
purfues the Free-thinker through the various characters of atheift, libertine, enthufiaft, 
fcorner, critic, metaphyfician, fatalift, and fceptic ; and very happily employs againft 
him feveral new [P] weapons, drawn from the ftore-houfe of his own ingenious fyftem of 

philofophy. 


The mufe, difgufted at an age and clime 

Barren of every glorious theme, 
In diltant lands now waits a better time 

Producing fubjects worthy fame : 
In happy climes, where from the genial fun 

And virgin earth fuch fcenes enfue, 
The force of art by nature feems outdone, 

And fancied beauties by the true : 
In happy climes, the feat of innocence, 

Where nature guides, and virtue rules ; 
Where men fliall not impofe for truth and fenfe 

The pedantry of courts and fchools. 
There mail be fung another golden age, 

The rife of empire and of arts, 
The good and great infpiring epic rage, 

The wife ft heads and nobleft hearts. 
Not fuch as Europe breeds in her decay ; 

Such as fhe bred when frefti and young, 
When heavenly flame did animate her clay, 

By future poets fliall be fung. 


Weftward the courfe of empire takes its way : 

The four firft acts already part, 
A fifth lhall clofe the drama with the day : 

Time's nobleft offspring is the laft. 

[0] His intended library.] Dr. Berkeley has left a 
monument of his fkill in architecture in fome very 
elegant defigns of this and other parts of his new col- 
lege, drawn by himfelf, which were formerly in the 
pofleflion of the Rev. Dr. Raymond, Vicar of Trim , 
and are now the property of his grand-daughter, Mrs. 
Ewing, widow of Mr. Thomas Ewing, an ingenious 
and fpirited Bookfeller of Dublin, lately deceafed, 
whofe death has deprived the public of what has long 
been much wanted, a complete edition of Bifhop 
Berkeley's works in 4/0. 

Several new arguments from his own fyftem.} 
The moft remarkable of thefe is a proof of the exift- 
ence of God, from the principles eftablifhed in the 
New Theory of Vifion. It is an argument ad homi- 
nem, in anfwer to a fomewhat unreafonable demand 

of 
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philofophy. It is written in a feries of dialogues on the model of Plato, a philofophef 
whom he ftudied particularly, and whofe manner he is thought to have copied with more 
fuccefs than any other that ever attempted to imitate him. We have already related by 
what means, and upon what occafion, Dr. Berkeley had firft the honour of being known 
to Queen Caroline. This Princefs delighted much in attending to philofophicaUonver- 
fations between learned and ingenious men; for which purpofe Ihe had, when Princefs of 
Wales, appointed a particular day in the week, when the molt eminent for literary abili- 
ties at that time in England were invited to attend her Royal Highnefs in the evening: a 
praaice which ftie continued after her acceffion to the throne. Of this company were 
Do&ors Clarke, Hoadly, Berkeley, and Sherlock. Clarke and Berkeley were generally 
confidered as principals in the debates that arofe upon thofe occafions ; and Hoadly ad- 
hered to the former, as Sherlock did to the latter. Hoadly was no friend to our author: 
he affefted to confider his philofophy and his Bermuda project as the reveries of a 
vifionary. Sherlock (who was afterwards Bifliop of London) on the other hand warmly 
efpoufed his caufe ; and particularly, when the Minute Philofopher came out, he carried 
a copy of it to the Queen, and left it to her Majefty to determine, whether fuch a work 
could be the production of a difordered underftanding. After Dean Berkeley's return 
from Rhode lfland, the Queen often commanded his attendance to difcourfe with him on 
what he had obferved worthy of notice in America. His agreeable and inftructive con- 
vention engaged that difcerning Princefs fo much in his favour, that the rich deanery of 
Down in Ireland falling vacant, he was at her defire named to it, and the King's letter 
aftually came over for his appointment. But his friend Lord Burlington having ncglefted 
to notify the royal intentions in proper time to the Duke of Dorfct, then Lord Lieutenant 
of Ireland, his excellency was fo offended at this difpolal of the richeft deanery in Ireland, 
without his concurrence, that it was thought proper not to prefs the matter any farther. 
Her Majefty upon this declared, that fince they would not fuffer Dr. Berkeley to be a Dean 
in Ireland, he ftiould be a BiJIoop : and accordingly, in 1733, the Bifhopric of Cloyne be- 
coming vacant, he was by Letters Patent, dated March 17, promoted to that See, and 
was confecrated at St. Paul's church in Dublin, on the 19th of May following, by Theo- 
philus Archbilhop of Cafhel, aflifted by the Bifhops of Raphoe and Killaloe. His Lord- 
(hip repaired immediately to his manfe-houfe at Cloyne, where he conftantly refided 
(except one winter that he attended the bufinefs of Parliament in Dublin) and applied 
himfelf with vigour to the faithful difcharge of all epifcopal duties. He revived in his 
diocefe the ufeful office of Rural Dean, which had gone into difufe ; vifited frequently 
parochially ; and confirmed in feveral parts of his See. He continued his ftudies how- 
ever with unabated attention, and about this time engaged in a controverfy with the ma- 
thematicians of Great Britain and Ireland, which made a good deal of noife in the literary 
world. The occafion was this : Mr. Addifon had given the Bifhop an account of their 
common friend Dr. Garth's behaviour in his laft illnefs, which was equally unpleafing to 
both thofe excellent advocates for revealed religion. For when Mr. Addifon went to fee 
the Do&or, and began to difcourfe with him ferioufly about preparing for his approaching 
diflblution, the other made anfwer, 4 Surely, Addifon, I have good reafcn not to believe 

* thofe trifles, fince my friend Dr. Halley, who has dealt fo much in demonftration, has 

* adored me, that the doctrines of Chriftianity are incomprehenfible, and the reliction 
4 itfelf an impofture.* The Bifhop therefore took arms againft this redoubtable dealer in 


of a minute philofopher, who infifts upon having the 
fame evidence for the Being of a God, that he has 
for that of his fellow-mortals, to wit, the ufe of 
fpeeeh. It is the arbitrary ufe, faith the objector, 
of fenfible figns, which have r.o fimilitude or necef- 
fary connection with the things fignified by them, 
.and which yet fugged to my mind an endlefs variety 
of things ferving to inform me, and dirett my con- 
duct both prefent and future; it is this principally 
that convinces me of the exigence of another intelli- 
gent, thinking perfon, fpeaking to me : (hew me 
that God fpeaks to man in the fame manner by the 
intervention of arbitrary figns, no matter by which 
fenfe they enter into the mind, whether by the ear or 
the eye, provided they have no neeefTary connection 
with the things they fuggeft— fueh a proof as this only 
will content me. Such a proof as this you actually 
have, replies his opponent, in the connection you 
find between the objects of your fight and touch, 
which is perfectly arbitrary, and as much learned 
from experience as the fignification of words is. A 
man born blind would not, at firft receiving his fight, 
be able from the vifible appearance or figure of an 
object to form any judgment of its tangible diftance 
or figure, no moreihan a Chinefe upon firft. hearing 
the words man and tree, would think of the things 
fignified by them : in both cafes there mud be time 
and experience to acquire a habit of knowing the con- 
nection between the fign and the thing fignified, that 


is, of underftanding the language whether of the eyes 
or ears. If the connection appears neceftary between 
the objects of fight and touch, and not fo between 
words and things, the reafon is, becaufe verbal lan- 
guages are particular; that of virion is universal, 
learned from infancy, and practifed through life: 
whence men are more apt to confound the fign with 
the thing fignified in one kind of language than in 
the other. If the ufe then of fenfible, arbitrary 
figns, having no neceflary coherence with the things 
fuggefted by them, is allowed to be a proof of the 
being and intelligence of him who employs them, 
you have as much reafon to think the univerlal agent, 
or God, fpeaks to your eyes, as you can have for 
thinking any particular perfon fpeaks to your ears.— 
The compliment Cicero pays to an argument of Pla- 
to's in favour of the foul's immortality may with more 
propriety perhaps be applied to this new and fubtle 
proof of the being of a God : Licet concurrant plebeii 
omnes philofophi,^ (fic enim it qui a Plat one, & Socrate, 
Cif ab edfamilid diffident, appellandi <vide?itur ) non mo- 
do nihil unquatn tarn eleganter explicabunt, fed ne hoc 
quidem ip/um quam fubtiliter conclu/um Jit, intelligent : 
Tufc. Difp. I. 23. « Though all the vulgar philo- 

* fophers in the world were to join their powers toge- 
' ther, fo far from being able to imitate the elegance 

* of this reafoning, they will never have fenfe enough 

* to comprehend the ingenuity of it/ 

demonftr3tion, 
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demonftration, and addrcffed The Analyfi [<j>T] to him, with a view of {hewing, that myf- 
teries in faith were unjuftly objected to by mathematicians, who admitted much greater 
myfteries, and even falfehoods in fcienft, of which he endeavoured to prove that the doc- 
trine of fluxions furniflicd an eminent example. Such an attack upon what had hitherto 
been looked upon as impregnable produced a number of warm anfwers, to which the 
Bifhop replied once or twice. From this controverfy he turned his thoughts to fubje&s 
of more apparent utility and his Queries propofed for the good of Ireland, firft: printed 
in 1735, his Difcourfe addrejfed to Magistrates \R]-> which came out the year following, 
and his Maxims concerning Patriotifm, publifhed in 1750, are equally monuments of his 
knowledge of mankind, and of his zeal for the fervice of true religion and his country. 
In 1745, during the Scots rebellion, his Lordftup addrefled a letter to the Roman Catholics 
of his diocefe-, and in 1749, another to the clergy of that perfuafion in Ireland, under 
the title of A Word to the Wife y written with fo much candour and moderation, as well as 
good fenfe, that thofe gentlemen, highly to their own honour, in the Dublin Journal of 
November 18, 1749, thought fit to return c their fincere and hearty thanks to the wor- 
c thy author \ alluring him, that they are determined to comply with every particular 
c recommended in his addrefs, to the utmoft of their power/ They add, that 6 in every 
4 page it contains a proof of the author's extenfive charity; his views are only towards 
* the public good \ the means he prefcribeth are eafily complied with; and his manner 
4 of treating perfons in their circumftances fo very fingular, that they plainly fliew the 
4 good man, the polite gentleman, and the true patriot.' A charafter this, which was 
fo entirely his Lordfliip's due, that in the year 1745 that excellent judge of merit, and real 
friend to Ireland, the late Lord Chefterfield, as foon as he was advanced to the govern- 
ment, of his own motion wrote to inform him, that the See of Clogher,, then vacant, the 
value of which was double that of Cloyne, was at his fervice. This offer our Bifhop, 
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[4»J The analyft.] The Biftiop's chief objeaions 
to the doctrine of fluxions may be ccmprifed under 
thefe two heads : 

I. That the object (viz. fluxions) was inconceivable. 

II. That the arguments, brought to prove the truth 
of the fundamental propofition, were fallacious and 
inconclusive. 

L It had been faid, that fluxions are the velocities 
with which quantities vary or are generated ; and that 
they are as the momenta, or in the firft proportion of 
the nafccnt increments. He objects, that he cannot 
form any clear idea of thefe momenta or nafcent in- 
crements, and ftill lefs fo of the abftracted velocities 
of fuch nafcent, imperfect entities : and elfcwhere he 
infills upon the impoflibility of conceiving velocity 
without motion, or motion without time and fpace. 

Again ; a fecond fluxion being called a fluxion of 
a fluxion, he calls it the velocity of a velocity, the 
incipient celerity of an incipient celerity, a nafcent 
augment of a nafcent augment ; and as fuch, he pro- 
nounces the clear conception of it to be impoflible. 
Now if a fecond fluxion be inconceivable, what are 
we to think of third, fourth, fifth fluxions, a.hd fo 
onward without end ? 

II. A principal propofition in the doctrine of flux- 
ions is the rule for finding the momentum or fluxion 
of a product or power. Of^this rule he found two 
demonftrations in Newton's works : The ftrlt is in 
the 2d lemma of the fecond book of the Principles ; 
concerning which he obferves, that fuch reafoning as 
this for demonftration, nothing but the obfcurity of 
the fubject could have encouraged the great author of 
the fluxionary method to put upon his followers, and 
nothing but an implicit deference to authority could 
move them to admit. The other demonftration of 
this rule is found in the introduction to Newton's 
Quadratures : to which the Bifhop objects in the fame 
peremptory manner, infilling that it is fallacious, be- 
caufe it proceeds upon two contrary hypothefes : for 
he fays, when the fecond of thefe hypothefes is made, 
the firft is deftroyed, and together with it, all confe- 
quences derived from it ; whereas the conclufion is 
drawn from the fecond hypothecs, and a confequence 
of the firft jointly. 

Suppofing thefe objections to be valid, he brings 
fome heavy charges again ft the illuftrious author of 
the doctrine : That he placed his fluxions in various 
lights, and fhifted his notions of them ; that terms, 
which fhould be fteadily ufed, were ambiguous ; that 
he employed various arts and devices, effc. 

Several anfwers to the Analyft foon appeared. Of 
thefe, if we except Colfon's commentary then firft 
fubjoined to an edition of Newton's fluxions, the 
principal were fet forth by a gentleman who conceal- 
ed himfelf undej the name of Philalethes Cantabri- 
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genfis, but who is generally fuppofed to be Dr. 
Jurin, and by Benjamin Robins, Efq. The compafs 
of this note will not permit us to do juftice to the an- 
fwers of thefe two gentlemen : it is fufficient to ob- 
ferve, that though they differed from each other 
about the meaning of fome pafTages in Newton's 
writings, yet they vindicated, to the entire fatisfac- 
tion of the mathematical reader, the doctrine of flux- 
ions from all the objections that had been advanced 
againft it by the Bifhop. Philalethes very foon pub- 
lifhed a letter to the author of the Analyft, under the 
title of Geometry no Friend to Infidelity in which, af- 
ter fome (harp animadverfions on his Lordfhip, he 
endeavours to point out to him his miftakes, and an- 
fwers feveral of his principal objections. The follow- 
ing year (1735) tne Bifliop, in a reply, intitled A 
Defence of Free-thinking in Mathematics, declared him- 
felf ftill of the fame opinion, the arguments of his 
antagonift being futile, and feveral objections re- 
maining unanfwered, and confequently in full force. 
This drew from Philalethes a fecond anfwer in June 
173c, ftiled The minute Mathematician : or the Free- 
thinker no juft Thinker, wherein the defects of the firft 
paper were fupplied, the nature of fluxions of all or- 
ders explained in the cleareft manner, and the former 
arguments repeated, illuftrated, and cleared from the 
objections the Bifhop had railed againft them. And 
here this controverfy ended. 

Mr. Robins, in the year 1735, publilhed his an- 
fwer, intitled, A Difcourfe concerning the Nature and 
Certainty of Sir Ifaac Newton's Methods of Fluxions, 
and of prime and ultimate Ratios, He proceeded on a 
different plan from Philalethes : for, without taking 
any notice of die Analyft or his objections, he deli- 
vered the principles of the method of fluxions in fuch 
a manner, as that it fhould not even in appear- 
ance be liable to thefe or any other objections ; his 
demonftrations not yielding in accuracy to thofe of 
the ancient geometricians, fo much celebrated on that 
very account 

But whatever matter of reprehenfion mathemati- 
cians may find in this hoftile attempt of our Bifhop, 
it muft be acknowledged they have reaped no incon- 
fldcrable advantage from it, inafmuch as it gave rife 
to the mod complete Treatife of Fluxions (1) that (1) M'Lau rin*t. 
hath been yet prefented to the public, in which the 
whole doctrine is delivered with more precifion and 
fulnefs than ever was done before, or probably than 
ever would have been done, if no attack had been 
made upon it. 

[R] Difcourfe addrejfed to Magiftrates.] Occafioned 
by an impious fociety called Blafters, which this pam- 
phlet put a flop to. ^ He exprefled his fentiments on 
the fame occafion in the Houfe of Lords, the only 
time he ever fpoke there. The fpeech was received 
with much applaufe. 
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with many exprefftons of thankfulnefs, declined. He had enough already to fatisfy all 
his wifhes ; and agreeably to the natural warmth of his temper, he had conceived fo high 
an idea of the beauties of Cloyne, that Mr. Pope had once almoft determined to make a 
vifit to Ireland on purpofe to fee a place, which his friend had painted out to him with 
all the brilliancy of colouring, and which yet to common eyes prefents nothing that is 
very worthy of attention. The clofe of a life thus devoted to the good of mankind was 
anfwerable to the beginning of it; the Bifhop's laft years being employed in enquiring 
into the virtues of a medicine, whereof he had himfelf experienced the good effedts in the 
relief of a nervous cholic, brought on him by his fedentary courfe of living, and grown 
to that height, that, in his own words, 1 it rendered life a burden to him, the more fo, 
4 as his pains were exafperated by exercife/ This medicine was no other than the cele- 
brated Tar-water; his thoughts upon which fubjedt he firft communicated to the world 
in the year 1 744, in a treatife entitled Siris, a Chain of Philofophical Reflections and Enqui- 
ries concerning the Virtues of 'Tar-water. The author has been heard to declare, that this 
work coft him more time and pains than any other he had ever been engaged in; a cir- 
cumftance that will not appear furprifing to fuch as (hall give themfelves the trouble of 
examining into the extent of erudition that is there difplayed. It is indeed a chain, 
which, like that of the poet, reaches from earth to heaven, conducting the reader by an 
almoft imperceptible gradation from the phenomena of Tar-water, through the depths of 
the ancient philofophy, to the fublimeft myflery of the Chriftian Religion. It underwent 
a fecond imprefTion in 1747, and was followed by Farther Thoughts on Tar-water^ pub- 
lifhed in 1752. This was his laft performance [S] for the prefs, and he furvived it but a 
fhort time. In July 1752 he removed, though (g) in a bad ftate of health, with his lady (g) Hewaswr- 
and family to Oxford, in order to fuperintend the education of one of his fons [T] 9 then j"^/* 0 ^^ 
newly admitted a ftudent at Chrift-church. He had taken a fixed refolution to lpend the FngU 
remainder of his days in this city, with a view of indulging the paffion for a learned re- oxford." ILtw u 
tirement, which had ever ftrongly poflefled his mind, and was one of the motives that 
led him to form his Bermuda projedt. But as nobody could be more fenfible than his 
Lordfhip of the impropriety of a Bifhop's non-refidence, he previoufly endeavoured to 
exchange his high preferment for fome canonry or headfhip at Oxford. Failing of fuc- 
cefs in this, he adually wrote over to the Secretary of State, to requeft that he might 
have permiffion to refign his bifhopric, worth at that time at leaft 1400/. per annum. So 
uncommon a petition excited his Majefty's curiofity to enquire who was the extraordinary 
man that preferred it : being told that it was his old acquaintance Dr. Berkeley, he de- 
clared that he fhould die a Bifhop in fpite of himfelf, but gave him full liberty to refidc 
where he pleafed. The Bifhop's laft aft before he left Cloyne was to fign a leafe of the 
demefne lands in that neighbourhood, to be renewed yearly at the rent of 200/, which 
fum he direfted to be diftributed every year, until his return, among poor houfe- keepers 
of Cloyne, Youghal, and Aghadda. At Oxford he lived highly refpefted by the learned 
members of that great Univerfity, till the hand of Providence unexpectedly deprived 
them of the pleafure and advantage derived from his refidence among them. On Sunday 
evening, January 14, 1753, as he was fitting in the midft of his family, liftening to a 
fermon of Dr. Sherlock's which his lady was reading to him, he was feized with what the 
phyficians termed a palfy in the heart, and inftantly expired. The accident was fo fud- 
den, that his bodj was quite cold, and his joints ftiff, before it was difcovered ; as the 
Bifhop lay on a couch, and feemed to be afleep, till his daughter, on prefenting him with 
a difti of tea, firft perceived his infenfibility. His remains were interred at Chrift-church, 
Oxford, where there is an elegant marble monument erefted to his memory by his lady, 
who is ftill living, and had during her marriage brought him three fons and one daughter! 
As to his perfon, he was a handfome man, with a countenance full of mean i no- and be- 
nignity, remarkable for great ftrength of limbs, and, till his fedentary life impaired it, 
of a very robuft conftitution. He was however often troubled with the hypochondria,' 
and latterly with that nervous cholic mentioned above. At Cloyne he conftantly rofe be- 
tween three and four o'clock in the morning, and fummoned his family to a leflbn on the 
bafe-viol from an Italian mafter he kept in the houfe for the inftruftion of his children 5, 
though the Bifhop himfelf had no ear for mufic. He fpent the reft of the morning, and' 


[S] This was his laft performance.] His fmaller 
pieces were collected together and printed under his 
infpe&ion by Faulkner, Dublin 1752, under the 
title of Mifc ell antes. They are as follows : Farther 
Thoughts on Tar- water. EfTay towards preventing 
the Ruin of G. Britain. Difcourfe addrefled to Ma- 

tiftrates, £sV. Word to the Wife. Letter to the 
oman Catholics of the diocefe of Cloyne. Maxims 
concerning Patriotifm. The Querift. Propofai for 
fupplying of Churches in our Plantations. Sermon 
before the Society for propagating the Gofpcl. Tract 
De Motu. 

[T] Super hi fend the education of one of his fons.] 
This gentleman, George Berkeley, fecond fon of the 
Bifhop, proceeded A. M. January 26, 1759, took 
holy orders, and in Augufl following was prefented 


to the vicarage of Bray in Berkfhire. The late Arch- 
bifhop Seeker, who had a high refpecl for the father's 
chara&er, honoured the fon with his patronage and 
fnendfhip, both at the Univerfity and afterwards. 
By his favour Dr. Berkeley is now' polTe/Ied of a ca- 
nonry of Canterbury, the Chanccllorlhip of the col- 
legiate church of Brecknock, and (by exchange for 
the vicarage of Bray) of the vicarage of Cookham, 
Berks : to which was added in 1775, b Y the Dean and 
Chapter of Canterbury, the vicarage of Eaft Peck- 
ham, Kent. He took the degree of LL. D. Fe- 
bruary 12, 1768. In the year 1760, he married the 
daughter of the Reverend Mr. Friniham, redor of 
White- Waltham, Berks, and by this lady hath hadilTue 
two fons. His elder brother, William, died young, 
in his father's life-time. 
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often a great part of the day, in ftudy : his favourite author, from whom many of his 
notions were borrowed, was Plato. He had a large and valuable colle&ion of books and 
pi&ures, which are now the property of his fon, the Reverend George Berkeley, LL. D. 
The excellence of his moral charafter, if it were not fo confpicuous in his writings, 
might be learned from the bleffings with which his memory is followed by the numerous 
poor [U] of his neighbourhood, as well as from the teftimony of his yet furviving ac- 
quaintance, who cannot to this day fpeak of him without a degree of enthufiafm, that 
removes the air of hyperbole from the well-known line of his friend Mr. Pope : 

To Berkeley every virtue under heaven. 

The infcription on his monument was drawn up by Dr. Markham, the prefent Arch- 
bifhop of York, then head mafter of Weftminfter Ichool, and is in thefe terms i 

Gravifiimo prsefuli, 
Georgio, Epifcopo Clonenfi : 
Viro, 

Seu ingenii et eruditionis laudem, 
Sen probitatis et beneficentiae fpeftemus, 
Inter primos omnium aetatum numerando. 
Si Chriftianus fueris, 
Si amans patriae, 
Utroque nomine gloriari potes 
Berkleium vixiffe. 

Obiit annum agens feptuagefimum tertium (h) 5 (l) kifbfee; 

Natus Anno Chrifli M.DC.LXXIX. 
Anna Conjux 
L.M.P.] S. 


{2) Annual Re- 
gifter, Vpl. vi, 
2d Part, p. 2, 
3» 4- 


(3) Gent. Ma- 
gazine, Vol, 
jlvi« p. 569. 


[U] By the poor of his neighbourhood*] One in- 
fiance of his attention to his poor neighbours may de- 
ferve relating. Cloyne, though it gives name to the 
fee, is in fact no better than a village : it is not rea- 
ibnable therefore to expect much induftry or ingenu- 
ity in the inhabitants. Yet whatever article of 
cloathing they could poflibly manufacture there, the 
Biihop would have from no other place ; and chofe 
to wear ill cl oaths, and worfe wigs, rather than fuffer 
the poor of the town to remain unemployed. 

%* [The above article, though it hath been fe- 
parately printed, was drawn up, by the ingenious 
writer of it, for the purpofe of being infer ted in our 
work. We have given it, therefore, without alter- 
ation, and fhall here fubjoin a few additional facts 
and obfervations. In fome memoirs of Dr. Berkeley, 
publifhed in the Annual Regifter, and which appear 
to have been taken almoft verbatim, from the firft 
edition of the Britifh Plutarch, it is faid that when 
he had been fent to Trinity College Dublin, he foon 
began to be looked upon as the greateft genius or the 
greateft dunce in the whole univerfity ; that thofe 
who were but flightly acquainted with him took him 
for a fool ; but that thofe who ftiared his moft inti- 
mate friendship looked upon him as a prodigy of 
learning and good nature. It is farther afler ted, that, 
curiofity having led him one day to fee an execution, 
he came back with a ftrange defire of trying the effect 
of fu fpenfion by a cord. Accordingly, he is defcrib- 
ed as having made the experiment ; his chum, who 
was prefent, being requefted to take him down upon 
a fignal agreed upon. His companion, however, 
waited, it feems, a little too long for the fignal ; fo 
that it was with fome difficulty that Berkeley was 
brought to himfelf. We are told, likewife, in the 
fame Memoirs, that he interefted himfelf deeply, to- 
gether with Swift, Bolingbroke and others, in the 
fcheme for improving the Englifh language, by a 
fociety of wits and men of genius, to be eftabliihed for 
that purpofe, in imitation of the academy in France ; 
but that the whole defign mifcarried by the death of 
Queen Anne, and the removal of Harley from the 
omce of Prime Minifter (2). In the Gentleman's 
Magazine for December, 1775, it is faid, in contra- 
diction to the account given above, that Dr. Berke- 
ley never went to Ireland as Chaplain to the Duke of 
Grafton, or any other Lord Lieutenant ; and that he 
never took the degrees of Bachelor and Doctor in 
Divinity ; but that he was created D. D. by his col- 
lege, perSaltum, iii 1717, during his abfence in Ita- 
ly (3). It is mentioned, in the text, that before Dr. 


Berkeley left Rhode Ifland, he diftributed what books 
he brought with him among the Clergy of that pro- 
vince. A farther account of his benevolence in this 
refpect, hath been communicated to us, by the Rev„ 
Dr. Thomas Bradbury Chandler: * Within two years 

* of his return from thence, by the affiftance of feveral 
1 perfons that had fubferibed money for his intended 
4 college in Bermuda, he fent over, as a prefent td 

* Tale College in Connecticut, a large collection of 

* books, the moft valuable that were extant. It 
1 amounted to nearly a thoufand volumes, of which 
c two hundred and iixty were in folio, and very large, 

* At, or about, the fame time, he fent over a deed, 

* by which he conveyed to that college his farm iri 

* Rhode Ifland, containing ninety-fix acres. The 

* annual income of it was to be divided between 

* three Bachelors of Arts, who, upon examination 
' publicly made by the Rector of the college and 
1 fome neighbouring clergy of the church of Eng- 
1 land, fhould appear to be the heft claflical fcholars 

* — provided they would refide at the college the 
€ three years between their Bachelors and Matters de- 

* grees ; and the forfeitures, in cafe of non-refidence 

* were to be given in premiums of books, to thofe 

* that mould perform the bell exercifes. Thefe were 
1 moft valuable and important donations, judiciouflv 

* adapted to the ftate of that college, and will caufe 
1 the name of Berkeley to be handed down, from ge- 
1 neration to generation, with refpect and gratitude.* 

With regard to what is faid above, that Hoadly 
was no friend to our author, there is fufficient proof 
of the truth of this aflertion, in the extracts of letters, 
annexed to the life of the late Bifhop of Wincheften 
Dr. Hoadly, in writing to Lady Sundon, after hav- 
ing defcribed with humour, his hearing Dr. Delany 

preach at the King's Chapel, goes on thus: * J 

' heartily wifti that both he, and his brother Berke- 

* ley (who is truly the title of his own book), would 

* keep their minute phihfophy to themfelves ; or, at 

* leaft, would let religion alone, and not blend them 

* into one inconfiftent lump. They both feem to me 

* to be well qualified to drefs out a romance. Dean 
f B. particularly has beautiful imagery, and fine ex- 
1 prelfion, and fruitful invention. But as to the na- 

* tive fimplicity of religion, they are made to hurt it ; 
- and if they cannot be faid to corrupt it, it is only 
€ becaufe it is corrupted already to their hands. They 
f do all they can to keep on the corruption ; and I 
9 own, I think Alcephron the moft plain attempt to 
9 bring obfeurity and daiknefs into all fcienccs, as 
1 well as to make nonfenfe efTential to religion, that 
« this laft age has produced, Ay\i I know very well, 

c that 
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fixed to the tulio 
edition of his 
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* that it was from fuch bodies, formed upon fuch 

* principles exactly, that Dr. Clarke ufed to dread 
c and foretell the total fubverfion of all knowledge as 

c well of all religion ; of all that Sir L Newton, 

' Mr. Locke, he himfelf, and many others, had been 
' endeavouring to bring into fome reputation. I can- 

* not indeed fay, that the veil is well made, or well 
' fpread. I think it may very eafily be taken off, 

* and the abfurdities placed in a glaring light ; as I 
1 have heard acknowledged in many inftances by the 
1 greatell admirers of thofe Dialogues. I would not 
1 have you think that I put the two upon an equal 

* foot. But when I fee even the beft of the two 
1 flattered and carefled for thofe very, wounds he has 
4 given to all that is moft worthy of the ftudy or re- 

* gard of reafonable creatures, I cannot help making 

* an ejaculation —To what purpofe are all endeavours 
' to make knowledge and religion plain and amiable, 
1 when a few pretty words, either without a mean- 

* ing, or with a very bad one, mall, like a charm, 

* diflblve, and tear to pieces all the labours of the 

* Great !' And a certain Lord, who knew the 

world of books and men as well as any body, thus 
exprefles himfelf to the Bifliop (Hoadly) : 4 When I 

* began this letter, I intended to write to you about 

* nothing but Dean Berkeley's book; but have jufl 

* found out, that I have not faid one word about it. 

* I have been in the clouds with him thefe three laft 

* days, and think his reafoning very often literally 

* like being there ; it is fomething very exalted and 

* very unfubftantial ; a fort of fublime fog, that 
4 looks bright, and makes one giddy. As to his 
■ Eflay upon Vifion, I fuppofe it is from my want of 

* apprehenfion. and not his want of perfpicuity — 

* but I pofitively underftand it no more than if it 

* were wrote in Syriac. Pray tell me, if any one who 

* was not prejudiced againft him would not fay, 

* there was wit, fpirit, and learning in the book ; 

* and any body, that was not partial for him, would 

* not allow that there was a great deal of fophiftry, 
4 obfeurity, and unfairnefs (4) ?' 

An additional teftimony of the fervice done by 
Dr. Berkeley to Government, during the rebellion in 
1745, ma y b e brought from Dr. Maty's Memoirs of 
Lord Cheftei field. * Berkeley employed himfelf in 

* the fame caufe, perhaps, more ufefully than in his 

* recommendation of tar-water, or, in his dialogues 
4 againft matter. His letter to the Roman Catholics 
' of his diocefe was worthy of a Chriflian Bifliop. 
c He endeavoured to difluade his fellow-citizens and 

* neighbours from filling into the fame errors, which 

* had been fo fatal to their fathers ; and, appealing 
1 to their reafon, convinced them that their fituation 

* was as advantageous as they could wifti it to be, 

* and that it would be the height of imprudence to 

* engage in a dangerous caufe, to which neither in- 
4 tereft did invite, %or confeience oblige them (5).' 
The fame writer confirms the account of our Prelate's 
having declined the offer of a better bilhopric. 
4 Soon after Lord Chefterfield's return from his firft 

* embaffy in Holland, Dr. Berkeley prefented him 
1 with his Minute Philofopher, which was j uft then 

* publifhed, and met with uncommon approbation. 
' HisLordfhip efteemed the author ftill moie than the 
\ book ; but no intimacy fubfi'ted between them. 
1 When he came to Dublin, with the power as well 

* as defire of rewarding merit, he employed the firft 
4 opportunity of fhewing his regard for fo refpedable 

* a character ; and, accordingly, made an offer to 

* the Doctor cf changing his bifhopric of Cloyne 

* for that of Clogher, which was of much greater 

* value. This confuleration had no influence upon a 
1 philofopher, who had nothing little in his compo- 

- fition. He could not bear even the fufpicion of 

* having been bribed to write in favour of govern- 
' ment, and therefore declined the exchange (6).' 

The prodigious excellency and beauty of Bifliop 
Berkeley's character cannot be fufliciently admired. 
Perhaps it is fcarcely enough enlarged upon in the 
preceding article. He had in him the nobleft enthu- 
fiafm of dilinterefted virtue that is almoft any where 
recorded. An admirable defcription is given of him 
in the foHov/ing anecdote. Bifliop Atterbury, having 
heard much of Mr. Berkeley, wiftied to fee him. Ac- 
cordingly, he was one day introduced to that Prelate 
by the Earl of Berkeley. After fome time, Mr. 
Berkeley quitted the room : on which Lord Berkeley 
faid to the Bifliop, 4 Does my coufin anfwer your 

* Lordftiip's expectations ?' The Bilhop lifting up 
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his hands in aftonifhment, replied, ' So much under- 

* (landing, fo much knowledge, fo much innocence, 

* and fuch humility, I did not think had been the 
6 portion of any but Angels, till I faw this gentle- 

* man (7).' The fine enthuiiafm of Dr. Berkeley's 
private character entered, likewife, into his literary 
one ; and led him, no doubt, in matters of fpecula- 
tion, into many things more fanciful than juft. It is 
faid, however, but with what truth we know not, 
that he, at laft, began to contemn the opinions of 
metaphyficians, and to doubt of the certainty of the 
fcience; and that, upon this account, he turned his 
thoughts to the more beneficial ftudies of politics and 

medicine (8). That his knowledge extended to the (8) Annual Re^ 
minuteft objects, and included the arts and bufmefs giftcr, ubifupra, 
of common life, is teftified by Dr. Blackvveli, in his P-4- 
Memoirs of the Court of Augultus. Tha;t learned 
writer, having made an obfervation, that the inge- 
nious mechanic, the workers in ftone and metal, and 
improvers in trade, agriculture, and navigation, 
ought to be fearched out and converfed with, no lefs 
than the profeflbrs of fpeculative fcience, adds the 
following eulogium on our prelate : 4 In this refpedt I 
4 would with pleafure do juftice to the memory of a 

* very great though Jjngular fort of a man, Dr. 
4 Berkeley, better known as a philofopher, and in- 

* tended founder of an univerfity in the Bermudas, 

* or Summer Iflands, than as Bifliop of Cloyne in Ire- 
4 land. An inclination to carry me out on that ex- 

■ pedition, as one of the young profeflbrs, on his new 

■ foundation, having brought us often together, 1 
1 fcarce remember to have converfed with him on 
' that arty liberal or mechanic, of which he knew 

* not more than the ordinary practitioners. With 
4 the wideft views, he defcended into a minute de- 

* tail, and begrudged neither pains nor expence for 

* the means of information. He travelled through a 
4 great part of Sicily on /bet ; clambered over the 

* mountains and crept into the caverns to inveftigatc 

* its natural hiftory, and difcover the caufes of its 
4 volcanoes : and I have known him fit for hours in 
4 forgeries and founderies to infpect their fucceflive 
€ operations. I enter not into his peculiarities either 
' religious or perfonal : but admire the extenfive ge- 

* nius of the man, and think it a lofs to the weftern ' 

* world that his noble and exalted plan of an Ameri- 

* can univerfity was not carried into execution. Ma- 

* ny fuch fpirits in our country would quickly make 

* learning wear another face (9).' 
Though there is nothing to which Bifliop Berkeley 

was more averfe than fcepticifm, his writings have 
been treated as, in fact, though not intentionally, 
fceptical. Mr. Hume, having applied our Prelate's 
reafoning to his own purpofes, thus exprefles himfelf 
in a note : 4 This argument is drawn from Dr. Berke- 
4 ley ; and indeed moft of the writings of that very 
4 ingenious Author form the bell leffons of fcepticifm, 

* which are to be found either among the ancient or 

* modern philofophers, Bayle not excepted. He pro- 
1 feffes, however, in his title-page (and undoubtedly 

* with great truth), to have compofed his book againft 

* Sceptics, as well. as againftAtheifts and Free-thinkers, 
' But that all his arguments, though otherwife in- 
4 tended, are, in reality, merely fceptical, appears 
4 from this, that they admit of no answer ', and produce 
4 no conviclion. Their only effedt is to caufe that 
4 momentary amazement, and irrefolution and con- 
4 fufion, which is the refult of fcepticifm (10). ' Our 
Bifliop is ranked, likewife, by Dr. Beattie, among 
the authors whofe writings have a fceptical tendency. 
He is joined, however, with good company ; the 
fame charge being brought againft Defcartes, Male- 
branche, and Locke. 4 The fubftance, or at leaft 
4 the foundation, fays Dr. Beattie, of Dr. Berkeley's 

* argument againft the exiftence of matter may b© 
4 found in Locke's Effay, and in the Principia of 

* Defcartes. And if this argument be conclufive, it 
4 proves that to be falfe, which every man muft ne- 
1 ccffarily believe, every moment of his life, to be 

* true, and that to be true which no man fince the 
4 foundation of the world was ever capable of believ- 

■ ing for a fingle moment. Berkeley's doctrine at- 

* tacks the moll inconteilable dictates of common 

* fenfe ; and pretends to demonftrate, that the cleared 

* principles of human conviction, and thofe which have 
determined the judgment of men in all ages, and 

* by which the judgment of all reafonable men muft 

1 be determined, are certainly fallacious ( u ).' We ( n ) Beattie'f 
remember that the Bilhop's notion, concerning the Eflay on Truth, 
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non-exiftence of the material world, to have been de- 
bated, for a coniidcrablc time, in the Gentleman's 
Magazine. 

Though we have inferred, without the lea^t alter- 
ation, the authentic and judicious Life of Dr. Berke- 
ley which has been writ-ten for ua, we do not, by 
that, purpofe to be anfwerable for every fingle ex- 
preffion or fentiment that may occur in the text or the 
notes. In the note [C], for inftance, a direct appro- 
bation is given to the doctrine of inftin£li>ve principles 
of truth. But it is not our intention to make our- 
folves parties in the con trove rfy, either on one fide or 
the other. Some future occafion may probably hap- 
pen for recording the different opinions on this fub- 
jecl. 

Jn the Gentleman's Magazine for January, 1777, it 
is faid that ' the Adventures of Signor Gaudentio di 
Lucca', have generally been attributed to Bilhop 
Berkeley ; and we have obferved that this work is af- 
cribed to him by the Bookfellers in their printed ca- 
talogues. It is a beautiful Utopian Romance, which 
was publifhed between thirty and forty years ago, and 
hath gone through feveral editions. What external 
evidence there is for its having been written by our 
ingenious Prelate we cannot fay ; but we think that 
the book itfelf affords no internal evidence to the con- 
trary. There are no fentiments in it but what might 
be fuppofed to come from Dr. Berkeley, allowing for 
the cofiume neceffary to be preferved in the work, ac- 
cording to the plan upon which it is formed. The 
\ beauty and Angularity of imagination difplayed in it, 
and the philanthropy and humanity with which it 
abounds, are perfectly fuitable to the Bifhop's cha- 
racter. The mode of government delineated in the 
Romance is agreeable to his ideas. It is the patri- 
archal, and reprefented as being admirably contrived 
for promoting the general happine fs. The defcrip- 
tion, in particular, of the European difcovered in the 
fouthern wilds of Africa, and of his atrocious conduct, 
as arifing from his being a modern Free-thinker, is 
quite in Berkeley's ftyle of thinking. We fhall here 
take notice of two or three circumftances, which mark 
the Author's train of fentiment, and his ideas of po- 
litical regulation. In the notes, which are occafionally 
interfperfed through it, an opinion is thrown out, that 
the Chinefe were a colony of the Egyptians. This 
hypothecs has lately been advanced by fome ingenious 
foreigners, and as warmly reprobated by others. Per- 
haps it is as plaufible a conjecture as any that could 
be offered, on a fubject fo extremely precarious and 
uncertain in its own nature. The Writer's notion 
about the punifhment of murder, while it difplays his 
humanity, is very fingular. * There is, fays he, a 

* pofitive law among them (the Mezzaraneans) not 

* to flicd human blood voluntarily. They carry this 

* fundamental law of nature to fuch a height, that 

* they never put any one to death, even for murder, 

* which very rarely happens ; that is, once in feveral 

* ages. If it appears that a perfon has really mur- 

* dered another, a thing they think aim oft impoffible, 

* the perfon convicted is fhut up from all commerce 

* of men, with provifions to keep him alive as long 

* as nature allows. After his death the fact is pro- 

* claimed, at it was when they fhut him up, over all 

* the Nomes. His name is blotted out of their ge- 

* nealogies ; then his dead body is mangled ju ft in 

* the fame manner as he killed the innocent, and af- 

* tervvards burnt to afhes, which are carried up to the 

* higheft part of the deferts, and then toiled up into 

* the air, to be carried away by the winds blowing 

* from their own country : nor is he ever more to be 

* reckoned as one of their race, and there is a general 

* mourning obferved throughout the kingdom for 
[it) Adventures € nine days(iz).' The Author's ideas concerning 
of Signor Gau- Women, Love, and Marriage, are as follow : * As for 
dentio di Lucca, « their women, the Pophar told me it was what gave 
P« r 73> '74* < them the mod trouble of any thing in their whole 

« government ; that by their records their anceftors 

* had held frequent confutations after what manner 

* they were to be managed, there being great diffi- 

* culties to be feared either from allowing them II- 

* berty, or keeping them under reftraint. If you al- 
< low them liberty, you muft depend on their honour, 
« or rather caprice, for your own ; if you keep them 
« under confinement, they will be fure to revenge 

* themfelves the firft opportunity ; which they will 

* find in fpite of all you can do. The rules, faid he, 

* by which men are governed, will not hold with 

* women : folid reafon, if you can make them fen- 

* fible of it, will fome time or other have an influ- 
« ence on molt men ; whereas humour is what pre- 
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* dominates in women. Hit that, you have them ; 

< mifs it, you do nothing : and ye^t they are fo far 

< from being an indifferent thing in the common- 
4 wealth, that much more depends on the right raa- 

* nagement of them than people imagine. Liccnti- 
c pulnefs of youth draws innumerable misfortunes on 
' any government, and what greater incentives for 

* licentioufnefs than lewd women, whether common 
« proftitutes, wanton ladies, or adultereffes ; for all 
i loofe women belong to one of ihefe claries. Our 
« women, continued he, are extremely beautiful, as 
1 you fee; our men ftrong and vigorous; conjugal 

* fidelity, therefore, and chaility muft be the ftrongeft 

* bonds to keep them in their duty. As for our young 
4 men, we keep them in perpetual employment, and 

* animate them to glory by every thing that can 
' move generous minds ; with our women, we endea- 

* vour the fame by ways adapted to their genius. 

* But our greateft care of all is, to make marriage 

* efteemed by both parties the happieft ftate that can 

* be wi fried for in this life. This we believe to de- 
1 pend on making the woman, rather than the man, 
1 happy and fixed in her choice ; becaufe, if the 
1 perfon be impofed upon her, contrary to her own 
1 inward inclination ; diflike, or revenge, or perhaps 
« a more ihameful pafHon, will make her feek for re- 

* lief elfewhere ; and where women are not virtuous, 
' men will be lewd. We therefore permit the wo- 

* man to choofe entirely for herfelf, and the men to 
« make their addreffes where they pleafe : but the 

* woman is to diftinguifh her choice by fome fignal 

* occafion or other, and that too not without great 

* difficulties on both fides, which being furmounted, 

* they efteem themfelves arrived at the happy point of 

* all their wifhes. The moft ardent and tried love 
1 determines the choice : this endears the man to her 

* on the one hand, and the difficulty of finding any 

* woman who has not the fame inducements to love 

* her hufband, leaves him no encouragement for his 
c lawlefs defires among married women ; and the 

* iingle women are either fo early engaged with their 
4 lovers, or fo poffefTed with the notion that a mar- 
e ried'man cannot belong to her, that his fuit would 

1 be entirely vain (1 0-' We fhall add another paf- p. 191, 

fage on the fame fubject. 1 There is one peculiar —193. 

* method allowed by them, in which they differ from Edit, of 1774. 

* all other nations ; for whereas thefe laft endeavour 

* to preferve their young people from love, left they 

* mould throw themfelves away, or make difadvan- 

* tageous matches ; the former, having no interefted 

* views in that refpect, encourage a generous and ho- 

* nourable love, and make it their care to fix them 
€ in the ftricteft bonds they can, as foon as they judge, 
c by their age and conftitution, of their inclinations ; 

* this they do fometimes by applauding their choice, 

* but moftly by raifing vaft difficulties, contrived on 

* purpofe, both to try and enhance their conftancy. 
1 They have hiftories and ftories of heroic examples 

* of fidelity and conftancy in both fcxes ; but parti- 
' cularly for the young women, by which they are 

* taught rather to fufter ten thoufand deaths, than 

* violate their plighted faith. One may fay they 

* are a nation of faithful lovers ; the longer they live 

* together, the more their friendffiip increafes, and 

* infidelity in either fex is looked upon as a capital 

* crime. Add to this, that being all of the fame 

* rank and quality, except the regard paid to elder- 

* Ihip, and public employments ; nothing but per- 

* fonal merit, and a liking of each other, determines 

* the choice ; there muft be fignal proofs produced, 

* that the woman prefers the man before all others, 

* as his fervice muft be diftinguime4 in the fame 

* manner. Where this is approved of by the gover- 

* nors or elders, if the woman infifts on her demands, 

* it is an inviolable law that that man muft be her 

* hufiband. Their hands are firft joined together in 

* public, then they clafp each other in the clofeft cm- 

* brace, in which pofture the elder of the place, to 
€ fhew that this union is never to be diffolved, take* 
' a circle of the fineft tempered fteel, woven with 
9 flowers, and firft lays it over their necks, as they 

* are thus clafping each other, then round their vvaifts, 

* and laft of all round their breafts, or hearts, to fig^ 
1 nify that the ardency of their love muft terminate 

* in an indiffolublc friend (hip ; which is follo wed 

* by infinite acclamations and congratulations of 
9 the whole affembly. I believe the world cannot 

* furnilh fuch examples of conjugal chaility as are 

* preferved between them by thefe means. Widow- 

* ers and widows never marry ftngle perfons, and but 
9 rarely at all, except left young; when they are to 
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* gain each other as before. By fuch prudent pre- 

* cautions infinite diforders and misfortunes to the 

* commonwealth are prevented, proceeding not 

* only from difproportionate and forced marriages, 
' but from the licentioufnefs of idle perfons, who 

* either marry for money, or live on the fpoil of 

* other people, till they can get an advantageous 

* match (14).' Thefe fentiments fo pure and difm- 
terefted, and fo contrary to the ideas and practice of 
large commercial ftates, and corrupt and polifhed 
kingdoms, may afford, perhaps, a farther internal 
preemption that the Adventures of Signor Gau- 
dentio di Lucca might come from the pen of Dr. 
Berkeley. 

Befides the pieces mentioned above, Bifhop Berke- 


fa) Fait. Oxon. 
Vol. i. p. 244.. 


(b) Ibid. 


{<) Bernard's 
Life of Primate 
U flier. Seealfo 
Harris's Bilhops, 


ley publimed, at Dublin, in 173 J, a fmall pamphlet, 
entitled, * Reafons for not replying to Mr. Walton's 
« full Anfwer, &c.' This related to the doctrine of 
fluxions. The Bilhop's Minute Philofopher was at- 
tacked by feveral authors. Dr. Mandeville wrote, 
1732, * A Letter to Dion, occafioned by his Book 
4 called Alciphron.' In the fame year came out, 
« Some Remarks on the Minute Philofopher : in a 

* Letter from a Country Clergyman to his Friend in 

* London.' This is afcribed to Lord Harvey. In 
1734, was publifhed, at Edinburgh, * A Vindica- 
' tion of the Reverend D B y, from the 


fcandalous Imputation of being the Author of a late 
« Book, intitled, " Alciphron, or the Minute Phi- (15) From com- 
" lofopher (ic)."] K. miinjcationt by 

Ms, Reed. 

BERNARD (Nicholas), a learned Divine of the laft century, was born in 
England, and educated in the univerfity of Cambridge, where he took the Degree 
of Matter of Arts, and was incorporated (a) to the fame Degree at Oxford, on the fif- 
teenth of July 1628; He was created Doftor of Divinity of the univerfity of Dublin 
(as we think), but of this, or the time when it was done, we cannot fpeak with any cer- 
tainty, for the reafons given in the remark [A}. He was ordained (k) by Primate 
Ufher, in the year 1626, in St. Peter's church, Drogheda, while he was only a Bachelor 
of Arts, and made his Chaplain, and foon after, by the Primate's intereft, was promoted 
to the Deanery of Ardagh. His Grace having daily opportunities of taking notice of the 
parts, and the folidity of learning and judgment of Mr. Bernard, employed him in mak- 
ing collections for fome works he was then meditating, and more particularly for the 
Antiquities of the Britifh Churches, which did not appear in public till the year 1639. 
The Primate always 1 exprefied great friendfhip and efteem for him, and upon taking his 
leave of him at Drogheda in 1640, gave him (c) 6 A ferious Preparative againft the 

* heavy Sorrows and Miferies that he fhould feel before he faw him again, and ipoke of 

* them with that confidence, as if they had been within his view/ This ferious dilcourfe 
of the Primate's proved in the event to be a prophecy [5]. The year following Dr. Ber- 
nard publifhed a book and a fermon, which gave offence to fome of the over rigid bigots 
of the Church of England [CJ but the Primate had too juft and generous a way of think- 
ing to withdraw from him his favour or countenance, for adhering ftridlly to the truth. 
The fame year was publifhed a pamphlet of his writing, upon a fad of which he was an 
eye-witnefs [D]. In the fumrner of 1642, having loft moft of his fubftance, he returned 
fafe to England to attend on the Lord Primate, and carried with him a welcome prefent 
in thofe times of calamity and diftrefs, for which the whole kingdom of Ireland may with 

juftice be faid to be his debtor [£]. Upon his arrival in England, he was prefented (d) (d) Ath,Oxoiu 
by the Earl of Bridgwater, to the rich red or y of Whitchurch in Shropfiiire, and after the ibld% 
declenfion of the Royal Caufe, was made Chaplain to the Protestor, one of his Almoners, 
and Preacher to the Society of Gray's-Inn. Being thus comfortably fettled, in the year 
1642, he found leifure, from his paftoral charge, to publifh a few fmall treatifes [F}> 

mentioned 


[A] Cannot fpeak with any certainty for the reafons 
gin; en in the remark .] The regiftries of the univerfity 
of Dublin, preceding the times of the Relloration, 
are not in being. Bu^f as Dr. Bernard was chaplain 
to Primate Ufher, from the year 1626 to the death of 
that learned Prelate, it is probable he took the degree 
of Doctor of Divinity fome time before the year 1041 , 
when he fled out of the kingdom at the time Drog- 
hedah was befieged by the Irilh rebels, in which he 
had taken refuge, or foon after. 

[B] This difcourfe of the Primate* s proved in the 
event to he a prophecy.] It is taken notice of as a 
prophecy both by Dr. Bernard, and Mr. Parr, another 
chaplain of the Primate's, in the Lives they wrote of 
that Prelate, and by feveral other writers ; and fo is 
an expreflion of his in a fermon preached in the year 
1 60 1 upon Ezekiel iv. 6. And thou fhalt bear the ini- 
quity of the houfe of Judah forty days : I have appointed 
thee each day for a year ; which words of Ezekiel, 
concerning the deftruction of Jerufalem and the Jews, 
he applied to Ireland, and made ufe of this obferv- 
able expreflion, u e. * From this year I reckon forty 
* years, and then thofe whom you now embrace (hall 
1 be your ruin, and you mall bear their iniquity/ 
Which time exactly anfwered to the rebellion which 
broke 01ft forty years after. This matter bore heavy 
on his mind, as appears by his preparative to Dr. Ber- 
nard, who fuifered greatly in the rebellion the year 
following, was ftrippedof the greater part of his fub- 
ftance, driven from his ecclefiaftical preferments, 
obliged to take flicker in Droghedah under the pro- 
tection of the Englifli army, was often in danger of 
his life, and at length, in the fumrner of 164.2, made 
his efcape to England to attend on the Lord Primate. 

[C] Gave offence to fome of the over-rigid bigots of 
the Church of England.] The book and fermon men- 


tioned in the text were, L The Penitent Death of a 
ivoful finner ; or 9 The Penitent Death of John At her - 
ton j late Bijhop of Wat erf or d in Ireland, who was ex- 
ecuted at Dublin the yh of December ', 1640; with 
fome Annotations on fe veral paffages. Lond. 1641, 4/0. 
1642, Svo. II. A Sermon preached at the burial of 
John Atherton, the next night after his execution, in 
St. John's Church, Dublin. Lond. 1641, 4/0. 1642, 
Svo. Dr. Bernard had the bell opportunity in the 
world of knowing the truth of the fact for which 
Bifhop Atherton fuffered, having attended him in his 
exemplary preparation for death, and in his laft mo- 
ments ; and he gives us his behaviour and confeflion 
fairly and honeltly. Yet fome, out of a miftaken 
zeal for religion, think the ftory ought not to have 
been related though it were truth, as if religion fuf- 
fered, becaufe all the members of it are not Saints ; 
and one gentleman (1) is fo hardy as to deny the faft' ( t ) Carte's Ufe 
though the Bifhop confefled it. Thefe things are the of the Duke of 
erTea of bigotry, and only becoming the fchools of Osmond, Vol. i. 
the Jefuits. p. 67, 

[£>] Was publijhed a pamphlet of his writing, upon 
a faff, ofvjhich he was an eye-witnefs.] This pam- 
phlet was a letter to a friend in Dublin from the We 
of drogheda, dated thc 7*hof January, 1641, and 
pubhfhed immediately after. 

[£] Prefent -for vjhich Ireland may be faid to be 
his debtor.] The furniture of the Primate's houfe at 
Drogheda, and, which was more welcome, his 
choice library of books were fecured by the care and 
diligence of Dr. Bernard. After the Primate's death 
the library was removed to Ireland, and is now de- 
pofited in the college of Dublin for the ufe of the 
kingdom. 

l F ] He fiund leifure to publijh fome treatifes.] Thefe 
were, I. The whole proceedings of the Siege of Drag* 
2 heda 


(b) Dr. Smith 
fays, be thinks 
his father was 
Reftor of that 
parifti — m i/ia 
vicufa) ut put Of 
facrum parccht 
murtus obi bat— 
Vita, 6fc. p. i. 
but Mr. Word 
# iles him Gen- 
t/eman, ub'tfupra* 
(dj Ibid. 


(g) Ibid. p. 4. 

(b) Wood's 
Fafti, Vol. ii. 
ti>l, 122. 

(h) Vita,£?c. 
as above, p. 8. 


( m J Ibid, p. ) 0 , 
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mentioned in the remarks. After the Reftoration of King Charles IF,, in 1660, being 
not fatisfied of the thorough and firm fettlement of the State of Ireland, he was terrified 
from venturing himfelf into it again, # and therefore declined returning, and taking pof- 
feffion of his deanery ; and he continued at Whitchurch to his death, which happened in 
winter 1661. He left behind him feveral monuments of his induftry, be fides thofe 
before mentioned, a catalogue of which, from Anthony Wood (e), may be confulted (e) Uiii 
underneath [GJ. 


heda in Ireland ; with a thankful remembrance of its 
wonderful delivery , raifed 7 with God's ajfijlance, by 
the prayers and fole valour of the befieged ; with a re- 
lation of fuch paffages as have fallen out there, and in 
the parts near adjoining. To which is added an Ap- 
pendix, concerning other occurrences fallen out fence. 
London, 1642. Dublin, 1642,4/0. Again Dublin, 
1736. II. A Dialogue between Paul and Agrippa. 
London, 1642, 4/0. 

[G] A catalogue of his works from Anthony Wood,] 
They are — A farewell Sermon of Comfort and Con- 
cord, preached at Drogheda, printed 1651, %<vo. — 
The Life and Death of Dr. James U flier, late Arch- 
bifhop of Armagh, Primate, and Metropolitan of all 
Ireland, in a Sermon preached at his funeral in the 
abbey of Weflminfler, on the 17th of April, 1656. 
Lond. 1656, 1 zmo, afterwards enlarged. — The Judg- 
ment of the late Archbifhop of Armagh and Primate 
of Ireland ; concerning firit, the extent of Chrifl's 
death and fatisfaclion ; fecondly, of the Sabbath, and 
obfervation of the Lord's day, and of Ordination in 
other Reformed Churches, with a vindication of him 
from a pretended change of opinion in the firfl, fome 
advertifements upon the latter, and, in prevention 


of further injuries, a declaration of his judgment in 
feveral other fubjects. Lond. 1657, $<uo. — This 
treatife was anfwered (3) by Dr. Peter Heylyn, in a ( 3 ) ibid. Vol. IU 
book, in tit led, Refpondet Petrus ; or, The Anfwer of p. 283. 
Peter Heylyn, D. D. to fo much of Dr. Bernard's 
book, in titled, The Judgment of the late Primate of 
Ireland, &c. as he is made a party by the faid Lord 
Primate in the point of the Sabbath, London, 1658, 
4/0. — He alfo publifhed feveral Letters which pa/Ted 
between him and Dr. Heylyn, — and publifhed and 
enlarged feveral pofthumous works of Dr. Ufher, as 
His Judgment on Babylon, being the prefent See of 
Rome, Rev. xviii. 4., with a Sermon of Bifhop Be- 
dell's upon the fame words, London, 1659,- Devo- 
tions of the ancient Church, in feven pious prayers, 
tiff. London, 1660, 8<vo. — Clavi trabales, or Nails 
fattened by fome great mailers of a fie mb lies, confirm- 
ing the King's Supremacy, the Subject's Duty, and 
Church Government by Bilhops ; being a collection 
of fome pieces written on thefe fubjecls by Archbifhop 
U flier, Mr. Hooker, Bifhop Andrews, and Dr. Ha- 
drian Saravia ; with a Preface by the Bilhop of Lin- 
coln. London, 1661, 4/0. H s. 


J Vita darifli- 
mi & dofUfiimi 
Edwardi Ber- 
nardi, &e. 
Scrip tore Tho. 
Smitho, S. T. P. 
at the end of 
Bi/hopHunting- 
ton's Epiftles, 
Lond. 1704, 
Svo, p. 1. 
Wood's Athen. 
Oxon. Vol. ii. 
edit. 172 1, col. 
10S4. 

(c) Vita, GrV. 
ut fufra. 


(e) Vita, &c. 
ut fuprg, p. 4. 


BERNARD (Edward), a moft learned Aftronomer, Linguift, and Critic, in 
the XVlIth century, was born at Perry St, Paul, commonly called Paulers Perry, near 
Towcefter in Northamptonfhire, on the fecond of May 1638 (a). He was the fon of 
Jofeph Bernard, Rettor of that parifh (b)> and Elizabeth, daughter of John Lenche or 
Linche, of Wyche in Worcefterihire, both of them of good parentage. He had his firft 
education at Northampton, where his father removed fome time after his marriage. But 
before he was fix years of age his father died. Upon this his mother fent him to London 
to his uncle ; who took care of his education, and placed him, in 1648, in Merchant- 
Taylors-School, of which the moft famous William Dugard was then Head Mafter (c). 
Here he continued feven years [/?], namely, till June 1655, when he was eledled Scholar 
of St. John's college in Oxford (d). By this long ftay at fchool, he had the advantage of 
acquiring an uncommon fund of learning-, fo that, when he firft went to the univerfity, he 
was mafter of the propriety and beauties of the Greek and Latin tongues, very converfant 
in the claflical authors, and not unacquainted with Hebrew. He had alfo by trequent ufe, 
gained a tolerably good Latin ftyle for his age ; and could make verfes well. This 
poetical faculty remained with him as long as he lived fo that even to his dying day, he 
ufed fometimes to divert himfelf in making epigrams, which were fmart and witty (e). 
But when he came to be fettled in the univerfity, he flighted this, which he looked upon 
as comparatively trifling, and applied himfelf, with the utmoft attention and diligence, to 
the more ufeful ftudies of Hiftory, Philology, and Philofophy particularly to Philology, 
which he had a very great inclination to, and of which he was infinitely fond. Therefore, 
he firft carefully read over, and attentively perufed, the Greek and Latin authors, with 
the commentaries and emendations of the moft famous ancient and modern Critics. 
Then, not fatisfied with the knowledge of the languages of Greece and Rome, he would 
alfo be acquainted with Hebrew, Syriac, Arabic, and Coptic-, and that, not in a fuper- 
ficial manner, but fo as thoroughly to underftand them (f). Next, he turned his thoughts 
to the Mathematics, of which he learned the elements under the moft celebrated Dr. 
J. Wallis v but, by his own indefatigable application, foon made himfelf mafter of every 
branch of that ufeful fcience. Three years after his admiflion into the univerfity, he was 
made Fellow of St. John's college (g), February the 12th, 1658-9, he took his degree 
of Bachelor of Arts (b) ; and that of Mafter, April the 16th, 1662 (/) ; and was now 
much eftcemed and beloved, on account of his great parts and learning, and his remarkable 
fweetnefs of temper (k). In the year 1667, he was chofen one of the Pro&ors of the 
univerfity; and on the 9th of June 1668, took his degree of Bachelor of Divinity, in 
compliance with the ftatutes of the founder of St. John's college (/) : but fo great was his 
modefty, that he could not be prevailed upon to take his Doctor's degree till feveral years 
after (w). About December 1668 he went to Leyden, in order to confult feveral oriental 
rnanufcripts, left to that univerfity by Jofeph Scaliger aud Levin Warner ; and parti- 
tularly to examine the fifth, fixth, and feventh books of Apollonius Pergasus's Conic 
Sections, of which the Greek text is loft, but which are preferved in the Arabic verfion of 
that author. This verfion the learned James Golius had brought from the Eaft, and it 

[A] Here he continued feven years.] He ftaid two an opportunity of being chofen into St. John's col- ,^ T s m ; t ft 
or three years in the upper form, that he might have lege (1). ubijupra, p. *p 

was 


(f J Ibid. p. 7 ,g fl 


(1) Ibid, col, 
14S. 


(t) Wood's 
Farti, Vol. ii, 
col. 171, an* 
Vita, &c. ut 
far a, p. 9. 


264 BERNARD. 

was now in the poffeflion of his executors ; who finding that Mr. Bernard's chief defign in 
coming to Holland, was to confult that manufcript, allowed him the free ufe of it. 
Upon'this he tranferibed the three books above mentioned, and the diagrams intending 
to pubhih them at Oxford with a Latin verfion, and proper notes, with a view to 
fupply the defeA of the Greek* and corred the errors of the Arabic tranflation (n) v but £;/™ a >^ 
he was hindered from putting his defign in execution [£]. During his ftay in Holland, * 'M'"**' 11 - 
he contracted a friendlhip with the Profefibrs, and other eminent and learned men, at 
Leyden. At his return to Oxford, he applied himfelf with frefli vigour to his ftudies ; 
and collated, or examined over again, the moft valuable manufcripts in the Bodleian 
library, which he had already collated, as well for his own ufe, as that of his friends: 
And fo obliging was he in this refpeft, that he fpared neither time nor pains to ferve the 
learned. This obliging temper, joined to his exaft judgment and approved fidelity^ in- 
duced all fuch as publilhed any ancient authors, to defire his obfervations, or emendations 
from the manufcripts at Oxford which he very readily imparted to them, and indeed 
oftener than fome did acknowledge. By this means he came to be engaged in a very ex- 
ten five correspondence with the learned men of moft countries (0). About the year 1669, (°) md. ? .t U 
the famous Chriftopher Wren, LL. D. Savilian Profeffor of Aftronomy at Oxford* being ,4, 
appointed Surveyor-General of his Majefty's works, and like to be much detained in 
London, obtained leave from the Vice-Chancellor to nominate a Deputy, and pitched upon 
Mr. Bernard which engaged the latter to a more intenfe application to the ftudy of Aftro- 

Cp) vjta, &e. nomy (p). In 1672, the Prefident and Fellows of his college prefented him to the 
P . 14. redlory of Cheame in Surrey. The February following, Dr. Peter Mews, Prefident of 
that college, being advanced to the bifhopric of Bath and Wells, appointed our author 

(?) nid. P . i 5 , one of his Chaplains (q) P Hereby he was put into the direft road to good preferment; 

but he loft all views and hopes of it, by accepting of the place of Savilian Profeffor of 
Aftronomy, vacant by the refignation of Sir Chriftopher Wren {C], into which he was 

(r) ibid. P . 15. admitted April 9, 1673 (r). About this time there was a noble defign formed in the 
univerfity of Oxford, of collecting together, and publifhing, all the ancient Mathema- 
ticians. This was chiefly promoted and encouraged by the worthy Dr. John Fell, Dean of 
Chrift Church, and Bilhop of Oxford; who endeavoured to obtain a iubfeription for the 
fupport of that expenfive work. Mr. Bernard, who had it very much at heart, and firft 
formed the projett of it, collected together all the old books upon that fubjedt, publiflicd 
fince the invention of printing, and ail the manufcripts he could difcover in the Bodleian 
and Savilian libraries and difpofed them in order of time, and according to the matter they 

$s)Ui4> p. 13. contained (s). Of this he drew a Synopfis, or Scheme, wherein the whole was divided 
into fourteen volumes, and prefented it to Bifhop Fell [J)]. For a fpecimen of this noble 
defign, he publifhed a few (heets of Euclid in folio, containing the Greek text and a 
Latin verfion, with Proclus's Commentary in Greek and Latin, and learned fcholia and 
corollaries, and the figures neatly and accurately engraven on copper, at his own ex- 

(0 uu.p. 2S . pence (/). And in order to promote the ftudy of Aftronomy, which he looked upon as 
his proper profeflion, he undertook an edition of the Parva Syntaxis Akxanirina [E]i 
in which, befides Euclid, are contained the fmali treatifes of Theodofius, Autolycus, 
Menelaus, Ariftarchus, and Hipficles : But this was never publiftied (»). In the year f */ v; ta , &v. 
1676, at the recommendation of the Earl of Arlington, he was lent to France by Kin» *fa»hh** 
Charles 11. to be Tutor to the Dukes of Grafton and Northumberland, natural ~ 25 ' 
fons of that Kin^ by Barbara Villiers, Duchefs of Cleveland, who then lived with their 
mother at Paris but being a man of a meek fpirit, and great modefty, though, however, 
without the leaft morofenefs, he ^vas not fo acceptable in that Ration as a perfon of a 
more gay and courtly temper would have been (w). Therefore, after about a year's ftay fw} Hewasbut 
there, he returned to his beloved retirement at Oxford ; having, in that voyage, reaped 
the pleafure and advantage of becoming acquainted with the learned in France [F], of lL%Zm^ t 
collating feveral ancient and valuable manufcripts, and of buying many fcarce and curious mdi p,27< 

fx) md, p. 26, books for his own library (#)• Upon his return to Oxford, he refumed his ftudies with 

*?- greater alacrity. And though, according to the duty of his profeflbrftiip, he fpent moft 

of his time in the Mathematics, yet he had a much greater inclination to Hiftory, 
Chronology, and Antiquities. This made him undertake a new edition of Jofephus [G]* 

which, 

[B] He was hindered from putting his defign in exe- nop fit. Collcclore Viro clarijftmo & doSii/Hmo D Ed- 
cut ton.] But this book was at length publilhed by ivardo Bernardo. And, at the end of it, there is a 
the learned Dr. Edmund Halley, (at Oxford, 17 10, catalogue of fome Greek writers, who are fuppofed 
fol.) who has given a Latin tranflation of the three to be loft in their own language ; but are preferved in 
laft books out of Arabic, and fupphed by his own in- the Syriac or Arabic tranflations of them 

genuity and induftry the eighth book, which was en- [E\ JV*w Syntaxis Mexandrina.] Ov'u^k ***** 

/ ; * L ' ' **l ' * ' tn of the contents of w hich there is an account in 

[C] Vacant by the refignationof Dn U ren.) For, the Veterum Mathematicorum Synopfis, mentioned in the 
by the ftatutes of the founder (Sir Henry Savile), the hit note, p, 17. 

ProfefTors are not allowed to hold any other office, [F] Of 'becoming acquainted ivkb the learned in 

either ccclcfiaftical or civil; that they may conlhntly France.} Particularly with Peter Carcau Keeper of 

apply themfelvef to their proper ltudies, and not be the King's library, Henry Jurtel, Ifmael Bullbldus, 

(*) Smith, Vita, ^ lv r e ^ a' 0 ?. Cl ? em S z) - . ' 0 , Daniel "uet, afterwards Bifhop of Avranchcs, John 

& e . as above, [O] Of this he drew up a Synopfis or Scheme, &c] Mabillon, Pafchafuis Qucfnel, Andrew Dacier Ej. 

P- l6 - It w as pubhihed by Dr. Thomas Smith, at the end febius Renaudot, c5V. (3) ' (3) Vita, &c. 

of his Life of our author, under the title of Vctcrum [G] This ?nade him undertake a new edition of Jo- " above, P .*7. 

Mathematicorum Gra-corum, Latinorum, ct Jralum, Syr fephus.] Several years before, Bifhop lidl had re- 
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BERNARD; 

which, however, for fome reafons, was never completed. In 1683, he went a fecond 
time to Holland, in order to be prefent at the fale of Nicholas Heinfius's library by 
auftion ; where he purchafed, at a great price, feveral of the claflkal authors, that had 
been either collated with manuscripts, or illuftrated with the marginal notes of Jfofeph 
S.caliger, Bonaventure Vulcanius, the two Heinfius's, and other great Critics (y) 
There he renewed, or contracted, an acquaintance with feveral perfons of eminent 
learning [//] \ and lb taken was he with the civilities and humanity of the Dutch, and 
the great opportunities in that country, of making confiderable improvements in Oriental 
learning, that he almoft determined to fettle at Leyden, if he could have been chofen 
Profelfor of the Oriental tongues in that univerfity : but miffing of that, he returned to 
Oxford. He began now to be weary of the dry and unentertaining ftudy of Aftronomy, 
which, as he complained, rendered life neither better nor more happy \ and his health 
declining with his years, he was willing, upon proper terms, to refign his profefforlhip 
to Mr. Flamfteed or Mr. Halley, who had cultivated that fcience with great induftry and 
wonderful fuccefs, and with the applaufe of all Europe. But not being able to obtain any 
other fettlement, he was forced to hold his place eight years longer (z). Oftober 30, 
1684, he was prevailed upon to take his degree of Do6lor in Divinity {a). In 1691, he 
was prefented, by his good friend and patron Dr. Mews, Bifhop of Winchefter, to the 
rich rettory of Brightwell in Berk (hire. That benefice ly ing but about nine milts from 
Oxford, he could conveniently refide at either place, according to the different feafons of 
the year \ and for that purpofe he was perfuaded by his friends to keep his houfe in 
Oxford. Soon after he refigned his profefTorfhip, after having enjoyed it eighteen yearsj 
and was fucceeded therein by David Gregory, Profeflbr of the Mathematics at Edin- 
burgh (Z>). In 1692, he was employed in drawing up a Catalogue of the manufcripts in 
Great Britain and Ireland [/). Auguft 6, 1 69 he married a handfome young Lady, 
named Eleanor Howell, descended from the Princes of Wales (c), with whom he lived 
very happily. In September 1696, though he had been for fome time affiidted with the 
ftone, and almoft worn out with infirmities, he refolved to take a third voyage to 
Holland, accompanied only with his wife, in order to be prefent at the fale of Golius's 
manufcripts [K ), a great number of which he purchafed at the requeft and expence of 
Dr. NarciflTus March, Archbiftiop of Dublin (d)> After fix or feven weeks flay in Hol- 
(e) ibid.?. 52. land, he returned to London (e), where having continued about a fortnight, to refrefh 
and recover himfclf from his voyage, he removed to Oxford about the end of November. 


(b) Vita, &c, 

P . 47. 


(y) Ibid, p.42 9 


(z) Vita, Zf co 
vt fupra, p. 29— I 
45- 

(a) Wood's 

Fafti, Vol.ii. 
col. 225. 


col. 1034. 


(j) Vita, fifh 
ubifu^ra, p. 49'. 

5 r - 


(4) Vita, Off. 
P- ^9 — 35* 


folved, with our author's afliftance, to print at the 
Theatre at Oxford a new edition of Jofephus, more 
correct than any of the former. But, either for want 
of proper means to compleat that work, or in ex- 
pectation of one pronufed by the learned Andrew Bo- 
fius, this defign was for a while laid afide. Upon the 
death of Bofius it was re fumed again ; and Mr. Bernard 
collected all the manufcripts he could procure out of 
the libraries of Great Britain, both of the Greek text 
and Epiphanius's Latin tranflation, and purchafed Bo- 
nus's valuable papers of his executors at a great price. 
Then he publifhed a fpecimen of his edition of Jo- 
fephus, and wrote great numbers of letters to his 
learned friends in France, Holland, Germany, and 
other countries, to defire their afli fiance in that work. 
He laboured in it a good while with the utmoft vi- 
gour and refolution, though his conftitution was much 
broken by his intenfe application to his ftudies. But 
this noble undertaking was left unfinifhed, for thefe 
two reafons. Firit, many perfons complained of Epi- 
phanius's tranflation, becaufe it was defective and not 
anfwerable to the original in many places, and required 
a new verfion, or at leaft to have that of Gelenius re- 
vifed and corrected. Secondly, Great faults were 
found with the heap of various readings that were to 
be introduced in this edition, and with the length of 
the commentaries, in which whole differ tations were 
inferred without any apparent neceffity, that ought to 
have been placed at the end of the work, or printed 
by themfelves. Thefe things occafioning a contelt be- 
tween Mr. Bernard and the Curators of the Oxford - 
prefs, the printing of it was interrupted : and at laft 
the defign of having it done at the expence of the 
Univerfity, was quite broken off by the death of Bi- 
fhop Fell. However, about fix or feven years after, 
Mr. Bernard was prevailed upon by three Bookfellers 
of Oxford to re fume that work, and to publifh it in a 
lefs form upon the model of his fpecimen ; but they 
not being able to bear the expence of it, on account 
of the war, after a few meets were printed off, defifted 
from their undertaking (4). Thefe repeated dif- 
couragements hindered the learned author from pro- 
ceeding further than the four fir ft books, and part of 
the fifth, of the Jewifh Antiquities ; and the firft book, 
and part of the fecond, of the Deftruclion of Jerufa- 
lem ; which were printed at the Tteatre at Oxford in 

Vol. II. 


1686 and 1687, and publifhed in 1700, fol. In the 
notes, the learned author mews himfelf an univerfal 
fcholar, and difcerning critic ; and appears to have 
been mafler of moft of the Oriental learning and lan- 
guages. Thefe notes have been incorporated into 
Mr. S. Haverc amp's edition. 

[//] He renewed, or contrasted, an acquaintance 
'with feveral perfons of eminent learning. ~\ Namely, 
J. G. Graevius, Frederic Spanheim, James Triglan- 
dius, James Gronovius, James Perizonius, Theodore 
Ryckius, Servatius Gallaeus, Evaldus Rulseus, and efpe- 
cially Nicholas Witfen, Burgom after of Amflerdam, 
who prefented him with a Coptic dictionary, brought 
from Egypt by Theodore Petraeus of Holfatia ; and 
afterwards tranfmitted to him in 1686 the Coptic 
and Ethiopic types made of iron, for the ufe of the 
printing-prefs at Oxford (5). ( 5 ) fbid.p. 43; 

[/] He was employed in drawing up a catalogue of 44- 
the manufcripts, &c] He had rathe/ the over fight 
than the drudgery of making this catalogue, which 
had been begun by other hands. The moft con- 
fiderable fhare he had in this work', was, the drawing 
up a moft ufeful and complete alphabetical Index; 
to which he prefixed this title, Libroram manufa-ipto- 
rum Magna Britannia & Hibernia?, atque exiernarum 
aliquot Bibliothecarum Index fecundum alphabet um. 
Edwardus Bernardus conftruxit Oxonii, An. Dom. 
CI3I3CXCVI. In this Index he mentions a great 
number of valuable Greek manufcripts, which are to 
be found in feveral foreign libraries, as well as our 
own, that men of learning might know where to have 
recourfe to them. Thofe foreign libraries are, thofe 
of Augfburgh, Heidelberg now removed to the Vati- 
can at Rome, Leyden, the Emperor Leopold's at 
Vienna, of the Princes di Medici at St. Laurence and 
St. Mark at Florence, of the Univerfity of Padua, of 
Monfieur Seguier Chancellor of France, and the Va- 
tican at Rome. He prefixed a learned Preface to this 
Index, {hewing the great ufefulnefs of it (6). This 
catalogue was publifhed at Oxford in 1697, fol. 

[K] In order to be prefent at the fale of Golius's 
manufcripts,'] His executors had un wifely refufed a 
very confiderable fum offered them for the whole li- 
brary, twenty-eight years before, by the Univerfity 
of Cambridge; and now they were felling them by 
auction (7). 

3 Y There 


<J) Vita, &c; 
ubifuprj, p. 47, " 
4$. 6l, 62, 63. 


(7) Ibid. p. 49, 
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There he immediately fell into a languifliiog confumption, attended with a dyfencery* 
which put an end to his life, January 12, 1696-7, before he was quite fifty-nine years of 
(f) Bid. P . 53 . age (f)\ Four days after, he was interred in a very lolemn manner in St. JphnYcollege 
chapel, his pall being held up by fix Doftors, among whom were his former collegue 
Dr. Wallis, and his fucceffor Dr. Gregory ; and his corpfe was attended by the Vice- 
Chancellor and heads of the univerfity (g). A monument of white marble was foon frjMt'f.W 
after erefted for him by his widow [L]. The works he publiQied were as follows : 
I. * Tables of the Longitudes, Latitudes, right Afcenfions, and Declinacions of the chief 
6 fixed Stars, according to the belt ancient Obierwrs, written in Latin to Dr. Robert 
c Huntington, Provoft of Trinity college, Dublin, in a Letter, dated March 25, 1684, 
c and publilhcd in the Philofophical Tranfadions, No 158. p. 507/ IL ' The Obli- 
* quitv of the Ecliptic from the observations of the Ancients - 5 in Latin, inferted in the 
e Philofophical Tranfadions, No. 163, p. 721 [M].' Ill A Latin Letter to Mr. John 
Flamftced, containing obfervarions on the Ecliple of the Sun, July 2, 1684, at Oxford, 
inferted alio in the Philofophical Tranfadions, No. 164, p, 747 IV. A Treatile 'of 
c the ancient Weights and Meafures/ printed firrt at the end of Dr. Edward Pocock's 
Commentary on Hofea, Oxford, 1685, fol. and afterwards reprinted in Latin, with very 
great additions and alterations, under this title, De menfuris & ponderibus antiquis, Libri 
ires, Oxon. 1688, Xvo. [N] V. 4 Private Devotions, with a brief Explication of the 
6 Ten Commandments/ Oxford, 1689, \2mo. VL Orbis erudiii Literatura a charattere 
Samaritico dedufta \ printed at Oxford from a copper plate, on one fide of a broad flieetof 
paper: containing atone view, the different forms of Letters ufed by the Phoenicians, 
Samaritans, Jews, Syrians, Arabs, Perfians, Brachmans, and other Indian rhilofophers, 
Malabarians, Greeks, Cophts, Ruffians, Sclavonians, ^Ethiopians, Francs, Saxons, 
Goths, &c. all collected from ancient inferiptions, coins, and manuicripts : together with 
the abbreviations ufed by the Greeks, Phyficians, Mathematicians, and Chymifts, 
VII. Etymologicum Britannicum, or derivations of the Brkifh and Enghfh words from the 
Ruffian, Sclavonian, Perfian, and Armenian Languages i printed at the end of Dr. Hickes ; s 
Grammatica Anglo Saxonica and Moefo-Gotthica, Oxon. 1689, 4/0. VIII. He pub- 
lifhed Mr. William Guife's Mifrne pars prima, ordinis primi Zeraim tituli feptem, Oxon. 
1690, a to. IX. Chronologic Samaritan* Synopfis (£), in two Tables ; the hrft containing ^ ; Mr . WooJ 
the moft famous epochas, and remarkable things, from the beginning of the world ; the J^^-^^ 
fecond a catalogue of the Samaritan High Priells from Aaron. The author fent it to the m *riticiB*mt- 
moft learned Job Ludolphus, who had it publifhed in the Atta Eruditorum Lipfienfia, r *™l™^\^ 
April 1691, p. 167, &c. He alfo was author of the following things ; X. Not* in * roag,co ' 10 
fragmentum Seguierianum Stephani Byzentini 5 or, Notes on a fragment of Steph. Byzan- 
tinus in the library of Monfieur Seguier Chancellor of France : part t)f which, relating to . 
Dodone, were publifhed by the great James Gronovius, at the end of his Exercitationes 
de Dodone, or Differtations on- Dodone, Lugd. Batav. 1681. XL Adnotationes in Epi- 
Jtolam S. Barnab*) Notes upon St. Barnabas's Epiftle, publifhed in Bifhop Fell's edition of 
that author, Oxon. 1685, 8w. XII. Short Notes, in Greek and Latin, upon Cote- 
lerius's edition of the ApoftoUcal Fathers, printed in the Amfterdam edition of them. 
XIII. Veterum tefiimonia de Verfione LXXII Interpretum, i. e. the Teftimonies of the 
Ancients concerning the Greek Verfion of the Old Teftament by the Seventy, printed at 
the end of Ariftete Hiftoria LXXII Interpretum, publilhed by Dr. Henry Aldrich, Oxon. 
(i) Wood's Ath. 1692, 8vo. (/) XIV. He tranflated into Latin, the Letters of the Samaritans, which 
coi. 1085. I3 r< R, Huntington procured them to write to their brethren, the Jews in England, in 
( d } r'h^Ii 1 ^73i while he was at Sichem (k). Dr. Smith having obtained a copy of this tranflation, 
to'ni s'chf7Jre g ~ gave it to the learned Job Ludolfus, when he was in England, who publifhed it in the 
St' tond*' Collection of Samaritan Epiftles, written to himfelf and other learned men (I). Befides f/; vitiD.E. 
i 7 o 4 , z™, what hath been here mentioned, he alio a flirted feveral learned men in their editions of Tbov^pU" 
p. u> 13. books, and collated manufcripts for them [OJ. He left behind him in manufcript many 
books of his own compofuion, with very large Collections [P] ; which, together with the 

books 

[L] A monument of white marble was foon erc&ed for from Dr. Thomas Hyde, concerning the Weights and 
him by his widow. ~\ In the middle of which there Mea fares of the Chinefe. 

is the form of an Heart carved, circumfcribed with [O J He afftjlcd federal learned men in their editions 
thefe words, according to his own direction a little be- of hooks, &c.J Particularly the learned Pafchafius 
fore he died, HABEMUS COR BERNARD!: Quefnel, in his edition of the works of Leo Magnus 
and underneath E. B. S. T. P. Ohiit Jan : 1 2. 1696. (9) ; and collated Palaephatus and Cornutus, with the ^ 7 l f P ^' 
The fame is alfo repeated on a fmall fquare marble, manufcripts, for theufe of the learned Dr. Tho. Gale, ^o p cra S. Leo-* 


(|) v; ta , &c. under wh i ch he vvas buried (8). who publifhed them among his Opufcula Mythologica, nismagni 

ut fupra, p. 54. [M] Tables of the Longitudes, Latitudes, &c. and, Ethic a, & Phjfca (10). (10) Vide Praf. 

The Obliquity of the Ecliptic, Sec] The Latin titles [P] He left behind in manufcript many booh of ad L ^ 0K q\c 

of thefe two pieces are, I. Canon pracipuarum e Stellis his own compoftion, with very large collegians, &c.J P u f m thol, Sfr- 

fixis fecundum obfervata Majorum. II. Qbfervata ex Thefe were as follows. I. Chronic on omris srvi, five cu * y 

Gratis, Arabicis, Perficis, Judaicis, Latinifque Scrip- Cation Chronicus \ a very learned and laborious work 

toribus de obliquitate Zodiaei. in feveral tables, comprehending the moft famous 

[N] De menfuris & ponderibus antiquis libri trcs f Epochas of all nations, the Fajii Confulares, and a 

&c] At t£e end of this edition are fubjoined two Chronology from Chrift for feveral centuries. II. Ca- 

Letters to the author. One from Nicholas Fatio de Undarium Ecclcfiajiicum £jf Civile plerat umque Gentium* 

Duillier, containing a new defcription of the Brazen The chief of thefe nations were the Greeks and Ro- 

Sea of Solomon, with a draught of it. The other mans, Perfians Arabians, Syrians, Copts, and Ethio- 
3 pians^ 


( m) Ibid. 


( 9 ) Uid, p. 59. 


(*) From a ma- 
nufcripc nor^ of 
Mr. Morant's. 


(ri) S^e above, 
noic 


(12) Vit*, &c< 

( 13) They were 
p'jbliftied in La- 
tin at Bologna 
in 1556, 


Bernard. Bernard i. 

books enriched in the margin with the notes of the moft learned men, and collected by 
him in France and Holland, were pttrchafed by the Curators of the Bodleian Library, for 
the fum of two hundred pounds: They likewife bought a confiderable number of curious 
and valuable books out of his library, which were wanting in the Bodleian, for which 
they paid one hundred and forty pounds. The reft of his books were fold by auftion, 
all men of letters ftriving to purchafe thofe which had any obfervations of Dn Bernard's 
own hand (m). As to this learned man's character, Dr. T. Smith, who knew him well*, 
gives him a very great one. He was, fays he of a mild difpofition, greatly averfe to 
contefts and quarrels: and if he happened to be where difputes ran high, he would 
deliver his opinion with great modefty, and in few words, but entirely to the purpofe. 
He was a candid judge of other mens works : not too cenforious even on trifling books, 
if they contained nothing inconfiftent with good manners, virtue, or religion : But when 
wit, learning, or good fenfe (hone in them, he was always ready to give them their due 
praife. Though he was a true fon of the Church of England, and a zealous aflerter and 
advocate of its apoftolical doflrine, from whicfr no confiderations, offers, or advantages 
whatsoever, could ever have tempted him to depart j yet he judged favourably and 
charitably of DiflTenters of all denominations. He wifhed, that peace and unity migh tbe 
reftored among the Churches of a different communion, by removing the caules of thofe 
difputes with which the Chriftian world is rent afunder, and purging Chriltianity of 
the leaven of the Schoolmen's opinions; but without hurting pure and uncorrupt Chri- 
ltianity as delivered in the Gofpels, or intrenching upon the rights of Bifhops. His piety 
and prudence never fuffered him to be hurried away by an immoderate zeal, in declaiming 
againft the errors, or moft fpecious innovations of others. His piety was fincere and 
unaffe&ed, and his devotions, both in public and private, were very regular and exem- 
plary (0). Of his great and extenfive learning, his works are a fufficient evidence : 
and on this account he has been much applauded both at home and abroad (p ). 
("The learned Huetius, in his Comm. de Rebus fuis, p. 315, fpeaks thus of our Author; 
Eduardus Bernardus Anglus* quern pauci hac atate equiparabant truditionis laude> modejlid 
vero pene nulli *.] Mr. Wood, in particular, fays of him (f), that he was ' a perfon ad- 
1 mirably well read in all kind of ancient learning, in Altronomy and Mathematics, a 
1 curious Critic, an excellent Grecian, Latinift, Chronologer, and Orientalian.* 
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pians. He 4 gave the copy of this to a Bookfeller of 
Lipfic, who pro mi fed to have it printed, but it never 
appeared. III. Index Librorum Manufcriptorum An- 
glic Eff Hi hern'] a (n). IV. * Large Commentaries 

* on the private Devotions, drawn from the Eccle- 

* iiaftics of the three firft centuries of Chriftians, and 

* from the Gentile authors, Greek and Latin, and 

* Oriental.' He put this other title to this manufcript, 
f Private Devotions, with a brief Explication of the 
< Ten Commandments, the Lord's Prayer, and the 
1 Apoftle's Creed, in feven books.' V. Qbfervationes 
<uarii generis* VI. Notts ad Script ores veteres tarn 
facros quant profanos. VII. Etymolog. Gracum £sf La- 
tinum. VIII. Lexicon jEgyptiacum. IX. Lexicon 
Rujjtcum* X. Eu elides, Grace & Latine. In 1 694. 
he prepared for the prefs all Euclid's works ; and re- 
viled, corrected, and collated with the Greek and 
Arabic copies, his Data (of the Paris edition, 1625, 
4/0.), for which he had a very great value. XI. Syn- 
tagma de Matbejt ; or, The Principles and Elements 
of the Mathematics, left unfinished. XIT. Dijferta- 
tro de Literatiua ; or, Collections on the Letters and 
Alphabets of feveral nations. XIII. Linguarum infu- 
l ay um Britannia 13 Hibcmia origines Ptrfica & Ar- 
?nemaca. XIV. [n the Polyglot t Bible, which he had 
in twelve volumes, he had inferted the Synopfis Criti- 
torum, the Armenian Verfion, and other books of 
Script are, in their proper places, for the more eafy 
comparing of them. And in the margin had made 
critical Notes and Scholia, and collated the original 
with the Greek, Arabic, and Syriac Verfions, and the 
Samaritan Pentateuch, and alfo with the manufcripts, 
and the writings of the Fathers. This moft valuable 
fet of books was permitted to go out of the kingdom ; 
it being bought, at the fale of Dr. Bernard's books, by 
the learned Olaus Wormius of Denmark, for the fum 
of twenty pounds (12). XV. He collated the four firft 
hooks of Apollonius's Conic Sections (13), with the 
Arabic Verfion, and with the Greek, which he added 
in the margin ; and tranflated the three laft into 
Latin. To this he added the Lemmaca of Archime- 
des in Arabic and Latin, with figures and notes, and 
a learned Preface, XVI. He collated Ariftarchus the 
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Samlan, concerning the magnitudes and diftances of 
the Sun and Moon, publifhed in Latin at Pifauro inf 
1572, 4/0, with the Arabic Verfion, and with the 
Greek Original, which he added in the margin from 
a manufcript. This book was publilhed at Oxford in 
1688, by Dr. Wallis. XVIL He alfo collated Vitru- 
vius, and Cleomedes's tract of Meteors, with the ma- 
nufcripts, and made notes on the laft, taken from the 
ancient Scholiafl. XVIII. He compared the book of 
Sacred Liturgies, Liber di*vinarum Liturgiarum> pub- 
lifhed by Robert Stephens at Paris in 1560, fol. efpe- 
cially the Liturgies of St. Bafil and St. Chryfoftom, 
with the manufcripts. XIX. He wrote notes on the 
whole Englifh Liturgy, and alfo Commentaries and 
Annotations on feveral chapters and verfes of the 
Bible. XX. He intended to have compofed a large 
Commentary on the whole book of Pfalms, of which 
he publilhed a fpecimen. XX'. He defigned to pub- 
lifti the Pfalter in Hebrew, Greek, and Latin, with 
the old French and Roman Verfions, and one made 
immediately from the original, and likewife with the 
Coptic. For that purpofe, having met with the Pfal- 
ter publifhed by Jac. Faber Stapulenfis in 1508, he 
procured Father Mabillon to collate the French and 
Roman Verfions, and the Hebrew in that edition, with 
a manufcript of good authority in the monaftery of St. 
Germain's. XXII. Collections of Arabic Proverbs, 
tranflated into Latin, partly by himfelf, and partly 
by Dr. Pocock. XXIII. Notes on the Gloffaria Graco- 
Latina & Latina Graca 9 publifhed by Vulcanius in 
1600. For this purpofe, in 1676, when he was at 
Paris, he collated an old Greek and Latin Lexicon, 
which is to be found at the end of fome Tracts of 
Cyril, with a manufcript in the library of St. Germain 
des Prez. XXIV. Obfervations on Gerardi Vojpi En~ 
mologicon Lingua Latina. And he intended once to 
write an Etymological Canon of the origin and varia- 
tions of that language ; and to reprint Henry Ste- 
phens's Thefaurus of the Greek tongue, or rather to 
compile a new work of that kind. In a word, he 
collated, or made curious obfervations on all the an- 
cient and modern books he read. jyi. 
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BKRNARDI (John) was the fon of Count Francis Bernardi, Refident here in 
E ngland from the republic of Genoa, and was defcended from a very ancient and 
honourable familv, created, for their fervices to the Houfe of Aullria, Counts of the 
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Holy Roman Empire {a) [A]. He was born in 1657, and was very early enured to 
misfortunes and imprifonment : for his father being difguftcd at fomeill uiage he received 
from the government of Genoa, refufed to return thither, and being himfelf a native of 
England, retired into Worcefterfliire, where he fettled ; and being a great lover of gar- 
dening, fpent a confiderable fortune in improvements of that kind, which, however, did 
not fo far amufeor divert him, as to extinguifh his fenfe of the injuries he had received, 
which fowered his temper to fuch a degree, that he frequently confined hwfon John, for 
very flight caufes, to a dark room, where he allowed him only bread and fmall beer for 
feveral days, which hard ufage fo wrought upon his difpofition, that he refolved, at all' 4 
events, to leave his father's houfc, and to throw himfelf into the world, though a perfcft 
child {b). Accordingly, in 1670, he quitted his father's feat, with a full refolution 
never to return thither while the old man lived. He travelled that night fixteen miles in 
the road to Coventry, and as day-light began to appear, he took (belter in the houfe of a 
Wheelwright, who, upon hearing his melancholy itory, promifed to conceal him, which 
he performed, and put him into a little room from whence he could look upon the road, 
and in which he had not been long before he faw his father on horfeback, who enquired 
of the Wheelwright, if he had feen fuch a boy as he defcribed, which being anfwered in 
the negative, prevented the young man from being carried back to confinement (c)t 
When the fecond night came on, he fet out again for Packington-hall, the feat of 
Sir Clement Fifher, who married the famous Mrs, Jane Lane, very inftrumental in pre- 
ferving King Charles II., after the fatal battle at Worcefter (d). But on his coming ( d) clarendons 
thither, being informed that Sir Clement and his Lady were in London, he followed them ™^ vd 
up to town, and was very hofpitably received, the Lady having been very kind to him at p^Tj- 
his father's, and often intreated the old gentleman to deal more indulgently with his fon, 
and to afford him a liberal education. He was by her recommended to a near relation, 
Capt. Littleton Clent, who was then in garrifon at Portfmouth, who took him into his 
company, and caufed him to be taught his exercife as a foldier, which gave him the firft 
tafte for a military life. While he was under the proteftion of this gentleman, he very 
narrowly efcaped a misfortune, which would have put an early end to his troubles and his 
life [fl]. On the conclufion of the Dutch war, Captain Clent being broke, was no 
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\_A~\ For their fern; ices to the Houfe of Auftria, 
Counts of the Holy Roman Empire.} The family of 
Bernardi was originally of Lucca, where they had 
flourifhed from the year 1097, and from about the 
year 1384, had enjoyed the moft confiderable offices in 
that Republic; particularly that of Standard-bearer, 
which with much reputation and fidelity they dif- 
charged. Philip de Bernardi, the grandfather of the 
perfon of whom we are fpeaking, refided twenty- 
eight years with a public character in England, 
and is faid to have rendered important fervices to 
the Houfe of Auftria, more efpecially the Spanifh 
branch of it, at the imminent hazard of his life. He 
likewife married in this kingdom Mary Dam port, of 
an ancient and honourable Catholic family, by whom 
he had iflue two fons, Phjlip and Francis, the latter 
of which was the father of our Major Bernardi. In 
confideration of the fervices and circum (lances before 
mentioned, the Emperor Ferdinand II., by letters pa- 
tent, figned with his own hand, and under his impe- 
rial feal, dated the 24th of September, 1629, in the 
eleventh year of his reign over the Empire, the 
twelfth over Hungary, and the thirteenth over Bo- 
hemia, created him Knight and Count of the Holy 
Roman Empire, with remainder to his fons Philip and 
Francis, and his and their heirs and fuccefTors, male 
and female, in lawful wedlock begotten, ratifying 
and confirming their hereditary nobility and ancient 
coat-armour, which is thus blazoned in the patent, 
wi%> the fliield quarterly, the firft and fourth Or, 
charged with an eagle difplayed, fable, crowned of 
the field, refpe&ing each other, their beaks open, 
langued gules, holding in their fore-paws a reed pro- 
per ; over all in an efcutcheon gules, two battle-axes 
faltirewife, the fhield adorned with two crcfts each on 
an open helmet, i (Tiring out of an imperial crown, 
that on the left a demy lion crowned, as in the field ; 
that on the right, a black eagle crowned as in the 
field, refpedling each other; and the mantling on the 
left, from the top of the helmet on the outfide, Or, 
and gules, lined with argent and azure ; on the right 
fide, from the top of the helmet on the outfide, Or 
and fable ; lined with fable and argent covering the 
whole fhield. Amongft other privileges granted by 
this patent there are thefe ; that himfelf and his de- 
fendants have the liberty of ufing red wax in all 
letters, writings, deeds, patents, and other inftru- 
ments; that thev mail be exempt from all jurifdic- 


tion, except that of the Imperial Aulic Council ; 
that they mall have a power of nominating and ap- 
pointing Public Notaries and ordinary judges through- 
out the empire, adminiftering to them an oath of of- 
fice fet forth in the faid patent, that they may legiti- 
mate and reftore in blood all baftards and other ipu- 
rious ifTue, excepting thofe of Princes, Counts, and 
Barons, giving them thereby full power to inherit ; 
to grant liberty to ilaves ; to reftore infamous perfons 
to credit ; to create Doctors in Divinity, Law, Phyfic, 
and Philofophy, and other inferior degrees, after due 
examination, in as ample manner as the Univeruties 
of Vienna, Paris, Pavia, or any other Univerfity, or 
even his Imperial Majefty, could do; to grant ar- 
morial enfigns, or coat-armour, to any perfons at 
their pleafure ; and all other privileges and immuni- 
ties of right belonging to, or which have been exer- 
cifed by the Counts or Knights of the Empire (1). 

[B] Which had put an end to his troubles and his 
life.] This accident happened thus : While he con- 
tinued as a cadet in Captain Clent's company, he had 
leave given him in the year 1 67 1 to go to a gentleman's 
houfe not far off, which he did, as he was wont to do, 
in coloured cloaths, which fubjecled him to the acci- 
dent of being feized, by a prefs-gang belonging to the 
Royal James, at Fareham, within four miles of Portf- 
mouth, to which place he was carried. This was jultly 
efteemed one of the finefl mips in the Royal navy, had 
been built in the dock there by Commiffioner Dean, 
with whofe fervice in this refpett King Charles II. was 
fo well fatisfied, that, as a mark of his eileem and fa- 
vour, he made him a prefent of a filver axe (2). If 
Mr. Bernardi had liftened to the perfuafions of thofe 
who carried him to Portfmouth, and had refolved to 
try his fortune at fea, which, confidering his youth, 
and the advantages that might have been propofeJ to 
him, it is a wonder that he did not, his firil and laft 
voyage had been the fame ; for this fine Ihip, on board 
which the Earl of Sandwich foon after hoifted his flag, 
was burnt by a Dutch fircfliip on the 28th of May, 
1672, in the famous battle of Soinhwold Bay, and 
that noble Lord, and the beft part of a thoufand brave 
men, perifhed in her (3). But our young adventurer 
had better fortune. He wrote a letter to his Captain, 
acquainting him with what had fallen out ; and upon 
his being brought to Mr. Stephenfon, then Clerk of 
the Cheque, to have his name regillcred, he found 
Captain Clent with him, who claimed him as be- 
longing 
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Other way in a condition of expreffing his kindrtefs for Mr. Bernardi, than by making 
him a prefent of twenty pounds. But the lofs of his patron was not the only mifchief 
which befel him in the year 1673 ; for he had the fmall-pox foon after, which reduced 
him very low both in conftitution and fortune (<?). In this diflrefs he add re (Ted himfelf M SawM* 
to his godfather, Col. Anfelme, who propofed to him goingover to Holland, with which lte ' ^ 1Z ' 
he readily complied, and foon after his arrival, entered as a private foldier into the fervice 
of the States, and then lifted in one of the Englifh independent companies. He was in 
the famous aftion of Seneff, in which the Prince of Conde fell on the rear of the Prince of 
Orange's army, and took part of his baggage, but after 1 an obftinate engagement was 
obliged to retire (f). He was alfo prefent at the fiege of Oudenarde, and afterwards at 
that of Grave, where he ferved in the company of Capt. Philip Savage, and had his fhare 
in a very dangerous attack on the counterfcarp, in which he was wounded. The place 
furrendered on the twenty-ninth of Oftober, 1674. Soon after this, the Englifh troops 
in the fervice of the States being regimented, Mr, Bernard! obtained an Enfign's com- 
million from the Prince of Orange, dated the fecond of February, 1675, in the company 
of his godfather, who was appointed Lieutenant-Colonel of Difney's regiment (g). In (g ) s ec the cc- 
June following, he was removed, with his godfather, to another regiment, commanded ^.^ b - is i ^ 0 ^ 
by Sir John Fenwick, and at the clofe of the year, had the misfortune to be wounded in Appendix to 
endeavouring to part two gentlemen in a duel. He was prefent, the fucceeding year, at Bernardfs L,fc * 
the fiege of Maeftricht, where he had the misfortune to lofe the fight of one of his eyes, 
and to be fhot through one of his arms, the bones of which were fhivered to fplinters ; 
when taking his arm in the lappet of his coat, he crowded back to the breach, and fell 
down to the bottom among the dead. A foldier of his feeing him fall, jumped after 
him, took him up in his arms, and carried him to the furgeons in the trenches, where he: 
was drefled. The Prince of Orange being informed of his behaviour, and that the Lieu- 
tenant of the Major's company of that regiment was killed in the attack, gave his com- 
miffion to Mr. Bernardi : but it appearing afterwards that the Lieutenant was only taken 
prilbner, he miffed of this preferment. In April 1677, he married a Dutch lady of a 
good family, with whom he lived comfortably eleven years. He had a (hare the next 
campaign in the battle of St. Omers, at the clofe of which he was appointed Lieutenant 
in Capt. Philip Savage's company, in which he firft lerved by a commifTion from the 
Prince of Orange, dated September 6, 1677. He was prefent the next year in the 
battle of Mons, which was the laft aftion in the war. After the peace, his godfather, 
Col. Anfelme, was fo reduced as to be obliged to ferve as a private man under Mr. Ber- 
nardi, who allowed "him double pay, and excufed him from duty (b). In 1683, Mr. (h) fiernard?s 
Bernardi was made Captain-Lieutenant in Col. Monk's company, and at this time he Llfe * *' | i*-4f | 
was in fo great favour with the Prince of Orange, that upon the death of Capt. Jafper 
Pafton, brother to the Earl of Yarmouth, he had his company given him by a commif- 
fion from the Prince, dated the feventeenth of November, 1685, which was confirmed 
by a commiflion from the States, dated the third of December following. At this time 
his circumftances were very eafy, and he had juft reafon to be thankful to Providence 
for the condition he was in, having obtained by his merit a company at the age of 
twenty-feven, the profits of which, together with his wife's fortune, brought him in a 
clear revenue of five hundred pounds a year (/). But it was not long that he continued \ti 0) p. 49 
this eafy and happy fituation: for King James II., in the year 1687, having conceived 
fome difpleafure againft the States-General, demanded the fix regiments of Britifh troops 
that were in their fervice, and which had been fo for fifteen years (£). This the States ft) LifeofKin* 
refufed but, at the fame time, did not conftrain the officers to ferve them againft their ^ s U ' p * 
will, though care was taken to reprefent to them, in very ftrong terms, the difference be- 
tween remaining upon a fettled eftabliftiment, and returning home upon an uncertainty 
[Cj. This had fuch an effeft, that out of two hundred and forty officers that were in 

the 


(4) Bernarctf'a 
Life, p. jo. 


{$) Mem* irs of 
the Aft airs of 
Scotland, r. 191. 


longing to his company (4), and procured thereby his 
immediate difcharge, which left him at liberty to 
profecute his fortune in its former channel ; which, as 
the reader will fee, he fome years after did with very 
good efFedt. 

£C] And returning home upon an uncertainty . ] In 
order to the reader's underitanding this matter per- 
fectly, it is neceflary to inform him, that King 
Charles II., during the fecond Dutch war in his reign, 
had fent a confiderable body of his fubjetts into the 
fervice of France, under the command of the Duke 
of Monmouth and the earl of Dumbarton, who me- 
rited So well of the French King, that they were put 
upon a very good eftablimment ; and it is faid that 
the Earl of Dumbarton might have had the ftaff of 
Marfhal of France, if he had not been recalled (5). 
When therefore the peace was made with the Dutch, 
the Prince of Orange, as the King's nephew, thought 
himfelf well in titled to demand ^ a corps of Englifh 
troops for the Dutch fervice, which, as we have feen, 
he obtained about the year 1673. The Earl of Oflbry, 
fon to the old Duke of Ormond, was General of 

V«l. II. 


thefe troops by a commilTion from the States (6), and , 6 \ Seethe at. 
upon his death, the King named the Earl of Pern- tide of BUT- 
broke to fucceed him, part of whofe equipage was ac- LER(Thoma9-) 
tually fent to Holland ; and Bernardi tells us, he had * irl of Offory. 
the ufe of it; but fome difputes arifing, and the 
Dutch being very flow in their refolutions, the Earl 
of Pembroke never went over in perfon (7). Thefe (7) Life of Ber^ 
fix regiments were fent by the Dutch to the affi fiance nardi > P- 47« 
of King James, on Monmouth's rebellion, and he 
permitted them to return again to the fervice of the 
States, who knew the value of them fo well, and 
were fo thoroughly fatisfied of their fidelity, that it 
was no wonder they were unwilling to part with 
them. Among other arguments that were ufed to 
induce the officers to remain where they were, notwith- 
itanding the King's commands, one was, the fate of the 
officers and foldiers recalled out of the French fervice 
by King Charles II., the former being left unprovided 
for, and many of the latter begging and ftarving in the 
ftreets (8). This argument had, without doubt, very 
great weight in one fenfe, that is, with regard to the 
officers changing a certainty for an uncertainty; but KAY (Hugh). 
3 Z ' in 
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the whole brigade, no more than fixty thought proper to obey the King's commands, 
amonaft whom was Captain Bernardi. King James was no fooner informed of this, than 
he ordered a yacht to Tail for Holland to bring thofe gentlemen over, to whom he fent 
alio three months pay, and upon their arrival in England, immediately railed three new 
regiments, in order to replace thole officers in their commands ; and, at the fame time, 
iflued a proclamation, declaring all officers that remained in the fervice of the States of 
Holland, rebels (I). But the fcene was very foon changed : his Serene Highnefs pro- 
ceeded foon after on his expedition to England, which brought about the Revolution. 
One of the firft fteps taken by his Highnefs after the King was withdrawn, was to fend an 
aflbciation to every one of the regiments then in being, which all the officers were required 
to fign, importing, that they were, determined to defend the Prince againft all perfons 
whatever, and fuch officers as refufed it, were ordered to quit their commands. Amongfr 
thefe was Cape Bernardi, who having obtained a pafs for himfelf and his family, he 
tranfported them to Calais, where finding many perfons of his own principles in great 
diftrefs, the Captain pledged his effefts for fifty pounds for their relief, though they were 
worth double as much, and the confequence was, that he loll both effects and money. 
He proceeded from thence to St. Germains, where he was very kindly received, and after 
a fliort repofe, made a long and fatiguing march to Breft, to wait the return of the 
French fleet, which carried King James to Ireland, and fpeedily tranfported two thoufand 
three hundred of his adherents to the fame kingdom (m). This was in the month of 
April, 1689, and it was with great difficulty they landed thefe people in Bantrey Bay on 
the firft of May, and the next day engaged the Enghfh fleet under Admiral Herbert (»). 
The Earl of Dover, who was appointed by King James to receive thefe recruits, con- 
duced them diredly to Dublin, where they were formed into feparate corps, and all the 
officers had com millions given them. Amongft the reft, Mr. Bernardi was appointed 
Major ot an Irifh regiment, which was foon dilbanded for mutiny; and then he had the 
like command in the regiment of Mac-Carthy Moor, a great Irifh Chief, under whom 
he ferved for fome time (0). After Marlhal Schomberg landed in that kingdom with 
twenty thoufand men from England, King James found his affairs in a very declining 
condition ; however, as he had (till a fuperior army, he marched to Ardee, which he for- 
tified, and thereby kept the Marfhal in his camp near Dundalk, which being a marfhy, un- 
wholefome place, half his troops foon died of fluxes (p). While King James was at Ardee, 
he formed a defign of fending the Earl of Seaforth into Scotland, in hopes that the p re- 
fence of that nobleman might fupply the lofs of the famous Vifcount Dundee, then lately 
killed in his fervice. To affift the Earl in this enterprize, the King directed Major Ber- 
nardi, and another Field Officer, to attend him, which they did, and embarking on board 
a man of war at Galway, in the weft of Ireland, fleered their courfe for Scotland : but 
before they got clear of the Irifh coaft they met with a ftorm, by which their bowfprit and 
fore-mafl were both broke to pieces ; upon which the Captain with much difficulty and 
danger worked the fhip into Broad-Haven, in the province of Connaught, from whence 
the Earl fent Major Bernardi to King James, then in his camp at Ardee, to acquaint him 
with this unlucky accident, which hindered his intended voyage (q). King James there- 
upon ordered the fhip back again to Galway, and put off the Earl's voyage to the next 
fpring, when he proceeded, with Sir Thomas Southwell and Major Bernardi, for Scot- 
land, where he fpeedily railed a great body of men for King James's fervice, and made 
the neceflary difpofitions for joining Major- General Buchan, who commanded the re- 
mains of Lord Dundee's forces, in order to form the fiege of Invernefs (r) [D], But the 
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in other refpe&s it was Angular enough : for in the 
firft place thole troops were recalled chiefly at the in- 
fiance of the States themfelves ; and fecondly, it was 
a full proof that the French thought the King of 
England had a clear right to recal his fubjects out of 
their fervice. However, as molt of the officers were 
very well fettled in Holland, and many of them had 
acquired fortunes and eftablilTiments, independently 
of their military commands, they were very willing 
to remain where they were, efpecially at a time when 
King James was making the greatelt efforts at home 
in favour of the Popilh religion, and might be pre- 
fumed to withdraw thefe forces, and incrcaie his own, 
with no other view than to be in a better condition of 
carrying his defigns into execution. 

[D] In order to form the fiege of In vernefs, ,] This 
expedition cf the Earl of Seaforth is a very curious 
and very important point of hiftory, and yet very 
little, indeed hardly at all, known. When King James 
had received advice of the death of the Vifcount of 
Dundee (9), he refolvcd immediately to fend this No- 
bleman over to fupply his place; and if it had not 
l)een for the accident of his difappointment, as related 
in the text, in all probability he would have kept the 
Highlanders together, and have given the Govern- 
ment a great deal of trouble in Scotland ; for there 
was no man had a larger intereft in the Highlands, 


or was more refpecled by the Clans. Befides, at that 
time King James was able to have fpared him fome 
regular troops from Ireland, and his country lay ex- 
tremely convenient for the landing of thofe troops : 
But by this difappointment King James's friends in 
Scotland were lb difheartcned, that the greater!, part 
of them difperfed, and many of them fubmitted and 
made their terms with the Government, which made 
his fecond expedition of much lefs confequence than 
otherwife it would have been. It was in his return 
to King James's camp that the Earl met with Sir Tho- 
mas Southwell, who, with about threefcore other 
Gentlemen, had been convicled and condemned as 
traitors, for talcing up arms again It the Duke of Tyr- 
connel ; and upon his procuring Sir Thomas's pardon, 
that Gentleman thought himfelf obliged in gratitude, 
or perhaps for his fafety, to accept a commiffion in 
King James's fervice, and therefore went in quality 
of Captain under the Earl of Seaforth, into Scot- 
land (10). When the Highlanders were aflembled ( ro ) L'feof 
to the northward of Invernefs, they appeared to be Bernardi, p. 6$i 
a very formidable number of men, conftdering the re- 67. 
gular troops the Government had at that time in that 
country ; and the more fo, fince General Buchan. 
whofe body of horfe was of very little confequence 
in itfelf, when joined to thefe men under the com- 
mand of experienced ofliccrs, would have made up a 
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Earl was difappointed in this deilgn* by the ipeedy march of Major General Mackay* 
with a confiderable body ot regular trQops into thofe pares ; and while things were in this 
fuuation, the news came of the cotal defeat of King James's army at the Boyne, upon 
which Sir Thomas Southwell prevailed upon the harl to difmifs his forces, and to fur- 
render himiVJf prifoner to Major-General Mackay upon honourable terms. The Earl 
taking this ftep without the confent of his uncle, Mr. Colin Mackenzie, and the reft of 
his friends, it provoked them to fuch a degree, that they would have cut Sir Thomas 
Southwell to pieces, if Major Bernardi had not interpoJed and prevented it. This Mr. 
Colin Mackenzie, took Major Bernardi, and the relt of the officers that came with him 
from Ireland, under his protection, and conducted them fafely to Major-Genera] Buchan, 
who was then at an hundred miles diftance, and who, upon hearing of the Earl of Sea- 
forth's conduct, had difmiflcd mod of his forces. Major Bernardi had now hothing 
more to tranlaft in the Highlands ; atad therefore, as his prefence there could be of no 
fervice, he defired to go to England, and Major-General Buchan approved of it, and 
fent for the Laird of Glenco, to come with forty of his vaffals, to receive Bernardi at 
Invergary, and to conduit and guard him to the Braes of Monteth, being near an hun- 
dred miles, and very difficult travelling over rocks, and mountains in that fcafon of the 
year, near the end of October. A great part of the journey was to be performed in the 
night-time, feverai detachments of King William's forces lying in their way, particu- 
larly at Inverlochy, or fort William, a place where was a garrifon of twelve hundred 
men, and there was no other way to climb up an high mountain, but near the gate of the 
faid fortrefs, fo that it was impoffible to pafs them but when afleep and their gate locked 
The Laird of Glenco's country lying within twenty miles of that garrifon, Major 
7S " Bernardi arrived fafe at that gentleman's houfe, and remained there* fome days, to reft 

himfclf and recover his ftrength. After having repofed himfelf there fix days, he defired 
to proceed on his journey, and the Laird appointed forty of his btft men, under the 
command of a relation of his own, to conduit him to the Braes of Monteth, places as 
dangerous and difficult to pafs as any of the way be had come before. The fame incon- 
veniences, of fmall garrifons of the government, were in their way, and their parties were 
continually about the country in the day-time. This made the fecond part of Major Ber- 
nardi's journey to be moftly night-work : however, he arrived fafe at the Braes at which 
place he was recommended by Major-General Buchan, to one Col. Duncan Graham, to 
be then farther directed by him. Major Bernardi proceeded on his journey from the Braes 
of Monteth, under the conduit of a guide appointed him by Col. Graham, and having 
no more need of guards, he arrived at tidinbur-h in the month of November, in the year 
1 69 1. The Magiftra-tes of that city having heard that fome gentlemen were come from 
the Highlands, ordered their gates to be ihut, and a general iearch to be made for them. 
Bernardi's landlord getting notice of it, conducted him out of town but half an hour before 
the order was put in execution, otherwiie his journey at that time had terminated in fome 
prifon at Edinburgh : but elea-ping that, and lome other dangers, he travelled on from 
thence to London, meeting with no more difficulties than thofe of a long winter's jour- 
(t) mi, P . 75 ney (/). Having finifhed his affairs in London, by difpofing of fome effects he had lefc 
with a friend when he went out of England, and by felling his Scots horfes, he purpofed 
to go over to Flanders, and meeting with two gentlemen of his acquaintance ready to 
make the fame voyage, he went with them to Colchefter, where they were recommended 
to the Mafterof a fhip, who was in a Ihort time to carry over a lady of great quality to 
Oftend *, but the wind happening to be fixed in the eaft, the lady ordered her trunks to be 
put on board, and then went to a gentleman's houfe about five miles off, charging the. 
Mafter to lend for her as foon as the wind came fair. Bernardi and his friend? met with 
two other gentlemen who were ftrangers to them, aad alfo unknown in the town, who 
were come thither to get a palfage over in the fame fhip. They joined company, and 
lodged all together for fome nights at Mr. Cook's, then Poft-Mafter in Colchefter: but 
having notice of fome people's inquifitivenefs about them, Bernardi and his two friends 
went to a gentleman's houfe about a mile out of the town, and the other two gentlemen 
went to the Mafter of the fhip's houfe. The fecond night after Bernardi and his friends 
went into the country, intimation was given, that Sir Ifaac Rebow, a Juftice of thq 
Peace, had iflued out his warrant to apprehend them and bring them before him, and the 
wind coming fair the fame night, they went directly to the Mafter of the fhip's houfe, to 
o-o on board. The Mafter of the fhip told them, that he had fent a meffenger to the 


very formidable -army, which, if fuccefsful in the to the diverfion that might have been made on that 
attack of Invernefs, or any other action of confe- fide, if he had continued firm to his nrft purpofe, hi? 
quence, could not have failed fpreading the flame of forces being fuperior at the time he fubmitted to; 
war through the Highlands, the inhabitants of which Mackay's, and the war continuing long after in Ire* 
were, generally fpeaking, difaffe&ed. ButSirTho- land, which would have made fuch a diverfion ex- 
mas Southwell obferving the Earl much affected with tremely troublefome ; and therefore it is no wonder 
the news of King James's defeat at the Boyne, laid that Sjr Thomas Southwell's fervice was confidered in 
hold of that opportunity to f)iew him fecurity and fo high a light by King William : and very probably 
peace on one fide, and great hazards and difficulties It was with a view ot doing this fervice, or fome- 
on the other, which inclined him to follow his ad* thing like it, that Sir. Thomas accepted this corn- 
vice, and to make ufe of his afMance in obtaining mand, which are, ppim* that weje never hitherto 
Feafonable terms from General Mackay, which put cleared u,$. 
an cud to the troubles in Scotland, and confequently 
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lady, and expe£ted her in an hour more, and fent one of his men to conduct them on 
board a-fhip, and faid he would follow them, with the other two gentlemen at his houfe, 
as foon as the lady came. A mcflage came from the lady, that fhe could not poffibly 
come before the next day in the afternoon. Bernardi and his two friends continued on 
Ibip-board to avoid the Jufticc's warrant. The next day, towards the evening, came a 
company of Trained-Bands, with five hundred country people, to the key, where the 
(hip then lay dry at low water, about two miles from the town, and Bernardi, and the 
two gentlemen with him, were feized, and carried direflly to Colchefter gaol, where 
the other two gentlemen, and the Mafter of the fhip, had before been made pnioners («). 
The lady who occafioned all this ftir was the Countefs of Errol, with whom Mr. Ber- 
nardi was not at all acquainted : however, it coft him a great deal of trouble, and 
hindered him from purfuing any fettled courfe of life till a year and a half afterwards, 
that a bill being preferred againft him and his friends in ElTex for high treaibn, was 
rejected ; by which he efcaped, indeed, any farther fuffering on this head, but at the 
expence of feveral hundred pounds, a lofs almoft infupportable to a man already of a 
broken fortune (w). He went afterwards over to Holland, with the Earl of Notting- M JW*.** 
ham's pafs, who was then Secretary of State, and returning within the time prefcribed, 
merited thereby fome farther indulgences from his Lordlhip. The times being now 
dangerous for a man of Major Bernardi's fentiments, who could fcarcely live fo cau- 
tiouQy as not to give fome offence, he refolved to retire into the country, where he lived 
peaceably, and without feeing much company, for fome months, at a houfe near Brent- 
ford (*). But being obliged to quit this houfe, on account of its changing its owner, he W*'-p.*«- 
came to London again about Chriftmas 1695, which proved his ruin by a feries of very 
unfortunate accidents, fuppofing what he conftantly profeffed to be true, that he was 
in no refpeft privy to the bale and barbarous conspiracy for aflaflinating King Wil- 
liam (y). For being unhappily at a tavern on Tower-Hill, with one Capt. Rook wood, 
who was his old acquaintance, and who was involved in that affair, they were feized 
together, and fent to the Compter, and afterwards committed to Newgate, which was ex- 
tremely, though not equally fatal to them both [£]. He was committed on the 25th of 

March 
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[E] Though not equally fatal to them loth.] We 
have fhewn in the text, that Major Bernard! quitted 
his houfe near Brentford at Chriftmas 1695, upon 
which he came up to London. It was in February 
following that the plot was difcovered, and the nrit 
proclamation that iflued was dated the 23d of that 
month, in which Mr* Rook wood's name was inferted 
(11). But to underftand this matter clearly, and the 
grounds of Mr. Bernardi's imprifonment, it will be 
requifite to give his account of it in his own words. 

* Captain Rookwood came to Bernardi of a Saturday, 

* foon after the faid horrid plot broke out, and his 

* countenance and behaviour feemed to difcover dif- 

* turbance of mind. Bernardi thereupon afked him, 

* if any evil had happened to him ? To which he an- 

* fwered, No; but faid, that if any body mould be 

* fo malicious as to give information of his being 

* come over at that tirnc, he fhould certainly be taken 

* up. But it feems his name was in a proclamation, 

* which came out upon that very day, to feize him, 

■ as one of thofe who was concerned in the faid af- 
c fatfination-plot, though Bernardi had not then heard 

■ any thing of the matter ; and Rookwood concealed 
' it from him, intending, as appeared by his beha- 

* viour afterwards, to fpend the evening with Ber- 

* nardi ; but Bernardi told him, that he was under 

* a promife and engagement to fup that night at a 

* tavern on Tower-hill. Captain Rookwood faid, 

* that if the meeting there was not upon private bufi- 

* nefs, he defired he might be one of the company ; 

* which Bernardi readily complied with, and he and 

* Rookwood, with other company, fupped there ac- 

* cordingly ; and making it too late to go home to 

* their lodgings, Rookwood and Bernardi ftaid all 

* night at the tavern, and went to bed together 

* there. The next morning fome conftables, and 

* other armed men, came into the houfe, and en- 

* tered the room where Bernardi and Rookwood were 

* in bed ; and producing their warrant to fearch for 

* and feize them, required fubmiflion thereto. Ber- 

* nardi and Rookwood readily yielded to their au- 

* thorny, not making the leaft refiftance, and got up 

* and drefled themfelves as foon as poflibly they 

* could ; but Mr. Conftable's orders being to carry 

* them, and all the people belonging to the tavern, 

* before the Recorder of London, who was gone to 

* church, they were obliged to remain in the tavern 

■ till noon, guarded by twenty men. This delay 
1 gave Bernardi an opportunity to make fome inquiry 
4 into the eaufe of all that hurly-burly. The fenior 
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conftable told him, that a neighbour's fervant-maid 
came to the tavern the night before, and feeing 
fome gentlemen at fupper, fhe afked the drawer who 
they were? and he making her a furly anfwer, fhe 
went with her brother, a journeyman fhoemaker, 
direcTly to the Recorder, and gave information that 
fome evil-minded men were at the tavern, and that 
the people of the houfe refufed to difcover who they 
were ; and therefore it was reafonable to believe, 
that they might be fuch perfons as the Government 
then fought for by divers proclamations. It was 
the latter end of February, and the before-men- 
tioned horrid confpiracy was difcovered about the 
middle of the fame month. The conftables having 
notice of the Recorder's being at home, they car- 
ried Bernardi and Rookwood, with all the family, 
before him, who examined them feparately and very 
ftrictly ; and told them, that he could do no lefs 
than commit them at that difturbed time, though 
he found no other caufe than fufpicion for fo doing ; 
and therefore, as a favour, would fend them to the 
two Compters, and not to Newgate, that they 
might with lefs difficulty and expence obtain their 
liberty, when the ftorm was blown over : he or- 
dered the family belonging to the tavern to give 
bail the next day ; Bernardi and Rookwood re- 
mained quiet under their refpective and different 
confinement near a month, without any communi- 
cation with each other, either by letter or mefTage, 
in all that time. Captain Charnock, King, and 
Keys, were taken up on the firft proclamation, 
which came forth on or about the 2 2d day of Fe- 
bruary, and between that time and the 18th day of 
March next following they were all three con- 
demned and executed. And upon the 23d day of 
the fame month of March, came forth another pro- 
clamation, in which Bernardi's name was inferted, 
and the reward of a thoufand pounds was thereby 
offered to apprehend him. Captain Rookwood re- 
pofing an entire confidence in the friendfhip of one 
Mr. George Harris, intrufted him with the know- 
ledge of his and Bernardi's being imprifoned in the 
Compters, as before related : and here it is to be 
obferved, that although Captain Rookwood was 
in a proclamation, which came forth but the day 
before he and Bernardi went together to the tavern 
on Tower-hill, and of which, without doubt, he 
had been apprized at the time of his Hril coming to 
Bernardi,- who then knew nothing of the matter, 
yet Captain Rookwood thought fit to conceal the 
h 1 fame 
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March 1696, for high treafon, £>ut not upon oath (z). Some time after this, the wit- 
nefifes againft the confpirators were examined before the Lord Chief -Juftice Holt, in or- 
der to the trial of Major Lowick, "Major Bernardi, Capt. Knightly, and Capt. Rook- 
wood, but no evidence at all appearing, his name was ftruck out of the lift, and Mr. 
Cranburn's inferted in his ftead ; and thofe four were afterwards tried and convifted {a). 
After all the trials were over, fix gentlemen who were confined entered their prayer at the 
feffions in the Old Bailey, and were firft bailed and then difcharged, though five of their 
names had been in proclamations, and one thoufand pounds reward paid tor apprehend- 
ing them (b). There then remained in prifon Major Bernardi, Cape. Counter, Mr. Caf- 
fils, Mr. Meldrum, and Mr. Chambers, who were confined in different parts of the 
gaol, and had no communication with each other. But their friends, after the fufpen- 
fion of the Habeas Corpus Aft expired, and the other gentlemen had been difcharged, 
entered prayers for them at the next feffions, in order to their being tried or bailed \ but 
at the requeft of the Solicitor of the Treafury, the Court was adjourned, and the Parlia- 
ment being fitting, a bill was brought in for imprisoning them a year, on a fuggeftion, 
that in that time evidence might be found againft them y and when this bill came up to 
the Houfe of Lords, Mr. Blackbourne's name was inferted, though he was difcharged 
before, and taken into cuftody of a Mefienger while the bill was depending in the Houfe 
of Commons, without any frefli charge againft him (c). This ad: having pafled, and the 
year expired, a fecond aft was pafled for the fame purpofe, for another year. On the 
expiration of the fecond a<ft there pafled a third, for confining them during the pleafure 
of King William ; and his Majefty, upon the application of the late Earl of Burlington, 
was gracioufly pleafed to promife that he would deliver them in a fliort time * but his 
kind intention was fruftrated by his illnefs and death, which followed foon after. An a£l 
was then pafled for confining them during the pleafure of Queen Anne, in whofe reign 
Capt. James Counter was difcharged, though the only one of the fix that was committed 
upon oath \ and the like promife was obtained from her Majefty in favour of Major Ber- 
nardi, at the requeft of the Duke of Buckingham, and for Mr. Blackbourne, at the in- 
ftance of the Earl of Oxford. But no order was made before the Queen's death, when an 
a£t pafled for confining them during the pleafure of King George the Firft, and a fixth in 
the beginning of the late reign (d). Under this confinement, Robert Meldrum, James 
Chambers, Robert Caffils, and John Bernardi, died, the latter on the 20th of Septem- 
ber, 1736, after very near forty years imprifonment (e) y and Mr. Robert Blackbourne, 
by the clemency of his late Majefty, was removed to the King's Bench. There is no- 
thing farther to be added in refpett to this gentleman, but that, in the year 1712, he 
married a fecond wife, by whom he had ten children while in Newgate, and by whofe 
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* fame From the knowledge of Bernardi as long as he 

* could; and judging it conducive to his fafety, he 

* changed his name, and prevailed on him fo to do, 

* but without acquainting Bernardi with the procla- 

* mation as a reafon for his fo doing. Captain Rook- 

* wood was often vi/ited by the faid Mr. Harris, to 

* whom thefe particulars were communicated by Cap- 

* tain Rookwood ; and as foon as the proclamation 

* of the 23d of March came forth, which was the Iaft 

* that was publifhed to apprehend confpirators, and 

* was publifhed at fome weeks diftance from the reft, 
c and wherein Bernardi's name was inferted, with a 
4 reward of a thoufand pounds to apprehend him, as 
f before mentioned ; Harris went and difcovered 

* Captain Rookwood and Bernardi for the fake of the 

* reward ; and they were taken out of the Compters 

* by a detachment of the guards in the night of the 

* 24th of the fame month of March, and were carried 

* to the Tilt-yard, and examined by the Lords of the 
c Council the next day, and committed clofe prifon- 

* ers to Newgate, loaded with heavy irons, and put 

* into feparate, difmal, dark, and ftinking apart- 

* ments, not being allowed to fpeak to each other 
« from the time of their firft being taken out of the 

* two Compters. Bernardi did never fee Rookwood 

* afterwards, who was foon after tried and con- 

* demned, and was executed at Tyburn on the 29th 

* day of April following (12).' It appears from this 
account, that Major Bernardi was guilty of very great 
indifcretions in the courfe of this affair, by carrying 
Captain Rookwood into the company of his friends 
at the tavern upon Tower-hill, which involved many 
innocent perfons in much trouble ; in continuing 
there all night, which had a very fufpicious afpecl ; 
in changing his name when he was committed, and 
fubmitting quietly to that imprifonment, which had 
with refpedl to him the fame afpecl; as in regard to 
Captain Rookwood. After all, Major Bernardi was 
the only perfon amongft thofe who fell under this 
extraordinary confinement that had juft reafon to 
complain. Mr. Chambers is mentioned as the per- 
fon who was to give notice of King William's going 

Vol. II. 


out, in order for the confpirators to follow and attack 
him (13). Captain Counter is fworn to have de- (i3)StateTna!«-j 
livered arms to fome of the confpirators (14) : and Vol. nr. p. 568. 
Blackbourne is pofitively fworn to have been one of (14) J£/V.p.688. 
them that was to have acted under Captain Rook- 
wood (15). But with refpect to Major Bernardi, (15) J&i.p. 687. 
there is only Mr. Harris's account that he had feen 
him in the company of Mr. Rookwood ; and confider- 
ing the character that witnefs gives himfelf, we may 
very well judge, that after what Bernardi fays in his 
relation, he could not do lefs than name him in the 
manner he did, having got his name inferted in the 
proclamation. It is, indeed, ftrange that the fix 
other perfons ihould be bailed and difcharged, con- 
fidering that as much or more had been faid againft 
them in the trials of fuch of the confpirators as were 
convicted, than againft thofe that were detained with 
Bernardi. But the truth feems to be, that the con- 
fequences of difcharging fo many defperate people 
under fo high an imputation fo foon, had not been 
then fufRciently confidered : and that this was the 
true reafon, and not any partiality to one fet of men, 
or prejudice againft the other, appears from the ap- 
prehending Blackbourne the fecond time, and caufing 
his name to be inferted in the bill for imprifoning the 
reft when it came up to the Houfe of Lords. Thefe 
remarks follow naturally from a view of the facts 
which occafioned them, and which they are intended 
to explain ; and, as fuch, it is hoped the reader will 
conlider them, and make proper allowances for what 
one man is naturally apt to fay in his own cafe, and 
the light in which things appear to another who in- 
quires only after truth, and is not at ail folicitous on 
which fide he finds it. 

%* [It muft be acknowledged, that the long im- 
prifonment of Major Bernardi, when no evidence of 
criminality could be produced againft him (if that 
was indeed the cafe), was an act of flagrant injuftice, 
totally in confident with thofe principles that gave rife 
to the Revolution, and which could not be juftified by 
the circumftances of the times.] T. 

4 A care 


274 B E R N E R S. 

care and induftry he was chiefly fupported (f). Major Bernard! was a little-brifk man, (/) B er n»rar« 
of a very cheerful difpofition, and who bore his misfortunes, more efpecially his long ^p.wf, 
imprifonment, and frequent indifpofuions by the breaking out of old wounds, with great 
conftancy of mind* and was much refpeftcd and beloved by all who knew him. C. 
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fBERNERS (Juliana), on account of her being one of the earlieft female 
writers in England, is entitled to fome notice in this Work. She is frequently called 

Juliana Barnes, but Berners was her more proper name (a). She was an Eflex lady, and, (a) Tanned 

according to Mr. Ballard, was probably born, at Roding in that county, about the be- £ b 7 ! £ thec "' 

ginning of the fifteenth century ; being the daughter of Sir James Berners of Berners waws hig. 

Roding, and fitter of Richard Lord Berners {b). If, however, as is generally agreed, [f J*J* VoU 

Sir James Berners was her father, her birth could have been very little after 1388 \ for Ballard's Me- 

in that year Sir James Berners was beheaded, as an enemy to the public, together with luXJp 

other favourites and corrupt minifters of King Richard the Second (c). The education (c) DugdaJe » 8 

of Tuliana feenis to have been the very beft which that age could afford, and her attain- £ aron ^ c > 
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ments were fuch, that fhe is celebrated, by various authors, for her uncommon learning, 
and her other fine accomplifhments. Her extraordinary qualifications rendered her every 
way capable and deferving of the office fhe bore ; which was that of Priorefs of Sopewell 
Nunnery. This was a cell to, and very near St. Alban's ; and a good part of the fhell 
of it is ftill (landing. Here fhe lived in high efteem, and flourifhed, according to Bale, 
Tanner, and Ballard, about the year 1460 \ but if what we have faid concerning her 
birth be the true account, fhe muft have flourifhed fomewhat earlier. She was a very 
beautiful lady, of great fpirit, and loved mafculine exerciles, fuch as hawking, hunting, 
fcfr. With theie fports fhe ufed frequently to recreate herfelf ; and fo thoroughly was fhe 
Hulled in them, that fhe wrote treatiies of hawking, hunting, and heraldry (d). c From 
c . an Abbefs difpofed to turn author/ lays Mr. Warton, 4 we might more reafonably 

* have expefled a manual of meditations for the clofet, or feleft rules for making falves, B^Cent.s^j, 
c or diftilling flrong waters. But the diverfions of the field were not thought inconfiftent 

' with the character of a religious lady of this eminent rank, .who relembled an Abbot in 
1 refpeft of exercifing an extenfive manerial jurifdidion, and who hawked and hunted in 

* common with other ladies of diftinftion (e).' So well efteemed were Juliana Berners's CO Hiftory of 
treatifes, and, indeed, fo popular were the iubje&s on which they were written, that they *° c ^[ VoL * 
were publifhed in the very infancy of the art of printing. The firft edition is faid to have 

been printed at St. Alban's, in 1481 (f). It was certainly printed at the fame place in (f) Ballard, ubi 
i486, in a fmall folio (g) •, and again, at Weftminfter, by W. de Worde, in 1496, in !apra% 
quarto {h) m Among Cryne's books, in the Bodleian library, there is a black letter copy 1 
of this work, ' imprynted at London in Paul's Churchyarde by me Hary Tab/ It was 
again printed, with wooden cuts, by William Copland, without date, and intitled, * The 

* Boke of hawkyng, hunting, and fifhing, with all the properties and medecynes that are 

* necefTary to be kept.' Here the trad on Armory is omitted, which feems to have been 
firft inferted that the work might contain a complete courfe of education for a gentleman. 
The fame title is in W. PowePs edition, 1550 (#). The laft impreflion of it was in 
quarto, at London, in 1595, under the following title, 4 The Gentleman's Academie : 
1 or the Book of St. Albans: containing three moft exadl and excellent Books; the firft 
c of Hawking, the fecond of all the proper Terms of Hunting, and the laft of Armory : 
« all compiled by Juliana Barnes, in the year from the incarnation of (Thrift i486. And 
4 now reduced into better method by G. M. (k)> This editor is certainly miftaken, in 
faying that the whole work was compofed in i486. Juliana Berners could fcarcely have 
been living at that time ; and even if fhe was not then dead, the book muft have been 
written by her in a more early period of life. It is faid, indeed, in the Colophon at 
the end of the St Alban's edition, 4 And here now endith the Boke of blafyng of armys, 

* tranflatyt and compylyt togedyr at Saynt Albons the yere from thyncarnacyon of our 
« Lorde Jhefu Criit MCCCCLXXXVI (/;.' But all we can juftly infer from hence is, 
that that part of the work which relates to heraldry was not drawn up by Juliana Berners! 
It is obfervable, that, though the whole treatife is ufually afcribed to her, her name is 
only fubjoined to the book on Hawking and Hunting j and that what relates to the blafmg 
of Arms contains no more than abftrads from a performance of Nicholas Upton, de re 
military et faftis illuftribus, written about the year 1441 (m). It is highly probable, 
therefore, that this latter part, if it was compiled fo late as in i486, was added by another 
hand; and, indeed, if Juliana Berners was the daughter of Sir James Berners, there can 
be no doubt about the matter. What fhe has faid on the fubjeft of Hawking beams 
thus: « Infomuch that gentill men, and honeft perfones, have grete delite in haukyng, 

< and defire to have the maner to take haukys and alfo, how, and in wat wyfe, they 

< fhoulde gyde theym ordinateli and how to know the gentill termys in communyno- of 
' their haukys, and to underftande theyr fekenefcs and enfirrnitees; and alfo to knowe 
« medicines for theym according; and many notabull termys that ben ufed in haukyng 
■ both of theyf haukys, and of the fowles, that theyr haukys fhall (ley. Therefore thys 
' book folowyng in a dew forme (hewys veri knowlege of fuch plefure to gentill men, 
4 and parfonys dilpofed to ft itt (»)/ That part of our Abbefs's work which relates to 
Hunting is written in rhyme. It is fpoken in her own perfon 5 in which, being otherwife 

a woman 
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a woman of authority, fhe aflumes the title of Dame. Mr. Warton fufpefts the whole 
to be a tranflation from the French and Latin. The beginning of the poem is as follows: 

* Mi dere fons, where ye fare, by frith, or by fell *, 
' Take good hede in his tyme how Triftrem wol tell 

* How many maner beftes of venery there were, 

c Liftenes now to our Dame, and ye fhullen here. 

* Ffowre maner beftes of venery there are, 

* The firft of hem is a hart, the fecond is an hare \ 
c The boor is one of tho, 

* The wolff, and no mo. 

c And wherefo ye comen in pley f or in place, 

* Now fhal I tel you which ben beftes of chace : 
c One of the a buck, another a doo, 

4 The fFox, and the marteryn, and the wilde roo j 
c And ye ftial, mi dere Tones, other beftes all, 

* Where fo ye hem finde, rafcal hem call, 

* In frith or in fell, 

* Or in fforeft, y yow tell. 
c And to fpeke of the heft, if ye will hit lere, 
6 Ye fhal call him a calfe at the firft yere ; , 

5 The fecond yere a broke t, fo fhal he be, 

c The third yere a fpayard, learncth this at me \ 

6 The iiii yere calles hem a ftagge be any way, 

c The firft yere a grete ftagge, mi Dame bade you fay (<?).* 

The barbarifm of the times ftrongly appears in the indelicate expreflions which Juliana 
Berners often ufes; and which are equally incompatible with her fex and prohftion (p). 
The book on Armory begins with the following curious piece of facred heraldry ; 4 Of 
* the offspring of the Gentilman Jafcth, come Habraham, Moyfes, Aron, and the pro- 
4 fettys and alio the Kyng of the right lyne of Mary, of whom that Gentilman jhefus 
c was borne, very God and Man: after his manhode Kynge of the land of Jude and of 
c Jues, Gentilman by his modre Mary, Prince of Cote slrmure, &c. (q) * The mod dili- 
gent inquirers have not been able to determine the exaft period of Juliana Berners's de- 
ceafe - 9 but from what hath been mentioned above, it is probable that fhe died fooner than 
has commonly been imagined (r).] K. 
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[BERRIMAN (William), a pious and learned Divine of the Church of 
England, was born in London, on the 24th of September. 1688. His father, Mr. John 
Berriman, was an apothecary in Bifliopgate-ftreet ; and his grandfather, the Reverend 
Mr. Berriman, was Reftor of Bedington, in the county of Surry. His grammatical 
education he received partly at Banbury, in Oxford Hi ire, and partly at Merchant Taylors 
School, London (a). At feventeen years of age he was entered a commoner at Oriel 
College, in Oxford, where he profecuied his ftudies with great afliduity and fuccds (b). 
Senfible both of the ridiculoufnefs and dangerous tendency of pofie fling only a little 
learning, he determined not to quit the univerfity till he had formed his judgment by 
acquainting himfelf with the complete circle of academical fciences, and going through 
the whole exercife of the fchools. When he came more particularly to exami- e his 
faith, he did not build on modern verfions, or modern Divines; but curiouny iejrched 
the authentic originals, and to a critical fkill in the Greek tongue, added, what at that 
time was much neglected, though fince happily revived, the ftudy of the Hebrew. In 
the knowledge of this language he was very accurate; and for a more perfect acquaint- 
ance with it, called in the afliftance of the Chaldee, Syriac, and Arabic In the interpret- 
ation of the Scriptures, he did not attend to that momentary light which fancy and 
imagination feemed to flafh upon them, but endeavoured to explain them by the rules of 
grammar > criticifm, logic, and the analogy of faith. The articles of do&rine and difci- 
pline which he drew from the facred Writings, he traced through the Primitive Church, 
and confirmed by the evidence of the Fathers, and the decifions of the more generally 
received councils (c). On the 2d of June, 171 1, Mr. Berriman was admitted to the 
degree of Mailer of Arts (d). After he left the univerfity, he officiated, for fome time, 
as Curate and Ledturer of Allhallows in Thames-ftreet, and Le&urer of St. Michael's, 
Queenhithe (e). The firft occafion of his appearing in print arofe from the Trinitarian 
Controverfy. He publifhed, in 1719, A fcafonable Review of Mr. Whiflotfs Account of 
Primitive Doxologies, which was followed, in the fame year, by A Second Review. Thcle 
pieces recommended him fo eflfe&ually to the notice of Dr. Robinfon, Bilhop of London* 
that in 1720, he was appointed ins Lordlhip's domeftic Chaplain; and fo well fatisfied 
was that Prelate with Mr. Berriman's integrity, abilities, and application, that he con- 
fulted and entrufted him in moft of his fpiritual and fecular concerns. As a farther proof 
of his approbation, the Bilhop collated hirn, in April 1722, to the living of St. Andrew- 
Underfhaft (f). On the 25th of June, in the fame year, he accumulated, at Oxford, 
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f|j catalogue the degrees of Bachelor and Do&or in Divinity (g). In 1723, Dr. Berriman loft his 
dLuf patron, the Bifhop of London, who, in teftimony of his regard to his Chaplain, be- 

pr*. ' queathed him the fifth part of his large and valuable library (h). In confequence of the f*; Ridley, 

evidence our learned Divine had already given of his zeal and ability in defending the * 
commonly received doftrine of the Trinity, he was appointed to preach Lady Moyer's 
Led u re and this fervice was performed by him in 1723 and 1724. The eight fermons 
he had delivered on the occafion, were publifhed, in 1725, under the title of An Hiftorical 
Account of the Trinitarian Controversy (i). This work, in the opinion of Dr. Godolphin, (i) md. 
provoft of Eton College, merited a much greater reward than Lady Moyer's donation. f™* 1 * "* 
Accordingly, he foon found an opportunity of conferring fuch a reward upon Dr. Bern- 
man, by inviting him, without folicitation, to accept of a Fellowfhip in his college. Our 
author was defied Fellow in 1727, and from that time he chiefly refided at Eton in the 
Summer, and at his parfonagc-houfe in the Winter (*). His election into the college at (k) md. M> 
Eton was a benefit and ornament to that fociety. He was a faithful fteward in their 
fecular affairs, was ftridlly obfervant of their local ftatutes, and laboured that others 
fhould be the fame. He obferved, with concern, one hardfhip which the better the 
fchool is, muft the more frequently happen. This is, when the care of the matters, and the 
proficiency of the fcholars produce a more plentiful harveft than the vacancies of the col- 
lege can receive \ fo that many promifing youths are difappointed of that fuccefs which 
they have toiled for and deferved. Dr. Berriman, who was of too companionate a tem- 
per, not to feel their diftrefs, made, by his laft will, a coniiderable provifion towards a 
remedy ; thus fupplying, from his private urn, where the ftreams of royal bounty fail (/), (i) Ridley's 
While the Doftor's learned produdlions obtained for him the efteem and friendfhip of Scrmon ' p ' 170 
feveral able and valuable men, and, among the reft, of Dr. Waterland, it is not, at the 
fame time, furprifing, that, being written on fubjeds very likely to be controverted, 
they fhould excite againft him formidable antagonitts. Certain things cafually mentioned 
by him, in his Hiftorical Account^ relative to miracles, drew upon him the animadverfions 
of two writers. One of thefe, who then appeared without a name, and who treated our 
author with decency and refpect, was Dr. Conyers Middleton. Afterwards, indeed, when 
Dr. Middleton publifhed his Introduftory Difcourfe to the Inquiry into the miraculous 
powers of the Chriftian Church, and the Inquiry itfelf, he fpokc of Dr. Berriman with 
no fmall degree of feverity and contempt (m). In anfwer to the attacks made upon him, (m} P . 13. 
our Divine printed, in 1 73 1, A Defence of fome Pajfages in the Hiftorical Account. In 
1733, came out his brief Remarks on Mr. Chandler's Introduction to the Hiftory of the Inqui- 
fttioHy which was followed by A Review of the Remarks (»). In this controverfy, he ex- (») n« DiA. 
perienced the fevere pen of that acute and learned nonconformift ; and it was rather uhl f u * ra * 
unfortunate for Dr. Berriman, that he fhould expofe himfelf to the hazard of having the 
charge brought againft him of favouring, in any degree, the principles of intolerance. 
His next publication, which was more to his honour, and more for the common benefit 
of Chriftianity, being calculated for the defence of Revelation in general, was his courfc 
of fermons at Mr. Boyle's ledlure. Thefe had been preached in the years 1730, 1731, 
and 1732; and were given to the world, in two volumes, 8vo, in 1733. The author, in 
this work, ftates the evidence of our religion from the Old Teftament-, vindicates the 
Chriftian interpretation of the ancient prophecies; and points out the hiftorical chain and 
connexion of thefe prophecies. In the preface, he afferts the authority of Mofes, as an 
infpired hiftorian and law-giver, againft his old antagonift Dr. Middleton*, who, in a 
Letter to Dr. Waterland, had difputed the literal account of the Fall, and had exprefled 
himfelf in a manner not fufficiently orthodox concerning the Divine origin of the Mofaic 
inftitution, as well as the Divine infpiration of its founder (0). Befides the writings wc f«j Ridley, «d 
have mentioned, Dr. Berriman printed a number of occafional fermons, and, among the NewDkf *' 
reft, one on the Sunday before his induction to his living of St. Andrew Underfhaft, 
and another on Family Religion. He departed this life, at his houfe in London, on 
the 5th of February, 1749-50, in the 6zd year of his age. On the 10th of that month 
he was buried, and his funeral fermon was preached by the Rev. Glocefter Ridley, LL. B. 
who hath given a great character of him, both as a minifter of his parifh [A], and as a 

private 


[j4] As a mimfler of his parifi.] 1 Of his con- 

* fcientious difcharge/ fay* Mr. Ridley, ! of the 
c paftoral duty, I have almoft as many witnenes as 
« hearers. That found faith which influenced his 

* a&ions, he religioufly endeavoured to communicate 

* to others : and the pains he had taken to confirm 

* himfelf in the faith, pure and unmixt, was equal- 

* led by the fatherly care he took to recommend it in 
f the fame purity, and with die beft efFett. 

1 He prayed in the congregation with fuch a fe- 

* rious and unaife&cd piety, as improved the devo- 

* tion which he found in others, and kindled it where 

* he found it not. His fermons were well weighed 

* judicious difcourfes, aiming to ftrengthen your faith 

* and better your lives, thereby to procure you both 

* temporal and eternal happinefs. They were the 

2 


* effe&s of labour and ftudy, without the appearance 
' of it ; not the crude enlargements of zeal without 

* knowledge, but the fruit of great learning and in- 
1 duftry. Nor were they more carefully compofed, 
1 than happily delivered ; he had fo engaging an ar- 

* ticulation, that attention never flagged when he 

* fpoke, and the ready ear was pleafed in conveying 
f his leflbns to the heart.— Nor was he Iefs careful to 

* provide milk for babes, than itrong meat for thofe 

* of full ^ age; diligently catechiiing the children of 
' his parifh during Lent, and familiarly expounding 

* the Catechifm to them. — In folving doubts and di- 

* reeling confcience, a ready and nice Cafuift ; a 

* fcience of which he made himfelf mafter, notwith- 

* Handing the too general negle& in our congrega- 

* tions to afford opportunities of #xerciiing it.'- 

■ In 


BERRIMAN. BERTHEAU. 

private Chriftian [5]. Such was Dr. Berriman's integrity, that no ill ufage could pro- 
voke him, no friendfliip feduce him, no ambition tempt him, no intereft buy him, to 
do a wrong, or violate his confcience. When a certain Right Reverend Prelate, unfo- 
licited, and in pure refpett to his diftinguifhed merit, offered him a valuable prebend in 
his cathedral church of Lincoln, the Doftor gratefully acknowledged the generofity of 
the offer, but confcientioufly declined it, as he was bound from accepting of it by the 
ftatutes of his College. The greateft difficulty of obtaining a difpeniation was from 
(?) Uid. tbid, himfelf (q). In the year of his deceafe, forty of his fermons were publifhed, in two vo- 
lumes 8vo, by his brother, John Berriman, M. A. Reftor of St. Alban\ Wood-ftreer, 
under the title of c Chriftian Doftrines and Duties explained and recommended/ In 
1763, nineteen fermons appeared in one volume, under the fame title. With rtfpeft to 
Dr. Berriman's pradlical difcourfes, it is allowed that they are grave, weighty, and ufe- 
ful ; and well fitted to promote pious and virtuous difpolitions. But when he treats on 
the power, rights, and dignity of the priefthood, or on doctrines which have been greatly 
difputed, different opinions will be formed, according to the different fcntiments of his 
readers.] . K. 
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* In adminiftering the facraments, punctual and exact ; 

* in baptifm, not mixing the water of grace with the 
8 cups of intemperance, or blending Chriftian facra- 

* ments with Bacchanalian rites ; but making the 

* church the place of ingrafting into the congrega- 

* tion, and the hours of prayer the cuftomary feafons 

* of it ; that it might be done in the prefenceof more 

* witnefles, who might at lead have thofe opportuni- 
' ties of hearing the vows and promifes which them- 
1 i'elves had made. — In the Lord's Supper, fo con- 

* itant in officiating himfelf, that in the fummer, 

* when he generally relided at Eton, he journeyed 

* every month to be at the ftated celebrations of it, 

* to communicate with his parifhioners in thofe 

* pledges of love ; and that by partaking with them 
1 of that one bread, he might with them become one 

* body in Chrift, I Cor. x. 17. — In ftiort, his alTidu- 

* ous labours and exemplary life could not fail of 

* recommending religion in the cleareft light and 

* moft affecting manner/ 

[B] As a private Chriftian,] * In his family,* fays 
Mr. Ridley, ' he was a pattern of conjugal affection, 

* a chearful, tender, infeparable companion : to his 

* fervants an excellent mailer, who forgot not half 
' his duty, but was careful of their fouls as well as of 

* their bodies, by family devotion, order, and in- 

* ftruction. It pleafed not God to blefs him with 

* children in the courfe of nature, but he raifed 

* others to himfelf by adoption. And how true a 

* father he was to them, let his pleafures and his 

* griefs declare. When he faw the happy fruit of 

* his pious care in their education, the overflowings 

* of his heart were vifible ; rejoicing, like the great 

* Father of the world, when from a furvey of his 

* creation he faw that it was good ; a joy which fa- 
4 thers only in like happy circumftances can feel. 

* In proportion to fuch joy were his late forrows, 

* when it pleafed God to deprive him of one of thefe 

* comforts ; and if the lofs made deeper impreffions 


' than was expected in one whofe affections were fo 

* fubdued to the will of God, it proved, at leaft, 

* that in him adoption was as ftrong as nature. But 
9 having corrected his griefs, and religioufly fubmit- 
' ted to the divine appointment, it pleafed God to 

* give him reft from his trouble, that whom he 
1 mourned an adopted daughter loft, he might find 
■ again, and rejoice with a faint. 

' In general, he had affability without meannefs, 
f dignity without pride, learning without pedantry, 
' zeal without blindnefs, and piety without hypo- 
' crify. The mark at which he ftcadily aimed was 
' Heaven ; yet he was ftudious to ferve and entertain 

* his fellcw-travellcrs in their paiTage. 

4 His converfation was guarded and correct, yet 
( occasionally enlivened with great wit and vivacity; 
1 not polluted with the froth and hlthinefs of fafhion- 
' able mirth, but feafoned with the quicknefs of Attic 
< fait. 

' His charity was effufive ; not the ram fcattering 
' of weaknefs and indifcriminating good-nature, but 
c largely poured forth from principle, obedience to 
' God, and love to mankind ; increafed by great 

* prudence and ceconomy, for this purpofe, that he 

* might have to give to him that needeth y Ephef. iv. 
£ 28. and directed to proper objects, left he mould 

* give his goods to feed the poor without charity, 

* 1 Cor. xiii. 3. fo fecret, that fcarcely did his left- 

* hand know what his right-hand gave ; yet occa- 
1 ftonally fo large, that, as I am credibly informed, 

* it has extended, at one time, early in life, to more 
c than even half his fubftance.' Befides his extreme 
liberality to many of his relations, who flood in need 
of his help ; his buijding a new fair parfonage-houfe ; 
and his annual and occafional afliftance to the focieties 
for promoting Chriftian knowledge, propagating the 
Gofpel, Trim fchools, and the corporation of the 
Sons of the Clergy ; he performed many other acts 
of a more than ordinary bounty (1). 


[BERTHEAU (Charles), an eminent and ingenious French Proteftant Di- 
vine, long refident in the city of London, was born in the year 1660, ac Montpelier, 
where his father, whofe name alfo was Charles, was Minifter. He ftudied philofophy 
and divinity partly in France, and partly in Holland, and was admitted a Minifter in 
the Synod held at Vigan in 1681, being rhen only twenty-one years of age (a). He was, 
however, the next year, chofen Paftor to the church of Montpelier ; but he did not make 
any long ftay in that city, for he was foon after promoted to be one of the Minifters of 
the church of Paris, which met at Charenton {b). He continued in that ftation about 
two years, and though he was yet in very early life, he difcharged the paftoral duties to 
which he was called in a manner greatly to his reputation (V). But when Lewis the 
Fourteenth thought proper, by the revocation of the Editt of Nantz to drive his 

Proteftant 


[_A~] The revocation of the edicl of Nantz.] Mr. 
Hume fays, ' Lewis the Fourteenth, after having long 
' harafTed and molefted the Protectants, at laft re- 

* yoked entirely the edict of Nantz ; which had been 

* enacted by Harry the Fourth, for fecuring them the 

* exercife of their religion ; which had been declared 

< irrevocable, and which, during the experience of 

* near a century, had been attended with no fenfible 

< inconvenience. All the iniquities, infeparable from 

< perfecution, were exercifed againft thofe unhappy 
1 relis^onifts ; who became obftinate in proportion to 
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the oppreffions which they fufFered, and either co- 
vered under a feigned converfion a more violent ab- 
horrence to the Catholic communion, or fought 
among foreign nations for that liberty, of which 
they were bereaved in their native country. Above 
half a million of the moft ufeful and induftrious 
fubjects deferted France ; and exported, together with 
immenfe fums of money, thofe arts and manufac- 
tures, which had chiefly tended to enrich that king- 
dom. They propagated every where the molt tra- 
gical accounts of the tyranny exercifed againft them r 
"4 B 4 and 
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Proteftant fubjefts out of France, an aft equally repugnant to juftice, humanity, and 
the diftatesof found policy, Mr. Bertheau found himfelf obliged to quit his native country. 
He accordingly came to England in 168^ and the following year was chofen one of the 
Minifters of the Walloon Church in Threadneedle ftreet, London, where he difcharged 
the duties of the paftoral office for about forty-four years, in fuch a manner as procured 
very general applaufe. He died on the 25th of December, 1732, in the ieventy- third 
year of his age, exceedingly regretted by his congregation, and by all who had the plea- 
fure of being acquainted with him (d). He poffefTed confiderable abilities, was diftin- 
guifhed for his good fenfe and found judgment, and had, we are informed, fo retentive 
a memory, ' that it might be faid, he never forgot any thing of what he faw, read, or heard. 
* He underftood ecclefiaftical hiftory perfectly well, and might always be confuhed upjn 
< that fubjeft with fafety, for he would at any time name the perfons, and even the mod 
1 minute circumftances of time and place relating to the events upon which he was con- 
« fulted (<?)•' He was a very eloquent preacher, though it is intimated, that there was 
fomewhat unfavourable in his appearance. Two volumes of his fermons have been 
printed in French, from which we (hall feledt one or two ftriking paflages, which will be 
found in the notes [B]. It is faid in the General Dictionary, that he wrote 4 Dilcourles 
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' and revived amongft the Proteftants all thofe fenti- 

* ments of the bloody and persecuting fpirit of 
' Popery, to which fo many incidents in all ages had 

* given too much foundation. Near fifty thoufand 
' refugees palled over into England (r).' 

It appears, that the French refugees might fpeak 
in very ftrong terms of the tyranny and cruelty which, 
about the time of the revocation of the edift of Nantz, 
had been exercifed againft the Proteftants in France, 
without any exaggeration. Mr. Voltaire informs us, 
that in the year 1681, a declaration was publilhed, 
by which the children of Proteftants ' were permitted 
1 to renounce their religion at the age of feven years. 

* In confequence of this declaration, great numbers 

* of children were feized in the provinces, with a 

* view to make them objure, and troops were quar- 

* tered upon their parents (2).' The refult of this 
was, that the fame year, ' a great many families 
"of Poitou, Saintonge, and the neighbouring pro- 

* vinces, abandoned the kingdom (3).* To prevent 
1 thefe emigrations, efpecially with refpeft to arti- 

* fans and feamen, the punifhment of the gallies 

* was denounced againft all of thefe profelfions who 
4 ihould attempt to quit the kingdom (4).' 

Mr. Voltaire alfo fays, ' it was obferved, that a 
' great number of Calvinift families fold their eftates. 
i Immediately a proclamation appeared, confifcating 

* all thofe eftates, in cafe the feller fhould leave the 

* kingdom within the fpace of a year. The perfe- 

* cution was now redoubled againft the minifters ; 

* their meetings were taken from them upon the molt 
c frivolous pretences ; and all the rents and annuities 

* left by will to their iongregations, were applied to 

* the hofpitals of the kingdom (5).' 

* Towards the end of the year 1684, and in the 

* beginning of 1685, when Lewis XIV., ftill power- 

* fully armed, had nothing to apprehend from any of 

* his neighbours, troops were fent into all the cities 

* and caftles where the Proteftants were moft nume- 
<* rous ; and as the dragoons, who at that time were 

* very ill difciplined, committed the greateft exce/Tes, 

* this execution obtained the name of the DragonaJe, 

1 The frontiers were guarded with all poffible care, 
g to prevent the flight of thofe who were defigned to 

* be reunited to the church. It was a kind of chace 

* carried on within a large enclofure. A Bifhop, an 

* Intendant, a Subdelcgate, a Curate, or fome other 

* perfon in authority, marched at the head of the 

* foldiers. The principal Calvinift families were af- 
■ fembled, thofe efpecially who were judged moft 

* likely to fubmit. They renounced their religion 
€ in the name of the reft; and fuch as continued ob- 
f ftinate were given up to the mercy of the foldiers, 

* who had every licence, except that of killing: yet 
1 many were treated with fo much cruelty, as to die 
' foon after of the ufage they had received (6), 9 
Our author afterwards fays, that ' while the meet- 
€ ings of the reformed were thus demolifhed in all 

* parts, and abjurations were demanded in the pro- 

* vinces with an afrned force, the edict of Nantz was 
1 'at laft revoked in the month of Oftober, 1685 ; 

* which completed the ruin of the Proteftant caufe, 
• * already weakened and undermined on all fides (7).' 

The editt which revoked that of Nantz will ever 
■ reflect the greateft difhonour on the memory of that 
pompous tyrant, Lewis the Fourteenth, and on thofe 


who advifed him to that infamous meafure. His bigot- 
ted Chancellor, LeTellier, when he figned the edict of 
revocation, cried out with an air of joy, Nunc dimiftis 
fervum tuum 9 Demine, quia viderunt oculi mei falutcm 
tunm(). f He did not imagine,' fays Voltaire, (S) Voltaire, 
€ that what he then iigned would be productive of the ubi ju r ra. 
* greateft mifchief to France (9).' ^ 

[B] Tivo volumes of bis fermons have been printed.] 
The firft volume was publifhed in 17 12 ; and it was 
reprinted at Amfterdam in 1730, two fermons being 
then added to the volume, and the fecond volume 
publilhed at the fame time. Thefe two volumes con- 
tain the following fermons : 

Vol. I. I. Of enquiring after New in a Chriftian 
manner, Acts, xvii. 21. 2. On a New-year's day, 
2 Cor. iv. 8. 3- The Origin of Errors, Matt. xiii. 
25. 4. Of a good Confcience, Ads xxiv. 16. 5. On 
the Satisfaction of Chrift, 2 Cor. v. 19, 20, 21. 

6. A Charity-fcrmon, Acts, xx. 35. 7. On the 
Tranfgreflion of a fingle Commandment, James ii. 7. 

8. On the Contentment of a Chriftian, Philip, iv. 11. 

9. On Covetoufncfs, 1 Tim. vi. 9, 10. On the di- 
vine eftablilhment of the Chriftian religion. 11. On 
the eafinefs of Chrift's Yoke, Matt. xi. 30. iz x On 
Self-denial, Matt. xvi. 21. 

Vol. II. 1. On a Fall-day, Pf. xxxiii. 12. 2. On 
the Ufe of Affti&ions, 1 Cor. xi. 32. 3 On Obe- 
dience to the Faith, 2 Cor. x. v. 4. On the Love of 
God to the World, John, iii. 16. c. On the Ob- 
fcurity with which the Deity is fur rounded, Ha. xlv. 
15. '6. On the Vanity of the World, Ecclcf. i. 2. 

7. On Slander, James, iv. 11. 8. On Reftitution, 
Luke, xix. 8. 9. On the Myftery of Godlinefs, 
1 Tim. iii. 16. 10 On the Means of obtaining Sal- 
vation, Matt. xix. 16. 11. On the foolifhnefs of the 
Wifdom of the World, 1 Cor. iii. 19. 12. On the 
Effefts of the Death of Chrift, Heb. ii. 14, 15. 

The fermon on enquiring after New in a Chriftian 
Manner, is a very curious difcourfe, and we fliall 
therefore make fome extracts from it. It begins in 
the following manner: ' I am doubtful, my brethren, 
1 whether any of the great cities that have ever been, 

* or which fubfift at this day; have fo ltrongly re- 

* fembled the city of London, wherein wc now preach 

* the Gofpel, as the city of Athens, in which St. 

* Paul firft publilhed the truths of Chriilianity, and 
' which he found filjed with a rumour on the fubjc& 
' of a new religion, or of a new Deity, which they 
' imagined he had brought to them, under the name of 
' Anaftafisy or the Refurreftion. Athens was a con- 

* courfeof people of all nations, ranks, conditions, pro- 
1 feflions, and abilities, and of perfons of the moft op- 
c pofite characters. It was there that fliips arrived that 

* brought the riches of every part of the world : there 
c refided a multitude of confiderable merchants, who 

* trafficked with thefe commodities, and diftribuled 
f them on every fide : there was the feat of the auguit 
' fenate of Areopagus, which in majefty did not give 

* place to that of Rome, and which was fuperior to 

* it in merit, learning, and ability: there were af- 
c fembled men of letters of every clafs, mathemati- 
s cians, lawyers, poets, philofophers, orators, as the 

* public oracle of all the world, the fource of juftice, 

* and the center of wit and of fine tafte. This af- 
1 femblage of people, living in eafe and in opulence, 

* employed themfclves in learning fucfi news as might 

?ive 
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* upon the Catechifm/ which were fent into Holland to be printed ; but as we have not 
feen them, we cannot determine whtfrher they were ever publifhed.] , T. 


(10) Sermons 
furs divers u-x'.es 
de L'Ecriture 
Sainte, par 
tharles Ber- 
theau, tome i, 
P- i> 2, 3. 
F.Hit. Amft. 
1730. 


(11) The Royal 
Exchange, which 
is but 3. fmall 
diftance from 
the church in 
Threadneedle- 
ftreet, wherein 
this Sermon was 
preached. 


(1) Collinses 
Peerage of Eng- 
land, Vol.i. 
p. 255. 


* give them information in their, bufinefs, which 
' might afford employment for their underftandings, 

* and furnifh matter for their converfations and inter- 
' courie in fociety. In this picture you undoubtedly 
' recognize the city in which we live. The fituation, 
c the greatnefs, the concourfe of people, the opu- 

* lence, the wit, the learning, all are fimilar, but 
1 in a fuperior degree ; and which naturally produce 
' that earneft deiire of news, efpecially relative to 
' great events, which is fo infeparable from large 

* cities. The vice of fmaller and lefs populous 
1 places is a iblicitude after news of an inferior kind, 

* concerning particular families, and the neighbour- 

* hood ; and on this fubject they have a propenfity to 

* ram judgments and to ftander. But in great cities 
' men are a decided to news of a higher kind, to 
' matters of ftate, of religion, and of war, treaties, 

* navigation, and commerce ( 10). 3 

Mr. Bertheau then proceeds to divide his difcourfe 
into two parts ; in the firft, he fhews how men en- 
quire after news from a wrong principle and a bad 
motive; and in the fecond, he explains from what 
principle and in what manner we ought to enquire 
after news. Men enquire after news, he fays, firft, 
out of idlenefs, which makes them averfe to ferious 
bufinefs, and mere inclined to trifle away their time, 
by enquiring after news, and making their obferva- 
tions on the facts and occurrences, whether true or 
falfe, which they hear related. Secondly, a fpirit of 
curiofity is the fource of their eager nefs after news. 
Thirdly, they inquire after news from a principle of 
vanity. They are deiirous of collecting what in- 
formation they can refpecting public affairs, that they 
may communicate it again, and thereby appear pof- 
fefted of a great deal of political penetration, or be 
thought to be upon very intimate terms with thofe 
who govern the ftate, and to be acquainted by them 
with the moll fecret defigns, and the moil: important 
tranfactions. Fourthly, a fpirit of malignity leads 
fome to be defirous of knowing whatever pafles, and 
fuch perfons are delighted, when they can publifh 
fome difagreeable piece of news. Fifthly, they act 
from a fpirit of faction. Sixthly, men inquire after 
news from a principle of intereft. ' Commerce,* fays 
Mr. Bertheau, * produces this effect: in all great cities, 

* but it is no where more vifible than in this city 

* (London), and in a neighbouring place (11), which 

< is the general rendezvous of merchants. When I 
« pais through it, methinks I fee the very throne of 

< Mammon, where private intereft acts all its parts, 

< appears in every fhape, and difplays all its arts and 

< devices, to fupplant other people, and to difguife 


1 the true fituation of public affairs, and where every 
' one is always ready and difpofed to enrich himfelf 
1 at his neighbour's coil. But after all, what is the 

* main fpring, which puts all this world of covetouf- 

* nefs in motion ? What is the grand art there em- 

* ployed, to alter the courfe of exchange, to cry 
f down merchandifes, to raife their price, or to make 

* the public funds rife or fall? What is the my Iter y 

* of that game which hath cofl many fo dear, by 

* which fuch numbers have been ruined ; I mean 

* the game of transferring and of receiving ftocks, 

* of buying and felling, of making and breaking 
' bargains, and all this without a real fund, and 
€ by an imaginary traffic ? It is fome piece of 

* news, which a man pretends to know before the 
' public is acquainted with it, fome falfe fact, which 

* is artfully difperfed by fome perfon appointed for 
f that purpofe ; a mere probability, which is given 

* for an inconteftable fact ; it is a panic fear, or a 

* vain conjecture, raifed for fome private view. They 
' make the ftate flourifti, or reduce it to the brink of 

* ruin ; they beat the enemy, or are beaten ; they 
' take or lofe veffels ; the face of public affairs 
( changes and changes again a thoufand times ; and 

* this merely to enrich or to ruin fome private indi- 

* viduals. Such is the power of intereft", fuch the 
' zeal of men for knowing and publifhing news, 

* when they can find their account in it.' 

Mr. Bertheau proceeds, in the feventh place, to 
fhew, that men inquire after news from a fpirit of 
impatience ; and eighthly, from a fpirit of fuperfti- 
tion, which, he obierves, was very much the cafe 
with the Athenians. In the fecond part of hit dif- 
courfe, he fhews how the defire after news might be 
exerted in a Chriftian manner, in favour of the church. 
Firft, with regard to the propagation of Chriftianity 
among the infidel nations. Here he reproaches the 
Proteftants with the little zeal they have for the con- 
yerfion of the Heathens, and oppofes their coldnefs 
in that refpect to the great zeal of the Roman Ca- 
tholics ; and he clofes this head with praying for 
God's blefling upon the Society for propagating the 
Gofpel in foreign parts. Secondly, he fays, we 
ought to inquire about news in favour of orthodoxy ; 
and under this head Mr. Bertheau fhews himfelf to be 
fome what tinctured with bigotry. Thirdly, he fhews 
that we ought to inquire after news with relation to 
the temporal affairs of the church ; and laftly, that 
we ought to make ufe of the news we learn, in or- 
der to lead us to expect, and even to promote, thofe 
happy events, which God has promifed to his church. 


BERTIE, the name of a very ancient, illuftrious, and noble family, anceftors of 
the prefent moft noble Robert, Duke of Ancafter, and alfo of the Right Honourable 
the Earl of Abingdon. There are few families more ancient than this ; for we can, with 
great certainty, trace it as far back as the days of King Ethelred II,, between feven and 
eight hundred years ago. That we may make the more room for this article, we ftiall 
give the genealogy of the family down to Peregrine, the firft nobleman of it, in the 
note [si] \ and fhall confine ourfelves in the text to the Lives of Plregrine, Robert, 

and 


(*.) The prefent 
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mily. 


[A] We Jhall give the genealogy of the family in the 
notes.] This family originally came into England 
from Bert 2 land in Prufiia, when the Saxons invaded 
this nation ; and by the gift of one of the Saxon Kings 
had a caftle, and alfo a, town, which was denomi- 
nated from thence Bertiefet y now Berfted, near Maid- 
ftone in Kent ; Sted, and Stad, denoting in the 
Saxon language a town ( 1). It appears from an old 
manufcript in the Cotton library, that Leopald de 
Bertie was Conftable of Dover-caftle in the reign of 
King Ethelred, from whom defcended Hieronymus 
de Bertie, founder, or at leaft a great benefactor to 
one of the monafteries in Kent, the north part of 
which he built at his own expence, and was himfelf 
buried in a chapel there, where thefe arms were put 
up againft a pillar, <vi%* Three Battering Rams in 
pale (*). The faid Leopald quarrelling with the 
Monks of St. Auftin at Canterbury about tithes, 
which the Monks endeavoured to carry off by force of 
arms, a fight began, in which a fon of Leopald's was 


flain. Of this he complained to the King; but re- 
ceiving no fatisfaction, he flew to Siveyn, King of the 
Danes, for afiiftance, who invaded the kingdom with 
a powerful fleet, which was divided into two fqua- 
drons, one fteering towards Northumberland, and 
the other for Kent, where they joined Leopald's 
forces, and laid fiege to Canterbury, which they took 
in the year ion, leading the Archbifhop away cap- 
tive. But Sweyn dying, the fcale foon turned, for 
Ethelred miferably perfecuted the Danes ; and Bur- 
bach Bertie, the only furviving fon of Leopald, con- 
fcious of his father's actions, went to Robert, Kinp- 
of France, who received him honourably ; and having 
married a French woman, fettled there, where his 
pofterity continued til! the year 1 154, when Philip 
Bertie, with his family, accompanied King Henry 
the Second into England, and by that Prince's favour 
recovered his patrimony in Eerfted. This Philip had 
iffue Martin, who was father of Robert, and he of 
William, who had iffue Edward, father of Jerome, 

who 
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and Mount ague BERTIE, three perfons renowned for their valour and loyalty, 
and ornaments to their country \ and, as fuch, highly deierving a place in Englifli 
Biography. 

BERTIE (Peregrine), fon and heir of Richard Bertie, by Catherine, Dutchefs of 
Suffolk, and (in her own right) Baronefs Willoughby of Erefby (*), was, in the firft year 
of Queen Elizabeth, made a free denizen, by patent bearing date the 2d of Auguft, 
1559 ° n the death of his mother, he claimed the dignity and title of Lord Wil- 
loughby of Ereiby, wearing his mourning apparel at her funeral in all points as a Baron. 
The Queen having appointed Sir William Cecil, Knight, Lord Burleigh, Lord High- 
Treafurer of England ; Thomas, Earl of Suflex, Lord High-Chamberlain ; and Robert, 
Earl of Leicefter j to hear and fee the petition and proofs exhibited by the laid Peregrine 
Bertie, for the dignity of Lord Willoughby of Erefby, and they having made their re- 
port to her Majefty of his right and title to the fame, flie commanded them to declare to 
him, that, according to his right, her pleafure was, that he fhould be admitted to the 
dignity, and be named and called by the title of, Lord Willoughby of Ereiby (r). This 
they did in the Star-Chamber, on Friday the nth of November, 15^0 (his father being 
then living), and placed him at the table with them according to his rank, above many 
other Barons who dined with them ; and all of them drank to him by the name of Lord 
Willoughby : and on Monday the 16th of January following, he took his feat in Parlia. 
ment, next to Lord Zouch of Harringworth, according to his rank (d). In the year 
1582, the Lord Willoughby, with the Earl of Leiceiltr, and feveral other noblemen, 
was commanded to attend the Duke of Anjou (then in England, and who was to have 
married Queen Elizabeth) to Antwerp, which he did (*), the Queen herfclf going with 
them as far as Canterbury; and before the end of that year, his Lord Hi ip was fent Am- 
baffador to Frederick II. King of Denmark, under colour of carrying him the Order of 
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who lived at Berfted aforcfaid in the reign of King 
Henry the Fifth. This Jerome, one Sunday in Lent, 
hearing a Monk in a church exclaiming again ft a 
murder occafioned by his anceftor, rufhed in upon « 
him, and flew him ; for which ram ad he was ex- 
communicated by the Archbilhop, and was obliged to 
go to Rome to get abfolution ; which he did, upon 
condition that he mould afk pardon of the Archbilhop 
and Monks of Canterbury at public mafs, and pay 
two pieces of gold to the Convent, as the fruit of his 
repentance, and for the fouls of his anceftors. He 
afterwards became a benefactor, by new building 
their church at his own charge. To this Jerome fuc- 
ceeded Robert, who had alio ifTue Robert, father of 
William, who had ifTue Thomas, who was Captain 
of Hurft-caftle in the Ifle of Wight (2), in the reign 
of Henry the Seventh, and left ifTue Richard Bertie, 
Efq; This Richard had his education, firft, in Cor- 
pus-Chrifti college, Oxford (3), of which houfe he 
was a Fellow, and afterwards under Thomas Wrio- 
thefly, Earl of Southampton, Lord Chancellor of 
England ; and beingjingularly learned in the French, 
Italian, and Latin tongues, and an accompli fried 
Gentleman, he gained the affections of that great 
Dutchefs, Catherine, the fourth wife of Charles Bran- 
don, Duke of Suffolk, who left her a widow in 1545. 
She was, in her own right, Baronefs Willoughby of 
Ereiby, being daughter and fole heirefs of William, 
the laft Lord Willoughby of Ere/by (4). This Lady, 
being very zealous for the Reformation in the reign 
of King Edward the Sixth, drew both herfelf and her 
hulband into danger, through the malice of Bifhop 
Gardiner (5), who having fent for Richard Bertie 
her huhband, in the firft year of Queen Mary's reign 
(6), amongft other queftions touching his religion, 
a iked, ' Whether the Lady his wife was now as ready 

* to fet up mafs as ihe had been to pull it down, when 

* in her progrefs ihe caufed a dog in a rochet to be 
' carried, and called by his (Gardiner's) name ?' 
Upon this, Mr. Bertie being advifed by his friends 
that the Bifhop meant to call the Dutchefs his wife to 
an account for her religion, and forefeeing the dan- 
ger, he procured the Queen's licence to travel be- 
yond fea, under colour of looking after fuch debts as 
were due from the Emperor to the late Duke of Suf- 
folk, his Lady's former huhband ; and having ob- 
tained it, paffed the Teas at Dover in June the fame 
year, leaving her behind, who, in January following, 
went difguifed from her houfe in Barbican, and paf- 
fmg to Leigh in EiTex, privately took fhipping (7), 
and, after much danger at fea, met her huiband at 
Santon in Cleveland, where, after fome ftay, being 
like to be called to account for their faith by the 
Bilhop of Arras, they were obliged to hafte away on 


foot with her daughter, a child, and two fervants, to 
Wefei \ a hanfe-town in the duchy of Cleves ; where, 
after going through many hardfhips, at length they 
met accidentally with one who knew them, and had 
formerly been under obligations to the Dutchefs, and 
who therefore kindly entertained them till they got a 
protection from the magiftrates for their ftay there. 
They hired a houfe, and the Dutchefs was brought to 
bed of a fon, October 12, 1555, who was chrirtened 
Peregrine, becaufe he was born in a foreign country 
(Terra peregrina) (8) ; fince which, it is obfervable, 
there has been conftantly one of that name in the fa- 
mily. Mr. Bertie and his Dutchefs thinking them- 
felves happily fettled at Wefel, intelligence was fent 
them, that it had been contrived in England to feize 
them there ; upon which they were obliged to fly to 
Winbeim, a town in the Palfgrave's dominions, where, 
having ftaid till neceffaries began to fail them, it pro- 
videntially happened that the King of Poland, hear- 
ing of their dirtrefs, kindly invited them into his 
country (9). They fet out from Winheim in 1557 • 
but in their way underwent feveral great hardfhips, 
and were in danger of their lives from the Landgrave's 
foldicrs, who, upon occafion of a quarrel about a 
fpaniel which they had along with them, thruft boar- 
fpears into the waggon where the Dutchefs and her 
children were ; and pui firing her hufband into a vil- 
lage, had murdered him, if he had not forfaken his 
horfe, and run up a ladder which was fet to the top 
of a houfe, and thereby efcaped. After this they 
parted on quietly to Poland, where they were cour- 
teoufly entertained by the King, and were honourably 
placed in the Earldom of Crozan in Sanogelia ; in 
which place they continued in great quietnefs and 
honour till the death of Queen Mary, and then re- 
turned into England.— In the fixth year of Queen 
Elizabeth, Mr, Bertie having waited on the Queen to 
Cambridge, when the Univeriity for five days enter- 
tained her with comedies, tragedies, and orations, 
had then the degree of Mailer of Arts conferred on 
him (10). He died in 1582, aged fixty-four, having 
furvived his Dutchefs two years (11), and having if- 
five an only fon, Peregrine Bertie, before mentioned, 
and a daughter, married to Reginald Grey, Earl of 
Kent (12).— In the year 1680, Charles Bertie, En- 
voy Extraordinary to the Electors and Princes of Ger- 
many, in his paflage through the city of Wefel, 
caufed a ftone to be affixed over the porch of the 
church of St. Willebrode in that city, with a Latin 
mfcription, in memory of the birth of his anceftor 
Peregrine Bertie, in the manner we have related ; and 
likevvife procured a copy of the regifter, under the 
Common Seal of the fame city, certifying the faid 
(13)- B M. 
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BERTIE. 

the Garter : but the chief motive of his embafTy was, to induce that Prince to defift from 
certain cuftoms, which the Englifh merchant (hips paid him in patting the Sound, in 
which, however, it was not poflible^to fucceed (/). The Lord Willoughby, however, 
inverted his Danifh Majefty with theenfigns of the Order, put on the collar of rofes about 
his neck, and the Garter about his leg: but the other enfigns the King took to keep and 
lay up, refufing to put them on becaule they were outlandifh (g). He, like wife, refufed 
to take the ufual oath, having denied the lame thing before, when he was admitted to the 
Order of St. Michael by the French King In 1586, Lord Willoughby diftinguifhrd 

himfelf at the liege of Zutphen in the Netherlands, where, in a fharp encounter with the 
forces of that garrifon, he overthrew George Cfefiack* at that time Commander in Chief 
of the enemy's horfe, and took him prifoner (* ). The year after, he was made General of 
the Englifh auxiliary forces in the United Provinces, in the room of the Earl of Leicefter, 
who was recalled home (k). There he molt valiantly defended Bergen-op Zoom again ft 
the Duke of Parma, who had befieged it (*) ; and did many other fignal lervices in Flan- 
ders, and acquired great applaufe and reputation. In the year 1589, he was one of the 
Peers that fat on the trial of Philip, Earl of Arundel (/) ; and the lame year he was fent 
General of four thoufand auxiliaries into France, to the King of Navarre's afliftance ; and 
alfo carried with him twenty-two thoufand pounds Sterling in gold (m). He afliUed, and 
was very ferviceable, at the fiege of Paris, and alfo at the reduction of Mons, Alenjon, 
Falais, Luxon, and Honfleur ; and after the fatigue of a long winter's expedition, and a 
march of about five hundred miles, his troops were difbanded with great commendations 
for their good fervice (f), and a prefent of a diamond ring from the King of France to 
their brave General the Lord Willoughby. This his Lordfhip at his death left his fon 
.Peregrine, with a charge, upon his blefling, to tranfmit it to his heirs («). We do not 
find his Lord (hip engaged in any military exploits after this expedition to France. FJe 
had already atchieved enough to eftablifh his reputation as a great and able Commander, 
and there wanted nothing to raife his renown higher than it now was, to render him fairer 
in the eye of public eftimation, or to place him in a higher degree of conSdence and 
efteem with his Sovereign. Of this we have an inconteftable proof, in a letter written by 
the Queen, with her own hand, to this nobleman, by way of congratulation upon the 
recovery of his health ; at the fame time gently exhorting him to return again to his em- 
ployments and to Court, from which he voluntarily abfented himfelf (*) : for he had a 
magnanimity and greatnefs of fpiiit, that could not fubmit to the lervilenefs and flattery 
of a Court. This letter is penned in fuch a friendly and familiar ftyle, with fuch kind 
expreflions of gratitude for his Lordfhip's fervices, and genteel but juft encomiums upon 
his merit, as to fhew much good fenfe arid good nature in the writer. Where his Lordfhip 
was at the time her Majefty paid him this honour, we are not informed : but, from the 
letter, it fhould feem that he was fomewhere abroad ; though probably he might be only 
at Berwick, of which place he was Governor about this time, or, however, foon after: 
for his Will bears date 7th Auguft, 1599, at Berwick (0), five years after the date of the 
Queen's letter, which we have prelerved in the note [A\ as a curiofity which our readers 
will, doubtlefs, be pleafed to fee. Her Majefty had, fome years before this, given his 
Lordfhip a proof of her regard for him, by voluntarily offering to ftand godmother to his 
firft-born fon, Robert (the young General) (p) y as (he then called him), and which words 
he verified, as we fhall fee hereafter. This great nobleman departed this life in the be- 
ginning of the year 1601 (q) y and was buried, according to his defire, in the parifh- 
church of Spilfby, in the county of Lincoln, where a monument was eredled to his me- 
mory. His Lordfhip's Will is remarkable, and we have therefore given an extraft or two 
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\A} The Queen's letter , uohich we heme preferred 
in the note.] It is as follows. 

c . Good Peregrine, 

* E are not a little glad, that by your journey 

< you have received fuch good fruit of amend- 

* ment ; efpecially when we confider how great a 

* vexation it is to a mind, devoted to a&ion and ho- 

< nour, to be retrained by any indifpofition of body 
« from following thofe courfes, which, to your own 

< reputation, and our great fatisfaftion, you have 

< formerly performed. And therefore, as we mud 
c now (out of our defire of your well-doing) chiefly 

< enjoin you to an efpecial care to increafe and con- 

< tinue your health, which muft give life to all your 

< beft endeavours ; fo we muft next as ferioufly re- 
, commend to you this con fi deration, that in thefe 
€ times, when there is fuch appearance that we mall 

< have the trial of our beft and noble fubjects, you 
c feem not to affect the fatisfattion of your own pri- 
« vate contentment, beyond the attending on that 

< which nature and duty challengeth from all perfons 
« of vour quality and profeflion : For if neceflarily 

< (your health of body being recovered) you mould 
« elloigne yourfelf by refidence there from thofe em- 

Vou II. 


ployments, whereof we mail have too good ftore, 
you mail not fo much amend the ftate of your body, 
as happily you mall call in queftion the reputation 
of your mind and judgment, even in the opinion of 
thofe that love you, and are beft acquainted with 
your difpofition and difcretion. 
* Interpret this our plainnefs, we pray you, to our" 
extraordinary eftimation of you ; for it is not com- 
mon with us to deal fo freely with many ; and be- 
lieve, that you mail ever find us both ready and 
willing, in all occafions, to yield you the fruits of 
that intereft, which your endeavours have purchafed 
for you in our opinion and eftimation ; not doubt- 
ing, but when you have with moderation made 
trial of the fuccefs of thefe your fun dry peregrina- 
tions, you will find as great comfort to fpend your 
days at home, as heretofore you have done, of which 
we do wifti you full meaiure i however you fhall 
have caufe of abode or return. 

€ Your moft loving Sovereign, 

1 E.'R 

* Given under our fignet, at our 

* manor of Nonjuch, the fe- 

* venth of October, 1594, in 
' the 37th year of our reign/ 

4 C from 
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from it In the note [B]. Sir Robert Naunton (r) fays of him, c that he was one of the 
c Queen's firfl: fwordfmen, and a great mafter in the art military. 5 Another writer (s) 
records two or three things of him, which indeed fliew a great fpirit and manly refolution. 
They are briefly thefe : His Lordfhip having, in one of his campaigns, taken a fine gennet, 
managed for the war, and intended as a prefent for the King of Spain, he was impor- 
tuned by the Spanifh General to return it, with the offer of a thouiand pounds down, or 
an hundred pounds a year during his life. To this the Lord Willoughby replied, ' That 
i if it had been a General or Commander he had taken, he^would have freely fent him 
4 back ; but it being an horfe, he loved him as well as the King of Spain, and there- 
* fore would keep him.' Once, when his Lordfhip was confined to his bed with the 
gout, he had an infulting challenge fent him, to which he anfwered, < That although he 
c was lame of his h.inds and feet, yet he would meet his adverfary with a piece of a rapier 
c in his teeth/ He ufed to fay, 6 That a Court became a foldier of good (kill and great 
6 fpirit, as a bed of down would one of the Tower lions.' Camden (/) gives him the 
character of having a ve;ry generous temper, and true martial courage. His Lordlhip 
married Mary, the daughter of John Vere, Earl of Oxford, filler and heir of the whole 
blood to Edward, the feventeenth Earl of Oxford, and left iffue by her five fons ; Robert, 
Peregrine, Henry, Vere, and Roger ^ and a daughter, married to Sir Lewis Watfon, 
cf Rockingham caftle, in the county of Northampton, afterwards Lord Rockingham (//). 
His Lordlhip was fucceeded by his eldeft fon, Robert Bertie. 


[5] We have given an extracl or t zvo from his IV ill 
in the note.~\ It begins thus : ' In the name of the 
c ble/Ied divine Trynitie in perfons, and of omni- 

* potent Unitye in Godhead, who created, redeemed, 

* and fan&ified me, whom I fteadfaftlye beleeve will 

* glorifye this finfull, corruptible and flefhely bodye, 

* with eternal happinefs by a joyeful refurredlion at 

* the general Judgment, when by his incomprehenfible 

* juftice and mercye, having fatisfied for my finfull 
4 foule, and flored it uppe in his heavenlye treafure, 
■ his almightye voyce mail call all flefhe to be joyned 
1 together with the foule to everlaftyng comforte or 

* difcomforte. In that holye name I Paregrin Bcrtye, 
1 Knighte, Lorde Willoughbie of Wiiloughbie, Beke 
' and Erefbie, &c.' He then proceeds to difpofe of 
his ellates and efFe&s among his children, and goes 


on to ■ requefl her mod gracious Majefty, in moll 

* humble and dutiful manner, that in ibme refpedl of 

* his loyal and ready heart always to do her all faith- 
i ful fervice, her Majefty would be gracioufly pleafed 
? to grant the education and wardfhip of his ion and 

* heir, and one leafe of her Majefty's third part of his 

* lands, during his nonage, to the Lord Edward 

* Zouch, Sec. whereby her Majefty would moft loyally 
■ refpecl: his long and affectionate fervice towards her. 

* And for a fmall remembrance of his loyalty and 

* duty, which he had always obferved toward her 
8 Majefty, he delired Ihe would accept of a cup of 
? gold to the value of iool. or fome jewels to that 
4 value, as may belt content her, and beft reprefent 
\ the loyalty of his heart, &c.' 
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BERTIE (Robert) was born at London, December i6 t 15.82 (a). Her Majefty 
Queen Elizabeth, the Earls of Eflex and Leicefter, were his fponfors (*). This noble- 
man, when he was very young, (hewed an unufual forwardnefs and inclination to arms 
and military exercifes, and was prefent at feveral fieges ; as that of Amiens, under Sir 
John Bafkerville, and Sir Arthur Savage (b) ; that of Cadiz, under the Earls of Eflex and 
Nottingham, in 1596, where he was knighted for his valiant behaviour; and at the fa- 
mous battle of Newport, fought between Prince Maurice and the Archduke, in the year 
1600, when he was three times unhorfed, but remained ftill undaunted, and where eight 
hundred Englifhmen loft their lives (c). He was with the Earl of Cumberland when he 
took the caracks at Porto-Rico ; and alfo with Sir Richard Levefon, and Sir William 
Monfon, in 16024(d), when they took the great Spanifh carack, worth a million of 
crowns, and difperfed eleven gallies that guarded her (e). Having feen moft of the 
Courts and countries in Europe, his Lordfhip, in the firft year of King James I., fet up 
his claim to the Earldom of Oxford, as alfo to the title of Bulbeck, Sandford, and 
Badlefmere, and to the office of Lord High Chamberlain of England, as fon and heir to 
Mary, the fole daughter to that great family (f). After much difpute, he had judgment 
in his behalf, for the office of Lord High Chamberlain (g) % and the fame year took his 
feat above all the Barons (h). His Lordfhip was afterwards created a Knight of the Bath, 
at the inftallation of Prince Charles, afterwards King of England (7). During the peace- 
able reign of King James, he lived quietly at his feat in Lincolnfhire (*) : but in the next 
reign, which found employment enough for the moft aftivc mind, he greatly diftinguifhed 
himfelf. In the fecond year of King Charles I. he was advanced to the dignity r of Earl of 
Lindfey (I). In 1628, he was made Admiral, in the room of the Duke of Buckingham, 
murdered by Fclton at Portfmouth; in a few days after which, he failed with a large 
fleet to the relief of Rochelle, where he made many fcrave attempts to break through the 
great barricado acrofs the entry of that port, but all in vain (m). Four years after, he 
was elefted a Knight of the moft noble Order of the Garter, and one of his Majefty's moft 
honourable Privy-Council (»). The next year, the feventh of King Charles I., he was 
made Lord High Conftable of England, for the trial of Lord Rea and David Ramfay, 
in the Court Military (0) ; which patent was revoked the 20th of May (p). In the ninth 
of Charles I, he commanded a fleet of forty fail of men of war, for (ecpfiftg the Narrow 
Seas, and the jrade of England (q). In the eleventh of Charles I he was conftituted 
Lord High Admiral of England (r), having, according to the Hiftorian (i% been Ad- 
miral at fea in feveral expeditions ; and in 1639, on the Scots taking arms, he was made 
Governor of Berwick. In 1640, he was made Lord High Conftable of England, for the 
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tral of Lord Strafford, of which he had the management (/), being alio at that time (J^JSir^*! 

Speaker of the Houfe of Peers. This fame year his Majefly declared him General of his * ' " 
Hiftor^rcT 3 ^ orces W ; anc * ^ e was ever near Majefty's perfon. affifting him, to the very utmolt 
fe£Kon£%he°A- °^ P ower a " c ' abilities, with his advice in council, and his experience and valour in the 
judgment, 8™, field, as we flu 11 foon fee. He, and his fon, the Lord Willoughby of Erefby, afterwards ^/MbnteWi 
wVitiock?iMc. Karl °f Lindfey, were among thofe Lords who left the Houfe of Peers, and followed the of * 

• , c is • -\r \ • S- v 1 ' i • r> * rouble? or 

gionaif, p 6z. King to York, in 1642 (w)> where they enrered into, and figned a folemn engagement, Great Britain 

Peerage ot hng- ./? , , i • * * • n • i r r i ■ r to i ■• ■ i . T 

land, :.f to ltand by his Majefty, in defence or his perfon, crown, and dignity, and the main- 
i^Uhd p'4 6" f tenance °^ l ' ie eftabliflied laws and religion, with their lives and fortunes Qi): and ac- 
tapinVfiiftfof cordingly, the Earl of Lindfey and his fon railed the counties of Lincoln and Notting 
f.nEbnd,Voi.ii. ham, for the King's defence (y). They afterwards joined witri the other Lords, then 
clarendon's with the King at York, in a declaration or teftimony in vindication of his Majefly, pro- 
"wonf Voifi! - te ^i n g> they were fully perfuaded he had no intention of making war upon the Parlia- 
P . 673. ment, as was then reported, but that all his endeavours tended to the firm and conflant *™> Vol. i. 

fettlement of the Proteftant religion, the juft privileges of Parliament, the liberty of the whi 5 ttckVMt. 
f?i*^ worth ' iubjedl, and the law, peace, and profperity of his kingdom (z). Both thele declarations raori * ,s i p 
Mometth, P . wcre printed and publifhed, with the Lords names thereto, remaining as monuments of {^^^' 
their loyalty, and zeal for the honour of their Sovereign. 1 he brave Earl of Lindfey, 
this lame year, gave the laft proof of his affe&ion for his Majefly, and of his own per- 
fonal bravery, in the battle of Edgehill, fought on the 23d of October, 1642, in which 
his Lordfhip was killed, receiving a fhot in his thigh at the head of his own regiment, 
and his fon, t+ie Lord WjUou&hbVj taken prifoner (a). It is very proper to dive a more £*J D,, £ dil 
particular account of this famous battle, which we mall do, briefly, in the note [A]. Clarendon, 
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[vjf] It is ^very proper to give a more particular ac- 
count of this famous battle, which <zve jhall do briefly 
in the note.~\ The King's army confifted of about 
14,000 men ; that of the Parliament, under the com- 
(t RapIn'sHift. niand ofthe Earl of Efl'ex, of near 16,000 (1). The 
or Engl ndj-Vol. two armies being in fight of each other, nearKeinton 
in Warwickshire, on Sunday the 23d of October (2), 
the King drew up his army in the morning on Edge- 
hill, from whence might be feen all Keinton plain, 
where the Parliament's army Hood in battle array. 
The Earl of Lindfey was General of the King's whole 
army by his commiflion ; and, fays the Hiftorian, was 
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could not be k-pt back by their commanders, 
this while the foot of both armies were engage J, 
without victory inclining to either fide ; till at length 
Sir William Balfour, to whom the Earl of Elfex had 
given the command of the referve, turned the fcale : 
for, as foon as he faw the King's horfe fo eagerly em- 
ployed in the purfuit of the flying troops, he went 
and charged the foot in flank, and put them into fuch 
diforder, that the King, with the two Princes his 
fons, were in danger of being made prifoners. Then 
it was that the brave General, the Earl of Lindfey, 
being far engaged (3), received a mot in the thigh, ( s ) Whitlock's 


thought very equal to it (3). But Prince Rupert, the with which he fell, and was prefently encompaffed MemonaIs ;P 64* 


King's nephew, who was General of the horfe, was, 
by the King's particular favour and regard for him, 
exempted from receiving orders from any body but 
the King himfelf ; by which ftep all the horfe was 
entirely feparated from any dependence upon the 

(4) Clarendon, General (4) ; whofe advice alfo concerning the order 
vrfu/ra, of battle, and difpofition of the troops, the King re- 
jected for Prince Rupert's. It had been happier for 
the King, perhaps, if the Lord Lindfey had been 
fole director of the army ; fince it was the rafhnefs, 
or too great eagernefs, of Prince Rupert, that loft the 
day. Befides, this partiality of the King's to his 
nephew had created fome difcontent in the army, and 
made the Earl of Lindfey uneafy ; but it was far from 
ihaking his loyalty. Accordingly, the army having 
marched down the hill, and the King having given 
orders to charge the enemy in a valley under it, called 
the Valley of the Red Horfe, a name not unfuitable 

(5) Montelth, t0 ^ c ^ at ^ a >" (s)» tne General himfelf alighted at 
utifufra, the head of his own regiment of foot, his fon the 

Lord Willoughby being next to him with the King's 
regiment of guards, and bravely charged the enemy 

(6) Ruftiworth's in front (6). Prince Rupert, with the King's right 


with the enemy ; and his fon, the Lord Willoughby, (9) Dugdale's 
pioully endeavouring to refcue his father, was taken Bjr o" ? g ? >p-4^9' 
prifoner along with him (9) ; or, according to the vlT^ 0 " 
author cited in the margin (10), feeing his valiant Raping Hiftoryj 

Vol. xii. p. 18. 
Rufhworth's 
Hiftorical Col- 
le£Hons, Vol. iv. 
P- 547- 

( 10) Collins, in 


father wounded and taken prifoner, he voluntarily 
yielded himfelf to a commander of horfe on the rebels 
fide, that he might be near and attend him. At 
length, Prince Rupert returning from hu fatal pur- 
fuit of the rebels, found the hope of fo glorious a day 
totally vanilhed. His return, however, prevented hbV^agc'o? 
the King from being entirely routed : for Sir William England, Vol. i 
Balfour, who had only a fmall body of referve, feeing p. 267. 
the cavalry coming back from the chace, fuddenly 
quitted the fight, and went and fkreened himfelf near 
the Earl of Eflex's foot ; and could the King and 
Prince Rupert have perfuaded their horfe at that time 
to have charged the Parliament's infantry, who had 
hardly any cavalry to fupport them, it is very pro- 
bable they would have routed them, and obtained a 
complete victory. But the horfe that were returned 
from the purfuit in extreme diforder, could not be 
brought to charge the enemy, who flood in good or- 
ilerj though they were in great danger. It was three 


Hiftorkul Col- wing of horfe, advancing to charge the enemy's left o'clock in the afternoon before the fight began, and 
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wing, on a fudden Sir Faithful Fortefcue, who com- 
manded a troop of the Parliament's horfe, moving 
forwards with his whole troop from the grofs of the 
enemy's cavalry, and discharging their piftols on the 
ground, presented themfelves to Prince Rupert, and 
directly joined with him in charging thofe they had 
juft deferted (7). This unexpected defertion ftruck 
the Parliament's horfe with fuch a terror, each man 
looking upon his companion as upon ah enejny, that 
they were entirely routed, and pnrfued above two 
miles from the field of battle. But this long and 
unadvifed purfuit loft the King a complete victory. 
The Parliament's right wing ftood their ground no 
better than the left ; for they ran away full fpeed, 
and were purfued with the fame fury and the fame 
imprudence. What was moreover fatal to the King, 
was, that a regiment of horfe which ferved for a body 
of referve, thinking that the victory was now un- 
queftionable by the flight of the enemy's cavalry, 
with fpurs and loofe reins followed the chace, and 


it was now too late for the King to attempt to rally 
his infantry, who wcre in great diforder : and thus 
both armies kept their polls all night, and even the 
next whole day faced one another without renewing 
the battle. At laft the Earl of Ellex ordering hi] 
baggage to be drawn off, the King withdrew to the 
quarters he had taken the day before the battle; and 9 Jaren '* on ' 
the Earl of Eflex marched to Warwick (1 1). The 
number of ilain on the field of battle, and in the pur- 
fuit, was above 5000, of which the Jfing's lofs was 
about a third part (12) ; and the King's party took 
from the enemy feventy colours and llandards, with 
feven pieces of cannon (15), and loft only lixteen 
colours (14). Neverthelefs, both parties claimed the Brita:n, p. 1 
victory, though perhaps neither was more in titled to (i 4 ) R u f n _ 
it than the other ; for each in its turn was victorious, worth's Hiftori- 
and each beaten. Indeed, the Parliament loft more "1 Co!left\pn9| 
men, colours, ftandards, and cannon; yet ;hcv kept IV * P- 54*« 
the field in very good order, the doing which at lea ft 
faved them from the dilhonour of a defeat. But their 

lofs 


Vol. ii. p. 56. 
Rapin, Vol. xii. 
p. 20. 

(ii) Clarendon, 
ut fupra. 

(13) Monteith's 
Troubled of Gr, 
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After his Lordfhip was wounded, and taken away by the enemy, he continued, evert 
with his dying breath, his endeavours to ferve his royal matter, by feriouQy exhorting the 
Parliamentarian officers to return to their obedience and duty to the King i as we learn 

(b) Hlft of the from the Lord Clarendon in his character of this nobleman, which Is as follows ! 

*TS°M VOli * The Earl of Lindley, 5 lays he, < was a man of very noble extradion, and inherited a 
« great fortune from his anceftors, which though he did not manage with lb great care as 
« if he defired much to improve, yet he left it in a very fair condition to his family, 
< which more intended the increafe of it. He was a man of great honour, and fpcnt his 

* youth and vigour of his age in military anions and commands abroad: and aibeit he' 

* indulged to himfelf great liberties of life, yet he ftill preferved a very good reputation 
« with all men, and a very great intereft in his country, as appeared by the fupphes he 
6 and his fon brought to the King's army \ the feveral companies of his own regiment of 
« foot being commanded by the principal Knights and gentlemen of Lincolnfhire, who 

* engaged themfelves in the fervice principally out of their perfonal afreftion to him. He 
1 was of a very generous nature, and punctual in what he undertook, and in exafting 
c what was due to him ; which made him bear that reftri&ion fo heavily, which was put 
« upon him by the commiffion granted to Prince Rupert ; and by the King's preferring 

* the Prince's opinion, in all matters relating to the war, before his : nor did he conceal 

* his refentment : the day before the battle, he faid to fome friends with whom he ufed 

* freedom, that he did not look upon himfelf as General \ and therefore he was refolved, 
■ when the day of battle fhould come, that he would be at the head of his regiment, as a 

* private Colonel, where he would die.' (Which words of his-proved truly prophetical, 
as did alfo the other, when, going into the battle, he caft his eye upon young Prince 

(*) Echird's Charles, and faid, (*) There is the child that will end the war we now begin.) c He was 

Hv^ofEn 6 und, c carried out of the field to the next village ; and if he could then have procured furgeons, 

4 it is thought his wound would not have proved mortal. And as foon as the other army 

* was compofed, by the coming on of the night, the Earl of Eflex, about midnight, 

* fent Sir William Balfour, and fome other officers, to fee him, and to offer him all 

* offices, and meant himfelf to have vifited him. They found him upon a little ftraw,. 
1 in a poor houfe, where they had laid him in his blood, which had run from him in 

* great abundance, no furgeon having been yet with him \ only he had great vivacity in 

* his looks, and told them he was forry to fee fo many gentlemen, fome of whom were 
4 his old friends, engaged in fo foul a rebellion and principally directed his difcourfe to 

* Sir William Balfour, whom he put in mind of the great obligations he had to the King, 
4 how much his Majefty had difobliged the whole nation by putting him into the coin- 
4 mand of the Tower, and that it was the moft odious ingratitude in him to make him 
4 that return. He wiffied them to tell the Lord Eflex, that he ought to caft himfelf at the 
4 King's feet to beg his pardon, which if he did not fpeedily do, his memory would be 
4 odious to the nation : and continued this kind of difcourfe with fo much vehe- 
4 mence, that the officers by degrees withdrew themfelves, and prevented the vifit 
4 the Earl of Eflex intended him, who only fent the beft furgeons to him. But, in the 
4 very opening of his wounds, he died before the morning, only upon the lof§ of blood, 
4 He had very many friends, and very few enemies, and died generally lamented.* 
The Lord Lindfey's wound not being thought mortal, nor even dangerous, his death was 
imputed to the Earl of Eflex, as if he had purpofely neglefled, or forbidden the per- 
forming of any neceflary offices to him, out of the infolence of his nature, and in revenge 
of fome former uakindnefies that had palled between them. But the above account clears 

him from fuch imputation; and the Lord Clarendon, in another part of his work (c), <v/ m of tft« 
acquits his Lordfhip, attributing the unfortunate Lord Lindfey's want of afliftance to the Rebellion, vol. 
hurry and diftradion the rebels were in at that time. This great nobleman married Eli- p * s '' 
zabeth, the only child of Edward, the firft Lord Montague of Boughton in Northamp- 
tonfhire, by whom he had five daughters and nine fons (d) ; Montague, his fucceflbr ; (d) j.s.inOf-, 
Roger, Knight of the Bath at the coronation of King Charles L; Robert, Peregrine, «^*/ m ' f 7 * 
Francis, who was Captain of horfe, and killed in the King's fervice in Ireland, in 1 641 oigdiie^W 
Robert, fixth fon : Henry, who was alfo Captain of horfe, and loft his life in the King's rona 6 e ' P ' 4I0# 
fervice at the battle of Newbury ; Vere, and Edward. His Lordfhip was fucceeded by 
his eldeft fon, Montague Bertie. 

lofs was much more than equalled on the other fide, * L I N D S E Y, 

by that irreparable one of the great Earl of Lindfey, .you cannot be morc fenfible (as I believe) of 
ihan whom the king had not a more valiant, expe- , * father>s ]ofs than fe , f his death ^ 

v nCe t' ° r r J althful °^ r ; k eft i- n fl h i S T H r ' firmi "S the eftimation I ever had of him: As for 

King himfelf was very fenf.bly affcfted with the lofs , fclf the double fuftri havc h d fo 

of this ereat nun, and the impnfonment of his fon ; « au- l^k ;« ,^„. c^+u > r j 

j * /* j r t ^ 1 . . 1, , ' lake, both in your father s perfon and your own, 

and m a few days after the battle, with all the ten- t riMfc „ ' „ a -£i tr 7 fc 1 ' 

1 r c \ 1 „ c 1, , * . r P uts u P on me the ltricter obligation, not only to 

dernefs of a parent, he wrote the following: letter with < t A fi rt ,.* +~ rt * , 6 * « j ? , 

1 - 1 j j * n. j r l »;,_> Jfi Jr T , reltore you to your liberty (now uniultly detained 

Wwnha^ . from } b ^ a , fo ^ ^ J J d b 

High Chamberlain of England, and figned with his , adions how rcaU j 

sign Manual. This letter, fo much to the honour of * 

the family, is no where extant but in Mr. Echard's * Your moft aflured, 

(*$) tchard, Hiftory of England (15), who had it from the ho- dyno> 27 OB. c c a f . , 

p. $49- nourable Charles Bertie of Uffington, on purpofe to 1642. conitant rnena, 

be by him publifhed, which it never had been till • CHARLES R.' 

then. We mail, therefore, give it a place here, as» 

highly deferving the reader's notice. B m. 
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6ERTIE. BERTON. 

BERTIE (Montague), whom in the lad article we have followed (by the 
name of Lord Willoughby of ErefbyJ to the battle of Edge-hill, where, we have ften, 
he was taken piiloner, by endeavouring to re (cue his father, being afterwards exchanged 
(a) f went to Oxford, where the King then was, who joyfully received him {b) and he 
as refolutely adhered to his Majefty's fervice, commanding the regiment of life-guards in 
feveral battles, as at Newbury, twice, Cropredy, Leftwuhid, and other places ; as alio in 
the fatal battle of Nafeby (r), where he was wounded. He had a (hare likewife in all the 
misfortunes of that King, being one of the Gentlemen of his royal Bedchamber, and of 
his Privy-Council, attending him even to the time his Majefty put himfclf into the hands 
of the Scots (d). At the treaty in the Ifle of Wight, the King fent for him, to be 
one of his CommifiTioners and adviiers (<?). After the execution of the King, the Earl 
of Lindfey, together with the Duke of Richmond, the Marquis of Hertford, and Earl of 
Southampton, defired leave to perform the laft duty to their dead mailer, and to wait 
upon him to his grave, which they were permitted to do \ and accordingly they attended 
the royal corpfe to Windfor, where it was buried (f). After this, the Lord Lin d fey 
compounded, and lived privately ; expedting and endeavouring the reftoratidn of Mo- 
narchy and Epifcopacy y which being effected, King Charles II. conftituted him one of 
his Privy-Council (g), and his Lordfhip was alio appointed one of the Judges at the trials 
of the regicides (b) - 9 and afterwards elefted a Knight of the molt noble order of the 
Garter, at a chapter held at Whitehall, the firft of April 166c At the King's corona- 
tion, exhibiting his claim for the exercife of that great hereditary office of Lord High- 
Chamberlain of England (f), and for the reception of fueh fees and benefits, as his noble 
anceftors had heretofore enjoyed, he did accordingly, on that iolemn occafion, execute 
the office of Lord High-Chamberlain, and received thofe fees arid benefits which were of 
right his due (k). His Lordfhip died at Campden houfe in Kenfington, the twenty fifth of 
July, 1666, aged fifty-eight years, and was buried at Edenham, in the vault with his 
noble father. Mr. Archdeacon Echard gives this character of the Lord Lindfey (I) : c He 
fc was, fays he, one of the Quadrumvirate, that had been fo eminently diftinguifbed for 
* their unparalleled loyalty to the late king-, a brave experienced foldier \ a great patron 
4 of ulefui learning and ingenuity; an honeft, frugal, and faithful Englifhman, and a 
4 true patriot, and imitator of the ancient nobility, whofe grandeur confided neither in 
4 rich cloaths nor fine courtfhip : after he had waded through an ocean of difficulties, he 
4 died in quiet, peace, and honour.* He married to his firft wife, Martha, daughter of 
Sir William Cockayn, of RuOiton in Northamptonfhire, widow of the Earl of Holder- 
nefs, by whom he had iffue five fons, Robert, Peregrine, Richard, Vere (one of the Ba- 
tons of the Exchequer in the reign of King Charles II , and afterwards one of the Judges 
of the Common Pleas), and Charles; and three daughters. By his fecond wife he had 
two fons, James and Henry, the firft of which (who was Lord Norris by defcent from 
his mother, who was in her own right Baronefs Norris of Rycote) was, on account of 
his noble defcent and eminent fervices to King Charles II. (as his patent fets forth ) by hirri 
created Earl of Abingdon, the thirtieth of November, 1682, 34 Car. II. , and was the 
great-grandfather of the prefent Earl of Abingdon. To Montague Earl of Lindfey 
fucceeded Robert, his eldeft fon, who the fame year his father died, was fworn of hii 
Majefty's Privy-Council. He was fucceeded by his eldeft fon Robert, the fourth Earl of 
Lindfey, who was one of the Privy-Council to King William III., and Lord Lieutenant 
and Cuftos Rotulorum for the county of Lincoln. On the 29th of December, 1 706, 
the. fifth of Queen Anne, he was created Marquis of Lindfey (m) ; and in the next reign, 
on the firft of October, 1714, he was fworn one of his Majefty's Privy-Council-, and in 
the fame month he was made Lord Lieutenant and Cuftos Rotulorum for the county of 
Lincoln, being likewife, on the twenty-ninth of July, 1715, created Duke df Ancafter 
and Kefteven. His Grace dying in 1723 (»), was fucceeded by his eldeft furviving fon, 
Peregrine, who foon after was fworn of the Privy-Council* and appointed Lord Lieutenant 
and Cuftos Rotulorum of the county of Lincoln, in which pofts he was alfo continued by 
King George the Second, and he was fucceeded by his eldeft fon Peregrine, the late 
Duke of Ancafter. 
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(r) Bale and 
Pifts, ubifupra* 


BERTON (William), an eminent Divine of the XlVth century, and Db&or in 
that faculty, flourifhed about the year 1381, in the reign of Richard II., and was fome 
time Chancellor of the univerfity of Oxford {a). He is chiefly remarkable for his oppo- 
fition to the do&rines of WicklifF : for, by virtue of his office, as Governor of the uni- 
verfity, he appointed twelve Cenfors, fix of the order of Mendicants, and fix Seculars, 
confifting of Divines and Lawyers, to examine WicklifPs opinions ; who accordingly 
declared him an Heretic (b). He wrote likewife againft that pretended Herefiarch \_A\ 
And for this reafon it is, that his character is fo differently reprefented by Bale and 
Pits [£]. 


[J] He wrote againft WickliffeS\ He wrote feveral 
pieces upon the fubje& of Wickliff's pretended He- 
refy ; particularly Determinations againft Wickliff ; a 
T rcatife concerning his juft condemnation ; and another 
againft the Articles extracted from his writings (1). 

Vol. II. 


fa) Bile us, de 
Script. Brit, 
Centur, vi. n. 
89. ei Pits de 
Jlluftr. Angl. 
Script. an t j 
n. 670. 


[B] His character is differently reprefented by Bale 
and Pits.] Bale, as a Proteftant, abufes him plenti- 
fully for his profecution of WicklifF, whom he calls a 
moft pious Divine. He reprefents our Chancellor a's 
exalting the Pope (whom he ftiles Romulus's Vicar in 
4 parricide) 


0 


a86 


BETTERTON. 


(2) Bale, ibid. 


(3) Ibid. 


parricide) above all that is called God, or that is 
<tvorJhipped. ' Primus omnium fuit, qui Romuli in 

* parricidio vicarium Papam fuperbimmum, fuper 

* omne quod dicitur Deus, aut quod colitur, extollens, 

* Joannem Wicklevum, piiffimum Theologum, pub- 

* lice damnavit, et apoftaticis bullis hereticum decla- 

* ravit (2).' Next to Berton, he falls upon the twelve 
whom he treats as aduated by a Spirit of fa- 


nicious doctrines of Wickliff, and his judgment in 
thinking it his duty to bring them under public cen- 
Aire. Hie cum effet 4)ir pius, doclus, prudens, et in- 
genio perfpicaci, 'vidit peftilentem IVukleji dofirinam ad 
Ecclefa perniciem tendere, et ad multarum animurum 
interitum. Square ad officii fut rationem perti?iere jaidi- 
cavit fuper hoc religion is negotio inquire re, et re accu- 
ratius examinata, competentes judices in tota caufa con- 


ftituere^Y ^ehold here the ftrange and deplorable ( , p . £ 
in their condemnation of Wickliff. / Qui omnem in eftcft of religions prejudice! The fame action, , in the pr0% 
1 ilium exercentes tyrannidem, fanatico fpiritu agitati, 
* vocibus et fcriptisDei veritatem in ej damnabant (3)/ 
Pits, on the contrary, being a zealous Papift, com- 
mends the piety, learning, prudence, and fagacity of 
the Chancellor, in detecting the erroneous and per- 


opinion of one writer, is no lefs than maintaining the 
caufe of Antichrift ; in another's, it is the dictate of 
piety, prudence, and every good quality; and the 
fame doctrine is at once a peftilent error, and the truth 
of God himfelf. B. 


(a) See this 
point cleared in 
note [^fj. 


(b) From the 
information of 
the Jatc Mr. 
Southern, 
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Life of Better- - 
ton. 


BETTERTON (Thomas), the moft famous Aftor upon our ftage, and who might 
be very juftly flyled the EngHfli Rofcius. He was the fon of Mr. Betterton, Under-Cook 
to King Charles L, and was born in Tothill-ftreet in Weftminfter, fome time in the year 
1635 (a). Having received the rudiments of polite learning in feveral fchools, and (hew- 
ing'a great propenfity to reading, it was once propofed that he fliould have been brought 
up to fome learned profefllon i ' but the violence and confufion of the times putting this out 
of the power of his family, it was, at his own requeft, agreed, that he fliould be bound ap- 
prentice to a Bookfeller {b) ; and accordingly he was fo put to Mr, John Holden, a perfon 
in thofe days very famous, and much in the confidence of Sir William D'Avenant (<:); £f^?*£* 
though this, as almoft^very other circumftance of the earlier part of Betterton's life, is fub- £ m , 
jeft to fome difpute [A]* It is, therefore, a very difficult thing to tell how, or when, he came 
upon the ftage : not becaufe we have no accounts of this matter, but becaufe thofe accounts 
differ from, and indeed are irreconcilable to, each other. Yet, upon examining them 
clofely, and comparing all their circumftances, it feems to be highly probable, that he be- 
gan to aft under the direftion of Sir William D'Avenant, in 1656 or 1657, at the Opera- 
Houfe in Charter-Houfe Yard (d) [B], He continued there till the Reiteration, when the 


[J] Is fubjefi to fome difpute.] There are very few 
lives in which the dates and circumftances are more 
difficult to be fettled with tolerable certainty than 
this ; which probably arifes from nothing fo much as 
perfon s affirming facts upon memory, in which they 
were liable to be miflaken, and others committing 
(1) The title of them to writing without difcerning their miftakes. 

As for inftance, Mr. Charles Gildon, who drew up a 
kind of rhapfody, to which he gave the title of Mr. 
Betterton's Life (1), tells us, that at his deceafe he 
was feventy-five years of age. Another author fays, 
that he was about feventy (2) ; and a perfon who had 
reafon to be better acquainted with his hiftory, af- 
fures us, that he was confiderably above that age (3), 
In all this we have nothing of certainty : but the late 
Mr. Southern, who was very well acquainted with 
Mr. Betterton, when applied to upon this head, re- 
collected that on his lafl benefit Mr. Betterton de- 
clared he was in hist feventy- fifth year; if fo, that 
fixes the time of his birth very exactly. It is affirmed 
alfo by Mr. Gildon, that he was bound to Mr. 
Rhodes, a Bookfeller, and that he was fellow-prentice 
with Mr. Kynafton (4) : but if Mr. Betterton might 
be allowed to know this fact better than any body 
elfe, he told the late Mr. Pope that he was bound to 
Mr. Holden (5). But whether he might not after- 
wards live with Mr. Rhodes, is a queftion not eafy to 
be anfwered at this diftance of time, and when there 
are fo few people living to whom any application 


this book is 
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* Spanijh Curate, and many more. But while our 

* young actor is thus rifing under his matter Rhodes, 

* Sir William D'Avenant getting a patent of King 
1 Charles II., for erecting a company under the name 

* of the Duke of York's fervants, took Mr. Betterton, 
f and all that acted under Mr. Rhodes, into his com- 
« pany.' We find this account copied by feveral 
writers, though it is evidently inconfiitent in its parts, 
and hardly one of the facts related in it true. Accord- 
ing to this account, Mr. Betterton became an actor 
in 1659, and yet at the age of twenty-two (1657) he 
had great applaufe by acting, that is, he was a great 
actor before he was an actor at all. Sir William 
D'Avenant is fa id to have erected a company after 
the Reiteration, and to have compoled it chiefly of 
Mr. Rhodes's actors : whereas in fact he was Mailer 
of a playhoufe before the Rcftoration, and indeed of 
that very houfe, and of thofe actors which are here be- 
llowed upon Mr. Rhodes (8) ; fo that it is very plain (8) Sec the ar- 
that this account is falfe, or at lead very inconfiftent tic,e D'AVE- 
and inaccurate. The truth of the matter was thib ; NANT ( Sir 
Sir WilliamD'Avenant with much difficulty obtained William) ' 
leave from thofe who were then polfe/Ted of the go- • 
vernment, to reprefent a kind of Operas for Tra- 
gedies and Comedies he was not permitted to act ; 

and he opened at Rutland-houfe, in Charter-houfe 
Yard, May 23, 1656, and afterwards removed to the 
Cockpit in Drury-lane, which was over-againft the 
Caftle tavern ; and there it was that Mr. Betterton 


of Milton, p.90. could be made with any tolerable hopes of receiving firft appeared, For his mailer, Mr, Holden (o), ha- (o)UfeofBeu 


(6) Hiftory of 
Europe, 17 10, 
p. 26. 

(7) Life of Bet- 
terton, p. 5. 


an anfwer with certainty. 

[B] At the Opera-boufe in Charter-houfe Tard.] We 
are told by a certain author, from a kind of tradition, 
that Betterton, being a Bookfeller's prentice, and 
coming to the playhoufe about his mailer's b urine fs, 
took a fancy to the llage, and fo became a player (6). 
Mr. Gildon, in his book before mentioned, gives us 
quite another account of the matter (7). * That, fays 


vi ng printed Sir William's poem, called Gondibert, t.rton, p. 5. 
and afterwards many other performances of his, Bet- 
terton became thereby known to that Gentleman ; 
who, finding him a very capable perfon, took great 
pains in the inilructing him, and gave him the finl 
relilh for theatric entertainments, as himfelf frequently 
acknowledged ; and therefore we have reafon to 
think, that this point is at laft freed from thofe diffi- 
culties with which it has been hitherto incumbered. 


he, which prepared Mr. Betterton and his fellow 
' prentice for the ftage was, that his mailer Rhodes and that the fact ought to Hand as it has been repre- 
c having formerly been wardrobe-keeper to the King's fented in the text. 
1 company of comedians in the Black-Fryers, on Ge- 

* neral Monk's march to London in 1659, with his %* 

* army, got a licence from the powers then in being, 

* to fet up a company of players in the Cockpit in 

* Drury-lane, ana foon made his company complete ; 

* his apprentices, Mr. Betterton for men's parts, and 
4 Mr. Kynafton for women's parts, being at the head 

* of them. Mr. Betterton was now about twenty-two 
f years of age, when he got great applaufe by act- 

* ing in the Loyal Subjecl, the Wild-Goofe Chafe, the 

3 


[The age of Betterton is a matter of no great 
moment, fays a learned correfpondent, nor doth it 
fignify whether fuch a pitiful fcribler as Gildon was 
miftaken or not ; but it is of ufe to confider the im- 
port of evidence. It may, therefore be obferved, 
that Gildon, when he faid that Betterton was twenty- 
two when he came upon the ftage, fuppofed that he 
was of that age in 1659, not in. 1657. So here is no 
inconfiftency.] 

face 


(k)Uit of Ect- 
Urton. 
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face of theatric affairs changed entirely, and two diftinft companies were formed by royal 
authority, the firft in virtue of a patent granted to Henry Killegrew, Efq-, his heirs and 
affigns, which was called the King's Company, the other in virtue of a like patent, granted 
to Sir William D'Avenant, his heirs and affigns, which was ftyled the Duke's Company (e). 
The former afted at the Theatre Royal in Drury-Lane, and the latter at the Theatre in 
Lincoln's-! nn Fields. In order that every thing might appear to the utmoft advantage, 
and the Englifh Theatre want none of the decorations ufed abroad, Mr. Betterton, by 
command of king Charles II., went to Paris to take a view of the French ftage, that he 
might the better judge of what would contribute to the improvement of our own (f). 
Upon his return, fuch meafures were taken, as it was apprehended would give the 
greateft luftre to the Englifh ftage ; and for feveral years, both companies adted with 
the higheft applaufe, and the utmoft reputation (g) [C\. The Theatre in LincolnVInn 
Fields being very inconvenient, they caufed another to be built for them in Dorfet 
Gardens, which was called the Duke's Theatre, to which they removed, and followed 
their profefiion with all the fuccefs they could defire, under a reign, which might be 
truly ftyled a reign of pie afar e (b). In 1670, Mr. Betterton married a gentlewoman on the 
lame ftage, one Mrs. Saunderfon, who excelled, as an Aftrefs, every thing but her own 
conduit in human life. In her he was completely happy, and by their joint endeavours, 
even in thofe days, they were able, not only to acquire a comfortable fubfiftence, but alfo to 
lave what might maintain them in their advanced age (i). After Sir William D'Avenant's 
death, the patent came into the hands of Dr. Charles D'Avenant his fon, fo well known to 
the learned world, for his admirable political writings. But whether his genius was lefs 
fit for the adminiftration of fuch a government, than that of his father, or that the King's 
Company was really fuperior to his in afting, fo it was, that they gained the hearts of 
the town, and Dr. D* A venant was forced to have recourfe to rich fcenes and fine rnufic. 
for the fupport of a ftage upon which Betterton played (k). The Doftor himfelf wrote 
the Opera of Circe, which came firft on the ftage in 1675, and was received with fuch 
applaufe, as gave hopes of fucceeding in this new way [0]. The fame year a Paftoral of 
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[C] ASled with the utmoft applaufe, and the higheft 
reputation.] It has been fuppolcd that Betterton in- 
tioduced moving fcenes into our theatre, which before 
had the Huge only hung with tapeftry. I cannot posi- 
tively fay whether the faft be true or not, but if it 
was true, and as it is alfo faid, inftead of being ap- 
plauded, he was cenfured for it, his cafe was certainly 
hard; for as Mr. Gildon very juftly obferves, thefe 
fcenes help the reprefentation, by giving the fpectator 
a view of the place, which, though not ncceftary 
where the unity in that refpect is ftrittly obferved, is 
however very convenient where that is difpenfed with, 
as generally it is in our plays (10). The tafle for 
dramatic entertainments was never higher than while 
thefe two companies played ; and Mr. Gibber, who 
is certainly a very good judge of the fubject, has 
given us three ftrong reafons for it. Firft, that plays 
having been fo long prohibited, people came to them 
with greater eagernefs, like folks after a long faft to 
a great feaft. The fecond was, that women were now 
brought upon the ftage, which muft have been a very 
great advantage ; for on all former ftages female cha- 
racters were performed by boys, or young men, of 
the moft effeminate afpeci. The third, that a rule 
was eftablifhed, by which no play acted at one houfe 
could be attempted at the other. All the capital 
plays therefore of Shakefpear, Fletcher, and Ben Jon- 
ibn were divided between them, by the approbation 
of the Court, and their own alternate choice ; fo that 
when Hart was famous for Othello, Betterton had no 
lefs a reputation for Hamlet. By this order the town 
was fupplied with greater variety of plays than could 
poflibly have been fhewn, had both companies been 
employed at the fame time upon the fame play ; 
which liberty too mult have occafioned fuch frequent 
repetitions of them, by their oppofite endeavours to 
foreftall and anticipate one another, that the beft 
aclors in the world mult have grown tedious and tafte- 
lefs to the fpectator. When thefe reafons are confi- 
dcred, and withal the number of great actors that 
were then upon the ftage, and the many new plays 
that appeared while thefe two companies continued, 
we mail not be furprized at the reputation the theatre 
was then in, or afcribe it to .mere prejudice, that ma- 
ny fen Able people have fpoken in fuch high terms of 
the dramatic performances of thofe days (u). To 
fay the truth, the ftage was then fo much the care of 
the ftate, or at ieaft of the Court, that whenever any 
difputes arofe, they were generally decided either by 
the King, or his brother the Duke of York; which 
not only kept the players in order, and in that obe- 


dience which was requifite to the patentees, but gave 
them likewife figure and character in the world as 
gentlemen, and the immediate fervants of their Prince 

(12) . So that if this account juftifies the high fenti- 
ments entertained by fome of our moft judicious wri- 
ters, it at the fame time fhews us upon what motives 
thefe fentiments of theirs are grounded ; and clearly 
proves, that if performers were better in thofe times 
than in ours, it is becaufe they were in a better con- 
dition, that is, were under better regulations ; for as 
to pay, it was very far from being fo good. Mr. 
Hart, the beft performer in the King's company, had 
but three pounds a week, and very probably Mr. Bet- 
terton had not then fo much ; and befides, benefits 
were things unheard-of in thofe times. So that we 
may plainly perceive, that a profefiion is not always 
in the higheft credit when it produces the greateft 
profit ; which however is a maxim not altogether con- 
fined to playhoufes ; for in this, as in many other 
cafes, the theatre and the world are but too much 
alike. 

[Z>] As gave hopes of fucceeding in this new <way.] 
It is a very difficult thing to write the hiftory of the 
theatre with accuracy, ana yet it is very well worth the 
knowing. Few authors have done fo much towards 
this as Mr. Cibber ; and no wonder, fince, perhaps, 
never any man under ftood this fubject better. What 
he fays of the decline of the Duke's company is very 
clear, and very confiftent with good fenfe and truth 

(13) . ' Thefe two excellent companies were both 
1 profperous for fome few years, till their variety of 
4 plays began to be exhaufted. Then of courfe the 

* better actors (which the King's feem to have been 

* allowed) could not fail of drawing the greater au- 

* diences. Sir William D'Avenant, therefore, Maiter 

* of the Duke's company, to make head againft their 

* fuccefs, was forced to add fpectacie and mufic to 
' action, and to introduce anew fpeciesof plays, fince 

* called dramatic operas ; of which kind were the 

* Tempeft, Pfyche, Circe, and others ; all fet off 

* with the moft expenfive decorations of fcenes and 
4 habits, with the beft voices and dancers. This fen. 

* fual fupply of fight and found coming in to the af« 
' fiftance of the weaker party, it was no wonder they 
f mould grow too hard for fenfe and fimple nature, 

* when it is confidered how many more people there 
i are that can fee and hear, than think and judge.' 
The reader will eafily perceive that I differ from this 
author in point of time. He fixes the decknfion of 
the Duke's company, and afcribes the introduction 
of Opera's on the ftage of the Duke's theatre to the 
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King's Company 
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and lace atfigned 
them, as menial 
fervants. 


(r^) Cibber'e 
Lift, p. 79, 


(I) Account h 
EngliOi Dr ami- 
tic Poets by G, 
Langbain, Ox- 
ford 1 69 1, %vb, 
p. 92. 

(m) Life of 
Betterton. 


fo) S e this ex- 
plained in notes 
[D] and [£]. 


fo) Cibber's 
Life, p. Si. 


BETT ERTO n. 

Mr. CfowneVwas reprefented at Court, called Califto, or fbi Chajle Nymph, v?hich wis 
written at the defire of Queen Catherine, and the Ladies Mary and Anne, daughters to 
the Duke of York, who afterwards did honour to the Englifh throne, performed parts in 
it (I), ©n this occafion, Mr. Betterton inftrufted the noble Aftors, and fupplied the part 
of Prompter, and Mrs. Betterton gave leflbns to the young Princeffes-, in grateful re- 
membrance of which, Queen Anne fettled a penfion of one hundred pounds a year upon 
her(w). All this time the theatrical war went on between the two Companies, in 
which the Duke's had much the better of the King's in all refpefls. A certain writer 
"affures us, this advantage was gained by open force, and the frequent ufe of their new 
ftage-artillery, viz. mufic, machines, and fcenery ; but befides thefe, I find fome other 
arts pradtifed in the way of negociation, by which, the King's Company were at lead as 
much diftrefled as by the Operas (n) [E\. It was by thefe meafures, that, at length, 
the King's company were compelled to come into the fcheme, which thofe at the head of 
the Duke's company had formed, of fubmitting to a coalition, from whence it was 
hoped, a new company might fpring, fuperior, in every fefpeft, to all that had gone 
before them (<?). This was one of the moft fmgular revolutions in theatric government 
that ever happened, and one of the moft important events of Mr. Betterton's life. But 
as to the time in which it was accomplifhed, we cannot be pofitive-, though as to the 
circumftances we have been tolerably exadl, and it is from a comparifon of thefe we are 
led to judge, that it muft have fallen out in the year 1685 or 1686, though many writers 
place it looner [F]. It was in this united company, that the merit of Betterton (hone 
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adminiftration of Sir William D'Avenant ; but in 
this he is certainly wrong. Pfyche (14), written by 
Mr. Thomas Shadwell, did not appear till 1675. 
Circe came upon the ftage the fame year, and the 
Tempeft, as it was altered by Sir William D'Ave- 
nant and Mr. Dryden, in 1676. But Sir William 
died April 7, 1668 (15), full live years before his 
company were reduced to the necefiity of fupporting 
fenfe by found, and making ufe of machinery, when 
they found that plain acting would not do the bufi- 
nefs. 

[E] Were at leaft as much diftrejfed as by the Operas,] 
It is obferved by Mr. Gibber, that the wanton change 
of the public tafte, after the introducing Operas at 
the Duke's theatre, began to fall as heavy upon the 
King's company, as their greater excellence in action 
had before fallen upon their competitors. He like- 
wife obferves, that Major Mohun and Captain Hart 
began to grow old, and the younger actors, fuch as 
Goodman and Clark, grew impatient to get into then- 
parts ; and to thefe caufes he attributes the declenfion 
of the King's company. But though doubtlefs thefe 
might help, yet he feems not to be acquainted with 
the principal caufe, which, as it relates immediately to 
Mr. Betterton, I am obliged to mention. He had by 
this time a cencern in the management of the Duke's 
company, and finding that thefe ftruggles hurt both 
theatres, projected Ae union of them as the fole means 
of recovering the credit of the ftage ; to which it 
feems the King's company, looking upon themfelves 
as the ftrongeft, were exceedingly averfe ; and in or- 
der to render them more tractable, it was found ex- 
pedient to take off two of their beft actors, Mr. Ky- 
nafton and Captain Hart. This was afingular trans- 
action, and of fuch a nature as not to deferve credit, if 
the original article, containing this fee ret treaty, were 
not actually in being; and as it contains abundance 
of curious particulars, in relation to playhoufe po- 
licy, it may not be amifs to infejt it (16). 

Memorandum, Oflober 14, 1681. 

* JT was 1 then agreed between Dr. Charles D'Ave- 

* nant, Thomas Betterton, Gent, and William 

* Smith, Gent, of the one part ; and Charles Hart, 

* Gent, and Edward Kynafton, Gent, on the other 
4 part ; That the faid Charles D'Avenant, Thomas 

* Betterton, and William Smith, do pay, or caufe to 
■ be paid, out of the profits of acting, unto Charles 

* Hart and Edward Kynafton, five millings a-piece for 

* every day there lhall be any Tragedies or Comedies, 
1 or other reprefentations, acted at the Duke's theatre 

* in Salifbury-cpurt, or wherever the company ihall 

* act during the refpective lives of the faid Charles 

* Hart and Edward Kynafton, excepting the days the 
young men or the young women play for their own 
profit only. But this agreement to ceafeif the faid 
Charles Hart and Edward Kynafton lhall at any 
time play among, or effectually aflift, the King's 
company of actors, and for as long as this is paid 


( they both covenant and proraife not to play at the" 

* King's theatre. 

f If Mr. Kynafton lhall hereafter be free to act at 
1 the Duke's theatre, this agreement with him, as to 

* to his penfion, fhall alfo ceafe. 

* In con fi deration of this penfion, Mr. Hart and 
€ Mr. Kynafton do promife to make over within a 

* month after the fealing of this, unto Charles D'A- 

■ venant, Thomas Betterton, and William Smith, all 

* the right, title, and claim, which they, or either 

■ of them, may have to any plays, books, cloaths, and 

* fcenes, in the King's playhoufr. 

' Mr. Hart and Mr. Kynafton do both alfo promife, 

* within a month after the fealing hereof, to make 
1 over to the faid Charles D'Avenant, Thomas Better- 
1 ton, and William Smith, all the Title which they 

* or each of them have, to fix and three-pence a-piece 

* for every day there fhall be any playing at the 

* King's theatre. 

* Mr. Hart and Mr. Kynafton do both alfo promife 

* to promote with all their power and intereft, an 

* agreement between both playhoufes ; and Mr. Ky- 

* nafton for himfelf promifes to endeavour, as much 
' as he can, to get free, that he may act at the 

* Duke's theatre; but he is not obliged to play unlefs 

* he has ten millings per day for his acting, and his 

* penfion then to ceafe. 

* Mr. Hart and Mr. Kynafton do promife to go to 

* law with Mr. Killegrcw to have thefe articles per- 

* formed, and are to be at the expence of the fuit. 

4 In witnefs of this agreement all the parties have 

* hereunto fet their hands this fourteenth day of Oc- 
1 tober, 1681.' 

[F] Muft have fallen cut in 1 685, or 1686, though 
?nany writers place it foo?ur.~\ Mr. Gildon fays poii- 
tively, that Mr. Hart and Mr. Kynafton performed 
their promifes fo well-, that the union was effected in 
1682 (17). But Mr. Cibbcrfays, that it was brought 
about in 1684, by the King's advice, which amounted 
to a command (18). In Mr. Dryden's poems we 
have a Prologue and Epilogue upon the union of the 
two companies, which is dated in 1686; and I am 
apt to think this the true date of that tranfaction 
for feveral reafons (19). It was the firft of King 
James's reign, which might poffibly be the caufe why 
his own company of comedians had fo great advan- 
tage in the manner of this conjunction. In the next 
place, I find that Mr. Cibber is miftaken in fuppofing 
that Mr. Hart quitted the ftage upon the fcore of this 
union , becaufe it manifeftly appears, from the paper 
cued in the former note, that he had quitted the 
King's company feveral years before he was engaged 
to promote thjs union, and very probably did fo. 
But for all this, I am very far from being pofitive on 
this head, and therefore I have given the reader the 
dates, the authorities, and the reafons, which occur 
to me for preferring the laft date. By this union a 
new company was formed, compofed of the beft actors 

that 
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with unrivalled hi ft re, and that having furvived the famous A£tors upon whofe model he 
had formed himfelf, he was now at liberty to difcover his mighty genius in its full extent, 
by replacing many of them with advantage in thofe very characters, in which, during 
their lifetimes, they had been thought inimitable (p). Of this it would be hard to yield (?) Seethe ar- 
belief, and harder Aill to gain ajuft notion of what we ought to believe about it, if we den°(John)i 
had not from a living, a capable, and candid writer, as authentic a teftimony, and at 
the fame time, as clear, and as diftindt an account of his excellence in this reipeft, as our 
own, or indeed any language will bear, and which may be juftly efteemed a defcription 
equally expreflive and worthy of its fubjeft (q) [G]. Happy, in the notice of his Sovereign, C9) cibber's 

the ^ 


that, perhaps, ever appeared upon the Englifh ftage 
together, as appears from the following lift given us 
by Mr. Cibber, in 1690, when he came into the com- 
pany, Men, Mr. Betterton, Mr. Monfort, Mr. 
Kynafton, Mr. Sandford, Mr. Nokes, Mr. Underhill, 
and Mr. Leigh. Women, Mrs. Betterton, Mrs. Bar- 
ry, M s. Leigh, Mrs. Butler, Mrs. Monfort, and 
Mrs. Bracegirdle. 

[G] A' defcription equally exprefjt^ve, and Worthy of 
its fubjccl. J What I intend to give the reader in this 
note is, the character of Mr. Betterton as a player, 
drawn by Mr. Cibber, whofe long acquaintance with 
him in that character muft have given him great op- 
portunities of knowing him thoroughly, and whofe 
excellence in that profeffion, and the great fkill he 
mewed for many years in the management of a theatre, 
muft have rendered him a very competent judge. I 
have endeavoured to bring what he has delivered 
concerning our great actor into as narrow compafs a 
as poflible ; and though it is ftill pretty long, yet I am 
perfuaded that it will not appear tedious. ' Betterton 

* was an actor as Shakefpeare was an author, both 

* without competitors ! formed for the mutual afliit- 

* ance and illuftration of each other's genius ! How 

* Shakefpeare wrote, all men who have a tafte for 
€ nature may read and know ; but with what higher 

* rapture would he ftill be read, could they conceive 

* how Betterton played him ! then might they know 

* the one was born alone to fpeak, what the other 

* only knew to write ; Pity it is that the momentary 

* beauties, flowing from an harmonious elocution, 

* cannot, like thofe of poetry, be their own record ! 

* That the animated graces of the player can live no 

* longer than the inftant breath and motion that pre- 
€ fents them, or at beft can but faintly glimmer 

* through the memory, or imperfect atteftation of a 

* few furviving fpectators. Could how Betterton 

* fpoke be as eafijy known as what he fpokc, then 
€ might you fee the mufe of Shakefpeare in her tri- 

* um-ph, with all her beauties in their beft array, 

* rifing into real life, and charming her beholders. 

* But, alas ! fince all this is fofar out of the reach of 

* defcription, how fhall I Ihew you Betterton ? Should 

* I therefore tell you that all the Othellos, Hamlets, 

* Hotfpurs, Macbeths, and Brutus's, you may have 

* feen fince his time, have fallen far fhortof him, this 

* ftill would give you no idea of his particular ex- 
c cellence. Let us fee then what a particular com- 

* parifon may do, whether that may yet draw him 

* nearer to you. You have feen a Hamlet, perhaps, 

* who on the fir ft appearance of his father's fpirit 
1 has thrown himfelf into all the draining vocifera- 

* tion rcquifite to exprefs rage and fury, and the houfe 
« has thundered with applaufe, though the mifguided 
« actor was all the while (as Shakefpeare terms it) 

* tearing a pajfion into rags. I am the more bold to 

* offer you this particular inftance, becaufe the late 
« Mr. Addifon, while I fat by him to fee this fcene 

* acted, made the fame obfervation, a (king me, with 

* fome furprife, if I thought Hamlet fhould be in 
c fo violent a paftion with the ghoft, which, though 

* it might have aftonifhed, it had not provoked him i 

* for you may obferve, that in this beautiful fpeech 

* the paftion never rifes beyond an almoft breathlefs 

* aftonifhment, or an impatience limited by filial re- 

< verence to inquire into the fufpected wrongs that 

* may have raifed him from his peaceful tomb ! and 

* a defire to know what a fpirit fo feemingly diftrefTed 

* might wifh or enjoin a forrowful fon to execute to- 
« wards his future quiet in the grave ? This was the 
( light into which Betterton threw this fcene, which 

< he opened with a paufe of mute amazement ! Then, 
1 rifing flowly to a fblemn trembling voice, he made 
f the ghoft equally terrible to the fpeclator as to him- 
« felf ! and in the defcriptive part of the natural 
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e emotions which the ghaftly vifion gave him, the 
' boldnefs of his expoftulation was ftill governed by 
' decency ; manly, but not braving ; his voice never 

* rifing into that feeming outrage, or wild defiance, 

* of what he naturally revered. But, alas ! to pre- 

* ferve this medium between mouthing, and meaning 

* too little, to keep the attention more pleafingly 

* awake by a tempered fpirit, than by mere vehemence 
1 of voice, is of all the mafter-ftrokes of art actor the 

* moft difficult to reach. In this none have equalled 

' Betterton (20). He that feels not himfelf the (*°) ^ P- **• 

* pafllon he woukl raife, will talk to a fleeping audi- 
1 ence. But this never was the fault of Betterton ; and 

* it has often amazed me to fee thofe who foon came 

* after him throw out in fome parts of a character a 

* juft and graceful fpirit, which Betterton himfelf 
( could not but have applauded; and yet in the 
' equally mining paflages of the fame character, have 

* heavily dragged the fentiment along like a dead 

* weight, with along-toned voice and abfent eye, as 

* if they had fairly forgot what they were about. If 

* you have never made this obfervation ' am con- 

* tented you fhould not know where to apply it. A 
c farther excellence in Betterton was, that he could 

< vary his fpirit to the different chancers he acted. 

* Thof* wild impatient ftarts, that fierce and flaming 
' fire, which he threw into Hotfpur, never came from 
' the unruffled temper of his Brutus (for I have more 
■ than once feen a Brutus as warm as Hotfpur) . When 
c the Betterton Brutus was provoked in his difpute 
c with Caffius, his fpirits flew out of his eye ; his 
s fteady looks alone fupplied that terror which hedif- 
' dained an intemperance in his voice fhould rife to, 

< Thus, with a fettled dignity of contempt, like art 
' unheeding rock, he repelled upon himfelf the foarrt 
£ of Caffius. Perhaps the very words of Shakefpeare 
' will better let you into my meaning. 

" Muft I give way and room to your ram choler i 
<s Shall I be frighted when a madman flares ? 

' And a little after, 

" There is no terror Caffius in your looks, &c. 

* Not but in fome part of this fcene, where he re- 

* proachesCaflius, his temper is not under this fuppref- 
' fion, but opens into that warmth which becomes a 

* man of virtue ; yet this is that hafty fpark of anger 
' which Brutus himfelf endeavours to excufe : Buf 
4 with whatever ftrength of nature we fee the poet 

* fhew at once the Philofopher and the Hero, yet tb6 
f image of the actor's excellence will be ftill imperfect 

* to you, unlefs kinguage could put colours in our 

* words to paint the voice with. Et Jt *vis ftmilem 

< ping ere, pinge fonum, is enjoining an impoffibility. 

* The moft that a Vandyke can arrive at is, to make 

* his portraits of great perfons feem to think ; a 
' Shakefpeare goes farther yet, and tells you what his 
1 pictures thought ; a Betterton fteps beyond them 

* both, and calls them from the grave to breathe, and 
€ be themfelves again in feature, fpeech, and motion, 
1 when thte fkilful actor fhews you all thofe powers at 

* once united, and gratifies at once your eye, your 
f ear, your underftanding. To conceive the pleafurc 
f arifing from fuch harnony ! you muft have been 

* prefentatit! 'tis not to be told you!* — —After 
fome very juft remarks upon the many defects in Lee's 
Alexander the Great, and fhewing that the general 
reception that tragedy met with, was owing to the 
judgment of the actor, and not of the poet, he pro- 
ceeds thus (21); ' When this favourite play I am ( 2I ) ml p 9t , 

* fpeaking of, from its being too frequently acted, 

* was worn out, and came to be deferted by the town 

* upon the fudden death of Monfort, who had 

* played Alexander with fuccefs for feveral years ; 
« the part was given to Betterton, which tinder this 
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thcprote£tionof the nobility, and the general refpeftof all ranks of people, who confidered 
him as an honour to the ftage and to his country, he might have paffed through life with 
as much eafe, fatisfa&ion, and peace of mind, as any man of his time, as having adtually 
faved, even out of his moderate allowance, if not an ample, at leall a competent eftate ; 
had he not been perfuaded to attempt becoming rich, which unluckily engaged him in a 
defign, which fwept away all his capital and left him in real diftrefs (r). This fell out in 
1692, and though nothing could fall harder upon fuch a man, and at fuch a time of life, 
yet he bore it with manly patience, not only without murmur or complaint, but even 
without mention,and was fo far from fuffering this fevere ftroke of ill fortune, fallen upon 
him, by following the advice of one he thought his friend, to prejudice that friend, who 
ventured and loft more than himfelf, that, on the contrary, he continued his friendfhip to 
his daughter after his deceafe, and did for her all he could have done for his own (s) \H\. 

Such 


* great difadvantage of the fatiety it had given, he 

* immediately revived with fo new a luftre, that for 

* three days together it filled the houfe, and had then 
f his declining flrength been equal to the fatigue the 
4 action gave him, it probably might have doubled its 

* fuccefs ; an uncommon inftance of the power and 
1 intrinfic merit of an attor. This I mention, not 
« only to prove what irrefi liable plea fu re may ariie 

* from a judicious elocution with fcarce fenfe to a (Tift 

* it, but to (hew you too, that though Betterton ne- 

* ver wanted fire and force when his character de- 

* manded it, yet, where it was not demanded, he 

* never profHtuted his power to the low ambition of 

* falfe applaufe : And further, that when from a too 

* advanced age he refigned that toil fame part of 

* Alexander, the play for many years after was never 
€ able to impofe upon the public ; and I look upon 

* his fo particularly fupporting the falfe fire, and ex- 

* travagancies of that character, to be a more fur- 

* prifing proof of his fkill than his being eminent in 
' thofe of Shakefpeare, becaufe there truth and na- 
? ture coming to his aifiltance, he had not the fame 

* difficulties to combat, and confequently we mull be 
c lefs amazed at his fuccefs where we are more able 

* to account for it. Notwithftanding the extraordi- 

* nary power he mewed in blowing Alexander once 

* more into a blaze of admiration, Betterton had fo 

* jufl a fenfe of what was true or falfe applaufe, that 
f I have heard him fay he never thought any kind 

* of it equal to an attentive filence ; that there were 

* many ways of deceiving an audience into a loud 

* one, but to keep them hufned and quiet was an 

* applaufe which only truth and merit could arrive 

* at, of which art there never was an equal mailer to 
c himfelf. From thefe various excellencies he had 

* fo full a pofTeffion of the efteem and regard of 

* his auditors, that upon his entrance into every 

* fcene, he feemed to feize upon the eyes and ears of 

* the giddy and inadvertent ! To have talked or 

* looked another way ifould then have been thought 
4 infenfibility or ignorance. In all his foliloquies of 
1 moment, the ftrongeft intelligence of attitude and 
c afpeft drew you into fuch an impatient gaze and 
9 eager expectation, that you almoft imbibed the 

* fentiment with your eye before the ear could reach 

* it. I never heard a line in tragedy come from Better- 
1 ton, wherein my judgment, my ears, and myimagi- 
1 nation were not fully fatisfied, which fmce his time 
1 I cannot equally fay of any one actor whatfoever. 

* Not but it is poffible to be much his inferior with 

* great excellencies. Had it been practicable to have 

* tied down the clattering hands of all the ill judges, 

* who were commonly the majority of an audience, to 

* what amazing perfection might the Englifh theatre 

* have arrived, with fo juft an actor as Betterton at 
f the head of it/ He fpeaks then of the capa- 
city of an actor, what he ought to know, and how far 
he fhould be able to judge of fentiment and poetry. 
He proceeds next to examine the talents rcquifite in 
the profeflion ; and after confeffing that with all thefe, 
it is not impoffible a man may fail, he puts the quef- 
tion, What mail we fay will infallibly form an actor ? 
and he anfwers it in the following terms (22). 

* This, I confefs, is ope of nature's fecrets, too deep 

* for me to dive into. Let us content ourfelves there- 

* fore with affirming, that genius which nature only 
' gives, only can com pleat him. This genius then 
r was fo llrong in Betterton, that it (hone out in every 

* fpeech and motion of him ; yet voice and perfon 
' are fuch neceifary fupporters to it, that by the mul- 
< titude they have been preferred to genius itfelf, or 


at leaft often miltaken for it. Betterton had a voice 
of that kind, which gave more fpirit to terror than 
to the fofter paffions ; more flrength than melody. 
The rage and jealoufy of Othello became him better 
than the fighs and tendernefs of Caftalio; for though 
in Caftalio he only excelled others, in Othello he 
excelled himfelf; which you will eafily believe, 
when you confider, that, in fpite of his complexion, 
Othello has more natural beauties than the belt actor 
can find in all the magazine of poetry to animate his 
power and delight his judgment with. The perfon 
of this excellent actor was fuitable to his voice, 
more manly than fwect, not exceeding the middle 
ltature, inclining to the corpulent; of a ferious and 
penetrating afpect ; his limbs nearer the athletic 
' than the delicate proportion ; yet, however formed, 
' there arofe from the harmony of the whole a com- 
1 manding mien of majefty, which the fairer faced, 
6 or (as Shakefpeare calls them) the curled darlings of 
' his time, ever wanted fomething to be equal matters 
? of. There was fome years ago to be had, almoft in 
' every print-mop, a metzotinto from Kneller, ex- 
f tremely like him. In all I have faid of Betterton, I 
c confine myfelf to the time of his flrength and higheft 

* power in action, that you may make allowances from 
' what he was able to execute at fifty, to what you 
4 might have feen him at paft feventy. For though 

* to the laft he was without his equal, he might not 
1 then be equal to his former felf, yet fo far was he 
1 from being ever overtaken, that for many years after 

* his deceafe, I feldom faw any of his parts in Shake- 

* fpeare fupplied by others, but it drew from me the 
f lamentation of Ophelia upon Hamlet's being unlike 

* what fhe had feen him. 

* Ah ! woe is me ! 
4 T' have feen what I have feen, fee what I fee \ 9 

[H] Did for her all be could have done for bis 
This extraordinary fhipwreck of Mr. Betterton's fmall 
fortune hath been very differently reprefented, and it 
is not an eafy matter to come at the truth. Mr. Gildon 
is very concife upon this head. « Mr. Betterton, fays 
4 he, was fo fenfible of friendfhip, that though he loft 
■ near eight thou fan d pounds by the father, yet he 

* took care of the daughter (23).' The like imperfect 
accounts we have clfewhere : but I prefume no reader 
can be very well fatisfied with fuch an abrupt hint, in 
relation to the moft Angular and extraordinary cir- 
cumftance of Betterton's life, and therefore I fhail en- 
deavour to give him as clear and circumflantial an 
account of this matter, as at this diflance of time can 
be rcafonably expefted. As Mr. Betterton's charafter 
in private life was extremely fair, and his company 
very agreeable, he had abundance of friends at all 
ends of the town, but more efpecially in the city. 
Amongft thefe there was a Gentleman, whom I for- 
bear to name, of great reputation, and of confider- 
able fortune, who not only honoured him with his fa- 
vour and protection, but entered with him alfo into 
the ftricteft intimacy and friendfhip. This Gentle- 
man, in the year 1692, was concerned in an adven- 
ture to the Eaft-Indie.s upon the footing then allowed 
by the Company's Charter, which veffels fo employed 
were ftyled interlopers. The profped of fuccefs was 
great, the gain unufually high ; and this induced Mr. 
Betterton, to whom his friend offered any fhare in 
this bufmefs that he pleafed, to think of* fo large a 
fum as eight thoufand pounds ; but it was not for 
himfelf, for he had no fuch fum in his power; and 
whoever confiders the fituation of the ftage at that 
time, will need no other argument to convince him of 

it. 


( r) From the 
information of 
an intimate 
trier. d of Mr. 

Betterton's lately 
deceafed. 


(sj See this 
tranfa&ion mooe 
fully explained 
in note [Hj. 


(23) Life of Mr* 
Betterton, p. 11. 
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(t) Cibber's 
Life, p. 153. 


Such was the virtue ! fuch the integrity ! fuch the magnanimity of Mr. Bdtterton! who ill ' 
his private charafter was as great as inaay he borrowed from the poets, and was therefore 
always confidered as the head of the Theatre, though vefted there with very little power. 
The patentees, as there was now only one Theatre, confidered it as a means of accumu- 
lating wealth to themfelves by the labours of others, and having this maxim once in their 
minds, it began to have fo ftrong an influence on their conduft, that the adlors foon found 
themfelves in a very wretched condition. They were oppreffed without decency, left 
without means of red re Is for the prefent, and without hopes for the future. In this difmai 
fituation, Betterton endeavoured to convince the Managers of their folly, and laboured to 
fliew, from reafon and experience, that the means they ufed were very ill fuited to the ends 
they propofed, and that every government muft fail, where the few forget their obligations 
to the many. This language, in the ears of this theatrical miniftry, founded like treafon ; 
and, therefore, inftead of thinking how to remedy the mifchiefs complained of, they bent 
their thoughts to get the better of their monitor, as if the not hearing of faults was 
equivalent to mending them. It was with this view, that they began to give fome of 
Betterton's beft parts to young aftors ; fuppofing this would leflen his character and abate 
his influence {t). This policy ruined them, and a (lifted him ; the public refented having 
Plays ill a£ted, when they knew they might be afted better. The wifeft and beft 
Players attached themfelves wholly to Betterton, and defired him to turn his thoughts on 
fome method of procuring himfelf and them jultice. Thus, ftage-tyranny brought about 
the deftrudtion of that power by which it was exercifed, and the very fteps taken to 
render Betterton defperate, pointed out the way to his deliverance (u) [/]. The general 
acquaintance he had amonglt perfons of the firft diftin&ion, gave him an opportunity of 
reprefcnting his cafe to them ; and his cafe was fo very reaionable in itfelf, that being 
truly reprefented, it was fufficient to affetft all great and generous minds with a defire of 
procuring fo worthy and fo extraordinary a perfon relief (w)> But though the quality of f™; cibber^ 
thofe who fought this was great, and the thing fought very reafonable, yet for all that it tlnh%!^^* 
was far from being eafily brought about. But at length, partly through the hardfhip 
Mr. Betterton and his people endured, and partly through the obftinacy of the patentees, 


(u) Cafe of the 
Attors laid bo- 
fore the Lord 
Chamberlain. 


who would liften 


to nothing, 


it was held equally legal and juft, that the Royal authority 


(14) Thefe farts 
are many of 
them well 
known, but the 
whole of them 
was communi- 
cated by a perfon 
who dcfires to be 
concealed. 


(25) Gibber's 
Apology for his 
oa n Lile, p. 153. 


it. Yet he had another friend, whom he was willing 
to oblige, which was the famous Dr. Radcliffe ; fo 
Mr. Betterton advanced fomewhat more than two 
thoufand pounds, which was his all, and the Doftor 
made it up eight thoufand. The vefTel failed to the 
Eaft Indies, and made as profperous a voyage, as thofe 
who were concerned in her could wifh ; and the war 
with France being then very warm, the Captain very 
prudently came home north about, and arrived fafely 
in Ireland. But whether obliged by the orders of his 
owners, or elated by his fuccefs hitherto, fo it was, 
that in his paflage from Ireland he was taken by the 
French. His cargo was worth upwards of one hun- 
dred and twenty thoufand pounds, which ruined Mr. 
Betterton, and broke the fortune and the heart of his 
friend in the city. As for Dr. Radcliffe, he exprefled 
a great concern for Mr. Betterton, and none at all 
for himfelf. It is, faid the Dottor wittily, only trot- 
ting up fome hundred pair of flairs more, and things 
are as they were. The Gentleman in the city left 
behind him an only daughter, whom Mr. Betterton 
took home, educated with all the care, and treated 
with all the tendernefs of a parent, till me thought 
At to marry hcrfelf to Mr. Bowman the Player, who is 
but very lately dead, and whofe behaviour was fuch, as 
not only recommended him to the perforral efteem of 
all that knew him, but gave credit to the reports of the 
excellency of the old ftage, when Players in general 
were like him (24). This is a teftimony of refpett 
due to his memory, which I am very glad to have this 
,occafion of paying ; for fo long as this work mail laft, 
I hope it will be of ufe in confecrating to pofterity the 
fame of worthy perfons deceafed of all ranks, as well 
as tru! candour and impartiality of thofe to whom 
Providence has configned the great charge of doing 
juftice to the dead, and which it is their duty to per- 
form with religious exaclnefs. 

[/] Pointed out the <way to his deliverance.} It does 
not appear that Mr. Betterton had any intention of 
diftineuifhing his own intereft from thofe of the Pa- 
tentees, till they convinced him by their behaviour 
that they were already diftinguifhed in their opinions. 
The perfon they fixed upon to come into Betterton's 
parts was one George Powell, a man as oppofite to 
the perfon he thought to fupplant^ as nature could 
well form him (25). He had fire without judgment, 
confidence without merit, and ftrength of lungs which 
very much exceeded the flrength of his underitanding. 
With thefe abilities, or rather with this want of abi- 
lity, he ftept into Betterton's parts, and which was 
2 


no lefs welcome to him, from forty millings to four 
pounds a week falary. At the fame time this ftep was 
taken amongft the men, another of the like kind was 
attempted in reference to the women. Mrs. Brace- 
girdle was then a young player, but had given fuch 
an earneft of what (he afterwards performed, that no 
fcruple was made of offering her the parts of Mrs. 
Barry, the greateft aclrefs that had appeared upon the 
Engliih ftage; but Mrs. Bracegirdle fhewed her ca- 
pacity and her virtue at the fame time by a fteady re- 
fufal. Mr. Betterton, when things were come to 
this pafs, thought fit to provide for his own fecurity, 
by fetting on foot a kind of afTociation amongft the 
aclors, which fufficiently demonftrated his influence 
and their good fenfe, fince the ableft and moft 
efteemed amongft them readily agreed to fupport him 
(26). The Patentees had recourfe .to the fame me- 
thod, and lifted fuch and fo many as they could on 
their fide. But though Betterton had a vifible ad- 
vantage over them in this method of proceeding, yet 
he was a man of too much judgment and good fenfe 
not to forefee that any conqueft would be prejudicial 
to the viclors, as well as the vanquifhed ; and there- 
fore the only ufe he made of his fuccefs was, to pro- 
pofe an accommodation, as a thing moft for the be- 
nefit of both parties ; but this the Patentees rejected 
with that haughtinefs incident to weak minds, who 
fancy the defire of quie t is a mark of want of ftrength, 
or of a want of refolution. They did not confider of 
how much confequence it is in all fuch difputes to be, 
and to be thought, in the right ; or at leaft they did 
not reflect, that by the making this propofition, Mr. 
Betterton and his party would fecure the good opinion 
of the public. They were heated with a fond pre- 
emption of their own power, and blinded by a falfe 
notion they had conceived, that it was not to be con- 
trouled. They thought they had the Law on their 
fide, and that whatever became of the j uftice of their 
caufe, the power vefted in them by their Royal pa- 
tents would enable them to triumph over all oppo- 
fition. Thefe were their maxims, and indeed the 
maxims of all tyrants ; and thefe were the fteps by 
which they provoked and produced that rebellion 
which they meant to prevent, and which they might 
have fo eafily prevented, if they had diftinguifhed 
better their true interefts, from what they were per- 
fuaded by their pafllons to miftake for their interefts ; 
a lefibn which was foon after fufficiently taught them 
by experience, though their pride hindered them from 
learning it at prefent, 

fliould 
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the Stage, 
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(y) Ufe of Bet- 
terton. 
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fhould interpofe for the cure of an evil, which fprang entirely from an abufe of Royal 
favour (x) [K]. King William granted this favour at the inftance of the famous Earl of 
Dorfet, the friend, the favourite, and protestor of the Mufes. The nobility alio, led by 
his example, contributed, by a voluntary fubfeription, to raife a Theatre for them to 
play in, and this produced the new Playhoufe, near that which is ftill (landing in Lin- 
coln's-Inn Fields (y). This Theatre was opened in April 1695, with very great advan- 
tages. Mr. Congreve accepted a (hare with this company, as Mr. Dry den had formerly 
with the King's company, and the firft Play they adted was his admirable Comedy of 
Love for Love. The King honoured it with his prefence, there was a large and fplendid 
audience, Mr. Betterton fpoke a prologue, and Mrs. Braeegirdle an epilogue fuitable to 
the occafion, and it appeared plainly, by the reception they met with, the town knew 
how to difcern and reward that merit, the ill judging Patentees had treated fo ill (z) [L]. 

But 


(x) Cibber', 
Life, p. 160. 


(17) Life of 
King William, 
p. 313. 


(z%) See the 
article of 
SACKVILLE 
(Char les) 
Earl of Dorfct, 


(29) Life of 
Betterton, p. 1: 


(30) Cbber's 
Apo\ <gy for his 
own Life, p. 162. 


(31) Sec Lnng- 
bain's Account 
of Engiifh dra- 
matic Ptcti, 
p> IS. 


[K] Which /prang entirely from the abufe of Royal 
favour.} It was in the winter of the year 1694 that 
this quarrel rofe to fo great a height, and the inter- 
ruption it oecafioned in their playing, proved the lofs 
of a thoufand pounds to the Patentees before Chrift- 
mas. They flattered the mfe Ives with the hopes of 
going on better during the remaining part of the fea- 
fon, by drawing off fome of thofe who fided with 
Mr. Betterton, in which they met with an unforefeen 
difappointment by the death of Queen Mary, which 
oecafioned a total fufpenfion of all public diverfions 
(27). This gave Mr. Betterton and his friends leifure 
to enquire upon what ground they ftood, and whe- 
ther it might not be in the power of the Earl of Dor- 
fet, then Lord Chamberlain, to redrefs their griev- 
ances. His Lordlhip was known to be well inclined, 
but it was not found that his office enabled him to 
compel the Patentees to do what it was reafonable 
they fhould have done in favour of the actors. Upon 
this the fubject was canvafTed at Court, and even in 
the circle, fo that at laft it reached the Royal ear (28). 
The King, who naturally hated oppreffion, fignified 
a willingnefs to relieve thefe people from a yoke they 
were not able to bear, and with which the public 
alfo was highly difpleafed* The Lawyers were not 
long in finding out how this might be done ; they 
had indeed given their opinions that the former pa- 
tents were good, but they agreed now that a new pa- 
tent would be as good. By this the knot was cut 
that could not be untied, and Mi*. Betterton and his 
friends left at liberty to entertain the town on a ftage 
of their own ; and to enable them to do this, feveral 
perfons of diitin&ion fubferibed forty guineas a-piece, 
and it was agreed to build a new theatre, where the 
Tennis-court then flood, in Lincoln's-Inn-Fields (29). 
. The managers of the old patent then found, when it 
was too late, that they had puttied the matter too far, 
and that when Betterton and his party left them, they 
fhould be too weak tb attempt any thing with fuccefs. 
They had, however, the good fortune to draw over 
Mr. Williams and Mrs. Monfort from their adver- 
farics, which did them fome hurt, and the managers 
a great deal of good. They, likewife, endeavoured 
to obtain recruits from the country, in which they 
were not altogether unfuccefsful, for this brought 
Mr. Johnfon and Mr. Bullock to the houfc ; nor 
were they altogether deprived of good actors by the 
going off of Mr. Betterton, fince they had ftill with 
them Mr. Cibber, Mr. Kent, Mr. Verbruggen, Mr. 
Powell, and Mr. Hayncs. As for women, they had 
only Mrs. Rogers and Mrs. Verbruggen ; and to 
thefe we muft add Mr. Williams and Mrs. Mon- 
fort, to whom the other company refufed fhares, as 
Mr. Cibber very juftly obferves again 11 that principle 
of equity on which they fhould have founded all their 
proceedings (30). I have been the moreparticular in 
this account, becaufe it ferves to fhew how excellent 
the other players mufl have been, when in this con- 
dition the Patentees proceeded with fear and trem- 
bling, as knowing that Betterton's company would, 
in the opinion of all proper judges, prove infinitely 
fuperior to them ; though, as we have fhewn, fetting 
this com pari fon afide, their company was very far 
from being defpicable. They had, indeed, one ad- 
vantage, which was that of opening before their ri- 
vals, and they did not fail to make ufe of it ; but at 
the fame time they had the misfortune to make ufe 
of a very bad Play, which they revived upon this oc- 
cafion. It was Ahdela%ar\ or, The Moor's Revenge, 
very poorly written by Mrs. Behn, and they afted it 
before a numerous audience (31). The ftage, how- 
ever, appeared fo indifferently filled when Mr. Bet- 


terton, Mrs. Barry, and Mrs. Braeegirdle were ab- 
fent, that the very next night their audience funk to 
nothing ; fo that they were not long in doubt as to 
the confequences of this fepa ration with refpeft to 
themfelves. The Patentees faw plainly their error, 
and that whatever became of the other company, 
their own, by dint of their wife management, was 
fallen as low as their bittereft enemies could wiih it, 
without any vifible profpe£l of their being able to 
raife it again. 

■ L That merit the ill-judging Patentees had treated 
fo ill. ] It is very certain, that if true merit alone 
could have fupported an undertaking of this kind, 
Mr. Bettertou's company would have met with con- 
ftant and univerfal approbation. The actors he car- 
ried with him to Lincoln's-Inn-Fields were fuch, as, 
together with himfelf, and his wife, might have raifed 
any ftage to reputation ; which may the more eafily 
be credited, when we reflect that their memories were 
frefh amongft thofe who lately were the bell judges 
of the pieces they performed. Amongft the men 
were Mr. Underbill, Mr. Smith, Mr. Bowman, Mr. 
Dogget, Mr. Sandford, and Mr. Bowen. Amongft 
the women, Mrs. Barry, Mrs. Braeegirdle, Mrs. 
Bowman, Mrs. Ayliff, and Mrs. Leigh (32). The 
Prologue at their opening was very happily written, 
and contains a very beautiful and eafy compliment to of a P erfon the & 
thofe who had afllfted them in obtaining this eftablim- upon the fta * c< 
ment. The reader perhaps being now fo well ac- 
quainted with the fubject, will the better relilh the 
following lines from it (33). 

The hufbandman in vain renews his toil 
To cultivate each year a hungry foil, 
And fondly hopes for rich and generous fruit, 
When what fhould feed the tree devours the root. 
Th' unladen boughs he fees bode certain dearth,' 
Unlefs tranfplantcd to more kindly earth. 
So the poor hulhands of the ftage, who found 
Their labours loft upon ungrateful ground, 
This laft and only remedy have prov'd, 
And hope new fruit from ancient ftocks remov'd. 
Well may they hope when you fo kindly aid, 
Well plant a foil which you fo rich have made. 
As nature gave the world to man's firft age, 
So from your bounty we receive this ftage. 
The freedom man was bom to, you've reftor'd, 
And to our world fuch plenty you afford, 
It feems like Eden, fruitful of its own accord. 
But fince in Paradife frail fleih gave way, 
And when but two were made, both went aftray ; 
Forbear your wonder, and the fault forgive, 
If in our larger family we grieve 
One falling Adam, and one tempted Eve ( # ), 
We who remain would gratefully repay 
What our endeavours can, and bring this day 
The flrft-fruit offering of a Virgin Play. 
The Epilogue, fpoke by Mrs. Braeegirdle, alfo 
contains fome farther remarks upon this theatrical re- 
volution, and alludes to the players having' formerly 
had recourfe to the fame method, and to the fame 
part of the town, in time of diftrefs, I mail quote 
fome lines from thence for the reafons before given 
(34)* 


(32) From pri- 
vate informatioa 


(53) See this 
Prologue in the 
fecond Volume 
of Congrevc's 
Works. 


[ 


(*) Alludtngto 
Mr. Williams 
and Mrs. Mu»- 
fort. 


Sure Providence at firft defigned this place 

To be the players refuge in diftrefs ; 

For ftill in every ftorm they all run hither, 

As to a fhed that fhields them from the weather. 

But thinking of this change which laft befel us, 

'Tis like what I have heard our Poets tell us : 

For when behind the fcenes their fuits are pleading, 

Tohelp their love, fomctimes they Ihe w their reading; 

4 And 


(34) Sceth!» 
Prologue in the 
fecond Volume 
of Congrevc'* 
Workl. 


(a) Hiftorical 
Remarks on the 
Britirti Theatre, 
P- 195. 


fg) See theTat- 
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But with all thefe vaft advantages, Betterton*s company were not able to maintain this 
flow of profperity beyond two or tiirce feafons. Mr. Congreve was an excellent, and 
therefore a flow writer ; the other houfe had the advantage of two authors who produced 
without pain, Vanbrugh and Gibber. They wrote, if not finifhed, at leaft taking Plays ; 
and though they were fometimes mauled by the critics, they were lure of being applauded 
by the people (a). This gave fuch a turn in their favour, that, with all their merit, Bet- 
terton's Attors had been undone, but for the feafonable relief of The Mourning Bride, and 
The Way of the World, which came like reprieves, and faved them at the laft gafp (b). In 
a few years, however, it appearing plainly, that without a new fupport from their friends 
it was impoffible for them to maintain their independence, the protestors of Mr. Betterton 
fet on foot a new fubfeription, for building a Theatre in the Hay-Market, under the di- 
reftion of Sir John Vanbrugh, which was finifhed in 1706(f). This favour was kindly 
received by Mr. Betterton 5 but he was now grown old, his health and ftrength much im- 
paired by conftant application, and his fortune in a condition ftill worfe than thofe of his 
perfonal circumftances. He chofe therefore, all things confidered, and more efpecially 
an untraftable fpirit having grown up amongft his Adtors, occafioned by lofles and dif- 
appointments, to decline his poft, and put the whole defign under the conduct of Mr. 
Congreve and Sir John Vanbrugh (d). The former of thefe abandoned it foon after to 
Sir John entirely, and Retterton's ftrength failing, many of the old Players dying, and 
other accidents happening, a re-union of the companies became not only expedient but 
neceflary, and accordingly it took place foon after. We are now releafed from the talk 
of purfuing the ftage hiftory any farther. Hitherto it was that of Betterton, with whom 
it grew, it flouriflied, it reached perfeftion, it declined, it decayed ; and as the ftory of a 
great Prince carries in it that of his people, fo to write the life of Betterton fairly, is to 
give the Hiftory of the Theatre during his time (e). At laft, indeed, they feparated, but 
by degrees, and not with any unkindnefs. After Mr. Betterton reached feventy, his in- 
firmities grew on him greatly, his fits of the gout were more lading and more fevere. 
His circumftances alfo, which had not been mended by his having the conduit of the 
Theatre, grew daily ftreighter, and all this joined to his wife's ill ft ate of health, made 
his condition but melancholy, at a time of life when the higheft affluence could not have 
made it cheerful. Yet even under all thefe preflures he kept up his fpirit, and was as 
ferene as ever, though fomewhat lefs a&ive : nay, he adted ftill when his health would 
permit, which, however, was but feldom (f). The public (in thofe days grateful) re- 
membered the pleafure that Betterton had given them, and could not fuffer, after fifty 
years fervice, that fo deferving a perfon fhould withdraw, without fome confiderable 
marks of their bounty. It was in the fpring of 1709, that a benefit, which was not then, 
as now, a common favour, much lefs a thing of right, was granted to Mr. Betterton ; 
and the Play of Love for Love (g) was a&ed at the Theatre-Royal, on the feventh of 
April, for that purpofe. Two of the beft A&refles that ever graced our ftage, and who 
had then quitted it, came upon that occafion to render it more advantageous : the part 
of Valentine was played by Betterton, Angelica by Mrs. Bracegirdle, and Mrs. Barry per- 
formed that of Frail. The epilogue fpoken by her was written by Mr. Rowe, who had 
deferved the laurel he wore if it had been his fingle performance ; and fo well was this 
affair conducted, that we are told it produced Mr. Betterton five hundred pounds, and a 
promife that the favour fhould be annually continued {h) [M ]. Thefe extraordinary 
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And wanting ready cam to pay for hearts, 
They top their learning on us, and their parts. 
Once of Philofophers they told us ftories, 
Whom, as I think, they call'd — Py—Pythagories. 
I'm fure 'tis fome fuch Latin name they give 'em, 
And we who know no better mult believe 'em. 
Now to thefe men (fay they) fuch fouls were giv'n, 
That after death ne'er went to Hell nor Heaven ; 
But liv'd, I know not how, in beafts ; and then, 
When many years are pall, in men again. 
Methinks we play'rs refemble fuch a foul, 
That does from bodies, we from houfes ftrole. 
Thus Ariftotle's foul of old that was, 
May now be damn'd to animate an afs ; 
Or in this very houfe, for ought we know, 
Is doing painful penance in fome beau : 
And thus our audience, which did once refort 
To mining theatres to fee our fport, 
Now find us tofs'd into a Tennis court. 


\ 


[M] A promife that the favour fhould he annually 
continued.] In order to juftify this fad, I find myfelf 
obliged to quote a paper, in which this tran faction is 
fet in the faireft light by Sir Richard Steele, who de- 
fcribes every action of humanity with aim oil as much 
warmth as he felt it. After mentioning the Ladies 
and Mr. Dogget's behaviour with juft commenda- 
tions, he goes on thus (35) : * There has not been 
* known fo great a concourfe of perfons of diftinction 

Vol. II. 


as at that time ; the ftage itfelf was covered with 
Gentlemen and Ladies, and when the curtain was 
drawn, it difcovered even there a very fplendid au- 
dience. This unufual encouragement, which was 
given to a play for the advantage of fo great an 
actor, gives an undeniable inftance, that the true 
relifh for manly entertainments and rational plea- 
fures is not wholly loft. All the parts were acted to 
perfection : The actors were careful of their car- 
riage, and no one was guilty of the affectation to 
infert witticifms of his own, but a due refpedt was 
had to the audience for encouraging this accom- 
plilhed player. It is not now doubted but plays 
will revive, and take their ufual place in the opinion 
of perfons of wit and merit, notwithftanding their 
late apoitacy in favour of drefs and found. This 
place is very much altered fince Mr. Dryden fre- 
quented it ; where you ufed to fee Songs, Epi- 
grams, and Satires, in the hands of every man you 
met, you have now only a pack of cards ; and in- 
ftead of the cavils about the turn of the expreflion, 
the elegance of the ftyle, and the like, the learned 
now difpute only about the truth of the game. But 
however the company is altered, all have lhewn a 
great refpect for Mr. Betterton j and the very gam- 
ing part of this houfe have been fo much touched 
with a fenfe of the uncertainty of human affairs 
(which alter with themfelves every moment), that 
in this Gentleman they pitied Mark Anthony of 
fF 1 Rome, 
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BETTERTON. 

marks of public gratitude had a proper effe£fc upon Mr. Betterton, who, inftead of in - 
dulging himfelf on their bounty, exerted the fpirits given by this feafonable aft of gene- 
rofuy, in their fervice, and appeared and adted as often as his health would permit (/"). ^*;Hift. 0 fth c 
On the twentieth of September following in particular, he performed the charafter of Stage ' * '39- 
HAMLET with fuch vivacity, as well as juftice, that it gave univerfal fatisfadion to 
the beft judges (*). This activity of his in the winter, kept off the gout longer than 
ufual but the fit was the more violent for it when it came upon him in the fpring. This 
was the more unlucky, by its being about the time of his benefit, when the iuccefs of his 
Play was fure to depend, in a great meafure, upon his own performance. The day fixed 
was April the thirteenth, and the Play he made choice of, was The Maid's Tragedy, in 
which he a&ed the part of Melantius* and notice was given accordingly by his good friend 
the TAT LER (I): but the fit intervened, and that he might not difappoint the town, Mr. 
Betterton was forced to allow of outward applications to reduce the fwelling of his feet, 
which had fuch an effedb, that he was able to appear on the ftage, though he was forced 
to ufe a flipper. He a died that day with unufual fyirit and brifknefs, by which he ob- 
tained univerfal applaufe (;#). But this could not defend him from paying a very de^r 
price for thefe momentary marks of approbation fince the gouty humour, repelled by 
fomentations, foon feized upon the noble parts, which being, perhaps, weakened by his 
extraordinary fatigue on that occafion, he was not able to make a long refiftance, but on 
the twenty-eighth of April 1710, paid that tribute to nature, from which, neither he- 
roes, nor thofe who play them, can be exempted (;/). His behaviour railed his reputa- 
tion and character, in his life time, as high as he could willi ; he received the ftrongeft 
proofs of public efteem, we may fay, almoft literally, in his laft moments ; and fuch ho- 
nours were paid his memory after death, as only his memory could delerve : for on the 
fecond of May following, his corpfe was, with much ceremony, interred in Weftminfter- 
abbey (o) 9 and fuch an account given of this folemnity, by the moft agreeable writer of 
thofe times, as will out-laft even brazen monuments, and perhaps the very Abbey it- 
felf [iV]. As to the character of this great man, in the way of his profeflion, the reader 

has 
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* Rome, Hamlet of Denmark, Mithridates of Pon- 

* tus, Theodofius of Greece, and Henry the Eighth 

* of England. It is well known, he has been in the 
4 condition of each of thofe Mutinous perfonages for 

* feveral hours together, and behaved himfelf in thofe 

* high ilations, in all the changes of the fcene, with 

* fuitable dignity." For thefe reafons we intend to 

* repeat this favour to him on a proper occafion, left 
c he who can inftrucl us fo well in perfonating feigned 

* forrows, mould be loft to us by fufFering under real 

* ones.' He was no lefs indebted to his friend Ni- 
cholas Rowe, Efq; than he was to Sir Richard Steele : 
for the Epilogue which he wrote for Mrs. Bracegirdle 
was of fuch a nature, as could not but convey to 
every generous heart and elegant mind, a tender feel- 
ing for the diflrefs of him for! whofe fake it was 
•written. The paffage therein, which relates to 
Shakefpeare, is very fine and very poetical, at the 
fame time that it^s very natural and very moving. 
The reader will hereafter fee the caufe that very pro- 
bably fuggefted this thought to Mr. Rowe ; but in 
order to judge the better of it, it is requifite that he 
ihould fee the piece itfelf. Indeed I am greatly mif- 
taken if this method of comparing occafional poems 
with the narratives of the events, by which they were 
occafioned, is not the beft way of difclofing their 
beauties, and doing juftice to their authors. Such 
poems make really a part of the memoirs of that life 
to which they relate, and therefore are never more 
properly introduced than in this manner, provided 
they are not too numerous, and the life to which 
they relate has dignity enough to deferve fuch ill u Itera- 
tions. That of Mr. Betterton needs no apology of 
this kind ; for if Cicero took fo much pains to raife 
the character of the Roman Rofcius, I certainly run 
no hazard of being cenfured of over fondnefs for 
him, whom the beft judges have defervedly ftyled the 
Rofcius of England. • But it is now time to come to 
the poem which gave occafion to thefe remarks, and 
which I take to be equally correct and gallant (36). 

As fome brave Knight, who once with fpear and fhield 

Had fought renown in many a well-fought field, 

But now no more with facred fame infpir'd, 

Was to a peaceful hermitage retir'd ; 

There, if by enhance difaft'rous tales he hears, 

Of matrons wrongs and captive virgins tears, 

He feels foft pity urge his generous breaft, 

And vows once more to fuccour the diftreft. 

Buckled in mail he fallics on the plain, 

And tui;ixs him to the feats of arms again. 


So we to former leagues of friendship true, 
Have bid once more our peaceful homes adieu, 
To aid old Thomas, and to pleafure you. 
Like errant damfels boldly we engage, 
Arm'd, as you fee, for the defencelefs ftage. 
Time was when this good man no help did lack. 
And fcorn'd that any She mould hold his back : 
But now, fo age and frailty have ordain'd, 
By two at once he's fore'd to be fuftain'd. 
You fee what failing nature brings man to ; 
And yet let none infult, for ought we know 
She may not wear fo well with fome of you. 
Tho* old, you find his ftrength is not clean pale, 
But, true as fteel, he's mettle to the laft. 
If better he perform'd in days of yore, 
Yet now he gives you all that's in his power ; 
What can the youngeft of you all do more ? 
What he has been, tho'prefent praife be dumb, 
Shall hap'ly be a theme in times to come, 
As now we talk of Rofcius and of Rome. 
Had you with-held your favours on this night, 
Old Shakefpeare's ghoft had ris'n to do him right ; 
With indignation had you feen Him frown 
Upon a worthlefs, witlefs, taftelefs town : 
Griev'd and repining, you had heard him fay, 
Why are the Mufes labours end away ? 
Why did I only write, what only he could play ? 
But fince like friends to wit, thus throng'dyou meet, 
Go on, and make the gen'rous work complete; 
Be true to merit, and ftill own his caufe ; 
Find fomething for him more than bare applaufe- 
In juft remembrance of your pleafures pail, 
Be kind, and give him a difcharge at laft : 
In peace and eafe life's remnant let him wear, 
And hang his con fe era ted Buskin here. 

[N] And perhaps the <vcry. Abbey itfelf.] It would 
have been the eaficft thing in the world to have re- 
ferred the reader to the Tatlers for this fine difcourfe ; 
but then we mould have run the hazard of its not 
being immediately read, or connected with what has 
been faid upon the fubjeft, which would leave this 
account imperfect, and hinder the reader's perceiving 
all the beauties of that (37). For thefe reafons we (17) Tatifcij 
have judged it more expedient to give the whole a No, 167, 
place here, as fecuring by that means the fineft picture 
of this great man that was ever drawn, and the moft 
pleafing likenefs. We may add alfo to thefe another, 
and perhaps a ftronger reafon. This humane and 
admirable paper difco vers the fentiments of thofe 
days, and how juft, how grateful, and full of reve- 
rence 
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has feen it very fully reprefented, by authors every way equal to the tafk, and who 
thought it did honour to their own talents, to do right to the great Genius of Betterton. 
But fome other particulars there are* relating chiefly to his private life, of which I think 
it becomes me to take notice. He was a man of great ftudy and application, and in re- 
gard to the fubjeds which employed his attention, as knowing, and as much a matter, 
as any man could be. He was an excellent critic, more efpecially on Shakefpeare and 
Fletcher, not in remarking their defedts, but in learching out, and producing to light, 
all their minute and hidden beauties. In this he was fo accurate and fo fuccefsful, that 
Mr. Rowe (p ), who was himfelf an excellent judge, and had alfo ftudied the fame authors 
with deep attention, fays the ftrongeft things that man can fay of Betterton's ftrifl in this 


rence the public was to thofe who deferved well of it ' 
in any chara&er. They were not then fatisficd to 
read a few lines of when and where a man was born, 
how long he lived, and when he died, but liftened 
with pleafure to his whole ftory, admired fincerely all 
his good qualities, deplored his lofs, and favourably 
received the endeavours of that writer, who aimed at 
doing juftice to the dead, and placed his own merit 
in celebrating that of other men. May we on all 
fides emulate fo laudable a practice ! 

From my onxrn Apartment, May 2. 

f JLJAVING received notice, that the famous 
1 actor Mr. Betterton was to be interred this even- 

* ing in the cloiilers, near Weftminfter- Abbey, I 

* was refolved to walk thither, and fee the lafl office 
1 done to a man whom I had always very much ad- 
c mired, and from whofe action I had received mere 

* flrong impreflions of what is great and noble in hu- 
' man nature, than from the arguments of the mod 

* folid Philofophers, or the defcription of the moll 

* charming Poets I had ever read. As the rude and 
4 untaught multitude are no way wrought upon more 

* effectually than by feeing public punilhments and 

* executions ; fo men of letters and education feel 

* their humanity moil forcibly exercifed, when they 
' attend the obfequies of men who had arrived at any 
x perfection in liberal accomplishments. Theatrical 

* action is to be eileemed as fuch, except it be ob- 

* jetted, that we cannot call that an art which cannot 

* be attained by art. Voice, ftature, motion, and 

* other gifts, muft be very bountifully bellowed by 
1 nature, or labour and induftry will but puih the 

* unhappy endeavourer in that way, the further off 

* his wifhes. 

* Such an actor as Mr. Betterton ought to be re- 
1 corded with the fame refpect as Rofcius among the 

* Romans. The greatefl orator has thought fit to 

* quote his judgment, and celebrate his life. Rofcius 

* was the example to all that would form themfelves 

* into proper and winning behaviour. His action 

* was fo well adapted to the fentiments he expreffed, 
■ that the youth of Rome thought they wanted only 

* to be virtuous to be as graceful in their appearance 
c as Rofcius. The imagination took a lovely .im- 

* pre Hi on of what was great and good ; and they who 
4 never thought of fetting up for the art of imitation, 

* became themfelves inimitable characters. 

? There is no human invention fo aptly calculated 
4 for the forming a free-born people as that of a 
4 theatre. Tully reports, that the celebrated player 
« of whom I am fpeaking ufed frequently to fay, The 

* perfection of an aclor is only to become what he is do- 

< ing. Young men, who are too unattentive to re- 

* ceive lectures, are irrefitlibly taken with perform- 
6 ances. Hence it is, that I extremely lament the 
' little relifli the gentry of this nation have at prefent 
i for the juifc and noble reprefentations in fome of our 

* Trage dies. The Operas, which are of late intro- 

* duced, can leave no trace behind them that can be 

* of fcrvice beyond the prefent moment. To fing 
' and to dance, are accomplishments very few have 

* any thoughts of practifing ; but to fpeak juftly, and 
'< move gracefully, is what every man thinks he does 
€ perform, or wifhes he did. 

\ * I have hardly a notion, that any performer of 
' antiquity could furpafs the action of Mr. Betterton 

* in any of the occafions in which he has appeared on 
' our llage. The wonderful agony which he ap- 

/ peared in, when he examined the circumftance of 

* the handkerchief in Othello; the mixture of love 

< that intruded upon his mind upon the innocent an- 

* fwets Defdemona makes, betrayed in his gefture 

* fuch a variety and viciflltude of pafiions, as would 
' adinbni/h' a man to be afraid of his own heart, and 
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perfectly convince him, that it is to flab it, to ad- 
mit that worll of daggers, Jealoufy. Whoever 
reads in his clofet this admirable fcene, will find 
that he cannot, except he has as warm an imagina- 
tion as Shakefpeare himfelf, find any but dry, in- 
coherent, and broken fentences': But a reader that 
has feen Betterton act it, obferves there could not 
be a word added ; that longer fpeeches had been 
unnatural, nay, impoflible, in Othello's circum- 
flanccs. The charming paffage in the fame tragedy, 
where he tells the manner of winning the affection 
of his miiirefs, was urged with fo moving and grace- 
ful an energy, that while I walked in the cloiflers, 
I thought of him with the fame concern as if J 
waited for the remains of a perfon who had in real 
life done all that I had feen him reprcfent. The 
gloom of the place, and faint lightb before the ce- 
remony appeared, contributed to the melancholy 
difpofition 1 was in ; and I began to be extremely 
afflicted, ,that Brutus and Caffius had any differ- 
ence ; that Hotfpur's gallantry was fo unfortunate; 
and that the mirth and good humour of Falilaff 
could not exempt him from the grave. Nay, this 
occaf-on in me, who look upon the diflinctions 
amonglt men to be merely fcenical, raifed reflec- 
tions upon the emptinefs of all human perfection 
and greatnefs in general ; and I could not but re- 
gret, that the facred heads which lie buried in the 
; neighbourhood of this little portion of earth in 
; which my poor old friend is depofited, are returned 
to duft as well as he, and that there is no difference 
r in the grave between the imaginary and the real 
: monarch. This made me fay of human life itfelf 
1 with Macbeth : 

e To-morrow, to-morrow, and to-morrow, 

* Creeps in a flealing pace from day to day 
" To the laft moment of recorded time ! 

* And all our yefterdays have lighted fools 

* To their eternal night ! Out, out, fhort candle I 

* Life's but a walking fhadow, a poor player 

' That ilruts and frets his hour upon the llage, 
c And then is heard no more. 

* The mention I have here made of Mr. Betterton, 
' for whom I had, as long as I have known any 
4 thing, a very great efleem and gratitude for the 
e pleafure he gave me, can do him no good ; but it 
1 may poffibly be of fervice to the unhappy woman he 
' has left behind him, to have it known, that this 
' great Tragedian was never in a fcene half fo mov- 
1 ing, as the circumftances of his affairs created at his 
' departure. His wife, after the cohabitation of 
' forty years in the ftricteft amity, has long pined 

* away with a fenfc of his decay, as well in his per- 
' fon as hi> little fortune ; and, in proportion to that, 
' fhe has herfelf decayed both in her health and rea- 
' fon. Her hulband's death, added to her age and 
' infirmities, would certainly have determined her 

* life, but that the greatnefs of her diftrefs has been 
' her relief, by a prefent deprivation of her fenfes. 
\ This abfence of reafon is her bell defence againfl 
' age, forrow, poverty, and ficknefs. I dwell upon 
' this account fo diili nelly, in obedience to a certain 
' great fpirit, who hides her name, and has by letter 
6 applied to me to recommend to her fome object of 
' companion, from whom fhe may be concealed. 

* This, I think, is a proper occafion for exerting 

* fuch heroic generofity ; and as there is an ingenuous 
' ill am e in thofe who have known better fortune to 

* be reduced to receive obligations, as well as a be- 
f coming pain in the truly generous to receive thanks ; 

* in this cafe both thole delicacies are preferved ; for 
c the perfon obliged is as incapable of knowing her 
« benefactrefs, as her benefactrefs is unwilling to be 
4 known by her.' 

reipeft, 
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refpeft. His knowledge of Shakefpeare's merit gave him fo ftrong ; and fo perfeft an 
efteem for him, that he made a journey, or rather a pilgrimage, into Staffordfhire to yifit 
his tomb, and to colled whatever particulars, relating to his hiftory, tradition might 
have preferved and thefe he freely communicated to the fame friend, who acknowledges 
with much candour, that the memoirs of Shakefpeare's life he pubhftied (from which later 
lives have been taken) were the produce of that journey, and freely bellowed on him by 
f9) Account of the collector ( ? ). Yet, extenfive as his knowledge was, and high as he ftood in reputa- 
Mr.w. shake. tion and ^ he was thc mo defteft man living. The young A flora revered him as a 
Si? parent, but they loved him as a parent at the fame time. He was gentle in his language, 
Wj 1 mild in his behaviour, ready in commendation, fincere in advice, and fo indirect m his 
' reproofs, that he had an art of fhewing men their foibles without their feeing that this 
was what he intended, and the fecret was the better kept, becaufe he never mentioned 
fuch failings to another man. Mr. Booth, who knew him only in his decline, faid he 
never faw him, either upon the ftage or off, without learning from him and frequently 
obferved, that Mr. Betterton was no Aftor, that he put on his part with his clothes, and 
was the very man he undertook to be, till the Play was over, and nothing more. He was 
fo exadt in following nature, that the look of furprize he put on in the charader of Ham- 
let, ftruck Mr. Booth fo in that of the Gboft (when he firft played it), as todifable him, 
Boih^uent for fome moments, from going on (r). Yet he was fo communicative, that in thofe parts 
mention of this he played higheft, he would enter into the grounds of his aftion, and explain, as far as it 
pa^ g e at But- was pofnble t0 exp ] a j n5 t h e principles of his art. He was admirably verfed in the adion 
of the ftage, confidered as independent offentiment, and knew perfeftly the dependance, 
conneftion, and bufinefs of the fcenes, fo as to attraft, preferve, and fatisfy, the atten- 
tion of an audience ; an art extremely neceflary to an Author, and yet the hardeft to be 
acquired of any. He was fo far from putting on affuming looks, and a fupercihous air to 
young authors, that he always infilled on their reading his parts to him, and took their 
inftrudlions in the ading them, with the utmoft deference and refpedt (s). But what (hewed £^^ is 
his accurate and thorough fkill in dramatic entertainments, was his own performances as own Life, P . 95. 
an author, which, to thofe who read them, may pofiibly feem too high a compliment, 
becaufe it will be thought, and indeed juftly, that we have many better writers of Co- 
medies than he but yet, as to the fingle point I commend him for, he has been excelled 
r (a J in^in h !he X " h ? none M As he had the rare ^licity of patting through life without envy or re- 

proach, though not without misfortunes, fo this felicity was alfo heightened by his for- 
tunate choice of a wife, with whom he parted his days in domeftic quiet, though they 
were of very different tempers. He was naturally chearful, and had a very high confi- 
dence in Providence; but fhe was of a thoughtful and melancholy temper, more efpe- 
cially after their great lofs, and when fhe faw his health began to decline («). She was MJj™ 
fo ftrongly affedted by his death, which, as we have Ihewn, was in fome meafure fudden, inUmucwhh 1 
that fhe ran diftradted, though fhe appeared rather a prudent and conftant, than a fond her for many 
and paflionate wife. She was extremely ufeful to the Theatre, and more happy in the 5 
inftrufting young A&refies than any other had been-, fo that her misfortune was a great, 
indeed a public lofs [P], She did not long furvive Mr. Betterton. According to our 

beft 


notes, 


(38) Langbain's 
Account of the 
Dramatic Poets, 
P- 5°9' 


(39) It is added 
to his Life, 
written by Captt 
Gildon, and 
oonfequently 
firft printed in 
1 7 10. 


(40) See the 
article of CON- 
CREVE (Wil- 
liam). 


[O] As to the fingle point for which I commend him, 
he has been excelled by tone.] The works of Betterton, 
as a dramatic Poet, are but few, viz. I. The Woman 
made a Juflice. II. The Unjujl Judge ; or Appius and 
Virginia. This was written originally by Mr. John 
We bile r, an old Poet, who flouriftied in the reign of 
James I. It was altered only by Mr. Betterton, who 
was fo cautious and referved upon this head, that it 
was by accident that the fact was known, at leaft with 
certainty (38). III. The Amorous Widow ; or, The 
Wanton Wife ; a play written on the plan of Mo- 
liere's George Dandin. The Amorous Widow is a fe- 
cond plot, interwoven to accommodate the piece more 
to the Englifh tafte. This comedy was acted in Mr. 
Betterton's life-time with great applaufe ; but not- 
withftanding this he could never be prevailed upon to 
publifti it ; fo that the world faw it only as a pofthu- 
mous performance (39). The chief merit of this, 
and indeed of all his performances, lay in the exact 
difpofition of the fcenes, their juft length, great pro- 
priety, and natural connection ; to all which was 
owing their being juftly e deemed the beft acting plays 
that had been brought upon the ftage ; and of how 
great confequence this is to the fate of tragedy and 
comedy may be learned from all Banks's pieces, 
which, though they have nothing elfe to recommend 
them, feldom fail to affect an audience as much, or 
more, than fome tjiat are defervedly in better reputa- 
tion (40). This remark may be of ufe to thofe who 
write for the ftage, fince there are many more plays 
loft for want of attending to this, than from any defi- 
ciency of wit or judgment. 


[P] So that her misfortune nvas a great, indeed a 
public, lofs.] All who remember the theatre in thofe 
days, and whom pains have been taken to confult, 
agree, that Mrs. Betterton deferved in every refpect 
the character given in the text, and was of infinite 
fervice to the Englifh ftage. We will give her praifes 
more particularly from one of them (41). * She was, Apology 

* fays Mr. Cibber, though far advanced in years, fo for the Life of 
1 great a miftrefs of nature, that even Mrs. Barry, Mr « Cibber, 

1 who acted Lady Macbeth after her, could not in ?• x 3*> J 35* 

* that part, with all her fuperior ftrength and melody 

* of voice, throw out thofe quick and carelefs ftrokes 

* of terror from the diforder of a guilty mind, which 
■ the other gave us with a facility in her manner, that 

* rendered them at once tremendous and delightful. 
€ Time could not impair her fkill, though he had 

* brought her perfon to decay. She was to the laft 

* the admiration of all true judges of nature and lovers 
' of Shakefpeare, in whofe plays (he chiefly excelled, 

* and without a rival. When fhe quitted the ftagt, 

* feveral good actrefTes were the better for her inftruc- 

* tion. She was a woman of an unblemiihed and 
c fober life, and had the honour to teach Queen 

* Anne, when Princefs, the part of Semandra in 
1 Mithridates, which fhe acted at Court in King 
1 Charles's time. After the death of Mr. Betterton 

* her hufband, that Princefs, when Queen, ordered 
c her a penfion for life, but (he lived not to receive 
1 more than the firft half year of it/ Thus the reader 
has feen in this matchlefs couple, that all profeffions 
honeftly and ably difcharged are honourable, and 
that it is not at all impoifible for perfons of real worth, 

to 


fa) Wood, 
Axh. Oxon. 
Vhl. ii, col, 
102 S, 


(1) Wood, Ath. 
Oxon, Vol. ii. 

Cjl. 102?, 


fa) Frim his 
Will in the Pre* 
rogative-Office ; 
Stf. a!fo the time 
of hk death, 
b^low. 


BETTS. BEVERIDGE. 

be ft informations, it was about fix months ; but this was long enough for Queen Anne 
to exprefs her compaflion, by giving her a penfion, which was hardly fettled upon her 
before it ceafed. She is faid to hav* recovered her fehfes a little before flie expired (w), 
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to transfer ihe reputation they acquire on the ftage to 
the charadlers they fuftain in life. C. 

%* [Motraye, in his Travels, relates the follow- 
ing anecdote concerning our great aftor. 4 Mr. Bet- 
■ terton (who by his merit made his profeflion be fbr- 
1 got and difpenfed with, and who, like another Dor 

* minico in the Italian Comedy at Paris, was welcome 

* to perfons of the firft rank, and as agreeable on 

* fcrious converfation as on the ftage) being one day 
' at dinner at' the Archbimop of Canterbury's, his 
1 Grace delivered his aflonifhment, that the repre- 

* fentation of fables in their pieces mould make more 

* imprcflion upon the mind, than that of truth in the 
' fermons of the Clergy : upon which Mr. Betterton, 

* defiring leave as to the reafon of it, and obtaining 
' it on condition of preferving the refpeft due to reli- 

* gion, faid, May it pleafe your Grace, it is becaufe 
1 the Clergy, in reading their fermons, pronounce them 


fw) Rcpo tei 
by the fame 
Lady, 


(42) IVfotraye't 
Travels, p. 143. 
Communicated 


1 as if they were reading fables : and we, in ailing our 

* parts, and ufng in them a proper gejlure, re pre lent 

* them like matters of fan (4.2).' There is undoubtedly 
a confiderable degree of weight in Mr. Betterton's ob- 
fervation. The want of life, earneftnefs and energy ^ ^ ^ 
in the Clergy, of different denominations, prevents y * r " ee 
their being attended to in the manner that could be 

wifheJ, and greatly leflens the effe£b of their dif- 
courfes. But this doth not include the whole of the 
difficulty. If the Archbifllop had entered philofo- 
phically into the matter, he would have been lefs 
aftonimed that theatrical reprefentations fhould make 
a more powerful impreflion than fermons. And if 
Mr. Betterton had extended his fpeculations fome- 
what farther, he would have found that the full fo- 
lution of the queftion mult be fought for in the frame 
of human nature, and in a great variety of circum- 
ftances, befides that fingle circumilance to which 
alone he directed his attention.] K. 


BETTS (John), an eminent Phyfician in the XVIIth century, was fori of Mr. 
Edward Betts by his wife Dorothy, daughter of Mr, John Venables, of Rapley in 
Hamplhire. He was born at Winchefter, and educated there in grammar learning. 
From thence he was eledted a fcholar of Corpus-Chrifti college in Oxford, in February 
1642 (a). He took the degree of Bachelor of Arts, February 9, 1646 [b). Being 
ejefted by the Vifitors appointed by the Parliament in 1648, he applied himfelf to the 
ftudy of Phyfic (c)> and commenced Doctor in that faculty, April 11, 1654, having 
accumulated the degrees (d). He praftifed with great fuccefs at London, but chiefly 
among the Roman Catholics, being himfelf of that perfuafion. He was afterwards ap- 
pointed Phyfician in Ordinary to King Charles II. The time of his death is not cer- 
tainly known. Dr. Betts wrote the two phyfical treatifes mentioned below [/*]. B. 


[A] He wrote two Phyfteal Treatifes.] The firft is 
intitied, De Ortu et Natura Sanguinis ; i. e. ' Of the 

* Origin and Nature of the Blood.' Lond. 1669, in 
8vo. Afterwards there was added to it, Medicine 
cum Philofophia Naturali Confenfus ; i. e. ' The Har- 

* mony between Phyfic and Natural Philofophy.' 
Lond. 1662, in 8vo. Dr. George Thomfon, a Phy- 
fician, animadverted upon our author's treatife De 
Ortu et Natura Sanguinis, in his True way of preferr- 
ing the Blood in its integrity. Dr. Betts's fecond piece 
is intitied, Anatomia Thomee Parri annum centefmum 
quinquagefimum fecundum et no-vem menfes agent is, cum 
clarifjimi <viri Gulielmi Har*u#i aliorumque adftantium 
Medicorum Regiorum obfervationibus ; i.e. * The Ana- 

* tomy of Thomas Parr, who died in the 1 $2d year 

* and ninth month of his age, with the Obfervations 
1 of the celebrated Dr. William Harvey, and others 

* of the King's Phyficians, who were prefent (1).' 

* # * [ Thomas Parr, of whofe anatomy Dr. Betts, 
or rather, according co Anthony Wood, Dr. Harvey 
drew up an account, is well known to have been one 
of the moll remarkable inftances of longevity which 
this country has afforded. He was the fon of John 
Parr of Winnington, in the parifh of Alberbury, in 
Shropftiire, and was born in 1483, in the reign of 
King Edward the Fourth. He feems to have been 
of very different ftamina from the reft of mankind, 


and Dr. Fuller tells us that he was thus charaflerifed 
by an eye-witnefs of him : 

From head to heel, his body had all over, 
A quick-fet, thick-fet, nat'ral hairy cover. 

At an hundred and twenty (or, more probably, an 
hundred and two), he married Catherine Milton, 
whom he got with child ; and after that a?ra of his 
life he was employed in threfhing, and other huf- 
bandry work. When he was above an hundred and 
fifty-two years of age, he was brought up to London, 
by Thomas, Earl of Arundel, and carried to Court. 
The King faid to him, c You have lived longer than 

* other men, What have you done more than other 
■ men ?' He replied, I did penance when I was an 

* hundred years old.' He flept away moll: of his time 
while he lived in London, which was only two 
months. He died in the Strand, on the 15th of No- 
vember, 1635, and was buried in Weltrniniier-Abbeyi 
His death is thought to have been accelerated by the 
change of his place and mode of living, and by the 
troublefome concourfe of vifitors and fpedlators. 
There is faid to be a portrait of him in Belvoir caftle, 
and another in Afhmole's Mufeum. The molt valu- 
able is in the collection of the Dutchefs of Portland. 
The fulled account of him extant, is in his " Life, 55 
by Taylor, in the Harlcian Mifcellany (2).] K. 


BEVERIDGE (William), a learned Divine in the XVIIth century, and made 
Bifhop of St. Alaph in the beginning of the XVIIIth, was born at Barrow in Leicefter- 
fhire, in the year 1638 (a). On the 24th of May, 1653, he was admitted into St. 
John's college in Cambridge, and took his degrees; of Bachelor of Arts in 1656, of 
Matter of Arts in 1660, and of Doftor of Divinity in 1679 At his coming to the 

univerfity, he clofely applied himfelf to the ftudy of the learned languages ; and, by 
his great diligence and application, foon became fo well (killed, particularly in all 
Oriental learning, that when he was not above eighteen years of age, he wrote a Trea- 
tife of the Excellency and Ufe of the Oriental Tongues, eipecially the Hebrew,, Chal- 
dee, Syriac, Arabic, and Samaritan, with a Syriac Grammar, in three books ; which 
he publifhed when he was about twenty years of age [yf]. He alfo diftinguiflied him- 


(b) Id. Fafti 
O jcon. Vol, ii. 
col. 52. 

(c) Id. A then. 
ib. 

fd) Id, Fart. rf. 


(%) Granger** 
Biographical 
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fb ) From the 
College and 
Univeifity Re- 
giflers, commu- 
nicated by the 
learned Dr. W. 
Riehardfon. 


[A] AT reatife of the Excellency and Ufe of the 0/7- 
tntal Tongues, &c] I he whole title of it is as fol- 
lows : De Linguarum Orisntalium, prafertim Hebraic a, 

Vol. II, 


Chaldaicee, Syriac*?, Arabics, W Samaritan*, pra~ 
f ant id £5 uju, cum Grammaticd Syriac a tribus libris 
traditd, per G. Bcueridgium. Lond. 1658, 8vo. 
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and Chronicle, 
fifr. Lond. 172K, 
P 353- 


(f) Preface to 

his Private 
Thoughts upon 
Religion, 

(g) Newcourt 
vbij'apra, p, 140 


felf, at the fame time, by his early piefy and feriotifhefs of mind, and by his exemplary 
fobriety and integrity of life, all which procured him very great efteem and veneration'. 
The third day ofjanuary, 1 660-1, he was ordained Deacon, in the church of St. Bo- 
tolph, Alderfgate, by Robert, Bifhop of Lincoln ; and Prieft, in the fame place, the 
(i) Regift.san- 31ft of that month (<;). About this timefij, Dr. Sheldon, Bifhop of London, col- MV*J*.'M 
&5i^ lated him to the vicarage of Ycaling in Middlefex. On the aad of November 1672, 
nefsRegifter he was chofen, by the Lord-Mayor and Aldermen of London, Kedtor of St. reter s an4Newcoufci 
Cornhill, London, and then he refigned the vicarage of Yealing (e). _ Upon his being ^Voft" 
thus placed in the metropolis of this kingdom, he applied himfelf, with the utmoft la- p 764. 
bour and zeal, to the difcharge of his Miniftry in its feveral parts and offices ; and fo ilL^^ 
inftruftive was he in his difcourfes from the pulpit, fo warm and affectionate in his pri- *** 93. 
vate exhortations, fo regular and uniform in the public worfhip of the Church, and in 
every part of his paftoral function, and fo remarkably were his labours crowned with 
fuccefs, that as he himfclf was juftly ftyled < the great Reviver and Reftorer of primi- 
tive piety,' fo his parifh was defervedly propofed, as the bed model and pattern, for 
the reft of its neighbours to copy after (f). His Angular merit having recommended 
him to the favour of his Diocefan, Bifhop Henchman, he was collated by him, 011 
the twenty-fecond of December, 1674, to the prebend of Chifwick, in the cathedral 
of St. Paul's, London (g) ; and, by his fucceffor Bilhop Compton, he was alfo, on the 
third of November, 1681, collated to the archdeaconry of Colchefter (h). In this 
dignity he behaved, as he had done before in every ftation of life; namely, in a molt 
regular, watchful, and exemplary manner: for, not fatisfied with the falfe, or at lead 
imperfect, reports given in by Church-wardens at Vifitations, he vifited every parifh 
within his archdeaconry in perfon [£]. November the 5th, 1684, he was inltalled 
Prebendary of Canterbury, in the room of Dr. Du Moulin, deceafed (/), He became 
alfo Chaplain to King William and Queen Mary. In 1691, he was offered, but re- 
fufed, the See of Bath and Wells [C], then vacant by the deprivation of Dr. Thomas 
Kenn, for not taking the oaths to King William and Queen Mary (k). But though 
he refilled that See, becaufe, probably, being a man of a tender conscience, he would 
not eat Dr. Kenn's bread, according to the language of thofe times, he afterwards ac- 
cepted of that of St. Afaph, vacant by the transition of Dr. George Hooper to Bath 
([) LeNeve, a» and Wells, and was confeerated July 16, 1704 (I). Being placed in this eminent fta- 
tion, his care and diligence increafed, in proportion as his power in the Church was 
enlarged and as he had before discharged the duty of a faithful Paftor over his fmgle 
fold, fo when his authority was extended to larger diftrifts, he ftill purfued the fame 
pious and laborious methods of advancing the honour and intereft of religion, by watch- 
ing over both clergy and laity, and giving them all neceflary direction and afliftance, 
for the effeftual performance of their refpedive duties. Accordingly, he was no fooner 
advanced to the epifcopal chair, but in a mod pathetic and obliging letter to the Clergy 
of his diocefe, he recommended to them the i duty of catechifing and inftrufting the 
1 people committed to their charge, in the principles of the Chriftian religion to the 
' end they might know what they were to believe, and do, in order to falvation and 
told them, 1 he thought it neceflary to begin with that, without which, whatever elfe 
€ he, or they, fhould do, would turn to little or no account, as to the main end of the 
c miniftry (m).' And to enable them to do this the more' effe6tually, he fent them a 
plain and eafy Ewpojition upon the Church Catechifm. This good man did not enjoy his 
epifcopal dignity above three years feven months and twenty days ; for he died at his 
lodgings in the cloyfters in Weftminfter-Abbey, March the 5th, 1707-8, in the 71ft 
year of his age (»), and was buried in St. Paul's cathedral (0). He left the greateft 
part of his eftate to the Societies for propagating the Go/pel, and promoting Chriftian Know- 
ledge. To the curacy of Mount Sorrel in particular, and vicarage of Barrow in the 
county of Leicefter, in a thankful remembrance of God's mercies vouchfafed to him 
thereabouts, he bequeathed twenty pounds a year for ever,, on condition that prayers 
be read morning and evening every day, according to the Liturgy of the Church of 
England, in the chapel, and parifh church aforefaid ; with the fum of forty fliillings 
yearly, to be divided equally upon Chriftmas-eve, among eight poor houfekeepers of 
Barrow, as the Minifter and Church-wardens fhould agree, regard being had efpecially 
to thofe who had been moft conftantly at prayers, and at the facrament of the Lord's 
Supper, the foregoing year. And if it fhould fo happen, that the Common-Prayer 
CDuld not be read in the church or chapel aforefaid, his will then was, that what fhould 
have been given in either place for that, be in each place allowed to one chofen by the 
Vicar of Barrow to teach lchool, and inftrudt the youth in the principles of the Chri- 
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[B] lie vifited every parifo within his archdeaconry 
in perfon.] He took a very particular and exaft ac- 
count of every church he vifited ; the condition it 
was in ; what utenfils it had, or wanted ; what re- 
pairs were neceflary, and the like. The fame me- 
thod he ufed with regard to the Clergy's houfes : And 
all thofe things he fet down difHnctly in a book, 
which was in the pofleflaon of his fucceffor. 


[C] He was offered, hut refufed, the See of Bath 
and Wells.} Upon this occafion there was publiftied, 

* A Vindication of their Majefties authority to fill 

* the Sees of the deprived Bifhops. In a Letter out 

1 of the Country ; occafioned by Dr. B 9 s re- 

' fufal of the Bilhopric of Bath and Wells.' Li- 
cenfed May 29, 1691, 4to. 
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ftian religion, according to the dodrine of the Church of England (p). His works (r) V om his 
were many, and full of great variety of learning. Thofe publifhed by himfelf were as T^l^i™' 
follows: I. Be Linguarum Orientalium^ pr<cfertim Hebraic*, Chaldaic*, Syriaca?, Arabic*, London; 
fc? Samaritan*, prJftantid fc? ufu % &c. # mentioned above. Lond. 1658, Svo. II. Infti- 
tutionum Cbronologicarum libri duo, ana cum totidem Arithmetices Chronologic* libellis. Lond. 
1669, 4to[D], III. Iuvo'(W, Jive Pandett* Canonum SS. Apoftolorum, & Conciliorum ab 
Ecclefid Gr*ca receptorum ; necnon Canonicarum SS. Patrum Epiftolarum \ una cum Schohis 
ant iquorum fingulis eorum annexis^ £s? fcriptis aliis hue fyeftantibus \ quorum plurima e Biblio- 
thee* Bodleian* aliarumque MSS. Codicibus mine primum edita : reliqua cum itfdem MSS. 
fummti fide &? diligent id collata. To turn Opus in duos Tomos divifum Gulielmus Beveregius 
Ecclefi* Anglican* Prejhyter* recenfuit, Prolegomena s munivit, & Jknotationibus auxtt. 
Oxonii, 2 vol. fol. 1672 [£]. IV. Codex Canonum Ecclefi* Primitiv* vindicatus iU 
luftratus. Lond. 1679, 4 to [F]. V. The Church Catechifm explained, for the ufe of 
the diocefe of St. Afaph. Lopd. 1704, 4to, reprinted feveral rimes fince in a imaller 
volume. Next follow Bifliop Beveridge's works, publifhed after his deceafe by his ex- 
ecutor Mr. Timothy Gregory. To fpeak the truth, they do not feem to have been de- 
figned by the author for the prefs ; and therefore the publication of them was, in gene- 
ral, a great injury to the good Bifliop's meiriory. However, they are, I. c Private 
€ Thoughts upon Religion, digeftcd into twelve Articles, with pra&ical Refolutions 
c formed thereupon/ Written in his younger years (when he was about twenty-three 
years old), for the fettling of his principles and conduft of Life. Lond. 1709. Hi 
c Private Thoughts upon a Chriftian Life $ or, NecefTary Directions for its Beginning 
c and Progrefs upon Earth, in order to its final Perfection in the Beatific Vifion.* 
Part II. Lond. 1709. III. < The great Neceffity and Advantage of public Prayer and 
c frequent Communion. Defigned to revive primitive Piety 3 with Meditations, Eja- 
< dilations, and Prayers, before, at, and after the Sacrament/ Lond. 17 10. Thefe 
have been reprinted feveral times in 8vo and i2mo. IV. f One hundred and fifty Ser- 
c mons and Difcourfes on feveral Subjects/ Lond. 1708, &c. in 12 vols. 8vo, re- 
printed at London, 1719, in 2 volumes, fol. V. Thefaurus Theologicus ; or, c A com- 
* plete Syftem of Divinity, fummedup in brief Notes upon feleCt places of the Old and 
1 New Teftament j wherein die facred Text is reduced under proper Heads, explained 
c and illuftrated with the Opinions and Authorities of the ancient Fathers, Councils* 
4 &c/ Lond. 17 1 1, 4 vols. 8vo. VI. c A Defence of the Book of Pfalms, collected 
c into Englifti Metre by Thomas Sternhold, John Hopkins, and others - f with critical 
€ Obfervations on the New Verfion, compared with the Old/ Lond. 17 10, 8vo. In 
this book he gives the old verfion the preference to the new. VII. c Expofition of the 
c XXXIX Articles/ Lond. 17 10, 17 16, fol. [G] Bifliop Beveridge's character is in 

general 

[D] Inftitutionum Chronologic arum Libri duo, &c] ftarls, of the Contents of all the Canons ; of the Sy- 
The firft edition was publifhed in 1669; a fecond nod, which reftored the Patriarch Photius to the See 
came out in 1705, 4m ; and a third beautifully printed of Conftantinople ; the Acts of the eighth Synod of 
in 1721, 8vo. This volume is a very good intro- Conftantinople. Laftly, Mr. Beveridge's large and 
chi&ion to Chronology. In the firft and fecond books learned Notes upon the whole. All the particulars 
the author treats of the nature and parts of Chrono- above-named are printed in two columns, the Greek 
logy, and of the terms and other particulars belong- on one fide, and the Latin tranflation on the other; 
ing thereto. And in the third and fourth books has with the notes of Theodorus Balfamon, John Zo- 
riven a ftiort Syftem of Charaeleriftic Arithmetic naras, and Alexius Ariftenus, on feveral of the Ca- 
( which has never been handled before by any writer), nons. 

as far as is neceflary for underilanding Chronology [F] Codex Canonum Ecclefia? Primitives vindicate 9 
thoroughly. &c] This Book is a vindication of the author's opi- 

[£] Tunhxci, Jtve Pandeela Canonum, &c] This nion concerning the Authority of the Apoftolical Ca- 
beautiful edition contains, in Vol. I. The Canons at- nons, and the time when they were made. In his 
tributed to the Apoftles ; the Canons — of the firft Notes on thefe Canons (1) he had fixed the date of (1) Page 1—8. 
Council of Nice ; of the firft Council of Conftanti- them at the end of the fecond, and beginning of the third 
nople ; of the Council of Ephefus ; of the Council century (2) ; taking a middle courfe between Fran. f% \ ^ A 
of Chalcedon ; of the fixth Council in Trullo ; of Turrianus, who affirmed that they were all made by ' 
the fecond Council of Nice ; of the firft and fecond the Apoftles at the Council of Jerufalem ; and John 
Councils of Conftantinople held in the church of the Daille, who maintained (3) that they were not com- / > Dt prj 
Apoftles ; of the Council of Conftantinople held in pofed till the fifth century, by fome impoftor, and epigraphis/tpl* 
the church of Sanfla Sophia ; of the Councils of did not appear till the end of that century. In the fto/ids, publUhed 
Carthage, Ancyra, Neocsefarea, Gangra, Antioch, Notes above mentioned, Mr. Beveridge had made in l6 5 i » 
Laodica?a, Sardica, Carthage: And the arguments fome reflections on this opinion of Daille, whereupon 
and Arabic paraphrafe of Jofeph the Egyptian, on an anonymous author publifhed Ohfervations upon Mr. 
the Canons of the four General Councils. The lid Beveridge's Refefiions ; to which the Codex Canonum 
volume comprehends the Canons of Dionyfius Alex- Ecclefea Primitive? vindicatus is a reply, 
andrinus ; of Petrus Alexandrinus ; of Gregory [G] Expofition of the XXXIX Articles, &c] Upon 
Thaumaturgus ; of S. Athanafius ; S. Bafil ; S. Gre- the publication of this, there came out a pamphlet, 

§ory Nyflen ; the Canonical Anfwers of Timothy, intitled, ' A ftiort View of Dr. Beveridge's Writ- 
ifhop of Alexandria ; the Canons of Theophilus, * ings, which may ferve as a preliminary Difcourfe 
Archbiihop of Alexandria ; the Catholic Epiftles of * to an Examination of his Articles.' Lond. 171 1, 
Cyrill, Archbiftiop of the fame ; Verfes of St. Gre- 8vo. A pamphlet, wherein the §ood Bifhop's works 
gory the Divine and S. Amphilochius, fhewing what are feverely attacked, and often juftly. The Expo- 
books of the Old and New Teftament are to be read ; fnion upon the firft Article was publifhed at firft by 
a Circular Letter of Gennadius, Patriarch of Con- itfelf in 1710. 
fun tin op !e ; a Letter of Tar alius, Patriarch of Con- 
ftantinople, to Pope Adrian ; a Synopfis of the Ca- * # * [In the General Dictionary, a larger account 
norncal Letters of Alexius Ariftenus. Pan II. An is given of Bilhop Beveridge's Works than what we 
Alphabetical Index or Syntagma, by Matthew Bla- meet with above ; and there is, likewife, in that Dic- 
tionary 
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BEVERIDGE, 


(i ) Preface to 
hit Sermons, 


(a) No. 74, 
Vol. i 


general feprefented in a mod advantageous light. He was a pcrfon of the ftri&eft inte- 
grity, of true and fincere piety, of exemplary charity, and of great zeal for religion. 
For all which excellent qualities he was lb highly efteemed, that when he was dying, 
one of the chief of his order defervedly faid of him, < There goes one of the greateft, 
c and of the beft men that ever England bred (?).' He is alfo celebrated as a man of 
extenfive and almoft univerfal learning ; furniihed, to a very eminent degree, with all 
ufeful knowledge j and much to be admired for his readinels in the fcriptures, which 
he had thoroughly ftudied, lb that he was able to produce fuitable pailages from them 
on all occafions, and happy in explaining them to others (r). Mr. Nelfon fays 0), that 
he cannot forbear acknowledging the favourable difpenfation of Providence to the pre- 
fent age, in blefling it with fo many of thofe pious difcourfes, which our truly primi- 
tive Prelate delivered from the pulpit j and that he the rather takes the liberty to call 
it a favourable difpenfation of Providence, becaufe the Bifhop gave no orders himfelf 
that they fhould be printed, but humbly neglefted them, as not being compoied for 
the prefs. But that this circumftance is fo far from abating the worth of the fermons, 
or diminiftiing the character of the author, that it railes the excellency of both, becaufe 
it lhews at once the true nature of a popular difcourfe ; which is to improve the gene- 
rality of hearers, and for that purpofe to fpeak to them in a plain and intelligible ftyle, 
and alfo the great talent the Bifhop had that way. Dr. Henry Felton fays (/), that our 
learned and venerable Bifhop hath delivered himfelf with thofe ornaments alone, which 
his fubjedl fuggefted to him, and hath written in that plainnefs and folemnity of ftyle, 
that gravity and fimplicity, which give authority to the facred truths he teacheth, and 
unanfwerable evidence to the doftrines he defendeth. That there is fomething lb great, 
primitive, and apoftolical, in his writings, that it creates an awe and veneration in our 
mind ; that the importance of his fubjefts is above the decoration of words » and what 
is great and majeftic in itfelf, looketh molt like itfelf, the lets it is adorned. The au- 
thor of one of the Guardians («), having made an extraft out of one of the Bifhop's fer- 
(iv) sermon r n mons (w), tells us, that it may for acutenefs of judgment, ornament of fpeech, and 
Exodus m. j 4 . true f u kii m e, compare with any of the choiceft writings of the Ancients, who lived 
neareft to the Apoftles times. But the author of a pamphlet publifhed in 17 11 (x), 
pafles a very different judgment upon Bifhop Beveridge's works, in order to flop, as he 
fays, the mifchief they are doing, and that which the publication of his Articles may 
do. — With regard to the Bifhop's Language^ he obferves (y ), that he delights in jingle 
and quibbling ; affe&s a tune and rhyme in all he fays, and refts arguments upon no- 
thing but words and founds. — And as to his Principles and Arguings, he eftablifhes, faith 
that author, falfehood and truth with equal ftrength (z). His writings are full of miftakes 
in Logic. — That fome of his fermons are a perplexed going round from one thing to 
another, and from that in return back again to it; and abound in contradidlions (*?) : 
That he proves even the mofl important points by arguments that are not conclufive (£) : 
That he is a downright Calvinift ; and fpeaks in* fuch a manner of the fatisfaftion of 
Chrift, as would in any one elfe have been called by a man of the Bifhop's zeal no lefs 
than blafphemy (c) : That he makes many things necefTary to falvation, which the 
Scripture fpeaks not one word o((d) : That, though he dares fay the Bifhop v/as far 
enough from Popery, yet there are fome things in him which are agreeable to it (e) : 
And finally, that he deflroys that which is the foundation of all Religion, and of all 
other knowledge in the world, that which is the gift of God, and the glory of our na- 
ture, our lenfes arrtl our reafon. — But perhaps this animadverter will by fome be ranked 
among the perfons, of whom Dr. Lupton gives the following character (f) : c Thofe 
c who are cenforious enough to refleft with feverity upon the pious (trains, which are 
c to be found in Bifhop Beveridge, &c. may pofiibly be good judges of an Ode or 
€ Eflay, but do not feem to criticize juftly upon Sermons, or exprefs a juft value for 
c fpiritual things.' After all, whatever faults may be found in Bi(hop Beveridge's 
pofthumous works, muft be charged upon the avarice or injudicioufnefs of his executor. 
He is not indeed to be ranked among Tillotfon, S. Clarke, Clagett, and the two 
Sherlocks, for clofenefs of reafoning, and elegancy of ftyle ; but his honefty and good- 
nefs will always be had in reverence. M. 
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tionary, a very copious and particular analyfis of the 

* Short View of Dr. Beveridge's Writings.' From 
this analyfis it is evident, that the author of the pam- 
phlet by no means falls under Dr. Lupton's cenfure. 

* The Short View 1 appears to be a mafteriy piece of 
theological criticifm, and to have pointed out a vail 
number of paflages, in the good Prelate's perform- 
ances, the weaknefs of which cannot juftly be denied. 
—It is in the Bifhop's * Private Thoughts' that he has 
laid himfelf more particularly open to animadverfion. 
His Meditation upon the Trinity has been taken no- 
tice of by feveral authors ; and it will be allowed, by 
all the judicious believers of that dodlrine, that what 
he hath faid upon the fubjeel is Angularly extrava- 
gant and abfurd. He adopts, without referve, the 
famous maxim of Tertullian ; Credo, quia impojjibile 
eft. The fincerity and piety of Dr. Beveridge's in- 


tentions cannot be doubted ; but if what he hath ad- 
vanced were true, nothing could be more to the dif- 
honour of the Chriftian religion. Mr. YVhilton, 
writing to the pious and learned Mr. Nelfon, ob- 
ferves: « Good Sir, give me leave to fay, that fuch 

* doctrines as you and Biihop Beveridge do fupport in 
' thefe matters, are no better than the heretical no- 

* tjons which Tertullian and fome of the Montaniils 
1 took from elder Heretics ; and which were after- 

* ward propagated by thofe ignorant and pernicious 
1 Heretics, Martellus and Atbanafius, contrary to the 

* fenfc of the body of the Chriitian Church in their 
e times : and which, as improved by the later igno- 
f rant ages, have come down to our days ; but be- 
1 gins to be feen and rejected by all the moft learned 

* and impartial enquirers. Sure, Sjr, we are not 'to 
' believe myfterits farther than they are a part of the 

1 Revelation 


BEVERLY. 


,OI 


(4) WhuWs 

Memoirs of his 
own Life and 
Writing?, p.i 54, 

*55- 


* Revelation of Chrift ; and fo far I fully believe any 
< that are laid before me (4)/ 

When in King James the Second's reign, brkfs 
were granted for collating money for the relief of The 
perfecurei French Proceftants, and Dr. Tillotfon, 
then Dean of Canterbury, was very zealous for the 
contribution, Dr. Beveridge, as one of the Preben- 
daries of that .dtLe.lral, either from a coolnefs to- 
wards foreign Proteftants, or an unnecelTary fcruple 


with refpecl to forms even in affairs of weight and 
fubftance, objefted to the reading of a brief there, as 
contrary to the rubric. But the Dean made him this 
more and fignificant reply ; 1 Do&or, Dodlor, cha- 
' rity is above rubrics (5).' 

The Life of Bilhop Beveridge, prefixed to the folio 
edition of his works, was written by Mr. Kimber, 
a di/Tenting Minifter, of the Baptift periuafion, in 
London (6).] K. 
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BEVERLY (John of), in Latin Joannes Beverlacius^ Archbifliop of York in the 
eighth century, was born, of a noble family among the Englifh Saxons, at Harpham, a 
frnall town in Northumberland (a). He was firft a Monk, and afterwards Abbot of the 
monaftery of St. Hilda (b). He was inftru&ed in the learned languages by Theodore, 
Archbifhop of Canterbury, and was juftly efteemed one of the beft fcholars of his time 
(c). Alfred of Beverly, who wrote his Life, pretends that he itudied at Oxford, and 
took there the degree of Mafter of Arts but Bifhop Godwin allures us this cannot be 
true, becaufe fuch diftinftion of degrees was not then known at Oxford, nor any where 
elfe in the Chriftian world (d). Our Abbot's merit recommended him to the favour of 
Alfred, King of Northumberland, who, in the year 685, advanced him to the See of 
Haguftald, or Hexham, and, upon the death of Archbifliop Bofa in 6875 tranflated 
him to that of York (e). This prelate was Tutor to the famous Bede, and lived in 
the ftriifteft friendfhip with Acca, and other Anglo-Saxon Doctors, feveral of whom he 
put upon writing Comments on the Scriptures. He likewife founded, in 704, a col- 
lege at Beverly for fecular priefts [/?]. After he had governed the See of York thirty- 
four years, being tired with the tumults and confufions of the Church, he diverted 
himfelf of the epifcopal chara6ler, and retired to Beverly ; and four years after died in 
the odour of San£Iity y on the 7th of May, 721 (/) [B]. The day of his death was ap- 
pointed 


( 0 Bach's Life 
of Tillotfon, 
p. 121, 122. 

(6) MonthlyRe- 
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p. 449. 


(b) Pit% de IU 
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(f) Bale and 
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(1) Britannia, 
*y Bifhop Gib- 
fon, laft edit. 
Vol. ii, col. 89 t. 


(2) Cimden, \b% 
ft col. 892, 


[A*\ He built a college tit Beverly for fecular priefts .] 
Camden informs us (1), that the memory of John of 
Beverly was fo facred among our Kings (particularly 
Athelftane, who honoured him as his guardian Saint, 
after he had defeated the Danes), that they endowed 
this college with very confiderable immunities. A- 
mong other privileges, it had that of an Afyhun or 
fan&uary for debtors, and perfons fufpe&ed of capital 
crimes. Within it ftood a chair of ftone, with this 
infeription : 

Hjec Sedes Lap idea Freedjlool dicitur, i. e. Pa- 
cis Cathedra, ad quam reus fugiendo per- 
veniens omni mo dam habet securitatem. 

That is, 

This Stone Seat is called Freedftool, i. e. the Chair of 
Peace, to which what criminal foever flies has full pro- 
teclion. 

The fame author tells us, that the town of Beverly 
had a church before the time of John of Beverly, de- 
dicated to St. John the Evangelift, which this Arch- 
bifhop converted into a chapel for his new erected mo- 
naftery. He adds, ■ The Minftcr here is a very fair 
« and neat ftru&ure. — At the upper end of the quire, 

* on the right fide of the altar-place, Hands the Freed- 

* fool above mentioned, made of one entire Hone 
4 (faid to have been removed from Dunbar in Scot- 

* land), with a well of water behind it. At the up- 
4 per end of the body of the church, next the quire, 

< hangs an ancient table with the pictures of St. John 
4 (from whom the church is named), and of King 

* Athelftane the founder of it ; and between them 

* this diltich : 

1 Als free make I thee 

* As heart can wijh, or egh can fee (2)/ 

But we have a more particular account of the foun- 
dation and hiftory of the church of Beverly, in the 
Appendix to Leland's Colleclanea, publifhed by Mr. 
T. Hearne. It is intitled, Out of a loofe paper lying 
in a foL MS. (containing Excerpta out of Leland's 
Colleclanea, that I have before printed) in the hands of 
my learned friend, Roger Gale, Efq\ The account is 
as follows: ■ Out of the Great Regifter, or Town- 

< Book of Beverly. The Firft Foundation of the Col- 

* legiate Church of Blejfed John of Beverly. The 

* Collegiate Church of Blefled John of Beverly was 
f anciently founded in the county of York, in a cer- 

* tain country called Deyira, to wit, in the wood of 

* the Deyirians, in the time of Lucius the moft il- 
Vo*,. II. 


: luftrious King of (England, then called) Brittany, 
1 the firft King of the fame, the fori of Coil, a Pagan " 
r King, anointed by Pope Eleuthcrius, the thirteenth 
f after Peter, in the year of our Lord Jefus Chrift, the 
: Son of God the Father Almighty, Creator of heaven 
1 and earth, together with the Holy Ghoft, according 
( to the computation of the Church of England, 126. 
c Afterwards it was deftroyed by the Pagans Orfe and 

* Hengift, and is again renewed and founded by the 
€ aforefaid BleiTed John, Archbifhop of York, is or- 

* dained a monaftery of Black Monks, of religious 
■ Nuns, Virgins, feven fecular Priefts for the fervice of 
f God, and divers other minifters, to wit, in the year 
f of our Lord 704. And alfo again it is deftroyed 
c by the Pagans Hubba and Hungar Danes, the 

* fous of Swayn, King of the Danes, After that it 

* is refounded and augmented by the moft illuftrious 
6 King of England, Athelftane, who endowed the 
€ faid church with divers privileges, gifts, and bene- 
' flees ; and fo it remained honourably endowed under 
f the government of feven Canons, until the coming 

* of William called the Baftard, the Conqueror and 

* King, and fo until the year of our Lord 1082. 

* And then with the confent of William called Rufus 

* of England, by Thomas Archbifhop called the El- 
' der, by the alien t of the Canons, and others whom 

* it concerned, Thomas the nephew of the faid Lord 
4 Archbifliop, a prieft, was ordained and called the 

* firft Provoft ; to whom fucceeded Thurftan of blefted 
' memory, to whom Thomas called the Norman, to 
c whom Robert, to whom, Sec. to whom the ve- 

* nerable father and lord, Lord Peter of Chefter ; 

* who purchafed many tenements, revenues, and fer- 

* vices to the fayd Provoftfhip and Provoft thereof, 
4 and left implements of diverfe goods and chattells 

* in all the mannors of the faid Provoftfhip, both 
4 quicke and dead; to whom, &c. (3).' 

[B] He died, Sec] Godwin tells us (4), he was 
buried in the church-porch of his monaftery : but this leaan. Part ii. 
is not confident with what Camden tells us concern- p> 45 
ing the difcovery of his remains about the middle of (4) De Praeful 
the 1 6th century. Let that Antiquarian fpeak for An&1 
himfelf. € In the year 1564, upon opening a grave, 
1 they rnet-with a vault of fquared free-ftone, fifteen 

* feet long, and two feet broad at the head, but at 
' the feet a foot and a half broad. Within it was a 
' Jheet of lead four feet long, and in that the afhes, 
€ and fix beads (whereof three crumbled to duft with 

* a touch, and of three remaining two were fuppofed 

* to be cornelians), with three great brafs pins, and 
( four large iron nails. Upon the fheet lay a leaden 
1 plate, with this infeription : 

4 H « Akmo 


(3) See Append. 
to LelancPs c ol- 
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BEVERLY. BIDDLE, 

pointed a feftival by a Synod held at London in 141 6 (g). Bede, and other Monkifh 
writers, afcribe feveral miracles to John of Beverly, of which we (hall give the reader 
a tafte in the remark [C]. Between three and four hundred years after his death, his 
body was taken up by Alfric, Archbifliop of York, and placed in a flirine richly adorned 
with filver, gold, and precious ftones (b). Bromton relates (/), that William the Con- 
queror, when he ravaged Northumberland with a numerous army, fpared Beverly alone, 
out of a religious veneration for St. John of that place. This prelate wrote fome pieces, 
which are mentioned in the remark [D]. 

Pits helps us to another JOHN of BEVERLY, fo called from the place, of his 
nativity. He was a Carmelite Monk in the fourteenth century, a very learned man, 
and Dodlor and Profeflbr of Divinity at Oxford. He flourilhed about the year 139a, 
in the reign of Richard II., and wrote, I. Quejtiones in Magiftrum Sententtarum i. e. 
c Queftions on the Matter of the Sentences/ In four books. II. Difputatimes otdina - 
"i. e . c Difputations on the ufual topics.' In one book (k). 


(•) Mjirmadukc 
Nelfon. 


(5) Camden, 
ubifupra* 


rt<e 


« + Anno ab incarnatione Domini MCLXXXVIII. 

* COMBUSTA FUIT HJEC ECCLESIA IN MENSE SEPTEM- 

* BRI, IN SEO^UENTI NOCTE POST FESTUM SaNCTI 
« Math/ei apostoli : ET IN AN. MCXCVII. VI. 
« IDUS MARTII FACTA FUIT iNqUISITIO KELI- 
« qUIARUM Beati Johannis in hoc LOCO, ET IN- 

* VENT A SUNT HJEC OSSA IN ORIENT A LI PARTE SE- 

* PULCHRI ET HIC RECONDITA, ET PULVI3 CEM EN- 

* TO MI XT US IBIDEM INVENTUS EST ET RECON0ITVS." 

In Englifti thus : 
In the year of our Lord 1 1 88, this church was burnt in 
the month of September, on the night following the feafi 
of St. Matthew the Apoftle ; and in the year 1 197, on 
the ftxth of the ides of March, enquiry was made after 
the reliques of St. John in this place, and thefe hones 
were found in the eaft part of the fepulchre, and were 
buried here, and there alfo dujl mixed with mortar was 
found and buried. 

€ Crofs over this lay a box of lead, about {even 

* inches long, fix broad, and five high ; wherein 

* were feveral pieces of bones, mixed with a little 

* duft, and yielding a fwcet fmell ; as alfo a knife 
f and beads. All thefe things were carefully re-inter- 

* red in the middle alley of the body of the minftcr, 

* where they were taken up. But a feal, which was 
r alfo found therein, was not re-interred with the reft, 

* but came into the pofleiTion of a (*) private hand : 
f Which account agrees not with what Bifhop God- 

* win has left us about this Saint ; namely, that he 
r was buried in the church-porch. For though what 

* is mentioned in the infeription was only a re- inter- 

* ment upon the inquifition made, yet it looks a little 

* llrange, that they mould not lay the reliques in the 

* fame place where they found them ; unlefs we folve 
1 it this way, that but part of the church was then 

* Handing, and they might lay him there with a de - 

* fign to remove him when it fhould be rebuilt, but 

* afterwards either neglected or forgot it (5).* 

[C I Bede, and others, afcribe feveral miracles to 
this Saint.] A youth, that had been dumb from his 
infancy, being brought to the good Bifhop, he or- 
dered him to put out his tongue ; and making the 
fign of the crofs upon it, he commanded him to draw 
it in again. Then he bade him pronounce the letter 
A, which he readily did ; then the letter B, and fo 


(g) Godwirij 
ubi fupra. 


on quite through the alphabet. Next he tried him 
with fingle words, and afterwards with fen fences ; 
and from that time the young man had the free and 
entire ufc of fpeech (6). A Nun in the monaftery of 
Watton, named tjhtoanburg, having been blooded in 
the arm, and the wound fettering, was, through the 
violence of the pain occafioncd thereby, brought in 
danger of death. The Abbefs hereupon defired the 
Archbifliop, who was come thither, to viiit the poor 
girl, and affift her with his prayers ; which John ac- 
cordingly did, and gave her his benediction. From 
that inftant her pain began to abate, and (he was foon 
reftored to perfect health (7). Another time, having 
confecrated a church, and being invited to dinner by 
a nobleman named Puch, whofe wife lay fick in bed, 
John fent her fome of the confecrated water, ordering 
her to drink it ; by which means me was inftantly 
made whole, and ferved the good Bifhop at table (8). 
Of the fame ft amp are the other miracles recorded by 
Bede (9). Bromton tells a ftory (10) of a miraculous 
appearance of the Holy Ghoft, in thefhapeof a dove, 
and fitting on the altar, whilft the holy man was pray- 
ing in the porch of St. Michael's church in York. 
William of Malmibury (11), and Matthew of Weft- 
minfter (12), report a very ftrange thing, which con- 
tinued to their time, and was fhewn as it were for a 
fight. They tell us, that the people of Beverly ufed 
to bring bulls, the wildeft and fierceft they could 
meet with. Thefe unmanageable creatures they ufed 
to bring hampered with cords, with feveral ftrong 
men to drag them along ; who, as foon as they en- 
tered the church-yard of Beverly, dropped their 
fierce and formidable nature, and were as tame as if 
they had been metanwphofed into ftieep. And the 
people were fo well allured of their inorTenfivenefs, 
that they ufed to turn them loofe, and play with 
them. 

[D] He wrote fome pieces.] Bale and Pits mention 
the following. I. Pro Luca exponenda ; i. e. * An 
1 Eflay towards an Expofition of St. Luke,' addrefled 
to Bede. II. Homilia* in Evangjlia ; i. e. * Homilies 
1 on the Gofpels.' III. EpiJioU ad Hildam Abbatif 
fam ; i. e. 1 Letters to the Abbefs Hilda.' IV. tpif 
toLc ad Hercbaldum, Andenum, ct Bertinum ; i. e. 
1 Letters to his difciples Herebaldus, Andenus, and 
1 Beninus.' B. 


(kj Pitt, ubi fa 
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(iz) Flores Hil- 
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BIDDLE (John), a very eminent Socinian writer in the feventeenth century, and 
fon of Edward Biddle, a middle fort of Yeoman, who alio dealt in woollen clothes {a)> 
was born at Wotton-under-Edge in Gloucefterfhire, and baptized the 14th of January, 
(h) wood, ibid. 1615 (b). He was educated in the free-fchool of his native place, and being a hopeful 
youth, was taken notice of, particularly by George Lord Berkeley; who, for his en- 


(a) Short Ac- 
count of the Life 
of J. Biddle, 
prefixed to the 
firft Vol. of $<?« 

couragement, allowed him an exhibition of ten pounds a year, among other poorer fcho- C ^™tJlZu»* 

don x 69 1, 4'4* 
I^r. Wood tyf 
his father wat i 
Taylor; which 
is much the 
fame. 

Athenae, eJit. 
1721, Vol. ii. 
col. 300* 


lars; though, being under teri years of age, he was not qualified, according to the 
common method, for that donation. This caufed him fo vigorously to apply himfelf to 
his ftudies, that he made a great progrefs therein, and whilft at fchool was author of fome 
Tranflations that were publilhed [A]. But the benefit of the exhibition on one hand, 
and perhaps his want of a fufficient maintenance at the Univerfity on the other, detained 
him longer in that fchool than was otherwife for his improvement ; for he continued there 


\_A] Whilft at fthool was author of fome Tranflations 
that were publijhed.] Namely, of FirgiVs Bucolics, 
and the Two firft Satires of Juvenal. Both thefe were 
printed at London in 1634, B<vo, and dedicated to 
John Smith of Nibley in the county of Glouccfler, 

3 


Efq; He like wife conipofed, in the beginning of 
that year, and recited before a full auditory, an ela- 
borate Oration in Latin, at the funeral of an honour- 
able fchoolfellow (1). 


(i)WoM, Are- 
nac, ubifupra. 


(f) Idem Athe- 
ne, and Life, 
ubi [upra. 

(g) Wood, 
Fads Vol. ii. 

COl. 2. 
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till he was about nineteen years of age. However, having manifefted, even in that Ra- 
tion, a Angular piety of mind, and contempt of fccular affairs {c)> he was fent, in 1634, 
to the Univerfity of Oxford, and entered a Student in Magdalen-hall (d) [5]. On the 
23d of June, 1638, he took the degree of Bachelor of Arts (<?), and then became an 
eminent Tutor in the Hall juft now mentioned. Before he took the degree of Mailer of 
Arts, he was invited by the overfeers of the fchool of his native place to fucceed in the 
Mafterfhip of it ; but he declined that offer, and recommended to them another fit perfon, 
whom they accepted of (f). May the 20th, 1641* he took the degree of Mafter of 
Arts (g) } foon after which the magiftrates of Gloucefter, upon ample recommendations 
from the principal perfons in thd Univerfity, chofe him Mafter of the free-fchool of 
Crypt [C] in that city, where he went and fettled, and was much efteemed for his dili- 
gence in his profeflion, and other valuable qualities (h). But falling into fome opinions 
concerning the Trinity, different from the received ones [Z)]> and exprefling his thoughts 
of the fame vith too much freedom, he was accufed to the magiftrates of Herefy : and, 
being fummoned before them, he exhibited in writing a confeflion, dated May 2, 1644 
[£] > which not being thought fatisfaftory, he made another, more exprels than the 
former, to avoid imprifonment, wherewith he was threatened (;"). But, how diftindt fo- 
ever he might be in his conceptions concerning the Trinity, he was not fo determinate 
in expreffing his fenfe of that doctrine, as he became not long after, by farther fearching 
the Scriptures, and converfing with his acquaintance (k). When he had digefted this 
point, he comprifed it into c XII Arguments drawn out of the Scripture ; wherein the 
€ commonly received opinion, touching the Deity of the Holy Spirit, is clearly and fully 
€ refuted [F] ; T which he intended foon to publifh (I). But an unfaithful acquaint- 
ance, who had a copy of them, betraying him to the magiftrates of Gloucefter* and to 
the Parliament Committee then refiding there, he was, after the perufal of his book, 
committed on the 2d of December, 1645, to the common gaol (though at that time 
afflidted with a fore fever), to remain in that place till the Parliament fliould take cog- 
nizance of the matter. However, an eminent perfon in Gloucefter, who had a refpeft 
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(e) Life, 6fr. 
as above, p. 4, 
col. 1. 

(d) Wood, ubi 
fupra. 

(e) Idem. Fafti, 
Vol. i. col. 275. 


(b) Wood, and 
Lifcof J.Biddlc, 
as above. 


(i) Wood and 
Life, as above* 


(k) Life, &e. 
as above. 


(I) Wood, ubi 


(2) Life, as a- 
bove, p. 4. 
col. 2. 


(3) Ubifvpra. 


(4) See SirRo- 
beit Alkyns's 
Gloucerter/hire, 
in Gloucefter. 

(5) Ubi fufra. 


(6) Wood, ubi 


(7) Life, &c. 
as ab^ve, p. 5, 
col. 1. 


[B] And entered a Student in Magdalen -hall.] Here, 
as the author of his life informs us (2), he did fo 
philofophize, as it might be obferved, he was deter- 
mined more by reafon than authority; however, in 
divine things he did not much diflent from the com- 
mon dodlrine, as may be collected from a little Traii 
he wrote againft Dancing, 1 

[C] Chofe him mafter of the free-fchool of Crypt.] 
Not of Crifps, as the author of his life has it (3) ; 
but of the free-fchool in the parifh of St. Mary de 
Crypt in that city. It was founded by one Mrs. 
Cooke, who endowed the Mafter with ten pounds per 
annum if a prieft, and nine pounds a year if a layman. 
But later benefactions have augmented the Mailer's 
falary to thirty pounds a year, and there are fix teen 
pounds given for an U flier (4). 

[/)} But falling into fome opinions concerning the Tri- 
nity > different from the received ones.'] , The author of 
his life tells us (5), that ' having laid afide the im- 

* pediments of prejudice, he gave himfelf liberty to 

* try all things, that he might hold fait that which is 
c good. Thus diligently reading the holy Scriptures, 

* (for Socinian books he had read none) he perceived 

* the common do&rine concerning the holy Trinity 

* was not well grounded in Revelation, much lefs in 
« Reafon. And being as generous in fpeaking, as 

* free in judging, he did, as occafion offered, difco- 
' ver his reafon s of queftioning it.' Thole that ac- 
cufed him were the Prelbyterian party (6). And 
what his particular opinions were, fee in the next 
note. 

[£] He exhibited in writing a confefjion, dated 
May 2, 1644.] Which was as follows. f I. I be- 

* lieve there is but one Infinite and Almighty Ef- 

* fence, called God. II. I believe, that as there is 
' but one Infinite and Almighty EfFence, fo there is 
' but one Perfon in that E {fence. III. I believe that 

* our Saviour Jefus Chrift is truly God, by being 

* truly, really, and properly united to the only peir- 
f fon of the Infinite and Almighty Eirence.' But 
when this did not fatisfy the Magiftrates, and they 
ili 11 preifed him to acknowledge three Perfons in the 
divine EfTence ; he, it feems, knowing that the word 
Perfons, when afcrihed to God, is taken both by the 
ancient Fathers, and by modern writers in various 
fignifications, did, about fourteen days after, confefs, 
4 that there are three in that one divine ElTence, 
i commonly termed Perfons (7)/ 

[F] XII. Arguments drawn out of the Scripture, 
&C.1 They are as follows : I. * He that is diiHu- 

* guimed "from God, is not God. The Holy Spirit 

* is diftinguiihed from God. Ergo. 3 This he grounds 


upon thofe pafTages of Scripture, where the Holy 
Spirit is called the Spirit of God, faid to be fent by God, 
Sec. II- ' If he that gave the Holy Spirit to the If- 

* raelites to inftruct them, be Jehovah alone, then 

* the Holy Spirit is not Jehovah, or God. But he 

* that gave the Holy Spirit to the Ifraelites to inftruft 
€ them, is Jehovah alone. Ergo. 3 Nehem. ix. 6. 20. 
III. ' He that fpeaketh not. of himfelf, is not God. 
4 The Holy Spirit fpeaketh not of himfelf. Ergo. 7 
Johnxvi. 13. IV. * He that heareth from another 

* what he mail fpeak, is not God. The Holy Spi- 

* rit doth fo. Ergo.* John xvi. 13. V. 1 He that 

* receiveth of another's, is not God. The Holy Spi- 
1 rit doth fo. Ergo. 3 Johnxvi. 14. VI. * He that 

* is fent by another, is not God. The Holy Spirit 

* is fent by another. Ergo. 3 John xvi. 7. VII. 

* He that is the Gift of God, is not God. The 

* Holy Spirit is the Gift of God. Ergo. 3 Acts xii. 
17. VIII. ' He that changeth place, is not God. 
The Holy Spirit changeth place. Ergo. 3 Luke iii. 
21* 2^» John i. 32. IX. ' He that prayeth unto 
1 Chrilt to come to judgment, is not God. The 
? Holy Spirit doth fo. Ergo. 3 Rev. xxii. 17. X. 
' He in whom men have not believed, and yet have 

* been difci pies and believers, is not God. Men have 
' not believed in the Holy Spirit, and yet have been 
1 fo. Ergo. 9 Acls xix. 2. XL * He that hath an 

* underfhmding diftincl from that of God, is not 

* God. The Holy Spirit hath an underllanding cH- 

* Hindi from that of God. Ergo. y Johnxvi. 13,14, 
15. XII. * He that hath a Will diftinft in number 
8 from that of God, is not God. The Holy Spirit 

* hath a Will diftinc"l in number from that of God. 

* Ergo. 3 Rom. v iii. 26, 27. Thefe feveral argu- 
ments are illuftrated by reafonings and proofs, too 
long to be inferted here. At the end of them there 
are Exp oli dons of the following texts. Matth. xxviii. 
19. l John v. 7. Acls V. 3, 4. I Cor. vi. 19, 20. 
Matth. xii. 31. Ifa. vi, 9, 10. 2 Cor. iii. 17 : And 

* An Anfwer to the grand Objection of the Adverfa- 
c ries, touching the fuppofed Omniprefence of the 

* Holy Spirit.' Thefe ' XII Arguments, &c.' were 
fait publiihed, as is faid above, in 1647, and re- 
printed in 1653, and laftly in 1691, 4to, id a col- 
ledion of Socinian Trafts, intitled, * The Faith of 
4 One God, &c.' They were anfwered by Matth. 
Poole, M. A. the learned editor of Synopfis C rit i co- 
rum, in his Plea for the Godhead of the Holy Ghoft, &c. 
(8) and by Nich. Ettwick, M. A. as alio by Dr. 
Cloppenburch, and Sam Des Marets, Profeflur. m 
Holland. 


for 


(fc) Wet?', 
above, col. 
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for him [61, procured his enlargement, by. giving fecurity for his appearance when it * 
fliould pleafc the Parliament to fend for him (m). About June, 1646, Archbilhop |{W w«*»d 
Ufher paffing through Glouceftef in his way to London, had a -conference with our aiiM abo «. 
thor about his notions, but without any fuccefs (») [H]. Six months after he fed been- (n) The Third 
fet at liberty, he was fummoned to appear at Weftminfter, and the Parliament imme- b X" 
diately appointed a Committee to examine him; before whom he freely confeffed, Edwards, Lond. 

< That he did not acknowledge the commonly received notion of the Divinity of the ^>«°>^> 

< Holy Ghoft, as he was accufed \ but, however, was ready to hear what could be op- 

< pofed to him, and if he could not make out his opinion .to be true, honeftly to own 
Co) Life to c his error (0) H but being wearied with tedious and expenfive delays, he wrote, on 
aslbove.' t h e fi r ft 0 f A p r i], X 6 47> a letter to Sir Henry Vane [/], a Member of the Committee 
( p) wood, ubi wherein he befought him either to procure his difcharge, or to make a report of 
fupra ' his cafe to the Houfe of Commons. Sir Henry propofed it, and Ihewed himielf a 
( q )ibiJ. friend, to our author % but the only refult of it was, .his being committed to the 

cuftody of one of their officers, which reftraint continued the five years following : and 
being referred to the Alfembly of Divines, .then fitting at Weftminfter for his convic- 
tion, before feme of whom he often appeared, he gave them in writing his Twelve Ar- 
guments againft the Deity of the Holy Spirit (r), which were publilhed the fame JreifcjJiijJ* 
Upon their coming out they made fo great a noife in the world, that the author was co i. z. ' 
fummoned to appear at the bar of the Houfe of Commons ; where being afked,^ c Whe- 

< ther he owned that book, and the opinions therein, \ he anfwered in the affirmative. 
(s) wo-d, ©v. Upon this, being remanded to prilbn (x), the Houfe ordered, on the 6th of Septem- 
asabove. ^ that °the faid book, as blafphemous againft the Deity of Chrift, ihould be 

called in and burnt by the hangman, and that the author Ihould be examined by the 
Committee of plundered Minifters. Accordingly the book was burnt the 8th of the 
ft) whhiock's fame month (t). But Mr. Biddle drew a frefh and more dangerous ftorm upon himielf, 
SitT^Si^' b 7 Tracts he publilhed in the year 1648 [K~\. For, upon their appearing, the 
p, 268. ' Aflembly 


(9) Athena?, 
c</J. 300. 


(10) T.Ed- 
wards, ubijupra* 


[G] However, an eminent p erf on in Gloucefter, who 
had a refpeel for him, Sec] For Mr. Wood informs us 
(9), that, * except his opinions, there was little or 

* nothing blame-worthy in him.' 

[H] — — Archbifhop Vfher had a con- 
ference with our author about his notions, but without 
any fuccefs.] The author, from whom we have this 
particular (10), tells us, that 1 Bifhop Ufher, that 
' learned and godly Divine, coming through Glou- 

* cefter, fpake with him (Biddle), and ufed him with 

* all fairnefle and pitty, as well as ftrength of argu- 

* ments, to convince him of his dangerous error. A 

* Minifter of the city of Glocefter told me, the Bimop 

* laboured to convince him, telling him that either 

* he was in a damnable errour, or elfe the whole 

* Church of Chriit, who had in all ages worfhipped 

* the Holy Ghoft, had been guilty of idolatry ; but 

* the man was no whit moved either by the learning, 
c gravity, piety, or zeal of the good Bifhop, but 

* 'continued obrHnate./ % 

[/] He wrote on the \fl of April, 1647, a letter to 
Sir Henry Fanc.^\ It was publifhed before his Twelve 
Arguments, Sec. in 1647, under the title of* A Letter 

* written to a* certain Knight, a Member of the Ho- 

* nourable Houfe of Commons f and reprinted in 
the collection of Socinian Tracts ; Lond. 1691, 4to f 
where it is in titled, * A Letter written to Sir H. V. 

* a Member of the Honourable Houfe of Commons.' 
It begins thus : ' Sir, having now attended for the 

* fpace of fixteen months, partly in the country, and 

* partly in Weftminfter, that I might come to my 

* anfwer before the Parliament ; and finding, after 

* all this tarriance, that I am ftill as far from having 

* my caufe determined as ever ; I am even forced to 

* make my addrefs to you, and to befeech you, if 

* you have any bowels towards them that are in mi- 

* fery, that you would either procure my difcharge, 

* or at leaft make report to the Houfe, touching my 

* denial of the fuppofed Deity of the Holy Spirit. For 
4 that this only is the matter in conteflation, you very 

* well know, having both heard my confeifion before 

* the Committee, and remembering how, when I 

* was urged to declare my judgment concerning the 

* Deity of Chrift, I waved the queftion, as neither 

* being that I was accufed of, nor which I had yet 

* fufficiently ftudied, to engage myfelf publicly 

* therein.' TKen he proceeds to deliver his opi- 
nion touching the Holy Spirit, which he confirms by 
feveral paflages of Scripture ; and complains of his 
adverfaries, who being unable to juftify their practice 
by argument, re for ted to the arm of flefh, and infH- 
gated the Magiftrate againft him. 


[AT] Two Tracls he publifhed in the year 1648.] 
r Lhey were, ' A Confeifion of Faith touching the 
' Holy Trinity, according to the Scripture.' And 
4 The Teftimonies of Irenaus, Jufin Martyr, Ter- 
4 tullian, Novatianns, Theophilus, Origen, (who lived 
1 in the two firft centuries after Chrift was born, or 

* thereabouts). As alfo of Arnobuts, LaSlantius, Eu- 
' febius, Hilary, and Brightman ; concerning that 
4 One God, and the Perfons of the Holy Trinity. 

* Together with Obfervations on the fame.* Thefe 
were reprinted in 1653, 8ro, and in the collection of 
Socinian Tracls, Lond. 169 1, 4to. The ConfeJJtm 
of his Faith is comprized in the fix following articles. 
I. * I believe that there is one mod High God, Cre- 

* ator of Heaven and Earth, and firft Caufe of all 

* things pertaining to our Salvation, and confequently 

* the ultimate object of our Faith and Worfhip ; and 

* that this God is none but the Father of our Lord 
4 Jefus Chrift, the firft perfon of the Holy Trinity. 
1 IT. I believe that there is one chief Son of the mod 
■ High God, or Spiritual, Heavenly, and perpetual 

* Lord and King, fet over the Church by God, and 

* fecond Caufe of all things pertaining to our falva- 
4 tion, and confequently the intermediate object of 

* our Faith and Worfhip ; and that this Son of the 
4 mod High God is none but Jefus Chriit, the fecond 

* Perfon of the Holy Trinity. III. I believe that 
4 Jefus Chrift, to the intent he might be our brother, 
4 and have a fellow-feeling of our infirmities, and fo 

* become the more ready to help us (the confideration 
1 whereof is the greatelt encouragement to piety that 
4 can be imagined), hath no other than a Human 
4 Nature, and therefore in this very nature is not 

* only a Perfon (ft nee none but a Human Perfon can 
' be our brother), but alfo our Lord, yea our God. 
4 IV. Whence, though he be our God, by reafon of 
1 his Divine Sovereignty over us, and Worfhip due 
' to fuch Sovereignty, yet is he not the moft High 
4 God, the fame with the Father, but fubordinate to 
'him. V. Again ; though he be a God, fubordi- 

* nate to the moft High God, as. having received his 
g Godhead, and whatfoever he hath, from the Fa- 

* ther; yet may not any one thence rightly infer, 

* that by this account there will be another God, or 
c two Gods. For though we may, with allowance of 

* the Scripture, fay, that there are many Gods, yet 
4 neither will the Scripture, nor the thing itfcSf, per- 
4 mit us to fay, that there is another God, or two 

* Gods ; becaufe when a word in its own nature 
c common to many, hath been appropriated, and 

* afcribed to one by way of excellency (as thru of 

* God hath been to the Father) ; albeit -this doth not 

hinder 
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Aflembly of Divines at Weftminfter folicited the Parliament, in whofe hands was the 
iupreme power at that time ; and procured a fevere Ordinance, May 2, 1648 [L], for 
inflifting the punifhment of death up<5n thofe that held opinions contrary to the efta- 
blifhed ones about the Trinity, and other doftrines accounted blafphemies and herefies, 
and fevere penalties upon thole who differed in lefler matters. This feemed a damna- 
tory fentence againft our author, from which there was no efcape. But he was faved 
by a diffention in the Parliament itfelf ; to the greateft part of which the army joined 
its power, for this reafon among others, becaufe there were many, both officers and 
foldiers, liaUle to the feverities of the Ordinance above mentioned, which therefore 
(tu) Who made from that time lay unregarded for feveral years. After the death of King Charles I., 
i in h and^ifo" w ^ en a kind of univerfal toleration was introduced, our author had more liberty allowed 
Preacher of a him by his keeper, who fuffered him, upon fecurity given, to go into Staftbrdfhire («), C«J Life, 
Wood h |fA*A where he lived fome time with a Juftice of Peace (w), who not only entertained him asa ove ' p " 5, 
courteoudy, but at his death left him a legacy i which was a very Jeafonable fupply to 


col. 50a. 


ftl) Socinian 
grafts, entitled 
The Faith of One 
Godt &c. Lond, 
1691, 4*0. 


* hinder us from faying, that there are many of that 

* name, yet doth it from faying, that there is ano- 
4 ther, or two, fince that would be all one as if we 

* mould fay, that there is another, or two mod ex- 

* eel lent (which is abfurd) ; for when two are fegre- 

* gated in this manner out of many, they claim ex- 

* cellency to themfelves alike. Thus though fome 
' faithful man be a Son of God, fubordinate to the 

* chief Son of God Chrift Jefus, yet we may not 

* thereupon fay, that there is another Son of God, or 
f two Sons of God (fince that would be to make ano- 

* ther, or two Sons of God by way of excellency, 

* whereas there can be but one fuch a Son), howbeit 
' other wife the Scripture warrants us to fay, that 

* there are many Sons of God. VI. I believe that 

* there is one principal Minifter of God and Chrift, 

* peculiarly fent from Heaven to fanctify the Church, 

* who, by reafon of his eminency and intimacy with 

* God, is fmgled out of the number of the other hea- 
4 venly Mini Iters or Angels, and comprifed in the Holy 

* Trinity, being the Third Perfon thereof ; and that 

* this Minifter of God and Chrift is the Holy Spirit.' 
— Thefe fix articles he endeavours to confirm by 
texts of Scripture, and by feveral other arguments. 

At the end of his Teftimonies out of Irtnaus, Sec. 
he makes this remark : ' Thofe Human Teftimonies 

* above written have I alleged, not that I much re- 

* gard them as to myfelf (who make ufe of no other 

* rule to determine controverfies about religion, than 

* the Scripture ; and of no other Authentic Interpreter y 

* if a fcruple arife concerning the fenfe of the Scrip- 

* ture, than Reafon) ; but for the fake of the adver- 

* fanes, who continually crake, the Fathers , the Fa- 
4 then ( 1 1 ) . ' Nich. Eft wick wrote an Examination 
of this confeflion of faith, Lond. 1656, 4to. 

[£] And procured a fe<vere Ordinance, May 2, 1648.] 
This Ordinance declared all fuch perfons guilty of 
Felony, as Ihould ' willingly, by preaching, teaching, 

* printing, or writing, maintain and publifh, that 

* there is no God, or that God is not prefent in all 

* places, doth not know and foreknow all things, or 

* that he is not almighty, that he is not perfectly 

* holy, or that he is not eternal, or that the Father 
1 is not God, the Son is not God, and the Holy 

* Ghoft is not God, or that they Three are not one 

* eternal God ; or that mail in like manner main- 
« tain and publifh, that Chrift is not God, equal 

* with the Father ; or mall deny the Manhood of 

* Chrift, or that the Manhood or Godhead of Chrift 
4 are feveral natures, or that the Humanity of Chrift 

* is pure and unfpotted of all fin ; or that mall main- 

* tain and publifh, as aforefaid, that Chrift did not 
' die, nor rife from the dead, nor is afcended into 
1 Heaven bodily ; or that mall deny his death is me- 

* ritorious in the behalf of believers ; or that fhall 
1 maintain and publifh, as aforefaid, that Jefus 

* Chrift is not the Son of God ; or that the Holy 

* Scripture, of the Old and New Teftamcnt, is not 

* the word of God ; or that the bodies of men, after 
« they are dead, fhall not rife again ; or that there is 

* no day of judgment after death. All fuch per- 

4 fons, upon complaint and proof made of the fame, 
■ before any two of the next Juftices of the Peace for 
1 that place or county, by the oaths of two witneffes, 
1 or confeflion of the party ; the faid party fo accufed 

* fhall be by the faid Juftices committed to prifon 
« without bail or mainprife, until the next gaol-deli- 

* very, and the witneffes bound over to give their 

* evidence at the faid gaol delivery ; at which time 

Vol. II. 


f the party mail be indicated for felonious publishing 
4 and maintaining fuch error. And in cafe the in- 

* di&ment be found, and the party upon his trial 

* fhall not abjure his faid error, and defence and 
' maintenance of the fame, he fhall fnffer the pains of 

* death, as in cafe of felony, without benefit of 
t Clergy ; but in cafe he fhall recant, he fhall never- 

* theleis remain in prifon, until he finds two fureties 
' to be bound with him, before two or more Juftices 
1 of the Peace, that he fhall not thenceforth publifh 

* or maintain the faid errors any more, and the 
? Juftices fhall have power to take bail. And if any 

* perfon indicted formerly for maintaining and pub- 
1 lifhing erroneous opinions, fhall again publifh and 

* maintain the fame, he fhall fufFer death, as in cafe 

* of felony, without benefit of Clergy.' The Or- 
dinance farther enjoins, that all perfons who fhould 
publifh or maintain, * That all men fhall be faved ; 

* or that man by nature hath free will to turn to 
4 God ; or that God may be worfhipped in or by 

* pictures or images ; or that the foul of any man 
4 after death goeth to Purgatory or that Revela- 

■ tions, or the workings of the Spirit, are a rule of 
4 Faith or Chriftian life, though diverfe from, or 

■ contrary to, the written word of God ; or that man 
' is bound to believe no more than by his reafon he 

* can comprehend ; or that the moral Law of God* 

* contained in the Ten Commandments, is no rule 
' of Chriftian life ; or that a Believer need not re- 

* pent, or pray for pardon of fins ; or that the two 

* Sacraments are not commanded by the word of 

* God, or are unlawful ; — or that the Churches of 
s England are no true Churches, nor their Minifters 

* and Ordinances true Minifters and Ordinances ; or 
4 that the Church-Government by Prefbytery is un- 
' chriftian or unlawful : or that all ufe of arms, though 
4 for the public defence (and be the caufe never fo 

* juft), is unlawful : —That all perfons, I fay, who 
4 fhould publifh or maintain any of the faid errors, 
' and be convicted thereof, fhould be ordered to re* 

* nounce them in the public congregation of the fame 
4 parifh from whence the complaint comes, or where 

* the offence was committed ; and in cafe of refufal, 
' to be committed to prifon by two of the next Juf- 
4 tices, until he find two fufficient fureties, that he 

* fhall not maintain or publifh the faid errors any 
4 more.' This Ordinance was publifhed in 164.8, 
4to, and is preferved in the Introduclion prefixed to an 
edition of Fr. C hey n ell's Chilling^ujorthi Novijfima ; 
the author of which Introduction juftly obferves, that 
though 4 the Prefbyterians were poffeffed of their 

* power but a very ihort time, yet in that fpace they 

* were for carrying their Ecciefiaftical Tyranny be- 
4 yond what themfelves charged on their former 

* OpprefTors.' 

* # * [It is a juft observation that is here made, 
concerning the excefs to which the Prefbyterians of 
that time would have carried their ecciefiaftical ty- 
ranny. In all the hiftory of the perfecuting laws and 
decrees of this country, there is nothing more fhame- 
ful and abominable than the Ordinance recited above; 
and it muft give pleafure to every candid mind, that 
the makers of it were deprived of the power of putting 
it into execution. It is well that, in the prefent age t 
the defcendants both of Church of England men and 
Prefbyterians have adopted more enlarged and gene- 
rous principles.] K. 
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him, as he had already fpent in a manner all he had gotten at Glouceftcr, or clfewhere, 
though not inconfiderable, in now about four years chargeable reftraint. But he could 
not continue long here, before notice was given to Serjeant John Bradfhaw, Prefident 
of the Council of State, his mortal enemy, who caufed him to be recalled by his keeper, 
and to be kept more ftraitly. In this long confinement, what proved moft grievous to 
him was, that by reafon of his lying under the imputation of blafphemy and herefy, all 
people in general were fo alienated from him, that he could hardly have any one to 
converfe with : And of the Divines, whofe duty it was to have endeavoured his in- 
formation, not one vouchfafed him a vifit in his feven years confinement, excepting 
Mr. Peter Gunning, afterwards Bifhop of Ely. Here he fpent his whole fubftance fo 
that not having wherewithal to pay for an ordinary meal, he was glad of the cheaper 
fupport of drinking a draught of milk from the cow morning and evening (x). Being 
thus in a manner reduced to great indigence, he was, through the recommendation of a 
learned man, employed by Roger Daniel of London, to correft the impreffion of the 
Greek Septuagint Bible, which that Printer was about to publifh with great accuracy. 
And this employment, with another in private, gained him for a time a comfortable 
fubfiftence. In 1651, the Parliament publilhed a general Aft of Oblivion, that reftored, 
among others, our author to his full liberty; which he improved among thofe friends 
he had gained in London, in meeting together every Sunday for expounding the 
Scripture, and difcourfing upon it ; by which means his opinions concerning the Unity 
of God, Chrift his only Son, and his Holy Spirit, were fo propagated, that the Prefby- 
terian Minifters at London became exceedingly uneafy at it, but could not hinder its 
progrefs by the fecular power, which then admitted an univerfal liberty of religion and 
confcience. In the year 1654 he had three public difputations in his Meeting with Mr. 
P. Gunning, afterwards Bifhop of Ely, concerning the Divinity of the Holy Ghoft, 
and of Chrift, and concerning Punitive Juftice (y). The fame year he publifhed his 
Twofold Scripture-Catechlfm [M], which coming into the hands of fome of the Mem- 
bers of Oliver Cromwell's Parliament, which met September 3, 1654, a complaint was 
made againft it in the Houfe of Commons. Upon this the author being brought to 
the bar in the beginning of December, and afked, Whether he wrote that book? He 
anfwered by afking, Whether it feemed reafonable, that one brought before a judg- 
ment-feat as a criminal, Ihould accufe himfelf ? After fome debates and reiblutions [TV], 
he was, on the 13th of December, committed clofe prifoner to the Gatehoufe ; pro- 
hibited the ufe of pen, ink, and paper, or the accefs of any vifitant, and his books were 
ordered to be burnt ; which was accordingly done the 14th of the fame month (z). A 
bill likewife was ordered to be brought in for punifhing him ; fo that he had nothing 
lefs than capital punifliment to expect. But, after about fix months imprifonment, he 
obtained his liberty at the Court of the Upper, or King's Bench, May 28, by due 
courfe of law (a). Scarcely was a year expired, when another no lefs formidable danger 
overtook him, by his engaging in a difpute with an Anabaptiit Teacher [0] ; for he 
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[AT] The fame year he puhlifhed his Twofold Scrip- 
ture Catechifm.'] That is, a larger, and a fhorter Ca- 
techifm ; in which the anfwers arc exprefTed in the 
■very words of Scripture. The title of the firft is, 

* A Scripture Catecrnfm ; wherein the chicfeft points 
' of the Chriftian Religion being queftion-wife pro- 
4 pofed, refolve themfelves by pertinent anfwers 

* taken word for word out of the Scripture, without 
' either confequences or comments. Compofed for 
€ their fakes that would fain be mere Chriftians, and 

* not of this or that feet, in as much as all feds of 

* Chriftians, by what names foever diftinguiihed, 

* have either more or lefs departed from the fimpli- 

* city and truth of the Scripture.' Lond. 1654, 8vo. 
The title of the other is, < A Brief Scripture Cate- 

* cliifm for Children ; wherein, notwithftanding the 
1 brevity thereof, all things nece/Tary unto life and 
4 godlinefs arc contained. By John Biddle, Mafter 
- of Arts, of the Univeifity of Oxford.' In three 
fheets, fmall octavo. This Twofold Catechifm was 
animadverted upon by Dr. John Owen, in his Vindi- 
cia Evangelica?, or Myftery of the Gofpel vindicated, 
&c. Oxon, 1655, 4to. 

\N] After fome debates and refolutions.] The matter 
•was referred to a Committee, by whom Biddle was 
examined, and in concluhon he adhered to the an- 
fwer he had before given to the Houfe. Report 
being made of it by the Committee, the Houfe voted, 
on the 12th of December, 6 That the whole drift and 

* fcope of the faid Twofold Catechifm is to teach and 

* hold forth many blafphemous and heretical opi- 

< nions ; and that, in the Preface of the faid Cate- 
« chifm, the author thereof doth maintain and aflert 

* many blafphemous and heretical opinions, and doth 
1 therein caft a reproach upon all the Catechifms 

< now extant And therefore, that all the printed 


copies of the faid Catechifm fhould be burnt by the 
common hangman ; that the Sheriffs of London and 
Middlefex mould fee it done ; and that the Matter 
and Wardens of the Company of Stationers mould 
fearch for the faid printed copies, and deliver them 
to the SherifFs. — But this was not ail, for the matter 
was agitated again in January following by the Com- 
mittee, who refolved on the 16th of the fame month, 
as above. And the matter being reported to the Par- 
liament, they ordered a bill to be brought in for pu- 
nifhing Biddle ; but they came at laft to no refolu- 
tion, though prefled eagerly by the Prefbyterian Mi- 
nifters to take away his life (12). 

[O] By his rajhly engaging in a difpute with an 
Anabaptift Teacher. \ That Teacher was one John 
Griffin; many of whofe congregation having em- 
braced Biddle's opinions concerning the Trinity, he 
thought the belt way to regain them, and to flop the 
fpreading of their errors, would be openly to confute 
their feducer. For that purpofe he challenges Biddle 
to a public difputation at his Meeting in the ftone 
chapel in St. Paul's Cathedral, on this queflion, 
' Whether Jefus Chrift be the moft High, or Al- 
1 mighty God.' Biddle would have declined the dif- 
pute, as knowing Griffin to be inferior to him in 
learning, Sec. but at laft accepted it : And they two 
meeting, amongft a numerous audience, fome of 
whom were greatly prejudiced againft our author, 
Griffin, either imprudently, or for fome worfc end, 
repeats the queftion, afking, * If any man there did 
1 deny, that Chrift was God molt High ?' To which » 
Biddle refolutely anfwers, 4 I do deny it;' and by 
this open profeffion gave his adverfaries the opportu- 
nity of a pofitive and clear accufation, which they 
foon laid hold of. But Griffin being baffled, for 
want of knowing the true way of arguing, the difpu- 
tation 
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was upon that account fir ft caft into the Poultry-Compter, July 3> 1655, and after- 
wards into Newgate ; and tried for his life the next feflions, on the Ordinance againft 
blafphemy mentioned above. After the reading of the indiftment, he prayed that 
Courilel might be allowed him to plead the illegality of it j which being denied him by 
the Judges, and the lentence of a Mute threatened, he at length gave into Court his 
exceptions ingroffed in parchment, and with much ftruggling had Counfel allowed him, 
but the trial was deferred to the next day. In the mean time, the Protestor well 
knowing it was not for the intereft of his Government to have him either condemned 
or abfolved [P], took him out of the hands of the Lav/, and detained him in prifon, 
intending to dilpofe of him otherwife (£). But being wearied with receiving petitions fb) Wood, and 
for and againft him [j3 ], he banifhed him for life to St. Mary's caftle in the ifle of Life ' m * 
Scilly, and fent him thither in the beginning of Oftober, 1655 (c). Soon after he (c) ibid. 
allowed him a hundred crowns a year for his fubfiftence (d). In this exile Biddle con- 
tinued about three years, during which time he employed himfelf in Itudying feveral 
intricate matters, particularly the Revelation of St. John [R]. When he had continued 
a priibner till the beginning of the year 1658, the Prote&or, at length, through the in- 
terceffion of many friends, fuffered a writ of Habeas Corpus to be granted out of the 
Upper-Bench Court (as it was then called), and to be obeyed by the Governor of Scilly, 
whereby the priibner was brought back, and nothing being laid to his charge, he was 
fet at liberty. Upon his return to London, he relumed his long interrupted exercifes 
and., according to fome [5], was Paftor of an Independent Church 

in 


Wood, col. 304. 
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tation was deferred till another day ; and Griffin, 
though not able to cope with Biddle, had the confi- 
dence to confent to a fecond meeting, when Biddle 
was to take his turn of proving the negative of the 
<jueftion between them. In the mean while, Griffin 
and Ids party not thinking themfelves a match for our 
author, they accupjd him of frclh blafphemies, and 
procured an order from the Protector to apprehend 
him on the 3d of July (being the day before the in- 
tended fecond difputaticn), and to commit him to 
the Compter, Sec. as is related above (13). 

[P ] The Proteclor nveti knowing it nJas not for the 
'iniercjl of bis Government to have him either condemned 
or ah folved. .] For, on the one hand, the Prefbyterians, 
and all enemies to liberty of religion, of which there 
appeared a great number at his trial, would be offended 
at his releafe ; and all that were for liberty, efpecially 
manycongregatiorts of Anabaptifts, had petitioned the 
Proteclor for his difcharge from profecution upon the 
Ordinance above mentioned, by which their liberties 
were threatened, and the capital article of the Pro- 
tector's Government infringed, which rtms thus : 
4 That fuch as profefs Faith in God by Jefus Chrilt, 

* (though differing in judgment from the Doctrine, 

* Worfhip, or Difcipline, publicly held forth) (hall 
' not be retrained from, but protected in the profef- 

* lion of their Faith, and exercife of their Religion, 

* &c* Art. 37. And, ' That all Laws, Statutes, 

* Ordinances, Sec. to the contrary of the aforefaiJ 
1 liberty, fhall be eftcemed as null and void.' 
Art. 38(14). 

[j<L] But being wearied with recei ving petitions for 
and again/1 him ] For feveral of the leaders among 
the Anabaptifts, who had embraced his opinions, 
drew up a petition in his behalf, in September 1655, 
and prefented it to Cromwell. — But, inftead of com- 
plying with their defires, he reprefentcd to them, 
' how inconfiftent it was for them, who profeflcd to 
4 be members of the Church of Chrift, and to wor- 

* ftiip him with the worfhip due to God, to give any 
' countenance to one who reproached themfelves, and 

* all the Chriftian Churches in the world, as being 

* guilty of Idolatry.' — Shewing alfo, that if it be 
true, which Biddle holds, • That Jefus Chrift is but 

* a Creature, then all thofe that worfhip him with 

* the worfhip due to God, ( are Idolaters, and that 
1 the maintainers of that opinion of Biddle are guilty 

* of great blafphemy againft Chi ill (ic).' — To the 
famous Mr. Thomas Firmin, who like wife prefented 
a petition for his releafe from Newgate (16), the 
Protector gave this fliort anfwer. * You curl-pate 
6 boy, you, do you think I'll mew favour to a man 
< that denies his Saviour, and difturbs the Govern - 

* mcnt (17).' At length, his Highnefs yielded to 

the repeated folicitations of the Prefbyterian and In- 
dependent Minifters, who were continually teazing 
and importuning him to fend him into banifli- 
mcnt (18). 

[R] Particularly the Revelation of St. John.] After 
his return to London, he publiihed ' An EfTay to the 


c explaining of the Revelation ; or, Notes on fome 
1 of the chapters of the Apocalyps.' In this, he 
treats of the Beaft in the Apocalyps, Antichrift, the 
perfonal reign of Chrift on earth, &c. (19). 

[S I And, according to fome, was Pajior of an hide- 
pende?it Church, &c] The perfon who relates this, is 
Sir Peter Pett, in the Preface to his Happy future State 
of England (20^ ; where he farther tells us, that this 
congregation held the following notions : * That the 

* Fathers under the old covenant had only temporal 
€ promifes ; that the univerfal obedience performed 
' to the commands of God and Chrift was the faving 
' Faith ; that Chrift rofe again only by the power of 

* the Father, and not his own ; that juflifying Faith 
e is not the pure gift of God, but may be acquired 
' by men's natural abilities ; that Faith cannot be- 
' lieve any thing contrary to, or above r^afon ; that 

■ there is no Original Sin ; that. Chrift hath not the 
1 fame body now in glory, in which he fuffered and 
' rofe again ; that the Saints fhall not have the fame 
c body in Heaven which they had on earth ; that 

* Chrift was not Lord or King before his refurrection, 

■ or Pricft before his afcenfion ; that the Saints fhall 
4 not before the day of judgment enjoy the blifs of 
e Heaven ; that God doth not certainly know future 
1 contingencies ; that there is not any authority of 
' Fathers or General Councils in determining matters 
1 of Faith ; that Chrift before his death had not any 

* dominion over the Angels ; and that Chrift by dy- 
? ing made not fatisfaction for us.' 


(19) Idem, col. 
305. 


(20) Lond. 1688, 
fol. 


V* [Mr. Toulmin, fpeaking of Biddle, fays, 
that this gocd man fet up religious meetings on 
every Lord's day, with the friends he had gained in 
London, for expounding the Scriptures and dif- 
courfing thereupon, to inveftigate and afcertain the 
truths contained in them, and to difcover popular 
errors. Mr. Thomas Firmin, that fingular ex- 
ample of generofity and active benevolence, whofe 
life was a continued feries of ufeful meafures and 
good actions, was his particular friend and patron. 
Amongft the other members of this fociety, a young 
gentleman, whofe name was Nathaniel Stuchey, 
was active in promoting its interefts, and had great 
influence by his zeal and parts. He tranflated the 
Catechifm of Biddle into Latin in the fifteenth year 
of his age, and fubjoined an oration on the fuffer- 
ings and death of Chrift (21)/ 
Mr. Toulmin obferves farther, that 1 the adherents 
to Mr. Biddle were called Biddellians ; but this 
name was loft in the more common appellation of 
Socinians, or, what they preferred, Unitarians. 
They did not perfectly agree in all points with So- 
cinus and the foreign Unitarians. They differed 
from them in this, that they believed the holy Spi- 
rit, though not God, is yet a perfon, in the vulgar 
fenfe of that word. Biddle did not attempt to bring 
his friends to fuch a perfect conformity of fentiment 
to his opinions, and to unite them in fuch clofe 
mutual bonds, that would perpetuate the commu- 

1 nity. 
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in that city. But he could not long continue there, for Oliver Cromwell dying Sep- 
tember 3, 1658, his fon Richard fuccccdcd, and called a Parliament, dangerous cer- 
tainly to J. Biddle, if any other; as confifting chiefly of Prefbyterians, whom, of all 
men, he moft dreaded : therefore, by the advice of a noble friend, he reared privately 
into the country. That Parliament being foon diffolved, he returned to his former Ra- 
tion till the reftoration of King Charles II. (e), when the liberty of Diflenters was taken jWJjfc, ar* 
away, and their Meetings puniflied as feditious. On this account our author reftramcd 
himfelf from public to more private affemblies. But he could not even fo be fafe ; for 
on the firft of June, 1662, he was feized in his lodgings in London, where he and fome 
few of his friends were met for divine worfhip, and carried before a Juftice of Peace, 
who committed them all to prifon, without admitting them to bail. There they lay, 
till the Recorder took fecurity for their anfwering to the charge brought againft them at 
the next feffions. But the Court not being then able to find a Statute whereon to form 
any criminal indictment, they were referred to the feffions 'following, and therein pro- 
ceeded againft at common Law ; when every one of the hearers was fined in twenty 
pounds, and J. Biddle in one hundred, and to lie in prifon till paid (f) [T]. But in 
lefs than five weeks after, through the noifomenefs of the place, and the clofe air (very 
offenfive to him, whofe only recreation and exercife had been for many years to walk 
daily into the open air), he contracted a difeafe [(/], which put an end to his life on the 
aadof September, 1662, in the 47th year of his age (g). He was buried in the coemetry (g) ibid. 
near Old Bethlem in Moorfields, London ; and an altar monument of (tone was eredled 
over his grave, with an infcription, (hewing < that he was Mafler of Arts of the Uni- 
c verfity of Oxford, and had given the world great fpecimens of his learning and piety, 
f &c. (b). f As for his character, he is, in general, acknowledged to have been a man 
moft eminent for piety and virtue, as well as learning and knowledge ; as will appear by 
the inftances which we ftiall give in the note \W\ 

[How 
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* nity, and continue them a fucceffive party, bearing 
1 his name as their founder ; but left them to all 

* that liberty which was confident with their mutual 

* edification, and a conscientious profeflion of what 

* appeared to their minds the truth. Accordingly, 

* it does not appear, that this fociety fubfifted after 

* his death (22).'] T. 
[T] And J. Biddle in one hundred (pounds) to lie in 

prifon till paid.] One of the Sheriffs would have been 
Satisfied with ten pounds for him, and even have paid 
it ; but Sir Richard Brown, the Juftice who had com- 
mitted him, could not be induced to confent thereto 
upon any terms ; but threatened him with a feven 
years imprifonment, though he fhould pay the whole 
hundred pounds. This was the caufe of his continu- 
ing in prifon (23). 

[U] He contrasted a difeafeJ] Notwith (landing the 
violence of it, Sir Richard Brown could not be moved 
to grant the fick prifoner the prefent comfort of a re- 
moval, in order to a recovery; but Sheriff Meynel 
did grant it. However, the fecond day after his re- 
moval, between five and fix o'clock in the morning, 
Sept. 22, he expired, as is related above (24). 

\}V\ As nvill appear by the inftances which <we Jhall 
give.] Thefe we take from his Life, which, as Mr. 
Wood informs us (25), was written by John Farring- 
ton of the Inner-Temple, and publifhed in Latin at 
London in 1682, $<vo. The author of that Life, 
highly commends J. Biddle for * his great zeal for 

* promoting holinefs of life and manners ; for (fays he) 
1 this was always his end and defign in what he 

* taught. He valued not his doctrines for fpecula- 
1 tion, but practice; infomuch that he would not 

* difcourfe of thofe points wherein he differed from 
' others, with thofe that appeared not religious ac- 

* cording to their knowledge. Neither could he bear 
' thofe that diffembled in profeffion for worldly inte- 

* refts. He was a ftridt obferver himfelf, and a fevere 

* exactor in others, of reverence in fpeaking of God, 

* and Chrifty and holy things ; fo that he would by no 
' means hear their names, or any fentence of holy 

* Scripture, ufed vainly or lightly, much lefs any 

* foolifh talking, or fcurrility. He would often tell 
4 his friends, that no religion would benefit a bad 

* man, and call upon them to refolve, as well to pro- 

* fefs and practife the truth that is according to 

* godlinefs, as to fludy to find it out. His 

* Learning in matters of religion was gained by a dili- 
1 gent fludy of the Tioly Scriptures, efpecially of the 

* New Teftament ; wherein he was fo converfent, 

* that he retained it all in his memory word for word, 

* not only in Englilh, but in Greek, as far as the 
' 4th chapter of the Revelation of St. John. This 
4 thorough knowledge in the Scriptures, joined to a 


happy and ready memory, whereby he retained alfo 
the fum of what he had read in other authors, gave 
him great advantage againft all opponents, and in 
all difcourfes, but without the leaft appearance of 

boafting. No tincture of Ambition appeared in 

him, nor the leaft degree of Covetoufnefs ; for he 
always fuftained himfelf by his own induftry, when 
he was in a capacity of ufing it ; and would never 
accept of any fupplies, though offered, but when 
his neceffities, arifing from imprifonment, ficknefs, 
or the like, forced him to it ; for he had learned 
to be contented with a little, and fought not more, 
yea, out of that little would contribute to the ne- 
ceffities of others. Temperance was at all times moft 
confpicuous in him, as well in eating as in drink- 
ing ; and he thought it not enough to be very 
chafte, but that he ought to avoid all fufpicion of 
unchaftity, infomuch that he would not willingly 
look upon a woman without jufl occafion ; and was 
very uneafy if left in a room with one alone, till 

relieved by more company. He would be merry 

and pleafant, and liked well that the company 
fhould be fo too ; yet even in his common conver- 
fation he always retained an awe of the Divine Pre- 
fence, and was fometimes obferved to lift up his 
hand fuddenly, which thofe that were intimate 
with him knew to be an effect of a fecret ejacula- 
tion. But in his clofet-devotions he was wont to 
proftrate himfelf upon the ground, after the man- 
ner of our Saviour in his agony, and would com- 
mend that pofture of worfhip alfo to his moft inti- 
mate friends. Finally, he was as eminent for his 
juftice and charity towards men, as he was for his 
piety towards God.' M. 

* # * [Mr. Toulmin obferves, that Mr. Biddle 
1 had fuch a lively lenfe of the obligations of huma- 

* nity and kindnefs, that it was one of his leflons, 

* that it is a duty not only to relieve, but to <vijit the 

* fick and poor (26).' 

The author of 1 The Humble Advice to the Right 

* Honourable the Lord Mayor, the Recorder, and 

* the reft of the Juftices of the honourable bench/ 
fpeaking of Mr. Biddle, fays, * If you fhall ferioufly 
1 and deliberately weigh all circumftances touching 
' the man and his opinions, he is fo free from being 
c queftioned for any the leaft blemifh in his life and 
1 converfation, that the informers themfelves have 
1 been heard to admire his ftrict exemplary life, full 
' of modefty, fobriety, and forbearance ; no ways 
1 contentious, touching the great things of the world, 

* but altogether taken up with the things of God, 
1 revealed in the holy Scriptures ; wherein his ftudy, 
1 diligence, and attainments, have been fo great, 

• that 


(26) Memoln 
of the Life, &c , 
of Socinus, 
p. %7%* 


BIDDLE. BILSON. 


%* [How much is it to be regretted, that a man of fb truly excellent and amiable a 
chat-after fliould have fuffered fuch a variety of perfecution, merely becaufe his religious 
fentiments differed from thofe generally received; and that he fliould, at laft, have fallen 
a vidlim to the intolerance of the times ! For it is too evident, that his death was occa- 
fioned by his imprtlbnment, and the other hardfhips that he underwent, in conlequence 
of the zeal and fincerity with which he maintained his opinions. We cannot but re- 
joice, that in the prefent age, a more equitable and liberal way of thinking prevails, 
and that men may differ from each other in their religious fentiments, without being 
expofed to fuch injurious treatment from thofe who have adopted contrary opinions* 
It fliould be obferved, that the account given of Mr. Biddle, and his fentiments, by 
Mr. Neal, in his Hiftory of the Puritans (*'), appears to be neither candid nor juft. T. (i) Vol. \\> 

p. 470, 4^0 edit* 


(hi Wood, 
At hen. ibid. 


fcj Ibid. 

(dO ldem> Fafti, 
Vol. i. col. 97. 
104. 

(e) Bid. col. 
119. izi. 

(f) Briefe View 
of the State of 
the Church of 
England, &c. 
by Sir J. Har- 
rington, Kt, 
Lortd. 1653, 
lemo, p. 72. and 
Wood, Athen. 
col. 403. 

fg) Ibid, 
(t) See Epiftle 
to the Reader, 
before Dr. Bil- 
lon's True Dtf 
ference between 
Chriftian Sub- 
jection and Un- 
cbriflian Rebel- 
!ion t London, 
1585, $1/0. 


(1) Wood, Ath. 
ubi fupra. 
Strype's L'fe of 
Archbiihop 
Whitgift, Lond. 
171R, fol p. 497, 

(2) Wood, Ibid. 
col, 405. 


* that his knowledge therein is of as ready ufe as a 

* concordance, no part thereof being named, but he 
4 prefently cites the book, chapter, and verfe, efpe- 

* cially throughout the books of the New Teftament, 

* where all the Epiftles he can fay by heart out of the 

* Greek tongue, and withal can read the Greek in 

* Englifti, and the Englifh in Greek, fo readily as a 
1 man can do the mere Englifh ; fo careful hath he 

* been rightly to underftand them. As to the juftice 

* and integrity of his heart, his ways have manifelted 

* that he would not diflemble, play the hypocrite, or 
1 deal fraudulently with any man to fave his life ; 

* fuch is he certainly, as is known to very many per- 

* fons of worth and credit in London,' 

The author of * The true State of the Cafe of Li- 

* berty of Conscience in England,' gives alfo this 
teitimony -of Mr. Biddle's converfation : e We have 

* (fays he) had intimate knowledge thereof for fome 

* years ; but we think he needs not us, but may ap- 

* peal even to his enemies, for his vindication there- 

* in. Let thofe that knew him at Oxford for the 


fpace of feven or eight years, thofe that knew him 
at Gloucefter about three years, thofe that knew 
him at London thefe eight or nine years (molt of 
which time he hath been a prifoner), fpeak what 
they know, of unrighteoufnefs, uncleannefs, un- 
peaceablenefs, malice, pride, profanenefs, drunk- 
en nefs, or any the like iniquity, which they can 
accufe him of ; or hath he (as the manner of He- 
retics is), 2 Pet. ch. ii. 3. Through covet oufnefs % 
ivtth feigned vjords made merchandife of any ? Hath 
he not herein walked upon fuch true grounds of 
Chriftian felf-denial, that none in the world can 
ftand more clear and blamelefs herein alfo ? He 
having fhunned to make any of thole advantages 
which are eafily made in the world, by men of his 
parts and breeding, languages and learning, that 
(if any known to us) he may truly fay as the 
Apoitle, i" have coveted no man's five*-, or gold, or 
apparel ; yea, ye yourfelves knovj, that thefe hands 
have miniftered to my necefjities ; he ever accounting 
it a more blefjed thing to give than receive (27)/ 


(27) Vii. Crof- 
by's Hiftory of 
the Englifh Bap 
tifts, Vol.i. 
p. 210— 212. 


BILSON (Thomas), a learned writer, and Biftiop, in the end of the XVI th, 
and beginning of the XVIIth century, was born in the city of Winchefter (a), being 
the fon of Harman Bilfon, the fame probably who was Fellow of Merton-college in 
1 536 (£), and derived his defcent by his grandmother, or great-grandmother, from 
the Duke of Bavaria [A~\. Thomas, of whom we are now writing, was educated in 
Wykeham's fchool near Winchefter; and in 1565 admitted perpetual Fellow of New- 
college, after he had ferved two years of probation (<:). Odtober 10, 1566, he took 
his degree of Bachelor, and April 25, 1570, that of Mafter of Arts ( d) : Alfo, that of 
Bachelor of Divinity, June 24, 1579, and finally the degree of Doftor of Divinity on 
the 24th of January 1580 (e). In his younger years, he was a great lover of, and ex- 
tremely ftudious in, Poetry [#], Philofophy, and Phyfic (f). But when he entered 
into Holy Orders, and applied himfelf to the ftudy of Divinity, which his genius chiefly 
led him to, he became a moft folid and conftant preacher ; and fo complete for fkill in 
languages, for readinefs in the Fathers, and for judgment to make ufe of his reading 
(g) y that he was one of the moft accomplifhed fcholars of his time. The firft prefer- 
ment he had was that of Mafter of Winchefter-fchool [C]; next, he was made Pre- 
bendary of Winchefter, and afterwards Warden of the college there (£). To this col- 
lege he did a very important fervice, about the year 1584, by preferving the revenues 
of it (z), when they were in danger of being fwallowed up by a notorious forgery [D]. 
In 1585, he publilhed his book of c The true Difference betweene Chriftian Subjedtion 


(a) Fuller's 
Worthies in 
Hantfliire, p. 7, 
A. Wood, Hift. 
& Antiq. Unir* 
Oxon. lib. it. 
p. 142. and 
Athen, Oxon* 
edit. 1 72 1, Vol. 
i* col. 403, 


(b) Briefe View 
of the State of 
the Church of 
England, £f<r. by- 
Sir J. Hat ring- 
ton, Kt. Lon- 
don 1653, 
p. 72. and 
Wood, Athen. 
col, 403. 


(3) Church 
Hift. by T. 
Fuller, book x. 
P- 39- 


[A] And derived his defcent by his grandmother, or 
great -grandmother, from the Duke of Bavaria.] Har- 
man's father was Arnold Bilfon, fon and heir of Ar- 
nold Bilfon, by his wife, the daughter of the Duke 
of Bavaria ; but whether natural or legitimate is un- 
known (1). 

[i?] In his younger years, he vuas a great lover of 
and extremely ftudious in, Poetry, &c] He compofed 
feveral Poems, Orations, and other things, in Latin 5 
which were in manufcript in Mr. Wood's library (2), 
but have never been publifhed. 

[C] The firft preferment he had, was that of Mafter 
of Winchefter-fchool. J While he was in that ftation, 
Garnet, who was afterwards executed for being con- 
cerned in the Gunpowder-plot, refolved, with fome 
other of the fcholars, to cut off their Mailer's right 
hand (Bilfon's), but their wicked defign was happily 
difcovered, and prevented in time (3). 

[D] He did a very important fervice to Winchefter- 
college, by preferving the revenues of it, vjhen they vjere 
in danger of being fwallovoed up by a notorious forgery.] 
Of which take an account in his own words. ' —There 

Vol. II. 


happened an injurie to be offered to the Inheritance 
of the College where I am, by afalfe title derived from 
before the foundation of the Houfe, and fo Axengthened 
on every fide with ancient Deeds and Evidences, 
that the forgerie was hard to be difcerned, and 
harder to be convinced, but by infinite fearching 
in the muniments of many Churches and Biflioprics, 
as well as in our owne, and re-examining fundrie 
large and laborious commiflions which they had 
taken out before my time, to tellifie the keeping, 
and juftifie the delivering, of thofe fufpedled Deeds 
and Ligiers. To the detecting and impugning of 
this, no perfon was, or would be ufed, but my- 
felfe, the Caufe was fo huge, the comparing of the 
Circumftances, and contrarieties both of Deeds and 
Witnefles, fo tedious : the Proofe fo perplexed and 
intricate : and the danger fo neerely touched the 
whole State of the Houfe ; I was forced for two 
years to lay all Studies afide, and addict myfelf 
wholly, firft to the deprehending, and then to the 
purfuing of this falfehood (4),' 


4K 


and 


(4) Epiftlcto 
the Reader, 
before The True 
Difference be- 
tween Cbriflian 
Subjetlien % &c. 


3io 


(h) Godwin, de 
PraeluKbus, 
LonJ. 1 61 6, 4/0, 
p. 524, & 302. 
Survey of the 
Cathedrals of 
York, &c. by 
Er. Willis, Efjy 
Lond. 1727, 
p, 648. 

(n) Wood, Ath. 
Vol. i. col. 404. 

(0) Wood, A- 
then. ubi fuf>ra t 
col, 404. 464. 
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* and Unchriftian Rebellion [£],' and dedicated it to Queen Elizabeth. In 1593, 
came out his book entitled, c The perpetuall Government of Chriftes Church : Where- 
c in are handled, The fatherly Superiorine which God firft eftablifhed in the Patriarkes 
€ for the guiding of his Church, and after continued in the tribe of LEVI and the 
c Prophetes t and laftlie confirmed in the New Teftament to the Apoftles and their 

< Succeffors: As alfo the points in queftion at this day, touching the Jewiili Synedrion : 
( the true kingdome of Chrift : the Apoftles commiffion : the Laie Prefbyterie : the 

* Diftin&ion of Bifliops from Prefbyters, and their fucceffion from the Apoftles times 

< and hands : the calling and moderating of Provinciall Synods by Primates and Me- 

< tropolitanes : the allotting of Diocefes, and the Popular electing of fuch as muft 
c feede and watch the flock : And divers other points concerning the paftoral regiment 
i of the houfe of God [F].' On the 20th of April, 1596, he was elefted, confirmed 
June the nth, and the 13th of the fame month confecrated, Bilhop of Worcefter [G] j 
and translated in May following to the bifhopric of Wincheftefi and made a Privy- 
Counfellor (k). In 1599, he publifhed € The Effeft of certaine Sermons (I) touching 

* the full redemption of Mankind by the Death and Bloud of Chrift Jefus ; wherein be- 
c fides the Merite of Chrifts Sufferings the Manner of his Offering, the Power of his 
' Death, the Comfort of his Crofle, the Glorie of his Refurre&ion, Are handled, What 

< Paines Chrift fuffered in his Soule on the Crofle : Together with the place and pur- 
c pofe of his defcent to hel after death &c. Lond. 4/0. Thefe Sermons being preached 
at Paul's Crofs in Lent 1597, by the encouragement of Archbifliop Whitgift (m) y 
greatly alarmed moft of the Puritans {n)> becaufe they contradicted fome of their te- 
nets [£/]. Upon this, uniting their forces, and making their obfervations, they fent 
them to Henry Jacob, a learned Puritan (e>), who publifhed them with his Collections, 
and under his own name [/]. The Queen being at Farnham-caftle (p)> and, to ule 


(5 1 ! See Hift. of 
Paflive Obedi- 
ence, Amft. 
1689, P- ^7' 
Mr. Collier fays, 
that it gives a 
dangerous liber* 
Cy to fubjects in 
many cafes. 
Ecclef. Hid. 
Vf I. ii, p. 7<-<k 
edit. 1714, fol. 

(6) Crefly'sEx. 
omologefis, ch. 
xii. 


[E] The true difference betweene Chriftian Subjeclton 
and Unchriftian Rebellion .] The reft of the title is as 
follows ; 4 — Wherein the Princes lawful Power to 

* command for truth, and indepriveable Right to 

* beare the Sword, are defended againlt the Pope's 

* Cenfurcs, and the Jefuits Sophifmes, uttered in 

* their Apologie, and Defence of Englifli Catholikes: 

* With a Demonftrarion, that the things Reformed 

* in the Church of England, by the Lawes of this 

* Realm, are truly Catholike, notwithftanding the 
€ vaine fhew made to the contrarie in their late Rhe- 

* mifh Teftament.' Oxford, 1585, 4to ; London, 
I586, 8vo. The book is divided into four parts, 
and written dialogue-wife. In the firft and fecond 
fart Dr. Bilfon anfwers Dr. Allen's Apology and true 

* Declaration of the Inftitution and Endeavours of 

* the two Englifh Colleges.' [at Rome and Rhemes] 
Wherein Queen Elizabeth's Government was charged 
with Herefy, Tyranny, and Biafphemy. And it 
was afferted, that none of her Ecclefiaftical Laws 
were orderly or duly made. — That her Sovereignty 
was a thing improbable, unreafonable, unnatural, 
impoflible ; and the #ath of Allegiance to her into- 
lerable, repugnant to God, the Church, her Ma- 
jefty's honour, and all men's confeiences. The third 
part contains an Anfwer to 1 A Defence of the Eng- 

* lifh Catholics that fuffer for their Faith.' In this it 
was affirmed, that fubjccls bearing arms again ft their 
natural Princes, upon the Pope's warrant, do a holy, 
juft, and honourable fervice : In oppofition to which, 
Dr. Bilfon fhews, that Princes are placed by God, 
and fonot to be difplaced by man, and fubjecls threat- 
ened damnation by God's own mouth, if they refill. 
The fourth part is an anfwer to the Rhemifh Tefta- 
ment. In this book are many paflages in favour of 

the Right of SubjeSts in fome Cafes to refeft their Princes ; 
which have very much puzzled the patrons of Paffive 
Obedience and Non-refiftance (5). Nay one affirms, 
that Dr. Bilfon was employed by Queen Elizabeth to 
write it, when fhe defigned to take the Low-Countries 
into her protection ; and that to juftify the revolt of 
Holland, he gave ftrange liberty in many cafes, efpe- 
cially concerning religion, for fubjecls to caft off their 
obedience (6). 

[F] The perpetual Government of Chrift 1 s Church.] 
It was printed at London, 4to, in the old Englifh 
letter. In this book the author fhews, that the 
Church of God hath been always governed by an in- 
equality and fuperiority of paftors and teachers among 
themfelves. It is one of the belt books written in 
favour of Epifcopacy. 

[G] On the zoth of April, 1596, he was elecled 9 
confirmed June the 1 ith, and the 1 yh of the fame month 
confecrated, Bijhop of Woreefter. ] His competitor to 
that See was the learned Dr. Thomas James, Keeper 
ef the public library at Oxford, recommenclcd by 


Archbifhop Whitgift \ but the Lord Treafurcr's in- 
tereft prevailed in favour of Dr. Bilfon (7). 

[H ] Thefe Sermons — greatly alarmed moft of the 
Puritans, becaufe they contradided fome of their tenets.] 
The Puritans notions reflected upon, and contradicled, 
in thefe Sermons, were, 1. That Chrift fuffered for 
us in his Soul the Wrath of God, and the Pains of 
Hell, and finifhed all his Sufferings upon the Crofs 
before he died. 2. That Chrift, after his death, 
went not into Hell in his Soul, to triumph there (as 
was imagined) over Satan, as he had done on the 
Crofs over Death and Sin ; and that the word Hades, 
which was commonly rendered Hell, did not iignify 
the place of the damned, but only the ftate of the 

dead, or the invifible world (8). -In oppofition to 

that, Bifhop Bilfon maintained, 1. That it is no 
where recorded in the Holy Scriptures, nor juftly to 
be concluded from thence, that Chrift fuffered the 
true pains of Hell. 2. That as the Scriptures de- 
fence to us the paines of the damned, and of Hell, 
there are manie terrors and torments, which without 
evident impietie cannot be afcribed to the Sonne of 
God. 3. That the death and bloud of Chrift Jefus 
were evidently, frequently, eonftantly fet downe in 
the writings of the Apoftles, as the fufficient price of 
our Redemption, and true meane of our reconcilia- 
tion to God, and fealed with the Sacraments of the 
New Teftament, as the verie ground-vvorke of our 
Salvation by Chrift; and fo have been received, and 
believed in the Church of God, 1400 years before 
ever any man made mention of hell-paines to be fuf- 
fered in the Soule of Chrift. Laftly, Where the 
Scriptures are plain and pregnant, that Chrift died 
for bur finnes, and by his death deftroyed him that 
had the power of death, even the divell, and recon- 
ciled ns when we were ftrangers and enemies in the 
body of hisfiejh through death : beftdes, that the Holie 
Ghoft in thefe places by exprefle words nameth the 
bodily death of Chrift, as the meane of our Redemp- 
tion and reconciliation to God ; no confiderate Di- 
vine might affirme or imagine Chrift fuffered the 
death of the Soule ; for fo much as the death of the 
Soule muft exclude Chrift from the Grace, Spirit, 
and Life of God, and leave in him neither faith, 
hope, nor love, fanditie, nor innocencie, which God 
forbid any Chriftian mould fo much as dreame (9). 

[/] IVho publijhed them with his colleelions, and un- 
der his own name.] ' With this title, 4 A Treatife of 
1 the Sufferings and Viclory of Chrift in the work of 
■ our Redemption, &c. Written againft certain Er- 
rors in thefe points publickly preached in London, 
* 1597/ Lond. 1598, 8vo. In 1600 he pub- 
lifhed « A Defence of this Treatife, &c.' Lond. 410, 
to which Bifhop Bilfon's Survey, &c. above mentioned 
is an Anfwer (10). 

the 


(/; On Cak. 
iiam va. 7f. 


(m) Life anj 
Acts of Arcb- 
bifhop Whitgifl^ 
by J. Strype, 
Book lv. p. 502, 
edit. 1 71$. 

(p) Which be- 
longs to the Bi- 
fliops of Win- 
ch eiter. 

(7) See Life aad 
Acls of Arch- 
bifliop Whitgift, 
by J. Strype, 
p. 495> 496, 
edit. 171S, fuL 


(8) NeaVs Hlff. 
fjf the Puritans. 
Lond. 1731, 
Vol. i, p, 584- 


(9) Preface to 
thofe Sermons, 
p.*. 


(10) Wood, Ath. 
Vol. i. col 465- 
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(11) Wood, 
ibid. 


(12) Resolutions 
of the Survey, in 
the beginning of 
it. 


Survey of Cbriji s 
Sufferings for 
Mans Redemp- 
tion, Jkc. p. 7. 


f*w) A.WU- 
fun's Life and 
Reign of King 
James I. p. 692, 
in Complete 
Hi ft- edit. 1706, 
Frankland's An- 
nals, p. 1, ©V. 
jQuliais CeyuinJ* 
ria, &c. Lond. 
1650, izmo, 
p. 113, GfV. 

fx) Wood, An- 
tiq. Univ. Oxon. 
1. ii. p. 1725 
and Ah n. 
Vol. i. col. 405. 

fa) Court and 
Character of 
K ; ng James, ubi 
fupra, p. 77. 


^IBriefeView, 
&c. as above, 
being a Charac- 
ter and Hiftory 
of fome of the 
Bifhop s, p. 71, 


the Bifhop's words, f taking knowledge of the things queftioned between him and his 
c opponents, direftly commanded him neither to deiert the dodlrine, nor to let the call- 

* ing which he bore in the Church of God, to be trampled under foot by fuch unquiet 

€ Refufers of trueth and authoritie Upon this royal command, he wrote that C?J to 

moft learned treatife, chiefly delivered in Sermons* which was published in 1604, under jeftie, before 
the title of c The Survey of Chrift's Sufferings for Man's Redemption : And of his 
c Defcent to Hades or Hel for our Deliverance/ Lond. fol. [AT]. It was this learned 
perfon alio, that preached the Sermon at Weftminfter before King James I. and his 
Queen, at their Coronation on St. James's day, 28 July, 1603, from Rom. xiii. 1. 
which was publifhed at London, 1603, %vo (r). In January 1603-4, he was one of the ft) woid, Ath 
Speakers and Managers at the Hampton-Court Conference, in which he Ipoke much, u ^ upra ' co1 ' 
and, according to Mr. Fuller (j), moft learnedly. And, in general, he was one of f,; church Hift. 
the chief maintainers and iupports of the Church of England as were alio Dr. Richard Book *■ p- **• 
Field of Oxford, and Dr. William Whitaker and Mr. Fulke of Cambridge ; while John 
Rainolds and Tho. Sparke were promoters of Nonconformity (/). The care of re- CO Wood, Ath 
vifing, and putting the laft hand tOj the new Tranilation of the Engliili Bible in King ccl ' 4 ° 3, 
James Ill's reign, was committed to our author, and to Dr. Miles Smith, afterwards 
Bifhop of Gloucefter (a). His laft public aft, recorded in Hiftory, was the being one 
of the Delegates (w) that pronounced and figned the fentence of divorce between Ro- 
bert Devereux, Earl of Ellex* and the Lady Frances Howard, in the year 16 13 [L] : 
And his fon being knighted foon after upon this very account, as was imagined, the 
world was fo malicious as to give him the title of Sir Nullity Bilfon (#). This learned 
Bifhop, after having gone through many employments, and lived in continual drudgery 
for the public good, departed this life on the 18th of June, 16 16 (y) 9 and was buried 
in Weftminfter- Abbey, near the entrance into St. Edmund's chapel, on the fouth fide 
of the monument of King Richard II. (2). His charafter is reprefented to the utmoft RapiiV Wft. of 
advantage by feveral perfons. Sir Anth. Weldon calls him ' an excellent Civilian, Vo£ii.%.°lg 4 . 
and a very great Scholler (,1) :' Mr. Th. Fuller, 4 a deep and profound Scholar, ex- (y) Mr. Fuller, 
cellently well read in the Fathers (b) :* Bifhop Godwin, c a very grave man ; and i?™l*£rfi% y * 
how great a Divine (adds he), if any one knows not, let him confult his learned Worjb\&> ubi* 
writings (c) :' Sir John Harrington, c I find but foure lines [in Bifhop Godwin's S ^T\ 
book] concerning him j and if I fhould give him his due, in proportion to the reft, I B 0 uk 71. ■ 
€ fhould fpend foure leaves. Not that I need make him better known, being one of fcj ve Prsfuii- 
c the moft eminent of his ranck, and a man that carried prelature in his very afpedt. bus > ai ab ™> 
c His rifing was meerly by his learning, as true Prelates fhould rife. Sint non modo labe 

* mali fed fufpicione carentes, not onely free from the fpot, but from the fpeech of cor- 
c ruptioa (d). 9 He wrote in a more elegant ftyle, and in fuller and better-turned pe- 
riods, than was ufual in the times wherein he lived. 


(u) Fuller's 
Worthies, in . 
Hantfhire, p. 7. 


(x) The Court 
arid Character of 
King J.imes, by 
Sir Anth. Wei- 
don, Lond. 1650, 
I2OT5, p.j77 j and , 


P. 301, 


[AT J The Survey of Chrift's Sufferings for Man's re- 
demption ; and of his defcent to Hades or Hel for our 
deliverance,] This book, as was obferved in the laft 
note, contains an An Aver to Henry Jacob's € Defence 

* of a Treatife touching the Sufferings and Victory of 

* Chnil in the work of our Redemption (1 x) ;' and is 
a full and learned vindication of the Sermons, and the 
Doctrine, mentioned above in the note [H]. The 
author gives us (12) the fubftance of this Survey in 
the following words : * The maine ground of the 
c Gofpel was this, that Chrift died for our Sinnes 

* according to the Scriptures, and was buried, and 

* rofe the third day. Since then we are reconciled to 

* God by the death of his Sonne, we muft acknow- 

* ledge no other death of Chrift, than that which he 

* fuffered in the bodie of his flefn, which death the 
Scriptures moft apparently defcribe to be the death 

* of Chrift's body. The Scriptures do no where 

* teach, nor mention the death of Chrift's foul, or 

* the death of the damned, which is the fecond death, 

* to be needful for our Redemption. The true 

* and full Satisfaction for our fins muft not be derived 

* from the Angularity and infinity of Chrift's pains, 

* longer and greater than which the divels and damn- 

* ed do every one fuffer ; but from the dignity of the 

* perfon, who being the only and eternal Son of God 

* that made us, humbled himfelf in our ftead, and in 

* our nature, to reftore us, and offered recompenfe 

* for our fins, which was his fubmiflion and obe- 

* dience unto the death of the Crofs, more pleafing 

* to God than our condemnation to hell could have 

* been.' In the fecond part, treating of Chrift's de- 
fcent into hell, he mews that Chrift's foul did not, 
at his death, afcend to heaven, and there remained 
till his refurredion, but actually went into hell, to 

* deftroy the divePs kingdom, triumph over powers 

* and principalities, fpoil them by delivering all his 
€ elect, dead, living, and yet unborn, from the 
9 right, power, and fear of eternal death ; taking 

* into his hands the keys of death and hell, that he 

* might be Lord of all, in Heaven, Earth, and Hell.' 


In the fame part he endeavours to prove, that Sheol, 
or Hades, when diftinguifhed from the death of the 
body, or referred to the foul after death, apparently 
fignifieth Hell. 

[X] He *was one of the Delegates that pronounced and 
figued the fentence of divorce between the Earl of Efjex 
and the Lady Frances Howard. ] That affair is fo well 
known, and related by fo many of our Hiftorians, 
that it need not be enlarged upon here. However, 
befides the authors cited above in the margin, fee 
a book in titled, Truth brought to light by Time (13). 
Two feveral commiflions were iflued out upon this 
occafion, which is not commonly taken notice of. 
In the iirft Bifhop Bilfon was not put in, but he 'was 
in the fecond (14). M. 


(i3)Lond.i65i, 
¥0, p. 79- 


(14) See Julie us 
CaquinaridSy ubi 
fupra. 


* # * [The notion of Bifhop Bilfon, that our Sa- 
viour actually defcended into hell, the place where 
the finally impenitent are punifhed, though at that 
time deemed orthodox, is now rejected by the Church 
of England. It is remarkable, that the firft of 
our countrymen who gave a rational explication of 
this matter, was the famous Hugh Broughton, 
otherwife fo fanciful in his opinions. Broughton 
explained the defcent of Chrift into hell by the word 
Hades, and mewed that this did not mean the place 
of the damned, but the ftate of the dead, or the in- 
vifible world, in which fenfe it was ufed by the Greek 
Fathers. Bilfon was unfortunate in being the prin- 
cipal defender of an hypothecs which hath fince been 
exploded by the belt expofitors of the Thirty-nine 
Articles, and by every rational Divine. 

It is related of our Prelate, that once, when he 
was preaching a fermon at St. Paul's Crofs, a fudden 
panic, occafioned by the folly or caprice of one of 
the audience, feized the multitude there aflembled, 
who thought that the church was falling on their 
heads. The good Bifhop, who fympathized with 
the people, more from pity than from fear, after a ( I5 ) Grangers 
fufficient paufe, realTumed and went through his fer- Biogr. Hift. 
mon with great compofure (15).] K. Vol » *• p. 373; 
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BINGHAM (Joseph), the learned author of Origines Ecclefiaftic*> or, The 
Antiquities of the Chriflian Church, was born at Wakefield in Yorkfhire in September 
1668 5 and learned the firft rudiments of Grammar at a fchool in the fame town, under 
Mr. Edward Clarke. In 1683, at the age of fifteen, he was admitted into Umverfity- 
college in Oxford, where he behaved in a very fobcr and ftudious manner. He took 
the degree of Bachelor of Arts in 1687, and foon after was chofen Fellow of the college 
juft now mentioned. He proceeded to his Matter's degree in the year 1690 («). Not 
long after [^], he was prelented by the molt famous John Radcliffe, M. D. to the 
redory of Headbourn-worthy, a living of an hundred pounds a-year, near Winchefter in 
Hampftiire, without any importunity or fecking of his own (*). In that country-retire- 
ment, with all the difadvantages he lay under for want of many ufeful and ncceffary 
see aifo Preface books [£], he undertook a very learned and laborious work, of which hepublilhed the 
amSR firft Volume in 1708, under this title, « Origines Eccleftaftha j or, The Antiquities of 
*« Redcap:*. < the chriflian Church [C] And which he completed afterwards in nine volumes 

more, 


(b) From *he 
fame informa- 
tion 


(a) For theft 

particulars we 
are obliged to his 
fori, the Rev. R. 
Bingham, Rec- 
tor of Havant. 


\J] Not long after, &c] This I infer from a 
pafTage in the Preface to the firft volume of his Ori- 
gines Eftlefiafiica, where he fays, that ' Providence 

* removed him early from the Univerfity 

[£] With all the difadvantages he lay under for 
want of many ufeful and neceffary books.} Of this he 
( 0 Preface to complains in the following words (1) : 4 I eonfefs, 
Vul - i- ' indeed, this work will fuffer fomething in my hands 

* for want of feveral books, which I have no oppor- 

* tunity to fee, nor ability to pur chafe ; but that per- 

* haps may tempt fome others, who are at the foun- 
1 tains of learning, and have all manner of books at 

* command, to add to my labours, and improve this 
1 Efiay to a much greater perfection. — The chief af- 

* fiftance I have hitherto had, is from the noble be- 
1 nefaction of , the renowned Bifhop Mor- 

* ley ; who, among many other eminent works of 

* charity and generofity,— has bequeathed a very va- 

* luable collection of books to the church of Win- 

* chefter, for the advancement of learning among the 

* parochial Clergy : and I reckon it none of the leaft 

* part of my happinefs, that Providence removing 

* me early from the Univerfity (where the beft fup- 

* plies of learning are to be had) placed me by the 
(2) Dr. Ra4- 4 hands of a generous benefactor (2), without any 
cliffc. « importunity or feeking of my own, in fuch a fta- 

* tion, as gives me liberty and opportunity to make 
' ufe of fo good a library, though not fo perfect as I 

(5) Dedication * could wifh.' — He complains likewife elfewhere (3) 
to Vol. i. « of his own difficult circumftances, under which he 

* was forced to labour for want of proper affiftance 

* of abundance of books.' — And yet, what vaft num- 
bers he ufed and confulted, fee in the Index Auclorum 
at the end of the work. 

[C] Origines Eccleftaflica ; or, T'he Antiquities of 
the Chriflian Church, ZffJ\ The Contents of the fe- 
veral books and chapters of this curious work are as 
follow. Book I. Of the feveral names and orders of 
men in the Chriflian Church. Ch, 1. Of thofe titles 
and appellations which Chriftians owned and diftin- 
guilhed themfelves by. Ch, 2. Of the names of re- 
proach which Jews, Infidels, and Heretics, caft upon 
the Chriftians. Ch. 3. Of the feveral orders of men 
in the Chriftian Church. Ch. 4. A more particular 
account of the Believers, and their feveral titles of 
honour and privileges above the Catechumens. Ch. 5. 
Of the diftinction of Believers from the Rulers ; 
where, of the diftinction obferved in the names and 
offices of Laity and Clergy, and of the antiquity of 
thefe difti net ions. Book II. Of the feveral fuperior 
orders of the Clergy in the primitive Church. Ch. 1. 
Of the original of Bifhops, and that they were a dif- 
ti net order from Prefbyters in the primitive Church. 
Ch. 2. Of the feveral titles of honours given to Bi- 
ihops in the primitive Church. Ch. 3. Of the of- 
fices of Bifhops, as diftinct from Prefbyters. Ch. 4. 
Of the power of Bifhops over the Laity, Monks, fub- 
ordinate Magiftrates, and all perfons within their dio- 
cefe ; and of their office in difpofing of the revenues 
of the Church. Ch. 5. Of the office of Bifhops, in 
relation to the whole Catholic Church, Ch. 6. Of 
the independency of Bifhops, efpecially in the Cypri- 
anic and in the African Churches. Ch. 7. Of the 
power of Bifhops in hearing and determining fecular 
caufes. Ch. 8. Of the privilege of Bifhops to inter- 
cede for criminals. Ch. 9. Of fome particular ho- 
nours, and inftances of refpect, (hewed to Bifhops by 
ail perfons in general. Ch. 10. Of the age, and 
fome other particular qualifications required in fuch 


as were to be ordained Bifhops. Ch. 11. Of fome 
particular laws and cuftoms obferved about the ordi- 
nation of Bifhops. Ch. 12. Of the rule which pro- 
hibits Bifhops to be ordained in fmall cities. Ch. 13. 
Of the rule which forbids two Bifhops to be ordained 
in one city. Ch. 14. Of the Chorepifcopi, rhpiG&*Ta», 
and Suffragan Bifhops ; and how thefe differed from 
one another. Ch. 15. Of the Intercejbres and Inter- 
<ventores in the African Churches. Ch. 16. Of Pri- 
mates or Metropolitans. Ch. 17. Of Patriarchs. 
Ch. 18. Of the AvroxiQuXoi, or Independent Bifhops. 
Ch. 19. Of Prefbyters. Ch. 20. Of Deacons. 
Ch. 21. Of Archdeacons. Ch. 22. Of Deaconefles. 
Book III. Of the inferior orders of the Clergy in the 
primitive Church. Ch. 1. Of the firft original of the 
inferior orders, and the number and ufe of them ; and 
how they differed from the fuperior orders of Bifhops, 
Prefbyters, and Deacons. Ch. 2. Of Subdeacons. 
Ch. 3. Of Acolythifts. Ch. 4. Of Exorcifts. Ch. 5. 
Of Leclors, or Readers. Ch. 6. Of the Ofiiarii, or 
Door-keepers. Ch. 7. Of the Pfalmifte, or Singers. 
Ch. 8. Of the Capiat*, or Fojarii. Ch. 9. Of the 
Parabolani. Ch. 10. Of the Catechifts. Ch. 11. Of 
the Defenfores, or Syndics of the Church. Ch. 12. 
Of the Oeconomi, or Stewards and Guardians of the 
Church. Ch. 13. A brief account of fome other in- 
ferior officers in the Church. Book IV. Of the elec- 
tions and ordinations of the Clergy, and the particu- 
lar qualifications of fuch as were to be ordained. 
Ch. 1 . Of the feveral ways of defigning perfons to 
the Miniftry, in the Apoftolical and primitive ages of 
the Church. Ch. 2. A more particular account of 
the ancient manner and method of elections of the 
Clergy. Ch. 3. Of the examination and qualifica- 
tions of perfons to be ordained in the primitive 
Church ; and firft of their Faith and Morals. Ch. 4. 
Of the qualifications of perfons to be ordained, re- 
fpecting their outward ftate and condition in the world. 
Ch. 5. Of the ftate of Digamy and Celibacy in par- 
ticular ; and of the laws of the Church about thefe 
in reference to the ancient Clergy. Ch. 6. Of the 
ordinations of the primitive Clergy, and the laws and 
cuftoms generally obferved therein. Ch. 7. The 
cafe of forced ordinations and re-ordinations confi- 
dered. Book V. Of the privileges, immunities, and 
revenues of the Clergy in the primitive Church. 
Ch. 1. Some inftances of refpect which the Clergy 
paid mutually to one another. Ch. 2. Inftances of 
refpect fhewed to the Clergy by the Civil Govern- 
ment ; where particularly of their exemption from 
the cognizance of the fecular Courts in Ecclefiaftical 
Caufes. Ch. 3. Of the immunities of the Clergy in 
reference to Taxes and Civil Offices, and other bur- 
thenfome employments in the Roman Empire. Ch. 4. 
Of the revenues of the ancient Clergy. Ch.5. Of 
Tithes and Firft-fruits in particular. Ch. 6. Of the 
management and distribution of the Revenues of the 
ancient Clergy. Book VI. An account of feveral 
Laws and Rules relating to the employment, life and 
converfation of the primitive Clergy. Ch. 1. Of the 
excellency of thefe rules in general, and, the exempla- 
rinefs of the Clergy in conforming to them. Ch. 2. 
Of Laws relating to the life and converfation of the 
primitive Clergy. Ch. 3. Of Laws more particu- 
larly relating to the exercife of the duties and offices 
of their function. Ch. 4. An account of fome other 
Laws and Rules, which were a fort of out-guards and 
fences to the former. Ch. 5. Some reflections on the 
foregoing Difcourfe,, concluding with an Addrefs to 
2 the 
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more, %vo, containing in the whole XXIII books. He difcovers in that work a 
prodigious fund of reading, efpeciatty in the Fathers; as likewife a great deal of judg- 

. ment, 


the Clergy of the prefent Church, fiook VII. Of 
the A fee tics in the primitive Church. Ch. i. Of 
the difference between the firft Afcetics and Monks ; 
and of the firft original of the Monaftic Life. Ch. 2. 
Of the feveral forts of Monks, and their different 
ways of living in the Church. Ch. 3. An account 
of fuch ancient Laws and Rules as relate to the Mo- 
naftic Life, and chiefly that of the Cenobites. Ch. 4. 
The cafe and itate of Virgins and Widows in the an- 
cient Church. Book VIII. An account of the an- 
cient Churches, their original, names, parts, uten- 
fils, confecrations, immunities, Sec. Ch. 1. Of the 
feveral names and firft original of Churches among 
Chriftians. Ch. 2. Of the difference between 
Churches in the firft ages, and thofe that followed ; 
and of Heathen Temples and Jewifh Synagogues 
turned into Chriftian Churches. Ch. 3. Of the dif- 
ferent forms and parts of the ancient Churches ; and 
iirft of the exterior N art hex y or outward Ante-Temple. 
Ch. 4. Of the interior Narthex y and the parts and 
ufes of it. Ch. 5. Of the Naos, or Nave and body 
of the Church, and its parts and ufes. Ch. 6. Of the 
Bema, or third part of the Temple, called the Altar- 
part, or Sanctuary, and the parts and ufes of it. 
Ch. 7. Of theBaptifteries, and other outer buildings, 
called the Exedrat of the Church. Ch. 8. Of the 
Donaria and Anathemata, and other ornaments of the 
ancient Churches. Ch. 9. Of the confecration of 
Churches. Ch. 10. Of the refpect and reverence 
which the primitive Chriftians paid to their Churches. 
Ch. II. Of the firft original of AJylums, or places of 
fanctuary and refuge, with the Laws relating to them 
in Chriftian Churches. Book IX. A Geographical 
Defcription of the Diftrifts of the ancient Church, or 
an account of its divifion into Provinces, Diocefes, 
and Parifhes ; and of the firft Original of thefe : With 
feveral Maps. Ch. 1. Of the ftate and divifion of 
the Roman Empire, and of the Church's conformity 
to that in modelling her own external polity and go- 
vernment. Ch. 2, A more particular account of the 
nature and extent of Diocefes, or Epifcopal Churches, 
in Africa, Egypt, Arabia, Paleftine, Syria, Phoeni- 
cia, and other Eaftern Provinces. Ch. 3. A conti- 
nuation of this account of Diocefes in the Provinces 
of Afia Minor. Ch. 4. A continuation of the for- 
mer account in the European Provinces of Thracia, 
Macedonia, Greece, Illyricuin, &c. Ch. 5. A par- 
ticular account of the feventeen Provinces of the Ro- 
man and Italic Diocefes, and of the Epifcopal Dio- 
cefes contained in them. Ch. 6. Of the Diocefes in 
France, Spain, and the Britifh Ifles. Ch. 7. The 
Notitia, or Geographical Defcription of the Bifhoprics 
of the ancient Church, as firft made by the order of 
Leo Sapiens in the IXth century, compared with fome 
others. Ch. 8. Of the divifion of the Diocefes into 
Parifhes, and the firft original of them. The Con- 
clufion, wherein is propofed an eafy and honourable 
method for cftablifhing a primitive Diocefan Epifco- 
pacy (conformable to the model of the fmaller fort of 
ancient Diocefes) in all the Proteftant Churches. With 
an Appendix, containing a Catalogue of the ancient 
Diocefes in the fix African Provinces. Book X. Of 
the institution of the Catechumens, and the firft ufe 
of the Creeds in the Church. Ch. u Of the feveral 
names of the Catechumens, and the folemnity that 
was ufed in admitting them to that ftate in the Church ; 
alfo of Catechifing, and the time of their continuance 
in that exercife. Ch. 2. Of the feveral claffes or de- 
grees of Catechumens, and the gradual exercifes and 
difcipline of every order. Ch. 3. Of the original, 
nature, and names of the ancient Creeds of the 
Church. Ch. 4. A collection of feveral ancient 
forms of the Creed out of the primitive records of the 
Church. Ch. 5. Of the original, nature, and rea- 
fons of that ancient difcipline of concealing the facred 
myfteries of the Church from the fight and knowledge 
of the Catechumens. Book XI. Of the Rites and 
Cuftoms obferved in the adminiftration of Baptifm 
in the primitive Church. Ch. 1. Of the feveral 
names and appellations of Baptifm in the primitive 
Church. Ch. 2. Of the matter of Baptifm ; with an 
account of fuch Heretics as rejected or corrupted 
Baptifm by water. Ch. 3. Of the ancient form of 
Baptifm ; and of fuch Heretics as altered or cor- 
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rupted it. Ch. 4. Of the fubject of Baptifm, or an 
account of what perfons were anciently allowed to 
be baptized. Where particularly of Infant-baptifm. 
Ch. 5. Of the Baptifm of adult perfons. Ch. 6. Of 
the time and place of Baptifm. Ch. 7* Of the re- 
nunciations and profeflions made by all perfons im- 
mediately before their Baptifm. Ch. 8. Of the ufe 
of Sponfors or Sureties in Baptifm. Ch. 9. Of the 
Unction and the Sign of the Crofs in Baptifm. 
Ch. 10. Of the confecration of the water in Baptifm, 
Ch. 11. Of the different ways of baptiflng by im- 
merfion, trine immcrfion, and afperfion in the cafe 
of Clinic Baptifm. Book X1L Of Confirmation, and 
other ceremonies following Baptifm, before men were 
made partakers of the Eucharift. Ch. 1. Of the time 
when, and the perfons to whom Confirmation was 
adminiftered. Ch. z. Of the Minifter of Confirma- 
tion, Ch. 3. Of the manner of adminiftering Con- 
firmation, and the ceremonies ufed in the celebration 
of it. Ch. 4. Of the remaining ceremonies of Bap- 
tifm following Confirmation. Ch. 5. Of the Laws 
again ft re- baptization both in Church and State. 
Book XIII. General obfervations relating to Divine 
Worfhip in the ancient Church. Ch. 1 . Some necef- 
fary remarks upon the ancient names of Divine Ser- 
vice, which modern corruptions have rendered ambi- 
guous. Ch. 2. That the devotions of the ancient 
Church were paid to every perfon of the Bleffed Tri- 
nity. Ch. 3. That in the ancient Church religious 
worfhip was given to no Creature, Saint, or Angel, 
Crofs, Image, or Relic, but to God alone. Ch. 4. 
That anciently Divine Service was always performed 
in the Vulgar Tongue, underftood by the people. 
Ch. 5. Of the original and ufe of Liturgies, in ftated 
and fet Forms of Prayer in the primitive Church. 
Ch. 6. An extract of the feveral parts of the ancient 
Liturgy out of the genuine writings of St. Chryfoftom, 
following the order of his works. Ch. 7. Of the ufe 
of the Lord's Prayer in the Liturgy of the ancient 
Church. Ch. 8. Of the ufe of habits and gefture, and 
other rites and ceremonies in the ancient Church. 
Ch. 9. Of the times of their religious Affemblies, and 
the feveral parts of Divine Service performed in them. 
Ch. 10. The Order of their daily Morning Service. 
Ch. 11. The Order of their daily Evening Service. 
Book XIV. Of that part of Divine Service which the 
Ancients comprized under the general name of Mijf'a 
Catechumenorum, the Service of the Catechumens, or 
Ante-Communion Service on the Lord's Day. Ch. 1. 
Of the Pfalmody of the ancient Church. Ch. 2. A 
particular account of fome of the moft noted Hymns 
ufed in the Service of the ancient Church. Ch. 3. Of 
the manner of reading the Scriptures in the public 
Service of the Church. Ch. 4. Of Preaching, and 
the ufages relating to it in the ancient " Church. 
Ch. 5. Of the Prayers for the Catechumens, Energu- 
mens, Competentes, or Candidates of Baptifm, and 
the Penitents. Book XV. Of the Mijfa Fidelmm, or 
Communion-Service. Ch. 1. Of the Prayers preced- 
ing the Oblation. Ch. 2. Of the Oblations of the 
people, and other things introductory to the confecra- 
tion of the Eucharift. Ch. 3. Of the Oblation or 
Confecration Prayers, and the feveral parts of them. 
Ch. 4. Of Communicants, or perfons who were al- 
lowed to receive this Sacrament, and the manner of 
receiving it. Ch. 5. A refolution of feveral queftions 
relating further to the manner of communicating in the 
ancient Church. Ch. 6. Of their Poft-Communion- 
Service. Ch. 7. How the remains of the Eucharift 
were difpofed of ; and of the common entertainment 
called Agape, or Feaft of Charity. Ch. 8. Of the 
preparation which the Ancients required, as neceffary 
in Communicants, to qualify them for a worthy recep- 
tion. Ch. 9. Of frequent Communion, and the times 
of celebrating it in the ancient Church. Book XVI. 
Of the unity and difcipline of the ancient Church. 
Ch. 1 . Of the union and communion obferved among 
Catholics in the ancient Church. Ch. 2. Of the dif- 
cipline of the Church, and the various kinds of it; 
together with the various methods obferved in the ad- 
miniftration of it. Ch. 3. Of the objects of Ecclefi- 
aftical cenfures, or the perfons on whom they might 
be inflicted ; with a general account of the crimes for 
which they might be inflicted. Ch. 4. A particular 
4 L account 
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ment, fincerity, and candour: And gives, at the fame time, a fpecimen of what induftry 
and a diligent application are capable of doing (c). But, befides this difficult and vo- 
luminous undertaking, he publiflied other books : ' Namely, the French Church's Apo- 
« logy for the Church of England: Or, the Objeftions of Diffenters againft the Articles, 

* Homilies, Liturgy, and Canons of the Englifti Church, confidered, and anfweredupon 

* the Principles of the Reformed Church of France. A work chiefly extracted out of 
« the authentic Afts and Decrees of the French National Synods, and the mod ap- 
« proved writers of that Church [D],' Lond. 1706, Svo. And, c A Scholaftical Hif- 


(c) Sec Preface 
to vol. x. 


account of thofe called Great Crimes. Of tranfgreflions 
of the firft and fecond commandments. Of the princi- 
pal of thefe, viz. Idolatry. Of the feveral fpecies of 
Idolatry, and degrees of punimment allotted to them 
according to the proportion and quality of the offences. 
Ch. 5. Of the practice of curious and forbidden arts, 
Divination, Magic, and Inchantment ; and of the 
Laws of the Church made for the punifhment of them. 
Ch. 6. Of apoftacy to Judaifm and Pagan ifm ; of He- 
re fy and Schifm ; and of Sacrilege and Simony. Ch. 7. 
Of Sins again It the third commandment, Blafphemy, 
profane Swearing, Perjury, and breach of Vows. 
Ch. 8. Of Sins againft the fourth commandment, or 
violations of the Laws enjoining the religious obfer- 
vation of the Lord's Day. Ch. 9. Of great tranfgref- 
fions againft the fifth commandment, viz. difobedience 
to Parents and Mailers ; treafon and rebellion againft 
Princes ; and contempt of the Laws of the Church. 
Ch. 10. Of great tranfgreflions againft the fixth com- 
mandment ; of murder and manflaughter, parricide, 
felf- murder, difmembering the body, expofmg of in- 
fants, caufing abortion, £sV. Ch. n. Of great tranf- 
grefTions againft the feventh commandment, fornica- 
tion, adultery, incell, polygamy, cifr. Ch. 12. Of 
great t ran fgreffions of the eighth commandment, theft, 
oppreflion, fraud, c5r. Ch. 13. Of great tranfgreflions 
againft the ninth commandment, falfe accufation, li- 
belling, informing, calumny and (lander, railing and 
reviling. Ch. 14. Of great tranfgreflions againft the 
tenth commandment, envy, covetoufnefs, cifr. Book 

XVII. Of the Exercife of Difcipline upon the Clergy 
in the ancient Church. Ch. 1. Of the difference of 
Ecclefiaftical Cenfures inflicted on Clergymen and 
Laymen. Ch. 2. Of reducing the Clergy to the ftate 
and communion of Laymen, as a punifhment for 
great offences. Ch. 3. Of the punifhment, called 
Peregrina Communio, or reducing Clergymen to the 
communion of Strangers. Ch. 4. Of fome other fpe- 
cial and peculiar ways of inflicting punimment on the 
Clergy. Ch. 5. A particular account of the crimes 
for which Clergymen were liable to be punifhed with 
any of the fore-mentioned kinds of Cenfure. Book 

XVIII. Of the feveral Orders of Penitents, and the 
method of performing*pubIic Penance in the Church, 
by going through the feveral ftages of Repentance. 
Ch. 1. A particular account of the feveral Orders of 
Penitents in the Church. Ch. 2. Of the Ceremonies 
ufed in admitting Penitents to do public Penance, 
and the manner of performing public Penance in the 
Church. Ch. 3. A particular account of the Exomo- 
logejisj or penitential Confeflion of the ancient Church ; 
lhewing it to be a different thing from the private or 
auricular ConfelTion introduced by the Church of 
Rome. Ch. 4. Of the great rigour, ftrictnefs, and 
feverity of the Difcipline and Penance of the ancient 
Church. Book XIX. Of Abfolution, or the manner 
of re-admitting Penitents into the Communion of the 
Church again. Ch. 1. Of the nature of Abfolution, 
and the feveral forts of it; more particularly of fuch 
as relate to the penitential Difcipline of the Church. 
Ch. 2. Of the circumftances, rites, and cuftoms an- 
ciently obferved in the public Abfolution of Sinners. 
Ch. 3. Of the Minifter of Ecclefiaftical Difcipline, 
and particularly of the Minifter of Abfolution. Two 
Sermons, and two Letters to the Right Reverend the 
Lord Bimop of Winchefter, concerning the Nature 
and Neceftity of the feveral forts of Abfolution ; 
mewing how far that Neceflity extends, and where it 
ceafes. Book XX. Of the Feftivals obferved in the 
primitive Church. Ch. j. Of the diftindtion to be 
made between Civil and Ecclefiaftical Feftivals. 
Ch. 2. Of the original and obfervation of the Lord's 
Day among Chriflians. Ch. 3. Of the obfervation 
of the Sabbath, or Saturday, as a weekly Feftival. 
Ch.4. Of the Feftival of Chrift's Nativity and Epi- 
phany. Ch. 5. Of Eafler, or the Pafdial Feftival. 


Ch. 6. Of Pentecoft, or Whitfontide. Ch. 7. Of 
the Feftivals of the Apoftles and Martyrs. Ch. 8. Of 
fome other Feftivals of a later date and lefler obfer- 
vation. Book XXI. Of the Fafts in ufe in the an- 
cient Church. Ch. 1. Of the Quadragefimal, or 
Lent Fall. Ch. 2. Of the Fafts of the Four Seafons; 
of monthly Fafts, and the original of Ember-Weeks 
and Rogation-Days. Ch. 3. Of the weekly Fafts of 
VVednefdays and Fridays, or the Stationary days of 
the ancient Church. Book XXII. Of the Marriage- 
Rites obferved in the ancient Church. Ch. 1. A 
fhort account of the Heretics who condemned or vi- 
lified Marriage anciently, under pretence of greater, 
purity and perfection ; and of fuch alfo as gave li- 
cence to community of Wives, and Fornication. 
Ch. 2. Of the juft impediments of Marriage in par- 
ticular cafes, fhewing what perfons might, or might 
not, be lawfully joined together; and of the times and 
feafons when the celebration of Marriage was forbid- 
den. Ch. 3. Of the manner of making efpoufals 
preceding Marriage in the ancient Church. Ch.4. 
Of the manner of celebrating Marriage in the an- 
cient Church. Ch. 5. Of Divorces, how far they 
were allowed or di fall owed by the ancient Chriftians. 
Book XXIII. Of Funeral Rites, or the Cuftom and 
Manner of burying the Dead, obferved in the an- 
cient Church. Ch. 1. Of Cemeteries or Burying- 
places ; with an inquiry, how and when the cuftom 
of burying in Churches firft came in. Ch. 2. Some 
farther obfervations concerning the place, and man- 
ner, and time of burying. Ch. 3. How they pre- 
pared the Body for the Funeral, and with what reli- 
gious ceremonies and folemnities they interred it. 
Ch. 4. An account of the Laws made to fecure the 
Bodies and Graves of the dead, from the violence 
of robbers and facrilegious invaders and buyers and 
fellers of relics, and their worfhippers. 

[Z>] The French Church's Apology for the Church of 
England.] He informs us in the Preface, that what 
firft put him upon compiling this work, and furnifhed 
him with the principal part of the materials for it, was 
the perufal of a book, in titled, 1 Synodic on in Gallia 
* Reformat a ; or, The Acts, Decrees, and Canons of 
1 the National Councils of the Reformed Churches 
1 in France.' Publifhed in two volumes, fol. Lond, 
1692, by Mr. John Quick, Minifter of the Gofpel ; 
(that is, a Diflcnting Minifter among the Prefbyte- 
rians). The whole collected out of the original rna- 
nufcript Acts of thofe Synods ; being a work never 
before extant in any language ; wherein are contained 
many excellent expedients for preventing and healing 
of fchifms in the Churches, and for re-uniting the 
difmembered body of divided Proteftants. Our au- 
thor confidered, therefore, that if thefe Synods af- 
forded any fuch expedients, they were likely to weigh 
as much with Diffenters, efpecially thofe of the Pref- 
byterian party, as any other arguments : Confidering, 
I. That they themfelves have commonly made their 
appeals to the Foreign Churches againft the Church 
of England ; blaming her eftabliftiment and methods, 
and meafurcs of Reformation ; and requiring her to 
be reformed in Doctrine, Worlhip, Difcipline, and 
Government, according to the example of the bell 
Reformed Churches ; which are the very words of the 
Solemn League and Covenant. 2 That in all pro- 
bability they will freely own the French Church Co 
be one of the beft Reformed Churches, and let her 
authority be of fome confideration with them. 
3. That the Tranflator and Publiiher of thefe Sy- 
nods, being (one of themfelves) a profefTed Diflent- 
ing Minifter, cannot by them be fufpected to have 
tranflated any thing partially in favour of the Church 
of England. Mr. Bingham endeavours, therefore, 
to make appear to them out of thefe very Synods 
(which are the moft public and authentic rule of the 
French Church), in Book I. That the methods and 
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(A) Lawrence's j 
an ingenious 
Layman. 


(e) See his 
Works in folio, 
vol. ii. p. 4.17. 

(f) Bd ? : s *n 
701, 


* tory of the Practice of the Church, in reference to the Adminiftration of Baptifm by 

* Laymen. Wherein an account is given of the pra&ice of the Primitive Church, the 
f Practice of the Modern Greek Church, and the Practice of the Churches of the Re- 
f formation. With an Appendix, containing fome Remarks on the Hiftorical Part of 
f Mr. Lawrence's Writings touching the Invalidity of Lay-Baptifm, his Preliminary 
c Diicourle of the various Opinions of the Fathers concerning the Rebaptization, and 
c invalid Baptifms, and his Difcourfe of Sacerdotal Powers/ Part I. Lond. 17 12, 2vo. 
c A Scholaliical Hiftory of Lay-Baptifm. Part II. With fome Confiderations on 

f Dr. Brett's and Mr. L 's (cl) Anfwers to the firft Part/ Lond. 8vo. [E]. To 

which is prefixed, c The State of the prefent Controverfy.' And, at the end there is 
€ An Appendix, containing fome Remarks on the Author of the Second Part of Lay- 
< Baptifm invalid.' He publifhed likewife, c A Difcourfe concerning the Mercy of 
€ God to Penitent Sinners : Intended for the Ufe of Peribns troubled in Mind.' Being 
a Sermon on Pfalm ciii. 13. Printed fingly at firft: and reprinted among the reft of 
his Works, in two Volumes, fol. Lond. 1725. Notwithftanding his great learning, 
merit, and other excellent qualifications, he continued only re<5tor of Headbourne- 
worthy, till the year 17 12, when he was collated to the reftory of Havant near Porti- 
mouth, by Sir Jonathan Trelawney, Bifhop of Winchefter, to whom he dedicated 
feveral of his books. This learned and induftrious perlbn died Aug, 17, 1723, in the 
55th year of his age > and was buried in the church-yard of Headbourn-worthy. He 
expreiTed, in his Will, a diflike to any fuch thing as a monument over his grave ; which 
is the reafon why none is yet erefted to his memory. But there was one intended, with 
an infeription, which we fhall give in the note [F]. As to his character ; Though he 
had not the ftrongeft conftitution (<?), he was a perfon of very great induftry, and in- 
defatigable application, as his works abundantly teftify. He was at the fame time a 
great lover of truth (f) ; and of fo free and difinterefted a temper, that, c though he 
€ loved not to enter into difpute with any men, yet he did not think any Great Names 
c fo venerable, as to be of fufficient Authority to lead others by their Dictates only, 

efpecially in Matters of Fail and Hiftory, unlefs they affign juft Grounds and Reafoas 
for their Aflertions (g).' 


meafures of Reformation in the Church of England, 
are the fame that the French Church did take, or 
weuld have taken if fhe could ; and that our expedi- 
ents for preventing and healing fchifms in the Church, 
are no other than what are laid down and prefcribed 
in thefe Synods. Book II. That our Articles and 
Homilies contain no other Doctrine, but what is pub- 
licly taught in the Articles and Homilies of the 
French Church. Book ICI. That the objections 
againft our Liturgy and Rubrics, will hold as well 
again ft the Liturgy and public Offices that are ufed 
among them. Book IV. That our Canons require 
but the fame things, or things equivalent to what the 
Canons of thefe Synods enjoin. In thefe three laft 
Books, the Diflenters objections againft the Articles 
and Homilies, Liturgy and Canons of the Church of 
England, are confidered and anfwered from the prin- 
ciples and practice of the Reformed Church of France. 
The principal perfon whom he takes objections from, 
and anfwers them upon the principles and grounds of 
the French Church, is Mr. R. Baxter, in one of his 
books, intitled, * Englifh Nonconformity, as under 

* King Charles II. and King James II., ftated and 

* argued/ 4to, Lond. 1689, where he has fummed 
up their principal reafon s for their Nonconformity. 
To thefe our author returns anfwers, either from the 
French Synods, or their molt approved writers, as the 
fubject requires. Towards the conclufion of his Pre- 
face, he makes this remark — ' I cannot think the true 

* method of preventing the dangers arifng from our 

* divifions, is to make fuch conceffions to Di (Tenters, 

* as will make and deftroy the prefent Conftitution ; 

* but to reafon them into Union upon fuch principles 

* as are common to all the Churches of the Refer m- 
c ation.' i , 1 1 n : . n vm afliiit * 

*#* [All attempts to reafon men into an exact uni- 
formity of fentiment have been found inefficacious, 
and ever will be fo. Wherever men dare to think 
for themfelves, they will think differently; but though 


uniformity of fentiment is impracticable, perfons of 
very oppofite opinions may unite in mutual candour, 
forbearance, and benevolence.] T. 

[E] A Schoiaftical Hiftory of the practice of the 
Church in reference to the adminiftration of Baptifm by 
Laymen, &c] His defign in this work, briefly, is to 
(hew, that although Laymen were always prohibited 
to baptize in ordinary cafes, yet they were allowed to 
do it in cafes extraordinary ; and that this extraordi- 
nary Baptifm of theirs was counted valid, without any 
need of Re-ba^tizstion. 

[F\ But there <was oHe intended, with an infeription, 

&c.]. . . . I 

The infeription is as follows : 

Obftupefce Viator ! 
Venerandi hie conduntur Cineres 
Jofephi Bingham, A.M. 
' Nati Wakefeldix apud Eboracenfes 
Collegii Univeriitatis- apud.Oxoxi. 
quondam Socii. 
Cujus multiplicem fi fpectes Doctrinam 
Quam Scriptis prodidit, 
Si exactam veteris Difciplinac et 
Confuetudinum ^cclefiafticarura 
Notitiam, 
Cyprianica aetatc vel etiam Ignatiana 
Moribus quoque primsevis 
• > VixiiTe agnofcas 
itfifi quod non ertet Epifcopus. 
At vae Sxculo men tor um immemori 

Et ingrato ! 
Cum qui Patriarchatum in Ecclefra 
Meruit, 

NonnifiHeadbotu*nTW orthy&Havanti in AgroHanton. 
Parochus, obiit 
Decimo Septimo die Aug. 
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(•) The mate- 
rials of this ar- 
ticle have been 
principally de- 
rived from fome 
authentic papers 
and documents, 
included in No. 
362, among Dr. 
Birch's collec- 
tion of manu. 


* * [B I R C H (T homas) (*), a late valuable hiftorical and biographical Writer, was 
born in the pari fh of St. John's, Clerltenwell, on the 23d of November, 1705. His 
parents were bpth of them Quakers, and his father, Jofeph Birch, was a coffee-mill- 
maker by trade. Mr. Jofeph Birch endeavoured to bring up his Ion Thomas to his 
own bufinefs ; but fo ardent was the youth's paiTion for reading, that he folicited his 
father to be indulged in this inclination, promifingf, in that cafe, to provide for himfelf. 

The 
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Scripts in the 
Britilh Mufeum, 
and frem the 
obliging inform- 
ation o/ Daniel 
Wia/, Efqj. 
Where no par- 
ticular autho- 
rities are cited, 
die fafts will be 
\inda flood to be 
taken from the 
Mufeum ; ex- 
cepting in the 
account of the 
Doctor's wri - 
tings, which is 
drawn from an 
in 'peel ion of 
them. 


(*) We do not 
certainly know 
whether her 
child was born 
alive ; but ap- 
prehend that it 
was not, 


B I R C H. 

The firft fchool he went to was at Hemel-hempfted in Hertfordfliire. It was kept by 
John Owen, a rigid Quaker, for whom Mr. Birch afterwards officiated, fome little 
while, as an ufher. The next fchool in which he received his education, was taught 
by one Wei by, who lived near Turnbull-ftreet, Clerkenwell. This Welby never had 
above eight or ten fcholars at a time, whom he profefTed to inftrud in the Latin tongue, 
in the fhort fpace of a year and a half. To him Mr. Birch was, likewife, an ufher as 
he alfo afterwards was to Mr. Befie, the famous Quaker in George's Court near St. 
John's Lane, who publifhed the pofthumous works of Claridge. It is farther faid, that 
he went to Ireland with Dean Smedley ; but in what year he pafled over to that country, 
and how long he refided with the Dean, cannot now be ascertained. In his removals 
as~ an ufher, he always took care to get into a ftill better fchool, and where he might 
have the greateft opportunity of ftudying the mod valuable books. He was indefati- 
gable in his application, and ftole many hours from deep to increafe his Hock of know- 
ledge. By this unremitting diligence, though he had not the happinefs of an univerfity 
education, he foon became qualified to take holy orders in the church of England ; and 
as his early connections were of a different kind, his being ordained was a matter of no 
fmall furprife to his old acquaintance. We do not precifely know when this event 
took place 5 but it muft have been as early as in 1728. In the fame year he married 
the daughter of one Mr. Cox, a Clergyman to whom he was Curate ; and in this union 
he was Angularly happy : but his felicity was of a fliort duration, Mrs. Birch dying 
in lefs than twelve months after their marriage. The diforder which carried her 
off was a puerperal fever (*), and almoft in the very article of her death fhe wrote to 
her hufband the following letter : 

c This day I return you, my deareft life, my fincere, hearty thanks for every favour 
c bellowed on your moft faithful and obedient wife. 

c July 31, 1729. Hannah Birch/ 

How much Mr. Birch was affected by this calamity appears from a copy of verfes 
written by him, Auguft 3d, 1729, on his wife's coffin [A]. That Mrs. Birch was a 

woman 


[^] A copy of verfes written by him on bis wife's 
coffin.] Thefe verfes are infer ted in Mrs. Rowe's 
mifcellaneous works, and are fpoken of by that in- 
genious Lady, as might be expe&ed, in terms of ap- 
probation. They appeared, likewife, in the Gentle- 
man's Magazine ; and Mr. Birch himfelf printed a 
number of them in a feparate paper, to be given 
away- among his friends. As they relate to the moft 
afFedting event of his life, and have considerable me- 
rit, our readers will probably not be difpleafed with 
perufing this fpecimen of his poetical talents. 

* On the Death of his beloved Wife. 
£ Written by her Hujband on her Coffin. 

* ^7 HILE pining anguifh, wild defpair, 

Jncreafe my pangs, prolong my care ; 

* Depriv'd of all my foul held dear, 

* Inchanting joy and love fincere; 

* While round the gloomy fcene's difplay'd, 

* And death ftill deepens ev'ry lhade ; 

* Sad, filent, dark, the pomp of woe ! 
4 Shall forrow's eye forbear to flow } 

4 Flow ftill, ye tears ! ye fighs, complain ! 

* But fighs and tears alike are vain ! 

See there all pale and dead fhe lies ! 

* Forever flow, my ftreaming eyes ! 

* Fly Hymen y with extinguifVd fires ! 

4 Fry, nuptial blifs, and chafte de^irds ! 
4 Chora's fled, the love Heft mind ; 

* Faith, fweetnefs, wit, together join'd. 

* Dwelt faith, and wit, and fweetnefs here ? 

* O view the change, and drop a tear ! 

* Once in thefe eyes each grace was feen, 
4 And love and mildnefs fhone ferene : 

* Once foft perfuafion tun'd her tongue, 
4 As truth fincere, and fweet as fong, 

* Once this cold hand could touch the lyre, 

* And ev'ry tender thought infpire : 

* Now finking to its parent clay, 
4 All chang'd, the body feems to fay, 

* Thus life, a fhadow, fleets away ! 
* O whifper ftill, thou voice divine ! 

* Thine be the lore, attention mine. 
f And while this awful object lies 

* Expos'd before my weeping eyes, 
4 Teach me, fome genius, from on high, 

* Like her to live, like her to die ; 

* To emulate the paths fhe trod, 

* All humane, gen'rous, great, and good ! 


1 Like her, the rage of death to charm, 

« And ev'ry fting of pain dilarm : 

' Rife as fhe rofe, a 1 pot lefs foul, 

' Who aim'd at joys beyond the pole ; 

c And raptur'd on the verge of day, 

' Sm.il 'd to behold the ftiining way. 

* But, hark! the fadly folemn bell 
* Sullenly founds my laft farewel. 

f Lo ! round the cor fe the plaintive throng 

s Slow-moving, filent ftalk along. 

e The torch that lends its mournful light, 

1 The myftic pray'r, the fun'ral rite, 

r The weeping friend, th* expelling ground* 

r The filent horror all around, 

1 Have tempted Sorrow from her cave, 

6 And now fhe hovers o'er the grave ; 

1 Now ftnks our hearts, impearls our eyes, 

1 And bids a gen'ral groan arife ; 

! Exclaims that man was doom'd to mourn, 

( And fits in pomp to guard the urn. 

* 'Tisdone! O ever dear, adieu ! 

c Each tender name is loft in you. 

1 Adieu, thou once kind, lovely fair ! 
1 Soft fpring of joy, relief from care ! 
j O reft ! may Love, with ev'ry Grace, 
1 And ev'ry Virtue, guard the place I 
1 While me receives the lonely bed, 
; Sad, proftrate, filent as the dead 1 
1 Reftlefs I prefs the well-known place, 
And vainly feek the dear embrace ; 
While flow and drear the minutes roll, 
And anguifh racks my inmoft foul. 

- But fee 1 what heav'nly pow'r ferene 

Darts gently through the gloomy fcene ? 
'Tis fhe ! ingliding from above ; 
; The fame her form, the fame her love. 
■ Weep'ft thou, my deareft ? weep no more ! 
Tho' tranfient fcenes of life are o'er; 
New worlds now open to my view ; 
Blifs, knowledge, virtue, boundlefs, true; 
Where fouls with focial raptures glow, 
While fin and vengeance reign below. 
Hence nightly I, thy guardian pow'r, 
For ever confeious of the hour 
That join'd our hearts, defend to l^eep 
My deareft charge ; to watch thy lleep, 
Hint fofter dreams ; t6 chafe away 
Black error's mift, and bright difplay 
The form of virtue to thy fight ; 
Part o'er thy foul a ftronger light ; 
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(c J From the 
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(f) From Da- 
niel Wray, Efqj 
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pa r t of his life 
he was chaplain 
to the Princefs 
Amelia. 


woman of very amiable accomplilhments, is not only evident from the verfes now 
mentioned, but from two Latin epitaphs drawn up for her ; one by her hufband, and the 
other by Dr. Dale, which lafl was tranflated into Englifli by Mr. James Ralph. In 
both thefe epitaphs, fhe is celebrated as having poflefled an uncommon fhare of know- 
ledge and tafte, as well as the moft excellent moral virtues. From the time of his 
wife's death till the year 1732, we learn nothing of Mr. Birch, excepting that, during 
this interval, he had been recommended, by a common friend, to the friendlliip and 
favour of the late Lord High Chancellor Hardwicke, then Attorney General 5 to which 
noble Peer, and to the prefent Earl of Hardwicke, he was indebted for all his prefer- 
ments (<?). The firft proof he experienced of his patron's regard, was his being recom- 
mended to the living of Ulting in the county of EiTex. To this living he was in- 
ducted by Dr. Gibfon, Bifliop of London, on the 20th of May, and he took pofleflion 
of it on the day following. In 1734, he was appointed one of the domeftic Chaplains (*) 
to William Earl of Kilmarnock, the unfortunate Nobleman who was afterwards be- 
headed, on the 1 8th of Auguft, 1746, for having been engaged in the rebellion which 
began in 1745 (b). The Earl of Kilmarnock was, we believe, in more early life, un- 
derftood to be a Whig and under no other character could Mr. Birch have been in- 
troduced to his Lordfhip's notice. On the 20th of February, 1734-5, Mr. Birch had 
the honour of being chofen a Member of the Royal Society, Sir Hans Sloane taking a 
leading part in the election (c ). The fame honour was done him on the nth of De- 
cember, 1735 (d), by the Society of Antiquaries •> of which Society he afterwards 
became a Director. A few weeks before he was chofen into the Antiquarian Society, 
the Marifchal College of Aberdeen had conferred on him, by diploma, the degree of 
Mafter of Arts (e). In the Spring of the year 1743, by the favour of his noble patron 
before mentioned, he received a more fubftantial benefit; being prefented by the Crown 
to the Re£tory of Landewy Welfrey in the county of Pembroke. To this benefice, 
which was a finecure (f) y he was indufted on the 7th of May, by Dr. Edward Willes, 
Biihop of St. Davids. In January, 1743-4, Mr. Birch was preferred, in the fame 
manner, to the Reftory of Sidington St. Peter's, in the county and diocefe of Gloucefter. 
We find no traces of his having taken pofiefiion of this living; and, indeed, it is 
probable that he quitted it immediately, for one that was more fuitable to his inclina- 
tions, and to his literary engagements, which required his almofi: conftant refidence in 
town; for on the 24th of February, 1743-4, he was inducted to the redlories of St. 
Michael, Wood-ftreet, and St. Mary, Staining, united. His next preferment was 
likewife in the city of London ; being to the united Reftories of St. Margaret Pattens, 
and St. Gabriel, Fenchurch-ftreet. To this benefice he was prefented in the beginning 
of February, 1745-6, and received induction to it on the 13th of that month. In 
January, 1752, he was eledted one of the Secretaries of the Royal Society, in 
the room of Dr. Cromwell Mortimer, deceafed (g)* In January, 1753, the Marif- 
chal College of Aberdeen created him Dodtor of Divinity; and in that year, the 
fame honour was conferred on him by that excellent Prelate, Dr. Thomas Flerring, 
Archbifhop of Canterbury. Our Author was alio a Truftee of the Britifh Mufeum. 
The laft preferment given to Dr. Birch, was the Reftory of Depden in Effex ; for which 
he was indebted to the prefent Earl of Hardwicke. Depden itfelf, indeed, was in the 
patronage of Mr. Chifwell, and in the poiTelTion of the Rev. Dr. Cock. But the benefice 
in Lord Hardwicke's gift, being at too great a diftance from town, to be legally held by 
Dr. Birch, he obtained an exchange with Dr. Cock ; who the more readily quitted his 
own living, though of fuperior value, becaufe he had for fome time been difturbed and 
terrified by attempts upon his houfe (h). Dr. Birch was indudted to Depden by the late (b) From Da. 
eminent Bifhop Sherlock, on the 25th of February, 176 1 ; and he continued poflefled of nielWra >'> Ef i> 
this preferment, together with the united Rectories of St. Margaret Pattens, and St. Ga- 


(%) Gent. Mag, 
Vol. xxii. p. 45. 


* In rea Ton's voice to whifper ftill ; 

* To purer blifs direct thy will ; 

* A beamy cloud around you throw, 

* And viewlefs guide you as you go. 

' Lo ! (few fhort moments roll'd between) 

* I prefent change the darkfome fcene ; 

* Difpel the awful ihades of death, 

e And gently eafe your parting breath ; 
1 Glad hail you to the realms above, 

* Dear, blelt, immortal as our love ! 

* Thus while we leave thy lifelefs clay, 

* To fome bright orb thy foul convey, 

c Where virtue, truth, and pleafure join, 

* And raptur'd fay This feat be thine ! 

* Here knowledge great as fouls can know, 

* Shall purge the errors learn'd below ; 

' Enlarge thy pow'rs, improve thy fight, 
c And ihew thee truth in native light. 

* See there yon happy Ihades employ 
' Their hours in blifs and focial joy ; 
1 High-rais'd on virtue's pagle wing, 
c The patriots ad, the poets fing ; 

Vol. II. 


With purer fires the lovers glow, 
Than youth or fenfe infpire below., 
Here join we then the kindred race, 
That fprings to meet our foft embrace ; 
Or in fome fweet fequefter'd grove 
Mix flame with flame, and love with love. 
Hence wing'd with thought excurfive fly, 
From orb to orb, and range the Iky, 
View wifdom, power, and goodnefs mine 
Through nature's frame ; their fource divine, 
— O call thefe fcenes to thy relief, 
Bright future fcenes ! and calm thy grief : 
Live happy ; nouriih fHll the love, 
That blelt on earth, and joins our fouls above. 
* She fpake, lhc fmil'd, me foar'd away; 
While comfort glanc'd a healing ray. 
■ Aug. 3, 1729 (i).' 


are, in the Britifh Mufeum, fever al manufcript 
of Dr. Birch's, written by him, we fuppofe, 
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briel, Fenchurch-ftreet, till his deceafe. In 1765, he refigncd his office of Secretary to 
the Royal Society, and was fuccceded by Dr. Morton. Dr. Birch's health declining about 
this time, he was ordered to ride for the recovery of it ; but being a bad horfeman, and 
going out, contrary to advice, on a frofty day, he was unfortunately thrown from his 
horfet on the road betwixt London and Hampftead, and killed on the fpot (*). Dr. Wil- 
liam Watfon, of LincolnVInn-Fields* as foon as he heard of the accident of the tall, 
haftened to the relief of his friend, but in vain. It is not known whether Dr. Birch's fall 
might not have been occafioned by an apoplexy. This melancholy event happened on 
the 9th of January, 1766 (*), in the 61ft year of his age, to the great regret of the 
Doftor's numerous literary friends. Some days after his death, he was buried .in the 
chancel of his own church of St. Margaret Pattens (I). Dr. Birch had, in his life- f//Ac^<r,ag 
time, been very generous to his relations.[£] ; and none that were near to him being SluwiS*"* 
living at his deceafe, he bequeathed his library of books and manufcripts, many of 
which are valuable, to the Britifli Mufeum. He, likewife, left the remainder of his 
fortune, which amounted to not much more than five hundred pounds, to be laid out 
in Government Securities, for the purpofe of applying the intereft to increafe the im- 
pend of the three afliflant librarians [C] : Thus manifefting at his death, as he had done 
during his whole life, his refpeft for literature, and his defire to promote ufeful know- 
ledge (m). , 


[B] To his relations.] He had two brothers, George 
and Samuel. George was older than himfelf. In 
1740, Samuel Birch refigned all claim to a mare in 
his mother's efTefts, in confideration of feveral fums 
which had been advanced to him, at various times, 
by his brother Thomas. Dr. Birch had, likewife, a 
filler, Sarah, born in the year 1709. This filter, 
whofe name, after her marriage, was Young, and 
who lived in Briflol, had a daughter, Joanna, who 
was married to one Smith, a corlccutter in that city. 
Mrs. Smith died in 1762, after having been almoft 
five years out of her mind. Her mother, Mrs. Young, 
was living at that time. It appears from their let- 
ters, that Dr. Birch was very affectionate to them on 
all occafions. He had another niece, Ann Lam- 
born, who kept his houfe, but who died before 
him. 

[C] The ftipend of the three afiifiant librarians.] 
As Dr. Birch's Will throws fome light upon his fen- 
timents, difpofitions, and connections, and is not 
very long, we mall infert it in this place. 

c I Thomas Birch, Doctor in Divinity, upon the 

* deceafe of my late niece Anne Lamborn having no 

* other near relation furviving, do, this twelfth day 

* of February, one thoufand feven hundred and fixty- 
f five, make this my laiV Will and Teftament, in ex- 
' perflation of my removal from the prefent imper- 
' feci ftate of exiflence, in a full confidence in the 
' mercy and goodnefs of Almighty God, and with a 

* firm perfuafion of a blefTed immortality, difc,over- 

* able by the light «f Nature, and confirmed to us 

* Chriflians by that of Revelation. My defire is, 
' that my body be interred in the chancel of the 

* church of Saint Margaret Pattens, of which I have 

* been now Rcclor near nineteen years. I give and 

* bequeath to the Truflees of the Britifli Mufeum all 
1 my printed books and manufcripts, which fhall not 
1 be otherwife difpofed of by this my Will, in order 
' that fuch of the former as are not in the faid Mu- 

* feum may be placed there, the reft to be fold for 

* the purchafe of others that fhall be then wanting 
1 in the faid Mufeum ; and with regard to the col- 
' lection of letters written to myfelf, whether bound 
1 up in guard-books or fingle, I defire that they may 
' be committed to the cuftody of the Principal Li- 
' brarian of the faid Mufeum for the time being, 

* and continue there for the fpace of thirty years af- 
c ter my deceafe ; and that, after the expiration of 
' fuch term, they be placed in the department of 
4 manufcripts in the faid Mufeum, as they may pof- 
' fibly be fome fmall addition to the literary Hiftory 
' of my own Times. Item, I give and bequeath to 
' the faid Truflees of the Britifli Mufeum the pic- 

* turcs of Sir Nicholas Bacon, Lord Keeper, and 
' Hugh Broughton, with my own painted in 1735, 
( no* at the head of my firft flair-cafe in my houfe 
1 in Norfolk-flreet, and all other pictures and prints 

* which ilin.ll be Tn my pofleffion at my death, except 
1 fuch as fhall be otherwife difpofed of by this my 
1 Will. I give and bequeath to the faid Truflees "of 
1 the Britifli Mufeum all the moneys in the public funds 

1 or elfewhere which I fhall die pofTefled of, or fhall 


be due to me, and what fhall arife from the fate 
of my houfehold goods and other effects, the faid 
monies to be laid out in the reduced Bank An- 
nuities, or in fome other public fund, or in the 
purchafe of fome eflate in land ; the intereit of fuch 
flock, or the rent of fuch eflate, to be paid in 
equal portions to the three Under- librarians of 
the faid Britifh Mufeum for the time being, as an 
augmentation of their falaries for ever ; and I re- 
quell the favour of my worthy and learned friend 
Dr. Matthew Maty, one of the prefent Under- 
librarians of the faid Mufeum, to be Executor of 
this my Will. I give and bequeath to the Royal 
Society of London, to whom I owe the highefl gra- 
titude for the honour done me of electing me one of 
the Secretaries, my picture painted by Mr. Wills in 
1737, in a black frame and gilt border, being the 
original of the Mezzotinto print done by Mr. Faber 
in 1 741. I give and bequeath to the Right Ho- 
nourable Philip Earl of Hardwicke his own picture, 
painted by Mr. Londfon in 1746, and prefented to 
me that year by his Lordfhip, together with all 
his letters to me, bound up in guard-books or 
loofe among my other papers, and the following 
manufcripts, <viz. two volumes in folio of letters and 
papers relating to the affairs of Scotland from the year 
1525 to 1556, tranferibed from the originals in the 
Cotton Library, by order of John Lord Somers, 
and revifed and corrected by that great man's own 
hand ; and one volume in folio of the Negocia- 
ations of Sir Robert Anflruther in Latin, from the 
year 1631 to 1634: and I take this opportunity to 
exprefs my mofl grateful fenfe of the many obligati- 
ons which I have received from the faid Earl of Hard- 
wicke, during the long courfe of friendfliip with 
which he has been pleafed to honour me, and to 
which, joined to his zeal for the encouragement of 
all attempts for the benefit of the republic of let- 
ters, I am indebted for all the preferments which I 
enjoy in the church, far beyond any merit of mine, 
or the proportion of what has fallen to the fliare of 
many of my fuperiors in every refpect. I give and 
bequeath to the Honourable Mr. Charles Yorke my 
edition of Spenfer's Fairy Queen, in three vo- 
lumes in 4/0; to the Honourable Mr. John York? 
my Memoirs of the Reign of Queen Elizabeth ; 
and to the Honourable and Reverend Mr. James 
Yorke, Dean of Lincoln, my edition of Profeffor 
Grenfco's Mifcellaneous Works, and of the Works 
of Sir Walter Raleigh. Laflly, I give and be- 
queath to the Reverend Mr. Henry Foulkes, my 
Curate at Saint Margaret Pattens, twenty pounds ; 
and to each of the Servants who fhall be in my 
fervice at the time of my death, five pounds. This 
my lafl Will and Teftament, written all with my 
own hand, is figned by me, on the day and in the 
year above mentioned, Thomas Birch. I defire 
the above-mentioned Dr. Maty to accept of my filver 
ftandifh, as a fmall corn pen fation for the trouble 
which he may have in the execution of this my laft , * p fom the 
Will ; to which I add this Codicil, April 20th, 1765. Regifterof the 
Thomas Birch (2).' Prerogative 

Court of Can* 


Having ,e burjr> 


BIRCH. 


Having related the more perlbnal and private circumftances of Dr. Birch'i 
htftory, we proceed to his various publications. The firft great work he engaged in, 
was c the General Dictionary, hiftorical and critical wherein a new tranflation of that 
of the celebrated Mr. Bayle was included ; and which was interfperfed with feveral thou- 
es never before publifhed. It was on the 29th of April, 1734, that Dr. Birch* 
in z m ft ion with the Rev. Mr. John Peter Bernard, and Mr. John Lockman, agreed 
with t Bookfellers to carry on this important undertaking; and Mr. George Sale was 
employed to draw up the articles relating to oriental Hiftory. The whole defign was 
completed in ten volumes, folio; the firft of which appeared in 1734, and the laft in 
1741 [D]. It is universally allowed, that this work contains a very extenfive and ufe- 
ful body of biographical knowledge. We are not told what were the particular ar- 
ticles written by Dr. Birch ; but there is no doubt of his having executed a great part 
of the Dictionary : neither is it, we fuppofe, any difparagement to his co-adjutors, to 
fay, that he was fuperior to them in abilities and reputation. However, in this ob- 
ftTvation, we except Mr. George Sale, who was, without controverfy, eminently qua- 
lified for the department he had undertaken. The next great defign in which Dr. Birch 
engaged, was the publication of Thurloe's State Papers. This collection, which com- 
prifed feven volumes in folio, came out in 1742. It is dedicated to the late Lord 
Chancellor Hardwicke, and there is prefixed to it a Life of Thurloe ; but whether it 
was written or not by our Author, doth not appear. The fame Life had been Sepa- 
rately publifhed not long before. The letters and papers in this collection throw the 
greatefl light on the period to which they relate, and are accompanied with pro- 
per references, and a complete index to each volume. In 1744, Dr. Birch pub- 
lifhed, in ofravo, a Life of the Honourable Robert Boyle, Efq; which hath fince been 
prefixed to the quarto edition of the works of that excellent man and eminent philofo- 
pher. In the fame year, our Author began his afiiftance to Mr. Howbraken and Mr. 
Vertue, in their defign of publifhing, in folio, the Heads of illuftrious perfons of 
Great Britain, engraved by thofe two Artifts, but chiefly by Mr. Howbraken. To 
each head was annexed, by Dr. Birch, the Life and Character of the perfon reprefented 
[£]. The firft volume of this work, which came out in Numbers, was completed in 
1747, and the fecond in 1752. Our Author's concern in this undertaking did not 
hinder his profecuting, at the fame time, other hiftorical difquifitions : for, in 1747, 
appeared, in octavo, c His Inquiry into the Share which King Charles the Firft had in 
* the Traniaftions of the Earl of Glamorgan [F].' A fecond edition of the Inquiry 

was 

[D] The firji cf which appeared in 1734, and the Bertie, Earl of Lindfey ; William Cavendifti, Duke 
lajl in 1741.] The fecond and third volumes were of Nevvcaftle ; James Gnham, Marquis of Mon- 
publiihed in 1735, tne f° u rth in l 7d&? ^ c fifth * n trofe ; Algernon Percy, Earl of Northumberland; 
1737, the fixth and feventh in 1738, and the eighth Oliver Cromwell ; Henry Ireton ; General Lambert ; 
and ninth in 17^9. The perfons to whom the vo- Charles Fleetwood, Lord-deputy of Ireland; Lord 
lumes, in order of publication, were dedicated, were, Fairfax; Sir Henry Vane ; Secretary Thurloe ; John 
Sir Hans Sloane* Bart. Prefident, and the Council Milton; James Stuart, Duke cf Richmond ; George 
and Fellows of the Royal Society; Dr. Richard Digby, Earl of Brittol ; William RufTel, Duke of 
Mead, thr Honourable William Talbot, Efq; Charles Bedford; Henry Bennet, Earl of Arlington; John 
Duke of Queenfbury and Dover, James Duke of Maitland, Duke of Lauderdale : Dr. Thomas Willis ; 
Hamilton, Martin Folkes, Efq; James Earl of Aber- George Morley, Bifhop of Wincheller ; William Lord 
coin, Algernon Earl of Hertford, George Earl of Ruflcl ; Anthony Afhley Cooper, the firft Earl of 
RCacclesfield, and the R : ght Honourable Arthur On- Shaftefbury ; George Savile, Marquis of Halifax; 
ilow, Efq; Speaker of the Houfe of Commons. Thomas Otway ; the Duke of Schomberg; Sir Wil- 

[£] The Life and C ha racier of the perfon reprefented.] Ham Temple ; Robert Boyle ; Archbifhop Tillotfon ; 
Thefe lives and cli racters are but fhort, none of John Locke ; Laurence Hyde, Earl of Rochefter ; 
them exceeding more than two pages in folio, being Lieutenant-general Tolmach ; Sidney Earl of Go- 
on])' iiu nclcd to bind up with the heads. The per- dolphin ; Sir Ifaac Newton; Daniel Finch Earl of 
fons of \ hoin heads, lives, and characters are given Nottingham; Charles Mordaunt, Earl of Peterbo- 
in this work, arc the following : GeofFry Chaucer ; rough ; Henry Boyle, Lord Carleton ; Edward Ruf- 
William of Wykeham, Biinop of Winchefter ; Wil- fel, Earl of Orford ; Lord Chancellor Talbot ; Sir 
t W .unr>et, Bilhop of Wincheller; William William Windham, Bart. ; Henry Stafford, Duke of 
Warham, /r^hbifliop of Canterbury; John Fifher, Buckingham; Queen Elizabeth, wife of King Henry 
% B mop of Rochcfter; Cardinal Wo 1 fey ; Sir Thomas VII. ; King Henry VIII. ; Katharine of Arragon, his 
More; Thomas Cromwell, Earl of Effex ; John firft wife; Queen Jane Seymour, his third wife; 
Ruflei, th< firft Earl of Bedford ; George Bucha- Henry Howard, Earl of Surrey ; Sir Thomas Smith, 
n; n ; Qi rn Anne Boleyn ; Queen Anne of Cleves; Secretary of State in the Reigns of King Edward VI. 
Queer. Catharine Howard ; Edward Seymour, Duke and Queen Elizabeth; Sir Philip Sidney; Robert 
of Somerfet ; Thomas Howard, Duke of Norfolk ; Cecil, Earl of Salifbury; Robert Car, Earl of So- 
Sii Nicholas Bacon, Lord-keeper; Mary Queen of merfet ; William Shakefpeare ; Thomas Howard, 
Sect:.; William Cecil, Lord Burleigh ; Francis Ruf- Earl of Arundel and Surry; Francis RufTel, the 
fel, fecond Earl of Bedford; James Douglas Earl of fourth Earl of Bedford; Francis Lord Cottington ; 
Morton ; Sir Francis Walfingham ; Robert Dudley, Robert Rich, Earl of Warwick ; Edward Montagu, 
Eail of Leicefter ; Charles Howard, Earl of Not- Lord Kimbolton and Earl of Manchefter ; Sir Ke- 
tingham ; Sir Francis Drake; Thomas Sackville, nelmDigby; Sir William Morrice, Secretary of State 
Earl of Dorfet ; Robert Devcreux, Earl of Effex ; to King Charles II. ; Thomas Sydenham, M. D. ; 
|ir Walter Raleigh; Queen Anne, wife of King JohnDryden; Thomas Marquis of Wharton ; George 
amesl. ; Henry Prince of Wales ; Archbifhop Ab- Byng, Lord Torrington ; George Hamilton, Earl of 
ot ; Ben Jonfon ; Lord Bacon ; Sir Edward Coke ; Orkney ; Jofeph Addifon ; Sir Richard Steele ; Sir 
-George Villiers, Duke of Buckingham ; Archbifhop Samuel Garth; Dr. Samuel Clarke; Alexander 
WiJiams ; Thomas Wentworth, Earl of Strafford ; Pope. 

Thomas Lord Coventry, Lord-keepef ; Archbifhop [F ] In the tranfaclions of the Earl of Glamorgan.] 
Timer ; John Hampden ; John Pym ; Edward Sack- The whole title of the work, as given in the fecond 
ville, Earl of Dorfet ; Dr. William Harvey ; Robert edition, is, 4 An Inquiry into the Share, which 
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hereblenYed'in was publilhed in 1756 ; and it was a work which excited no fmall degree of attention. 
toTmXkVby" In 1748 (*), Dr. Birch was the Editor, in twovolumes, 8vo, of the milcellaneous Works 

not being able to q£ 
get the book for 
a long time, and 
by truftine, in 
the mean while, 
to two biogra - 
phical writers : 
and the fucceed- 
ing (heet having 
been unfortu- 
nately printed 
off, we could 
n t correct the 
error in the body 
of the text. 
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and Works were 
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that our Au- 
thor's latt pub- 
lication was a 
ihort Sketch of 
Dr. Ward s Life, 
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(3) Preface to 
the Inquiry, 
p. 5. 

Carre's Life of 
the Duke of 
Ormond, Vol. i. 
p. 550—563. 


(4) Inquiry, 
P- 348. 
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of Great Bri- 
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Vol. i. p. 412, 
43- 

(6) Hift.of 
Great Britain, 
Vol. vii. p. 68, 
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King Charles the Firfl had In the Tranfactions of 
the Earl of Glamorgan, afterwards Marquis of 
Worcefter, for bringing over a Body of Irish 
Rebels, to afliit that King, in the years 1645 and 
1646. In which Mr. Carte's imperfedl Account of 
that Affair, and the Ufe of his MS. Memoirs of the 
Pope's Nuncio Rbiuccini are impartially confidered. 
The whole drawn up from the beft Authorities, 
printed and manufcript. The fecond Edition. To 
which is added an Appendix, containing feveral 
Letters of the King to the Earl of Glamorgan, 
from the Originals in the Harleian Collection of 
Manufcripts.' Mr. Carte had after ted, that the 
King was entirely innocent of the Earl of Glamor- 
gan's negociations with the Irifh rebels and the Pope's 
Nuncio, which were fo dangerous to the Proteftant 
religion ; and that all the commiilions and letters 
produced by that nobleman, as authorities from his 
Majefty, were mere forgeries of his Lordfhip (3 ) . Dr. 
Birch, on the other hand, endeavoured to fhew that 
the Earl was really authorifed by the King, to treat 
with the Irifh rebels ; and produced very ftrong tefti- 
monies and reafons in fupport of the fact. Many, 
however, feemed for fome time, unwilling to ac- 
knowledge the force of the evidence collected by our 
author. Mr. Guthrie, in the third volume of his 
Hiftory of England, took no notice of the 1 Inquiry/ 
though it had then been publifhed four years ; but, in 
a very imperfect account of the affair of the Earl of 
Glamorgan-, ftyled his Lordfliip's commiftion from 
the King a pretended one ; and affirmed, t that in the 
4 whole of the negociation there were fuch intricacies and 
4 inconfeftencies, as ought to have rendered it very 

* doubtful, whether Glamorgan had fuch a power as 

* he pretended from Charles, who loudly dilclaimed 

* it (4).' Mr. Hume, in the firft: edition of his 
Hiftory of Great Britain, preferved the fame filence 
with regard to Dr. Birch's treatife. Though he re- 
marked, that King Charles the Firft's veracity, in 
difavowing his having given any authority to the 
Earl of Glamorgan, was ftili by fome hiftorians 'very 
much called in queftion y he declared for the fuppofition 
of the forgery of his Lordfhip's commiftion. But, in 
fupport of this notion, he contented himfelf with a 
repetition of Mr. Carte's aftertions and reafonings (5). 
Mr. Hume, however, in the fubfequent editions of 
his Hiftory, acknowledged the facts contained in Dr. 
Birch's Inquiry. Neverthelefs, he, at the fame time, 
endeavours to prove, that Glamorgan, when he re- 
ceived his private commiftion, had injunctions from 
the King to act altogether in concert with the Duke 
of Ormond (6). But there is the lefs reafon to in/ift 
upon the matter at prefent, as the fact of the com- 
miftion granted to the Earl of Glamorgan, to treat 
with the Irifh rebels, feems to be put out of all doubt, 
by a letter of that Nobleman to Lord Chancellor 
Hyde, written a few days after King Charles the Se- 
cond's Reftoration. This letter is in the Clarendon 
State Papers, and the infertion of it will probably be 
acceptable to our readers. 

* The Marquis of Worcefter (late Earl of Glamor- 

* gan) to the Earl of Clarendon. 
* My Lord Chancellor, 
4 pOR his Majefty's better information, through 

* your favour, and by the channel of your 
1 Lordfhip's underftanding things rightly, give me 
c leave to acquaint you with one chief key, where- 
4 with to open the fecret paftages between his late Ma* 
4 jefty and myfelf in order to his fervice ; which was 
4 no other than a real expofing of myfelf to any ex- 

* pence or difficulty, rather than his juft defign Ihould 
4 not take place ; or, in taking effect, that his ho- 

* nour Ihould fuffer. An effect, you may juftly fay, 
4 relifhing more of a paftionate and blind affection to 
' his Majefty's fervice, than of difcretion and care of 
4 myfelf. This made me take a refolution that he 

* ihould have feemed angry with me at my return out 
4 of Ireland, until I had brought him into a pofture 
1 and power to own his commands, to make good his 
r inftructions, and to reward my faithful nefs and zeal 
r therein. 

■ Your Lordfhip may well wonder, and the King 
too, at the amplitude of my commiftion. But when 
you have underftood the height of his Majefty's de. 


fign, you will foon be fatisfied that nothing lefs 
could have made me capable "to effect it; being 

< that one army of ten thoufand men was to have 

< come out of Ireland through North Wales ; ano* 
4 ther, of a like number at lea it under my command 
4 in chief, have expected my return in South Wales, 
1 which Sir Henry Gage was to have commanded as 
4 Lieutenant General ; and a third fhould have con- 
1 fifted of a matter of fix thoufand men, two thou- 
4 fand of which were to have been Liegois, com- 
4 manded by Sir Francis Edmonds, two thoufand 
4 Lorrainers to have been commanded by Colonel 
4 Browne, and two thoufand of fuch French, Eng- 
' lifh, Scots, and Irifh, as could be drawn out of 
4 Flanders and Holland. And the fix thoufand were 
4 to have been, by the Prince of Orange's aftiftance, 
4 in the aftbeiated counties ; and the Governor of 
4 Lyne, coufin german to Major Bacon, Major of 
1 my own regiment, was to have delivered the town 
f unto them. 

4 The maintenance of this army of foreigners was 
4 to have come from the Pope, and fuch Catholic 
■ Princes as he fhould draw into it, having engaged 

* to afford and procure 30,000!. a month: out of 
1 which the foreign army was firft to be provided for ; 

* and the remainder to be divided among other ar- 

* mies. And for this purpofe had I power to treat 
' with the Pope and Catholic Princes with particular 
4 advantages promifed to Catholics, for the quiet en- 
' j°y m g their religion, without the penalties which 
1 the ftatutes in force had power to inflict upon them. 
4 And my inftructions for this purpofe, and my pow- 

* ers to treat and conclude thereupon, were figned 
1 by the King under his pocket fignet, with blanks 
4 for me to put in the names of Pope or Princes, to 

* the end the King might have a llarting hole to deny 

* the having given me fuch commiftions, if excepted 
' again ft by his own fubjects ; leaving me as it were 
4 at ftake, who for his Majefty's fake was willing to 
4 undergo it, trufting to his word alone. 

4 In like manner did I not ftick upon having this 
4 commiftion inrolled or affented unto by his Coun- 
' cil, nor indeed the feal to be put unto it in an or- 
1 dinary manner, but as Mr. Endymion Porter and 1 
4 could perform it, with rollers and no fcrew-prefs. 

4 One thing I befeech your Lordfhip to obferve, 

* that though I had power by it to erect a mint any 
4 where, and to difpofe of his Majefty's revenues and 
4 delinquent's eftates, yet I never did either to the 
1 value of a farthing, notwithstanding my own necef- 

* fides, acknowledging that the intention of thofe 
4 powers given me, was to make ufe of them whea 
4 the armies fhould be afoot ; which defign being 

* broken by my commitment in Ireland, I made no 
4 ufe of thofe powers ; and confequently, repaying 
1 now whatever was difburfed by any for patents of 
4 honour, as now I am contented to do, it will evi- 
4 dently appear that nothing hath ftuck to my fingers 

* in order to benefit or felf-intereft ; which I humbly 
4 fubinit to his Majefty's princely confideration, and 
4 the management of ;ny concerns therein to your 
■ Lordfhip's grave judgment, and to the care of me, 

* which your Lordfhip was pleafed to own was re- 
' commended unto you by the late King, my moll 
1 gracious mafter, of glorious memory ; and the con- 
4 tinuance thereof is moft humbly implored and 
' begged by me who am really and freely at your 
4 Lordfliip's difpofal, firft, in order to his Majefty's 
4 fervice, and next to the approving mvfelf, 

* My Lord, " 
4 Your Lordfhip's moft really affectionate 
June 11, 1660. « and moft humble fervant, 

.p. - 1 Worcester (7)/ ( 7 ) Clarendon 

Dr. bcrope, the editor of the Clarendon State Papers, State Papers, 
obferves, in a note, that this letter is decifive of Vol. ii. p.201— 
the difpute concerning the authenticity of the com- 1034 
nuffion granted to the Earl of Glamorgan. But, 
in the preface, he retrafts this aftertion, as too inv 
conliderately exprefted. The letter, he fays, does 
not prove the commiftion to be authentic, the proof 
there rolling folely upon the veracity of the writer, 
a very interefted perfon. The Doctor takes notice, 
however, that the authenticity of the commiftion is 
abundantly confirmed by two letters from Sir Ed- 
ward Hyde to Secretary Nicholas, and by a letter of 
1 Monf. 
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df Sir Walter Raleigh ; to which was prefixed thfe Life of that great, unfortunate, and 
injured man. The next publication we meet with of our Author's, is, f An hiftorical 
c View of the Negociations betw<^h the Courts of England, France, and BrufTels, 
c from the year 1592, to 1617 s extracted chiefly from the MS. State Papers of Sir 
4 Thomas Edmondes, Knight, Embaflador in France, and at Brulfels, and Treafurer 
c of the houfehold to the Kings James I. and Charles I. and of Anthony Bacon, Efq; 
€ brother to the Lord Chancellor Bacon. To which is added, a Relation of the State 
c of France, with the Chara&er of Henry IV. and the principal perfonsof that Court, 
c drawn up by Sir George Carew, upon his return from his EmbafiTy there in 1609, 
c and addrefled to King Tames I. never before printed/ This work, which con fills 
of one volume, in octavo, -.appeared in 1749; and, in an introductory difcourfe, to 
the Honourable Philip Yorke, Efq; (tHe prefent Earl of Hardwicke), Dr. Birch makes 
fome reflections on the utility of deducing Hiftory from its only true and unerring 
fources ; the original letters and papers of thofe eminent men, who were the principal 
aftors in the adminiftration of affairs; after which he gives fome account of the Lives 
of Sir Thomas Edmondes, Sir George Carew, and Mr. Anthony Bacon. The ' Hif- 
c torical View* is undoubtedly a valuable performance, and hath brought to light a 
variety of particulars relative to the fubjeits and the period treated of, which before 
were either ndt at all, or not fo fully, known [G]. In 1751, was published by our 
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%vo edition. 


(9) Preface to 
the Inquiry, 


(i^) Hift. of 
Great Pritain, 
Vol. vii. p. 6S, 
uhi fuf>ra. 


Monf. MontreuiPs to the King, all of which are 
inferted in this volume. The general fact, there- 
fore, is now afcertained beyond contradiction, what- 
ever credit may be paid to fome of the particular cir- 
cumftances mentioned by the Earl of Glamorgan.' 
Such, then, being the cafe, it may (till be a queftion 
how far the King acted criminally in this tranfaclion. 
Mrs. Macaulay, in fpeaking of it, fays, that the 
peace between Charles and the Irifh Papifts, was pur- 
chafed with the proftitution of character, and the vio- 
lation of every principle of honour and morality (8). 
Dr. Birch exprefles himfelf in the following terms. 
s If after all, it mould be urged, in j unification of 

* the King's conduct in this point, that in a ft ate 
' of war and violence, he was entitled to all means 
1 for the recovery of what he thought his rights ; it 

* mayjuftly be anfwered, that a good man will always 

* fcruple the ufe of fome means, however juft his caufe 

* may be : that a good Prince will never profecute his 

* regal rights by fuch methods as tend to the inevi- 
c table rum of his country : and that a good P rot eft ant 
€ will abhor the eftabliihment of his civil authority, 

* by endangering the fafety of his own religion 

* throughout his dominions (9).' Mr. Hume views 
the matter in a very different light. ' Some hiftori- 

* ans, fays he, even at prefent, when the ancient bi- 

* gotry is univerially abated, are defirous of repre- 
' fen ting this very innocent tran faction, in which 

* the King was engaged bv the moll violent neceflity, 

* as a ftain on the memory of that unfortunate 
S Prince (10).' Mr. Walpole, in his Royal and 
Noble Authors, under the article of Edward Somer- 
fet, Marquis of Worcefter (that is, the Earl of Gla- 
morgan), after having given a concife abridgment of 
the con trove rfy, as it . then Hood, concerning the au- 
thenticity of the commiflion granted to the Earl, 
makes the following candid and lively reflections. 

* I cannot help forming an opinion, which, without 

* reconciling, will comprehend what may be the 

* itrongeft fentiments cn either fide. With the King's 
c enemies I cannot but believe he commiilioned the 

* Earl to fetch Irifh forces— With his favourers, I 
' cannot think him fo much to blame if he did. It 

* requires very primitive refignation in a Monarch to 

* facrifice his crown and his life, when perfecuted by 
4 fubjects of his own feet, rather than preferve both 

* by the aiTiitance of others of his fubjects, who dif- 
\ fercd from htm in ceremonials or articles of belief. 
' The dreadful Irijh Papifts [and they certainly were 

* horrid men] founded very pathetically in a party 

* remonftrance of the Parliament : But when he was 

* dipped in a civil war, can we in this age ferioufly 

* impute it to him as a crime that he endeavoured to 

* raife an army wherever he could ? His fault was not 
' in propofing to bring over the Irifrh, but in having 
4 made them nccefTary to his affairs. Every body 

* knew that he wanted to do without them, ail that 
4 he could have done with them. He had founo! the 

* Crown in poilbfTion of greater power than is fit to be 
' truiled in a fmgle hand : He had exerted it to the 

* utmofl. Could a man, who had ftretched every 

* firing of prerogative, confent with a good grace to 

* let it be curtailed ? — I argue for the man, not for 
' the particular man. I think Charles to be pitied, 

Vpl. II. 


becanfe few men in his fituation would have acted 
better. — I am fure, if he had acted with more wif- 
dom it had been worfe for us I It required a noble- 
nefs of foul and an effort of understanding united, 
neither of which he poffefTed, to prefer the happi- 
nefs of mankind to his own will. He had been 
bred in a palace ; what idea could that give hi in of 
the wretchednefs of a cottage ? Befides, Charles did 
not defire to oppfefs the poor : He wanted to hum- 
ble, perhaps to enflave fome free Speakers in the 
Ho ufe of Commons, who polfibJy, by^ the bye, he 
knew were ambitious,,, interefted, worthlefs men. 
He did not know, or did not reflect, that by en- 
flaving or iilencing two or three hundred t>ad men, 
he would entail flavery on millions of poor honeft 
men and on their poilerity. He did not confider 
that if he might fend a Member to the Tower, an 
hundred of his fubaltern Mi nifters would, without 
his knowledge, fend a thoufand poor men to gaol. 
He did not know that by his becoming King of the 
Parliament, his Lords, nay, his very Cultom-houfe 
Officers, would become the tyrants of the re It of hif 
fubjects. How feldom does a crifis happen like 
that under Henry the Seventh, when the infolencfc 
of the little tyrants the nobility is grown to fuch a 
pitch that it becomes neceffary for the great tyrant 
the King to truft liberty in the hands of the Com- 
mons, as a balance between him and his Lords ! — 
It is more ferioufly objected to Charles, that to ob- 
tain their aififtance, he granted terms to his Catho- 
lic fubjects very unfui table to the character of a 
Proteftant martyr King, as he has been represented. 
Yet they are his friends who give weight to this ob- 
jection : If they would allow what was true, and 
what appeared clearly from his Majefty's. letter^ 
whe/i Prince, to Pope Gregory XV., that Charles 
had been originally not only not averfe to the Ro- 
mifh religion, but had thought the union of the 
two profeffions very practicable and confident, it 
would ceafe to appear extraordinary, that he fhould 
very readily make conceffions to a party whom he 
believed his friends, in order to prevent being forced 
to make conceflions to his enemies. With his prin- 
ciples, could Charles avoid thinking that it was 
better to grant great indulgences to Catholic Bi- 
lhops, than to be obliged to confent to the depref- 
fion or even fuppreffion of epifcopacy in England ? 
The convocation itfelf perhaps would not have 
thought Charles much in the wrong. Yet it is 
certain that the King fent orders to the Marquis of 
Ormond to endeavour to difunite the papifts and 
turn their arms on one another, rather than grant 
them more indulgences. In my opinion, a tolera- 
tion to Papifts is preferable to intrigues for making 
them cut one another's throats (1 1).' 
[G] Either not at all, not fo fully kno*wnJ\ The 
chief points contained in the Hiftorical Review are, 
' A particular detail of the negociations between 
4 Queen Elizabeth and Henry IV. of France ; and of 
€ the great affiftance which he, as well as the States 

* General, received from her Majefty : The Earl of 

* E ilex's courfc of fecret intelligence in France, by 
1 means of the famous Antonio Perez, who had been 
1 Secretary of State to Philip II. of Spain ; and his 

4 N 4 Lordfhijr* 
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(ft) In one vo- 
lume 8*0. 


fd) In two vo- 
lumes quarto. 
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Author, an edition, in two volumes, 8™?, of the theological, moral, dramatic, and 
poetical Works of Mrs. Catherine Cockburn j with an account of the Life of that very 
ingenious Lady. In the next year came out his c Life of the Moft Reverend Dr. John 
c Tillotfon, LordArchbilliopof Canterbury. Compiled chiefly from his original Papers 

< and Letters (»).' A fecond edition, corredted and enlarged, appeared in 1753. 
This work, which was dedicated to Archbifhop Herring, is one of the moft pleafing 
and popular of Dr. Birch's performances; and he has done great juftice to Dr. Tillot- 
fon's memory, chara&er, and virtues. Our Biographer hath likewife intermixed with 
his Narrative of the good Prelate's tranfaftions, ftiort accounts of the perfons occa- 
fionally mentioned ; a method which he has purfued in fome of his other publications. 
In 1753, he revifed the quarto edition, in two volumes, of Milton's Prole Works, 
and added a new Life of that great Poet and Writer. Dr. Birch gave to the world, 
in the following year (0), his ' Memoirs of the Reign of Queen Elizabeth, from the 

< year 1581, till her Death. In which the fee ret Intrigues of her Court, and the Con- 

< du£t of her Favourite, Robert Earl of Eflex, both at home and abroad, are parti- 
c cularly illuftrated. From the original Papers of his intimate Friend, Anthony Bacon, 
« Elquire, and other Manufcripts never before publiftied.' Thefe Memoirs, which 
are inferibed to the Do&or's great friend, the prefent Earl of Hardwicke (p) 9 give a 
minute account of the letters and materials from which they are taken : and the whole 
work undoubtedly forms a very valuable collection ; wherein our Author has ftiewn 
himfelf (as in his other writings) to be a faithful and accurate Compiler ; and in which, 
befides a full difplay of the temper and adions of the Earl of Effex, much light is 
thrown on the characters of the Cecils, Bacons, and many eminent perfons of that 
period. The book is now becoming fcarce, and, as it may not fpeedily be re- 
publifhed, is riling in its value. This is the cafe, likewife, with regard to the edi- 
tion of Sir Walter Raleigh's mifcellaneous Works. Dr. Birch's next publication (q) 
was f The Hiftory of the Royal Society of London, for improving of natural Know- 
c ledge, from its firlt Rife. In which the moft confiderable of thole Papers, commu- 
€ nicated to the Society, which have hitherto not been publifhed, are inferted in their 
c proper order, as a Supplement to the Philofophical Tranfaftions/ The two firft vo- 
lumes of this performance, which was dedicated to his late Majefty, appeared in 1756, 
and the two other volumes in 1757. The Hiftory is carried on to the end of the year 
1687 » and if the work had been continued, and had been conducted with the fame ex- 
tent and minutenels, it would have been a very voluminous undertaking. But, though 
it may, perhaps, be juftly blamed in this refpedl, it certainly contains many curious 
and entertaining anecdotes concerning the manner of the Society's proceedings at their 
firft eftablifhment ; and hath prefented to the public a variety of valuable communica- 
tions. It is enriched, likewife, with a number of perfonal circumftances relative tQ 
the Members, and with biographical accounts of fuch of the more confiderable of'them 
as died in the courfe of each year. In 1760, came out, in one volume, 8w, our au- 
thor's 1 Life of Henry Prince of Wales, eldeft fon of King James I. Compiled chiefly 
* from his own papers, and other manufcripts, never before publifhed.' It is dedicated 
to his prefent Majefty, then Prince of Wales. Some have objected to this work; that 
k abounds too much with trifling details, and that Dr. Birch has not given fufficient 
fcope to fuch reflections and difquifitions as arofe from his fubjeft. It muft, neverthe- 
lefs, be acknowledged, that it affords a more exaft and copious account than had 
hitherto appeared of a Prince whofe memory has always been remarkably popular ; and 
that various fafts, refpe&ing feveral other eminent characters, are occafuinally intro- 
duced. The laft publication of our diligent Searcher into the Hiftory and Biography 
of his native country, was, c Letters, Speeches, Charges, Advices, &c. of Francis 
€ Bacon, Lord Vifcount St. Alban, Lord Chancellor of England.' This collection, 
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f q ) In four vo* 
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r Lordftiip's conftant oppofition to any treaty with 
1 Spain : The fteps taken by the King of France to- 
' wards a peace with that kingdom ; Secretary Cadi's 
r and Mr, Herbert's embafly to France, to divert 
that King from concluding the treaty of Vervins, 
' without Queen Elizabeth and the States General : 
The negociations fubfequent to that treaty, for a 
peace between England, the States General and 
Spain, which proved ineffectual during the Queen's 
life : The attention of her Majefty, and her Mi- 
nifters, to the intrigues of the King of Scots with 
foreign Princes : Remarkable circumftances attend- 
ing the Queen's death : The prevalence of the Spa- 
nifh intereft in the Court of England after King 
James L's acceflion to the Crown : The character 
of the principal Minifters of the Courts of France 
and Bruffels : The practices of the Jefuits, and 
Englifh fugitives in Flanders, for bringing over the 
Englifh regiment, in the Archduke's fervice there, 
to fecond the execution of the gunpowder- plot ; 
with feveral circumftances, hitherto unknown, 
mewing the reality and extent of that plot : The 
conduct of the Englifh Commiflionen in the treaty 


for the truce between Spain and the United Pro- 
vinces in 1609 ; with Prince Maurice's endeavours 
to break off that treaty : Remarks relating to the 
murder of Henry IV. of France : The ftate of af- 
fairs in that kingdom d unng the minority of Lewis 
XIII. ; the factions in that Court : The defigns of 
the Princes of the Blood, and the heads of the Pro- 
teftant party, to remove Secretary Villeroy, and 
other Minifters, who were devoted to Spain : The 
countenance which King James 1. gave to thefe 
defigns ; his intrigues with the Princes ; and his 
frequent interpofitions in the domeftic quarrels of 
France : The attention which Prince Henry gave 
to foreign affairs : His 2eal for the Proteftanc in- 
tereft : and his fpirit and vivacity, which gave um- 
brage to his father, and his favourite, Carr Vif- 
count Rochefter : The factions which diftrafted the 
Engliih Court under that favourite, and his fuccef- 
for, Villiers Earl of Buckingh am : The diftrefTed 
fituation of the nation under their adxniniftration, 
confefled even by fome of the great men then in 
employment : and the charafters of fome of thefe 
great men (12)/ 
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which is comprized in one volume, $vo> and is dedicated to the Honourable Charles 
Yorke, Efq; appeared in 1763. It is taken from fome papers whkh had been origi- 
nally in the pofleffion of Dr. Rawlpy, Lord Bacon's Chaplain, whofe executor, Mr. 
John Rawley, having put them into the hands of Dr. Tenifon, they were, at length, 
depofited in the Manufcript Library at Lambeth. Dr. Birch, fpeaking of thefe papers 
of Lord Bacon, fays, that it can fcarcely be imagined, but that the bringing to light, 
from obfeurity and oblivion, the remains of fo eminent a perfon, will be thought an 
acquifition not inferior to the difcovery (if the ruins of Herculaneum fhould afford fuch 
a treafure) of a new fet of the Epiftles of Cicero, whom our immortal countryman moft 
remarkably refembled as an orator, a philofopher, a writer, a lawyer, and a ftatefman 
(r). Though this, perhaps, is fpeaking too highly of a Collection, which contains 
many things in it feemingly not very material, it muft, at the fame time, be allowed, 
that nothing can be totally uninterefting which relates to fo illuftrious a man, or tends, 
in any degree, to give a farther infight into his character. Thefe are all the fcparate 
publications of Dr. Birch that have come to our knowledge, excepting a Sermon on 
the Proof of the Wifdom and Goodnefs of God, from the Frame and Conftitution of Man* 
preached before the College of Phyficians, in 1749, in conlequence of Lady Sadlier's 
will : to which we may add, that he revifed new editions of Bacon's, Boyle's, and Til- 
lotfon's Works *. The Lives of Boyle and Tillotfon, though printed by themfelves, 
were drawn up partly with a view to their being prefixed to thefe great men's writings. 
It would fwell this article too much, were we to enter into a detail of our author's 
communications to the Royal Society, and of the papers tranfmitted by him to that il- 
luftrious body. For thefe it muft fuffice to refer to the Philofophical TranfaCtions. 
Whoever looks into his Hiftory of the early proceedings of the Society, will have no 
doubt of the afliduity and diligence with which he difcharged his peculiar duty as Secre- 
tary. But there is nothing which fets Dr. Birch's induftry in a more ftriking light than 
the vaft number of tranferipts which he made with his own hands. Among thefe, not 
to mention many other inftances, there- are no lefs than fixteen volumes in quarto, of 
Anthony Bacon's papers, tranferibed from the Lambeth library ; and eight more vo- 
lumes of the fame fize, relative to hiftory and literature. Our author's correfpond- 
ence, by letters, was, likewife, very large and extenfive of which numerous proofs 
occur in the Britifh Mufeum. What enabled Dr. Birch to go through fuch a variety 
of undertakings, was his being a very early rifer(j). By this method, he had exe- 
cuted the bufinefs of the morning before numbers of people had begun it : and, indeed, 
it is the peculiar advantage of rifing betimes, that it is not in the power of any inter- 
ruptions, avocations, or engagements whatever, to deprive a man of the hours which 
have already been well employed, or to rob him of the confolation of reflecting, that 
he hath not fpent the day in vain. With all this clofenefs of application, Dr. Birch 
was not a folitary reclufe. He was of a chearful and focial temper, and entered much 
into converfation with the world. He was perfonally connected with moft of the lite- 
rary men of his time, and with fome of them he maintained an intimate friendlhip. 
When we mention, among the dead, Sir Hans Sloane, Dr. Mead, Dr. Salter, Mr. 
Jortin, and Dr. Maty, and, among the living, Daniel Wray, Efq; Dr. Morton, Dr. 
Ducarel, and Dr. William Watfon, we would not be underftood to exclude others, 
who may, perhaps, be equally entitled to notice. With regard to the great, though 
he flood well with many of them, his chief connection was with the late and prefent 
Earls of Hardwicke, and with the reft of the branches of that noble and refpe&able 
family (/). In his manners, Dr. Birch was fimple and unaffeCted, and his difpofition 
was truly obliging and benevolent. No one was more ready to aflift his fellow-crea- 
tures, or entered more ardently into ufeful and laudable undertakings. He was parti- 
cularly aftive in the Society for promoting Literature by the printing of books (#), to (u ) From the 
which we are indebted for the publication of Tanner's Bibliotheca Britannico-Hibernica, fame Om«i«- 
and fome few other valuable works. In fhort, Dr. Birch was entitled to that higheft man * 
praife, of being a good man, as well as a man of knowledge and learning. His fenti- 
ments with refpeCt to fubjeCts of divinity were rational and enlarged, and he was a /zea- 
lous friend to religious and civil liberty. His turn of thinking was fimilar to that of 
the late Billiop Hoadly (w) ; and furely the wife and liberal minded will not efteem it 
a difhonour to him, that he had a conformity to the principles of that eminent and ex* 
cellent Prelate. 

We have feen that it hath been objected to Dr. Birch, that he was fometimes too 
minute in his publications, and that he did not always exercife, with due feverity, the 
power of feleCtion. The charge muft be confefled not to be totally groundlefs. But it 
may be alleged in our author's favour, that a man who has a deep and extenfive ac- 
quaintance with a fubjeCt, often fees a connection and importance in fome fmaller cir- 
cumftances, which may not immediately be difcerned by others ; and, on that account, 
'may have reafons for inlerting them, that will efcape the notice of fuperficial minds. 
If, however, the DoCtor carried the fault of minutenefs to an excefs, it leaft of all 
becomes us Biographers to blame it ; fince hereby we have already been, and ftiall 
hereafter be enabled to render our narration of the lives of feveral perfons, who occur 
in this work, more accurate and complete.] K. 
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BIRKENHEAD. 

BIRKENHEAD or BERKENHEAD (Sir John); a very famous political 
author in the XVIIth century (a). He was the Ion of Richard Birkenhead, of North- 
wych in the county of Chefhire, an honeft Sadler (b), and if fome authors may de- 
ferve credit, he kept alio a little alehoufe (c). Our Author was born, as the Uni- 
ycrJity Regifters iliew, about the year 16155 and having received fome tin&ure of 
learning in the common grammar fchools, came to Oxford, and was entered, in 1632, 
a Servitor of Oriel-college, under the tuition of the learned Dr. Humphrey Lloyd, 
afterwards Biftiop of Bangor (d) y by whom being recommended to Dr. William Laud; 
Archbilhopof Canterbury, he became his Amanuenfis, and in that capacity difcovercd 
ib great parts and diligence, that the Archbifhop, by his diploma, created him Mafter 
of Arts in 1*639, and the year following, by letter commendatory from the fame great 
Prelate, he was chofen Probationer- Fellow of All-Souls-college in the fame univer- 
fity (e). This preferment brought him to refide conftantly in Oxford, and on King 
Charles I. making that city his head-quarters, during the Civil War, our author was 
made choice of to write a kind of Journal, in defence or lupport of the Royal Caufe, 
by which lie gained great reputation (f) [A]. His labours in this way being equally 
uieful and acceptable to the Royalifts, his Majefty was pleafed to recommend him to 
be chofen Reader in Moral Philofophy, which was accordingly done, and he enjoyed 
this employment, though with very fmall profit, till 1648, when he was expelled by 
the Parliament Vifitors (g). He retired afterwards to London, where adhering fteadily 
to his principles, he acquired, among thofe of his own fentiments, the title of the 
Loyal Poet, and fuffered, from fuch as had then the power in their hands, feveral im- 
priibnments, which ferved only to fharpen his fpleen, without abating his courage. 
He publifhed, while he thus lived in obfeurity, and, as Wood fays, by his wits (£), 
fome very tart performances, which were then very highly relifhed, and are ftill ad- 
mired by the curious. Thefe were, like his former productions, levelled again ft the 
Republican grandees, and were all written with the fame vindictive poignancy that was 
then fafhionable [#]. Upon the Reftoration of King Charles II., our ingenious author 
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[A] By which he gained great reputation. 1 In 
thofe days, the Prefs being entirely at liberty on both 
fides, the war was carried on from thence with the 
greateft vigour. The work under the care of Mr. 
Birkenhead, was in titled, I. ' Mcrcurius Anlicus ; com- 

* municating the intelligence and affairs of the Court 

* to the reft of the kingdom.' It was printed weekly 
in one meet, and fometimes more, in quarto ; and 
was chiefly calculated to' raife the reputation of the 
King ; 's friends and commanders, and run down and 
ridicule thofe who fided with the Parliament. They 
came Out regularly, from the beginning of 1642, to 
the latter end of 1645, and afterwards occafionally. 
When Mr. Birkenhead was otherwife engaged, Dr. 
Peter Heylyn fupplieU his place, but was not thought 
fo capable of that fpeeies of writing, that is to fay, 
he did not excel in that fort of low, popular wit, 
which is neceflary to render fuch kind of pieces ac- 
ceptable to the public, the only method of making 
them anfwer their intention ( 1 ). The Parliament 
thought fit to oppofc this Court- Journal by another 
cn their fide of the queftion, under the title of Mer- 
curius Britanuicus, written by Marchmont Nedham, 
to whom the Royalifts gave the name of foul-mouthed 
Nedham ; who, finding himfrff fomewhat unequal to 
the Oxford Writer, thought fit to afcribe the Mercu- 
rius Aulicus to feveral perfons, that his deficiency 
might do the lefs prejudice to his party (2). ' The 
e penning, fays he, of thefe Mercurii Aulici was the 

* del of many, *viz. Birkenhead the Scribe, Secretary 

* Nicholas the Informer, and George Dig by the Con- 

* triver.' But to make the inequality appear ftill 
greater, he (3) infinuated farther, that a weekly af 
jejfment of wit was impofed on every college in the Uni- 
hjerfily for the better furnijbing this performance* There 
has been a very ftrange miftake committed by a late 
writer upon this fubjeft. He had heard that this 
gentleman was a Poet, and from thence took it for 
granted, that whatever he wrote muft be in verfe : 
this induced him to give the following character, 
which (hews how neceffary it is to fupply the defects 
of fuch collections by a work of this nature (4). * The 
\ ikdfaft adherence, fays he, of this gentleman to 

* the Royal Caufe, procured him the title of the Loyal 

* Poet ; and though the reward of his loyalty was the 
' mod fevere imprifonment, yet his principles were 

* immoveable in all changes of fortune. Among his 
' other pieces, the poem, intitled Mercurius Aulicus, 
' will do him immortal honour, which to writer of 

* that time thus juftly celebrate* : 


' Whilft laurel fprigs another's head mall crown, 
* Thou the whole grove may'ft challenge as thy own. 

' This worthy patriot lived to fee the Reftoration, 

* and had not only that happinefr, but like wife to be 

* a fpeclator of the deferved execution of fome of the 

* rebels, who had fo bafely confpired to take away his 

* life, and whom he had fo truly delineated in his 

* admirable poem above mentioned.' 

[B^ All written with the fame f vindiSIi<ve poignancy , 
that was then faJhionable^\ It would be a very 
difficult thing to give a correct catalogue of this 
gentleman's writings ; but, however, it may not be 
amifs to mention fome of the moll confiderable, the 
rather becaufe they are at prefent remarkably fcarce ; 
and fuch as have mentioned them do not always fpeak 
of them with tolerable accuracy or exa&nefs. 

II. The Afembly-man. This was written by our 
author in the year 1647, but was printed, as Mr. 
Wood tells us, in 1662-3. It was printed again in 
1 68 1 -2 ; and the reader may form a tolerable notion 
of it from the fubfequent quotation, in which he 
gives us an account, after his manner, of the Aflem- 
bly of Divines at Weftminfter, which was, properly 
fpeaking, the Parliament's Convocation (c). . 

< This aflembly at firft was a full century, which Tj , * J * 
' fhould be reckoned, as the Scholiaft's Hecatomb, by 
f their feet, not heads ; or count them by fcores, for 

* in things without heads fixfeore go to an hundred. 
1 They would be a new Septuagint ; the old translated 
1 fcriptures out of Hebrew into Greek, thefe turn 
' them into four /hillings a day. And thefe Affcmblers 

* were begot in one day, as Hercules** fifty baftards 
' all in one night. Their firft lift was fpnnkleJ with 
1 fome names of honour [Dr. Sanderfcn* Dr. Morley, 

* Dr. Hammond, &c] ; but thefe were Divines too 

* worthy to mix with fuch fcandalous Minifters, and 
c would not aMemble without the Royal Call Nav, 
' the firft lift had one Archbifhop, and a Bifhop atid 

* an half (for Bilhop Browning was then but ele&) : 

* But now their aflembly (as Philofophers think the 
f world) confifts of atoms, petty fmall Levites, whofe 
r parts are not perceptible* And yet thefe inferior 
1 poftern Teachers have intoxicated England (for a 
1 man fometimes grows drunk by a glifter). When 
1 they all meet they fhew beafts in Affrick, by cou-- 
1 pHng together monfters. Mr. Selden vifits them (as 
; I'erfians ufe) to fee wild afles fight. When the 

Commons have tired him by their new Law, thefe 
€ Brethren refrefh him by their mad Gofpel. They 

' lately 
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Oxon. Vol. lit 
col, 144, 

(k) Gibfon's 
Cod. Jur. Vol.i. 
P. H5- 

Rennet's Regi- 
ster, p. 620. 


(n) Sprat's Hift. 
of the Royal So- 
ciety, p. 431. 


(h) A feafunatle 
Argument, (Sfc, 
itbi Jupra, 


OJWoodNAth. 
Oxon. Vol. ii. 
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641, 


came to be as eminently diftinguifhed as his great merit deferved. He was created, 
April 6, 166 1, on the King's letters fent for that purpofe, Doftor of the Civil Law 
by the univerfity of Oxford (/), ancl in that quality, was one of the eminent Civilians 
confulted by the Convocation on the queftion, Whether Bijhops ought to be prefent in ca- 
pital cafes? and with the reft, Feb. 2, 1661-2, gave it under his hand, they ought and 
might (4:)* He was, about the fame time, elefted a Burgefs, to ferve in Parliament 
for Wilton in the county of Wilts, and continuing his fervices to his M after, was by 
him promoted, on the firft vacancy, to fome office at Court* which he quitted after- 
wards, and became Mafter in the Faculty Office (I): He was knighted November 14, ( i) Hifiw 0 f 
1662, and upon Sir Richard Fanfhaw's going with a public chara&er to the Court of tlle 
Madrid, Sir John Birkenhead fucceeded him as Mafter of Requefts (m). Thefe were ^Jw, r,d* S Arh. 
the rewards of his wit and loyalty ; but it may not be amifs to mention another evi- 
dence of his good fenfe and learning, which is his being eledted a Member of the 
Royal Society (»), an honour done to none who were not well known in the Republic 
of Letters, as men capable of promoting the truly noble defigns of that mod learned 
and famous Body. He lived afterwards in credit and efteem with witty and learned 
and received various favours from the Court, in confideration of the paft, and 


(6) Grey's Exa- 
mination of 
Ncal^Hittoryof 
the Puritans, 
Vol. in. p. 98. 
*70. 261, £fr. 


Oxon. Vol. Ii. 
col. 639* 


men, 


to inftigate him to other fervices (0) ; which, however, dretv upon him fome very fe- 
vere attacks from thole who oppoled the Court. Anthony Wood has not only pre- 
ferved fome of their coarleft imputations, in what he is pleafed to fay of our author^ 
but is alfo difpofed to throw fome unkind infinuations himfelf, to hurt his reputa- 
tion (/>) i but this will probably have the lefs effeft, fince his memory has been tranf- 


* lately were* gravelled 'twixt Jerufalem and Jericho : 

* they knew not the di fiance 'twixt thofe two places : 
4 one cried twenty miles, another ten. 'Twas con- 

* eluded feven, for this rcafon, that fifh was brought 

* from Jericho to Jerufalem market. Mr. Setdejt 

* fmiled, and faid, perhaps the fi/h ivas fait fijh, and 

* fo Mopped their mouths. Earl Philip goes thither 

* to hear them fpend ; when he heard them tofs their 

* National, Provincial, ClaJJical, Congregational t he 

* fwore damnably that a pack of good dogs made 
k better mufic' 

III. * News from Pembroke and Montgomery ; or, 

* Oxford Manchefter'd, &c. 1648 ; con fitting of a 

* fingle meet in quarto.' This is a fpeech which our 
author was pleafed to put into the mouth of Philip 
Earl of Pembroke and Montgomery, upon his being 
fent by the Parliament to new model the univerfity 
of Oxford, in the fame manner that Edward Earl of 
Manehefter had treated Cambridge when he vifited 
it as Chancellor. This fpeech is fuppofed to have 
been delivered by the Earl in the Convocation-houfe 
at Oxon, on the 12th of April, 1648, and is beyond 
queftion a very humorous performance, in which that 
Peer's wild way of talking is happily imitated, and 
the purpofe our author meant to ferve, as effec- 
tually profecuted as in that fatirical method could be 
done. 

IV. * Paul's Church-yard ; Libri Theologici, Polt- 

* tici $ Hifiorici, nundinis Paulinis ( una cum templo) 
1 proflant v en ales, Sec, printed in three fheets* quarto, 

* 1649.' Thefe meets were publifhed feparately, as 
if they had been parts of one general catalogue. They 
confifted of the feigned titles of books, and of Atts 
of Parliament, with feveral queries upon the times. 
They were written with great wit and fpirit (6), al- 
lowing for the tafte of that age, had a very quick 
tale, and contributed not a little to make thofe laughed 
at for the ufe of their power, who were otherwife very 
terrible from their poffeflion of it. 

He wrote befides feveral other fmall pieces in the 
fame way, particularly The four-legged Quaker, a bal- 
lad, to the tune of the Dog and Elder's Maid. A New 
Ballad of a famous German Prince, without date. 
Some other pamphlets publifhed in thofe times, feem 
from their ftyle and manner to be of his compofition, 
though never owned by him, either at the time they 
were publifhed, or after the Reiteration, when it was 
fafer as well as more honourable. Perhaps he had 
private reafons for not owning them, as they were 
moft of them perfonal fatires againft men, fome of 
whom having changed their principles, were not with- 
out power in the reign of King Charles II. 

Our author has alfo feveral copies of verfes and 
tranfjations extant, to which are vocal compofitions 
fet by Mr. Henry Lawes ; as particularly Anacreon's 
ode, called the Lute, tranflated from the Greek, and 
to be fung by a Bafe alone ; and an Anniverfary on 
the Nufitia/s of John Earl of Bridgwater, 2 2d July, 
1652. He wrote likemfc a poem m his faying in 

Vol. II. 


London, after the Ac~l of Banifhment for Cavaliers ; 
and another called the Jolt, made upon Cromwell 
the Protector's being thrown out of his coach-box ih 
Hyde-Park. 

He publifhed Mr. Robert Waring's (7) Effigies Amo- ry y?, c <r s Atfi* 
ris, five quid fit A?nor ejjlagitanti refponfum. London, Cxon. Vol. ii* 
1649, in izmO; from the original at the author's de- col. 224. 
fire, who was willing to be concealed. The third 
edition was publifhed after the Refloration by William 
Griffith of Oxford, with an epiftle before it, written 
by him to Sir John Birkenhead ; wherein he gives the 
character of that gentleman, as well as of the author. 
This was tile fame piece afterwards tranflated into 
Engiifh by the famous Mr. Norris of Beincrton (8), 
and publifhed under the title of The Pi SI are c/LOVE 
u?i e veiled. 

We meet alfo with feveral copies of verfes written 
by this gentleman, and prefixed to the works of the 
moft eminent Wits and greateft Poets of his time ; and 
they are fuch as fhew he was a perfon who excelled 
in that way himfelf, as well as one who ad mi fed the 
good fenfe of other men. The following lines are 
from a Poem of his prefixed to the works of Beau* 
mont and Fletcher, in which he fpeaks thus of the 
death of the former. 

But as when fate one eye deprives, 


(2) Printed at 
London, i6dii 

%V9m 


The other ft rives to double that furvives : 
So Beaumont died, yet left in legacy 
His rules and ftandard wit, (Fletcher) to thce^ 
Still the fame planet, though not fill'd fo foon, 
A two-horned crefcent then, now one full moon \ 
Joint love before, now honour doth provoke ; 
So the twin-giants forcing a huge oak, 
One flipp'd his footing, th' other fees him fall, 
Grafp'd the whole tree, and fingle held up all, \§c* 

Of Beaumont's performances he gave this commend- 
ation. 

I grieve not now that old Menander's vein 

Is ruin'd to furvive in thee again : 

Such in his time was he, of the fame piece, 

The fmooth, even natural wit, and love of Greece j 

Whofe few fententious fragments fhew more worth, 

Than all the Poets Athens e'er brought forth. 

But his Latin lines under Fletcher's picture are juftly 
confidered as doing him as much honour as any that 
ever fell from his pen, and lhall therefore be here 
preferved« 

Felicis aevi, ac Pro? fills natiis $ comes 
Beaumont io ; fic quippe ParnafTus, Biceps ; 
Fletcherus unam in pyramida furoas agens. 
Struxit chorum plus fimplicem vates duplex ; 
Plus duplicem folus : nec ullum tranftulit ; 
Nec transferendus : Dramatum seterni fales. 
Anglo theatro, orbi, fibi, fuperftites. 
Fletchere, facies abfque vultu pingitur j 
Quantus ! vel umbram circuit nemo tuaitr. 


o 


mitted 


326 


(9) Wood's Ath 
Uxon. Vol. ii. 
coJ. 639, 640. 
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m it ted with honour to pofterity by others [C]. He died in Weftminfter, December 4, 
1679, and was interred at St. Martin's in the Fields (q), leaving to his executors, Sir 
Richard Mafbn, and Sir Muddiford Bamfton, a large and curious collection of pam- 
phlets on all fubje&s. 


( $ JObirimlum 
by J, Beau- 
champ, MS. 
p. 195. 


[C] Has been t ran/mi tied with honour to pofterity by 
ethers.] It is not eafy to conceive why Mr. Wood, 
who is otherwife ready enough to beftow praifes upon 
men of this gentleman's principles, mould be notwith- 
ftanding inclined to treat him very harfhly, and with 
great difrefpeft. In fpeaking of his conduct, after he 
was driven from Oxford to London, he makes ufe of 
the following terms (y). He lived by his wits in help- 
ing young gentlemen out at dead lifts, and making Poems, 
Songs, and Epiftles on and to their refpeclive miftreffes; 
as alfo in tranjlating and writing federal little things, 
and other petit employments. He afterwards cites more 
grofs abufe than his own, from a pamphlet written 
with an avowed defign of abufing every body that is 
mentioned in it ; and, not fatisfied with this, he has 
alfo written a Comment upon this abufe in the follow- 
ing terms : * The truth is, had he not been given to 

* fo much bantering, which is now taken up by vain 

* and idle people, he might have pafTed for a good 

* wit. And had he alfo exprefTed himfelf grateful and 

* refpe&ful to thofe who had been his benefactors in 

* the time of his neceffity, which he did not, but ra- 

* ther flighted them (mewing thereby the bafenefs of 

* his fpirit), he might have parted for a friend and a 

* loving companion.' One would imagine from hence, 
that Mr. Wood muft have been acquainted with thefe 
fads of his own knowledge ; and yet in his Life writ- 
ten by himfelf, and in which abundance of little cir- 
cumstances, relating to almoft every body that he 
knew are fet down, there is not one word of our au- 
thor, which induces me to believe, that he took this 
upon trull from papers that were fent him : for I find 
that in this life, as in moft others, he fets down many 
things as his own opinion in the words of other per- 


fons, without taking the leaft notice of thofe from 
whom he tranferibed. But men of as great reputa- 
tion as Mr. Wood, and who had an opportunity of 
knowing Sir John Birkenhead to the full as well as 
he, mention him in very different terms, and as a 
perfon of quite another character. The celebrated 
Mr. Dryden calls him his learned and worthy friend 
(ro). He is mentioned with great refpecl by Lang- 
baine in his account of Englifh dramatic Poets ( 1). 
And another author who has treated upon the fame 
fubjett, excufes his giving us but a very fhort account 
of his performances, by faying, that (12) as for his 
learned writings, thofe who were ignorant of them, 
muft plead ignorance both to wit and teaming. There 
might be much more faid upon this fubjecl, but that 
we are not at all inclined to tire our reader with a te- 
dious train of laboured commendations. It is enough 
if we have fet this life in a clearer light than that in 
which it has hitherto Mood, and vindicated the au- 
thor's merit from the prejudices of a peevifh writer* 
orof one who willingly employed his pen in tranferib- 
ing the effects of other peoples malice. C. 


# # 
# 


[It is related of Sir John Birkenhead, that 
when an unmannerly Member of Parliament, in op- 
pofing him, took occafion to fay, that he was fur- 
prifed to hear an alchoufe-keeper's fon talk fo con- 
fidently in the houfe, he coolly replied, * I am an 
1 alehoufe-keeper's fon, I own it, and am not afhamed 

* of it ; but had the Gentleman who upbraided me 

* with my birth been thus defcended, in all proba- 

* bility he would have been of the fame profeflion 
< himfelf (13).] K. 


BLACKALL (Offspring) (a) y Bifhop of Exeter at the beginning of the prefent 
century, was born in London in the year 1654, and was educated at Catherine-hall in 
the univerfity of Cambridge. In 1690, he was promoted to the living of St. Mary 
Aldermanbury in London. In 1695, he was chofen Lecturer of St. Olave in the Old 
Jewry; which lecturefliip he refigned in 1698, for that of St. Dunftan's in the Weft. 
He was likewife one of King William's Chaplains inordinary; though it is faid, he 
had refufed for two years to take the oaths to King William and Queen Mary 
In 1699, he animadverted upon a pafTage thrown out by Mr. Toland, when he was 
maintaining that King Charles I. was not author of the Icon Bafdike [5]. In 1700, he 

preached 
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[A] It is faid, h+had refufed for two years to take 
the oaths to King William and £>ueen Mary,] This is 
afferted in a pamphlet publjmed in 1705, intitled, 
Dr. BlackalPs Offspring : 

Aut pallor fuit, aut illud quod dicere nolo. Juv. 

London, printed for the vfe of the Veflry of St. Dun- 
ftan 9 s in the Weft. It -was occafioned by a Sermon of 
the Doctor's on Proverbs xxiv. 21. intitled The Sub- 
jecls Duty, preached at the parifh church of St. Dun- 
can's in the Welt, Tuefday, March the 8th, being 
the anniverfary. of her Majefty's happy acceffion. The 
pamphlet pretends, that the principles advanced in 
the fermon feem altogether irreconcilable to a gentle - 
man's character, who made a keck in a late reign at the 
eath of allegiance to the people's eleclicn ; and calls up- 
on the Doctor to reconcile his flicking out two years 
againft taking the oath of allegiance to the late King 
and Queen, with bis reafons of compliance after- 
wards ( 1 ) . 

[B] He animadverted upon Mr. Toland for maintain- 
ing, that King Charles I. was not author of the Icon Ba- 
filike.] That author, in his Life of Milton, having 
fiated the proofs, that Dr. Gauden, afterwards Bifhop 
of Exeter, was the true author of the book in queltion, 
makes the following reflection. * When I feriou/ly 

* confider how all this happened among ourfelves, 
c within the compafs of forty years, in a time of great 

* learning and politenefs, when both parties fo nar- 

* rowly watched over one another's rilions, and what 
1 a great revolution in civil and religious affairs was 
' partly occafioned by the credit of that book, Iceafe 
f to wonder any longer how fo many fuppofititious 
1 pieces under the name of Chrift, his Apoftles, and 


* other great perfons, mould be publifhcd and ap- 
' proved in the primitive times, when it was of fo 
' much importance to have them believed; when the 

* cheats were too many on all fides for them to re- 

* proach one another, which yet they often did; when 

* commerce was not near fo general as\now, and the 
' whole earth entirely overfpread with the darknefs 
1 of fuperftition. I doubt rather the fpurioufnefs of 

* feveral more fuch books is yet undifcovered, through 
1 the remotenefs of thofe ages, the death of the per- 

* fons concerned, and the decay of other monuments, 

* which might give us true information.' This ob- 
fervation gave offence to many; and, among the relt, 
Mr. Blackall, in a Sermon preached on the 30th of 
January before the Houfe of Commons, upon John 
WC* 3- particularly took notice of it in thefe words. 
W p may ceafe to wonder, that he Jhould have the bold- 
nefs, without proof, and againft proof, to deny the au- 
thority of this book, who is fuch an Infidel as to doubt, 
and isfhamelefs and impudent enough, even in print, and 
in a Chriftian country, publickly to affront our Holy Re- 
ligion, by declaring his doubt, that feveral pieces under 
the name ofChrift and his Apoftles (he muft mean thofe 
now received by the Chriftian Church, for I know of no 
other J are fuppofititious, though, through the remotenefs of 
thofe ages, the death of the perfons concerned, and the 
decay of other monuments, which might give us true in- 
formation, the fpurioufnefs thereof is yet undifcovered, 
Mr. Toland, in his Amyntor (2), endeavoured to vin 
dicate himfelf by mewing, that, in the pafTage ani- 
madverted upon, his meaning was, that ' a grent 

many fpurious books were early fathered upon 
Chrift, his Apoftles, and other great names, part 
< whereof are ftill acknowledged to be genuine, and 

1 the 


(10} Defence of 
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Tbe Indian Em- 
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(11) Account of 
Eneli/h Drama. 
^ Poets, p 2 .6. 

Winftan. 
ley's Lives of 

P. 181. 


(13) Gibber's 
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preached a courfe of Sermons at Mr. Boyle's Lefture in the cathedral church of St; 
Paul's. He was confecrated Bifliop of Exeter the 8th of February, 1707. In 1709, 
he was engaged in a controverfy witft Mr. Hoadly C , the late Bifhop of Winchefter (b)> (b) In I?4 g 
concerning the inftitution of Civil Government, and the meafures of fubmifllon. This 
worthy Prelate died at Exeter, the 29th of November 17 16, and was buried in the 
cathedral there. His Sermons [D] were collected and publiflied together, in two vo- 
lumes in folio, Lond. 1723. Sir William Dawes* late Archbifhop of York gives (r) CO in his Pre. 
our author a moft excellent character [£]. 


face to Bifliop 
Blackairs Ser- 
mon. 


(3) Dr. Bhck- 

ali*s Reafons, 
p. 10. 


{5) Ibid. p. 17. 


< the reft to be forged in neither of which offer t ions, 
fays he, / could be jujlly fuppofed to mean any books of 
the New Teftament. This occafioned our Author to 
publifh a little pamphlet in iimo, intitled, Mr. Black- 
all's Reafons for not replying to a book lately publijhed, 
intitled \ A m yn tor, in a Letter to a Friend, April zi, 
1699. And the principal reafon affigned is, becaufe 
Mr. Toland, in explaining his meaning, had agreed 
with him, that the books of the New Teftament are 
genuine ; which was all he (Mr. Blackall) ever meant 
to contend for (3). In this piece Mr. Blackall men- 
tions an objection made by Mr. Toland in the con- 
clufion of his Amyntor, againft the obfervation of the 
30th of January, and the Sermons which have been 
preached on that day ; a fubjecl (he fays) more proper 
(4) Hid. p. 16. t0 y e debated in Parliament, than by private perfons (4*. 

But he fpeaks directly to another remark of the fame 
author's, who pretended, that feveral perfons took 
offence at his calling King Charles I., in that Ser- 
mon, the beft of Kings, and the beft of Men, and efpe- 
cially, becaufe he had not excepted his (then) prefent 
Majefty. 4 He might have added, fays our author (5), 
4 that it was a greater fault in me, than it would 
1 have been in another, becaufe I write myfelf Chap- 
■ lain to his Majefty. But the author, I think, does 

* not fay, he himielf was offended at this exprefiion ; 

* and I fuppofe thofe feveral (if indeed there were 

* any that upon this account only were angry at it) 

* were only fuch as not only have not been conver- 

* fant in ancient authors, but are not yet fo far read 

* even in their Teftament, as to the beginning of St. 

* Luke's Gofpel, where, verfe 3, he ftyles Theophi- 

* lus moft excellent, by which, I fuppofe, few, even of 

* thefe beginners to read, do think that St. Luke 

* meant to make a comparifon between him and other 
4 excellent perfons, and much lefs to prefer Theo- 

* philus before all other men, the holy Apoftles of 
€ our Lord not excepted. And therefore this being 
f fo manifeftly an invidious cavil, I think, needs no 

* anfwer, efpecially when, in the Sermon itfelf, 

* though I commend King Charles I, for his virtues, 
*I did allow, that he had faults. But the faults that 
♦were then, and have been fince charged upon him, 

* being only fuch as he might be, and I believe was, 

* led into by mifin formation, and a miftake of the 

* extent of his power and prerogative, I faid, they 
c were only fuch as were confident with integrity of 

* mind ; and fuch faults as thefe can hardly, I think, 
€ be called Vices and Immoralities.' As to the re- 
fections (adds Mr. Blackall) nxhich he has almoft in 
every page made upon me, particularly as to the mean- 
fiefs of my parts, and my great want of learning, I 
value them not. Let the world believe of me as it 
pleafes : or if I was minded to make any anfwer to 
thefe parts of his book, it Jliould be only this : That my 
natural parts are fuch as God was p leafed to give me, 
to which I can no more add, than to my ft at are. How- 
ever, fuch as they are, I am contented with them, and 
thankful for them ; And that my learning is as much as 
by moderate ftudy with fuch parts I have been able to 
attain. And to this perhaps I Jhould fubjoin a prayer, 
in which I make no doubt I. T. (*) would think himfelf 
included ( as well as he is thought by fome to be in the 
prayer for Jews, Turks, Infidels, and Hereticks ) , viz. 
That they, who have better parts and more learning, 
may ufe and improve them to the glory of him that gave 
them> and do more good in the world than I am able to 
do. 

[C] He was engaged in a controverfy with Mr. 
Hoadly.] It was occafioned by his Sermon upon Rom. 
xiii. 3, 4. intitled, The Divine Inftitution of Magi- 
ft racy, and the gracious defign of its inftitution, preached 
before the Queen at St. James's on Tuefday, March 8, 
1708, being the anniverfary of her Majefty's happy 
acceffion ta the throne, and publiflied by her Ma- 
jly's fpecial command. The next year, 1709, Mr. 
Hoadly animadverted upon the Biftiop's Sermon, in a 
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piece, intitled, Some Confide rations humbly offered to 
the Right Reverend the Lord Bijhop of Exeter, occafioned 
by his Lordjhip 7 * Sermon before her Majefty, March 8, 
1708 (6). Upon this the Bifhop publifhed An Anfwer (6) It is extant 
to Mr. Hoadly s Letter, dated from Bath, May the in Mr. Hoadly's 
10th, 1709. Mr. Hoadly endeavoured to vindicate 
himfelf, in An Humble Reply to the Right Reverend the 
Lord Bijhop of Exeter's Anfwer ; in which the Confede- 
rations offered to his Lordjhip are vindicated, and an 
Apology is added for defending the foundation of the pre- 
fent Government. London, 1709, in Svo. For the 
fubj eel-matter of this controverfy, the reader is re- 
ferred to the pieces themfelves. It need only be ob- 
served here, that Bifliop Blackall defends the High- 
Church, Tory, principles (as they ufually are called), 
of the Divine Inftitution of Magiftracy, and unlimited 
Pajfeve Obedience and Non-refiftance ; which Mr. 
Hoadly op poles. There were feveral pamphlets writ- 
ten on the fide of the Bifhop againft Mr. Hoadly ; 
particularly one, intitled, The beft Anfwer that ever 
was made, and to which no Anfwer will be made ; fup- 
pofed to be written by Mr. Leflcy, a Nonjuring Cler- 
gyman, and which Mr. Hoadly animadverts upon in 
the Poftfcript to his Humble Reply. 

[D] His Sermons.] Dr. Felton, fpeaking of the ce- ( 7 ) i n his Dif- 
lebrated Authors in Divinity (7), fays, ' Bifhop Fleet- fetation on read- 
■ wood's foftnefs, and Bifhop BlackalPs plain?iefs, are tbeCIaffich, 
1 their characters : excellent writers both V And Sir 
William Dawes, Archbifhop of York, in his Preface 
to thefe Sermons, \ells us, it might fcem abundantly 
fujficient to recommend them to the world, only to affure 
it, that they are indeed the Sermons of our author, 
vjhofe cenftunt way of preaching was nvell known in 
the city of London to have been fo excellent, eafy, 
clear, judicious, fubftantial, pious, afFe&ing, and upon 
all accounts truly ufeful and edifying, that he had uni- 
v erf ally acquired the reputation of being oxe of the beft 
preachers, which the laji century, above all others 
fruitful of good ones, had bred : That they are a com- 
plete fet of Difcourfes upon one of the nobleft and moft 
import awt Juhjecls of our Holy Religion, viz. a Syftem 
cf Chriftian Morality, according to its utmoft improve- 
ment and perfection, delivered by our Lord himfelf in 
his Sermon on the Mount. 

\E] Sir William gives our Author a moft 

excellent character.] Having told us, that his Sermons 
contain a complete Syftem of Chriftian Morality (8), (8) See the fire. 
he adds : ( The Author was* by his happy temper of (td'wg Retearks, 

* mind, and truly Chriftian converfation of life, pe- 

* culiarly fitted to treat well on this fubjecl ; and was 

* indeed himfelf all that he preached, and had lived 

* over every rule of this divine Philofophy, before 

* he prefumed to teach it to others ; and by fo doing, 
1 he had feelingly and experimentally learned its 
' reafon a blenefs, ufefulnefs, neceffity, praclicable- 

* nefs, and true way of practifing it, and its con- 

* ducivenefs to attain that bleffed Hate, which it pro- 

* pofed and promifed to mankind.' /, continues the 
Arc bifhop, who had the happinejs of a long and inti- 
mate friend/hip with him, do fincerely declare, that, in 
my whole converfation, I never met with a more perfed 
pattern of a true Chriftian life in all its parts, than in 
him ; fo much primitive fimplicity and integrity ; fuch 
conftant evennefs of mind, and uniform conduct of be- 
haviour ; fuch unaffecled, and yet moft ardent piety to- 
wards God ; fuch orthodox and Jledfaft faith in Chrift ; 
fuch difenterejied and fervent charity to all mankind ; 
fuch profound modefty, humility, and fohriety ; fuch an 
equal mixture of meeknefs and courage, of chearfulnefs 
and gravity, of pleafing and profiting all he converjed 
with ; fuch an exacl difcharge of all the relative duties ; 
and, in one word, fitch an indifferency to this lower world 
and the things of it ; and fuch an entire affeelion and 
joyous hope and exp eclat ion of the things which are 
above ; as are rarely to be found altogether even in very 
good Chriftian. B. 
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3 i8 BLACKMORE. 

%* [BLACKMORE (Sir Richard), Phyfician to King William III. and 
Queen Anne, and a very voluminous Writer, was fon of Mr. Robert Blackmore, an 
>s Attorney at Law (a) [^]. He received the firft part of his education at a country 
fchool, from whence he was removed to Weftminfter, in the 13th year of his age (J). 
He was afterwards fent to the univerfity of Oxford, where he continued thirteen years 
(r). He is faid to have been engaged for feme time in the profelTion of a fchool- 
matter [B] ; but it is probable he did not long continue in that fituation. It appears, 
however, that he travelled into Italy, and took the degree of Doftor in Phytic, at 
the univerfity of Padua. He alfo vifited France, Germany, and the Low Countries ; 
and having fpent about a year and a half abroad, he returned again to England (<af). 
On his arrival in London, he engaged in the practice of phyfic there, and was chofen 
Fellow of the Royal College of Phyficians. He early difcovered his attachment to the 
principles of the Revolution ; and this circumftance, together with the eminence which 
he had attained in his profeflion, recommended him to the notice and favour of King 
William. Accordingly, in 1697, he was appointed one of his Majefty's Phyficians in 
Ordinary : he had alio a gold medal and chain beftowed on him by that Prince (e), 
and received from him the honour of knighthood [C]. Upon the King's death, he was 
one of the Phyficians who gave their opinions at the opening of his Majefty's body. 
When Queen Anne afcended the throne, he was appointed one of her Phyficians, and 
continued in that ftation for fome time (f). Sir Richard Blackmore was the author 
of a variety of pieces both in profe and verfe ; and though the generality of his pro- 
ductions are now probably little read, yet they feem to have had many admirers in his 
own time; for the third edition of his ' Prince Arthur, an heroic Poem, in ten books/ 
was published, in folio, in 1696. The following year, he alfo publifhed, in folio, 
* King Arthur, an heroic Poem, in twelve books [D]\ In 1700, he publilhed, in folio, 
in verfe, c A Paraphrafe on the Book of Job ; as likewife on the Songs of Mofcs, 
c Deborah, David ; on four feledl Pfalms ; fome Chapters of Ifaiah ; and the third 
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[A] Sen of Mr. Robert Blackmore, attorney at law J\ 
Anthony Wood fays, that he was * Ton of Robert 

* Blackmore of Corfham in the county of Wilts, 

* Gentleman.' He adds farther, that he * was ma- 

* triculated of St. Edmond-Hall the 19th of March, 

* 1668, where he took his degrees in arts, after- 
' wards ftudied phyfic, travelled, and had the degree 

* of Doctor in that faculty in Italy at Padua (i).' 

[ B J He is fata 1 to have been engaged for fome time in 
the prcfeffion of a fchoolmajler.\ This was certainly 
not in itfelf difhonourable to Blackmore, though it 
was often urged as a kind of reproach, in the nu- 
merous fatirical pieces that were written again ft him, 
and in one of which are the following lines : 

c By nature form'd, by want a pedant made, 

* Blackmore at firft fet up the whipping trade; 

* Next quack commenced - s then fierce with pride he 

' fwore, 

e That tooth-ach, gout, and corns mould be no more. 

1 In vain his drugs, as well as birch, he tried ; 

s His boys grew blockheads, and his patients died (2). 

In Cibber's Lives of the Poets, thefe verfes arc 
faid to have been written by Dr. Drake. But in 
T. Brown's works (3), they are attributed to Co- 
lonel Codrington, who was alfo the author of other 
pieces againfl: him, and who had himfelf been 1 at- 
tacked by Blackmore in his Satire againjl Wit, under 
the name of Codron* 

Blackmore's being a fchool mailer is alfo alluded to 
in the following lines of Sir Samuel Garth : 

* Unwieldy pedant, let thy aukward mufe,, 

c With cenfures praife, with flatteries abufe : 

' To lafh, and not be felt, in thee's an art, 

' Thou ne'er mad'ft any but thy fchool-boys fmart (4)/ 

[C] Received from him the honour of knighthood*] 
Pope mentions this in the following couplet, as an 
i nftance of honours and rewards being improperly be- 
llowed by kings : 

* The hero William, and the martyr Charles, 

* One knighted Blackmore, and one penfion'd 

* Quarks.' 

It is, however, certain, that fuch honours have often 
been conferred on men who poffefled much lefs merit 
than Blackmore. 

[D] King Arthur, an heroic Poem, &c] In the 
preface to this work, he fays, ' When I had written 

* Prince Arthur, a poem that came abroad two years 

* ago, I was fo diffident of the performance, that I 

* continued unrefolved for many weeks, whether I 
< fliculd let it appear, or wholly fupprefs it, till the 

* judgment of others, for which I had a great defer- 
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c ence, determined me to rnake it public. The fa- 
1 vcur and approbation it met with, was much greater 

* and far more univerfal, even among great names, 
1 and eftablifhed, uncontefled judges, than I had ever 
€ the vanity to expect (5).' 

It feems as if our Author's Prince Arthur had been 
allowed to poffefs fome merit by his opponents : for in 
T. Brown's Works (6) is the following pafTage 

* 'Tis Arrange that an Author mould have a gamester's 
' fate, and not know when to give over. Had the 

* City Bard Hopped his hand at Prince Arthur, he 

* had miffed knighthood, 'tis true, but he had gone 
4 off with fome applaufe.' 

Mr. John Dennis publifhed, in 1696, in $vo, an ela- 
borate criticifm upon our Author's Prince Arthur, un- 
der the following title : ' Remarks on a book intitled, 
' Prince Arthur, an heroic Poem. With fome ge- 
1 neral critical obfervations, and feveral new rc- 

* marks apon Virgil. ' In this piece Mr. Dennis en- 
deavoured to fliew, that Blackmore's action had nei- 
ther unity, nor integrity, nor morality, nor univer- 
sality ; and that confequently he could have no fable, 
nor no heroic poem ; and that his narration was nei- 
ther probable, delightful, nor wonderful. It was 
not, however, his defign to prove, that Prince Arthur 
was a work of no merit. For in his dedication, to the 
Earl of Dorfet, he fays, * The poem upon which I 

* have made the following remarks has met with very 
4 different fuccefs in the world. Some have admired 

* it as a mafler-piece of art and nature. Others 

* have exploded it with extreme contempt. And a 

* third fort, among whom are fome extraordinary 

* nreri, have been willing to encourage fomething 

* that is generous in the defign, and fomething that 
- is happy, at lead in fome parts of the execution. 
' I need not acquaint your Lordfhip, that for my 
' own part, I believe Prince Arthur to be neither ad- 
' mirable nor contemptible : for if I had either the 

* one or the other opinion, I mould certainly never 

* have written againfi him.' 

One of Dennis's objections is, that « all Mr. Black - 

* more's celcilial machines, as they cannot be defended 

* fo much as by common received opinion, fo they 
' ai *e directly contrary to the doctrine of the church 

< of England V But in apology for Blackmore we ^ Pref (oRe- 
fhall obferve, that it may very reafonably be doubted, marks on Prioct 
whether it be neceffary to require, in an epic Poem, Arthur, 
a precife adherence to the Thirty-nine Articles. It 
can hardly be reafonable to expect fo much ortho- 
doxy in a poet ; though Blackmore had certainly- 
more faith than the generality of his poetical bre- 
thren. Tf he had poffeffed lefs, he would not have 
been fo much an object of ridicule and fatirc. 

Chapter 
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BLACKMORE. 

c Chapter of Habbakuk.' He appears to have been naturally of a very ferious turn, 
and therefore took great offence at the licentious and immoral tendency of many of the 
productions of his contemporary Authors [£]. To pafs a cenfure upon thefe was the 

defign 


[E] Took great offence at the licentious and immoral 
tendency of many of the productions of his contemporary 
Authors .] In the preface to Prince Arthur he intro- 
duces the following obfervations : * To what ill pur- 

* pofes focver poetry has been abufed, its true and 

* genuine end is, by univerfal confeflion, the in- 

* itruttion of our minds, and regulation of our man- 

* ners ; for which it is furniflied with fo many ex- 

* cellent advantages. The delicacy of its drains, 

* the fweetnefs and harmony of its numbers, the 

* lively and admirable manner of its painting or re* 

* prefentation, and the wonderful force of its elo- 

* quence, cannot but open the paflages to our breafts, 

* triumph over our paflions, and leave behind them 

* very deep imprefllons. It is in the power of poetry 
4 to infinuate into the utmoft recefles of the mind, 

* to touch any fpring that moves the heart, to agitate 
4 the foul with any fort of affection, and transform it 

* into any fhape orpofture it thinks fit.' After fpcak- 
ing of the defign of Tragedy, Comedy, and Lyric Poetry, 
the fenciments of the Ancients concerning them, and 
reprefenting all thefe kinds of poetry as intended to 
excite men to virtue, and to deter them from vice, 
he proceeds thus : 4 But above all other kinds, Epic 
' Poetry, as it is firft in dignity, fo it moftly conduces 

* to this end. In an Epic Poem, where characters of 
J the firft rank and dignity, illuftrious for their birth 

* or high employment, are introduced, the fable, the 

* action, the particular epifodes, are fo contrived 

* and conducted, or at leaft ought to be, that either 

* fortitude, wifdom, piety, moderation, generofity, 

* fome or other noble and princely virtues mould be 

* recommended with the higheft advantage, and their 
4 contrary vices made as odious. To give men right 

* and juft conceptions of religion and virtue, to aid 

* their reafon in retraining their exorbitant appetites 

* and impetuous paflions, and to bring their lives 

* under the rules and guidance of true wifdom, and 

* thereby to promote the public good of mankind, is 

* undoubtedly the end of all poetry. 

4 'Tis true, indeed, that one end of poetry is to 

* give men pieafure and delight ; but this is but a 

* fubordinate, fubaltern end, which is in itfelf a 

* means to the greater and ultimate one before men- 

* tioned. A poet Ihould employ all his judgment 

* and wit, exhauft all the riches of his fancy, and 
4 abound in beautiful and noble expreflion, to divert 

* and entertain others; but then it muft be with this 
4 profpect, that he may hereby engage their at- 

* tention, infinuate more eafily into their minds, 

* and more effectually convey to them wife inftruc- 

* tiens. 'Tis below the dignity of a true poet to 

* take his aim at any inferior end. They are men 
4 of little genius, of mean and poor defign, that em- 

* ploy their wit for no higher purpofe, than to pleafe 

* the imagination of vain and wanton people. 

1 I think thofe poets, if they muft be called fo, 

* whofe wit as they manage it, is altogether unufe- 

* ful, are juflly reproached ; but I am fure thofe 

* others are highly to be condemned, who ufe all 

* their wit in oppofition to religion, and to the de- 

* ftruetion of virtue and good manners in the world. 

* There have been in all ages fuch ill men that have 
4 perverted the right ufe of poetry, but never fo 

* many, or fo bold, and mifchievous, as in ours. 
4 Our poets feem engaged in a general confederacy 
4 to ruin the end of their own art, to expofe religion 
4 and virtue, and bring vice and corruption of man- 
4 ners into efteem and reputation. The poets that 

* write for the ftage (or at leaft a great part of them), 
4 feem deeply concerned in this confpiracy. Thefe 
4 are the champions that charge religion with fuch 
4 defperate refolution, and have given it fo many 
4 deep and ehaftly wounds. The ftage was an out- 

* work or fort raifed for the protection and fecurity 
4 of the temple; but the poets that kept it, have re- 
4 vol ted, and bafely betrayed it, and what is worfe, 
4 have turned all their force, and difJiarged all their 
< artillery againft the place their duty was to defend. 
4 If any man thinks this an unjult charge, I defire 

* him to read any of our modern comedies, and I 
Vol. II. 


* believe he will foon be convinced of the truth of 
' what I have faid. 

1 The man of fenfe, and the fine gentleman, in the 
€ comedy, who as the chiefeft perfon propofed to the 

* efteem and imitation of the audience, is enriched 
' with all .he fenfe and wir the poet can beftow : 

* this extraordinary perfon you will find to be a de- 

* rider of religion, a great admirer bf Lucretius, not 
£ fo much for his learning as his ir^-eli^ion ; a perfon 

* wholly idle, diflblved in Hxury, aoandoned to his 
4 pleafures; a great debaucher of women, profufe 
J and extravagant in his expences ; and, in fhort, 
c this ifinifhed gentleman will appear a finillied K- 
4 bentine. 

4 The young lady that muft fupport the character 
4 of a virtuous, well-mannered, fen Able woman, the 
4 moft perfect creature that can be, and the very 
4 flower of her fex ; this accomplifhed perfon enter- 
4 tains the audience with confident difcourfes, im- 

* modeft repartees, and profane raillery. She is tho- 
4 roughly inftructed in intrigues and aflignations, a 
4 great fcoffer at the prudent refervednefs and mo- 

* defty of the beft of her fex ; ftie defpifes the wife 
' inftructions of her parents or guardians, is difobe- 
4 dient to their authority, and, at laft, without their 
e knowledge or confent, marries herfelf to the fine 
' gentleman above mentioned. And can any one 
4 imagine, but that our young ladies and gentlemen are 
4 admirably inftructed by fuch patterns of fenfe and 
4 virtue ? If a clergyman be introduced, as he often 

* is, it is feldom for any other purpofe but to abufe 

* him, to expofe his very character and profeflion- 
4 He muft be a pimp, a blockhead, a hypocrite ; 
4 fome wretched figure he muft make ; and aim oil 
4 ever be fo managed, as to bring his very order into 

* contempt* This, indeed, is a very common, but 
4 yet fo grofs an abufe of wit, as was never endured 
4 on a Pagan theatre, at leaft in the ancient primitive 
4 times of poetry, before its purity and Simplicity 
4 became corrupted with the inventions of after 

4 ages.' ' And as thefe characters are fet up on 

4 purpofe to ruin all opinion and efteem of virtue, 
4 fo the conduct throughout, the language, the fable, 
4 and contrivance, feem evidently defigned for the 
1 fame noble end. There are few fine conceits, few 
4 ftrains of wit, or extraordinary pieces of raillery, 
4 but are either immodeft or irreligious, and very few 
c fcenes but have fome fpiteful and envious ftroke 
1 at fobriety and good manners, whence the youth 
4 of the nation have apparently received very bad 
4 impreflions (7)/ There is certainly too much truth 
in thefe obfervations of Sir Richard Blackmore, though 
they gave great offence to fome of the dramatic 
writers of his own time. Mr. Collier foon after alfo 
attacked the ftage on the fame ground ; and fince that 
period our theatrical exhibitions have become lefs 
licentious and immoral. 

Sir Richard appears to have been no enemy to the 
ftage, when the pieces exhibited upon it were not of 
a licentious tendency ; for in the preface to his King 
Arthur is the following pafTage : 4 Since the writing 
4 of this, I have feen a tragedy called the Mourning 
1 Bride, which I think myfelf obliged to take notice 

* of in this place. This poem has received, and in my 
4 opinion very juftly, univerfal applaufe, being looked 
4 on as the moft perfect tragedy that has been wrote in 
4 this age. The fable, as far as I can judge at firft 
' fight, is a very artful and mafterly contrivance. The 
4 characters are well chofen, and well delineated. That 
' of Zara is admirable. The paflions are well 
4 touched, and (kirfully wrought up. The diction is 
4 proper, clear, beautiful, noble, and divernfied 
' agreeably to the variety of the fubjedt. Vice, as it 
c ought to be, is punifhed, and opprefled innocence 
4 at laft rewarded. Nature appears very happily imi- 
< tated, excepting one or two doubtful inftances, 
4 through the whole piece ; in all which there are no 
s immodeft images or expreflion s, no wild, unnatural 
4 rants ; but, fome few exceptions being allowed, all 
4 things are chafte, juft, and decent. This tragedy, 
4 as I faid before, has mightily obtained; and that 

4 P 1 without 
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dcfign of his Poem, intitled, c A Satire upon Wit [F],* which was firft publifhed in 
the year 1700 (g). But this piece was attacked and ridiculed by many different writers 
[G], and there Teemed to be a kind of confederacy of the Wits againft him [//]. On 
the 1 6th of November, 1713, he began a paper, printed three times a week, called 
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King Arlhur, 
p. 7, 8. 
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wit, in his Col- 
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cms, p. 84. 87. 
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(•) Buj le's piece 
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1 without the unnatural and foolilh mixture of farce 

* and buffoonery, without fo much as a fong or 
« dance to make it more agreeable. By this it ap- 
f pears, that as a fufficient genius can recommend 
4 itfelf, and furnifh out abundant matter of pleafure 

* and admiration without the paltry helps above 

* named, fo likewife that the tafte of the nation is 

* not fo far depraved, but that a regular and chafte 

* play will not only be forgiven, but highly ap- 
4 plauded (8).' 

[f] A Satire upon Witi\ Sir Richard feems not 
to have been very happy in the title of his piece ; 
but it is evident, that it was not wit which he meant 
to cenfure, but the abufe of it, and that difpofition 
which fo much prevailed, of turning every thing fe- 
rious into ridicule and banter. He fpeaks of the wits 
of this clafs as having a particular inveteracy againft 
Dr. Bentley. 

1 Againft all fprings of learning they declare, 

* Againft religion's nurferies, and fwcar 

* They'll of the fchools not one fupporter 

* But chief the crew affirm by all that's good, 

* They'll ne'er difperfe till they have Bentley's 

« blood; 

* For that ill-natur'd critic has undone 

* The fineft piece of wit (*) that has been mown ; 
' 'Till his rude ftrokes had thrafh'd the empty fhcaf, 

* We thouq-ht there had been fomething elfe than 

* chaff: 

* Crown'd with applaufe this mafter-critic fits, 

* And round him lie the fpoils of ruin'd wits : 

' How great a man ! what reverence were his due, 

* Could he fupprefs the critic's Faftus too ? 
■ As certain words will lunatics enrage, 

* Who did before appear fedate and fage, 

* So do but Locke, or books, or Newton name, 

* The wit's in clammy fweats, or in a flame.' 

In another part of the fame poem he fays, 

* Had not this merry ficknefs of the head, 

4 This plague in fafhion o'er the nation fpread, 

* Proud of her fons, Britannia might have feen 

* Vaft numbers more of great and generous men. 

* She had not loft a fenator in Moyle, 

* Nor a fine fcholar in the hopeful Boyle : 

* Now, fince his foolifh rhimes, both friends and 

* foes 

1 Conclude they know, who did not write his 
< profe (9).' 

In the preface to his Creation, Sir Richard Black- 
more fpeaks of the Hfcftoration, as being the period 
wherein a great diftblutenefs of manners was intro- 
duced into the nation, and which was attended with 
a fafhionable difpofition to treat every thing ferious 
with levity and ridicule. ' Immediately after the 
' Reftoration,' fays he, ' the people, intoxicated with 

* the pleafures of peace, and influenced by the ex- 

* ample of a loofe court, as well as from their great 

* averfion to the former fanatical ftriclnefs, and fe- 

* verity of converfation, which they detefted as hy- 
4 pocrify, indulged themfelves in fenfual liberties, 

* and by degrees funk deep into luxury and vice. 
1 X nen it was that fome irreligious men, taking ad- 
' vantage of this growing diflblution of manners, 
1 began to propagate their deteftable notions, and 
( fow the feeds of profanenefs and impiety, which 
f fprung up apace, and flourifhed in proportion to 
1 the growth of immorality. Thus vice and iriv- 
' ligion, mutually aflifting each other, extended their 
■ power by daily encroachments ; and the folid tem- 
' per and firmnefs of mind, which the people once 
1 pofleffed, being flackened and difTolved by the 
( power of riot and forbidden pleafure, their judg- 

* ment foon became vitiated ; which corruption of 

* tafte has ever fince gradually increafed, as the con- 
c federate powers of vice and profanenefs have fpread 
1 their infection, ^and gained upon religion. While 
r loofe principles and impious opinions pervert the 
r judgment, a petulant humour that inclines men to 
f give an air of levity and ridicule to all their dif- 


< courfes, and turn every thing to mirth and raillery, 

* does in proportion get ground ; this being efteemed 

< the moll fuccefsful method to weaken the power 
' and authority of religion in the minds of men. 

« I would not here be underftood, as if I con- 
« demned the qualifications of wit and pleafantry, 
1 but only the mifapplication of them. I In all always 
« retain a great value for ingenious men, provided 
' they do not abufe and proftitute their talents to the 
' worft purpofes, I mean the deriding ail fobriety of 

* manners, and turning into jeft the principles which 
« conftitute our duty here, and affure our happinefs 
' hereafter. But can any man who reveres a God, 
4 and loves his country, ftand by unconcerned, while 

* loofe and profane wits fhew fo much zeal and dili- 

* gence in propagating maxim?, which tend fo di- 

1 reclly to the difhonour of the one, and the ruin of 
' the other (10) ?' 

[G] This piece was attached and ridiculed by many 
different writers. ~\ In T. Brown's Works (n) are 
upwards of twenty different fatirical pieces in verfe 
againft Blackmore, faid to be written by Colonel Co- 
drington, Sir Charles Sedley, Colonel Blount, Sir 
Samuel Garth, Sir Richard Steele, Dr. Smith, Mr. 
William Burnaby, the Earl of Anglefea, the Coun- 
tefs of Sandwich, Mr. Manning, Mr. Mildmay, Dr. 
Drake, Colonel Johnfon, Mr. Richard Norton, CSV. 
and moft of thefe pieces are particularly levelled at 
our Author's Satire upon Wit. One topic of abufe 
againft Blackmore was, that he lived in Cheapfide. 
He was fometimes called the Cheapfide Knight, and 
the City Bard ; and Garth's verles, in the Collection 
juft cited, are addreffed 44 to the merry Poetafter at 
4 Sadlers Hall in Cheapfide.' 

In fome of the lampoons againft him he was joined 
with Bentley ; as in the following lines : 

* A monument of dulncfs to ereft, 

4 Bentley ftiould write, and Blackmore mould correct. 
4 Like which no other piece can e'er be wrought, 

* For decency of ftyle and life of thought, 

4 But that where Bentley mail in judgment fit, 

* To pare excrefcences from Blackmore's wit (12).' 

[//] There feemed to he a kind of confederacy of the 
Wits againft him.] This appears in pnrt from the pre- 
ceding note; and it is obferved in T. Cibber's Lives 
of the Poets (13), that 4 Sir Richard had, by the 
4 freedom of his cenfures on the libertine writers of 
' his age, incurred the heavy difpleafure of Dryden, 

* who takes all opportunities to ridicule him, and 

* fomewhere fays, that he wrote to the rumbling of his 

* chariot wheels. And as if to be at enmity with 

* Blackmore had been hereditary to our greateft 
c poets, we find Mr. Pope taking up the quarrel 
4 where Dryden left it, and perfecuting this worthy 
1 man with yet a feverer degree of fatire. Black- 
4 more had been informed by Curl, that Mr. Pope 
4 was the author of a Traveftie on the firft Pfalm, 
1 which he takes occafion to reprehend in his Eftay 
1 on Polite Learning, vol. ii. p. 270. He ever con- 
4 fidered it as the difgrace of genius, that it fhould 
1 be employed to burlefque any of the facred com- 
' pofitions, which, as they fpeak the language of in- 
' fpiration, tend to awaken the foul to virtue, and 

* infpire it with a fublime devotion.' 

Pope fatirizes Blackmore in the Dunciad in the 
following lines : 

4 But far o'er all, fonorous Blackmore's ftrain ; 
4 Walls, fteeples, fkies, bray back to him again. 

In Tot'nam fields, the brethren, with amaze, 
4 Prick all their ears up, and forget to graze ; 
4 Long Chanc'ry-lane retentive rolls the found, 
1 And courts to courts return it round and round ; 
4 Thames wafts it thence to Rufus' roaring hall, 
4 And Hungerford re-echoes bawl for bawl. 
4 All hail him victor in both gifts of fong, 
4 Who fings fo loudly, and who fings fo long (14)/ 

In the notes to this paffage in the Dunciad is added 
a ludicrous enumeration of Blackmore's works, with 
other fatirical remarks. 

2 the 


(10) Pref. to the 
Creation, fourth 
edit. p. 26, 27, 
28. 

(1 0 Vol iv. p. 
67—80. 


(12) T.Brown'i 
Works, Vol. iv. 
p. 70* 


(13) Vol.v, 
p. 179. 


(14) Dunctacf, 
Book ii. ver. 
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the Lay Monk. Only forty numbers of it were publiihed, which, in 1714* were C,J 1- 
le&ed into a volume, under the,tljle of the Lay~Monaftery. The Friday's papers in 
this colleftion were written by the ingenious Mr. John Hughes, and the reft by Sir 
Richard. In a letter to Mr. Hughes, he declared, that he was not determined to the 
undertaking by a defire of fame or profit, but from a regard to the public good (*). In 
•17 16, he publifhed, in two volumes, %vo y c Effays upon leveral lubjects [/] and in 

1718, 
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[I] EJJays upon federal SubjeBsS\ Thefe ElYays are 
upon Epic Poetry, Wit, Falfe Virtue, the Immorta- 
lity of the Soul, the Laws of Nature, the Origin of 
Civil Power, the Spleen, Writing and Polite Lite- 
rature, Future Felicity, and Divine Love. 

In the preface he makes the following obfervations 
on ElTay-writing : 4 An EiTay is an instructive wri- 

* ting, either in profe or verfe, diflinguiftied from 

* complete treatifes and voluminous works, by its 

■ fhorter extent and lefs accurate method. It is na- 

* tural for men to defire the acquifition of know- 

* ledge by the molt eafy and expeditious ways, and 

* therefore few perfons have been fo patient of labour 

* and application, as to be delighted with prolix com- 

* pofitions, in which, the main defign of the author 
€ being long fufpended, the difcourfe grows fo te- 

* dious to many, that they imagine it will never be 

* finilhed. But the difrelifh of fuch difFufive pieces 

* in thefe times is more univerfal, and carried fo far 

* that great books are looked upon as oppreflive, and 

* by their bulk, concluded to be dull and fpiritlefs ; 

* while thofe in which the principal end, as well as 
' the fentiments of the author, are contracted into a 

* narrower compafs, if well writ, meet with general 

* approbation. And if it happens that a large vo- 

* lume is well received in the prefent age, it mull be 

* adorned with variety of matter, as well as pure 
' diction, and wrought up to a great degree of per- 

* fection, otherwife the reader is difcouraged, and 

■ throws it by as too painful a talk to be under- 

* taken. 

8 Whether this delicacy proceeds from a more re- 

* fined and elegant tafte, or an indolent and unactive 

* temper of mind, I mail not here examine : but in 

* fact, the obfervation is fo juit, that not only long 

* and methodical fyftems of divinity, natural philo- 

* fophy, morals and medicine are grown difagreeable, 
c but likewife voluminous romances, the delight of 

* the pafi age, are no longer demanded, but lie by as 
4 neglected lumber in the Ihops, while Ihort novels and 

* tales are become the common entertainment of thofe 
4 who are pleafed with fictions of that nature. And 

* mould it be granted, that this arifes from a greater 

* and more univerfal relifh of polite literature, I am 
4 afraid that the principal interelts of learning, and 
4 the advancement of folid knowledge will fuffer by 

* it. There is that connexion, dependence, and 

* beautiful order of the parts in a perfect body 
6 of fcience, that it is impoiTible to contemplate 
4 the whole ftructure but in a lame and imperfect 

* view, when the members of it are fevered and dif- 

* united, as they are in fniall difcourfes. If the re- 
1 lation of one propofition to another, and the co- 
4 herent train of conclufions are not difcerned by the 
6 mind, there mull follow a great confufion and ob- 

* fcuiity of ideas ; and at belt thofe men, for want 
4 of full and comprehenfive conceptions of things, 
4 will only perceive fome fcatter'd branches of truth, 

and form but a dim and defective fketch of any art 

* or fyftem of knowledge. 

* Should a barbarous Indian, who had never feen 

* a palace or a Ihip, view their feparate and disjointed 
4 parts drawn by the pen or pencil, and obferve the 

* pillars, doors, cornilhes, and turrets of one, and 
4 the prow, Hern, ribs, and malts of the other, he 

< would be able to form but a very lame and dark 
« idea of either of thofe inventions. In like man- 

* ner thofe, who contemplate only the fragments or 

* pieces broken off from any fcience, difperfed in 

* fhort unconnected difcourfes, and do not difcern 

* their relation to each other, and how they may be 

* adapted, and by their union procure the delightful 

* fvmmetry of a regular fcheme, can never furvey an 

* entire body of truth, but mull view it as deformed 

< and difmembered ; while their ideas, which mult 

* be always indiitinct and often repugnant, will lie 

* in the brain unforted, and thrown together with- 

* out order and coherence. But fince the tafte of the 

* times is fo nice and delicate, and their temper fo 


c impatient of long application, thofe who would 
4 convey inltruction to their minds, mult accommo- 

* date their writings to this prevailing inclination, 
4 multpoiTefs themfelvesof thofe avenues that lie open 1 
4 and lead with eafe to their under/landing, and 
4 change their method of addrefs when it grows dif- 

* agreeable, for another that meets with a better re- 

* ception. He muil be a very morofe phyfician, 
4 that when the form of his medicines begins to 
4 grow ungrateful and naufeous, will not alter it, or 

* direct a new vehicle, by which they may be taken 
4 down with lefs reluctance. 

' And fince difcourfes contracted into a narrow 
4 room, if they are wrote with ftrength and perfpi- 
4 cuity, and contain variety of good fenfe, are more 
4 acceptable to readers, by not putting them to too 
? much labour and attention ; it mull for that reafon 
4 be acknowledged, that their ufefulnefs is more dif- 

* fufive than that of long and elaborate volumes ; 
4 and though they do not exhibit truth in fuch a clear 
4 and perfect fcheme, nor fet it in fo full a light, as 
4 it appears in a large and methodical fyltem, they 

* are, however, very beneficial, and promote the in- 
4 terelts of literature and virtue (15).' 

In his EJfay upon Writing are the following ob- 
fervations on the age at which men are generally belt 3~~9* 
qualified to become writers: 4 Though it is true that 

* young men of forward parts and ingenuity may be 
4 very capable of works of invention and imagina- 
4 tion, for profe-exercifes of wit and humour, fports 
4 of fancy and declamatory eloquence ; as alfo for 
4 fonnets, papers of verfes, and all the lower fpecies 
4 of poetry, where no ltrength of judgment is re- 
' quired to contrive a plan, or carry on any great and 
' important defign ; yet if fome extraordinary per- 

* fons, prodigies of fenfe and genius, of whom, per- 
4 haps, not above three or four fall to the fhare of 
4 any one nation in half a century, are excepted, 

4 men are not qualified to write well upon great fub- # 

* jects, where acute and folid reafon, deep penetra- 
4 tion, and great learning are required, till they ap- 
4 proach to their thirtieth year : they are therefore 

* unfit, not only to engage in difficult and important 
4 controverlies of theology, philofophy, and politics, 
4 but likewife to attempt the fupericr poetry, whe- 
4 ther of the epic, lyric, or tragic kind. The rea- 
4 fon that fupports this obfervation is, that before 
4 men are advanced to fuch a period of life, as they 
4 have not by lludy, reading, and converfation ac- 
4 quired a fufticient maturity of taite, nor enough di- 
4 gelled their notions, fo have they not ltocked their 
4 underltandings with fuch plenty of ideas, as mould 
4 enable them to fucceed in fuch great undertakings. 
4 And if young men, who are unequal to polemical 
4 difcourfes and the fublime poetry, could reltrain 
4 their paflion, deny themfelves the pleafure of ap- 
4 pearing in print, and withlland the temptation of 
4 being called Authors ; could they forbear to grafp 
4 the pen, and be contented to continue diligent and 
4 modelt learners, and endeavour to enrich their 
4 minds by reflection, books, and thoughtful ob- 

* fervation, till they had reached the itage of life that 
4 I have mentioned, they would fet out from the 
4 . prefs with greater advantage, and the world would 
4 not be .opprefied with fo many jejune pieces, and 
4 fuch abundance of crude and abortive productions. 

4 It mull be remarked, that particular perfons, bv 
4 their peculiar complexion, come early to their parts, 
' and like fummer fruit thrive and ripen apace, while 
4 others of a lefs fprightly and volatile conltitu- 
c , tion, advance flowly to maturity : the firlt make 
4 a fine bloom and quickly bring forth, but the laft 
4 are moll capable of itrong and durable productions. 
' Some of a rich genius, like a fat and generous foil, 
4 that is mown twice a-year, are never impoveriihed ; 
4 while others mull often lie fallow, like hilly and 
4 barren lands, that want relt, and require the genial 

* nitre of the air, to recruit their prolific power ; 
4 fome by hard lludy and application have furniihed 

their 
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1718, * A Colle&ion of Poems [/£],' in one volume, 8w. But the work which procured 
him the greateft reputation, was his « Creation, a philofophical Poemj demon fixating 
* the Exiftence and Providence of a God, in ieven books [/.].' This paffed through 
(b) The fourth feveral editions (b), and was greatly applauded by Mr. Addifon [M]. Mr. Locke alio 
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r their minds with an immenfe ftock of ideas, and 

* are not therefore fo eafily exhaufted, as thofe who 

* have taken little care to hoard up fuch plentiful 

* (tores and enrich their minds with treafures of fci- 

* ence. 

* I know it will be allowed by all, that perfons 

* advanced in years are moil capable of writings 

* which require judgment, learning, and long ob- 

* fervation ; but fome will not grant that they are 

* lit for works of invention and fancy ; for that en- 

* dowment they look upon as peculiar to youth ; but 

* this opinion is founded on a miftake : our famous 

* Milton wrote his Paradife Loft, at leaft a great part 

* of it, and his Sampfon Agoniftes, in the laft ftages 

* of his life ; and yet his admirable genius mines 

* forth in thofe poetical works more than in all his 

* former performances. It is allowed by the bed 
1 judges, that Mr. Dryden's laft poems excelled thofe 

* he had writ before, and that his grey hairs, which 

* ripened his judgment and improved his reafon, had 
4 not in the leaft abated, and much lefs extinguiihed, 

* his poetical fire. 

■ The fame thing may be affirmed of many others 

* in this and the neighbouring nations. It is true, 

* that judgment is juftly allowed to be generally the 
4 pofTeflion and ornament of men in years ; but it is 

* as true, that thofe who were ever in their paft life 

* endowed with an inventive genius, fine fpirit, and 

* lively imagination, always preferved thofe qualities 

* as long as they preferved their other intellectual abi- 

* lities ; and it is no wonder that men of an advanced 

* age mould not be mafters of a ftrong and fprightly 

* fancy, which was never their talent in their youth ; 

* for how can it be expected that thofe, who had only 

* a plain underftanding and a folid capacity from their 

* cradle, mould have it flowered and enriched with 

* all the ornaments and fplendor produced by a fpi- 

* ritful imagination, which Nature never gave them ? 

* If a perfon becomes an excellent writer by forty, 

* it is certain he will continue fo till fifty, and by 
4 the improvement of practice and experience, will 

* yet acquire a maturer judgment and a more accom- 
1 pliihed pen, provided his constitution remains hail 

* and vigorous ; and the parity of reafon will be ex- 

* tended to fixty years, and fo forwards, if the health 

* of the Author does not decay by the weak and va- 

* letudinary ftate of his body, nor is diminifhed or 

* broken by the infirmities of age, derived from the 

* immoralities of yoyth. And as this is in theory 

* clear, fb it is evident in fact, as will prefently ap- 

* pear: and it is my opinion, that it will be difficult 

* to produce any examples of men, who ever loft the 

* force of their imagination (for what they never had 

* they cannot be faid to have loft), till by a general de- 

* cay of body, their reafon, memory, ana judgment 

* were as much impaired as their lighter faculties. 

' And if we examine the hiftory of the ancient 

* poets, how many inftances will occur that confirm 

* my obfervation. Sophocles, the Prince of Tragic 

* Writers, among his numerous pieces, wrote one of 

* his Tragedies at fourfcore years of age, which he 
1 produced before the judges, as an evidence of his 

* found mind and unimpaired faculties, when he was 

* reprefentcd by his fon as broken with age, and 

* uncapable of the management of his eftate and 

* bufinefs. Homer, Euripides, Pindar, and many 

* others, retained their vigour and extent of fancy 

* through the whole courfe of a long life : nor did 

* the eloquent Cicero difeover any lofs of fpirits and 

* imagination in his laft writings, as appears by his 

* admirable works, particularly his book de Senecluu 
f writ with the judgment of an aid, and the vivacity 

* of a young man (16). ' 

[K] A Collection of Poems."] Among thefe poems 
are, the Kit-Cats ; Cremes, a Satire ; the Nature cf 
Man, in three" books; a defcriptive Poem on the 
Cartoons at Hampton-court ; Advice to the Poets on 
the Succefs of the arms of Queea Anne, under the 
Conduct of the Duke of Marlborough, &c. 

[L I Creation, a philofophical Poem.] 9 The defign 

* of this werk is to demonftrate the exiftence of a 


Divine Eternal Mind. The arguments ufed for 
this end, are taken from the various marks of wif- 
dom and artful contrivance, which are evident to 
our obfervation in the feveral parts of the material 
world, and in the faculties of the human foul. 
The fir ft book contains the proof of a Deity, from 
the inftances of defign and choice, which occur in 
the ftructure and qualities of the earth and fea. 
The fecond purfues the proof of the fame propo- 
rtion, there is a God, from the celeftial motions, 
and more fully from the appearances in the folar 
fyftem and the air. In the third, the objections 
which are brought by atheiftical philofophers againft 
the hypothefis eftabliftied in the two preceding books 
are anfwered. In the fourth, is laid down the hy- 
pothefis of the Atomifts, or Epicureans, and other 
irreligious philofophers, and confuted. In the fifth, 
the doctrine of the Fatalifts, or Ariftotelians, who 
make the world to be eternal, is confidered and 
fubverted. In the fixth, the argument of the two 
firft books is refumed, and the exiftence of God 
demonftrated, from the prudence and art difcovered 
in the feveral parts of the body of man. In the fe- 
venth, the fame demonftration is carried on from 
the contemplation of the inftincts in brute animals, 
and the faculties and operations of the foul of man. 
The book concludes with a recapitulation of what 
has been treated of, and a hymn to the 'Creator of 
the world (17).' 

As a fpecimen of our Author's verification in this 
poem, we fhall infert the following lines ; 

* See how fublime th' uplifted mountains rife, 
And with their pointed heads invade the fkies. 
How the high cliffs their craggy arms extend, 
Diftinguifh ftates, and fever'd realms defend ; 
How ambient fhores confine the reft lefs deep, 
And in their ancient bounds the billows keep ; 
The hollow vales their fmiling pride unfold ; 
What rich abundance do their bofoms hold ? 
Regard their lovely verdure, ravifh'd view 
The fpring flow'rs of various fcent and hue. 
Not e after n monarchs, on their nuptial day 
In dazzling gold and purple fhine fo gay, 
As the bright natives of th* unlabour'd field, 
Unvers'd in fpinning, and in looms unfkill'd. 
See, how the rip'ning fruits the gardens crown. 
Imbibe the fun, and make his light their own. 
See the fweet brooks in filver mazes creep, 
Enrich the meadows, and fupply the deep ; 
While from their weeping urns the fountains flow, 
And vital moifture, where they pafs, beftow. 
Admire the narrow ftream, and fpreading lake, 
The proud afpiring grove, and humble brake : 
How do the forefts and the woods delight ? 
How the fweet glades and openings charm the fight ? 
Obferve the pleafant lawn and airy plain, 
The fertile furrows rich with various grain ; 
How u fef ul all ? how all confpire to grace 
Th' extended earth, and beautify her face (it) P 

[M] Greatly applauded by Mr. Addifon.] This was 
in the Spectator, Number 339, in which Mr. Addifon 
fpeaks of our Author's poem on Creation in the fol- 
lowing terms : This c work was undertaken with fo 

* good an intention, and executed with fo great a 

* maftery, that it deferves to be looked upon as one of 
1 the moft ufeful and noble productions in our Eng-> 
1 lifhverfe. The reader cannot but be pleafed to 
4 find the depths of philofophy, enlivened with all 

* the charms of poetry, and to fee fo great a ftrengthof 
f reafon amidft fo beautiful a redimdancy of the ima- 
1 gination. The Author has fhewn us that defign in 

* all the works of nature, which neceflarily leads us 

* to the knowledge of its firft eaufe. In fhort, he 

* has illuftrated, by numberlefs and unconteftable- 
1 inftances, that divine wifdom which the fon of Si- 

* rach has fo nobly afcribed to the Supreme Being in 

* his formation of the world, when he tells us, that 

* he created her, and faiv her, and numbered her, and 

* poured her out upon all his ivorfo.' 

In 
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formed a very favourable opinion of Sir Richard Blackmore [/V] ; and, indeed, ap- 
pears to have eftimated his poetical talents too highly. In 1721, our Author pub- 
liftied, in \imo y < A new Verfion of#the Pfalms of David, fitted to the Tunes ufed in 
1 Churches.' This was recommended by public authority, as proper to be ufed in the 
churches and chapels of England [O]. Towards the clofe of his life, his pra&ice as a 
Phyfician is faid to have declined [P] ; which might probably arife from the numerous 
attempts which were made to leifen his reputation (*). 


He died on the 8 th of Odober, 


(i ) Cibber, ubt 
ftj>ra t p. 184. 
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(19) It may be 

conjectured from 
this paffage, that 
Sir RLbard 
Blackmore pro- 
bably formed the 
defign of his 
Poem on Crea- 
tion from this 
hint of Mr. Mo- 
lyneux. 

(20) Locke's 
Works, Vol. iii, 
p. 56S, 569, 
edit. 1714. 


(21) Locke's 

Works, ubi fu* 
pra, p. 570. 


In the 6th number ef the Spectator, Sir Richard * 
Blackmore is alfo commended for fome obfervations * 
relative to the guilt of employing excellent faculties * 
in fuch a manner as to humour and pleafe men in * 
their vices and follies, in which he is faid to have * 
Written ' with as much good fenfe as virtue,' ' 

[iV] Mr. Locke formed a 'very favourable opinion of € 
Sir Richard Blackmore.'] This appears from his let- 
ters to his ingenious and learned friend Mr. Wil- 
liam Molyneux of Ireland ; and that Gentleman had 
an equal, or fuperior elteem for the writings of Black- 
more ; and from the terms in which they both exprefs 
themfelves concerning them, they will probably be * 
thought in the prefent age to have over-rated them. ' 
At leaft, this was certainly the cafe with refpeft to * 
Mr. Molyneux. * 

In a letter to Mr. Locke, dated Dublin, May 15, 
1697, is the following paffage : * Mr. Churchill fa- * 

* vourcd me with the prefent of Sir Richard Black- * 

* more's King Arthur, I had Prince Arthur before, « 

* and read it with admiration, which is not at all < 

* leflened by this fecond piece* All our Englifh < 

* poets (except Milton) have been mere ballad-ma- « 

* leers, in coniparifon to him. Upon the publication ' 

* of his firft poem, I intimated to him, through Mr. * 

* Churchill's hands, how excellently I thought he ' 

* might perform a philofophic poem, from many < 

* touches he gave in his Prince Arthur, particularly 1 

* from Mopas's fong. And I perceive by his preface 

* to King Arthur, he has had the like intimations 

* from others, but rejeds them, as being an enemy 

* to all philofophical hypothefes. Were I acquainted 

* with Sir Richard Blackmore, I could affure him 

* (and if you be fo, I be leech you to tell him), that 

* I am as little an admirer of hypothefes as any 

* man, and never propofed that thought to him, with 

* a defign that a philofophical poem mould run on fuch 

* a drain. A natural Hi ft or y of the great and admirable 

* Phenomena of the Univerfe, is a fubjeft, I think, may 
afford fublime thoughts in a poem (19); and fo 
far, and no farther, would I defire a poem to ex- 
tend (20).' 

In his anfwer to this letter, Mr. Locke fays, 1 I 
/hall, when I fee Sir Richard Blackmore, difcourfe 
him as you defire. There is, I with pleafure find, 
a ftrange harmony throughout, between your 
thoughts and mine. I have always thought, that 
laying down and building upon hypothefes, has 
been one of the great hinderances of natural know- 
ledge ; and I fee your notions agree with mine in 
it. And though I have a great value for Sir Ri- 
chard Blackmore, on feveral accounts, yet there is 
nothing has given me a greater e lie em of him, than 
what he fays about hypothefes in medicine, in his 
preface to King Arthur, which is an argument to 
me, that he underftands the right method of prac- 
tifing phyfic ; and it gives me great hopes he will 
improve it, fince he keeps in the only way it is 
capable to be improved in ; and has fo publicly 
declared againft the more eafyj fafhionable, and 
pleafmg way of an hypothecs, which I think has 
done more to hinder the true art of phyfic, which 
is the curing of difeafes, than all other things put 
together; by making it learned, fpecious, and 
talkative, but ineffective to its great end, the 
health of mankind (21).' 

In another letter, Mr. Molyneux fays, ' I per- 
ceive you are fo happy as to be acquainted with 
Sir Richard Blackmore : he is an extraordinary 
perfon, and I admire his two prefaces as much as 
I do any parts of his books. The firft, where- 
in he expofes the licentioufnefs and immora- 
lity of our late poetry, is incomparable ; and the 
fecond, wherein he profecutes the fame fubjeft, 
and delivers his thoughts concerning hypothefes, 
is no lefs judicious. And I am wholly of his opi- 
nion, relating to the latter. However, the Hiftory 
and Phenomena of Nature we may venture at ; and 
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this is what I propofe to be the fubjecl: of a philo- 
fophic poem. Sir Richard Blackmore has exqui- 
fite touches of this kind, difperled in many places 
of his books. To pafs over Mopas's fong, I will in- 
fiance one particular, in the molt profound fpecu- 
lations of Mr. Newton's philofophy, thus curioufly 
touched in King Arthur, book ix. p. 243. 

The conftellations Jhine at his command, 
He formed their radiant orbs, and with his hand 
He -weigh 3 d \ and put them off with fuch a force, 
As might prefer<ve an everlafting courfe. 

I doubt not but Sir Richard Blackmore, in thefe 
lines, had a regard to the proportionment of the 
projective motion to the vis centripeta, that keeps 
the planets in their continued courfes. 
' I have by me fome obfervations made by a judici- 
ous friend of mine, on both Sir Richard Blackmore's 
poems : if they may be any ways acceptable to Sir 
Richard, I mail fend them to you : they are in the 
compafs of a meet of paper. And were it proper, I 
mould humbly defire you to procure for me, from Sir 
Richard, the key to the perfons names in both his 
poems ; mod of the firft I have already, and a great 
: many in the fecond, but many I alfo want, which 
1 I mould be very glad to underhand. But if herein 
r I defire any thing difagreeable, I beg Sir Richard's 
' pardon, and defift (22).' 

In a letter written in anfwer to this, and dated Sept. 
1 1, 1697, Mr. Locke fays, ' I was not a little pleafe d 
1 to find what thoughts you had concerning hypo- 

* thefes in phyfic. Though Sir Richard Blackmore's 

* vein in poetry be what every body muft allow him 

* to have an extraordinary talent in, and though 

* with you I exceedingly value his firft preface, yet I 
€ muft own to you, there was nothing that I fo much 
' admired him for, as for what he fays of hypothefes 

* in his laft. It feems to me fo right, and is yet fo 

* much out of the way of the ordinary writers, and 

* practitioners in that faculty, that it fhews as great a 

* ftrength and penetration of judgment as his poetry 
■ has mewed flights of fancy (23).' 

[O] Recommended by public authority, &c] A paper 
addreffed to the King, and figned by the Archbifhops 
of Canterbury and York, the Bimops of London, 
Winchefter, Worcefter, Ely, Chichefter, Landaff, 
Hereford, Norwich, St. Afaph, Bangor, Peterbo- 
rough, Oxford, Litchfield and Coventry, Rochefler, 
and St. David's, was prefented to his Majefty, in 
which they certified to him, that they had per ufed 
and confidered Sir Richard Blackmore's New Verfion 
of the Pfalms ; and expreffed their fentiments of it in 
the following terms : ' We conceive it has fuch an 

* agreement with the original Hebrew, fuch clearnefs 
1 and purity of Englifh ltyle, and is fo well adapted 

* to the capacity and affections of the common people, 
' that in our judgment it may well be received into 
c the public congregations within the churches and 

* chapels in this part of your Majefty 's dominions/ 
In confequence of this recommendation, an order of 
Council was made, on the 2 2d of October, 1720, 
that this Verfion fhould be allowed to be ufed in all 
churches, chapels, and congregations, which fhould 
think fit to receive the fame (24). 

[P] His practice as a phyfician is faid to have de- 
clined.} * Towards the clofe of his life, his bu£nefs 

* as a phyfician declined ; but as he was a man of 

* prudent conduct, it is not to be fuppofed that he 

* was fubjected to any want by that accident ; for in 

* his earlier years he was confidered among the firft 
f in his profeffion, and his practice was confequently 
4 very ex ten five. The decay of his employment 

* might be partly owing to old age and infirmities, 

* which rendered him lefs active than before, ami 

* partly to the diminution his character might fuffer 

* by the eternal war, which the wits waged againft 

* him, who fpared neither bitternefs nor calumny 


(42) Lockc'j 
Works, ubi fu> 
pra, p. 571. 


(23) Locke's 
Wcrks, ubi fu* 
p™* P- 573- 


(24) The certi- 
ficate of the 
Archbifhops and 
Bifhops, and the 
order of Council, 
is prefixed to 
th : vsrlicn. 
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BLACK MORE. 

1729, in an advanced age; and manifeftcd in his laft illnefs the fame fervent piety, 

which had diftinguiftied him in his life (*). He was certainly a man of confiderable (k) ClhhtT7 ^ 

learning and abilities , and a moft zealous advocate for the intcrcfts of religion and 

virtue. He wrote, indeed, too much, and was deficient in point of taftej nor did he 

take fufficient time to polifh his compofitions. But he was far from being deftmite of 

genius; and it is fufficiently manifeft, that it was not h\s dulnefs which excited fo 

much animofity againft him. Hardly any Author has ever been more fatirized than 

Sir Richard Blackmore s and yet, fo far as we can judge from his writings, there have 

been few, perhaps none, who have had better intentions. He had very ju t ideas ot 

the true ends of writing [£J ; and it would have been happy for the world, if luch 

ideas had been adopted by, and really influenced, Authors of more brilliant genius. 

And though his long and tedious hiftorical and epic Poems, which can now Icarcely 

be read, juftly expofed him to fome degree of ridicule, yet he was far from being a 

proper object of the extreme contempt with which he was treated [#]. The merit of 


(i6)En* 2 \s,Vol. 
ti p. 17J, 17a. 
(27) P. 19, 20. 


■2.%) Pref. to 
Vol.i. p. 22,23 


[sjj He had 'very jufi ideas of the true ends of writ- 
ing^ This appears from his Effay upon Writings in 
which are the following obfervations : 4 The uncon- 
'* tefted end of man is the perfection and felicity of 

* his nature in the fruition of the greateft good, the 

* Author of his being ; and thofe, who with a fupe- 
\ rior elleem and prevalent defire, direcl their aims 

* to any other object of happinefs, whether it be to 

* gratify their ambition, avarice, voluptuous appe- 
1 tites or thirlt of glory, by alienating their inclina- 

* tions and diverting their purfuits from the foun- 

* tain of goodnefs, fet up another final caufe inflead 

* of the Divine Being, whom they reject and depofe, 

* and by fo doing break the fubordination between 

* an intelligent creature and his Creator. 

4 The intention therefore of mankind in all ranks 

* and conditions, of the ftatefman, the magiftrate, 

* the warrior, and all other fubordinate clafles, mould 

* terminate in this end ; and all their undertakings 
6 and fchemes of life ought to be fo chofen and 

* formed, that they may be fubfervient to this fu- 

* preme and laft defign. Hence there is no doubt 
4 but that the end of writing Iikewife is to promote 

* the honour of the Divine Being, and the writer's 
1 own happinefs : which he purfues, as often as his 
4 pen. is employed in conveying intellectual or moral 
4 inftruction to others, in filling their minds with 
1 great and ufeful ideas, and raifing generous and 

* worthy paffions, in oppofing vice and loofenefs of 

* manners, and exciting the reader to engage or con- 

* tinue ftedfaft in the practice of virtue ; and in or- 
4 der to this, he ought to give his reader all the plea- 

* f u re and entertainment that his genius will afford or 

* his fubject admit. 

* The immediate aim of writers mould be to im- 

* prove and adorn the underftanding, and infpire lau- 

* dable paflions and refolutions, by propagating di- 

* vine, natural ami moral fcience ; as their ultimate 

* end, to which the former is fubordinate, is their 

* endlefs felicity in the fruition of the Supreme 
4 Being (26).' 

In the preface to the firfl volume of his Effay s (27), 
he alfo fays, 4 To communicate to the minds of 

* others noble and elevated ideas, to infpire them 
4 with pious ardour and divine paflions, and puih 

* them on to a vigorous refolution of engaging and 
4 perfevering in a feries of virtuous actions, becoming 
c the dignity of their nature, and the precepts of their 
1 religion, is a praiie- worthy province ; for this is to 
4 be employed about the moft excellent objects for the 

* attainment of the moft important ends ; and I 

* would chufe rather in this fenfe to be the author of 

* good, though but to ten perfons, than by the hap- 
4 pieft ft rains of wit, and the moft pleafant humour, 
4 to divert and recreate ten thoufand ; notvvithftand- 
' ing I were Aire to make many enemies by the firit, 

* and by the laft to gain univerfai applaufe.' He 

afterwards adds, 4 The more I advance in years, and 
f the more the future ftate is prefented to my view, 

* the more I am pleafed with reflecting on what I 

* have written on divine and moral fubjects ; and 

* whatever appellation of reproach men of pleafantry 

* think fit to give to this difpofition of mind, they 

* cannot enjoy fo great fatisfaction in deriding it, as 
4 the poflelfionof it gives to me (28).' 

[R] He was far from being a proper objeft of the 
extreme contempt with which he was treated.] It has 
been obferved, That Sir Richard Blackmore was the 

* Author of more original poems, of a confiderable 


4 length, befides a variety of other works, than can 
« well be conceived could have been compofed by one 
4 man, during the longeft period of human life. He 
< was a chafte writer ; he ftruggled in the caufe of 
4 virtue, even in thofe times, when vice had the 
4 countenance of the great, and when an almoft uni- 
« verfal degeneracy prevailed. He was not afraid to 
4 appear the advocate of virtue, in oppofition to the 
' higheft authority, and no luftre of abilities in his 
■ opponents could deter him from ftripping vice of 
4 thofe gaudy colours, with which poets of the firft 
4 eminence had clothed her (29).' 

In the Life of Mr. Kettlewell, Sir Richard Black- 
more is mentioned among that Gentleman's acquaint- 
ance ; and he is there fpoken of as 4 an eminent Phy- 
f fician, and a Gentleman who, in his zeal for the 
4 fervices of religion, and for reformation of manners 
« and principles, hath not been furpaffed by any of 
4 his profemon (30).' 

The Author of the Companion to the Playhoufe 
(Vol. I.), fpeaking of the comedy of the Pilgrim, 
and taking notice of the revival of it in the year 1700, 
adds, 4 The prologue is pointed with great feverity 
f againft Sir Richard Blackmore, who, though by no 
4 means a firft-rate Poet, yet I cannot help thinking 
4 more deferving of immortality, than either the 

* envy or ill-nature of his brother wits have by their 

* ridicule on his works, permitted the prejudices of 
' mankind, ever eafily led a fide by what they ima- 
4 gine a fuperior judgment, to grant him.' 

Dr. Watts appears to have held our Author's works 
in confiderable eftecm ; for in his preface to his Hor& 
Lyrics, after fpeaking of the immoral and licentious 
ufe which had been made of poetical abilities, he has 
the following pafTage : * This the incomparable Mr. 
1 Cowley, in the latter end of his preface, and the 

* ingenious Sir Richard Blackmore, in the beginning 

* of his, have fo pathetically defcribed and lament- 
4 ed ; and I rather refer the reader to mourn with 

* them, than detain and tire him here. Thefe Gentle- 
' men, in their large and laboured works of poefy* 
1 have given the world happy examples of what they 

* wifh and encourage in profe ; the one in a rich va- 

* riety of thought and fancy ; the other in all the 

* mining colours of profufe and floiid diction (31).* 
Mr. Duncombe, fpeaking of Sir Richard Black- 
more, fays, * This Writer, though the butt of the 
' witts, efpecially of Dry den and Pope, was treated 
4 with more contempt than he deferved. In parti- 

* cular, his Poem on the Creation has much merit. 
4 And let it be remembered, that the refentment of 
4 thofe wits was excited by Sir Richard's zeal for re- 
4 ligion and virtue ; by cen Hiring the libcrtinifrn of 
4 Dryden, and the (fuppofed) profanenefs of Pope.' 

Mr. Addifon appears to have had a great perfonal 
regard for Sir Richard Blackmore, and even Mr. 
Pope and our poetical Knight were upon terms of 
friendihip fo late as in the year 1714. This friend- 
fhip was firft broken by Sir Richard's accufing Mr. 
Pope of profanenefs and immorality, on a report from 
Curl, that he was Author of a 4 Traveftie on the 
4 firft Pfalm.' Had it not been for this, all the 
Knight's bad poetry would fcarcely have procured him 
a place in the Dunciad (*). Perhaps Sir Richard was 
blameable in taking the fact for granted on fo poor 
an authority as that of Curl. Whoever reads his cen- 
fure of Mr. Pope, will not wonder at the feverity of 
that eminent Poef s refentment. It was as follows : 
4 I cannot but here take notice, that one of thefe 

champions 


(29) Gibber's 
Lives of the Po- 
ets, Vol» v. p. 
178. 


(30) Life of 
KntlewelL, p. 
28. 


(31) Pref.p.23. 
4th cdit« 


(*) D uncombed 
Collection of 
Letters, Vol. i. 
p. lit, i«« 
127, ia8. 
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his Poem on Creation, and the excellency of his life,, ihould have procured him better 
ufage. And whatever might be the defeats of his cobdpofnions, he was juftly intitled 
to commendation for the morality of their tendency. He who labours to reform man- 
kind is more deferving of our efteem, than he who would corrupt them, whatever may 
be the powers of genius pofTelfed by the latter, or whatever reputation his wit may 
have procured him. The fafhion of the times, or the mutual jealoufies and animolities 
of contemporary Wits and Authors, may occafion great injuftice to be done to worthy 
men and ufeful writers. But time will generally, in a great degree, remove fuch pre- 
judices : and thofe who form an. impartial eftimate of the character and various pro* 
duitions of Blackmore, will acknowledge, that as a Writer, with all his faults, he had 
confiderable merit; that as & man, he was juftly intitled to great applaufe. For 
numerous as his enemies and opponents were, they feem to have been incapable of 
fixing the leaft imputation upon his character ; and thofe who perfonally knew him 
fpoke highly of his virtues. We think it an aft of juftice to endeavour to remove 
from a worthy man fome part of that load of obloquy with which his memory has been 
overwhelmed. A lift of fuch of his works as have not been already mentioned, will 
be found in the note [5]. ] T. 


(*) Sir Richard 

Blaclcmore's 
EiJuys, Vol. it, 
p. 270. 


* champions in vice is the reputed author of a deteft- 

* able paper, that has lately been handed about in 

* manufcript, and now appears in print, in which 

* the godlefs author has burlefqued the firft Pfalm of 

* Dauid in fo obfeene and profane a manner, that 
( perhaps no age ever faw fuch an infolent affront of- 
c fered to the eftablifhed religion of their country, 

* and this, good Heaven ! with impunity. A fad 

* demonftration this, of the low ebb to which the 

* Britiih virtue is reduced in thefe degenerate 
< times (*).' 

[S] A lift of fuch of his works as ha ve not been al- 
ready mentioned.'] They are the following : 

* Eliza, a Poem, in ten books, folio, 1705-' 

* The Redeemer, a Poem, in fix books, 8vo, 

* 1721.' 

* King Alfred, in twelve books, 8vo, 1723.* 

* Hiftory of the Confpiracy againft King William 

* the Third, 8vo, 1723/ 

* A Difcourfe on the Plague, with a preparatory 

* Account of malignant Fevers, in two parts ; con- 

* taining an Explication of the Nature of thofe Dif- 

* eafes, and the Methods of Cure, 8vo, 1720.' 

* A Treatife on the Small-pox, in two parts ; and 
■ a Di/Tertation upon the modern Practice of Inocu- 

* lation, 8vo, 1722.' 

* A Treatife on Confumptions, and other Diftem- 


• For the fi^?, 
in the text of 
this article, we 
are almoft en- 
tirety indebted 
to the obliging 
communications 
of the 1 ev.Dr, 
Gerard, Pro- 
fefor of Divi- 
nity, in the 
King s College, 
Aberdeen* 


' pers belonging to the Breaft and Lungs, 8vo, 

* A Treatife on the Spleen and Vapours, or hy- 
f pochondriacal and hyfterical Afreclions ; with three 

* Difcourfes on the Nature and Cure of the Cholic, 
c Melancholy, and Palfy, 8vo, 1725.' 

4 A Critical DifTertation upon the Spleen, 1725/ 
f Difcourfes on the Gout, Rheumatifm, and the 

< King's Evil, 8vo, 1726.' 

* DifTertations on a Dropfy, a Tympany, the 

* Jaundice, the Stone, and the Diabetes, 8vo, 1727/ 

* Juft Prejudices againft the Arian Hypothecs, 8vo, 

< 172c' 

1 Modern Arians unmaflted, 8vo, 1721.' 

' Natural Theology ; or moral Duties confidered 

* apart from pofitive : With fome Obfervations on 
€ the Defirablenefs and Neceffity of a fupernatural 
■ Revelation, 8vo, 1728.' 

1 The accomplifhed Preacher; or, An EfTay upon 
1 Divine Eloquence, 8vo, 1731/ This laft piece 
was publifhed after the author's death, in purfuance 
of his exprefs order, by the Rev. Mr. John White, 
of Nayland, in EfTex ; who attended Sir Richard 
during his laft illnefs, and bore teftimony to the ele- 
vated piety with which he prepared for his approach- 
ing diffolution (32).] 


(32) Clbber, 
ubifvprdy 
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[BLACKWELL (Thomas)*, an ingenious and very learned writer of the pre- 
fent century, was born on the 4th of Auguft, 1701, in the city of Aberdeen. His father, 
the Rev. Mr. Thomas Blackwell, was then one of the Minifters of that place [/tf ]. His 
mother's name was Johnfton, of a good family near Glafgow, and fifter to Dr. Johnfton, 
who was many years Profeflbr of Medicine in the univerfity of Glafgow. Our author 
received his grammatical education at the Grammar-fchool of Aberdeen, ftudied Greek 
and Philolbphy in the Marifchal college there, and took the degree of Mafter of Arts in 
1 71 8 ; which, as he was, at that time, only feventeen years of age, muft be regarded as a 
confiderable teftimony of his early proficiency in literature. A farther proof of it was his 
being prefented, on the a8th of November 1723, by his Majefty King George the Firft, to 
the Profefibrfhip of Greek, in the College in which he had been educated. He was 
admitted into this office on the 13th of December, in the fame year; and from thence 
forward continued to teach the Greek language with great applaufe. His knowledge of 
that language was accurate and extenfwe, and his manner of communicating it perfpi- 
cuous and engaging. He had a dignity of addrefs which commanded the attention of 
the ftudents, a iteadinefs in exa&ing the prefcribed exercifes which enforced application, 
and an enthufiafm for the beauties of the ancients, and utility of clafikal learning, 
which excited an ardor of ftudy, and contributed much to diffule a fpirit for Grecian 
erudition far fuperior to what had taken place before he was called to the Profefibrfhip. 
Together with his leffons in the Greek tongue, he gave, likewife, leflbns on fome of 
the Latin clafiics, chiefly with a view to infufe a relifli for their beauties. To his zeal 
and diligence in difcharging the duties of his ftation, it is probable that the world is, in 
part, indebted for fuch men as Campbell, Gerard, Reid, Beattie, Duncan, and the 
Fordyces, who have appeared with lb much eminence in the Republic of Letters. 


[J] His father, the Rev. Mr. Thomas Blackwell.'] 
Mr. Thomas Blackwell was firft the Minifter of the 
parifh of Paiiley, in Renfrewftiire, from whence he 
was removed, in the year 1700, to be one of the Mi- 
nifters of Aberdeen. He was afterwards elected Pro- 


feflbr of Divinity in the Marifchal college of that 
city, and, in 17 17, was prefented by his Majefty to 
be" Principal of the college. In both thefe offices he 
continued to his death, which happened in 1728. 

When 
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When the celebrated Dr. Berkeley was engaged in the fcheme of eftablifriing an Ame- 
rican univerfity in the Summer Iflands, Mr. Blackwell was in treaty with him for going Memoirs c 
out as one of his young profeflbrs ; but the negotiation did not take efFe£t(^). In t he courTof S ° 
173$, was publilhed, at London in ottavo, without the name of the bookfeller, and Augurs, vol. 
without his own name, our author's c Enquiry into the Life and Writings of Homer Ui p * 
[5] a work the great ingenuity and learning of which will be acknowledged by all . 

who 


[B] Enquiry into the Life 'and Writings of Homer J] 
We cannot, perhaps, give fo good an account of the 
general defign of this work as the author himfelf hath 
done, in the fixth of his Letters concerning Mytho- 
logy ; and which, therefore, we (hall lay before our 
readers. It fhould be remembered, in perufmg Dr. 
BlackwelPs delineation of his plan, that he does 
not fpeak in his own name. * Some time before the 

* Enquiry into the Life and Writings of Homer was 

* publilhed, a detached advertifement appeared in 

* feveral public places, containing, befides the title 
4 of the book, the fubjeils of the twelve fections of 

* which it confifts, and likewife fome fhort account 

* of their contents. One of thefe advertisements I 

* procured, after the piece came from the prefs, and 

* found it aflifted me not a little to comprehend the 

* defign and original plan of the whole. It runs 

* thus : 

" An Enquiry into the Life and Writings of Ho- 
*' mer. In twelve fections. 

" The book is properly an anfwer to this queftion : 
" By what fate, or difpofition of things it has hap- 
€t pened, that no poet has equalled him for upwards 
*' of two thoufand feven hundred years ; nor any, 
" that we know, ever furpaffed him before/' 

** Seel. I. An enquiry into Homer's country ; and 
" the Climate of that Country. 

M II. Into the public Manners of his Nation. 

" III. Into his Language : Origin of Languages ; 
" their Progrefs, and its Caufes. 

n IV. Into his Religion : Origin of the Grecian 
■« Rites 

" V. Into the Manners of the Times : ancient 
f< and modern Manners compared. 

M VI. Into the Influence of fuch a Conjuncture. 

4t VII. Into Homer's Education and Learning : 
*' Hiftory of Learning, and preceding Writers. 

" VIII. Into his Character, Employment, and 
M Manner of Life. 

" IX. His journey to Egypt: His Allegories. 

11 X. His vifiting Delphi : Rife of Oracles and 
91 Theology. 

*' XL His Converfe with the Phenicians : His 
** Miracles. 

*' XII. His Subject : The Trojan War, and Wan- 
*' derings of Ulyfles. 

* With a new heaiof Homer, and fixteen copper- 
1 plates done by the greateft mailers : As alfo a new 

* map of Greece, and of the countries known to the 

* ancient Greeks about the time of the Trojan war; 

* their ancient names, and firft inhabitants, with a 

* draught of the voyages of Menelaus and Ulyfles. 

* The whole book therefore is an attempt to re- 

* folve this fingle queftion, By what means did Ho- 
1 mer become a greater poet, than either any one, known 

* to us 9 ever nvas before him, or than any who has ap~ 

* feared Jtnce his time ? Or in other words, Why no 

* poem either formerly heard of or noiv extant, <was or 

* is comparable to the Iliad and Odyfley ? 

* In order to refolve it, you mult either afcribe 

* his fuperiority to a fupernatural divine a Alliance, 

* which many of the Ancients firmly believed, 

* though <we do not ; or, allowing him to have been 

* an ordinary man, you muft inquire into every 

* caufe, natural or accidental, that can po(fibly have 

* influence upon the human mind, towards forming 

* it to poetry and verfe. You muft confider the in- 

* fluence of education, of example, of fortune pilb- 

* lie and private upon the foul of man, and as you 

* go along you muft always compare their different 

* kinds, and apply them to the various correfpond- 

* ing branches of poetry. You muft trace that art 

* from its earlieft beginnings ; feparate its conftitu- 

* ent parts, language , manners, religion, fable, hiftory, 

* characlers, rythmus, meafure, and proper mythology. 
' You muft view and afcertain the. abftract nature of 
1 each of thefe parts, then trace its progrefs, and 

* compare that again with the age of Homer, and 


« inquire how he came to excel in it, and in what 

* refpects he does fo. To bring all thefe together, 

* and make them bear upon a Jingle point, was a talk 
4 infeparable from the anfwer of the queftion. A 

* queftion which you fee muft neceflarily include a 

* furprizing number of different refearches into the 

* nature and origin offclion, and its connexion with 

* the various, indeed almoft infinite turns of life and 
f learning. 

* Now, my lively friend ! you have the clew of 
1 the book in your power ; give me leave to infinu- 
' ate, that it will prove ufeful only in proportion to 
' the care and attention with which you ufe it. If 

* you confider it merely as an amufing, curious fpe- 

* culation, it will juft ferve to amufe you a little, 

* for the prefent, and then evanifh : But if after 
' fully comprehending the plan, you will fit down 

* and compare it attentively with the feveral fections 
f of the Enquiry, and ftrictly examine whether each 
1 fection makes out the particular point it was meant 
' to prove, and how that point ftands connected 
c with the general defign, in that cafe the plan will 

* effectually rid you of that feet ing notion of the fub- 
c ject of which you formerly complained, I experi- 

* enced the fame thing the firft time I perufed the 

* book. While impatience and curiofity hurried me 

* on through the various fcenes of antiquity from 

* the firft barbarous Hate of wretched mortals, to 
1 their gradual improvement by arts and laws and' 

* learning, I quickly loft the idea of the preceding 
1 fection, and would have found it very difficult to 

* have recollected the thread of the fubjects when I 
c had done. But after I had read the book over and 

* over, and had confidered the order and ftriclnefs 
€ of the inveftigation, I began to attribute that flip- 
' pery elufive quality to two caufes. Firft I fufpected 

* the author had been at pains to cover the regularity 

* of his model, and purpofely effaced every appcar- 
1 ance of form ; avoiding thofe divifions, fubdivi- 
4 fions and repetitions which afford artificial helps to 
4 the memory, but ftiffen a treatiie like an old fer- 
1 mon. This method leaves the work to your own 

* judgment, and depends folely upon the fenfe and 

* capacity of the reader. The other is the carelefs 

■ familiar manner in which thefe abftrufe fubjects 

* are treated. You find nothing to Hop you, if vent 

* do not Hop yourfelf ; no uncouth terms or fcho- 

* laftic phrafes : A fucceflion of new ideas is ever 
c paffing before you, and fome of the moll rugged 

* materials in learning are handled with that fami- 

* liar eafe and plain nefs of fpeeeh, as makes you 
1 forget their nature, and glide over thefe thorny 

* fields, where the critics have fo often tore them- 
1 felves, with un fufpected fecurity. But, as I faid, 

* in proportion to our negligence and hafte, muft of 

* neceflity be the flipperinefs of our retention. The 

* folideft bodies, as they take the fineft polifti, are 

■ likewife the moll ticklifli to handle: You mult 

* poife well and grafp fir in, ere you have a fure hold, 
( and be careful how you fhift hands, left they flip 
' from between them. Moft people read books as 
f children vifit a flower-garden : They amufe them- 

* felves with this or t'other gaudy knot ; the colour 
' calls their eye from one border to another ; the 

* fight of the prefent banifhes the laft. It is the 

* man of real tafte, who takes in the flower and 
1 other gardens at one view, who conliders the call 

* of the grounds, the crofting lines, the difpofition 

* of the walks, the arrangement of the trees, and 

* the conveniency of the fhades and arbours, the 

* propriety of the ftatues, and perceives the fyrn- 

f metry refulting from the whole (1)." In the above * - ?Wff rrn . 
account, notice is taken of the reader's being likely, ceri»ing4tfytt>& 
in perufing the book, to lofe the idea of the preced- bgy, p. 35—^0. 
ing fettion, and to find a difficulty in recollecting the 
thread of the fubject when he had done. This, v c 
apprehend, was objected to the work, on its firft ap- 
pearance ; and there is a traditional ftory to that pur- 
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who have perufcd it. It was einbellifhed with plates; defigned by Gravelot; and exe- 
cuted by different engravers. This we apprehend to be the beft efteemed, and it is, in our 
opinion, the moil; valuable, of Mr. Blackwell's performances. The fecond edition ap- 
peared in 1736 ; and, not long after, he publifhed < Proofs of the Enquiry into Homer's 
c Life and Writings, tranflated into Englifh : being a Key to the Enquiry ; with a cii- 
c rious Frontifpiece.' This was a tranllation.of the numerous Greek, Latin, Spanifh, 
Italian, and French notes which had been fubjoined to the original work. In 1748, 
came out, in London, f Letters concerning Mythology [C]/ in a large odlavo, but 

without 
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pofe concerning the author and Dr. Bentley. It is 
laid that Mr. Blackwell, foon after the publication 
of his Enquiry, being at Cambridge, paid a vifit to 
Dr. Bentley, and the dilcourfe turning upon the 
book, the Doctor, being afked his opinion of it, an- 
fwered ; 4 That, when he had gone through half of 

* it, he had forgotten the beginning ; and that, 

* when he had finifhed the reading of it, he had for- 

* gotten the whole.' From the very turn of lan- 
guage in the preceding extract, we are difpofed to 
think that there was fome truth in this ftory : It is 
certain, at leait, that a fimilar objection had been 
ftarted by others, if not by Dr. Bentley. But what- 
ever force there may be in this objection ; whether it 
beweli founded, or there is only an apparent and not 
a real want of method, as the author hath endeavour- 
ed with confiderablc plaufibility and fuccefs, to fhew; 
there can be no doubt but that the work itfelf has 
great merit. It is a curious, ingenious, and very 
learned investigation of the caufes which contributed 
to Homer's unrivalled excellence ; and, without 
being anfwcrable for every particular fentiment, we 
may venture to afiert that it is a fine, a mafterly, and 
an ufeful piece of criticifm. 

[C] Letters concerning Mythology .] This is a work 
of much erudition and fancy, and contains many en r 
tertaining details. The author, in part of a letter 
prefixed to it, and addrefled to Sir Everard Fawke- 
ner, thus exprefTes himfelf concerning his general de- 
fign. * But is it poffible the hurry of a court, and 
4 the duty of two fuch places, mould leave you a mo- 

* merit's leifure to bellow upon literature ? If they 

* do, may this come to your hands at the lucky hour, 

* when, di fen gaged and eafy, you can afford to liften 

* to the old ftory I am going to tell you ; " That 
" fable was the Jirjl form in which religion, lauo and 
*' pbilofophy (united originally) appeared in the 
tf world ; that the ancient fables, as we now read 
<e and underltand them, convey no fuch knowledge : 
u that confequently they are not underjlood : that 
*' therefore learned men have had recourfe to feveral 
" ingenious but claming fchemes to explain them ; 
" while fome will have all the Gods of antiquity to be 
4t deified heroes , fome to be Jetvijh patriarchs; 
" others, to be the firft Egyptian Kings ; others, to 
** be emblematical figures , like fign-pofls, in the 
" fame country ; and a late well-meaning writer has 
44 even difcovered them to be types of our modern di- 
" vinity." * To decypher then thefe obfeure re- 

* mains, and trace this loft dream of ancient wifdom 
4 to its real fource, is the aim of the following let- 

* ters.' As the work, though written with one prin- 
cipal view, is very mifceilaneous, not to fay desul- 
tory, it would be impolTible to give a regular analyfis 
of it without running to a great length. Some of our 
readers, however, may, perhaps, not be difpleafed 
with feeing a fketch of its intention, in the table of 
contents prefixed to the volume. 

* Letter I. EXTREMES in admiring and defpifing 

* the Ancients. 

* II- Birth and Picture of Love, from Plato. 

* III. Head of Homer— Locks of great Poets, an- 
< cient and modern. 

* IV. Caricatures of Faces, and correfponding 

* Characlers. 

* V. Foundation of Phyfwgnomy, from Arifotle, 
i Polemo, Plot inns, and the finer Arts. 

* VI. View of the Plan of the Enquiry into Ho- 

* mer's Life. 

* VII. Explication of the Plate prefixed to the firft 

* Section of it. Added— The Speech of an Egyptian 

* Prieft concerning the Creation of the World. 

* VIII. Explication of the Plate prefixed to the 

* fecond Section. Added— A Tranflation of Or- 
1 pbeus's Hymn to Pan, as a Proof that the ancient 
1 Gods were not Psrfons. 

Vol. II. 


' IX. Mythology, what? Her magic Robe, 
* enchanted Chariot, and Retinue. 

■ X. Compend of Hefiod's Theocony. Namei 
of the Gods, Phenician or Chaldean. Dr. T. Bur- 
net's Mythology. Strap's, Hippocrates *s, and 
the Arab's. 

4 XI. Duclility of Fable. More Pictures of 
Cupid. The Orphic Egg. 

c XII. Veftiges of Divinity in the Creation. PhU 
lofophical Creed of Pherecydes of Syros. farms 
defcribed by Ovid. Jupiter and fu?io, by Dr. 
Berkeley. 

< XIII. Virtue Happinefs, and Vice Mifir\. 
Pleafure and Pain when only fcparable. 
' XIV. Appeal from Homer. Orphic Hymns ge- 
nuine. Sources of Corruption in Mythology. 
Rife of Religion from Arijiotk. Regulation of it 
by Plato. 

* XV. Mythology fignlficnnt and intelligible* 
Character of Porphyry and Jumblichus. Rife and 
Lofs of holy Rites. No human inftitiuions permanent. 

* XVI. Eu heme rus's new Theology. Latter 
Platonijls. Abbe Banier led aftray by a Greek W ord : 
by the Bilhop of Meaux. Iaconii(tency of the 
Bilhop. Reading the Fathers infectious. Zealous 
Euhemerijls. Mythology irreJu.ible to one Plan. 
Slippery Reafoning from Rrfemblances. Mcfes and 
Bacchus. Mofes and Romulus. Samfon's Feats alle- 
gorized. Silenus tortured by Bochart and Fourmont. 
Dr. T. Burnet's typical Temples. The Gods 
ranged into three ChfTes. Varro and Plutarch but 
middling Divines. Euthyphro, a conceited Bigot, 
characterized by Plato. 

* XVII. Abuse of Mythology. Origin of 
Idolatry. Admiration of the heavenly Bodies. R. 
Mofes Ben Maim on. Job. .W^r-Worfhip, en- 
ticing. Over all the Earth. Sun's oriental Names. 
The Cabir or Mighty Gods in Samothrace and 
Lemnos. Their Origin traced from Egypt, and 
their myftic Names Axieros, Axiokersos, Ax- 
iokersa, Kadmilus, truly derived. 

* Use of FAB L E. Firlt Garb of Wifdom : ne- 
ceflary in Politics ; Triumphs in Theology ; crept 
even into Hijlory. Poetry iplit from Philofophy and 
Leg If at ion ; coal e feed with tha Priefi : His Speech 
of the Ufe of holy Rites : of Fable in moral Philo- 
fophy : in natural. M. Leibnitz, and M. Bet'nier 
compared with a Mytholcgifi . 

* Translations always lame. Pleafant Inftance 
from the CORAN. A great King melted by hear- 
ing it read. Its fublime Doctrine concerning the 
Deity. Plate's of a Future State. No found Phi- 
lofophy without a God and his Providence. 

* XVIII. Real Opinions of the Ancients from 
SANCHONIATHON. Je<wijh Natural Philofophy 
and Metaphyfics. Lord Verulams pious Advice : 
Complied with by great and gocd Men. Transla- 
tion of Sanchoniathons Fragment, with Notes, 
and the Phenician Names explained. Records kept 
at Memphis, Babylon, Jerufalem and Tyre. Whether 
it be advantageous to a pure Religion, to find many 
Refemblances to it in a falfe one ? 

■ XIX. A Circle, or SucceJJion of Religion. An- 
cient Purity. Z a B 1 a n s . Mohammed, and the firft 
Khalifs. Zabian Creed. . Me/chizedec, Job and his 
Friends, Jethro, and Balaam, worfhip one God. 
Egyptians, Babylonians, Perfans. Oriental Wif- 
dom. The Prophet Ifaiah explained. Star- Wor- 
fhip. Myftic Shrines. Origin of our Week, and 
Names of the Days : of the Chy milt's Names of 
Metals, Amazing Stupidity of the Jews : their 
Idolatry : their General JoJhua y s Speech explained. 
Affinity of the Zabian and Platonic Doctrine. Dia- 
tima, Soerates's Inftructrefs. Origin of the Belief 
of Spirits. The famou ; Post el, a carbolic Apoftle. 

x R ' PHI- 


33» 


BLACKWELL. 

without the bookfeller's name ; though, we believe, Mr. Andrew Millar, of the Strand, 
was the publifher of it, as Mr. James Ofwald, of the Poultry, had been of the En- 
quiry 


(2) Letters con- 
cerning Mytho- 
logy, p.409— 
411. 


■ PHIL OS OPHT evinces a First Cause, and a 

* Providence. 

4 The Creation of the World by God from the 7J- 
s mtcus of Plato. 

* Final Judgment concerning the ancient Mytho- 

1 LOGY.' 

Still farther to explain our author's purpofe, wc 
mall add the conclufion of his laft letter. 

* The CIRCLE, My Friend/ is drawn ; my pro- 
mife is fulfilled ; the opinions of the Ancients con- 
cerning the rife and government of the world, are 
faithfully fet before you. You have, in the gene- 
ral plan of Mythology, firft the grand key, " That 

the powers producing, and parts compofing the 
univerfe, were their greateft Gods 1 and then 
the out -lines directing to the peculiar nature of their 
feveral deities. Should we defcend lower, and in- 
quire into all their attributes, rites, and opera- 
tions, the detail would be endlefs, and not very fa- 
tisfactory. Who can pretend to afcertain the par- 
ticular afpeel of things, that pleafing proportion, or 
fafcinating /pedes, that every fpeculative man, of a 
different country and character, took for a view of 
the divinity ? Lefs ftill can we be abfolutely fure of 
their fymbols and ceremonies, depending upon the 
deep-laid defigns of a prieft, or the heated imagi- 
nation of a poet. The minute application mult 
be therefore left, as religion was, of old, to every 
one's own particular turn and extent of capacity. 

* Nature is full of wonders; — her operations are 
marvellous ; her proportions divine ; their effects 
are finking and powerful ; and the finer the ge- 
nius, —the wider the understanding, the more lively 
are the fenfations of her filent beauties. But ac- 
cording to the infinite varieties of the human mind, 
both as different in itfeif, and more diverfified by 
the various modes of education, climate, accidents. 
and train of life, fo different are our conceptions of 
nature, and of the powers and connexions that in- 
fluence mankind. 

* Now, time was when each of thefe powers, and 
every type and refemblance of them, was deified ; 
when their mutual dependencies, fympathies, anti- 
pathies, and chief operations, figured either as Heps 
of a pedigree in the genealogy of the Gods; or as 
war in heaven, — plots and counter-plots among the 
jarring deities, which were fometimes amicably ad- 
jufted, and fometimes ended in fuch fatal cataftro- 
phies as caftrations, ufurpations, and imprifon- 
ment ;— not told alike in every nation but dif- 
ferently, as the caufes above mentioned made them 
ilrike differently upon the mind of the patriarch, 
prieft, or lawgiver, that modelled the infant- ft ate : 
While above them all, 

* The poet's eye, in a fine frenzy rolling, 

* Did glance from heaven to earth, from earth to 

4 heaven ; 

* And as imagination bodied forth 

* The forms of things unknown, the poet's pen 

* Turn 1 d them to Jhape, and gave to airy Nothing 
€ A local habitation and a name (2).' 

As an inftance of the moral purpofes to which Dr. 
Blackwell applies his fpeculations, we fliall tranfcrlhe 
part of hrs 13 th letter. * Inattentive people, efpecially 

* the mifcalled men of pleafure (the m cere ft drudges 

* of the human race) by living fome time in this way, 

* come at laft to think every thing decent and lawful 

* that fuits their inclinations : While they are in a 
4 career of diverfions, they really look upon honour, 
c integrity, and virtue as empty infignificant founds. 

Virtu tern Verba put ant, ut Lucum Ligna — 

1 So indeed they are to thofe who have no feeling of 

* the things ; fuch perfons receive much the fame bc- 
' neflt from all that can be faid in commendation of 

* worth and wifdom, as the late ferenc Dauphin of 

* France did from all the elaborate editions of the 

* daffies publifhed for his ufe. To them I would 
f only recommend to go more thorovuly to work, and 

* if the joys they purfue be genuine, to devote thern- 
' fclves wholly to them. They are but puny Marveling 
r rakes in comparifon of fome of their predeceflbrs. I 

* remember to have read of a celebrated debauchee 


among the ancients, the bufinefs of whofe day it 
was, to get drunk at night. This wife and ingenious 
perfon (for fo to be fure he thought himfelf) pre- 
pared for the evening campaign with great addrefs 
and affiduity. He flept long, eat delicately, rubbed, 
bathed, aired and walked, juft as much as would 
beft befit him for the dear fatigue of being drunk. 
When that grand point was attained, like a man 
of fpirit, who had acted his part with dignity, and 
fully reached the purpofe of life, he ordered his 
fervants every evening to lay him on a magnificent 
couelp, and carry him in proceffion with decent fu- 
neral-pomp from his falon through a Ante of rooms 
to his bed-chamber, calling out triumphantly all 
the way, BFBinKE — BEBIUKE, He hath lived, he 
hath lived ; the form of funeral fervice for the dead. 
* Serioufly, my friend, intemperance, or vice of 
any fpecies is but a field y inconfiftent thing ; and 
we are obliged to make great allowances to be able 
to bear with it. You hate the whole, and you both 
hate and contemn the half-knave : a man who fal- 
fifies his word, who eludes his promifes, muffles in 
his anfwers, or fwerves in his dealings, draws your 
averfion ; and moft juftly. But why hate by 
halves ? — why cenfure one vice feverely and connive 
at another? Be confiftent in your judgment and 
liking : Love not the private eafy companion in the 
public mercenary traitor; nor approve the pretended 
patriot, be he ever fo flaming, in the private im- 
moral profligate. I do not fay that what is good in 
a vicious character is not to be approved ; nor deny 
but that the fame character may in different refpecls 
be virtuous and vicious ; much lefs do I embrace 
the ftoical paradox, that all vices are equally per- 
nicious and criminal : But 1 lay it down as a facred 
maxim, that every man is wretched in proportion to 
his vices ; and affirm the nobleft ornament of a 
young generous mind, and the fureft fource of plea.- 
fure, profit and reputation, in life, to be an unre- 
ferved acceptance of virtue. Take the lovely guell 
but once into your bofom, refolve firictly and ilea- 
dily to follow her dictates, fhewili diftufe a joy and 
ferenity through your foul, a confidence and cou- 
rage through your fpeech and conduct, fuch as no 
corrupt heart ever felt, or guilty hand put in exe- 
cution. This refpeds the important parts of life; 
as to the pleafant, they follow their betters. The 
fweeteft ingredient in mirth is innocence ; it height- 
ens and refines the humour, and doubles the relifh 
of every enjoyment. I have feen many bad meu 
brutally merry ; but never one of them quite open, 
eafy, and unchecked in his mirth. That abfolute 
ferenity, that fupreme eafe is the fole gift of virtue. 
To her c ho fen alone, fhe gives to tafte gaiety and 
pleafure unmixed ; to drink of the pure ftream that 
flows fpontaneous from confeious worth, and bene- 
ficence to men : To all others it is darned and im- 
bittered in proportion to the crookednefs of their 
minds, inhumanity of their tempers, and intempe- 
rance of their lives. 

€ Shall I wrong you in fuppofing you apprehenflve 
of fuch a ftrict reftlution, as if it would lead you 
into thorny paths, or confine you to a narrow track, 
full of fcruples and peevifhnefs ? Trull: me, it wilj 
not. On the contrary, Ifrfdom's ways are ways of 
pleafantnefs, and all her paths are peace. The pecu- 
liar felicity of fuch a temper of mind, owing beyond 
con trover fy to our divine original frame, is the fim- 
plicity of its directory. You need no intricate fyf- 
tems, nor abftrufe ambiguous rules to lead you the 
road of happinefs : One plain principle will prove 
an unerring guide in this flowery path, for ever 
ftrewed with frefti contentment and unrepented plea- 
fure. Would you be exempt from uneaftnefs j 
no one thing you know, or but fufpeel to be wrong . 
Would you enjoy the pureft pleafure ; do every thing 
in your power you are convinced is right. A little at- 
tention to the inward monitor we lamely call Con- 
fidence, will difcover him to be your beft friend* 
faithful and true ; fond and forward to do gOv>d, 
while he mufl be dragged reluctant even to doubt- 
ful evil : for to approve of it open and undifguifed, 
neither the fongs of the Sirens could ever allure, nor 
the tortures of tyrants ever compel him. No fooner 

■ doe5 


BLACK WELL. 

quiry into the Life of Homer. On the feventh of October, in the fame year, our au- 
thor was appointed, by his late Majesty, King George the Second, to be Principal of the 
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docs the fpecies of any conduct, or idea of any one 
action ftrike upon the underftanding, than it is im- 
mediately remitted to this incorrupt judge, who 
tranfmits it to the will brightened with his appro- 
bation or blackened with his diflike ; and if the in- 
ward oeconomy be found, it is put in execution as 
good, or rejected as bafe, according to the mark of 
his fovereign controul. Deceived he may be in 
particular inftances, when falfehood is prefented to 
him in the garb of truth ; but bribed or biafled he 
never can, from the general rectitude of his inten- 
tion, fingly to promote the welfare of men, bf 
afluring them, nay by making them feel that their 
happinefs depends upon their acquitting themfelves 
fully and fairly of the duties of humanity. How 
often have you heard it faid of a private gentleman, 
He '-would not do an ill thing for the world ? Glorious 
character ! and I hope more frequent than is com- 
monly believed a character to be courted, or to 

fay it better, deferred by every man who wifties to 
live happily ; and to tafle genuine pleafure. 
4 Could my friend now take one other ftep with me ? 
I know he can and fain would, I aflure myfelf he will. 
If the happinefs of our lives depend upon our obe- 
dience to this home-cenfor lodged in every man's 
breaft, it mud needs increafe in proportion to our 
attention to his dictates, and diminifh according to 
our negligence. What a thought is there ? what a 
fund of uncloying pleafure pointed out to a noble 
youth in the bloom of life, as yet untainted with 
vice and fond of real fame ? To live without re- 
in or fe, in blifsful ignorance of inward pangs, we 
mull do no one thing we but fufpect to be wrong : 
to be truly happy, we mull do whatever we believe 
to be right: But would you exalt and refine this 
happinefs, you mult be at pains to examine what is 
right, and at pains to put it in execution. Startle 
not at the word ; for in exact proportion to your 
pains will be your pleafure. In the ordinary oc- 
currences of life, fuch a conduct will procure you 
peace and plenty at home, and refpeft and confi- 
dence abroad ; but in public ftations it leads to the 
higher! pitch of human felicity, and puts the man 
who honeftly aims at it in the direct road to heroifm 
and immortality (3).' How happy is it when emi- 
nent talents are converted to fuch valuable ends ? On 
the contrary, nothing can be more hateful than when 
fimilar talents are rendered the inftruments of feduc- 
tion and vice. A ftriking picture of this kind is given 
us by a late author, in a character which he hath 
drawn, in a * dream concerning pleafure/ 

4 The la It figure whom I faw in my nocturnal vifion 

* in the palace of Pleafure , was a pretty Angular one. 
4 It was a fpruce lively old fpark, who had withal 
1 fomcthing ftifF and formal in his mien, and affected 

* a certain itatelinefs of afp?cl and manner, which 

* be (poke no ordinary conceit of his own merit. He 

* advanced to the Goddefs with an air of confidence 

* and felf-applaufc, and fimpering to her with a 
4 courtly grin, with head and arm up-lifted, he 
1 opened his mouth, like one who had fomething of 

* importance to utter. 

4i You fee, Madam, a perfon who pretends to 
•* fupport his title to your favour by no vulgar claims. 
46 For I always difdained th€ route which the rabble 
44 take, and equally afpire at pleafure, and at glory, 
* 4 by Angularity . I fcorn to think, fpeak, or even 
44 eat, like the vulgar, and confidering how moft 
c * things are murdered by the auk ward nefs of the ge- 
ic neraiity, I give a lultre and dignity to the moll: 
44 trite fentiments and actions, by my manner of pro- 
44 nouncin^ or performing them. Therefore as foon 
" as 1 became acquainted with your divinity, I lifted 
IC myfelf in your fervice, and refolved to facrifice the 
r< choiceft victims on your altars. But then I ftudied 
u a more elegant kind of worfhip, and bowed not to 
14 the groffer image under which you have been often 
r f reprefented, but to that augufter form, under 
" which you appear to your votarieg of a correct and 
iC elaborate fancy. My early acquaintance with men 
" and books, improved my natural fagacity into the 
:i prettier! tafte, and taught me to extract the very 
1 flower and quintette nee of pleafure, which was 

* wonderfully heightened by my delicate ✓manner of 


enjoying it. I foon fingled out the ladies as your 
prime favourites and minifters, and made my court 
to them, merely to do homage to you. I did it, 
Madam, in an uncommon manner. For I was 
governed by tafe, not by inftincl, and wanted to 
refine what was grofs, and quicken the infipid in 
enjoyment, by the high feafoning I prepared for 
it. And therefore, though I meant chiefly to enjoy 
the perfon, I fought in the firft place to engage the 
heart to be of the party, and to inflame the paf- 
fions, that the tranfports might be mutual and ar- 
dent. To accomplim this with the more refined 
policy, I covered my defigns with the faircft mafque 
of friendship, and profefied a fondnefs for their 
company and acquaintance, merely to form their 
tafte, and give a prettier polim to their manners. — 
I aggravated the merit of thofe hours I fpent with 
them, from the rarenefs of thofe I bellowed elfe- 

where, fent them now and then a few tender 

lines and billets-doux, chiefly in praife of their wit, 
their good tafte, and amiable deportment, with, 
fome flight glances only on their perfonal advan- 
tages. To beguile the more eaiily, I wore a per- 
petual fmile, and framed my face to all occafions. I 
knew how ungainly a fight undifguifed love is, 
efpecially to thofe innocent fcrupulous creatures t 
therefore I hid what was deformed from view, c r 
elfe covered it over with the Ihew of fome virtue. 
I talked much to them of honour, contempt of 
vulgar prejudices, unreferved confidence, difinte* 
relied attachment — in fpired them with the higheft 
notions of friendfhip between the fexes, without 
any farther views, and as a thing quite diflinct 
from love and courtfhip. — To make them fvvallow 
this tale the more eafily, I profefled a regard to 
their perfon s, merely as they were picture* of the 
lovely inhabitant within ; and if I praifed a parti- 
cular feature or air, it Was only becaufe in them 
fhone out fuch modefty, gentlenefs, and fenfibility 
to every foft and endearing imprcflion ; — I told 
them that to brighten fuch qualities was my higher! 
ambition, — that I expected no other return for my 
fervices, than the pleafure of a more refined friend- 
fhip. — Mean while, to fupply the natural warmth 
of the fex with proper fuel, I put books of gal- 
lantry, and of a free pleafurable caft, into their 
hands, fuch as I thought the fnteft to foften and 
inflate them ; — I began now to ufe more freedom 
in commending their perfons, and ufed warm and 
tender defcriptions of their fhape, their mouth, the 
fenfibility of their manners, from which one might 
form the moft agreeable prejudices in their favour. 

— I taught them that Nature gave nothing in vain 

— that civil forms, and vulgar names and cuiloms, 
were only folemn ceremonies to am ufe the formal, 
or check the licentious, but were never defigned to 
give law to the mutual ardors of friendfhip. — I 
complimented them with the Angular merit of hav- 
ing firft fubdued fo infenfible and ftubborn an heart 
as mine, which ufed to defpife fubjection to female 
fway ; and began to talk to them in more paflion- 
ate flrains. — Having thus taught them to meafure 
friendfhip by the freer ftandard of nature, and re- 
fined their tafte above vulgar prejudices, I wound 
them up to the higheft pitch of paflion ; which 
paved the way for an eaiy conqueft over the re- 
maining fcruples of modefty and fhame. For art- 
fully dawbing what was criminal in the laft indul- 
gence, with the fpecious names of heroic friend- 
fhip, confidence in one's honour and conftancy, and 
reciprocal tendernefs, I chofe the tender minute, 
when the pretty creatures were ready to figh out 
their fouls in fondnefs and pafTion, and rifled them 
of what they are pleafed to call their honour. Now 
the fondlings were fo deeply ri vetted in paflion, 
that they gloried more in the title of a female friend, 
than others do in the ftale one of a wife. - How- 
ever, I foon grew tired of the dull repetition of 
pleafure with the fame objects, and began to be 
diilurbed with their little jealoufies, paffionate ca- 
prices and inquietudes but not daring to raife a 
devil which would not be eafily laid, I retreated 
with great caution and referve, — and told them it 
was in vain to talk of marriage, fincc circumftances 
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Marifchal college in Aberdeen/ and was admitted to the office on the 9th of November 
Following. He° continued, alio, ProfeiTor of Greek till his death. He is the only 
Laymanwho hath ever been appointed Principal of that college, fince die patronage 
came to the Crown, by the forfeiture of the Marifchal family, in 1716 ; all the other 
Principals having been Minifters of the eftablifhed Church of Scotland. When Robert 
and Andrew Foulis, printers at Glafgow, intended to publifh an edition of Plato, Mr. 
Blackwell propofed to furnifh them with feveral critical notes for it, together with an 
account of Plato's Life and Philofophy : but the printers not acceding to the terms 
which he demanded for this afii fiance, he promifed, by an advertifement in 1751, him- 
felf to give an edition of Plato. His defign, however, was not carried into execution ; 
nor did it appear, from any thing found among his papers after his death, that he had 
made any confiderable progrefs in the undertaking. On the third of March, 1752, he 
took the degree of Doftor of Laws. In the following year, appeared the firft volume 
of his c Memoirs of the Court of Auguftus/ in quarto. The fecond volume came out 
in 1755; and the third, which was pofthumous, and left incomplete by the author, 
was fitted for the prefs by John Mills, Eiqj and publifhed in 1764. At the fame time, 
was publifhed the third edition of the two former volumes [D]. This is a proof of the 


" would not permit us to live in that elegant pretty 
** manner which we both wiflied and were formed for, 
04 —that therefore prudence required greater diftance 
M and referve than formerly, - I wrote feldom,— my 
" vifits were few, and I treated them with more cold 
" nefs and freedom, — till at length I abandoned them 
to the ungovernable pailions, jealoufy and defpair. 
iX But while I was gradually retreating from them, I 
" was meditating, Madam, and training up frelh 
44 victims for your altars ; and being well accom- 
" plifhed in love-wiles, by leng experience and prac- 
**' tice, I became fuch an adept in gallantry and po- 
* c Jite diflimulation, that few efcaped the fnare I laid 
" for them. Thus unwearied have I been, Goddefs, 
<c to fatisfy my boundlefs paflion fcr you ; and 
" though many may have added more votaries, yet 
4k none ever added fuch faithful, fighing, paflion ate 
" ones to your train. In this triumphant courfe of 
*' indulgence I have fpent now many years, and 
" have (thanks to your divinity) got the better of all 
•* thofe idle fcruplcs which ufed to teaze me now and 
" then in my cooler moods ; fo that there is not a 
" ftep of my pall conduct, which I cannot juftify by 
*' the ftrioteft maxims of delicacy, and a fine tafte ; — 
lt but alas ! Madam, my arts are grown fo ftale, that 
*' all fee through them, and moft girls Ihun me as 
" they would do the d— 1 (4)." 

[D] The third edition of the two former vclumes.] 
The firft volume, which is addrefled to the late right 
honourable Henry Pelham, Efq; contains, T. The 
Rife c f Rome, or a Deduction of the Caufes that raifed 
her Citizens to be the Lords of the World. II. The 
Plan of the Confulai* Government— compared with 
the Britilh Conftitution. III. The Fall of Rome, 
or the Steps traced by which me firft degenerated, and 
finally loft her Liberty. IV. The firft Part of the 
Life of Auguftus, from his entering into Affairs after 
the Death of Julius Csefar, until the Extinction of Li- 
berty, and Settlement of the Triumvirate. The 2d 
volume contains, V. The State of the Empire after 
the Profcription. The Reduction of Rhodes by Caius 
Caflius. The Conqueftof the Lycian Cantons by M. 
Brutus. V I. War in Afric : Phenician Antiquities : 
Cornifirius and Varro. Picture of Rome under the 
Triumvirs : Hortenfia and the Ladies : Cxlar de- 
feated at Sea. VII*. March from Afia. Firft Battle 
at Philippi : Death of Caflius. Second Battle of 
Philippi : Death of Brutus : Extinction of Liberty. 
Killing of Cajfar canvafled. VIII. State of the Eaft : 
Antony's Way of Life : Corporation of Players. State 
of Italy : Casfar's Sicknefs : Veterans. Mutiny. 
Fulvia and L. Antony : Siege of Perugia : Maflacres. 
Antony and Cleopatra at Tarfus : His Poet Boethus. 
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Submiflion of Domitian Enobarbus ; 
difi. Love- Adventures — Marriages - Peace of Mi- 
feno. Herod the Great's Story : Parthian Antiqui- 
ties : Ventidius's Victories. Cxfar's Miniltry : Vir- 
gil and Horace brought to Court : Arcius and Athe- 
nedore Philofophers r their important Services. JX. 
Sicilian War - Shfpwrecks - Sea-fights- C a; fat's Dif- 
trefs. Defeat and Death of Sextus Pompey. 
Lepidus divefted : Change of Meafures, and Be- 
ginning of Cxfar's mild Adminiitration, Of the 
third volume, only 144 pages were printed off when 
Dr. Blackwell died. The papers which were left by 
him, and which contained, in general, littt; more 


good 

than loofe leaves, detached notes, memorandums, 
and very often nothing but bare hints of things in- 
tended to be faid, being put into the hands of John 
Mills, Efq; that gentleman completed the whole. 
The contents of the third volume are, X. State of 
rhe Eaft. Story of Herod the Great continued. 
Parthian Expedition under M. Antony. Octavia's 
hard Fate. — Cleopatra's unbounded Sway. XI. Life 
of the ancient Romans. Roman Literature. Stage 
Plays. — Andronicus— Ennius — Nevius, Sec. Poe- 
try. Horace— PerP.us — Juvenal. Poetafters. — 

Tigellius — Bavius — Mamus, &c. XII. Dalmatian 
War.— Siege of Metulo. Virgil's celebrated Birth- 
day Ode, Pollio.— Sybilline Prophecy. Campaign 
upon the Danube — The Dalmatians reduced — 
Segefte, Metulo, Sifkia, Promona, taken.— The 
Tranfalpine Tribes reduced. Herod the Great, his 
Story continued. Antony and Cleopatra at Alex- 
andria. War declared againft Cleopatra. — Antony 
divefted of all Employment under the Republic. 
Battle of A ctium. — Flight of Cleopatra and An- 
tony. XIII. Antony and Cleopatra engage to die 
together. Octavius in Afia. — Continuation of the 
Story of Herod the Great. Treachery of Cleopa- 
tra.— Her Death, and that of Antony. Egypt 
conquered, and made a Roman Province. — Affairs 
of the Parthians. Octavius fole Mafter of the Ro- 
man Empire. — Becomes a different Man. — Receives 

the Appellation of Auguftus. Studies the Hap- 

pinefs of the People. End of the Republic. XIV. 
Octavius receives the Title of Auguftus. Gaul 

fettled. Spain reduced. Marriage of Marcellus 

and Julia. Auguftus dangeroufly "ill, — Gives his 

Ring to Agrippa.— Difcontent of Marcellus. 

Agrippa removed from Court. — Death of Marcel- 
lus. Grief of his Mother Octavia. Auguftus 

becomes a moft excellent Prince, . and is defervedly 

beloved. But Confpiracies are formed againft 

him. Makes Agrippa^ his Son-in-Law ; and Col- 
logue in the Tribunician Power. Signal Virtues 
and Greatnefs of Soul of Agrippa. Death of Vir- 
gil. Character of his and of Horace's Writings. 

The Senate reformed. Salutary Laws enacted. 

Luxury of the Romans — Hortenfius — Apicius— P. 
Vedius Pollio. Birth of Caius and Lucius Cscfars 
— Campaigns and Deafh of Drufus. Victories and 

Rife of Tiberius. Gaul and Germany pacified. 

The Temple of Janus clofed. XV. Auguftus ten- 
derly and defervedly beloved by the Romans. 1 
Receives the noble Title of Father of his Country. 

Death of Octavia -of M.ecenas— of Horace. — 

Maecenas juftly immortalized by his Protection of 
Learning. Academies Stoics and Epicu- 
reans. Elevation of Caius and Lucius Cxfars 

Difcontent of Tiberius, who retires to Rhodes. 
Anguftus's domeftic Ills. — Debaucheries and Ba- 
nilhment of the two Julias. Lofes his Grandfons 
Caius and Lucius. Adopts Tiberius and Agrippa 
Pofthumus ; -which laft he foon banifhes.— Nobly 
pardons Cinna. - Revolt and Reduction of the Pan- 

nonians and Dalmatians. Dreadful Defeat of 

Varus. - Baniflies his Grand-daughter Julia. Pro- 
motes Tiberius to the higheft Honours. Death 

and Character of Auguftus.' Notwithstanding what 
faid in the text, concerning the affectation of Dr. 
Blackwell's ftyle and mauncr, and however juft the 
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good reception the work met with from the public i though it muft be acknowledged 
that the parade with which it is written, and the peculiarity of its language, expofed it 
to fome feverity of cenfure [£]. It cannot be denied that there is a confiderable degree 

of 


cHiicifm may be in the next note, oar readers may be 
aflured of finding a great fund of information and en- 
tertainment in the Memoirs of the Court of Aucruftus. 

[E] Expofed it to fome feverity of cenfure.] The pe- 
riodical writers of the time were not defective in point- 
ing out the affectation of Dr. Blackweirs manner of 
compofition : but this was no where done with fo 
much acutenefs as in the following paper, which is 
fuppofed to have been drawn up bygone of our moll 
eminent living authors. * Review of Memoirs of the 

* Court of Auguftus. By Thomas Blackwell, J. U. D. 
4 Principal of Marimal-College, in the Univerfity of 

* Aberdeen. The firft effect, which this book has 

* upon the reader is that of difgufting him with the 

* author's vanity. He endeavours to perfuade the 
" world, that here are fome new trcafures of litera- 

* ture fpreacl before his eyes ; that fomething is dif- 

* covered, which to this happy day had been con- 

* cealed in darknefs ; that by his diligence Time had 

* been robbed of fome valuable monument which he 
4 was on the point of devouring ; and that names and 

* facts doomed to oblivion are now reftorcd to fame. 

* How mull the unlearned reader be furprifed, 

* when he fhall be told that Mr. Blackwell has nei- 

* ther digged in the ruins of any demoliftied city, nor 
4 found out the way to the library of Fez ; nor had a 

* fingle book in his hands, that has not been in the 
4 pofleflion of every man that was inclined to read it, 

■ for years and ages ; and that his book relates to a 
4 people who above all others have furnifhed employ- 
€ ment to the itudious, and amuferaents to the idle ; 
4 who have fcarcely left behind then a coin or a ftone, 
4 which has not been examined and explained a thou- 

* fand times, and whofe drefs, and food, and houfe- 

* hold-Huff it has been the pride of learning to under- 

* ftand. 

* A man need not fear to incur the imputation of 

* vicious diffidence or affected humility, who mould 

* have forborn to promife many novelties, when he 

* perceived fuch multitudes of writers pofTcffed of the 

* fame materials, and intent upon the fame purpofe. 

* Mr. Blackwell knowj well the opinion of Horace, 

* concerning thofe that open their undertakings with 

* magnificent promifes ; and he knows likewife the 

* dictates of common fenfe and common honefty, 

* names of greater authority than that of Horace, who 

* direct that no man mould promife what he cannot 

* perform. 

* I do not mean to declare that this volume has no ■ 
4 thing new, or that the labours of thofe who have 
4 gone before our author, have made his performance 

* an ufelefs addition to the burden of literature. 

* New works may be conftructed with old materials, 

* the difpofition of the parts may mew contrivance, 

* the ornaments interfperfed may difcover elegance. 

* It is not always without good effect that men of 

* proper qualifications write in fucceflkm on the fame 

* fubjecl, even when the latter add nothing to the 

* information given by the former ; for the fame ideas 

* may be delivered more intelligibly or more delight- 

* fully by one than by another, or with attractions 

* that may lure minds of a different form. No writer 

* pleafes all, and every writer may pleafe fome. 

* But after all, to inherit is not to acquire ; to de- 

* corate is not to make ; and the man who had no- 

■ thing to do but to read the ancient authors, who 

* mention the Roman affairs, and reduce them to 

* common-places, ought not to boaft himfelf as a 

* great benefactor to the fludious world. 

* After a preface of boaft, and a letter of flattery, 
« in which he feems to imitate the addrefs of Horace 
4 in his vile potabis modicis Sabinum - he opens his 

* book with telling us, that the 44 Roman Republic, 
44 after the horrible profcription, was no more at 
44 bleeding Rome* The regal power of her confuls, 
*' the authority of her fenate, and the majefty of her, 
" people, were now trampled under foot ; thefe [for 
44 thofe] divine laws and hallowed cultoms, that had 
41 been the eflence of her constitution — were fet at 
" nought, and her bed friends were lying expofed in 
44 their blood." 
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1 Thefe were furely very difmal times to thofe who 
4 fufFered ; but I know not why any one but a fchool- 
4 boy in his declamation mould whine over the com- 

* monwcalth of Rome, which grew great only by the 

* mifery ofthereit of mankind. The Romans, like 
4 others, as foon as they grew rich grew corrupt, and, 
4 in their corruption, fold the lives and freedoms of 
4 themfelves, and of one another. 

" About this time Brutus had his patience put to 
44 the higjhcfl trial : He had been married to Clodia ; 
44 but whether the family did not pleafe him, or 
44 whether he was diu^atisfied with the lady's behavi- 
44 our during his ab fence, he foon entertained 
44 thoughts of a feparation. This raifed a good deal of 
44 talk, and the women of the Clodian family in- 
• 4 veighed bitterly again ft Brutus— but he married 
44 Portia, who was worthy of fuch a father as M. 
44 Cato, and fuch a hufband as M. Brutus. She had 
44 a foul capable of an exalted pajfton, and found a 
" proper object to raife and give it a fanctlon ; fhe 
44 did not only love but adored her hufband ; his 
" worth, his truth, his every mining and heroic qua- 
44 lity, made her gaze on him like a God, while the 
44 endearing returns of efteem and tender lief* llic met 
*' with, brought her joy, her pride, her every wiih 
44 to centre in her beloved Brutus." 

4 When the reader has been awakened by this rap- 
4 turous preparation, he hears the whole ftory of Por- 
4 tia in the fame luxuriant ftyle, till fhe breathed out 
4 her laft, a little before the bloody profcription, and 
ec Brutus complained heavily of his friends at Rome, 
44 as not having paid due attention to his lady in the 
44 declining ftate of her health." 

4 He is a great lover of modern terms. His fena- 
4 tors and their wives are gentlemen and ladies. In 
4 this review of Brutus's army, who was under the 
c command of gallant men, not braver officers, than true 
4 patriots, he tells us * that Sextus the Que dor tuas 
44 Paymajler, Secretary at War, and Commiffary Ge- 
44 neral, and that the facred difcipline of the Romans 
44 required the clofeft connection, like that of father 
44 and fon, to fubfift between the General of an army 
44 and his Queftor. Cicero was General of the Ca- 
44 valry, and the next general officer was Flavius, 
44 M after of the Artillery, the elder Lentulus was Ad- 
44 miral, and the younger rode in the band of <volun- 
44 teers ; under thefe the tribunes, with many others 
44 too tedious to name." Lentulus, however, was but a 
4 fubordinate officer ; for we are informed afterwards, 
4 that the Romans had made Sextus Pompeius Lord 
4 High Admiral in all the feas of their dominions. 

4 Among other affectations of this writer is a furi- 
4 ous and unneceffary zeal for liberty, or rather for 
4 one form of government as preferable to another. 

* This indeed might be fufFered* becaufe political in- 
4 ft'tution is a fubject in which men have always dif- 

* fered, and if they continue to obey their lawful go- 
4 vernors, and attempt not to make innovations for 
4 the fake of their favourite fchemes, they may differ 
4 for ever without any jufl reproach from one ano- 
4 ther. But who can bear the hardy champion who 
4 ventures nothing ? Who in full fecurity undertakes 
4 the defence of the afTafTination of Ca?far, and de- 
4 clares his refolution to fpeak plain? Yet let not jull 
4 fentiments be overlooked: He has juftly obferved, 
4 that the greater part of mankind will be naturally 
4 prejudiced again ft Brutus, for all feel the benefits of 
4 private friendfhip ; but few can difcern the advan- 
4 tages of a well conftituted government. 

4 We know not whether fome apology may not be 
4 necefTary for the diftance betweea the firft account 
4 of this book and its continuation. The truth is, 
4 that this work not being farced upon our attention 
4 by much public applaufe or cenfure, was fome times 
4 neglected, and fome times forgotten ; nor would it, 
4 perhaps, have been now refumed, but that we 
4 might avoid to difoppoint our readers by an abrupt 
4 defertion of any fubject. 

4 It is not our defign to criticife the facts of this 
4 hiftory, but the ltyle ; not the veracity, but the ad- 
4 dre/s of the writer ; for, an account of the ancient 
4 S * Romans 
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of arTedatian in Dr. Blackwell's ftyle and manner of compofition : and, unhappily, tins 
affectation increafed in him as he advanced in years. His Enquiry into the Life of 
Homer was not free from it : it was Mill more difcernible in his Letters concerning My- 
thology; and was moft of all apparent in his Memoirs of the Court of Auguftus 


We 
not the 
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perceive in his various productions a mixture of pedantry : but it is 
Ibber dull pedantry of the merely rcclnfe fcholar. In Dr. Blackwell it aflumes a higher 


1 Romans as it cannot nearly intereft any prefent 
' reader, and muft be drawn from writings that have 

* been long known, can owe its value only to the 

* language in which it is delivered, and the reflec- 

* tionswith which it is accompanied. Dr. Blackwell, 
' however, feems to have heated his imagination fo 

* as to be much affeaed with every event, and to be- 

* lieve that he can affetf others. Enthufiafm is indeed 
k fufficiently contagious ; but I never found any of his 
« readers much enamoured of the glorious Pompey, 

* the patriot approved, or much incenfed againft the 

< laivlefs Cxfar, whom this author probably (labs 

* every day and night in his fleeping or waking 

* dreams. 

* He is come too late into the world with his fury 

* for freedom, with his Brutus and Caflius. We have 

< all on this fide of the Tweed long fince fettled our 

* opinions: His zeal fpr Roman liberty and decla- 

* mations againft the violators of the Republican con- 

* ftitution, only ftand now in the reader's way, who 

* wifhes to proceed in the narrative without the in- 

* terruption of epithets and exclamations. It is not 
' eafy to forbear laughter at a man fo bold in fight- 
' ing fhadows, fo bufy in a difpute two thoufand years 

* paft, and fo zealous for the honour of a people who 

* while they were poor robbed mankind, and as foon 

* as they became rich robbed one another. Of thefe 

* robberies our author feems to have no very quick 

* fenfe, except when they are committed by Csefar's 
■ party, for every ad is fanftified by the name of a 

* patriot. 

■ If this author's 1 (kill in ancient literature were 

* lefs generally acknowledged, one might fomctimes 
' fufpect that he had too frequently confultcd the 
' French writers. He tells us that Archelaus the 

* Rhodian made a fpeeeh to Caflius, and in fo faying 
c dropt fome tears, and that Caflius after the reduc- 

* tion of Rhodes was covered vaitb glory. — Deiotarus 
1 was a keen and happy fpirit. — The ingrate Caftor 
1 kept his court. 

1 His great delight is to mew his univerfal ac- 
*■ quaintance with terms of art, with words that every 
6 other polite writer has avoided and defpifed. When 

* Pompey conquered the pirates he deftroyed fifteen 

* hundred (hips of the line. — The Xanthian parapets 
' were tore down. — Brutus, fufpecting that his troops 

* were plundering, commanded the trumpets to found 
' to their colours. — Moft people underftood the act of 
f attainder pafled bv the fenate. — The Numidian 
c troopers were unlikely in their appearance. — The 
5 Numidians beat up one quarter after another. — Sal- 

' vidienus refolved to pafs his men over in boats of 
leather, and he gave orders for equipping a fuffici- 

1 ent number of that fort of fmall craft. Pompey had 
light agile frigates, and fought in a ftrait where the 
current and caverns occafion fwirls and a roll.— A 
fharp out-look was kept by the admiral. — It is a 
run of about fifty Roman miles. — Brutus broke Li- 
pella in the fight of the army.— Mark Antony 
garbled the fenate. — He was a brave man, well 
qualified for a commodore. 

* In- his choice of phrafes he frequently ufes words 
with great folemnity, which every other mouth and 
pen has appropriated to jocularity and levity ! The 
Rhodians gave up the conteft, and in poor plight 
fled back to Rhodes. — Boys and girls were eafily 
kidnapped. — Deiotarus was a mighty believer of 
augury. — Deiotarus deftroyed his ungracious pro- 
geny.— The regularity of the Romans was their 
mortal averfton. — They defired the Confuls to curb 
fuch heinous doings. — He had fuch a fhrewd inven- 
tion that no fide of a queftion came amifs to him. — 
Brutus found his miftrefs a coquettifh creature. 
1 He fometimes, with molt unlucky dexterity, 
mixes the grand and the burlefque together ; the 
violation of faitfr. Sir, fays Caflius, lies at the door 
of the Rhodians by reiterated acls of perfidy. — The 
iron grate fell down, crufhed thofe under it to 
death, and catchtd the reft as in a trap. — When 


* the Xanthians heard the military fliout, and faw 

* the flame mount, they concluded there would be 
' no mercy. It was now about fun-fet, and they had 

* been at hot work fince noon. 

* He has often words or phrafes with which our 
6 language has hitherto had no knowledge. — One 

< was a heart-friend to the Republic. A deed was 
' expeded. The Numidians begun to reel, and were 
8 in hazard of falling into confufion. — The tutor em- 

< braced his pupil clofe in his arms. — Four hundred 

* women were taxed who have no doubt been the 
' wives of the beft Roman citizens.— Men not born 

* to action are inconfequential in government— col - 

* lectnious troops.— The foot by their violent attack 
€ began the fatal break in the Pharfaliac field. He 

* and his brother, with a politic common to other 

* countries, had taken oppofite fides. 

* His epithets are of the gaudy or hyperbolical 

* kind. The glorious news. -Eager hopes and dif- 
c mal fears. Bleeding Rome— divine laws and hal- 

* lowed cuftoms-Mercilefs war- intenfe anxiety. 

* Sometimes the reader is fuddenly raviflied with a 
e fonorous fentencc, of which when the noife is paft 
' the meaning does not long remain. When Brutus 
1 fet his legions to fill a moat, inftead of heavy 
1 dragging and flow toil, they fet about it with 
« huzzas and racing, as if they had 'been ftriving at 
1 the Olympic games. They hurled impetuous down 
1 the huge trees and ftones, and with fhouts forced 

* them into the water ; fo that the work, expetfed to 

* continue half the campaign, was with rapid toil 
■ completed in a few days. Brutus's foldiers fell to 
1 the gate with refiftlefs fury, it gave way at laft with 
1 hideous crafh.— This great and good man, doing- 

* his duty to his country, received a mortal wound, 

* and glorious fell in the caufe of Rome ; may his 
' memory be ever'dear to all lovers of liberty, learn- 
' ing, and humanity ! — This promife ought ever to 
1 embalm his memory. — The queen of nations was 
' torn by no foreign invader. Rome fell a facrifice 
1 to her own fons, and was ravaged by her unnatural 

* offspring : All the great men of the ftate, all the 
' good, all the holy, were openly murdered by the 
1 wickedeft and worft. —Little iftands cover the har- 

* bour of Brindifi, and form the narrow outlet from 

* the numerous creeks that compole its capacious 

* port. At the appearance of Brutus and Caflius a 
1 fhout of joy rent the heavens from the furrounding 

* multitudes. 

* Such are the flowers which may be gathered by 

* every hand in every part of this garden of elo- 
1 quence. But having thus freely mentioned our au- 

* thor's faults, it remains that we acknowledge his 
' merit* and confefs that this book is the work of a 
1 man of letters, that it is full of events difplayed 
g with accuracy, and related with vivacity ; and 
' though it is fufficiently defective to crulh the vanity 

* of its author, it is fufficiently entertaining to invite 

* readers (5).' The preceding remarks are undoubt- 
edly, in many refpects, as juft as they are fevere. 
But yet the feverity is, perhaps, carried too far in 
the ridicule which is dirovvn upon Dr. Blackwell, for 
his ardour in the caufe of Roman liberty. This ar- 
dour, indeed, leads him into excefs and affectation ; 
but the principle itfelf ought not to be condemned. 
We mould be forry to have the Britifh youth read the 
tranfactions of ancient Greece and Rome with perfect 
indifference. The characters and events, defcribed 
in the Hiftories of thefe great republics, have for- 
merly contributed to infpire a zeal for freedom and 
the civil rights of mankind ; and we hope that they 
will continue to promote the fame happy effect. 

In the firft volume of the Archxologia of the Soci- 
ety of Antiquaries, is a letter, written in 1748, by 
Dr. Blackwell, to Mr. Ames, containing an expla- 
nation of a Greek infeription, on a white marble, 
found in the ifle of Taflb, near the coaft of Romania, 
by Captain Jofeph Hales, in 1728 (6). 

form. 


(5) D.mes*a 
Collection of 
mtfccllaneous 
and fugitive 
Piece?, Vol, in. 
p. 1—9. 


(6) Archaeolo- 
gia, Vol. i. 
P- 333> 334* 
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form. Together with the difplay of his erudition, he is ambitious of talking like a 
man who is not a little acquainted with the world. He is often (peaking of life and 
attion, of men and manners 3 and aims at writing with the freedom and politenefs of 
one who has been much converfant with the public. But in this he is unfuccefsful ; 
for though he was not deftitute. of genius, or fancy, and had a high relifh for the 
beauties of the ancient authors, he never attained that fimplicity of tafte, which leads to 
the true eafe and elegance of compofit ion. It is probable, alfo, that, like many others 
at that time, he might be feduced by an injudicious imitation of Lord Shaftefbtiry > a 
writer, whole faults have been found more eaftly attainable than his excellencies. 

Soon after Dr. Blackwell became Principal of his college, he married Barbara Black, 
the daughter of a merchant of Aberdeen* by whom he had no children, and who is lliJl 
living. Several years before his death, his health began to decline 1 fo that he was 
obliged to employ an afliftant for teaching his Greek clafs. His diforder was of the 
, confumptive kind, and it was thought to be increafed by the excels of abltemioufnefs 

which he impofed on himfelf and, in which, notwithftanding all the remonff ranees of 
his phyficians, he obftinately perfifted, from an opinion of his own knowledge of his 
conftitution, and of what he found by experience to fine it befb. His difeafe increafing, 
he was advifed to travel ; and accordingly, in February, 1 757> he let out from Aber- 
deen, with that purpofe. However he was able to go no farther than Edinburgh, in 
which city he died, on the eighth of March following (Z>), in the 56th year of his age. (*) Geiit.taafi 
Dr. Blackwell enjoyed an equable flow of temper, in which his intimate friends p.'^a*™' 
fcarcely ever obferved any variation. This he maintained during his whole ill- 
nefs. The day before he fet out from Aberdeen, he deli red to meet with all the Pro-* 
fefTors of the college, and fpent two hours with them with his ufual vivacity. In Edin- 
burgh he was vifited, at his own defire, by Dr. Wallace (*), one of the Minifters of that (*> Author of • 
city, whofe ingenuity and learning are well known. Dr. Blackwell, on the very day in So" o* tie', 
which he died, wrote letters to feveral of his friends, and took leave of them with the ^ m k b j C n "^ on 
Lhkh he wrote § rcate ft chearfulneis In the April following our author's deceafe, it being the UicntN^ 

to a friend in Dr. Gerard's bufinefs, as (at that time) Profeflbr of moral philofophy and logic in the * ions ' ""rp*- 
^chfyokea of Marifchal college, to prefide at conferring the degree of Mafter of Arts on thofe whofe Hume; and of 
•Lthattime. Handing entitled them to it, the Do£tor took that occafion to pronounce publicly, on '^^f 
the late Principal, fuch an encomium as his literature deferved. It was a fault in Dr. Mankmd, Na- 
Blackwell, that he too much affuined the appearance of univerfal knowledge ; the con- ^^ c a c ", dPro- 
fequence of which was that he fometimes laid himfelf open, by entering on fubjefts of 
philofophy and mathematics, without a fufficient acquaintance with them. With all 
the ancient, and with mod of the modern languages, he was really acquainted 3 and his 
reading, in the line of hiftory and the belles lettres, was very extenfive. He had a ready 
and lively manner of introducing his knowledge of this kind, which made his converfa- 
tion both inftru&ive and entertaining ; and it was rendered frill more £0 by being ac- 
companied with great good humour, and an entire command of his paffions, even 
when he was provoked. Though he had fomething of the fliftnefs of the reclufe, he 
joined with it much of the confidence and good breeding that are found in men who 
converfe much in the world. His life was private and ftudious : He did not wholly de- 
cline mixed companies, though it was but feldom that he came into them ; and at home 
he chofe only the converfation of the learned, or that of perfons of fuperior rank or for- 
tune. At London he was known to feveral men of eminence. The late Duke of New- 
caftle, and Mr. Henry Pelham, were his patrons, and procured for him the office of 
Principal of the Marifchal college. It is confidently faid that they had intended him 
an eftablifhment at Cambridge, and that the Profeflbrflnp of modern hiftory was fixed 
upon for him, if he had not died a fhort time before it became vacant. A man of Dr. 
Blackwell's abilities and reputation could not fail of having fome valuable literary con- 
nections and correfpondents ; among whom he had the honour of numbering the late cele- 
brated Dr. Mead, and the no lefs celebrated Dr. Warburtpn, the prelent Bilhop of 
Crloucefter.] K. 

BLAG RAVE (John), a very eminent Englifh Mathematician, who flourifhed 
in the XVIth and XVIIth centuries. He defcended from an ancient and honourable 
family in Berkfhire, and was fecond fon to John Blagrave, of Bulmarfh Court, near 
the town of Sunning, in that county, by Anne, daughter of Sir Anthony Hungerford, 
of Down-Ampney in Gloucefterfhire, Knight; but when he was born is uncertain (a). the 
(b) wiin^s His family having been long fettled near Reading, and having a good eftate in that neigh- this family °in 
Sl^voth bourhood, where it ftill flouriflies (b) [/?], he was bred to the firft rudiments of ^ e mo ^]^[ k - 
p. 43— 48. learning p. 329. 

[^] A gBod eftate in that neighbourhood, ivhere it the latter fixed in London, and married Anne, the 

ft ill flour ifies.] This family, according to a very an- daughter of Mr. Pykc of Surry, by whom he had 

cient pedigree, feems to have been originally from John Blagrave ; to whom, leaving a confiderable 

Staffordshire : at leaH Ralph Blagrave was of that eftate, he alfo thought fit to follow the eldell branch 

(1) See the Ge- county, and removed from thence into Berkfhire, of his family, and to fettle near Pleading (2). This infofmaTiV™** 

uealogy of this where he fettled at Bulmarfh, or, as it is written in gentleman married Anne, daughter to Sir Anthony ' * ° 

inotoi B fc A " ^ ome autnors > Bulnaihe ; but the time is not very Hungerford, by whom he had four fons and one 

Jhi°re C , VoK iii. certain (1). He had two fons, Richard and Robert : daughter. The name of the eldeft fon was Anthony; 
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learning in the fchool there, and afterwards removed to St. John's-college in Oxford, 
then very lately founded by his countryman Sir Thomas White (c). It does not appear 
that he was fo felicitous about the fame of learning, as about the thing itfelf ; for hav- 
ing acquired this, he foon quitted the univerfity, without fo much as taking a degree, 
and retired to his own patrimonial feat, at Southcote- Lodge, within the parilh of St. 
Mary at Reading, where he enjoyed a learned privacy, but not inglorious eafe ( d). 
His bent was towards the Mathematics, which he ftudied with much afliduity while at 
Oxford, and for the Hike of ftudying which without interruption, he addifted himfelf 
to a retired life (e) ; but in doing this he had a due regard for the public, and employed 
himfelf in compiling fuch laborious and ufeful works, as might ferve to render fpecu- 
lative Mathematics accurate, and practical parts of them eafy (f) As thefe are things 
which ufually require the whole man, and are not to be accomplilhed without ftrict and 
conftant application ; fo our author, being confcious of his genius for fuch inquiries, 
and defirous of affifting others to the utmoft of his power, fpent feveral years in this 
way, and finillied ibme large, learned, and inftruftive volumes, for the times in which 
they were written, and fuch as were juftly admired and commended by polterity (g). 
Their titles may be feen in the notes, with Ibme account of them [fi]. He was alio a 
perfon of much virtue, candour, and beneficence in private life. Having a very fincere 
aflfettion for his family, and forefeeing it would be numerous, though he thought 
proper not to enter into the married ltate, he took provident care of them, as far as 
was in his power (£). His father had beftowed upon him the leafe of the lands of South- 
cote for ninety-nine years, commencing in 1591, and he left all the pofterity of his 
three brothers the fum of fifty pounds each, payable at the age of twenty-fix ; and he 
calculated this donation fo well, that very near fourfcore of his nephews, and their 
defcendants, were the better for his legacy (i), which was always regularly paid. Be- 
fides this provifion for futurity, he was very liberal towards thofe in his lifetime 
with whom he was acquainted. His tendernefs for his relations did nor, however, ex- 
ceed his charity for the poor ; and as he provided for his kindred to the utmoft verge of 
his leafehold eftate, fo he fettled certain lands he had at Swallowfield, ia the fame 
county, for the provifion of the poor for ever ; and this too was a charity which fhewed 
the prudence as well as piety of the donor (k) [C]. We have no farther particulars of 
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of the fecond, John, of whom we are now fpeaking ; 
of the third Edward; of the fourth, Alexander; and 
the daughter's name was Dorothy (3). Our author's 
eldefl brother, Anthony, was High-Sheriff of Berk- 
mire in the fecond year of King James I. (4), and 
had ferved as Burgefs for Reading in the laft Parlia- 
ment of Queen Elizabeth (5). I cannot precifely fay 
in what degree of relation Sir John Blagrave flood to 
our author, who was Sheriff of Berkfhire in the 22d 
of King James L (6), and who I believe was a 
Lawyer, but it is very probable he was very nearly 
allied to him. The family have continued ever fince 
in that neighbourhood, and one or other of them 
have frequently been Reprefentatives of the Borough 
of Reading. * 

[B] Their titles may be feen in the notes, with fome 
account of them.] The worthy end which this learned 
and ingenious gentleman propofed in all his writings, 
was to render thofe fciences familiar to his country- 
men, which hitherto had been but in a few hands, 
and were rather fuperftitioufly admired than tho- 
roughly underflood. That he might effect this the 
more eafily, he made it his bufinefs to Ihew the gene- 
ral ufefulnefs of fuch liudies, and to convince his 
readers, that inllead of being amufements only fit for 
fcholars and fpeculative perfons, they were of general 
advantage, and in truth of indifpenfible neceflity for 
providing the conveniencies of common lift. 'He 
I ike wife lhewed, that they were very far from being 
fo hard and difficult to be acquired, or fo much ex- 
alted above ordinary understandings, as was com- 
monly imagined ; and that moderare abilities, and a 
reafonable (hare of application, would enable men to 
conquer thofe difficulties which vulgar prejudices had 
reprefented as infuperable. Among 11 thefe practical 
trcatifes were thofe that follow. 

I. A Mathematical Jewels mewing the making and 
moll excellent ufe of an Inurnment fo called ; the ufe 
of which Jewel is fo abundant, that it leadeth the di- 
rect path-way through the whole art of Aftronomy, 
Cofmography, Geography, &c. London, 1585, fol. 

II. Of the making and ufe of the Familiar Staff; 
fo called, for that it may be made ufeful and fami- 
liarly to walk with, as for that it pcrformeth the Ge- 
ometrical menfuration of all Altitudes. London, 
1590, 4to. 


III. Aftrolahium Uranicum generate ; A neceffary 
and pleafant folace and recreation for Navigators in 
their long journeying ; containing the ufe of an In- 
ftrument, or Aftrolabe, &c. London, 1596, in 
quarto. 

IV- The Art of Dialling, in two parts. London, 
1609, in quarto. Mr. Wood feems to intimate, that 
he alfo wrote feveral other things (7), which may very 
poffibly be true; but I have never met with any of 
them, or fo much as their titles ; and confidering he 
did not furvive above two years after publiihing the 
book laft mentioned, the fad may admit of fome 
doubt, unlefs the reader mould be of opinion, that 
what is contained in the fucceeding note [Z)] t 
amounts to an argument of the truth of Mr. Wood's 
conjecture, fince the Inftruments therein mentioned 
might very well refer to other works than thofe of 
which we have fet down the titles. 

[C] A charity which fhewed the prudence, as well 
as piety of the donor.] As he was born in, and had 
fpent moll of his days near, the town of Reading in 
Berks, he was very defirous of leaving therein fome 
lailing monuments of his beneficent difpofition, which 
might have equal reference to each of the three pa- 
rities in their town, viz. St. Mary's, fuppofed to be 
built where the nunnery flood in the Saxon times f 
St. Lawrence, which Hands beyond the river Ken- 
net; and that of St. Giles, at the fartheft end of the 
town (8). The legacies he bequeathed were equally 
calculated for the benefit of thofe who were to receive 
them, and of the inhabitants of that ancient Borough 
in general. The bell account we have, is that pre- 
ferved by Mr. Aihmole, in the following words (9) : 

■ You are to note, that he defth devife that each 
« Church-warden mould fend on Good-Friday one 
■ virtuous maid that has lived five years with her 
' mailer. All three maids appear at the Town-hall 
< before the Mayor and Aldermen, and call dice. She 
e that throws moil has ten pounds put in a purfe, and 

* fhe is to be attended with the other two that loft the 
' throw. The next year come again the two maids, 
1 and one more added to them. He orders in his 
' Will, that each maid mould have three throws be- 

* fore fhe lofes it ; and if lhe has no luck in the three 
years > he orders that Hill new faces may come and 
be printed. On the fame Good-Friday he give? 

3 f eighty 
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this gentleman's life worth mentioning : only it may not be amifs to obferve, that he 
is omitted by Fuller in his Worthies, though a more confiderable and remarkable per- 
fon than many he has mentioned. Our author deceafed at his own houfe near Reading, 
Auguft 9, 161 1, and lies interred near his mother in the church of St. Lawrence there, 
with a fine monument to his memory, and an infcription (I) which is not exadtly copied (i) AOimoie-s 
by Anthony Wood, and therefore is preferved in the notes [D]. There was a learned 1 
Lawyer of both our author's names, viz. Sir John Blagrave, who read upon the Statute 
of 32 Hen. VIII. cap. x. concerning Jointures, which work was published, and very 
probably he was of the fame family (m). There was alfo one Jofeph Blagrave, who 
publifhed the Afirological PraBke of Vhyfic (/*), but him I take to have been beholden 
to our author's books for his knowledge, though not for his opinions. I cannot tell 
whether we ought to attribute to him, or to fome other perfon of his name, a Difcourfe 
upon the fame fubjed, which was never printed, but had been in the hands of fome 
very learned perfons, who have borrowed from it largely in their writings on this to- 
pic ; and I mention it the rather, becaufe, if it be frill in being, the pofTeffor may be 
encouraged to make it public, as it contains abundance of very curious, and fome very 
ufeful remarks, on things which were formerly the objefts of fuperftition, as they are 
now of contempt [£]. 
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* eighty widows money to attend, and orders ten 
' (hillings for a good fermon, and fo he wi flies well 

* to all hi* countrymen. It is lucky money, for 

* I never heard but the maid that had the ten pounds 

* fuddenly had a good hufband.' 

[D] Therefore is preferred in the notes.] The fol- 
lowing account is taken from the indefatigable Elias 
Alhmole, Efq; who had it from his own infpeftion 
of the monuments and inferiptions in the parifh 
church of St. Lawrence in Reading ; and from the 
circumftances before related, the whole is rendered 
perfectly clear and perfpicuous ; whereas in Wood it 
is fo mangled, as to be fcarcely intelligible, efpe- 
cially as he has no diftintt relation of the chanty left 
to the maids, upon which the verfe part of the infcrip- 
tion chiefly turns (10). 

' On the north fide againft the wall is a noble mo- 

* nument, reprefenting a man under an arch to the 

* middle, holding one hand on a globe, the other on 
' a quadrant. He is habited in a fhort cloak, a caf- 

* fock and a ruff, furrounded with books on each 
' fide of him. On one fide of him is the figure of a 

* woman to the breafts, naked, holding an inftru- 
' ment in her hand, as offering it to him, and under 

* her feet the word CUBUS. On the other fide is 

* another woman, fomewhat naked, though with a 

* fcarf thrown clofely round her, and offering in like 

* manner, under her feet, THTPAEAPON. On 
4 the top are two women leaning on their arms, in- 

* fcribed OKTAHaPO N — A OAIK AAPON. In 
1 the middle of them a perfon armed, cap-a-pee, in- 
c titled IKOTHAPON. And under the firft figure 

* mentioned, this infcription following in an oval. 

JOHANNES BLAGRAVE, 
totus Mathematicus, 
cum matre fepultus. 

Here lies bis corps, which living had afpirit, 
Wherein much worthy knowledge did inherit ; 
By which with zeal our G O D he did adore, 
Left for maid-fer wants, and to feed the poor. 
His virtuous mother came of worthy race, 
A Hungerford, and buried near this place. 
When GOD fent Death their lives away to call, 
They liv^d beloved, and died bewail 7 d of all. 

*** L ' J onn Blagrave, fays Mr. Granger, was a 

* man of a ftrong head and a benevolent heart, and 
€ had the honour of being an inventive genius. 

* This excellent mathematician did not purfue phan- 

* toms, like Dee and Kelly, but reduced his fpecu- 

* lations to practice : his friends, his neighbours, 
s and the public reaped the fruits of his ft u dies. — 

* In his Difcourfe to the Reader, before his " Ma- 
*' thematical jewel," he exprefles himfelf thus : 
*' Never give over at the firft, though any thing 
i€ feeme hard ; rather afk a little helpe : and if you 
<< defire to be excellent perfite in your Inftrument, 
" abridge my whole worke, and you mail finde it 
" will ftand you more fteede than twenty times read- 
** ing. I have always done fo with any booke I 
" liked (11)."] 

[E] Formerly the objeds of fuperftition, as they are 
mw of contempt.'] This treatife I formerly faw in the 
hands of a perfon who bought it at the fale of the li- 

VOL. II. 


brary of an eminent Phyfician near Covent-Garden, 
and read it over with great fa tis faction. In the firft 
leaf it was faid to be written by Mr. J. Blagrave, and 
is addrefled to Mr. B. of Swallowfield. The title 
was, A Remonftrance in favour of Ancient Learning 
againft the proud pretenfions of the Moderns, more efpe- 
cially in refpetl to the Doctrine of the St a rs. The fize 
of the book was a middling quarto, the character 
fmall, but very fair 5 and from the mentioning more 
than once the Royal Society, and fome of its mem- 
bers, it appeared to have been written about 1661* 
or 1670. It was divided into five chapters, and thofe 
chapters into feveral fections, the fubftance of which, 
are as follows : 

I. Of the different Objects of ancient and modern 
learning. Under this head he endeavours to main- 
tain, that the Ancients were rather given to practical 
and ufeful, than refined and fpeculauve fciences. He 
inftances in Architecture, of which they wrote but 
few books, and thofe too very concife ; but they left 
behind them buildings, which are allowed to be 
mafter-pieces in their kind, and which the greaterl of 
modern artifts boaft of imitating. He next mentions 
Phyftc, in regard to which he confeffes they did not 
cultivate Anatomy, Pharmacy, or Chemiftry, fo 
aifiduoufly as thofe that came after them ; but for the 
art of curing difeafes, he thinks it was never carried 
much farther than by Hippocrates. He inftances 
laftly in Tactics, or the art of ranging armies in the 
field ; in refpect to which he obferves, that though 
there are no fyftems left of this art, yet hiftory fhews 
us the Ancients were perfectly acquainted with it. 
He then proceeds to the Doctrine of the Stars, and 
labours to prove that the Ancients did not think an 
inquiry into the motions of the heavenly bodies of fo 
great ufe to mankind as the difquiiition of their influ- 
ences ; and in this he defends them by many inge- 
nious arguments. 

II. Of the Aftrology of the Ancients considered as a 
Science. He obferves, that the true meaning of the 
word is no more than the Doctrine of the Stars, and 
that the confining it to the fignification of their af- 
pects is a late diftinction, and ought not therefore to 
prejudice the notions of thofe great men, who meant 
to fignify thereby the entire knowledge of the hea- 
venly bodies, fo far as it was attainable by the human 
underftanding. He farther takes notice, that the 
obfervation of the motions of the heavenly bodies con- 
sidered abftractedly, is a fcience of far lefs ufe to 
mankind, than the application of it for the perfecting 
other branches of knowledge. He gives an inftance 
of this in the art of Navigation, to which it hath been 
applied both by the Ancients and Moderns ; from 
whence he concludes, that the application of this 
kind of fcience to Phyfical purpofes is equally rational, 
and that there is no abfurdity in fuppofing, that by 
due attention it may be improved to equal advan- 
tage. He concludes this chapter with feveral curious 
comparative inftances drawn partly from the writings 
of other men, but chiefly from his own obfervations 
and experience. 

III. Of the difadvantages the Ancients were under 
in their writings. In reference to this the author lays 
it down, that the wife men among the Ancients la- 
boured under great difficulties, particularly from the 
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prevailing of falfe religion, which obliged them to 
accommodate their thoughts to the prevailing fuper- 
ftitions of their reipcftive countries, from the con-, 
ftant practice of concealing all kind of fublime fci- 
ence from the knowledge of the vulgar, which in- 
duced them to make ufe of fables, allegories, and 
other fuch like kind of writings, as always difguifed, 
and too often irretrievably darkened the truth ; from 
die fubjcftion, that they laboured under to the Civil 
powers, who either from views of their own, or to 
gratify the univerfal fuperftition of their fubj efts, dis- 
couraged all fuch as were inclined to fpcak plainly, 
or to write clearly. On each of thefe points he j uni- 
fies his own fentiments by thofe of the learned in all 
ages, and produces a vaft variety of inflances, as 
proofs of what he has advanced. He concludes upon 
the whole, that the greater!: advantage the Moderns 
have over the Ancients, is their embracing the Chri- 
ftian religion, which allows them to think, argue, and 
write fieely. But notwithftanding all this he is of 
opinion, that great ufe may be made of what was de- 
livered by the Ancients, when the hidden fenfe of 
their works can be extracted ; and of this alfo he 
gives many curious and inrtructive examples, after 
the manner in which the famous Lord Bacon has ex- 
plained the fables, and thereby juftified the wifdom 
of the Ancients. 

IV. 0//^Hypothefes in ufe amongfl the Ancients. 
He obferves with refpeft to thefe, that the Moderns 
have not fo great advantages as is generally imagined ; 
fince the old fyilems of Democritus and Ptolemy con- 
tain in every refpeft all that lias been fince advanced, 
as to the difiribution of the univerfe, or rather of the 
feveral bodies of which it is compofed ; fo that the 
later writers are rather revivers than inventors, if we 
except Tycho Brahe, whofe fyftem however never 
met with general approbation. He then ihews, that 
the Altrological fcheme of the twelve houfes, is as much 
an hypothesis as any of the reft, and that if it has 
faults or imperfections, they ought rather to be in- 
quired into and amended, than exploded and rejected 
with fcorn and contempt. He takes care however to 
qualify this, by fhewing that thofe abfurdities which 
have brought the Phyfical Doctrine of the Stars into 
derifion, arc not jultly chargeable upon the Ancients, 
but were introduced in later times by men of far lefs 
capacity, and who had recourfe to notion and fancy 
inftead of reafon and experiment. He gives various 
inflances in fupport of his opinion, and with great 


judgment and difcretion, diftinguifhes between the 
follies of Judicial Aftrology and the true knowledge 
of A Aral Influences, without which, as he remarks, 
no jufl account can be given of the variations of fea- 
fons, of the difference of the tides, of periods in dif- 
eafes, and of many other things ; with refpecl to 
which, the doctrines of the Ancients, however per- 
plexed and obfcure, are to the full as reafonable and 
intelligible as thofe of the Moderns, who, by endea- 
vouring to reject them, have been frequently obliged 
to difpute againlt, and fometimes absolutely to deny 
certain and evident truths. In proof of this alfo he 
brings many inflances, which mew a very unufual ex- 
tent of learning. 

V. Of the true Method of profecuting ufeful Science. 
In this chapter he takes a great deal of pains to prove, 
that it is not agreeable either to the dictates of reafon, 
or the lights of experience, to deflroy, without re- 
fer ve, thofe edifices that have been erected in ancient 
times, and have been preferved and repaired through 
a long courfe of ages. And he labours to prove, that 
the Phyfical Doctrine of the Stars ought to be con- 
fidered in this light. He Ihews, that the celebrated 
Roger Bacon, whom he honours with the title of the 
Parent of Modern Learning, was of this opinion, and 
that he has written upon the fubject with much learn- 
ing and good fenfe. He obferves, that Tycho Brahe 
concurred likewife in this fentiment ; as did alfo the 
famous Kepler, whom he calls the Father of Modern 
Aitronomy ; and he produces alfo feveral paflages 
from the writings of the learned Verulam to the fame 
purpofe. From all which he concludes, that inftead 
of decrying Aftrology as falfe and fallacious, we 
ought to ftudy how to render it reafonable and intel- 
ligible, by eflablifhing right principles, and reafoning 
upon them in a proper manner ; for want of which* 
he fays, one of the nobleft and moft elevated branches 
of human knowledge is in danger of being loll, and 
laughed out of doors. 

As the matter and the manner of this learned work 
feem both of them to render it worthy of public no- 
tice, and as the very memory of it, as well as the 
piece itfelf, was in danger of being loft, if this fhort 
extract of it had not been accidentally made feveral 
years ago, we judged the inferting it here could not 
fail of being agreeaLIe to our readers in general, at 
the fame time that it will ferve to fecure to the real 
author the honour of his performance, in cafe at any 
time hereafter it lhould fee the light. C. 
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BLAKE (Robert), one of our molt famous Admirals in the laft century, was 
defcended from the ancient family of Blakes, of Plansfield, in the parifh of Spaxton, in 
the county of Somerlet (a). His father's name was Humphrey, and his occupation 
that of a Merchant, being fettled at Bridgwater, in the neighbourhood of which he had 
purchafed an eftate, having, by the Spanifh trade, raifed a confiderable fortune for 
thofe times (b). He had feveral children, of whom the elded, Robert, was born in 
the month of Auguft, 1589, and educated, during his father's lifetime, at a free-fchool 
in Bridgwater. He removed himfelf to Oxford, where he was matriculated, in Lent 
term 1615, as a Member of St. Alban's Hall (c). Some time after he flood . for a 
Scholarfhip of Chrift-Church, but loft it. From Alban-Hall he trandated himfelf to 
Wadham-college, in which many of his countrymen ftudied. On the tenth of Febru- 
ary, 16 17, he took the degree of Bachelor of Arts (d). In 16 19, being then about WWMd.Fam 
twenty-one years of age, he was candidate for a Fellowfhip in Merton-college, but mLm*. 
mi fled again of his hopes, as fome thought, on account of his low ftature 5 for Sir 
Henry Savile, who was then Warden of that college, had great refpeil to the comeli- 
nefs of ftudents perfons A ftrange foible in fo great a man ! In 1623, Mr. Blake 

wrote a copy of verfes on the death of Mr. Camden (/), and fome time after left the ^{ % q[° 0 ^ $ v ^ 
univerfity [/?]. While he continued there, he was taken notice of as an early rifer and L coi.*©£ 
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[J] Some time after left the univerfity .] It is a little 
ftrange, and much to be regretted, that no better ac- 
count is to be had of Mr. Blake's family ; and I think 
it fo much the more fo, confidering it as a proof of 
the little care taken by our anceftors to preferve the 
memory of worthy men, when they had it fo much in 
their power, as it mud have been in this cafe, though 
now, by the particular accidents which have befallen 
this family, it is become a thing not eafy to be rec- 
tified. Mr. Wood, in his account of our author ( 1), 
fays, that he was defcended from the Blafccs of Blanch- 
field in Somerfetfhirc ; and I confefs that I have noc 
been able to find any fuch place in that county, 


whence I am inclined to think another author more 
in the right, who calls it Plansfield, and fays it is in 
the parifh of Spaxton (2), for fuch a place there is, 
and at no great diftance from Bridgwater (3). The 
author of his life fays exprefsly, that his father fent 
him to the univerfity (4) ; but I am inclined to think 
that he was dead before that time, and this from the 
following paffage in Lord Clarendon's character of 
our Admiral. He was, fays his Lordfliip, a man of 
a private extraclion, yet had enough left him by his fa- 
ther to give him a good education^ which his own incli- 
nation difpofed him to receive in the univerfity of Oxford 
(5). The reader will determine how far this paiTage 

will 
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a very ftudious young man ; yet he was not fo much given up to his books, but that 
he took a great deal of exercife, delighted in fifhing, and fowling, with other fuch like 
fports, and if the fcandal of thofe times might be credited, would now and then ileal 
lwans (g). He could not be lefs than five and twenty when he left Oxford, which 
would incline one to credit, what we are told by feveral authors-, that he was Mafter of 
Arts, if Wood did not pofitively affert the contrary (b). x Mr. Blake lived at Bridgwater 
in a private manner, and was diftinguifhed among the good fellows in his neighbour- 
hood, as a plain dealer. He was naturally of a grave, fevere temper, but would rea- 
dily unbend in an evening, when he difcovered a humorous bluntnefs in his converfa- 
tion, which was very agreeable and entertaining (z). He was tinctured pretty early 
with Republican principles, and difliking that feverity with which Dr. Laud, then 
Bifhop of Bath and Wells preffed Uniformity in his diocefe, he began to fall into 
thofe opinions which were ftyled Puritanical; His innate roughnefs and fincerity led 
him to fpeak freely upon all occafions, infomuch that his fentiments were generally 
known 5 which inclined the Puritan party to procure his being eledted Member for 
Bridgwater, in that Parliament which fat in April 1640 (£). It was diflblved too early 
for him to make any figure, and in the next, which was the Long Parliament, he loft 
his eleftion. When the war broke out between the King and Parliament, he declared, 
according to his principles, for the latter, and entered very early into their fervice, 
though it does not appear exactly when, or in what quality ; but he was foon made 
Captain of dragoons (/). In 1643, however, we find him at Briftol, under the com- 
mand of Col. Fiennes, who intrufted him with a little fort on the line, in which he firft 
gave the world a proof of his military virtues ; for on the twenty-fixth of July, when 
Prince Rupert attacked that important place, and the Governor had agreed to furrender 
it upon articles, Mr. Blake ftill held out his fort, and killed feveral of the King's 
forces, which exafperated Prince Rupert to fuch a degree, that he talked of hanging 
him, had not fome friends interpofed, and excufed him on account of his- want of ex- 
perience in war, at whofe requelt, though not without much difficulty, he was at laft 
prevailed upon to give up the fort (;/;). After this he ferved in Somerfetfliire under 
the command of Popham, who was Governor of Lyme, to whofe regiment Blake was 
Lieutenant-Colonel. As he was much beloved in his country, and as the greateft part 
of the regiment were Somerfetfliire men, he had fo good an intelligence in thofe parts, 
that he, in conjunction with Sir Robert Pye, furprifed Taunton for the Parliament («), 
where he found ten pieces of cannon, and a great deal of ammunition. In 1644, he 
was conftituted Governor of that place, which was of the utmoft importance, being the 
only garrifon the Parliament had in the Weft. The works about it were far from being 
itrong, he had no very numerous garrifon, yet by maintaining a ftriCt difcipline, and 
treating the townfmen well, he made a fhift to keep it, though no great care was taken 
to furnifh him with fupplies, and notwithftanding he was fometimes befieged, and often 
blocked up by the King's forces. At length, Goring came before the place with near 
ten thoufand men, and preffed Blake fo clofe, that in fpight of a vigorous refiftance he 
made a breach, and a&ually took from him a part of the town : however, he held out 
the reft of it, and the caftle, with wonderful obftinacy till relief came. For this ex- 
traordinary fervice/ the Parliament gave the garrifon a bounty of two thoufand pounds, 
and Col. Blake a prefent of five hundred. All who have written of that unhappy war, 
allow this to have been a very gallant and foldier-like action [/>]. In April 1646, Col. 
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will fupport what is advanced in the text. With 
refpeft to his fcholarftrip, Mr. Wood delivers himfelf 
pretty oddly ; he was put afide, he fays, from his 
fcholarfhip, whether for want of merit or friends, he 
could not tell. And when he fpeaks of his difap- 
pointment as to a fellowfhip, he adds, whether it was 
want of fcholarfhip, or that his perfon was not hand- 
fome, he could not fay (6). The noble Hiftorian, 
with greater freedom and dignity, tells us, that Blake 
was enough njerfed in books for a man <who intended not 
to be of any profefJion y having J ufficient of bis o<wn to 
maintain him in the plenty he ajfecled, and having then 
no appearance of ambition to be a greater man than he 
no as (7). His own verfes on the death of Mr. Cam- 
den may poflibly clear up this difpute. 

[2?] A very gallant and foldier-like a ft ton J\ We 
have a very diftinct account of this matter in the life 
of Blake, out of which we will take fome particulars 
which are perfonal. The Parliament having notice 
of the ill condition Blake was in, ordered relief to be 
immediately fent him, who, though he was in great 
want of ammunition and provifions, yet held out both 
town and caftle to admiration. Colonel Windham, 
Governor of Bridgwater for the King, was then in 
the Pvoyal army, and knowing Colonel Blake, he 
undertook to manage the bufinefs with him : he firft 
lent a threatening fummons to furrender on pain of 
fire and fword ; and by a fecond trumpeter he mildly 


endeavoured to perfuade him to it, for that the works 
were inconfiderable, the place indefenfible, and to 
prevent the effufion of Chriftian blood. Blake re- 
turned this anfwer : ' Thefe are to let you know, 
' that as we neither fear your menaces, nor accept 

* your profFers, fo we wifh you for time to come to 

* defift from all overtures of the like nature to us, 
■ who are refolved to the laft drop of our blood to 
1 maintain the quarrel we have undertaken, and 
' doubt not but the fame God, who has hitherto pro- 

* tected us, will, e'er long, blefs us with an ifTue 
f anfwerable to the juftice of our caufe : However, to 
c him alone we fhall ftand or fall.' Soon after the 
receipt of this letter the beftegers were charged by a 
body of the Parliament's forces, who broke through 
the King's, and fupplied the town with provifions, 


and what other necefTaries they wanted. However, 
the Parliament's main army could not advance fo fait 
as Colonel Blake's neceflities required ; the felf-deny- 
ing ordinance had newly paft, EiTex was out, and Sir 
Thomas Fairfax made General, all Colonels and 
other officers, who were Members of Parliament, 
were obliged to lay down their commiiEons, and 
attend the fervice of the Houfe. The army was mo- 
delled, and all'this took up fo much time, that Blake 
was hard put to it to defend the caftle of Taunton. 
The befiegers had deftroyed the fuburbs and half the 
town ; Sir Richard^ Greenvill ha4 taken Colonel 
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Blake, with part of his garrifon, reduced Dunfter caftle, an ancient feat belonging to 
the family of Luttrel, after which he returned in triumph to Taunton. This was one 
of the laft adtions in the war (0). Some time after this, when the Parliament had voted 
that no farther addreffes fhould be made to the King, Col. Blake joined in an addrefs 
from the borough of Taunton, expreffing their gratefulnefs for this ftep taken by the 
Houfe of Commons (p). Yet the writer of his Life tells us, that when the King came 
to be tried, Blake difapproved that meafure as illegal, and was frequently heard to fay, 
that he would as freely venture his life to fave the King's, as ever he did to ferve the 
Parliament (q). But this muft be entirely imputed to the gcncrofity of his temper ; for 
after the King was murdered, he fell in roundly with the Republican party, and indeed, 
next to Cromwell, he was the ableft and moft fuccefsful officer the Parliament had. He 
fatisfied himfelf in all the changes of thole times, with adhering, as far as he was able, 
to his country's intereft, and doing all he could to exalt her glory, of which he was 
pafllonately fond, a circumftance which gave men oflefs honour and more cunning, an 
opportunity of ufing his great abilities and undaunted courage to ferve their own pur- 
poses [C]. Feb. 12, 1648-9, he was appointed, in conjunttion with Col. Deane and 

Col. 


Popham's houfe at Wellington, which was fome fmall 
help to Blake while it was in the Parliament's hands. 
Thefe things being reprefented to the Houfe, they 
ordered Major-General Skippon to join Sir Thomas 
Fairfax, and h alien to the relief of Taunton with 
8000 men, horfe and foot: money, provifions, and 
a train of artillery, were fent after them. In the 
mean while Colonel Blake was in great llreights, and 
the befiegers knowing his diftrefs, ftimmoned him 
again to furrender ; but he anfwered, he would eat 
his boots firji ; and though the Royal ills had ported 
themfelves in part of the town, he hindered their pe- 
netrating farther. He barricaded that part of it, 
which he ftill held, with all forts of lumber, and 
made the Cavaliers pay dearly for every inch of 
ground they got. Prince Rupert and Goring having 
left the fiege with a con fid era ble body of troops, Ge- 
neral Fairfax thought that Colonel Weldon and Co- 
lonel Greaves, with three thoufand foot and fifteen 
hundred horfe, might be able to relieve Taunton. 
They accordingly performed it on the 1 ith of May, 
1645, fo much to the fatisfaclion of the inhabitants, 
that they appointed a kind of anniverfary thankfgiv- 
(8) Lives Eng- ing for this deliverance (8). The Royalifts loll a 
liffi and Foreign, thoufand men before the place, befides which they 
VoJ.n.p. Si, 82. carr i e d off twelve waggons full of the wounded. This, 
however, did not hinder a fecond fiege of that place, 
wherein not only Blake, but Weldon was now be- 
fieged. The latter being at the head of five thoufand 
men, fcorned to be cooped up, and therefore attempted 
to break through the Royalifts, which however he 
could not eiFecl. Blake being informed of his diftrefs, 
and that he was retiring precipitately towards Taun- 
ton, fa Hied from thence #t the head of two troops of 
horfe ; vigoroufly charged the purfuers, and thereby 
gave Colonel Weld on 's men time to retire into the 
town ; after which he made good his own retreat, 
but was prefted clofely by the befiegers. The Com- 
mon-Council, and many eminent citizens of London, 
on news of the fecond diftrefs of Taunton, volunta- 
rily raifed 4000 1. to mount a thoufand horfe to join 
Major-General Mafley, whom the Houfe ordered to 
attempt the relief of the place. The Committee of 
Kent raifed two troops of horfe and dragoons for the 
fame fervice ; and all was v not enough, confidering 
the danger Blake and Weldon were in. The Gover- 
nor wrote to the Parliament, that he fhould be put to 
great ftreights if fuccour came not fpeedily ; he 
allured them he would never hear of a parley with the 
enemy : That the garrifon had fome ammunition, 
and refolved to feed upon their horfes. He defired 
the Houfe to take their ftate into confideration, 
and left all to God and them. The Parliament 
anfwered, that he Ihould be fpeedily relieved ; 
that they would pay what money he took up. 
They defired him and his men to go on in their vigi- 
lance and valour, and they mould never want encou- 
ragement. Accordingly a regiment of dragoons was 
ordered to be raifed, and to march with Mafley to- 
wards Taunton. In the mean while their affairs 
went ill in the Weft - Colonel Blake could get no in- 
telligence of the progrefs made by the two Houfes for 
his relief : at laft Colonel Ciely, Governor o£Lyme, 
found a way to inform him of MafTey's advancing 
weft ward, and at the fame time conveyed a fmall 
fupply of powder into the town. On this, Blake 


commanded a party of the garrifon to fally out on the 
befiegers ; thefe, with the lofs of one hundred men, 
killed four hundred of Goring's, drove the enemy 
back, and enlarged their quarters five or fix miles in 
compafs. In another flcirmifh he had yet greater fuc- 
cefs, and foon after he was entirely relieved, the 
King's affairs being totally ruined (9). It may not 
be amifs to obferve, for the fake of truth, that 
Blake's obftinate defence of this town was one great 
caufe, if not the principal caufe, of the Parliament's 
fuccefs in this war. It was upon a report of the great 
diftrefs of the place, and the moral certainty there 
was that it could not hold out above a few days, that 
his Majefty detached a confiderable body of troops 
into Samerfetfhire, which proved the lofs of the deci- 
five battle of Nafeby, which in all probability Sir 
Thomas Fairfax would never have hazarded, if the 
King's army had been entire (10). The Parliament 
therefore had reafon to ftyle this gentleman, as Wood 
fays they did, their ineftimable Commander (11) ; and 
this circumftance confidered, few readers will think 
this note tedious, though it is a long one. 

[C] His undaunted courage \ to fer<ve their own pur- 
pcfes."] We mall take occafion in this note to examine 
a little into Mr. Blake's political principles, as far as 
facls and good authority can lead us. Wood tells us 
roundly, that before the civil war he was obferved to 
be puritanically inclined, that afterwards he fided 
with the Prefbyterians, and took arms for the Parlia- 
ment (12). The Earl of Clarendon tells us, that 
they who knew him inwardly difcovered that he had 
an antimonarchical fpirit, when few men thought the 
Government in any danger (13). As to his being 
puritanically inclined, we need the lefs wonder at 
it, fince there was always a ftrong party of that fort 
of people in his native town of Bridgwater. It is 
pom ble he might receive fome tin&ure from his coun- 
trymen in the univerfity ; for I find many of his ftand- 
ingjimong the Nonconforming, who were ejected after 
the*Reftoration (14). It is not impoflible that he 
might be foured by the treatment he met with, when 
he fought academical preferment. It appears from 
many of his own declarations, that he loved his coun- 
try and hated arbitrary power, which feemed to have 
been the governing maxims in all his conduct. There 
were many of his fentiments at this time in the na- 
tion, and one of the wifeft things Cromwell ^ever did, 
was his providing proper employments for fuch fpi- 
rits. Thus he early difpofed of Monk into Scotland, 
and of Blake to Sea : I fay difpofed of them, for 
though he had not as yet aflumed the fupreme power, 
yet by his arts he chiefly directed all the public Coun- 
cils, and pointed out fuch as he thought proper for 
all public employments. Had it been othervvile, 
Blake in all probability had not been fent to fea, 
fince it is certain the Parliament had fome diffidence 
of him at the time of the King's execution, when 
they fent him five hundred pounds, with directions 
to dilband part of his forces ( [ 5 ) . Yet after the thing 
was done, and a Commonwealth eftablifhed, there 
is no great wonder that Blake fell in with this new 
Government, fince it was agreeable to his own way 
of thinking, influenced probably by obferving to 
what high reputation republics anciently rofe. This 
is Mr. Hobbes's fentiment, who thinks it was one 
great fource of our public troubles, that men were 
1 bred 
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Col. Popham, to command the fleet (r). Soon after, he was ordered to fail, with a wood's 
iquadron of men of war, in purfuit of Prince Rupert and Prince Maurice, who were in u col . 204 
the Irifh feas to aflift the Marquis Of Ormond, then in arms for King Charles II. in 
Ireland (j). Blake arrived, in June 1649, before Kingfale, where the two Princes lay 
in harbour : Deane cruifed off Plymouth, Popham between the Downs and Portsmouth, 
and Sir George Ayfcue lay in Dublin-Road : thus were the Parliament m afters of the 
fea, and their enemies ftiips either blocked up, or flying every where before them. 
Prince Rupert's men deferted daily, and came over to Admiral Blake. The Prince, to 
hinder their defertion, hung up ten of his men for offering to run away. Blake kept 
him in the harbour till the beginning of Oftober, when the Prince defpairing of relief 
by fea, and Cromwell being ready to take the town by land, provifions of all forts fall- 
ing fhort, he refolved to force his way through Blake's fquadron : Blake funk three of 
his fhips as he bore out of the harbour, but the Prince's little fleet, making all the fail 
they could, got clear of the Parliament's, and fteered their courfe to Lifbon, where his 
Highnefs was protefted and carefled by the King of Portugal (t). The Parliament de- 
clared war with that King for receiving their enemies, and Blake followed the two 
Princes to Portugal. From before the river of Lifbon, he lent to the King for leave to 
enter, and coming near with his fhips, the caftle fliot at him. Blake dropped anchor, 
and fent a boat to know the reafon of this hoflility j the Captain of the caftle anfwered, 
he had no orders from the King to let his fhips pafs. However, the King commanded 
one of the Lords of the Court to compliment Blake : the Portuguefe Lord defired him 
not to come in except the weather proved bad ; for he faid, his m after feared, left 
fome quarrel might happen between him and Prince Rupert in his harbour ; the King 
fent him, at the fame time, a large prefent of frefli provifions. The weather proving 
bad, Blake went up the river into the Bay ofWyers, but two miles from the place 
where Prince Rupert's fhips lay, and thence he fent Capt. Moulton, to inform the King 
of the falfities in the Prince's declaration. The King refufing ftill to admit the Admiral 
to fall on Prince Rupert's fhips, Blake took five of the Brazil fleet richly laden, and 
gave the King to underftand, that unlefs he would command the Prince's fhips our 
from his river, he would endeavour to feize the relt of the Portuguefe fleet from Ame- 
rica («). In September 1650, the Prince endeavoured to get out of the harbour, but 
was foon driven in again by Blake, who lent home nine fhips outward bound to Brazil, 
which he had taken 5 and in O&ober following, Blake and Popham met with a fleet of 
twenty-three fail from Brazil, bound for Lifbon, of whom they funk the Admiral, took 
the Vice-Admiral, and eleven other fhips, having ten thoufand chefts of fugar aboard, 
and burnt three more : the reft were fmall fhips, and during the action got into the 
(tv) Bates, ubi river (w). In his return home-, iie met with two ftiips laden with provifions for his 
S*t>ra. fleet, which determined him to fail back in fearch of the Prince, whom he followed up 

the Streights. In this cruize, he, in his own fliip the Phoenix, took a French man of 
war, the Captain of which had committed hoftilities ; and this prize was reputed of 
fx) Lives Eng- immenfe value (x). He proceeded next to Carthagena, where the Prince lay ; and as 
v^ii! F pJgu n> foon as he came to an anchor before the fort, he acquainted the Spanifh Governor by a 
meffage, That an enemy to the State of England was in his port, that the Parliament 
commanded him to purine him, and the King of Spain being in amity with the Parlia- 
ment, he defired leave to take all advantages againft their enemy. The Governor re- 
plied, he could not take any notice of the difference of any nations or perfons amongft 
themfelves, only fueh as were declared enemies to the King his mafter ; that they came 
in thither for fafety, and therefore he could not refufe them protection, and that he 
would do the like for the Admiral. Blake ftill pre fled the Governor to permit him to 
attack the Prince, and the Spaniard put him off till he could have orders from Madrid 
(y). While the Admiral was cruizing in the Mediterranean, Prince Rupert got out of 
Carthagena, and failed to Malaga. General Blake having notice of his deftroying 
many Englifh fhips there, followed him with all the expedition poflible, and finding 
him in the port, attacked him, without the ceremony of afking leave of the Spanilh Go- 
vernor, and burnt and deftroyed his whole fleet, two fhips only excepted, the Reforma- 
tion, in which Prince Rupert himfelf was, and the Swallow, commanded by his brother 
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bred in fuch high opinions of the heroes of Greece 
and Rome, at the fame time that the conftitution of 
their country differed fo much from the Governments 
under which thofe great men flouriflied (16). If this 
remark could be applied to any man, it might cer- 
tainly to Blake, of whom Dr. Bates fays, that there 
was nothing blame able in his condufi, but that he joined 
with the parricides (17/. His anxiety for the glory of 
his country determined him to ferve her under what 
Government foever prevailed ; . and this maxim hq 
always ftuck to, behaving bravely wherever he was 
trufted, never canvafling for any employment, much 
lefs difturbing the State by his intrigues. This made 
him beloved by all parties, and even by the Royal- 
ifts, to whom he was alfo recommended by the ten- 
dernefs he ihewed for them upon all occafions, grant- 
ing them better articles than any other officer either 

Vol. II. 


would or durft (18), excepting Sir George Ayfcue, 
who fufFered for his geaerofity towards the Lord Wil- 
loughby, the King's Governor of Barbadoes (19). 
As thefe were Blake's own notions, fo he endeavoured 
to inculcate them into his officers, advifing them to 
wifh their country always well, and to ferve the pub- 
lic afiiduoufly without difturbing it ; which doctrine 
very probably difpofed them to aft as occafion re- 
quired, when after Blake's death his colleagues, 
Monk and Montague, brought about the King's re- 
iteration (20). In more, our Admiral was a man, 
who with all the courage and conduct of a great Com- 
mander, never affected the character of a Politician, 
but contented himfelf with doing his utmoft to exe- 
cute whatever orders were fent him, whence he was 
fufpected by none of the parties among his contem- 
poraries, and at the fame time was revered by all. 
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BLAKE. 

Prince Maurice fz). This was in January 1651. In February, General Blake took a 
French man of war of forty guns, and fent it, with four other prizes, before him into 
England. Not long after, he came with his fquadron to Plymouth, where he received 
the & thanks of the Parliament, and was by th'em made Warden of the Cinque Ports (a). 
On the fourth of March following, an Aft paffed, whereby Col. Blake, Col. Popham, 
and Col. Deane, or any two of them, were appointed Admirals and Generals of the 
fleet for the year enfuing (b). The firft fervice he was put upon was the reducing the 
ifles of Scilly, which were frill held for King Charles II. The matter was of great im- 
portance 5 for befides that fome privateers from thence did a great deal of mifchief, by 
difturbing trade and taking fhips, it was alfo known, that the Dutch had a view upon 
thofe iflands, and had aftually fent Van Trump, with a fquadron of twelve men of war, 
whofe inftrudtions were, either to purchafe or reduce them (c). General Blake lailed 
in May, with a body of eight hundred land troops on board. Sir John Greenville, 
who commanded there for the King, after fome fmall rcfiflance, lubmitted, knowing 
well that a longer difpute would have been to no purpofe (d). The General then failed 
for Guernfey, which was held for the King by Sir George Carteret. He arrived there 
in the month of Oftober, and though the fea was very rough, landed what forces he 
had on board the very next day, and did all that could be expected of him, in order to 
make a fpeedy conqueft of the ifland, which, however, could not be completed that 
year. In the beginning of the next, however, the brave Governor, finding all hopes 
of relief vain, thought proper to make the belt terms he could ; and to the honour of 
Blake we may affirm, that though no man proceeded more brifkly while the fword was 
drawn, yet in all treaties he was remarkably condefcending, detelting to be made an 
inftrument of oppreffion, though ready to hazard his life at any time to do his country 
juftice (e). For this fignal and important fervice he had, as he well deferved, thanks 
from the Parliament : he was alfo ele&ed one of the Council of State, and much courted 
by Cromwell, who began now to think of fetting up for himfelf (f). March 25, 1652, 
Blake was conftituted fole Admiral for nine months, on a profpecft of a Dutch war. It 
is generally conceived, that this was fought by the States rather than by the Parliament ; 
for they were very confident of their force at fea, and vexed at the firmnefs of the new 
Commonwealth of England, which inclined them to attempt, by fome fudden blow, 
to fupport their own, and lefTen the reputation of their rival (g). With this view they 
fent Van Trump with forty-five fail of men of war into the Downs, to infult the Eng- 
lifh Admiral, and, in the mean time, laboured hard to equip another fleet of 1 50 fail, 
which they thought would be more than fufficient to crulh the whole naval power of 
England. It is certain they could not have chofe a more improper man to have prac- 
tifed upon in this manner than Blake, who though he had but twenty-three fhips, and 
could expedt no fuccour but from Major Bourne, who commanded eight more, yet 
being attacked by Van Trump, he fought him bravely, notwithftanding this great ine- 
quality, and forced him to retreat (h). This was on the nineteenth of May 1652, and 
as it was a very remarkable aftion, the reader will find ibme authentic particulars in the 
notes [D]. After this difpute at fea, the States grew more tradable, and feemed very 

well 
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[D] Some authentic particulars in the notes.] We 
cannot better difcharge this promife than by giving 
the reader an extract from the narrative of this en- 
gagement, printed by order of the Parliament of 
England. Upon Tuefday the 18th of May, 1652, 
in the morning, General Blake being gone to the 
weftward at far as Rye Bay eight days before with 
twelve or thirteen mips, leaving Major Bourne in the 
Downs with eight mips only, there appeared upon 
the back-fide of the Godwin a Holland fleet of men 
of war, confifting of two and forty mips, one whereof 
had a flag on the main-top-mall-head, the reft jacks 
and ancients ; and being come to the South Sand's 
head, two of them bore up towards the Englifh mips 
in the Downs ; whereupon Major Bourne fent out the 
Greyhound to examine them, and to know the rea- 
fon of their fo near approach ; who anfwering that 
they had a meflage to the Commander in chief in the 
Downs, were permitted to come in ; and having fa- 
luted the flag, the two Captains, named Tyfon and 
Aldred, came aboard Major Bourne, and acquainted 
him that they were fent by Van Trump, to let him 
know that he had been riding about Dunkirk with 
his fleet, where, by reafon of foul weather, they had 
loft many of their cables and anchors, and the wind 
being northerly, were driven farther to the foathward 
than they intended, which Van Trump thought fit to 
fignify, to prevent any mifapprehenfions or jealou- 
lies. And having faid this, and received for anfwer, 
that the reality of what they faid would beft appear 
by their fpeedy drawing off from this coaft, they de- 
parted to their fleet, and immediately, upon their 
arrival with them, the whole fleet ftood up to Dover, 


and came to an anchor, within little more than gun- 
fhot of the caftle, the fame day in the afternoon. 
Upon their coming before Dover-Caftle, and riding 
there with a flag in the main -top, without faluting 
the caftle, the caftle made three fhot at them ; not- 
withftanding which the Dutch Admiral kept up his 
flag, and rode there at anchor until the next day at 
noon, and exerciied his mufqueteers by difcharging 
volleys of fmall fhot many hours together. Upon 
Wednefday, about twelve o'clock, the Dutch fleet 
weighed anchor, and ftood off towards Calais fome 
few leagues unto the fouth-eaft. About the fame 
time the Englifh fleet under General Blake, coming 
from the weft towards the Downs, difcovered them, 
and fuppofed by their courfe that they had been go- 
ing back. Major Bourne likewife was in fight, com- 
ing from the Downs to join with General Blake. 
About an hour or two after, the Holland fleet altered 
their courfe, came back again, made all the fail 
they could, and bore dire&Iy with General Blake. 
Van Trump, the headmoft with his flag in the main- 
top, and being come within mot, the General mot a 
gun at his main- top, and then two fingle fhot more; 
whereupon Trump mot a fingle mot through the Ge- 
neral's flag, and then immediately gave the firft broads 
fide, and took in his pendants, and hung out his red 
flag under the Holland colours, which was the fignal 
on their part for the whole fleet to engage : and fo the 
fight began, which happened between four and five 
o^clock in the afternoon, and continued until nine 
o'clock. In the fight the Englifh took two of the 
Holland fleet, one whereof, having fix foot water in 
the hold, they left, taking the Captain and officers 
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BLAKE. 

well inclined to peace j but the new Commonwealth of England flood upon fuch high 
terms as were not to be complied with, and therefore both fides prepared to carry on the 
war, which had been thus haftily begun, without much reaibn on either, and perhaps 
out of mere emulation on both fides (/). Blake, while he continued in the Downs, re- 
inforced his fleet, and prepared for another engagement, holding, in the month of 
June, a folemn faft, or day of humiliation (k). After this, finding that a general en- 
gagement was not likely to enfue, he refolved to profecute the war by taking the ene- 
my's merchant fhips, in which he had furprifing fuccefs ; for on the tenth of that month, 
a detachment from his fleet fell upon fix and twenty lail of Dutch merchant-men, and 
took them every one; fo that by the end of June, the Admiral lent up forty good 
prizes, and had fo effectually cleared the feas, that, on the fecond of July, he was at 
liberty to fail with a ftrong fquadron northwards (/). In his courfe he took a Dutch 
man of war, and by the latter end of the month, he took the whole Dutch fifhing con- 
voy, confiding of twelve men of war, one hundred of their herring bufles, and dif- 
perfed the reft (m). By the twelfth of Auguft he returned into the Downs, with fix of 
the Dutch men of war he had taken, and nine hundred prifoners. Thence he flood 
over to their own coaft, having for fome time upwards of a hundred men of war under 

his 
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aboard : the other was a fhip of thirty guns. General 
Blake lay all night where the fight began, or near 
thereabouts ; and the Holland fleet was efpied about 
four leagues diftant towards the coaft of France next 
morning (2 1 ). To this let us fubjoin the letter writ- 
ten by the Admiral himfelf, on account not only of 
feveral curious circumftances contained therein, but 
alfo becauie it may ferve as a fpecimen of the plain 
blunt temper of this illuftrious Hero. It was addrefl- 
ed to the Right Honourable William Lenthall, Efq; 
Speaker of the Houfe of Commons, and conceived in 
the following terms (22). 

* Right Honourable, 

* J Have difpatched away this exprefs to your Ho- 

* nours, to give you an account of what parted 

* yefterday between us and the Dutch fleet. Being 

* in Rye Bay, I received intelligence from Major 

* Bourn, that Van Trump, with forty fail, was off 

* the South Sand Head ; whereupon I made all pof- 
« fible fpeed to ply up towards them, and yefterday in 

* the morning we faw them at anchor in and near 

* Dover road. Being come within three leagues of 
( them, they weighed, and flood away by a wind to 

* the eaftward ; we fuppofing their intention was to 

■ leave us, to avoid the difpute of the flag. About 

* two hours after they altered their courfe, and bore 
c dird&ly with us, Van Trump the headmoit ; where - 

* upon we lay by, and put ourfelvcs into a fighting 

* pofture, judging they had a refolution to engage. 

■ Being come within mufquet-fhot, I gave order to 
c fire at his flag, which was done thrice ; after the 

* third fhot he let. fly a broadfide at us. Major 

* Bourn, with thofe mips that came from the Downs, 

* being eight, was then making towards us. We 
r continued righting till night ; then our fhip being 

* unable to fail, by reafon that all our rigging and 

* fails were extremely mattered, our mizenmaft fhot 

* off, we came, with advice of the Captains, to an 
' anchor, about three or four leagues off the Nefs, to 

* refit our fhip, at which we laboured all the night. 

* This morning we efpied the Dutch fleet about four 

* leagues diftance from ours, towards the coaft of 

* France ; and, by advice of a Council of war, it 
1 was refolved to ply to windward to keep the wea- 
4 ther-gage, and we are nOw ready to let fall our 
' anchors this tide. What courfe the Dutch fleet 

■ fleers we do not well know, nor can we tell what 
' harm we have done them ; but we fuppofe one of 
f them to be funk, and another of thirty guns we 

* have taken, with the Captains of both ; the main- 
< maft of the firft being fhot by the board, and much 

■ water in the hold, made Captain Lawfon's men to 
1 forfake her. We have fix men of ours flain, and 

* nine or ten defperately wounded, and twenty-five 

* more not without danger ; amongft them our Ma- 

* fter and one of his mates, and other officers. We 

* have received about feventy great fhot in our hull 
f and marts, in our fails and rigging without num- 

* ber, being engaged with the whole body of the fleet 

* for the fpace of four hours ; being the mark at 
' which they aimed. We mult needs acknowledge it 

* a great mercy that we had no more harm, and our 

* hope is, the righteous God will continue the fame 

* unto us, if there do arife a war between us, they 

* being firft in the breach, and feeking an occafion to 
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' quarrel, and watching as it feems an advantage to 
* brave us upon our own coaft, Sec. 

From aboard the James, * Your humble Servant, 

three leagues off the 

Hydes, the 20th of ■ ROBERT BLAKE/ 
May, 1652. 

It would be to no great purpofe to take notice of 
the different accounts given of this matter by later 
authors, becaufe it cannot be fuppofed that they have 
any better authorities than thofe which have been al- 
ready produced. As to what is afTerted by the Dutch 
writers, it differs fo little from the account already 
given, excepting in one circumftance, that it need 
not be taken notice of. This circumftance is, the 
firing of the firft broadfide, which they affert was 
done by Blake, and fo I find it in Admiral Trump's" 
letter to the States. In this letter, which is dated 
the 30th of May, 1652, N. S. he a/Terts that Bourne's 
fquadron confifted of twelve fhips, though Bourne 
himfelf fays he had^ but nine, and names them. He 
alfo fays that Admiral Blake, being within cannon- 
fhot, fired once over them, and they not anfwering, 
fired a fecond time ; being anfwered by another fhot, 
he fired a broadfide upon Trump. He owns the lofs 
of two fhips, and does not feem to difpute that the 
Englifh had the better (23 1 There is indeed a more 
particular account, with refpeft to the perfonal con- 
duel of Blake, which deferves notice. When Blake 
came into the Downs, fays this author, Van Trump 
bore up to his fleet, which confifted of no more than 
twenty-three fail, nearer than he had any occafion to 
do. Upon this, Blake faluted him with two guns 
without ball, to require him to ftrike fail ; Trump, 
in contempt, fhot on the contrary fide ; Blake fired a 
fecond and a third gun, which Van Trump anfwered 
with a broadfide. The Englifh Admiral perceiving 
it was his intention to fight, fingled out himfelf from 
the reft of the fleet to treat with Van Trump about 
that point of honour, and to prevent the effufion of 
blood and a national quarrel. When Blake ap- 
proached nearer to Van Trump, he and the reft of his. 
fleet, contrary to the law of nations, the Englifh 
Admiral coming with a defign to treat, fired on Blake 
with whole broad fides. The Admiral was in his cab- 
bin drinking with fome of his officers, little expecting 
to be fo faluted, when the fhot broke the windows of 
his fhip, and mattered the ftern. which put him into 
a vehement paffion, and curling his whifkers, as he 
ufed to do when he was angry, he commanded his 
men to anfwer the Dutch in their kind, faying, when 
his heat was fomewhat over, he took it <vcry iM of Van 
Trump that he Jbould take his Jhip for a bawdy-houfe^ 
and break his windows. Blake fingly fuftained the 
frock of the Dutch fleet for fome time, 'till his own 
fhips and Major Bourne's could join him, and then 
the engagement grew hot and bloody on the enemy's 
fide, till night put an end to it (24). General Lud- a 24) Lives Elle 
low, in his memoirs, gives us a very clear and diftind lifh and Foreign, 
account of this action ; and when he has fo done, he Vei. ii.p.99. 
tells us, that on a report from the Council of State, 
the Parliament juftified Blake's conduct, refolved to 
demand fatis faction of the States, put their Embaffa- 
dors who lodged at Chelfea under a guard, and fent 
Cromwell and Dennis Bond to Dover, to encourage 
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his command. Towards the latter end of the fame month of Auguft, part of his fleet 
fell upon a fquadron- of French men of war, going to the relief of punkirk, took them, 
and carried them into Dover (»). At laft, on the' twenty-eighth, of September, the fleet 
beino- under a frefh gale, Admiral Blake difcovered the Dutch about noon, and though 
he had only three of his own fquadron with him, Vice- Admiral Pen with his fquadron 
at fome diftance, and the reft a league or two a-ftern, he bore in among them, and was 
bravely feconded by Pen and Bourne: the fight began warmly on both fides: Blake 
failing to the windward of their Admiral, was aground the Sovereign ftruck feveral 
times, fo did the Refolution, the St. Andrew, and Pen's fhip, but they got off again 
without any harm : three of the enemy's fhips were wholly difabled at the firfl brunt, 
and another as fhe was towing off. The Rear- Admiral was taken by Capt. Mildmay y 
the viftory was entirely on the Englifh fide, and had not night prevented them, it was 
thought that fcarcely a fhip of the Dutch fleet would have got off. On the twenty- 
ninth, as day broke, the Englifh fpied the Dutch N. E. two leagues off: the General 
bore up to them, but the Dutch having the wind of him, he could not reach them. He 
commanded his light frigates to ply as near as they could, and keep firing while the reft 
bore up after them : fome (hot was fpent between the Englifh and Dutch, who fooa 
hoifted their fails and ran for it. On the thirtieth, the enemy were almoft out of fight, 
the Englifh ftill purfuing them, till they faw them run into the Goree : the General then 
called a Council of War, and feeing the fhips were fo near the fhallows, and that fame of 
them wanted provifions, it was refolved to return, to the Downs. The Englifh loft few 
men, not one fhip; the enemy had their Rear- Admiral taken, two funk, and one blown 
up. Two thoufand wounded men were landed out of the Dutch fleet, and Admiral 
Witte Wittens laid the fault on the cowardice of fome of his Captains, and on the num- 
bers of the Englifh. General Blake, after the fight, ordered feveral fhips to the coafl 
of Holland, and fent others on a cruize, which not only fecured the Englifh merchants 
in their trade, but wonderfully annoyed the fubjefts of the States-General, and made 
them heartily weary of the war (0) [£]. Some prefling occafions having obliged General 
Blake to make large detachment's from his fleet, Van Trump, who had once again the 
command of the Dutch navy, then confifting of fouricore men of war, refolved to take 
this opportunity of attacking Blake in the Downs, who, he knew, had not above half 
his number of fhips (p). Accordingly, he failed away to the back of die Godwin, near 
the place where he had fought before, of which Blake having notice, he called a Council 
of War, wherein it was refolved to fight, though at ib great a difadvantage. The battle 
began on the twenty-ninth of November about two in the morning, and lafted till near 
fix in the evening. The General was in the Triumph, and always in the hotteit of the 
a&ion : his fhip, the Vi<5tory, and the Van-guard, did, and fuffered, moft, engaging 
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the Tailors, and to promife them that nothing fhould 
be wanting on the fide of Parliament to reward their 
vigilance and valour, in cafe they continued to do 
their duty as bravely as they had done (25). The 
Earl of Clarendon has preferved a very extraordinary 
circumftance not to be met with elfewhere, viz. that 
Trump received an exprefs ketch with inftruclions 
from the States immediately before he fired his broad- 
fide (26). 

[£] Made them heartily weary of the ivar.] We 
have feveral accounts of this engagement, out of 
which we have felected the fubftance of the cleareft, 
and inferted it in the text* There is particularly a 
pretty long one in Whitlock's Memorials (27) ; as 
alfo another in Ludlow's Memoirs, attended with 
fome circumftances that are not to be found elfewhere : 
he fays, that when the Dutch fleet arrived at Goree, 
the Captains were not permitted to go alhore till an 
enquiry was made into their conduct. In the mean 
time the Dutch were fo much provoked againft the 
Englifh, that in order to encourage their own coun- 
trymen to ferve againft them, they exhibited the 
death of the late King in the moft tragical manner 
upon the ftage ; and the faction of the Prince of 
Orange entertained hopes, that the people would 
rather facrifice their liberties, than not be revenged 
of the Englifh Commonwealth (28). This, howe- 
ver, feems to be his own conjecture; for another 
writer tells us, that the States, out of mere appre- 
henfion of the Prince's becoming Stadtholder, fent 
foon after the engagement to the Parliament of Eng- 
land to defire a peace, but with very indifferent fuc- 
cefs ; for the Parliament ftill flood upon their old 
demands of fatisfa&ion and of reparation. The fame 
author tells us, that De Wit, when he failed on this 
expedition, was obftrucled by a mutiny, the feamen 
refufing to go on board till they received their wages ; 
for which two of them were executed at Amfterdam, 
and fome of the Burghers of that city fhot, on a fud- 
den furmife of a refcue. On his return there was 


another tumult at Flufhing, occafioned partly through 
his want of fuccefs, and partly out of hatred to him 
as an enemy to the Houfe of Orange ; which crofs 
accidents made De Ruyter ctefirous of refigning his 
commiffion, and fo vexed De Wit that he fell fick. 
The States, however, appointed Commiffioners to 
enquire into the conduct of the Captains who were 
charged with mifbehaviour, and took a great deal of 
pains to repair and to recruit their fleet (29). On ( 2 9 1 Heath's 
the other hand, the Parliament of England pafled an CUon. p. 326. 
Act, whereby they required all feamen, who were on 
board any foreign fhips in Europe, to return home 
in forty days, and fuch as were in the Indies in 
twelve months ; directing that all fuch Carpenters, 
Shipwrights, &e. that were found on board the ene- 
my's fhips, fhould be thrown overboard without mer- 
cy (30). It was at the latter end of the year that u Q ) nkL 
Admiral Blake had orders to fend Captain Ball with p. 317. 
a fquadron of eighteen men of war into the Sound, 
in order to fcrve as a convoy for two and twenty mer- 
chantmen, whom the King of Denmark had flopped 
in his port of Copenhagen, under pretence that he 
was apprehenfive of their being taken by the Dutch, 
in cafe they attempted to return. The Captain, on 
his arrival at Elfinore, eafily difcovered that double- 
dealing of the Danifh King, who now abfolutely re- 
fufed to deliver up the fhips, pretending that he kept 
them for certain fums of money due to'him from the 
late King Charles L; whereupon Ball returned with 
his fquadron into England, but by the way took 
fourteen Dutch fhips, and brought them with a man 
of war, which he likewife took, to Yarmouth (31). (31) /iii. p 3*8* 
This was the largeft of thofe detachments fpoken of 
in the text, whereby Blake weakened himfelffo much 
as to encourage the Dutch to run the hazard of ano- 
ther battle, notwithstanding their late defeat. This, 
however, mull not be underflood as any overfight in 
Blake, who acted only in obedience to the orders he 
received, and cannot therefore be made anfwerable 
for their confequenccs. 
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at one time with twenty of the enemy's beft fhips. Blake finding the Dutch had t\\ c> 
fhips to his one, that the Englifh were very much difabled, and that the Dutch had alio 
the advantage of the wind, drew offliis fleet in the night into the River Thames, having 
loft the Garland, and the Bonadventure taken by the Dutch, a fmall frigate burnt, and 
three funk ; his remaining fhips were lhattered and difabled. Trump bought this vic- 
tory dear : one of his flag-fhips was blown up, all the men drowned ; his own fhip and 
De Ruyter's were both incapable of fervice till they were repaired (q) [Fj; This ad- f>; Lives i*^ 
vantage, for fuch it really was, puffed up the Dutch exceedingly, infomuch that Van voLX. p.°w|. 1 
Trump failed through the Channel with a broom at his main-top-maft, to fignify that he 
had fwept thofe feas of Englifh fhips (r). They likewife made ballads, wherein they r^^catVi 


to 


fpoke with great triumph of their having taken the Englifh Garland, and began 
threaten taking from us all our plantations in the Weft-Indies (j). Bur, in the m 
time, Blake repaired and recruited his fleet, Monk and Deane being now joined in com 
million with him ; and fo diligent they were, that on the eighth of February, 165 j, 
they failed from Queenfborough with fixty men of war, and were prefently joined by 
twenty more from Portfmouth. On the eighteenth of the fame month, they discovered 
Van Trump with a fleet of Seventy fail, and no lefs than three hundred merchant fhips 
under his convoy. Blake, with twelve fhips, came up with, and engaged, the Dutch 
fleet ; and was very feverely handled. Himfelf, in the Triumph, had like to have been 
loft, had he not been timely relieved by Lawfon in the Fairfax. In this warm fervice^ 
Blake loft the Captain of his own fhip whofe name was Ball, a brave active officer, and 
Mr. Sparrow his Secretary : himfelf was grievoufly wounded in the thigh j yet he con- 
tinued the fight till night, by the advantage of which, the Dutch, who had fix men of 
war funk and taken, retired. Having fet his wounded men on fhore at Portfmouth, 
Blake followed the enemy, and came up with them the next day, about three in the 
afternoon, when the fight was renewed with very great lofs to the Dutch, who continued 
retreating towards Bulloign. All the night following Blake continued the purfuit, and 
in the morning of the twentieth of February, the two fleets fought again with incredible 
fury till four in the afternoon, when the wind blowing favourably for the Dutch, they 
reached the Sands of Calais, anchored there, and thence tided it home. In thefe three 
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[F] Incapable of fervice till they over? repaired.] 
There is a large and curious account of this obitinate 
battle in Heath, which will give the reader full fatif- 
fadlion as to all the material circumftances relating to 
it. Intelligence was now, fays he, given to Van 
Trump, as there had been before to the States, that 
the Englifh fleet was no way recruited, that merit of 
the fhips with which De Ruyter engaged were gone 
into port, and that now Blalce might be eafily beaten 
in the Downs, and fo the. mouth of the river Hopped, 
the war come to a period, and the Dutch have fatif- 
faction for the damage done them, and fea-towns in 
England put into their hands for future fecurity ; for 
nothing lefs would content Hans in this top-gallant 
humour. On the 29th of November Trump pre- 
fented himfelf with eighty men of war and ten fire- 
fhips on the back-fide of the Godwin again, and ac- 
cording to expectation found General Blake, attended 
with no more than forty odd fail, as if he had been 
ignorant how to ufe his late victory, which came now 
to the difpute, and to be an undecided controverfy 
again : yet Blake generoufly difdaining to be affronted 
again in the Downs, having called a Council of War, 
it was concluded he mould fight, though at fo une- 
qual difadvantage. But the wind rifing, the engage- 
ment was hindered till the next day, and anchoring 
the night before a little above Dover road, fair by 
the enemy, near morning both fleets plyed weftward, 
we having the weather-gage, and about eleven or 
twelve o'clock engaged near the fame place, where the 
firft encounter was, but not with the fame fuccefs, 
for half the fleet did not engage. The Victory, Van- 
guard, and the Triumph, the Admiral's fhip, bore 
moll of the flrefs of the fight, being at one time en- 
gaged with twenty Dutchmen, and were forely torn 
in their rigging, fails, yards, and hulls ; yet they 
fought till after it was dark, a little before which the 
Garland (whofe venturous Captain, out of a noble 
refolution, boarding Van Trump himfelf, was flain 
in the fight, and overpowered with his referves) a 
Navy fhip of the third rate with forty guns, was 
boarded by two Dutch flags, and taken ; as likewife 
the Bonadventure, attempting to relieve them, its 
Captain, Hookfton, being flain before the Triumph 
could fuccour them ; and this was not done without 
great hazard j for Blake was boarded twice, and had 
his topmaft fhot by the board ; and had not the Van- 
guard and Saphire flood refolutely by him, might 
have gone near to be loft : the Hercules was likewife 
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run on fhore., and all the whole fleet that engaged 
was mifcrably rent and torn, and had it not been for 
the night would hardly have come or?, whereas now 
they retreated to Dover, and fo into the river againft 
Leigh to fave themfelves. The Dutch triumphantly 
continued where they were, rcfolving to fall upon 
Blake with their whole fleet and fireibips the next day 
at two o'clock; but milling of them, fent their fcouts 
to Harwich and Yarmouth to fee if they were there, 
purpofingto purfue the fame refolution. In the mean 
time fome of their feamen went altiore into Rumney 
Marfli to fleal flieep, but the troopers were in readi- 
nefs, and killed fix of them, and took eight more. 
Trump ilill continued with his fleet plying between 
the Ifle of Wight and the Nortliforeland, fomewhat 
betwixt Calais and Dungenefs, having put afhorc the 
Lieutenant of the Garland and other feamen, who 
informed that one Dutch fhip was blown up, and 
but two men faved ; and that Trump, and another 
flag fhip, and De Ruyter, had received damage. 
Amidft all this fray, a rich Streights Englifh fhip, 
called the Employment, valued at 200,000/. got fafe 
into Harbour at Portfmouth, being purfued by feven 
Dutch fail of frigates (32). Whitelock gives pretty 
nearly the fame account (33) ; but writing from his 
memory, places this action in the beginning of De- 
cember. Rapin, who throughout the whole account 
of this war is extremely tender of the Dutch, fays 
(34.), that Admiral Blake having received a wound, 
it threw his fleet into fuch difordcr, as rendered it 
impoflible for him to hinder Van Trump from pur fil- 
ing his courfe : yet our own writers fay nothing of 
Blake's being wounded, and therefore I fuppofe that 
he confounds this with the next engagement, wherein 
Blake was actually wounded in the thigh. The fe- 
cret of this defeat is faid to lie in the little care taken 
by the Parliament's Committee for repairing fuch 
fhips as were damaged, and for fending timely fup- 
plies to the fleet ; neither have there been wanting 
writers honefl enough to tell* us why they did this. 
They were it feems grown extremely jealous of mili- 
tary men, and men of action, fearing that they Jhould 
grow too high, and overtop them (35). Thefe are the 
words of my author, and therefore I ufe them. Per- 
haps this conduct might pave the way to the treat- 
ment the Parliament foon after met with, viz. April 
20, 1653, when they were turned out of their Houfe 
by Cromwell and his officers, to whom alfo the fleet 
unanimoufly adhered. 
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engagements the Dutch loft eleven men of war, thirty merchant (hips, and had, accord- 
ing to their own accounts, fifteen hundred men (lain. The Englifh loft only one ftiip, 
the Samfon, but not fewer men than the enemy (/) [G]. In the month of April, 
Cromwell turned out the Parliament, and fhortly after affumed ri|e fupreme power. 
The States hoped great advantages from this, which, however, they did not immedi- 
ately receive; Blake and his colleagues wifely declaring, that whatever happened at 
home, they would not fuffer their country to endure either injuries or infults from 
abroad, and in this they were as good as their words (u) [H]. Towards the end of 
the month, Blake and his colleagues, with a grand fleet of a hundred fail, ftood over 
to the Dutch coaft, and forced the Dutch fleet to fly for flielcer into the Texel, where, 
for fome time, they were kept by Monk and Deane, while Blake failed northward : at 
laft Trump got out, and drew together a fleet of a hundred and twenty men of war. 
On the third of June, the Generals, Deane and Monk, engaged the enemy off the 
North-foreland with indifferent fuccefs. On the fourth, General Blake came in to their 
afliftance with eighteen frefli Ihips, and thereby gained a complete vidlory; infomuch 
that if the Dutch had not once again laved themfelves on Calais Sands, their whole fleet 
had been funk or taken (w) [/]. In the mean time, Cromwell had called, or rather 
appointed, a fort of Parliament, called the Little Parliament, in which Mr. Blake had 
a feat, as one of the Commiflioners from Somerfetfhire (*•), and was by the fame Parli- 
ament continued one of the Generals of the fleet. However, his health was fo impaired, 
that he could not poflibly go to fea, and therefore had no fhare, but by his advice, in 
the laft great victory gained over the Dutch, on the twenty-ninth of July, for which, 
however, the Parliament ordered him a gold chain, as well as the reft of the Admirals, 
who aftually ferved there (y). On the tenth of Odtober he came to London, and took 
his feat in the Houfe, where he received their folemn thanks for his many and faithful 
fervices (z). The Proteftor Oliver, having called a new Parliament, confifting of four 
hundred, Mr. Blake fat therein as Member for his native town of Bridgwater (a). On 
the flxth of December, he was conftituted one of the Commiflioners of the Admiralty 
for fix months, and as he was treated with great refpedt by Cromwell, fo he behaved to- 
wards him with much fidelity, though perhaps no great affedtion, fince he was naturally 
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[G] But not fewer men than the enemy.'] It is need- 
lefs to trouble the reader with feveral accounts of the 
battle mentioned in the text ; I mall therefore only 
take notice of fome little particulars which are net 
there inferted. General Blake, the better to man 
his fleet, had put on board fome regiments of fol- 
diers, who behaved extremely well, and to whom, 
according to fome accounts, the honour of the day 
was chiefly due (36). We muft: not from hence ima- 
gine, that land forces are always equally proper at 
fea, but confider the circum fiances which diftinguifh 
this from other cafes. The troops had been but a 
few days on board, rhe fleet was only employed on a 
cruize, and therefore there was no danger of their 
being weakened by ficknefs, or other accidents at 
fea. Rapin extenuates as much as poffible the defeat 
of the Dutch, and indeed their own writers have not 
been fparing in their jJMns to cover it, but with very 
little fuccefs. 

[H] They were as good as their words. ,] The author 
of Blake's life hath given a very candid and fuccinft 
account of this affair. He tells us, that when Crom- 
well turned the Rump out of the government, and 
took it upon himfelf and his council of officers ; 
Blake, Deane, and Monk, and the reft of the admi- 
rals and fea officers, publifhed a declaration of their 
refolution, notwithftanding the late change, to pro- 
ceed in the performance of their duties and the truft 
repofed in them, againft the enemies of this Com- 
monwealth. And the General was of opinion, on 
the revolution which happened afterwards, that 'twas 
his and his men's duty, to afl faithfully abroad in 
their ftations, fo as might conduce moft to the public 
peace and welfare, whatever irregularity there was in 
the councils at home ; faying to his officers, 7/ is not 
for us to mind fate affair 7, but to keep Foreigners from 
fooling us (37). This conduct induced even Anthony 
Wood to fay, that ever after Blake continued a fortu- 
nate vindicator of his country's privileges from the 
encroachments of infulting neighbours, a victorious 
enemy of the Spaniards, and was highly valued by 
all, even the Royalifts (38). To fay the truth, it is 
hard to conceive how Admiral Blake could have act- 
ed any other part t£an he did, confidently with his 
regard to his country ; fince it is certain that the Par- 
liament began to be fufpe&ed of intending to perpe- 
tuate themfelves, which would have been little better 
than enflaving the reft of the nation. Befides, the 
officers on board the fleet were very little fttisfied 


with the conduct of the Committee, who, by virtue 
of the powers given them by Parliament, were a fort 
of Lords of the Admiralty ; and as we have fpoken 
twice of thefe, it may not be amifs to name them ; 
they were Sir Henry Vane, junior, Mr. Saloway, 
Colonel Thompfon, and Mr. John Carew (39). 

[/] Their whole feet had been funk or taken .] We 
are told by Rapin, that the two fleets met the fecond 
of June and came to an engagement, which was re- 
newed the next day, in which fecond battle, Trump 
lighting with great difadvantage, was obliged to re- 
tire in diforder, having loll many mips, which were 
funk or taken by the Englifh (40). This is a very 
blind account of fo remarkable an action, efpecially 
when he might fo eafily have had a better. Befides 
the date is falfe, for it was not the fecond but the 
third of June. As'to the lofs on both fides, the moll 
particular account I have met with is as follows (41). 
On the fide of the Dutch, there were without doubt a 
great number flain, but how many is uncertain, per- 
haps it may be guefled at by the fubfequent articles. 
Prifoners, there were one thoufand three hundred and 
fifty, and of thefe, fix were Captains. Ships funk, 
fix. Men of war taken, eleven. Of the Englifh 
there were flain General Deane, and one Captain.. 
Of private men, one hundred and twenty. Wound- 
ed, two hundred thirty-fix ; but not fo much as one 
fhip was either funk or difabled. But the importance 
of this victory will be beft declared by the confequen- 
ces of it, which are thus reprefentcd by Heath, who 
wrote at the very time (42). The Engliih, fays he, 
after their viftory ftill lay upon thecoafts of Holland, 
into whofe ports and harbours upon the purfuit, as far 
as the Texel, they had driven and fcattered the Dutch 
fleet, which had fo brought down the ilomachs of the 
Hollander, that that Province having as before fent 
away a boat with a white flag, with a mefl'enger for a 
paflport, and a fafe-conduct for two Embafladors ; 
and having obtained it, fent away the Lords Young- 
ftall and Vande Pecre, to follow two others newly 
gone before. Thefe arrived the twentieth of June, 
and had audience the twenty- fecond : Their me/Tage 
being of fuch importance, for every day their mer- 
chant fhips were taken coming home, and there was 
no ftirring out for any, fo that there was an abfoluto 
ceflation there of trade, no lefs than thirty fhips richly 
laden having been taken by our fleet riding in- tha 
mouth^of their havens. 
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inclined to a Commonwealth (b). In the month of November, 1654, Cromwell thought 
fit to fend him, with a ftrong fleet, into the Mediterranean, with inftruftions which he 
knew would pleafe him, viz. to fupport the honour of the Englifli Flag, and to procure 
fatisfa&ion for any injuries that might have been done to our merchants (c). In the 
beginning of December, Blake came into the road of Cadiz, where he was treated with 
all imaginable refpeft : a Dutch Admiral would not hoift his flag while he was there. 
A French fquadron having flopped one of his tenders, which had been feparated from 
Blake in a ftorm, the Admiral, as foon as he knew to whom he belonged, fent for the 
Captain on board, drank the General's health before him with great ceremony, under a 
difcharge of five guns, and then dilmifled him (d). The Algerines were fo much afraid 
of him, that they flopped the Sallee Rovers, obliged them to deliver up what Englifli 
prifoners they had on board, and then fent them freely to Blake in order to merit his 
favour. All this, however, did not hinder his coming on the tenth of March before 
Algiers, fending an officer on fhore to the Dey, with a meflage, importing, that he had 
orders to demand fatisfadtion for the piracies committed on the Englifh, as alfo the re- 
leafe of all fuch Englifh captives as were then in the place. To this the Dey anfwered, 
That the {hips and captives taken belonged to particular men, and therefore he could 
not reftore them without difcontenting all his fubjetts ; yet he might if he pleafed re- 
deem what Englifli captives were there, at a reafonable price let on their heads, and, if 
he thought good, they would conclude a peace with him, and, for the future, offer no 
afts of hoftility to thofe of his nation. He accompanied this anfwer with a very large 
prcfent of frefh provifions, and it feems at that time to have fatisfied Blake, who, leav- 
ing Algiers, failed to Tunis on the fame errand (e). The Dey of Tunis, who was a 
very brave man, but a little obftinate, refufed to give him any anfwer, or even to fufFer 
him to take in frefh water, fuppofing that the extraordinary pains he had taken to fortify 
the place were fuflicient to defend it : but he was extremely miftaken, for Blake forced 
him to an humble fubmiffion, and to a peace extremely advantageous for his country, 
after he had demolifhed his caftlcs, and burnt ail the fhipping in the haven of Tunis 
(f) [K ]. He in like manner terrified the pyratical ftate of Tripoli into making peace 
with England, and alfo brought the Knights of Malta to a compolition for the injuries 
they had done to this nation (g). Thefe laft exploits were performed in the fpring of 
the year 1655, and raifed the glory of the Englifli name fo high, that moft of the 
Princes and States in Italy, thought fit to pay their compliments to the Protector ; par- 
ticularly the Grand Duke of Tufcany, and the free State of Venice, who lent magni- 
ficent embattles for that purpofe (b). The war, in the mean time, was grown pretty 
hot with Spain ; and Blake, in purfuance of the Protestor's orders, did all that lay in 
his power to ruin their maritime force in Europe, as Penn had done in the Weft Indies 
(/). But thefe extraordinary and continual cares, falling on a conftitution already npt 
a little impaired, brought General Blake into fo bad a itate of health, that fearing the 
ill confequences that might happen, in cafe he fliould die without having any colleague, 
who in fuch a cafe might take charge of the fleet, he wrote letters into England, fug- 
gefting the expediency of joining lbme proper perfon in commiflion \yith him ; upon 
which General Montague was fent with a ftrong fquadron to aflift him, and was made 
Joint-Admiral with him according to his defire (£). Soon after Montague's arrival in 
the Mediterranean, Blake and he failed w T ith their whole fleet, to block up a Spanifh 
fquadron in the bay of Cadiz, which they accordingly did for feveral months. At laft, 
in September, finding they were in want of water, Blake and Montague flood away for 
the coaft of Portugal, leaving Capt. Stayner, with feven fhips under his command, to 
look after the enemy. While they were gone the Spanifh plate fleet appeared, fleering 
for Cadiz, but were intercepted by Stayner, who took the Vice- Admiral, and another 
galleon, which was afterwards burnt by accident, the Rear- Admiral with two millions 
of plate on board, and another fhip richly laden. Thefe prizes, together with all the 
prifoners, were, on the return of the fleet, fent into England under General Montague, 
and Blake alone remained in the Mediterranean (/). Notwithftanding his diftempers, 
which now appeared to be the dropfy and fcurvy, grew upon him daily, yet he kept up 
his fpirits to the laft, and being informed that another plate fleet had put into Santa 
Cruz, in the ifland of Teneriff, he, in the month of April, 1657, failed thither with a 
fleet of twenty-five men of war. On the twentieth of that month, he came into the 
road of Santa Cruz, and notwithftanding the Spanifh Governor had timely notice, was a 
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[K] Burnt all the Jhipping in the hay ofT unisJ\ The 
anfwer fent by the Dey to General Blake was haughty 
and full of contempt. Here, faid he, are our caftles 
of Goletta, and Porto Ferino, do your nxorft, do you 
think *ue fear your fleet ? On the hearing this, Blake, 
as his cuftom was, when in a paflion, began to curl 
his whifkers, and after a ftiort confultation with his 
officers, bore into the bay of Porto Ferino, with his 
great fhips and their feconds, and . coming within 
mufket-fhot of the caftle and the line, he fired on 
both fo warmly, that in two hours the caftle was ren- 
dered defencelefs, and the guns on the works along 
the fhore were difmounted, though fixty of them 


played at a time on the Englifh. The General found 
nine fhips in the road, and ordered every Captain, 
even of his own fhip, to man his long-boat with 
choice men, and thefe to enter the harbour, and fire 
the Tunifeens, while he and his fleet covered them 
from the caftle, by playing continually on it with 
their cannon. The feamen in their boats boldly af- 
faulted the pirates, and burnt all their fhips with the 
lofs of twenty-five men killed, and forty-eight wound- 
ed. This daring action fpread the terror of his name 
through Africa and Afia, which had for a long time 
before been formidable in Europe (43). li^lnd Foreign" 
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man of °reat courage and conduft, and had difpofed all things in the propereft man- 
ner poiTible, for the prefervation both of the (hips and the place, and froin a view of 
the provifion he had made, looked upon an attack, as a thing no wife Admiral would 
think practicable ; yet' Blake, having once fummoned him and received a fhort anfwer, 
determined to force the place, and to do his ntmoft to burn the fleet that was therein, 
which he performed in fuch a manner, as artonifhed the ableft feamcn of thofe times, 
and appears next to incredible in thefe (m). It is allowed to be one of the moft remark- 
able aftions that ever happened at lei, and therefore we have given a particular account 
of it in the notes [L]. Ln this bloodv engagement it ib fell out, that Capt. Benjamin 
Blake, the Admiral's brother, was guilty of fome miftake in his conduft, for which the 
Admiral caufed him inftantly to be removed, his regard for his country obliging him to 
prefer drift juftice to any ties of natural affeftion (»)• As foon as the news arrived in 
En o-land of this extraordinary aftion,. the Protestor lent his Secretary to acquaint his 
fecond Parliament, then fitting, therewith, whereupon they ordered a public thankf- 
givino;, and diredted a diamond ring, worth five hundred pounds, to be lent to Blake". 
One hundred pounds were given to the Captain who brought the news, and the thanks 
of the Houfe was ordered to all the officers and feamen, and to be given them by their 
General (o). Thefe, as they were the laft honours, fo the receipt of them was the lad 
news this brave officer received from his dearly-beloved country. For, returning into 
the Mediterranean, and cruizing fome time before Cadiz, he found his end draw on fo 
faft, that it determined him, if poffible, to return home. Accordingly he failed for 
England, and in his laft fickneis often enquired for land, which, however, he never 
lived to fee, dying as the fleet was entering Plymouth-Sound, on board his fhip the 
St. George, the feventeenth of Auguft, 1657, being about fifty-nine years of age Q>). 
His body was the next day embalmed and wrapped up in lead, his bowels were buried 
in the great church at Plymouth, and his corps conveyed by fea to Greenwich-Houfe, 
where it lay in ftate for fome time; from thence, on the fourth of September, it was 
carried by water in a barge of ftate, covered with velvet, adorned with efcutcheons and 
pencils, accompanied by his brother, relations, and fervants, in mourning; by Oliver's 
Privy-Council, the Commiflioners of the Admiralty and Navy, the Lord Mayor and 
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[L] A particular account of it in the notes, .] On the 
twentieth of April 1657, the Englifh fleet under the 
command of Admiral Blake, were fair in the offing 
of Sancta Cruz, where they difcovered how bravely 
the Spanifh fhip?, fixteen in number, were barrica- 
doed in this bay, where they lay in a manner femi- 
circular. Near in the mouth of this haven ftands a 
cattle, fufliciently furnifhed with great ordnance, 
which threatened deftruction to any that durft enter 
Without its leave into the harbour ; be/ides this, there 
flood feven forts more round about the bay, with fix, 
four, and three r^reat guns a-piece, and united toge- 
ther by a line of communication from "one fort to an- 
other, which was manned with mufquetcers. To 
make all fafe, Don Diego Diagtre?, General of the 
Spanifh fleet, was not idle, in making provifion for 
the belt defence of his armado : he caufed all the 
fmaller fnips to be moored clofc along the fhore, and 
the fix great galleons flooa further out at anchor, with 
their broadfidcs towards the fea. It happened at this 
time, there was a Dutch merchant fhip in the bay, 
the mailer thereof feeing the Englifh ready to enter, 
and that a combat would prcfently be commenced, it 
made him fear, that among all the blows that would 
be given, he could not avoid fome knocks : there- 
fore to fave himfelf, he went to Don Diego, and de- 
iircd his. leave to depart the harbour, for, faid he, I 
arn very fure Blake will prefently be amongft you. 
To this the rcfolute Don made no other reply, but 
get you gone if you will, and let Blake come if he 
dares. They that knew Blake's courage, could not 
but know it needlefs to dare him to an engagement. 
All things being ordered for fight, a fquaclron of 
lhips was drawn out of the whole fleet to make the 
nrft onfet. 7'hefe were commanded by Captain 
vStayner in the Speaker frigate, who no fooner had 
received orders, but immediately he flew into the bay 
with his canvafs wings, and by eight in the morning 
fell pell-mell upon the Spanifh fleet, without the leaft 
regard to the forts, that fpent their fliot prodigally 
upon him. No fooner were thefe entered into the 
bay, but Blake following after, placed certain fhips to 
pour broadfides into the cattle and forts. Thefe 
played their parts fo well, that after fome time the 
Spaniards found their fcrts too hot to be held. In the 
mean time, Blake llrikes in with Stayner, and brave- 
ly fought the Spanifh lhips, which were not much in- 
ferior in number to the Englifh, but in men they 
were far fuperior. Here we fee a refolute bravery 


many times may carry the day, and make numbers lie 
by the lee : this was manifest, for by two of the clock 
in the afternoon, the Englifh had beaten the enemies 
out of their fhips. Now Blake, feeing an impoflibi* 
lity of carrying them away, he ordered his men to 
fire their prizes ; which was done fo effectually, that 
all the Spanifh fleet were reduced to afhes, except- 
two fhips that funk downright, nothing remaining of 
them above water, but fome part of their marts. 
The Englifh having now got a complete victory, 
were put to another difficulty by the wind, which 
blew fo ftrong into the bay, that many defpaired of 
getting out of it again. But God's providence was 
miraculoufly feen, in caufing the wind on a fudden 
to veer about to the South- Weft (a thing not known 
in many years before) which brought Blake and his 
fleet fafe to fea again, notwithstanding the Spaniards 
from the cattle played their great guns perpetually 
upon him as tjiey patted by. The wind, as it prov- 
ed a friend to bring the Englifh forth, fo it continued 
to carry them back again to their former ftation near 

Cadiz (44). The Earl of Clarendon's reflexions 

on this extraordinary exploit are extremely worthy of 
notice. The whole action, fays he, was fo miracu- 
lous, that all men who knew the place, wondered 
that any fober men, with what courage foever endued, 
would ever have undertaken it ; and they could hard- 
ly perfuade themfelves to believe what they had done ; 
whilft the Spaniards comforted themfelves with the 
belief, that they were devils and not men, who had 
dettroyed them in fuch a manner. So much a ttrong- 
refolution of bold and courageous men can bring to 
pafs, that no refiltance and advantage of grpund can 
difappoint them. And it can hardly be imagined, 
how fmall lofs the Englifh fuftained in this unparal- 
lelled action, no one fhip being left behind, and the 
killed and wounded not exceeding two hundred men, 
when the flaughter on board the Spanifh fhips and on 
the more was incredible (45) Sir Philip War- 
wick feems to have looked upon this action in another 
light, for thus he fpeaks of it : Blake's rafh and dar- 
ing attempt proved very fortunate and glorious upon 
the Spanifh fhips in Sancta Cruz ; where, if the wind 
had not almoft to a miracle veered about to bring him 
oft, the conqueror mult have neceffarily been conquer- 
ed. For as he was not able to bring oft* his prize, 
and therefore burnt it, fo he had not 
bring off himfelf, unlefs the wind had 
vourable to him (46). 
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Aldermen of London, the Field Officers of the army, and many other perfons of ho- 
nour and quality, in a great number of barges and wherries covered with mourning, 
marfhalled and ordered by the Heralds at Arms, who directed and attended the folem- 
nity. Thus they palled to Weftmiitfter-bridge, and at their landing, proceeded in the 
fame manner through a guard of feveral regiments of foot to the Abbey, his dear friend 
General Lambert (q), though then in difgrace with the Proteftor, attending on his 
horfe. The proceflion being over, the body was interred in a vault, built on purpofe, 
in the chapel of King Henry VII. (r), whence it was removed on the twelfth of Sep- (y) Kenneth 
tember, 1661, and re-interred in St. Margaret's church-yard (j). He was a man but ££gifteycd 
of a low ftature; however, of a quick, lively eye, and of a good foldier-like counte- p . ^ c * 
nance. He was, in his perfon, brave beyond example, yet cool in attion, and fhewed 
a great deal of military condudl in the difpofition of thofe defperate attacks, which men ou^Crom* 0 
of a cooler compofition have judged rather fortunate than expedient. He certainly well » 2 * 7- 
loved his country with extraordinary ardour, and as he never meddled with intrigues of 
State, fo whatever Government he ferved, he was felicitous to do his duty. He was 
upright to a fupreme degree, for notwithftanding the vaft fums which palled through 
his hands, he fcarcely left five hundred pounds behind him of his own acquiring. In 
fine, he was altogether difinterefted and unambitious, expofing himfelf on all occafions 
for the benefit of the public and the glory of the nation, arid not with any view to his 
own private profit or fame. In refpedt to his perfonal character, he was pious without 
affectation, ftri&ly juft, and liberal to the utmoft extent of his fortune. His officers he 
treated with the familiarity of friends, and to his failors he was truly a parent. The 
State buried him as it was fit : at the public expence a grave was given him, but no 
tomb ; and though he flill wants an epitaph, writers of all parties have fliewn an eager- 
nels to do his memory jultice (/) [M]* We find it very pofitively aflerted, that Cap- 
tain 
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[M] To do his memory juftlceJ\ We Will begin 
with the writer n eared his own time, the author of the 
State Paper, or Gazette of thofe days, who gave the 
public the news of his death in thefe words. 1 Auguft 

* 20, 1657. This morning came the unwelcome 

* news of the death of that gallant General, Blake, a 

* man of great honour, that had wholly devoted him- 

* felf to the fervice of his country, and who gave ma- 

* ny proofs of an extraordinary courage and conduct 

* in actions both by fea and land. He had been a 

* long time a decaying, and in his return, being 

* come to the Lizard Point, finding himfelf to fail, 

* he called feveral of the Commanders of the other 

* mips aboard his own to confer with them ; after- 
€ wards, drawing on towards his laft, he willed them 

* to bear up with all fpeed to Plymouth, hoping to 

* have reached land before his death, but in the very 

* entrance into the Sound of Plymouth he expired. 

* His body being embowelled, and clofed in a meet 

* of lead, the bowels were interred there in the ca- 

* thedral church, and his corpfe was fent along with 

* the fhips towards the Downs (47).' Dr. Bates, 

who was Phyfician to King Charles I., the Protector 
Oliver, and to King Charles II., fpeaks thus of 
Blake. He became famous by many actions abroad ; 
for he humbled the pride of France, reduced the Por- 
tuguefe to fubmiflion, broke the ftrength of the 
Dutch, and drove their fleets out of the fea, fubdued 
the Pirates in the Mediterranean, and twice triumph- 
ed over the Spaniards, blameable only in this, that 
he joined himfelf with the Parricides. At the begin- 
ning of this character, he tells us, Blake was a man ab 
Hcfte laudandus, deferving praife though an enemy, 
which makes it the more remarkable (48). Cla- 
rendon having run through the feries of Blake's em- 
ployments, to the time of his firft going on board the 
fleet, concludes thus. He then betook himfelf wholly 
to the fea. and quickly made himfelf fignal there. 
He was the firft man that declined the old track, and 
made it manifeft that the fcience might be attained in 
lefs time than was imagined, and defpifed thofe rules 
which had been long in practice, to keep his fhip and 
his men out of danger; which had been held in for- 
mer times a point of great ability and circumfpe&ion, 
as if the principal art requifite in the Captain of a 
fhip had been to be fure to come home fafe again. 
He was the firft man who brought the fhips to con- 
temn caitles on more, which had been thought ever 
very formidable, and were difcovered by him to make 
a noife only, and to fright thofe who could be rarely 
hurt by them. He was the firft that infufed that pro- 
portion of courage into the feamen, by making them 
fee by experience what mighty things they could do if 
they were refolved, and taught them to fight in fire 

Vol. II. 


as well as upon water ; and though he hath been very 
well imitated and followed, he was the firft that gave 
the example of that kind of naval courage, and bold 

and refolute achievements (49). Bifhop Burnet ( 49 )Ciarendon* 

hath preferved a paftage very honourable to his me- Hift. Voi.iiu 
mory, which I infert here, becaufe I do not exactly p. 602. 
know where it ought to have been placed in order of 
time. While Blake lay in the road of Malaga, be- 
fore the war broke out with Spain, fome of his fea- 
men going afhore, met the Hoft carrying about, and 
not only paid no refpect to it, but laughed at thofe 
who did. One of the Spanifti priefts put the people 
upon refenting this indignity, and they fell upon 
them and beat them feverely. When they returned 
to their fhips, they complained of this ufage ; upon 
which Blake fent a trumpet to the Viceroy to demand 
the prieft, who was the chief inftrument in that ill- 
ufage. The Viceroy anfwered, that he had no au- 
thority over the priefts, and fo could not difpofe of 
them. General Blake upon that fent him word, that 
he would not enquire who had the power to fend the 
prieft to him, but if he were not fent within three 
hours, he would burn their town. The Spaniards 
hearing this, obliged the Viceroy to fend the prieft to 
Blake, and he juftified himfelf upon the petulant be- 
haviour of the feamen. Blake anfwered, that if he 
had fent a complaint to him of it, he would have pu- 
nifhed them feverely, fince he would not fufFer his 
men to affront the eftablifhed religion of any place, 
at which he touched: but he cook it ill that he had 
fet on the Spaniards to do it, for he would have all 
the world to know, that an Englifhman was only to 
be punifhed by an Englifhman ; fo he treated the 
prieft civilly, and fent him back, being fatisfied that 
he had him in his power. Cromwell was much de- 
lighted with this, and read the letters in Council 
with great fatisfaction, faying that he hoped he fhould 
make the name of an Englifhman as great as ever that 

of a Roman had been (50). An author, who 

was contemporary with Blake, wrote the followino- 
verfes upon his death : 

Here lies a man made Spain and Holland fhake, 
Made France to tremble, and the Turks to quake : 
Thus he tam'd men, but if a lady flood 
In's fight, it rais'd a palfy in his blood ; 
Cupid's antagonift, who in his life 
Had fortune as familiar as a wife. 
A ft iff, hard, iron foldier ; for he 
It feems had more of Mars than Mercury ; 
At fea he thundered, calm'd each raging wave. 
And now he's dead, fent thund'ring to his grave (51). 

From thefe verfes it looks as if the Admiral had been ,cy s ?. ng,and '* 
little addicted to the fair fcx ; and indeed the author Worthles ' *■ 
4 V of 
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tain, Benjamin Blake, brother to the General, differed fo many hardfliips for being £ 
Diffenter, in the latter end of the reign of King Charles II., that he found himfelf under 
a necefllty of felling his patrimony, and tranlporting himfelf and his family to Caroli- 
(m) LWes Eng. na (u)„ Another author (though fome indeed think it is the fame) relates this dory of 
VoJ^^T^" 1 Humphry Blake, the General's brother, and tells us, that the family eftate was 
o. u. P . 125. wort j i two hundred pounds a year, which he was obliged to difpofe of, to pay the fines 
f W ;Hiit.of laid upon him for his Nonconformity fid). It is, however, ftrange, that every one of 
England during t fe General's nephews and nieces, by his fifter Sufannah, who married a gentleman at 
Royal Houfcof Minehead in Somerfetfhire, fliould be totally unacquainted with this tranfaftion, and 
stunts, Vol. i. none Q f the family dill living, fhould be able to give any account of that matter, 

!>t General which, however, is faid to be the cafe (x) and therefore it feems to be juftljr doubted, 
Diet, vol, iii. whether there be any truth in the dory, or whether it is only grounded oq there being a 
*' 3?r ' con fxder able family of his name fettled in chat province, one of whom, when it was in 

private hands, was a Lord Proprietor. 


(52) Lives Eng- 
lifli and Foreign, 
Vol. ii. p. 125. 


of his life, who lived fome time in his brother's fa- 
mily, informs us, that he died a bachelor, not five 
hundred pounds richer than his father left him, the 
eftate of the family defcending to his brother Benja- 
min Blake mentioned in the text (52). There has 
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Hiftory of Eng- keen a grievous complaint made, that after the Refto- 
land, fcfc Vol. i. ration the bones of this true patriot, and victorious 
Admiral, were taken out of his grave and ignomi- 
nioufly tlirown into a ditch (53); But this, not to 
call it a falfity, is a violent exaggeration (£4). After 
the Reftoration there was an order to remove the dead 
badies of the rebels that had been buried in the Ab- 
bey, amongft the reft Cromwell, Ireton, &c. whofe 
remains were ignominioufly treated ; but as for thofe 
of Blake, they were with great decency re-interred in 
St. Margaret's Church-yard (55). C. 


p 4*i- 

NearsHiflr. of 
the Puritans, 
Vol. iv. p. 174, 

(54} Grey's Im- 
partial Exami- 
nation of Neal's 
Hiftory, Vol. iii. 
p. 315. 

(55) Rennet's 
Hiftorica] Re- 
gifter, p. 536. 


(56) Gentle- 
man's Maga- 
zine, Vol, x. 
p. 30Z. 


%* [The character and actions of Blake are fo well 
known, as to Hand in no need of farther encomiums. 
And yet there is fo much pleafure in dwelling upon 
the memory of a man who was fuch a diftinguilhed 
ornament to his country, that we cannot help reciting 
a few obfervations concerning him, from two or three 
modern writers. In a life of him, given in the Gen- 
tleman's Magazine, there is a circum fiance recorded 
that we have not found el fe where, nor do we know 
the authority on which it is grounded. It is faid, 
that while Blake was cruiling in the Mediterranean, 
in February 1650-51, he met with a French Ihip of 
confiderable force, and commanded the Captain to 
come on board, there being then no war declared 
between the two nations. The Captain, when he 
came, was afked whether * he was willing to lay 

* down his fword and yield/ This he gallantly re- 
fufed, though in his enemy's power. Blake, fcorn- 
ing to take the advange of an artifice, and detefting 
the appearance of treachery, told him, ? That he was 

* at liberty to go back to his ftiip, and defend it as 

* long as he could.* JThe Captain willingly accepted 
the offer, and after a fight of two hours, confefled 
himfelf conquered, killed his fword, and furrendered 
it (56). 

In the fame author, there are fome remarks con- 
cerning Blake's conduct, in the battle which he 
fought with the Dutch, on the 29th of November, 
165 2, that appear worthy of attention. * There are, 

* lays he, fometi/nes obfervations and enquiries, 
f which all hiftorians leem to decline by agreement, 
1 of which this action may afford us an example. 

* Nothing appears at the firll view more to demand 

* our curiofity, or afford matter for examination, 
' than this wild encounter of twenty-two mips, with 

* a force, according to their accounts who favour the 
' Dutch, three times fuperior. Nothing can j ufti fy 
c a commander in fighting under fuch difadvantages, 

* but the impoffibility of retreating. But what hin- 
c dered Blake from retiring as well before the fight 
1 as after it ? To fay he was ignorant of the ftrength 
( of the Dutch Fleet, is to impute to him a very cri- 
1 minal degree of negligence; and, at leaft, it muft 
1 be con felled, that, from the time he faw them, he 
; could not but know that they were too powerful to 
: be oppofed by him, and even then there was time 

1 for retreat. To urge the ardour of his failors, is to 
I diveit him of the authority of a Commander, and 


* to charge him with the moil reproachful weaknefs 
' that can enter into the character of a general. To 
i mention the impetuofity of his own courage, is to 

* make the blame of his temerity equal to the praife 
€ of his valour ; which feems, indeed, to be the mod 

* gentle cenfure that the truth of hiftory will allow. 

* We inuft then admit, amidft our eulogies and ap- 

* plaufes, that the great, the wife, and the valiant 

* Blake, was once betrayed to an inconfiderate and 

* defperate enterprize, by the refiftlefs ardour of his 

* own fpirit, and a noble jealoufy of the honour of 

* his country (57).* 

Blake's behaviour to his brother Benjamin has been 
defervedly celebrated as one of the nobleft inftances 
of juftice to his country, and, at the fame time, of 
tendernefs to a friend and relation, that can be met 
with in ancient or modern hiftory. When that bro- 
ther betrayed cowardice in the firft trial, he immedi- 
ately broke and fent him home, as unworthy of the 
nation's pay. Yet the want of military virtue did 
not leffen the ties of fraternal affection, and he left 
his brother to enjoy that eftate which he might be 
qualified to adorn in private life (58). 

Mr. Granger, fpeaking of Blake's being nearly 
fifty years of age before he took the command of a 
fleet, obferves, that his want of experience feems to 
have been of great advantage to him : * He followed 

* the light of his own genius only, and was prefently 

* feen to have ail the courage, the conduct, and the 

* precipitancy of a good Sea-officer. The very 

* temerity of his enterprizes (truck terror into his 

* enemies, and contributed greatly to his fuccefs* 

* He not only improved the method of attack, but 
« carried the naval power of Cromwell to a greater 

* height than had been known in any age or nation 

' (59).' 

Mr. Hume's character of our great Admiral is 
drawn up with that hiftorian's ufual elegance and fpi- 
rit. * Never man, fo zealous for a faction, was fo 

* much refpected and efteemed even by the oppofite 

* factions. He was, by principle, an inflexible re- 
c publican ; and the late ufurpations, amidft all the 

* truft and careffes which he received from the rulino- 
! powers, were thought to be very little grateful to 

* him. It is ft ill our duty, he faid to the feamen, /• 
! fight fir our country , into whatever hands the govern- 

* mem may fall. Difinterefted, generous, liberal; 
< ambitious only of true glory, dreadful only to his 

* avowed enemies ; he forms one of the moft perfect 
■ characters of that age, and the leaft ftained with 

* thofe errors and violences, which were then fo pre- 

* dominant. The Protector ordered him a pompous 
€ funeral at the public charge : but the tears of his 

* countrymen were the moft honourable panegyric on 

* his memory (60). ' 

We mail add a few lines from Mr. Glover's Poem, 
entitled, * London.' 


(sS) mi. 

Voli xvi, }u X5& 


Hift. of Erg* 
land, Vol.iiu 
p. So, 


Thy name 


(€q) Hift. oT 
Great Britain, 
Vol. vii.p, a 65, 


Was heard in thunder through the affrighted mores 
Of pale Iberia, of fubmiflive Gaul, 
And Tagus trembling to his utmoft fource. 
O ! ever faithful, vigilant, and brave, 
Thou bold aflertor of Britannia's fame, 

Unconquerable Blake ! (61).] K, (61; Ganger, 

ubi 
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• For trie mate- 
rials of this Ar- 
ticle, we are 
indebted to John 
Blake, Efqj of 
Parliament, 
ftreet, Weftmin- 
fter, and to the 
Annual Regif. 
\er for 1776, 
Vol. xviii. p. 
30 — 35 Part. ii. 
The authenti- 
city of the ac- 
count in the 
Annual Regif- 
ter is confirmed 
by Mr, Blake. 

(to) See the 
Article H. 
BAKER. 


[BLAKE (John Bradby), * a young perfon who was cut off early in life, 
bin whofe improvements in natural knowledge were fo great, and his defire to promote 
it lb zealous and fuccefsful, that he is juftly entitled to an honourable place in this work, 
was the fon of John Blake, Efq; of Parliament-llreet, Weftminfter, and was born in 
Great Marl borough- ftreet, London, on the fourth of November, in the year 1745. 
His grammatical education he received at Weftminfter School, then under the care of 
Dr. Markham, the prefent Archbifhop of York ; and Dr. Cooper was his private tutor. 
In mathematical learning he was inftrufted by Mr. John Canton of Spittal-fquare, 
M. A. a diftinguillied member of the Royal Society (a); and he acquired an acquaint- 
ance with chymiftry from Mr. Read, Mr. More, hereafter mentioned, and the late 
ingenious Mr. Henry Baker (I?). To render him complete in drawing, he was put 
under the beft mafters ; and his progrefs, in every refpeft, was equal to the hopes and 
willies of his father and his friends. In botany, which was his favourite ftudy, he 
obtained no fmall degree of fldll before he went abroad. With all thefe advantages of 
education, Mr. Blake ftruck at once into life, being fent out, in the latter end of the 
year 1766, when he was fomething more than twenty-one years of age, as one of the 
Eaft India Company's Supercargoes at Canton in China. No fooner was he fixed in 
this place, than he refolved to employ every moment of his time, which could be 
fpared from the immediate duties of his ftation, to the advancement of natural fcience, 
and the benefit of his country. His plan was to procure the feeds of all the vegetables 
found in China, which are ufed in medicine, manufactures, or food; or are in any 
fhape ferviceable to mankind ; and to fend into Europe not only fuch feeds, but the 
plants by which they were produced. His view in this was, that they might be propa- 
gated either in Great Britain and Ireland, or in thofe colonies of America, the foil and 
climate of which might beft fuit them. As thefe colonies on the Continent, as well as 
the Weft-India i (lands, lie in fimilar latitudes with the refpeftive provinces of China, 
Mr. Blake had realbn to hope, that the feeds and plants he fent over would all 
fucceed in one or other of them, if conveyed thither in a vegetable ftate. Nor did he 
confine himfelf folely to the produce of the Chinefe Empire. He eftablifhed, likewife, 
(by means of the Junks) an intercourfe with Japan and Cochin China j and his endea- 
vours were attended with fuccefs. The feeds fent by him to John Ellis, Efq; of 
Gray's-Inn, of the fine Cochin China rice, which in that country grows on the hills and 
uplands, have been propagated in Jamaica, by Henry Ellis, Efq; of that ifland, and 
on General Melvill's eftate in Dominica. The fame hath been done by Dr. Garden, of 
Charles Town, South Carolina ; who informed his correfpondent in London, that the 
Cochin China rice not only flourifhed in his own garden, but in thofe of many Gentle- 
men belides, to whom he diftributed fome of the feeds which were fent him; and that, 
by getting into frefh feeds, it promifed to be a valuable grain in the hilly parts of that 
province. The tallow-tree alio, the feeds of-which Mr. Blake tranfmitted to England, 
hath profpered in Carolina, in Jamaica, and in feveral other of the American colonies. 
In fhort, both thefe articles bid fair to be of much utility to the Colonifts ; and may, 
in time, become confiderable obje&s of commerce \_A~\. All the plants mentioned in 
the note with a variety of others from feeds fent by Mr. Blake to England, and 

diftributed with a liberal and impartial hand, are, likewife, in a flourifhing ftate, in his 
Majefty's Garden at Kew; in Chelfea, at the Garden of the Apothecaries Company ; as 
alio at Dr. Fothergill's, near Stratford 5 Dr. Pitcairn's, near Iflington 3 Mr. Malcombe's, 
at Kennington Common ; Mr, Baffington's, at Hoxton, and particularly at Mile-end, 
in the garden of that well-known pradlical botanift, Mr. Gordon. Moreover, Mr. 
Gordon took the care of the various plants which Mr. Blake tranfmitted, in pots, from 
China, to his father, and to his friend Mr. John Ellis of Gray's-Inn, to whofe botanic 
knowledge and correfpondence he was, in fome degree, indebted for his own ardour in 


(a) Seeth*. 
Article CAN- 
TON. 


Become confiderable objecls of commerce J\ In the 
South Carolina and American General Gazette, 
No. 743, from Monday, Dec. 21. to Monday, Dec. 
28, 1772, mention is made of both thefe articles in 
the following words. After taking notice ofaTreatife 
on the Culture of different Kinds of Rice, entitled, 
Travels of a Pbtlofopber, by Monf. le Poivre : * We 

* have the pleafure to inform the public, that, by 

* the indefatigable induftry of a very curious Gentle- 

* man at Canton, a fufficient quantity for experiment 

* of the upland rice from Cochin China, mentioned 

* above, fo long wiftied for, has been fent by the 

* Thames Indiaman, to his friend in Gray's-Inn, 

* who will take proper care that it is diftributed to 

* fuch perfons in our fouthern Colonies as will make 
< a fair trial of this molt ufeful grain. We are fur- 

* ther indebted to this curious Gentleman for a par- 

* eel of the feeds of the croton febiferum of Linnaeus, 

* or the tallow- tree of China, preferved in a moll 
e excellent manner. This tree feems to afford a fub- 

* ftance between wax and tallow, and which bids 

* fair to be of as great ufe to our fouthern American 
1 Colonies, as it is in China. 1 Dr. Garden, in a 


3 


letter to his correfpondent, written in the year 1773, 
acquaints him of his having received from Mr. Blake, 
fen. feeds of two forts of China indigo, the one of a 
deep, and the other of a fky blue ; the lacquer-tree ; 
the oil-tree, ufed to mix up the lacquer for cabinets; 
the alcea, defcribed in Kempfcr's Hiilory of Japan, 
which in China is an article of vegetable food ; and 
many feeds befides, from Pekin, and the more 
northerly provinces of China ; particularly feveral 
from Corea, a country between China and Tartary, 
above three hundred leagues from Canton. The Doc- 
tor farther obferves, that himfelf and others were fen- 
fible, how highly beneficial fuch an intercourfe be- 
tween the Eaft Indies and America, as had for its 
object the propagation of the trees and plants which 
^are ufeful either in medicine or commerce, would be 
to the colonies. His words are thefe : * When Gen- 

* tlemen of fuch benevolent difpofitions, and public 
1 fpirit, as Mr. Blake and his father, engage in fuch 

* attempts, much advantage muft foon flow from a 
' plan of this kind ; at leaft ought to fttjw from it, if 
1 as well feconded on this fide the Atlantic (i)' 

the 


(r) Annual Re- 
gister, for 277 5i 
Vol. xviii. Part 
ii. p. 
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ihc fame purfuit. Among thefe plants arrthe lichees, a very fine fruit of China,' of 
feveral forts ; -$ alfo the gardenia, of a beautiful yellow dye. Not to mention every 
vegetable production fent over by Mr. Blake, two plants of the tea- tree, given by him 
to his father, and Mr, Ellis, were propagated and multiplied by Mr. Gordon, and 
itood the open air all the Winter of the latter end of 1773, and the beginning of 1774. 
The laft circumftance was owing to the advice of our ingenious young Gentleman ; 
who wrote, from Canton, that this valuable fhrub was under fnow in fome of the 
northern provinces of China, for many weeks together in the Winter feafon ; on which 
account he recommended it to be no longer treated in England as entirely a hot-houfe 
plant. It would extend this article too much to particularize the various feeds which 
Mr. Blake, from time to time, took care to get conveyed to England, during his resi- 
dence in China > or to enumerate the plants tranfmitted by him that have flourifhed in 
feveral botanic gardens near London, as, alfo, in fome of the mofl foutherly counties 
in the weftern parts of the kingdom. There is among them a variety of new fpecies, 
the feeds of which were put up, by Mr. Blake's own hand, in fo peculiar a manner, as 
to bring with them their vegetative qualities, not only to England, but likewife, for 
the fecond feafon of fowing, to America. His contrivances for this purpofe were An- 
gularly ingenious. He alfo fent home, at various times, above one hundred drawings 
of choice plants, curioufly delineated from nature, with all their parts of fructification, 
diffefted by himfelf, and coloured. Thefe drawings, which are in the pofieffion of his 
father, have been declared by Dr. Solander to be exquifite performances ; and that 
eminent botanift has clafled and arranged fome of the plants they reprefent, according 
to the Linnsean fyftem, from their parts of fructification : fo accurately were thefe parts 
defcribed in the drawings. Had Mr. Blake's life been continued, he had intended, in 
the fame manner, to have gone through all the botanic productions of China. For this 
purpofe, and to facilitate his undertaking, he had engaged to his afliftance one of the moft; 
ingenious draughtfmen of China, who, under the direction of his able employer, fol- 
lowed nature as clofely as pencil and paint could attain. This perfon, who was retained 
at no fmall expence, was in Mr. Blake's apartments in the factory everyday, from nine 
in the morning till fix in the evening, for the three or four years previous to that Gen- 
tleman's lamented death. During the leifure time afforded by the fhipping's being 
difpatched for Europe, Mr. Blake himfelf fat at the fame table with this and another 
afliftant, laying out the feveral vegetable fpecimens that had been gathered diffeCting 
the parts of fructification, with which the Chinefe are not acquainted ; and drawing 
the outlines for his afliftants to colour and finifh. Indeed, they are all fo elegantly and 
fcientifically difpofed, as to appear, to every one who has viewed them, like the natural 
plants themfelves. 

It was not to botanic fubje&s alone, that Mr. Blake's genius was confined. He had 
begun to collect foffils and ores, or rather to procure them ; for the narrow limits 
within which the Europeans are, at Canton, confined, could not afford much fcope 
forperfonal collection [2?]. Indeed, when they retire to the ifland of Macao, during 
the abfence of the (hipping, they have a range of larger extent. Though this country 
recels is very defirable, efpecially in the greateft heat of the weather, Mr. Blake, never- 
thelefs, denied himfelf the fatisfaCtion of it for one whole year, in order to view the 
progrefs of fome particular plants through the various feafons. In confequence of his 
attention to mineralogy, he fent to Mr. Ellis, a fpecimen of lead ore, from a mine 
which the Chinefe £ad lately difcovered in the interior parts of China. He tranfmitted, 
likewife, at another time, a fpecimen of the ore paaktong y or white copper, from the 
mines in the province of Yunnan, together with zink, or fpelter, and other materials ; 
- as alfo the proceffes by which this beautiful metal is made in China into various uten- 
fils, both for ufe and ornament. From thefe materials and proceffes, his friend Mr. 
(t) Secretary to Samuel More (c)> to whom they were conveyed, has produced a metal equally white 
!hee^our y 3 ge- ancl P ure > but more duCtile, than that which the Chinele thenrrfelves make i his fpeci- 
mentof Arts, men having been flatted, in a mill, to the thinnefs of common paper. There is, 
GmudSc. moreover, reafon to hope, from the appearances of the Chinefe copper ore, that a 
fimilar one may be found in the mines of our own country ; and that this ore, taken 
in its proper ftate, may, by fuch proceffes as are ufed in China, whiten with zink, and 
the other materials which are obtainable in England. Mr. Blake fent likewife to Mr. 
More, fpecimens of the earths, clays, fands, (tones, and the reft of the materials em- 
ployed in making the true Nankin porcelaine ; all of which were put by Mr. More 
inter the hands of Mr. Wedgewood, the moft celebrated potter in England [C]. Nay, 

[&] Much fcope for perfonal _ collection.] One can true porcelaine materials. He defired nothing more 

fcarcely help reflecting, on this occafion, how mor- than a larger quantity, to diftribute it among the 

tifying it muft have been, to a perfon of Mr. Blake's different counties of England, that a fearch might be 

a&ive genius, to be precluded, by the policy of made for the like materials. He wifhed, too, to be 

China, from exploring, at large, an empire, which farther favoured, by Mr. Blake, with a defcription of 

prcfents fo many objects of curiofity and obfervation. the nature of the land on which thefe materials were 

[C] The moft celebrated potter in England.] This found in China, or what mines and minerals accom- 

ingenious artift hath produced, from thefe materials, panied them ; with plans and fe&ions of the kilns 

fome pieces of excellent porcelaine; and has declared ufed by the Chinefe. All thefe Mr. Blake would 

that the earths, Arc. were fo complete, and yet fo undoubtedly have procured, had he not been pre- 

. fimple a fet of fpecimens, as beyond doubt to be the vented by his death. 

1 fo 
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Narrative and 
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Col. Blood's 
attempt on. the 
Regalia, 
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the time of the 
Trouble?, when 
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fo zealous was Mr. Blake that his native country might reap the benefit of the ingenu- 
ity and invention of the Chinefe, that he was endeavouring to colled models of the 
machines ufed in every art praftifed, and every manufacture carried on by that induf- 
trious people. The fpecimens of wrought gold, filver, enamel, and ivory ; the 
colours, paintings in glafs, infedls, and moths, feveral of them non defcript, which he 
forwarded to his father, are too numerous to be enlarged upion in this place. In fa<5t, 
he facrificed his life to the induftry and ardour of his purfuits. By denying himfelf the 
needful recreations, and by fitting too clofely to his drawing and ftudies, he brought 
on a gravelly complaint ; and this was followed by the ftone, and a ftone fever, which 
carried him off, at Canton, on the 16th of November, 1773, when he had but juft 
entered the twenty-ninth year of his age. His death was fincerely and deeply lamented, 
not only by the Gentlemen of our Fa&ory, and the other Europeans in Canton, but by 
the Chinefe themfelves; who, as we are well informed, held him in the higheft efteem. 
He was buried with much ceremony at Uampo, and the Europeans of all nations united 
in accompanying his funeral, with every mark they could fhew of their concern for fo 
unhappy an event. The principal Chinefe merchants alfo, and others of that nation, 
teftified the fame concern, by attending the corpfe from the Factory to the water-fide. 

So fenfible were Mr. Blake's friends in England of his ingenuity and merit, that 
they wiftied to have him enrolled among the members of the Royal Society : accord- 
ingly, they had prepared a proper certificate for the purpofe, at the very time when 
his father had but juft received the diftreffing news of his Ion's deceafe. This they were 
ignorant of, when the certificate was prefented ; and they were filled with grief and 
furprife, when they were informed by the prefident, that the objedt of their kind offices 
was no more. It was, however, no fmall confolation to them, that Sir John Pringle 
feized this occafion of lamenting, in the mod pathetic terms, the death of Mr. Blake, 
as a public misfortune. The prefident in fi fled on the many marks of attention which 
this young Gentleman had already ftiewn to the fciences in general, and to natural 
hiftory in particular j and he declared, that, in the opinion of the beft naturalifts, there 
had never been, in that part of the world, where Mr. Blake had fpent the laft years of 
his life, a perfon of more real knowledge. Sir John concluded with obferving, that 
he did not doubt but that every member of the Society would fympathize with him iti 
regretting fo great and extenfive a lofs. 

Mr. Blake's plan was fo noble, his head and his heart were fo deeply engaged in it, 
and the pains and expence he went through to carry it into execution were fo extraordi- 
nary, that his deceafe may be confidered as an irreparable calamity; unlefs fome other 
Gentleman, who may hereafter refide in China, that great Empire of the Arts, fhould 
have fufficient abilities and courage to tread in his fteps,. and to continue what he had 
thus fuccefsfully begun. But, perhaps, it may be a long time before a perfon bt 
lent into that part of the world, who fhall have had an education equally complete, 
who fhall poflefs the fame qualifications, and be animated with as warm a zeal for the 
advancement of knowledge, and the benefit of his country.] K. 

BLOOD (Thomas), generally called Colonel Blood, as extraordinary an adven- 
turer as ever lived in this or any other country. He was, according to fome accounts,' 
the fon of a blackfmith in Ireland (a) ; but, from other impartial evidences, I rather 
conclude his father to have been concerned in iron-works, and to have acquired an eafy 0 
fortune in that kingdom, to the profpeft of which this man was born (b), and fo might (i) Remarks 
be faid to come into the world a gentleman [^]. It is alfo not a little uncertain when °n Mr.Biuod s 
he was born 3 but, from a comparifon of circumftanccs, it appears probable it was in 
1628, or thereabouts (r). He came over into England while a very young man, and 
married, in Lancashire, the daughter of one Mr. Holcraft, a gentleman of good cha- 
racter in that county. This feems to have been in 1648, for he was in England when 
Col. Rainsford was furprifed and killed at Pontcfra<5t (d). He returned afterwards into 

Ireland j and though his family owed the beft part of what they had to the pure favour on Blood's £i\ 

p- 


Lifr, p. x, 


(d) Remarks 


(1) Stowe's 
Survey at Lon- 
don, by Strype, 
Vol. i. B. i. 

f. 02. 

(2) Carte's Life 
of the Duke of 
Orrnond, Vol. ii. 
p. 420. 


(l) Remarks on 
the Life of the 
famedMr Blood, 
London, 1680, 
iof. p. i» 


[A ] Might be faid to come into the <world a gentle- 
man.'] It is in the account drawn up by Mr. Edwards 
and his fon (i), of the manner in which Blood took 
the crown out of the Tower, that he is faid to be the 
fon of a Blackfmith. But this feems to be quelUoned 
by a very intelligent author (2), who informs us, that 
whatever his parents were, he had by letters-patent, 
dated June the 12th, in the 16th of King Charles I., 
a grant of the towns and lands of Sarney, Beatoivne, 
and Foyleftowrte, in the barony of Dunboytie in the 
county of Meath, as alfo five hundred acres of unpro- 
fitable mountain in the territory of Glanmabur, alias 
le Glims, in the county of 1Vicklo<we. Another au- 
thor, who feems to be very well acquainted with all 
the remarkable pallages of his life (3), fpeaks thus 
of his parentage, which does not fecm to agree with 
the report of his being the fon of a Blackfmith, 
though it muft be confeflcd that it is not very explicit. 
1 His" birth was fuch as gave him thofe advantages 

Vol. II. 


that ufually diflinguim a man from the vulgar; for 
though wit and parts, courage and ilrength, are not 
hereditary to the gentility, yet it is a great felicity 
to be born of fuch parents as are above thofe wants 
that deprive them of be (lowing rhe benefits of edu- 
cation upon their children ; and fo far from the re- 
proaches of poverty, that they are never fpoken of 
by the world but with a decent and becoming cha- 
racter. Such were Mr. Blood's parentage, fprious, 
honeit, and of no inferior credit and pofleflion in 
the country where they lived, which made them 
take that care that their offspring fhould not be de- 
generate from the virtues and repute of his ancef- 
tors, for forming and fhaping his conditions ac- 
cording to the rules of Uriel and fober education, 
which had that influence upon him as to pieferve 
him from thofe extravagancies that ufually attend 
upon metalled and active fpirits.' 
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of the Crown, yet he ftruek in with the prevailing party, ferved as a Lieutenant in the 
Parliament forces, and obtained a certain quantity of land affigned him for his pay; 
befides which, Henry Cromwell, when he governed that country, had lb good an opi» 
nion of him, as to put him into the commiffion of the peace, though fcarcely two and 
^; Remarks on twenty years of age (*). Thefe favours, and the turn of his education, in all probabi- 
Biood-s Life, «w -jj gave him fuch an inclination to the Republican party, as was not to be altered ; 

and after the King's reftoration there happened fome accidents, which contributed to 
increafe his difaffeftion to the Government. The Aft of Settlement in Ireland, and 
the proceedings thereupon, certainly atfe&ed him deeply in his fortune, and, he be- 
lieved, unjuftly, which eafily drew him to turn his thoughts any way that promifed re- 
(P Kenneth drefs (f). He knew there were multitudes in the fame condition that had been old 
of° En 1 ?™"*' f° ldiers > and were equally capable of contriving, concealing, and carrying into execu- 
voi. iii a p.28o. tion a plot for altering or fubverting any form of government, of which he had feen 
fome examples. Upon alTociating a little with the malecontents, he found his notions 
exadlly juftified ; and that there was a defign on foot for a general infurredion, which 
was to be begun by furpriiing the caftle of Dublin, and feizing the perfon of the Duke 
( g ) carte's Life of Ormond, then Lord Lieutenant (g). Into this he entered without any hefitation ; 
ormon? voi°ii an d though many of the perlbns involved in this dangerous undertaking were much his 
p.420. ' ' fuperiors in rank, yet he very foon was at the head of the affair, prefided in all their 
councils, was the oracle in laying their projects, and depended on for conducting them 
in their execution. He fhewed his dexterity in things of this nature, by laying fuch a 
plan for furprifing Dublin caftle, and the Duke's perfon at the fame time, as nothing 
but its being divulged could have prevented ; and at the fame time he penned a De- 
claration fo accommodated to the humour and understanding of the foldiers, as would 
r*; see the Re- infallibly have drawn over the beft part of the army (£). But, on the very eve of its 
irlmHouVof execution, the whole confpiracy, which had been long fufpefted, was abfolutely dif- 
commons, in covered ; and fo Col. Blood had only the honour of the contrivance (i) [£]. His CO Remarks oa 
note [mj* brother-in-law, one Lackie a Minifter, who was embarked in the bufinefs, was, with tio^fz^ 
many others, apprehended, tried, convicted, and executed : but Lieutenant Thomas 
Blood made his efcape, and kept out of reach, notwithflanding the Duke of Ormond, 
and the Earl of Orrery, both laboured to have him fecured, and a proclamation was 
publifhed by the former, with the promife of an ample reward for apprehending him (&). (k) Orrery^ 
Nor was he only fo lucky as to prevent confinement and punifhment, but, by an au- ^ ters ' p ' 69 > 
dacity ftill more fingular, had almoft frighted away the guards that attended Lackie's 
execution, and even alarmed the friends of the Lord Lieutenant on the fcore of his 
(i) cote's Life fafety (I) ; fo high was Blood's fame for fagacity and intrepidity at this time, and fo 
ormond vo]°L capable he was held of undertaking any thing hispaffion or intereft dictated, and of con- 
p 423. ' dueling fkilfully whatever was bv him undertaken, how defperate or difficult foever [C]. 

He 


[i?] So CoL Blood had only the honour of the con- 
trivance^ The reader is to obferve, that there were 
two diftioft defigns on foot in 1663 ; the one a gene- 
ral infurreftion, the other the furprifing the caftle of 
Dublin. The latter was indeed only a branch of the 
former ; but different perfons were concerned in them ; 
only Blood embarked in both, and was of the council 
both in the country and at Dublin ; and it was in- 
tended to have executed the fcheme of furprifing the 
Lord Lieutenant on the 9th or 10th of March : but 
one Mr. Philip Alden, who was of the council, gave 
intelligence to the Duke of Ormond, who thereupon 
took fuch meafures as might have difcouraged men of 
lefs fpirit and refolution. But in refpeft to them, 
thefe fteps only ferved to quicken them ; fo that they 
determined to put their fcheme in execution on the 

(4) Carte's Life 5th of March, 1663 (4). The defign was not ill 
of the Duke of laid : feveral perfons with petitions in their hands 
Ormond, Vol. 11. wcre tQ wa j t w i t hin the caftle, as if they ftaid to pre- 
pt 420 ' fent them to the Lord Lieutenant, and about four- 

fcore of the old daring difbanded foldiers were to ilay 
on the outfide, drelTed like carpenters, fmiths, flioe- 
makers, and other ordinary mechanics. As foon as 
the Lord Lieutenant went in, a baker was to pafs by 
the main-guard with a large bafket of white bread on 
his back, which, by making a falfe ftep, he was to 
throw down, which might create a fcramble among 
the foldiers, and offer the fourfcore men before men- 
tioned an opportunity of difarming them, while the 
others with petitions in their hands fecured all within, 
and being once mafter of the caftle and the Duke of 
Ormond's perfon, they were to publilh their declara- 

(5) State Letters tion (5). But the principal confpirators were feized 
of the Ear] of about twelve hours before the time appointed for the 
Orrery, p. 69, execution of the defign, in which no lefs than feven 
7 °' Members of the Houfe of Commons (for the Parlia- 
ment of Ireland was then fitting) were concerned. 
This brought the matter to be examined before that 


AfTembly, who, after giving their Members a day to 
be heard, which they declined, came, amongft other 
refolutions, to thefe that follow (6), vise. (6) Carte's Life 

I. That all and every the laid perfons were en- °f the Duke of 
gaged in the faid delperate and traiterous plot. Ormond, Vol. if. 

II. That the faid plot (had it not been prevented l * th Q e A PP cndil > 
by the bleffing of God upon the great wifdom and vi- P " 3 °" 
gilancy of his Grace the Lord Lieutenant) would pro- 
bably have engaged the three kingdoms under dread- 
ful and fad confequences. 

IIL That the paper being an intended declaration, 
written with the hand of Thomas Blood, late of Sar- 
ney, one of the ringleaders in the faid confpiracy, 
and fent by the Lord Lieutenant, with the other exa- 
minations, informations, and confelfions, this day to 
the Houfe, and diftin&ly read, is fcandalous, trea- 
fonable, and falfe in every particular, and that upon 
the knowledge of this Houfe ; and therefore that his 
Grace would be pleafed, if he thinks fit, to com- 
mand the faid paper, or copy thereof, to be burnt by 
the hand of the common hangman, at the moll pub- 
lic place in this city. 

[C] Whatever was by him undertaken , how defpe* 
rate or difficult foever.] His brother Mr. Lackie, the 
Minifter, endeavoured to fecure himfelf from punifti- 
ment for the lhare he had in this treafonable defign r 
by pretending madnefs ; but that had no efFett: he 
was tried and condemned, and, in purfuance of his 
fentence, was brought to the place of execution, 
when a rumour was fpread amongft the populace, that; 
Captain Blood was coming with a party to refeue the 
priibner ; upon which every one, even to the hang- 
man, fhifted for himfelf, and left the prifoner with a 
halter about his neck alone under the gallows ; but 
no body appearing, the fherifFs officers recovered their 
fpirits, returnecl to their pofts, and faw the poor man 
hanged (7). It was not long after this that the Lord (7) Remark! 
Lieutenant took a j ourney into the country, either for upon the Life of 

bufinefs Mr, Blood, p.*. 
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He ftaid as long amongft the fe&aries and remains of Oliver's forces as he found it prac- 
ticable to conceal himfelf, and then^had recourfe to the mountains, and the prote&ion 
of the old native Irifh : and the better to attach thofe he converfed with to his interefts, 
he became all things to all men ; he was a Quaker to fome, an Anabaptift to others, 
an Independent where that would befl recommend him, and to befpeak the favour of 
(m) Carte's Life the poor ignorant natives, he took the character of a Prielt (w). By thefe arts he 
oVmon^VoUi. lifted about from one place to another, making himfelf acquainted with all parties in 
f . 4*3- 1 the ifland, and with all their interefts and connections at home and abroad (?/). At laft, 
finding all his haunts known, and that it was impoflible to raife, at that jundure, any 
infurreclion, he found means to get over into Holland, where he was very well re- 
ceived, and admitted into great intimacy with fome of the moft confidcrable perfons in 
the Republic, particularly Admiral de Ruyter (o). He went from thence to England, 
with fuch recommendations to the Fifth-monarchy-men, and other malecontents, t.iat 
he was immediately admitted into all their councils, and had a large fhare in all thofe 
dark intrigues that were then carrying on, for throwing the nation again into confu- 
( P ) Carte's Life fion (p). In this fituation he gave another ftrong inftance of his bold enterprifing ge- 
of the Duke of n ius, which almofb exceeds belief [D] : But finding the Government apprized of their 
defigns, and forefeeing that the perfons principally concerned could not efcape being 
apprehended, he refolved to withdraw into Scotland, where he fo wrought upon the 
discontents of the people, that he contributed not a little to the breaking out of the in- 
furreftion there, and was prefent in the action of Pentland-Hills, Nov. 27, 1666, in 
which the infurgents were routed, and about five hundred killed (q). He fled, after 
this defeat, back to England, and from thence to Ireland, where he landed within 
three miles of Carrickfergus ; but Lord Dungannon purfued him fo clofejy, th.it he was 
obliged to retire very fpeedily into England (r). He had not been long in this king- 
dom before he performed a frefh exploit, which was as extraordinary, more fuccefsful, 
and made much greater noife in the world, than any thing he had yet done. As the 
circumftances attending it are very little known, we have given the only diftincft nar- 
rative that remains of it a place in the notes [£]. Before he engaged himfelf in this 

affair. 
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bufinefs or pleafure, with no other attendants than a 
few of his own fervants : he was advifed by the Lord 
Mount-Alexander to be more careful of his perfon, 
as he had information that Blood had been lately in 
that neighbourhood, where he laboured to iHr up the 
people to fedition, and frequently declared that the 
feizing the Duke of Ormond would have been a 
greater fervice to their caufe, than furprifing the callle 
of Dublin (8). Jt appears from thefe two inftances, 
that both the vulgar and the better fort of people were 
alike frightened and alarmed, from the apprehenHon 
of this man's cunning and boldnefs. Indeed, con- 
fidering the number of the difaffedted in that king- 
dom, and the temper of thofe people, it was no great 
wonder ; fince, after the fin! plot on the caftle of 
Dublin was detected, they went on with their gene- 
ral defign, till that alfo was difcovered, and the prin- 
cipal perfons concerned in it either feized or dif- 
perfed (9). 

[£>] Another Jirong injiance of his hold enterprising 
genius, njuhich almcfi exceeds belief,] All the facts 
mentioned in the text are fo well fupported by autho- 
rities, that there is not the leaft reafon to doubt of 
the truth of them, though it is very difficult at this 
diftance of time to fix the dates of his feveral enter- 
prifes. This, of which we are to fpeak, feems to 
have happened in the year 1665, a little after the 
difcovery of an infurreclion that was to have been 
raifed in the North and in the Weft, and which was 
a branch of the fame general defign wherein Mr. 
Blood was engaged in Ireland, and for which feveral 
had fuffered in York (hire, in the beginning of the 
year 1664 (10). All thefe difcoveries and difap- 
pointments could not deter thefe refolute and dif- 
contented people from profecuting their original de- 
fign ; and notwithstanding it had been divulged in a 
court of juftiee, that they had a fecret council con- 
flantly fitting in London for the management of their 
intrigues, yet that council continued to fit, and Mr. 
Blood was of it, and for their fecurity they had about 
thirty flout fellows polled about the place where they 
met, in the nature of a Corps de Garde (11). It fell 
out that two of the members of the council, to fecure 
themfelves, and perhaps for the fake of a reward, 
betrayed all their tranfactions to the Miniftry, which 
Mr. Blood foon fufpec^ed, and in a fhort time got to 
the bottom of the whole affair. He appointed thefe 
people to meet him at a tavern in the city, where he 
had his guard ready, who fecured them without any 
noife, and carried them to a private place provided 


for the purpofe, where he called a kind of Court- 
martial, before whom thefe two perfons were tried, 
found guilty, and fentenced to be mot tvvo days after 
in the fame place. When the time appointed came, 
they were brought out, and all the neceflary prepara- 
tions made for putting the fentence in execution ; and 
the poor men, feeing no hopes of efcape, difpofed 
themfelves to fufFer as well as they could. At this 
critical juncture Mr. Blood was gracioufly pleafed to 
grant them his pardon, and at the fame time advifed 
them to go to their new mailer, tell him all that had 
happened, and requell him, in the name of their old 
confederates, to be as favourable to fuch of them as 
mould at any time Hand in need of his mercy (12). 
Whether thefe unfortunate people carried Mr. Blood's 
mefiage to the King, or not, does not any where ap- 
pear. It is however certain, that, not long after, 
the whole confpiracy was difcovered; in confequence 
of which, on the 26th of April, 1666, Col, John 
Rathbone, and fome other orHcers in the late dis- 
banded army, were tried and convicted at the Old 
Bailey for a plot to furprife the Tower, and to kill 
General Monk ; and it appeared in evidence upon 
their trial, that to facilitate this defign, the city of 
London was vO have been fet on fire, and that the 3d 
of September following was fixed upon from Lilly's 
Almanack as a lucky day for that purpofe (13). Nor 
is it amifs to obferve, that though thefe people fuf- 
fered according to their fentence fo long before, yet 
that dreadful fire, which confumcd fo great a part of 
this metropolis, actually began upon the fame fatal 
day thefe men had fixed for its deftruction ; which 
occafioned Lilly's being examined before the Com- 
mittee of the Houfe of Commons appointed to in- 
quire how that fire began ; to whom he declared it 
was his fentiment, that it fell out merely by acci- 
dent (14). 

[£] The only diftin£t narrative that remains of it a 
/lace in the notes.] This occurs in the life of Mr. 
Blood, and runs thus : Among thofe that were ap- 
prehended was one Captain Mafon, a perfon for whom 
Mr. Blood had a particular affection and friend fhip 
(15). This perfon was to be removed from London 
to one of the northern counties, in order to his trial 
at the a fuzes : and to that intent was fent down with 
eight of the Duke's troop to guard him, beinp- rec- 
koned to be a perfon bold and courageous. Mr. Blood 
having notice of this journey, refolves by the way to 
refcue his friend. The prifoner and his guard went 
away in the morning, and Mr. Blood having made 
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affair, he had placed his wife and fon in an Apothecary's fliop, under the name of 
Wefton, and had lived himfelf at Rumford by the name of Ayliffe, and pretended to 
pradlife phyfic (s). After he was cured of his wounds, and heard that all that were 
concerned with him were fafe, which was in about fix weeks, he returned to Rumford, 


choice of three more of his acquaintance, fet for- 
ward the fame day at night without boots upon fmall 
horfes, and their piftols in their troufers, to prevent 
fufpicion. But opportunities are not fo eafily had, 
neither were all places convenient, fo that the con- 
voy and their prifoner were gone a good way beyond 
Newark before Mr. Blood and his friends had any 
fcent of their prifoner. At one place they fet a cen- 
tinel to watch his coming by ; but whether it was out 
of fear, or that the perfon was tired with a tedious 
expectation, the centinel brought them no tidings 
either of the prifoner or his guard, infomuch that Mr. 
Blood and his companions began to think their friend 
fo far before them upon the road, that it would be 
in vain to follow him ; and yet not willing to give 
over an enterprize fo generoufly undertaken, upon 
Mr. Blood's encouragement they rode on, though de- 
fpairing of fuccefs, till finding it grow towards even- 
ing, and meeting with a convenient inn upon the 
road in a fmall village not far from Doncafter, they 
refolved to lie there all night, and return for London 
the next morning. In that inn they had not fat long 
in a room next the ftreet, condoling among them- 
felves the ill fuccefs of fuch a tedious journey, and 
the misfortune of their friend, before the convoy 
came thundering up to the door of the faid inn with 
their prifoner ; Captain Mafon having made choice 
of that inn, as being beft known to him, to give his 
guardians the refrefhment of a dozen of drink. There 
Mr. Blood, unfeen, had a full view of his friend, and 
the perfon s he had to deal with. He had befpoke a 
fmall fupper, which was at the fire, fo that he had 
but very little time for confultation, finding that Cap- 
tain Mafon 's party did not intend to alight ; fo that 
he only gave general directions to his affbeiates to 
follow his example in whatever they faw him do. 
In hafte therefore they called for their horfes, and 
threw down their money for their reckoning ; telling 
the woman of the houfe, that fince they had met with 
fuch good company, they were refolved to go for- 
ward. Captain Mafon went off firft upon a forry 
beaft, and with him the Commander of the party, 
and four more ; the reft ftaid behind to make an end 
of their liquor. Then away marched one more fingle, 
and in a very fmall time after the laft two. By this 
time Mr. Blood and one of his friends, being horfed, 
followed the two that were hindmoft, and foon over- 
took them. Thefe four rode fome little time toge- 
ther, Mr. Blood on the right-hand of the two fol- 
diers, and his friend on the left. But upon a fudden 
Mr. Blood laid hold o# the reins of the horfe next 
him, while his friend, in obfervation to his direc- 
tions, did the" fame on the other hand, and having 
prefently by furprife difmounted the foldiers, pulled 
off their bridles, and fent their horfes to pick their 
grafs where they pleafed. Thefe two being thus 
made off", Mr. Blood purfues his game, intending to 
have reached the fingle trooper ; but he being got to 
the reft of his fellows, now reduced to fix, and a bar- 
ber of York that travelled in their company, Mr. 
Blood made up, heads the whole party, and flops 
them ; of which fome of the foremoft looking upon 
him to be either drunk or mad, thought the rebuke 
of a fwitch to be a fufticient chaftifement of fuch a 
rafh prefumption, which they exercifed with more 
contempt than fury, till by the rudenefs of his com- 
pliments he gave them to underftand he was not in 
jell, but in very good earneft. He was foon feconded 
by his friend that was with him in his firft exploit ; 
but there had been feveral rough blows dealt between 
the unequal number of fix to two, before Mr. Blood's 
two other friends came up to their afliftance : nay, I 
may fafely fay fix to two ; for the barber of York, 
whether out of his natural propenfity to the fport, or 
that his pot-valiantnefs had made him fo generous as 
to help his fellow-travellers, would needs Ihew his 
valour at the beginning of the fray ; but better had 
he been at the latter end of a feaft : for though he 
ihewed his prudence to take the ftronger fide, as he 
guefled by the number, yet becaufe he would take no 
warning, which was often given him, not to put him- 
felf to the hazard of lofing a guitar finger by med- 


dling In a bufinefs that nothing concerned him, he 
loft his life, as they were forced to difpatch him in 
the firft place for giving them a needlefs trouble. 
The barber being become an ufelefs inftrument, and 
the other of Mr. Blood's friends being come up, the 
fkirmifh began to be very fmart, the four aflailants 
having fin g led out their champions as fairly and 
equally as they could. All this while, Captain Ma- 
fon being rode before upon his thirty-milling fteed, 
wondering his guard came not with him, looked 
back, and obferving a combuftion, and that they 
were altogether by the ears, knew not what to think. 
He conjectured it at firft to have been fome intrigue 
upon him, as if the troopers had a defign to tempt 
him to an efcape, which might afterwards prove more 
to his prejudice ; juft like cats, that with regardlefs 
/corn feem to give the diftreffed moufe all the liberty 
in the world to get away out of their paws, but foon 
recover their prey again at one jump. Thereupon, 
unwilling to undergo the hazard of fuch a trial, he 
comes back, at which time Mr. Blood cried out to 
him, Horfe * borfe % quickly! an alarm fo amazing at 
firft, that he could not believe it to be his friend's 
voice when he heard it : but as the thoughts of mi- 
litary men are foon fummoned together, and never 
hold Spanifh councils, the Captain prefently fettled 
his refolution, mounts the next horfe that wanted a 
rider, and puts in for a ftiare of his own felf-prefer- 
vation. In this bloody conflict Mr. Blood was three 
times unhorfed, occasioned by his forge tfulnefs, as 
having omitted to new-girt his faddle, which the 
oftler had unloofed upon the wadding his horfe at his 
firft coming into the inn. Being then fo often dif- 
mounted, and not knowing the reafon, which the oc- 
cafion would not give him leave to confider, he re- 
folved to fight it out on foot ; of which two of the 
foldiers taking the advantage, fingled him out and 
drove him into a court-yard, where he made a ftand 
with a full body, his fword in one hand, and his 
pitlol in the other. One of the foldiers taking that 
advantage of his open body, ihot him near the Ihoul- 
der-blade of his piftol-arm, at which time he had four 
other bullets in his body, that he had received be- 
fore ; which the foldier obferving, flung his dif- 
charged piftol at him with that good aim and vio- 
lence, that he hit him a ftunning blow juft under the 
forehead upon the upper part of the nofe between the 
eyes, vyhich for the prefent fo amazed him, that he 
gave himfelf over for a dead man : yet refolving to 
give one fparring blow before he expired, fuch is the 
ltrange provocation and fuccefs of defpair, with one 
vigorous ftroke of his fword he brought his adverfary 
with a vengeance from his horfe, and laid him in a 
far worfe condition than himfelf at his horfe's feet. 
At that time, full of anger and revenge, he was juft 
going to make an end of his conqueft, by giving him 
the fatal ftab, but that in the very nick of time Cap- 
tain Mafon, having by the help of his friends done 
his bufinefs where they had fought, by the death of 
fome, and the difabling of others, that oppofed them, 
came in, and bid him hold and fpare the life of one 
that had been the civileft perfon to him upon the 
road ; a fortunate piece of kindnefs in the one, and 
of gratitude in the other ; which Mr. Blood eafily 
condefcending to, by the joint affiftance of the Cap- 
tain, the other foldier was foon maftered, and the 
victory, after a IhaVp fight that lafted above two 
hours, was at length completed. You may be fure 
the fight was well maintained on both fides, while 
two of the foldiers, befides the barber, were fain 
upon the place, three unhorfed, and the reft woundecf. 
And it was obfervable, that though the encounter 
happened in a village, where a great number of 
people were fpedators of the combat, yet none would 
adventure the refcue of either party, as not knowing 
which was in the wrong or which in the right, and 
were therefore wary of being arbitrators in fuch a 
defperate conteft, where they faw the reward of af- 
fiftance to be nothing but prefent death. After the 
combat was over, Mr. Blood and his friends di# 
vided themfelves, and parted feveral ways. 

and 
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and lived there under the fame difguife for a confiderable time, without being fufpe&ed 
or molefted, notwithftanding a proclamation was publifhed, with an offer of five hun- 
dred pounds reward, for apprehending the perfon concerned in this refcue (/). It was m Hiftoryof 
impoflible for one of his buly, reftleis, and impatient temper, to continue long quiet j plots ' p- 2 95- 
but whether his next enterprife was entirely his own contriving, or was intended purely 
to ferve his own purpofes, is a point, at prefent, not to be decided. However that 
might be, the undertaking was in every refpeft more lingular, and more hazardous, 
than any he had hitherto attempted; and as it was altogether without example that he 
went upon it, fo it is certain no fuch thing was ever thought of fince : it was the feizing 
the perfon of his old antagonift the Duke of Ormond in the ftreets of London ; but 
whether with a view to murder, or carry him off till he had anfwered their expectation, 
fuj Echani'a is no: perfectly clear (*). He actually put his defign in execution, Dec. 6, 1670, and 
h^l.u^' was ver y near completing his purpofe on his Grace, whatever that purpofe might be. 

However, the Duke was fortunately refcued out of his hands ; but himfelf and his 
aifociates all efcaped, though clofely purfued (w) [F~]. An account of this amazing fwj complete 
tranfadtion was immediately publifhed by authority, together with a Royal Proclama- ™?Voi*$' 
tion, offering a reward of one thoufand pounds for apprehending any of the perfons p. 280. 
concerned therein, but to no purpofe, though fome of their names were difcovered : 
however, Blood was not fo much as thought of or fufpected (#). The mil carriage of fxj See theG»-. 
this daring defign, inftead of daunting him, or creating the leaft intention of flying out g" , I e 6 , 7 ^ ecernber 
of the kingdom* put him on another more Arrange and hazardous defign, to repair his 
broken fortunes. He propofed to thole defperate perfons who a (Tilted him in his for- 
mer attempt, to feize and divide amongft them the royal enfigns of majefty kept in the 
Tower of London and as they were blindly devoted to his fervice, they very readily 
accepted the propofal, and left it to him to contrive the means of putting it into exe- 
cution. He devifed accordingly a fcheme for that purpofe, fuitable to fo bold and bafe 
an undertaking, which was fo cunningly laid, and executed with fuch an audacious 
fpirit, May 9, 167 1, that he fo far carried his point, as to get the Regalia into his pof- 
lefiion, and was near carrying off his booty, when he was purfued and taken ; by which 


[F] Himfelf and his officiates all efcaped, though 
clofely purfued r .j The cleareft account that we have 
any where of this furprifing tranfaftion, is given us by 
(16) Life of the Mr. Carte, to this effeft (16) : The Prince of Orange 
Duke of Or- came this year into England, and being invited on 
mond, Vol. ii. December 6. to an entertainment in the city of Lon- 
P"4 21 * don, his Grace attended him thither. As he was re- 

turning homewards, in a dark night, and going up 
St. James's-ftreet, at the end of which, facing the pa- 
lace, flood Clarendon-houfe, where he then lived, 
he was attacked by Blood and five of his accomplices. 
The Duke always ufed to go attended with fix foot- 
men ; but as they were too heavy a load to ride upon 
a coach, he always had iron fpikes behind it, to keep 
them from getting up, and continued this practice to 
his dying day, even after this attempt of aflafli nation. 
Thefe fix footmen ufed to walk on both fides of the 
ftreet, over- again ft the coach ; but, by fome con- 
trivance or other, they were all Hopped, and out of 
the way, when the Duke was taken out of his coach 
by Blood and his fon, and mounted on horfeback be- 
hind one of the horfemen in his company. The 
coachman drove on to Clarendon-houfe, and told the 
porter the Duke had been feized by two men, who 
had carried him down Piccadilly. The porter imme- 
diately ran that way ; and Mr. James Clark, chan- 
cing to be at that time in the court of the houfe, fol- 
lowed with all poflible hafte, having firft alarmed the 
family, and ordered the fervants to come after him as 
fan: as they could. Blood, it feems, either to gratify 
the humour of his patron, who had fet him upon this 
work, or to glut bis own revenge, by putting his 
Grace to the fame ignominious death which his ac- 
complices in the treafonable defign upon Dublin- 
caftle had fuffered, had taken a ftrong fancy into his 
head to hang the Duke at Tyburn. Nothing could 
have faved his Grace's life, but that extravagant 
imagination and paffion of the villain, who leaving 
the Duke mounted and buckled to one of his com- 
rades, rode on before, and (as is faid) actually tied 
a rope to the gallows, and then rode back to fee what 
was become of his accomplices, whom he met riding 
off in a great hurry. The horfeman to whom the 
Duke was tied was a perfon of great ftrength ; but 
being embarrafled by his Grace's ftruggling, could 
not advance as faft as he defired. He was, however, 
got a good way beyond Berkeley (now Devonftiire) 
houfe, towards Knightfbridge ; when the Duke having 


got his foot under the man's, unhorfedhim, and they 
both fell down together in the mud, where they were 
ftruggling when the porter and Mr. Clark came up* 
The villain then difengaged himfelf, and feeing the 
neighbourhood alarmed, and numbers of people run- 
ning towards them, got on horfeback ; and having, 
with one of his comrades, fired their piliols at the 
Duke (but miffed him, as taking their aim in the 
dark, and in a hurry), rode off as faft as they could 
to fave themfelves. The Duke (now lixty years of 
age) was quite fpent with ftruggling ; fo that when 
Mr. Clark and the porter came up, they knew him 
rather by feeling his liar, than by any found of voice 
he could utter; and they were forced to cany him 
home, and lay him on a bed to recover his fpirit^. 
He received fome wounds and bruifes in the ftruggle, 
which confined him within doors for fome days. We 
are told by Bilhop Kennet, that certain perfons, 
whom he names, were,_ with great probability, fuf- 
pected, <uiz. Richard Holloway, a tobacco-cutter in 
Frying-pan-alley, in Petticoat-lane ; Thomas Allen, 
alias Ally, alias AylifFe, a pretended furgeon or doc- 
tor j Thomas Hunt ; and one Hurft : but, continues 
the Prelate, the chief of them was Blood, a notorious 
traitor, outlawed in Ireland, who with his own hand 
pulled his Grace out of the coach, and, with -the help 
of one Ralph Alexander, mounted him behind his 
eldeft fon (17). In this account there are feveral mif- 
takes ; for, in the firft place, Thomas Allen, the 
pretended Doctor, was really Mr. Blood, under that 
fictitious name. In the next place, his fon was not 
at all concerned in the affair, being then but a boy 
of thirteen years of age ; but the mi (lake was occa- 
fioned by Blood's calling one of them his fon, who 
was Thomas Hunt, his fon-in-law (18). The fame 
reverend writer fays, that Blood's pretence was, that 
he intended to keep the Duke in private on the other 
fide of the water, till his Grace had figned fome 
writings for reftoring to him an eftate which he had 
forfeited by rebellion in Ireland (19) : Mr. Echard, 
on the other hand, affures us, that Blood intended 
to have hanged the Duke at Tyburn, and to have 
pinned a paper upon his breaft, containing the reafons 
which induced him and his aftbeiates to perpetrate 
this fact. The reader will determine for himfelf 
which of thefe accounts appears to him the molt pro- 
bable; but Mr. Richard Baxter (20) agrees with 
Bifhop Kennet. 
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mea.ns the crown, and all the jewels belonging to it, were happily recovered (y) [G]. Se e sir 
Upon this difappointment his fpirits failed him » and while he remained a prifoner in g^SvT* 1 ^** 11 

the 
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[G] All the jewels belonging to it were happily re- 
covered.} The belt account of this affair is that of the 
Edwards's, given to Sir Gilbert Talbot to this ef- 
fect (21) : About three weeks before Blood made his 
attempt upon the crown, he came to the Tower in the 
habit of a clergyman, with a long cloak, caflbck, 
and canonical girdle, and brought a woman with him, 
which he called his wife, though his wife was then 
fick in Lancafhire. This pretended wife defired to 
fee the crown, and having feen it, pretended to have 
a qualm come upon her ftomach, and defired the 
keeper of the crown, old Mr. Edwards, to fend for 
fome fpirits, who immediately caufed his wife to 
fetch fome. When me had drank, Mrs. Edwards 
invited her to repofe herfelf upon a bed, which fhe 
accepted of, and foon recovered. At their departure 
they declared themfelves very thankful for this re- 
fpect. About three days after, Blood came again to 
Mr. Edwards's, with a prefent of four pair of fine 
new gloves from his wife ; and having thus begun 
the acquaintance, made frequent vifits to improve it, 
profeffing that he fhpuld never JufMciently acknowledge 
their kindnefs. Having made fome fmall refpite of 
his compliments, he returned again, and told Mrs. 
Edwards that his wife could difcourfe of nothing but 
of the kindnefs of the good people in the Towei* ; 
that fhe had long ltudied, and at length bethought 
herfelf of a handfome way of requital. You have, 
faid he, a pretty gentlewoman to your daughter , and I 
have a young nephew, who has two or three hundred 
pounds a year in land, and is at my difpofal ; if your 
daughter be free, and you approve of it, I will bring 
him hither to fee her, and we will endeavour to make it 
a match. This was eafily a/Tented to by old Mr. Ed- 
wards, who invited the pretended parfon to dine with 
him that day, and he as readily accepted the invita- 
tion, who taking upon him to fay grace, performed 
it with fingular devotion, and lifting up of eyes ; 
and alfo concluded his long-winded blefling with a 
hearty prayer for the King, Queen, and Royal Fa- 
mily. After dinner he went up to fee the rooms, 
and difcovering a handfome cafe of piftols there, he 
exprefied a great defire to buy them, to prefent to a 
young Lord who was his neighbour, probably to dif- 
arm the houfe againft the time he intended to put his 
defign hi execution. At his departure, which was 
with a canonical benediction of the good company, 
he appointed a day and hour to bring his young ne- 
phew to his miftrefs, which was that very day that he 
made his bold attempt, the 9th of May, about feven 
in the morning. 

At that time the old man was got up ready to re- 
ceive his guefts ; and tfie daughter had put herfelf 
into her bell drefs to receive her gallant ; when, ac- 
cording to appointment, Parfon Blood, with three 
more, came to the jewel-houfe, all armed, with ra- 
pier-blades in their canes, and every one a dagger, 
and a pair of pocket-piftols : two of his companions 
entered in with him, and the third (laid at the door, 
for a careful watch. The daughter thought it not 
modefl for her to come down till fhe was called, but 
fent her maid to take a view of the company, and to 
bring her a defcription of the perfon of her gallant. 
The maid imagined that he who ftaid at the door was 
the intended bridegroom, becaufe he was the youngeft 
of the company ; and returned to her young miftrefs 
with the character fhe had formed of his perfon. In 
the interim, Blood told Mr. Edwards that they would 
not go up (lairs till his wife came, and defired him to 
mew his friends the crown, to pafs away the time till 
then. As foon as they were entered the room where 
the crown was kept, and the door as ufual was fhut 
behind them, they threw a cloak over the old man's 
head, and clapped a gag into his mouth, which was 
a great plug of wood, with a fmall hole to take 
breath at, that was tied on with a waxed leather, 
which went round his neck. At the fame time they 
fallen ed an iron hook to his nofe, that no found 
might pafs from him that way. Having thus fecured 
him from crying our, they plainly told him, That 
they were refolved to have the crown, globe, and fceptre; 
and if he would quietly fubmit to it, they would fpare 
his life, otherwife he was to expeel no mercy. He 


thereupon forced himfelf to make all the noife he 
poflibly could to be heard above, upon which they 
knocked him down with a wooden mallet, and told 
him, that if he would be quiet, they would fpare his 
life ; but if not, upon the next attempt to difcover 
them, they would kill him, and pointed three dag- 
gers at his breall. Still he {trained himfelf to make 
the greater noife, at which they gave him nine or ten 
ftrokes more upon the head with the mallet, and 
ilabbed him into the belly. The poor man, almofl 
fourfcore years old, fell, and lay fome time entranced, 
when one of them kneeling on the ground to try if he 
breathed, and not perceiving any breath from him, 
faid, He's dead I'll warrant him. Mr. Edwards re- 
covering a little, heard his words, and conceiving it 
beft for himfelf to be fo thought, lay very quietly. 
Concludirg him dead, they omitted to tie his hands 
behind him ; and Parret, one of the companions, 
put the globe into his breeches ; Blood kept the 
crown under his cloak ; the third was defigned to file 
the fceptre in two, becaufe too long to carry conve- 
niently, and then to put it into a bag, brought for 
that purpofe. But before this could be done, young 
Mr. Edwards, fon of the old gentleman, juft come 
from Flanders, chanced to arrive at that very inftant 
that this was acting, and coming to the door, the 
perfon v/ho flood centinel for the reft afked him with 
whom he would fpeak ; he made anfwer, he belonged 
to the houfe; but perceiving by his queftion that he 
himfelf was a ftranger, told him, that if he had any 
bufinefs with his father, he would go and acquaint 
him with it, and went up flairs, where he was wel- 
comed by his mother, wife, and filler. In the mean 
time the centinel gave notice of the fon's arrival, and 
they immediately hailed away with the crown and the 
globe, but left the fceptre, not having time to file it. 
The old man returning to himfelf, got fuddenly up, 
pulled off the gag, and cried out Treafon ! murder/ 
The daughter hearing him, ran down, and feeing her 
father thus wounded, ruined out upon the Tower- 
hill, and cried, Treafon! the crown is ftolen ! This 
gave the firft alarm ; and Blood and Parret making 
great hade, were obferved to jog each other with 
their elbows as they went, which caufed them to be 
fufpected and purfued. By this time young Edwards, 
and one Captain Beckman, upon the cry of their 
fifter, were come down, and left their father likewife, 
to run after the villains ; but they were advanced be- 
yond the main-guard ; and the alarm being given to 
the warder at the draw-bridge, he put himfelf in a 
pofturc to flop them. Blood came up firft, and dif- 
charged a pillol at him ; the bullet miffed him, but 
the powder, or fear, made him fall to the ground, 
whereby they got fafe to the Little Ward-houfe gate, 
where one Sill, one of Cromwell's foldiers, Hood cen- 
tinel ; who, though he faw the other warder fhot, 
made no refiftance ; by which means the villains got 
over that draw-bridge, and through the outward gate 
upon the wharf, and made all poflible hafte towards 
their horfes, which attended at St. Catharine's gate, 
called the Iron-gate, crying themfelves, as they ran, 
Stop the rogues ! and the grave canonical habit made 
them thought innocent. Immediately after, Captain 
Beckman got up to them, at which Blood difcharged 
his fecond piftol at the Captain's head; but he (loop- 
ing down, avoided the (hot, and feized upon him 
with the crown under his cloak. Yet Blood had the 
impudence, though he faw himfelf a prifoner, to 
flruggle a long while for the crown ; and when it was 
wreiled from him, he faid, // was a gallant attempt, 
though unfuccefsful, for it was for a crown. A fer- 
vant belonging to Captain Sherborne feized upon 
Parret before Blood was taken ; and there was fa 
much confternation amongft all men, and fo much 
confufton in the purfuit, that it was a miracle that 
feveral innocent perfons had not fuflcred ; for young 
Edwards, overtaking one that was bloody in the 
fcuffte, and fuppofing him to be one of his father's 
murderers, was going to run him through, had not 
Captain Beckman hindered him ; and as this Captain 
himfelf made vaft hafte in the purfuit, the guards 
were going to fire at him, thinking him to be one of ■ 
the rogues ; but one of them, who fortunately knew 
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BLOOD. 

the gaol of the Tower, he appeared not only Client and referved, but dogged and fallen. 
He foon changed his temper, however, when, contrary to all reaibn, probability, and 
his own expectation, he was informed the KING intended to fee and examine him 
himfelf. This was brought about by the Duke of Buckingham, then the great favoyr- 
ite and Firft Minitter, who infufed into his Majefty, over whom he had for fome time a 
great afcendancy, the curiofity of feeing fo extraordinary a perfon, whole crime, great 
as it was, argued a prodigious force of mind, and made it probable, that, if fo difpofed, 
he might be capable of making large difcoveries (z). Thele infinuations had fuch an 
effecft upon the King, that he contented to what the Duke deiired, which in the end 
proved difadvantageous to them all (a) ; for it brought difcredit on the royal charafter, 
an indelible load of infamy upon the Duke, and this afterwards produced Blood's ruin ; 
fuch are the confequences of inconfiderate adtions in perfons in high ftations, who ought 
always to be jealous of ^their dignity, and of doing what may hazard the wounding 
public opinion, upon which that dignity is chiefly founded. Col. Blocd w r as no fooner 
acquainted that he was to be introduced to the Royal prefence, than he conceived im- 
mediately he flood indebted for this honour to the notion the King, or fome about him, 
had of his intrepidity, and therefore was not at all at a lofs about the part he was to aft, 
and on the afting of which well his life entirely depended. He is allowed on all hands 
to have performed admirably upon this occafion : he anfwered whatever his Majefty 
demanded of him, clearly, and without referve ; he did not pretend to capitulate or 
make terms, but feemed rather pleafed to throw his life into the King's hands, by an 
open and boundlels confefllon (b). He took care, however, to prepoflefs his Majefty 
in his favour, by various, and thofe very different, methods. At the fame time he laid 
himfelf open to the law, he abfolutely refufed to impeach others. While he magnified 
the lpirit and relblution of the party to which he adhered, and had always afted againlt 
monarchy, he infinuated his own and their veneration for the perfon of the King; and 
though he omitted nothing that might create a belief of his contemning death, jet he 
exprelTed infinite awe and refpeft for a monarch who had condescended to treat him 
with fuch unufaal indulgence (c). In fhort, the particulars of this examination were 
curious, and highly worthy of the reader's notice [//]. It was forefeen by the Duke 
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him, cried out, He is a friend 7 Blood and Par ret 
being both feized, Hunt, another of them, and fon- 
5n-law to Blood, leaped to horfe, with two more of 
the confpirators, and rode far away ; but a cart in 
the ftreet chanced to turn fhort, Hunt run his head 
againft a pole that flack out, which made him fall 
aftonifhed from his horfe ; but recovering his legs, 
and putting his feet into the ftirrup, a cobler running 
in, cried, 'This is Tom Hunt, who was in the bloody 
bufinefs again/} the Duke of Ormond ; let us fecure bim ! 
A conftable being accidentally there, feized him upon 
this affirmation ; and he was, with Blood and Parret, 
committed to fafe cuftody in the Tower. Parret was 
a filk-dyer in the Borough of Southwark ; and in the 
rebellion had been Lieutenant to Major- General 
Harrifon. In the ftruggle for the crown, the great 
pearl and fair diamond fell off, and were loft for a 
while, with fome other fmaller ftones ; but the pearl 
was brought by a poor fweeping-woman to one of the 
warders, and the diamond by a barber's apprentice, 
and both faithfully reftored. Other finall ftones were 
picked up by feveral perfons, and brought in. The 
fair ballas ruby belonging to the fceptre was found in 
Parret's pocket, fo that nothing considerable was 
wanting : the crown only was bruifed, and fent to be 
repaired. 

The particulars of this examination were curious, 
and worthy the reader's notice.] The rirft queftion the 
King afked (22), was in relation to the attempt upon 
the Duke of Ormond; for Hunt being known to 
have had a large (hare in that affair, and being taken 
with Colonel Blood in this, rendered it highly pro- 
bable that the fame fet of people were concerned in 
both villainies. Blood immediately, and without he- 
fitation, confeMed the fact. Being afked who were 
his aflbciates, he anfwered, that he would never betray 
a friend* s life, nor deny a guilt in defence of his own. 
He was afked next, what provocation he had to make 
fo bold an affault upon the Duke of Ormond; he 
faid, the Duke had taken away his eft ate, and executed 
fome of his friends ; and that he and many others had 
engaged themfelvcs, by folemn oaths, to revenge it. It 
was now more apparent, from his forward confeftion 
of his con fpi racy againft the caftle of Dublin, that he 
aimed at great efteem by the extravagancy and auda- 
city of his atchievements ; and left the Concealment 
of any of his villainies fhould lefien the romance of his 
life, in his examination about the crown he volun- 
tarily, though perhaps falfely, eonfefted to the King, 


That he had been engaged in a defign to kill his 
Majefty with a carbine, from out of the reeds, by 
the Thames fide, above Batterfey, where he often 
went to fwim : That the caufe of this refolution, in 
' himfelf and others, was his Majefly's feverity over 

* the confeiences of the GODLY, in fupprefling 

* the freedom of their religious ailemblies : That 
8 when he had taken his ftand in the reeds to that 

* purpofe, his heart was checked with an awe of ma- 
c jefty ; and he did not only relent himfelf, but di- 
' verted the reft of his aflbciates from the defign. 

* He further told his Majefty, that he had, by thefe 

* his confefTions, fufficiently laid himfelf open to the 
' law.; and he might reafonably expect the utmoft 
1 rigour of it, for which he was, without much con- 
f cern of his own, prepared. But withal, he declared 
r that the matter would not be of that indifferency to 

* his Majefty, inafmuch as there were hundreds of 
c his friends yet undifcovered, who were all bound 
' together, by the indifpenfible oath of confpirators, 
' to revenge the death of any of the fraternity upon 
1 thofe who fhould bring them to juftice, which 
e would expofe his Majefty, and all his Minifters, to 
< the daily fear and expectation of a maflacre. But, 

* on the other fide, if his Majefty would fpare the 
c lives of a few, he might oblige the hearts of many, 

* who, as they had been feen to act daring mifchiefs, 
' would be as bold, if received into pardon and fa- 

* vour, in performing eminent fervices to the crown 
€ (23).' We have lomr other particulars recorded by 
feveral writers, who perhaps were not fo well in- 
formed. The famous Richard Baxter (24) magnifies 
his boldnefs, who fays he fpoke fo to the King, that 
he was admired by all ; to juftify which, he gives us 
a very religious fpeech of his, and adds farther, that 
he had been in the fervice of King Charles I., which 
is likewife hinted by the author of his life. Mr. Old- 
mixon would have us believe he bullied the King (25). 
Yhe whole court, fays he, was frighted, and thought it 
fafer to bribe him than to hang him. But there is a 
circumftance relating to this examination, which bet- 
ter deferves to be known than any of the conjectures 
made about it (26). After the King had, with great 
coolnefs and moderation, gone through the whole 
examination, he turned to Colonel Blood, and faid, 
What if I ' Jhould give you your life ? To which the Co- 
lonel anfwered, 1 Jkall endeavour to deferve it. There 
paiTed, at that time, nothing farther ; but foon after 
the King directed Colonel Blood to write a letter of 

iubmiflioD. 


(23) Baxtci's 

Hiftory of his 
Life and Times, 
P. V8. 

Ec hard's Hift. of 
England, p. 877. 

(24) Baxter's 
Hift. of his own 
Life and Times, 
P. 89. 

(25) Hift. of the 
Stujrts, Vol, i. 

p. 500. 

(26) Remarks 
on the Life of 
Mr. Blood, p. 1 1, 


3 63 


(d) Carte's Li e 
of the Duke of 
Ormond, p, 42 1. 

(e) Stowe*s Sur- 
vey of London, 


BLOOD. 

of Ormond, as foon as he knew the King defigned to examine him, that Blood had no 
caule to fear ; and indeed fuch an impreffion his itory and behaviour made on the mind 
of his Sovereign, that he was not only pardoned, but fet at liberty, and had a penfion 
given him to fubfift on (d). This conduct of his Majefty, towards fo high and fo no- 
torious an offender, occafioned much fpeculation and many conjectures. Of thefe fome 
are ftill preferved, amongft which the fentiments of Sir Gilbert Talbot are very fen- 
fible (e) [I]. He feems to think the King's apprehenfions determined him. Another 


byStrypeTvoU. writer (f) fuggefts, that the Duke of Buckingham having put him on the firft defign, ff) cm* Life 
to prevent its becoming public, was obliged to procure his pardon for the fecond. But o4o\?Voil. 
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it is more probable, that he infinuated his intereft with fome defperate malecontents p. 4*4- 
then in Holland, whom he could induce to come home and live peaceably. At leaft 


fubmiflion to the Duke of Ormond, to obtain his for- 
given efs, which he accordingly did, in terms of the 
deepeft humility, and with the moll fervent expref- 
fions of his forrow and concern for the injury and in- 

(27) Carte's Life fult which he had offered to his Grace (27). One 
of the Duke of may reafonablv conclude from hence, that the King 
Ormond, Vol. ii. believed what Blood told him with refped to his de- 
p " 225 ' fign upon the Duke, and did not apprehend that his 

intention was to murder him ; for, otherwife, one 
can hardly think that he would have pardoned him, 
much lefs have fuffered him about the Court, or ad- 
mitted him, as he frequently did, into his prefence. 
[/] Sir Gilbert Talbot* s refleftions on this fubjett are 

(28) SeeStowe's finfibk.\ Since, fays he (28), this villain's crimes 
Survey, Kennet are vifible to all mankind, and his merits altogether 
and Echard's incoinprehenfible, every man will take the liberty to 
f^l^ nCS ' aS bC " conjecture what confideration could poflibly beget his 

pardon : his crimes were without controversy the 
higheft breaches of human laws : murder a died upon 
a poor old gentleman for defending his truft, and 
murder intended to be acted upon a great Peer, with 
all the cireumftances of contempt ; a defign laid to 
furprife the King's caftle, a violent feizure made of 
his crown and fceptre, and a confeffed lying in wait 
to deftroy his perfon. 

It requires a great meafure of mercy in a Prince 
(for it is not decent to attribute it to any thing elfe) 
to forgive fuch injuries done to himfelf : but it is 
above his mercy to pardon the offence committed 
againft another, becaufe Heaven, which is all-merci- 
ful, forgives not the trefpafles which we commit 
again ft our neighbours without reftitution. Yet the 
Lord Arlington came in his Majefty's name to the 
Duke of Ormond, to tell him that he would not have 
Blood profecuted, for reafons which he was com- 
manded to give him. The Duke replied, that his 
Majefty's command was the only reafon that could be 
given, and that therefore he might fpare the reft. 
It was a gallant anfwer of his Grace, and fuch as well 
became the loyalty of his family : but it is great pity 
in the mean time that the world mould want the 
knowledge of his Lordlhip's reafons, which had 
weight enough with tflem to fmother a matter of that 
high concernment, to the difhonour of juftice and the 
dignity of peerage. 

How great a myftery however it is to the world, 
Blood and his afTociates were not only pardoned and 
fet free, but the arch-villain himfelf had a confider- 
able eftate in land conferred upon him in Ireland, 
and that meritorious perfon admitted into all the pri- 
vacy and intimacy of the Court, no man more afli- 
duous than himfelf in both Secretaries offices. If any 
One had a bufinefs in Court that ftuck, he made his 
application to Blood, as the moft induftrious and fuc- 
ccfsful folicitor : nay, many gentlemen courted his 
acquaintance as the Indians pray to the devils, that 
they may not hurt them. 

Blood had nobody but his own black deeds t* ad- 
vocate for him, yet thus was he rewarded ; and 
though many folieited for old Mr. Edwards, and had 
raifcd their arguments from his fidelity, courage, and 
wounds received, yet all that could be obtained for 
him was, a grant of two hundred pounds out of the 
Exchequer, and one hundred to his fon who affifted, 
the payment whereof was fo long delayed, and fur- 
geons calling upon him daily for fatisfadtion for their 
drugs and pains, that he was forced to fell his order 
for one hundred pounds ready money, and the fon 
his for fifty pounds # and lived not long to enjoy the 
remainder; for he died within a year and a month 
after the wounds received. But now to reflecl: a little, 
as I promifed, not only upon the myfterious re- 
demption of this rogue from the gallows, but upon 
I 


the (never to be enough wondered) recompence for 
his villainies of five hundred pounds per annum, a re- 
ward which the moft meritorious virtue had feldom 
met with. Let us therefore confider him firft as 
taken in fo flagrant a crime, that no plea could pof- 
fibly lie in favour of his life, nor no hopes could be 
fo impudent as to expect it. Obferve then what he 
doth ; he maketh a voluntary confefiion of three other 
rapping crimes. One, his attempt upon the Duke 
of Ormond ; and his alleged provocation to that was 
by confequence a confefiion of his confpiracy upon the 
caftle of Dublin. Thus much he thought neceflary 
to acknowledge, to fhew his power and audacity, 
that in cafe he was brought to execution, he mould 
ftand recorded in ftory to have died like a daring 
finner, and not as a petty malefaclor. Then he de- 
clareth freely, and of his own accord, his intention 
to afiaffinate his Majefty in the river. I afk any man 
of reafon, what other confideration could move him 
to that confeffion, but to bring in this other part of 
his ftory ? He was to tell his Majefty, that his heart 
relented, being furprifed with awe and reverence of 
his perfon (he had none of his crown), and that he 
not only forbore the execution himfelf, but difluaded 
his afTociates like wife from it. 

There is fo great a probability that this profefTed 
tender forbearance of his tended only to difpofe his 
Majefty* (who of all mankind is captivated with good 
nature) to return the like mercy towards him, that 
with the good favour of Mr. Blood's check of con- 
fidence, which delivered him from the execution, it 
is eafy to be conjectured that there was never any 
fuch defign really laid, but that the ftory was feigned 
to work upon his Majefty's tendernefs towards him. 

But left that fhould not prevail, Blood feemed not 
to be at all troubled with the apprehenfion of his own 
death, for which he flood prepared ; but it grieved 
him forfooth to confider the fad confequence of it, 
which would be an attempt of revenge upon the per- 
fon of the King and his Minifters, by the furviving 
confpirators being bound by oath, ($c. fo that (if 
mercy were defective) he could try- what fear could 
operate ; and left both thefe Ihould fail, he hath ano- 
ther fetch in ftore, which is to perfuade them to par- 
don him upon the fcore of good politics, by mewing 
how ufeful an inftrument he can be to quiet the minds 
of all the difaftcftcd party, and fecure the government 
from popular infurreftions, if his life may be fpared. 

I cannot eafily be perfuaded that this proffer of fer- 
yice in Blood could much prevail upon his Majefty's 
judgment ; becaufe it is natural to conclude, that he 
who is able to quiet a party, is likewife able to irri- 
tate it ; and that he who is bribed by five hundred 
pounds per annum to do the one, may be gained with 
a thou fan d pounds per annum to do the contrary ; 
and what fecurity can there be that he will not, but 
the bare word of a villain ? 

In the mean time nothing can more betray the 
weakncfs of a government, than that it fhall have re- 
courfe to fuch inftruments to fupport it. Nor can any 
thing make its authority more defpifable, than that 
it fhould be terrified from the execution of juftice upon 
the greateft malefaclor that hiftory from the creation 
hitherto recordeth, for fear that Blood's ghoft mould 
rife, or his furviving confederates meditate revenge. 

Befides, it is as far from reafon that a man of Blood's 
principles fhould be trufted with the power and in- 
tereft that muft go to the managing of a party, as that 
thofe who truft him fhould expect any good fervices 
from the confeffed author of fo many black deeds, or 
Heaven give a blefling to the endeavours of fuch an 
impious creature. 

this 
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this is certain, that on the breaking' out of the war foon after, a proclamation waS 
publifhed, requiring fuch perfons to come over ; upon which Defborough, Relfey, and 
many more, came, lurrendered, arjd had pardons, very probably at Blood's requeft ; 
for with him they met almoft every a ay, in a room kept on purpofe for them, at White's 
Coffee-houfe near the Royal Exchange (g). His intereft was, for fome time, very 
great at Court, where he folicited the luits of many of the unfortunate people of his 
party with luccefs; but as this gave great offence to fome very worthy perfons while it 
lafted, fo, after the difgrace and falling to pieces of the miniftry ftiled the C ABAL* 
it began quickly to decline, and perhaps his penfion alfo was ill paid ; for we find him 
again amongft the malecontents, and a&ing in favour of popular meafures, that were 
dilpleafing to the Court. In the bufy time of plotting too, fo adive a perfon as Col. 
Blood could not but have fome fhare. He behaved, however, in a new manner, 
fuitable to the great change of times, and inftead of attempting on the perfons of great 
men, took up the character of a great man himfelf, and expreffed an apprehenfion that 
attempts might be made upon his perfon (b) [if]. In this manner he fpun out between 
nine and ten years, fometimes about the Court, fometimes excluded from it, always 
uneafy, and in fome fcheme or other of an untoward kind, till at laft he was met with 
in his own way, and either circumvented by fome of his own inftruments, or drawn 
within the vortex of a fham plot, by fome who were too cunning even for this mafter 
in his profeflion. It feerns there were certain people, who had formed a defign of fix- 
ing an imputation of a moft fcandalous nature upon the Duke of Buckingham, who 
was then at the head of a vigorous oppofition againft the Court, and who, notwith- 
ftanding he always courted and protected the fanatics, had not, in refpeft to his moral 
chara£ter, fo fair a reputation as to render any charge of that kind incredible; But 
whether this was conducted by Col. Blood, whether a counter-plot was fet on foot to 
defeat it and entrap Blood, or whether fome whifper thrown out to alarm the Duke, 
which he fufpefted came from Blood, led his Grace to fecure himfelf by a contrivance 
of the fame ftamp, better concerted, and more effectually executed; fo it was, that his 
Grace, who was formerly fuppofed fo much a patron to the Colonel, thought it requi- 
fite, for his own fafety, to contribute to his ruin (*). What notion Mr. Blood in- 
clined the world fhould entertain of this affair, may be difcovcred from the Cafe which 
he caufed to be printed of it, and which, to prevent its being entirely loft, is preferved 
in the notes [L]. But it fell out, that the court of KingVBench took the thing in fo 

different 


3^9 


(g) Remarks oa 
the Life cf Mr 
Blood, p. 11. 


(h) Examen, or 
an Enquiry into 
the Credit and 
Veracity of a 
pretended Com- 
plete Hiftory, 
&c, by koger 
North, Efqj 
Lond. 1740, 4f#> 
p.311. 


(i) Hirtory of 
Plots, p. l^t, 


(29) North's 
Examen, or an 
Enquiry into the 
Credit and Ve- 
racity of a pre- 
tended Complete 
Hiftory, Lond. 
1740, 4/0, p. 
311. 


(go) Id. ib'td. 
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[AT] Apprehenfion that attempts might he made upon 
his perfon .J If we confide r attentively the hiftory of 
the times, from the breaking out of the Popifh plot 
to the death of King Charles II., and refleel on the 
numerous company of con {piracies and counter-con- 
fpiracies, of true plots, fham plots, and plots to 
charge innocent people with having a mate in both 
forts of plots, we muft conclude there never was a 
feafon when plain well-meaning people were in greater 
danger, or when bufy, bold, enterprifing men had fo 
fair a chance of making their fortunes at the expence 
of other men's, and the fmall trivial addition of their 
own confeiences into the bargain. Bat, however, I 
muft confefs, that very little is to be met with in re- 
lation to Mr. Blood in thofe days, except the follow- 
ing fhort pafiage in North's Examen, which I give 
the reader in the author's own words, that he may fee 
his judgment alfo of thofe perilous times (29), when 
fwearing was a trade, and perjury a fort of venial 
tranfgreflion. 

4 Nay, there was another foam plot of one Netter- 
4 vile, which allied itfelf to Dangerfield, by the pre- 
1 tence of fleering the Popijh plot upon the Prefbyte- 
' rians. And here the good Colonel Blood (that ftole 

* the Duke of Ormond, and, if a timely relcue had 

* not come in, had hanged him at Tyburn, and af- 

* terwards ftole the crown, though he was not fo 

* happy to carry it off), no player at fmall games; 
4 he, even he, the virtuous Colonel, as this fham plot 
1 fays, was to have been deftroyed by the Papifts. 

* It feems thefe Papifts would let no eminent Protef- 
c tant be fafe ; but fome amends were made the Co- 

* lonel, by fale of the narrative licenfed Thomas 

* Blood. It had been ftrange if fo much mifchief had 

* been flirring, and he not come in for a mack.' 

It may not be amifs to take notice here of a mif- 
take in the Index to the work above mentioned, but 
there is no miftake in the work itfelf, where the au- 
thor, fpeaking of the impeachment of Fitz-Harris, 
takes notice of a motion made by one Colonel B. (30), 
that the thanks of the Houfe mould be given to Sir 
William Waller, for the fervice he had done in that 
refpett ; with this addition, that it was great fervice 
done the nation, and not the nrft that Sir William 
had done. In the Index this motion is faid to have 

Vol. II. 


been made by our Colonel Bloody which is a very 
great miftake ; for, in the firft place, he never was a 
member ; and in the next, he was dead before this 
affair happened. The Colonel B. mentioned in the 
book from the Journal of the Houfe of Commons, 
was Colonel Birch, a very active Member in that 
Parliament' at Oxford, and efpecially in Fitz-Harris's 
affair. 

[L] Which, to prevent its being entirely loft, is pre- 
ferred in the notes. ~\ There are fcarcely any traces to 
be met with in our hiftories of this dark tranfattiori 
about the Duke of Buckingham, and yet it muft have 
made a great noife in thofe days, and feems to have 
been drawn into a great length : for I find (31), that Hiftory of 

on the 5th of April, 1680, the Attorney-General had P*ota, p. 135. 
orders to profecute feveral perfons upon this account, 
and a few days afterwards I find that Sir William 
Waller was ftruck out of the commiflion of the peace 
for Middlefex, who had been alfo very bufy in this 
affair: but it was not till the 25th of June, in the 
fame year, that the great affair was brought on, 
when (32) Mr. Thomas Blood, Mr. Edward Chrif- 
tian, Arthur Obrian, with others, were brought to 
their trial at the King's-Bench bar at Weftminfter, 
for a confpiracy againft the faid Duke of Bucks, and 
were found guilty. The following paper was printed 
by itfelf in one meet, under the title of The true ft ate 
of the Cafe of Lieutenant-Colonel Thomas Blood; 
and it is alfo taken into that account of his life which 
has been fo often cited. The true defign of the Cafe, 
as I apprehend, was to give fuch a colour to the caufe 
of Mr. Blood, as, with the affiftance of the intereft 
he ftill had, might procure fome alleviation in his 
fentence ; which however, from a com pari fon of cir- 
cumftances, I am inclined to think he never received, 
but that the very apprehensions of it broke his heart. 
Thus the reader fees, that if the Duke of Bucks had 
any concerns with Colonel Blood in the affair of the 
Duke of Ormond, or if his pardon for ftealing the 
crown was obtained by his Grace, he was but indif- 
ferently requited. 

« That he was defired by the woman that keeps the 

* Saint John's Head, or Heaven tavern, to come and 

* fpeak with her at fuch a time : That upon his 
« coming to her, (he told him that two fhabby fel- 

5 B * lows 


(31) The HJf- 
torian's Guide, 
p. 124., 
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different a light, that he was convi&ed upon a criminal information for the confpiracy, 
and committed to the King's-Bench prifon ; and while in cuftody there, he was charged 

with 


* lows had been with her fome time before, to tell 

* her that they had fomething of great confequence 

* in reference to the welfare of the public to reveal, 

* but that they wanted a difcreet perfon to manage 

< it : That thereupon Mr. Blood made anfwer, that 
4 if there were any thing fit to be taken notice of, he 

* would bring them to thofe that had fufficient au- 
' thority to take notice of it, and thereupon promifed 

* to meet the perfons. 

* That upon his fecond coming to meet the difco- 
€ verers, they refufed to fpeak with him ; for that 

< underftanding he was the perfon with whom they 

* were to difcourfe, they averred they would have 

* nothing to do with him, for that he was the Duke 

* of Buckingham's friend : That thereupon the wo- 
' man of the houfe, that Mr. Blood might fee (he had 

* not told him a lye, perfuaded one of the perfons to 
' fhew himfelf to Mr. Blood, who to thatpurpofe, as 
' he pafled by, ftepped into the room where Mr. 
c Blood was, and going in, told, that he and his fel- 
c lows had bufmefs of great concernment to difcover, 
4 but could not then, by reafon of another appoint- 
c ment, and fo concluded upon another day : That 

* Mrs. Bradley upon this came to him to his houfe, 

* and told him fhe believed the fellows were rogues 

* and trepans, and advifed him to feize them, and 
1 carry them before a magiftrate : That Mr. Blood, 
' weighing the confequence of the woman's advice, 

* and being informed by her of their lodgings, ac- 

* cording to the directions of one Mr. Curtis, went 

* to Dr. Chamberlain, one of the Juftices of the 

* Peace for the county of Middlefex, and told him 

* the ftory, who thereupon not only gave Mr. Blood 

* his warrant, but accompanied him till the execu- 
c tion of this warrant. 

* That two perfons were by him apprehended, by 
4 name Philemon Codan, and Samuel Ryther : That 

* upon their apprehenfion and firft examination fe- 

* verally before Dr. Chamberlain, they feemed to 
■ wonder what he meant, when he told them he heard 

* they knew of a plot, and wanted a magiftrate to 

* reveal it to : That thereupon the Juftice of the 

* Peace told them all that Mr. Blood had told him, 
4 concerning their difcourfe with Mrs, Bradley, and 

* their appointment of meeting Mr. Blood. 

* That to this one of them, v/si Codan, replied, 

* that it was about the Duke of Buckingham, who, 

* he faid, owed them feveral hundreds of pounds 
c upon account of wages, and that they wanted forae- 

* body that was able to cope with him ; to whom, 
1 one Curtis ftanding by, replied in thefe words : 

* How, did I not hear you fay at fuch a place, that 

* you knew of a greater plot yet undifcovered, than 

* either Mr. Oats or^/Ir. Bedloe had hitherto made 

* out ; to which the faid Codan gave no fatisfaclory 

* anfwer, and Ryther protefted he knew nothing of a 
1 plot, or any thing like it : That to all this the Doc- 

* tor urged, that it was not to be thought that any 

* difcreet perfon fhould be fo overfeen, as to inter- 
1 pofe between m after and fervant about wages, efpe- 
c cially fo great a perfon as the Duke, and therefore 
' that could not be the reafon of their meeting at 

* Heaven. Thereupon one of them ftarting up in a 
' violent paflion before the Juftice of Peace, fwore 

* that he would be revenged upon the Duke of Buck- 

* ingham, and that he would fwear any thing that 

* might tend to the doing him a prejudice, and that 

* he himfelf would fwear Sodomy again ft him. 

s That upon this the Juftice of the Peace having 

* told them that he neither did believe, nor would 

* hear any thing relating to the Duke, afked them 

* jointly, why they ran away at the fight of Mr. 

* Blood at Mrs. Bradley's? To which they replied, 

* that they were miftruftful of him, becaufe they had 

* heard he was the Duke's friend. 

* That thereupon Dr. Chamberlain, taking them 

* for impertinent fellows, difmifted them, with di- 

* rettions to confider what they had faid, and to at- 

* tend him at fuch a time at his houfe, where he 

* would be ready to hear whatever they had to dif- 

* cover concerning any plot : That accordingly they 
1 came with one Whitaker and Jenks, where Mr. 
1 Blood likewife attended ; at which time Dr. Cham- 

* b origin piking them the meaning of their former 


muffiing ftories, they replied, they had a farther 
defign to carry on for the good of the public, but 

: would come to no particulars ; whereupon Dr. 

r Chamberlain difmifted them. 
1 That foon after Sir W. W. fent for Blood to a 

: tavern in Weftmi niter, whither when he came, he 

( found Ryther, Codan, Whitaker, and Jenks, in 

< Sir William's company ; and what more furprifed 
c him, he found Ryther and Codan in a genteel equi* 

* page and alamode accoutrements, whom he looked 
4 upon before as very mean fellows. 

« That prefently then Sir William told him he was 

< very much troubled for the premunire he had 
c brought himfelf into, for that Ryther and Codan 
6 were come to depofe upon oath, that he had at- 
' tempted feveral times to corrupt them with money 
1 and other rewards to fwear Sodomy againft the Duke 
« of Buckingham : That upon Mr. Blood's making 
1 ftrange of it, Codan ftarted up and confirmed the 

* fame. 

* Thereupon Mr. Blood afked them, how they 
' could be fo impudent as to invent fuch a thing 

* againft him, whom they had never feen but once at 

* Heaven, and another time with Dr. Chamberlain: 
1 That thereupon Mr. Whitaker and Jenks flood up, 

* and bid Mr. Blood be honeft and juft, and confefs ; 
1 to whom Mr. Blood replied, You have been thefe 
' two years laft employed to afperfe me, and could 
« you find no better invention than this ? 

c That after this, Mr. Blood directing his difcourfe 
1 to Sir William Waller, defired of him to know the 
' meaning of the whole ftory, which was a thing un- 
' known to himfelf ; upon which Mr. Whitaker and 
1 Mr. Jenks jointly affirmed Codan and Ryther to be 

* honeft men, and prefted Sir William for juftice : 
' That thereupon Sir William defired Mr. Blood 

* very civilly to put in bail ; to which Mr. Blood re- 
' plied, that he would confider of it, and fo for that 
1 time went about his occafions : That the next morn- 

* ing he went to Sir William's houfe for a copy of 
' his mittimus, which at length was granted him : 

* That the next day he was met by a conftable, who 
c told him he had a warrant againft him from Sir 
€ William Waller, miftaking a mittimus for a war- 
4 rant, and thereupon he went away with the con- 
■ ft able to a tavern, where he continued under re- 
f ftraint of the conftable feveral hours : That while 

* he was under cuftody, Sir William, apprehenfive 

< of fome miftake, as is pretended, fent one of the 

* witnefles to the conftable, to know how he had dif- 
' pofed of Mr. Blood, and whether he had carried 

* him to prifon ; who made anfwer, that he had not 

* fufficient authority for fo doing, and that Mr, 
1 Blood might bring him into trouble for fo doing, 

* as not having been carried before a Juftice of Peace, 

* as he ought to have been firft of all. Thereupon 
' the witnefs went back to Sir William, and not long 
' after returned to the conftable, and brought him a 

* warrant to feize Mr. Blood, and for want of bail to 
' carry him to the Gatehoufe : That upon that war- 

* rant, Mr. Blood gave in bail before Sir William 
1 Poultney to anfwer the accufation ; upon which 
1 accufation Mr. Blood, with the reft, were found 

* guilty.' C. 

* # * [Another piece was publifhed at the time re- 
lative to this tran faction, and in vindication of Blood, 
confifting of 32 pages in folio, intitled, ' The Nar- 
' rative of Col. Tho. Blood, concerning the defign 

* reported to be lately laid againft the life and ho- 

* nour of his Grace George Duke of Buckingham, 
1 ciff.' Lond. 1680. In this pamphlet is printed a. 
copy of the information exhibited in the Crown-office 
againft Blood, Hickey, Le Mar, Smith, Haley, 
Curtis, Chriftian, tff r. wherein they were charged 
with confpiring, intending, and dcfigning, ' to de- 
' fpoil and deprive his Grace the Duke of Bucking- 
' ham, one of the peers and grandees of the king- 

* dom of England, not only of his honour, eftinia- 
1 tion, and reputation, but alfo to take his life away, 
' and deftroy his life and dignity of dukefhip. And 
1 to caufe the faid George Duke of Buckingham to 

* be taken, arrefted, and condemned to death, for 
€ deteftable crimes and offences of fodomy and bug- 

' gery, 
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with an aftion of fcandalum magnatum> at the fuit of the Duke of Buckingham (k) } in 
which the damages were laid fo high as ten thoufand pounds ; but, notwithftanding this, 
Col. Blood found bail, and was dii charged from his imprifonment. He then retired to 
his houfe in the Bowling-alley in Weftminfter, in order to take fuch meafures as were 
requifite to deliver him out of thefe difficulties ; but finding fewer friends than he ex- 
pected, and meeting with other and more grievous difappointments, he was fo much 
affefted thereby, as to fall into a diftemper that fpeedily threatened his life. He was 
attended in his ficknefs by a clergyman, who found him fenfible, but referved, de- 
claring he was not at all afraid of death. In a few days he fell into a lethargy, and 
Wednefday, Aug. 24, 1680, he departed this life (I). On the Friday following he 
was privately, but decently, interred, in the new chapel in Tothill-fields. Yet fuch 
was the notion entertained by the generality of the world of this man's fubtlety and 
reftlefs fpirit, that they could neither be perfuaded he would be quiet in his grave, nor 
would they permit him to remain fo : For a ftory being fpread that this dying, and 
being buried, was only a new trick of Col. Blood's, preparative to fome more extra- 
ordinary exploit than any he had been concerned in, it became in a few days fo current, 
and fo many circumftances were added to render it credible, that the Coroner thought 
fit to interpofe, ordered the body to be taken up again upon the Thurfday following, 
and appointed a jury to fit upon it. But fo ftrongly were they prepoffefTed with the 
idle fancy of its being all an amufement, that though they were his neighbours, knew 
him peribnally, and he had been fo few days dead, they could not for a long time agree 
whether it was or was not his body (in). An intimate acquaintance of his, at iafl:, put 
them on viewing the thumb of his left hand, which, by an accident that happened to 
it, grew to twice its natural fize, which was commonly known to fuch as converted 
with him. By this, and the various depofitions of perfons attending him in his laft 
illnefs, they were at length convinced, and the Coroner caufed him to be once more 
interred, and left in his vault in quiet (n). Such were the tranfaclions of this man's 
life, whole real adventures exceed in ftrangenefs what would appear fictitious even in 
romance, and aftonilhed his contemporaries. 
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(Jt) Rerrurks on 
the Life of Mr. 
Blood, p. 12. 


(r»J Portfcrlpt* , 
to the Remarks 
on the Life of 
Mr. Blood. 


(n J Hiftory of 
Plots, p. 231. 


* gery, by him fuppofed to be committed, with one 

* Sarah Harwood, and divers other perfons, again It 

* the order of nature.. And alfo for enticing or 
' tranfporting of the faid Sarah Harwood beyond fea, 

* to fupprefs and take off their evidences of and con- 

* cerning the crimes of fodomy and buggery afore - 

* faid. 5 ] T. 

[Among the other extraordinary circumftances 
of Blood's life, nothing is more furprifing than the 
influence which he had, for a time, at Charles the 
Second's court. Caufa /atet, res eft notiJJi?na. Dr. 
Pope, in his Life of Bifhop Ward, gives a finking 
account of Blood's intereft with the King. * A little 

* after/ fays the Doctor, 1 I know not upon what 
1 ground, the weather-cock of the court council 

* turned to the contrary point, and one Bloody a per- 

* fon notorious for Healing the crown out of the 

* Tower, and offering that barbarous violence to the 

* Duke of Qrmond, being of a fudden become a great 
c favourite at Court, and the chief agent for the Dif- 
f fenters : This Blood, I fay, brought the Bifhop of 


c Salifbury (Ward) a verbal mefTage from the iving, 

* not to moleft the Diflenters ; upon which lie went 

* to wait on his Majefty, and humbly reprefented to 

* him, that there were only two troublefome Non- 
c conformifts in his diocefe, whom he doubted nor, 
tf with his Majefty's permiffion, but that he mould 
1 bring them to their duty, and then he named them. 

* Thefe are the very men, replied the King, you muft 

* not meddle with ; to which he obeyed, letting the 

* profecution againft them fall (33).' If Charles the 
Second's timidity will account for his fparing Blood's 
life, it will fcarcely account for his receiving him fo 
greatly into favour. 

The Earl of Rochefter, in his < Hiftory of Infipids,* 
has the following lines on this circumftance : 

* Blood, that wears treafon in his face, 

* Villain complete in parfons gown f, 

* How much is he at court in grace, 

* For dealing Ormond and the crown ! 
4 Since loyalty does no man good, 

' Let's ileal the King, and outdo Blood (34).] K. 


BLOUNT, a very ancient, once noble, and (till honourable, family. Of this 
houfe there have been three diftin£t races of Peers, of whom we fhall give fome ac- 
count [/f ]. Thence alfo have fprung perfons rendered illuftrious by aim oft all the 

titles 


(33) Commu- 
nicated by a va- 
luable Corre- 
fpondent. 


f Alluding t* 
his difguife 
when he ftole 
the crown. 

(34) Granger's 
Biogr. Hi ft. 
Vol. iv. p. 214. 


(j) Camd. Brl- 
tan. in Suffolk* 


(*) Dugdale's _ 
Baronage, Vol. i. 
p. 519. 

Camden. Britan. 
ub't fupra. 


(3) Communi- 
cated to me by 
the Reverend 
Mr. Knipe, in 
a curious MS. of 
feveral ancient 
families. 


Of nxjbom woe /ball give fome account.'] They 
were originally Normans, and derived their name of 
le Blound from their having yellow hair (1). Two 
young Lords of this name, coming over with William 
iirnamed the Conqueror, he made the elder, Robert, 
Baron of Ixvvorth in Suffolk (2). Of his fon and 
heir Gilbert, Mr. Camden having occafion to fpeak, 
he (Hies him Fir magna Nohilitatis , a man of high 
nobility. This line ended in William le Blound, who 
was killed at the battle of Lewes in the reign of King 
Henry III., leaving behind him two fillers. Be- 
fides thefe, there were other Barons, fummoned to 
parliament in the reigns of Edward II. and Ed- 
ward III. : but the firlt Baron of Mountjoy was Sir 
Walter Blount of Elwafton in Derbylhire, fo created 
by Edward IV. Of this noble Lord and his family 
I have a curious pedigree, whence I mall give their 
defcents (3). Sir Walter Blount, the firft Baron of 
Mountjoy, married Helena, daughter of John Biron, 
Efq; : by her he had three fons, Sir William Blount, 
who married Margaret, daughter and heirefs of Tho- 


mas Lord Itchingham, who died in the lifetime of his 
father ; Sir John Blount, and Sir James Blount. 
William Blount left iflue John Blount, Lord Mount- 
joy, who died childlefs ; Edward Blount, Lord 
Mountjoy, who alfo died without children ; Eliza- 
beth, wife of Andrew Lord Windfor ; Alice, firft 
married to Sir Thomas Uxenbridge, Knight, after- 
wards to Sir David Owen of Midhurft in the county 
of SufTex. Sir John Blount, fecond fon of Walter 
Lord Mountjoy, married Lora, daughter of Sir Ed- 
ward Barkley of Beverfton, by whom he had Sir Wil- 
liam Blount, afterwards Lord Mountjoy, who mar- 
ried firft Elizabeth, daughter and coheirefs of Sir 
William Say, by whom he had two daughters ; Ger- 
trude, who married Henry Courtney, Marquis of 
Exeter ; and Catherine, firft married to Mr. Cham- 
burn, then to Sir Maurice Barkley. The fecond wife 
of this William Lord Mountjoy was Dorothy, daugh- 
ter of Sir Henry Keeble of London, Knight, by 
whom he had Charles Blount. His third wife was 
another Dorothy, daughter of Thomas Gray, Mir- 
5 q -lis 


(a) Stowe's 
Survey of L on- 
don, tol. 1720, 
Vol. i. p. 107. 


(e) Peacham's 
Compete Gen- 
tleman. 

(f) Camden's 
Annals, Vol. iii. 
p.'8o 5 . 

Chauncy-s Heft- 
fordfhire. 


BLOUNT (John). 

titles of honour which this nation can boaft, allied more than once by marriage to thr 
Royal Family, and employed in the firft offices almoft in every reign fince the conqueft, 
of which it may not be amifs to give fome inftances. John Blount was Cuftos of the 
city of London from the year 1301 to the year 1307 ; that is* from the twenty-ninth 
of Edward I. to the firft of Edward II. (a). Thomas le Blount was Steward of the 
ICing's Houiehold the twentieth of Edward II. (£). Sir Thomas le Blount was Trea- 
furer of Normandy the firft of Henry V. (c). Walter Blount was Lord High Treafurer 
of England in the fourth df Edward IV. (d). Sir Thomas Blount a Knight Banneret 
the fifth of Henry VIII. (V)- Charles Blount, Lord Mountjoy, was appointed Lord 
Lieutenant of Ireland the forty-fecond of Elizabeth ; and continued, and made a Privy- 
Counfellor, by King James (f). There have been likewife, of this family, four Knights 
of the Garter [B] ; and Mary, late Dutchefs of Norfolk, the firft Dutchefs in this 
kino-dom, was the daughter of Edward Blount, of Blagdon, near Torbay in the county 
of Devon, Efq; and was married to Edward Howard, Duke of Norfolk, in 1727 (g). 
There have been feveral fiouriihing families, two of Baronets, and others, perfons of 
ample fortune, of this illuftrious line. 


fa) Leland, 
Comment, de 
Script. Britan. 
Vol. ii. p. 276. 
Matth. Pari?, 
Hift. Angl. 
Vol i. p. 354. 
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(c) GoJwin, de 
Pneful. Angl. 
ed • 1616, 4/0, 
p. 127. 

(d) M. Pan;, 
H.ft. An-!. 
Vol. i. p. 3^.5. 


(1) Hifl. des 
Pape^, Vol. iii 
p. 155—236. 

(2) M. Paris, 
Vol i. p. 370. 
Nich. Trivet. 
Anna I. Vol. ii 
p. J 84. 


* 


[The chief of this family, at prefent, is Sir Walter Blount of Sodington in 
Worceiterfhire, and Mawly in Shropfhire. He is lineally defcended from the original 
Norman founder of the name, before mentioned, and is the twenty-firft in fucceffion. 
The fecond family of Baronets of this line began in Sir Thomas Pope Blount, of whom 
hereafter. The title in this branch is now extinft]. K. 


quis of Dorchefter, widow of Robert Willoughby, 
Lord Brooke, by whom he had John Blount, and 
two daughters, Dorothy and Mary. His fon and 
heir, Charles Blount, Lord Mountjoy, married Anne, 
daughter of Robert Lord Willoughby of Brooke, by 
whom he had two fons, James and Francis. James 
Lord Mountjoy married Catherine, daughter of Tho- 
mas Leigh of St. Ofwald in the county of Devon, 
Efq; by whom he had iflue William Blount, Lord 
Mountjoy,' who died childlefs in 1594; and Charles 
Blount, Lord Mountjoy, afterwards Earl of Devon- 
ihtre. In him, of whom we mail fpeak in a diftinct 
article, this line failed, he leaving no lawful iflue : 
but his natural fon, Mountjoy Blount, was created 
Baron Mountjoy in Ireland by King James I., and 
Baron Mountjoy of Thurvefton in Derbyfhire, and 


Earl of Newport in the Ifle of Wight by King 
Charles I. 

[B] Four Knights of the Qarter.] The firft of 
thefe was Sir John Blount, who flourifhed in the 
reigns of Henry IV. and Henry V., becoming a 
Knight of the Order fome time between the years 
1 4 1 6 and 1420 (4). Walter Blount, Lord Mount- 
joy, who was a great favourite of Edward IV., was 
the fecond Knight of the Garter of this family, and 
received that honour 1472 (5). The third was Wil- 
liam Blount, Lord Mountjoy, who became a Knight 
of the Garter in the reign of Henry VIII., in the 
year 1526 (6). The fourth was Charles Blount, 
Lord Mountjoy, afterwards Earl of Devonfhire, on 
whom Queen Elizabeth conferred the Order 1597 
(7)« c. 


[^/] Which however nvas never alleged.'] The 
whole of this* 1 t ran faction has hitherto been very 
darkly treated. We will endeavour to clear it up in 
this note, as far as the authorities which remain at 
this diftance of time will permit. The reader muft 
obferve, that during the reign of Henry III. the 
Popes aflumed greater authority than at any other 
time, excepting in the days of his father, in the 
realm of England, and were efpecially bufy in the 
confirmations of the Archbifhops of Canterbury (1). 
Richard Wetherflied, who had fucceeded Stephen 
Langton in the archiepifcopal See of Canterbury, de- 
ccafed in 1231 (2) ; whereupon Ralph Nevil, Bifhop 
of Chichefter, was* elected his fucceflbr. But the 
Pope knowing the great parts of this Prelate, and his 
affection to the Crown, abfolutely refufed to confirm 
him, for fear he mould withdraw the King from that 
flavilh fubmiflion Tie had hitherto paid to the See of 
Rome. However, his Holinefs gave leave to the 
Monks of Canterbury to proceed to a new election, 
with an admonition to be carefuL in their choice, that 


(b) Dugdale'i 
Baronage of 
England, 1675, 
fol. Vol. i. 

p. 5 ! 9 . 

(c) Idem, ibid. 

( d) Idem, ibid. 


(g) Collins's 
Peerage of Eng- 
land, edit. 1741, 
Sv^Vol.i p. 21. 


(4) Afhmole'c 
Hiftory of the 
Garter, p. 610. 


(5) u. 
p. 712. 


ibid* 


BLOUNT (John), called in Latin Blondus, or Blundus, a very eminent Divine 
in the Xlllth century. He received the firft tin&ure of learning in the univerfity of 
Oxford, and went afterwards For his improvement to Paris, where he quickly diftin- 
guifhed himfelf, among many of his learned contemporaries, by the vivacity of his 
wit (a). On his return into England, he again fettled himfelf at Oxford, and read 
Divinity Lectures there with univerfal applaufe. The reputation of his learning ob- 
tained him alfo feveral other preferments, particularly thofe of Prebend and Chancellor 
in the church of York (b). In 1232, the archiepifcopal See of Canterbury being vacant 
by the death of Richard Wetherfhed, and the rejection of two of his fucceffors, Ralph 
Nevil, Bifhop o^Chichefter and Chancellor of England, and John, Sub-Prior of Can- 
terbury, by the Pope, our Dr. Blount was, by the Chapter of Canterbury, eledled 
Arehbifhop (r). He did not, however, enjoy that dignity ; for the Pope immediately 
objected to him, and after a fummary inquiry into the validity of his eleftion, declared 
it void, for feveral reafons, of which our Hiflorians take notice (d), though very pro- 
bably Bale has hit upon the true caufe, which, however, was never alleged (e) 

Many 


(6) Id. ibid. 


(7) Mills's Ca- 
talogue of Ho- 
nour, p. 493. 


(b ) Matth. Pa. 
ris, Hift. Angl, 
Vol.i. p. 755. 


the new Arehbifhop mould be fincerely attached to 
the See of Rome (3). Upon this they eledled John 
their Sub-Prior, who went in perfon to Rome in 
order to his confirmation. The Pope thereupon di- 
rected that he mould be examined by the Cardinals 
as to his abilities ; but notwithstanding they reported 
in his favour, his Holinefs declared him infirm, and 
therefore incapable, directing the Chapter of Canter- 
bury to make a new choice (4). They did fo, and 
then fixed on our Dr. Blount, to whom the Pope ob- 
jected a fimoniacal contract with Peter, Bifhop of 
Winchefter ; and alfo alleged, that Blount having 
held two benefices with cure of fouls, without a dif- 
penfation, he was to be confideYed as a reprobate, 
and confequently incapable of fo high preferment : 
and this judgment he pronounced, notwithftanding 
Blount pleaded that he held fuch benefices before the 
decree of that General Council whereon this fenteneo 
was founded. Thus, fays Matth. Paris, the Church 
of Canterbury was in the fame ilate with Sarah the 
daughter of Raguel, and wife of Tobias, as being 

thrice 


fej Script. Bn- 
tan. edit. 1559, 
fol. p. 280. 


(3) M. Pars, 
Hift. Angl. 
Vol. i. p. 370. 


(4) Hift. Prior. 
Cant, apud 
Wharton, Angl. 
Sac. Vol. i. 
P' H 0 ' 

M, Pans, Vol.i. 
p. 370. 


BLOUNT (Richard). 373 

Many of our modern writers, and particularly Bifliop Godwin, fall into frequent inac- 
curacies concerning this Prelate, fometimes miftaking his firname, and lbmetimes con- 
founding him with Richard Blount, BifhojD of Lincoln (f). After his return from (f) DePi#fui. 
Rome, and being deprived of his high dignity, he retired once again to Oxford, and, An * 1, p * 127 ' 
as Leland tells us, confoled himfelf under his misfortunes, by an ardent application to 
dfscHptTvoUi. his ftudies (g). In this manner he fpent fixteen years, during which time he compofed 
P . 276. feveral learned works, and amongft them various Commentaries on the Holy Scrip- 

Q/un U,S %$T' tures (^)- He was celebrated by his contemporaries for the elegance of his flyle, and 
man. p. 2 0. ^ ^ e extenfivenefs of his learning (/). John Rofs of Warwick, no contemptible fjV P*Hn 
hiftorian, and who did not live above a century after his time, fpeaks of him as a pro- vlfri.^pfjgji 
digy of fcience (£). Yet Pits very confidently tells us, that his writings did by no 
means fpeak him worthy of fuch commendations (/) ; a cenfure in itfelf of little au- (l) Deiiiufh 
thority, and, all circumftances confidered, of none at all, as will be fhewn in the notes » /C " P 
[/*]. This very learned, though unfortunate perfon, having attained to a good old 
age, and to a high reputation for his knowledge, prudence, and piety, deceafed in 
ml Angi ar,S ' I2 4** having always ihewn an equality of mind, which demonstrated him worthy 

Vuli. p.7SSi of the.higheft ftation, by enabling him to bear with fortitude his fall from thence. 


(k) Dc Academ. 
Britan, 


thrice a widow in fo ihort a fpace ; for this fell out in 
f 5 ) Hift. Angl. the fpring of the year 1233 (5). Perhaps, fays Bale, 
Vol.i. P . 385- Blount was more learned than the Court of Rome de- 
(6) Script. Bri- fired an Archbifhop mould be (6). In truth, who- 


tan. p. 2S0. 


(7) M Pans, 
Hift. Angl. 
Vol. i. p. 370 


ever confiders the character of Gregory IX., one of 
the warmeft and boldeil men that ever fat in the papal 
chair, and reflects upon his rejecting the Bifhop of 
Chicheiter on account of his loyalty, and the Sub- 
Prior of Canterbury for infufriciency, after he had 
flood an examination of three days on nineteen feveral 
articles, and came off with applaufe ; whoever, I fay, 
attentively reflefls on this, and on our Blount's be- 
ing fupported by the Emperor's intereft (7), will not 
think that Bale's heat did in this cafe carry him too 
far, but rather that there is juft reafon 'o fuppofe his 
abilities rendered him obnoxious to the Court of 
Rome, more than his having had two livings, which, 
whatever crime it might have been in thofe days, 
would have been thought a fmall fault in fuccceding 
times. 

As will be Jhewn in the notes.] Leland, in his 


life of this learned perfon, owns ingenuouflyi that he 

was fo unlucky as never to have met with any of thofe 

elegant writings which rendered our author's memory 

famous, adding a doubt whether any of them were 

extant (8). Bale, in the firit edition of his work, (8) Comment. 

omitted this life; and when he added it afterward:, ds Script. Brit. 

he only copied Leland, adding that Blount had writ- Vo1, p * 27 ?' 

ten Suwmarium Sacrse Facultatis, lib. 1. Difceptationes 

aliquot , lib. i. and feveral Commentaries on the 

Scriptures (9). Then comes Pits and tranferibes Bale, (9) Script. Brit. 

adding the cenfure mentioned in the text (10) ; yet p ' 

takes no notice of any other works than thofe which ( I0 ) De '! 1ufti 

Bale had before noted, and, which is very remark- Ang1, Scri ^ >t * 

able, does not give us the beginning of any of them, P ' 3 ' 9 ' 

as his cuftom always is, wherever he had feen fuch 

books, or could meet with any accounts from other 

people who had feen them. It is therefore more than 

probable, that he boldly publifhed this calumny, in 

order to fupport the credit of the See of Rome, by 

leiTening the reputation of a perfon whom it had fo 

vehemently persecuted. C. 


fa) Trivet. Ann. 
Vol. i. p. 198. 
M. Paris, Hiii. 
Angl. Vol. i. 
p, 636, 


(d) Trivet. An- 
nal. Vol. I. 
p. 208. 

M. Paris, Hift. 
Angl. Vol. i. 
944- 


BLOUNT (Richard), called alfo In Latin Bltindus, or Blondus, an eminent Di* 
vine in the XHIth century. He became firft Chancellor, and then Bifhop, of Exeter^ 
in ^245, being the twenty-ninth of Henry III. (#), and is faid to have been a perfon 
of a very fweet and gentle diipofition, which inclined him to truft others too much in 
the management of his own affairs, and in thofe of the Church (<£). In confequence of (b) Wharton, 
this, his dependants entered into a confpiracy for defrauding the church of Exeter of a Ans1, Sacr ' 
great part of its revenues, by forging certain grants, to be by them produced after his 
deceafe. The names of thefe perfons were, Lodelwel, his Chancellor ; Sutton, his 
Regifter; Fitzherbert, his Official; and Ermefton, the Keeper of his Seal (r). The (c) Godwin,^ 
good Bifhop died in 1257 (d) Not long after this, they put in practice their pr ^ u o L A 6 n i gU 

bale defign, which fucceeded as fuch defigns generally do; that is to fay, it created P 4 °' 4 
fome flir and difpute at firft, but at laft appeared in its true colours, a bafe and black 
.forgery, for which all the confpirators were compelled to do public penance in the ca- 
thedral church on the 19th of March, 1267 (<?). 


[A] The good Bijhop died, &c] According to the 
character given us of this Prelate by Bifhop Godwin, 
one could fcarcely have faid fo much for him as is faid 
in the text : to jultify this, therefore, we muft ob- 
ferve, that we have the authority of Matth. Paris, 


who was his contemporary, to fupport us : for he, 
fpeaking of his acceffion to the epifcopal dignity, fays, 
that he was a man fuperior to cenfure, and in his life 
and learning equally commendable. Vir fine querela, 
moribus et Uteris omnibus commendabilis (1). C. 


(e ) Godwin, ds 
Praeful. Angl. 
p. 460, 461. 


(t) Hift. AngU 
Vol. i, p. 686. 


(a) See Baron- 
age of England, 
by Sir Will. 
Dugdale, Vol. i. 
p. 521. 

(c) Naunton, 
ibid. 


(1) W. ImhofT, 
Tteg, Pariumq; 
Mag. Britan. 
Hi ft. Genealog. 
Norimb, 1690. 

(2) Fragmenta 
Kegali?, edit. 

1653, 

P' 73- 


BLOUNT (Charles), the eighth Lord Montjoy, created afterwards Earl of 
Devon fhire, was born in the year 1563 [//], being the fecond fon of James, Lord 
Mountjoy (<?). He had his education at Oxford, and the Inner Temple (£). When ^;w 0 od,Fafti, 
he was at this laft place, c being about twenty years of age, of a brown hair, a fweet ^°). i. col, i 3 s, 
f face, a moft neat compofurc, and tall in his perfon (r)/ he made his firft appearance Fn^eluR-.. 
at Court, where he was diftinguilhed by Queen Elizabeth \ B~\. His fortune at that f?" a » b * Sir 

* \ f *" J . Rob. Naunton, 


[A] Was born in the year 1 563.] He was in the 
forty-third year of his age in 1606 when he died (1), 
and confequently mult have been born in the year 

[B] He made his fir ft appearance at Court , where he 
ivas difiinguijhed by 2>ueen Elizabeth.] Sir Robert 
Naunton ogives the following account of it (2). * As 

Vol. II. 


time Lund. 1633, 

I2WC, p. 73. 

he came from Oxford, he took the Inner-Temple 
in his way to Court, whither he no fooner came, 
but (without afking) he had a pretty ftrange kind of 
admiffion, which I have heard from a difcreet man 
of his own, and much more of the fecrets of thofs 
times. The Queen was then at Whitehall, and at 
dinner, whither he came to fee the fafhion of the 
5 C ■ Court; 
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(e) Notitia Par- 
liamentaria, ly 
Br. Willis, Efq; 
Vol. ii, p. 129. 
Lond.1716, 81/0. 

(g) Morgan, 
Sphere of Gen- 
try, p. 88. 
(i) Wood, ubi 
fupra, col. 1 38. 

(k) Willis, ubi 
fupra, p. 376. 
(I) Camden, ubi 
fupra, P . 594. 
Dugdale, Vol. i. 
p. 521 5 and 
Vol. ii. p. 2S7. 

(m) Dugdale, 
Vol. i. p. 251. 


(p ) Stow, An- 
nates, ubi fupra. 
Camden, p. 597. 

(q) Naval Hifr. 
by T. Lcdiard, 
P- 353* 

(r) R. Cox's 
HI fir. of Ireland, 
Lond. 1689, 
Part i. p. 414. 

(s) Dugdale, ubi 
fupra, p. 521. 

(u) Camden, 
Annales, p. 619. 
PacataHibernia, 
p. 2. 


BLOUNT (Lord M.)» 

time was very fmall (d) : however, fo good was his intereft, that he was chofen one of 
the Burgefles for the borough of St. Ives in Cornwall, in the parliament which met at 
Weftminfter in 1585, being then not above two and twenty years of age (e). The 
next year he was returned one of the Burgefles for Berealfton in Devonfliire (/), and 
the fame year was knighted (g).* In 1588, he was one of thofe young noblemen and 
gentlemen who hired fhips at their own charge to go and join the Englifh fleet, when 
it was in purfuit of the Spanifh armada (h). On the 16th of June, 1589, he was cre- 
ated Mafter of Arts at Oxford (1)5 and, a fecond time, was chofen one of the Bur- 
gefles for Berealfton, in the parliament which met at Weftminfter in February 
1592-3 (k). Upon the death of Henry, Earl of Suflex, in 1594, he was made Go- 
vernor of Portfmouth (/) j and the fame year fucceeded to his elder brother's title of 
Lord Mountjoy (w), and inheritance of one thoufand marks [C]. With this he lived, 
as Sir Robert Naunton exprefles it (n) y f in a fine way and garb, and without any great 
f fupport, during all Queen Elizabeth's times. And, as there was in his nature a kind 
c of backwardness, which did not befriend him, nor fuit with the motion of the court, 
c fo there was in him an inclination to arms, with a humour of travelling ; which, had 
€ not fome wife men about him laboured to remove, and the Queen herfelf laid in her 
c commands, he would, out of his natural inclination, have fpoiled his own fortune : 
c For, as he was grown by reading (whereunto he was much addicted) to the theory 
c of a foldier, fo he was ftrongly invited by his genius to the acquaintance of the prac- 
c tical part of the war, which were the caufes of his excurfions : For he had a company 
c in the Low Countries, from whence he came over with a noble acceptance of the 
c Queen ; but, fomewhat reftlefs in honourable thoughts, he expofed himfelf again 
c and again, and would prefs the Queen with the pretences of vifiting his company fo 
f often, that at length he had a flat denial. And yet he ftole over with Sir John Norris 
c into Bretagne, where was then a hot and aftive war ; till at laft the Queen took his 
c deceflions for contempts, and confined his refidence to the Court, and her own pre- 
c fence/ In 1597 he was made Knight of the Garter (0), and employed in the expe- 
dition to the Azores iflands, being Lieutenant-General of the land-forces under the 
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being an universal Irifh rebellion intended, with the afliftance of Spain, in order to 
fhake off the Englifh government (r), the Lord Mountjoy was conftituted Lieutenant, 
under the Earl of EfTex, of the forces appointed for the defence of that kingdom (j). 
In 1598, he was defigned for the Lieutenancy of Ireland, but durft not ftand in com- 
petition with the great favourite of his time, the Earl of EfTex ; who coveting this great 
authority and ftation [D], at once gratified his own ambition, and his enemies ma- 
licious defigns, which defired nothing more than his abfence from Court (/). How- 
ever, upon this Earl's difgrace, he was invefted with that honour towards the end of 
the year 1599 («). So great was the opinion the Queen had of his worth and conduft, 
that ftie would have him, and none other, to finifh and bring the Irifh war to a propi- 
tious end, as Sir Robert Naunton obferves (w) : For it was a prophetical fpeech of 
her own, That it would be his fortune and his honour to cut the thread of the fatal 
Irifh rebellion, and to bring her in peace to the grave ; wherein fhe was not miftaken. 


* Court : the Quee# had foon found him out,' [he 
being a very handfome man, as is related above in 
the text] ' and with a kind of an affecled frown 

* afked the Lady-Carver what he was ? She anfwered, 
g fhe knew him not; infomuch as enquiry was made 

* from one to another who he might be, till at length 
c it was told the Queen he was brother to the Lord 

* William Mountjoy. This inquifition, with the eye 

* of Majefty fixed upon him (as fhe was wont to do, 
1 and to daunt men fhe knew not), ftirred the blood 

* of this young gentleman, infomuch as his colour 

* came and went ; which the Queen obferving, called 

* him unto her, and gave him her hand to kifs, en- 

* couraging him with gracious words and new looks; 
4 and fo diverting her fpeech to the Lords and Ladies, 

* fhe faid, that fhe no fooner obferved him, but that 

* fhe knew there was in him fome noble blood, with 

* fome other expreffions of pity towards his houfe ; 

* and then again demanding his name, fhe faid, Fail 

* you not to come to the Court, and I will bethink 

* myfelf how to do you good. And this was his in- 

* let, and the beginnings of his grace. Where it 

* falls into confideration, that though he wanted not 

* wit and courage (for he had very fine attractions, 

* and being a good piece of a fcholar), yet were they 

* accompanied with bafhfulnefs and a natural mo- 

* deity, which (as the tone of his houfe, and the ebbe 

* of his fortune, then flood) might have hindered his 

* progreffion, had they not been reinforced by the 
1 infufion of Sovereign favour, and the Queen's gra.- 

* cious invitation.' 

[C] Inheritance of one thoufand marks.] As the 
Blounts were a very ancient, honourable, and na* 
2 


merous family (3), their eftate was originally very 
confiderable (4). But the Lord Montjoy's patri- 
mony was very much reduced, through his grandfa- 
ther's exorbitant expences in the wars in France, his 
father's vanity in the fearch of the Philofopher's ftone, 
and his brother's untimely prodigalities ; all which 
feemed to confpire to ruin the houfe, and altogether 
to bring it to nothing (5). 

[D] But durft not ftand in competition with — • 
the Earl of EJfcx, &c] The Earl of EfTex might op- 
pofe his advancement to that high ftation, both out of 
jealoufy and a private pique ; for the Lord Montjoy 
(when he was but Sir Charles Blount) having one day 
had the good fortune to run very well a tilt, the 
Queen was fo well pleafed with it, that, in token of 
her favour, fhe fent him a queen at chefs of gold, 
richly enamelled, which his fervants fattened the next 
day to his arm with a crimfon ribband. My Lord 
Eflex, as he parted through the privy-chamber, efpy- 
ing it, with Sir Charles's cloak caft under his arm, 
the better to commend it to view, inquired what it 
was, and for what caufe there fixed ? Sir Fulk Grevil 
told him, it was the Queen's favour, which the day 
before, and after the tilting, fhe had fent him. 
Whereupon my Lord EfTex, in a kind of emulation, 
and as though he would have limited her favour, faid, 
c Now I perceive every fool mull have a favour.' 
This bitter and public affront coming to Sir Charles 
Blount's ear, he fent him a challenge, which was ac- 
cepted by my Lord, and they met near Marybone- 
Park, where my Lord was hurt in the thigh, and 
difarmed (6), 

He 
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BLOUNT (Lord M.)< 

He embarked at Beaumaris, February the 23d, 1599- 1600, and landed the next day id 
Ireland (.v) ; where he lhewed himfelf the beft foldier that kingdom had feen in many 
years, becaufe he found out the true way of making war with the Irifli : for being well 
Supplied with neceffaries from England, he plainly law, that if he could attack them at 
a time when they wanted all conveniencies to keep the field, he fhould meet with very 
little or no refinance ■> and therefore he fupplied his frontier garrifons with men and 
provifions \ and they, by their frequent excurfions, did llich execution on the perfons 
and eftates of the Irifh, that by one winter's war he reduced them to the neceffity of 
eating one another (y). On the 24th of December, i6or, he gained a complete vic- 
tory, near Kinfale, over the Irifh and fix thoufand five hundred Spaniards, newly come 
over to their affiftance ; wherein twelve hundred of the enemy were (lain, and about 
eight hundred wounded 5 whereas Ids than twenty of the- Englifh were killed or 
wounded (2). This was a decifive blow j for, ibon after, a total end was put to the 
Irifh wars, by the voluntary fubmifTion of the arch-rebel Hugh O Neal, Earl of Tiroen, 
to the Lord Mountjoy, who brought him over along with him to England, in the be- 
ginning of the year 1603 (a). But, before his coming to England, that brave Lord 
was, on the 25th of April, conftituted Lieutenant of Ireland (b) by King James I. ; 
and the next month appointed one of the King's Privy-Council (c). The 21ft of July 
enfuing, he was advanced to the title of Earl of Devonfhire (d). Moreover, in reward 
of his great fervices, his Majefty made him Matter of the Ordnance in England gave 
him Kingfton-hall in Dorfetfhire two hundred pounds a year, old rent of aiTize 
out of the Exchequer, and as much more out of the Dutchy, for him and his heirs for 
ever ; befides the county of Lecal in Ireland, together with other lands in the Pale 
there, which were to fall to the Crown upon the death of the Countels of Kildare, for 
want of heirs-male of her body (/). He was, in 1603, one of the Lords prefent at the 
arraignment of Sir Walter Raleigh (g). In 1604, he was one of the Commiffioners 
to negociate a treaty of peace between England and Spain (b) and, in 1605, was alfo 
one of the Commiffioners for the arraignment of the traitors concerned in the Gun- 
powder-plot (/). Belidcs the places and offices above mentioned which he enjoyed, he 
had a company of horfe in Ireland (£), and was Warden of the New Foreft (/). He 
died at the Savoy in the Strand, the 3d of April, 1606, after eight or ten days illnefs, 
of a burning fever and putrefaction of the lungs (m), and was buried with great pomp 
in St. Paul's chapel in Weftminfter-abbey (»). Mr. Camden ftiles him a perfon fa- 
mous for conduft ; and fo eminent for courage and learning, that in thofe refpefts he 
had no fuperior, and but few equals (0). And his Secretary Moryfon informs us, that 
he was beautiful in his perfon as well as valiant, and learned as well as wife (p). His 
greateft blemifh was, that he took another man's wife, namely Penelope, daughter of 
Walter Devereux, Earl of EfTex (q) y who had been married feveral years to Robert, 
Lord Rich, and had brought him three fons and four daughters [£]. The Earl of 
Devonfhire left this Lady fifteen hundred pounds a year, and mofl: of his moveables ; 
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[ii] He took another mans wife, namely Penelope, 
&c] It was, undoubtedly, upon account of this 
difhonourable action, that the author of a letter to 
Mr. Winwoodmade ufe of thefe harm expreffions (7). 

* The Earle of Devonfhire left this life — foon and 
t early for his years, but late enough for himfelf; 
f and happy had he been if he had gone two or three 

* years fince, before the world was weary of him, or 
« that he had left that Scandal! behind him.' — The 
perfon it feems who married them was W. Laud, then 
Chaplain to the Earl of Devonfhire, and afterwards 
Archbifhop of Canterbury, for which he was feverely 
reflected upon by Archbifhop Abbot, in the follow- 
ing words. * It was an obfervation what a fweet 

* man this was like to be, that the firffc obfervable act 

* he did, was the marrying of the Earl of D* to the 

* Lady Rf, when it was notorious to the world that 

* fhe had another hufband, and the fame a Noble- 

* man, who had divers children then living by her. 

* King James did for many years take this fo ill, that 

* he would never hear of any great preferment of 

* him (8).'— Mr. Laud knew not, as he pretended, 
that fhe was then the wife of the Lord Rich, and 
therefore looked upon that action as one of the great- 
eft misfortunes of his life, and fet down the day into 
the catalogue of days of fpecial obfervance to him, 
both in his diary and the manufcript book of his pri- 
vate devotions. The day in which they were mar- 
ried was December 26, 1605 (9). 

%* [For a more full account of the tran factions of 
Lord Montjoy in Ireland, recourfemay be had to Dr. 
Leland's Hiftory of that country, vol. ii. p. 371 — 
417. It appears that his Lordfhip, in his contefls 
with the Irifh rebels, could, upon occafion, difplay 
his learning, as well as his valour. When, in the 


beginning of James the Firft's reign, a feditious fpi- 
rit was diffufed through the cities of the fouth of 
Ireland, and Lord Montjoy marched into MunMer at 
the head of the Royal Army, he found, at Water- 
ford, the gates fhut againft him; and the citizens 
pleaded, that by a charter of King John, they were 
exempt from quartering foldiers. Two Ecclefiaftics, in 
the habits of their order, and with the crofs erected, 
prefented themfelves before the Lord Deputy in his 
camp, and infolently declared, that the citizens of 
Waterford could not in confeience obey any Prince that 
perfecuted the Catholic Faith. * Dr. White, one of 

* thefe Ecclefiaftics, was bold,' fays Moryfon, 4 to 

* maintain erroneous and dangerous pofitions, for 
f maintenance of that which the citizens had done, 
c in the reforming of religion without public autho- 

* rity, al! which his Lordjhip did (as no layman I 
€ think could better do) mojl learnedly confute. And 

* when White cited a place of Saint Auflin for his 
1 proof, his Lordfhip, having the hook in his tent, 
1 fhewed all the company that he had falfely cited 

* that father : for howfeever his very words were 

* found there, yet were they fet down by way of an 

* affertion, which St. Auftin confuted in the difcourfe 

* following. At this furprifal White was fomewhat 

* out of countenance, and the citizens afhamed (10)/ (io % Leland** 
But though Lord Montjoy condefcended fo far to Hiftory of Ire 
Men to Dr. White, as to detect his falfe quotations land ' VoK 
from the fathers, yet his Lordfhip treated the citizens p ' 4 * 5, notr ' 
with the fe verity of an offended Governor. He 
threatened to draw, King James's /word, and cut the 

charter of King John to pieces, to level their city with 
the ground, and ftrew it with fait. His menaces 
were effectual : He was immediately admitted ; the 
inhabitants fwore allegiance, and Renounced all fo- 
reign jurifdict ion (11)]. K 
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BLOUNT (Sir H.). 



and of five children, that flie fathered upon him at the parting from her former hufband, 
he provided for no more than three ; leaving the eldeft fon, Montjoy Blount, between 
three and four thoufand pounds a year, and to a daughter fix thoufand pounds in mo- 
ney (r). This Montjoy Blount, was, by King James I., created Lord Montjoy of 
Montjoy-fort in Ireland; and by King Charles I. (j), Lord Montjoy of Thurvefton in f,;p,r, 3 car.r. 
Derbyfhire ; and finally Earl of Newport in the lile of Wight. He died at Oxford p- 2 4- 
the 1 2th of February 1665, and was buried in Chrift-Church cathedral (a) ; being r«JWood,F,ni, 
fuceeeded in his honours by his fon and heir George Blount; and he, by Henry his 
brother (w). M- 


BLOUNT (Sir Henry), a great Wit, a remarkable Patriot, and a confiderable 
Writer in the laft century. He was defcended from a very ancient and honourable 
family [/f ], and born December 15, 1602, at his father's feat at Tittenhanger in Hert- 
fordfhire (a). He received the firlt tindlure of letters in the free-fchool of St. Alban's, 
where he manifefted an unufual quicknefs of parts, and having qualified himfelf for the 
univerfity, was removed to Trinity-college in Oxford, and entered a Gentleman Com- 
moner there in 16 16, before he was full fourteen years of age (b). Some years he fpent , h) ldem ^ ^ 
in that learned fociety, with great reputation and univerfal refpedl, not fo much on ac- 
count of his family, by which he was nearly related to the founder, Sir Thomas Pope, 
as by reafon of his perfonal merit. For in his youth he was of fo cheerful a difpofition, 
had fo juft a relilh for the Ancients, fo fprightly a wit, fo eafy an addrefs, and lb frank 
and entertaining a converfation, that he charmed all who were of his acquaintance, and 
was juftly efteemed as promifing a genius as any in the univerfity. In the year 16 18 he 
took the degree of Bachelor of Arts, and loon after left Oxford (7). Thence he went (c)idem.tbi^ 
to Gray's-Inn, where for fome time he applied himfelf to the ftudy of the Law, and hav- 
ing perfected himfelf in all parts of a genteel education, he relblved to travel, which 
he did accordingly in the fpring of the year 1634, being then lately become of age (d). (d , Voyage ^ 
He madefirfl: the tour of France, part of Spain and Italy, and then parting to Venice, the Levant, 
he there contracted an acquaintance with a Janizary, with whom he refolved to pafs p ' 2> 3 * 
into the Turkifh dominions (e). With this view he embarked, on the feventh of May (e j Jhid s 
1634, on board a Venetian galley, in which he failed to Spalatro, and thence continued ' 
his journey by land to Conftantinople. There he was very kindly received by Sir Peter 
Wich, then our EmbafTadorat the Port. His flay at Conftantinople was fhort, becaufe, 
having an earnefb defire to fee Grand Cairo, and meeting with a Hidden opportunity, he 
readily embraced it (f) y and after a peregrination of near two years, returned fafely into f/j ini P . 35 . 
England, where, in 1636 (g), he printed an account of his travels [#]. This book 

made 
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[^] Of a *yery ancient and honourable family .] He 
was the third fon of Sir Thomas Pope Blount of -Tit- 
tenhanger in the county of Hertford, Knight, by 
Frances his wife, daughter of Sir Thomas Pigott of 
Dodderfhall in the county of Bucks, Knight, and 
widow of Sir Thomas Nevil of Leicefterihire, Knight 
(1). The father of Sir Thomas Pope Blount was 
William Blount of Bl^unts-hall in Staftbrdfhire, Efq; 
who was defcended orSir Thomas Blount, a younger 
brother of the ancient houfe of Blounts of Sodington 
in Worcefterfhire (2). 

[B] Printed an account of his travels.] In thefe 
travels there are a great many paflages relating to the 
perfonal hiftory of the author, of which it may not be 
amifs to give fome inftances, as agreeable to the defign 
of this life, and which cannot prove unentertaining to 
the reader. When he came into Egypt, and found 
that thofe who had been hitherto the companions of 
his travels, intended to make no ftay there, but to 
pafs immediately to Jerufalem, he refolved to remain 
behind. 4 J, not fo impatient of the climate, fays 

* he, nor loving company of Chriftians in Turkey, 

* and but reafonably arretted to relicks, left them, 
4 and prefumed to receive a longer entertainment ; 

* whereto I found an invital freely noble of itfelf, 
c and with much regard to an honourable recommen- 

* dation of me, fent by his Excellence the Lord Em- 

* baflador of Holland at Conftantinople, Sir Cornelius 

* Haga, who having known my kinfman Sir James 

* Blount, and fome others of our name, was pleafed 

* in me to honour their memory. Here my abode in 

* a family, which had there been refident twenty-five 

* years, informed me of many things with much cer- 

* tainty. Firft, I mult remember things upon record 

* conftantly renewed in office, as the multitude of the 

* mefchecloes, that is, churches and chapels five and 

* thirty thoufand ; then the noted ftreets, four and 

* twenty thoufand, befides petty turnings and divi- 

* fions ; fome of thofe ftreets I have found two miles 

* in length, fome not a quarter fo long ; every one 
4 of them is locked up in the night, with a door at 
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1 each end, and guarded by a mufqueteer, whereby 

* fire, robberies, tumults, and other diibrders are pre- 
1 vented (3).' As to the Turkifh doclrine of Prede- 
ftination he gives us two notable inftances of it, 
which in his own words run thus. * One was at 
1 Rhodes, where, juft as we entered the port, a 
4 French lacquey of our company died with a great 
4 plague fore, which he had taken of the gunner's 
4 mate, who with one running upon him converfed 
4 and flept among us ; the reft were fo far from fear 

* at his death, as they fat prefently eating and drink- 

* ingwith him, and within half an hour after his re- 

* moval flept on his blanket, with his clothes inftead 
4 of a pillow, which when I advifed them not to do, 
' they pointed upon their foreheads, telling me, it 
1 was written there at their birth when they mould 
\ die ; they efcaped, yet divers of the paflengers died 
1 thereof before we got to Egypt. The other was at 
1 my paffage to Adrianople in Thrace ; myfelf, the 
' Jannizary, and one more, being in a coach, we 

* pafTed by a man of good quality, and a foldier who 
4 lying along with his horfe by, could hardly fpeak 
4 fo much as to intreat us to take him into our coach : 
4 The Jannizary made our companion ride his horfe, 
4 taking the man in, whofe breaft being open and full 
4 of plague tokens, I would not have had him re- 
1 ceived ; but he in like manner- pointing to his own 
4 forehead and mine, told me, we could not take 
4 hurt, unlefs it were written there, and that then 
' we could not avoid it. The fellow died in the 
1 night by our fides, and in our indemnity approved 
4 this confidence to be fometimes fortunate, how wife 
4 foever (4).' His return from Egypt was by fea, firft 
to Sicily, from whence he palled to Naples, the rari- 
ties of which entertained him fome days; thence he 
went to Rome, afterwards to Florence and Bologna, 
and fo to Venice, where he arrived in April 1635 ; 
having in that time, as he fays, according to the inoft 
received divifions of Turkey, been in nine kingdoms, 
and pafTed fix thoufand miles and upwards, moft part 
of it by land (5) ; a thing very unufual at that time, 
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BLOUNT (Sir H.j 

made him known to the world, and much taken notice of; lb that Ihortly after, King 
Charles L, who defired to fill his Court with men of parts, appointed him one of the 

band of Penfioners, then compofed of gentlemen of the firft families in the kingdom {Jo). 
In 1630, his father, Sir Thomas Pope Blount, died, and left him the ancient feat of 
Blount's Hall in Staifordfnire, and a very confiderable fortune (i). On the twenty-firft 
of March, in the fucceeding year, the King conferred on him the honour of Knight- 
hood (£). At the firft breaking out of the Civil War, he, following the example of 
the elder branches of his illuftrious family, who were eminently loyal, attended the King 
at York, at Oxford, and other places, was prefent at the battle of Edgehill, and had 
there (according to a tradition in the family) the honour of taking care of the young 
Princes (/). Afterwards he quitted his Majefty's fervice, and returned to London, 
where he was quickly queftioned for his adhering to the King ; but he being now grown 
a very wary and dexterous fpeaker, fo well excufed himfelf, by alleging his duty on 
account of his poft, that he efcaped all cenfure, and was thenceforward well received (m). 
Falling in with the times, he, in 1651, was named on a Committee of twenty perfons, 
for inTpccfting the prafrice of the Law, and remedying its abufes (n). He declared 
himfelf very warmly againft tythes, and would willingly have reduced the income of 
parifh minilters to one hundred pounds a year. He alfo fat with Dr. Richard Zouch, 
Dr. William Clarke, Dr. William Turner, Civilians, and with feveral other eminent 
perfons in the Court of King's (then called the Upper) Bench, in Weltminfter Hall, on 
the fifth of July 1654, by virtue of a commifTion from Oliver Cromwell, for trying 
Don Pantalion Saa, brother to the Portuguefe EmbaiTador, for murder, of which being 
found guilty, he was, much to the honour of the juftice of this nation, by fentence of 
that court, adjudged to fufFer death, and was executed accordingly (0). In the fame 
year, by the death of his elder brother Thomas Pope Blount, Efq^ the eftate of Tit- 
tenhanger deicended to Sir Henry (p). His great reputation for general knowledge 
and uncommon fagacity was the reafon that his name was inferted in the lift of twenty- 
one CommifTioners, appointed, November 1, 1655, to confider of the trade and navi- 
gation of the Commonwealth, and how it might be beft encouraged and promoted, in 
which ftation he did his country eminent fervice (q). It does indeed appear, that this 
was his fole view in complying with the forms of government fet up between 1650 and 
1660 i and therefore we need not wonder that he was received into favour and confi- 
dence on the King's Reftoration, as it appears he was, by his being appointed High- 
Sheriff of the county of Hertford, in 166 1 (r). He lived thenceforward as an Englilh 
gentleman, fatisfied with the honours he hid acquired, and the large eftate he pofleffed, 
and having palled upwards of twenty years in this independent ftate, he died on the 
ninth of October, 1682, when he wanted but four months of four-fcore, and was two 
days afterwards interred in the vault of his family, at Ridge in Hertfordfliire, where a 
foreign writer, but erroneoufly (unlefs he meant the parifh), affirms he was born (j). 
As to the character of Sir Henry Blount, the reader will find it drawn by different hands 
in the notes [C]. As to what appears from his writings, he feems to have had ftrong 
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and which procured him, by way of diftinclion, the 
name of the Great Traveller. This book was pub- 
liihed at London in 1636, in quarto, and foon after 
came to a fecond edition, and in 1638 to a third in 
the fame fize (6). It was then printed in i2ino, and 
reached many editions ; the title of the eighth runs 
thus. A Voyage into the Levant, being a brief Relation 
of a Journey lately performed from England by the %vay of 
Venice, into Dalmatian Sclavonia, Bofnia, Hungary, 
Macedonia, Theffaly, Thrace, Rhodes, and Egypt, unto 
Grand Cairo ; with particular obferuattons concerning 
the modern condition of the Turks, and other people under 
that Empire. By Sir Henry Blount, Knight. Of 
this work there have been feveral characters, and very 
different ones given, of which we fhall mention but 
two. // U fo well efteemed abroad, fays Mr. Wood, 
that (as I ha-ve teen informed) it has been tranflated 
into French and Dutch (7). The author of an intro- 
ductory difcourfe, containing a character of moft 
books of Travels, prefixed to that great collection of 
Vovages, commonly called Churchill's collection, 
afcribed by foine to Mr. Locke, fpeaks thus of Sir 
Henry's book. i Blount's Travels to the Levant is a 

* very fhort account of a journey through Dalmatia, 
« fee, the whole very concife, and without any curi- 
c ous obfervations, or any notable defcriptions. His 

* account of the religions and cuftoms of thofe peo- 

* pie, only a brief collection of fome other travellers ; 
' the language mean, and not all of it to be relied 
« on, if we credit others who have writ better (8).' 

[C] The reader will find his character by different 
hands in the notes.'] Anthony Wood tells us he was 
efteemed by thole that knew htm, a gentleman of a 
very clear judgment, great experience, much contem- 
plation (though not of much reading), and of great 

Vol. II. 


forefight into Government. He was alfo a perfon of 
admirable converfation, and in his younger years was 
a great banterer, which in his elder he difufed (9). 
In a loofe leaf of his Travels I once met with thefe re- 
marks written, which, as they are founded on feveral 
pafTiges in the book, I thought deferved to be tran- 
scribed. * The author of this book, Sir H. B. ap- 

* pears to have been one of the Wits of that age, 
e wherein it was fafhionable to make a difplay of pro- 

* found thinking, and quick penetration. He feems 
' to have wrote this book, as the celebrated O (borne 
t did another, on the fame fubject, purely to infinu- 
1 ate fome notions of his own, which could not other- 

* wife have been fo fafely published. Thus compar- 

* ing the Turkifh fe verity, which, in the beginning 
' of wars, he fays, makes ufe of colourable punilh- 
' ments, where juft ones are wanting; with that ten- 
' dernefs fhewn to light offenders in this part of the 
4 world, he adds, that it has more effect upon a bad 
c age, than our Chriftian compaflion, which is fo 
c eafily abufed, as we cannot raife two or three com- 
c panies of foldiers, but they pilfer and rifle where - 

* foever they pafs : Wherein our want of cruel tv 
c upon delinquents caufes much more opprefTion of 
' the innocent, which is the greater! cruelty of all 

* (10). In another place, fpeaking of the Ifland of 
' Patmos, and the cave wherein St. John wrote his 

* Revelation, he obferves, that the privacy and afpect 

* of thofe retreats being gloomy, Hill, and folemn, 

* fettle and contract the mind into profound fpecula- 

* tions ; but efpecially the quality of the air, a thing 

* of main importance to difpofe the wit. The air of 
f thofe rocky caverns is not fo damp and earthy as 
e that of dungeons ; nor fo immaterial or wafting, to 
1 unfettle and tranfport the phantafy, as that above 

5 D 1 ground ; 
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BLOUNT (Sir T. P.) 

parts, a lively imagination, and, in confequenee of thefe, fome very Angular opinions. 
His ftyle was manly, flowing, and lefs affe&ed than could be expefted, confidering the 
times in, and the fubjefts on, which he wrote [D]. A Latin fragment, publifhed by 
his fon, better explains his fentiments than all the reft of his works, and demonftrates 
that he was a man of a deep, though irregular way of thinking, and had a capacity of 
colouring the moft paradoxical opinions, fo as to give them a great likenefs unto truth 
[£]. For the firft forty years of his life he was a boon companion, and much given to 
raillery ; but in the other forty, of a ferious temper, and a water drinker (/). He mar- 
ried in 1647, Dame Hefter Manwaring, rclidl of Sir William Manwaring of Chefhire, 
Knight, daughter and coheirefs of Chriftopher Wafe, of Upper Holloway in the county 
of Middlefex, Efq; by whom he left three fons and one daughter (u). His arms were, 
Barry Nebule of 6, Or and Sable. Creft, a Wolf patfant, Sable, between two Cornuts, 
Or, out of a ducal Coronet, proper (w). 



1 ground ; but of a middle temper, wherewith it af- 

* feds the brain, in fuch a fort as is fitteft to exercife 

* its intellectual faculty, to the heighth of what its 
' compofition bears (11). Having told us how a 

* Turk, to avoid being taken, tied his feet, and one 

* of his hands together, and threw himfelf headlong 

* into the fea, he adds, in this refolute end, he 
c mewed by what a fliort pa/Tage many a years mifery 

* may be prevented, where other reafons, or fear 
4 mafked in them, enthral not (12). Thefe ftrokes 
' fufficiently fhew the fpirit of the man, and the fcope 
c of his book.' 

[Z)] Confidering the times in, and the fubje&s on, 
which he wrote.] The reft of the works he publifhed 
were thefe (13), 1. Six comedies, written by John 
Lilly, under the title of Court Comedies, by the care 
of Mr. Henry Blount, London 1632, Svo (14). 2. A 
fatire, intituled, The Exchange Walk, in 1647. 
This, Mr. Wood fays, fome of his relations informed 
him, fell from the pen of Sir Henry Blount, though 
his fons knew nothing of it. 3. An epiftle in praife 
of tobacco and coffee, prefixed to a little treatife, in- 


tituled, Organon Salutis, written by Walter Rum- 
fey, Efq; and printed in 1657, Svo (15). 

[£] So as to give them a great likenefs unto truth.] 
This Latin fragment is to be found in a Letter, ad- 
drefTed to the Right Honourable and moft ingenious 
Strephon, (fuppofed to be the Earl of Rochefter), by 
Charles Blount, Efq; fon to our author, dated Lud- 
gate-Hill, February 8, 1679, and is printed in the 
Oracles of Reafon, and in Mr. Blount's works (16), 
and therefore thither we lhall refer our readers. 
Wood obferves (17), that the Anima Mundi was fup- 
pofed to have been, in a great meafure, written by 
Sir Henry Blount, though publifhed, as probably it 
was put into order, by his fon ; and this fragment 
makes the opinion fo much the more probable, fince 
it may be truly ftyled the key to this performance, as 
containing in a narrow compafs, the fyftem that trea- 
tife feems to recommend, and a much better account 
of that fort of Philofopny than is to be found in all 
Spinofa's writings, who, with a darker head, had 
lefs depth of thought, than our ingenious author Sir 
Henry Blount. C. 


BLOUNT (Sir Thomas Pope), an eminent writer towards the clofe of the 
XVI I th century. He was the eldeft fon of Sir Henry Blount before mentioned, and was 
born at Upper Holloway in the county of Middlefex, Sept. 12, 1649 (<0- He was 
carefully educated under the eye of his father, who took care to acquaint him with the 
feveral branches of polite literature, moft worthy the notice of a perfon of his rank ; and 
fo great was the improvement he made under lb able an inftruftor, that, even in his 
junior years, he was confidered both as a judicious and learned man, and on this ac- 
count, as well as for other marks of worth and genius, he was, by King Charles II.. 
advanced to the degree of a Baronet (b), by a patent dated Jan. 27, 1679, in the thir- 
tieth year of his Majefty's reign, and in the lifetime of Sir Henry Blount his father. 
He was elected Burgefs fpr St. Alban's in Hertfordfhire, in the Parliaments in the thir- 
tieth and thirty-firft of King Charles II. (c), and was Knight of the fhire in three Parli- 
aments after the Revolution (d) y having alfo the honour to be eletted Commiffioner of 
Accounts for the three laft years of his life by the Houfe of Commons (e). He always 
diftinguifhed himfelf as a lover of liberty, a fincere friend to his country, and a true pa- 
tron of learning. His ftrong affection for literature, and his perfeft acquaintance with 
the beft writers in all ages and fciences, appeared fully in the great work he compofed, 
firft for his own ufe and fatisfadlion, and then publifhed in the univerfal language for the 
benefit of others [/f ]. His capacity for writing in another manner, and on a great 

variety 


[J] For the benefit of others.] The entire title of 
this moft learned work, ftands thus in the original 
edition, which was printed at London, in 1690, fo- 
lio. 1 Cenfura celebriorum author urn, five traclatus in 

* quo varia virorum doclorum de clariflimis, cujuf- 

* que, feculi fcriptoribus judicia traduntur. Unde 
1 facillimo negotio le&or dignofcere queat, quid in 

* fingulis quibufque iftorum authorum maxime memo- 

* rabile fit, & quonam in pretio apud eruditos femper 
€ habiti fuerint. Omnia in ftudiofqrum gratiam 

* collegit, & in ordinem digeffit fecund urn feriem 
e temporis quo ipfi authores floruerunt Thomas Pope 

* Blount, Anglo-Britannus Baronettus.' ii e. A cri- 
tique on the moft celebrated writers, or a treatife in 
which the various opinions of the mofi learned men, as to 
the merit of the m9fl famous authors in every age, are de- 
livered. Whereby the reader may, with great eafe, 
difcern what is mofi memorable with refpefi to each of 
thofe authors, and in what efieem they have always 
been among the learned. The whole for the ufe of the 
Studious, collected 3 and digefied according to the order of 
time in which the authors four ijhed, by Thomas Pope 


Blount, an Englifi? Baronet. In 1694, a fecond 
edition was printed in 4to, at Geneva, in which all 
the paftages which Sir Thomas had preferved in the 
modern languages, wherein they were written, are 
tranflated into Latin, in order to render the whole 
more uniform. It was printed a third time at the 
fame place, in 17 10, in 4to. What the true defign 
of Sir Thomas was, will beft appear from his epiftle 
to the reader, which, as it is fhort, curious, and what 
never appeared before in the Englifh Tongue, may 
not difpleafe the intelligent reader. ■ The province 
' I have undertaken was not the effects of any ambi- 

* tion; for a life retired, and free from noife, was 
' always my fupreme delight. This then was my fole 

* motive, that, as far as in me lay, I might promote 
letters. When I firft began the work, it was fcarce- 

* ly in my thoughts to communicate it to the learned 
€ world : for my own ufe, I drew it together ; and 
f now at the requeft of perfons of diftinguifhed learn- 
« ing, give it to the Public. The rather becaufe 
1 having obferved with what eagernefs the Afta Eru- 

* ditorum, and other books of the fame nature, are 

' caught 
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BLOUNT (Sir T. P.) 379 

variety of important and entertaining fubjetts, appears from his EfTays, which, in point 
of learning, judgment, and freedom of thought, are certainly no way inferior to thofe 
of the famous Montaigne [B]. His excenfive knowledge, and his great modefty, are 
equally confpicuous, in another learned piece of his, wherein he prefents the public with 
the fruits of his reading, as to Natural Hiftory, without depriving thofe from whom he 
drew his knowledge, of any part of their reputation, a conduct which few have imitated, 
and which we can fcarcely enough commend [C]. What he has written on Poetry is in 
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caught up, not only by men of flender reading, but 
even fuch as are in the firft forms of learning, I 
could not but hope, that even this colle&ion of 
mine, fuch as it is, would not difpleafe them. 
Learning is not without much ftudy and pains to be 
acquired. It is Fanaticifm for a man to think of 
becoming learned by infpiration : even a Poet by 
nature will do little, if his genius, however 
bright, be not affifted by induftry. Hence it is, 
that fo few are truly learned (whatever fmatterers 
may boaft), becaufe they will not beftow the necef- 
fary pains and labour. That therefore you may 
receive the utmoft fruits of reading, I have fet be- 
fore you a choice of authors, with the various fen- 
timents of the mod learned men, as to their merits, 
which if you diligently compare, you may both 
heighten and ftrengthen your own judgment, and 
avoid the lofs of time and trouble in turning over 
works of little value. As to the utility of this 
work, this is its principal commendation, that it 
will aflift you in compiling a library, by afFording 
ufeful and neceflary notices concerning authors ; and 
for the want of thefe, it often happens, that men, 
in coJle&ing books, are defrauded both of their 
time and money. To remedy this inconvenience, 
I have taken on me the labour of compiling this 
book : For therein you have, as it were, the picture 
of every author ; thence you may learn when he 
flourimed, and, generally fpeaking, when he died, 
what pieces were written by him, or at leaft, which 
were molt efteemed, what his credit in the learned 
world, whether he was a Plagiary, and from what 
coffer he drew his ftores, if put in the Index Ex- 
purgatorius, and, finally, of each author's works 
which is the bell edition. All thefe you have at 
one view, if you deign to confult this book. It 
was not my intention to fpeak of all authors, that 
would have been too prolix a labour, but of thofe 
only which are in moft efteerrt with the learned. I 
begin with Hermes Trifmegiftus, not the fictitious 
writer, whofe works are common, but the true and 
genuine author of that name, who is thought to 
have been coseval with Mofes, and from him I de- 
scend to our own times. The authors of whom I 
treat are nearly fix hundred, each of which Hands 
according to the time in which he wrote. This 
method pleafed me beft, becaufe I thought it would 
be more grateful to the reader to obferve the flux 
and reflux of learning, than to run over things in 
alphabetical order, which feems fitter for a Dicti- 
onary than a literary Hiftory. You will perhaps 
admire, that confidering the many excellent writers 
our country hath produced, you find fo few touched 
by me ; yet if you weigh this matter impartially, 
you will hold me excufed ; for the greater!: part of 
thefe writers wrote in their own language, whence 
it has fallen out, that amongft learned foreigners 
who are not acquainted with our tongue, they are 
but little known, though of their country they de- 
fer ved well, and are in jure and high reputation at 
home. This is the caufe that of Englifh writers, 
the cenfures and obfervations of the learned, efpe- 
cially foreigners, are not eafily found. Thus I 
have explained to you the method of this work. If 
our diligence in fearching and collecting teftimo- 
nies mall merit your efteem, it will give me great 
fatisfa&ion, if otherwife, pardon me for this time, 
I fhall hardly again run the hazard of your cenfure. 
Thomas Pope Blount? We are told by certain fo- 
reign critics, that our author had in view the fame 
defip;n which was undertaken by Tobias Magirus in 
his Eponymologium Criticum, which was published in 
164.4, anc * Chriftian Eybenius, who republilhed 
that work in a more exact and extenfive manner in 
1687 (1). Niceron compares Sir Thomas's book (2) 
with the Jugemens des Safaris by Baillet, but there is 
this eflential difference between them, that Baillet re- 


ports other men's opinions in his own words, whereas 
our author transcribes theirs ; fo that the former is a 
work wherein boldnefs and vanity have a large mare, 
and of the latter it is hard to fay, whether the au- 
thor's pains or his modefty be moft confpicuous. This 
we may be the rather' allowed to fay, having often 
confulted Sir Thomas's book in order to enrich our 
own. 

[B] No <way inferior to thofe of the famous Mon- 
taigne.} The Effays are in number feven (3), and 
their fubjects follow. I. That Intereft governs the 
world, and that Popery is nothing but Prieftcraft, or 
an invention of the Priefts to get Money. II. The 
great Mifchief and Prejudice of Learning, and that a 
Wife Man ought to be preferred before a Man of 
Learning. III. Of Education and Cuftom ; the great 
Influence it hath upon moft men ; but that a good 
Education is not always effectual. IV. Of the An- 
cients, and the refpeft that is due unto them ; that 
we mould not too much en/lave ourfelves to their 
Opinions. V. Whether the men of this prefent Age 
are any wav inferior to thofe of former Ages, cither 
in refpect of Virtue, Learning, or long Life. VI. 
Of Paflion, and whether the Paflions are an Advan- 
tage or Difadvantage to Men. VIT. The Variety of 
Opinions, whence it proceeds; the Uncertainty of 
Human Knowledge. As to the author's defign in 
this work, it is beft learnt from his own words. k It 
1 is, fays he, as impoflible for an author to pleafe all 

* mens fancies, as it is for a cook to gratify every 

* man's palate ; for the minds of men are of different 
' frames and tempers, and therefore thofe notions 
' that are pleafing to one man, do often prove nau- 

* feous to another. This then is the reafon that au- 
€ thors are either doomed or approved, not according 
1 to their own merits or demerits, but even as the 

* reader ftands inclined, who generally frames his 
' judgment from his own fettled humour or opinion, 

* and as the book agrees or difagrees with that, fo is 
' the author to receive his fate ; and thus is verified 

* that known faying, Quicquid recipitur, recipitur ad 

* modum recipient is. What kind of reception this lit- 
4 tie treatife may find in the world, I neither know 

* nor value : I wrote it in my idle hours for my own 

* entertainment ; and therefore if it relifhes not thy 

* gufto, the only way to be even with me is for thee to 

* turn author, and then (pofiibly) I may have occa- 

* fion to return the compliment. The age we now 
1 live in is both critical and cenforious ; and there- 

* fore, if there be any part of a book which (either 
' through the unhappy ftile of the author, or the ill 

* nature of the reader) feems to admit of a double 

* construction, the author may a Mure himfelf it fhall 

* be taken in the worft; upon which confideration I 

* think it proper to acquaint thee, that whatfoever 

* opinion the Clergy may pleafe to have of this book, 
€ or its author, I unfeignedly declare myfelf to be a 

* true honourer of them, I mean of fuch of them as 

* live up to the honour of that holy profeffion ; and for 
' thofe that do not, I as little court their favour, as 

* lvalue their cenfure.' If the learned and judicious 
Niceron had ever feen this work, he would not have 
called our author, as he does, on the authority of 
Anthony Wood, a mere compiler. 

[C] Which <we can fcarcely enough commend S\ The 
entire title of this book runs thus (4). 'A Na- 

* tural History, containing many, not.common, 

* Obfervations, extracted out of the beft modern 

* writers. By Sir Thomas Pope Blount, Baronet.' It 
is dedicated to Henry Lord Capel, and in the laft 
paragraph of the dedication there is a very juft ac- 
count of the book. ■ My Lord, fays our author, 

* what I now (with all deference) prefent to your 
1 Lordfhip, is not any fupcrficial flight notion of my 

* own, but that which is here tendered is a Natural 
\ Hiftory, drav\n from the writings of the Beaux 

Efprits, or the greateft wits of the prefent age upon 
2 ' thefe 
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BLOUNT (Charles.) 

the fame manner, and with the fame modefly, at firft probably drawn together for his 
own information, and in that refpecl: a mark of his induftry and judgment, afterwards 
fent abroad for public ufe, which demonftrates his beneficence and ingenuous temper, 
as ready to communicate, as incapable of affuming to himfelf the merits of others [D]. 
Having thus fatisfied, in his riper years, the great expe&ations which his friends had of 
him in his youth, having been fteady to one party, without violence towards others, 
after acquiring honour in his feveral public characters, efteem in private converfation, 
and affe&ion in domeftic life, he quietly ended his days at his feat at Tittenhanger, 
June 30, 1697, in the forty-eighth year of his age, and was buried the eighth of July 
fallowing, in the vault of his family, at Ridge in Hertfordfhire (f). He married Jane, 
daughter of Sir Henry Caefar, of Benington Place in the county of Hertford, Knight, 
and by her left iflTue five fons and nine daughters. 
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1 thefe feveral fubjefts ; fo that I quellion not but 

* your Lordfhip will meet with fome remarks that 
1 may be entertaining, ufeful, and not common. 

* And if upon any account it be acceptable to your 

* Lordfhip, I have then fully attained my end ; fince 
f the utmoft I can pretend to is but a pepper-corn ac- 
' knowledgment from, &c.' The whole of this 
piece is a judicious common-place book of what the 
belt authors have written on the mod curious fubjects, 
and will be always admired by good judges, though 
it may poffibly be undervalued by mean ones. 

[D] Affuming to himfelf 1 the merits of others.} The 
title of this work of his on Poetry fufliciently explains 
his defign. Thus it Hands (5). 1 De Re Pottica ; 

* or, Remarks upon Poetry. With Characters and 
' Cenfures of the mod considerable Poets, whether 

* ancient or modern. Extracted out of the beft and 
' choicer! Critics. By Sir Thomas Pope Blount.' It 
is dedicated to John Earl of Mulgrave, fo well known 
to the world, and to pofterity afterwards, by the title 
of Buckinghamshire. In this dedication he tells 
him ; 1 My Lord, had I nothing at all of inclination 

* to this addrefs, as I hope your Lordfhip will eafily 

* believe I have a great deal, yet I do not know whe- 
' ther I ought not to have made it out of mere policy. 

* It is certain, my Lord, you are a very dangerous 
' reader ; a writer therefore who has but too much 

* reafon to apprehend your judgment, is bound in 

* prudence to take you off if poflible. It is not that 

* I look upon a dedication as a bribe ; but I find that 

* fometimes, when we have an idle prefent made us, 
' which it is impoflible to conceal, we are apt to be 

* very favourable, and counterfeit a value of the thing 
1 we perhaps fecretly defpife, rather than own to the 

* world that any has been fo hardy to make us an of- 
! fering of what we mould think little. But how- 

* ever this be, your Lordfhip has been beforehand 
1 with me, and fo much to my advantage, as to ren- 
4 der fuch a confideration wholly needlefs : Already 
' you have indulged thi^ piece, and allowing it for 
' ufeful, have given it the great character defired to 

* fatisfy the author's ambition. For as it is entirely 


■ a collection, wherein I have nothing to anfwer for, 
f or hope any thing from, but the choice and diftribu- 
f tion of the matter, if 1 have but made a profitable 

* one, and employed my pains beneficially for the 
< world, it is all I had to pretend to. After this, 

4 my Lord, I fhall make you no excufes for the ho- 
? nour I do myfelf in this dedication ; and if in it I 
8 feem any thing vain or prefuming, I am contented 
' fo to do, provided I may find the juftice to have 
' it thought at the fame time, that it is the good opi- 

* nion not of myfelf, but of your Lordfhip that has 

5 made me fo.' We cannot have a clearer or better 
view of this treatife than that which the author has 
here given us ; nor could he have afligned a better 
reafon for its being eiteemed than that which he has 
told us, that it was commended by the Nobleman to 
whom he inferibed it. This treatife is divided into 
tv/o parts :. the firft contains remarks on Poetry, /'. e. 
the fenfe of the beft authors on all its parts ; the 
fecond contains the characters or cenfures of Poets, 
fixty-feven in all, digefted in an alphabetical order, 
beginning with y£fchy!us the Greek tragic Poet, and 
ending with the Englifh Waller. One may juftly 
fay of this piece, that though it will hardly entertain 
an ignorant reader, it will greatly inftruct a wife one, 
as containing in a narrow compafs a vaft variety of 
curious obfervations, and all perhaps that in the time 
its author ilourifhed had been written with ftrength or 
elegance, either of the fubjects or poets therein 
treated. C. 

%* [Dr. Harwood, in the preface to his c View of 

* the various editions of the Greek and Roman 
' daffies,' fpeaking of his own defign, fays (6), 
1 With regard to the order of time, in which the va- 
1 rious authors are here arranged, I have principally 
1 confulted Dr. PrielUey's Chart of Biography, Dr. 
1 Blair's Chronological Tables, Hankius de Roma- 
f manis Scriptoribus, Du Frefnoy's Tables of Hi- 
' ftory ; but, above all, that moft ufeful hook, pub- 
' lifhed by Sir Thomas Pope Blount, entitled Cen- 

* fura Author um celebriorum/] K. 


(6) P. xxi. 


BLOUNT (Charles), younger fon of Sir Henry Blount, and brother to Sir 
Thomas Pope Blount before mentioned, an eminent Writer alio in the laft century. 
He was born at his grandfather's feat at Upper Holloway, in the county of Middlefex, 
April 27, 1654 (a). He was endowed by nature with a great capacity, and with a 
ftrong propenfity to learning ; which excellent qualities were properly cultivated by the 
affiduous care of his father, who took upon himfelf the direction of his (Indies. Under 
fo able an inftruftor, he quickly acquired an extraordinary fkill in the Arts and Sciences, 
without any thing of that pedantry, which is too frequently the confequence of young 
men's application to ftudy in the common courfe (/>), His pregnant parts and polite 
behaviour brought him early into the world, fo that his father, who was a true judge of 
men, thought fit to fettle him when he was about eighteen. This he did by marrying 
him to Eleanora, daughter of Sir Timothy Tyrrel, of Shotover in the county of Oxford, 
and gave him a very handfome eftate, having always efteemed his parts, and refpefted 
him as a friend, as well as loved him with the affeftion of a father (c). The year after 
his marriage, he wrote a little treatife which he publifhed without his name [^]. In 

1678, 


Which he publifhed without his xame.~\ This 
tratt was intitled(i) f * Mr. Dryden vindicated, in 

* Reply to the friendly Vindication of Mr. Dryden, 

* with Reflexions on the Rota.' In order to have 
fome idea of the nature and occafion of this piece, we 
mud take notice of the controverfy on which it was 
written. One Mr. Richard Leigh, a player, on the 
coming out of Mr. Dryden's Conquejf of Granada, 


publifhed a pamphlet, intitled (2), A Cenfure of the 
Rota on Mr. Dryden 9 s Conquefl of Granada. Upon this 
appeared another fmart pamphlet, under the title of 
(3) The Friendly Vindication of Mr. Dryden from the 
Cenfure of the Rota. It was againft this pamphlet 
that our author drew his pen in the piece before men- 
tioned, written with fire, and yet not deficient in 
judgment, though the author was then verv young. 

That 
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- BLOUNT (Charles). 

1678, or, as is generally held, in 1679, he fent abroad his Anima Mundi, in which It js 
faid, and with great probability, thaw: he had the affiftance of his father. The piece, it 
feems, had been long before handed about in manufcript by the acquaintance of its au- 
thor, with feveral paflages in it much ftronger than in that which was tranfmitted to the 
prefs, and licenfed by Sir Roger L'Eftrange. This did not hinder its giving great 
offence, infomuch that complaint thereof was made to Dr. Compton, then Lord Bifhop 
of London, who, upon perulal, judged it not proper for all readers promifcuoufly, and 
therefore fignified that he expetted it fhould be fupprefled, intimating, that he would 
thereupon reft fatisfied. But afterwards, when the Bifhop was out of town, an oppor- 
tunity was taken by fome zealous perfon to burn the book, which neverthelefs hath been 
reprinted fince (d) [fi]. The fame year he publifhed a broad flieet under the title of 
Mr. Hobbes' s laji Words and dying Legacy. It was extracted from the Leviathan, and was 
intended to weaken and expoie his doftrine j yet it feems he was no very warm antagonift, 
fince there is ftill extant a letter of his to Mr. Hobbes, wherein he profeffes himfelf a great 
admirer of his parts, and one who would readily receive his inftruftions (e) [C]. There 
could not well be a ftronger teftimony in favour of liberty, than Mr. Blount lliortly 
after gave in a pamphlet on the Popifh Plot, and the fear of a Popifh fucceflbr. This 
treatiie is fubferibed Junius Brutus (f), and is the ftrongeft inveftive againft Popery 
and Papifts that was publifhed even in that age, when almoft all the wit of the nation 
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was pointed that way. There are in it likewife fuch exprefs recommendations of the 
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That he was really the author of this piece (4.), could 
fcarcely have been recovered at this diftance of time, 
but by the favour of his family. 

[B] Which neverthelefs hath been reprinted fince.} 
Nobody could be more aware than the author of the 
oppofition this book was likely, to meet with, and 
therefore he took the pains of apologizing for it in his 
Preface. ' Methinks, fays he, I already behold fome 
4 haughty pedant, ftrutting and looking down from 

* himfelf as from the devil's mountain upon the uni- 

* verfe, where, amongft feveral other inferior ob- 
4 jects, he happens at lail to call: his eye upon this 

* treatife; when, after a quibble or two upon the 

* title, he falls foul upon the book itfelf, damning it 

* by the name of an Atheiltical, Heretical pamphlet ; 
' and to glorify his own zeal, under the pretence of 

* being a champion for truth, fummons ignorance 

* and malice for his feconds : But fuch a perfon un- 

* derfcands not wherein the nature of Atheifm con- 

* fills, how converfant foever he may otherwife be in 

* the practice of it. It were Atheifm to fay there is 
' no God, and fo it were (though lefs directly) to deny 

* his providence, or rellrain it to fome particulars, 

* and exclude it in reference to others. Such are 

* Atheifts who maintain fuch opinions as thefe, and 

* fo are thofe Heretics who err in fundamentals, and 

* continue oblHnately in fuch errors. But the igno- 

* rant vulgar people (whofe fuperftition is grounded 

* upon the aflimulating God with themfelves) are apt 

* to think that every one they hate are God Almigh- 

* ty's enemies, and that whofoever differs from them 

* in opinion (though in never fo trivial a matter) are 

* Atheifts, or Heretics at leafl, not rightly confider- 

* ing the words of St. Peter, That in e<v?ry nation, he 

* who feareth the Lord and worketh righteoufnefs, is 

* accepted with him. And Minucius Felix fays well 
« to the fame purpofe, He is the bejl Chrijiian who 

* makes the hone/left man. Herefy is an act of the will, 

* rather than underftanding ; a lye, rather than a 

* miftake ; and thus St. Auitin exprefles it, faying, 

* err are poffum, Hereticus ejfe nolo. Herefy and Schifm 
' (fays the ingenious Mr. Hales), as commonly now 

* ufed, are two theological fcarecrows, with which 

* they who uphold a party in religion, ufed to fright 

* away fuch, as making an inquiry into it, are ready 

* to relinquifh and oppofe it, if it appear either erro- 

* neous or fufpicious. For as Plutarch reports of a 

* Painter, who having unfkilfully painted a cock, 

* drove away all the cocks and hens he could find, 

* that fo the imperfections of his own art might not 

* appear by comparing it with nature ; fo men for 

* fome ends r not willing to admit of any fancy but 

* their own, endeavour to hinder all inquiries by way 

* of comparifon, that fo their own deformity may not 

* appear. Therefore if any man blames me for com- 

* paring Chriitianity with Paganifm, it fhews no- 
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thor might proteft, the defign of it was very perni- 
cious. The book notwithstanding was much admired 
by men of very different perfuafions, on account of 
the various learning contained therein, and particu- 
larly for the drawing together the thoughts of fo many 
learned perfon s on fo important a fubject. The title 
of this work at large is, Anima Mundi ; or, An 
Hiftorical Narration of the Opinions of the Ancients con- 
cer?:i?2g Alans Soul after this Life, according to un- 
enlightened Nature. By Charles Blount, Gentle- 
man. Several anfwers were written to it ; but the 
moil folid refutation of the principles therein con- 
tained is to be met with in the works of a learned 
Divine (5), who confidercd it only occafionally, and (5) Nichols's 
in conjunction with abundance of pieces of the fame Conference with 
kind. A learned Foreigner has given this piece a 
place in his catalogue of rare books (6) ; but at the 
fame time has branded it with the odious title of an 
atheiltical piece, defervedly prohibited, and from 
him another foreign writer (7) has copied : fo that 
very probably this opinion will be effectually fpread Vogt. Catalog, 
in Germany and the North, though few of the books Hi dor. Critic, 
themfelves can be thought to have got thither, and Libror. Rarior. 
fo be prefumed to have received fentence after a fair P» 12 5« 
hearing. 

[C] Who would readily receive his inflruclionsS\ In 
this epiltle to Mr. Hobbes there occur fome very fin- 
gular paffages, which having relation to our author's 
fentiments, and to various particulars in his private 
life, feemed to require fome notice here. It is very 
evident from the words of this epitlle, that Mr. 
Blount wrote it by the direction of his father Sir 
Henry Blount, whofe notions therefore rather than 
his own it contained (8). The defign of this epiftle (8) Oracles of 
is to compliment Mr. Hobbes upon his treatife on Reafon, p. 97, 
Herefy, which by the favour of Mr. Crook e the 
Bookfeller, and no doubt by the permiffion of Mr. 
Hobbes himfelf, they had feen in manufcript. But 
from the contents of this piece it is eafy to difcern, 
that it was calculated to fhew Mr. Hobbes, that the 
arguments he had made ufe of in the treatife before - 
mentioned might be carried much farther in fupport 
of that doctrine, which was of fo great confequence 
to the caufe of Free-thinkers in general. The me- 
thod by which this is attempted differs Hot much from 
that of Mr. Hobbes, fince it is built upon Ecclefi- 
aitical Hiflory as well as his ; but the end here aimed 
at, is to fhew that as Herefies were not always fo fully 
refuted by Scripture and argument as thofe who wrote, 
againft them concluded ; fo in point of authority alfo 
they were not fo clearly and univerfally condemned 
as the Church hiftorians imagined. In fupport of this 
pofition there is a fuccinct account given of the dif- 
putes between the Arians and the Orthodox, whom 
Blount Miles Trinitarians, with a view to prove, 
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that as the decrees of General Councils were urged on 
thing^but his unworthy diflruit of the fufficiency of both fides, it muft follow from hence that General 
* that religion he profeffes.' The enemies of this Councils might err, and confequently there was no 
book have fuggefled, that all that is here faid, and a competent judge in fuch controverfies, even upon the 
great deal of the fame fort in the book itfelf, was grounds laid down by thofe writers who challenge an 
purely to fave appearances, and that whatever the au- implicit obedience to the laws of the Church. 
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Duke of Monmouth, as might well hinder the author from owning it, and give k, in 
the eyes of the Lawyers of thofe times, an air of l'edition at leall, if not of treaion 
[D"|.' In 1680, he printed that work which had made him molt known to the world, 
*b~e Life of Apollonius Tyaneus, which was foon after fupprefled, and only a few 
copies lent abroad. It was held to be the mod dangerous attempt, that had been ever 
made again!* Revealed Religion in this country, and was juftly thought fo, as bringing 
to the eye of every Englifli reader a multitude of fa&s and reafonings, plaufible in 
themfelves, and of the fallacy of which, none but men of parts and learning can be 
proper judges (g). For this reafon it is ftill much in efteem with the Deifts [£]. The 
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[D] An air of /edition at haft, if not of treafon.] 
The title of this extraordinary pamphlet at large runs 
thus : An Appeal from the Country to the City for the 
Preformation of bis Majefty's Perfon, Liberty, Property, 
. and the Proteftant Religion (9). It opens with a very 
ftrong panegyric upon the city of London ; in order 
to lhew, that upon their conduct the fafety of the 
whole nation depended : That the eyes of the people 
of England were upon them, and therefore it became 
them to juftify by their behaviour the indulgence 
(hewn them by Providence in railing them to fo great 
a height, and the confidence repofed in them by their 
fel low- fubj eels, who unanimoufly confidered them as 
the champions of their liberty, by whofe courage and 
conduit, they muft be preferved, or by whofe timidity 
and ill-timed caution they muft fall. The fubfequent 
part of the work is divided into nine confidcrations, 
all written with great force and fpirit, and perfectly 
well calculated to raife a ftrong fpirit againft the Pa- 
pills, as well as to maintain the credit of the plot* 
The whole is interfperfed with many curious remarks 
upon our own and foreign hirtorics, very happily in- 
troduced, and very fenfibly applied. There is great 
decency obferved towards the King, who is reprefented 
as the fole bar to the defigns of the Papifts, as the 
fucceflion of his brother the Duke of York is proved 
ro be the bafis and foundation of all their hopes. 
Take it altogether in point of method and matter, 
confidering the fcheme upon which the author wrote, 
the circum dances under which he wrote, and the dex- 
terity with which he introduced topics that at this 
time one would have thought no man who had any 
regard to his own fafety, and had fo considerable 
property to lofe, would have ventured to mention ; I 
fay, taking in all thefe considerations, one may fafcly 
affirm that very few, if any one pamphlet in our lan- 
guage, is better written in every refpedt tharr this, 
more efpecially as it is fhort, comprehensive, and 
equally calculated for the ufe of learned, and of 
common readers. 

[2£] For this reafon it is <very much in efteem <with 
the Deifts.'] The title of it ran thus : The two firft 
books of Philoftratus concerning the Life of Apollonius 
Tyaneus, written originally in Greek, ivith Philologi- 
cal Notes upon each Chapter, This book, which is a 
thin folio, was publifhed in 1680, and it was chiefly 
the notes that gave offence, faid to have been taken 
from the manufcript writings of the famous Lord 
Herbert of Cherbury (10). This book has made 
much more noife abroad than at home, and has been 
treated as a work truly dangerous to the Chriftian re- 
ligion. It is very ftrange that fuch as are perfuaded 
of the truth of our religion, mould be apprehenfive 
of its being in danger, from any works of this kind. 
Apollonius Tyaneus died, A. D. g6 ; his difciple 
Philoftratus it is confelTed, wrote his life with a view 
to hurt the Chriftian religion ; and perhaps the tran- 
flation was made with the fame view ; but what then, 
does it follow that this book or this tranftation, muft 
necelTarily anfwer the end with which they were writ- 
ten ? Thofe who think fo, muft believe the Chriftian 
religion to be falfe, for otherwife they will be in no 
pain about it.. The providence of God fhewed itfelf 
in the eftablifhment of the Chriftian religion in fpite 
of all oppofition. The folly of men is {hewn, in ap- 
prehending that what has been once proved true, 
fhould be in danger by being brought to a new trial, 
ft muft, indeed, be confelTed, that fuch books may 
do a great deal of mifchief, but the queftion is, Whe- 
ther fupprefTmg them will prove the means of pre- 
venting this mifchief? I muft own I think not; and 
that it is much better to anfwer them, which, for 
any thing that appears to the contrary, is not fo hard 
a thing to be done. Thofe who are proper judges of 
fuch queftions, will then fee on which fide, the truth 


lies ; thofe who are not proper judges muft read fuch 
books at their peril, if their curiofity leads them to 
run the hazard. But I am perfuaded it will be found, 
that none cry out fo loud againft fuch books, and; 
magnify fo much the mifchief they are capable of do- 
ing, as thofe who are really on that fide of the quef- 
tion, and are therefore prejudiced in favour of the 
champion, whofe ftrength they feem to apprehend ca- 
pable of fuch mighty feats. 

*** [We entirely agree with our learned prede- 
ceflbr, Dr. Campbell, in difapproving of all attempts 
to fupport revealed religion by fupprelTing the pieces 
written againft it. Every exertion of authority for 
this purpofe muft be difhonourable to Chriftianity. 
Truth can require no fuch fupports. If the Chriftian 
fyftem be of divine origin, it cannot be overturned 
by human malice, or by human wit. And, indeed, 
the various attacks of the Deifts have been the means 
of producing fuch able defences of the gofpei reve- 
lation, as have placed the evidences of the divinity of 
its origin in a more ftrong and convincing point of 
view. But whilft Chriftianity thus difclaims the aid 
of perfecution or reftraint, and propofes itfelf to clofe 
and impartial examination, its evidence merits a clofe 
and impartial attention. It is the fault of great num- 
bers that they perufe the books which are written 
againft revealed religion,' without paying any regard 
to the productions on the other fide of the queftion. 
How many are there, for inftance, who have read 
Mr. Hume's ElTay on Miracles, and yet have never 
looked into Dr. Adams's or Dr. Campbell's admirable 
Replies to that ElTay ! This is ftill more the cafe with 
refpect to Voltaire. Perhaps not one in twenty of 
thofe who have been feduced by his witty and far- 
caftic fneers at revelation, or by his mifreprefenta- 
tions of the Old and New Teftament, have ever con- 
defcended to take the leaft notice of his fober anfwer- 
ers. Yet fome, who difdain ferioufly to inquire into 
the arguments in favour of Chriftianity, would be 
difpleafed, were we to call in queftion the philofophi- 
cal liberality of their minds. It ought, however, to 
be remembered, that a truly philofophical liberality 
of mind confifts in a diligent inveftigation of evi- 
dence, in fairly and candidly proving alt things, and 
then in holding faft that which is good. As to Mr. 
Blount's tranftation of Philoftratus's Life of Apollo- 
nius Tyanaeus, Dr. John Leland remarks, that our 
author's notes to this work * are manifeftly intended 

* to ftrike at revealed religion.' The fame judicious 
writer has alfo made the following dbfervations rela- 
tive to this work. * Apollonius was a Pythagorean 
4 philofopher that lived in the firft century, whofe 

* character and miracles were oppofed by the Pagans 

* to thofe of our Lord Jefus Chrift. Hierocles wrote 
1 a book to this purpofe, which was anfwered by Eu- 
' febius, who hath plainly proved, that Philoftratus 

* was a vain and fabulous writer, and that his ac- 

* counts are full of romantic ftories and ridiculous 
■ fables. And whoever impartially confiders Philo- 

* ftratus's book, which is ftill extant, will be con- 

* vinced, that Eulebius's cenfure upon it is juft. 
' Nothing can be fuppofed more different than Phi- 
' loftratus's manner of writing, ftuffed with rhetorical 

* flourifties and vain orientations of learning, is from 
c the plain, fober, artlefs narration of the Evange- 

* life, which hath all the characters of genuine un- 

* affected Simplicity, and a fincere regard to truth. 

* To which it may be added, that Apollonius's phi- 

* lofophy, and the wonders he is faid to have 

* wrought, all tended to uphold the reigning efta- 
1 blifhed fuperftition and idolatry, which at the fame 
' time had all worldly advantages on its fide ; and 
' yet was not able W> oppofe the progrefs of Chrifti- 
\ anitv, which' r \phcd over it, though deftitute 
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fate of this book, and the few copies that came abroad, have alio contributed to rai-le 
its reputation, by placing it in thfc lifts of thole that are extremely rare ^F]. In the 
fame year he. pufDJifhed his Diana of the Eph^sians, which, as the author forefaw, 
railed a ljew clamour, many fuggefting that, under colour of expofing fuperftition, he 
ftruck at all Revelation, and while he avowed only a contempt of the Heathen, feemed' 
tj& 'intimate no great affeftion for the Chriftian priefthopd (/?). The truth is* there 
cannot well be a more fufpicious book \G\ The wit, learning, and zeal of our author, 
had, by this time, raifed him to be the chief of his feet ; and he took a great deal of 
pain3 tp propagate and defend his opinions in his. difeouries and, ; familiar letters, as 
well as by his books. But it feems he had not always the fame fenfe in regard to thefe 
fpeculations, fince we find him owning, in a ktter to Dr. Sydenham, that in point of 
pradtice, Deifm was lefs fatisfa£tory than the Chriftijan fchem<? {1) [Mh The noife his 
farmer pieces had made, induced him to conceal, induftriouQy, his being the author of 
a book, intituled, Religio Laid, publiflied in 1683 (k) ; and one may reafonably fup- 
pofe, that the fame motives prevailed on him to drop a defign, in which it appears he 
was once engaged, of writing the Life of Mahommed, the Turkifh Prophet, which 
however has been fince executed, in his manner, by a French author (I). That the world 
might perceive Mr, Blount was capable of turning his thoughts to fubjefts very different 
from thofe he had hitherto handled, he, in 1684, publilhed a kind of introduction to 
polite literature which fhewed the extent of his knowledge,, and the, perfect ac- 
quaintance he had in the feveral branches of Philofophy and Science [i]. He concur- 
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* of all thofe advantages, and though it had all the 

* powers of the world againit it. A manifeft proof 
' this, how vaftly fuperior the evidence 0/ our Savi- 

* our's divine character and miracles was to any thing 
f that could be produced in oppofition to it (*).' 

Dr. Leland likewife obfervea., that Mr. Blount's 
Religio Laid * is little more than a tranflation of Lord 
6 Herbert's treatife of the fame name (f).'] T. 

[F] By placing it in the lifts of thofe that are extremely 
rare.] It is faid to have been prohibited in 1693, and 
perhaps there were but a few copies of it came abroad 
at the time it was publilhed, which has given occauon 
to fome authors to put it into their catalogues of fcarce 
books (11), which is another method of railing the 
credit of fuch performances, by fuggefting on the one 
hand, that great pains have been taken to deftroy 
fuch works ; and that on the other hand, fuch as 
came abroad were eagerly bought up. In the pre fen t 
cafe neither of thefe can be ftriclly faid to have any 
truth ; for the book is publicly enough fold, and 
though not very common, is not either very fcarce or 
very dear. It is requisite to take notice of this, that 
foreigners may be undeceived in their notions on this 
head, and avoid publifhing for the future fuch 
groundlefs ftories as they have done upon this fubjeft, 
for want of due information. 

[G] There could not be well a more fufpicious book.] 
The title of this treatife at large runs thus (12) : 
Great is Diana of the Ephesians, or the Original of 
Idolatry, together with the Political Injlitution of the 
Gentiles Sacrifices : with thefe two Latin verfes by 
way of motto, and at the fame time to ferve by way 
of key to the enfuing difcourfe, viz. 

Cum fcis ipfe, nocens, moritur cur vicJima pro te ? 
Suit it ia eft morte alterius f per are falutem. 

That is, 

Knowing thy guilt, why take the victim's breath, 
Or hope for fafety from another's death ? 

This fhort treatife is written with great bitternefs 
agarnft prieftcraft, and though the author pretends to 
point out the impofitions only of Heathen priefts, and 
confequently to attack the truth only of the religions 
taught by them ; yet it is very eafy to fee, that fome 
other priefts are aimed at. After all, it may be 
doubted, whether this performance of our author was 
intended againft the Gofpel fyftem, or againit. that 
mixture of prieftcraft which had been blended there- 
with. One would incline to think the latter from the 
following paifage in our author's preface, which might 
likewife tempt one to think he had in fome mcafure 
changed his opinion of Apollonius Tyaneus. ' Such, 

* fays he, after expofing the follies of Pagan ifm, 

* were the myfteries of the Heathenifh religions, and 
4 what I have here written concerns them only ; for 
« when Chrift came into the world he delivered a doc- 
« trine fo pious, juft, and necefiary, that (syen i n its 
' infancy) its own merits fuppoited it, without the 
' affiftances of princes or grandees. What is more 


* reasonable than to forbear thofe lulls which w!ll 
c ruin us both here and hereafter, or who but a mad- 
f .man would copdemn, that law for unjuft, which 
c prohibits him from murdering himfelf? and Chrift 
I doth no more. Now i| the law be good, what muft 
\ the law- giver be? For fuch as the fruit is, fuch 

* much the tree be alfo. Some have even among the 
f Heathens been reported to have wrought miracles, 
S as Apollonius Tyaneus; othrs have delivered 
' good doctrines, as Plato, Seneca, Epictct is, &c. 
? but what one man ever did both to that perfection 

5 as Chrift did ? Many in all religions have died to 
f juftify their own opinions ; but who, except the 
' primitive Chriftians ever died to juftify the truth of 
< miracles, which they beheld with their own eye; ; 

* but this is unneceftary, for that I write not to Hea- 
( thens but Chriftians.' 

[H] Was lefs fatisfaclory than the Chriftian fcheme. ] 
It is generally fuppofed that our author wrote a fhort 
treatife in defence of Deifm, under the title of A Sum- 
mary Account of the Deifts Religion (13), for the fight 
of which, Dr. Sydenham had applied to him, and 
which our author fent him, together with this letter, 
which is dated from Rollefton, May 14, 1686 ; and, 
as it is very fhort, we will give it the reader, becaufe 
it feems to afford a new proof of what has been hinted 
in the former note, viz. that Mr. Blount had in fome 
meafure changed his fentiments, and begun to enter- 
tain more favourable notions than formerly of the 
Chriftian religion. 

S I R, 

' ^HE laft time I had the happinefs of your com- 

* pany, it was your requeft that I would help you 

* to a fight of the Deifts Arguments, which I told 
' you I had fometimes by me, but then had lent 
4 them out : they are returned me again, and accord - 
' ing to my promife, I have herewith fent them to 

* you, whereby you will only find that human reafon, 

* like a pitcher with two ears, may be taken on either 

* fide. However, undoubtedly in our travels to the 
c other world, the common road is the fafeft ; and 

6 though Deifm is a good manuring of a man's con- 
c fcience, yet certainly if fowed with Chriftianity it 

* will produce the molt profitable crop. Pardon the 
} hafteof, 

'SIR, 
6 Your moft obliged friend, 
' And faithful fervant, 

• C. BLOUNT.* 

[/] The feveral branches of Philofophy and Science*] 
The title of this work of our author's runs thus : 
Janua Scienti arum ; or, An Introduction to Geo- 
graphy, Chronology, Government, Hiftory, Philofophy, 
and all genteel Sorts of Learning (14). Our author 
calls this very modeftly an Introduction ; and it is 
evident enough from his plan, that he thought it 
very practicable to make young men of tolerable 
parts, by reafonable application, matters of the moft 
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BLOUNT (Charles). 

red heartily in the Revolution, and feems to have had very honeft intentions of punifli- 
ing thole who were King James's evil counfellors, after the government was re-fettled, 
by declaring the Prince and Princefs of Orange King and Queen (») [X]: He gave 
another ftrong teltimony of his fincere attachment to his principles, and inviolable love 
to freedom, by a nervous defence of the liberty of the prefs ; wherein he Ihews that all 
reftraints thereon, can have no other tendency than to eftablifli fuperftition and tyranny, 
by abating the fpirits of mankind, and injuring the human underftanding (0). This 
little piece, therefore, has been always efteemed one of the beft he ever wrote \ and 
has furniftied their itrongefl arguments to many fuccceding writers [L]. The warmth 
of Mr. Blount's temper, his great affeftion for King William, and his earneft defire to 
fee certain favourite projects brought about, led him to write a pamphlet, in which he 
aflerted King William and Queen Mary to be conquerors, which was not well relifhed 
by the Houfe of Commons (q) [M]. We now draw towards the clofe of his life; 

and 
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ufeful parts of learning, without obliging them to run 
through fo tedious and fo troublefome a courfe, as 
that which they are generally compelled to in the 
fchools, and which, inftead of inclining them to the 
purfuit of knowledge, gives them very frequently a 
difguft to it. We may fee from this performance that 
our author had the true fpirit of his family, and was 
deiirous of promoting ufeful and polite Literature, 
though he was an enemy, as well as his father Sir 
Henry, and his brother Sir Thomas, to whatever 
had the leaft tinfture of fuperftition or pedantry. 

[K] The Prince and Princefs of Orange, King and 
Queen.] This is no more than a letter to Sir W. L. G. 
that is, Sir William Levefon Gower, Baronet, con- 
cerning the regulations of Corporations, and furren- 
ders of Charters in the year 1691(15). It feems 
there was then a defign to call thofe people to an ac- 
count who had been concerned in the garbling Cor- 
porations during the two laft reigns, and the reafon 
that Mr. Blount applied himfelf to this gentleman 
was, his ferving for the borough of Newcaftle Under- 
line in St afford mire. We perceive in this fhort piece 
that Mr. Blount was truly a patriot, and that he 
thought no pretences, interests, or connections, 
ought to ifcreen fuch as had been concerned in 
fchemes for ruining the free choice and independency 
of Parliaments. He lays it down that Parliaments 
are the excellency of our conftitution as they are re- 
prefentatives of the people, but that when they ceafe 
to be reprefentatives they lofe their excellency, and 
ceafe to be Parliaments ; fo that if it be treafon to 
endeavour the depofmg a King who has a legal title, 
and is owned by Parliament, it is a crime of as high 
a nature, if not an higher, to aim at the fubveriion of 
Parliaments, by fo pra&ifing upon them, as that they 
fhall become no longer reprefentatives of the people. 
He therefore prefTes that for the fake of juftice, for 
the fake of that generation, but more efpecially for 
the fake of pofterity, the perfons engaged in thefe 
iniquitous practices mould be punifhed in the moil 
exemplary manner. But the gentleman to whom he 
wrote dying very foon after, and the Government 
not caring to come to extremities with thofe who had 
been deepeft in thofe meafures, that affair dropped ; 
but our author's epiftle remains a full proof of what 
the fentiments were of the difinterelled patriots of 
thofe times as to this affair, which they apprehended 
to be attempting the fubverfion of the Conftitution. 

[L] StrongeJI arguments to many fucceeding writers*] 
This treatife in defence of the liberty of the Prefs 
(16), as it was one of the beft, fo it was alio one of 
our author's moft fuccefsful performances. It was 
written at a very critical time, that is, when the Aft 
of Parliament for reftraining the liberty of the Prefs, 
and permitting nothing to be publifhed without the 
Imprimatur of a licenfer was juft expiring, and the 
defign was to prevent that A 61 from being renewed, 
and-therefore it was addre/Ted to the Lords and Com- 
mons in Parliament affembled. It is digefted into 
nine feclions, each of which contains a diftincl argu- 
ment againft the invafton of that liberty, which, as 
he obferves, is the foundation, and at the fame time 
the fecurity, of all other kinds of liberty ; for this 
being the power tff fpeaking truth, and of publifhing 
it with refpett to perfons and things in general, it 
follows, that while a people are in pofTemon of this 
liberty, the reft are in a great meafure fafe ; but if 
this is once weakened or taken away, it is impoflible 
to fay how foon the reft may follow. His advice in 


this "refpeel, fupported by the reafon of the thing, 
and the general voice of the people, had a proper 
eftedl : that pernicious Acl was fuffered to expire, and 
the Prefs was fet free, to the inexpreflible benefit of 
this nation. 

[M] Which w as not well relifhed by the Houfe of 
Commons.] The title of this very fmgular and re- 
markable piece at large runs thus (17) : King William 
and Queen Mary Conquerors ; or, A Difcourfe e?tdea- 
vouring to prove, that their Majefties have, on their 
fide againft the late King, the principal reafons that make 
Conqueft a good title ; Shewing alfo how this is confeftent 
with that Declaration of Parliament, King James ah- 
dicated the Government, iff c. Written with an efpecial 
regard to fuch as have hitherto refufed the oath, and yet 
allow of the title of Conqueft when confequent to a juft 
war. This piece is now become very fcarce, and, 
which is more extraordinary, is hardly remembered, 
though a very well written, and certainly as well in- 
tended a work as ever came from the Prefs. There 
is a long and excellent Preface before it, which be- 
caufe it is long we will not tranferibe ; but there is 
fo much good fenfe, good nature, and true patrio- 
tifni, vifible in the laft paragraph of this difcourfe, 
that the reader will certainly not think his time mif- 
pent in reading it. * I fhall now, fays he, leave 
1 what I have written to the reader's fober thoughts, 
c repeating my requeft, that he would confider ma- 

* turely, and judge impartially. I know fome will 

* be apt to fay there is no occafion for fo much cau- 

* tion to Proteftants, whofe intereit may be fuppofed 

* to be a bias on the fide I write for, and not againft 
' it. But to fuch I obferve, that a fancied reputation 

* of extraordinary loyalty, fcorn to change an opinion 
' that a man has pleaded for, fuffered for, and per- 
' haps, written for, having cfpoufed a party, and 
c been confiderable on that account, and imbittered 

* againft the contrary fide ; thefe and fome other cir- 

* cumftances do many times with fome tempers out- 

* balance even intereft itfelf, and turn the fcale of 

* men's judgments againft it. And of this I am fo 
1 fully perfuaded, that I cannot but fear worfe effects 
1 from thefe, and fuch like prejudices, than from any 
' thing that can be objected againft what I have faid. 

* The God of light and love open our underftand- 
4 ings, govern our wills, cool our heats and temper 
' all our affections, fo as we may fee and embrace the 
s things that belong unto our peace, before they be hid 

* from our eyes. 9 But the title of this performance 
giving many people offence, it met with a very fevere 
cenfure, which probably gave great uneafinefs to its 
author, whofe laft work it was. A Right Reverend 
author relates the whole tranfaction thus (18). 4 Ja- 
' nuary the 21ft, a complaint having been made to 
f the Houfe of Commons of a printed pamphlet, in- 

* titled, King William and Queen Mary Conquerors, 
1 as containing affcrtions of dangerous confequence to 

* their Majefties, to the liberties of the fubjects, and 

* peace of the kingdom : The Houfe upon examina- 

* tion of the matter ordered the fame pamphlet to be 

* burnt by the hands of the common hangman, and 

* that his Majefty be defired to remove Mr. Edmund 

* Bohun the* licenfer from his employment, for having 

* allowed the fame to be printed. In this debate it 

* was fuggefted, that Dr. Burnet, Bifhop of Sarum, 
1 had recommended this notion of Conqueft in his 

* Paftoral Letter to the Clergy of his diocefe, though 

* he had done it only upon a favourable fuppofition, 

* not in away of affertion. However, the majority, 
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BLOUNT (Ci!arles\ 

afid it would give us great fatisfadlion, if we ceuld draw a veil over his death ; but 
the regard we owe to truth, and to the public, will not permit. After the death of 
his wife, he became enamoured ofher filler, who, we- are told, was a Lady of great 
beauty, wit, good humour, virtue, and difcretion, who is faid not to have been in- 
fenfible on her fide, but fcrupulous only as to the lawfulnefs of the thing he propofed, 
viz. marrying her after her filler (r). Our author wrote a letter on this fubjeft, wherein 
he ftates the cafe as of a third perfon, and treats it with great learning and addreis. It 
is alfo faid that he applied himfelf to the Archbifliop of Canterbury, and other Di- 
vines, who having decided againfl his opinion, and the Lady thereupon growing in- 
flexible, it threw him into a fit of defpair, which ended in a frenzy, lb that he fhot 
himfelf in the head, which brought him to his grave (s). The wound, however, did 
not prove immediately mortal ; he lived after it fome days; and retaining ftill his 
paffion for that Lady, he would receive nothing but from ficr hands, lb long as he pre- 
served life (/). He died in the month of Auguft, 1693, and was interred with his 
family in the church of Ridge in Hertfordfhire (#). Mr. Bayle, who mentions this fa6l 
in his article of Apollonius Tyaneus, is miflaken in feveral circumllances (w) [/V], 
After Mr. Blount's deceafe,- abundance of his private letters were publifhed, in a work 
called The Oracles of Reafon, compiled by Mr. Gildon, who in his preface, gives fome - 
account of our author, in a letter addrefled to a Lady, wherein he defends Mr. Blount's 
manner of dying, and threatens to follow his example but he lived to change his opinions 
afterwards (.v). Thefe Oracles of Reafon were afterwards printed with feveral of our au- 
thor's pieces, under the title of The Mifcellaneous Works of Charles Blouvt, Efo [O]. As 
to his character, he was certainly a man of feme and learning; had a ficuky of writing 
with much feeming ftrength, where his arguments were not very cogent. His early 
diflike to fuperftition hurried him into dangerous millakes, and inclined him to believe 
all Revealed Religion prieftcraft, becaufe he faw plainly that fome prieds made a trade 
of religion. However, if any credit be due to his writings (and fincerity feems to 
have been rooted in his temper) he was certainly a Deift ; and therefore fuch foreigners 
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* in the warmth of debating, and fome of them for 
■ the fake of allufion to the author's name, parTed the 

* fame cenfure on that excellent Letter, and ordered 

* it to be publicly burnt by the common executioner. 

* On January the 24th the Lords came to the like re- 
' folution, That the ajferiion of King William and 
f Queen Mary V being King and Queen by Conquejl, was 

* highly injurious to their Majefties, and inconfijlent with 
f the principles on which this Government is founded, 
f and tending to the fubverfon of the rights of the people ; 

* which vote being communicated to the Commons, 

* that Houfe on the next day unanimoufly concurred 
< with their Lord/hips, with the remarkable addition 

* of fome words, viz. Injurious to their Majejiies right- 
1 ful title to the crown of this realm, ■ 

[N] Is mijlaken in federal circu?nftances.~\ It is cer- 
tain that Mr. Bayle was, generally fpeaking, very ac- 
curate in his accounts ; but in this very fhort llory of 
our author he has made feveral miltakes (19), and 
thefe are the more extraordinary, becaufe he quotes 
another foreign author, in whofe works there are no 
fuch millakes. He fays, that Mr, Blount was vio- 
lently in love with his brothers widow, whereas the 
paiTion that was fatal to Mr. Blount was for his wife's 
filler. Mr. Bayle tells us next, that he pretended he 
might marry her without incejl, and that he wrote a 
book to prove this, which is another miftake grounded 
upon the former, though it is true that he did write a 
fhort difcoui fe to Ihew the lawfulnefs of marrying two 
fillers fuccelfively. Dr. Bernard delivers himfelf very 
correctly (20) ; he gives us an account of the Oracles 
of Reafon, and fets down their contents exactly. He 
obferves, that among thefe treatifes, the eleventh 
upon the lawfulnefs of marrying two fillers fuccelfively, 
did not relate to a fubject indifferent to the author. 
It was not, fays he, a iimple quellion of Theory, for, 
to it, if I may fo fpeak, he died a martyr. He ob- 
ferves, that he applied himfelf to the Archbifliop of 
Canterbury and other Divines upon this fubject, and 
fets down other particulars mentioned in the text, 
which mews he was very well informed : yet other 
foreign writers Jiave not only copied the millakes of 
Mr. Bayle, but have augmented them very con- 
fiderably ; as for inllance Reimanuus (21 ), who is 
pleafed,' inlle;ad of the Archbifhop of Canterbury, to 
give us tta Archbifliop of Cambridge, and doubts 
whether Kis' difaltrous end was owing to difappoint- 
ment in love or in fortune. This is literally copied 
by another writer, who takes the Archbifliop of Cam- 
bridge without the leaft hefitation (22). Some very 
itte editions of Moreri (23) follow Bayle exactly, 
and are therefore no more in the wrong than he. 
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This fhews the importance and utility of a work of 
this nature, as well as the impoflibility that foreigners 
mould be able to form a true judgment of the merit 
of Englifli authors, whofe works they very fcldom 
fee, and the very titles of which hey fomcumes ruif- 
apprehend, notwithllanding which their errors are fa 
fpread, that throughout the greatell part of Europe 
things pafs for undoubted facts which are known here 
to be downright falfehoods. 

[0] Title of the ?nifcellc.ncous works of Charles 
Blount, EfqA We mull in this note obferve to the 
reader, that the Oracles of Reafon were printed in a 
fmall volume by themfelves, in 1693, in the lifetime 
of Mr. Blount, with a preface before ihem, fubferibed 
C. Gildon. There is fome reafon to fufpeel, that 
this collection of fmall tracts was lent abroad for the 
fake of that which concerns the marriage of £wo !i-lers 
fuccelfively. This is fubferibed by Mr. BlobiiU ; but 
he Hates the cafe as of a third perfon, whom he calls 
Torifmond, and the Lady Eugenia. His epiuie is 
dated from Burton in Stafford fh ire, March the 8th, 
1693 ; and of all the treatifes in that collection, this 
feems to have been written with the greateil care and 
circumfpection, with a great feeming fpirit of can- 
dour, and as much learning as could be Ihewn upon 
the fubject. But thefe, however, are not the fole 
reafons that induce me to think the Oracles of Reafon 
were made public, that this might appear amongil 
them : The preface feems to fpeak the fame thing ; 
and Mr. Gildon labours very hard in adding new ar- 
guments on the fide of his friend, but it feems they 
did him no fervice, and indeed they are very much 
inferior to thofe of Mr. Blount, which are fuch as 
fliew him to have been a man of great reading and 
profound learning. There are belides, in thefe 
Oracles of Reafon, feveral other pieces of" our author, 
befides thofe already mentioned, particularly his let- 
ters to a Nobleman, under the name of Strephon ; and 
one to Mr. Gildon, with a tranflation of Ocellus Lu- 
canus, and a tranflation and defence of the learned 
Dr. Thomas Burnet's writings ; which though firlt in 
the collection, were lair, written in point of time, as 
bearing date the twenty-third of March 1693. After 
Mr. Blount's death, Mr. Gildon thought fit to re- 
publilh the Oracles of Reafon, with the bell of Mr. 
Blount's writings, under the title of his Mijcellaneous 
Works ; to which he prefixed an account of the life 
and death of the author. Thefe were printed in 
1695, but they do not include the pamphlet before 
mentioned, of King William and Queen Mary's title 
by Conquerr, on account of it's being ceniured by 
Parliament. 
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as have fet him down in their catalogues of Atheifts (y) y both injure his memory, and Cy) Reimanni 

betray their own want of judgment, as the reader will fee more at large in the notes [P]. u^ifz^* 

He left a fon, Henry Blount, Efq; who was a Lieutenant-Golonel, and feveral other *Vp 45*> 
children (z). 


(x) The Ehg- 
lifh Baronetage, 
Vol. iil. p. 671. 


fa 4) Hifror. 
Univ. Atheifmi 
H Atheorum, 
P-45°>45'- 


[/*] y/j the reader will fee more at large in the notes.] 
We have already mentioned Reimannus, but it is ne- 
ceflarv here to take notice, that in his Univerfal Hif- 
tory of Atheifm and Atheifts, the eighth chapter is 
dedicated to the hiftory of fuch as have flourifhed in 
England ; and in the feventh fettion he fpeaks of Mr. 
Blount (24). But he does not pretend to have feen 
his writings, of which he mentions only his tranfla- 
tion of the Life of Apollonius Tyaneus, and the 
Oracles of Reafon ; and cites for his authorities, Ber- 
nard, Bayle, and Fabricius. He calls him, how- 
ever, in exprefs terms, an Atheift, without affigning 
any reafon ; and indeed, if he had feen his books, 
he mutt have been fatisfied that he was very far from 
being fo : but, however, he has placed him in a very 
good company, fince in the fame chapter he fets 
down Dr. Gliflbn, Lord Herbert, Dr. Connor, Mr. 
Collins, and Dr. Garth, as Atheifts ; and mentions 
alfo, Sir Thomas Browne, Mr. Locke, Dr. Clarke, 
Dr. Cudworth, and Dr. Grew, as fufpecled of the 
fame opinions, though he is fo kind as to acquit them. 
Upon the credit of this author, whofe account of Mr. 


Blount is entirely tranferibed by him, the Reverend 
Mr. Vogt, paftor of the cathedral church of Bremen, 
gives him the like character (25) ; and his writings 
are {lamped with the title of Atheiltical, by feveral 
other foreign authors, who, perhaps, had never feen 
them. It is inconceivable how thefe and other writers 
take upon them to treat, not only Mr. Blount, but 
many other perfons of great learning, unfpotted cha- 
racters j and unfufpecled piety, in very harih terms on 
the flighteft pretences, and without having any better 
notions of what they found their judgments upon, 
than are derived from extracts out of* their writings, 
made by fuch as very indifferently underitand them ; 
or, perhaps, characters given of them and their wri- 
tings by their declared adverfaries, which, in a coun- 
try like ours, where party-prejudices generally run 
high, are not to be depended upon. But the great 
mifchief of all is, they become authorities to each 
other ; and after the fcandal is once publifhed, either 
in Germany or Holland, it is, in the fpace of a few 
years, de/Teminated as undoubted truth over all Eu- 
rope. C. 


(25) C«tal. 
Libror. Rarior. 
p. 125, 126. 


(9) Or Bonduca, 
or tfoudicea, 
or Baudaica, 
or Bounduica, 
or Bodu a, 
or Voadica. 


BOADICEA (a), a famous Britifh Queen (in the time of the Roman Emperor 

Nero) whofe ftory is related by Tacitus (b) y and Dion Caffius (<r). She was widow of f^ v Ann *!l 

Prafutagus, King of the Iceni, and, having fuffered the mo ft barbarous indignities from CO HiiS. 37# 

the Romans fhe excited the Britons to a revolt [#]. Accordingly, to the number ^Wec-hci 

of an hundred and twenty thoufand, with Boadicea at their head, they attacked the )6o6, P . 70*1. 

Roman colony at Camalodunum> and flaughtered feventy or eighty thoufand Romans ; 7 ° 6, 
committing the moll ihocking and unheard-of cruelties [C]. But Suetonius Paulinus 

marching 


(f) Tacit. An- 
na!. 1, xiv. c. 31, 


(2) Mr. Bolton 
in his Nero 
Co? far, or Mo- 
narchic depraved^ 
an Htflorical 
Work, London, 
162.4, c h* 
Jcxv. p. 10?. 

(3) Hiftor. 
Rom L Ixii. 
fyp. Wccchrl. 
1606, p. 701. 


(4) Mr. Bolton, 
ubifupra* 


[J] She fuffered the moft barbarous indignities from 
the Romans .] Her hufband Prafutagus, in hopes to 
fecure the protection of the Romans to his kingdom 
and family, had by his Will made the Emperor and 
his own daughter coheirs of his great treafures : but 
it happened quite contrary to his expectations ; for 
his kingdom and treafures became thereby a prey to 
the Roman officers, who proceeded to fuch a pitch of 
brutality, as to order his Queen Boadicea to be pub- 
licly whipped, and the two Princefles his daughters 
to be ravifhed by the foldiers. Rex Icenorum Prafu- 
tagus, longa opulentia clarus f Cafarem h&redem duafque 
fili as fcripjerat, tali obfequio rat us regnum et domum fuam 
procul injuria fore : quod contra vert it ; adeo ut regnum 
per Ccnturiones, domus per fervos, velut capta vafta- 
rentur. Jam primum % uxor ejus Boudicea verberibus 
ajfefla, et flia ftupro violator funt (1). Dion Caffius, 
who is thought to have paraphrafed upon Tacitus in 
this ftory, makes no mention however of thefe per- 
fonal injuries offered to Boadicea and her daughters. 
But, as the author cited in the margin (2) jultly ob- 
ferves, Tacitus, in relating the cruelties and injultices 
that Queen fuffered, is worthy of belief againft his own 
nation, 

[B] She excited the Britons to a revolt.] Dion Caf- 
f us (3) has given us a long fpeech, which, he tells 
us, fhe made upon her firfl aflembling the Britons to- 
gether, in order to animate them to take up arms 
again ft the Romans. She begins with observing, 

* that they could not bot be convinced how much li- 
1 berty was preferable to flavery, and how much they 

* were deceived by the fair promifes of the Romans, 

* in preferring a foreign government to the laws and 

* manners of their own country, having fuflained all 
1 manner of calamities fince the Romans entered 

* Britain.' And fhe owns, r that the Britons them- 
4 felves had been the authors of their own misfor- 
1 tunes, by f uttering the Romans at rlrft to fettle in 

* the ifland.' The hiflorian places her on a rifing 
ground, dreffed in a loofe-bodied gown, with a fpear 
in her hand, and a hare in her bofom, which, at the 
end of her harangue, fhe lets flip among them, as an 
omen of fuccefs. The author, referred to in the laft 
remark (4), highly extols Boadicea's fpeech, as well 
worthy of that hiflorian's eloquence, and the wit of a 
Greek, who, he fays, ivas fo greatly delighted with 
the wonder and worth of this argument , that he feems 
to ha ve made the exquifite handling thereof his mafter- 


piece. For, he adds, there is not any thing of that bright 
author extant, upon which he can be thought to have 
dealt with greater care or endeavour than upon his Bun- 
duca's ftory. But Mr. Milton, after briefly relating 
the circumftances given us by the Greek hiftorian 
upon this occafion, paffes a general cenfure upon this 
and the like narrations. * This they do, fays he (5), 
€ out of a vanity, hoping to cmbellifli and fet out 
' their hiftory with the ftrangenefs of our manners, 
f not caring in the mean while to brand us with the 
' rankeft note of barbarifm, as if in Britain women 

* were men, and men women. I affeft not fet 
1 fpeeches in a hiftory, unlefs known for certain to 
' have been fo fpoken in effeil as they were written ; 

* nor then, unlefs worth recital. And to invent 
1 fuch, though eloquently, as fome hiftorians have 
' done, is an abufe of pofterity, raifing in them that 

* read other conceptions of thofe times and perfons 

* than were true.' By the way, this author is mif 
taken in placing this fpeech immediately before the 
laft battle between Boadicea and the Romans (6) ; as 
is M. Rapin de Thoyras, who (7) places the artifice 
of letting flip the hare immediately after her fpeech 
before that laft battle. Befides the injuries offered to 
the family of King Prafutagus, the Britons had other 
caufes of difcontent. The Roman Veterans, being; 
newly planted in the colony of Camalodunum, had 
driven the inhabitants from their houfes, difpoftefled 
them of their lands, and treated them as flaves and 
captives ; and, moreover, the temple, lately built in 
honour of the Emperor Claudius, feemed to them 
the foundation of a perpetual tyranny. And, as the 
Britons were animated with the hope of recovering 
their liberty, the Romans were difcouraged by vari- 
ous omens ; for the ftatue of Vittory at Camalodunum 
fell down, without any apparent caufe, ftrange noifes 
were heard in the Court and Theatre, the fea looked 
bloody, and feveral enthufiaftic women foretold the 
fubverfion of that colony (8). 

[C] The Britons committed the moft flecking and un- 
heard-of cruelties.] Tacitus (9) only relates in general, 
that they gave no quarter, but deftroyed their ene- 
mies by fword, gallows, fire, and crucifixion. Neque 
enim caper e aut venundare, aliudve quod belli commer- 
ctum, Jed cades, patibufa, ignes, cruccs, tanquam red- 
dituri fupplicium, ac prarepta interim ultione, feftina- 
bant. ^ But Dion Caffius (10) has particularized fome 
of their cruelties upon this occafion. The men, he 

telJs 


(5) Hiftory of 
England, b. II. 
in the Com- 
plete Hiftory of 
England, Vol. i. 
p. iS. 


(6) See the re. 
mark [D], 
(?) Hift. d'An- 
gletcrrc, tir, i. 


(8) Tacit, ubi 
ftpra, c. 31, 32. 

(9) Ibid. c. 33. 


(10) Ulifvpra. 


BOADICEA. 

marching againft them with about ten thoufand men; a bloody battle enfiied [D], in 
which eighty thoufand Britons werm flain, and the Romans gained the viftory with a 
Very inconfiderable lofs. This battle was fought in the year of Chrift 61, of Nero 8. 
Some have thought it was fought on Salifbury Plain, and that Stonehenge was erefted 
as a monument to Boadicea [£]. This valiant Queen, whofe perfon we fhall give a 
defcription of in the remark [F], difpatched herfelf by poifon, or died by ficknefs, 
loon after. 
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tells us, had their bowels cut out ; and fome of them 
were gored upon Hakes, and others boiled to death. 
The molt noble and honourable of the Britifti ladies 
were ftripped naked ; and their paps fliced off, arid 
ftitched to their mouths, that they might feem feed- 
ing ; and laftly were ilaked through their bodies. 

[/)] A bloody battle enfued.) The Britons brought 
their wives and children into the field in waggons, to 
be fpe&ators of the fight, and {hare with them in th£ 
yittory. Boadicea, with her daughters by her fide, 
in her chariot, rode from rank to rank, animating 
and encouraging the feveral nations. She told them, 

* this was not the flrft time the Britons had been vic- 

* torious under the condutt of their Queens ; but 

* that, upon this occafion, Ihe confidered not her 

* royal defcent, nor the lofs of her riches and gran- 
' deur, but was come as a private woman to revenge 

* the lofs of liberty, the ftripes inflicted upon her 

* own body, and the violation of her daughters cha- 
1 ftity ; that neither age, fex, nor quality, could 

* efcape the unbounded luft of the Romans : how- 

* ever, that the Gods had already begun to make 

* them feel the punifhments they deferved, in the en- 
J tire defeat of one of their legions, and the terror 

* which had feized the reft ; that, far from fuftaining 
4 the efforts of a victorious army, they were not able 

* to endure even the fhouts of fo great a multitude ; 

* that, if the Britons did but confider their own 

* ftrength, and the caufes of the war, they would be 

* convinced they mult either conquer or die ; that, 

* for her own part, though a woman, this was her 

* refolution ; the men might live if they pleafed, and 

* be flaves.* Soli turn quidem Britannis foe mi n arum 
dudu be Hare teftabatur ; fed tunc non ut t ant is majoribus 
a tarn regnum et opes, <verum ut unam e <vulgo, libertatem 
amiffam, confeclum -verberibus corpus , contreclatam fh- 
arum pudicitiam ulcifci ; eo provetlas Romanorum cupi- 
dine^ ut non corpora , ne feneclam quidem, aut uirg'tni- 
tat em impollutam relinquant : Adeffe tarn en Deos jufics 
Dind'tclse ; cccidiffe legionem, qua? pr allium aufa fit ; ca- 
ter os caflris occult art, aut fug am circumfpicere ; ne Jlre- 
pitztm quidem et clamor em tot mi Ilium, nedum impetus et 
/nanus perlaturos ; ft copias armatorum, ft caufas belli 
fecum expenderent, <vincendum ilia acie, <vel cadendum 
effe ; id mulieri deflinatum ; v hue rent *viri et fcrvirent 

(11) Tacit. ubi (n). Mr. Milton, upon this occafion, is as much 
fop™* c, ^5* ^ difpleafed with the Roman as the Greek hiftorian (12). 
mark [B] * * ^ woman alfo, fays be (13), was their Commander in 
(tjlHiftoryof * Chief; for Boadicea and her daughters riding about 
England, ubi ' in a chariot, telling the tall champions, as a great 
fu^ra". t encouragement, that: with the Britons it was ufual for 

* women to be their leaders. A deal of other fond- 

* nefs they put into her mouth, not worth recital ; 
e how fhe was lafhed, how her daughters were han- 

* died ; things worthier filence, retirement, and a 

* veil, than for a woman to repeat, as done to her 
€ perfon , or to hear repeated before an hoft of men.' 
The reader, we believe, will join with us in opinion, 
that this ingenious writer has pufhed his cenfure of 
Tacitus too far ; for what is there of immodeft or in- 
decent in the terms made ufe of by that writer, Con- 
feclum verberibus corpus, contreclatam filiarum pud'tci- 
tiam ? And could fhe have ufed a topic more likely 
to infla#ne the Britons to a defire of revenge, than 
the contemptuous treatment, and perfonal infults, 
fhe, their Queen, and her children, had met with at 
the hands of the Romans ? Befides, it feems a piece 
of falfe delicacy, to think the mention of fuch ads 
irqproper from a woman to men, under fuch extra- 
ordinary circum fiances as Boadicea and the Britons 
were then in. But to return ; while Boadicea was 
endeavouring to infpire courage into the Britons, 
Paulinus, though a flu red of the valour of his troops, 
exhorted them to defpife the threats and cries of the 
Barbarians. He represented to them, ' that among 

* the enemy there were more women than warriors ; 
1 and that the greateft part of them, being without 
' arms and without ftrength, would betake them- 


« felves to flight upon the firfl attack ; that in the 
1 belt armies the decifion of the day depended upon a 
4 few ; and that their glory would be fo much the 

* greater, as it was ftiared among fewer.' He ex- 
horted them to keep their ranks clofc, and to have 
recourre to their fwords, after they had flung their 
javelins ; in fine, not to amufe them fel ves about 
plunder, which the conquerors could not fail of. 
This harangue being received with loud acclama- 
tions, the Roman General ordered the charge to be 
founded. While the fight continued at a diftance, 
the Britons thought to terrify their enemies by the fu- 
periority of their numbers ; but when they perceived 
the legions advancing fword in hand, and with a 
dauntlefs countenance, they fell into the utmoft dif- 
order, and betook themfelves to flight. But the 
waggons, in which they had placed their wives and 
children, intercepting moft of them, a dreadful 
flaughter enfued, and the Britons fufFered a total de- 
feat (14). (14) i^cit. b& 

[E] Some have thought that Stonehenge, on c * 3 6 » 37« 

Salifbury Plain, <was ere Bed as a monument to Boadicea, ] 

This is particularly the opinion of Mr. Bolton, who 
thinks no other tomb fo likely to be her's, as that 
admirable monument of ftones. * The dumbnefs of 
it, fays he (15) (unlefs the letters be worn quite (15) Nero Ca- 
away), fpeaks, that it was not any work of the Ro- or Mpiwr- 
mans, for they were wont to make ftones vocal by cine depraved, 
inferiptions. The common opinion touching that C,1 S'P* 1 
Trophca, or whatfoever elfe it may be called, would 
have it believed, that this ftructure was contrived 
in memory of the Britain Lords perfidioufly mur- 
dered by the Saxons here upon an interview. Of 
that heinous aflaflinate Nennius hath a touch, but 
afligns not the place. Geffrey Arthur or Mon- 
mouth is the man, who fetches thefe marvellous 
ftones (reported by him to be medicinal) from out 
of Ireland, for the purpofe of a memorial, by Mer- 
lin's counfel and force of arms. That Stonagt 

(Stonehenge) was a work of the Britains, the rude- 
nefs itfelf perfuades. And if that plate of mixed 
metal, mentioned by Camden, which was found 
about fourfcore years fince near to that monument, 
and inferibed with fuch characters as were not le- 
gible to the learned of that time, did appertain to 
Stonage, then may it eafily be credited to have 
been fome old Britifti infeription, dedicated to the 
immortal fame of fome or other great worthy, nor 
of any rather than, in my conceit, of the molt 

mighty Bunduca. The bones of men, digged 

up at times near this place under little banks, con- 
vince it to have been fepulchral ; but armours of a 
large and antique fafhion, upon which the fpade o"r 
pick-ax are fometimes faid to hit, do clear the own- 
ers from having been in the number of th'ofe Bri- 
tons, whom Pagan Hengift wickedly flew ; for 
they came not armed, but weaponlefs.' 

[F] A defcription of her perfon.] We fhall give it in 
the words of Mr. Bolton, who copies it ffom Dion 

Caflius. ' Boadicea's body, fays he (16), was big (16) Ibid, p.icr.* 

* and burly, or rather huge ; which fome, tranflating 
' the Greek into Latin, not thinking to be a fit par- 

* eel in the bill of a lady's pralfe, have turned tall. 
' Her face, naturally good, and full of dignity, was 

■ of purpofe fet to the quality of the prefent fervice, 
c after a moft fevere and ferious manner ; which 

■ moved famous Dio to hang {z>.Q7v^rair) an epithet 
t of fuch an ambiguous fenfe, upon her countenance, 

* as like a double picture reprefents her diverfely 

* to diverfe underftandings, excellently comely, or 
1 incomparably terrible. Her complexion very fair, 

* which who will wonder at in a Lady born in Bri- 
' tain ? Her copious trefles dangling in compafle farre 
1 beneath her wafte were of moft bright yellow. And 

* though by her colour her con flit ution might feem to* 
« be cold, yet her doings declared, that choler had 

< the maftery in her, even unto deceit and aduftion. 

< Her looks moft eager, fharp and piercing ; an ar- 

* gumerrr 
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gtiment perhaps, that her eyes were difproportion- 
ably fmall ; and that was a fign, if artifts err not, 
of fraud and cruelty. Nature, finally, to make 
the confort of her properties complete, furniflied 
her with an alarum-bell for the country, and a 
deadly knell for thoufands, a tongue as harm and 


rolling, as herfelf was high and great. In Dio 

(he doth not appear old or decayed, but a ilrong 
and perfect woman. Her picture hangs up there in 
fueh words, as mew the perfon of fome martial 
bofle, or amazonian giantefs.' B. 


C) ttid.o. 3. 


BODLEY (Sir Thomas), from whom the Bodleian or Public Library at Oxford 
takes its name, was the eldeft fon of Mr. John Bodley [A] of Exeter, and born in that 
city the 2d of March, 1544. He was about twelve years of age when his father, being 
obliged to leave England on account of religion, fettled with his family at Geneva [5], 
where he lived a voluntary exile during the reign of Queen Mary (a). In that uni- 
verfity, then newly erefted, young Mr. Bodley applied himfelf to the ftudy of the 
learned languages, and Divinity, under the moft celebrated Profeflbrs [C]. Upon the 
acceffion of Queen Elizabeth in 1558, he returned into England with his father and 
family, who fettled at London ; and foon after, he was fent to Magdalen-college in 
Oxford, under the tuition of Dr. Humphrey, afterwards Prefident of that fociety. In 
1563, he took the degree of Bachelor of Arts; and the fame year was chofen Proba- 
tioner of Merton-college, and the year following admitted Fellow. In 1565, by per- 
fuafion of lbme of the Fellows, he undertook the public reading of a Greek Lecture in 
the hall of that college (b) [D]. In 1566, he took the degree of Mafter of Arts, and, 
that year, read Natural Philofophy in the public fchools. In 1569, he was elefted one 
of the Pro£tors of the univerfity ; and after that, for a confiderable time, fupplied the 
place of Univerfity Orator. Hitherto Mr. Bodley applied himfelf tp the ftudy of vari- 
ous faculties, without any inclination to profefs any one more than the reft. In 1576, 
being defirous to improve himfelf in the modern languages, and to qualify himfelf for 
public bufinefs, he began his travels, and fpent nearly four years in vifiting France, 
(c)ibid,y. 4. Germany, and Italy (c). Afterwards returning to his college, he applied himfelf to 
the ftudy of Hiftory and Politics. In 1583, he was made Gentleman Ufher to Queen 
Elizabeth ; and, in 1585, married Anne, daughter of Mr. Carew of Briftol, and widow 
of Mr. Ball; a lady of a confiderable fortune (d). Soon after, he was employed by 
Queen Elizabeth in feveral embaffies, to Frederick King of Denmark, Julius Duke of 
Brunfwick, William Landgrave of Heffe, and other German Princes, to engage them 
to join their forces with thofe of the Englifh, for the affiftance of the King of Navarre, 
afterwards Henry IV. of France ; and, having discharged that commiflion, he was fent 
to King Henry III., at the time when that Prince was forced by the Duke of Guile to 
quit Paris (e) [£"]. In 1588, he was fent to the Hague, to manage the Queen's affairs 
in the United Provinces ; where, according to an agreement between the Queen and 
the States, he was admitted one of the Council of State, and took his place next to 
Count Maurice, giving his vote in every propofition made to that Alterably (f). In 
this ftation he behaved greatly to the fatisfa&ion of his Royal Miftrefs, and the ad- 
vancement of the public fervice [F]. After nearly five years refidence in Holland, he 

obtained 


(d) Wond, Ath 
Oxon. Vol. i. 
col. 3S4. 


(e) Life, &c. 
ubi fupra, p. 4, 
5- 


(a) SeeT/v 
Life of Sir Tho. 
Kodley, 'written 
by himfelf p. 1, 
2. in the Rcli- 
qu'ia: Bodleian a , 
&c. publifhed hf 
Mr. T. Hearne, 
London, 170J, 


(f) lb. P . 6, 7. 


( 1 ) Life s/*Sir 
T. B, w it e Re« 
Jiquue HoJlei.i- 
n &c. p. l. 
and Wood, 
Athcn. Oxon. 
Vol. t. col. 3S4. 

(2) Life, Uc, 
ubi ju^ra, p. 1, 
2. 


[J] Eldeft fon of £lr. John Bodley.] By his fa- 
ther's fide he was defcended from an ancient family 
of the Bod leys, or Bodleighs, of Dunfcomb near 
Crediton in Devonfhirc. His mother was Joan, 
daughter and heirefs of Robert Home, Efq; of OfFery 
St. Mary, nine miles from Exeter (i ). 

[BJ His father, being obliged to leave England on 
account of religion, fettled <ivitb his family at Geneva*] 
' My father, fays Sir Thomas (2), in the time of 
f Queen Mary, being noted and known to be an 
' enemy to Popery, was fo cruelly threatened, and 

* fo narrowly obferved by thofe that maliced his re- 
\ ligion, that, for the fafeguard of himfelf and my 

* mother, who was wholly affected as my father, he 

* knew no way fo fecure as to fly into Germany ; 

* where after awhile he found means to call over my 

* mother, with all his children and family, whom he 

* fettled for awhile at Wefel in Cleveland (for there 
' then were many Englifh, which had left their coun- 
' try for their conference, and with quietnefs enjoyed 

* their meetings and preachings) ; and from thence 
' we removed to the town of Franckford, where was 
' in like fort another Englifh congregation. How- 
' beit we made no long tarriance in either of thefe 
■ two towns ; for that my father had refolvcd to fix 
' his abode in the city of Geneva, where (as far as I 

* remember) the Englifh church confifted of fome 

* hundred pcrfonfL' 

[CJ He ftudied under the moft celebrated Prof ef/brs.'] 
He frequented the public lectures of Chevalcrius in 
the Hebrew tongue, of Beroaldus in the Greek, and 
of Calvin and Bcza in Divinity ; befides his domeitic 
teachers in the houfe of Philibertus Saraccnus, a fa- 
mous Phyfician of that city, with whom he boarded, 


(3) life, ice. 
Hlifujrj, p. 1, 

2* 


(4) Hid. p. j. 


( 5 )-^-P-5> 


where Robert Conftantine, author of the Greek Lexi- 
con, read Homer to him (3). 

[D] He undertook the public reading of a Greek lec- 
ture in the hall of Merton-college.] He read this ledlure 
for fome time without expecting or requ ring any Hi- 
pend for it ; but afterwards the fociety of their own 
accord allowed him a falary of* four marks per annum, 
and from thenceforth continued the le&ure to the 
college (4). 

[E\ He nvas fent to King Henry III., at the time 
nvhen that Prince nvas forced by the Duke of Guife to 
quit Paris.] This commiflion, he tells us (t; ), he per- 
formed with extraordinary fecrecy, not being accom- 
panied by any one fervant (for fo he was commanded), 
nor with any other letters than fuch as were written 
with the Queen's own hand to the King, and fome 
fele& perfons about him. ' The effect, continues he, 
' of that meffage it is fit I fhould conceal ; but it 
1 tended greatly to the advantage of all the Pro- 
' tenants in France, and to the Duke's apparent over- 

* throw, which alfo followed foon upon it.' Mr. 
Camden fays nothing more of this embafly, than 
that Queen Elizabeth 1 not only affifted the King of 
1 Navarre, when he was intanglcd in a dangerous 

* and difficult war, with money and other military 
1 provisions, but fent over Sir Thomas Bodley to 
' fupport or encourage the French King when his 
c affairs feemed to be in a very defperate condition 
' (6).' 

[/] He behaved greatly to the fatisfaclion of his Royal s^^aJan'^ 1 ** 
miftrefs, and the advancement of the public fervice.] 15S9. 

* During all that time (fays Sir Thomas (7), fpeak- , ?) Lj , &c 

f * n g of his refidence at the Hague) what approbation ubifutra p. 6, 

* was given of my painful endeavours by the Queen 7. 

* Lord' s 


BODLEY (Sir T.) 

obtained leave to return into England, to look after his private affairs j but was fhortly 
after remanded back to the Hague. About a year after, he came into England again, 
to communicate ibme private difcoveries to the Queen ; and prefently returned to the 
States for the execution of thofe councils he had fecretly propofed. At length, having 
fucceeded in all his negociations, he obtained his final recal in 1597 (g). After his typf'* ** - 
return, finding his advancement at Court obltrudted by the jealoufies and intrigues of $' up ' a> ? ' 7 ' 
the great men, he retired from the Court and all public bufinefs, and never could be 
prevailed with to return and accept of any new employment (b) [G]. The fame year Ut p ' s " 

he 



1 Lords in England, by the States of the country 

* there, and by all the Englifh foldiery, I refer it to 

* be notified by fome other's relation, fith it was not 

* unknown to any of any calling that then were ac- 
€ quainted with the ftate of that government. For 
r at my firft coming there the people of that country 
\ flood in dangerous terms of difcontentment, partly 

* for fome courfes that were held in England, as they 

* thought, to their fingular prejudice, but mod of 

* all in refpect of the infolent demeanour of fome of 

* her Highnefs's Minifters, which only refpected their 

* private emolument, little weighing in their dealing 

* what the Queen had contracted with the States of 

* the country ; whereupon was conceived a mighty 

* fear on every fide, that both a prefent diffolution of 

* the covenant would enfue, and a downright breach 

* of amity, between us and them. Now what means 

* I fet a foot for redrefs of thefe perils, and by what 

* degrees the Hate of things was reduced into order, it 
€ would require a long treatife to report it exactly. 

* But this I may aver with modefty and truth, and 

* the country did always acknowledge it with grati- 

* tude, that had I not of myfelf, without any direc- 

* tion from my fuperiors, proceeded in my charge 

* with extreme circumfpection, as well in all my 

* fpeeches and propofals to the States, as in the te- 

* nour of my letters that I writ into England, fome 

* fudden alarm had been given to the utter fubverfion 

* and ruin of the ftate of thofe Provinces, which in 

* procefs of time muft needs have wrought, in all pro- 

* bability, the fame effect in the State of this realm. 

* Of this my diligence and care in the managing of 

* my bufinefs, there was, as I have fignified, very 

* fpecial notice taken by the Queen and State at 

* home ; for I received from her Majeftymany com- 

* fortable letters of her gracious acceptance ; as 

* withal from that time forward J did never almoft 

* receive any fet inftructions how to govern my pro- 

* ceedings in her Majefty's occafions, but the carriage 

* in a manner of all her affairs was left to me and my 

* difcretion.* A more particular account of Sir Tho- 
mas's negociations with the States may be feen in 
Mr. Camden's Annals of Queen Elizabeth, under the 
year 1595, and in a ihort piece, written by Sir Tho- 
rn ns himfelf, and publifhed by Mr. Thomas Hearne 
in his notes upon that paflage of Camden, intitled, 
An Account of an Agreement between Queen Elizabeth 
and the United Provinces, wherein /he fupported them, 
and they flood not to their Agreement, 

[G] He retired from Court and all public biff tiffs, and 
never could be prevailed with to return and accept of 
any new employment.] We fhall enlarge upon this part 
of Sir Thomas's life in his own words. ' I cannot 
(S) Life, &c. c chufe, fays he (8), in making report of the prin- 
ukljupra, p. t cipal accidents that have befallen unto me in the 
8—15. * courfe of my life, but record among the reft, that 

* from the very fir ft day I had no man more to friend, 
f among the Lords of the Council, than was the 

* Lord Treafurer Burleigh ; for when occafion had 
e been offered of declaring his conceit, as touching 

* my fervice, he would always tell the Queen (which 

* I received from herfelf, and fome other ear-wit- 

* ncfles) that there was not any man in England fo 

* meet as myfelf to undergo the office of the Sccre- 

* tary ; and fince, his fon the prefent Lord Trea- 

< furer hath fignified unto me in private conference, 

* that, when his father fir ft intended to advance him 

* to that place, his purpofe was withal to make me 

* his collegue. But the cafe flood thus in my behalf: 

< Before fuch time as I returned from the Provinces 

* United, which was in the year 1597, and like wile 

* after my return, the Earl of Eflex did ufe me fo 
' kindly both by letters and meffages, and other great 

* tokens of his inward favour to me, that, although 

* i had no meaning but to fettle in my mind my 

* chiefeft dependance upon the Lord Burleigh, as one 
Vol. II. 


that I reputed to be both the beft able, and there- 
withal the moft willing, to work my advancement 
with the Queen ; yet I know not how the Earl, 
who fought by all devices to divert her love and 
liking both from the father and the fon (but. from 
the fon in fpecial), to withdraw my affection from 
the one and the other, and to win me altogether to 
depend upon himfelf, did fo often take occafion to 
entertain the Queen with fome prodigal fpeeches of 
my fufficiency for a Secretary, which were ever ac- 
companied with words of difgrace again ft the pre- 
fent Lord Treafurer, as neither fhe herfelf (of whofe 
favour before I was thoroughly affured) took any 
great pleafure to prefer me the fooner (for fhe hated 
his ambition, and would give little countenance to 
any of his followers) ; and both the Lord Burleigh 
and his fon waxed jealous of my courfes, as if un- 
derhand I had been induced, by the cunning and 
kindnefs of the Earl of Eflex, to oppofe myfelf 
again ft their dealings. And though in very truth 
they had no folid ground at all of the leaft altera- 
tion in my difpofition towards either of them both 
(for I did greatly refpect their perfons and places, 
with a fettled refolution to do them any fervice, as 
alfo in my heart I detefted to be of any faction what- 
foever) yet the now Lord Treafurer, upon occafion 
of fome talk that I have fince had with him of the 
Earl and his actions, hath freely confeffed of his 
own accord to me, that his daily provocations were 
fo bitter and fharp againft him, and his comparifons 
fo odious, when he put us in a ballance, as he 
thought thereupon, he had very great reafon to ufe 
his beft means to put any man out of love of railing 
his fortune, whom the Earl with fuch violence, to 
his extreme prejudice, had endeavoured to dignify. 
And this, as he affirmed, was all the motive he had 
to fet himfelf againft me, in whatfoever might re- 
dound to the bettering of my ftate, or increafing my 
credit and countenance with the Queen. When I 
had thoroughly now bethought me, nrft in the Earl, 
of the flender hold-faft he had in the Queen ; of 
an endlefs oppofition of the chiefeft of our Statef- 
men like ftill to wait upon him ; of his perilous, 
feeble, and uncertain advice, as well in his own, 
as in all the caufes of his friends ; and when more- 
over for myfelf I had fully confidered Jiow very un- 
toward ly thefe two counsellors were affected unto 
me (upon whom before in cogitation I had framed 
all the fabric of my future profperity), how ill it 
did concur with my natural difpofition, to become, 
or to be counted a ftickler or partaker in any public 
faction ; how well I was able by God's good blelT- 
ing to live of myfelf, if I could be content with a 
competent livelihood ; how ihort a time of farther 
life I was then to expect by the common courfe of 
nature ; when I had, I fay, in this manner repre- 
fented to my thoughts my particular e ftate, toge- 
ther with the Earl's, I re folved thereupon to poffefs 
my foul in peace all the refidue of my days ; to take 
my full farewell of State employments ; to fatisfy 
my mind with that mediocrity of worldly living 
that I had of mine own ; and fo to retire me from 
the Court, which was the epilogue and end of all 
my actions, aud endeavours of any important note, 
till I came to the age of fixty-three. Now although 
after this, by her Majefty's directions, I was often 
called to the Court by the now Lord Treafurer, 
then Secretary, and required by him, as alfo divers 
times fince, by order from the King, to ferve as an 
Embaffador in France, to go a Commiffioner from 
his Highnefs for concluding the truce between 
Spain and the Provinces, and to negociate in other 
very honourable employments; yet I would not be 
removed from my former final refolution ; info- 
much as at length to reduce me the fooner to re- 
turn to the Court, I had an offer made me by the 
5 G * prefent 
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he fet about the noble work of reftoring, or rather founding anew, the Public Library g^*^. 
at Oxford ("#1, which was completed in 1599 (/')• After Kin S James's acceffion to Unii.Oxoo. 

J the 1 lt P" 3° 8 - & 

1. 11. p. 50. 

* have already performed in fight, tl\at which befides 

* I have given for the maintenance of it, and that 

< which hereafter I purpofe to add, by way of en- 

< largement of that place (for the projeft is caft, and, 

* whether I live or die, it fhall be, God willing, put 
' in full execution), will teftify fo truly and abun- 

< dantly for me, as I need not be the publifher of 
1 the dignity and worth of my own inftitution (1 1).' (u) Life, &c. 
Mr. Camden (12), under the year 1598, tells us, ubifupra, p. 
' Bodley, being at prefent unengaged from affairs of J 3 T\?A. r 

< State, fet himfelf a tafk, which would have fuited {lz) 
' the character of a crowned head, I mean, fays be, 
c the promotion and encouragement of learning ; for 
' he began to repair the Public Library at Oxford, 
1 and furnifhed it with new books. It was fet up, 

* be adds, by Humphrey Duke of Gloucefter, but 

* through the iniquity of the times was, in the reign 
c of Edward VL, Gripped of all the books; but he 
6 (Bodley) having made the choice!!: collection from 

* all parts of the world of the mod valuable books, 

* partly at his own coil, and partly by contributions 
« from others, he firft flocked, and afterwards left it 

* fo well endowed at his death, that his memory de- 
( ferves to bear a very lafting date amongft men of 
' worth and letters.' The fame author, in his Bn\ 
tannia(i$), tells us, Duke Humphrey's library con- (»3) By Biflnp 
fitted of one hundred twenty-nine volumes, procured col'" 
from Italy at a great expence. His tranflator adds, ' u ' *' ' **** 
that they were valued at above a thoufand pounds, 
and that the Duke in 1440 gave one hundred twenty- 
fix volumes more, and in 144.3 a niuch greater num- 
ber, befides confiderable additions at his death three 
years after (14). But, before Duke Humphrey's (14) ibid. 
time, Richard de Bury, alias Aungervil (1 5), Bifhop (15) Seehij 
of Durham, in 1295, gave a great number of books article, 
to the univerfity, which were kept in a place for 
that purpofe in the college, which the monks of Dur- 
ham had founded in the north fuburbs of Oxford ; an 
account whereof may be gathered from a book written 
by himfelf, called Pbilobiblos, Si<ue de amore librorum, 
et inftitutione Biblictheca (16). And after him, in the (16) Printed at 
year 1320, Thomas Cobham, Bifhop of Worcefter, Paris, in 1500, 
built another over the old Congregation- ho ufe in the and at Oxford in 
north ccemitery of St. Mary's^i?). In ico 7 , Sir I599 in4«,and 
Thomas Bodley, taking into his conndcration the ru- ( I7 ) Wood 
inous condition of Duke Humphrey's library, and re- H1O.& Am'iq, 
folvvng to undertake the reftoration of it at his own Univ. Oxon. 
expence, wrote a letter, dated at London, Jan. 23, P* 4 8 * 
to Dr. Ravis, Dean of Chrift-Church, then Vice- 
Chancellor, to be communicated to the univerfity ; 
offering therein to reftore the fabric of the faid libra- 
ry, and to fettle an annual income for the purchafe 
of books, and the fupportof fuch officers as might be 
neceffary to take care of it. This letter was received 
with the greateft fatisfacYion by the univerfity, and an 
anfwer returned, teflifying their moft grateful ac- 
knowledgment and acceptance of his noble offer (iS). (18) Id. \b. 
Whereupon Sir Thomas immediately fet about the P- 3 o8 » 
work, and in two years time brought it to a good de- 
gree of perfection (19). He furniftied it with a large Op) ^ re- 
collection of books, purchafed in foreign countries at llt P- 5°« 
a great expence (20) ; and this collection in a fhort (20) Dr. Wilier, 
time became fo greatly enlarged by the generous be- in his Synopfis 
nefactions of feveral Noblemen, Bifhops, and others, ? a P ifmi > a P ud 


€ prefent Lord Treafurer (for in procefs of time he 

* faw, as he himfelf was pleafed to tell me more than 
c once, that all my dealing was upright, fair, and 

* direct) that in cafe I myfelf were willing unto it, 

* he would make me his aflbciate in the Secretary's 

* office : And to the intent I might believe that he 

* intended it bona fide, he would get me out of hand 

* to be fworn of the Council. And for the better en- 

* abling of my flate to maintain fuch a dignity, 

* whatfoever I would alk that might be fit for him to 
1 deal in, and for me to enjoy, he would prefently 

* folicit the King to give it paflage. All which per- 

■ fuafions notwkhftanding, albeit I was often nffaulted 
1 by him, in regard of my years, and for that I felt 

* myfelf fubject to many in.Iifpofitions, befides fome 

* other reafons, which I referve unto myfelf, I have 
f continued flill at home my retired courfe of life, 

* which is now methinks to me as the greateft prefer- 
s ment that the State can afford.' Mr. Camden men- 
tions the affair of Sir Thomas's difappointment in re- 
gard to the office of Secretary in thefe words : ' It 

* raifed in him (the Earl of Eft ex) a greater and more 
f apparent difcontent, that Sir Robert Cecil was cho- 
c fen Secretary in his abfence ; whereas he had fome 
tf time before recommended Sir Tbomas Bodley , on the 

* fcore of his great wifdom and experience in the af- 

* fairs of the Loiv Countries, and had run very high 
c in his commendations ; but with fo much bitter- 

* neTs, and fo little reafon, difparaged Cecil, that 

* the Queen (who had by this time a mean opinion of 

* Effex's recommendations) was the more inclinable 

* to refufe to make Bodley Secretary ; neither would 

* Ihe let the Lord Treafurer join him in commiflion 

* with his fon ; both which honours were defigned 

* him, till Eflex, by too profufe and lavifh praifes, 

* had rendered him fufpe&ed as a creature of his 

(9) Camden, « own (9).' 

ann^TV d ^] He reft or ed, or ratber founded a-ne*v, tbe pub- 

lic Library at Oxford.'] Let us, firft, hear Sir Thomas 
himfelf. Having given us the motives of his retire- 
fro) See the ment from Court, and chuilng a private life (10), he 
Uft remark. goes on thus : 4 Only this I muft truly confefs of my- 
€ felf, that though I did never yet repent me of thofe, 

* and fome other my often refufals of honourable of- 

* fers, in refpect of enriching my private eftate ; yet 

* fomewhat more of late I have blamed myfelf and 

■ my nicety that way, for the love that I bear to my 
' reverend mother the univerfity of Oxon, and to the 

* advancement of her good, by fuch kind of means, 

* as I have fince undertaken. For thus I fell to dif- 

* courfe and debate in my mind ; that although I 

* might find it fitteft for me to keep out of the throng 

* of Court contentions, and addrefs my thoughts and 

* deeds to fuch ends aljpgether', as I myfelf could beft 

* affect ; yet withal I was to think, that my duty to- 

* wards God, the expectation of the world, and my 

* natural inclination, and very morality did require, 
1 that I fliould not wholly fo hide thofe little abili- 
4 ties that I had, but that in fome meafure, in one 

* kind or other, I fhould do the true part of a pro- 

* fitable member of the State. Whereupon examin- 

* ing exactly for the reft of my life what courfe I 
' might take, and having fought (as I thought) all 

* the ways to the wood, to felect the moft proper, I 

* concluded at the laft to fet up my ftaff at the Library 

* door in Oxon, being thoroughly perfuaded, that in 
1 my folitude and furceafe from the Commonwealth 

* affairs, I could not bufy myfelf to better purpofe, 

* than by reducing that place (which then in every 
1 part lay ruined and wafte) to the public ufe of Stu- 
' dents. For the effecting whereof I found myfelf 
1 fnrniOied, in a competent proportion, of fuch four 

* kinds of aids, as, unlefs Lhad them all, there was 
1 no hope of good fuccefs. For without fome kind 
- of knowledge, as well in the learned and modern 
4 tongues, as in fundry other forts of fcholaftical 
4 literature ; without fome purfe-ability to go through 

* with the charge ; without great ftore of honourable 

* friends, to further the defign ; and without fpecial 

* good leifure to follow fuch a work, it could but 

* have proved a vain attempt and inconfiderate. But 

* how well I have fped in all my endeavours, and 
1 how full provifion I have made for the benefit and 
1 cafe of all frequenters of the library, that which I 


that neither the fhelvcs nor the room could contain thieTofDevon 
them. Whereupon Sir Thomas offering to make a p . 79 , f ays , they 
confiderable addition to the building, the motion was w ere valued at 
readily embraced, and, upon July the 19th, 1610, about 10,000/. 
the firft ftone of the new foundation was laid with 
great folemnity, the Vice-Chancellor, Doctors, 
Mafters of Arts, &c. attending in their proper habits, 
and a fpeech being made upon the occafion. But Sir 
Thomas Bodley did not live to fee this part of his de- 
fign completed, though he left fufficient to do it with 
fome friends, in truft ; for, as appears by the copy of 
his Will, he beftowed his whole eftate (his debts, le- 
gacies, and funeral charges defrayed) to the noble 
purpofes of this foundation. By this means, and the 
help of other benefactions, in procuring which Sir 
Thomas was very ferviceable by his great intereft with 
many eminent perfons, the Univerfity was enabled to 
add three other fides to what was already built ; 
whereby was formed a noble quadrangle, and fpacious 
rooms for fchools of Arts (21). By Sir Thomas's (21) Wood, ub\ 

Will J«t>ra 9 p. 23. 

4 


(h) Wood. 
Athcn. Oxon. 
Vol. i. col. 385. 
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the throne, he received the honour of Knighthood (£). He died the a 8th of January, 
16 1 2, and was buried, with great folemnity, at the upper end of Merton-college choir 
[/]• An annual fpeech in praife o^ Sir Thomas Bodley [K] is (till made at Oxford on 
the 8th of November, at which time the vifitation of the library is ufually made. His 
ftatutes for the regulation of that library [LJ, were tranflated out of Englifh into Latin, 

by 
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(12) Wood, ubt 
jupra, p. 51. 

(23) Sen the re- 
mark [L]. 


(*4) Videlfaaci 
Wake, Rex 
Piatonicus, five 
Mufteregname;. 


(*) Anecdotes 

of Topography, 


(25) Wood, uht 
Jupra, p. 89. 


(26) Wood, 
Athen. Oxon, 
col. 385. 


Will 200 /. per annum was fettled on the library for 
ever; out of which he appointed near forty pounds 
for the Head Librarian, ten pounds for the Sub-Li- 
brarian, and eight for the junior (22). He drew up 
likewife a body of excellent ftatutes for the govern- 
ment of the library (23). In this library is a ftatue, 
erected to the memory of Sir Thomas Bodley, by the 
Earl of Doriet, Chancellor of the univerfity, with 
the following infcription. Thomas Sackvillus 
Dorset ti/e Comes, Summus Anglic Thesau- 
rarius, et hujus academije c a n c e l l a r i u s , 
Thom^ Bodleio Equiti Aurato, qui Bidlio- 
thecam hanc instituit, honoris causa pie 
posuit ; i. e. 1 Thomas Sackvile, Earl of Dorfet, 
c Lord High Treafurer of England, and Chancellor of 
' this univcrjity* pioujly eroded this monument to the ho- 

* ncur of Sir Thomas Bodley, Knight, who founded this 

* library.' The Bcdlcian library is juftly efteemed 
one of the nobleft libraries in the world, and if tra- 
vellers are to be credited, exceeds even the Vatican at 
Rome. King James I., we are told (24), when he 
came to Oxford in the year 1605, and, among other 
edifices, took a view of thisiamous library, at his de- 
parture, in imitation of Alexander, broke out into 
this fpeech : If I were not a King, I would be an uni- 
vcrfity man ; and if it were fo that I muft be a pri- 
Jotier, if I might have my wijh, I would have no other 
prifen than that library, and be chained together with 
fo many good authors. A catalogue of the printed 

books in the Bodleian library was publifhed in 1674. 
by Dr. Thomas Hyde, then chief librarian ; another 
of the manufcripts was printed in 1697 ; and a more 
ample catalogue of the books, was printed at Oxford, 
in 1738, in two volumes folio (*). 

[/] He was buried at the upper end of Merton-college 
choir.] Over him is erected a monument of black and 
white marble, 011 which is placed his effigies, in a 
fcholar's gown, furroundcd with books ; and at the 
four corners Hand Grammar, Rhetoric, Mufic, and 
Arithmetic. On each hand of his effigies Hands an 
angel ; that on the left holds out to him a crown ; 
and that on the right a book open, in which are thefe 
words ; Non delebo nomen ejus de libro vit<c ; i. e. * / 
' will not blot his name out of the book of life.'' Under- 
neath is the figure of a woman, fitting before the 
flairs of the old library, holding in one hand a key, 
and in the other a book, wherein the greatelt part of 
the alphabet appears ; and behind are feen three 
fmall books ftiut, infcribed with the names of Prifci- 
anus, Diomedes, and Donatus. Beneath all are en- 
graven thefe words : Memorise Thoma? Bodley Militis, 
Publico? Bibliotheca? fundatoris, facrum. Obiit 28 Jan. 
1612 (25 ). 

[AT J An annual fpeech in praife of Sir Thomas Bod- 
ley .] Dr. John Morris, Canon of Chrift-Church, be- 
queathed by his Will to the univerfity five pounds 
per annum, for a fpeech to be made by a Mailer of 
Arts in praife of Sir Thomas Bodley ; the perfon 
who made the fpeech to be nominated by the Dean 
of Chrift-Church, and confirmed by the Vice-Chan- 
cellor for the time being. But this gift was not to 
take place till the death of Dr. Morris's widow ; 
which happening in November, 1681, the annuity 
then fell to the univerfity ; whereupon, the year fol- 
lowing, Dr. John Fell, Dean of Chrift-Church, no- 
minated Thomas Sparke, A. M. of his college ; who, 
being approved by the Vice-Chancellor, made a fo- 
lemn fpeech in the Schola linguarum, the 8 th of No- 
vember, 1682 (26). 

[L] His Statutes.] The original copy of them, 
written by his own hand, is preserved in the archives 
of the Bodleian library. They provide, 1 . That the 
Keeper, or Librarian, fhall be a graduate, without 
cure of fouls, and unmarried ; and that both the 
electors, and elected, fhall take an oath, prefcribed 
in the Statutes ; the election to be made after the 
fame manner as in the choice of Proclors. 2. The 
Librarian's office is to keep the great regifter-book, 
in which are enrolled the names and gifts of all be- 
nefactors to the library ; to preferve the difpofition of 


the whole, and to range all books that fhall be given 
under their proper clalTes ; to attend in the library 
from eight to eleven in the morning, and from two to 
four or five in the afternoon, fuch days and times 
only excepted, as are fpecified in the Statutes 3. To 
prevent accidents from fire, neither the Keeper, nor 
any perfon frequenting the library, to be allowed 
candle, or any other kind of light. 4. The keeper 
to deliver the books into the hand of perfons defiring 
them, to be ufed in fight, and reftored before fuch 
perfons depart ; and no book, upon any pretence 
whatever, to be lent out of the library. 5. In cafe 
of ficknefs, or other necefl'iry avocation, the keeper 
may be" allowed a deputy, who muft be a graduate, 
and take the fame oath as the keeper did at his ad- 
miflion. He is allowed likewife an afliftant in his 
office, and an inferior attendant (ufually fome poor 
fcholar) to keep the library clean. 6. The revenue 
fettled for the maintenance of the library, &c. to be 
lodged in the univerfity chert, and managed by the 
Vice-Chancellor and Proctors for the time being. 
7. None to enjoy the freedom of ftudy there, but 
only Doctors and Licentiates of the three faculties, 
Bachelors of Divinity, Mailers of Arts, Bachelors of 
Phyfic and Law, and Bachelors of Arts of two years 
(landing ; alfo Lords, and the fons of Members of 
Parliament, and thofe who become benefactors to the 
library ; and all fuch, before admiffion to fuch privi- 
lege, to take an oath, prefcribed in the Statutes. 7. 
Any graduate, or other perfon, who (hall be con- 
victed of difmernbering, or purloining, or altering 
any wcrd cr pafTage of any book or books, to be pub- 
licly degraded, and expelled the univerfity. 8. Eight 
Overfeers or Vifitors of the library are appointed, viz. 
The Vice-Chancellor and Proctors, the three Pro- 
feftbrs of Divinity, Law, and Phyfic, and the two 
Regius ProfefTors of Hebrew and Greek, who are to 
infpect the itate both of the building and the books, 
the behaviour of the keeper, &c. annually on the 8th 
of November ; and, on the Vifitation-day, forty 
(hillings is allowed to be expended on a dinner or 
fupper for the Vifitors, and gloves to be prefented 
them by a beadle, viz. feven pair, of ten /hillings the 
pair, to the five ProfefTors and two Proctors, and one 
pair, of twenty JJjillings price, to the Vice-Chancel- 
lor, befides forty fhillings in money to each of the 
Proctors, arid twenty nobles to the Vice-Chancellor 
(27), &c. B. 

% # [Tn Dr. Birch's Memoirs of the Reign of 
Queen Elizabeth, there are extracts of fcveral letters 
written by Sir Thomas Bodley to the Earl of E(Tex, 
the Lord Treafurer Burghley, Sir Robert Cecil, and 
Mr. Anthony Bacon, chiefly during Sir Thomas's re- 
fidence in Holland From thefe, and from other paf- 
fages in that work, we fhall (elect a few particulars, 
which may ferve to render the account of his life 
fomewhat more complete. In 1583, when Mr. Staf- 
ford (afterwards Sir Edward Stafford) was appointed 
Ambaflador to France, it was faid that Mr. Bodley 
was to go with him as chief Secretary ; but no evi- 
dence appears of his having actually ferved the Am- 
bafiador in that capacity (28). The letters we have 
mentioned exhibit a farther proof of the fidelity and 
diligence with which he discharged his duty, in the 
management of Queen Elizabeth's affairs in the 
United Provinces. As fome of the facts the letters 
relate to, are too minute to require a particular dif- 
cuflion in this place, it may be Sufficient to refer to 
thofe pages of Dr. Birch's Memoirs in which they 
may be found (29). One principal bufinefs of Mr. 
Bodley, in Holland, was to obtain fatisfaction, from 
the States General, for certain funis of money due 
from them to the Queen, for the expence ihe had 
been at, in a (lifting and fupporting their Republic : 
And though he conducted himfelf in this negociation 
with his ufual ability, and, in general, gave hi^h 
fatisfaction to her Majefty, yet he once greatly dif- 
pleafed her, by returning to England, in order to lay 
before her, a fecre; propofition, from fome leading 

member* 


(27) VideRe- 
liqu'ae Bodleia- 
nae, Sec. p. 16, 


(2S) Memoirs 
of Qu^en Eliza- 
beth, Vol. i. 
p. 40. 


(29) Ibid. p. 
206 — 2.0 9. 
209—214, 
215 — 222. 
23c. 233. 248, 
249. 301. 331. 
334. 36?. 
361—364, 


39* BODLEY (SirT.) 

by Dr. JohnBudden, Principal of Broadgate-hall, and incorporated with the imiverfity 
ft) Wood. ftatutes (I). Sir Thomas wrote his own Life to the year 1609.5 which, together with 
£J«> 0,am ' the firfl draught of his Statutes, and a collection of his Letters, were publifhed, from 
the originals in the Bodleian library, by Mr. Thomas Hcarne, under the title of Reli- 
quiae Bodleian*, or, Some Genuine Remains of Sir "Thomas Bodley (m). Sir Thomas had fm) ton*** 
two younger brothers, named Laurence and Josias Bodley. 


(30) Memoirs 
ot Queen ElUa 
beth, Vol. i. 
p. * 3 6. 


(31) Ibid. p. 
144. 


(3*) Mi.?. 
288, 289. See 
alfo, the authors 
referred to, at 
the end of note 
[F], and the ar- 
ticle of BOD- 
LEV, in the 
General Di&i- 
nary, note [Fj, 
Vol. iii. p. 
426—428. 
C33) Birch's 
Memoirs, ubi 
fupra, Vol, ii, 
p. 5 3. 


(34) BirchV 
Life of Henry 
Prinre of Wales, 
p*. 162, j 63 . 


members of the States, relative to the payments de- 
manded. In a letter, written to the Queen, on the 
14th of May, 1595, juft after his return, he inclofed 
the fubftance of their overture, and alleged the rea- 
fons of his own coming over in perfon, to be the 
winning of time, the clearing of doubts, and the 
framing of the overture fully to her Majefty 's fatisfaC- 
tion (30). Neverthelefs, the Queen continued fo 
exafperated with the propofal brought by him, that 
on the 24th of May, he wrote to Mr. Anthony Ba- 
con, that he had not ftirred abroad for ten days part, 
nor knew when he mould, fince he faw fo little hope 
of better ufage at Court ; 1 where/ fays he, ' I hear 

* for my comfort, that the Queen on Monday laft did 

* wifh I had been hanged. And if withal I might have 

* leave, that I mould be discharged, I would fay, 
' Benedetto ft el Giorno, el Mefe> & V Anno (31).' 
However, at length, Mr. Bodley was fent back to the 
Hague, with new inftrudtions, to demand ?f the 
States a hundred thoufand pounds in ready money, 
and to proteft, that if they would not now determine 
to return her Majefly fuch an anfvver, as fhe might 
find they had fome feeling of her manifold deferts 
and prefent neceflities, fhe would not only revoke her 
fuccours from thence with all expedition, but make 
her grievances known by fome public declaration, 
whereby the world might take notice of their want of 
conference in their dealing. But not being able to 
bring the States to a compliance with the terms in- 
lifted upon, he was, at laft, commanded to effect the 
very fame project, which he had before carried to 
England, and for which he had endured fo much bit- 
ternefs and grief ; and in conclufion he brought them 
to thefe terms : That they would con fent to a dif- 
charge of the auxiliary entertainments, which would 
cafe her Majefty of at leaft forty thoufand pounds a 
year; upon condition, that her intention might be 
known two months before : to make an annual pre- 
fentation of twenty thoufand pounds, to be paid every 
time by public legation on her Majefty's birth-day ; 
but not to be continued beyond her reign : To aflift 
her Majefty, if there mould be occafion, with their 
fhipping and other fea provifions, and to come to 
no accord or pacification with the Spaniard, unlefs 
with her con fent ; and to difcharge the fum of four 
hundred thoufand pounds in four years, but payable 
only to her Majefty's perfon (32). 

Among the other aids which Sir Thomas Bodley 
received, in his nobl^defign of reftoring the public 
library at Oxford, his great friend, the Earl of 
EfTex, made him a prefent of a coufiderable part of 
the very valuable library that had belonged to the ce- 
lebrated Jerom O fori us, fuccefllvely B ilhop of Sylvas, 
and of Algarva, in which laft fee he died in 1580. 
This library had fallen to the Earl's mare, among 
the booty which had been taken in the famous expe- 
dition again ft Cadiz, in 1596 (33). King James the 
Firft, lilcewife, enriched the Bodleian library at Ox- 
ford at the expence of his own : for he gave a war- 
rant to Sir Thomas Bodley, under the Privy Seal, 
for any books, which that gentleman mould like in 
any of his houfes or libraries. However, his Majefty 
amply fupplied this lofs, by purchafing Lord Lum- 
ley's library, which contained not only his own col- 
lection, but that of his father-in-law, Henry Fitz> 
Alan, Earl of Arundel, who had lived in the reign 
of King Henry the Eighth, when, upon the diflblu- 
tion of the monafteries, he had great opportunities of 
collecting manufcripts. Many of thefe manufcripts, 
as well as of the printed books in the Royal library, 
have the name of Arundel and Lumley written in them ; 
and now conftitute a part of the noble collection in 
the Britifh Mufeum (34). In Hearne's 1 Johannis 
1 Glaftonienfis Hiftoria de Rebus Glaftonicnfibus,' 
two letters to. Sir Robert Cotton, which pecu- 


4 Sir Thomas Bodley to Sir Robert Cotton. 

* Sir, 

I Was thrice to have feen you at your houfe, but 
had not the hap to rind you at home. It was 
onely to know how you hold your old inten- 
tion, for helping to furnifli the Univerfity library, 
where I purpofe, God willing, to place all the 
books that I have hitherto gathered within thefe 
three weekes. And whatfoever any man fhal con- 
ferr for the ftoring of it, fuch order is taken for a 
due memorial of his gift, as I am perfuaded hee 
cannot any way receive a greater contentment of 
any thing to the value other wife beftowed. Thus 
much I thought to fignify unto you, and to re- 
queft to hear, how you reft: affected. From my 
houfe, June 6. Yours, to ufe on any occafion, 

' Tho. Bodley. 

€ Sir Henry Savile to Sir Robert Cotton. 
'SIR, 

Have made M. Bodley acquainted with your 
kind and friendly offer, who accepteth of it in 

* moil thankful manner ; and if it pleafeth you to 

* appoint to-morrow at afternoon, or upon Monday 

* or Tuefday next, at fome houre likevvife after din- 
1 ner, wee will not faile to bee with you at your houfe 

* for that purpofe. 

* And remember, I give you /aire warning, that if 
' you bold any booke fo deare, as that you viould bee loath 

* to have him out of your fight % fet him afide before hand. 

* For my own part, I will not do that wrong to my 

* judgment, as to choofe of the worft, if better be in 

* place ; and be fide, you would account me a fimpie 

* man. But, to leave jefling, we wil any of the dayes 

* come to you, leaving, as great reafon is, your ovem 
c in your ovon fovjer, freely to retaine or difpofe. True 

* it is, that I have railed fome expectation of the 
% quality of your gift in M. Bodley, whom you ftial 

* find a gentleman in all refpects worthy of your ac- 
s quaintance. And fo, with my bell commenda- 

* tions, I commit you to God. This St. Peter's day. 

1 Your very a flu red friend, 

1 Henry Savile (35).* 


I 


(35) Gentle- 
man's Maga- 
zine, Vol, il t ] 
p. 37K 


are 


liarly belong to this article. 


It hath, if we miftake not, been imagined, that 
the former part of this laft letter contains a reflection 
on Sir Thomas Bodley, as if he could fcarcely be 
trnfted, where curious books were in fight : but it is 
fully evident, from the latter part of it, that no fuch 
thing was intended, and that Sir Henry Savile was 
only in jeft. 

Though Sir Thomas Bodley's defign, in refund- 
ing the public library at Oxford, was fo excellent and 
ufeful, and his bequeathing his eftate for that pur- 
pofe fo commendable, fome perfons, it feems, were 
diflatisfied at their not being remembered by him in 
his laft will. This, at leaft, was the cafe with Mr. 
Chambcrlayne, who, though not a relation of Sir 
Thomas's, yet having had a long acquaintance with 
him, complains of his conduct with no fmall degree 
of malignity. He fays that Sir Thomas Bodley was 
fo carried away with the vanity and vain glory of his 
library, that he forgot all other refpects and duties 
almoft of confeience, friendfhip, or good nature (36). 
Mr. Chamberlayne farther obferves, as another ar- 
gument of Sir Thomas's vanity, that he had written 
his own life in feven ftieets of paper, not leaving out 
the leaft minutenefs, or omitting any' thing that might 
tend to his own glory or commendation ; and that he 
had not fo much as made mention of his wife, or that 
he was married ; by which it might be feen what a 
mind he carried, and what account he made of his 
beft benefactors (37), It is eafy to perceive, that (37) p. 
thefe reflections are chiefly the refult of fpleen and . 
dilappointment. of Q, ?cn Eli**-; 

beth, Vol. :i. 
p. 6^ 


(^6) Win wood"! 
Memorials, 
Vol, iii. p. 4 ' 9. 
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As it would be tedious, and, indeed, fcarcely prac- 
ticable, to mention all the numerous benefadors and 
benefactions to the Bodleian Library, we fliall Jbntent 
Ourfelves with referring to Wood and Pointer, for fome 
( 3 S) Wood's farther information upon the fubjeft (38). We mall 
UnU.'ofon.^' ? n] y at,d ' that this librar y received a great addition, 
Voi. ii. p. 50— * n 1 7 5 5 » on the death of Dr. Richard Rawlinfon, 
53. Pointers who bequeathed to it all his manufcripts, coins, re- 
Oionienfis Aca- liefs, marbles; feals, Englim and foreign, with their 
iemia, p. 135— impreflions : drawings, printed books with manu- 
100—202." P " fcript notes, and his copper-plates relating to Oxford- 
fhire, Middlefex, Surry, and Berks. Browne Willis, 
likewife, long before his deceafe, gave the completeil 
collection of Englim coins in the kingdom, which he 


had been forty years in collecting. The univerfity* 
however, thinking that fuch a prefent would be an 
injury to his family, paid him for i^o gold coins, at 
the rate of four guineas an ounce. The fame Gentle- 
man vifited the cabinet every year on St. Frideiwide's 
Day, and, befides enlarging it, gave twelve hundred 
tradefmens tokens, and fun dry manufcripts, exclufive 
of his own, which he left by will to this library (39). , * Anecdote* 

Mr. Gough, in his Anecdotes of Britilh Topogra- ofVitifh To- 
phy, hath given an account of the publications and po^vaphy, p. 
writings, which contain catalogues and defcriptions 420. 
of the books, manufcripts, coins, pictures, and other 
curioftties belonging to the Bodleian Libiary (40).] (40) lb\d. p. 


f</jWood, Fan;, 

edit. 1721, Vol. 
i. col 195. 


(f) Wertcote, 
ubi fufira. 
See Prince. 


B O D LE Y (Laurence), a younger brother of Sir Thomas Bodley, mentioned in 
the laft Article [/Y], was born in the city of Exeter, about the year 1546 (a). After a 
iui table education, though in what fchool is not known, he was fent to Chrift-Church- 
college in Oxford, where he took the degrees of Bachelor and Matter of Arts (£). From 
thence he removed into his native country > where his merit became fo conspicuous, 
that he was made one of the Canons Refidentiary of Exeter cathedral, and Re£tor of 
Shobroke, about feven miles from that city, near Crediton ; which was all the prefer- 
ment he ever had [£] . Among other good things which he did, he was of great ufe 
to his brother Sir Thomas Bodley, in founding his famous library at Oxford (c) : He 
was chief mourner at that great man's funeral ; and, the next day after it, namely, 
March 30, 1613, was actually created Doftor in Divinity, as a member of Chrift- 
Church ( d). He died April the 19th, 16 15, in the feventieth year of his age, and was 
interred in St. Peter's Cathedral in Exeter, near the choir, under a flat marble Hone 
with an epitaph [C]. As to his character, we are told, that for his pious zeal, and 
continual labour in the faithful difcharge of the duties of his function, he cannot be 
over-praifed (f). He was at the fame time of anhofpitable difpolition, very charitable, 
and pious. In his Will, he bequeathed to the Mayor and Chamber of Exeter, four 
hundred pounds in money, to purchafe twenty pounds a year in lands, towards the 
maintenance of a preacher in that city (g) m There is nothing of his writing extant, 
except an elegy on the death of the famous Bifhop Jewel [D]. 


(a ) Prince's 
Worthies of 
Devon, &c. 
edit. Exeter 
1701, fol. p. S24 
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[J] A younger brother of Sir Thomas Bodley, 
Mr. Wood, by millake, fays, (1), that he was Sir 

Thomas's elder brother. Laurentio nimirum fra- 

tre natu majori. But Mr. Prince pofitively 

affirms the contrary. He was the third Ton of John 
Bodley, Gent, the father of Sir Thomas, who is 
the fubjett of the laft article (2). 

[2?] Which <zvas all the preferment he ever had.] 
Thefe are Mr. Prince's words (3) ; but Shobroke was 
undoubtedly a living of very confiderable value, it 
being rated at 36/. in the King's books, and confe- 
quently might be worth near 400/. a year: So that 
the Doctor's preferment was not fo very fmall, as Mr. 
Prince feems to intimate. 

[C] With an epitaph.'] It is now obliterated ; but 
hath been prefer ved by Mr. Rifdon (4), and is as fol- 
lows : 

Clariffimo viro, nec von reverendo, olim hujus ec- 
clefta Canonico Refidentiario D»° Laurentio Bodleo, 
Johes cif Laurentius Bodleius, Nepotes, hunc dialogum, 
memoriae facrum devotijjime confecrarunt . 

Laurentius Bodleius. 
Anagramma — Bonus Dives ille erat. 


Johan. Ille crat ! Hoc miferum y non nunc ; ubinUrn pi a facia 
Virtutis, corpus, fpiritus, ojfa, caro ? 

Laurent. Ojfa j a cent terra, iff corpus, pi a facia fuperfunt, 
( Protypa virtutis) Spirit us aftra colli. 
Obi it decimo nono Aprilis A. D. 1 6 1 5 . 

[D] Except an elegy o?i the death of the famous Bijhop 
Jevuel.~\ It is infer ted in Dr. Humphrey's life of that 
Bifliop ; and part of it is as follows : 

I titer ea, Decor, O I Doclorum fttmme Virorum, 
Et pater, & patriae Gemma, Juclle, vale : 

Chare, vale : donee Superorum fede recepti. 
Per pet no juncli, fmbimus ante Deum. 

Tu mo do frtecedis, quia te pr<ecedere dignum eft ; 
Nos per idem l<cti mox veniemus iter, &c. 

To conclude this learned pcrfon's life; Dr. John 
Prideaux, Regius Profrffor cf Divinity, and Rettor 
of Exeter College in Oxford, dedicated to him an 
aft fermon of his on Revel, ii. 4, In which dedi- 
cation he acknowledges himfelf indebted to him for 
fome preferment ; calling him his worthy patron, 
and commending him as a patron to patrons, 
for difpofing the Loru's portion, in thofe his days 
(5)- M. 


(b) Wood, A- 
then, edit, 172T, 
Vol. i. col. 385. 

(c) Prince, as 
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( e) Prince, ubi 
fu t ra. 

BODLEY (Sir Josias), youngeft brother to Sir Thomas, and Dr. Laurence Bod- 
ley, mentioned in the two laft articles (<?), was, in all probability, born at Exeter, as f#; He>»sthe 
well as his brothers. He was bred up a fcholar, and fpent fome time in Merton-college fif thand young- 
in Oxford (b) : But preferring a military to a fludious life, he went and trailed a pike Bod°e™Geiiu 
in the Low-Countries, which was then the grand theatre of war ; where he behaved fo ™^ ,oned a - 
well, that he was advanced to the degree of a Captain (r). In 1598, he was fent into Prince as aboi-e, 
Ireland, with feveral old companies of Englifh out of the Netherlands, amounting in F>84 * 
all to above a thoufand men, of which he wasfecond Captain (d). There he fignaiized ( d) Fines iv»_ 
himfelf by his valour and conduit : and was, at the taking of the ille of Loghrorcan ryfon L ltioc " 
(<?) ; at the attack of Caftle-Ny Park (f) ; and at the fiege of Kinfale, in 1601, where Wi' 7 , u. 
he was overfeer of the trenches (g), as he was alfo at the fieges of Baltimore, B ere ha- ^//^./ P 22C 
haven, and Caftlehaven (h). For his good fervices upon which, and other occaflons, ( b) Mory (on, ubi 
he was knighted by the Lord Deputy Chichefter (/). He was living in Ireland in the ^| fuPrinte 
year 1613, when he was Dire&or-General, and Overfeer of the fortifications of that above. 

Vol. II. 5 H kingdom, fifi 1 ^- 
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(k) Moryfon, 
f. 300. 


(*) Thfe U 
eafily interred 
from the dares 
hereafter men- 
tioned. 
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kingdom (*)• But how long he lived after that, and when or where he died, is un- 
known. He was author of fomc few things which ftill remain in manufcript. 


Clarendon. II. * A jocular Defcription of a Journey 
' by him, taken to Lecale in Ulfter, in 1602.' MS. 
in the fame library (1). But we know not where they 
fent. M. 


[J] He was author of fome few things.'] Namely, 
thefe that follow : I. ( Obfervations concerning the 
t FortrefTes of Ireland, and the Britifh Colonies of 
« Ulfter.' MS. fol. fometimes in the library of Sir are at pre 
James Ware, afterwards in that of Henry Earl of 

BOETHIUS, BOECE, or BOEIS (Hector), a famous Scottifh Hiflorian, 
in part of the XVth and XVIth centuries, was defcended from a very ancient and con- 
fiderable family and born at Dundee [jf], in the ft ire of Angus, about the year 
1470 (a). Having ftudied fome time at Dundee (b), and at Aberdeen [in which latter 
place he was a Profeffor in 1497] (c), he went, for his further improvement, to the 
college of Montague, in the univerfity of Paris, where he applied himfelf to Philofophy, 
and became a Profeffor of it there. He had an opportunity of cultivating at the fame 
time an intimate friendfhip with feveral perfons of the moft eminent learning, who 
were ftudents in that univerfity, particularly the great Erafmus, who kept a kind of 
correfpondence with him afterwards (d). Dr. William Elphinfton, Bifhop of Aberdeen, 
having founded the KingVcollege in that city, about the year 1500, fent over to Paris 
for our author, and made him Principal of that new univerfity. When he arrived at 
Aberdeen, he found among the Canon-regulars there (into which order he himfelf en- 
tered) a great many learned men. Being inftalled in his place, he took for his col- 
legue Mr. William Hay, who had been educated with him under the fame mailers, both 
at Dundee and Paris : And by their joint care and labour, the kingdom was furnifhed 
with feveral eminent fcholars (<?). Upon the death of his Patron, Bilhop Elphinfton, in 
1514'f/), he undertook to write his life ; to which he added the lives of his predeceffors 
in the See of Aberdeen (z). We fhall give an account of this work below. Next, he 
applied himfelf to write the hiftory of Scotland ; to which he prefixed a b.rgc defcrip- 
tion of that country [£]. This hiftory he publifhed, under the title of, Scotorum Hi/- 
tori a ab illius Gentis Origine* Parif. 1526, fol. \C\ But he afterwards improved, and 

continued 
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[J] Born at Dundee.] His father was Mr. Boeis 
of Panbride (*). 

[B] To which he prefixed a large defcription of that 
ccuntry.\ It was tranflatcd into Englilh with con- 
siderable improvements, and inferted into our au- 
thor's life, by Dr. Mackenzie (1). But this geogra- 
phical defcription of Scotland by our author, hath 
been pretty fevcrely, andjuftly, criticized upon by 
Bifhop Nicolfon (2) ; whofe words we fhall lay here 

before the reader. * Boethius, fays he, takes 

' occafion to let his reader know, that he was fingu- 
' larly addicted to the ftudy of Natural Hiftory, and 
' much delighted with fuch phyfical curiofities as were 

* nioft extraordinary and furprizing. His correfpond- 
■ ents, he aflures us, were perfons of eminent learn- 

* ing in feveral parts of the nation ; among whom, 

* was Edward Bi(hop#f Orkney, who furnifhed him 
' with a faithful account of the healthy and vigorous 
i conftitution of the inhabitants of thofe iiles. The 
' reft, as the Bifhop truly obferves, did (not all of 

* them at leaf!:) deal fo fairly by him ; feveral of them 

* having moft certainly impofed upon his good na- 

* ture and eafy faith. 'Tis a terrible ftpry which Sir 
' Duncan Campbel told him of the monftrous goofe- 

* footed Otter of the Loch Garloil ; which ftruck 

* down great oaks with its ftcer, and ye't the fifher- 
4 men efcaped its fury by climbing into trees. The 
' fea-monks at the ifle of Bafs, and Ja. Ogilby's 
' wild men of Norway (who could pull up the talleft 

* fir, with as much eafe as an ordinary body can root 

* up a turnip), are proper companions for thefe ; and 
1 the credibility of the three parallel ftories mult reft 
' upon the reporters. But the author himfelf is only 
' anfwerable for the account, which, amongft others, 

* he gives of the clack- geefe, or barnacle, which he 
' affirms upon his own word ; fince what he pretends 
' to have frequently obferved, of a perfect bird, fea- 
' thers and all, being formed in thefe fhells, is ex- 

* tremely diflbnant from what the Naturalifts of our 

* days have taught from as nice and credible experi- 
' ments. He is more authentic in what he reports of 

* the Guftards (or Buftards as the Englifh call ihem) 

* in the county of Mers, and the Salmon at Aber- 
' deen ; and, abov% all, he is to be applauded for 
1 what he hints of the purple-fifh, reckoning it 

* amongft the Concha? intorta?. This fhews that he 
« rightly underftood Bede (3), who has fpmewhat to 

< the fame purpofe ; and that Mr. Cole's difcovery of 

< this very tifh (4) ought not to be reckoned among 


' fuch as had not formerly been publifhed by any au- 
' thor. He does not appear to have been quite fo 
' happy in the ufe he made of the fame ancient Hif- 
' totian, and fome others, in matters of antiquity; 
' or elfe, he would hardly have placed the Brigantes 
€ in Galloway, the Silures in Carict, and the Deiri in 

* Mers and Louthian (5). The account he likewife 

* gives of the firft original of Ptolemy's Geography, 
f feems to be far from ( the truth. He tells us (6), 

* that it was begun by fome mathematical gentlemen, 
' fent purpofely abroad by King Ptolemy Philadel- 
' phus ; who having been regaled by King Reutha, 
1 as his own countrymen and kindred, and having 
4 narrowly infpecled all the corners of the Scotch and 

* Piftifh territories, returned back to Egypt, won- 

* derfully pleafed with their finding a northern king- 
1 dom of the fame language, manners, and govern - 

* ment, with their own. Out of thefe obfervations, 
' fays he, King Ptolemy himfelf drew up part of a 

* large volume of Cofmography ; which, fome cen- 
1 turies afterwards, in the Emperor Hadrian's time, 

* was completed by his name-fake of Alexandria (7)/ 
[C] Scotorum Hifioria ab illius Gentis Origine.] Or, 

Scotorum Hi/lor i a? a prima Oentis Origine , &c . Libri 
XIX. The firft edition of his hiftory was given by 
Badius Afcenfius, at Paris, in 1526, fol. and con • 
fifted only of feventeen books, ending with the death 
of King James I. The next (at Laufanne and Paris, in 
1574, fol.) was larger, having the addition of the 
eighteenth book complete, and partof the nineteenth. 
Thus far the author himfelf continued it: But what 
follows was the work of J. Ferrcrius, a native of 
Piedmont, who carried it down to the end of James 
the Third's reign. The Continuer himfelf wanted 
the helps he expected (8) ; his great encourager, H. 
Sinclare, Dean of Glafgow, and afterwards Bifhop of 
P^offe, being fuddenly taken off, before he could fur- 
nifh him with the intended materials. But he feems 
to be honeft and impartial in fctting down matters as 
he found them. - Boethius's whole hiftory was tranf- 
lated into the Scottifh language by John Bellcnden, 
or Ballenden, Archdeacon of Murray, who died at 
Rome about the year 15^0 ; and publifhed in 1536, 
under this title, * The Hiftory and Croniklis of Scot- 
' land, compilit and newly correftit and amendit be 
€ the Reverend and noble Clerk, Mr. Hector Boece, 

* Chanon of Aberdene. Tranflated laitly by Mr. 
' Johne Bcllendenc, Archdene of Murray, and Cha- 
4 non of Rofle, at command of James the Fyfth, 

1 Kin g 


(5) See Birtiop 

Nicolfon, ubi /ir- 
pra. 

(6) HUT. Scot. 
Lb. ii. fol. 20. b. 


(7) Bifhop Ni- 
colfon, ibid. p. j» 


(8) See his Dz- 
dicat. ad jac. 
B u.un, Ar- 
chiep. Glafg. 
It was printed 
with his Conti- 
nuation at Lau- 
fanne, as above ; 
and alfo at Paris 
in 1574 and 
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continued it till his death ; which is fuppofed to have happened about the y'etft 1550 : 
For we find two perfons of grea^ learning then bewaring his lofs. One is Bartholo- 
maeus Latomus, with whom our author was intimately acquainted at Paris; and the 
other, Joachim Wolfius, a learned German (b). His Hiftory of Scotland hath WlM-v-ii** 
been highly cenfured by fome [£)], and as much magnified by others [£] : All which 

was 


(9) In the firft: 
Volume of his 
Chronicles. 


(10) Ultfupra, 
P. 3*. 


(n)See them at 
large in Bi/hop 
Stillingfleet's 
Orig. Biitan. 
p. 252, &c 

(12) See below, 
at tie end of this 
note,. 

(13) Xerum 
Scot. lib. n.fub 
Jinem. 


( ,4)VideDemp- 
fieri Hift.Ecclef. 
lib. ii- 
fi 5) Confer, lib. 
vi. fol. 92. b, 
& lib. vii. fol. 
128. b. 

(16) In Epift. 
Dedicat. fol. 
355, a. 


(17) J. LefUeus, 
lib. ix. p. 414. 


(18) Bifhop Ni~ 
col fan* ubifu- 
?ra } p. 38. 


€ King of Scottis. Imprentet at Edinburgh, be Tho- 

* masDavidfon, dwelling fornens the Fryere Wynde.' 
R. Holinlhed puoliihed it in Englifh (9), with fe- 
veral large interpolations and additions out of Major, 
Lefley, and Buchanan : but he was not the author of 
that tranflation. 

[D] His Hiftory of Scotland hath been highly cen- 
fured by fome.] Take the following account of it 
from Bifhop Nicolfon (10). In the fix firft books of 
his hiftory there are a great many particulars not to 
be had in Fordon, or any other writers now extant ; 
and unlefs the authors, which he pretends to have 
feen, be hereafter difcovered; he will continue to be 
fhrewdly fufpecled for the contriver of as many tales 

(11) as our Geoffrey of Monmouth. For thele no- 
velties he has been feverely cenfured by H. Lhuyd 

(12) ; and Buchanan himfelf (13), though he makes 
Lhuyd as very a villain and blockhead as the other, 
acknowledges that he is never to be excufed. — How- 
ever, in matters relating to this nation, he certainly 
follows the moft fabulous of our Hiftorians more than 
he is willing to own, having only given a new turn 
of his pen to what they had written, and then com- 
monly fathered it on Veremund, or Campbel. In 
his account of Achaius's treaty, Kenneth's victory 
over the Picls, the metropolitical power of the See of 
York, Lfc, he is extremely formal and tedious, giving 
us large famples of his oratory in the occafional 
fpeeches which he puts into the mouths of his feveral 
great men. To thefe he adds a collection of prodi- 
gies and miracles which happened upon every con- 
fiderable revolution, and either he, or his friend the 
phyfician of Aberdene (14), garnifhes every difh with 
flowers of choice obfervations in Natural Hiftory. 
His principles in polity are the fame with thofe of 
Buchanan ; whofe Jus Regni is effectually confirmed 
by what he relates (15), of the making and depofing 
of Kings and Bilhops by the fole creating power of 
the people. His eighteenth book is as highly com- 
mended by Ferrerius (16) as it can poftibly deferve ; 
in quo fuse omnia ita fcribendo confecutus eft, ut nihil 
plenius aut fignificantiiis a quopiam in re perftmili fieri 
poffe credam ; i. e. 1 That he has treated of all things 

* there in fo comprehensive a manner, that he be- 
1 lieves no one could have done it more fully or fig- 

* niflcantly on the like fubjed.' Indeed the elegancy 
of his expreflions is fine, and well becomes the cha- 
racter which an eminent mailer of the like Rhetoric 
has given of it (17) ; Illius ftylus tarn eft terfus ut Ca?- 
faris pur it at em decoxife ; ac rationum njerborumque pon- 
deribus ita ncrvofus, ut Livianum gravitatem in fua?n 
naturam tranftuliffe penitus videatur. c His ftyle has 

* all the purity of Caefar's, and is fo nervous, both 

* in the reflections and diction, that he feems to 

* have abfolutely entered into the gravity of Livy, 

* and made it his own.' It is to be wifhed that he 
had been as nice and curious in the matter of his 
work. How far he failed in this, the reader will beft 
learn from the words of Sir Robert Gordon of Stra- 
logh, who vvas as competent a judge of the perform- 
ance as could be : Difplicet mihi, fays he (1.8), Hifto- 
ria Boethii ; /// libcre ad te loquar. llle legum Hiftoria 
fcribendo? ignarus, rzidi faculo ea fcripftit quorum nos 
pudet. Quid ilia de Ptolemaei regis legatione ad Geo- 
graphiam noftri regni e veftigandam P Quis ille de Cara- 
taco trad at us e Tacito ad njerbum defer ipt us P Ilium 
nemo antiquitatis prudens regibus ncftris annumeravit. II- 
/a^Buchananus, infeitict tantte gnarus, Boethius ludi- 
brio haberetur, aut Hiftoria labem apud exteros fentiret, 
nolens e Regum ferie dclere, magniftca tamen ilia intacla 
relinqrtit* Nomen ipfum Caratacum arguit Provinci- 
alem Britonem fuiffe. Quale hoc, Silures nobis afcribi, 
quos hodierna Walliss partem tenuiffe Rom an i fcriptores 
tcflatifji?num faciunt P Quarn portentofum de Camelo- 

^duno comment urn? Qualcs funt ilia? regis noftri ad C<e- 
farem Julium Epiftola minaces P Nonne hoc eft ferio de- 
tirare P Ignofco Gatheli fabultz ; cum na?<vus ille omni- 
bus tarn communis : Jit till plus fatis immorari, omnia 
figillatim 9 tanquam illorum temporum a?qualis, referre, 


multum mihi difplicet ; i. e. ' To fpeak freely to you, 

* I diflike Boeis's hiftory. He being ignorant of the 
' laws of hiftory, has written in a barbarous age what 
1 we are alhamed of. For what eife can you think of 

* King Ptolemy's mathematical gentlemen (19) ? Or 

* of the ftory of Caratacus, taken word for word out 

< of Tacitus? No man that knows any thing of an- 

* tiquity would rank him among our Kings. And 

< therefore though Buchanan, fenfible of ib grofs a 
' blunder, places him among our Kings (that Boe- 
« thius might not be expofed, and ftrangers iliould 

* not perceive a blemifli in our hiftory), yet he paries 

* oyer all the fine things that the other had laid of 
e him : The very name of Caratacus proves him to 

* have been a South Briton. How ftupid is it to fix 

* the Silures among us, when the Roman writers de- 
' clarc that they were inhabitants of Wales? How 
c monftrous is his fiction about Camelodunum P or our 

* King's threatening letters to Julius Cxfar ? Is not 
e all that downright doting and foolifhncis ? I could 
e forgive him the fable of Gathelus, flnce it hath been 

* embraced by all our hiftorians ; but to dwell too 
c long or too minutely upon it is extremely difagree- 

< able. '--Dr. William Lloyd, late Bifnop of Wor- 
ccfter, hath alfo fpoken of our author with great iharp- 
nefs and contempt (20). For he calls him, 4 A late 

romancer (21),' who ' could not only make ftories, 
but authors too when he pleafed ; nay, that made 
a Eifhop of St., Alban's cloak Amphibalus (22).' 
That, * to prove him a man of no credit is needlels, 
when fo many have done it (23).' He * not only 
avers the fame thing that J. de Fordon and J. Ma- 
jor had faid, without naming them, but, like Hector 
himfelf, he ventures farther into the dark, and 
charges beyond all his company. He was the firft 
(for ought I know, fays the Bifhop) that found 
there were Priefts and Monks in Scotland, named 
Culdces, whom he makes to have been there above 
150 years before there were Chriftians in that 
country (24). I doubt, fays the Bifhop elfewhere 
(25), whether Hector Boethius had thofe au- 
thors whom he quotes [Veremund, Archdeacon of 
St. Andrews, and John Cambel] for he never 
quotes him that vvas his author indeed, the 
Monk of Fordon (26), whom he feems to have 
followed in all his Antiquities.' Dr. E. Stilling- 
fleet, afterwards Bifhop of Wbrcefter, having alfo 
minutely examined this hiftory, fhews, ' That if 

* Hector Boethius did not forge all the names of the 

< pretended firft race of Scottifh Kings, from Fer- 
' gusl. to Fergus II., yet he did infert many things 
' contrary to the ancient genealogy in John de For- 
' don, 1. 10. c. 2. And that finding the fucceflion 
1 of thofe Kings very fhort and meagre, he fet him- 
' felf to make up what he found defective, and to put 
c it together under the names of Veremundus and 
' Cornelius Hibernicus, or others ; out of thefe 

* he framed a long feries or catalogue of Kings, and 
e filled up the ftory of thefe Kings, not out of their 
c old annals (as far as yet appears) but in a great 
c meafure out of his o-zvn invention (*)..' Elfewhere 
he calls him, ' A man who ftands out at nothing (**), 

and c the Geoffrey of Scotland (f).' By the by, 

I muft obferve that Bifhop Lloyd having in the 
courfe of his book reprefented Hector Boethius's 
long fucceflion of Scottifh monarch s, from Fergus 
to Congallus incluflve, as a mere fiction ; Sir George 
Mackenzie publifhed (27) a violent and not very 
mannerly anfwer, in titled, ' A Defence of the Anti- 
' quity of the Royal Line of Scotland ;' wherein he 
highly blames the Bifhop for having * cut off forty-four 
4 Kings, and expofing on a pillory as forgers the many 
4 and grave Scot ch hiftorians (28). Nay> Sir George 

* admires, that any of the fubjects of Great Bri- 
' tain did not think it a degree of Lefe Majefty (29), 

* to injure and fhorten the Royal line of their Kings 
6 (30).' But certainly fuch a conduct is monftrous'; 
for all learned men muft know, that there is a fabu- 
lous part in the hiilory of every nation ; which to un- 
dertake 


(19) Sci the 
note [£]. 


(10) Hid. of 
the Government 
of the Church, 
as it was in 
Great Eritain 
and Ireland, 
when they firft 
received the 
Chriftian Reli- 
gion, Lond. 
1684, S1/0. 

(21) Pdge 15. 

(22) lb, p. 151. 

(23) Jb. p. 15a. 
See y oflius de 
Hiltoricis Lati- 
nis, edit. 1624, 
4to, p. 615. 

(24) Ib. p. 149. 

(25) Preface, 
p. 26. 


(26) Fordcn was 
no Monk, fays 
Sir Gcnrge Mac- 
kenzie, Defence, 
&?c. p. 34. 
See Mr.Hearne's 
edit, of that au- 
thor. 


(*) Preface to 
Origines Britan - 
nicaf, p. 1 1. 16. 

Ibid. p. xli. 
(f) Orig. Brit, 
p. 64. 


(27) Edinburgh, 

16S5, gv»: 


(2S) Letter to 
the Earl of Pe th 
at the b-gi'nnirg 
of the Defence, 
p. 4. 

(29) A kind cf 
hi^h-treafon. 
( 30) Hid, p, 1 i. 
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was owing to that natural partiality and antipathy which reigned then between the 
Scotch and Englifh nations. Befides his Hiftory of Scotland, our author publifhed 
the Lives of the Bifhops of Aberdeen [F], juft hinted at before. As to his character, 
he was a great matter of claffical and polite learning, well (killed in Divinity, Philo- 
fophy, and Hiftory ; but fomewhat credulous, and much addicted to the belief of le- 
gendary ftories. With regard to his other accomplifhments, he was difcreet, genteel, 
well-bred, attentive, generous, affable, and courteous (/). We fhali take notice of a 
miftake committed by Bifhop Lloyd, that has lbme relation to our author [G] ; and 
for which that Prelate hath been feverely cenfured. 


(31) Fragm. 
B»iran Defer. 
foJ. 32, &c. 


{32) Fpift.Anno 
1530, in Vit. 
Eiafmi. 


dertake to defend, fhews extreme weaknefs and ig- 
norance ; as to abufe thofe who ridicule it, is the 
height of petulancy and madnefs. Accordingly, tke 
Bifhop was foon after vindicated with great wit and 
fmartnefs by Dr. Stillingfleet, in the preface to his 
Origines Britannica, juit now mentioned. - But to re- 
turn ; the lait author I mail mention, who condemns 
H. Boethius's hiftory, is Humphrey Lhuyd our emi- 
neat Englilh Antiquary; and he looks upon the 
whole hiftory to be nothing elfe but a heap of lies and 
fables from beginning to end, as appears from the 
following epigram of his (31). 

He&oris hiflorici tot quot mendacia quxris ; 

Si vis ut numerem (lector amice) tibi : 

Idem me jubeas fluftus numerare marinos, 

Et liquidi ftellas dinumerare poli. 

•> 

[£] And as much magnified by others.] Erafmus, 
who was intimately acquainted with him, fays in one 
of his epiitles, ' That he was a man of an extraordi- 
■ nary and happy genius, and of great eloquence.' 
Vir fingular is ingenii foelicitatis, & facundi oris. And 
elfewhere (32), ' that he knew not what it was to 

* lye.' Mr. William Gordon, in a letter of his to 
the univerfity of Aberdeen, at the beginning of the 
Hiftory, tells them, * That they had much reafon to 

* rejoice, in that the Hiftory of their nation, written 

* in a moft eloquent ftyle, faithfully and learnedly, 

* had been fir ft publifhed by their univerfity.* And 
fays, that 4 Boethius was a man excellently well 

* fkilled in all the Sciences.' Plurimum <vobis gau- 
dendum exifiimo, quod nofiree gent is hijloria differ tijjimo 
fiylo, fideliter, at que erudite conferipta ex nofira Aber- 
donenji literaria ofiicina primum prodierit in lucem, — 
[Boethius] *vir in omni PhiloJ ophite genere ap prime eru- 
ditus, &c. — John Ferrier or Ferrerius, who continued 
this hiftory, fays (33), c That Boethius was a man of 
1 great accomplifhments and fingular learning, who 
4 tranfmitted to pofterity the noble and brave actions 

* of the Scottifh Kings and nation.' Heclor Boethius 
<uir ornatijfimus, iff Jingulari doclrina praditus, qui 
r eg urn <veJlrorum iff Scot tea gent is res clariffime Jujceptas, 
iff fortijfime geftas memoria ad pofieritatem tradidit. 
Paul us Jovius, Bifhop of Nocera, in his defcription 
of Britain, fpeaking«of our author, fays, that 1 he 

* wrote the hiftory of the Scottifh Kings down to 

* K. James III., with remarkable eloquence, and 
' equal diligence ;' injigni facundia, £if pari diligentia. 
Buchanan, though he frequently criticizes upon him, 
and takes notice of his faults (34), yet owns, that 
' he was not only remarkable for his knowledge in 
' polite literature above what was common in his 
' time, but alfo that he was a man of fingular hu- 

* manity and courteoufnefs.' — Non folum artium libe- 
ralium cognitione, fupra quam ilia ferebant tempora in- 
Jignem ; fed humanitate Ci? comitate fngulari praditum 

(3O Lib. ii. fub (35). — Finally, Archbifhop Spotifvvood, in his Hif- 
finem. 


(33) InEpifh 
Dedicat. ad Jac 
Betoun, ut fu- 


(34} Lib. i. 8c ii, 
Rerum Scoticar, 
&c. 


tory of the Church of Scotland (36), fpeaking of 
our author, fays, that ' he was a great philofopher, 
1 and much commended by Erafmus for his eloquence 
€ and felicity of Ingine (37) ; yet is he traduced by 
' fome of the Englifh writers for a fabulous and par- 
f tial Hiftorian ; but they who like to perufe his 

* Hiftory will perceive, that this is fpoken out of 

* pafTion and malice, and not upon any juft caufe.' 
However it is not the Englifh writers alone that call 
him a fabulous Hiftorian, for Gerard Voffius owns 
(38), that he has put many fables into his Hiftory — 
fabulas mult as hijloria immijeuit. 

[F] The Lives of the Bijhops of Aberdeen.] Under 
this title, Vita Epifcoporum Murthlacenfeum & Aber- 
donenfium. Parif. 1522, 4/0. He begins at Beanus, 
the firft Bifhop of that See, and ends at Gawin Dun- 
bar, who was Bifhop when the book came out. A 
third part of the whole is fpent in the life of Bifhop 
Elphinfton, for whofe fake the work was undertaken. 
But there is in the King's college at Aberdeen a va- 
luable original Chartulary of Charters, Grants, iffc. 
which would furnilh a better hiftory of the Bifhops of 
that See than that of our author's, which upon the 
whole is but lame and imperfect (39). 

[ G ] W,e Jhall take notice of a mijlake committed by 
Bijhop Lloyd \ &c] And we fhall give it the reader 
in his own words (40). — ' After the fucceffion from 
1 Fergus was publifhed by HeSlor Boethius, it feems it 

* was not then believed by the learned men of his 

* own nation. For Polidore Virgil tells us (41), 
' that when Hector's book was newly come forth, 
4 Gawen Douglas, Bifhop of Dunkeld, warned him 

* of it, and earneftly prayed him not to follow that 

* hiftory in writing of the Scottifh manners. And 
' that Bifhop gave him another account of their ori- 

* ginal.' — Upon which Sir Geo. Mackenzie animad- 
verts in the following words (42): — * And whereas 
4 the Bifhop of St. Afaph [Dr. Lloyd] to Men the 

* credit of Boethius, relates, that Bijhop Gavin Do*v- 
1 glas ad<vifed Polidor Virgil ?tot to follow his hijlory. 

* Polidor Virgil himfelf is appealed to, where there 

* is no mention of Boethius at all, nor could it 
c be ; for Polidor regrets that Gavin Dovvglas died 
1 anno 1520 (43), whereas Boethius was not publifhed 

* till 1526, and Boethius himfelf informs 115(44), 

* that the records, from which he formed hi^hiftory, 

* were fent him from Icolmkill, anno 1525, and no 
4 fooner.' — Polydore Virgil's words are,— fofiea fum- 
me rogavit, ut ne hijloriam paulo ante a quod am fuo 

Scoto di<vulgatam fequerer, It was undoubtedly 

John Major that was meant, whofe hiftory of Scot- 
land was publifhed in 1520 (49). Obferve likewife, 
that whereas Sir George Mackenzie fays Gavin Dow- 
glas died in 1520, Polydore Virgil exprefsly fays it 
was in MDXXI (46). See Dr. Stillingfleet's preface 
to his Origines Britannic a (47). M. 


CO Mackenzie, 
ubi fuf ra, \> m 

45 V & Balc 
Scriptorum 
B i anniae Cen- 
tuna xiv. No. 
61. 

(36) Rookii. 
p. 63. 

f 37) ' e. Wit or 
Ingenuity : aa 
old Scutuih 
word. 


(f) Foffiugde 
Hiftoricis Lati- 
nis, ubi fupta* 


fJJWood, Atb« 
Oxon. edit. 
172 r, Vol. ii. 
eoJ. 19. 


BOLTON, or BOULTON (Edmund), an ingenious writer, and Antiquarian, 
in the beginning of the XVIIth century, was a retainer to the great George Villiers, 
Duke of Buckingham, under whom he probably enjoyed fome office (a). He was a Ro- 
man Catholic (b) : and diftinguilhed himfelf by his feveral curious writings j which are 
as follow: 1. € The Life of King Henry II/ intended to be inferted in Speed's Chronicle ; 
but the author being found to favour too much the haughty carriage of Thomas Bec- 
ket, another life was written by Dr. Barcham (c). 2. < The Elements of Armories, 
Lond. 1610, 4/0/ 3. A poem upon the tranflation of the body of Mary Queen of 
Scots, from Peterburgh to Weftminfter-abbey, in i6i2[^f]. 4. An Englifh tranfla- 
tion of Lucius Florus's Roman Hiftory. 5. c Nero Caefar, or Monarchic depraved. 
c An hiftoricall worke, dedicated with leave to the Duke of Buckingham, Lord-Ad- 
' miral/ Lond. 1624, fol. This book, which contains the life of the Emperor Nero, 


(39) Bifton Ni. 
colfon, ubi fupra, 
f< 57. 

(40) Preface, 
&c. as above, 
p. 3 S, 39. 

(41) Hiftor. An- 
glican, lib. iii. 
p. 71. e ! »t. 
Lugd. Batav. 

it 94, 81/0. 


(42) Defence, 
&c. as above, 
p. 30, 31. 


(43) It was 
1521. See Po- 
ly d. Virg. p, 73. 

(44) Lib. vii. 


(45) See Dr. 
Mackenzie, 
Lives, as 
above, Preface 
to vol. ii. p. vit. 
See alfo p. 315. 
345- 

(46 J ubi fufra, 
P. 73 

(47) Page liv. 


(a) See Epiftle 
Dedicatory at 
the beginning of 
his Nero Cieiar. 


(c) The Surfeit 
to A. B.C. 
Lond. 1656, 
limOj quoted 
by A. Wood, 
ibid. 

See alfo Vol. i. 
col. 530. 


[A] A poem upon the tranflation of the body of Mary ftlica ; and is extant in manufcript in the Cottonian 
Queen of Scots, &c] It is intitled, Frofopopoda Ba- library (1), having never been printed. W. Tltus ' A * 
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(*} In Septem- 
ber. 


is printed in a neat and elegant manner, and adorned with feveral valuable and curious 
medals. As it is the moft confidgrable work of our author, it will be proper to give 
fome account of it ; efpecially as it is not very common. The whole is divided into 
fifty-five chapters, in fome of which are introduced curious remarks and valuable ob-^ 
fervations [#]. In chap. xii. he fliows, how Nero devifed to go beyond all examples, 
in making mankind beholden to him, by abolifliing the taxes upon the portage, or fale, 
of wares. But he was diverted from it, by its being reprefented to him, that thofe 
payments were among the finews of the ftate, and that it was no more poflible for 
Rome to have fubfifted, had thofe returns of fupply been withdrawn, than for a good 
hufband to hold all together, where receipts do infinitely undergo expences. In the 
xvth he afligns the reafons which induced that unnatural monfter, Nero, to refolve the 
death of his own mother Agrippina; namely, in order to bring about his marriage with 
his concubine Poppoea Sabina, which Agrippina oppofed, out of regard to his wife 
O&avia ; and alfo, for fear the fame Agrippina, who was heir general to Auguftus 
Caefar, fhould wreft from him the empire, as fhe fometimes threatened to do. Next 
he defcribes, how Nero contrived her deftru&ion, by feafting her at Baire, and putting 
her on board a trap-galley, the cabin whereof was lb made as to fall at once with her 
into the water; but this wicked deiign mifcarried, and fhe was faved by the afliftance 
of her own fervants, who jumped into the water, defpifing death and danger. In the 
xxivth and xxvth chapters, he gives a large account of the revolt in Britain again ft the 
Romans, under the conduft of Boadicia [C], which he introduces with a recapitulation 
of the affairs in Britain, from the Romans firft entrance under Julius Crefar, till that 
revolt under Nero. The battle in which that brave heroine was defeated, he fuppofes 
was fought (*) on Salifbury-plain between two woods (d) ; and he further fuppofes that f4H mI *« 
fhe was buried in that plain, and that Stonehenge, or Stonage, was eredled for her mo- P * 
nument [£)]. In the xxviiith, he fhows v/hen Nero firft came upon the common ftage, 
namely, in the tenth year of his reign ; and gives a print of his feal, on which was 
reprefented the ftory of Marlyas. Topleafe, as the author obferves, the meaner fort of 
people, was the poor chief point of his policy, in thus appearing upon the ftage : For 
in their affeftions he repofed his fafety, and in their applaufe his glory. The xxixth is 
an account of the burning of Rome by Nero's order; in which he takes occafion to 
defcribe the prodigious bignefs of that city. As Auguftus left it, it was comprifed 
within a wall of TsXmo^i fourteen miles in circuit, enlarged afterwards to fifty> under the 
Emperor Aurelian. But that fpacious body, and the fuburbs thereof, might rather 
feem a whole country fuper-edified, than only a city. For the buildings ran out above 
thirty miles one way, and from the military pillar fixed in the Roman Forum, as a 
center of meafure, a line of feventy thoufand paces would not have included the Prae- 
torian camp, and the farthermoft houfes. Her increafe of habitations was fo manifold, 
that the /even and thirty gates thereof, could not let in more ; and fhe had fuburbs, 
which anfwered in quantity to fo many feveral cities. For, to Oftia, the port of Rome, 
and mouth of Tiber, the banks were covered with buildings, twelve miles outright 
one way. He farther takes notice that the fire of Rome began the 21ft day of July, 
the very day on which it had, many centuries before, been facked and burned by the 
Gauls ; and continued nine days. Chap, xxxvi. treats of the Eaft-Indian trade in Nero's 


(2) Page 84. 

(3) Page 90. 

(4) Page 95- 

(5) P a S e 11 5- 


(6) Pagei34> 

See Camden s 
Britan. edit. 
1722, Vol. i. 
p. cxix. 

(7) P^gc 99- 


(8) In hi^ Bri- 
tannia, edit. 
Lond. 1722, fol. 
Vol. i. col, zzo. 


[B] In fome of which are introduced curious remarks, 
&o] For inftance : That the tower built by Cali- 
gula, was not at Brittenhuis, as is commonly fup- 
pofed, but at Cher burg, or Boulogne (2) : That the 
Roman (landing forces in Britain, were not above 
40,000 men (3) : That the poll-money paid through- 
out the Roman empire, was but about fix-pence per 
head (4) : That the name of London occurs firft in an- 
cient authentic writers about the time of Boadicea's 
revolt (5). And he fuppofes it is denoted by that 
coin of Britanntcus in Camden's Britannia, the re- 
verfe of which he reads thus after S trad a, Metropolis 
Etimenri Ba. Lo. The metropolis of King Etimi- 
nieus London (6). 

[C] Under the conduB of Boadicia.] The author 
obferves (7), that her name is varioufly written, name- 
ly, in Tacitus, Boodicia, Boudicea, and Voadica ; in 
Dio, Bounduica ; and perhaps in Camden's Britifh 
Monies, Bcduo. 

[Z)j He fuppofes, that Jhe was buried in Salifbury- 
Plain, and that Stonehenge, or Stonage, was ereBed 
for her monument .] This he grounds upon that pafTage 
of Dio, where it is faid, 1 That the Britons enterred 
* her pompoufly, or with much magnificence/ which, 
as he imagines, cannot be better verified than by af- 
iigning thefe orderly irregular, and formlefs uniform 
heaps of maflive marble to her everlafting remem- 
brance. Various have been the hypothefes and con- 
jectures of learned men, about the occafion and an- 
tiquity of this wild kind of ftructure, as it is termed 
by Mr. Camden (if). For, befides what Mr. Boulton 

Vot. II. 


thought of it; 1. Mr. Sammes, in his Britannia, 
fancied, that it was a work of the Phoenicians ; 
2. Inigo Jones, Efq; (9), and Mr. John Webb (10), 
that it was a temple of the Tufcan order, built by 
the Romans to the God Cesium, ox Terminus ; 3. Ma- 
ny of our Hiftorians, that it was the burial-place of 
Uther Pendragon, Conftantine, Ambrofms, and other 
Britifh Kings ; or, according to others, that it was 
erected by Ambrofius, or his brother Ucher, with the 
help of Merlin, the Mathematician, in memory of 
the Britons flain there by treachery, in a conference 
with the Saxons. 4. Dr. Charlton (11), That it was 
a Danifh monument, erected either for a burial-place, 
or as a trophy for fome victory, or for the election 
and coronation of their Kings. 5. Some have main- 
tained, that it was an old triumphal Britifh monu- 
ment, erected to Anaraith, the goddefs of Victory, 
after a bloody battle won by the illuftrious Stanings, 
and his Cangic giants, again ft Divitiacus and his 
Belgse(i2). 6. Finally, others have ailerted, that 
it was a temple of the Druids, long before the coming 
in of the Romans (13). This opinion, which is the 
moft probable, hath been embraced, and very well 
explained, by Mr. Toland, in his 1 Specimen of a 
1 Critical Hillory of the Celtic Religion (14) He 
there fuppofes Stonehenge to have been a cathedral 
of the Druids. See alfo Mona Antiqua Reftaurata, 
by H. Rowlands, Dublin, 1723, 4/0. and « An Ac- 
* count of Jerfey,' by'Ph. Falle, EsV, Lond. 1724. 
2d edit. 2<uo. ' ™ 


(g) In, Tve moft 
notable Antiquity 
of Great Britain, 
hfc. reftored, 
Lond. 1655. fol. 
( 10) In his V\n+ 
dication of St one<~ 
benge rejlorcd^z* 
Lond. 1665, flU 


(11) In his Oho* 
rea Gigantum, 
&c. Load. 1663, 
4/0. 


(12) See Cam- 
den, itbi [uf>ra, 

Cul. 123. 

(13) J. Aubrey's 
Mo n amenta 
Britanntca. 
{14) Printed in 
Vol. i. of Col- 
lection of his 
Pofthumous 
Pieces, &c. 
Lond.i726,3w. 
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time; which was then carried on, not by the Cape of Good* Hope, but fome way up 
the river Nile, and from thence by caravans over land to the Red-fea, and fo<o the 
Indian ocean. The ready coin carried yearly from Rome upon that account, amounted, 
according to Pliny's computation, to above three hundred thoufand pounds iteriing. 
And the ufual returns in December or January, yielded in dear gain an hundred for 
one. For, as the author obferves, thofc oriental nations did always underftand the ufe 
and value of our mints, and were fo happy in the follies of the Weft, that while they 
fat in quiet at home, they were fought unto from the fartheft coafts by fea and land, 
through all forts of perils, to receive for their ftiadowy fuperHuities, our fubftantial pay- 
ments. In chap, xliv, he relates Nero's attempt, to cut through the Corinthian Ifth- 
mus. And in the xlviith, how he caufed the choice Antiquities* and all the prime 
monuments of the Greeks, to be brought away to Rome. At the end of this book, 
there is a fmall tra£t of eight leaves, intitled, € An Hiftorical Parallel % or, A Demon- 
« ftration of the notable eddes, for the more ufe of Life, betweene reading large baft 
< tories, and briefe ones, how excellent foever, as thofe of Lucius Florus. Hereto- 
• fore, privately written to my good and noble friend Endymion Porter, Efq* one of 
f the Gentlemen of the Prince's bed-chamber/ The occafion of that trad was this 5 • 
The author having, in his epiftle dedicatory to Lucius Florus, afierted, that 4 Epi- 
1 tomes are in truth no better than anatomies/ he demonftrates the truth of it* by a 
it) Lib.H. parallel between the feveral accounts given by L. Florus (e)> and Polybius 0g of the ff) Uh Sft 
ca *- 6 - famous battle between Flannibal and P. C. Scipio. From whence he obferves, that 

Florus gives us, in proper words, the flowers and tops of noble matter; but Polybius 
fets the things themfelves, in all their neceflary parts, before our eyes. And con- 
cludes, that the oddes between an epitome and a jult hiflory are evidently as great as be- 
tween the contents of a chapter, and the chapter itfelf: And therefore, that alifpacious 
mindes, attended with the felicities of means and leiiure, will fly-them as bane. 6. Be- 
fides the books above mentioned, Mr. Boulton hath written, < Vindici* Eritannica> or 
■ London righted by refcues and Recoveries of antiquities of Britain in general, and of 
f London in particular, againft unwarrantable prejudices, and hiftorical antiquations 
c amongft the learned ; for the more honour, and perpetual juft ufes of the noble ifland 
( and the city [£]/ It confifts of feven chapters. In the firft, he treats f of London 
( before the Britann rebells fackt and fired it in hatred and defiance of Nero/ In the 
fecond he fhows, that 4 London was more great and famous in Nero's days, than that 
9 it fhotild be within the delcription, which Julius C^far makes of a barbarous Britann 
c town in his days/ In the third, he proves, c that the credit of Julius Ca j lar's wri- 
f tings may fubfift, and yet London retain the opinion of utmoft antiquity/ In the 
fourth, 6 the fame fundamental aflertion is upholden with other, and with all forts of 
c arguments or reafons/ The fifth bears this title, 4 The natural face of the feat of 
€ London (exaftly defcribed in this fe&ion) molt fufficiently proved, that it was moft 
1 antiently inhabited, always pre-fuppofing reafonable men in Britain.' The fixth con- 
tains € a copious and ferious difquifnion about the old book of Brute \_F] y and of the 
c authority thereof, efpecially fo far forth as concerns the prefent cauie of the honour 
4 and antiquity of London, fundamentally neceflary in general to our national hiftory** 
The laft chapter is intitled, * fpecial, as well hiftorical, as other, illuftrations, for the 
€ ufe of the coy?s in my Nero Cadar, concerning London in and before that time/ 
7. Mr. Boulton was alfo author of f hypercritica, or a Rule of Judgment for writing 
c or reading our hiftories. Delivered in four fupercenforian addrefles by occafion 
c of a cenforian epiftle, prefixed by Sir Henry Savile, Knt. to his edition of fome 
f of our oldeft hiftorians in Latin, dedicated to the late Queen Elizabeth. That 
c according thereunto, a complete body of our affairs, a Corpus Return dnglicarum may 
c at laft, and from among ourfelves, come happily forth in cither of the tongues. A 
c felicity wanting to our nation, now when even the name thereof is as it w T ere at an 

It was not a Britifh or a Cornifh Tre or town, but a 
Kaer or cily ; nor fimply aKai'r or city, but a Dinas % 
the feat of a fovereign Prince, the feat of a Palace- 
Royal, as the lait fyllables of Lond'umm (formed out 

c l D/'nas, a palace) dombft unquellionably teftify. - 

Then -he mentions the feveral names, which London 
hath borne 4 1. any time ; namely, Trc-Nant, i.e. the 
town in the valley ; Troy-No^ant, i. e. New Tn v ; 
Ka'cr-Lud^ i.e. Lud's city ; DitiasBelin, i.e. IMin's 
pjilace ; Lban Dian, i.e. Diana's fane or tern; h ; 
Lbotig Dinium, i. e. th : city or palace-royal oi ih\?s : 
And under the Romans, Augufta Britatmorum, vv Tri* 
nob ant urn. 

[F] Tbe old book of Brute,'] That is, the ftorv of 
Brutus's commg to Britain (faid to be fo denominated 
from him) t WixK his Trojan . Ti.is matter, win is 
gqneraljy looked upon as fabulous, is tieatcd of at 
Jar"c by Geoffrey of Monmouth, and f r m him by 
raqft of our Chroniclers. Some truth there may be in 
Geoffrey's book, but the main of it is unannnoufly 
condemned as fedtitipus. j 

with 2 ditch and ( < j 

a rampart. CtlUg 


(15) See General 
Dictionary, un- 
der the Atticlc 
BOLTON, 
Vol. iii. p. 466. 


(16) Comment, 
de Bello Gallic, 
lib. v. c. it, oj>- 
fidum autem Brl- 
tanm t vocant y 
quam Si/vas \m- 
f edit as *vallo at- 
que foJJ'a mu ic 
runt, i.e. what 
the Britons calJ a 
5"<?7tm, is a thick 
wood fenced 


[E] Vindicid! Britannica, or Londo7i rigbted, WV.] 
This book was never printed, though prepared by 
the author for the prefs. A copy of tt, written very 
accurately in a thin folio of forty-five pages, was in , 
the porTeifion of Hugh Howard, Efcj; (15). In an 
advertifement to the reader, at the beginning of the 
book, Mr. Boulton obferves, that though thde icven 
chapters of hiftorical and antiquarian paradoxes, are 
wholly written in explication, defence, and full ac- 
cpmplifhment of that, which is printed in the hifto-i 
rical work of Nero Cafar, concerning the ftate of 
Britain and London ; yet they are made, of them- 
felves, a body entire and independent, without the 
abfolute neceffity of having both the books together. 
His chief defign in this book is to (hew, * That Lon- 

* don, the greateft, beft, and mod renowned city of 
' the greatell and beft ifland of the whole Atlantic 

* ocean, or of the univerfal world, was far more great 
« and famous in Nero's days, than that it fhould be- 
1 within the defcription, which Julius Ca;far makes 

* (16; of a barbarous Britann town in his days.' 
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c end [G].' 8. Moreover, it appears, that our author intended to compofe, f A Ge- 
neral Hiftory of England, or an entire and complete Body of Englifh Affairs [//]. 
9. And there is extant in the Cottonian Library, < the contents, or draught of a book, 
1 intituled, Azon Her 'oicus, or concerning arms and armories, by Edmund Bolton (g) [/].' & ****** 
■** 10. He EtI * 7 ' 


[G] Hypercritica, or a Rule of Judgment, &c] This 
fmail piece, which is often mentioned with applaufe 
by A. Wood, in his Athenae Oxonienfes, was pub- 
limed by Dr. Anthony Hall, at the end of Nicolai 
Tr'weti Annalium Continuation ut 13 Adami Murimu- 
ibenfis Chronicon, Sec. Oxon. 1722, 8<vo. In his pre- 
face, the Doctor ftyles Mr. Boulton, * a confiderable 

* perfon,' and ' a very learned man.' 
[//] Moreover, it appears, that our author intended 

to compofe a General Hiftory of England, &c] This he 
intimates at the conclufion of his Hypercritica. — — 

* I clofe up this argument with this final admonition 

* to niyfelf, or to whofoever elfe doth meditate the 

* Herculean, and truly noble labour of compofing an 

* entire and complete body of Englifh affairs, a Cor- 

* pus rerum Anglicanarum, a General Hiftory of Eng- 

* land; to which not only the exquifite knowledge 
c of our own matters is altogether neceflary, but of 

* all other our neighbours whatfoever, yea of all the 

* world; for where our arms and armies have not 

* been, our arts and navies have.' 
[/] Concerning arms and armories, by Edmund 

Bolton.] 

Contents, or a draught of a book, intituled, Agon 
Heroicus, by Edmund Bolton. 

AGON HEROICUS. 

1. How to reduce honor and arms to better efti- 
mation than euer heretofore. 

2. Of places according to the known qualitie of 
parties, as they are of uirtue, or parts of minde. 

3. Of the Englifh CrofTe, and of S. Georg. 

4. The empire of virtue, and learning aduanced by 
the fludies of honor and antiquitie. 

5. Excellent benefits comming to euery good go- 
uernment, and perfon by the lludies of honor and 
antiquitie. 

6. The antient myfterie of antient Maiefties cere- 
al onie. 

7. Whither apprentifefhip extinguimcth gentrie. 

8. Of antient feals, and coigns, and of fuch as de- 
face moniments of honor and arms. 

9. Of fuch as ufurp titles of gentrie, and notes of 
honor. 

1 o. Of reuiuing publick reherfals of our works bee- 
fore they goe to the prefTe, or pafle our hands. 

11. On beehalf of Brute, Monmouth's founder of 
the Britann Monarchie. 

12. Of Heathen Theologie among the Britanns and 
Saxens. 

13. Of grants of arms. 

id.. Of Letters Patents, and other authentick in- 
ftruments among the antient Englifh. 

15. Of Jofeph of Arimathea, and the Abbie of 
Glaftenberie. 

16. Of Lucius, firfl Chriftian King of our land, 
and of S. Alban, firft martyr of die fame. 

17. That the lludies of honor and antiquitie, are 
not uoluptuarie, Cain, or felicitated in the fenfes. 

18. That no nature is good, which doth not uehe- 
mently incline to them. 

19. Of Conflantinus Magnus, and of his mother 
S. Helen. 

20. Of the principal glorie of the Britann world, 
London. 

21. Of Merlin, and his prophefies. 

22. Of the mofl renowned ARTH VR. 

23. Of antient Englifh cheualrie. 

24. Of Englifh wins, and authors, with cenfures 
upon the cheif. 

25. How the cheif care and affignation of armories 
came to bee a part of the crown-rights, or royal of- 
fice, and why. 

26. Of the law of arms as part of the lawes of na- 
ture and of nations. 

27. Of gentlemen of bloud, and of name, and of 
arms, difiinclly. 

28. Of fuperfcriptions, falutations, compliments in 
antiquitie among us, and of this Hemiftichium in the 
Satyrift, 

gaudent praenomine moHes. 
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29. Of old alligeance. 

30. Of praife and glorie for witt or learning. 

31. Whither euer any Englifhman attained to 'the 
heighth of commendation in any kinde of ftudie. 

32. Of mechanical confpiracies in London again ft 
the aduancement and enrichment of the learned out of 

theyr own labours. 

33. Of coat-armours in England, and theyr ule. 

34. Of the ftudie of the old Britann, Scotifh, 
Piaim, Saxon, Mannifh, Cornifh, Wefhford, and 
Irifh tongues. « 

35. Of Robin Hood, and other famous outlawes. 

36. Of antient inuentions appertaining to magnifi- 
cence among us. 

37. Of the Hiftorie of England, and of many late 
ignoble writers in that right noble fubjeft, with 
cenfures upon them. m 

38. Of affuming new coats for antient, upon dii- 
lykes to their arguments, cr forms. 

39. Whither the whole perfon of a man or woman 
may regularlie bee born in armeries, being difalowed 
Imprefes. 

40. Whither the poetical bodies of a Sphynx, a 
Pegafus, a Gryfon, a Centaur, a Syren, an Argus, a 
Gorgon, &c. may regularlie bee born in armories. 

41. Whither antient heralds or heraldric, were 
more exact and artificious than the modern. 

42. Whither the lludies of honor and antiquitie bee 
among thofe of that wifdome, which fcripture prefers 
aboue riches. 

43. Whither according to the accedence of armo- 
ries the L. Paget's coat bee a Quadrate roial, and what 
a Quadrate is. 

44. That to honor, and pleafe God, to the glorie 
and fplendor of Prince and countrey, _ is the fupreme 
caufe of the fludies of Honor and Antiquitie. 

45. How this fentence of Salomon, 

Fecit Deus hominem rectum, fed ipfe fe infinitis 
mifcuit quaeftionibus, 

is to bee fenfed for our prefent purpofe. 

46. That the natural rectitude mentioned therein is 
only to be magiftratized by the fludies of Honour and 
Antiquitie, in order to God. 

EDMUND BOLTON. 

Appendix ad Heroicum Agonem. 

1. Of mere Materiators, enemies of flyle, and 
of mere Logodedalifts, or phrafe-wrights, enemies of 
matter. 

2. That it is more profitable for uirtue among us 
to found a college for the ftudies of Honor and Anti- 
quitie of Britann, then to erect a Librarie as bigg as 
K. Ptolomes. 

3. That the fphears of Cyclopedia move within the 
circle of Philarchaea. 

4. That it would fupply the defect of a center's 
office in the policie of our countrey, if the antient 
courfes for noting coat armours with marks of bearers 
uices were recalled (17). 

EDMUND BOLTON. 

* # * rA farther account of the writers who have 
treated' concerning Stonehenge may be feen in Mr, 
Gough's Anecdotes of Britifh Topography (18). This 
flupendous monument of antiquity hath afforded 
much fcope for fpeculation and conjecture : but we 
fhall not enter upon the fubjeel at prefent, as it will 
occur under various articles, and particularly that of 
Stukeley. 

We cannot but exprefs our approbation of Mr. Bol- 
ton's opinion concerning Epitomes of Hiftory : and 
the fame obfervation might be extended to other 
objeds of knowledge. Abridgments and fhort views 
of facts and fciences may, indeed, have their utility. 
They may ferve, for inftance, at the beginning of our 
entering upon any ftudy, as^ a kind of text, to point 
out the courfe of our enquiries ; and, when we have 
gained a full acquaintance with a fubjeft, they may, 
occafionally, be helpful in recalling it to memory. 
But nothing can be more pernicious than making them 
the only fources of information : and the numerous 

publication* 


(17) BiUl. Cot- 
ton. Fauftina, 
E. i. 7, fol. 63, 


(18) P.530- 
534- 
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BOND. BONNELL. 


10. He alfo wrote c The Life of the Emperor Tiberius The time and place of (&) ttt%Ui*> 

our author's death are unknown. 


(r) Wood, A- 
then. Oxon, Vol. 
i. co*. 


publications of this kind, which have appeared of 
late years, while they have promoted a general and 
fuperficial knowledge of things, have done very little 
fervice to the interefts of found literature. No part 
of learning or fcience can be well underftood, or 


M. 


make a deep and lafting imprefiion upon the mind, 
unlefs it hath gone through that accurate and minute 
examination which arifes from various and extenfive 
reading, and from clofe and diligent refearches.] K. 


forms us of, in 
his NeioCiefar, 
p. 82. 


BOND (John), a celebrated Grammarian of the XVIth century, was born In So- 
merfetfhire, and educated in Grammar learning at Winchefter fchool. In 1569, being 
then nineteen years of age, he was entered a ftudent in the univerfity of Oxford, where 
he became either one of the Clerks or Chaplains of New College, and was much noted 
for his great proficiency in academical learning. In 1573, he took the degree of Ba- 
chelor of Arts; and in 1579, that of Mafter; and foon after was promoted by the 
Warden and Fellows of New College, to the mafterfhjp of the free-lchool of Taun- 
ton St. Mary Magdalen in Somerfetfliire : in which ftation he continued many years, 
and taught fchool with fuch great fuccefs, that many of his Scholars proved afterwards 
eminent both in church and State. Being at length tired of the drudgery of a fchool, 
he turned his thoughts to the fludy of phyfic, though he had not taken any degree in 
that faculty, which he pra&ifed rather for diverfion than profit, and became very emi- 
nent therein. Mr. Bond died the third of Auguft, 161 2, poffefled of feveral lands 
and tenements in Taunton, Wilton near Taunton, and Newenton, and was buried [/f ] 
in the chancel of the church of Taunton (a). We have his Commentaries on Horace 
and Perfius [jS]. 


(a) WooiAt^ 
Oxon. Vol.i. 
col. 379. 


[J] — and vjas buried, &c] Over his grave 
was put the following Epitaph (1) : 

Qui Medrcus doftus, prudentis nomine clarus, 
Eloquii fplendor, Pieridumque decus, 

Virtutis cultor, pietatis vixit amicus, 
Hie jacet in tumulo; fpiritus alta tenet* 

In Engfijh; 
Skill* d in the healing art, for prudence famed, 

To crown vjhofe memory the Mufes love, 
Who lived to virtue and her friends a friend, 

Here lies in duft, his fpirit fours above. 

[B] We have his Commentaries on Horace and 
Perfius.'] His Horace has been feveral times printed, 
viz. Lend. 1606, Svo ; Han. 1621, %vo ; and Lugd. 


Eatav. 1653, %vv. His Perfius was printed at Lon- 
don, 1 6 14, in Svo, cum pofhumis Commentariis jfo- 
hannis Bond; i. e. * with the posthumous Commenta- 
* ries of Mr. John Bond.' It was published after the 
author's death by Roger Prowfe, who had married 
feis daughter Elizabeth (2), who, in the dedication to (2) Id. Bid. 
Dr. Montague, Bilhop of Bath and Wells, informs 
us, that his father-in-law had not put the laft hand 
to thefe Commentaries ; which may be the reafon of 
thofe confiderable defects, efpecially with regard to 
fome points of Hiltory and Philosophy, which M. 
Baillet tells us (3) are to be found in them. How- 
ever, this author's notes on Horace and Perfius are 
elteemed, as well as Farnaby's, on account of their 
concifenefs, and are chiefly ufed by the younger ftir- 
dents in our univerfities, and in mod fchools* B. 


(3) J> geroens 
des Savans, 
Tom. ij, a. 513. 
p. 241. 


BONNELL (James), a man of ftrift virtue and exemplary piety, was born at 
Genoa the 14th of November, 1653, being the fon of Samuel Bonnell, Merchant (a), (Z) Uki* 
who refided fome time at Genoa, and of Rebecca, daughter of Thomas Sayer, near fe% nn H a 
Norwich, Efq;. His grandfather was Daniel Bonnell of London, Merchant, and his 

milton, Lond. 

great-grandfather, Thomas Bonnell, a gentleman of good family near Ipres in Flan- 

ders, who, to avoid the Duke of Alva's perfecution, removed with his family illtO rnt " rfi comma- 

England, and fettled at Norwich, of which, before his death, he was chofen Mayor. nicale4 ' 

Samuel Bonnell, father of James Bonnell, being bred up under that eminent Merchant, 

Sir W. Courteen, Knt. applied himfelf to the Italian trade, at Leghorn and Genoa, 

with fuch fuccefs, that about 1649, he was worth at leaft 10,000/. and his credit much 

greater than his fortune. But both were foon impaired by feveral accidents, by o- rea t 

loffes at fea, and particularly by his zeal for King Charles IT., during his exile, and the 

reft of the Royal Family, whom he privately fupplied with large fums of money. 

About 1655, he removed with his family into England: And, at the Reftoration, on 

account of the fervices he had done the Royal Family, and as a compenfation (b) for (t) MemAn 

the large fums he had advanced them (which, it feems, were never repaid otherwife), 

there was granted him a patent to be Accompant General of the Revenue of Ireland, a 

place worth about 800/. a year ; his fon's life being included in the patent with his own 

But tins he was not long pofleffed of, for he died in 1664, leaving his fon, of whom I 

am now to fpeak, and one daughter. After James Bonnell had been inftrufted in 

the firft rudiments of learning at Dublin he was fent to Trym fchool, where he (<) J. 
was rminent for fweetnefs of temper, and for a molt innocent, gentle, and religious JT* E(<u 

(i) Hid P so fe h , aV r 10U u r - c A u f ? UrtC£ £ r?« ° f ag /' *? C kft that P lace > and was fcnt to a Pnvate 
p - Philofophy School in Oxfordfiure (d), kept by one Cole, who had formerly been 

Principal of St. Mary-hall in Oxford ; and ftaid there two vears and a half. But find- 
ing his matter was too remifs in matters of morality and religion, a thino- quite unfuit- 
able with his ftrift temper, and obferving, there were in that place all the dangers and 
vices of the univerfity, without the advantages, he removed to Catharine-hall in Cam- 
bridge, where he profecuted his ftudies with indefatigable diligence, and performed all 
his exercifes with general approbation. After taking his degrees in Arts, he removed 
into the family of Ralph Freeman of Afpeden-hall in Hertfordfhire, Efq; as tutor to 

2 his 


B O N N E L L. 


fr) Life of J. 
Bunnell, Efq; 


(g) Memoirs, 
ut fupra. 
Li fe of J. Bon- 
I, Ef 4i 


nell 
54 


p. 47. 


(4>) thid. p. 31. 
54. 71, &c. 
fi) Ibid* p. 71, 
7*. 


fmj Page 415, 


f nj His widow, 
in a Letter, 


Life, 
p. So. 
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his elded fon (^) ; and there continued till 1678, when, going with his pupil into Hol- 
land, he flayed about a year in Sir Leoline Jenkins's family, at Nimmegen. From Nim- 
megen he went in the EmbafTador's company through Flanders and Holland; and re- 
turning to England, continued with -his pupil till 1683, when Mr. Freeman was fent 
into France and Italy. In 1684, Mr. Bonnell went into France, and met Mr. Free- 
man at Lions ; and in his company vifited feveral parts of France. Leaving Mr. Free- 
man in France, he went direftly from thence into Ireland (f), and took his employ- (f) ibid. P , 30. 
ment of Accomptant-General into his own hands, which had, fince his father's death, 
been managed by others for his life. In the difcharge of it, he behaved in fo obliging 
a manner, and with fo much diligence and faithfulnefs, that he foon equally gained the 
efteem of the government, and the love of all who were concerned with him. During 
the troublefome reign of King James II., he neither unworthily deferted his employ- 
ment (g) y as others did ; nor came into the arbitrary and illegal meafures of the court; 
and yet was continued in his office [/f ], without his defiring it : which proved a great 
advantage to the Proteftant interelt in Ireland; fince, whatever he received out of his 
place, he liberally diftributed among the poor opprefTed Proteftants, taking all oppor- 
tunities to relieve the injured, and boldly pleading for them with thofe who were then 
in power. But though his place was very advantageous, and he had in it great op- 
portunities of doing good ; yet, either the weight of that employment, or his ill ftate 
of health, or elfe his den re of entering into holy orders (which he defigned for a con- 
fiderable time (£), but never effedled), made him refolve to quit it ; and he accord- 
ingly parted with it (/) to another perfon in 1693. In the whole courfe of his life (k) fk) Memoirs, 

he behaved in fo upright and worthy a manner that he was courted by his fuperiors, ub: f u P ra * 
and reverenced by his equals. For, with regard to piety, to juftice [fi] and charity, 
to fobriety and temperance, few have outdone him. His devotion, though very in- 
tenfe, was calm and governable, confined within the flri<fteft bounds of fobriety and 
reafon, and free from the leafl appearance of affectation {I). His charity was alfo very (0 Life of j. 
extenfive (?»), for he commonly gave away the eighth part of his yearly income to the £ 0 ™^ ElqJ 
poor [C]. And, for humility, meeknefs, and contempt of the world, he was a pattern 
to all. Nay, a perfon who had the beft opportunity of knowing him thoroughly, de- 
clares (#), c I can with truth fay, I never knew him do a thing, or heard him fay a 
* word, that I would have wifhed undone or unfaid, if he had died the next hour.' — 
He had, withal, an accuracy and exaclnefs in his judgment that few can equal (0). He (<>) Biftop of 
was m after of the accomplifhing, as well as neceflary parts of learning ; had thoroughly L^ t ^ n in C p r y e f # 
digefted the Greek and Roman authors, underftood French perfettly well, and had made to Mr. Bonneirt 
good progrefs in the Hebrew (p). In Philofophy and Oratory, he exceeded moft of LlU,p " xvlu 
his contemporaries in the univerfity ; and applied himfelf with good fuccefs to mathe- 
matics and mufic, In the courfe of his Itudies, he read feveral of the Fathers ; and 
tranflated fome parts of Synefius into Englifh [D]. This worthy perfon died of a ma- 
lignant fever, April 28, 1699, and was buried in St. John's church in Dublin (q). In ( q ) mj. p. j6. 
1693, he married Jane, daughter of Sir Albert Conyngham (r), by whom he had three (rj uj, P , 72. 
children ; of whom only one daughter furvived him, but fhe died not long after his 11% 
deceafe. A very neat monument of white marble was eredled to his memory [£], by 
his relidt, with an infeription given below in the note. 


[A] And yet was continued in his office. ~] Such an 
opennefs and fincerity mined in all his actions, fuch 
unlhakcn fidelity was his rule and guide, fo known an 
enemy was he to faction and intrigue, that he was not 
only free from blame, but even fufpicion ; and the 
enemies of his religion reverenced his perfon. Life of* 
jf. Bonnclly Efq; p. 39'. But it feems one reafon of 
his being continued in his employment was, becaufe 
at that time they could not be without his know- 
ledge, nor do without him, in the revenue. Ibid, 
p. 275. 

[£] To jufice, &c] He never knew what gratuity 
or reward meant, confining his gains entirely to his 
falary. Life, &c, p. 209. 

[C] He commonly gave away the eighth part of his 
yearly income, &c] He was eminent like wife for cha- 
rity towards thofe who differed from him in opinion. 

* Though no man was firmer to the Proteftant reli- 

* gion eftablilhed among us and more truly zealous 

* to fupport and enlarge it ; yet force and violence 

* he efteemed the unfittclt means in the \vorld to at- 

* tain that end. And he utterly condemned all per- 

* fecutions for religion, and violence to mens cori- 

* fciences. — His charity was fo generous and noble, 

* that it effectually fee lire d him from all narrownefs 

* of temper, and morofenefs of behaviour, towards 

* thofe who differed from him in opinion. He ufed 

* frequently to fay, that moft differences among 

* Chriftians were chiefly in words, and that their 

* fentiments were much nearer than their exprcfllons. 

* — The divifions which prevail among Chriftians he 

* heartily bewailed; he faw how much of pafllon and 
Vol. II. 


e worldly intereft there was in them, and how de- 

* ftruftive they were to piety and charity. But then 

* he confidered, that charity obliged him to look up- 
f on all Chriftians as his brethren, as children of the 

* fame father, and members of the fame family to 
c which he belonged, and confequently that he mull 

* not hate nor perfecute any of them ; that he ought 

* to lament their divifions, and do all that in hint 

* lay to heal their breaches and cure their animofniesj 
4 but ftill they had a right to his charity and to his 

* prayers.' Life of Bonnel, p. 222, 223. 225. 

[D] And tranflated fome parts of Synefius into Eng- 
lijh.) There is, however, nothing of his publifhed, 
but fome Meditations and Prayers infer ted in his life, 
and a Harmony of the Gofpels done by another handj, 
but reformed and improved by James BonHell, Efq; 
for his own ufe £ printed at London, for Jofeph 
Downing. 

[E] A *uery neat monument of white marble <ivat 
erecled to his memory, &c] At the top there is a buft 
of his head, underneath which are his arms* The 
infeription is as follows : 

P. M. S. 

Jaco6i Bonnelli armigeri, cujus exuvize una cum Pa- 
tris, et duorum filiorum Albert i et Samuelis, juxta fitse 
funt. Regibus Carolo z Ao Jacobo 2 d( * et Gulielmo 3 0 
erat a rationibus generalibus in Hibernia, temporibus 
licet incerti*. Dominis fidus, ab omni faclione im- 
munis, ncmini fufpeclus, omnibus charus. Nattts 
eft Novembris 14 0 1653, Patre Samuele, qui propter 
fuppetias Regiae familiae largiter exhibitas, officio 
computatoris generalis Fifci Hibernici Anno Domini 
5 K 1661, 
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1 66 1 , una cum Filio rermmeratus eft. Avo Daniele, 
Proavo Thoma, qui fub Duce Album religionis ergo 
Flaxdrid Patria fua exul, Norvicum in Anglia pro- 
fugit, ubi mox Civis, et demum Praetor. Pietate 
avita, Sc pene congenita, imo primaeva et Apoftolica, 
eruditione, prudentia, probitate, comitate, et mo 
rum fimplicitate confpicuus. Manfuetudine, pati- 


entia, et fuper omnia charitate infignls, Urbem hanc 
exemplo, et praeceptis, meliorem, morte, mceilam 
reliquit. Obiic Aprilis 28, 1699. Monimentum hoc 
ingentis doloris publici, praefertim fui, exiguum pro- 
meritis, pofuit uxor mccftiffima J ana Coninghamorum 


gente. 


M. 


fb) Wood, Ath. 
edit. 1721, 
Vol. i. col. 158. 


BONNER (Edmund), Bifliop of London in the XVIth century, was born at 
Hanley in Worcefterfliire, being the fon of an honeft poor man of that place [//]. He 

was maintained at fchool by Lechmore, anceftor to Nicholas Lechmore, Efq; 

one of the Barons of the Exchequer in the reign of the late King William (a). About 
the year 151 2, he became a ftudent in Broadgate-hall in Oxford, now Pembroke-col- 
lege, then a famous nurfery for Civilians and Canonifts (b). Having made afuffieient 
progrefs in Philofophy and the Laws, he was admitted, on the 12th of June 151 9, Ba- 
chelor of the Canon, and the day following, Bachelor of the Civil Law (c). ^ He en- 
tered into holy orders about that time, and had fome employment in the diocefe of 
(d) Athcn. ubi Worcefter (d). On the 1 2th of July 1525, he was created Doftor of the Canon Law(<?). 

He did not diftinguifli himfelf by his learning, but by his fkill and dexterity in the 
management of affairs : For which he was much taken notice of by Cardinal Wolfey, 
who made him his Commitfary for the Faculties. And he was with that Prelate at Ca- 
wood, when he was arretted for high-treafon (f). At one and the fame time he enjoyed 
thefe feveral ecclefiaftical preferments ; the livings of Blaydon, and Cherry-Burton in 
Yorkfhire ; of Ripple in Worcefterfhire ; of Eaft-Dereham in Norfolk ; and the Pre- 
bend of Chifwick in the cathedral church of St. Paul : but this he refigned in 1539, 
as he did his church of Eaft-Dereham, in 1540 (*). He was likewife Archdeacon of 
Leicefter, into which he was inftalled, Oftober 17, 1535 (g). After the Cardinal's, 
his patron's death, being a forward and pufhing man, he infinuated himfelf into the 
good graces of King Henry VIII. ; and became one of his chaplains, a favourer of the 
Lutherans, a promoter of that King's divorce from Queen Catharine of Spain, and of 
all his proceedings in abrogating the Pope's fupremacy in this kingdom (b). He found 
means likewife to infinuate himfelf into the favour of Thomas Cromwell [#], Secretary 
of State, by whofe recommendation he was employed as Ambaflador at feveral courts (*). 
Particularly, in 1532, he was fent to Rome, along with Sir Edward Karne, to excufe 
King Henry's perfonal appearance, or by proxy there, upon the Pope's citation for that 
purpofe : And fince there were, upon that occafion, many threatenings to be ufed to 
the Pope and Cardinals* he was thought fitted for the employment, as being a very 
bold man (k). Again, in 1533, he was fent to Pope Clement VII. , then at Mar- 
feilles, upon the excommunication decreed at Rome againft King Henry VIII. on ac- 
count of his divorce, to deliver that King's appeal from the Pope to the next General 
Council lawfully called : And he delivered the threatenings he was ordered to make 
with fo much vehemence and fury, that the Pope talked of throwing him into a caldron 
of melted lead, or of burning him alive j upon which he, apprehending fome danger, 


(*) Nevvcourt, 
Repertorium, 
&c. Vol. i. p. 
26. 140; and 
Wood, Athenae, 
ubi f ip a. 


(k ) Burners 
Hi ft. of the Re- 
formauon,Vol. i. 
2d edit. 1681, 
p. 120. 


(a) Strype'i 
Annul* of the 
Reformation, 
Vol. i. 2d edit. 
1725* fol. p. 
575- 

(c) Idem, Farti, 
Vol. i. col. 27. 

( e) Id. Fafti, ut 
fapra, col. 39, 


(f) Stow's An- 
nals, edit, 16*1. 
fol. p. SS 6. 3 
Holinflied's 
Chronicle, edit. 
l S % 7> p. 915. 

(g) Fafti Ecdef. 
Anglicana, &c 
b y J. Le Neve, 
Lond.i 7 i6 a fol. 
p. 164. 

(b) Wood, Ath. 
ubi fupra, 

fi) Ibid, and 
J. Foxe's Acls 
and Monuments, 
&c. edit. 1583, 
Vol.ii, p. 1088* 


Wood, Ath. 
Jupra, 
Godwin, de 
Praefulibus, edit. 
1616, 4/0, p. 
250. 

(2) Annals, ubi 
fufrra. 


[A~\ *The fon of an honeft poor man of that place.] 
The common notion is, that he was the natural fon 
of George Savage, Prieft, Reclor of Davenham in 
Cheftiire, natural fon of Sir John Savage of Clifton 
in the faid county, Knight of the Garter, and one of 
the Council to Kirfg Henry VII. ; which George Sa- 
vage had feven natural children by three fun dry wo- 
men, 'viz. George Savage, Chancellor of Chefter ; 
John Wymefley, Rector of Torperley in Cheftiire, and 
made Archdeacon of London by his brother Edmund 
.Bonner ; Randal Savage of Lodge in the faid county ; 
Edmund Bonner, born of Elizabeth Frodfham, who 
was the wife (after Bonner had been begotten) of 
Edmund Bonner, a Sawyer, living with a gentleman 
called Armingham of Potters-Hanley in Worcefter- 
fhire ; be fides three daughters, Margaret, Ellen, and 
Elizabeth (j). But Mr. Strype informs us (2), that 
the late Baron Lechmore affured him, Bonner was 
certainly legitimately begotten, and born at Hanley 
in Worcefter Hi ire, of one Boner, an honeft poor man, 
in a houfe called Boner* s Place to this day, a little 
cottage of about five pounds a year; and that his 
great grandfather, Bilhop Bonner's intimate friend 
and acquaintance, purchafed that eftate of the Bifliop 
in Queen Elizabeth's time, and that he had it ftill 
in his pofteflion. He added, that there was an ex- 
traordinary friendship between the Bifhop and his faid 
great grandfather ; infomuch that the Bilhop made 
leafes to him of the value of 1000/. a year, two 
whereof he remembered were Fering and Kelvedon 
in Eflex. And that he had been told by fome of his 
family, that Bonner /hewed this kindnefs to this 

• Gentleman out of gratitude ; his father, or fome of 
the relations having put him out to fchool. But as 

i to his birth the Baron faid, he thought he could make 


it out beyond exception, that Bonner was begotten 
in lawful wedlock. And that he had feveral letter* 
yet in his keeping between the Bifliop and his great 
grandfather, but of private matters. 

[B] He found means likeuoife to infinuate himfelf into 
the favour of Thomas Cromwell.] And to him it 
was he chiefly owed his preferments and dignities, as 
he thankfully acknowledges in the following letter 
to that Lord, written from Bolis in France, 2d Sep- 
tember, 1538. 1 My very fingular efpeciall good 
c Lord, as one molt bounden, I moft humbly com- 

* mende mee unto your honourable good Lorduhip. 

* Ajid whereas in times pa/Ted it hath liked the fame, 

* without any my defertes or merites, even only of 
' your fingular exceding goodnes, to beftowe a great 
4 deale of love, benevolence and good affe&ion upon 

* me fo poore a man, and of fo fmall qualities, ex- 
1 prefling in deede, fondry wayes, the good effectes 

* thereof to my great preferment ; I was very much 

* bounde thereby unto your honourable good Lord- 

* fhippe, and thought it alway my duetie (as indeedc 
\ it was) both to beare my true hart again e unto your 
c Lordfliip, and alio, remembring fuche kindnes, to 

* doe unto the fame all fuch fervice and pleafure as 
1 might then lie in my final power to do. But where 

* of your infinite and ineftimable goodnes, it hath fur- 

* ther liked you of late, firft to advance me unto the 

* office of Legation from fuch a Prince as my fove- 

* raigne Lorde is, unto the Emperour and French . 
4 King, and next after to procure and obtayne mine 

* advauncement to fo honourable a promotion as the 
f Byfhoprike of Hereford : I muft here knowledge the 

* exceeding greatnes of your Lordlhippes benefite, 
c with mine own imbecillitie to recompencc it. 

* (3)-' 

made 


fnfra, f, io82. 


(I) Burnett 
Hift. of the Re 
formation. Vol. i. 
2d edit. 1 6 c i , 

(n ) Wood, ut fu- 
pra, col. 159. 
Godwin de l*rae- 
fulibus, edit* 
1616, 4? , p. 
250; and 
Ncwcourt, and 
J. Foxe, ubi fu- 
pra. 

(0 ) Conventio- 
ncs, A&a Pufcli- 
ca. &c. publifh- 
ed by Rymer, 
Vol. xiv. p. 599. 
601. 

(p ) Wood fays 
it was October 1 , 
ubtfufra. 


(u ) His recan- 
tation is in Foxe, 
ubi fupra, p. 
1310. 

He firft oftored 
another, which 
being full of 
quiddities, was 
rejected 

Burnet's Hfft. of 
theReformation, 
Part ii. p. 36, 
2d edit. 


BONNER. 

made his efcape (I). He was employed likewife in other embaflies, to the Kings of 
Denmark and France, and to the Emperor of Germany (m). In 1538, being then 
Ambaffador in France (») [C], he was nominated to the Bifhopric of Hereford : He 
had the royal affent to his ele&ioa, November 27, and the temporalities were reftored 
to his proctor, March the 4th following (0). But, before confecration, he was tranf- 
lated to London; of which he was elefted Bifhop, October 20 (p), 1539; confirmed 
the 1 2th of November enfuing \ took a commiflion from the King for the exercife of 
his ecclefiaftical jurifdiftion, immediately after (q) ; had refcitution of his temporalities 
the 1 8th day of November, juft now mentioned; and was confecrated in his own ca- 
thedral, April 4, 1540, and enthroned the 16th of the fame month (r). At the time 
of the King's death, in 1547, he was Ambailador with the Emperor Charles V. (s). 
Fie had appeared, during that reign, zealous againft the Pope ; and concurred gene- 
rally in the feveral fteps taken to bring about a Reformation in this kingdom [£)]• But 
it was either out of ambition, becaufe he knew that to be the readieft way to prefer- 
ment ; or elfe out of a dread of the King's furious and violent temper, who would not 
be contradicted 2 For he was all the while a thorough Papift in his heart, as appeared 
by his fubfequent conduft. Among other inllances, on the ift of September, 1547, 
not many months after the acceflion of King Edward VI., he fcrupled to take an oath 
to renounce and deny the Bifhop of Rome, with his ufurped authority, and to fwear 
obedience to the King, according to ftatute 31 Henry VIII., and entered a protec- 
tion [£] againft the King's injunctions and homilies (/). For this he became fo ob- 
noxious, that he was committed to the Fleet [F], though he fubmitted, and recanted 
his proteftation (#). However, he was foon releafed (w) : From which time he com- 
plied outwardly with the feveral fteps taken to advance the Reformation [G], but ufed 
privately all means in his power to obftruct it. And yet he behaved fo cauciouQy, that 
no legal advantage could be taken againft him. Bur, after the Lord Thomas Sey- 
mour's death, and the infurredtions in feveral parts of the kingdom, he vifibly appeared 
remils in putting the Court's orders in execution, particularly that relating to the ufe 
of the Common-Prayer-Book ; for which he was feverely reproved by the Privy-Coun- 
cil [#]. He feemed upon this to redouble his diligence : But, notwithftanding, through 

his 
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(m) Weed, M 
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t e L«.rd Her- 
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England, cJir. 
1706, Vol. ii. 
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Collection of 
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iii. Mo. 14. 
p. 184. 

(r) Wharton, 
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din. &vo. 
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ft) Wood, uhl 
fupra. 
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and Monuments, 
Arc. edi: 1583, 
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[C] Being then Ambaffador in France.] But he 
was recalled from thence this year, at the deiire of the 
King of France, to whom he had fpoken a little too 
freely upon the following occafion. An Englifh 
traitor fkulking in France, King Henry ordered his 
AmbalTudor, Bonner, to demand him ; but the King 
of France refufed to deliver him up : Whereupon 
Bonner told that King, that in fo doing, he adled 

* againft God, againft his honour, againft juftice, 
' againft reafon, againft honefty, againft friendlhip, 

* againft all law, againft the treaties and leagues be- 
' tween him and his brother the King of England, 

* yea and againft all together.' At which King 
Francis was fo nettled, that he bid him write thefe 
three things to the King his mafter : ' 1 . That his 

* Ambafiador was a great fool. 2. That he caufed 

* better jullice to be done in his realm in one hour, 
'than they did in England in a whole year. 3. That 

* if it were not for the love of his mafter, he mould 
c have an hundred ftrokes with an halbert, &c.' And 

(4) Ibid. p. 1093. never reited till he had him recalled (4). At this 

time Bonner was greatly in the Lord Cromwell's fa- 
vour, who was fetting him up againft Bilhop Gar- 

(5) Burnet, ubi diner (c). 

fupra, p. »49* [ D] And concurred generally in the feveral fteps 

taken to bring about a Reformation in this kingdom .] 

(6) Ubi fupra, J. Foxe allures us in general (6), that ' he was a 
p, 1088. f great furtherer of King Henry's proceedings, and 

* at firft a favourer of Luther's doclrine.' — And as 
for particular inftances of his concurring in the Re^ 
formation, we find, that, whilft he was Ambaffador 
at Paris, he zealoufly promoted the printing of the 
EngiLfh Bible there ; and, after he was made Bifhop 
of London, caufed fix of them, to be fet up in St. 

(y)Jbid. p.1191. Paul's cathedral (7). He was likewife one of thofe 
jzo6. wno fubferibed to the Bifhops book againft the Pope 

(8)/4ii.p. 1064. (8). He put a Preface to Bifhop Gardiner's, book De 
vera Obediential in which he very plainly fpeaks 
againft the Pope's exactions; and his falfe pretended 
Supremacy, Finally, when he was made Bifhop of 
London, he took an oath, * never to confent or agree 

* that the Bifhop of Rome fhould praftife, exercife, 

* or have* any manner of authority, jurifdiction, or 

* power, within this realm, or any other the King's 
4 dominions, but that he would refill the fame at all 

* times to the utmoft of his power ; and that from 

< thenceforth he fhould accept, repute, and take the 

< King's Majefty to be the only fupreme Head in 


* earth of the Church of England ; and, to the ut- 
\ moft of his power, obferve and maintain all Acts 

* and Statutes, made and to be made, in extirpation 

* and extinguiihment of the Bifnop of Rome and his 
' authority, and in corroboration of the King's fu- 
' premacy, againft all perfons whatfoever ; and re- 
c pute any oath he had made in maintenance, or fa- 
' vour, of the Bifhop of Rome, vain and adnihilats 
' (9).' Yet, not long after, he acled in a Commif- 
fion for the due execution of the Six Articles, and 
profecutcd feveral perfons upon the fame : So com- 
plying was he with all changes, efpecially when they 
tended to promote Popery (10) ! 

[E] And entered a proteftation.] Which was as fol- 
lows : * I do receive thefe Injunctions and Homilies, 

* with this proteftation, that I will obferve them, if 
' they be not contrary and repugnant to God's Law, 
{ and the Statutes and Ordinances of the Church.' 
And immediately added with an oath, that he had 
never read the faid Homilies and Injunctions (11). 

[F] That he was committed to the Fleet. ] Mr. Ra- 
pin makes this judicious reflection upon that occaT, Ml : 
' The truth is, as feveral acts in favour of the Refor- 
c mation were intended to be paffed in the enfuing 

* Parliament, which was called for the 4th of No- 

* vember, the Reformers were very glad to free 
i themfelves from the troublefoine opposition of this 
f Prelate (12).' He was releafed November 17 (13). 

[G] He complied out-war dly with the feveral fteps 
taken to advance the Reformation.] For inftance ; he 
readily tranfmitted to the Bifhop of Weftminfter the 
Archbifhop's Letter for omitting the carrying of 
Candles on Candlemas-day, and of Allies and Palms 
on Alh-Wednefday and Palm-Sunday ; likewife ano- 
ther for abolifhing of Images, and one to the Dean 
and Chapter of St. Paul's for fupprefling private 
Mafles in that cathedral (14). In a word, ' he exe- 
f cuted every order that was fent him fo readily (as 
( Burnet obierves), that there was not fo much as 
J ground for any complaint (15).' 

[H] For which he was feverely reproved by the 
Privy-CounciL] In a letter they wrote to him July 23, 
1549 ; wherein, among orher things, they tell him, 
— that 6 one uniforme order for Common-Prayer and 
4 adminiftration of the Sacraments having been fet 
4 forth,— whereby much idolatry, vayne fuperftition r 

* and great and flanderous abufes, be taken away ; it 

* was no final! occafion of forrow to them, to under- 

5 - Hand 


(9) p. TC93 # 


(i-O Ibid. p. 

1 292 j and 
Burnet, ubi fu- 
pra, p. 2^9. 
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(12) Hiftory of 
England, Vol. ii. 
edit. 1733, p. 9. 
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fcfc evil example, and efpecially his flacknefs in preaching, and his connivance at the 
mafs in feveral places, many people in London, and elfewhere in his diocefe, being 
obferved to withdraw from the divine fervice and communion, this was laid to his 
charge, as a negleft in the execution of the King's laws and injunftions. So the 
Council wrote to him, on the ajd of July, 1549, to fee to the correcting of tliefe things, 
and that he Ihould give good example himfelf. Upon which, on the 26th following, 
he fent about a charge to have the order in this letter executed,, which he hid he was 
moft willing to do. Yet ftill it was obferved, that whatfoever obedience he gave, was 
againlt his will (*). Therefore he was convened before the Privy-Council on the nth 
of Auguft, when, after a fharp reproof of his negligence, he was enjoined to preach 
the Sunday three weeks after, at Paul's-Crofs, *on fome articles- then delivered to 
him [/] 1 and alfo to preach there once a quarter for the future, 2nd be prefent at every 
fermon made there, excepting he was hindered by ficknefs, or other realbnable caufe a 
to celebrate the Communion in that church on all the principal feafts : to convene be- 
fore him, and punifh, fuch as did not come unto, and frequent the Common-Prayer 
and fervice in the church, or did not come to God's board, and receive the Commu- 
nion at lead once a year : to fearch out and convent before him, more diligently thaa 
he had done, all adulterers : to keep the cathedral of St. Paul's, and other churches in? 
London, in due repair, and fee that the tithes were duly paid to the refpedlive incum- 
bents : and to abide and keep refidence in his houfe in London, till he had licence from 
the Council to depart el I e where (y). On the day appointed for his preaching, which 
was September 1, he made a fermon to a crouded audience (aflembled on purpofe to 
hear what he would fay) on the points delivered to him. But he faid not a word of 
the laft, namely, ( of the King's royal power being of no lefs authority and force in his 
€ youth, than was that of any of his predeceffors ; and therefore that all his fubje&s 
1 were as much bound to obey him, as if he had been thirty or forty years old/ For 
this contempt he was complained of to the King by John Hooper, afterwards Bilhop 
of Worcefter, and William Latimer, B. D. (2) ; upon which Commiflioners were ap- 
pointed [A"] to proceed fummarily againft him. He appeared before them, Septem- 
ber 10, 1 j, 16, 18, 20, -23, and October 1 ; and, after a long trial [L], was com- 
mitted 


fz) Foxe, uhr 
for j, p. 


(r6) rt>xe, as 
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* ftand by the complaints of many, that the faid book 
' remained, in- many places of the realm, either not 

* known at all, or not ufed, or at the lead very fel- 

* dom, and in a fight and irreverent manner. The 

* fault whereof (add they) we mall impute to you, 

* and other of your vocation.'— In the conclufion they 
tell him—* If we Jhall hereafter (thefe our letters 
1 and commandments notwithstanding) have eftfoones 
' complaint, and findc the like faults in your dioces, 

* we (hall have jult caufe to impute the fault thereof, 

* and of all that enfue thereof, unto you ; and con- 

* fequently be occafioned thcrby to fee other wyfe to 
1 tlie redrgft'e of thefe things, whercf we would be 
1 fory. And therfore we do eftfoones charge and 

* commaund you upon your allegiance, to loke well 

* upon your ducty herein, as ye tender our pleafure, 
« &c. (16). ' 

[/] On fonie articles tbjui delivered to bi?n.] Being 
as follows. 1. That all fuch as rebel againft their 
Trince, get unto them damnation, and thole that refill 
the higher power, refill the ordinaunces of God, and 
he that dieth therfore in rebellion, by the woorde of 
God is utterly damned, and fo loofeth bothe bodye 
and foule. And therefore thofe Rebelles in Devon - 
flrire and Cornewall, in Northfolke, or elfewherc, 
who taking upon them to aflemble a power and force 
againft their King and Prince, againll the" lawes and 
Cannes of the re.ilmc, and goe about to fubverte the 
ftate and order of the commonwealth^,, not oncly do 
deferve death, as traytors and rebels, but do accu- 
mulate to themfelves eternal damnation, even to be 
In the burning fire of hell, with Lucifer the father 
and firft author of pride, difobedience and rebellion, 
what pretence foevcr they have, and what Maftes or 
holye water foevef they pretende, or go about to 
make among' themfelves, as Chore, Dathan and Abi- 
ron, for rebellion againlt Mofes, were fwalowed downe 
alive into hell, although they pretended to facrifice 
uato God. 2. Likewife in the order of the Churche 
and externe rites and ceremonies of divine fervice, for 
fo muche as God requireth humility of heart, inno- 
cencie Of living, knowledge of him, charity and love 
to our neighbours, and obedience to his woorde, 
and to his Minifters and fuperioure powefs, thefe we 
mult bring to all our^rayers, to all our fervice, and 
this is the facrifice that Chrifte requireth, and thefe 
be thofe that make all thynges pleafaunt unto God. 
The externe rites and ceremonies be but exercifes of 
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our religion, and appomtable by fuperior powers, in 
chofing whereof we mult obey the Magiftrates ; the 
whyche thinges alfo we do fee ever hath bene and fhal 
be (as the time and place is) divers,, and yet al hath 
pleafed God fo long as thefe before-fpoken inwarde 
things be there. If any man lhall ufe the old rites, 
and thereby difobey the fuperior power, the devotion 
of bis ceremonies is made nought by his difobedience; 
fo that, which els (fo long as the lawe did fo ftand) 
myghte be good, by pride and difobedience nowe is 
made nougbte ; as Saules facrifice, Chore, Dathan, 
and Abiron, and Aaron's two children, were. But 
who that joineth to devotion obedience, hee winneth 
the garland : For elfe it is a zcale fed non ftcundum. 
fcientiam, a wil, defire, zeale and devotion, but not 
after wifedome, that is a foolifhe devotion, which 
can require no thankes or praife. And yet agayne, 
where ye obey, yee mult have devotion, for God re- 
quireth the heart more than the outward doings, and 
therfore who that taketh the communion, or fayth 
or heareth the fervice appoynted by the King's Ma- 
jcltie, muft bring devotion and inward prayer with 
him, or elfe his praiers are but vaine, lacking that 
whyche God requireth, that i*>, the heart and minde 
to pray to him. 3. Further, yee (ha! for example 
on Sonday come feventh night after the aforefayd 
date, celebrate the Co'mmunion at Paules church. 
4, Ye fhal alfo fet foorth in your fermon, that our 
authoritie of royal power (17) is (as of truth it is) of ( I7 ) ;, ft 
no leffc authoritie anil force in this our young age, King's, 
then is, or was of any of our predeceflbrs, though the 
fame were much elder, as may a p pea re by example 
of Jonas, and other yong Kings in fcripture ; and 
therfore all our fubj^clcs to be no lefie bound to the 
obedience of our preccptcs, lawes, and itatutes, than 
if we were of thirty or forty yeares of age (r8). 

[K] Whereupon Commijponers ivcre appointed.'] Be- 
ing Archbilhop Cranmer, Bilhop Ridley ; Sir Wil- 
liam Petre, and Sir Thomas Smith, Secretaries of 
State ; and William May, LL. D. and Dean of St. 
Their Commiflion was dated Sept. 8, 1549 


the 


(18) Foxe, as 
above, p. I 3149 


Paul's. 
(19)- 

[L] And after a long trial.] The matter laid to 
his charge was, 1 Difobedience to the King's Ma- 

* jefty, in that he did not fet forth in his fermon the 

* King's royal power in his minority, according to 

* the tenor of the article delivered to him for that 

* purpofe/ But he endeavoured to turn it off, and 

to 


(19) Rymer'» 
A&a Regia, 
Vol, xv, p. 19.1. 


r n..o. 

Newcouit, ex 
Reg. Ronner, 
p. zio, fays it 
was October i ; 
but it appears- 
from Foxe, that 
the Icntence was 
pronounced after 
that diy. 

(d) F< xe, ubi 
fupm, p. 1426, 

(e) Ibid. p. 1474. 

(/"J p. 1475. 
Burnet, Part ii. 
p. 289, 290, 291. 

(g) Nov. 29. 
Bu net, ibid, 
p. 276. 

(b ) Ibid. p. 274, 
and Collect, 
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mitted to the Marfhalfea, and, towards the end of Oftober, deprived of his Bifhop* 
nc (a). But he molt feverely revenged himfelf afterwards on his proiecutors. Not 
1 mg after the acceftion of Queen Mary to the throne, he was reftored to his Bifhoprie ; 
namely, by a commifTion dated Augufl 22, 1553 (b) y which was read in St. Paul's 
cathedral the 5th of September following (c). In the Convocation which met in 1554, 
he was made Vicegerent and Prefident of the fame [M], in the room of Archbiihop 
Cranmer, newly committed to the Tower (d). The fame year he vifited his diocefe, 
in order to root up all the feeds of the Reformation (e) y and was guilty of feveral fu- 
rious and extravagant a<5tions [iV]. On the 25th of October, he fent an order to all 
parfons and curates within his diocefe, to put out fuch p adages of Scripture as had been 
painted on the church walls, in the late King Edward's time (f)y and let up the Mafs 
again at St. Paul's, before the aft for reftoring it was paffed (g). The fame year he 
was in a commiflion to turn out fome of the reformed Bifhops (b). After he was re- 
inflated in his fee, he would not allow of feveral leafes made by Bifhop Ridley to his 
lifter, and other perfons, to their great injury (?) ; though Bonner's mother had been 
conftantly entertained by that Bifhop during his refidence at Fulham, and treated as if 
fhe had been his own mother ; befides his kindnefs to his other friends (£). In the 
years 1555, 1556, 1557^ and 1558, he moft inhumanly committed to the flames, and 
otherwife deftroyed, hundreds of innocent perfons [O], for their firm adherence to the 
Proteflant religion, and their refufing to embrace the grofs errors of Popery (I). Being 
known to be fierce and cruel to the utmoft degree, Bifliop Gardiner, in 1555, left the 
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to make people think, that he was called to anfwer, 
not for his contemptuous difobedienee, but for mat- 
ters of religion ; faying, that the caufe of his trouble 
was not for the matter they pretended againft him, 
but beeaufe he fet forth in his fermon the true pre- 
fence of the body and blood of Jefus Chrift to be in 
the Sacrament of the altar. And he ftrove to blacken 
his accufers, by reprefenting them as evil, infamed, 
and notorious criminous perfons, manifeft and notable 
heretics and feducers of the people, efpecially touch- 
ing the Sacrament of the altar ; confequently excom- 
municate, and therefore not to be admitted as wit- 
neiles. Particularly concerning Hooper he faid, 

* Where I preached and affirmed the very true body 

* and bloud of our Saviour Jefus Chrift to be in the 

* Sacrament of the altar, the felfe-fame in fubftance 
c that was hanged and Ihed upon the crofTe ; he 

* [Hooper] like an afle (as he is an afle indeed) 

* falfely changed and turned the word that into as, 
' like an afle, faying that I had faid, as it hanged, 

* and as it was fhed upon the crofTe (20).* At ano- 
ther time he faid to one of his accufers, that he fpake 
like a goofe ; and to the other, that he fpake like a 
woodcock. He likewife behaved with rudenefs to- 
wards his judges, calling them pretenfed Commif- 
fioners, and the proceedings againft him unjuft and 
unlawful ; and the people prefent daws, woodcocks, 
fools, &c. (21). The fir ft day of his appearance he 
exhibited a proteftation againft the Commiflioners 
jurifdidtion (22), and the 20th of September appealed 
from them to the King, and fent a petition to the 
Privy Council, dated the 7th of October, and another 
dated the 26th of the fame month (23). But, not- 
withstanding all his endeavours, he was committed to 
the Marfhalfea on the 20th of September, for not 
giving a full and perfect anfvver to the articles exhi- 
bited againft him, and for refufing Secretary Smith 
to be his judge (24) ; and about the end of October 
was finally deprived (25). This fentence, we are 
told (26), was much cenfured, and by many thought 
over fevere. 

[M] He <was made Vicegerent and Prefident of the 
fame.] And made in it an oration in praife of Prieft- 
hood, which fhews a great piece of bis profound and 
deep learning , as is well obferved by Mr. Foxe, who 
hath preferved this fragment of it (27). * Wherefore 
« it is to be known, that Priefts and Elders be worthy 

* of all men to be worshipped, for the dignity- fake 
' which they have of God, as in Math. xvi. Whatfo- 

* ever ye Jball loofe upon earth , &c. And whatfever 

* you fnall bi?id, Sec. For a Prieft by fome means is 

* like Mary the Virgin, and is fliewed by three points. 

* As the blcfled Virgin by five words did conceive 
' Chrift, as it is faid Luke i. Fiat mi hi fecundum <ver- 

* bumtuum\ i. e. Be it unto me according to thy 

* word ; fo the Prieft by five words doth make the 

* very body of Chrift. Even as immediately after 
1 the confent of Mary, Chrift was all whole in her 

* womb ; fo immediately after the fpeaking of the 
' words of consecration, the bread is tranfubftantiated 

Vol. II. 


(2S) See Foxe, 
ubi fupra, p. 
1426. 


(29) Ibid. 
1474. 


€ into the very body of Chrift. —Therefore here is to 

* be known, that the dignity of Priefts by fome 
c means pafteth the dignity of angels, beeaufe there 
f is no power given to any of the angels to make the 
f body of Chrift ; whereby the leaft Prieft may do in 
' earth, that the greateft and higheft angel in heaven 
f cannot do. — Wherefore Priefts are to be honoured 

* before all Kings of the earth, Princes and nobles. 
c For a Prieft is higher than a King, happier than an 

* Angel, maker of his Creator/ &f m Horrible ab- 
furdities (28) ! 

[N] And nvas guilty of federal furious and extra- 
vagant aclions.] Particularly, at Hadham, he was 
exceftively angry beeaufe the bells did not ring at his 
coming, and the rood-loft was not decked, nor the 
Sacrament hanged up. So, fwearing and fuming in 
the church at Dr. Bricket the Rector, and calling him 
knave and heretic, he went to ftrike at him> but the 
blow fell upon Sir Thomas Jofcelyn's ear, and al- 
moft ftunned him (29). 

[O] He moft inhumanly committed to the flames, and 
otherwife defrayed, hundreds of innocent perfons.] The 
perfons whom he is recorded to have fent to the flames, 
or to whofe death he was otherwife accefTary, were, 
in 1 541, John Porter. In 1546, Anne Afkew. In 
1554, Laur. Saunders, at Coventry. In the begin- 
ning of 1555, John Rogers, and Bifhop Hooper. 
March 16, 26, he caufed two to be burnt in Smith- 
field ; and on the 26th one at Raleigh, and one 
at Horndon on the Hill ; the 28th one at Braintree, 
and one at Maldon ; the 29th one at Colchefter, alt 
in Eflex. April 24, one at Weftminfter. May 30, 
two in Smithlield. June 10, one at Rochford, one 
at Raleigh, one at Coggefhall, one at Chelmsford. 
June 14, one at Colchefter ; the 15th, one at Man- 
ningtree, and one at Harwich, all in Eflex. In July, 
John Bradford, and another, in Smithfield. July 22, 
one at Lewes ; the 23d, one at Stenyng, and one at 
Chichefter, all in Suflex. Aug. 2, one at Bury ; 
Aug. 8, two at Uxbridge ; the 26th, one at St. Al- 
ban's ; the 28th, one at Uxbridge ; the 31ft, one at 
Walden, and one at Stratford. And likewife, in the 
fame month, one at Stratford, one at Ware, and one 
at Barnet. December 18, John Philpot. In 1556, 
January 27, feven in Smithfield. April 24, fix in 
the fame rj>lace ; April 28, fix at Colchefter. May 25, 
two at btratford ; the 1 6th, four in Smithfield. 
June 6, four at Lewes in Suflex , June 27, thirteen 
at Stratford. In 1557, March 6, five in Smithfield. 
Auguft 2, five men and five women at Colchefter. 
September 17, four at Iflington. November 18, 
three in Smithfield. December 22, two in the fame 
.place. In 1558, March 28, three in Smithfield. 
May 26, three at Colchefter. June 27, feven in 
Smithfield (30). July 14, fix at Brentford, fife. (|t). out*- and Bur 
In a word, he is reported to have burnt no lefs than nct » as above > 
two hundred in three years (32), befides many im- Part Bookii * 
prifoned by him for their religion, who died in dif- 
ferent gaols ; and others whom he whipped, or caufed 
to be cruelly tortured. 


(30) Whenthe!e 
were led out to 
be burnt, it \n is 
proclaimed in 
the Queen's 
name, that no 
man fhould pray 
for them, or 
fpealc to them, 
or fay God bc'p 
them. 

Burnet, as above, 
Part ii. p. 364. 

(31) Sec J. Foxe, 
Vol. ii. through- 


condemning 


(32) J. Collier's 
Eccltf. Hift. 
Vol. ii. p. 396 ; 
and J. Foxe,, as 
above, p. '2043. 
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BONNER* 


condemning and burning of Heretics wholly to him, who undertook it cheerfully (m). 
But, loon after, confidering how odious was the employment, he complained that the 
execution of the laws was left entirely to him, while the reft looked on. Therefore, 
when the Juftic'es and Sheriffs fent up Heretics to him, he fent them back, and refufed 
to meddle farther. Upon this the King and Queen wrote to him, on the 24th of May, 
admonifhing him, that when perfons who leaned to any erroneous and heretical opi- 
nions were brought unto him, he fliould endeavour to remove them from their errors, 
™l Sica 3 "' or elle P r oceed againft them according to the laws (0). On the 14th of February, 
B.ii. No.io. IS55-6, he came to Oxford (with Thirlby, Bifhop of Ely) to degrade Archbifliop 
He 2 wa' s ufuaij C ranmer > whom he ufed with his wonted iniblencc [P] (0). The 29th of December 
called the com- following, he was put into a commiffion to iearch and raze all regifters and records 
^n? gener^™ 1 containing profeffions againft the Pope, fcrutinies taken in religious houfes, fciV. (p). 
Slaughter n^ve And, the 8th of February, 1556-7, he was alfo put in another very unufual commiffion, 
of England! 110 - or kind of Iiiquifition, for iearching after, and punilhing all Heretics ; that is, all per- 
Foxe, uh fupra, { ons that were of the Proteftant religion (q). Upon Queen Elizabeth's acceffion to 
p- 1«4 2 - t j ie t h ronej he had the confidence to go and meet her at Highgate, with the reft of the 
Bifliops but ftie looked on him as fo much defiled with blood, that fhe could not fhew 
sii witid'not 4 ' ^ m an Y mar ^ °f her favour (r). For fome months he remained unmolefted (s) ; but 
give Tim her being called before the Privy-Council on the 30th of May, 1559, he refufed to take 
the oath of allegiance and fupremacy then tendered to him (/) : upon which account 
he was deprived a fecond time of his Bifhopric, the 29th of June following («), and 
committed to the Marlhalfea (zv) [<j>J. In purfuance of the ftatute 5 Elizabeth, 
Chap. 1, the oath of fupremacy being again tendered to him, he was, upon his re- 
futing to take it, indidted of a Pxmunire [id], but found means to come off (#). After 


(m) Burnet, 
Part ii. Book ii. 
P . 304. 


hand to kifs 
Stow's Annales, 
edit. 163 1, fol. 
p. 635. 

(to ) Wood, ubi 
fupra. 

Under a very ea- 

see^Bifhop God- having lived in his confinement fome yeSrs, in a cheerful condition [which made fome 
]T*5i. com P are him to Dionyfius the tyrant (y) y that behaved better in adverfity than profpe- 


(y ) Brife View 
of the State of 
the Church of 
Engbnd, &c. by 
Sir John Har- 
rington, izmo, 
Lond. 1653, 
p. j6. 

4 x) J. Le Neve, 
Tafti, &c. as 
above, p. 1S0. 

(b)Sirypts An- 
nals, ubi f up- a, 
P- 571- 


(c) Burnet, 
Part. ii. p. 


(d) Foxe, p. 
1843- 

Strype's Annals, 
ut fupra, p. 573. 

(e ) See Foxe 
throughout, and 
Burnet, ubi fu~ 
tra, Book ii. 
Part ii. of the 
Hift of the Re- 
formation. 


rity], he died there September 5, 1569 (2). Three days after, he was buried, at mid- 
night, in St. George's church-yard in Southwark (a), attended wich fome of his Popifh 
friends and relations ; which was ordered to be done at that feafon of the night, and in 
that obfeurity, to prevent any difturbances that might have been made by the citizens, 
who hated him extremely for having been the death of fo many of their paftors, friends, 
and relations, if they Ihould have feen him in the day-time carried with pomp and fhew 
to his burial, as many of his acquaintance had intended to do. He flood excommu- 
nicate many years, and took no care for his abfolution ; and fo might have been de- 
nied Chriftian burial ; but the Bifhop of London would not make ufe of that rigour (b). 
Such was the end of that bloody man, Bifhop Bonner. He was, with refpeft to his 
character, a violent, furious, and pafiionate man, addidled to fwearing [5], and ex- 
tremely cruel in his nature, as is but too manifeft from his aftions above related. He 
was generally looked upon as a perfon of no principles (r) ; but if fo, it is a wonder he 
fcrupled embracing the feveral alterations made in religion, in the reign of King Ed- 
ward VI. He is like wife reprefented as an Atheifl, and faid to have believed, that 
there is neither heaven nor hell, nor God or devil (d) : and indeed his monftrous be- 
haviour renders fuch an opinion but too probable; for who that believes a God would 
burn people for ipeculative opinions ? The Bifhop, in his manner and converfation, 
was bluftering ami vehement (<?) ; but withal fatirical, and fometimes full of witty re- 


(0) Foxe, as a. 
bove, p. 18S1, 
1SS2. 

(p) Burner, a3 
above, p. 3^ ; 
and Collect, of 
Records, B. ij. 
No. 28. p, 301. 
( q) Ibid, p. 347. 
and Collet. Jf 
Records, B, ii, 
No « J*, p. 3 II- 

( *) Burnet, ubi 
fupra, p. 3 o 6t 

(O Wood, Ath. 
ubi fupra, col. 
160. 

fwJStrype'sAn* 
nals, as above, 
p. 141. 
fx) Strype's 
Annals, as a- 
buve, Vol.i. 
P- 378» &c. 
Dyer's Reports, 
fol. 237. 
Mich. 6 8c 7 
Eliz. plac. 15. 

( <*) It is more 
probable that it 
was there, as 
the Marrtialfea 
ftands in St. 
George's parifli, 
than that it 
fhould be in 
Barkingchurch- 
y*rd, as Bifliop 
Godwin afierts, 
Dc Prafulibus, 
&c. edit. 1616, 
4'°j P- 251. 
In loco humatut 
eft latronum et Ji* 
cariorum fipu/tu- 
ra> deftinato, cee- 
mererio 9 viz, 
Barkingenfi. 


(33) Foxe, as 
above, p. 1882. 


( 34) Ubi fupra, 
Part ii. p. 396. 


[P] Whom he ufed ivith his wonted infolenee.] For, 
as he was degrading him, he infulted over him in the 
following manner : ( This is the man who hath ever 

* defpifed the Pope's Holinefs, and now is to be 
' judged by him. This is the man who hath pulled 

* down fo many churches, and now is come to be 
' judged in a church. This is the man that con- 

* temned the blefled Sacrament of the altar, and now 

* is come to be condemned afore that blefled Sacra- 
e ment hanging over the altar. This is the man that 

* like Lucifer fate in the place of Chrift: upon an al- 
' tar to judge others, and now is come before an altar 

* to be judged himfelf (33).' This lait fentence al- 
ludes to the Archbifhop's fitting at Bonner's trial, on 
a fcaffold erected for that purpofe in St. Paul's church, 
and, it feems, over one of the fide altars ; but the 
Archbifhop declares he knew it not. 

[i£J And committed to the Marjhal/ea.'] It fhewed, 
as Dr. Burnet obferves (34), a great temper in the 
whole nation, that fuch a man as Bonner had been, 
was fuffered to go about in fafety, and was not made 
a facrifice to the revenge of thoie who had loll their 
near friends by his means. — There were great com- 
plaints made againft him, that he had in many things, 
in the profecutiofl of thofe that were prefented for 
Herefy, exceeded what the Law allowed ; fo that it 
was much defired to have him made an example. But 
as the Queen was of her own nature merciful, fo the 
reformed Divines had learned in the Gofpel, not to 
render evil for evil. 


[R] Indicted of a Praemunire.'] Of which the pu- 
nifhment is, to be out of the King's protection, for- 
feit-lands and goods, and be imprifoned and ran- 
fomed at the King's pleafure ; and if not to be found, 
outlawed (35). As he was going back from the place 
where the oath was tendered to him, to the Marlhal- 
fea, one of the multitude that flood gazing at him, 
faid, ' The Lord confound, or elfe turn thy heart !* 
To whom he anfwered, ' The Lord fend thee to keep 
' thy breath to cool thy porridge/ To another fay- 
ing, ' The Lord overthrow thee he faid, * The 
' Lord make thee as wife as a woodcock.' And in 
his lodgings afterwards, a minifter endeavouring to 
pcrfuade him by many arguments to yield, and ac- 
knowledge the Queen's fupremacy, he anfwered him 
tauntingly, ' By God, you are well learned.' To 
whom the minifter faid, * Where learned you, Mr. 
' Bonner, to fwear?'— ' I pray you, faid he, did 
' not Chrift fwear, Amen, Amen, dico vobis? i.e. 
Verily, verily, I fay unto you (36). 

. [5] Addicled to /wearing.] See the note imme- 
diately before this. His ufual oaths were, By God, 
Before God, By St. Mary, By all the Saints, &c. (37). 
And in one of his letters he hath thefe mocking 
words : — * If among ft you I have no puddings, then 
' I fay, as Mefler, our Prieft of the Hofpital, 
faid to his mad horfe, in our laft journey from 
* Hoftia, A! diavolo, al diavolo, al tutti diavoli 
i. e. To the devil, to the devil, to all the devils. 
This he wrote from the Marlhalfea (38). 

partees. 


(35) Statut. 16 
Ric. II. c 5. 


(36) Strype's 
Annals, ubi fu- 
pra,?. 378,379. 

(37) See Foxe, 
as above, p.1191. 
2014, and in 
many other 
places. 

(38) Burnet's 
Hill, of the Re- 
format. Part ii. 
Book i. 

CollecTRecords, 
No. 37. p. 170. 


BONNER. 


4° 1 


partees \T]. As to his perfon, he was very fat and corpulent [£/] ; which made one 
fay to him, that he was full of guts^but empty of bowels (f). He was a great mailer of ff) '*> *• Com- 
the Canon Law, being excelled in that faculty by very few in his time, and alfo was well Foxe" *M fipiM 
^i/ofA?Rc! ^"ed in Politics (g) J but he underftood little of Divinity (£). Accordingly, he made ^™ a ™- 
formation. no figure in the learned world. However, feveral things were publifhed under his bey, p. X 
(b) Bumet, uhi name, which are mentioned below in the note \JV~\. One fervice he did to his Bifhop- 
ric, in that, through his great intereft with Queen Mary I., he obtained from her 
feveral Manors and Advowfons to be united to the See of London [X]. 


fupra, p. 128. 


(*) Sometime, 
or formerly. 

(f) Always. 


(39) Harrington, 
ubi fupra. 

(40) Alluding to 
the picture of 
him in Foxe, 
when whipping 
Thomas Hin- 
ihavv, p. 2043. 
After his depri- 
vation, every ill- 
favoured fat fel- 
low that went in 
the ftreet was 
called Bonner. 
Ha*rington> ubi 
fupra, p. 16. 1 


(41) Edit, as a- 
bove, p. 1060. 


(42) Ibid. p. 
ju8S, 1089. 


(43) Ibid. p. 
1090. 

(44) Burnet, as 
above, Fart i. 
Collect, p. in. 

(45) Ibid. p. 251, 

i^S) Ibid, p.252, 
&c. 

(47) Ibid. P.ii. 
Collect, p. 170. 


(48) Wood,Ath. 
ubi fupra* 

See alfo above 
note \_M\. 

(49) Burnet, ubi 
fupra, Part ii. 
Coliea. p. 248. 
I $0) Ibid, p. 2 60, 
Sec. and Part Lis. 
Collcft. p. 148. 


[T*] And fometimes full of witty repartees. ~\ For 
inftance ; after his deprivation, as he was once walk- 
ing with his tippet in the ftreet, one begged it of him, 
in feoff, to line a coat: ' No (faith he), but thou 

* malt have a fool's head to line thy cap.' To an- 
other that bade him ' Good-morrow, Bifhop (*) 
1 quondam,* he ftraight replied, * Farewel, Knave 

* jd.npcr f .' And one mewing him his own picture 
in the Book of Martyrs, in the firft edition, on pur- 
pole to vex him, he laughed at it, faying, ' A ven- 

* geance on the fool, how could he get my picture 
1 drawn fo right ?' And when one afked him, ' If he 

* were not afhamed to whip a man with a beard ?' he 
laughed, and told him, ' His beard was grown iince ; 

* but (faith he) if thou hadft been in his cafe, thou 

* wouldft have thought it a good commutation of 

* penance to have thy bum beaten, to fave thy body 

* from burning (39).' 

\JJ 1 He was very fat and corpulent. ,] Upon which 
account the following Epigram was made upon him 

U°)- 

Quse nova forma viri, quid virga, quidora, quid alvus, 

Pondera quid ventris craihtiefque velit? 
Corpus amaxxum, diftento abdomine pigrum 

Rides annes ftupes, lector amice, magis ? 
Valla quid ifta velint, fi nefcis, pondera, dicam ; 

Nam nihil hie mirum venter obefus habet. 
C ami bus humanis & fanguine veftitur atro, 

Ducentos annis hauferat ille tribus. 
Ergo quid hoc monftri eft, recto vis nomine dicam ? 

Nomen nec patris, nec gerit ille matris. 
Qui patre Savago natus, falfoque Bonerus 

Dicitur : hunc melius dixeris Orbilium. 

The fenfe of which, in two words, is, that the reafon 
of his being fo fat was, becaufe he fo voracioufly fed 
upon human Rem and blood ; and that he devoured 
two hundred perfons in three years, c5r. 

\W\ Several things were publijhcd under his name, 
which are mentioned \ &c] Being as follows. I. Pre- 
face to the Oration of Stephen Gardiner, Bimop of 
Winchefter, concerning True Obedience. Printed 
at London, in Latin, 1534, 1535, and at Hamburgh 
in 1536, 8vo. Tranllated into Englifh by Michael 
Wood, a zealous Proteftant, with a bitter Preface to 
the Reader, and a Poftfcript. Roan, 1553, Svo. 
It is alfo infer ted in J. Foxe's Book of Martyrs (41). 
In that Preface, Bonner fpeaks much in favour of 
King Henry Vlllth's marriage with Anne Boleyn, 
and againft the Tyranny exercifed by the Bifhop of 
Rome in this kingdom. II. Several letters to the 
Lord Cromwell (42). III. A Declaration to the 
Lord Cromwell, defcribing to him the evil behaviour 
of Steven [Bifhop of] Winchefter, with fpecial caufes 
therein contained, wherefore, and why he mifliked 
of him (43). IV. Letter of his about the Proceed- 
ings at Rome, concerning the King's Divorce from 
Catherine of Arragon (44). V. An Admonition 
and Advertifement given by the Bifhop of London to 
all Readers of the Bible in the Englilh Tongue, 1540 
(45). VI. Injunctions given by Bonner, Bifhop of 
London, to his Clergy [about preaching], with the 
names of Books prohibited, 1542 (46). VII. Letter 
to Mr. Lechmore (47). VIII. Refponfum iff Exhor- 
tatio. Lond. 1553, 8vo ; i.e. Anfwer and Exhor- 
tation to the Clergy in praife of Priefthood ; fpoken 
by our author in St. Paul's Cathedral. London, 
16 October, 1553* after a Sermon preached there be- 
fore the Clergy, by John Harpesfield (48). IX. A 
Letter to Mr. Lechmore, 6 Sept. 1553 (49). X. 
s Articles to be enquired of in the general Vifitation 

* of Edmund Bifhop of London, exercifed by him in 

* the year 1554, in the City and Diocefe of London, 

* &c. (50)/ To ridicule them, John Bale, Bilhop 
of OfTory, wrote a book, intituled, c A Declaration 
' of Edmonde Bonner's Articles, concerning the 


(51) Wood, M 
fupra ; and 
Collier's Ecclef. 
Hift. Vol. ii. 
p. 382, 383. 


P- 379, 

(S3) Hift.of the 
Retbimat. P. iiU 
Collcdt. p. 37. 


(54) De Schifm. 
Anglic, edit. 
Col. 163 1, %<vo p 
Agrip. p. 243. 


* Cleargye of London Dyocefe, whereby that exe- 

* crable Anty-Chryfte is in his righte Colours re- 

* veled.' 1554 and 1561, Svo. XI. A profitable 
and neceflary Doctrine, containing an Expo/kion on 
the Creed, Seven Sacraments, Ten Commandments, 
the Pater- nofter, Ave-Maria, and the Seven Sacra- 
ments ; with certain Homilies adjoining thereunto, 
for the inftruction and information of the Diocefe of 
London. Lond. 1554, 1555, 4to. This book was 
drawn up by his Chaplains, John Harpesfield and 
Henry Pendleton ; and the former part of it, which 
is a Catechifm, is moftly taken out of the Inftitution 
of a Criften Man, fet out by King Henry VIII., only 
varied in fome points (51). XII. Several Letters, 
Declarations, Arguings, Difputes, &c. of his, are 
extant in J. Foxe's Book of Martyrs, Vol. laft. XIII. 
His Objections againft the ProcefTe of Robert Horne, 
Bilhop of Winchefter, who had tendered the Oath of 
Supremacy to him the fecond time, are preferved by 
Mr. Strype, in his Annals of the Reformation (52) ; <5*) Vo1 - > 
as is likewife a Letter of his concerning King F 
Henry VHIth's appeal to the Pope, by Bifhop Burnet 
(53). But, upon the whole, it appears, how falfe 
and ill-grounded is the great character given of fome 
of the Popifh Bifhops, and] of him in particular, by 
Sanders ; that they were * all men excellent for their 

* Learning and Gravity.'— Omnes dodrina & gravi- 
tate pr^e ft antes viri — (54). 

[X] Through his great intereft with Queen Mary I., 
he obtained from her feveral Manors and Advowfons to 
be united to the See of London.] Namely thefe follow- 
ing : St. Alphage, St. Anne Alderfgate, St. Cle- 
ment Enftcheap, St. James Garlickhithe, St. Cathe- 
rine Coleman, St. Magnus, St. Martin's Ludgate, 
St. Martin's in the Fields, St. Matthew Friday- ftreet, 
in London and Weftminfter ; Hanvvell in Middlefex ; 
Afhwell and Sahridgeworth in Hertfordfhire ; Crefhall, 
Fering, Patfwick, Packlefham, Tay Parva, and Wen- 
nington, in EfTex. They were granted to him and 
his fucceflbrs by Letters-patent, dated the 3d of 
March, 1553 (55)/ M. (55) See New- 

tourt's Reperto- 

V [No one will fufpeft us of being favourable to TJ^ot «I 
Bonner, whofe character, conduct, and memory, are to fpectiveparifhes, 
the laft degree deteftable, if we make a remark on the 
unreafonablenefs of the fir ft of the articles (in note I J 
upon which he was enjoined to preach at St. Paul's 
Crofs, in King Edward the Sixth's reign. He was 
to maintain, that the rebels in Devonfhire, Corn- 
wall, Norfolk, or elfewhere, who had taken upon 
them to aflemble a power and force againft their King 
and Prince, againft the laws and ftatutes of the 
realm, and went about to fubvert the ftate and order 
of the commonwealth, not only deferved death, as 
traitors, but accumulated to themf elves eternal damna- 
tion, even to be in the burning fire of hell, with Lu- 
cifer, the father and fir ft author of pride, dif obedience f 
and rebellion. But, though the conduct of thefe in- 
furgents was highly criminal, we may rationally fup- 
pole that there were many deluded people among them, 
who were more weak than wicked ; and who, confe- 
quently, did not deferve the punifhment of eternal 
damnation. There was, likewife, fomething very fe- 
vere in thus obliging a man publicly to denounce 
damnation on thofe who were known to be of the 
fame religious opinions with himfelf. Bonner's dis- 
obedience to government might have been punifhed, 
without compelling him to preach a doctrine which, 
according to his principles, he muft have abhorred. 
It is not improbable but that this feverity of treat- 
-ment might add farther bitternefs to his ferocious and 
brutal mind, in his fubfequent conduct towards the 
Proteftants. In that period, liberty of confeience 
was on no fide well underftood. 

The incident mentioned in the note [S], Ihews that 
Bonner was at leaft once in Italy]. K. 


* * 


[BOOTH 
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BOOTH. 


* * [BOOTH (Henry), Earl of Warrington, and Baron Delamer of Dunham 

Maifey, an upright Senator and diftinguifhed Patriot, was born on the 13th of January, 
iob n fon^Ba- nd l6 5 x (*)• He was tne fecond *° n of George Lord Delamer, who was defcended from 
ronetage of Eng- a family of great antiquity [/f]. His mother was the Lady Elizabeth Grey, eldeft 
land, v«!.i. daughter 

P- (35)- ° 


(i) Peerage of 
England,Vul iii. 
p. 116. 


(z) Kimberand 
johnfon's Ba- 
ronetage of Eng- 
land, Vol. i. 

(3) Kimber, ubi 
far a. 


(4) Kimber*s 
Baronet; gp, Vol, 
iii. p. 412. 
Collins'* Peer- 
age, Vol. ii. 

( 5 ) Vol. iii. 
p. 135, 136. 


[J] Defcended from a family of great antiquity.] 
Mr. Collins fays, that ' the family of Booth is un- 

■ doubtedly of great antiquity in the counties palatine 
g of Lancafter and Chefter, where their conftant refi- 
' dence has been, with great repute and honourable 

* note, through a fucceffion of many generations ; 

* and from whom, as from one principal flock, all 

* other families of this name, in other parts of the 

* nation, are efteemed to be, by younger branches, 

* defcended. Various are the traditions touching the 

* original Hem of this family, which, like molt others 

* of fuch long {landing, is fo ingulfed in the obfeu- 

* rity of all-devouring time, that no other light than 
e conjecture is now to be had thereof : the moft pro- 

* bable is, that their beginning was at a certain place 

* called the Booths, in the county of Lancafter, 
€ where being feated, they were thence fo furnamed, 
« as the manner of thofe ages was, to ftile men from 

■ the places where they lived (i).' 
AmOng the anceftors of Lord Delamer were Sir 

Robert Booth, and William his fon, to whom a grant 
was made, by King Henry VI. by patent, of the 
office of fherifF of Chefhire, for both their lives, and 
to the furvivor of them (2). Sir Robert had a nu- 
merous ifTue, and one of his fons, John Booth, LL.D. 
was Warden of Manchefter-college, and Bifhop of 
Exeter, in the reign of Edward the Fourth (3). 
From Sir William was defcended George Booth, Efq; 
who lived in the reign of Henry VIII. , and who 
married Elizabeth, daughter of Sir Thomas Butler, 
of Beaufey, near Warrington, in Lancafhire, whofe 
progenitors had been fummoned to parliament among 
the Peers of England, in the reigns of Edward the 
Firft and Second. This George Booth was fuc- 
ceeded in his eftate, in the fame reign, by his eldeft 
fon, of the fame name, to whom, when he was in 
the twenty-fecond year of his age, Queen Jane Sey- 
mour commanded a letter to be written, acquainting 
him with the birth of her fon, afterwards King Ed- 
ward VI., bearing date at Hampton-Court, the very 
day of her delivery. The letter was as follows : 

* By the Queene. 

* T? RUSTY and welbiloved, we grete youe well. 

And for afmuche as by the ineftimable goodnes 
' and grace of Almighty God, we be delivered and 

* brought in childbed of a Prince, conceyved in moft 

* lawful matrimonie ^between my Lord the King's 

* Majeftye and us, doubting not but that for the 

* love and affettion which ye beare unto us, and to 
' the commyn wealth of this realme, the knowledge 

* thereof fhuld be joyous and good tydings unto 
' youe, we have thought good to certiffie to you of 

* the fame, to th'intent ye might not only rendre 

* unto God condigne thanks and praife for foo great 

* a benefit, but alfo pray for the long continuance 

* and prefervation of the fame here in this lief, to 
' the honor of God, joye and pleafor of my Lord the 

* King, and us, and the univerfall weale, quiet, and 

* tranquility of this hole realme. Yevyn under our 
6 fignet, at my Lord's manor of Hamptoncort, the 
J xii day of Odtobcr. 

' To our trufty and welbiloved, 

* George Both, Efq. (4).' 

To this George Booth, Efq; a letter was alfo writ- 
ten by King Henry VIII., which may be feen in 
Collins's Peerage (c), directing him to levy troops 
to ferve in the war againft the Scots. He left a fon, 
William Booth, who was knighted in 1578 ; but he 
died the following year, leaving a fon, George Booth, 
who, on account of his minority at the death of his 
father, was in ward to the crown, and his eftate 
being of confidence value, was by Queen Elizabeth 
granted to her favourite, Robert Dudley, Earl of 
Leicefter, to the great detriment and expence of the 
faid George Booth, in obtaining afterwards livery of 
his lands. He was knighted towards the latter end 
of the reign of Queen Elizabeth, and created a Ba- 
ronet by patent in 1611, being the tenth of thofe 


(9) ?«/. Raping 
Hift. of Eng- 
land, Vol. xi, 
p. 144 ; and 
WhitelocVs 
Memorials, 

p. 682. 

(10) Rapin and 
Whitelock, ubi 
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who received that order at its firft inftitution (6). ( 6 ) Collins, ubi 
He was twice fheriff of Chefhire, and as often of frpra, p. 137. 
Lancafhire, lived with great hofpitality, and died at 
the age of eighty-fix, in 1652. His eldeft fon, Wil- 
liam Booth, Efq; was made Cuftos Rotulorum for 
the county of Chefter in the 19th year of the reign of 
James the Firft ; and this office from that time, ex- 
cepting with fome intermiffion in the latter end of the 
reign of Charles the Second, and during the reign of 
James the Second, continued in this family till the 
year 1693 (7). (7) Collins, *M 

The 1 aft-mentioned gentleman left a fon, who, on f u P ra > P- l &* 
the death of his grandfather, became Sir George 
Booth, Bart, and who was the father of the fubjecl 
of this article. He rendered himfelf remarkable by 
heading an infurrettion in Chemire, about a year 
after the death of Oliver Cromwell. He received a 
commiffion from King Charles II. under his fignet 
and fign-manual, bearing date July 22, 1659, where- 
by he was conftituted commander in chief of all forces 
to be raifed for his Majefty's fervice in Chefhire, 
Lancafhire, and North Wales. A duplicate of this 
was dated at BruiTels, Aug. 9, the fame year (8). (8) Collins, ubi 
It feems that Sir George did not openly profefs to adl hp™, p. 139, 
by the King's authority, or with a view to his refto- 
ration, but only in oppofition to the tyranny of the 
parliament (9). He affembled about four thoufand 
men, took poiTeffion of Chefter, and was joined by 
the Earl of Derby, Sir Thomas Middleton, and Ma^- 
jor Brook (10). But the parliamentary forces pur- 
fued Sir George and his adherents fo clofely, that 
they could not avoid coming to an aftion ; and, after 
a fharp conteft, on the 19th of Auguft, 1659, Lam- 
bert totally routed Sir George Booth's troops, pur- 
fued them a confiderable way, and killed and took f u P r * % 
many of them (11). Ludlow informs us, that e Sir (u) Whitelock, 

* George Booth, after his defeat, put himfelf into a 

* woman's habit, and with two fervants hoped to 
■ efcape to London, riding behind one of them. 

* The fingle horfeman going before, went to an inn 

* on the road ; and, as he had been ordered, befpoke 

* a fupper for his miftrefs, who, he faid, was coming 

* after. The pretended miftrefs being arrived, ei- 

* ther by alighting from the horfe, or fome other 
' aclion, raifed a fufpicion in the mafter of the houfe, 

* that there was fome myftery under that drefs. And 
' thereupon refolving to make a full inquiry into the 

* matter, he got together fome of his neighbours to 

* affifthim, and with them entered the room where 
' the pretended lady was. But Sir George Booth 
' fufpecling their intentions, and being unwilling to 
' put them to the trouble of a farther fearch, dif- 

* covered himfelf. Whereupon they took him into 
< their cuftody, and fent him up to London, where 
' the Parliament committed him prifoner to the 
« Tower ( 1 2).' Whitelock fays, he * rode in the 
1 habit of a woman ; but a&ing that part not well, 
' he was fufpetted (13).' We learn alfo from the 
fame author, that Sir George made applications to 
many of the Parliament and Council, by his friends, 
for favour ; that he was examined by Hazelrig and 
Vane, who referred his examination to the Council 
of State ; and that applications were made from the 
Lord Say, and others, to fave his life (14). 

He was afterwards fet at liberty, upon giving 
bail (15); and being Member of Parliament for 
Chefter, he was the firft of the twelve Members fent 
by the Houfe of Commons, in May 1660, to carrv 
to King Charles II. the anfwer of that Houfe to his 
Majefty's letter, as appears by the Journals of the 
Houfe of Commons, May 7, 1660. And on the 
13th of July following, the Houfe of Commons or- 
dered, that the fum of ten thoufand pounds fhould 
be conferred on him, as a mark of refpeft for his 
eminent fervices, and great fufr'crings for the public. 
In this refolution the Lords afterwards concurred. 
It appears, that the firft motion was for twenty thou- 
fand pounds, which the Houfe of Commons was 
about to agree to, had not Sir George Booth him- 
ielf, in his place, requefted of the Houfe, that it 
might be no more than ten ; declaring, that what he 
I * had 


(iz) Memoirs, 
Vol. ii. p. 6941 

(13) Memorial5| 
p. 6S3, 


(14) Id. ibid. 

(15) Whitelock, 
p. 60,6, 
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(b) CoIHm** 

Peerage, Vol. iii. 


(i) Id. ibhi. 


daughter of Henry, Earl of Stamford (b). In the lifetime of his father, he was Cuftos 
Rotulorum for the county palatine of Chefter, and alfo knight of the fliire for that 
county, in feveral parliaments duriag the reign of King Charles the Second (c). He (O Collin* *il 
very early rendered himfelf confpicuous by his zeal for the Proteftant religion, and the fupra > p * I4S * 
liberties of his country. When the bill for excluding the Duke of York from the 
throne was brought into parliament, Mr. Booth was very active in the promotion of 
it (d) [J5]. He alfo made a fpirited fpeech in fupport of the necefllty of frequent par- 
liaments, and againft governing by favourites [Cj ; and he oppofed, with a becoming 
fpirit, the unjuft and arbitrary power aflumed by the Privy-Council, of imprifoning 
men contrary to law. He enumerated the ftatutes made for the fecurity of the liberty 
of the fubjeft, and fliewed how they had been violated and evaded (e). 

As he was felicitous for frequent parliaments, fo he was alfo anxious that they fhould 
be preferved incorrupt. He was, therefore, defirous of procuring an ail for the pu- »4*» 

Works, p% loo, 

' of the nation, be fet afide.' And he likewife ob- 
ferved, that ' the next of blood may be incapable of 

* governing in feveral refpedls ; fuppofe a fool, or 

* lunatic ; by his principles, if he aim at arbitrary 
1 power ; by his religion, if he be a Papift, or a 
' Heathen ; or his practices before he comes to the 

* crown, to deftroy the religion and government by 
1 law eftabliihed (20)/ 

Towards the clofe of his fpeech is a paflage 


had done was purely with intention of ferving his 
King and country, as became him in duty to do, 
without view of any reward. After the Reiloration, 
his fervices were alfo confidered as fo meritorious, 
that the King gave him liberty to propofe fix gentle- 
men to receive the honour of Knighthood, and two 
others to have the dignity of Baronet conferred on 
them. He was alfo himfelf created Baron Delamer 
of Dun ham -Ma/fey ; and on the 30th of July, 1660, 


fej Chandler's 
Debates, Vol. ii. 
p. 140, I4r, 


in 


fzo) Works of 
Lord Delamer, 


he was appointed Cuftos Rotulorum for the county which he appears to glance at the debauchery and chandler's Dc- 


(16) Celling 

Uhl upra, p. 142, 
143. 


(17) Id. ibid. 


(18) Collins, ubi 
J"fra, p. 144, 


(19) Works of 
Lord Delamer, 
St/9, 1694, p. 961 
97- 

Hiftory and Pro- 
ceedings of the 
Houfe of Com- 
mons, publifhed 
by Chandler, 
Vol. ii, p, 138, 
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of Chefhire, and fo continued till the 30th of May, 
1673, when he refigned it to Henry, his fon and 
heir (16). ' After this/ fays Mr. Collins, 4 he not 

* being ftudious to pleafe the court in thofe mea- 

* Aires, which were taken in fome parts of that reign, 

* both he and his family were foon afterwards difre- 
' garded by the King, and ill ufed by his fucceflbr 

* King James the Second (17).' His Lordftiip died 
at Dunham-Maflev, in the 63d year of his age, on 
the 8th of Auguft, 1684, and was buried in a very 
fplendid manner at Bowdon, in the burial-vault of 
the family, on the 9th of September following. He 
was twice married : his firft wife was the Lady Ca- 
tharine Clinton, daughter and co-heir to Theophilus 
Earl of Lincoln, who died in child-bed in 1643, by 
whom he had iflue one daughter, Vere, who died 
unmarried at Canonbury-houfe, in 1717, in the fe- 
venty-fourth year of her age, and was buried in 
Iflington church. His fecond wife was the Lady 
Elizabeth Grey, eldeft daughter of Henry, Earl of 
Stamford, by whom he had iflue feven fons and five 
daughters. His eldeft fon, William, died young; 
fo that he was fucceeded in his honours and eftate by 
his fecond fon, Henry (18), who is the fubject of this 
article. 

Farther particulars concerning this family may be 
found in Collins's Peerage, Vol. iii. p. 126 — 152, 
jd edit. ; and in Kimber's Baronetage, Vol. i. and 
iii. 

[£] The bill for excluding the Duke of York from the 
throne.] In his fpeech in fupport of this bill, he faid, 
4 The law has prohibited all Papifts from having any 

* office, civil or military, becaufe their principles are 

* inconfiftent with the government ; and then how 

* prepofterous would it be to make him the head of 
c the church, and the preferver of our laws and li- 

* berties, whofe religion obliges him to ruin and de- 

* ftroy both? So that if the Duke had not by his 

* practices given us juft caufe to except againft him, 

* yet barely as a Papift he ought to be excluded.' — 

* It is a fenfelefs thing to imagine, that he will not 

* difturb us in our religion and laws, feeing whilft 

* he is a fubjeel, he is praclifing to deftroy us and 
** them. Therefore, for my part, I think we betray 

* both our religion and laws, if we do not pafs this 
- bill. 

* There is one opinion which prevails much in the 
4 world, which, as it is falfe, fo it does a great deal 

* of hurt ; and that is this ; That every government 

* in the world was conftituted by God himfelf. But 
' that cannot be fo ; for it would follow, that God 

* is unjuft, which he cannot be. There neither is 

* nor was any governmen t of that fort, but only that 

* of the Jews : the reft of the world were left to 

* themfelves, to frame fuch & government as fuited 
' beft to their inclinations, and to make fuch rules 
c and laws as they could beft obey and be governed 
'by (.9).' 

He alfb urged other arguments to prove, ' that 
f the next of blood has not fo abfolute an inherent 
r right to the crown, but that he mav, for the good 

Vol. II. 


immorality, which were fo manifeft in King Charles bates, Vol. ii, 
the Second's own conduct. * If Kings,' fays he, p; 139. 
' were good men, an abfolute monarchy were the 
€ beft government; but we fee that they are fubjedl 

* to the fame infirmities with other men, and there- 

* fore it is neceflary to bound their power : and by 
1 reafon that they are flefh and blood, and the na- 
f tion is fo apt to be bad by their example, I believe 
€ was that wherefore God was averfe to let the Jews 

* have a King. 'Till they had Kings, they never 

* revolted fo wholly from him : when their Kings 

* were good, they were obedient to him ; but when 
' they were idolatrous, then the people went mad of 

* idols. I hope it is no regis ad exemplum that makes 

* our nation fo lewd and wicked at this day (21). ' (21) Works of 
He appears to have fpoken feveral times in fupport Lord Delamer, 

of this bill (22) ; and Mr. Collins obferves, that on vX*t^l%l 
account of his zeal in promoting the bill of exclufion, p ra% 9 " ™" 

* that great and good man the Lord Ruflel, the ( 22 )P«/Chand- 
4 morning of his going to be executed, fent him a j er » 8 Debates, 

* very kind meflage of his refpefts for him (23).' Vol. i. p. 407. 
[C] The nccejjtty of frequent parliaments, and againft Vo ** lu P- l 37> 

governing by favourites.'] In his fpeech on this fub- &c ' 
jecl, he fays, * A King of England at the head of his ^3)P eera E c > 
- parliament is in his full ftrength and power, and 0 ' p " 

* in his greateft fplendour and glory. It is then that 

* he can do great things, and without a parliament 

* he is not very formidable. Therefore, when Kings 
? leave off the ufe of parliaments, and rely upon the 
' advice of particular favourites, they forfake their 
1 chiefeft intereft, they lay afide the ftaff that fup- 
c ports them, to lean upon a broken reed that will 

* run into their hands ; and this is proved by the 

' example of former Kings '(24).* * Kings only (14) Chandler'* 

' then grow out of conceit with parliaments, when Debates, ubi fu- 
1 their favourites are fo overgrown, and their actions ? ra * J?', 1 * 1 *, 
' fo exorbitant, that they will not endure to be fcan- ^otks pTntf 

* ned by a parliament : and therefore, to fave them- ' 

* felves, they perfuade the King to keep off the par* 

* 1 iament, though it be to his great hurt ; For the 

* laft trump at the day of judgment will not be more 

* terrible to the world, than the found of an ap- 

* proaching parliament is to unjuft mini iters and fa- 

* vourites.' 

* There is no man but very plainly fees, that there 

* are people about his Majefty who advife him to 
1 make off the fetters of the laws, and to govern ar« 

* bitrarily; and I wilh that their advice have not 
( prevailed for the moft part : yet I think his Maje- 
1 fly's inclinations do not bend that way ; for he 
€ feems to love quiet and safe, which no Prince can 

* have that rules by an army. Therefore, before 

* we can expect that his Majefty will come in to us, 
1 thefe people of arbitrary principles mull be removed 

€ from his throne.' ' Though I hope no man 

c here will lift up his hand againft his Majefty, yet 

* we may oppofe any man that does feek to invade 

* our properties. And for my own part, I will pif- ( 2 5) Chandler, 

- tol any fubjed, be he the greateft in England, that "^ f T*^Q^* 
1 mail endeavour to deprive me of jny juft right met's Works " 
1 (25). • P . 124, 125/ 

5 M niftiment "7* laS - 
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nlfhnaent of thole who had received bribes from the court, as members of that parlia- 
ment which was ftiled the Penfion-Parliament [D]. And in a fpeech made by him on 
this fubjeft, he faid, < Breach of truft is accounted the moft infamous thing in the 
1 world) and this thefe men have been guilty of to the higheft degree. Robbery and 
* ftealing our law punilhes with death and what deferve they, who beggar and take 
c away all that the nation has, under the pretence of difpofing of the people's money 
« for the honour and good of the King and kingdom (f) ?' He propofed, that a bill Cf) Cfartkrf 
Ihould be brought in, by which thefe proftituted fenators [£] fhould be rendered in- 


p. 149. 


capable of ferving in parliament for the future, or of enjoying any office, civil or mi- *£ r *£ %izmtT% * 
litary; and that they Ihould be obliged, as far as they were able, to refund all the / p ' Il6# 
money they had received for fecret fervices to the Crown. f Our law,' faid he, c will 

* not allow a thief to keep what he has got by ftealth, but of courfe orders reftitution ; 

c and fhall thefe proud robbers of the nation not reftore their ill-gotten goods (g) ?' til Chandler's 
He made likewife a fpeech in parliament againft the corruption of the Judges, in Umer^wtrk^ 
which he affirmed, that, in a variety of cafes, they had fold, denied, or delayed juftice. "fa™. 
€ Our Judges/ faid he, c have been very corrupt and lordly, taking bribes, and 

* threatening juries and evidence ; perverting the law to the higheft degree, turning 

* the law upfide down, that arbitrary power may come in upon their fhoulders (h) chandler, 
He, therefore, recommended, that an inquiry fhould be made into their conduit, and v l Jm£? ul * u 
that fuch of them as were found guilty might receive the punifliment they merited (i). Works, P . Hu 

Mr. Booth was alfo extremely zealous againft the Papifts [F] j and this circumftance, *j chandler 
together with the vigorous oppofition that he made in parliament to the arbitrary mea- and Deiame" u t 
fures of the court, occafioned him to be put out of the commiffion of the peace, and f u * ra ' 
removed from the office of Cuftos Rotulorum of the county of Chefter (k). In 1684, (k) Lord Dcia. 
by the death of his father, he became Lord Delamer ; but about this time he was j^^o^f s ' 
committed clofe prifoner to the Tower of London (I). The pretence probably was, (i) coiiim's 
that he was fufpected of being concerned in fome practices againft the Crown; but we Peera £ c » uhi /«- 
have met with no particular account of the accufation againft him : and as no parlia- Ktmber^Ba- 
ment was then fitting, it may be prefumed, that lefs attention was paid to any illegality ro, J cta f» VoU « 
in the proceedings refpecting him. He was, however, fet at liberty, after a few months P * 35 '* 
K^mb^f'lTr^ i^iprifonment (w). But foon after the acceflion of King James II. he was again com- 
prZ h m u " mitted prifoner to the Tower. After being confined for fome time, he was admitted 

to bail ; but was fhortly after, a third time committed to the Tower (w). This was r»; Command 
on the 26th of July, 1685 ; and a parliament being aflembled in the November fol- ^ mber ' m t* 
lowing, on the firft day of the fefiion he ftated his cafe in a petition to the Houfe of 
Peers. He reprefented to their Lordfhips, that the King, by his proclamation, had 
required him to appear before him in council within ten days. He had accordingly 
furrendered himfelf to Lord Sunderland, then principal fecretary of ftate ; and being 
brought before his Majefty, then fitting in council, he was neither confronted by any 
perfon who accufed him, nor otherwife charged with any kind of treafon, but only 
queftioned about fome inferior matters, and which were of fuch a nature, that, if he 
had been really guilty of them, he ought by law to have been admitted to bail : not- 
withftanding which, he had been committed clofe prifoner to the Tower, by a warrant 
from the Secretary of State, in which he was charged with high treafon. After fome 
debate, it was refolved, that the Lords with white ftaves fhould wait upon his Majefty, 
c to know the re^fon why the Lord Delamer, a member of their houfe, was abfent from 
c his attendance there/ The day following, the Earl of Rochefter, Lord Treafurer, 
reported to the Houfe, c That he, with the other Lords, having waited on his Majefty 

* with their melfage, his Majefty was pleafed to anfwer, That the Lord Delamer ftood 
1 committed for high-treafon, teftified upon oath ; and that his Majefty had already 

* given directions, that he fhould be proceeded againft according to law (0).' (0) Hiflory and 
After the parliament was broken up, Lord Delamer was brought to his trial, before ETSfoT? 

a feleft number of the Peers, on the 14th of January, 1685-6. The Peers who tried , Lords fr p m the 
him were, the Dukes of Norfolk, Somerfet, Beaufort, and Grafton; the Earls of Ro- Ti^v'oi.i. 
chefter, Sunderland, Mulgrave, Oxford, Shrewfbury, Huntingdon, Pembroke, Brido-- P-3*$Tj»7- 
water, Peterborough, Scarfdale, Craven, Feverfham, Berkeley, Nottingham, and 
Plymouth ; the yifcoimts Falconberg and Newport; and the Lords Ferrers, Cromwell, 
Maynard, Dartmouth, Godolphin, and Churchill (p). Jefferies, then Lord Chancel- (p) ^ Triat^ 


Vol. iv. p, 2io, 

211* 


[D] Thofe who had received bribes from the court, < thefe gentlemen had the face to ftile themfelves the 

&c] An inquiry was fet on foot relative to this fub- f King's friends, and all thofe who oppofed their 

je& m 1679, when feveral members were convifted * practices were/aftious and feditious (28).' (28) Delamer's 

of having received bribes from the King, fome of [F] Extremely zealous againft the Papifts A It ap- Work?, P . 117. 

them annual penfions, and others particular fums at pears from feveral paffages in his works (29), that his (29) P. 1*0. 

different time?, which feem to have been paid them zeal againft the Papifts was carried to too great a >34« 135- 

(26) Rain's Jor occafional fervice* (26). But the parliament was height : but he confidered their principles as incon- 

HSftory of Eng. prevented from properly prolecuting this bufinefs by fiftent with the fecurity of the Proteftant religion, and 

"sZ fto- ^r^ 'L n - . f f fre , e conftitution. And, indeed, in that age, en- . , u ,^ 

^, 1757- V?<\ Proftitute<Tfenators.\ After mewing, m feve- larged fentiments of toleration were very uncommon ; 

(l 7 \ Lord Deb. ral . h g h [ s » the mifchiefs which were brought upon the not to mention, that, from various caufes, which 

m?r's Workr, natl ? n b Y ™ e conduft of thefe corrupt members of might be enlarged upon, the Papifts were then much 

p. 115.. parliament, he obferves, that, " notwithftandmg this, more formidable than they are at prefent. 

lOfj x 


(f) Dcbmcr's 
Works, p. 143. 
Chandler's De- 
bates, Vol. ii. 
p, 163. 


(r) State Trials, 
ub't fupra, p. 
±12—215. 


(s) State Trial?, 
ubifupra, p. 24.2. 
(t) Id. ibid. 


(u) Colli ns's 
Peera*e,Vol. iii. 
p. 

Kimber's Ba- 
ronetage, Vol. U 

p. (36). 

(nv) Collin?, ubi 
fupra, p, 146. 


BOOTH. 

lor, was appointed Lord High Steward on the occafion. He was known to be a per- 
fonal enemy of Lord Delamer, who had arraigned in parliament the conduct of Jefferies 
as Chief Juftice of Chefter (q). m 

Lord Delamer, after the indictment againft him was read, objected againft the jurif- 
diction of the court ; alleging, that he ought not to be tried by a feleft number of the 
Peers, but by the whole body of the Houfe of Peers in parliament, becaufe the par- 
liament was then only under a prorogation, and not diffolved. But his plea was over- 
ruled (r). In Jefferies's charge to the Peers, previous to the opening or the evidence 
againft Lord Delamer, he threw out fome hints relative to the (hare his Lordfhip had 
in promoting the bill of exclufion [G], and introduced an eulogium on the conduct of 
King James the Second [//]. The only pofitive evidence againft Lord Delamer was 
one Thomas Saxon, a man of a very bad character, and who in the courfe of the trial 
was proved to be perjured. Jefferies maintained, that there was no neceflity, in point 
of law, that there Ihould be two pofitive witnefles to convidt a man of treafon ; and 
that where there was only one pofitive witnefs, additional circumftances might fupply 
the place of a fecond (s). Lord Delamer made a very able defence 3 and by the Lords 
who were appointed to try him he was unanimoufly acquitted (/). 

After this he lived for fome time, in a retired manner, at his feat at Dunham-Mafley; 
but matters being at length ripe for the Revolution, he exerted himfelf in the promo- 
tion of that great event [/]. Upon the Prince of Orange's landing, he raifed, in a 
very few days, a great force in Chefhire and Lancafhire [7C], with which he marched 
to join that Prince (u). On his firft appearance in arms, befides affigning other reafons 
for his conduct, he is laid to have made this declaration : * I am of opinion, that when 
c the nation is delivered, it muft be by force, or miracle : it would be a great pre- 
f fujnption to expert the latter ; and, therefore, our deliverance muft be by force ; 
c and I hope this is the time for it (w).' On his march he received a letter from the 
Prince of Orange, which will be found in the notes [L]. After he had joined the 
Prince, he was lent by his Highnefs, together with the Marquis of Halifax, and the 
Earl of Shrew/bury, on the 17th of December, 1688, with a meflage to King James, 
intimating to him, that he mull remove from Whitehall. Lord Delamer, though 
little attached to that Prince in his profperity, was too generous to infult him in his 
diftrefs ; and, therefore, on this occafion treated him with refpett. And James was 
fo fenfible of this inftance of his Lordfhip's civility to him, that, after his retirement 
into France, he faid, that f the Lord Delamer, whom he had ufed ill, had then treated 
c him with much more regard [M] than the other two Lords, to whom he had been 
c kind, and from whom he might better have expefted it (*).' 
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(30) State Trials. 
Vol. iv. p. 215. 


(3i)StateTriah, 
vbifupra, p. 2 16. 


[G] Some bints relative to the Jbare his Lordjhip had 
in promoting the bill of cxcltijion. J ' My Lords/ faid 
Jefferies, 1 I know you cannot but well remember, 

* what unjuft and infolent attempts were made upon 

* the rightful and unalterable fuccejjton to the imperial 

* crown of thefe realms, under the pretence of that 

* which has been fo often found to be £he occafion of 

* rebellion, I mean the fpecious pretence of religion, 

* by the fierce, fro ward, and fanatical zeal of fome 

* members of the Houfe of Commons, in the laft 

* parliament under the late King Charles the Se- 
1 cond, of ever-blelfed memory (30).' The Lord 
High Steward alfo referred to Monmouth's rebellion, 
and intimated that Lord Delamer had not voted in 
fupport of the bill for attainting the Duke of high- 
treafon. However, he informed the Peers, that what 
(hare the Noble Lord at the bar had in thofe matters, 
was not within the compafs of the indictment againft 
him. 

[//] An eulogium cn the condutl of King James 'the 
Second,] It was in the following terms: * After it 

* had pleafed Almighty God to take to himfelf our 
6 late merciful and dread Sovereign, no fooner was 

* his Sacred Ma jelly, that now is, feated in the royal 

* throne of his anceftors, but he made it his utmoft 
' endeavours, not only to convince the world that he 
4 had quite forgot thole impudent and abominable 
' indignities that had been put upon him, only for 
4 being the beft of fubjefts, and the befi of brothers ; 
6 but did alfo give forth the moft benign a fTti ranees 

* imaginable to all his loving people, that he would 
( approve himfelf to be the Beft of Kings. And farther 
1 to evince the reality of thefe his gracious and heroic 

* refolutions, he immediately called a parliament ; and 
« therein repeated, and folemnly confirmed, -his for- 
c mer declarations of having a particular care of 

* maintaining our eftablifhed laws and religion (31).' 
1 [/] He exerted himfelf in the promotion of that great 
event.] It is faid in a note to Dr. Akenfide's ode, 
addreffed to the Earl of Huntingdon, that 1 at Whit- 
1 tlngtori, a village on the edge of Scarfdale, in Der- 

* byfhire, the Earls of Devonshire and Danby, and 

I 
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* the Lord Delamer, privately concerted the plan of 

* the Revolution. The houfe in which they met is 

* at prefent a farm -houfe ; and the country-people 

* diftinguifh the room where they fat, by the namfe 

' of the Plotting Parlour (32).' It may alfo be ob- (3*) Gran- 
ferved, that Lord Delamer appears to have been one e TLi iog J a F phU 
of the firft who took up arms in favour of the Revo- f Vol, iv" 8 " 

p. 274, 275. 

(•) yy. Hume' j 
Hi ft. of Eng- 
land, Vol. viii. 
p. 285, edit. 
1763. 

Macpherfon's 
Hift. of Gror 
Britain, Vol. i. 
p. 532, 2d edit. 

(35) Peerage, 
Vol. iii. p. 147, 


lution (*). 

[AT] A great force in Che/hire, &c] Mr. Collins 
fays, that * out of the forces which were raifed by 

* this Lord to join the Prince of Orange, a rc- 

* giment of horfe was afterwards formed, and the 

* Command thereof for fome time committed to him 
t as Colonel thereof; which regiment ferved in Ire- 

* land during the war in that kingdom (33).* 
[L] He received a letter from the Prince of Orange , 

&c] It was as follows : 

1 My Lord, Hindon, the 2d of December, 1688. 
e I Have heard fo worthy a character of you, that I 
c am glad to find you fo frankly embarked in the 
€ fame defign with me ; and you may depend on me 
€ to mew you all the kindnefs in my power. If your 

* occafions will allow of it, I fliali be glad to fee you 
1 at Hungerford next Friday night; but you muft 

* fend me notice of your coming the night before 

* your arrival, that I may direct quarters for you and 

* your troops, and that my out-guards may let you 

* pafs to me. 

* I am your moft affectionate friend* 
1 To the Lord Delamer, > « . 1 _ • 

« at Gloucefter. Pnnce d 0ran S e <3*V 


f 34-) Kimber's 
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' [M] Treated hint <with much more regard.] Mr, 
Horace Walpole fays, that Lord Delamer, * who vVas 

* thrice irnprifoned for his noble love of liberty, and 

* who narrowly efcaped the fury of James and Jef- 

* feries, lived to be commiffioned by the Prince of (35) Catalogue 
c Orange, to order that King to remove from White- or R °y al ail <* 

hall ; a meflage which he delivered with a eenerous* I? 0 !* 1 ?. ^ uthof8 » 

A^onrv fnr\ \ Vol. Jl. p. 93, 


decency (35). 
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Lord Delamer, however, had no doubts about the neceffity of dethroning King 
James, nor any inclination that an accommodation fliould take place between him and 
the nation. For in a debate in the Houfe of Peers, the 31ft of January 1688-9, relative 
to declaring the throne vacant, Lord Delamer faid, that < it was long fince he thought 
' himfelf abfolved from his allegiance to King James; that he owed him none, and 
« never would pay him any ; and, if King James came again, he was refolved to tight 
■ againft him, and would die fingle with his fword in his hand, rather than pay him an)r 
c obedience (y)* 

It is intimated by Sir John Dalrymple, that Lord Delamer was not fufficiently ex- 
peditious in joining the Prince of Orange when he firft landed in England; and that 
gentleman affirms, that this was never forgiven by King William : but this is an atten- 
tion unfupported by any proper evidence, and which appears to be ill-grounded [N]~ 
It is certain, that his fervices in the promotion of the revolution were thought fo meri- 
torious at that period, that on the 13th of February, 1688-9, he was fworn a Privy- 
Counfellor : on the 9th of April following, he was appointed Chancellor and Under- 
Treafurer of the Exchequer: on the 12th of the fame month, made Lord-Lieutenant 
of the city and county of Cheftcr ; and on the 19th of July made Cuftos Rotulorum of 
the fame county (z). Thefe laft offices, together with that of Privy-Counfellor, he 
enjoyed for life : but he continued in the others only for about a year The reafon 

appears to have been, that Lord Delamer was not calculated to be a pliant courtier 
under any eftabliftiment, and Items to have been one of thole who wifhed for more re- 
trenchments of the regal prerogative, than were made at the Revolution. He probably 
thought, that even then the liberty of the fubjeft was not fufficiently fecured and afcer- 
tained [0]. And this will naturally account for the coolnefs of King William towards 
him, as the views of that Prince were not always perfectly confiftent with the interefts of 
the Englifh nation. That Lord Delamer was defirous of fome new limitations of the 
prerogative, is evident from a proteft figned by him, relative to a claufe propofed to be 
added to the bill of rights (b). He alio figned a proteft refpedling an amendment to 
the bill for recognizing King William and Queen Mary (c). 

Though Lord Delamer was removed from the adminiftration [P], it was thought ne- 
ceflary to confer on him fome mark of Royal favour. Accordingly, by letters-patent, 
bearing date at Weftminfter, April 17, 1690, he was created Earl of Warrington, in 
the county of Lancafter, to continue to him and the heirs-male of his body. A penfion 
likewife of two thoufand pounds per annum [<j>J was granted to him, for the better fup- 


[A 7 ] Unfupported ly any proper evidence, end nvJjrch 
appears to be ill-grounded. ] Sir John Dalrymple fays, 
that there is in King William's cabinet at Kenfing- 
ton, 1 Letters from the Lords Delamer, Stamford, 

* and Brandon (three perfons whofe lives had been 

* called in queftion by the King), making apologies 

* to the Prince for their want of fpeed in joining 

* him : offences, however, which he never after- 

* wards forgave (36)/ As Sir John hath not thought 
proper to publifh thefe letters, and we have not had 
the honour to examine this Royal repofitory, we can- 
not fpeak of the letters with precifion : bwt what he 
hath faid refpefting ^ord Delamer may be exaftly 
true, and yet there may be no juft foundation for the 
inference drawn by Sir John Dalrymple. Lord De- 
lamer might write a letter to the Prince of Orange, 
aligning his reafons for not joining his Highnefs 
fooner ; thofe reafons might be well grounded, and 
fuch as might fatisfy the Prince, We have no evi- 
dence to the contrary : and that King William en- 
tertained a fixed refentment again It Lord Delamer on 
account of any conduct of his previous to the Revolu- 
tion> appears extremely improbable, and indeed in- 
credible, when we confider the honours and prefer- 
ments which were conferred on him by King William 
after that event. It was the conduct of Lord Delamer 
after the Revolution, and not before, which dif- 

!>leafed King William. His oppofition to the rnea- 
urcs pf the Court occafioned the King's coolnefs to- 
wards him. This was the caufe affigned by his Lord- 
fliip's own family, as well as in the publications of 
the times, and appears to have been the only true 
caufe. 

On the monument ere£le4 to his memory by his 
fon, George, Earl of Warrington, in the parifli- 
church of Bowdon, the following character is given 
of him. He was f a perfon of unblemiihed honour, 

* impartial juftice, ftri& integrity. An illullrious 

* example of Heady and unalterable adherence to th« 
f liberties and properties of his country in the wprft 

* of times ; rejecting all offers to allure, and 4efpifing 

* all dangers to deter him therefrom. For which he 
€ was thrice committed clofe prifoner to the Tower of 

* London, and at length tried for his life, upon a 

* felfc accufation of high trea-fon, from which lie was 


* unanimonfly acquitted by his Peers, on the 14th of 
1 January, i68c-6 ; which day he afterwards annu- 
1 ally commemorated by ads of devotion ami charity. 

* In the year 1688, he greatly iignalized himfelf at 

* the Revolution, on behalf of the Proteft ant religion, 

* and the lights of the nation, without mixture of 
1 felf-intereft ; preferring the good of his country to the 

* favour of the Prince who- then afceuded the throne 

* (37)-' 

Jn a poem publiuSed after the Revolution, he was 
alfo thus characterized ; 

* A brave afTertor of his country's right : 

* A noble, but ungovernable fire, 

4 (Such as the Hero's) did his bread infpire, 

* Fit to affift to pull a Tyrant down, 

* But not to pleaft a Prince th*t mounts the throne. 

* Impatient of oppreflion ftill he ftood, 

€ His country's mound againft th* invading flood (38)/ 

[O] The liberty of the fuljeel tvas not fufficiently fe- 
cured and aftertained.] Mrs Macaulay has fome very 
juit obfervations upon this fubject (39), though we 
think this ingenious Lady fomewhat too fevere in her 
cenfures both of King William, and the patriots of 
that period. 

[P] Removed from the adminiftration.} Mr. Walpole 
fays, that * he was difmifled by King William to gra- 
1 tify the Tories (40). * And, indeed, throughout 
the whole of his life, Lord Delamer appears to have 
been a confiftent Whig, and therefore muft have been 
obnoxious to the oppofite party. Nor is it probable, 
that his Heady and uniform adherence to liis prin- 
ciples, was any great recommendation even to the 
King. William was fufficiently a lover of virtue to 
eftecra men of probity, but fecms to have wifhed to 
be fervid by perfons of lefs inflexibility than Lord 
Delamer. 

[$L2 penfion likewife of htvo thoufand pounds per 
annum.] Mr. Collins fays, that this penfion 1 having 
1 been paid to him only for the firft half year, was 
c afterwards fufFercd to run in arrcar, and now rc- 

* mains ftated amongft the reft of King William's 

* debts, in a lift of them drawn up ai the command 
1 of her laic Majefty Queen Anne (41).'] 
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port of that dignity. And it was faid, in the preamble of the patent for his earldom, 
that it was conferred on him € for his great fervices in railing and bringing great forces 
f to his Majefly, to re feu e his country and religion from tyranny and Popery (d).' 

On the 3d of January, 1692-3, tRe Earl of Warrington figned a proteli againft the 
rejeftion of the bill for incapacitating perfons in office under the Crown, either civil or 
military, from fitting in the Houfe of Commons (e). Two other protefts were alfo 
figned by him on different occafions (f). But this patriotic Peer did not live long to 
enjoy his new dignity; for he died at London on the ad of January, 1693-4, having 
not quite completed the forty-fecond year of his age. He was interred in the family- 
vault in Bowdon church, in the county of Chefter, on the 14th of the fame month (g). 

Mr. Granger lays, that Lord Delamer was c a man of a generous and noble nature, 
€ which difdained, upon any terms, to fubmit to fervitude ; and whofe paffions feemed 
€ to center in the love of civil and religious liberty In every part of his life, in- 

deed, he appears to have been actuated by the fame principles ; and in his f Advice to 
* his Children/ printed in his works, he fays, c There never yet was any good man 
f who had not an ardent zeal for his country (/).' He was not only illuftrioufly diftin- 
guifhed by his public fpirit, and his noble ardor in defence of the liberties of his coun- 
try ; but in his private life he appears to have been a man of ftridt piety, and of great 
worth, honour, and humanity. He married Mary, fole daughter and heirefs to Sir 
James Langham, of Cottefbrooke, in the county of Northampton, Knight and Baronet. 
By this lady he had four fons, and two daughters. His firft fon died an infant, and his 
fecond fon, George, upon the death of his father, became Earl of Warrington (£). 
He died on the 2d of Auguft, 1758, and leaving no heirs male, the earldom became 
extindt (/). 

The works of Henry, Earl of Warrington, the fubjedl of this article, were publiflied 
in 1694, in one volume 8vo. They confift chiefly of fpeeches made by him in Parlia- 
ment, prayers ufed by his Lordfhip in his family, fome Ihort political tradts, and the 
cafe of William Earl of Devonfhire. Mr. Collins informs us {m), that his Lordfhip 
was alio author of fome Obfervations on the Cafe of Lord Ruflel.] T. 
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BOOTH (Barton), one of the beft and moft applauded A&ors, more efpeciallf 
in Tragedy, that ever trod the Englilh Stage. He defcended from a very ancient and 
honourable family, originally feated (a) in the county palatine of Lancafter, in which 
he was born, and fince fpread into Cheihire and feveral other counties. His father, 
John Booth, Efq; was a perfon of great worth and honour, though his fortune was 
not very confiderable, and highly attentive to the education of his fons, of whom Bar- 
ton, the third, was born in 168 1 (£). When he was about three years old, his father 
removed himfelf and his whole family to town, and fettled in Weftminfter. At the age 
of nine years, Barton was put under the tuition of the famous Dr. Bufby, who was then 
at the head of Weftminfter- fchool, where he bred fome of the ableft men, that, in the 
laft andprefent age, have done honour to this nation (c). The great pregnancy of Mr. M Wood'i 
Booth's parts were very quickly difcovered : he had a ftrong paflion for learning, and a voUL wtgij, 
peculiar turn for Latin poetry ; he not only read it with attention, and ftudied the beft 
authors with diligence, but fixed many of the fineft paflages fo firmly in his memory, 
that he was able to repeat them, not only with propriety and correftnefs, but with fuch 
a graceful aftion, fo fine a tone of voice, and fuch peculiar emphafis, that it was taken 
notice of by the whole fchool (d). It was in confequence of this, that when, according 
to the cuftom of the fchool, a Latin Play was to be afted, a confiderable part in it was 
given to young Booth, who performed it with fuch excellence, as gained him the notice 
of the Dodtor, as well as the univcrfal applaufe of all the fpedtators [yf ]. This gave 

him 


(1) From the 
information 
mentioned in 
the text. 


[A ] As nvell as the uni<uerfal applaufe of alt the fpec- 
tators.] There have been very few, if any, fince the 
time of the famous Ben Jonfon, that have come 
upon the ftage with fo much true learning as Mr. 
Booth, which probably was the reafon that he became 
fo foon, and fo good an a&or. He was ftruck with 
the Roman Poets, when at Weftminfter, to a degree, 
of enthufiafm. He was charmed with the found and 
cadence of their verfes before he underftood them ; 
bat his paflion for harmony was fo ftrong, that Virgil 
and Terence were familiar to him when he had very 
little acquaintance with Salluft or Livy. When he 
repeated his leflbns, he did it with fuch propriety and 
force, and was himfelf fo ftrangely affected with 
them, that the under-* matters could not avoid taking 
notice of it ; nor was it long before it reached Bulby's 
ears(i). One might naturally imagine, from the 
opinion commonly entertained of this famous perfon, 
that fuch a report could not much recommend a lad 
to his notice ; but the facT was other wife. This 
propenfity to playing was Birfby's own foible. In his 
youth he had performed in a Play of Mr. William 
Vol, IL 


Cartwright's, called the Royal Slave, with prodigious 
applaufe. He had always a prejudice in favour of 
this kind of eloquence, and thought nothing was fo 
fure a mark of genius as a relifh for dramatic poetry 
(2). When he heard therefore of Booth's ftrong in- 
clination to this fpecies of literature, he carefled in- 
ftead of correcting him, examined his proficiency, 
and aifigned him a principal part in the Latin Play, 
which, according to a cuftom introduced by this Dr. 
Bufby, was annually performed by the fcholars, and 
perhaps this might have fome fhare in quickening his 
diligence to get it up, which he did fo well, that Dr. 
Bufby himfelf praifed him with fuch warmth, as dif- 
covered fufficiently, that though nearly ninety, he had 
not forgot the pleafure that equal praifes gave him in 
like circumftances. But Mr. Booth's father, who 
had an invincible averfion to the ftage, would fome- 
times tell his fon, alluding to this accident, that the 
old man poifoned him with his laft breath. This hap- 
pened about three years before he left the fchool, and 
chofe this for his profeffion. How much the young 
people at Weftminfter value themfelves upon Booth's 
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him firft an inclination for the Stage, to the great concern of his father, who intended 
him for the Church, and with that view had been particularly careful in his education. 
But as the paffion§ .firft implanted in youth commonly aft with violence, efpecially when 
they meet with any reftraint or contradiction, fo when Mr. Booth had reached the age 
-of feventeen, and the time approached when he was to be fent to the univerfity, he re- 
folved to run any rifk, rather than be obliged to enter upon a courfe of life, fo inconfif- 
tent with the livelinefs of his temper, and the natural bent of his inclination. It hap- 
pened that there was then here one Mr. Alhbury, who had been longMafter of a com- 
pany at Dublin, and was allowed to underftand perfectly the management of a theaxre, 
with whom young Booth became acquainted ; and finding that under his direction there 
was no danger of his getting bread, he quitted all hopes and all pretenfions in another 
way, ftole away from fchool, and went over to Ireland with Mr. Afhbury in 1698 (e). ^ n ; 1 ™- cfthe 
He very foon diftinguiflied himfelf on the Stage at Dublin, where he had great natural p"^ 1 * n 
advantages over molt of his contemporaries, efpecially in Tragedy : he had a grave 
countenance, a good perfon, an air of dignity, a fine voice, and a very manly aftion. 
Hefpoke very juftly, his pronunciation was very correft, and the cadence of his voice 
was extremely grateful to the ear. In ftiort, he gained in three feafons fo high a repu- 
tation in that country, and was complimented fo much, upon his theatrical talents, by 
the Englifh gentlemen who faw him there, that he refolved to return home, and try 
how far it was pofllble for him to pufh his fortune here (f). He accordingly came back ff) From the 
to England in 1701, and applied himfelf to Lord Fitzharding, who was of the Bed- [j^S.* 
chamber to Prince George of Denmark, and was by him recommended to Mr. Better- Eirington, * 
ton, who very readily took him under his care, and gave him all the affiftance, in every 
refpedt, that was in his power, which he was the more enabled to do, as he was then at 
Enji"'s:ate) he tlie head of a company (g). There never were two men better met. The tutor had all 
p« '43- imaginable kindnefs for his pupil, and the pupil all poffible veneration for his tutor. 

The firft Play in which he afted was the Tragedy of Valentinian, in which he performed 
the part of Maximus, Mr. Verbruggen played Valentinian, Mr. Betterton Etius> and 
Mrs. Barry, Lucina. It was fcarcely pofllble for a young Adtor to hope, or even to 
wifh, a better reception than he met with ; and the kindnefs of the town had a very 
happy effedt upon this new candidate for theatrical fame, as it gave him a proper degree 
of confidence without vanity, and infpired him with a juft paflion for maintaining, by 
his future behaviour, the early reputation he had acquired (b). The Ambitious Step- (*>) Remark! 
• mother^ a new Tragedy that came foon after upon the Stage, in which he performed the The^/p?^. 
character of Artaban, added to the character he had acquired, and raifed him juftly to 
the reputation of being one of the mod confiderable Aftors then upon the Stage (/). (\) From a let- 
In the year 17045 he married Mrs. Frances Barkham, daughter of Sir William Bark- R.Ef^oa 
ham of Norfolk, Baronet, who lived with him fix years, and died then without ifTue the fucce&W 
t^Bolth° fB f ar " * n al * the theatrical revolutions that happened in thofe days, Mr. Booth, not- that Pliy ' 

9 q * withftanding his great capacity, and his Handing ib well as he did with the Town, had 
very little fhare. He adhered conftantly to Mr. Betterton, as long as that could be of 
any ufe to him, and when his tutor retired from the management of the Stage, he trufted 
to his merit, and to the juftice of the Public, in which he was not at all deceived j for 
though he did not force himfelf into the management of the Drury-Lane Theatre, and 
though he oppofed thofe that did, yet he was very well received there, purely upon the 
(i) Remarks fcore of his abilities, which, after the death of Betterton, placed him very clearly at the 
on the Bridfli head of his profeffion, in Tragedy at leaft (1) [2?]. But we muft now come to that pe- 

malre iP .2 97 . 

coming from amongfl them, will appear from the tion he attained. There were however various cir- 
following Prologue, fpoke during his lifetime before cumftances that in this refpeft were very favourable : 
(3) Hi ft. of the one of their annual performances (3). He was in the prime of his life when they were in 
' P.^ *** Your antique afiors, as we read, d . ecline > fo that h ? had vigour enough to carry 
No more than anticks were indeed ; f% ™ t0 ™ on * ofc h S h T ts which he derived 
With wide-mouth'd malks their babes to fright, from T ^Tr ^T* in ^ 
They kept the countenance from fight. profeflion, and had a very ftrong, defire to fupport its 
Now faces on the ftage are fhewn ; reputation, as well as his own ; and this made him 
Nor fpeak they with their tongues alone, '* ke S rea 5 P ams f ln the P arts he P l *Y cd > *°/ ^ ma f f 
But in each look a force there lies, hlm f cautl0us f accepting any, but thofe he could 
That fpeaks the paflion to the eyes. perform to advantage. He was very willing to re- 
See then which beft deferves our praife, f eive a11 the inftru&ons _ that either authors who 
The vizard, or the human face ? bro »£ ht ne * ^ c ° uld S^e, the fcniors in his own 
Old Rofcius to our Booth muft bow ; profeflion could aflord, or that might be derived from 
>Twas then but art, 'tis nature now. the remarks of the many able critics who flounfhed m 

tnoie days, and fhewed a peculiar regard for, and 

[B] At the head of his profejjion, in Tragedy at attention to, the entertainments of the theatre ; fuch 

leaft.'] It has been fhewn in another place, that very as Mr. Manwaring, Mr. Addifon, Mr. Steele, and 

foon after the Refloration the two companies, ftyled many others. It was from his modefty and circum- 

the King's and Duke's, were formed of perfons per- fpe&ion in all thefe points, and the gratitude he con- 

feftly (killed in their profeflion, and that when thefe ftantly exprefled for any afliftance he received, that 

companies united, they compofed the moll complete his character came into general efteem, and he was 

fet of aftors this nation ever faw. It was from the reputed one of the ableft and mod diligent of thofe 

f ght of thefe extraordinary perfons in his youth, that that were then on the ltage, when there yet remained 

Mr. Booth caught the paflion he had for the ftage, feveral great and applauded aftors. It is indeed true, 

and under them he received thofe inftruclion? that that his tafte for, and excellence in, Tragedy, ren- 

were requifite to give him that high degree of perfec- dered him a lefs general Player than fome of his pre- 
2 deceflbrs. 
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riod of time, in which Mr. Booth's fole merit raifed him into a fuperior point of light; 
and procured for him that reward which he had long deferved. The Tragedy of Cato, 
which had been written in the ye* 1703, or at lead the four firft acts of it, was brought 
upon the Stage in 1712, chiefly on a political principle, and to fupport the caufe of the 
Whigs. It was fo long before Mr. Addifon could be prevailed upon to venture it, that 
the proper feafon was elapfed, and the benefits came on in the month of April when it 
(m) See the ar- was firft afted (/«). The part of Cato was given to Mr. Booth without hefitation or 
son^Jowh.) difpute > the then managers, who were Players, being very well fatisfied that nobody 
elfe could perform it. To fay that his a£tion added in any degree to the character 
drawn by the Poet would be flattery; but to affirm that he entered fully into the fpirit 
of his part, and came up to all that either the town or the author could expert, is barely 
doing juftice to his memory, in fupport of which, we may depend upon the teftimony 
of numberlefs witnefles (n) who faw it. We may alfo take the liberty of affirming, that 
as party prejudices never ran higher than at that time, and the excellency of the Play 
was diftinguiftied by the furprifing conteft between both parties which fhould applaud it 
moft ; fo the merit of the Adtor received the fame marks of approbation, both parties 
taking care to diftinguifh their fatisfadion in that refpeft, by beftowing upon him (0) ^ 0l cibb f ^ s hIg 
unufual and unprecedented rewards. But to enumerate the remarkable circumftances 0 wn life, £379. 
that attended our Adtor's extraordinary difplay of his abilities upon this occafion, would 
too much interrupt the thread of our narration, and we have therefore given them a 
place in the notes [C]. The run of Cato being over at London, the Managers thought 

fit 
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deceflbrs. But though this might in Tome refpeft 
make him lefs ufeful to the managers, yet it did not 
at all detract from his credit with the public, more 
£fpecially when it appeared, that in fome of the parts 
he played in Comedy, he was extremely perfect, and 
gave them a gracefulnefs and propriety which few 
other actors could reach. In this point of light he 
Hood, when, in compliance with the importunities of 
his friends, Mr, Addifon confented that Cato, which 
had been already perufed and admired by the belt 
judges, mould be produced to the public, and make 
its appearance on the ftage. The author himfelf and 
his friends were very fenfible, that the fuccefs of this 
excellent Tragedy would in a great meafure depend 
on the manner in which the character was played ; 
and therefore in putting it into the hands of Mr. 
Booth, they might be faid to reft in a great meafure 
their expectations from that celebrated piece on his ca- 
pacity and care. It is no lefs true, that from his firft 
rehearfal of it they became in fome meafure confident 
of its being received with applaufe ; and it mull be 
alfo allowed, that though Mr. Booth did not excel 
himfelf in this character, for in that of Othello he 
was thought fuperior, yet he excelled all who have 
attempted that part ever fince, and fupported it with 
that dignity of behaviour, that captivated the minds 
of a well-judging audience, and rendered Cato as 
much admired and revered in Britain, as he ever had 
been in Rome. This might look like Panegyric, if 
the world did not know, from the interval of time 
Jince elapfed, that it is no more than naked truth. 

[C] Ha*ve therefore given them a place in the notes.] 
The beft way to come at ail hiftorical truths in gene- 
ral is, to have recourfe to the moft knowing and can- 
did writers, becaufe fuch will always take care to be 
well informed themfelves, and be cautious how they 
deliver the fads they relate, that they may not mifin- 
form their readers. This rule is as neceflary, and as 
effential towards inflrucUng one*s feff well as to The- 
atrical Hiftory, as it is in refpect to the Hiftory of the 
World ; the fame obftacles lying in the way of both, 
and thereby rendering the means equally difficult, 
though their ends are not of the fame importance. 
This fully juftifies taking the following copious and 
curious account from the very impartial Mr. Cibber, 
who fpeaks thus (4) : \ Although Cato feems plainly 

* written upon what are called Whig principles, yet 

* the Tories of that time had fenfe enough not to 

* take it as the leaft reflection upon their adminiftra- 

* tion, but, on the contrary, they feemed to brandifh 

* and vaunt their approbation of every fentiment in 

* favour of liberty, which by a public aft of their ge- 

* nerofity was carried fo high, that one day while the 

* Play was acting, they collected fifty guineas in the 

* boxes, and made a prefent of them to Booth, with 

* this compliment — For his honeft oppoftion to a per- 

* petual DiSlator , and his dying fo bra vely in the caufe 

* of liberty. What was in fin 11 a ted by *any part of 

* thefe words is not my affair ; but fo public a reward 

* had the appearance of a laudable fpirit, which only 


fuch a Play as Cato could have infpired. Nor could 
Booth be blamed, if, upon fo particular a diftinc- 
tion of his merit, he began himfelf to fet more va- 
lue upon it. How far he might carry it in making 
ufe of the favour he ftood in, with a certain Noble- 
man then in power at Court, was not difficult to pe- 
netrate, and indeed ought always to have been ex- 
pected by the meaneft actors ; for which of them 
(making the cafe every way his own) could with 
fuch advantages have contented himfelf in the 
humble Itation of an hired actor? But let us fee 
how the managers ftood feverally affected upon this 
occafion. Dogget, who expected, though he feared 
not the attempt of what after happened, imagined 
he had thought of an expedient to prevent it ; and 
to cover his defign with all the art of a ftatefman, 
he inflnuated to us (for he was a ftaunch Whig) that 
this prefent of fifty guineas was a fort of Tory tri- 
umph which they had no pretence to, and that for 
his part he could not bear that fo redoubted a cham * 
pion for liberty as Cato, fhould be bought off to 
the caufe of a contrary party. He therefore in the 
feeming zeal of his heart propofed, that the ma- 
nagers themfelves mould make the fame prefent to 
Booth which had been made from the boxes the day 
before. This, he faid, would recommend the 
equity and liberal fpirit of our management to the 
town, and might be a means to fecure Booth more 
firmly in our intereft, it never having been known 
that the fkill of the beft actor had received fo round 
; a reward or gratuity in one day before. Wilks, 
: who wanted nothing but abilities to be as cunning 
1 as Dogget, was fo charmed with the propofal, that 
! he longed that moment to make Booth the prefent 
1 with his own hands, and though he knew he had 
c no right to do it without my confent, had no pa- 
c tience to afk it. Upon which I turned to Dogget 
1 with a cold fmile, and told him, that if Booth 
1 could be purchafed at fo cheap a rate, it would be 
! one of the beft proofs of his oeconomy we had ever 
been beholden to. I therefore defired he might 
have a little patience, that our doing it too haftily 
; might be only making fure of an occafion to throw; 
: away the fifty guineas ; for if we fhould be obrjged 
to do better for him, we could, never expect that 
Booth would think himfelf bound in : honour to re- 
fund them. This feemed fo abfurd an argument 
to Wilks, that - he began with his ufual freedom of 
fpeech to treat it as a pitiful evafion of their in- 
tended generofity. But Dogget, who was not fo 
wide of my meaning, clapping his hand upon mine, 
faid, with an air of fecurity, Oh! don't trouble 
yourfelf, there muft, be two words to that bargain, 
let me alone to manage that matter. Wilks, upon 
this dark difcourfe, grew uneafy, as if there was 
fome fecret between us that he was to be left out 
of ; therefore, to avoid the fhock of his intempe- 
rance, I was reduced to tell him it was my opinion, 
that Booth would never be made eafy by any thing 
we could do for him, till he hai a fhare in the pro- 
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fit to remove to Oxford in the fummer, where the Play met with fo extraordinary a re- 
ception, that they were forced to open the doors at noorl, and the houfe was quite full 
by one o'clock i the fame refpeft was paid it for three days together ; and though the 
univerfal applaufe this Play met with at London, furpafled every thing of that kind that 
had been remembered, yet the tribute of praife it received from this famous univerfity, 
furpafled even that (p ). The reputation Mr. Booth was now in, feemed to entitle him, 
very juftJy, to as great advantages from the Theatre as any concerned therein enjoyed, 
which at that time was very confiderable, the management, as we before obferved, 
being in the hands of three capital Aftors, viz. Cibber, Dogget, and Wilks (q) ; yet f?) ciu^ 
this perhaps he would never have obtained from the bare confideration of what he de- twnuk!l^6o € 
ferved. But the favour he was in with that powerful Minifter, the Lord Vifcount Bo- 
lingbroke, was fo great, that in 17 13, he procured anew licence, recalling all former 
licences, in which Mr. Booth's name was added to thofe of the former Managers (r). 
They were none of them pleafed with this a£t of juftice done to Booth's merit, at the 
expence of what they call their property : but none of them carried it fo high as Mr. 
Dogget, whoabfolutely refufed to accept of any confideration for his fhare in the fcenes 
and clothes, which had, however, no other effedt, than depriving him, through his 
own obftinacy, of his fhare, which brought him in one thoufand pounds a years though 
the beft judge of this matter informs us, that this was only a pretence, and that the 
true reafon of his quitting, was his diflike to another of the Managers, whofe humour 
was become infupportable to him (s). At the time that Mr. Booth came to have this 
fhare in the management of the houfe, he was certainly in the beft condition for making 
it turn to the entire fatisfadlion of the public, and the emolument of his alTociates as 
well as his particular benefit $ for he was at that time in the thirty-third year of his age, 
and in the higheft reputation as an Adtor (/). He was extremely diligent both in his 
profeflion and in his office, fo that his abilities in the former, and his integrity in the 
latter, joined to the refpedt paid him as a gentleman of family, fet him altogether in as 
high a point of efteem, as any man had attained in his ftation. He enjoyed thefe Angu- 
lar advantages for many years unenvied and unequalled, and his fame, as a Player, in- 
ftead of finking by degrees, as fometimes has happened to thofe who have been moft 
applauded, increafed very perceptibly ; and audiences, inftead of growing thin from a 
fatiety of feeing the fame parts performed by the fame man, became fuller from the fear 
of lofing him («). Some years after this, he married Mrs. Santlowe, who from her firft 
appearance as an Aftrefs, in the chara&er of the Fair Quaker of Deal, to the time fhe 
quitted the Stage, had always received the ftrongeft marks of public applaufe, which 
were repeated, when, after a retreat for fome time, fhe appeared there again. By her 
prudence in managing the advantages that arofe to her from the figure fhe made upon 
the Stage, and her great diligence in her profeflion, fhe acquired a confiderable fortune, 
which was very ufeful to Mr. Booth, who, from the natural turn of his temper, though 
he had a ftridt regard to juftice, was not much inclined to faving (zc). This fecond 
marriage, however, does not feem to have been founded on intereft, but rather in af- 
fection, and, during the few years they lived together, there was the greateft harmony i73j> 
between them. By degrees, the health of Mr. Booth began to decline, fo that it was p ' ,l6 ' 
impoflible for him to continue to aft with as much diligence as ufual, which did not, 
however, leflen the favour of the Public towards him, but, on the contrary, afforded 
room for frefli inftances of their efteem, by the crowded audiences his appearance drew, 
whenever the intervals of his diflemper permitted him to tread the Stage (*). But (*) HUbr?'* 
when once his conftitution began to decline he broke very faft, and being attacked by ^ n « Hfll 
a complication of difeafes, he at length gave way to Fate, May 10, 1733. He flvewed ^ ? H * 
his great modefty, and contempt of that kind of fame that fome people are fo fond of 
after death, by directing that he fhould be interred with all imaginable privacy, in the > 
parifh church of Cowley, near Uxbridge, in Middlefex, the conftant place of his retire- 
ment in the fummer, which was complied with, and no monument raifed to his me- 
mory, though he intended to have eredted one for his revered tutor and admired friend 
Mr. Betterton (y). He teftified likewife his fincere love for, and entire fatisfaftion in 
the condutt of, his wife, to whom he left all his fortune for reafons therein afligned, 
which he declared amounted to no more, than two-thirds of what he had received with 
his wife upon the day of marriage (2). His chara&er, as an Adtor, has been celebrated (%) See hU hfk 
by fome of the beft judges, and was never queftioned by any. To fay the truth, it was w.u, as before 
more criticifed by himfeif than by any other i for he carried his own notions of Better- cive<u 
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* fits and management ; and that as he did not want 

* friends to afliit him, whatever his merit might be 

* before, every one would think, fince his acting of 

* Cato, he had now enough to back his pretenfions 

* to it. To which Dogget replied, that nobody 
1 would think his merit flighted by fo handfome a 
- prefent as fifty guineas ; and that for his farther 

* pretenfions, whatever the Licence might avail, our 
' property of houfe, fcenes, and clothes, were our 

* own, and not in the power of the Crown to difpofe 
4 ef. To conclude, my objections, that the money 

5 


* would be only thrown away, &c. were over-ruled, 
€ and the fame night Booth had the fifty guineas, 
€ which he received with a thankfulnefs that made 
' Wilks and Dogget perfectly eafy, infomuch that 
f they feemed for fome time to triumph in their con- 

* duel, and often endeavoured to laugh my jealoufy 

* out of countenance. But in the following winter 

* the game happened to take a different turn j and 

* then, if it had been a laughing matter, I had as 
1 ftrong an occafion to fmile at their former feiuity.' 
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ton's merit lb high, that he always confidered his performance as inimitable, and treat- 
ed all attempts to flatter his own manner of acting as equal to his mailer's, not only 
with contempt but indignation. T^his fome have imagined was carried too far, and 
that it was the effefts only of the vigorous imprefllons made by Betterton's manner 
of playing on the youthful mir*d of Booth, which took the ftamp fo deeply, that no 
length of time could wear it out {a). But others have judged that in this he was not at 
all miftaken, and that, if we are to look for the equals of Betterton, or, if it was pof- 
iible, for his fuperiors, it muft be in the records of earlier times, there being a great 
probability, that parts are beft played foon after they are firft written, and when it is 
poflible for the Adlor to receive the inftrudtions of the author ; but this, perhaps, may 
be no more than an opinion as well as the former [D]. Amongft thofe, who, out of 
refpeft to his great abilities, have done honour to the memory of Mr. Booth, Aaron 
Hill, Efq; a gentleman, who by the (hare he had in the management of the Play- 
houfe, could not but have fufficient opportunities of confidering and becoming well 
acquainted with his merit, has given us a character of him at large, which, as it is 
every way worthy of the reader's notice, and is withal but fhort, we have placed in 
the notes (b) [£]. But the mod perfect thing of its kind that has appeared upon this 
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[D] May he no more than an opinion as well as the 
former.] It appears from the moft authentic writers 
of thofe times, that the original actors in Shake- 
fpeare's beft Plays were almoft idolized by the popu- 
lace, who fet up the figns of their heads while they 
were living, and paid them fuch refpecl and venera- 
tion as we can hardly conceive or credit (5). Richard 
Burbage, who played Richard the Third, was one of 
thefe remarkable perfons, and John Lowen, who 
played Hamlet, another. This laft muft have lived 
and acted to a good old age, if there be any truth in 
what fome have fuggefted, that Sir William D'Ave,- 
nant had feen him act Henry the Eighth, and from 
thence gave Betterton thofe inftructions which en- 
abled him to mine in that character (6). It is how- 
ever allowed, that Shakefpeare himfelf did not fuc- 
cced in playing; but for all that he might be very 
capable of inftructing others, and fo very probably he 
was, fince the remarks upon acting in his Play of 
Hamlet are allowed to be very judicious. A great 
critic of the laft age makes no fort of fcruple in af- 
figning the merit of the actors as the true caufe of 
the great fuccefs of our moll taking old Plays. As 
for inftance, thus he delivers himfelf upon the fub- 
ject (7). 1 Amongit thofe who will be objecting 
c again ft the doctrine I lay down, may perad venture 
4 appear a fort of men who have remembered fo and 

* fo, and value themfelves upon their experience. I 

* may write by the book (fay they) what I have a 
' mind, but they know what pleafes. Thefe are a 
' fort of ftage quacks and empiricks in Poetry who 

* have got a receipt to pleafe, and no collegiate like 

* them for purging the paflions. Thefe fay (for in- 

* ftance) A King and no King pleafes. I fay the co- 

* mical part pleafes ; I fay that Mr. Hart pleafes : 

* moft of the bufinefs falls to his ihare, and what he 

* delivers every one takes upon content : their eyes 

* are prepoflefled and charmed by his action, before 

* ought of the- Poet's can approach their ears, and to 
' the moft wretched of characters he gives a luftre 

* and brilliant which dazzles the fight, that the de- 
' formities in the poetry cannot be perceived ; there - 

* fore a diftinction is to be made between what 
c pleafeth naturally in itfelf, and what pleafes upon 
c the account of machines, actors, dances, and cir- 

* cumftances which are merely accidental to the tra- 

* gedy. Ariftotle obferves, that in his time there 
' were fome who (wanting the talent to write what 

* might pleafe) made it their care that the actors 

* fhould keep out where the Mufes failed.' In ano- 
ther place, criticizing the Maid's Tragedy, he fays 
(8), We may remember (however we find Melan- 

* tius and Amintor written in the book), that at the 
4 theatre we have a good fcene acted : there is work 

* cut out, and both our ^Efopus and Rofcius are on 

* the ftage together. Whatever defect may be in 
' Amintor and Melantius, Mr. Hart and Mr. Mo- 

* hun are wanting in nothing. To thefe we owe for 

* what is p leafing in the fcene, and to this fcene we 
€ may impute the fuccefs of the Maid's Tragedy.' 
But with all the deference due to fo fevere a judge, 
and fo great a critic, may we not have leave to in- 
quire ; Whether this prodigious excellence of the 
actor arifes entirely from himfelf, or whether it is not 
owing to his diligence and attention in ftudying hi§ 
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author, till he attains his full fenfe, and thereby ac- 
quires a capacity of exprefling himfelf with fo much 
force and vivacity ? If there be any thing in this, as 
I believe every judicious reader will allow there is, 
then the actor is as much indebted to the poet, as the 
poet to the actor. This alfo affords us a folution of a 
queftion before mentioned, which is, why the origi- 
nal actors arc commonly fuperior to their fucccflbrs, 
which may reafonably be fuppofed to arife from the 
opportunities they have of entering fully into the au- 
thor's defigns, and in which thofe who come after 
them muft be deficient. 

[E] And is withal but Jhort, <we have placed in the 
notes/] The author of this little piece was thought 
to underftand the bufinefs of the ftage as well as moft 
people, as having a double advantage from genius ajid 
experience. 

The charader of Mr. B O O T H. 

* J*WO advantages diftinguiihed him in the 

* ftrongeft light from the reft of his fraternity : 

* he had learning to underftand perfectly whatever it 

* was his part to fpeak, and judgment to know how 
' far it agreed or difagreed with his character. Hence 

* arofe a peculiar grace, which was vifible to every 

* fpectator, though few were at the pains of examin- 

* ing into thecaufe of their pleafure. He could foften 

* and Aide over with a kind of elegant negligence the 

* improprieties in a part he acted, while on the con- 
4 trary he would dwell with energy upon the beauties, 
( as if he exerted a latent fpirit which had been kept 
' back for fuch an occafion, that he might alarm, 
' awaken, and tranfport in thofe places only, where the 

* dignity of his own good fenfe could be lupported by 
' that of his author. A little reflection upon this re- 

* markable quality, will teach us to account for that 

* manifeft languor which has fometimes been obferved 
' in his action, and which was generally, though I 
' think falfely, imputed to the natural indolence of his 

* temper. For the fame reafon, though in the cuftq- 
c rhary rounds of his bufinefs, he would condefcend to 
1 fome parts in Comedy, he feldom appeared in any 
1 of them with much advantage to his character. The 
! paffions which he found in Comedy were not ftrong 
: enough to excite his fire, and what feemed want of 

* qualification was only ab fence of impreflion. He 
1 had a talent at difcovering the paflions, where they 
: lay hid in fome celebrated parts, by the injudicious 
: practice of other actors : when he had difcovered he 

foon grew able to exprefs them. And his fecret for 
1 attaining this great leffon of the Theatre, was an 
adaption of his look to his voice, by which artful 
: imitation of nature, the variations in the found of 
1 his words gave propriety to every change in his 
: countenance. So that it was Mr. Booth's peculiar 
: felicity to be heard and feen the fame — whether as 
: the pleafed, tEe grieved, the pitying, the reproachful, 
: or the angry. One would almoft be tempted to 
£ borrow the aid of a very bold figure, and to exprefs 
: this excellence the more fignificantly, beg permiflion 
: to affirm, that the blind might have feen him in his 
! voice, and the deaf have heard him in his vifage. 
1 His gefture, or, as it is commonly called, his action, 
r was but the refult and neceffary confequence of his 
( dominion over his voice and countenance ; for hay- 
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fubjeft, is the fame charafter drawn by the hand of Mr. Gibber, whofe judgment and 
candour are equally commendable j fince, in the Hiftory he has given us of the Theatre, 
there are a multitude of particulars, which fliew how fit he was for the management 
of it, and all his accounts of contemporary Adtors and Authors, are written with great 
juftice and impartiality j fo that it may be truly faid, that he has taken freedom with 
no man's character but his own. What he fays of Booth and Wilks is equally curious 
and entertaining, and we may be fure that he was very capable of entering deeply into 
their fentiments and tempers, whom he had known with intimacy for many years, and 
fcj Apology for as Aftors, during the courfe of their lives (<r). He has given us their chara&ers with 
cibber's Life, P . muc h plainnefs and perfpicuity, allowing their full ftiare of merit to both, without leflen- 
ing or concealing the failings of either; and thereby affords us more clear and certain 
light into the real advantages they had over other Aftors, than could have been obtained 
any other way [F]. But it was not only in his profeflion, though it was chiefly in that, 
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* ing, by a concurrence of two fuch caufes, im- 
€ prefled his imagination with fuch a ftamp and fpirit 

* of paflion, he ever obeyed the impulfe by a kind 

* of natural dependency, and relaxed or braced fuc- 

* ceflively into all that fine expreflivenefs with which 
1 he painted what he fpoke, without reftraint or af- 

* fectation.' 

A. HILL. 

It muft be admitted, that with many figns of friend- 
fhip and refpect, this character carries in it fufEcient 
marks of fmcerity, and a juft concern for truth. The 
author knew, that with great abilities Mr. Booth had 
fome failings, which he is far from concealing, though 
he attributes them to certain caufes that do him no 
dilhonour ; and it falls out very happily, that in ex- 
cufing him he does not violate probability in the lead. 
All who knew Mr. Booth muft allow, that he has 
given a very fair account of his difpofition, and very 
rightly afcribed to the temper of the man, thofe in- 
equalities that were difcovered in him as an actor ; 
fo that in this character he feems equally ftudious of 
doing juftice to him and to the public. 

[F] Than, could ha<vc Been obtained any other ov^y.] 
There are a great many paflages in Mr. Cibber's book 
which relate to Mr. Booth, and which we mould have 
collected, as the beft account of him in his theatrical 
capacity, if we had not been afraid of tiring the 
reader. But what follows (9) is fo much to the pur- 
pofe, fo juft a criticifm, and fo fair a reprefentation 
of his excellencies and defects, that to have omitted 
it muft have injured the end aimed at in this article. 

* Though the majority of public auditors are but bad 

* judges of theatrical action, and are often deceived 

* into their approbation of what has no folid pretence 
' to it ; yet as there are no other appointed judges to 

* appeal to, and as every fingle fpectator has a right 

* to be one of them, their fentence will be definitive, 

* and the merit of ^an actor muft in fome degree be 

* weighed by it. By this law then Wilks was pro- 
9 nounced an excellent actor, which if the few true 

* judges did not allow him to be, they were at leaft 

* too candid to flight or difcourage him. Booth and 

* he were actors fo directly oppofite in their manner, 

* that if either of them could have borrowed a little 

* of the other's fault, they would both have been im- 

* proved by it. If Wilks had fometimes too vio- 
1 lent a vivacity, Booth as often contented himfelf 
' with too grave a dignity. The latter feemed too 

* much to heave up his words, as the other to dart 

* them to the ear with too quick and fharp a vehe- 

* mence. Thus Wilks would too frequently break 

* into the time and meafure of the harmony by too 

* many fpirited accents in one line, and Booth, by 

* too folemn a regard to harmony, would as often 

* lofe the neceflary fpirit of it : So that (as I have 

* obferved) could we have fometimes raifed the one 

* and funk the other, they had both been nearer to 

* the mark. Yet this could not be always objected 

* to them ; they had their intervals of unexception- 

* able excellence that more than balanced their errors. 

* The mafter-piece of Booth was Othello ; there he 

* was mo ft in character, and feemed not more to ani- 

* mate or pleafe himfelf in it than his fpectators, 
c 'Tis true, he owed his laft and higheft advancement 

* to his acting Cato ; but it was the novelty and cri- 

* tical appearance of that character that chiefly fwelled 

* the torrent of his applaufe ; for let the fentiments 
■ of a declaiming patriot have all the fublimity that 
4 poetry can raife them to, let them be delivered too 


1 with the ntrrioft grace and dignity of elocution that 
1 can recommend them to the auditor, yet this is but 
E one light wherein the excellence of an actor can 
1 Ihine; but in Othello we may fee him in the variety 
1 of nature. There the actor is carried through the 
c different accidents of domeftic happinefs and mi- 
( fery, occafionally torn and tortured by the molt 
f diftracting paflion that can raife terror or companion 
r in the fpectator. Such are the characters that a 
f mafter actor would delight in, and therefore in. 
1 Othello I may fafely aver, that Booth /hewed him- 
' felf thrice the actor that he could in Cato ; and yet 

* his merit in acting Cato need not be diminished by 
c this comparifon. Wilks often regretted, that in 

* Tragedy he had not the full and ftrong voice of 

* Booth to command and grace his periods with. But 

* Booth ufed to fay, that if his ear had been equal to 
' it, Wilks had voice enough to have fhewn himfelf 

* a much better Tragedian. Now though there might 

* be fome truth in this, yet thefe two actors were of 
' fo mixed a merit, that even in Tragedy the fuperi- 
1 ority was not always on the fame fide. In for row, 
c tendernefs, or refignation, Wilks plainly had the 

* advantage, and feemed more pathetically to feci, 

* look, and exprefs his calamity. But in the more 
€ turbulent tranfports of the heart, Booth again borer 

* the palm, and left all competitors behind him. A 

* fact perhaps will ret this difference in a clearer light. 

* I have formerly fecn Wilks act Othello, and Booth 

* the Earl of EJjex, in which they both mifcarried* 

* Neither the exclamatory rage or jealoufy of the one,. 

* or the plaintive di lire Acs of the other, were happily 

* executed, or became either of them, though in the 

* contrary characters they were both excellent. When 

* an actor becomes, and actually looks the character 

* he ftands in, I have often obferved it to have had as 

* fortunate an effect, and as much recommended him 

* to the approbation of the common auditors, as the 

* moft correct or judicious utterance of the fenti- 
' ments. This was ftrongly vifible in the favourable 

* reception Wilks met with in Hamlet, when I own 
4 the half of what he fpoke was as painful to my ear 

* as every line that came from Betterton was charm- 

* ing ; and yet it is not impoflible, could they have 
1 come to a poll, but Wilks might have had a mnjo.- 

* rity of admirers : however, fuch a divifion had been 

* no proof that the preheminence had not ftill re- 

* mained in Betterton ; and if I mould add that Booth 

* too was behind Betterton in Or hello , it would be 

* faying no more than Booth himfelf had judgment 

* and candour enough to know and confefs. And if 

* Booth and Wilks are allowed in the two above- 

* mentioned characters a fecond place to fo great a 

* mafter as Betterton, it will be a rank of praifc 

* that the beft actors iince my time might have been 

* proud of.' 

It has been before obferved, in fpeaking of BET- 
TERTON, that his hiftory included in a great 
meafure that of the Britilh theatre, from 1660 to 
1710. We may with like juftice aflert in regard to 
BOOTH, that his article continues the fame hiftory 
twenty years lower, and therefore merited all the re- 
gard that has been paid to it. Some perhaps may 
imagine that thefe characters arc not of importance 
enough to deferve fo great attention : But in a body 
of perfonal hiftory it is certainly right to have a due 
regard to a point which has fo necelTary a connection 
with the reprefentation of the times ; and even the 
fevereft readers will find, that the hiftory of the ftage 
has its ufes, and that it would be no incooliderable 
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Mr. Booth excelled. He was a man of letters alfo, and an author in more languages 
than one. He had a tafte for poetry, which difcovered itfelf when he wasvery young, in 
tranflations from feveral Odes of Horace; and in his riper years, he wrote federal longs 
and other original poems, which Vere very fiir from injuring his reputation. He 
was alfo the author of a mafk or dramatic entertainment called Dido and Mneas{ d), ^{{ a e C0 ^ s ^' Vcs 
that was very well received upon the Stage, which* however, did not get the better fo*VuU. p." 
far of his indolence, as to produce any thing of the fame kind afterwards; But his 
mafter-piece was a Latin inscription to the memory of a celebrated Aftor, who died 
while he was young, Mr. William Smith, one of the greateft men of his profeflion, 
and of whom Mr. Booth always fpoke in raptures. This Aiort elogv has all the 
ftrength, beauty, and elegance, which is neceflfary to recommend a thing of that 
kind, without any mixture of that flattery, which fo often vitiates inferiptions of this 
nature, and is therefore the propereft fpecimen that can be offered to the reader's notice, 
of our author's genius and learning (e) [G]. In his private life he had many virtues, 

mixed 
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fervice done to the Republic of Letters, if due care 
were taken to furnifh us with a complete account of 
the characters of the principal performers before the 
Reftoration, which perhaps we are not to expect in 
hafte. As to the particulars of the behaviour of Mr. 
Booth, confidered in the light of a manager, it does 
not concern us fo much, though it mull be offered as 
an addition to his reputation, that during the twenty 
years he continued in this ftation the theatre was in 
the greateft credit, and that his illnefs, amongft other 
things, contributed not a little to its declenfion. We 
have a very fair account of this matter from Mr. Gib- 
ber, who, towards the end of his book, gives us the 
following detail of the ruin of their adminiftration, 
by whofe care the ftage had been rendered equally be- 
neficial to the managers, advantageous to thofe in 
their fervice, and fatisfaftory to the public (10). 

* During our four laft years, fays he, there hap- 

* pened fo very little unlike what had been faid, that 

* I fhall conclude with barely mentioning thofe un- 

* avoidable accidents that drew on our diflblution. 
4 The firft that for fome years had led the way to 

* greater, was the continued ill ftate of health that 

* rendered Booth incapable of appearing on the ftage. 

* The next was the death of Mrs. Oldfield, which 

* happened on the 23d of October, 1730. About 

* the fame time too Mrs. Porter, then in her higheft 

* reputation for Tragedy, was loft to us by the mif- 

* fortune of a diflocated limb from the overturning 

* of a chaife. And our laft ftroke was the death of 

* Wilks, in September the year following, 1731/ 

[G] Our author's genius and learning.] It is a mif- 
fortune to the reader that we can give him no tolerable 
account of the perfon whom this memorable inferip- 
tion referred to, beyond or exclu five of what is con- 
tained therein. His name was William Smith, and it 
is reafonable to believe he was of a good family, 
fince he was a Barrifter at Law of Gray VInn, before 
he quitted the Bar for the Stage. There is good rea- 
fon to think that he came as early upon it as Better- 
ton, or at leaft that he was not much his junior, fince 
we find that he was embarked with him in the defign 
of procuring a conjunction of the two companies, fo 
long ago as the year 168 1 . We have reafon therefore 
to believe, that the following lines were penned by 
our author in the earlier part of his life, while he 
preferved in their full perfection thofe literary quali- 
fications which he had acquired at Weftminfter-fchool, 
and that happy turn in writing the Roman language, 
which peculiarly diftinguifhes fuch as have paid their 
firft vows to the Mufes in thofe venerable cloyfters. 
The fentiments exprefted in thefe few lines fufficiently 
(11) Hift. of the Ihew Mr. Booth's notions of his profeffion (11). 

Englirti Stage, 

p. M8# Scenicus eximius, 

Regnante Carolo Secundo : 
Bettertono Coaetaneus & Amicus, 
nec non propemodum ^qualis. 
Haud ignobili ftirpe Oriundus, 
Nec Literarum rudis humaniorum* 
rem Scenicam 
per multos feliciter annos adminiftravit 
Jultoque moderamine & morum fuavitate ; 
Omnium intra Theatrum 
Obfervantiam, extra Theatrum Laudem, 
Ubiquc benevolentiam & amorcm fibi concilia vit. 


In Englifh thus! 

An Excellent Player, 
in the reign of Charles the Second : 
The contemporary and friend of Bettcrtoti, 
and almofl his equal. 
Defended of no ignoble family f 
nor deflitute of polite Learning. 
The bufmefs of the flage 
He for many years happily managed ; 
A?id by his jufl conducl and futeetnefs of manners 
obtained 

the refpcSl of all within the Theatre* 
the applaufe of thofe without > 
gind the good will and love of all mankind, 

G. 

%* [Mr. CoIIey Cibber hath related an anecdote 
concerning our great Actor, which is fo much to his 
honour, that we are furprifed at its having been 
omitted in the preceding article. Mr. Booth, when 
he was but an Undergraduate of the Bufkin, had been 
for fome time too frank a lover of the bottle. But 
having obferved into what contempt and diftrefies 
Powel had plunged himfelf by the fame vice, he was 
fo ftruck with the terror of his example, that he made 
a refolution of entirely reforming the excefs into 
which he had fallen ; and to this refolution he ftrictly 
adhered to the end of his days. This, as Mr. Cibber 
juftly obferves, was 4 an uncommon act of philofophy 
' in a young man, of which, in his fame and fortune, 
4 he afterwards enjoyed the reward and benefit (12).' 
If the good conduct of Mr. Booth had been attended 
to, and followed by Shuter and Wefton, the Public 
might not fo foon have been deprived of two favourite 
Actors. 

Mr. Victor informs us, that when the Tragedy of 
Cato was brought on the ftage, Mr. Addifon was a 
man of too much bafhfulnefs and diffidence to aflume 
the Author, and to venture upon reading his Play at 
the firft meeting of the Actors : Mr. Cibber, there- 
fore, was requefted to fupply his place, who read it 
fo much to the fatisfaction and delight of Mr. Ad- 
difon, that he infilled on Cibbcr's performing* the 
part of Cato. However, when the parts came to be, 
caft by the Managers, they had the judgment to 
aflign the reprefentation of Cato to Booth. But 
he being then a young man, Mr. Wilks was afraid 
that Booth would think himfelf injured by being 
obliged to appear in fo venerable a character. To 
reconcile him, therefore, to it, Mr. Wilks had good- 
nature enough to carry the part to Booth's lodgings* 
with a view of fhewing him its importance, and of 
perfuading him, if neceftary, to accept of it. . Mr. 
Booth concealed his knowledge of the importance of 
the character, and feemed to undertake it entirely* at 
the Manager's defire and recommendation. This be- 
haviour, and his performance of the part, gave Wilks 
great pleafure, till the confequences began foon after 
to appear, in the acceifion of reputation and iriterelt 
acquired by Mr. Booth (13). The dnecdrjte now re- 
lated, Mr. Victor had from Booth himfelf. Sy the 
way, the Life of Booth, publifhed in 173+, was writ- 
ten by Mr, Victor (14.). 

As it is allowed that the reprefentatjon of Othello 
was Mr. Booth's mafter-piece, we fhall infert an ac- 
count of the manner in which he delivered onefpsech note' 
in that, character* 
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mixed with a few, and thofe very pardonable, failings. He was very juft, pnnftual, 
and fincere in all his dealings. He was not hafty in giving his word, becaufe he never 

broke 


f In the firft capital fcene, Iago works Othelto into 
* jealoufy, and takes his leave as follows ; 


In the mean time 
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« Let me be thought too bufy in my fears, 

* As worthy caufe I have to fear I am, 

* And hold her free, I do befeech your honour* 

* Othello. Fear not my government. 

' Iago. I once more take my leave. [Exit* 

* Othello. This fellow 's of exceeding honelty, 

* And knows all qualities with a learn'd fpirit 

* Of human dealings. If I do prove her haggard, 

* Though that her jefles were my dear heart-ftrings, 
' I'd whittle her off, and let her down the wind 

* To prey on fortune. Haply, for I am black, 

* And have not thofe foft parts of converfation 

* Thatchamberers have ~ Or, for I am declin'd 

* Into the vale of years — Yet that's not much, — 

* She's gone \ I am abus'd I and my relief 

* Muft be to loath her. O curfe of marriage ! 

* That we can call thefe delicate creatures ours, 

* And not their appetites ! I had rather be a toad, 

* And live upon the vapour of a dungeon,, 

* Than keep a corner in the thing I love 

* For others ufcs Look where fhe comes * 

* [Defdemona enters. 

* If fhe be falfe— O then Heaven mocks itfelf t 

* FH not believe it. 

* I look upon this foliloquy to be the Touchftone 

* for every new actor. When Iago has left him, 

* after a long paufe, the eye kept looking after him, 

* Booth fpoke the following remark, in a low tone 

* of voice ; 

** This fellow's of exceeding honefty, 

#< And knows all qualities with a learn'd fpirit 

" Of human dealings." 

* Then a paufe the look ftarting into anger.' 

** If I do find her haggard, 
* € Though that her jefles were my dear heart-ftrings, 
•* I'd whittle her off, and let her down the wind 
To prey on fortune !" 

* A long paufe, as to ruminate.' 

" Haply, for I am black, 
<c And have not thofe foft parts of converfation 
*' That chamberers have — Or, for I am declin'd 
** Into the vale of years — Yet that's not much—'* 

* After a paufe, the following dart of violent paflion.' 

*' She's gone ! I am abufed ! and my relief 
*' Muft be to loath her I O curfe of marriage ! 
#< That we can call th#fe delicate creatures ours, 
M And not their appetites !" 

€ What follows in a quicker, contemptuous tone.* 

" I'd rather be a toad, 
u And live upon the vapour of a dungeon, 
f* Than keep a corner in the thing I love 
<• For others ufes !" 

* A look of amazement, feeing Defdemona coming.' 

" Look where ftie comes I" 

* A fhort paufe, the countenance and voice foftened.' 

* If fhe be falfe, O then Heav'n mocks itfelf! 
" I'll not believe it." 

I In this foliloquy the tranfitions are frequent, and 

* require fuch judicious paufes, fuch alteration of 

* tones and attitudes, fuch corresponding looks, that 

* no actor fince Booth has been quite complete in it. 

' In the diftrefsful paflages, at the heart-breaking 

* anguifh of his jealoufy, I have feen all the men, 

* fufceptible of the tender paflions, in tears. Now, 

* the inference to be drawn is, that this man, who 

* had all the requifites and powers to excel in that 

* important character, muft be acknowledged a great 
4 actor (15).' 

In the work from which the above extract hath 
been made, Mr. Victor hath been at fome pains to 
do juttice to Mr. Booth, in oppofition to the luke- 
warm praife of Gibber, and to the reflection con- 
tained in Pope's epithet of weu mouth'd, and in 


the fevere illuftration of it, by his right reverend 
annotator (16). 

To the fpecimen given, in Note (C), of Mr. Booth's 
talent for Latin compofition, we (hall add an inftance 
of his abilities in Engliih poetry. It is an Ode on 
Mifs Saintlow's dancing, afterwards Mrs. Booth. 

* She comes ! the God of Love aflerts his reign, 

* Refiftlefs o'er the gazing throng ! 
c Alone Ihe fills the fpacious fcene 

« The charm of ev'ry eye, the praife of ev'ry tongue ! 

* Order and grace together join'd, 
« Sweetnefs with majefty combin'd, 

* To make the beauteous form complete, 

* On ev'ry ftep and motion wait. 

1 Now, to a flow and melting air fhe moves ! 

* Her eyes their foftnefs Ileal from Venus' doves ! 

* So like in iliape, in air, and mien, 

* She pafles for the Paphian queen ! 

* The Graces all around her play ; 

* The wond'ring gazers die away. 

* But now, the flying fingers ftrike the lyre ! 
« The fprightlier notes the nymph infpire ! 

* She whirls around ! fhe bounds ! fhe fprings t 

* As if Jove's Meflenger bad lent her Wings ! 

* Such Daphne was, when near old Peneus' ftreant 
€ She fled to Ihun a loath'd embrace ! 

* (Of ancient bards the frequent theme) 

' Such were her lovely limbs, fo fluftYd her charming 
* face! 

* So round her neck, her eyes fo fair f 

* So rofe her fwelling cheft, fo flovv'd her amber hair I 
- f While her fwift feet outftripp'd the Wind, 

* And left the enamour'd God of Day behind. 

' While the light-footed fairy flies, 

* Our mounting fpirits nimbly rife ! 

* The pulfe ftill anfwers to the ftrains, 

* And the blood dances in our veins. 

* Of Cynthia's air let poets dream. 

* * When from the hoary mountain's height, 

* Down to EurOtas' filent ftream 

4 She leads her virgin train, and charms the fight! 

* Whether on mountains, or in woods, 

* In flow'ry lawns or verdant fields, 
' Or bathing in the filver floods, 

* Lo! to a mortal fair the fancy 'd Goddefsyelds !" (17.) 

Mrs. Booth furvived her hufband forty years. In 
1772, fhe erected, in Weflminftcr Abbey, a monu- 
ment to his memory, on which is an infeription in 
profe, which, as it contains no new information, we 
have not thought it needful to infert. The Epitaph 
here fubjoined was written by Mr. Victor, and ap- 
pears to have been intended for the monument : 

* f Here lies the genius of the tragic ftage, 
* c Crown'd with applaufe by an admiring age. 
*f All who have learning, judgment , <zuit, ftop here, 
*• And give to Booth a tributary tear." 

We have been favoured, by Mr. Reed of Staple's- 
Inn, with the fojlowing curious account of Mr. Smith 
the Comedian, mentioned in note [C], vvhofe hif- 
tory hath hitherto been very little known. 4 Downes, 

* the Prompter, fays (18), that Mr. Smith was one 

* of thofe who joined Sir William Davenant's com- 

* pany, about a year after they began to perform at 

* Lincoln's-Inn-Fields. That houfe was opened in 

* Spring 1662. It was, therefore, in the fubfequent 

* year that Mr. Smith's theatrical life commenced. 
4 He continued to perform during all the reign of 
4 Charles the Second, and part, if not the whole, of 

* that of his fucccllbr. Cibber, in his Apology (19), 

* mentions him as one who paid attention to his cha- 

* racter m private life ; andgivcs the following account 

* of the caufe which occasioned his retirement, for 
' fome time, from the ftage (20) ; " Mr. Smith had 
" the misfortune, in a difpute with a Gentleman be- 
" hind the fcenes, to receive a blow from him: the 
" fame night an account of tins was carried to the 
" King (James the Second), to whom the Gentleman 
" was reprefented as fo grofsly in the wrong, that 

" the 
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broke it. He had no envy in his compofition, but, on the contrary, readily approved, 
and as readily rewarded, merit, as it was in his power. He was fomcthing rough in 
his manner, and a little hafty in his temper, but very open and free to fpeak his fen- 
timents, which he always did with an air of fincerity, that procured him as much 
credit with people at firlt fight, as he had with thofe to whom he had been known ever 
fo long. He was very kind to all the Players whofe circumftances were but indif- 
ferent, and took care not to make them uneafy, either in point of lalary or of ufage. 
He was no great fpeaker in company, but when he did, it was in a grave lofty way, 
not at all unlike his pronunciation on the Stage. He had a great veneration for his 
parents while they were living, and was alfo very Tjfeful to his brother and filter after 
their deceafe. In a word, he difcharged all the duties of private and public life in a 
genteel and generous manner, fo that his death was very much regretted 5 and as, in 
his judgment, the Town faw nothing equal to Betterton after he quitted the Stage; fo 
many are perfuaded, that fince the death of Mr. Booth, his parts have been performed 
by none with fuperior grace. 
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c the next day his Majeity fent to forbid him the 
f Court upon it. This indignity cart: upon a Gentle- 
' man, only for having maltreated a Player, was 
: looked trpon as the concern of every Gentleman ; 
' and a party was foon formed to afTert and vindicate 
: their honour, by humbling this favourite Actor, 
; whofe flight injury had been judged equal to fo 
' fevere a notice. Accordingly, the next time Smith 
1 acled, he was received with a chorus of catcalls, 
f that foon convinced him he mould not be fuffered 
1 to proceed in his part ; upon which, without the 
e leafl difcompofure, he^ordered the curtain to be 
e dropped ; and having a competent fortune of his 
c own, thought the conditions of adding to it, 
1 by his remaining upon the ftage, were too dear, 
1 and from that day entirely quitted it." * Ano- 
ther Writer (21) tells the ftory with fome variation, 
and probably with more accuracy. He afTerts, that 
Mr. Smith left the ftage, in order to ferve as a 
volunteer in the army of King James, to whom he 
was zealoufly attached 5 and that, on the Abdica- 
tion, returning to the theatre, he met with the re- 


ception defcribed by Mr. Cibber, from which the 
fame confequences followed. As that lively Author 
appears, in writing his book, to have relied wholly 
on his memory, it is probable that he confounded 
two ftories together. The firft part of it may, 
therefore, be true ; and to that incident may be 
afcribed the attachment to King James's intereft 
mentioned by Mr. Chetwood. It is, however, cer- 
tain (22), that Mr. Smith did refume his ftation in Chctvrood. 
the Theatre, but not until 1695, when he was pre- 
vailed upon to perform the part of Scandal, in Mr. 
Congreve's then new Cortiedy of Love for Love. 
He continued to aft on the ftage during the fmall 
remainder of his life (23), which ended in the next ( 2 3) Downes > 
year, 1696, on the fourth day of the run of Banks's p * 44 ' 
Tragedy of Cyrus. His death was brought on by a 
cold, occafioned by a violent fit of the cramp, 
which prompted him to throw himfelf out of bed. 
In this fituation he continued fo Jong almoft naked, 


that the cold he caught fell on his lungs : a fever 
enfued, and death followed in three days after (24).' 

K. 


(24) Chetwood, 


• For the 

materials of this 
article we are in- 
debted to the 
obliging commu- 
nications of the 
Rev. Mr. Pen- 
neck, of the Bri- 
tish Mufeum, 
nephew of Dr. 
Borlafe \ to the 
Rev. Mr. Bor- 
lafe of Rofecadg- 
well in Corn- 
wall, the feat of 
his late grand- 
father John Bor- 
lafe, Efq; the 
Do&or's fon ; 
and to the Rev. 
Mr. J, Penneck, 
of Gul vul, in the 
fame county. 


%* [BORLASE (William)*, a very ingenious and learned Writer in the antiqui- 
ties and natural hiftory of his native county, was born at Pendeen, in the parifh of St. 
Juft, Cornwall, on the 2d of February, 1695-6. The family of that name, from 
which he was defcended, had been fettled at the place from whence they derived it 
(Borlafe), from the time of King William Rufus. Our Author was the fecond fon of 
John Borlafe, Efq; (a), of Pendeen, in the parifh before mentioned, by Lydia, the C a ) ]° hn Bor - 
youngeft daughter of Chriftopher Harris, Efq; of Hayne in the county of Devon; and ^U^en/two 11 
was put early to fchool at Penzance, from which town he was removed, in the year fefir,ons for lhe 
1709, to the care of the Rev. Mr. Bedford, then a learned fchool-mafter at Plymouth (I?). ° f St * 

Having completed his grammatical education, he was entered of Exeter College, Ox- f&) ft * s ^id, 
ford, in March 1712-13; where, on the ift of June 1719, he took the degree of A" 
Mailer of Arts. In the fame year, Mr. Borlafe was admitted to Deacon's orders, grammar lcam- 
and ordained Prieft in 1720. On the 22d of April, 1722, he was inftituted, by 
Dr. Wefton, Bilhop of Exeter, to the Rectory of Ludgvan in Cornwall, to which whcre mjn y 
he had been prefented by Charles Duke of Bolton. On the 28th of July, 1724, htvt^SIi. 
he was married in the church of Illuggan, by Dr. Borlafe of Caftlehorneck, to Anne, cated - 
eldeft furviving daughter and coheir of William Smith, M. A. Reftor -of the parifhes 
of Camborn and Illuggan, by Mary, daughter and coheir of John Farthing of Weft- 
minfter, Efq; by Martha, daughter of the Rev. John Pelling (r). In 1732, the Lord (c ) Ludgvan 
Chancellor King, by the recommendation of Sir William Morice, Bart, prefented Mr. Rc s^ cr - 
Borlafe to the Vicarage of St, Juft, his native parifh, and where his father had a con- 
fiderable property. This Vicarage and the Redlory of Ludgvan were the only pre- 
ferments he ever received. 

When Mr. Borlafe was fixed at Ludgvan, which was a retired, but delightful fituation, 
he foon recommended himfelf as a pallor, a gentleman, and a man of learning. The 
duties of his profeffion he difcharged with the moft rigid punctuality and exemplary 
dignity. He was efteemed and refpefted by the principal gentry of Cornwall, and lived 
on the moft friendly and focial terms with thofe of his neighbourhood. In the purfuit 
of general knowledge he was a&ive and vigorous ; and his mind being of an inquifitive 
turn, he could not furvey with inattention or indifference the peculiar objefts which his 
fituation pointed to his view. There were in the parifh of Ludgvan rich copper works, 
belonging to the late Earl of Godolphin. Thefe abounded with mineral and metallic 
foflils, which Mr. Borlafe collected from time to time; and his collection increafing by 
degrees, he was encouraged to ftudy at large the natural hiftory of his native county- 
While he was engaged in this defign, he could not avoid being ftruck with the mime- 
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rous monuments of remote antiquity that are to be met with in feveral parts of Corn- 
wall; and which had hitherto been paffed over with far lefs examination than they de- 
ferred. Enlarging, therefore, his plan, he determined to gain as accurate an acquaint- 
ance as poflible with the Druid learning, and with the religion and cuftoms of the an- 
cient Britons, before their converfion to Chriftianity. To this undertaking he was en- 
couraged by feveral gentlemen of his neighbourhood, who were men of literature and 
lovers of Rritifh antiquities ; and particularly by Sir John St. Aubyn, grandfather of the 
prefent Baronet of that family, and the late Rev. Edward Collins, Vicar of St. Earth. 
In the year 1748, Mr. Borlafe, happening to attend the ordination of his eldeft fon at 
Exeter, commenced an acquaintance with the Rev. Dr. Charles Lyttelton, late Biihop 
of CarliQe, then come to be inftalled into the Deanry, and the Rev. Dr. Milles, the 
prefent Dean; two gentlemen of diftinguifhed eminence for hiftorical and antiquarian 
knowledge, and who, in fuccefiion, have fo worthily and ably prefided over the Society 
of Antiquaries in London. Our Author's correfpondence with thefe learned and com- 
municative gentlemen was a great encouragement to the profecution of his ftudies ; and 
he has taken care to acknowledge his obligations to them, in feveral parts of his works. 
In 1750, being at London, he was admitted a Fellow of the Royal Society, into which 
he had been chofen the year before, after having fhewn how well he deferved that ho- 
nour, by communicating an ingenious and curious Eflay on the Cornifti Cryftals (d). W^^gmjmt 
Mr. Borlafe having completed, in 1753, his manufcript of the Antiquities of Cornwall, phicai iwac- 
carried it to Oxford, where he finifhed the whole impreffion, in folio, in the February 
following. A fecond edition of it, in the fame form, was publiflied at London, in P , 642, &c* * 
1769 [/fj. Our Author's next publication was, " Obfervations on the ancient and 

<f prefent 


[J] The ritle of the work is as follows : " An- 
•* tiquities, hiftorical and monumental, of the County 
*' of Cornwall. Con filling of feveral E flays on the 
" ancient Inhabitants, Druid Superftition, Cuftoms 
■ and Remains of the moft remote Antiquity in Bri- 
*< tain, and the Britifh Ifles, exemplified and proved by 
" Monuments now extant in Cornwall and the Scilly 
" Iflands ; with a Vocabulary of the Cornu-Britifh 
*« Language. By William Borlafe, L. L. D. F. R. S. 
" Reclor of Ludgvan, Cornwall. 

'* Miratur, facilefque oculos fert omnia circum 

u JEneas y capiturque locis, et Jingula l&tus 

*' Exquiritque audit que wirum monimenta prior um. 

VlRG. 

'J The fecond Edition, revifed, with feveral Additions, 
€t by the Author; to which is added a Map of Corn- 
** wall, and two new Plates." This very valuable per- 
formance is dedicated to the late Sir John St. Aubyn, 
Bart, who, as well as his father, had been a great en- 
courager of the defign. The work is divided into four 
books, and thefe again into chapters, the general con- 
tents of which we fhaM lay before our readers, to give 
them a flight view of the entertainment they may ex- 
pecl from fo curious a publication. Book I. General 
Obfervations on the Hiftory of Britain. Chap. I. 
Of the Name of Britain. II. Of the ancient Inha- 
bitants of Britain. III. Firft Inhabitants from Gaul, 
and Gaul only. IV. Of the Gauls. V. What the 
ancient Inhabitants of Britain knew, or thought of 
their own Original. VI. Of the Refemblance which 
the ancient Cimbri or Celts bore the Eaftern Nations, 
and how far the Monuments of Afia and the Eaftern 
Parts of Europe may contribute to illuftrate the Anti- 
quities of the Weftern Nations. VII. Of the Story 
of Brute, and the Phenician Trade to this Ifland. 
VIII. Of the Grecians. IX. Of the Romans. X. Of 
the Saxons. XI. Of the Danes. XII. Of the Nor- 
mans. XIII. Of the Britifh Religion. This laft is 
only a Ihort introductory Chapter to the fecond Book, 
which treats more fpecifically, and at large, con- 
cerning the Britifh Religion, and in which the fol- 
lowing Subjects are confidered. Chap. I, Of Idolatry 
in general. II. Of the Name and Clafles of the 
Druid Priefthood. III. Of the Countries inhabited 
by the Druids ; probably only Gaul and Britain, 
IV. Of the Antiquity of the Druids. V. The Ori- 
ginal of the Druid Dodlrine and Priefthood. VI. That 
Druidifm had its firft Rife in Britain. VII. The Dig- 
nity and Power of *the Druids. VIII. Of the Druid 
Difcipline ; the Quality and Admiffion of their Difci- 
ples ; the Privacy, Time, Privileges, and Manner 
of their Inftruftion ; their Correction. IX. Of 
Druidefles, and whether the Germans had any fe- 
male Druids. X. Of the Druid Learning, Letters, 
Language, Doctrine, and Tenets. XL Of their 
phyflcal Knowledge. XII. Of their Botany and 


Anatomy. XIII. Moral and religious Doftrine. 
XIV. Of «the Immortality and Tranfmigration of the 
Soul, and how far adopted by the Druids. XV. Of 
Druid Doarines. XVI. Of the Druid Deities and 
Idols. XVII. Of the Druids Places of Worfhip. 
XVIII. Of the Druid Worfliip. XIX. Of the fu- 
perftitious Rounds and Turnings of the Body, which 
the Druids and other Gentiles performed during the 
Time of Worfhip, and of Luftration. XX. Of the 
holy Fires of the Druids. "XXI. Of their Divina- 
tion, Charms, and Incantations. XXII. Of the 
great Refemblance betwixt the Druid and Perfiaa 
Superftition, and the Caufe of it enquired into* 
XXIII. The Declenfion and Expiration of Druidifm. 
The third Bcok of this Work is devoted to the Con- 
fideration of rude Stone Monuments, under the fub- 
fequent Heads. I. Of rude Stone Monuments in 
genenl. II. Of fingle Stones erecl, or rude Pillars. 

III. Of Rock-Idols, their feveral Shapes, ancjthe high 
Opinion which the Ancients entertained of them. 

IV. Of the Logan, Lagan, or rocking Stones. V. Of 
the great Virtues attributed by the Ancients in foreign 
Parts, and the Druids here, to particular Stones and 
Gems. VI. Of Monuments, confiding of two, three, 
or feveral Stones ; their Defcription, and original 
Defign enquired into. VII. Of circular Monuments ; 
the Ufe and Defign of them among the Ancients in 
foreign Countries, and the Druids in this. VIII. Of 
Barrows. IX. Of the Cromleh. X. Of Urn-burial, 
and fome remarkable Urns found in Cornwall. XI. Of 
the Rock-bafons. XII. Of the Gold Coins found at 
Kam-Bre in Cornwall, and what Nation they are to 
be afcribed to. XIII. Of the Brafs Belts found atKam- 
Bre and elfewhere. XIV. Of the Caves of the ancient 
Cornilh Britons. The fourth and laft Book treats of 
the Roman Remains of Cornwall ; and comprehends 
the following Particulars. Chap. I. Of Roman Coins. 
II. Of Roman Sepulchres, and other Remains found 
in Cornwall. III. Of Roman Camps and Fortifica- 
tions in Cornwall. IV. Of the Roman Geography 
of Cornwall, and the ancient and prefent Name and 
Limits. V. Of the Roman Ways. VI, Cornwall 
conquered by the Romans as early as the Time of 
Agricola, in the Reign of Domitian. VII. Of an 
cient Caftles in Cornwall; and firft of Hill-caftles. 
VIII. Of walled Caftles, defigned for Refidence as 
well as Defence. IX. Of walled Caftles of Refidence 
and Defence which have Keeps; and firft of Tre- 
maton. X. Of the State of Chriftianity in Corn- 
wall after the Roman Conqueft. XI. Of religious 
Houfes founded in Cornwall after the Roman Con- 
queft. XII. Infcribed Monuments after the Con- 
queft. XIIL Of the Princes and civil Govern- 
ment of Cornwall, from the eariieft Account of it, to 
the Norman Conqueft.— We can aflure fuch of our 
readers as have not yet perufed Dr. Borlafe's Anti- 
quities of Cornwall, that they will find it a very ju- 
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(i) Antiquities 
of Cornwall, 
j>. 63, 2d edit. 


(2) Monthly 
Review ,VoJ.xiv, 


(3) lW.p.450, 


<c prefent State of the Iflands of Scilly, and their Importance to the Trade of Great 
cc Britain [5], in a letter to the reverend Charles Lyttelton, LL. D. Dean of Exeter, 
" and F. R. S." This work, which was printed likewife at Oxford, and appeared in 
1756, in quarto, was an extenfion of a paper that had been read before the Royal So- 
ciety, on the 8th of February 1753, entitled, " An Account of the great Alterations 
<( which the Iflands of Scilly have undergone, fince the Time of the Ancients, who 
<c mention them, as to their Number, Extent, and Pofition (*)." It was at the re- (t) Pnibf. 
queft of Dr. Lyttelton, that this account was enlarged into a diftind treatife. In 1757, J^tpvti. 
Mr. Borlafe again employed the Oxford prefs, in the printing of his Natural Hiltory of p. 55. 
Cornwall [C], for which he had been many years making collections, and which was 

publifhed 


(4 J Obfervations 
on the ancient 
and prefent State 
of the Iflands of 
Scilly &f>. 
p. 31. 


(5) Uid.p. 55- 


dicious, as well as a very learned work. The author 
hath not entered into thofe long digreflions, or ad- 
vanced thofe fanciful hypothefes, which may be found 
in fome antiquarian writers. His conjectures are 
modeft, and, in general, well fupported ; and there 
is a vein of good fenfe running through his perform- 
ance which reflects upon him no fmall degree of ho- 
nour. In faying this, it cannot be fuppofed that we 
mean to affert our agreement with him in every mi- 
nute particular, upon fubje&s which, in themfelves, 
are fufficiently obfeure and difficult. Particularly, 
when, in accounting for the fame, or the like idola- 
try's prevailing in all nations, he afcribes it, among 
other caufes, to its being conducted by the author of 
error, the father of lies ; that is, by the devil ; the 
folution of the queftion is more orthodox than philo- 
fophical (1). 

IB] Obfervatiom on the ancient and prefent State of 
the Iflands of Stilly.] It hath juftly been obferved, that 
this performance did not in the leaft diminifh the re- 
putation which Mr. Borlafe had already acquired as 
an antiquary. In the iflands of Scilly he met with 
plenty of materials to gratify an inquifitive difpofition. 
With much labour, and not without much hazard, he 
has traced, in thofe iflands, and defcribed, feveral 
remarkable monuments of antiquity. His conjectures 
upon them are ingenious, and generally well fup- 
ported ; and his defcriptio»s are feldom attended 
with that infipid drynefs, too frequently found in dif- 
quifitions of this fort. The objects, at the fame 
time, are prefented to the eye, in well executed cop- 
per-plates (2). The writer referred to, hath farther 
obferved, that the ftudy of antiquity was Mr. Borlafe's 
favourite attachment ; and that, as a naturalift, he 
did not greatly excel. The latter aflTenion is un- 
doubtedly amiftake : nor could it, we fuppofe, have 
been made by the periodical critic, if our author's 
Natural Hiftory of Cornwall had then been publiftied. 
However, the Reviewer adds, that Mr. Borlafe has 
Judicioufly and clearly pointed out the importance of 
the iflands of Scilly to Great Britain ; the prejudice 
that would accrue frcm their falling into an enemy's 
hand ; what is wanting for their protection and en- 
couragement ; the neceffity of fupplying the inhabi- 
tants with proper perfons to excite among them a fpi- 
rit of induflry, to amend their morals, and infpire 
them with a due fenfe of religious dt ties (3). 

We fhall take notice of a few incidental circum- 
flanccs which occur in the obfervations on the iflands 
of Scilly, Mr. Bor'afe and his companion, during 
their viflt to the iflands, being defirous of examining 
feveral of the barrows, or fepulchres, where, according 
to common opinion, giants were buried, employed 
fome foldiers to open them ; and on the following 
night there happened to be a remarkably violent 
itorm. This the iflanders imputed to the giants being 
offended at having their burying-place difturbed ; and 
our author and his friend were confidered as the fource 
of a calamity which had deftroyed the poor people's 
crops (4). ■ 

In St. Martin's, one of the iflands, which had be- 
come deflitute of inhabitants, a little colony had been 
eftablimed, by a Mr. Ekines, fomething more than 
one hundred years before Mr. Bcrlafe's vifit. There 
were then in it eighteen families, all related, who had a 
great opinion of their ownafland, were not willing to 
admit Grangers among them, and thought they could 
not live any where fo plentifully and pleafantly as at 
St. Martini (5). It is remarkable that the ifle of 
Scilly, which gives the general name to the reft, is 
now fo fmall and inconfiderable a fpot, that fcarcely 
any thing but birds could mount its cliffs, and its 
barrennefs would fuffer nothing but fca birds to inha- 
bit there. It is fhewn, however, by our author, that 


it was formerly of greater extent; being joined, by 
little necks of land, to what are now become iflands 
(6). The whole of the Scilly Ifles, at the time we 
are fpeaking of, contained about a thoufand inha- 
bitants ; and thofe of them who lived temperately, 
lived to a great age (7). More tin was found in thefe 
iflands when the Phenicians traded thither, than at 
prefent : But it is not probable that that commercial 
people drew, from thofe alone, the whole of this va- 
luable metal, which they difperfed through fo many 
parts of the world. Mr. Borlafe hath endeavoured to 
prove, with no fmall appearance of reafon, that the 
Phenicians and other traders included the weftern 
parts of Cornwall in the iflands called Cafliterides (8). 
No adders, or venomous creatures, of any kind, are 
to be met with in the Scilly Ifles (9). Anciently, 
they were fully cultivated and inhabited ; and mutt, 
our author thinks, have undergone fome great ca- 
taftrophe (10). The prefent race of inhabitants are all 
new-comers (l 1). 

Dr. Campbell, in his admirable work, " The 
" Political Survey of Great Britain," hath given an 
account of the Iflands of Scilly, for which he is, in 
part, indebted to Dr. Borlafe ; and hath made fomfc 
excellent obfervations on the improvements of which 
thefe iflands are capable (12). 

[C] His Natural Hifory of Cornwall] The title of 
this work is as follows ; " The Natural History 
" of Cornwall. The Air, Climate, Water, 
" Rivers, Lakes, Sea, and Tides ; of the Stones, 
" Semi-metals, Metals, Tin, and the Manner of 
" Mining; the Constitution of the Stanna- 
" ries ; Iron, Copper, Silver, Lead, and 
" Gold, found in Cornwall. Vegetables, rare 
<c Birds, Fifties, Shells, Reptiles, and Quadrupeds : 
€i Of the Inhabitants, their Manners, Cuftoms, 
" Plays, or Interludes, Exercifes, and Feftivals ; the 
" Cornish Language, Trade. Tenures, and 
" Arts. Illuftrated with a new Sheet Map of the 
M County, and twenty-eight Folio Copper-plates 
" from Original Drawings, taken on the Spot." 
Oxford. Folio. This very valuable performance is 
dedicated to the nobility and gentry of the county of 
Cornwall ; to which dedication is fubjoined an ex- 
planation of the rife of the treatife ; the difficulties 
that interfered in the completion of it ; the afliftance 
obtained ; the method, plan, and connection of the 
whole work, and the undeniable imperfections in the 
execution of it, as the author modeftly expreflfes him- 
felf. The contents of this work will, in part, be 
feen from the title already given ; and we can aflure 
our readers, who have not hitherto perufed it, that 
they will find in it a great variety of curious and ufe- 
ful information. Dr. Borlafe hath done particular 
juftice to the metals of his native county, and efpe- 
daily to tin, the peculiar and mof! valuable property 
of Cornwall. When he treats of its inhabitants, he 
explains, among other things, why it fends fo many 
members to parliament. This pre-eminence of the 
county is not ancient. From the 23d of Edward the 
Firft, five boroughs only, viz. Launcefton, Lifkard, 
Truro, Bodmyn, and He)fton fent two members each, 
and the county two. Leftwythyel hath held the fame 
privilege from the 4th of Edward the Second, and 
fent two members once before, viz. in the 33d of 
Edward the Firft. Thefe are the only fix ancient bo- 
roughs of Cornwall, and the number was neither di- 
miniftied nor increafed, till the 6th of Edward the 
Sixth, excepting in one fingle inftance, mentioned 
hereafter. But at this time, being the latter end of 
Edward the Sixth's reign, feven other boroughs, viz. 
Saltafh, Camel ford, Weft-Loo, Granpont, Tin d age 1, 
Michel, and Newport, were permitted to fend up 
two members each. In the firft year of Mary, Pen- 
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publifhed in April, 1758. After the publication of the feveral volumes we have men- 
tioned, he fent a variety of foflils, and remains of antiquity, which he had defcribed 
in his works, to be repofited in the Afhmolean Mufeum, for the fatisfaftion of the in- 
quifitive ; and to the fame repofitory he continued to fend every thing curious, of the 
like kind, which fell into his hands. For his benefactions in this refpeft, he received 
the thanks of the Univerfity, in a letter from the Vice-Chancellor, dated Novem- 
ber 18, 1758 5 and in March, 1766, that learned body conferred on him the degree 
of DoCtor of Laws. 

Though Dr. Borlafe, when he had completed his three principal works, was become 
more than fixty years of age, he continued to exert his ufual diligence and vigour. 
The chief objects of his attention were his paftoral duty, and the ftudy of the Scrip- 
tures. In the courfe of this ftudy, he drew up paraphrales on the books of Job, and 
the books of Solomon, and wrote fome other pieces of a religious kind; all of which, 
however, he feems to have compofed rather for his private improvement, than with a 
view to publication. His amufements abroad were, to fuperintend the care of his 
parifh, and particularly the forming and reforming of its roads, which were more nu- 
merous than in any parifh of Cornwall, and perhaps than in mod places of equal ex- 
tent in England. His amufements at home were the Belles-Lettres, and efpecially 
painting. Dr. Borlafe did not, however, defert his former literary purfuits. The 
correction and enlargement of his Antiquities of Cornwall, for a fecond edition, en- 
gaged fome part of his time ; and when this bufinefs was completed, he applied his 
attention to a minute revifion of his Natural Hiftory, and to the interfperfion of the 
additional difcoveries which had occurred to him. He added alfo fuch frefli fubjefts 
and embellifhments as were furnifhed by fubfequent informations. As this work is 
already become fcarce, a new edition of it, with the Author's improvements, would 
probably be very acceptable to the Public. After Dr. Borlafe had revifed his Natural 
Hiftory, he prepared for the prefs a Treatife he had compofed fome years before, 
concerning the Creation and Deluge. But a violent illnefs, in January 1771, and the 
apprehenfions of entangling himfelf in fo long and clofe an attention as the correcting 
of the fheets, folely, and at fuch a diftance from London, would require, induced him 
to drop his defign, and to recal the manufcript from his bookieller, when only a few 
pages of it had been printed. From the time of his illnefs, he began fenfibly to decline; 
the infirmities of old age came faft upon him ; and it was vifible to all his friends that 
his diflblution was approaching. This expetted event happened on the 31ft of Auguft, 


ryn, and in the fourth and 'fifth of the fame reign, 
St. Ives, had the like privilege. In the firft of Eli- 
zabeth, Tregony was admitted; in the fifth St. Ger- 
mans, and St. Maw's; in the 1 3th Eaft-Loo and 
Fawy ; and in the 27th of that reign Callington, 
making up the number of twenty-one boroughs, 
which, with the county, return to parliament forty- 
four members. The reafon of this modern addition 
to the boroughs, Dr. Borlafe thinks, may bell appear 
from confidering thaf the dutchy of Cornwall yields 
in tin and lands an hereditary revenue, much fupe- 
rior to what the crown has in any county in England, 
(13) Saltafo, and that eight of thefe boroughs (13) had either an 
Campiford, immediate or remote connection with the demefne 
Gran ont* Tin * anc * s °^ tn * s dutchy, a link formerly of much ftricter 
d a ™" P °T?egony" un ^ on anc ^ higher command than at prefent. Four 
St.° Maw's, and other boroughs (Newport, Penryn, St. Germans, 
Eaft-Loo. and Fawy) depended on, or wholly belonged to reli- 

gious houfes which fell to the crown at the diflblution 
of monafteries, in the reign of Henry the Eighth. 
Of the other boroughs, Michel belonged to the rich 
and highly allied family of the Arundels of Lang- 
hearne, and St. Ives and Callington to the family of 
Pawlet. Now the feveral connections of the addi- 
tional boroughs may point out the rife of the privi- 
lege granted them of fending members to parlia- 
ment. Henry the Seventh reduced the power of the 
ancient Lords, and confequently advanced that of the 
Commons : Henry the Eighth enriched many of the 
Commons with church lands. In the latter end of 
the reign of Edward the Sixth, the Duke of North- 
umberland could not but perceive of what confequence 
it was to his ambitious fchemes to have a majority of 
the Houfe of Commons in his favour. Accordingly, 
Cornwall feems to have been pitched upon as the mofl 
proper fcene for this ftretch of prerogative, becaufe of 
the large property of the dutchy, and the influence 
arifng from that property. Six towns, therefore, 
depending on the dutchy and church lands, and one 
borough of a powerful family were indulged to fend 
fourteen members. The miniftry of thofe days were 
not fo defective in artifice as not to oblige powerful 
lords now and then with the fame indulgence which 
they granted to other boroughs ; endeavouring 
thereby to reconcile the nobility to their admtniftra- 
tion, or to make this guilty inaeafe of the preroga- 


tive lefs invidious. Queen Mary, during her fhort 
reign, admitted, probably from fimilar motives, two 
more ; and queen Elizabeth, who never rejected 
any political precedent which might confirm her 
power, though (he, exerted that power for the 
profperity of her people, as well as her own 
glory, conferred the fame honour on fix other bo- 
roughs. The only initances which could give the 
leaft colour of juftice to thefe proceedings, were few 
and weak. The borough of Tregony fent burgelTes 
indeed twice, was. in the 23d and 35th of Edward 
the Firft, but no more till the firft of Elizabeth. 
Eaft-Loo and Fawy fent one and the fame merchant, 
then called a ihip-owner, to the council at Weftmin- 
fter (not a parliament), in the fourteenth of Edward 
the Third. Of thefe inftances, however, Queen 
Elizabeth laid hold, for the more fpecious promoting 
of her defign s. It was not any objection, Dr. Borlafe 
imagines, to thefe boroughs fending up members to 
parliament, that they had little trade, few inha- 
bitants, and thofe poor, and of no eminence. Thefe 
circumftances, in all likelihood, did rather promote 
their having this privilege beftowed upon them, as 
rendering them more tractable and dependent than if 
they had been large and opulent towns, inhabited by 
perfons of trade, rank, and difcernment. It. is true, 
indeed, that thefe places, fo fummoned, were old 
boroughs, in the legal acceptation of the word : that 
is, they had immunities granted them by their princes 
or lords, exemptions from fervices in other courts, 
privileges of cxercifing trades within their own diftrict, 
and they were inverted with the property of lands, 
mills, fairs, &c. upon their paying annually a certain 
chief or fee-farm rent, Molt of them alfo were parts 
of the ancient demefnes of the crown, and had been 
either in the crown or the blood royal from the Nor- 
man conqueft (14). $0 that, by paffing to and from 
the crown often, and having their privileges con- 
ftantly referved and confirmed at every new transfer, 
thefe towns had acquired a kind of nominal dignity. 
But, notwithstanding this, they were, in every other 
light, inconfiderable, and no ways entitled to the 
power of fending members to parliament. Much 
lefs could they pretend to fu:h a claim, in preference 
to fo many more populous communities in the other 
parts of England (15). 
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(14) Once only 
excepted, wben 
Pierce Gavefton, 
by the favour of 
Edward the Se- 
cond, was Earl 
of Cornwall for 
a fhort time, 

(15) Natural 
Hiftory of Corn- 
wall, p. 309— 
3II, 
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1772, in the 77th year of his age, when he was lamented in the fever al relations of a 
kind father, an affectionate brothy, a fincere friend, an inftruftive paftor, a man of 
erudition, and a good citizen. He was buried within the communion rails in Ludgvan 
church, by the fide of Mrs. Borlafe, who had been dead above three years, and over 
whofe grave he had caufed to be inferibed the following elegant teftimony of the mutual 
harmony and affe&ion in which they had lived : 

Annas fuas, 

Per annos propemodum quadraginta et quinque 
U'xori peramatae, amanti, amabili, 
Extremum hoc qualecunque 
Grati animi pignus, 

Pofuit 
Gulielmus Borlafe. 
Deceflit in Chrifto multum defiderata 
Aprilis xxi rno die, MDCCLXIX. ^Etat. LXVL 

The epitaph placed over Dr. Borlafe by his executor, is as follows : 

Hie etiam funt repofitse 
Reliquiae Annas mariti 
Gul. Borlafe, L.L. D. R. S. S. 
Perurbani, perhumani, perquam pii, 
Hujufce parochine per annos LI I, 
Reftoris defideratifllmi, 
In republica necnon literaria verfatiffimi, 
Loquuntur fcripta 
Teftantur pofteri. 
Ob. xxxi Aug. A. D. MDCCLXXII. 

The Doftor had by his lady fix fons [D], two of whom alone furvived him, the 
Rev. Mr. John Borlafe (now living in Cornwall), and the Rev. Mr. George Borlafe 
(late Fellow of All Souls College in Oxford), deceafed. 

Befides Dr. Borlafe's literary connections with Dr. Lyttelton and Dr. Milles, before 
mentioned, he correfponded with moft of the ingenious men of his time. He had a 
particular intercourse of this kind with Mr. Pope ; and there is ftill exifting a large 
collettion of letters, written by that celebrated poet to our Author. He furnifhed 
Mr. Pope with the greateft part of the materials for forming his grotto at Twickenham, 
confifting of fuch curious foffils as the county of Cornwall abounds with: and there 
may, at prefent, be feen Dr. Borlafe's name in capitals, compofed of cryftals, in the 
grotto. •On this occafion a very handfome letter was written to the Do6tor by Mr. 
Pope, in which he fays, * I am much obliged to you for your valuable collection of 
* Cornifh diamonds. I have placed them where they may beft reprefent yourfelf, in 
c a jhade r but jhining alluding to the obfeurity of Dr. Borlafe's fituation, and the 
brilliancy of his talents. 

As a farther evidence of Dr. Borlafe's zeal in promoting the knowledge of natural 
hiftory and antiquities, we fhall fubjoin, in a note, an enumeration of the papers which 
he communicated, at different times, to the Royal Society [£]. ] K. 
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[Z>] Had by his lady Jix fens.] For one of his fons,. 
who died young in the naval fervice, there is the fol- 
lowing infeription on a fmall plate in Ludgvan church, 
written by the Doctor: 

By the fmallnefs of this table, 
Judge not, Reader, of that lofs 
Which it deplores. 
Chr. Borlafe, a youth of fweet and amiable difpofition, 
Choofmg the life of a failor, 
And making quick advances to deferve 
The honours of his profeflion, 
Died, neither by the fury of war, 
(In which he was engaged about four years) 

Nor by the dangerous element 
On which he ferved his King and country, 
But by a fever. 
Like a fair flower that had furviv'd 
The winter's hail and ftorms, 1 
Referved to be gather'd, not torn off, 
In time of peace, 
He was taken by God to himfelf, 
On the coaft Of Guinea^ Feb, 21, 1749. 
His affectionate parents, deprived of a moft hopeful fon, 
And unable to pay him -the proper funeral duties, 
Engrave their remembrance of him 
In this plate : 
Contented, becaufe fuch was the will of God. 

[£] The papers communicated by him to the Royal 
Society.] 1. An Enquiry into the original State and 
Properties of Spar, and fparry Productions ; particu- 

VOL. II. 


larly the Spars, or Cryftals, found in Cornifh mines, 
called Cornifh Diamonds ; in a Letter to Emanuel 
Mendez da Cofta, Efq; F. R. S. N° 493. Read 
Dec. 14, 1749, and May 3, 1750 (16). 2. An 
Account of the great Alterations which the I /lands 
of Sylley have undergone fince the Time of the An- 
cients, who mention them, as to their Number, Ex- 
tent, and Pofition ; in a Letter to Dr. Birch. Read 
Feb. 8, 1753 (17). Thefe two papers have already 
been mentioned in the courfe of the article. 3. An 
Account of a Storm of Thunder and Lightning near 
Ludgvan in Cornwall ; in a Letter to Dr. Lyttelton. 
Read Feb. 15, 1753 (18). 4. An Account of fome 
Trees difcovered under Ground, on the Shore at 
Mounts Bay in Cornwall ; in a Letter to the fame 
Gentleman. Read Feb. 10, 1757 (19)- 5. .An 
Account of the Earthquake in the Weft Parts of Corn- 
wall, July 15, 1757. Communicated by Dr. Lyt- 
telton, and read Jan. 26, 1758 (20). 6. An Ac- 
count of fome Antiquities found in Cornwall; in a 
Letter to the fame Gentleman. Read Jan. 1 1, 1759 
(21). 7. Some Account of the extraordinary Agita- 
tion of the Waters in Mount's Bay, and other Places, 
on the 31ft of March, 176 1 ; in a Letter to the fame 
Gentleman. Read Jan. 14, 1762 (22). 8. Account 
of fome Circumftances relative to the Earthquake 
which attended it in the We Iter n Parts of Europe (23). 
9. An Account of a remarkable Agitation of the Sea, 
July 28, 1 76 1 , and of two Thunder Storms in Corn- 
wall; in a Letter to £)n Birch. Read April I, 
1762 (24). 10. An Account of the late mild Wea- 
5 ther 


(16) Martin 
Abridg. of the 
Phil. Tranf. 
Vol. x. Part u 
p. 642, &c. 

(17) Philofo- 
phical Traftfac* 
tionSjVohxlviii, 
Part i. p. 5 5, 

{it) Bid. p. 86. 


(19) Vol. I. 
Part 1. p, 51, 


(20) Ibid. 
Part ii. p. 409, 

(21) Vol. li. 
Part i. p. 13. 

(22) Vol, Hi. 
Part ii. p 418. 

(23) Uid. 
p. 426, 


(24) nuu 
p. 507. 
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Philofophi- 
calTranfaftions, 
Vol. liii. p. 27. 


(26) Vol. lie. 
P- 59' 
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(27) Vol. Wi. 
P« 35- 

(2%) Ibid. p. 305, 
30&. 

(*)ThemateriaW 
for the prefent 
article have been 
derived from the 
information of 
Edmund Bott, 
Xfq; of Chrift- 
chutch, Hants, 
and from per- 
fonal knowledge 
and connection j 
the Writer of 
this Life having 
married a Niece 
of Mr, Thomas 
Bott. Some par- 
ticular?, con- 
cerning his wri- 
tings, have been 
communicated 
by Dr r Flcxman. 


thtr in Cornwall, and of the Quantity of Raid fallen 
there in the Year 1762 ; in a Letter to Mr. Henry 
Baker. Read Feb. 10, 1763 (25). ii. An Account 
of the Quantity of Rain fallen at Mount's Bay, in 
Cornwall, and of the Wether in that Place ; in a 
Letter to the Right Rev, Charles (Lyttelton), Lord 
Bifhop of Carlifle. Read Feb. 16, 1764 (26). 12. 
Extract from two Letters, dated Dec. 7 and 12, 
1765, to Emanuel Mendes da Cofta, Efq; Librarian 
to the Royal Society, containing an Account of na- 
tive 'Jin found in Cornwall. Read March 5, 1766 

(27) . 13. Some farther Account of that Diicovery 

(28) . 14. Meteorological Obfervations made at 


Ludgvan in Cornwall for 1767. Read March 10, 
176c (29). 15. Letters from Dr-. Borlafe to Dr. 
Charles Morton, and from Mr. Rofewarne, of Truro, 
to Dr. Borlafe ; giving an Account of a Specimen of 
native Tin found in Cornwall, and now depofited m 
the Mufeum of the Royal Society. Read Feb. i6, 
1769 (3°)* *6* Meteorological Obfervations made 
at Ludgvan in Mount's Bay, Cornwall, 176S. Read 
June 1, 1769 (31). 17- Meteorological Obferva- 
tions at the fame Place, 1769. Read Feb. 8, 1770 
(32). 18. Meteorological Obfervations at the fame 
Place, 1770. Read March 21, 1771 (33). 19. 
Ditto, for 1771. Read May 28, 1772 (34). 


fa) At St. Mi- 
chael's at the 
Picas, in Nor-^ 
wich. 


(1) j>.*3. z6i, 


%* [BOTT (Thomas), (*) M. A. a Clergyman of the Church of England, in the 
prefent century, and the Author of fome ingenious and learned publications, was de- 
fended from an ancient family in Staffordfhire [/?], and born at Derby, in the year i6§|. 
His grandfather had been a Major in the civil wars of King Charles the Firft's reign, 
we fuppofe on the fide of the parliament. His father, who was a Mercer in Derby, had 
diminifhed a confiderable paternal eftate by an extravagant attachment to gaming : 
but his mother, who was a woman of excellent underftanding and virtue, determined to 
repair the lofs, by giving a very good education to her fix children; the benefit of 
which they reaped in their future profperity and fuccefs. Thomas, who was the 
youngeft of them, acquired his grammatical learning at his native place ; after which 
he went through a regular courfe of education for the Chriftian miniftry among the 
Proteftant Diffenters. When he had finifhed his academical ftudies, he preached to a 
Prefbyterian congregation at Spalding in Lincolnfhire. But not choofing to continue 
in this mode of life, he quitted it in a very little time, and came up to London, during 
the latter end of Queen Anne's reign, with a view of preparing himfelf for the prac- 
tice of phyfic. Accordingly, he attended the anatomical lectures at the hofpitals, and 
availed himfelf of other methods of inftruftion ; by which means he acquired fuch a 
fkill in medicine, as rendered him afterwards of fingular fervice to his parrfhioners and 
neighbours. During his refidence in town, Queen Anne died ; and Mr. Bott was fo 
ardently devoted to the principles of the Whigs, and fo apprehenfive of the defigns of 
the Tories and Jacobites, that he ufed to fay, no event ever gave him a greater plea- 
fure. Soon after the acceffion of the Hanover family, he took orders in the Church of 
England ; and the firft benefice conferred upon him was the Redtory of Winburg in 
Norfolk ; for which he was indebted either to the intereft or appointment of the Lord 
Chancellor Macclesfield. Whilft he was in this fituation, he publilhed, in 1724, 
a Difcourfe, the defign of which was to fhew, that the immediate intent of our Sa- 
viour's million, was the reformation of the lives of mankind, with a principal view 
to their happinefs in this world. The Angularity of this opinion [6], and the ingenuity 
with which it was fupported, excited no fmall attention among theological men when 
the pamphlet appeared ; though it hath now become fo fcarce, that we have not been 
able to procure a copy of it on the prefent occafion. About the year 1725, Mr. 
Bott was prefented to the benefice of Reymerllon in Norfolk, by Francis Long, Efq* 
grandfather to the prefent Mr. Long of Spixworth in that county. Our Author's next 
publication was^ fmall pamphlet [C], (in 1725) in oppofition to the notion concerning 
the nature of moral good and evil, which had been advanced by Mr. Wollafton, in 
his c Religion of Nature delineated/ That Mr. Bott was right in his obje&ions to 
Mr. Wollafton's peculiar opinion, will now univerfally be acknowledged, though the 
popularity of the book for a time, and its real excellence in other refpefts, might, at 
firft, feduce a number of readers. On the 17th of April, 1730, he preached a Ser- 
mon (a) } at the Archdeacon of Norwich's vifitation, which was printed under the fol- 
lowing title : < Morality, founded in the Reafon of Things, and the Ground of Reve- 


ts J From an ancient family in Stafford/hire.] The 
Botts have been feated in Staffordfhire for feveral 
centuries, and the arms of the family are engraved 
in the map annexed to Dr. Plot's Hiftory of that 
County. In the fame work mention is occafionally 
made of Mr. John Bott of Dunflable, as a friend of 
the author's (1). 

[2?] The Jingularity of this opinion."] The Pamphlet 
was intitled, 1 The Peace and Happinefs of this 

* World the immediate Defign of Chriftianity, a Dit 

* courfe on Luke ix. 56. With an Addrefs in the 

* Clofe to the Deifts, or thofe who deny the Chriftian 

* Revelation. By Thomas Bott, Rector of Winburg 

* in Norfolk.' Evo. That this notion is, in fome de- 
gree, a Angular one, cannot be doubted ; for though 
St. Paul hath obferved, that godlinefs hath the promife 
of the life that iffcw is, as well as of that which is to 
come ; and though it is certain, that the practice of 
the Chriftian virtues hath a tendency to promote the 
prefent happinefs of mankind, both by the regular 
operation of thefe virtues, and the peace and plea- 


fure with which the exercife of them is accompanied ; 
yet it hath been the concurrent fentiment of Divines, 
and we think with reafon, that the prime view of our 
Saviour's revelation is directed to a future and eter- 
nal world. 

[C] Next publication was a fmall pamphlet.] The 
tide of this piece is, c The principal and peculiar No- 

• tion advanced in a late Book, intitled, the Religion of 
4 Nature delineated ; con fid ere d and refuted. In a Let- 

* ter to a Gentleman.' 8vo. It is well known, that 
Mr. Wollafton made the formal ratio of moral good 
and evil to con fill in an agreement or difagretment with 
truth ; and by truth, he meant any truth whatever ; 
any true proportion *whatfoe<ver, whether containing mat- 
ter of Jpeculation, or plain fad. According, there- 
fore, to this opinion, the proper idea and nature of 
moral evil confifted in its acling a lie. This fentiment 
Mr. Bott hath confidered and confuted with great 
ftrength of reafon : and we would have produced 
fome paflages in proof of our aflci tion, if the fubjeel 
treated of had been at this time a point in difpute. 

c lation/ 


(29) Vol. Iviiv. 


(30} Vol. \ix. 
P47- 

(31) /£ iV. p 157 

(31) mi*, 
p. 230. 

(33) Vol.UJ. 
p. 195. 

(y±) Vol. IxjU 


(h ) He ts faid 
to have printed 
an Aflize Ser- 
mon ; but in 
what year we 
have not been 
informed. 


BOTT. 

c latum/ In the fame year, he pnblifhed a fecond Traftin defehce of his peculiar notion 
concerning the immediate purpofe of the Gofpel. It was intitled, tf The Nature andDe- 

* fign of Chriftianity farther confi(fered, in a Difcourfe on the Simplicity and Reafonable- 

* nefs of the Chriftian Inftitution ; defigned to obviate thofe Prejudices againft it, which 
c are both the mod common, and likewife obferved to have the greateft Influence.' 8vo. 
In 1734, Mr. Long, who was Mr. Bott's chief patron, gave him the rectory of Spix- 
worth, which he held, together with Croftwick, the adjoining parifh, to hia deatli. 
In 1738, he was appointed to preach, at the cathedral church of Norwich, the.anni- 
verfary difcourfe on the 30th of January. The words he difcourfed from were thofe 
of our Saviour, Whatfoevcr ye would that men JIjouU do unto you, do ye alfo to them\ and 
in the body of the fermon, he confined himfelf to a very accurate and judicious illuf- 
'tration of our Lord's precept, without taking notice of the aftion appointed to be 
commemorated and deprecated upon that day. But, in the conclufion, he obferved 
(and that was the only obfervation he made upon it) that if both parties had, in their 
conduct, adhered to the rule given in the text, it had not been polTible for the event to 
have taken place. This fermon was printed, at the requeft of the Mayor and Corporation 
of Norwich. He was the Author, likewife, in the fame year, of a Tra6t, intitled, 

* Remarks upon Dr. Butler's Sixth Chapter of the Analogy of Religion, concern- 
c ing Neceffity and alfo upon the DifTertation upon the Nature of Virtue, by Philan- 

* thropus/ 8vo (3). In 1739, he married Rebecca, the daughter of Edmund Britiffe, 
Efq; of Hunworth in Norfolk. How happy Mr. Bott was in this connexion, is evi- 
dent from his having faid to feveral of his friends, that he did riot believe there was 
fuch another woman in the world : and, indeed* her conduit as a wife, a mother, and 
a friend, gave her a claim to every kind epithet which gratitude could felefh 
In 1743, Mr. Bott publiflied his principal work [D], which was an Anfwer to the 
firft Volume of Mr. Warburton's Divine Legation of Mofes. This reply of our 
Author's is written with temper 2nd moderation ; and, whatever opinions may be 
formed of the points in debate, the learning of it is unqueftionable. When the 
rebellion happened in 1745, Mr. Bott refolved, if the Jacobites had prevailed in their 
attempt to overthrow the conftitution of this country, to abandon England, and to 
pafs over to Switzerland, or to one of our colonies in America. In the year 1747, he 
was prefented to the reftory of Edgefield in Norfolk, by Mrs. Harbord; at the recom- 
mendation of her father, Sir Benjamin Wrench of Norwich, an old acquaintance 3 and 
partly out of gratitude for our Author's having prevented, by his advice, a ridiculous 
and pernicious match in that family. The zeal manifefted by him on this occafion was 
agreeable to his difpofition, which was kind and friendly - y he not being at all one of 
thofe perfons who feel or think quod extra nos nihil ad nos. Though Mr. Bott held more 
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[Z>] Puhlijhed his principal work.] It is in titled, 

* An Anfwer to the Rev. Mr. Warburton's Divine 

* Legation of Mofes, in three Parts. In which are 

* coniidered, I. Some of his Quotations from the An- 

* cients. II. His Manner of Reafoning. And, 

* III. His Notion of moral Obligation. By Thomas 

* Bott, A. M. Rector of Spixworth, Norfolk.' 8vo. 

* In this, as in his other works,' fays the Gentleman 
to whom we are chiefly indebted for the materials 
of the prefent article, * Mr. Bott feems to me to prb- 

* ceed in what may be called a Socratic Logic. He 

* grants, for a time, the propofition, and helps the 
' opponent to confute himfelf, merely by mewing 

* him the abfurd confequenccs. The practice of de- 

* nying every thing is excellent for keeping up the 

* difpute ; but the other more naturally and quietly 

* tend? to confutation and conviction.' In the firft 
part of Mr. Bott's performance, he examines a num- 
ber of paflages from the Ancients, which he thinks 
had either been miftaken or mifapplied by the Author 
of the Divine Legation. In the fecond, he confiders 
fome of that celebrated writer's pofitions, ws. that the 
inculcating the doctrine of a future flate of rewards and 
puniihments is neceflary to the well-being, of civil fo- 
ciety ; that all mankind, efpecially the moft wife and 
learned nations of antiquity, have concurred in be- 
lieving and teaching the neceffity of this doctrine to 
the fupport of government ; and that the Philofopbers, 
though they were perpetually inculcating this doctrine 
in their writings, did not believe a future flate either 
of rewards or punilTiments. The laft point is parti- 
cularly examined by our Author ; and it cannot be 
denied, that he hath fuftained his argument, not only 
with much learning, but with great flrength of rea- 
fbn. In the third part of Mr. Bott's work, he en- 
deavours to confute Mr. Warburton's notion, that the 
only foundation of moral obligation is the pofitive 
will or command of a fuperior. To give a ihort fpe- 
cimen of our Author's reafoning upon this fubject ; 

* Suffer me, fays he, to afk, Is there nothing in the 

* actions themfelves to determine the 'will of this fu- 
1 peri or, to command one, and to forbid another ? 


€ If fo, it will follow, that it was antecedently in- 

* different which was commanded, and which for- 

* bidden : and that, whereas one fort of actions have 

* been commanded, and another forbidden, the 

* latter might have been commanded, and the other 

* forbidden. And then it will follow too, that it 

* muft be abfolutely impoffible for any man, by any 

* mere light of nature, to know what are the com- 

* mands and prohibitions of this fuperior will : for 
< in invejtigating morals by the light of nature, there 
' is no other way of coming at the will of the fupe- 
s rior Being, but by firft finding out the reafonable- 
' nefs or unreafonablenefs of fuch and fuch actions ; 
' and from theme concluding the divine pleafure 
f with relation to them. Let Mr. Warburton like- 
c vvife further confider, whether God is not a morally 
' good Being; whether he has not morally good dif- 

* pofitions, or moral attributes ; and, laftly, whether 
c he does not act morally well. Nothing of this can 
' be denied. Let it then be farther considered, whe- 

* the divine morality, the morality of God's attributes 

* and actions, can be founded in will : not the will 
' of a fuperior ; for he has none : not his own will ; 

* for this, in Mr. Warburton's own opinion, cannot 
' conftitute an obligation upon himfelf. And others 
1 will fay, not his own will ; becaufe this will muft 
c be determined by fome reafon or no reafon : if by 

* fome reafon, then it is that reafon that conftitutes the 
' morality : if by no reafon, then the determination 
f is precarious ; and whereas God is faid to be jufl 
c and good y he might have been, and may at any time 
' be, quite the reverfe. But if the morality of the 
\ Supreme Being is not founded in will, but in fome- 
' thing very different, the reafon of things, why 
1 may not the morality of inferior beings be fo too ? 
' It muft be fo, unlefs mere finitenefs makes a dif- 
1 fere nee ; which how it mould do here, no one will 

' be able to fay (2).' Mr. Bott's Anfwer to the Divine ( 2 ) Anfwer to 
Legation did not receive a reply. However, the con- Warburton * ?• 
troverfy concerning the opinions of the philofophers * 3 *~*34* 
with regard to a future ftate was afterwards revived, 
as we lhall have occafion to fee under other articles. 

than 
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than one benefice at a time, his ecclefiaftical income fcarcely, at any period, exceeded 
two hundred pounds a year. Such, however, was his difcretion in the management of 
his affairs, that, very early in life, he formed a refolution of laying up money for his 
fupport, after his faculties ihould no longer be equal to the talk of difcharging his duty 
as a Minifter of the Gofpel. About the year 1750, his mental powers began to de- 
cline. The declenfion, at fir ft, was gradual ; but about Chriftmas 1752, he ceaied to 
appeal in the pulpit. The laft time of his conducing divine worfhip, he was not able 
to go through the communion fervice. Mrs. Bott, oblerving his confufion, fent her 
fon to afiift his father in finding the Epiftle and Gofpel. The heart of the youth, wh ,*n 
he came to his parent's aid, was melted at his tears, his fhaking and trembling hands, 
and his murmuring voice, which indicated unutterable diftrefs ; and he was fhocked at 
the thought of the agony his father muft have fuffered, before fo fine an underftanding 
and lb ftrong a mind could be reduced to that degree, as to ftand in need of the affift- 
ance of a child, and be pleaied, as was evidently the cafe, with his filial interpofitiori. 
From that time Mr. Bott gave over ftudy, and read only for amufement. The laft 
book perufed by him was the Bachelor of Salamanca. In his ftudious days, Horace 
ufed to be his favourite and lighteft author. In the beginning of the year 1753, MA 
and Mrs. Bott removed from Spixworth to Norwich; and during his refidence in this 
"city he declined rapidly till his death, which took place on the 23d of September 1754, 
in the 67th year of his age. Mrs. Bott furvived him nearly feventeen years, and is 
buried in the fame grave. 

Our Author began and concluded the day with a pipe ; and in the morning he al- 
ways fmoked it with the New Teftament in his hand. Partly from nature, and partly 
through difappointment, he was not a little Choleric ; of which imperfection he was 
fo fully fenfibfe, that, on account of it, he refufed to accept of an offer which was made 
him of the fchool at Norwich. He never was guilty of flattery, nor, on the other 
hand, was he arrogant or a {Turning. At the fame time, he would in no cafe fubmit 
to infult, but always returned it with a contempt which was accompanied with fevere 
ftrokes of fatire. Hence he created to himfelf fome enemies, though he was rarely unjuft 
in the application of his talent of wit and humour. Wealth, when joined with ignorance, 
pride, and impertinence, could extort no homage from him; but he did not refufe his 
friendfhip and refpedt to men who were not diftinguifhed by the liberality of their edu- 
cation, or the eminence of their underftandings, when their characters were worthy, 
and their conduct regulated by the rules of propriety. Integrity and fortitude were 
among his prime virtues ; nothing being able to engage him to aft contrary to his 
own opinions, or to the dictates of his conference. Though his fentiments, both upon 
civil ahd religious fubjefts, nearly coincided with thofe of Bifhop Hoadly, we are, ne- 
verthelefs, allured that he once fteadily oppoled that eminent and excellent Prelate, in 
fome inftance wherein he thought him to be wrong. Notwithftanding his firm attach- 
ment to the revolution, and the Hanover fucceffion, yet, when, in his eftimation, Sir 
Robert Walpole, and the other original fupporters of the prefent Royal Family, intro- 
duced the language and corruption of Tories into the adminiflration, he then defended 
them no longer ; and hath often been heard to fpeak with great indignation of their 
departure from the principles of liberty and the conftitution. Mr. Bott was thoroughly 
perfuaded of t^e truth of the religion he profeffed, and appeared like a Platonic or 
Stoic Philofopher converted to Chriftianity. However, it muft be confe/Ted, that he 
"did not attain to all the patience prefcribed by the Stoic, or acquire all the meeknefs 
and long fuffering inculcated by the fyftem of the Gofpel. 

Mr. Bott's reputation, learning, and virtues procured him the acquaintance and friend- 
fhip of the moft relpe&able members of the diocefe of, Norwich; and he was particu- 
larly connected with that fet of his contemporary Divines who were diftinguifhed for 
the liberality of their fentiments. He correfponded with the learned Dr. Sykes, and 
was intimate with the Rev. Mr. Pyle of Lynn ; his fon, the late Dr. Pyle, Prebendary 
"of Winchcfter Dr. John Clarke, Dean of Sarum ; and his brother, the eminent Dr. 
Samuel Clarke. Our Author ufed to relate, what we have likewife heard from other 
quarters, that Dr. Samuel Clarke was not only of a chearful, but of a playful difpofi- 
tion. Once, when Mr. Bott called upon' him, he found him fwimming upon a table. 
.At another time, when the two Dr. Clarkes, Mr. Bott, and feveral men of ability and 
learning were together, and amufing themfelves with diverting tricks, Dr. Samuel 
Clarke, looking out of the window, faw a grave blockhead approaching to the houfe ; 
upon which he cried out, " Boys, boys, bewife,here comes a fool." Thefe little anec- 
dotes will not leflcn that great man's reputation in the opinion of any but thofe whole 
folemnity is fuperior to their wifdom. 

Mr. Bott left only one fon, Edmund Bott, Efq; now of Chrift-church in Hampfhire. 
This Gentleman had his grammatical education in the city of Norwich, from whence 
he removed jo Trinity College, Cambridge, of which he was fome time a Fellow. Ha- 
ving been entered at the Temple, he became a Barrifter at Law. But finding the fa- 
tigues of his profeflion inconfiftent with his health, he quitted pra&ice, and contents 
himfelf with being ufeful to his neighbours, in difcharging the duties of a juftice of 
peace. He publifhed, in 177 1, a Collection of Cafes relating to the Poor Laws, a work 
which is in much eftimation. He is a Fellow of the Society of Antiquaries, and is 
known for his learning and tafte,] 6 K. 
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BOULTER (Hugh) D. D. Archbiftiop of Armagh, Primate and Metropolitan 
of all Ireland, is one of thofe fubjefts that cannot be handled without panegyric, the 
naked relation of his aftions being Itich. He was born in or near London, of a repu- 
table and eftated family [/?], and received his firlt rudiments of learning at Merchant- 
Taylor's fchool (a), in that great metropolis, where, having with a quick proficiency 
got through grammar learning, and fuch parts of knowledge as are ulually taught in 
fchools, he was admitted from thence a Commoner (b) in Chrift-church in Oxford fome ( i)ibid. 
time before the Revolution. His merit became fo confpicuous there, that immedi- 
ately after that great event, he was elected a Demi (c) of Magdalen-college, together (c j ihid. 
with the late Mr. Addifon, and Dr. Jofeph Wilcox, the late Bifhop of Rochefter and 
Dean of Weftminfter. Dr. Hough, who was then reftored to the Prefidentfliip of that 
college (from which he had been unwarrantably ejected in the reign of King James II.) 
ufed to call this election by the name of the golden elettion (d), from the merit and (d) mdi 
learning of the perfons who were chofen ; and the fame refpeftful appellation was long 
after made ufe of in common conversation in the college. Mr. Boulter was afterwards 
made Fellow (<?) of Magdalen-college, for which, as well as for Chrift-church, he always 
retained fentiments of refpect and gratitude; and, as a proof thereof, he afterwards 
remembered them both in his Will [£]. He continued in the univerfity till he was 
called to London, by the invitation of Sir Charles Hedges, Principal Secretary of State 
in the year 1700 (f) y who made him his Chaplain ; and Tome time after he was preferred 
to the fame honour (g) by Dr. Thomas Teniibn, Archbifhop of Canterbury. In thefe 
{rations he was under a necefiity of appearing often at Court, where his merit and vir- 
tues fell under the notice of Charles Spencer, Earl of Sunderland, Principal Secretary 
of State, by whole influence and intereft he was advanced to his firft promotions in the 
Church, namely, to the parfonage of St. Olave in Southwark, and to the archdeaconry 
of Surrey (/;). The parifh of St. Olave was very populous, and for the mo ft part poor, 
under which circumftances it required a vigilant Paftor ; and in this particular Dr. Boul- 
ter was by no means deficient (i) ; applying himfelf, in feafon and out of feafon, to their 
inftru&ion, correction, and reproof ; nor was his purfe wanting to help the neceflitous, 
according to his abilities and their emergencies. When King George L palfed over to 
Hanover in the year 17 19, Dr. Boulter was recommended to attend him in quality of 
his Chaplain (£). During his abode there he took a good deal of pains to learn the 
German language; in which, neverthelefs, he did not arrive to any great perdition (/). fij ibid. 
He alio, at the King's inftance, took Prince Frederick under his care, to inftrudt liim 
in the Englifti tongue ; and for that purpofe drew up for his ufe, A Set of Infiruttions in 
writings which, together with his great moderation and fwcttn^fs of temper, riveted 
him in the King's favour, and caufed his Majefty to lay hold of the earlieft opportunity 
of promoting him in the Church, which foon happened (m). For, during his abode at ^ u -j t 
Hanover, the bifhopric of Briftol, and deanery of Chrift-church, Oxford, became va- 
cant by the death of Dr. George Smalridge, on the twenty-feventh of September 17 19 
(0), and the news thereof arriving at Hanover, the King, of his mere motion, granted 
to him that fee and deanery, and he was confecrated (0) Bifhop of Briftol, on the fif- (9 j ibid. 


(1) Pre r op. Of- 
fice ot Ireland. 


[A] Born of a reputable and eftated family .] His 
father had an eftate near Oxford, and in houfes and 
ground-rents in the Minories and Cripplegate, Lon- 
don ; as alfo in Bermondfey in Southwark, and in 
Kenfington in Middlefex ; all which Dr. Boulter en- 
joyed to the time of his death, fubject to a few fmall 
incumbrances left on them by his father : And he, 
by his own Will, dated the 19th of November 1729 
(1), directed, that on the contingency of the death of 
his wife without iflue by him, the faid feveral eftates 
(efpecially named in the Will) fliould be fold, and 
the money arifing by fuch fale he ordered to be dif- 
pofed of as follows : namely, Firft, to his brother 
Charles Savage he deviled one hundred pounds ; to 
Dr. Robert Welfted one hundred pounds, or, if he 
were dead, one hundred pounds to his eldeft fur- 
viving fon \ and the overplus of the money arifing 
from fuch fale, together with the remainder of the 
money he had in the flocks, he di reeled mould be 
remitted to his truftecs in Ireland, to be laid out in 
manner following ; namely, that out of the money 
they returned, and the overplus of his effects undif- 
pofed in Ireland, his truftees fliould build four houfes 
for the widows of fuch Clergymen as had been Curates 
at lealt ten years in the diocefe of Armagh ; and that 
an eftate of iifty pounds a year mould be bought by 
his trultees, to be equally divided among the faid 
four widows, after deducting for neceffary repairs; 
and that the faid widows be nominated by his fuc- 
ceflbrs,* and be fubject to their order and viiitation. 
And as to what fliould remain of fuch funds, he di- 
rected it to be paid to his fucceffors, and to be em- 
ployed in augmenting poor livings, and buying glebes, 
according to the directions of the truftees of the fixft- 
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fruits. And for the doing the more fervice with fuch 
money, he ordered, that whatever purchafe was made 
with it in tithes or land, that the fame ihould not 
be made over to any incumbent abfolutely till fuch 
tithes -or land mould repay half the purchafe-money 
without intereft. And this he did in order to make 
the fund more confiderable for the purpofes intended; 

[B] Remembered Magdalen-college and Chrift-church 
in his JVill.~\ Upon the contingency of his wife's 
death without i/Tue by him, he bequeathed (2) five (2) Prerog. Oft 
hundred pounds to Magdalen-college in Oxford, to fice of Ireland, 
be applied towards rebuilding the fame ; and on the 
like contingency he bequeathed a thoufand pounds to 
Chrift-church in the fame univerfity, to be applied to 
the purchafe of an eftate for founding five exhibitions 
of equal value, to be diitributed among five of the 
pooreft and moft deferving of the Commoners of that 
college, to be enjoyed by them for four years from 
the time of their election; and directed, that no 
Commoner of above three years ftanding fliould be 
elected into the faid exhibitions. He veiled the faid 
election in the Dean and Canons of that houfe, and 
directed that the exhibitioners fhould be chofen upon 
a public examination in the hall, and recommended 
the fons of Clergymen to be in the firft place, ceteris 
paribus, confidered. He alfo bequeathed the further 
fum of five hundred pounds to the laft mentioned 
college, to buy an eftate, to be diftributed in equal 
exhibitions to five Servitors of the faid college, oT 
whom none were to be capable of election who were 
of above two years ftanding, nor to enjoy the exhibi- 
tion longer than for three years ; and he vefted the 
right of eleclion in the Dean and Chapter, 
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teenth of November following. In this laft ftation he was .more than ordinarily aflidu- 
ous (p) in the vifitation of his diocefe, and the difcharge of his paftoral duty ; well 
knowing how much the intereft of the Church depended upon a ftridt reformation of the 
lives and morals of the clergy, and a faithful and diligent execution of the truft com- 
mitted to them. While he was employed in the bufinefs of one of thefe yifitations, he 
received a letter (?) by a Meflenger from the Secretary of State, acquainting him, .that 
his Majefty had nominated him to the archbifhopric of Armagh, and primacy of Ire- 
land, then vacant by the death of Dr. Thomas Lindfay, on the 13th of July, 1724 (r), f*;«ii^ 
and defiring him to repair to London as foon as poflible, to kifs the King's hand for his Irebnd ' t- 
promotion. What would have given joy to another, to this good Bilhop afforded only 
matter of grief; and we have heard it affirmed by indifputable teftimony, that he never 
appeared more difconcerted in his life, than upon receiving the news of the King's plea- 
lure. He confulted with his own thoughts for a few hours, and advifed with fuch of 
his friends as were prefent, how he fhould conduct himlelf on this grand occafion. At 
length he called for pen and ink, and fent an anfwer by the meflenger, refilling (s) the f, ) Memoirs, 
honour the King intended him, and requeuing the Secretary to ufe his good offices with ® c * 
his Majefty, in making his excufe. Whether his refufal was owing to an unwillingnefs 
in him to quit his native country, where he flood lb fair in the King's favour, as to hope 
for high advancements, or to a timoroufnefs of accepting a charge, that his great mo- 
defty judged was too weighty for him to fupport, muft be left a doubt to pofterity : but 
this much may be affirmed with certainty, that the people of Ireland were upon the 
point of lofing a man> for whom they will for ever have reafon to be thankful to God. 
The Meffenger was difpatched (/) back to him by the Secretary, with the King's abfo- 
lute commands that he fliould accept of the poft. He fubmitted to his Majefty's plea- 
fure, though not without fome reluftance, and foon after addreffed himfelf to his journey 
to Court. Ireland was at that juncture not a little inflamed, by a ruinous project fee on 
foot by one Wood [C], and it was thought by the King and Miniftry, that the judg- 
ment, moderation, and wifdom of the Bifhop of Briftol would tend much to bring 
back matters to a calm there. He arrived in Ireland on the third of November, 1724, 
(u) Roils office and had no fooner paffed patent («) for the primacy, than he fet about ftudying the real 
Ireland, Pat. 3 i. and folid intereft of that kingdom, in which his lot was caft for life, and which all his 
aftions fhewed, he ever after confidered as his own. He appeared at all boards of pub- 
lic concernment, and gave a weight and vigour to them ; and, in every refpeft, was in- 
defatigable in promoting the good and real happinefs of the people. It would tire the 
reader to be over minute in relating all the good actions of his Grace, nor would it be 
an eafy talk to do fo, fince they are branched out into fuch a multiplicity of parts; and 
more efpecially, as he rather ftudied to do good, than defired to have it publifhed. Yet 
fome things muft not be paffed over in filence. — In feafons of great fcarcity in Ireland, 
he was more than once, under God, inftrumental in averting a peftilence and famine, 
which threatened the nation [D]. When the fcheme was fet on foot for making a navi- 
gation, by a canal to be drawn from Lough- Neagh to Newry, not only for bringing 
coal to Dublin, but to carry on more effectually an inland trade in the feveral counties 


(t) Bid. 
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[C] Ireland inflamed by a ruinous projeel of one 
Wood.] This project was a patent Wood had ob- 
tained from the Crown, by falfe fuggeftions, for coin- 
ing three hundred and fixty tons of copper into half- 
pence and farthings, to be iflued in Ireland, of which 
he fent over great quantities ilruck in a bafe metal, 
and under weight. All ranks and degrees of people 
murmured at this proceeding. The Parliament, the 
Lords Juftices and Council, and the County and 
City of Dublin, addrefled his Majefty upon the occa- 
fion ; the Prefs groaned with pamphlets written in 
opposition to the fcheme, and fome in particular were 
admirably well done by Dr. Swift, Dean of St. Pa- 
trick's Dublin, under the fictitious name of Letters 
from a Drapier, as if written by a tradefman to incite 
people again ft receiving this bafe coin, which the pa- 
tent left at the liberty of the fubject whether to re- 
ceive or reject. 

[/)] Inftrumental in a verting a peftilence and fa- 
mine 'which threatened the nation .] In the winter of 
1728, and the fummer following, bread, corn, and 
all other efculents, bore an exceffive high rate in Ire- 
land, the middle price of wheat being then from 
I /. 2 s. 3 d. to 1 /. 5 s. per Briftol barrel. The poor 
were thereby reduced to a miferable condition, and 
the nation not only threatened with a famine, but 
with the confeqaences of it, a peftilence. The Pri- 
mate could not bear to fee his fellow-creatures perith 
while he had abilities to relieve them ; and accord- 
ingly he diftrtf>uted vaft quantities of corn for the re- 
lief of the poor through feveral parts of the kingdom, 
which, it is verily believed, was a great means of 
averting the threatened evil. The Houfe of Com- 


mons was fo fenfible of the fervices he did upon this 
occafion, that they palled a vote of public thanks to 
him, and ordered it to be entered in their Journals, 
and directed all the vagrant poor that crouded the 
llreets of the city of Dublin to be received into the 
poor-houfe, where they were maintained at the pri- 
vate expence of this Prelate, till the following harveft 
brought relief. — In the latter end of the year 1740, 
and the fpring, and part of the fummer of 1741, 
Ireland was again afflicted with a great fcarcity. 
Upon this occafion the Primate's charity was very ex- 
ten five and remarkable, though conducted with more 
regularity than before. The poor were fed in the 
workhoufe twice every day, according to tickets iflued 
by people Intruded, of which, from January to Au- 
guft, the number of tickets amounted to feven hun- 
dred and thirty- two thoufand three hundred and 
fourteen. The accounts of the distribution of this 
charity are kept in the workhoufe in Dublin ; and it 
is eftimated thereby, that two thoufand five hundred 
fouls were fed there every morning, and as many 
every evening, moftly at the primate's expence, 
though fome few others contributed to the good 
work. As a grateful memorial of his Grace's over- 
flowing charity in relieving fo many diftrefTed fami- 
lies upon this occafion, in the year 1741, a few lay- 
gen tleraen, at their private expence, erected, in the 
hall of the poor-houfe, a grand noble portrait of the 
Primate at full length, defigned by Mr. Bindon, an 
eminent Painter, attended with a lively group of pro- 
per objects of different ages and fexes, all waiting for 
food fupplied by his bountiful hand. 
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of the north of Ireland, through which it was intended to be carried, he greatly encou- 
raged and promoted the defign [£], not only with his counfel but his purie, to the vaft 
benefit of the kingdom. Drogheda is a large and populous town within the diocefe of 
Armagh, and his Grace finding that the ecclefiaftical appointments were not iufficient 
to fupport two clergymen there, and the cure over burthenfome for one effectually to 
difcharge, he allotted out of his own pocket a maintenance for a lecond Curate, whom 
he obliged to give public fervice every Sunday in the afternoon, and prayers twice 
every day. He had great compaffion for the poor clergy of his diocefe, who were dif- 
ablfd from giving their children a proper education, and he maintained feveral of the 
fons of fuch in the univerfity, in order to qualify them for future preferment. He 
eretted four houfes at Drogheda for the reception of clergymen's widows, and purchafed 
an eftate for the endowment of them, after the model of Primate Marfh's charity [F] ; 
which model, neverthelefs, he enlarged in one particular : for as the eftate he purchaled 
for the maintenance of the widows, amounted to twenty-four pounds a year more than 
he had fet apart for that ufe, he appointed that the furplus fhould be a fund for fetting 
out the children of fuch widows apprentices, or otherwife to be difpofed of for the 
benefit of fuch children, as his Truftees fhould think proper. He alfo by his Will 
(w) Sec for this directed (w ) 3 that four houfes fhould be built for clergymen's widows at Armagh, and 
remark [^j. der endowed with fifty pounds a year; which building has been finifhed, and the endow- 
ment made fince his death. During his life, he contracted for the building of a (lately 
market houfe at Armagh, which has been fince finifhed by his executors, at upwards 
of eight hundred pounds expence. He was a benefador alfo to Dr. Stevens's Hofpital 
in the city of Dublin [G], eredted for the maintenance and cure of the poor. His cha- 
rities for augmenting fmall livings, and buying of glebes (particularly mentioned in 
the remark A)> amounted to upwards of thirty thoufand pounds, befides what he de- 
vifed by his Will for the like purpofes in England [//]. The wifdom of man could 
not contrive a more effectual method for the inftruftion of the poor Popifh natives of 
Ireland in the principles of Chriftianity, and for inuring them to induftry and labour, 
than the inftitution of the incorporated Society for promoting Englifh Proteftant work- 
ing fchools in that country. ' Though the original projection of this fcheme cannot be 
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[E] Encouraged and promoted the fcheme for draw- 
ing a Canal from Lough Neagh to Newry.] Lough- 
Neagh is a large navigable meer of water, about 
twenty Englifh miles long, and from ten to twelve 
miles broad, furrounded by the counties of Down, 
Londonderry, Antrim, Tirone, and Armagh ; and 
Newry is a confiUerablc trading town, feated on the 
Newry water, in the fouth of the county of Down, 
not far from the opening of Carlingford bay. A 
great fund of valuable coals being difcovercd on lands 
in the county of Tirone, bordering on the faid lake, 
it was judged by fome gentlemen, who wifhed well to 
the wealth and trade of their country, that if a navi- 
gation was made by a canal from the lake to Newry, 
a great faving would arife to the kingdom by bring- 
ing coals through the faid lake and canal to Newry, 
and from thence by a free good navigation by fea to 
Dublin. When the fcheme for opening this naviga- 
tion was propofed in Parliament, in the year 1729, 
the Primate patronized it with all his intereft ; and 
after paffing the bill, and that the work was fet about 
the year following, his Grace was very inftru mental 
in carrying it on with effect. The colliery ilood on 
the See-lands of Armagh, which were then in leafe 
to a tenant. The Primate fearing that the leflee 
might be exorbitant in his conditions in fuffering 
coals to be raifed out of his lands, purchafed in the 
leafe at a large expence in order to accommodate the 
public. He alfo gave timber out of his woods to carry 
on the work; and often, when the fund eftablifhed 
by Act of Parliament for cutting the canal did not 
readily come in, his Grace advanced his own proper 
money for the occafion without intereft, that no int r- 
ruption might from thence arife to the defign. See a 
defcription and account of this canal in a little trca- 
tife publifhed in Dublin in the year 1744, intitled, 
7he Ancient and Prefent State of the County of Doiun, 
chap. 4. The importance of this navigation, befides 
the article of coals, and the opening a trade by wa- 
ter-carriage among the northern counties, appeared 
in the year 1745. For the wetnefs of the preceding 
harveft having occafioned a great dearth of corn, and 
a fcarcity of rodder in thofe parts, molt of the carri- 
age-horfes in that country were deftroyed ; and when 
a relief of corn came to Newry from England, it 
would have been impotfible to have diilributed it fea- 
fonably through the country, if it had not been for 
the advantages of this navigation, by which it was 


laid down in the neighbourhood of mod of the inhabit- 
ants of the laid counties. 

\P] A f ter i**44 of Primate Marjh's charity,} 
Primate Marfh built and endowed alms-houfes at 
Drogheda for the reception of twelve widows of de- 
cayed Clergymen, to whom he allotted a lodging, 
and twenty pounds a year for a maintenance ; and he 
appointed that the widows intitled to the provifion 
mould be fuch whofe hulbands ferved cure in the di- 
ocefe of Armagh, or, for want of fuch, in the dio- 
cefe of Meath ; and, if numbers did not offer to take 
up the charity in both thefe diocefes, then it was to 
go to the widows of Clergymen who ferved cure in 
the province of Armagh at large. Primate Boulter 
founded his charity upon the fame model. 

[G] Was a bencfaaor to Dr, Stevens's hofpital.] Dr. 
Stevens, a Phyftcian of eminence in the city of 
Dublin, bequeathed by his Will an eftate of about 
fix hundred pounds a year to his Mer Mrs. Grizel 
Stevens during her life, and, after her deceafe, to 
build and maintain an hofpital for the cure of wound- 
ed and difeafed poor people, who mould be judged to 
be curable. The Lady, from a principle of charity 
and goodnefs, fet about the work, and finifhed the 
bell half of the fhell of the houfe, in which ihe re- 
ferved an apartment for her own habitation ; and fhe 
allotted almoft the whole eftate for the fupport and 
maintenance of her brother's defign. After the houfe 
was finifhed, feveral well difpofed perfons became 
contributors towards fitting up and furnifhing the 
wards; and, among others, Primate Boulter fub- 
fcribed fifty pounds, and alfo at a confiderable ex- 
pence filrnifhed one of the wards for the reception of 
patients, and fubferibed fifty pounds a year towards 
the charity, to continue during pleafure, which lafted 
during his life. 

[H J Befides what he devifed by his Will for the like 
purpofes in England. \ Upon certain contingencies 
mentioned in his Will (3), he appointed one thoufand ( 3 ) p TCTO g Of* 
pounds to be difpofed of by his Englifh Truftees, to- fictinlr.knd, 
wards augmenting ten poor livings in England, on 
condition that fome other perfon for each hundred 
pound fo advanced fhould pay in one hundred pounds 
more, in order to obtain from the governors of Queen. 
Anne's bounty, two hundred pounds towards the aug- 
menting fuch poor livings ; and he left it to his Truf- 
tees what livings fhould be fo augmented. 

imputed 
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imputed to Primate Boulter [J], yet he was a zealous and aftive, and the chief .inurn- 
ment in forwarding the undertaking, which he lived to fee carried into execution with 
confiderable fuccefs. Thefe are a part, and only a part, of the Primate's public chari- 
ties, which have come to our knowledge. As .to his private ones, they were fo fecretly 
conduced, that it is impoffible to give any particular account of them : in general it 
may be confidently aflef ted, that they were very great, and fuitable to his noble mind ; 
and we have it affirmed by thofe who were in truft about him, that he never fuflfered an 
objett to leave his houfe unfupplied, and he often fent them away with confiderable fums, 

according to the judgment he made of their merits and neceffities. In relation to his 

political virtues, and the arts of government, when his health would permit him he was 
conftant in his attendance at the Council-Table, and it is well known what weight and 
dignity he gave to the debates of that Board. As he always ftudied the true intereft of 
Ireland, fo he judged, that the diminifhing the value of the gold coin would be a 
means of increasing filver in the country, a thing very much wanted ; in order to effedt 
which, he efpoufed and fupported a fcheme at the Council-Table, which railed the cla- 
mours of unthinking people againft him [7C] : But experience has demonftrated the 
wifdom of his proceedings. He was ten times one of the Lords Juftices, or Chief Go- 
vernors of Ireland [L] s which office he adminiltercd oftener than any other Chief Go- 
vernor 


[/] The original projeclion of the fcheme for Charter 
working fchools not to be imputed to Primate Boulter.} 
The firft rife of this fcheme was thus effected, and 
from fmall and inconfiderable beginnings. — In the 
year 17 17, Dr. Henry Maule, Bifhop of Cloyne, af- 
terwards of Dromore, and laftly Bifhop of Mcath, 
being at that time only a beneficed Clergyman, pro- 
moted a private fociety in Dublin for the encourage- 
ment of the Englilh common charity- fchools, for 
teaching poor children to read and write, and in- 
truding them in the principles of religion and virtue. 
Many good clergymen and well-difpofed laymen 
joined in the defign, and the late Archbifliop of 
Tuam, Dr. Synge, came among them, and gave a 
countenance to the undertaking. The members fub- 
fcribed only half a crown a quarter. They had an- 
niverfary fermons, fome of which were printed and 
fpread abroad, and by their influence many charity- 
fehools were erected in town and country. In 1730 
a propofal was drawn up by Dr. Maule, being then 
Bifhop of Cloyne, and Mr. Dawfon, a. Clergyman, 
who was at that time Curate of St. Michan's, in titled, 
An Humble Propofal for obtaining his Majefty'' s Royal 
Charter to incorporate a Society for promoting ChrijJian 
Knowledge among ft the poor Nati-ves of the Kingdom of 
Ireland. Printed, Dublin, 1730. What gave a 
foundation to this propofal was, the obfervations the 
Society had made on the great fuccefs of a legally 
eftablifhed charter for propagating the Gofpel in fo- 
reign parts ; and that Scotland had grafted on the 
fame model, arid obtained a charter to enable them 
to receive two thoufahd pounds a year in land, and 
'money to any fum, for promoting the like defign. 
This propofal made its way into the Court of St. 
James's by the means of the late Marquis of Mont- 
andre, Mafler of the Ordnance in Ireland, and was 
well relifhed by his Majefty. The fame year many 
Bifhops and gentlemen of diftinction met together at 
-ffie Lord Primate's, to concert means for for.warding 
'•a petition to the King upon the occafion, which was 
then drawn up, and ftgned in the Parliament-houfe a 
few days after, and, being laid before his Majefty, 
was gracioufly received; 'and, after the ufual refer- 
ences, a charter was pafTed on the 24th of October, 
1733, conftituting the Duke of Dorfet, then Lord- 
Lieutenant, the Lord Primate, all the Archbifhops 
and Bifliops, the Judges of the feveral Courts, the 
•Prime Serjeant, Attorney and Solicitor-General, and 
moft of- the Nobility and prime Gentry of the king- 
dom, into a Corporation and Body Politic to endure 
for ever, by the name of the Incorporated Society in 
Dublin for promoting Englift Proteftant Schools in Ire- 
land. The Charter was opened with folemnity in 
-tfie Council-Chamber on the 6th of February, 1733. 
The Lord-Lieutenant was elected Prefident, and the 
•Lord Primate Vree-Prefident and Treafurer. A fub- 
fcription was immediately fet on foot, to which the 
late Earl of Kildare contributed five hundred pounds, 
and many othersMefs fums. The Lord Primate was 
the main inftrument of forwarding this good work, 
not only by his advice and counfel, but by his mo- 
ney. He paid all the fees for pafling the Charter 


through the feveral offices out of his own purfe, fub- 
fcribed twenty-three pounds a year, and afterwards 
paid upwards of four hundred pounds towards tlie 
building of a working-fchool on the lands of Santry, 
near Dublin. BeJides all this, the Society were often 
obliged to his Grace for their neceflary fupport; who, 
to his annual and occafional benefactions, frequently 
added that of being their conftant refource upon all 
emergencies, by ■ anfwering the draughts made on 
him as Treafurer, when he had no cam of the So- 
ciety in his nands, which amounted to confiderable 
fums. It was unhappy for the Society that his 
Grace made his Will in 1729, before the erection of 
the Charter, and was taken oit with fo fhort a warn- 
ing, that he had not the power of altering it. For 
undoubtedly he would have been a noble benefactor 
to a fcheme, which in his life-time he had fo much 
at heart. 

[K] Efpoufed a fcheme that raifed the clamours of un- 
thinking people.'] The fcarcity of filver coin in Ire- 
land was exceffively great for fome years preceding 
that of 1737, occafioned by the finking of the current 
value of gold coin in England fome years before, the 
fame having been reduced there fix-pence in each 
guinea, which made it more advantageous to dealers 
to fend over filver than gold in payment of the ba- 
lance of trade which lay againft Ireland. To remedy 
this inconvenience, the Primate fupported a fcheme 
introduced at the Council-table to reduce the value of 
gold coin in Ireland three-pence in each guinea, and 
other pieces in proportion, in order to bring filver 
and gold nearer a par in value, and by that r^cans to 
"put a Hop to the practice of fending filver abroad. 
This fcheme was carried into execution by proclama- 
tion on the 10th of September, 1737 ; and experience 
has fhewed that it had the intended effect, both by 
making filver more plentiful in the kingdom, and 
keeping down exchange to a more certain and mode- 
rate rate. The populace, however, encouraged by 
fome dealers in exchange, who were the only lofers 
by the alteration, grew clamorous, and laid the ruin 
of their country (as they ignorantly or malicioufly 
called it) at^ the Primate's door. Many libels and 
bitter invectives were written againft him upon the 
occafion, as if he were the author of woes, which 
were only felt in imagination. Confcious of his own 
integrity, he defpifed the foolifh noife ; the people, in 
a fhort time, recovered their fenfes, and the Primate 
has left an example, almoft unparalleled in hiftory, 
of a perfon, who, from a ftate of diftafte and odium, 
recovered as high a degree of popularity, as has fallen 
to the fhare of any fubject, 

[£] He was ten times one of the Lords Juftices or 
chief Governors of Ireland.] He enjoyed that office 
in 1726, with the Lord Chancellor Weft, and Wil- 
liam Conolly, Efq. In 1728 with the Lord Chan- 
cellor Windham, and the faid Mr. Conolly. In 
1730 with the faid Chancellor, and Sir Ralph Gore, 
Bart. Speaker of the Houfe of Commons. In 1732 
with the fame. In 1733 with the Lord Chancellor 
Windham. In 1734. with the Lord Chancellor 
Windham, and Henry Boyle, Efq; Speaker of the 
S Houfe 


BOULTER. 


vernor fince the commencement of the Englifh power in Ireland. He embarked for 
England on the fecond of June 1742, and after two days illnefs died at his houfe in St. 

James's 
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In 1736 with the fame. In 1738 
1740 with the Lord Chancellor 
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Houfe of Commons, 
with the fame. In 

Joceline, and Mr. Boyle ; and in 1741 with the fame. 

%• [In 1769, were publifhed, at Oxford, in two 
volumes 8<vo, * Letters written by his Excellency 
« Hugh Boulter, D. D. Lord Primate of all Ireland, 

* WV. to feveral Minifters of State in England, and 

* fome others. Containing an Account of the moil 

* interefting Tranfa<ftions which parted in Ireland 
8 from 172410 1738.' The originals, which are de- 
pofxted in the Library of Chrijl Church in Oxford, 
were collected by Ambrofe Philips, Efq; who was Se- 
cretary to his Grace, and lived in his houfe during 
that fpace of time in which they bear date. They 
are entirely letters of bufinefs, and are all of them in 
Dr. Boulter's hand-writing, excepting fome few, 
which are fair copies by his Secretary. The editor 
juftly remarks, that thefe letters, which could not be 
intended for publication, have been fortunately pre- 
ferved, as they contain the mod authentic hiftory of 
Ireland, for the period in which they were written : 
' a period, he adds, which will ever do honour to 

* his Grace's memory, and to thofe moft excellent 
e Princes George the Firft and Second, who had the 

* wifdom to place a confidence in fo worthy, fo able, 
' and fo fuccefsful a Minifter ; a Minifter who had 

* the rare and peculiar felicity of growing Hill more 

* and more into the favour both of the King and of 
c the people, until the very laft day of his life (4).* 
From this collection, which throws farther light on 
the character and conduct of the Archbifhop, we mall 
felect fuch particulars as feem moil deferving of no- 
tice. 

One of the earlieft attempts made by the Primate, 
after his arrival at Dublin, was to encourage a fub- 
fcription among the Bifhops and fuperior Clergy, to- 
wards augmenting the fund arifing from the firft- 
fruits, and, by that means, more effectually provid- 
ing for the wants of their poorer brethren. It doth 
not appear whether he was fuccefsful in this applica- 
tion (5). His prudent advice, with refpect to 
Wood's halfpence, is confpicuous in feveral of his 
letters (6). Notwithstanding Dr. Boulter's real zeal 
for the welfare of Ireland, he thought that the benefit 
of that country, and the fervice of his Majefty, Would 
beft be fecured by chiefly promoting perfons from 
England to places of high truft and authority. This 
point, of maintaining and fupporting the Englifh in- 
tereft, is what he preffes again and again upon the 
Minifters of State at home (7). Ic was, like wife, 
his Grace's opinion, that thofe who oppofed the mea- 
fures of Government (of the rectitude of which he 
was himfelf fully convinced} ought not to find their 
account in it, or be bribed to a compliance for the 
future. In a letter, written to the Duke of New- 
cattle, Nov. 16, 1725, after the Oppofition had ob- 
tained a victory over the Court, in the Irifh Houfe of 
Commons, the Archbifhop writes thus : * Whatever 

* uneafinefs is created here by any turbulent or de- 

* Signing perfons, whilfl his Majefty and his Mini- 
« fters think proper any ways to employ me in the 
« public fervice, will, at leaft, light as heavy upon 
« me as any body here : but I am very willing to un- 
« dergo my (hare of any fuch trouble at any time, if 

* no new encouragement is given to fuch doings by 

* buying-off any difcontented perfons here. For if 

< any body is bought off, there will always arife a 

< fucceffion of people to make a disturbance every fef- 

* Ron ; and there wants no accident here to furnifh a 
« bottom of popularity, every one having it always 

* in his power to grow popular, by fetting up for the 
« Irifh, in oppofition to the Englijh intereft. And 

* there is no doubt but fome occafion of things going 
« as they have, has been an unwillingnefs in too 

< many to fee an Englijh Administration well efta- 

< blifhed here ; and an intention to make all the 
« Englifi already here, uneafy ; and to deter others 
« from coming hither. But if thofe who have places 

< here, and yet have joined in the late meafures, are 

< remembered after the feflions ; and if nobody finds 

< his account in having headed the oppofition now 

< made to his Majefty's fervice, I do not doubt but 
Vol. II. 


< the face of affairs will here gradually alter, and we 
« may hope that the next feflions will be more eafy 
« and fuccefsful (8).' The fame point is Strongly 
urged by the Primate in another letter (9). Indeed, 
his zeal in this refpect, his conftant recommendation 
of the Englifh intereft, and the invariable fteadinefs 
with which he fupported the meafures of Govern- 
ment, will, perhaps, in the eftimation of the merely 
Irifh Patriot, detract fomewhat from the honour of 
his memory. It appears, however, that, in all thefe 
inftances, he acted with the utmoft integrity, and 
with a view to the benefit of Ireland itfelf. The fen- 
timents of Dr. Boulter having been fuch as we have 
feen, it will not be furprifing that he did not regard 
Dr. Swift in a very favourable light. The Arch- 
bifhop, in one of his letters, thus exprefies himfelf 
concerning that eminent man. c The general re- 
1 port is, that Dean Swift defigns for England in a 

* little time; and we do not queftion his endeavours 

* to mifreprefent his Majefty's friends here, wherever 

* he finds an opportunity : but he is fo well known, 

< as well as the disturbances he has been the fomenter 
1 of in this kingdom, that we are under no fear of 

* his being able to differve any of his Majefty's faith- 
e ful fervants by any thing that is known to come 
1 from him : but we could wifh fome eye were had to 

* what he fhall be attempting on your fide of the 
' water (10).' Notwithstanding the obligations which 
our Prelate conferred on the Englifh government by 
his activity and fupport, he was remarkably mode- 
rate and prudent in his recommendation of perfons to 
preferment (11); and when he was ill-ufed, in the 
fettling of a new lift of Privy Councellors in Ireland, 
in 1726, he Signified his fenfe of it in very gentle 
terms (12). Dr. Boulter was Angularly active in the 
firft feftion of the Irifh Parliament, after King George 
the Second came to the throne. More ufefui bills 
were paffed at that time than had before been obtain- 
ed for many'fefTions together ; and his Grace was the 
framer of moft, if not of all thefe bills, feveral of 
which had a particular refpect to the welfare of the 
Church, and of the Proteftant Religion (13). The 
Archbifhop's zeal for promoting the Irifh Charity 
Schools, and his almoft unparalleled benefactions to 
the poor in feafons of fcarcity, are properly noticed by 
our learned predecefforj and therefore we fhall only 
here add, that farther evidences of Dr. Boulter's excel- 
lent difpofitions in thefe refpects, occur in his letters. 
There will be found, likewife, in them, a full and com- 
plete detail of the methods he purfued, and the pains 
taken by him, to procure a regulation of the coinage 
of Ireland. This was regarded, by the Lord Primate 
and his friends, as the moft ufefui, and, on that ac- 
count, the moft important t ran faction of his life. 
And yet, it is fcarcely conceivable, confidering the 
clearnefs of the cafe, what a bitter oppofition was 
made by Dean Swift, by the bankers and others* 
Nay, his Grace was poorly aSMed, and even was op- 
pofed, by fome who ought to have been his fupport- 
ers, from reafon, from intereft, and from the duty 
they owed to their country and to government. Such 
a malignant fpirit was raifed on this occafion, that it 
was thought proper to lodge at the Archbishop's houfe 
an extraordinary guard of foldiers. When the Pri- 
mate had fucceeded in the bufinefs of reducing the 
gold coin, Dr. Swift, it is faid, hung out a black 
Slag on the top of his church of St. Patrick's, and 
caufed a dumb peal to be rung, with the clappers of 
the bells muffled ; but this peal turned out, in the 
end, to be the funeral or palling bell to his own po- 
litical reputation (14). During the conteft, the fol- 
lowing copy of verfes was written by fome friend of 
the Dean's. 

Ay and No, a Tale from Dublin. 

' At Dublin's high feaft fat Primate and Dean, 
4 Both drefs'd like Divines, with band and face 
* clean — 

* Quoth Hugh of Armagh, " The mob is grown 

" bold;" 

" Ay, ay," quoth the Dean, ff the caufe is old 
" gold," 

5 S « No, 


(Z)tbid. P . 53, 
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The Letter was 
written on the 
1 6th of Febru- 
ary, 1725-6. 
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Letters, paffim* 
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James's Place, on the twenty-feventh of September following, to the ineftimable lofs of 
Ireland, leaving to his fucceflbrs an example that is fcarcely imitable. He was buried 

in 


(*) Supplement 
to Swift's 
Work-, p. 5S4. 


(15) JJ/W. 
p. 247. For 
the whole of the 
Primate's 
Tranfa&ions 
relative to the 
Coinage of Ire- 
land, fee his 
Letters, with 
fome intervals, 
from Vol. i. 
p. 246, to 
Vol. li. p. 247. 


<c No, no," quoth the Primate, " if caufes we fift, 
" This mifchief arifes from witty Dean Swift " 

* The fmart one replied, €i There's no wit in the 

" cafe, 

" And nothing of that ever troubled your Grace. 
" Though with your ftate-fieve your own notions you 
" fplit, 

" A Boulter by name is no Bolter of wit. 

" It is matter of weight, and a mere money-job ; 

" But the lower the coin, the higher the mob. 

" Go tell your friend Bob, and the other great folk, 

" That finking the coin is a dangerous joke — 

" The Irifi dear joys have enough common fenfe, 

" To treat gold reduced like Wood's copper pence. 

" It is pity a Prelate mould die without law ; 

u But if I fay the word— take care of Armagh *." 

The effect of the regulation of the coin was imme- 
diately felt, in having guineas, half-guineas, and 
piltoles very common, inftead of four-pound pieces ; 
and filver was in much greater plenty than it had 
been before (15). As this affair was peculiarly im- 
portant, and forms fo remarkable an incident in our 
good Prelate's life, we mail, for the better under- 
Handing of it, infert a letter written by him to Sir 
Robert Walpole. 

SIR, Dublin, May 25, 1736. 

€ JyJ Y Lord Lieutenant takes over with him an ap- 

* plication from the government and council 
' here for lowering the gold made current here, by 

* proclamation, and railing the foreign filver. 

* My Lord Carteret has formerly talked with you 
c about the diftrefs we were then under for want of 
1 filver, and fome fleps were then taken to lay that 

* evil and the remedy before his Majefty ; but the 
c oppofition then made by the bankers, and the 
1 change of the Lord Lieutenant, was the occafion of 

* the defign dropping at that time. But as the evil 

* has fince increafed, and has been by fome of the 
' beft understanding and moft difinterefted perfons 

* fully laid before my Lord Duke of Dorfet, he has 
4 been fo kind as to join with the Privy Council 

* here, in a reprefentation of our deplorable cafe for 

* want of filver, and what we apprehend to be the 

* proper remedies for our prefent calamity. 

* It is certain that filver is fo fcarce with us, that 

* the loweft price ufually paid for 20 s. in filver, is 

* 4*/. premium; but it is more commonly in the 
€ north (which is the feat of our linen manufacture) 

* 6 d. and 7 a*, in the pound. And the occafion of 

* this want of filver is, that our feveral fpecies of 

* gold made current here by proclamation, pafs for 
' more filver here tHan they do in England, e. g* a 
' guinea partes here, where an Englifh milling goes 

* for 13 d. at 23 x. Irifh, or 21 Englifh and 3 d. 

' A moidore, which is worth about 27 in Eng- 

* land, paries here for 30 /. Irifh, or 27/. Englifh 

* and 9 d. and the reft of our gold is in the main in 
1 proportion to the value of the moidore. And whilft 
c this is our cafe, no man in trade will carry a moi- 
s dore from hence, to inftance in one piece of gold, 
1 if he can get filver, when he lofes 9 d. by the moi- 
1 dore as foon as he lands at Chefter ; nor will he 
1 bring from Chefter 27/. Englifh, when he can gain 
1 9 d. by bringing a moidore. 

4 And to exprefs this in greater numbers ; if a 
r merchant brings with him 100/. from London; if 
' he brings it over in Englijh filver, that will be 108/. 
1 6 s. 8 d. here, which arifes from the milling p.iff- 
1 ing here for 13 d. ; but frill that is the fame money 
1 under another name : if he brings it in guineas, he 
! will put them off at 109/. 10;. 4 d. Iriih ; if in 
[ moidores or other Portugal gold, he will put it off 
1 at 1 1 1 /. 2s. 2d. So that by bringing over what 
is only 100/. in England, in guineas, he will gain 
1 I. 3 s» 8 d. ; and by bringing it over in moidores, 
&c. he will gain 2/. 15 J. 6 d. ; and on the con- 
trary, by taking over guineas to pay 100/. Eng- 
lifh on the other fide of the water, he will lofe 1 /. 
3 s. 8 d. and by taking over moidores, &c. to pay 
100/. there, he will lofe 2/. 15/. 6d. And as 
the merchant in all his importations and exporta- 
tlons will mind his gain, the effect of this is, that 


* no trader will take gold out of this country if ne 
' can help it, but fdver ; nor moidores, &c. if he 

* can get guineas. 

' So that in our prefent ftate our filver daily de- 

* creafes, and the gold grows upon us. And the 
' diftrefs the want* of filver muff occafion to our 
\ manufacturers, labourers, fmall retailers, and in 

* all the letter tranfactions of trade and bufinefs, I 
' need not expatiate upon. 

* But this is not our only calamity, but unfortu- 

* nately the value of the new fpecies of Portugal gold 
' has been fo fettled here, that there is 2 d. profit in 

* bringing over a 4/. piece, as we call the larger 

* fpecies of new Portugal gold, rather than two 40 s. 

* pieces; and 2d. profit in bringing over a 40 s. 
' piece, rather than two 20 s. pieces ; and fo on with 
' refpect of the filver pieces of that fpecies ; befides 

* which, as the leaft want of weight in the foreign 

* pieces of gold, or even their not turning the fcale, 

* carries an abatement of 2 d. a piece, there may be 

* a lofs of 2 d. in every leffer piece on that account, 
f and confequently fo much greater as the number of 
' fmaller pieces is to make up a greater of the fame 
c value, e.g. upon eight 10;. pieces, there may be a 
' lofs of eight 2 d. for not turning the fcale, when there 

* is a lofs but of 2 d. if the 4/. piece does not turn 
' the fcale: fo that it is to the profit of the merchant 

* to import the larger pieces of gold rather than the 

* fmaller ; and they have gone on ufing this advan- 

* tage, till half the money we have at leaft is in 4/. 

* pieces, which are of no fervice at the market and 
? in all the leffer tranfactions of trade ; and the next 

* fpecies with us is the 40 /. piece ; and to be fure, 
1 above three quarters of our money is in thofe two 

* fpecies, and without fome remedy we fhall in two 
i or three years have fcarce any money but 4/. 
E pieces. 

1 And there is another inconvenience that follows 
r from our fcarcity of filver, that we fuffer from 2 to 
r 2 ~ per cent, in the exchange, and are really paid fo 
f much lefs in the price of what we fell to foreign 
: merchants, and lofe fo much in paying for what 
5 goods we buy from abroad. 

* And it is certain that all the Noblemen and Gen- 
1 tlemen of this country, who live in England, lofe 
! from 2 to 2^ per cent, in the remittances of their 
r money to England, which is ufed as a popular ar- 
' gument againft, the propofed reduction, that the 
| abfentees will get fo much percent, by it ; whilft 
! they will not confider that the nation at prefent 
: lofes five times as much in the export and import 
: of goods, as the abfentees will gain by this reduc- 
1 tion of the exchange. 

* Now the remedy we propofe in our reprefenta- 
tion to his Majefty, is a very eafy and very obvious 
one, that we may have leave to reduce our gold, 
to go for as much Englim filver as it is worth, in 
proportion to the guinea going for 21/. Englifh; 
and accordingly we have calculated what we reckon 
the feveral fpecies of gold ought to go for, accord- 
ing to their weight and finenefs, in Irifh money, 
valuing an Englifh fhilling at 13*/. Irifh ; and to 
get rid as much as we can of the larger pieces of 
foreign gold, we have fet the leffer pieces about a 
penny a-piece above their value in refpect of the 
larger piece above them. And this reduction of 
the gold is the more reafonable, becaufe gold has 
in effect reduced itfelf the 6d. in the pound we 
propofe in our fcheme, fince 6 d. is about the mid- 
dle price that is paid to get 20 s. in filver. 

' There is no doubt but it would be abfolutely 
right when we are reducing, to reduce the Englilh 
Dulling to 12 d. which it went for here before the 
recoining of the filver in King William's time; but 
as the fhilling is in effect the meafure of all pay- 
ments, and as the Englim Hulling has gone fo long 
for 13^. and as moft of our prefent rents have been 
fettled, and our debts contracted, whilft that mil- 
ling pafled for 13 d. we think that cannot be done 
without an act of parliament to fettle an anfwerable 
reduction in the rents and debts. 

' Our bankers and remitters here continue to make 
great oppofition to this reduction, fince our prefent 
2 * inequality" 


BOULTER. 

in Weftminfter- Abbey, where a (lately monument hath been ere&ed to his memory. — 
His chara&er refults from the relation given of him : yet we muft add a few particulars 
more, which have not fallen under any of the heads mentioned. His deportment was 
ftayed and grave, his afpedt venerable, and his temper meek and humble. He was 
always open and eafy of accefs both to rich and poor. He was Heady to the principles 
of liberty both in Religion and Politics. His learning was univerfal, yet more in ill b - 
llance than fliew ; nor would his modefty permit him to make any orientation of it. He 
always preierved fuch an equal temper of mind that hardly any thing could ruffle; and 
I have heard a gentleman of great worth and integrity (who had lived fourteen years in 
his family as his domeftic Chaplain) affirm, that in all that time he never faw him dif- 
compofed but once, and that upon a very provoking occafion ; yet that he recovered his 
ufual ferenity and good humour in lefs than three minutes. He always maintained a 
fteady relblution of ferving his country, u e. Ireland, which he often called by that 
name; and he readily embraced every thing propofed for the good of it, though by 
perfons remarkable for their oppofition to him : and when the moll public-fpirited 
fchemes were introduced by him, and did not meet with the reception they deferved, 
yet he never took offence at the partial proceedings of fome few, who liked nothing 
that came from him ; but was glad when any part of his advice for the public good was 
purfued, and was always willing to drop fome points, that he might not lofe them all ; 
often laying, 6 he would do all the good to Ireland he could, though they did not fuffer 
f him to do all he would.' His life was moftly fpent in aftion, and therefore it is not to 
be expefted that he fhould have left many remains of his learning behind him \ nor do 
we know of any thing he hath written, excepting a few Charges to his clergy at his vifi- 
tations, which are grave, folid, and inftrudlive. It has been faid indeed, that in his 
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* inequality of gold and filver is an article of great 

* profit to thofe through vvhofe hands all the money 
' of this nation partes ; and we make no doubt but 

* they will, by their partners and correfpondents in 

* England, make what oppofition they can to the 

* fcheme propofed by the council ; and we apprc- 

* hend they may think it worth while to advance 

* money, if they can rind perfons to take it among 

* the number through whofe hands this affair muft 

* pafs, to obftrutt it ; and that many merchants who 

* deal in Ireland will join with them, to keep up the 

* advantage they have by the exchange being always 

* from 2 to z \ per cent, againft us. 

* But as we are almofr. on the brink of ruin, by the 

* prefent unhappy ftate of our money, and as by the 

* farther want of filver, and the in ere a fe of our larger 

* pieces of gold, our linen manufacture muft foon 

* decay, and our inland trade be at a ftand ; I moft 

* earneftly beg of you to give us your utmoft afliftance 

* on this occafion to have our gold reduced, and put 

* us in a poflibility of carrying on our trade and 

* manufactures, by having a tolerable proportion of 

* filver, without which we muft foon be a ruined na- 

* tion. 

c I have now explained our reafons and views in 
4 the fcheme we propofed for reducing gold, but if 
1 we have been any ways miftaken in our calcula- 
6 tions, thofe errors will be eafily corrected by the 
1 abler hands this affair muft pafs through in Eng- 

* land. 

* In relation to the other branch of our fcheme, 
4 about raifing the price of foreign filver, I believe 

* there will be great room for amendment. It was 

< a fcheme more come into to gratify the bankers 

* and merchant remitters, who clamoured for it, and 
' by what I can I earn, they have mifin formed us 
c about the price of foreign bullion, which they 

* affirmed to be 5 j. 4I d. Englifh per ounce ; whereas 

* I am fince told it has not been above 5/. 3^. per 

* ounce for two years paft ; but this will be before 
' thofe who know how the fact is. 

1 The great thing we want is, the reduction of our 

* gold, which I beg we may obtain leave to do by 

< your powerful intervention. 

' The importance of the affair to this nation, and 

* your goodnefs, will, I hope, excufe the length of 

< this letter. I am, 

■ My Lord, Wc. 9 (16) 

Various other particulars may be collected from the 
Letters we have fo often referred to, all of which will 
ferve farther to lhew Dr. Boulter's wifdom, temper, 
and good conduct in the management of affairs. 
Perhaps there never was a man who better exemplified 
the maxim recommended by the late Lord Chefter- 
field to his fon, Suauiter in modo, fortiter in re. It 
is laid, in the text, that the Primate was ten times 


one of the Lords Juftices, or Chief Governors of Ire- 
land : but we are informed, by the editor of his 
Letters, that, when he died, he was then for the 
thirteenth time in that high office (17). Among 
other inftances of his Grace's benevolent difpofition, 
we cannot omit to mention his generofity to Dr. 
Welfted, a Phyfician, who had been an old friend, 
and fellow collegian with him at Oxford. This 
worthy Gentleman having fallen into decay in the 
latter part of his life, the Archbifhop, though he was 
no relation, gave him, at the leaft, two hundred 
pounds a year, till his death. Nor did his Grace's 
kindnefs to the Doctor's family end with his deceafe. 
The Primate maintained a fon of the Doctor's, as a 
commoner, at Hart-Hall in Oxford ; and would ef- 
fectually have provided for him, if the young Gen- 
tleman had not died before he had taken a degree. 
Dr. Welfted was one of the editors of the Oxford 
Pitidar, and efteemed an excellent Greek fcholar. 
He had been chofen a Demy of Magdalen College, 
at what Dr. Hough called the Golden EleSiion (18). 

The Monument, erected for the Archbifhop in 
1748, in Weftminfter-Abbey, contains the following 
infeription : 

To the Memory of 
Doctor Hugh Boulter, 
Late Archbifhop of Armagh, and Primate of 
All Ireland ; 
A Prelate fo eminent 
For the Accomplifliments of his Mind, 
The Purity of his Heart, 
And the Excellency of his Life ; 
That it may be thought fuperfiuous 
To fpecify his Titles, 
Recount his Virtues, 
Or even erect a Monument to his Fame. 
His Titles he not only deferv'd, but adorn'd : 
His Virtues are manifeft in his good Works, 
% Which had never dazzled the Public Eye, 
If they had not been too bright to be concealed. 
And, as to his Fame, 
Whoever has any Senfe of Merit, 
Any Reverence for Piety, 
Any Paffion for his Country, 
Or any Charity for Mankind, , 
Will affift in preferving it fair and fpotlefs : 
That when Brafs and Marble fhall mix with 
The Dull they cover, 
Every fucceeding Age 
May have the Benefit of his illuftrious Example. 
He was born Jan. 4th, 1671, 
* He was confecrated Bifhop of Brijlol, 17 19, 
He was tranflated to the Arch bi (hop ric of 
Armagh, 1724, 
And from thence to Heaven, 

Sept. 27, 1742. K.] 

younger 


(17) Advertise- 
ment, prefixed 
to Boulter's 
Letters. 


(18) Letter% 
ubl fupra, Vol. i. 
p. 94, Note. 


* We have 
orretted thefe 
dates j Dr. 
Boulter's con- 
fecration and 
tranflation being 
each of them 
placed a year too 
Toon in the pub- 
lic Inscription. 
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younger days he was the author of four or five occafional papers in the Free-Thinkers, 
publifhed for the encouragement of loyalty, virtue, and religion ; but we cannot affirm 
this particular with any degree of certainty. In fhort, his conftant buiinels in this world 
was to do good to mankind, 

BOURCHIER or BOWSCHYRE(a) or BOWCER (£) (Thomas), 
Archbiftiop of Canterbury in the fucceffive reigns of Henry VI., Edward IV., Ed- 
ward V., Richard III., and Henry VII., was fon of William Bourchier Earl of Ewe in 
Normandy, and the Countefs of Stafford [^], and brother of Henry Earl of Eflex (c). 
He had his education at Oxford, and was Chancellor of that univerlity three years, viz. 
from 1434 to 1437. His firft dignity in the Church was that of Dean of St. Martin's in 
London; from which, on the ninth of March 1434, he was advanced, by Pope Euge- 
nius IV., to the See of Worcefter [6] : but his confecration was deferred to the twen- 
tieth of April 1435, ky realon ( as * s fuppofed) of a defed in age. He had not fat a 
full year, before he was elefted by the Monks of Ely Bifhop of that See, and confirmed 
therein by the Pope : but, the King refufing his confent, Bourchier did not dare to 
comply with the election, for fear of incurring the cenfure of the laws, which forbad, 
under very fevere penalties, the receiving the Pope's Bull without the King's leave. 
Neverthelefs, feven or eight years after, the See of Ely ft ill continuing vacant, and the 
King confenting, he was tranflated thither, the twentieth of December 1443 (<0- The 
author of the Hiftoria Elienfis (e) fpeaks very difadvantageoufly of him during his refi- 
dence on that See [C], which was ten years twenty-three weeks and five days. At 
laft he mounted to the pinnacle of Church preferment, being ele&ed Archbifhop of 
Canterbury, in the room of John Kemp, the twenty-third of April 1454. This ele&ion 
was the more remarkable, in that the Monks were left entirely to their liberty of choice, 
without any interpofition either from the Crown or the Papal Chair. On the contrary, 
Pope Nicolas- Vth's concurrence being readily obtained, the Archbifhop was inftalled 
with great folemnity. In the month of December following, he received the red hat 
from Rome, being created Cardinal-Prieft of St. Cyriacus in Thermis (f). The next year, 
he was made Lord High Chancellor of England, but refigned that office in Odtober the 
year following (g). Soon after his advancement to the See of Canterbury, he began a 
vifitation in Kent, and made feveral regulations for the government of his diocefe [D]. 
He likewife publifhed a conftitution for retraining the exceffive abufe of Papal Provi- 
fions [£]. This Archbifhop deferved highly of the learned world, for being the prin- 
cipal inftrument in introducing the noble art of Printing into England [i 7 ]. He was 

ftrangely 


(b) Hiftoria 
Elienfis, spud 
Wharton, ibid. 
Vol i. p. 671. 

(c) Hift. Elicit 
fit, ibid. 


fd) Continuati© 
Hift. dcEpifc. 
Wigorn, a f ud 
Wharton, ubi 
fupra, p. 537. 


(f) Canonicu* 
Lichfcldcnf. de 
Succeflione Ar- 
ch iep. Cantuar. 
apud Wharton. 
Vol, i. p, 123. 


(1) Godwin, de 
Praeful. Angl. 
inter Archiep. 
Cantuar. an. 
1454. 

(2) Worthies of 
England, ElTcx, 
P. 3 2 4. 

(3) Britannia, 
by Bifhop Oib- 
fon, laft edit, 
co!. 42 1, 

(4) Apud Whar- 
ton. Anglia Sa- 
cra, Vol. i. 

?• 537. 


\A] He was fon of William Bourchier, Earl of Ewe 
in Normandy, and the Countefs of Stafford.'] If this 
genealogy be right, Bifhop Godwin muft be miftaken 
in faying he was the fon of Henry Earl of Eflex. 
Patre is natus eft Henrico Bourchier Effexia? Comite ( I ) . 
Fuller tells us, this Prelate's father Sir William 
Bourchier was created Earl of Ewe in Normandy by 
King Henry V., and that it is fuppofed the Arch- 
bifhop was born at Hawfted in Eflex, one of the fa- 
mily-feats of the Bburchiers (2), or Bourgchiers, of 
whom Robert Bourgchier was Chancellor of England 
in the time of Edward III., from whom, Camden 
tells us (3), an honourable feries of Earls and Lords 
are defcended. 

[B] He was advanced by Pope Eu genius IV. to the 
See of Worcefter,] The author of the Continuation of 
the Hiftory of the Bifhop s of Worcefter (4) informs us, 
that, upon the death of Thomas Pol ton, Bifhop of 
Worcefter, Pope Eugenius, then fitting in the Coun- 
cil of Bafil, conferred that Bifhopric, by right of Pro- 
vifion, on Thomas Brouns, Dean of Salilbury, and 
wrote letteTs to King Henry, dcfiring his approbation 
thereof. The King, on the contrary, fent letters to 
Thomas Brouns, commanding him to renounce the 
Provifion, otherwife he would never fufFer him to ob- 
tain any Bifhopric in England, much lefs that of 
Worcefter. At the fame time he wrote to the Pope, 
abfolutely refufing his confent to the Provifion, and 
offering this compromife, that if his Holinefs would 
advance Bourchier, who was his kinfman, to the See 
of Worcefter, he confented that Thomas Brouns 
might be promoted to that of Rochefter. The Pope, 
not daring to oppofe the King of England during the 
fitting of a General Council, complied with the pro- 
portion ; and by this means Bourchier obtained the 
Bifhopric of Worcefter. 

[C ] The author of the Hiftoria Elienfis fpeaks very 
difadvantageoufly of him during his reftdence on that 
See,] He tells us, this Bifhop of Ely cruelly opprefled 
the ChuFch in collecting the rents of his Biihopric ; 
that he falfely imprifoned feveral of their tenants, and 
refufed to deliver them up by indenture to their bai- 


liff", according to the form and cuftom of their lands ; 
that, by the advice of John Hay his Senefchal, he 
amerced the Prior and feveral of the Monks in large 
fines ; and that, excepting the day of his inftallation, 
he never once celebrated Mafs or Divine Service in 
his cathedral church (5). What credit is to be given 
to this author, who was himfelf a Monk at that time 
in that very church, and how far he may have ag- 
gravated the truth, muft be left to the reader's judg- 
ment. 

[D] He made federal regulations for the government 
of his diocefe,] To mention the moll material ; he 
decreed, Firft, * that thofe Religious, who threw 

* off the habit of the CloiltCr, and entered upon Pa- 
1 rochial Cures, fhould be punifhed as revolters from 

* their order.' Secondly, 1 that benefices fhould not 
' be let to farm without confent of the Bifhop.' And 
Thirdly, 1 that marriages mould not be celebrated, 
1 nor wills made, without two witnefles at the leaft.' 
Thefe, with fome other conftitutions for the reform- 
ation of the Clergy and Laity, he ordered to be pub- 
lifhed at PaulVCrofs (6). 

\_E] He paf/ed a conftitution for reft raining the excef- 
fiye abufe of Papal Proviftons,] The avarice and par- 
tiality of the Court of Rome, in conferring benefices, 
were at this time carried to an extravagant height. 
For if men brought money and ftrong recommenda- 
tions, that Court ufually overlooked the confidera- 
tions of probity and merit. The weight of thefe 
grievances put the univerfity of Oxford upon addref- 
fing the Archbifhop of Canterbury to ftep in to their 
relief, who made a Synodical Conftitution, * that for 
€ the future no perfon fhould be admitted to Holy 
■ Orders, without a teftimonial from the Archdeacon 
1 of the place, or the Chancellor of the univerfity, 
1 or his deputy.' This expedient, though at firft it 
gave fome hopes of reformation, proved infignificant 
through the mercenary difpofition of the Bifhop's 
officers, who were generally too much in halle for their 
fees to wait for any teftimonials of this kind (7). 

[F] He was the principal inftrument in introducing 
the noble art of Printing inter England.] This difcovery 

being 
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(6) Concil. T. 
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apud Collier, 
Eccl. Hift. Vol. 
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ftran^cfy impofed upon by the fpecious pretences of Richard Duke o: 
when lie undercook to perfuade the Qjieen to deliver up the Duke of York, 


of Gloucefter; 

perluacle ttie Queen to deliver up the Duke of York, her fon, into 
the Protector's hands [G], He pfeiided over the Church thirty-two years [#], in the 
mod troublcfome times of the Englifh government [/]. He gave to the church of 
Canterbury a fine image or reprefentation of the Trinity, of folid gold, adorned with 
precious ftones, and a complete fet of f'acerdotal veftments (h) ; to his fucceflbr two fW^ cji; 
thouiand marks, to compenfate for dilapidations; to the church of Worcefter an image cln^uJlt 
of the Virgin Mary, of filver gilt, to the value of fixty-nine pounds (*) ; to the church f* ra 
(k ) Godwin, de of Ely two hundred marks for repairing the fteeple (k) j and to the univerfity of Cim- ill™,^ 01 *' 
iv^Arch^p' bridge 120 pounds [K]. This great Prelate performed the marriage ceremefny be- 
cimuar! aof" tween Henry VIL and the daughter of Edward IV.; fo that, as Dr. Fuller obferves (/), f P^ h ^^ 
! * s * his hand fir jt held that fweet pofie> wherein the white and red rofes were tied together. And p ^ 2 ^ ' 


being fo beneficial to learning, and its introduction 
among us reiie&ing fo much honour on thib Prelate's 
name, a fhort account of it may not be unacceptable 
in this place. You are to know then, that the Arch- 
bifhop of Canterbury being informed that the in- 
ventor, Toffan, alias John Guthenberg, had fet up 
a Prefs at Harlem, was extremely defirous that the 
* Englifh might be made mailers of fo beneficial an 
art. To this purpofe he perfuaded King Henry VI. 
to difpatch one Robert Tournour, belonging to the 
wardrobe, privately to Harlem; This man, furni fil- 
ed with a thoufand marks, of which the Archbiihop 
fbpplied three hundred, embarked for Holland, and, 
to difguife the matter, went in company with orie 
Caxton, a merchant of London, pretending himfelf 
to be of the fame profeflion. Thus concealing his 
name and his bufinefs, he went firft: to Amfterdam, 
then to Leyden, and at laft, fettled at Harlem ; where 
having fpent a great deal of time and money, he fent 
to the King for a frem fupply, giving his Highneis to 
underlland, that he had almoft compaffed the enter- 
prize. In fhort, he perfuaded Frederic Corfelli, one 
of the Compofitors, to carry off a Set of Letters, and 
embark with him in the night for London. When 
they arrived, the Archbifhop, thinking Oxford a 
more convenient place for printing than London, fent 
Corfelli down thither. And, left he mould flip away 
before he had difcovered the whole fecret, a guard 
was fet upon the Prefs. And thus the Myftcry of 
Printing appeared ten years fooner in the univerfity of 
Oxford than at any other place in Europe, Harlem 
and Mentz excepted. Not long after there were 
prefles fet up at Weftminfler, St. A l ban's, Worcefter, 
and other monafteries of note. After this manner 
Printing was introduced into England, by the care of 
Archbiihop Bourchier, in the year of Chrift 1464, and 
($) Wood, ibid, the third of King Edward IV (#). 

g>. 126/ 227. [G] He undertook to perfuade the f^ueen to deliver up 

the Duke of York into the Protestor's hands.] Richard 
Duke of Gloucefter, who, upon the death of his bro- 
ther King Edward IV., had been appointed by the 
Council Protector of the realm, and fecretly afpired 
to the Crown, having got into his power the young 
King Edward V., endeavoured like wife to fee u re the 
Duke of York his brother, whom Queen Elizabeth 
their mother, jealous of Richard's treacherous de- 
figns, had lodged for fancluary in Weftminfter- Ab- 
bey. The Protectory to gain his point, made a 
fpeech to the Council, charging the Queen with fmi- 
fter intentions in flying with her fon to a fanctuary, 
and reprefenting, that it was highly fitting the young 
Prince fhould be lodged and educated in the King his 
brother's Court ; and therefore he moved, that fome 
perfon of diftindtion andintereft with the Queen might 
be fent to perfuade her to put the Duke of York into 
their hands* The Council approving the motion, the 
Archbifhop of Canterbury was pitched upon as the 
propereft perfon to undertake the bufinefs. This 
Prelate, fufpecling no foul practices, waited upon the 
Queen, and did his utmoft to prevail with her to de- 
liver up her fon, afluring her that nothing was in- 
tended in the whole affair but what was honourable 
and juft. But the Queen, whofe fears were alarmed 
by her affection, and who feems to have dived farther 
into the Protector's defigns, was by no means fatisfied 
with the Archbifhop's reafons for her parting with 
her fon. She exprefled her fears and apprehe'nfions 
in the ftrongeft terms, and declared fhe had not cou- 
rage to put the young Duke into Richard's hands, who 
was already poflefTed of his brother, and who, if 
both the children fhould mifearry, might probably 
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lay claim to the Crown. The Archbifhop, perceiv- 
ing the Queen's diftruft of the Protector, and averfion 
to a compliance, thought it beft to put the matter 
upon a fhort ifTue. He told her, that if fhe pleafed 
to truft her fon with himfelf, or any other Lord of the 
Council, he would pawn both body and foul for his 
fecurity ; but if fhe was unalterably refolved to the 
contrary, he would forbear fo iciting, and give her 
Highnefs no farther trouble ; adding withal, that he 
thought the Queen had a mean opinion of the ho- 
nefty or underltanding of himfelf and the reft of the 
Council ; and that her fufpicion amounted to a charge 
of treachery or want of common-fenfe. The Qu*en, 
feeing the Archbiihop difconcerted, and re a Ay to 
take his leave, and confidering that it was impracti- 
cable to remove her fon to any other place, concluded 
it more advifable to comply, than fubmit to force; 
for by voluntarily delivering up the young Duke, and 
committing him to their truft, ihe thought the honour 
and inclination of the Lords would be fafter engaged 
for his prefervation (9). The behaviour of Arch- 
biihop Bcurchier on this occafion fhews phinly, that 
he was too credulous, and that he was perfectly over- 
reached by the Protector. 

. [H] He governed the Church thirty- two years.] 
Godwin tells us, this was three years longer than 
Archbiihop Chichley fat, and that Buurchier had en- 
joyed the prelacy fifty-one years from the time of his 
firft confecration ; a longer tefm (he obferves) than 
was to be found in the hiftory of any other Englifh 
Bilhop. Diuturnitate prafidendi Chichleiurh tres annos 
fupergrejjfus, /edit archicpifcopus annos 32, vixit autcM 
poji primam co?ifecraticncm annum unum fupra quinqua- 
ginta. Inter Anglos noftros non reperi quenquam, qui 
unquam epifcopatum tarn diu geferit ( 10). 

I / ] } n tfo e moft trbublefome times of the Eng- 

lijh government. I Namely, thofe of Henry VL, and 
Edward IV. ; the former of whom, though accounted 
a moft religious Prince, yet, through an inactivity 
unworthy of a monarch, ing'orioufly loft the kingdom 
of France, which his father had conquered ; and Ed- 
ward, by his attempts to dethrone < enry, plunged 
his country in a civil war, which lafted many years, 
nor had an end, till, a little before the death of this 
Prelate, by the happy marriage of Henry VII. with 
Elizabeth, eldeft daughter of Edward, the Actions 
of York and Lancafter were extinguifhed, and a folid 
peace reftored. Major a pr^ftiturum Bourchierum facile 
crediderim, .niji in tempora incidijfet turbulentijfima t 
Henri ci nimirum fexti et Edvjardi quart 7, quorum ille y 
ob pietatem vir habitus fanclijfunus^ oh inertia?n tamen 
inter pejjimos reges numerandus (nam G alii am a patre 
faba£lam ami jit turpitcr, ac pojiea deinde Angli& etiam 
regno excidit) Edivardus <vcro paterque ejus, Henricum 
evertere fatagentes, intejlino hello multos per annos pa- 
triam g ravijjime ajflixerunt. Neque id finem habuit, 
priufquam, paulo ante obitum hujufce pnsfulis, felicijfimv 
connubio Henrico Richmundano cum Elizabetha Edvjardi 
fill a primogenita conjut/tlo, L ancafire?ijium et Eboracen- 
jium facliones extin&te, ac pax tandem folida et diu ex* 
opt at a coatuit (11). 

[JC] He gave to the univerfity of Cambridge 12a 
pounds.] This fum, together with 100 pounds given 
by Dr. Billingford, Matter of Benet-college, were laid 
up in a particular cheft (called from thence Bourdhier\ 
and Billing - ford's cheft), to be lent, as occafion requir- 
ed, to poor fcholars (12). Wharton tells us (13), it 
was thirty years after the Archbifhop's death before 
the univerfity of Cambridge could recover this legacy 
of his executors. 
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BOURCHIER. 

lie had the happinefs to be contemporary with many Prelates of the moft diftinguifhed 
birth in the Englifh Hiftory [L]. He was certainly a man of good learning [M] ; 
though nothing written by him has come down to us, if we except a few Syno- 
dical Decrees (m). Dart tells us (w), he founded a Chantry, which was afterwards f»J Hifhof the 
furrendered to King Henry VIII. Archbifhop Bourchier died at his palace of Knowle, cS can- 
on Thurfday the thirtieth of March i486 (0), and was buried on the north fide of the terw y , P . l62 . 
Choir, by the high altar^ in a tomb of marble (/>)> on which is an infeription mentioned (p) Godwin, 
below [/V]. M ^ rtt ' 


(tj.) Fuller, 

M&ifuf>ra» 


(15) Pit?, 
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pend, p. 914* • 
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[L] He ivas contemporary with tftctny Prelates of the 
ftohleft birth in the Englijh hiftory.] This obfervation 
belongs to the author of the Worthies of England, who 
has enumerated thofe Prelates. Take it in his own 
words. c I know not what generous planet had then 

* influence on the Court of Rome ; this I know, 

* that England never faw fuch a concurrence of no- 

* ble Prelates, who, as they were Peers by their pla- 

* ces, were little lefs by their defcent. I behold 

* their birth a good buttrefs of epifcopacy in that age, 

* able in Parliament to check and crufh any anti- 

* prelatical projeft by their own relations. But let 

* us count how many were contemporaries with Tho- 

* mas Bourchier, from his firft confecration at Wor- 

* ceiler to the day of his death ; John Stafford, fon 
c to the Earl of Stafford, Archbifhop of Canterbury ; 

* Robert Fitz-Hugh Bifhop of London; Hen- 

' ry Beaufort, fon to John Duke of Lancafter, Bifhop 

* of Wincheltcr ; William Gray, fon to the Lord 
1 Gray of Codnor, Bifhop of Ely ; Marmaduke Lum- 

* ley, extracted from the Lord Lumley, Bifhop of 

* Lincoln ; Richard Beauchamp, brother to the Lord 

* Saint Amand, Bifhop of Sarum ; Lionel Woodvile, 

* fon to the Earl of Rivers, Bifhop of Sarum ; Peter 

* Courtney, extracted from the Earl of Devon, Bifhop 

* of Exeter ; Richard Courtney, of the fame ex- 

* traction, Bifliop of Norwich ; John Zouch, de- 

* fcended of the Lord Zouch, Bifhop of Landaff ; 

* George Nevile, Brother to the Make-King Earl 

* of Warwick, Archbifhop of York; William Dud- 

* ley, fon to the Lord Dudley, Bifhop of Durham ; 

* and William Piercy, fon to the Earl of North- 

* umberland, Bifhop of Carlifle (14)-* 

[M] He nvas a man of good learning.'] Pits in- 
forms us, that this Prelate was more than once in- 
truded with an enquiry into Herefies, and that he 
wrote his opinion about thefe things to the Pope and 
the Court of Rome ; that Johannes Burienfis dedicated 
to him his work againft Reginald Peacock ; and that 
it appears from Polydore Virgil and Onuphrius Pan- 
vinius, that he wrote feverai pieces ; but what they 
were, excepting fome Synodical Conftitutions, nei- 
ther he nor they could find. From all which this 
author collects, that Bourchier was a learned man. 
Doclrinam hominis ex eo colli g'nnus, quod ex amen harreti- 
corum non femel illi f/ttrit concreditum, et quod fuper his 
rebus ad fummum pontificem et curiam Romanam fuam 
fententiam in fcriptis miferit. Item quod Joannes Buri- 
enfis fuum opus contra Reginaldnm Pacoccum feu Pavonem 
ei nuncupaverit. Catcrum ex Poly dor o Virgilio et Onu- 
phrio Panvinio colligi potejl, eum multa fcripta edidiffe, 
fed quanam ilia fuerint, prater deer eta qua dam Syno- 
dalia, et me lately et illos (15). 

[N] The infeription on his tomb.] It is as follows 
(16). Hie j ace t ReverendiJJimus in Chrijlo Pater et Do- 
minus t D. Thomas Bourchier, quondam Sacrofancl* Ro- 
mame Ecclefia et $. Cyriaci in Thermis Cardinalis, et 
Archiepifcopus hujus Ecclefia, qui obiit trigefima die 
Mart /'/*, i486, cujus anima propitietur Deus. Amen. 
Which infeription is in old text characters, and en- 
graved round the verge of the monument; in Eng- 
lifh thus : * Here lies the moft Reverend Father in 

* Chrift and Lord, the Lord Thomas Bourchier, 
4 fome time Cardinal of the Holy Roman Church, 
1 and of St. Cyriacus in Thcrmis, and Archbifhop of 
4 this Church, who died the thirtieth day of March, 

* in the year of our Lord i486, on whofe foul God 
€ have mercy. Amen.' B. 

%• [Thomas Bourchier, befiJcs being the fon of 
William Bourchier, Earl of Ewe in Normandy, was 
related in blood to the nobleft families in the king- 
dom, and was himfclf great-grandfon to Edward the 
Third. Ann, his mother, was daughter of Thomas 
of Woodftock, Duke of Glouccder, fixth fon of that 
monarch. This lady was eldeft filler, and one of the 
co-heirs of Humfrey Plantagenct Duke of Bucking- 


ham, and had been herfelf fir ft married to Edmund 
Stafford, Earl of Stafford : fo that fhe was a Lady of 
one of the greateft houfes, and dignified with fome of 
the moft illuftrious titles of this kingdom : for fhe was 
Countefs of Hereford, Eflex, Ewe, Northampton, 
Buckingham, and Stafford. When fhe died, which 
was in the 17th of Henry the Sixth, 1438, fhe ap- 
pointed her fon Thomas, then Bifhop of Worcefter, 
to be one of the executors of her will (17). 

The courfe of our Prelate's preferments, before he 
was appointed to the fee of Worcefter, was as follows : 
On the 24th of May, 1424, he was admitted to the 
prebend of Colwich, in the cathedral church of Lich- 
field ; and he occurs Dean of the collegiate church of 
St. Martin-le-Grand, in London, in 1428. He is 
faid to have been educated in Nevil's Hoftle in Ox- 
ford, of which univerfity he was Chancellor from 
1433 to 1437, and in the former of thefe years he was 
created Mailer of Arts. In 1432, we find him Pre- 
bendary of Weft Thurrock, in the free chapel of 
Haftings; and on the 25th of July, 1433, he was 
collated to the prebend of Coryngham, in the church 
of Lincoln (18). It was on the 9th of December, in 
the fame year, that he was elecled Bifhop of Worcef- 
ter ; but, upon account of the difficulties raifed by 
Pope Eugenius the Fourth, the bulls of provifion were 
not granted till late in the following year. The tem- 
poral ties of the fee of Worcefter were given by the 
King to Thomas Bourchier, on the 15th of April, 
1435 ; but, by reafon of his want of age, his confe- 
cration was deferred till the 15th of May, 1436 (19). 
From this account, for which we are indebted to the 
learned and accurate Mr. Bentham, our Readers will 
perceive how much our predeceffor has been mifled in 
his dates. There is fome little difference, among 
writers, about the time during which our Archbifhop 
continued Lord Chancellor of England. He was 
conftituted to that high office on the 7th of March, 
1455 ; and, according to Rymer, refigned it on the 
11th of October, 1456; but, according to Dugdale, 
on the fame month, and fame day of the month, 
1457 (20). The controverfy is of the lefs import- 
ance, as the Archbifhop appears to have done nothing 
worthy of particular notice during his Chancellor- 
fhip. 

According to Godwin, who is followed by Mr. 
Bentham, Thomas Bourchier was not created a Car- 
dinal till the 1 8th of September, 1464; and his hat 
was delivered to him, with great folemnity, by the 
Archbifhop of Ravenna, on the 9th of December in 
the fame year (21). Our learned predeceffor, in co- 
pying from the Canon of Lichfield, in Wharton's 
Anglia Sacra, ■ hath dated this event ten years too 
foon. 

The concern which Cardinal Bourchier had in in- 
troducing the art of printing into England, and the 
ftory of Frederic Corfellis's exerciJing the art at Ox- 
ford, have been confidered in our firft volume (22). 

There is only one inftance, in the Englifh hiftory, 
of any perfon's having been a Bifhop longer than 
Thomas Bourchier. The excellent Dr. John Hough, 
who was confecrated to the fee of Oxford, May 11, 
1690, and died Bifhop of Worcefter, May 8, 1743, 
in the 93d year of his age, was a Bifliop nearly fifty- 
three years (23). 

The obfervation from Godwin, in note [/], that 
Henry the Sixth inglorioufly loft the kingdom of 
France, which his father had conquered, is inconsi- 
derately exprefled. That kingdom was loft, indeed, 
in Henry the Sixth's reign ; but this was when he was 
very young, and could not be his fault. 

Archbifhop Bourchier's benefactions are ftated more 
accurately by Mr. Bentham than they are above. 
He gave to the prior and convent of Chrift Church in 
Canterbury, the alien priory of Cranfield in Effex, a 
grant of which he had obtained from the crown in 
the time of Edward the Fourth. To the church of 

Canterbury, 
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Canterbury, befiJes the image of the Trinity, he 1 
bequeated twenty-feven copes of red tiflue. The ' 
fata which he lefc to his fucceflbr, in recompence for 4 
dilapidations, was 2600 1. , It was about pounds 4 
which he bequeathed to each of the univerfities, to be * 
kept in chells, for the fupport of the poor fcholars. * 
The cheft at Cambridge, which was united with Bil- 4 
lingford's, was in being in 1601, when 100 1. was * 
borrowed out of it for the ufe of the univerfity ; but 1 
this fund was afterward embezzled, through the ini- • 
quity of the times. The Archbifhop left, alfo, lega- 1 
cies to feveral monafleries (24). 4 
The proofs which are brought in note [A/], of our 1 
great Prelate's learning, are fomewhat problemati- ' 
cal. An inquiry into herefies might be intruded to ' 
him in virtue of his office, and fo long as fuch great 
power was in the church, much knowledge was not 
required. The dedication of a book to him is a very 
infufficient evidence of his literature. Tanner, in- 
deed, hath given him a place in his Bihliotheca ; but 
it is only on account of a few letters, inftru&ions, 
and addreftes to his clergy, which appear to have been 
merely official (25 ). 

The learned Mr. Cole, in the Appendix to Bent- 
ham's Hiftory and Antiquities of Ely, hath corrected 
Wharton's account of our Archbifhop's arms, and 
has made fome curious obfervations on the coat ar- 
mour of the great ecclefiaitics. * The arms,' fays 
he, ' affigned him (Thomas Bourchier) in AngL Sacr. 

* p. 671, are not exact. His right bearing is in a 

* window of Fulbourn All Saints church near Cam- 

* bridge, and enfigned with a mitre : as alfo in a 
£ window of Littlebury Church in EfTex : fo that we 

* may be fure thefe are his arms put up in his life- 

* time ; viz. Quarterly ; fir ft and fourth, arg. a crofs 

* engrailed, gu, inter four water-bougets, fab* Se- 

* cond and third, guL a fefe, arg. inter ten or twelve 

* billets or ; all within a bordure azure. The bor- 

* der was added to his paternal coat, becaufe he v/as 

* an ecclefiaftic ; not in derogation, as Mr. Thynne 

* vainly imagines, but as an honourable difference 

* in regard to his facred character. Mr. Thynne, 

* Lancailer Herald, in 1605; has a fmall tract inti- 

* tied, " The Dutye and Office of an Heraulde of 
*' Armes,' publifhed by Mr. Hearne, among many 

* other treatifes, under this title; " A Collection of 
4i curious Difcourfes written by eminent Antiqua- 
* ( ries I fhall tranfcribe fo much of it as relates to 

* the clergy's bearing coat armour ; not out of any 

* value I conceive it is worth, but to confute his 

* foolifh conjecture : it is p. 255, where on the mar- 

* gin is wrote, " Armes granted to the cleargy ought 
*' not to defcend to their children." He then pro- 

* ceeds thus: " Armes appointed for Bifhopps ought 
iS not to defcend to their children, for they are not 
** within the compaffe of the lawes of armes ; which 
" only taketh notice of Bifhopps as officers of the 
" church, and not as military men, or perfons to be 
*' employed in offices or affaires of layemen : though 
" fome of them have been very great fouldiers. For 
" both canons and examples do forbidde the fame; 
" fince in temporall actions in tyme pall it was al- 
" leaged againft them. For it was objected to Hu- 
*' bert Walter Archbifhop of Canter burye, being 
■* chiefe juftice and chauncellor in the time of King 


John, that he intermeddled in laye caafes, ami 
dealte in blood : as alfoe the fame was laved 
againft the other cleargimen, for haveing of offi- 
ces in the Exchequer, and the King's howfe, whea 
fome of them were clerckes of the kitchin, fome 
treafurer of the howfehold, &c. Yea, fo much 
did our auncellors derogate from the armes of 
Bifhopps, as that the Bifhopps which were inter- 
roiled in the arms of their aunceftors might not 
beare the armes of his howfe without fome noto- 
rious difference, not anfwerabie to the difference k 
of other younger brethren : as did the Bifhopp of 
Lincolne, Henry Burgherfhe ; Thomas Arundell ; 
the Archbifhopp ofYorke, Richard Scroope ; the 
Bifhopp of Norwiche, Henry Spencer, and many 
others, who did not beare the common differences 
; of armes of younger fonnes ; but great and noto- 
'• rious differences ; as borders, fome engrayled* 
! fome with myters, or fuch lyke, £ff*v" Thus far 
Mr. Thynne : to whom it may be replied, that it is 
no wonder, that both canons and examples are againft 
the bearing of coat armour by the fons of clergy- 
men : fince it was an abfurdity even to have fup- 
pofed it : the clergy, by the canons, being prohi- 
bited to marry, and confequently fuppofed to have 
no children : therefore it can never be thought 
flrange that there are no examples of that fort. As 
to the objections againft Archbifhop Hubert Walter, 
and other ecclefiaftics, who meddled too much per- 
haps in fecular matters, and more than was con- 
fiftent with their function as churchmen ; though 
this may be ever fo true, yet it makes nothing to 
the argument of their being difqualified to bear 
armories : what was objected againft thefe forts of 
clergymen, was, not their bearing coat armour, or 
family enfigns of honour, but executing fecular 
offices, in prejudice to their primary inftitution and 
deftination in the church. Nor is what he fays, in 
refpect to the derogation from the clergy's arms, 
lefs abfurd : the differences born by them in their 
fhields, as I conceive, are rather to be looked upon 
as honourable, than difgraceful, or derogatory. 
Nor can it be reafonably fuppofed, that being of 
an order and profeffion, which was more efpecially. 
held facred in thofe times, to which the writer re- 
fers, would be fo far held difgraceful, as to lefTen 
or derogate from natural rights and parental privi- 
leges. Is it credible, for inftance, that Thomas 
Bourchier, Bifhop of Ely, afterwards Archbifhop of 
Canterbury, and Cardinal, who would take place 
: of his elder brother, the Earl of EfTex, merely on 
r account of his dignity in the church ; fhould yet 
1 be thought fo much to difgrace, or derogate from 
c the honour of his family, as not to be fuffered to 
f bear his father's coat armour, becaufe he was an 
1 ecclefiaftic ? It is ridiculous to fuppofe it. Ac- 

* cordingly we fee in Fulbourn and Littlebury church- 
' windows, that he gave his full family arms, within 
' a bordure azure : not as any abatement of honour, 

* as it is reafonable to imagine; but rather as an ad- 
< ditional and acquired mark of honourable diftinc- 

* tion, added to his paternal coat, as being of fo 

* great dignity in the church. Another inftance of 
f which we have in the bearing of bifhop Arundel's 

* arms (26)].' K. 
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*** [BOWYER (William) (*), the moft learned Printer of the age, was born 
in White Fryars, London, on the 17th of December, 1699. His father, whofe name 
was alfo William, was of diftinguiihed eminence in the fame profeffion and his ma- 
ternal grandfather (Icabod Dawks ) was employed (f) in printing the celebrated Poly glott 
Bible of Bilhop Walton. At a proper age, he was placed, for grammatical education, 
under the care of Mr. Ambrofe Bonwicke [yf ], a Non-juring Clergyman of known 
piety and learning, who then lived at Headley, near Leatherhead in Surry. Here Mr. 
Bowyer made fuch advances in literature as reflected the higheft credit both on himfelf 
and his preceptor; for whofe memory, to his lateft years, he entertained the fincerefl; 
refpeft ; and to whofe family he always remained an ufeful friend. The attachment, 
indeed, was mutual -> and the following inftance of the good lchool-mafter's benevo- 
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\_A*\ Under the care of Mr, Ambrofe Bonwicke. ] This 
gentleman was born on the 29th of April, 1652, and 
went to St. John's College, Oxford; in which col- 
lege he was appointed Librarian in 1670. He took 
the degree of Bachelor of Arts in 1673 ; was ordain- 
ed in 1680, and elected Mailer of Merchant Taylors 
School on the 9th of June, 1686. The college of 


St John's petitioned in 1689, that he might be con- 
tinued matter of the fchool for life ; but, at Chrift- 
mas, 1 69 1, he was turned out for refufing to take 
the oath of allegiance. A curious correfpondence of 
his, with Mr. Blecbynden, on this occafion, is ftill in 
MS. in the hands of Mr. Nichols ( 1 ) . 
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B O W Y E R. 

ience made an indelible imprefllon on the mind of his pupil. On the 30th of Janu- 
ary, 1712-13, the whole property of the elder Mr; Bowyer was deftroyed by a dreadful 
fire; on which decafion, Mr. Bonwicke, with great generofity, and no lefs delicacy 
(endeavouring to conceal its being his own aft of kindnefs), took upon him, for one 
year, the expences of his fcholar's board and education {a). In June, 17 16, young 
Mr. Bowyer was admitted as a fizar at St. John's College, Cambridge ; of which col- 
lege Dr. Robfert Jenkin was at that time matter. The Do&or had been a benefadtor 
to the elder Mr. Bowyer in the feafon of his calamity i and the fon, at the diftance of 
fixty years, had the happinefs of returning the favour to a relation of the worthy matter, 
in a manner by which the perfon obliged was totally ignorant to whom he was indebted 
for the prefent he received. Mr. Bowyer continued at Cambridge under the tuition of 
the Rev. Dr. John Newcome (*) till June, 1722, during which time it is probable that 
he took his degree of Bachelor of Arts ; and it appears that he was defirous of obtain- 
ing a Fellowfhip, though it is not certain that he ever ftood a candidate for that 
honour (b). Notwithftanding an habitual fbynefs of difpofition, which was unfavour- 
able to him at his firft appearance^ the regularity of his conduit, and his application to 
ftudy, procured him the efteem of many very refpe&able members of the univerfity. 
Here it was that he formed an intimacy with Mr. Markland and Mr. Clarke, of whom 
an account will be given under their proper articles. With thefe two learned friends 
Mr. Bowyer maintained a regular correspondence through life ; and their letters contain 
a treafure of polite literature and found criticifm (c). On the death of Mr. Bon- 
wicke (d) 3 his grateful fcholar had an opportunity of requiting, in fome meafure, the ob- 
ligations he had received, by officiating, for a time, in the capacity of a fchool-mafler, for 
the benefit of the family [r>]. When Mr. Bowyer had di (charged this aft of kindnefs, 
he entered into the printing bufinefs, together with his father ; and one of the firfl books 
which received the benefit of his correftion, was the complete edition of Selden by 
Dr. David Wilkins, in three volumes folio. This edition was begun in 1722, and finifh- 
ed in 1726 ; and Mr. Bowyer's great attention to it appeared in his drawing up an (f) epi- 
tome of Selden c de Synedriis,' as he read the proof-fheets. In 1727, 1 the learned world 
was indebted to him for an admirable (ketch of William Baxter's Glofiary of the Roman 
Antiquities. The fketch was called a c View of a Book, intitled, Reliquia? Baxteriana. 
1 In a Letter to a Friend/ A fingle fheet, 8vo. Very few copies were printed; and, 
having never been publifhed, it is feldom fouqd with the Glofiary. Dr. Wotton and 
Mr. Clarke were highly pleafed with this firft public proof given by Mr. Bowyer of his 
literary abilities [C]. 

On the 20th of December, 1727, he lott an affeftionate mother, upon which occa- 
fion he received a letter of pious confolation, from Mr, Chilhull, the learned editor of 
the Antiquitates Afiaticae (e). 

Very highly to his own, and his father's fatisfaftion, he entered, on the 9th of Oc- 
tober, 1728, into the marriage ftate, with Mifs Anne Prudom, his mother's niece. 
His happinefs, however, with this accomplifhed woman, lafted but little more than 
three years; he being deprived of her, by death, on the 17th of Oftober, 1731. Of 
two fons, whom he had by her, William died an infant, and Thomas furvived him* 
His friends Mr. Clarke and Mr. Chifhull wrote him very affeftionate and Chriftian 
letters on this melancholy event (f). In 1729, he ufhered into the world a curious trea- 
dle, intitled, 1 A Pattern for young Students in the Univerfity, fet forth in the Life of 
1 Mr. Ambrofc Bonwicke, fome time Scholar of St. John's College^ Cambridge' This 
little volume was generally afcribed to our learned printer, though it was in reality the 
produftion of Mr. Ambrofe Bonwicke the elder. About the fame time, it appears, 
from a letter of Mr. Clarke, that Mr. Bowyer had written a pamphlet againft the Se- 
paratifts ; but neither the title nor the occafion of it are at prefent recollected. Through 
the friendfliip of the Right Honourable Arthur Onflow, he was, likewife, appoint- 
ed, in 1729, printer of the Votes of the Houfe of Commons; an office which he 
held, under three fuccefllve Speakers, for nearly fifty years. In 1731, he took part in 
a controverfy occafioned by a fermon of Mr. Bowman's, a Clergyman in Yorkfhire, 
intitled, c The Traditions of the Clergy deftruftive of Religion : with an Inquiry into 
( the Grounds and Reafons of fuch Traditions.' This performance, which was 
charged with containing fome of the fentiments that had been advanced by Dr. Tindal, 
in his < Rights of the Chriftian Church ;' and by Mr. Gordon, in his c Independent 
* Whig/ excited no fmall degree of 'offence ; and feveral anfwers were written to it, 
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[B] For the benefit of the family. \ In January, 
J 724-5, Mr. James Bonwicke, fon of Mr. Ambrofe 
Bonwicke, knowing Mr. Bowyer's integrity and 
friendfhip, appointed him executor to his will, and 
bequeathed to him a fmall cabinet of coins. The 
fame cabinet Mr., Bowyer afterwards left, by his own 
will, to his highly and jultly efteemed friend, Dr. 
Heberden (2). 

[C] Dr. Wotton and Mr. Clarki were highly pleafed \ 
&c] ■ Your account, 1 fays Mr. Clarke, * of Bax- 
« ter's GlofTary, has pleafed the Doftor (Dr. Wotton) 


exceedingly, and it is his opinion that we (hall fee 
your own pre fs produce nothing better than 'what 
you put into it. It is exactly to his tafte ; and books 
which have the greatelt variety of matter, require 
the greateft judgment to give a proper view of 
them. After his opinion, you need not afk, nor 
can I think it worth the while to mention, my own. 
This is the firll view which you have given the pub- 
lic of yourfelf. The only fault I find with it is, 
that it is not fo large as the life : the more we 
fee of it, the better we fliall like it (3) / 

and 
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( t ) Ont Mag. 
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(b) Anecdote?, 
ubifuf ra, p. 
9 12. 


and itri&ures made upon it (g) y both of a ferious and ludicrous nature. Mr. Bowyer, 
upon this occafion, printed a pamphlet, called, c The Traditions of the Clergy not 
* deitrudlive of Religion. Being Remarks on Mr. Bowman's Sermon; expofing that 
c Gentleman's Deficiency in Latin and Greek, in Ecclefiaftical Hiftory, and true Rea- 
f foning.' The difpute, like many others of a fimilar kind, is now funk into obli- 
vion (h). In 1731 he printed, and it is believed tranfiated (*), Voltaire's Life of (*) Fromin- 
Charles XII. of Sweden \ of which an eighth edition, with a complete Index, was printed ^JJSchoU. 
in 1755. In 1733, he publifhed c The Beau and Academick (+),' two fheets in 4/0; a ,^ mdt 
translation from c Bellus Homo & Academicus, &c.' a Poem recited that year at the 
Comitia in the Sheldonian Theatre. On the 7th of July, 1736, Mr. Bowyer was ad- 
mitted into the Society of Antiquaries ; and he was an active, as well as an early member 
of that refpe&able body. He regularly attended their meetings, and frequently commu- 
nicated to them matters of utility and curiofity [£)]. In conjunction with Dr. Birch, he 
was, alfo, materially concerned in inftituting c The Society for the Encouragement of 
c Learning [L].' On the 27th of December, 1737, Mr. Bowyer loft his father, at the age 
of ieventy-four j and it is evident, from his /tattered papers, that he feverely felt this af- 
fliction y applying to himfelf the beautiful apoftrophe of iEneas to Anchifes, in Virgil : 

— <c Hie me, pater optime, feffum 

" Deferis, heu ! tantis nequicquam erepte periclis ?" 
His friend Mr. Clarke again addrefled to him a letter of fympathy and confolation (/). (\) Anecdotes, 
In 1742, he publifhed a tranflation of Trapp's Latin Leftures on Poetry, with addi- jp->*» , 3« 
tional Notes. In tranflating this work, he had not only the advice, but the afliftance, 
of his friend, Mr. Clarke : and yet this Gentleman had no high opinion of the original 
performance. He thought it a very fuperficial book ; and was particularly offended 
with Trapp for affecting to find fault with Voflius, on every little occafion. Mr. Bowyer, 
about this time, corrected and put into a proper form, a very ufeful fchool-book, called 
cc Seledla^ ex profanis Scriptoribus Hiftoriae." The prefaces to this book, which was 
firft compiled in France, were tranfiated by our author (£). (k) ibid, p. 151 

Though it is not our intention, in general, to take notice of the works printed by l6 - 
Mr. Bowyer, excepting when he himfelf contributed to them by prefaces, notes, or 
other additions, yet we fhall mention his having been the printer, in 1742, of the ad- 
ditional book of the Dunciad ; as he- received, on this occafion, teftimonies of regard 
both from the great poet, and his learned commentator. Among other friendly expref- 
fions of Dr. Warburton, he fays, c I have never more pleafure when there (in London), 
c than when I loll and talk to you at my eafe, de qualibet ente, in your dining-room :* 
And again, c The Greek I know will be well printed in your edition, notwithfianding 

* the abfence of ScribkrusS The fame celebrated writer had long before told Mr. Bowyer, 
c No one's thoughts will have greater weight with me than your own, in whom I have 
c experienced fo much candour, goodnefs, and learning.' It is not, however, to be 
concealed, that a difference afterwards arofe between them, in which, as is commonly 
the cafe, each party was confident that he was right. Mr. Bowyer, who thought him- 
felf flighted, ufed often to remark, that, c after the death of the Englifh Homer, the ■ 
c letters of his learned friend wore a different completion.' * But, perhaps,' as Mr. 
Nichols candidly and judicioufly obferves, c this may be one of the many inftances, 

* which occur through life, of the impropriety of judging for ourfelves in cafes which 
c affeft our intereft or our feelings (/) \F\S 

In 1744, Mr. Bowyer is fuppofed to have written a fmall pamphlet on the prefent 
ftate of Europe, taken principally from Puffendorff. In 1746, he publifhed c the Life 
c of the Emperor Julian,' tranfiated from the French of M. Bleterie, and improved 
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[/)] Communicated to them mat ten of utility and cit- 
rioftty.] This he did in the double capacity of a 
printer and a member of the fociety. Among other 
communications, was a letter to Mr. Gale, occafion- 
ed by an infeription on Vitellius, found at Bath in 
-Auguft 1736 ; the fubftance of which is printed in his 
preface to the €C Veteres Poetae citati, &c" of Leedes, 
annexed to Kufter " De vero Ufu V erborum Medio- 
" rum, 1753." A Diflertation of Mr. Bowyer's, 
on the Gule or Yule of our Saxon anceftors, is ftill in 
manufcript (*). The Letter to Mr. Gale, the Difler- 
tation on the Yule, and the Memorial mentioned in 
note [£] 9 will appear in the volume of Mr. Bowyer's 
Mifcellaneous T rafts (f). 

[£] The Society for the Encouragement of Learning. ] 
This Society, the commencement of which may be 
dated Feb. 3, 1737, printed, in the courfe of three 
years contract with their bookfellers, no more than 
four books ; Dr. Stuart * De Motu Mufculari Sir 
William Keith's 4 Hiftory of Virginia Mr. 
Carte's « Letters,' and Profeflbr Stuart's * Ne- 
< ceflity of Revelation ;' none of which were very 
large or expenfive. Sir Thomas Roe's ' Negocia- 
' dons' were publifhed by them in 1740; 1 Maxi- 

* mus Tyrius' in the fame year ; iElianus € De 

* Animalibus/ in 1743 ; Tanner's 4 Notitia Mo- 

* naftica,' in January, 1743-4; and Newton's 

Vol. II. 


* Quadrature of Curves,' in September, 1745. 

1 A Memorial of the prefent State of Affairs of the 
' Society/ dated April 17, 1746, it appears that 
they had incurred fo confiderable a debt as to be de- 
terred from proceeding any farther. The * Biblio- 

* theca Britannica' of Bifhop Tanner was, however, 
completed under their patronage, and made its ap- 
pearance in 1748 (4). 

In cafes 'which affeel our intereft or our feelings .] 
Mr. Bowyer had a great fenfibility of temper with re- 
gard to any neglects which were (hewed him by his 
literary friends, in the way of his bufinefs. This 
did not proceed from a principle of avarice, but from 
a confeioufnefs of the refpeel which was due to him 
from his acquaintance, as the firft of his profefliou: 
for he exprefled his refentment as ftrongly in cafes 
where profit could be no material objecl, as he did 
in more important inftances. Dr. Squire, then Dean 
of Briftol, not having appointed him to print a fer- 
mon which had been preached before the Houfe of 
Commons, on the general fall day, Feb. 13, 1761, 
Mr. Bowyer wrote to the Doctor, upon the occaiion, 
an expoftulatory letter. Nor was this the only evi- 
dence he gave how much he was offended, when he 
thought that a flight had been put upon him from a 
quarter where he imagined he had a natural claim to 
favour (5). 

5 U with 
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BOWYER; 

with twelve pages of curious notes, and a genealogical table. The notes were not en- 
tirely Mr. Bowyer's, but were drawn up, in part, by Mr. Clarke and other learned men. 
The" tranflation, which appears to have been done by Women (*), was made under our 
author's immediate infpe&ion (w). It is well known that M, Bleterie's Life of Julian 
is a very judicious, as well as entertaining work ; wherein the writer hath avoided the 
extremes into which many have run, in their accounts of that Emperor (+) \G\ On 
the 2d of Auguft, 1747, Mr. Bowyer entered a iecond time into the matrimonial ftate, 
with a mod benevolent and worthy woman, Mrs. Elizabeth Bill, by whom he had no 
children. In 1749, he had the honour of fharing, with Dr. Burton, in the invectives 
moft liberally beitowed by Dr. King, in his < Elogium Famae inlerviens Jacci Eton- 
f enfis, five Gigantis: or, the Praifes of Jack of Eaton, commonly called Jack the 
f Giant (»).' Dr. King's abufe was probably owing to his having heard that our 
learned printer had hinted, in conversation, his doubts concerning the Do&or's Lati- 
nity. Mr. Bowyer drew up ftriftures in his own defence, which he intended to infert 
at the conclufion of a preface to Montefquieu's Reflexions, &c. but, in confequence 
of Mr. Clarke's advice, they were omitted (0). In 1750, a prefatory critical difTerta- 
tion, and fome valuable notes, were annexed, by our author, to Kufter's Treatife 
c De vero Ufu Verborum Mediorum / a new edition of which work, with farther 
improvements, appeared in 1773. He wrote, likewife, about the fame time, a Latin 
preface to Leedes's c Veteres Poetic citati, &c/ Being foon after employed to print an 
edition of Col. Bladen's tranflation of Caefar's Commentaries, that work received con- 
fiderable improvements from Mr. Bowyer's hands, and the addition of fuch notes in it 
as are figned Typogr. In the fubfequent editions of this work, though printed by 
another perfon, and in our author's life-time, the fame fignature, contrary to decorum, 
and even juftice, was ftill retained. In 1751, he wrote a long preface to Monte- 
fquieu's f Reflexions on the Rife and Fall of the Roman Empire ;' tranflated the Dia- 
logue between Sylla and Socrates; made feveral corrections to the work from the 
Baron's c Spirit of Laws and improved it with his own notes. A new edition, with 
many new notes, was printed in 1759. He gave, likewife, to the public, in 175 1, 
the firft tranflation that was made of Roufleau's paradoxical Oration, which gained the 
prize at the Academy of Dijon, in 1750 s and which firft announced that Angular 
genius to the attention and admiration of Europe, On the publication of the third 
edition of Lord Orrery's < Remarks on the Life and Writings of Dr. Swift/ in 1752, 
Mr. Bowyer wrote and printed, but never publifhed, f Two Letters from Dr. Bentley 
c in the Shades below, to Lord Orrery in a Land of thick Darknefs.' The notes 
figned B, in the ninth quarto volume of Swift's Works, are extracted from thefe Let- 
ters. In 1753, he endeavoured to allay the ferment occafioned by the Jew Bill; with 
which view, he publifhed, in quarto, c Remarks on the Speech made in Common Coun- 
c cil, on the Bill for permitting Perfons profefllng the Jewifh Religion to be naturalized, 
c fo far as Prophecies are fuppofed to be affedted by it.' The defign of this fenfible 
little tra£t, which was written with fpirit, and well received by thofe who were fuperior 
to narrow prejudices, was to (hew, that whatever political rfcafons might be alleged 
againft the bill, Chriftianity would in no degree be prejudiced by the indulgence pro- 
pofed to be granted to the Jews. In the fame year, fome of Mr. Bowyer's notes were 
annexed to Bifliop Clayton's tranflation of a c Journal from Grand Cairo to Mount 
c Sinai, and back again.' In 1754, with a view of leflening his fatigue, he entered 
into partnerfhip with a relation 5 but fome difagreements arifing, the connection was 
diflblvcd in 1757, and he refumed the adtive part of bufinefs (p). Upon the death (>;p.ai-*s. 
of Mr. Richardfon, in 1761, Mr. Bowyer, through the patronage of the late Earl of 
Macclesfield (<?), was appointed printer to the Royal Society; and, under the friendfhip 
of five fucceffive Prefidents, had the fatisfadtion of continuing in that employment till 
his death. In the fame year ( 176 1 ), appeared c Verfes on the Coronation of their late 
f Majclties, King George the Second and Queen Caroline, Odtober 4, 1727, fpoken 
c by the Scholars of Weltminfter School (fome of them now the Ornaments of the Na- 
c tion) on January 15th following, being the Day of the Inauguration of Queen Eli- 
c zabeth, their Foundrefs ; with a Tranflation of all the Latin Copies: The whole placed 
f in Order of the Tranfactions of that important Day. Adorned with the Coronation 
f Medals of the Royal Pair, and a Buft of our prefent King, To which is fubjoined 
€ the Ceremonial of the auguft Proceflion, very proper to be compared with the 


[G] In their accounts of that Emperor .] In a letter 
fent by Mr. Bowyer to the London Courant, he thus 
exprefled himfelf concerning M. Bleterie's perform- 
ance : 6 The very name of an Apoftate carries with it 

* fo frightful an idea, that we think it inconfiltent 

* with every^virtue ; and prefently conclude, that 

* the man who has deferted ChriiHanitv, has aban- 

* doned humanity likewife. Others take the con- 

* trary turn ; and having found a prince of diftin- 
1 guiihed fenfe, whofe mind was not open to the 
' conviction of Revelation, magnify every excellence 

* in him, to the difcouragement of that. Both ex- 
' tremes this author hath happily avoided. The 
f reader will find here an agreeable contrail of very 


different properties ; an Emperor and a Philofopher, 
intrepid in war, and yet fuperftitioufly fearful of 
omens; credulous, and yet an infidel; perfuaded 
of the truth of miracles, and yet rejecting the evi- 
dence of them ; a hero, and yet a bigot in religion ; 
and in that too of forbearing principles, and yer 
intent upon eftablifhing his own ; a rational en- 
quirer, and yet devoted to priefts and fophilts ; a 
fatirift, and yet good-natured : in (hort, an aflern- 
blage (as the author exprefles it) of eminent qua- 
lities ill-forted, which, with a variety of incidents 
and advantages that attended him, give the hiilory 
of his life, founded on the ftrifteit truth, all the 
appearance of fiction (6)l 9 

' approaching 
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(r) Anecdotes, 
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■ approaching one (r) and a Catalogue of the Coronation Medals of the Kings 
c and Queens of England/ The original part of this pamphlet was entirely Mr. 
Bowyer's : the Latin Verfes were tranflated partly by him, but principally by Mr. 
Nichols [//]. Our learned printer's next publication was of a more ferious and 
weighty nature. It came out in 1763, and was an excellent edition of the Greek 
Teftament, in two volumes, iitno, under the following title: c Novum Tefta- 
c mentum Gnecum, ad Fidem Graecorum iblum Codicum MSS. nunc primum 
f impreffum, adftipulante Joanne Jacobo Wetftenio, juxta Se&iones Jo. Alberti 
c Bengelii divifum et nova Interpretatione faspius illuflratum. AccelTere in altero 
c Volumine Emendationes conje&urales Virorum doftorum undecunque collecflse.' 
This fold with great rapidity ; though Mr. Bowyer, in his advertilements of it in 
the public papers, was pleafed to add, that it boafted neither elegance of type nor 
paper, but trufted to other merits. The conjectural emendations are a very valuable 
addition to the Greek Teftament, and were extremely well received by the learned. In 
a letter of thanks, from the Prefident and Fellows of Harvard College, in Cambridge, 
New-England, to Mr. Bowyer, in 1767, for feveral benefactions of his to that College, 
they exprefs themfelves as follows : f It is a particular pleafure to us to mention your 
c very curious edition of the Greek Teftament, in two volumes, with critical notes, and 
€ many happy conjedbures, efpecially as to the punctuation, an affair of the utmoft im- 
c portance as to ascertaining the fenfe. This work, though fmall in bulk, we efteem 
c as a rich treafure of lac red learning, and of more intrinfic value than many large vo- 
lumes of the commentators (j)/ A fecond edition of the Conjectures on the New 
Teftament, with very confiderable enlargements, was feparately publifhed, in one vo- 
lume, o£tavo, in 1772 (/). Bifhop Warburton having cenfured a palTage in the former 
edition, Mr. Bowyer fent him a copy of this book, with a conciliatory letter [/]. In 
1765, at the requeft of Thomas Hollis, Efqj whofe munificence to literature will be 
enlarged upon in a future article, our author wrote a fhort Latin preface to Dr. Wal- 
lis's c Grammatica Linguse Anglicanae.' A larger Englifh preface, which was written 
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book were fent by him to the Rev. Mr. Clarke, jun. when Chaplain to the Earl 
of Briftol at Madrid, to be given to the Spanifh literati. Towards the latter end 
of the fame year, in confequence of overtures from a few refpeftable friends at 
Cambridge, Mr. Bowyer had fome inclination to have undertaken the management 
of the Univerfity prefs, by purchafing a leafe of its exclufive privileges. He went, 
accordingly, to Cambridge for this purpofe ; but the treaty proved fruitlefs, and 
he did not much regret the difappointment. In the beginning of 1766, by en- 
gaging in a partnerfhip with Mr. Nichols, he was again enabled to withdraw, in 
fome degree, from that clofe application, which had begun to be prejudicial to his 
health. His new affociate had been trained by him to the profeffion, and had aflifted 
him feveral years in the management of bufinefs («). He was very happy in this con- ( u ) Anecdotei, 
nedtion ; and Mr. Nichols hath already afforded feveral valuable proofs of his zeal in 1 
the caufe of literature, and of his folicitude to tread in the fteps of his worthy and learned 
friend and partner. In that year (1766) Mr. Bowyer wrote an excellent Latin preface 
to € Joannis Harduini, Jefukas, ad Cenfuram Scriptorum veterum Prolegomena. Juxta 
c Autographum/ In this preface he gives an account of the nature of the work, and of 
the manner in which it had been preferved. Mr. De MifTy's Remarks on the celebrated 
Jefuit's extraordinary production were publifhed about the fame time, in a letter to Mr. 
Bowyer, written in Latin. In 1767, he was appointed to print the Journals of the 
Houfe of Lords, and the Rolls of Parliament. The noble Peer to whom he was indebted 
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[H] Partly by him, hut principally by Mr, J, Ni- 
chols,] Perhaps a few fpecimens of the epigrams may 
not be unacceptable to our readers. 

On the Favours. 
[An original, by the pre fent Duke of Leeds.] (*) 

* Thy name, great Prince, inferibed infilk behold, 

* On glittering favours rough with woven gold. 
« The man ereel difplays it on his creft, 

« The fofter fair one wears it at her breaft. 
« Thus Britain her united wifli imparts, 
« Thine are the wife ft heads, and truefl hearts.* 
On the Opening of the ProcefTion. 
[A Tranflation by Mr. Nichols.] (*) 
" Firft in proceflion of the pompous day, 

* With fragrant flowers a matron marks the way : 

* Next trumpets, kettle-drums, a various band, 

* Too hard, too many, in a verfe to Hand : 

* Then peers, earls, dukes, their diiferent lights 

' difplay, 

' And laft both Majeftics- Meridian day ! 

* To fmall beginnings what great things we owe, 
' Since one old woman leads up fuch a lhow (' 

On the Diamonds and Coronets. 
[A Tranflation by Mr. Bowyer.] ( # ) 
' In mimic fcenes, where counterfeits will pafs, 
' The crowns are tinfel, and the diamonds glafs . 
1 No fi&ions here profane the facred roof, 

* The heroes' virtues, and their gold are proof. 


f Nobles and gems difplay a flood of light ; 

< Their blood unftain'd, as is their water bright.* 

On the Scepter borne by the Queen. 
[An original, by the Hon. Spencer Cowper, after- 
• wards Dean of Durham.] (*) 

* See Caroline fuftain the ivory dove, 

* An emblem not of greatnefs, but of love, 

* Confcious that facred vows, and beauty's fmiles, 

* Make fvveets of power fu peri or to its toils. 

* More proud her Monarch's heart than throne to 

1 fhare, 

* Let the Queen-confort ftill be regent there (7)/ 
[/] With a conciliatory letter,] Dr. Warbur ton's 

Divine Legation had received no fmall advantage 
from Mr. Bowyer's corrections ; and this even in an 
edition which was neceiTarily given to another prefs. 
In 1 76 1, he was employed to print his Lordfhip's 
■ Doclrine of Grace.' A fecond edition being foon 
wanted, and Mr. Bowyer not having been intruded 
with the care of it, he prepared a feries of letters to 
the Bifhop, in his own defence; of which, together 
with a few he had formerly received from that great 
writer, he afterwards printed t<wel<ve copies. How- 
ever, there is the beft authority for aflerting, that, 
notwithstanding any little altercations which hap- 
pened, Dr. Warburton always retained a -fincere re- 
gard for our author (8)< 
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for this appointment, and his gratitude to whom is teftified in the infcnption (hereafter 

inferted) which he left behind him, to be placed in Stationers Hall, was the Earl of 

Marchmont. Mr. Bowyer was now compelled, from the want of lbfficient room, to 

exchange White Fryars for Red Lion Pajfage \ and it was not without reluftance that he 

quitted a refidence to which he had been accuftomed from his infancy. His new print- 

ing-houfe was opened with the fign of his favourite Cicero's Head ; under which was in- 

fcribed, f m. t. cicero, a quo primordia preli/ in allufion to tlie well-known early 

editions of Tully's Offices. Having printed this year Mr. Clarke's excellent and learned 

work on f The Connexion of the Roman, Saxon, and Englifli Coins/ he wrote fome 

notes upon it, which are interfperfed throughout the volume with thofe of the author. 

Part of the Diflertation on the Roman Sefterce was, likewife, Mr. Bowyer's production ; 

and the Index, which is an uncommonly good one, and on which he did not a little 

pride himfelf, was drawn up entirely by him (w). On the 14th of January, 1771, he M Anecdotei, 

loll his fecond wife, who died at the age of feventy. His old friend, Mr. Clarke, who ^l?^*' p * 

had adminiftered confolation to him, on a fimilar occafion, nearly forty years before, 

again addrefled him with tendernefs on this event. In the Philofophical Tranfa&ions 

for 177 1, was printed a very ingenious c Enquiry into the Value of the ancient Greek 

c and Roman Money,' by the late Matthew Raper, Efq. The opinions advanced by 

this relpeftable gentleman, on thefe fubjefts, not coinciding with thofe of Mr. Bowyer, 

he printed a fmajl pamphlet, intitled, c Remarks, occafioned by a late Diflertation on 

€ the Greek and Roman Money.' The pamphlet was intended as an appendix to Mr. 

Clarke's Treatife on Coins. The opinions of many excellent writers in Germany and 

France having been ably controverted in that elaborate work, Mr. Bowyer tranfmitted 

a copy of it to the French King's library, and infcribed his little appendix, 

" Reci Christianissimo 
" Gulielmus Bowyer, Typographus Anglicanus. 

" Judicium ut fubeat magis sequum candidiufve, 
<c Qui poni potuit commodiore loco ?" 

He was very defirous that Mr. Clarke's book ftiould be tranflated and reprinted in 

France i and he took fome pains, though without fuccefs, to get it accompliftied (*). (x) P. 37,3!. 

In 1773, three little Tratts were published by him, under the title of c Select Dif- 

c courfes : 1 . Of the Correfpondence of the Hebrew Months with the Julian, from the 

f Latin of ProfefTor Michaelis. cl. Of the Sabbatical Years, from the fame. 3. Of 

r< the Years of Jubilee ; from an anonymous Writer, in Maflbn's Hiftoire Critique dc 

* la Republiquedes Lcttres.* In 1774, he correded a new edition of Schrevelius's Greek 
Lexicon, to which he hath added a number of words (diftinguifhed by an afterifk) he 
had himfelf collefted in the courfc of his own ftudies. Confiderable additions, which 
are ftill in manufcript, were made by him to the Lexicons of Hederic and of Buxtorf, 
the Latin ones of Faber and of Littleton, and the Englifli Dictionary of Bailey ; and he 
hath left behind him many other proofs of his critical flcill in the learned languages [/fj. 
In 1774, was publifhed € The Origin of Printing, in two Eflays. 1. The Subftance of 
( Dr. Middlcton's Diflertation on the Origin of Printing in England, a. Mr. Meer- 
( man's Account of the Invention pf the Art at Harlem, and its Progrefs to Mentz, 
1 with occafionaf Remarks ; and an Appendix. 1 Of this valuable Tradt we have taken 
particular notice under the article of Richard Atkins (y). The original idea of it Cy) BiograpW 
was Mr. Bowyer's ; but it was completed by Mr. Nichols. The two learned friends, Brita ™ ica ' 
whofe affiftance is acknowledged in the preface, were the Rev. Dr. Henry Owen, and the wl\lwit 
late Mr. Cadar De Mifly. Though this work appeared without a name, it was immedi- 
ately judged to be Mr. Bowyer's. It was well received in the world of letters, and 

juftly fpoken of in terms of great commendation, both at home and abroad [L]. A 
fecond edition, with very confiderable improvements, was publifhed in 1776. When 
Mr. Nichols was engaged in printing the < Original Works of Dr. King of the Com- 
c mons/ and the < Supplement to Swift,' Mr. Bowyer, by fuggefting ufeful hints, and 
adding fome illuftrations, aflifted him in both thefe undertakings. Our eminent Printer 

now 

[K] Proofs of his critical Jkill in the learned tan- * behind him accurately corrected, and much en- 
guages.] * His Greek and Latin Grammars in gene- < larged. Thefe he often wifhed, in his later days, 

* raj, and particularly fuch of them as he had in com- « he had been able to publim for the ufe of fchools] 

* mon ufe when at fchool and at college, are filled * and the benefit of young tfudents in divinity. The 
1 with fuch curious explanatory notes as bear the mod ' firit of them, full of critical notes, is now in the 
' convincing marks of confummate critical know- « pofleffion of Dr. Owen ; and the latter in the hands 

' ledge in thofe languages: and that knowledge he « of Mr. Nichols (9). ' Mr. Bowyer left, alfo, feve- (9) Anecdotei, 

* applied in a fpecial manner to the advancement of ral manufcript notes on Middleton's Life of Cicero "tifW* 
1 facred learning. It was his conftant cuftom, in the Duncan's and Bladen's Caefar, Theocritus, Horace^ ' 

\ co k ur [ e T of h L 13 wading, to note down every thing Pope, and an amazing number of critical remarks on the 
which he thought might contribute to illuftrate any Old and New Teftament (10). With regard to Faber's , io ^ Frnm * _ 

< paflageoffcnpwre, efpecially of the Greek Tefta- Lexicon, mentioned above, he had fome Intention of re- krm^ion of 
ment. In purfuance of this method, it is hardly pubhihing it in a more commodious manner, bychang- Mr. Nichols, 
to be conceived what a number of ufeful and cun- ingits prefent radical form intoanalphabetical one (u). flll Anecdote. 

< ous remarks ftand inferted in the margin of his the- [Z] In terms of great commendation both at home and ukifu^T 
« ological books, which may greatly contribute to abroad.] When the work firft appeared, the writer of 

improve future editions. Two books in particular this article had occafion to fpeak of it, in the follow- 
he beftowed much pains upon, viz. Leigh's << Cri- ing terms: ' Of the many treatifes concerning- the 
' tica Sacra and Dugard's " Lexicon Graeci Tef- » origin of printing, there are few, if any, which 
' tamenti Alphabeticum both which he hath left ■ will be found more fatisfaftory than the prefent; 

* and 


fx) Thelafc 
Matter of the 
Charter-huufe. 


(•) From In- 
formation of 
Mr, Nichols, 
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now drew to the end of his literary career, which he clofed with a new edi tion, in 1777, 
of Dr. Bentley's c Ditfertation on tfie Epiftles of Phalaris/ Dr. Bentley was a writer 
whom he had always held in the higheft eftimation. In the republication of this great 
critic's Ditfertation, Mr. Bowyer hath inferred the remarks which had occurred to him, 
in the courfe of many years attention to the fubjedts there treated of ; and he hath 
afcribed them to the refpe&ive authors from whofe books or perfonal communication 
they were felefted. He was much indebted, on this occafion, to the friendly affiftance 
of Dr. Salter (z) and Dr. Owen (a). 

Mr. Bowyer had always been fubjeft to a bilious colic ; and during the laft ten years 
of his life, he was afflitted with che palfy and the ftone. But, notwithstanding thefe in- 
firmities, he preferved, in general, a remarkable chearfulnefs of difpofition ; and re- 
ceived great fatisfaftion from the conversation of a few literary friends, by whom he 
continued to be vifited. The faculties of his mind, though fomewhat impaired, were 
ftrong enough to fupport the labour of aim oft incefTant reading, which had ever been 
his principal amufement ; and he regularly corrected the learned works, and elpecially 
the Greek books, which came from his prefs. This he did till within a very few weeks 
of his death; which happened on the 1 8th of November, 1777, when he had nearly 
completed his 78th year. The publications of Mr. Bowyer are an incontrovertible 
evidence of his abilities and learning ; to which may be added, that he was honoured 
with the friendfhip and patronage of many of the mod diftinguifhed ornaments of his 
age. We already have had occafion to mention the Earls of Macclesfield and Marchmont, 
Dr.Wotton, Mr. Pope, Mr. Chifhull, Mr. Clarke, Mr. Markland, BifhopWarburton, the 
Right Honourable Arthur Onflow, Mr. Hollis, Dr. Salter, Mr. De Mifly, Dr. Owen, 
and Dr. Heberden. To thefe, among other refpectable names, might be added thofe 
of Archbifhop Seeker, Bifhop Kennet, Bifhop Tanner, Bifhop Sherlock, Bifhop Hoadly, 
Bifliop Lyttelton, Bifhop Pearcr, Bifhop Lowth, Bifhop Barrington, Bifhop Hurd, the 
late Lord Lyttelton, the prefent Lord Sandys, Dean Prideaux, Doflors Robert and 
John Freind, Dean Freind, Dean Milles, Dean Percy, the very learned Dr. Taylor 
Chancellor of Lincoln, Dr. Barnard, Dr. Powell, Dr. Wilkins, Mr. Maittaire, 
Meflrs. R. and S. Gale, Mr. Browne Willis, Mr. Spelman, Mr. Morant, Dr. Ducarel, 
Mr. Pegge, Mr. Garrick, and moft: of the diftinguifhed Scholars and antiquaries of 
his time (*). His connection with Richard Gough, Efq; fo well known by his 
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(a ) Anecdotes, 
ub\ fupra, p. 
39—44- 


(c) Anecdotes, 


eminent acquaintance with Britifh topography and antiquities, is apparent from his 
laft will ; where his obligations to Dr. Jenkin, Dean Stanhope, and Mr. Nelfon, are 
acknowledged. He correfponded with the ingenious and learned Dr. Francis Blackburne, ^ 
Arch-deacon of Cleveland. And the late excellent Dr. Robert Clayton, Bifliop of Clogher, 
fo highly efteemed his friendlhip, that he not only honoured him by a regular epiftolary 
inttrcourfe, but prefented him with the copy-right of all his valuable writings {b). Mr. (t) p.15. 
Bowyer ftood unrivalled, for more than half a century, as a learned printer; and fome 
of the moft mafterly productions of this kingdom have undoubtedly appeared from his 
prefs (c). To his literary and profeflional abilities, he added an excellent moral cha- 
racter. His regard to religion was difplayed in his publications, and in the courfe of his 
life and ftudies ; and he was particularly diftinguifhed by his inflexible probity, and an 
uncommon alacrity in a (lifting the neceffitous. His liberality in relieving every fpecies 
of diftrefs, and his endeavours to conceal his benefadtions, refledt great honour on his 
memory. Though he was naturally fond of retirement, and feldom entered into com- 
pany, excepting with men of letters, he was, perhaps, excelled by few in the talent of 
# juftly difcriminating the real characters of mankind. He judged of the perfons he faw 
by a fort of intuition ; and his judgments were generally right. From a confeioufnefs 
of literary fuperiority, he did not always pay that attention to the bookfellers which was 
expedient in the way of his bufinefs. Being too proud to folicit the favours in that way 
which he believed to be his due, he was often difappointed in his expectations. On the 
other hand, he frequently experienced fnendftiips in cafes where he had much lefs rea- 
fon to have hoped for them ; lb that, agreeably to his own expreflion, c in what he had 
( received, and what he had been denied, he thankfully acknowledged the will of Hea- 
(d) mi. p. 45. c yen (J).' The two great objeCts of Mr. Bowyer's view, in the decline of his life, 
were to repay the benefactions his father had met with, and to be himfelf a benefaCtor to 
the meritorious of his own profeflion. Thefe purpofes are fully difplayed in his laft will - 9 
for which reafon, and becaufe it illuftrates the turn of his mind in other refpeCts, we 
fhall infert it at large below [Af]. Mr. Bowyer, agreeably to his own direction, was 

buried 


and there Is no one that contains fo much Informa- 
tion in the fame com p a fs. The author profe/fes 
only to give the fubltance of two books ; but he 
goes much farther. He has interfperfed, through 
the whole piece, a number of valuable notes, which 
will greatly increafe the general ftock of knowledge 
upon the fubjeft, and correct the miftakes of the 
works he has abridged : this is remarkably the cafe 
with Br. Middleton's Diflertation. Without pre- 
tending to exhibit a complete Hiftory of the Origin of 
the Art, our author ventures to aflert, that he has 
here given a clearer account of it than is to be met 
with in any book hitherto publifhed in England ; 
and we are fully fatisfied of the truth of his 
Vol. II. 


* aflertion. We apprehend, that the public is in- 

* debted, for this valuable account of the origin and 

* progrefs of the art of printing, to one of the laft of 

* our learned printers ; a race of men whom we have 
c obferved, with concern, to be al moft extin£lin Eu- 

* rope, or at leaft in our own country.' 

The account that was given in the Monthly Re- 
view, was literally tranflated in the Journal des Sca- 
vans, for April 1775. It was not then known, that 
the public was principally indebted for the M Origin 
" of Printing" to Mr. Nichols. 

[M] We Jball infert at large below.] 1 I William 
€ Bowyer, Printer, Citizen, and Stationer, of 
c London, being mercifully warned by the decays of 
5 X < age 
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buried at Low-Levton, in Eflex ; where a neat monument is ere&ed, in the church, 

to 


(*) This cup, 
with a fuitable 
infcription on 
it, is depofited 
among the Com- 
pany's plate. 
Gent Mag. 
1778> p. 373. 


(•) To whom 
he had before 
given 149 l« > 
making in the 
whole :ool. 
From informa- 
tion of Mr. 
Nichols. 


age, and by the lofs of almoft all my friends, am 
fully fenfible that I have not long an abiding here : 
And therefore make this my laft Will and Tefta- 
ment ; and difpofe of thofe worldly goods with which 
it has pleafed God to intruft me, in the following 
manner: My Farms in York (hire, which were en- 
tailed on my only fon Thomas, will, at my de- 
ceafe, fall-in to him ; and that at Naveftock in Ef- 
fex, which he has given to me by pafling a fine and 
recovery, I hereby return, give, and devife, to him, 
his heirs and afligns, for ever, together with the 
land fince added to it by Lord Waldegrave's dona- 
tion in lieu of my right of commonage. I give 
and bequeath to my faid fon twenty pounds per 
annum in the Bank Long Annuities, which now 
ftand in our joint names. I give and bequeath 
the fum of fix thoufand pounds, Four per Cent. 
Confolidated Bank Annuities, to be placed in the 
joint names of him my fon and my executors here- 
after named, intruft, that my faid fon may receive the 
dividends thereof for his life, for his fole ufe ; with 
this exprefs provifo, that my faid executors fhall 
not confent to the felling or alienating any part 
thereof, or of the faid dividends thereof, during my 
faid fon's life ; but that he may, by his Will, dif- 
pofe of it to whom he pleafes ; or, in cafe he mar- 
ries with the confent of my executors in writing, 
that he may make fuch fettlement of it, for the be- 
nefit of himfelf, his wife, and children, as he fhall 
think proper : and, in cafe he marries with fuch 
confent, I give and bequeath to him the further 
fum of three thoufand Pounds, Four per Cent. Con- 
folidated Bank Annuities. 1 alfo give to my faid 
fon all my houfehold goods, furniture and utenfils 
not in partnerihip, except my old bureau in the 
little back room, which I give to Mr. John Nichols, 
my prefent partner in bufinefs, to furvey and pre- 
ferve my papers in. / likewife give to my fon all 
my Plate; except the fmall filver cup (*) which was 
given to my father (after his lofs by fire) by Mrs. 
James, and which / give to the Company of Sta- 
tioners in London, hoping they will preferve it 
as a memorial. I give and bequeath to Mr. 
John Henry Browne and Mr. Nathaniel Conant, 
two of my executors hereinafter named, five hundred 
pounds each. If I die within five Miles of Lon- 
don, I defrre to be buried at Low Leyton in EfTex, 
where the reft of my friends are laid, in as private 
a manner as poflible, with a hearfe, and a coach 
and four ; attended only by the above-named Mr. 
John Nichols, and my neighbour Mr. Nevile Fe- 
ther, to whom I give twenty pounds. And now, 
having committed my body to the earth, I would 
teftify my duty and gratitude to my few relations, 
and numerous benefactors after my father's lofs by 
fire. I give and bequeath to my coufin Scott 
lately of Weftminfter, brewer, and to his fitter, fifty 
pounds each. I give and bequeath to my re- 
lation Mr. Thomas Linley and his wife one thou- 
fand pounds Four per Cent. Confolidated Annuities, 
to be transferred to them, or to the furvivor of 
them ; and which I hope they will take care to 
fettle, at their deaths, for the benefit of their fon 
and daughter. Another Relation I have ; whom, as 
he wants not my afliftance, I draw a veil over. I 
give to the two fons and one daughter of the late 
Reverend Mr. Maurice of Gothenburg in Sweden, 
who married the only daughter of Mr. Richard 
Williamfon bookfeller (in return for her father's 
friendfhip to mine), one thoufand pounds Four per 
Cent. Confolidated Annuities, to be divided equally 
between them, and to be transferred (after deduct- 
ing what I have already advanced, or fhall advance, 
on their account, in my life-time, fuch account to 
be afcertained by my books of account) to whom 
they fhall order for that purpofe. I give and 
bequeath to Mrs. Catharine Markland, fifter to 
my late worthy friend Mr. Jeremiah Markland, three 
hundred and fifty-one pounds( # ), deducting from that 
fum whatever I fhall from this time advance to her 
in my Hfe-time, fuch account to be afcertained by 
my books of account. I give and bequeath 
to Doftor Henry Owen, of St. Olave's, Hart-ftreet, 
one hundred pounds; to Mr. Lockyer Davis, one 
hundred pounds ; to Mr. James Dodfley, one hun- 
dred pounds ; to Mr. Nathaniel Thomas of White 
Fryars, fifty pound*; and to Mr. Matthews, At- 


to 

torney, of Stokefley in Yorkfhire, to Mr, William 
Redknapp clerk to the Hudfon's Bay Company, to 
Mr. Edmond Stallard, and to Mr. Anthony Willan 
fome time fervant to the Right Honourable Arthur 
Onflow, thirty pounds each ; to Mr. John Farmer 
fenior, who has wrought long with me, twenty 
pounds ; and to my maid Martha Chadley, if fhe 
be living with me at my deceafe, fix hundred 
pounds. — Among my father's numerous benefac- 
tors, there is not, that I can hear of, one alive : to 
feveral of them I made an acknowledgment. But 
one * refpcctable body I am ftill indebted to, the 
univerfity of Cambridge ; to whom I give, or rather 
reftore, the fum of fifty pounds, in return for the 
donation of forty pounds made to my father at the 
motion of the learned and pious Mafter of Saint 
John's College, Doctor Robert Jenkin ; to a ne- 
phew of his I have already given another fifty 
pounds(*), as appears by his receipt of the thirty-firft 
of May, one thoufand feven hundred and feventy. 
The benefaclions which my father received from Ox- 
ford I can only repay with gratitude ; as he received 
them, not from the univerfity as a body, but from 
particular members. I give thirty pounds (*) to the 
Dean and Chapter of Canterbury, in gratitude for 
the kindnefs of the worthy Doctor Stanhope (fome 
time Dean of Canterbury) to my father ; the re- 
membrance of which amongft the proprietors of his 
works I have long out-lived, as I have experienced 
by not being employed to print them : the like I 
might fay of the works of Mr. Nelfon, another re- 
fpectable friend and patron of my father's ; and of 
many others. I give to Doctor William Heberden^ 
my little cabinet of coins, with Hickes's The/aurus, 
Triftan and the odd volume, Spanheim's Numifmata y 
Harduin's Opera Selefla in folio, Nummi Popular urn 
et Vrbium in quarto, and any other of my books he 
choofes to accept : to the Reverend Doctor Henry 
Owen, fuch of my Hebrew books, and critical books 
on the New Teftament, as he pleafes to take : to 
Richard Gough, Efquire, in like manner, my books 
on topographical fubjects : to the before-named Mr. 
John Nichols, all books that relate to Cicero, Livy, 
and the Roman Hiftory, particularly the Cenota- 
phia of Noris and Pighius, my Grammars and Dic- 
tionaries, with Swift's and Pope's works : to my 
Son, whatever books (not defcribed above) he thinks 
proper to take. — And no<w I hope I may be allowed 
to leave fomewhat for the benefit of Printing. To 
this end, I give to the Mafter and Keepers or War- 
dens and Commonalty of the miftery or art of a 
Stationer of the city of London, fuch a fum of 
money as will purchafe two thoufand pounds, three 
per Cent, Reduced Bank Annuities, upon Truft, to 
pay the dividends and yearly produce thereof, to 
be divided for ever equally amongft three Printers, 
Compofitors or PrefTmen, to be elected from time 
to time by the Mafter, Wardens, and Affiftants, of 
the faid Company, and who at the time of fuch 
election fhall be fixty- three years old or upwards, 
for their refpective lives, to be paid half-yearly ; 
hoping that fuch as fhall be moft deferving will be 
preferred. And whereas I have herein before given 
to my fon the fum of three thoufand pounds Four 
per Cent. Confolidated Annuities, in cafe he marries 
with the confent of my executors : now, I do here- 
by give and bequeath the dividends and intereft of 
that fum, till fuch marriage takes place, to the faid 
Company of Stationers, to be divided equally 
between fix other Printers, Compofitors or PrefT- 
men, as aforefaid, in manner as aforefaid ; and, if 
my faid fon fhall die unmarried, or married without 
fuch confent as aforefaid, then I give and bequeath 
the faid capital fum of three thoufand pounds to the 
faid Company of Stationers, the dividends and 
yearly produce thereof to be divided for ever equally 
amongft fix other fuch old Printers, Compofitors or 
PrefTmen, for their refpective lives, to be qua- 
lified, chofen, and paid, in manner as aforefaid.—- 
// has long been to me matter of concern, that fuch 
numbers are put apprentices as Compofitors with- 
out any fhare of fchool-learning, who ought to have 
the greateft : in hopes of remedying this, I give 
and bequeath to the faid Company of Stationers 
fuch a fum of money as will purchafe one thoufand 
pounds Three per Cent. Reduced Bank Annuities, 
for the ufe of one Journeyman Compofitor, fuch as 

* fhall 


(*) See Gent. 
Mag. 1778, 

P. 570. 


(•) Since hand- 
fomely appro- 
priated to the 
purchafe of va- 
luable books. 
Ibid. 
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to his father's memory and his own, with the following inferipition, written by himfelf : 

H0IC MURO AB EXTRA 

VICINUS JACET 
GULIELMUS BOWYER, 
TYPOGRAPHUS LONDINENS1S, 
DE CHRISTIANO ET LITERATO ORBE 
BENE MERITUS; 
AB UTROQUE VICISSIM REMUNERATUS : 
QUIPPE CUNCTIS BONIS ET FORTUNIS SUIS 
SUBITO INCENDIO PENITUS DELETIS, 
MUNIFICENTIA SODALIUM STATIONARIORUM, 
ET OMNIUM BONORUM FAVOR, 
ABREPTAS FACULTATES CERTATIM RESTAURAVERE (*) : 
TANTI HOMINEM VITJE INTEGRUM, 
SCELERISQUE PURUM, iESTIMANTES, 

UT INGENII PRiEMIO EXUTUM 
REDONARENT MERCEDE VIRTUTIS: 
VIRIDEM DEPOSUIT SENECTAM, Dec. a 7 , 

Anno j f TATIS 74- 
1 Salutis 1737. 

PATRI, PATRONrS, POSTERISQUE EORUM, 

IN PII ET GRATI ANIMI MONUMENTUM, 

PONI CURAVIT FILIUS, 

MORIENS NOV. 18, 1777; 

ANNUM AGENS SEPTUAGESIMUM OGTAVUM. 

Impenfis J. Nichols, 1778. 

wereprlfenf'dto ^ Buftf of him is placed in Stationers Hall j with a good Portrait of his Father (f), 
the Company of and another of his patron Mr. Nelfon (f). A brafs plate under the buft is thus inferibed 
Mr!NUhoi7. * n ^ s own words, in conformity to a wiih he had many years before communicated 
to his Partner : 

To the united munificence of 
THE COMPANY OF STATIONERS, 
And other numerous Benefactors : 
Who, 

When a calamitous Fire, Jan. 30, 1744* 
Had in one night deftroyed the effedts 
Of William Bowyer, Printer, 
Repaired the lofs with unparalleled humanity : 
William his only furviving Son, 
Being continued Printer of the Votes of the Houfe of Commons, 

By his father's merits, 
And the indulgence of three Honourable Speakers ; 
And appointed to print the Journals of the Houfe of Lords* 
At near LXX years of age, 
By the patronage of a noble Peer > 
Struggling with a debt of gratitude which could not be repaid, 
Left this Tablet to fuggeft 
What worn-out nature could not exprefs. 

EX VOTO PATRONI OPTIMI AMICISSIMI 
PONI LUBENTER CURAVIT CLIENS DEVINCTUS 
J. NICHOLS, MDCCLXXVIII (e). 
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(*) In grateful 
remembrance of 
this event, the 
elder Mr.Bowyer 
had fcveral me- 
tal cuts engra- 
ved, reprefenu 
ing a phcenix 
rifing from the 
flames, with 
fuitable mot- 
toes j which 
were ufed by 
him and by his 
fon , s orna- 
ments in fome 
of the moft ca- 
pital books they 
printed. Anec- 
dotes, p. 50. 


(e) Anecdotes, 
P'45' 5°> 5i* 


(hall hereafter be defcribed ; with this fpecial Trufts 
that the Mafter, Wardens, and Affiftants fhall pay 
the dividends and produce thereof half-yearly to 
fuch Compofitor : the faid Mafter, Wardens, and 
Affiftants of the faid Company fhall nominate for 
this purpofe a Compofitor who is a man of good life 
and converfation, who fhall ufually frequent fome 
place of public worfhip every Sunday, unlefs pre- 
vented by ficknefs, and fhall not have worked on a 
Newfpaper or Magazine for four years at leaft be- 
fore fuch nomination, nor fhall ever afterwards 
whilft he holds this Annuity, which may be for life 
if he continues a journeyman : he fhall be able to 
read and conflrue Latin, and at leaft to read Greek 
fluently with accents ; of which he fhall bring a 
teftimonial from the Reclor of St. Martin's Lud- 
gate for the time being : I could wifh that he fhall 
have been brought up pioufly and virtuoufly, if it 
be poffible, at Merchant Taylors, or fome other 
public fchool, from feven years of age till he is 
full feventeen, and then to ferve feven years faith- 
fully as a Compofitor, and work feven years more 
as a journeyman, as I would not have this annuity 
bellowed on any one under thirty-one years of age : 
if after he is chofen he fhould behave ill, let him 
be turned out, and another be chofen in his ftead. 


And whereas it may be many years before a Com- 
pofitor may be found that fhall exadlly anfwer the 
above'defcription, and it may at fome times happen 
that fuch a one cannot be found ; I would have 
the dividends in the mean time applied to fuch per- 
fon as the Mafter, Wardens, and AfTillants fhall 
think approaches neareft to what I have defcribed. 
And whereas the above trufts will occafion fome 
trouble ; I give to the faid Company, in cafe they 
think proper to accept the trufts, two hundred and 
fifty pounds. — I give and bequeath all the reft 
and refidue of my perfonal eftate, not herein before 
difpofed of, unto the faid Mr. John Nichols, for" 
his own ufe and benefit. And I nominate and ap- 
point the faid John Nichols, John Henry Browne, 
and Nathaniel Conant (all of them being Livery- 
men of the Company of Stationers), Executors of 
this my Will ; hereby declaring, that neither of 
them fhall be anfwerable for the acls, deeds, or 
receipts of the others or other of them. 

• In witnefs whereof, I have hereunto fet my 
* hand and feal, this thirteenth day of July, 
' in the year of our Lord one thoufand feven 
1 hundred and feven ty- feven. 

« W. BOWYER/ 

Another 
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BOWYER. BOYD. 


Another epitaph, propofed for Mr. Bowyer, £nd 
hath been inferted in the Gentleman's Magazine 

[N] Infer ted in the Gentleman* s Magazine.] 
Memoriae Sacrum 

WlLHELMI BOWYER, 

Typographorum poft Stephanos et Commelinos 
Longe dodliffimi : 
Linguarum Latinae, Grascse, 
et Hebraica? 
peritiffimi : 
Adeo ut cognovifle videatur 
Naturae atque orbis alphabetum. 
Quot et quanta Opera 
ab illius Prelo 
Splendide, nitide, et, quod majus eft, 
Fide et integritate fumma 
Tanquam ex equo Trojano 
Meri principes exierint ; 
Annales Typographici et nunc et olim 
teftati funt : 


drawn up by an ingeniojus friend (*), ^J^ m 

[iV]. Clarke, of Bux- 

ted, as we have 
been informed 

Et praecipue quod a£ta diurna by Mr. Niehcl* 

Superioris Cameras 
Britannici Parliamenti 
Suo Prelo, fuae fidei % 
Honorifice commifla fuerant. 
H^c Typographo debentur : 
Sed quod fe Temper geifit, 
Ut virum decuit honeftilfynum, 

Amicirlimum et pium, 
In fui ipfms et familiae decus, 

Majorem laudem cedet. , 
Tanti Typographi et Hominis Memoriae 
Mcerens infcripfit Saxum 
olim Familiaris, 
et nunc Amicus. 
Obiit 1 8 die Novembris, 
Annum agens feptuagefimum o&avum, 

JEtk Chriftianae 1777.] K. 


fa) Rymer's 
Feed, Angl.Tom, 
ii. p. 4*3- 

(c ) Crawfurd's 
Lives of the 
great Officers of 
State in Scot- 
land, p. 313. 
Buchanan and 
Scott's Hift. of 
Scotland. 


(1) Crawford's 
Peerage of Scot- 
land, p. 242. 

(2) The arms of 
the Boyds are ; 
Sa^hire, a Fefs, 
Checque, Pearl, 
and Ruby : and 
thofe of the 
Stewarts j To- 
paz, a I c f ., 
Checque, Pearl, 
and Sapbire. 
There is no 
doubt but (he 
Boyds are a 
branch of the 
family of Stew- 
art, and Mr. 
Nlfbct fays ex- 
prrfyly they are, 
though they 
never took the 
fui name of Stew- 
art. Nifttt, 
Vol. i. p. 54. 

fjl Britiflj Com- 
pendium, Vol. 
iii. p. VS- 
Crawfurd 's Hilt, 
of Renfrew, 
P-55- 

(4) Crawfurd, 


BOYD, the name of a very ancient, noble, and once the moft flounfhing family 
in Scotland, the genealogy of which we fliall give in the note and begin this ar- 
ticle with the firft nobleman thereof, ROBERT BOYD, whofe great abilities 
railed him to the higheft pitch of grandeur, and whole life and aftions therefore deferve 
particular notice. How, or where, he pa (Ted the firft years of his life, or what age he 
was at the time of his father's death, is uncertain ; but towards the end of the reign of 
King James II. of Scotland, he began to make a confiderable figure in the world. He 
was a man of great penetration and found judgment, knew mankind as well as any one 
of his time, was courteous and affable in his behaviour, by which means he acquired 
the efteem and confidence of all ranks of people, as well as of his Prince, by whofe fa- 
vour he was created a Baron, and called to Parliament, by the name and title of Lord 
Boyd of Kilmarnock. What added to his grandeur, was his alliance with many other 
great and noble families, and the large additions he had made to his own paternal inhe- 
ritance. The firft time we find his JLordfhip engaged in any public employment, was 
in the year 1459, when he was, with feveral Prelates, Lords, and Barons, fent to New- 
caftle with the character of Plenipotentiaries, to prolong the truce with England, juft 
then expired, which they did for nine years (a). Upon the unhappy death of King 
James II. in 1460, the Lord Boyd was made Judiciary (£), and named one of the rh) Charta 
Lords of the Regency, in whofe hands the adminiftration of affairs was lodged during penes Comitem 
the minority of the young King (c). Buchanan is miftaken in faying, that the Lord deW, s ton * 
Boyd was at this time Lord Chancellor of Scotland ; for that office was then held by the 
Lord Evandale, as appears plainly by a charter ftill extant, under the great feal of King 


T'he genealogy of njohich <v;e jhall give in the 
notes.] With regard to the antiquity of this family, 
the Scotch genealogift, Mr. Crawfurd (1), obferves, 
that the common tearing of the Boydes and Stewarts 
(2), has given ground to a conjecture that they are 
branched from the Royal Family of Stewart ; long 
before the name of Stewart was ufed by the younger 
fons of that illuftrious family ; but upon what occa- 
fion they a/Turned this name, he does not take upon 
him to fay. The firft who aflumed the firname of 
Boyd, is faid to be Robert the fon of Simon, third 
(on of Allan, Lord High Steward of Scotland, in the 
year 1111 (3); and in right of this Robert, from 
whom the Kilmarnock family is lineally defcended, 
this branch of the name of Boyd claims to be chief, 
and acled as fuch when chief tain fhip was in repute in 
that part of the country ; but for more than a century 
and an half, chiefs in that part of Scotland neither 
have nor claim any other advantage than that of pre- 
cedency. 

Hiftorians have left a blank in the genealogy of the 
family, from the laft mentioned Robert Boyd, in 
the year 1 1 1 1, to a defcendant of his, called Sir Ro- 
bert Boyd, ' who, in the year 1263, gave ftgnal 
proofs of his valour and military fkill, in that famous 
battle of the Largs, fought between the Scots and 
Norwegians who had made a defcent in that part of 
the country ; for which he obtained a grant from the 
crown of feveral lands in the ihire of Cunningham 
(4). He was Ajcceeded by another Sir Robert, who 
added no fmall luftre to the family, by his loyalty, 
exercifing his valour, like his predeceflbr, in defence 
of his King and country ; and, like him, happening 
to live in an age when virtue was the only way to 
preferment, he received as a reward of his fervices 
and ftgnal merit, the lands of Kilmarnock, from Ro- 


bert the firft, then King of Scotland, to whom he 
moil faithfully adhered in all the viciflitudes of for- 
tune that befel him (5). Thefe lands have continued 
ever fince in the family, and given the title of Earl 
to four of them, the laft of whom was the unfortu- 
nate Lord who fufFered death for treafon and rebellion 
to his King and Country. — To this Sir Robert fuc- 
ceeded his fon Sir Thomas (6), a man eminent for 
learning and piety, and who discharged feveral em- 
ployments of great trulr. and honour, to the fatisfac- 
tion both of his King and Country ; and was fuc- 
ceeded by his fon Sir Thomas, who inherited his fa- 
ther's virtues as well as his wealth. He married one 
of the daughters and coheirs of Sir John Giffbrd of 
Yelter, in the fhire of Tweedale, by which marriage 
Sir Thomas got a third part of the barony of Yefter 
(7) ; and was fucceeded by Thomas his fon, who 
held places of great truft under the crown, and was 
efteemed a man of fuch weight in his country, that 
he was received by the Englifh as one of the hoftages 
for the ranfom of King James the Firft (8). He 
married Jane, a daughter of the family of Montgo- 
mery, and dying in 1432, was buried at Kilmarnock, 
where the portraiture of himfelf and his Lady are to 
be feen in ftone, as big as the life, and an inferip- 
tion, only ihewing when they died (9). Sir Thomas 
was fucceeded by a fon of his own name, who did 
not long furvive his father, for he was killed at Craig- 
naught-hill, by Sir Alexander Stewart, in 1439, in 
revenge for the Lord Darnley's death, whom Sir 
Thomas Boyd had killed (Buchanan fays treache- 
roufly) (10) in a feud, fome time before. Hiftorians 
make no other mention of this Sir Thomas, than that 
he was the father of the great Robert Boyd, the Lord 
Chamberlain, who is the principal fubjedl of this ar- 
ticle. 

James 


{5) Charta penes 
Comitem de 
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Njftet's Syftcm 
of Heraldry, in 
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P- 33« 

(6) Charta in 
Rot. Rob. II, 
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per Tho. Fle- 
ming of Ful- 
wood. 


(7) Crawfurd't 
Peerage of Scot- 
land, p. 242. 
Charta penes 
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(8) Britifli Com- 
pendium, p. 315. 


(9) Hiftorica! 
Collection by 
Mr, Timothy 
Pont, in the 
hands of Sir 
Robert Sibbald, 
M. D. MS. 

(10) Buchanan, 
Hift. of Scot- 
land, Vol, ii, 
p. 7. 


(d) Chart* 
penes Ducem <fc 
Montrofs. 


(f) Buchanan, 


Vol. 
2w. 


. p. 66, 


Buchanan, 
Vol. ii. p. 67, 


BOYD (Robert). 

James III., dated 23 Jan. 1461, which is witnefled by Andrea Domino Evandale Cancel* 
lario Noftro (d). Nor was the Lor^l Boyd ever in the pod of Chancellor. His Lord- 
fhip had a younger brother who had received the honour of Knighthood, and was ftiled 
Sir Alexander Boyd of Duncow, a man in great credit and favour with the King, 
whom he was appointed to teach the rudiments of military dilcipline, in the knowledge 
of which he was reckoned to exceed all others. As the Lord Boyd had a large fhare 
in the administration of public affairs, by virtue of his office, fo his brother Sir Alex- 
ander, by his conftant accefs to the King's perfon, had a great influence over his youth- 
ful inclinations, infomuch that the two brothers found means to engrofs mod of the 
places tfnd preferments about the Court, to their own family and friends. Sir Alexander 
began to inftil into the young King, then twelve years old, notions of manhood and 
liberty, infinuating that he was now capable of governing without the help of guardians 
and tutors, and that he might free himfelf from their reftraint. This advice was readily 
liftened to, and the King refolved to take upon himfelf the government, which, how- 
ever, was no other than transferring the whole power, from the other Regents, to the 
Boyds. The King was at this time at Linlithgow, where the Lord Kennedy, another 
of the Regents, had a watchful eye over him : fo it was necefiary to remove his Majefty 
to Edinburgh, to take upon him the Regal Government. This the Boyds effected, 
partly by force and partly by ftratagem, as the reader may fee in the note [5] ; and 
having got the King to Edinburgh, the Lord Boyd began to provide for his own 
fafety, and to avert the danger which threatened him and his friends, for what they had 
done in the face of an Ail of Parliament ; and accordingly prevailed upon the King to 
call a Parliament at Edinburgh, in Odtober 1466 ; which having then met, the Lord 
Boyd fell down upon his knees before the throne, where the King fat, and in a long 
and elaborate harangue, complained of the hard conftru<5tion put upon the King's re- 
moval from Linlithgow, and how ill his fervice to the King in bringing him to Edin- 
burgh was interpreted by his enemies, who threatened that the advilers of that affair 
fhould one day fuffer punifhment for the fame ; humbly befeeching his Majefty to de- 
clare his own fenfe and pleafure thereupon, and that if he conceived any ill-will or dif- 
guft againft him for that journey, that he would openly declare it, that fo the calumnies 
of his detraftors might be prevented (e). The King, after advifing a little with the 
Lords, made anfwer (f), that the Lord Boyd was not his advifer, but rather his com- 
panion in that journey 3 and therefore that he was more worthy of a reward for his cour- 
tefy, than of punifhment for his obfequioufhefs or compliance therein and this he was 
willing to declare in a public Decree of the Eftates, and thereby to filence his enemies ; 
and in the fame Decree provifion fhould be made, that this matter fhould never be pre- 
judicial to the Lord Boyd or his companions. His Lordfhip then defired, that this 
Decree might be regiflered in the A£ts of the AfTembly, and confirmed by Letters Pa- 
tent under the Great Seal. This was alfo complied with, and the Declaration was re- 
corded in the books of Parliament, and an inftrument importing the fame thing was 
granted to his Lordfhip under the Broad Seal, and is ftill extant in the King's archives 
at Edinburgh. The Aft of Approbation to the Lord Boyd and his friends, is alfo pub- 
lifhed in the Appendix to Mr. Crawfurd's Lives of the great Officers of State in Scot- 
land. At the fame time alfo the King, by advice of his Council, gave him Letters Pa- 
tent, whereby he was conitituted fole Regent, and had the fafety of the King, his bro- 
thers, fillers, towns, caflles, and all the jurifdiftion over his fubjefts, committed to 
him, till the King himfelf arrived to the age of twenty-one years (g). And the Nobles 
then preient folemnly promiied to be affiflant to the Lord Boyd, and alfo to his bro- 
ther, in all their public aftions, and that they would be liable to punifhment, if they did 
not carefully, and with faithfulnefs, perform what they then promifed. To this flipu- 
lation, or promiie, the King alfo lubferibed {h). Mr. Crawfurd obferves upon this oc- 
cafion, that though the Lord Boyd was vefled with fuch great powers, yet, in juftice 
to the memory of fo great a man, he acknowledges (/) (what, he fays, no authors have 
done before him, becaufe they did not look into the Records), that his Lordfhip's no- 
mination to this great dignity and trufl, was not done by a private junto, nor unduly or 
unfairly obtained, but openly and in full Parliament, and, as the King himfelf declares, 
ex Ccnfenfu c<eterorum Dominorum nofiri Concilii (£). Great as his Lordfhip was, he had 
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(e ) Records of 
Parliament. 


(g) Charta la 
Rotulis Jacob* 
III. 


ft) Lives of the 
Lords Great 
Chamberlains of 
Scotland, p. 314. 

(k) Records of 
Parliament. 


[B] Partly by fir at agent, and partly by force, as the 
reader *vill fee in the notes.] It was in this manner : 
The Boyds having ordered an hunting match for the 
King, on the 10th of July 1466, they, with fome 
other friends, inftead of purfuing the chafe, turned 
into the road leading to Edinburgh, in which they 
had not gone far, before the Lord Kennedy, who 
fufpecled this to be a game of ftatc, came up with 
them, and laying his hands upon the bridle of the 
King's horfe, requefted him to return again to Lin- 
lithgow, and bid him beware of thofe guides who 
thus treaibnably attempted to carry him away ; for by 
a late flatute it was declared high-treafon to feize 
upon or carry away the perfon of the King, without 
the exprefs confent of the Eitates aflembled in Parlia- 

Vol. II. 


ment. But the Boyds thought the King's perfon 
would guard them from the penalty of the law, and 
that an after-llatute, which they doubted not of ob- 
taining, would cancel the former. With this aflu- 
rance, Sir Alexander Boyd, as if he meant to refent 
the infolence offered the King, after -fome angry 
words, gave the Lord Kennedy a blow with his hunt- 
ing ftaff, who thereupon went off, and left them to 
purfue their journey to Edinburgh (u). By this 
affair, not altogether juftifiable on the part of the 
Boyds, the feeds of enmity were fown between the 
two families, which grew up to the great detriment 
of the nation ; and at Lift, to the total ruin and de- 
itrudtion of one of them. 


5 Y 


not* 
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BOYD (Robert). 

not, however, yet arrived to the fummit of his glory : the honours he had already re- 
ceived only paved the way to ftill greater : fof having now the whole adminiftration in 
his hands, it was not long before he had an opportunity of getting into one of the greateft 
offices in the kingdom, which was that of Lord Great Chamberlain of Scotland, The 
Lord Boyd's commiflion for this great office (I) (which Mr. Crawfurd has fcen in the 
hands of the Earl of Kilmarnock), was pro vita, and parted the Great Seal, upon the 
twenty-fifth of Auguft 1467. It is neceflary to obferve, that though the Lord Boyd, 
now Lord Chamberlain, feemed to have the ible power and management of every thing 
himfelf, yet the Parliament had referred fome particular matters which were of the 
higheft concern and importance to the State (/;*)> fuch as the marriage of the King, his 
fifter, and his brothers the Duke of Albany and Earl of Mar, to the joint determina- 
tion of the Lord Boyd and others named and authorifed by the Parliament for that 
purpofe. This, however, did not hinder the Lord Chamberlain from making a very 
bold ftep, ftill farther to aggrandize his family. This was no lefs than the procuring 
the Lady Mary Stewart, the late King's eldeft daughter, in marriage for his fon Sir 
Thomas Boyd, and which, by his intereft and addrefs with the King, he found means 
to accomplifn, notwithftanding the care and precaution of the Parliament. The Lord 
Boyd's fon was a moft accomplifhed gentleman, and this match and near alliance to 
the Crown, added to his own diftinguilhed merit, raifed him to a nearer place in the 
affedlion as well as confidence of his Sovereign, by whom he was foon after created Earl 
of Arran (»), perhaps to render the match more equal in point of rank with his royal 
bride, v/ith whom he alfo obtained many lands (0), and, lays Mr. Crawfurd (p), was 
himfelf confidered as the fountain from whence all honours and preferments muft flow. 
The Lord Chamberlain, by this great acceffion of honour to his family, now feemed to 
have arrived at the higheft pinnacle of power and grandeur, and this, in appearance, 
raifed upon lb firm a bafis as not to be ealily fhaken. The King, we have leen, was his 
declared friend and patron ; great part of the Nobility in league with him ; the admini- 
ftration of the whole government in his hands ; his brother in no lefs efteem and favour 
with the King ; and the future greatnefs of his pofterity fecured by his fon's marriage 
into the royal family. But fuch is the inftability of human a flairs, and fo deceitful are 
the fmiles of fortune, that what feemed to be a prop and eftablifhment of the power and 
greatnefs of this family, proved the very means of its overthrow, by ftirring up its moft 
bitter enemies to feek and determine its deftruflion. About this time, a marriage hav- 
ing been concluded, by Embafladors fent into Denmark for that purpofe, between the 
young King of Scotland, and Margaret, a daughter of the King of Denmark ; the 
young Earl of Arran was pitched upon, as a Nobleman every way qualified for fo ho- 
nourable and magnificent an embafly, to go over to Denmark, to efpoufe the Danifh 
Princefs in the King his brother-in-law's name, and to conduct her to Scotland. The 
Earl of Arran, judging all things fafe at home, willingly accepted this honour ; and, 
in the beginning of the autumn of the year 1469, fet fail for Denmark with a proper 
convoy, and a noble train of friends and followers (q). This was a fatal ftep to the 
downfal of this illuftrious family, for the Lord Chamberlain, the Earl's father, being 
now much abfent from the Court in the neceflary difcharge of his office, as well as 
through age and infirmities, which was the cafe alfo of his brother Sir Alexander Boyd ; 
the Earl of Arran had no fooner fet out on his embafly, than thofe enemies which envy 
alone, that infeptrable attendant on power and greatnefs, had raifed him, fet about 
contriving his ruin, and that of his family. The feeds of enmity, long fince fown be- 
tween the Kennedies and the Boyds, though hitherto unproductive of any bad confe- 
rences, now began to fhoot out with greater vigour. Every art that malice could 
fuggeft was tried to alienate the King's affeftion from the Boyds. Every public mil- 
carriage was laid at their door; and the Kennedies induftrioufly fpread abroad reports, 
to inflame the people likewife againft them. They reprefented to the King, that the 
Lord Boyd had abufed his power during his Majefty's minority ; that his matching his 
fon, the Earl of Arran, with the Princefs Mary, was ftaining the royal blood of Scot- 
land, was an indignity to the Crown (r), and the prelude to the execution of a plot 
they had contrived of ufurping even the fovereignty itfelf ; for they reprefented the 
Lord Chamberlain as an ambitious, afpiring man, guilty of the higheft offences, and 
capable of contriving and executing the worft of villanies (j) : with what juftice, Hif- 
tory does not inform us. Buchanan (/) is the only one that fays the Boyds were the 
occafion of the King's degeneracy into all manner of licentiouihefs, by their indulgence 
of his pleafures. The King, however, young, weak, credulous, and wavering and 
naturally prone to jealoufy, began to be alarmed, gave way to the importunities & of his 
new counfellors, and being befides flattered by them with the profped of filling his 
coffers out of the unhappy vi&ims confifcated eftates, the confequence of their convic- 
tion, he quickly became the tool of the loweft revenge, and was prevailed on to facri- 
fice, not only the Earl of Arran, but all his family, to the malice and refentment of 
their enemies, notwithftanding their own and their anceftors great fervices to the 
Crown, and in fpite of the ties of blood which united them fo clofely. At the requeft 
of the adverfe fadlion, the King fummoned a Parliament to meet at Edinburgh the 
twentieth of November 1469 («), before which the Lord Boyd, the Earl of Arran, 
1 though 
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BOYD (Robert). 

though in Denmark, and Sir Alexander Boyd of Duncow, were fummoned to appear 
to give an account of their adminiftration, and anfwer fuch charges as fhould be exhi- 
bited againft them. The Lord BoyS was aftonifhed at this fudden blow, againft which 
he had made no provifion, and betook himfelf to arms (w) \ at leaft appeared with fuch 
attendance of armed men, as obliged the government to draw fome forces together for 
its own defence : but the match being lb unequal, the weaker party thought fit to dif- 
band, and his Lordfhip finding it impofiible to Item the torrent, and having no confi- 
dence in the Parliament, which he knew his enemies found ways and means to model 
for their own mifchievous purpofes, and defpairing of fafety, took an opportunity to 
make his efcape into England j but his brother, Sir Alexander, being then fick, and 
trufting to his own integrity, was brought before the Parliament, where he, the Lord 
Boyd, and his fon the Earl of Arran, were, at his Majefty's inftance, indifted of high- 
trealbn, for having laid hands on the King, and carried him, againft an Aft of Parlia- 
ment, and contrary to the King's own will, from Linlithgow to Edinburgh, in the year 
1466. Sir Alexander alleged in his defence, that they had not only obtained the King^ 
pardon for that offence in a public convention, but it was even declared a good fervice 
by a fubfequent Aft of Parliament (*), and he defired that a copy of that pardon might 
be tranferibed out of the Parliament rolls ; but this was denied him, and no regard was 
had to it, becaufe it was obtained by the Boyds when in power, and mafters of the 
King's perfon (y) : and it was alleged, that the record only exprefied that the King 
forgave him his perfonal refentment, which did not exempt them from the punifhment 
of the law (z). Upon the whole, the crime being proved againft them, they were 
found guilty by a jury of very noble Lords and Barons (a) y and fentence of condemna- 
tion pronounced againft them as in cafes of high-treafon : Sir Alexander Boyd, being 
prefent, was condemned to lofe his head on the Caftle-Hill of Edinburgh, which fen- 
tence was executed accordingly. The Lord Boyd had, without doubt, undergone the 
fame fate, if he had not made his efcape into England, as before related,- where, how- 
ever, he did not long furvive his great reverfe of fortune, which lie might well lay to 
heart in his old age. He died at Alnwick in the year 1470. The Earl of Arran, 
though abfent, and that upon the King's and the public bufinefs, was declared a public 
enemy, without being granted a hearing, or allowed the privilege v/hich every man has a 
right to, of defending himfelf ; and all their eftates were confifcated (£). Things were 
in this unhappy fituation, when the Earl of Arran arrived from Denmark, with the 
efpoufed Queen, in the Frith of Forth. Before he landed he had received intelligence 
of the wreck and ruin of his family ; for his Lady, upon the fir ft news of the approach of 
the Danifli fleet, made immediately to her beloved Lord, and informed him there were 
no hopes of re-admiffion to the King's favour, his enemies having ftopped all paflages 
thereto (c). When he found it was not fafe to let foot on his native fliore, he refolved 
to retire into Denmark, and without ftaying to attend the ceremonial of the Queen's 
landing, or to trouble his weak and ungrateful mafter and brother with the account of 
his embafly, he took the opportunity of one of thole Danifh fhips which convoyed the 
Queen, and were under his command, and embarking his Lady, fet fail for Denmark, 
where arriving, he met with a noble reception, fuitable to his high birth and real merit. 
From thence he travelled through Germany into France, where he prevailed, according 
to Mr. Crawfurd (d), with Lewis XL, to endeavour his reconciliation with King James, 
but in vain. Buchanan fays (*), he could not obtain the French King's mediation at 
all : however this be, it is certain he left the French Court, and went to pay a vifit to 
Charles Duke of Burgundy, who received him mod gracioufiy, and being then at war 
with his rebellious fubjefts, the unfortunate Lord offered him his fervice, which the 
Duke readily accepted, and finding him to be a brave and* wife man, he honoured and. 
lupported him and his Lady in a manner becoming their rank. But the meafure of 
their affliftions was not yet full. The King their brother not yet fatisfied with the mife- 
ries of their family, wrote over to Flanders to recal his fifter home ; but knowing the 
great love fbe bore her hufband, and fearing (he would not be induced to leave him, he 
caufed others to write to her, and give her hopes that his anger towards her hufband 
might be appeafed, and that if fhe would come over and plead for him in perfon, there 
was no doubt but fhe might prevail with her brother to pardon him, and reftore him 
again to his favour (/). The Countefs of Arran, flattered with thefe fair hopes, re- 
folved to try if her prefence and intreaties could not move her brother to compaflion. 
She returned, and was no fooner arrived in Scotland, than the faithlefs King began to 
urge her to a divorce from her hufband, cruelly detained her from going back to him, 
and caufed public citations, attefted by witnefles, to be fixed up at Kilmarnock, the 
capital feat of the Boyds before their fall, wherein Thomas Earl of Arran was com- 
manded to appear in fixty days, which he not doing, his marriage with the King's fifter 
was declared null and void, and a divorce made (according to Buchanan), the Earl ftill 
abfent and unheard ; and the Lady Mary was compelled, by the King, to marry James 
Lord Hamilton, a man much inferior to her former hufband both in point of birth and 
fortune. This tranfaftion was in the year 1474; and the Earl of Arran, now in the laft 
ftage of his miferies, and borne down with the heavy load of his misfortunes, foon after 
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died at Antwerp [C], and was honourably interred there, at the expenee of the Duke of 
Burgundy, who likewife ere&ed a fuperb monument to his memory, with an infeription 
fui table to the great character he left behind him (g). The Lord Chamberlain Boyd, 
father of the Earl of Arran, by Marion his wife, daughter of Sir Robert Maxwell of 
Calderwood, had alfo iffue two other fons, Alexander and Archibald, and a daughter 
who married the Earl of Angus, Chancellor to King James IV. But after the fall of 
the Boyds, the Barony and Lordlhip of Kilmarnock fell to the Crown, and there con- 
tinued till the year 1482, when the King taking companion upon the innocent children 
of the late Earl of Arran, and out of the love he bore his lifter the Countefs, reftored 
James her fon to the barony of Kilmarnock, and the other lands of his anceflors, and 
to the title of Lord Boyd (h) : but he dying without iffue (Boethius (7) fays he was 
killed by the Lord Montgomery), the lordlhip of Kilmarnock returned again to the 
Crown, and the line was carried on by Alexander Boyd, fecond fon of the Lord Cham- 
berlain Boyd, and brother of the late Earl of Arran [D]. This Alexander, through 
the interefl of the Earl of Angus his brother-in-law, and for his own dutiful behaviour, 
was, by King James IV., made Baily and Chamberlain of Kilmarnock for the Crown 
(£), was reftored to part of that lordfhip, and had alfo a grant of the lajids of Bordland (I). 
Robert, his eldeft fon, fucceeded, and was a perfon in great favour with King James 
V., whom he faithfully ferved both at home and abroad {m) wherefore that Prince 
beftowed on him the whole lordfhip of Kilmarnock, the twentieth of May 1536 (77). 
He afterwards had, by grant of the Earl of Arran, Governor of Scotland during the 
minority of Queen Mary, many other lands that had formerly belonged to his anceftors, 
and at the fame time is returned heir, to James Boyd of Kilmarnock, his father's brother's 
fon (<?). In the perfon of his fon Robert, the next generation faw the honour of the fa- 
mily revive : he was a nobleman of great parts, and poffeffed, in an eminent degree, 
all thofe hereditary qualifications which had rendered his family illuftrious. The 
troubles of the times during the unhappy reign of that unfortunate Princeis, Queen 
Mary, gave him a fufficient opportunity of exerting his great talents. That Princefs, 
in the year 1549, had been gracioufly plealed to recognize his title to the honour of 
Lord Boyd, by Letters Patent under the Great Seal (p ) ; and he continued to be 
greatly trufted by her, to whom he faithfully adhered, and preferved his loyalty in the 
worft of times, and till the almoft total fuppreflion of her intereft ; a {lifting her with his 
counfels, and rifking his life in her defence as often as he had an opportunity, though 
he condemned the imprudent meafures which involved the Queen in the difafters of her 
reign, as well as the violent meafures purfued by the fubjefts againft her : and upon 
her marriage with Bothwell, in 1567, he had attually entered into an affociation with 
other Lords, to punifli the King's murderers, and diffolve the Queen's marriage, ac- 
cording to Rapin ( q) j but Scott fays, to defend the infant Prince her fon, from his 
mother and ftep-father (r) : yet this was only on account of her religion, in which he 
differed from her, and was one of thofe who advifed her to iffue a proclamation, to de- 
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[C] This nvas tranfafted in the year 1474, and the 
Earl of Arran died foon after.] We have related this 
ftory of Lady Arran's divorce, from Buchanan, be- 
caufe he is very particular in his relation of it, and 
the thing itfelf is very probable, though far from cer- 
tain ; for Boethius (i^) fays, that the daughter of 
King James the Second, after the death of Lord 
Boyd (meaning the Earl of Arran), married the Lord 
Hamilton ; and Mr. Bellandine the tranllator of Bo- 
ethius was actually living at the very time ; and Bu- 
chanan did not write till a century after ; and poflibly 
he might frame this ftory on purpofc to ingratiate 
himfelf with his patron the Earl of Murray, who was 
a great enemy to the Hamiltons, and might be plcafed 
to have it recorded of that family, that its greatnefs, 
and alliance with the Blood Royal, was founded in 
adultery. The hillorian Mr. Scott (13) (who in ge- 
neral copies Buchanan), concerning this affair, only 
fays, that the King detained the Countefs of Arran 
from returning to her hufband, and urged her to fue 
for a divorce, to which me would not confent ; but 
fays nothing of her being compelled to marry Lord 
Hamilton, and adds that Lord Arran finding himfelf 
bereft of his Lady, contracted great grief and died ; 
and fhe remained a widow till the year 1474, which 
exprefilon implies, that her hufband had been dead 
fome time before : but this is not probable, if we 
confider, that the Earl of Arran did not arrive in 
Scotland from his Danifh embafly, till the year 1470, 
after which he retired to Denmark, from thence tra- 
velled through Germany into France, at both of 
which courts he might flay a confiderable time ; and 
at laft went to the Duke of Burgundy's court, where 
he ferved in the wars, and his Lady bare him a fon 
and a daughter there, and at length returned to Scot- 
l.md: all which could not well be brought about 
much fooner than the year 1474 ; fo that the Countefs 
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of Arran muft have married Lord Hamilton not 
long after her arrival in Scotland ; and as it is cer- 
tain, Lord Arran did not die till after fhe came 
there, and was refufed leave to return back, it muft 
have been very foon after (if not before) the Earl's 
death that fhe married Hamilton : and as fhe was an 
affectionate wife to her firlt hufband, it was perhaps 
rather by compulfion than choice that fhe married a 
fecond fo foon ; or probably, a divorce was intended 
and aclually begun by the King her brother, though 
not completed before Lord Arran's death : for the 
raJl is very agreeable 10 the character of that prince, 
who was very unforgiving, and retentive of injuries, 
and to be fure would never ceafe perfecutinp- the un- 
happy Earl of Arran, as long as he lived. "The au- 
thor of the Britilh Compendium (14) places the 
Earl's death in 1470, but this appears, from the above 
account, to be a great error. 

[D] The line ivas carried on by Alexander Boyd, 
fecond fon of the Lord Cham her lain.] Mr. Crawfurd, in 
his Peerage of Scotland (15), and from him other (15) Page 143. 
writers, are miilaken in faying that, upon the death 
of Lord Arran's fon without iffue, the line was con- 
tinued by Sir Alexander, fon of Sir Alexander Boyd 
of Duncow, brother of the Lord Chamberlain, and 
that from him are defcended the Earls of Kilmar- 
nock : for the Lord Chamberlain left two other fons 
befides Lord Arran, who, according to the order of 
fucceffion, had a right of precedency before the fon 
of Sir Alexander Boyd of Duncow, who was only 
the younger brother of the Lord Chamberlain ; and 
it appears beyond doubt, that Alexander, the fecond 
fon of the Lord Chamberlain, continued the line; 
for in a grant which he afterwards had of the lands of 
Bordland, he is lliled Filius Roherti quondam Domini 
Boyd (16). Mr. Crawfurd has acknowledged this 
himfelf in hi? Lives of the Chancellors (17), 
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dare all tolerations formerly granted to Roman Catholics null and void, and to grant 
110 farther freedom to them than private worlhip. However, he continued to ferve her, 
and was made one of the Lords of her Privy Council the fame year, 1567 (j), and was 
pitched upon by the Queen to treat with the rebel Lords about compoling their differ- ^.408. 
ences, but they refufed to treat with her. The Lord Boyd commanded a part of the 
Queen's army at the battle of Langfide, where (lie was defeated in 1568. Upon the 
Queen's retiring into England, and Commiflioners being appointed by Queen Eliza- 
beth, and the Lord Murray Regent of Scotland, to hear and determine the controverfy 
between the Queen of Scots and her fubjects, Lord Boyd was appointed one of the 
Queen's Commiflioners, to meet and vindicate her character. His Lordfhip was alfo 
employed in the fatal affair of the intended marriage of the Duke of Norfolk with Queen 
Mary, and was one of her Commiflioners upon all occafions, and in all meetings with 
her opponents, till the year 157 1, when, according to the Hiftorian before cited (/), C*) Scott, 
the Earl of Morton, at that time Regent, found means to tempt the Lord Bpyd, to- p ' 449 * 
gether with the Earl of Argyle, to defert the Queen's party: for Morton having then 
feveral church-lands in his gift, offered a large (hare thereof to be divided between thofe 
Lords, which they accepted of, and joined the King's party. At the fame time the 
Earl of Argyle was divorced from his Lady, and married to the Lord Boyd's daugh- 
ter. If this account of Mr. Scott's be true, it may very well be urged in Lord Boyd's 
defence, that the Queen's affairs were at this time lb defperate, that it was fcarcely in 
the power of her molt loyal fubjedts to do her any fervice, and that his Lordfhip was 
amongfl the laft of her friends, who fubmitted to the Regency during her fon's mino- 
rity; and in fo doing, he only made a virtue of neceffity, by complying with the times 
and humour of the people, who had let her infant fon upon the throne without any re- 
gard to the mother's title. After this, his Lordfhip a£ted as one of the Regent's Com- 
miffioners in the treaty of Perth, and was one of the Lords that fubferibed the articles 
of that treaty. In 1578, he was appointed one of the Commiflioners to treat with the 
Englifh about fuppr effing the incurfions of the borderers (#). In 158 1, he, with forne 
other Lords, having joined in a confederacy to remove the Duke of Lenox, who was a 
Papiff, from Court; in order to this, they feized the King and confined him at Ruth- 
ven Houfe, where they in a manner compelled him to banifh the Duke : but Lord 
Boyd had liked afterwards to have loll his life for this, and was obliged to go over to 
France (w), from whence returning in 1585, he was pardoned, and was the lame year, 
with the Earl of Bothwell and another, fent Embaifador into England to conclude 
a league in defence of the Proteftant religion (x), and for a firm and lafting peace be- 
tween the two realms, which they concluded and figned (y) [£]. This Nobleman died 
in 1589, aged 72, and was interred with his anceitors in the church of Kilmarnock, Eiiwbcto < ^ CCa 
under a fair tomb, with the following Orange verfes by way of epitaph, as in note [F], 
which, however, fhew the great fervice and importance he was of to his country. He 
married Margaret, daughter and fole heirefs of George Colquhone of Glins, by which 
marriage he made a confiderable addition to his paternal inheritance. By her he had 
iffue feveral daughters, one of whom married the Earl of Eglington ; and a fon named 
Thomas, who fucceeded him (z). He married Marion, the daughter of Matthew 
Campbel of Loudon, anceftor to the Earl of that name, by whom he had iffue a daugh- 
ter, who married James Hamilton, Earl of Abercorn ; and a fon named Robert, who 
married the daughter of Mark Ker, Earl of Lothian, and died before his father, but 
left two Ions, Robert, who fucceeded his grandfather; and James, who afterwards alfo 
came to the eftate. This Robert married Chriftian, daughter to Thomas Hamilton 
Earl of Haddingtoun, by whom he had iffue Robert, who fucceeded him, and was a 
nobleman of great hopes and parts, and died without iffue much regretted, in 1640 (a). ( a) B <* If our'3 
He was fucceeded by James his uncle, who, dying in 1654, was fucceeded by William 
his fon (£), who gave early proofs of his abilities, and that he inherited all the fliininp- 
qualities of his progenitors. He was efteemed a man of wit and learning, which recom- 
mended him to the gay Court of King Charles II. He was remarkably aftive in the 
intereft of that Monarch, when there was the leaft profpeft of his Refloration ; for 
which, and fome fervices he did the Crown afterwards, he was created Earl of Kilmar- 
nock, by Letters Patent, bearing date Auguft 7, 1661 (c). He married Janet, daugh- 
ter to William Cunningham, Earl of Glencairn, and died in the year 1692. He was 
fucceeded by his eldefl fon William, who furvived his father but a few months, leavin 
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[E] Which league they concluded and figned J] The 
occafion of this league was this : The Pope, Kings 
of France and Spain, and other Potentates of the 
Church of Rome, had entered into a league to extir- 
pate the Proteftant Religion ; upon which Queen 
Elizabeth fent Sir Thomas Wotton her Ambaflador 
to Scotland, to propofe a league offenfive and defen- 
five with the King, in the caufe of Religion ; upon 
which King James having convened the Eitates of the 
Kingdom, at St. Andrews, the fame was agreed to, 
and Emba/Tadors appointed to go to Berwick and 
meat thofe from the Queen, who mutually ratified 
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and figned the fame (18), confuting of thirteen ar- Scott's 
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Here lies yat godly, noble, wife Lord Boyd, 

Who Kirk and King and Commons all ecor'd, 
Which were, while they this jewel all enjoy'd, 

Maintain'd, govern'd, and council'd by that Lord. 

His ancient Houfe fo oft peril'd, he reftor'd, 

Twice fix, and fixty years he liv'd ; and fine, (19) Moau- 
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iffue William, the third Earl of Kilmarnock, and Thomas Boyd, a gentleman emi- 
nent, in the profeflion of the Civil and Municipal Law of Scotland, who, for his diftin- 
guifhed merit, was promoted to the honour of Lord Advocate. William, the third 
Earl of Kilmarnock, was no lefs diftinguiflied for his abilities than the reft of his prede- 
ceflbrs : he was remarkably zealous in the Parliament of Scotland, for the famous A<5t 
called the Aft of Security. He was fomewhat wavering in his conduct with regard to 
the Union ; and affefted, in the beginrting of that affair, to join the party headed by . 
the Marquis of Tweedale, who were diftinguiflied by the name of the Squadrone Volante, 
on account of their pretending to join neither of the parties, but to caft the balance be- 
tween them ; but the Earl at laft left that party, and joined thofe who promoted the 
Union. In the rebellion in 1715, he was very aftive in the fervice of the government. 
He died in November 17 17, leaving iffue by Eupheme his wife, daughter to William 
Lord Rofs, William, the fourth and laft Earl of Kilmarnock (d), the unfortunate f^BmifhComi 
Nobleman, who, by deviating from the fteps of his illuftrious anceftors, fell a pendlum,p ' V1 * 
facrifice to the juftice of his country. We fhall not long detain the reader with this 
Nobleman's Hiftory, as there is nothing remarkable recorded of him, till the laft un- 
happy period of his life, having, till then, lived rather in a private ftation, without 
publicly concerning himfelf either with civil or military affairs. His Lordfhip was but 
thirteen years old when his father died, and difcovered betimes a genius not unequal to 
his birth. He found the family eftate pretty much encumbered, and great part of the 
patrimony alienated, and by no means anfwerable to his Lordfhip's generous and noble 
difpofition. It was his Lordfhip's misfortune, to be too foon let loofe among the gaie- 
ties andpleafures of life. As he grew up, inftead of applying himfelf to the dry amufe- 
ments of ftudy, he launched out into the world in purfuit of pleafures which were more 
expenfive than his fortune could fupport, and by this means confiderably reduced his 
eftate, which, from the moft probable conjefture, was the true reafon of his taking up 
arms againft the King. And indeed, his Lordfhip himfelf owns in his confeflion to 
Fofte^s Account Fofter (e) (while under fentence), that his rebellion was a kind of defperate fcheme, 
of the Behaviour proceeding originally from his vices, to extricate himfelf from the diftrefs of his circum- 
t£li™™u ftances i f° r he % s > f th e true ro °t of ^11 was his carelefs and diffolutc life, by which 
( he had reduced himfelf to great and perplexing difficulties 5 that the exigency of his 
c affairs was in particular very prefling at the time of the rebellion 5 and that, befides 
c the general hope he had of mending his fortune by the fuccefs of it, he was alio tempted 
c by another profped of retrieving his circumftances, by following the Pretender's 
c ftandard.' It does not appear that his Lordfhip was in the original defign of the re- 
bellion : on the contrary, he declares both in his fpeech at the Bar of the Houfe of 
Lords, and in his petition to the King after his fentence (f)> that it was not till after the (f) Append* 
( Z ) Proceedings battle of Prefton Pans that he became a party in it (g), having, till then, neither in- Acco«nl°^? 
Peers^gaTnft 0f Auenced his tenants or followers to affift or abet the rebellion, but, on the contrary, in- No - 3- p- 45- 
Lord Kiimar- fluenced the inhabitants of the town of Kilmarnock, and the neighbouring boroughs, to 
nock, ef ftp . 3 i. r ;f e j n arms f or his Majefty's fervice, which had fo good an effect, that two hundred 
men from Kilmarnock very foon appeared in arms, and remained fo all the winter at 
Glafgow and other places. It is faid, that when the Earl joined the Pretender's ftandard, 
he was received by him with great marks of efteem and diftindtion 5 was declared of his 
Privy-Council, made Colonel of the guards, and promoted to the degree of a General 
( though his Lordfhip himfelf fays, he was far from being a perfon of any confequence 
among them). How he behaved in thefe ftations (quite new to him, and foreign from 
his former manner of life), we cannot determine ; but common fame fays, he behaved 
with courage and refolution till the fatal battle of Culloden, when the Earl was taken, 
or rather furrendered himfelf, prifoner, to the King's troops, though involuntarily, and 
with a defign to have facilitated his efcape : for his Lordfhip acknowledged to Mr. 
W Mr-Fofter'i Fofter (£), whilft under fentence, that when he faw the King's dragoons, and made to- 
wards them, he thought they had been Fitz- James's horfe ; and that if he could have 
reached them by mdunting behind one of the dragoons, his efcape would have been 
more certain, than when he was on foot. This it was proper to mention, becaufe his 
£&? ttt £5r Lordflli P' in his fpeech to the Houfe of Lords (/), had made a merit of having furren- 
HoufcofPeers^ dered himfelf, at a time when he faid he could eafily have made his efcape, and in which 
&c utfupra. he owned, when in a ftate of repentance, that he had not fpoken truth. His Lordfhip 
was, after he had been taken fbme time, brought to the Tower, and on Monday 
the twenty-eighth of July, 1746, was, together with the Earl of Cromertie, and Lord 
Balmerino, conducted to Weftminfter-Hal], and at the bar of the Lord High-Steward's 
court, there erefted for that purpofe, arraigned, and pleaded guilty to his° indictment, 
fubmitting himfelf to his Majefty's mercy and clemency. On the Wednefday follow- 
ing, the three Lords were again brought from the Tower to receive fentence, when the 
Lord Kilmarnock being afked by the Lord High-Steward, if he had any thing to offer 
why fentence of death fhould not be patted upon him, his Lordfhip, addreffing himfelf 
to his Grace and the whole auguft affembly, then confifting of an hundred and thirty- 
LVdi^ofthc 0 " flx Peers > delivered an eloquent fpeech (*), after which, fentence of death was pro- 
HoufeofPeer., nounced upon him, and he returned to the Tower. After this, he prefented petitions (0 In,hc a p - 
% c i$t$*» t0 the Kin S' the Prince of Wales, and Duke of Cumberland (7/, wherein he fet forth gSS55^ 
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his family's conftant attachment teethe Revolution intereft, and that of the illuftrious 
Houfe of Hanover; his father's zeal and activity in fupport of both in the rebellion iri 
17 1 5, and his own appearing in arms (though then but young) under his father, and 
the whole tenor of his conduft ever fince that time. But the lervices of his forefathers 
could not fatisfy the public demand for juftice, nor avail him fo far as to procure him 
pardon. He was beheaded on Tower-Hill, Auguft 18, 1746, and was interred in the 
Tower church, with this infeription upon his coffin, viz. Guliehnus Comes de Kilmarnock, 
decollate 18 Augufti y 1746, atat. fu<e 42. His Lordfhip's whole deportment, from the 
time he was condemned till his execution, was exceedingly becoming and fuitable to 
one in his unhappy circumftances j and as he gave the moft lively marks of a fincere 
humiliation and repentance for all his mifcarriages, fo his behaviour in the hour of 
death was refigned, but ftrittly decent and awful, free from an extreme deje&ednefs, 
yet not eager and rapid to meet death. It may therefore be faid, that he died with a 
becoming refolution \ for, as his Lordfhip himfelf obferved with as much truth as good- 
nefs, that for a man who had led a difTolute life, and yet believed the confequences of 
death, to put on an air of daringnefs and abfolute intrepidity, muft argue him either to 
be very ftupid or very impious (m). He was a Nobleman of fine addrefs and polite 
behaviour ; his perfon was tall and graceful ; his countenance mild, but his complex- 
ion pale; and he had abilities, which, if they had been properly applied, might have 
rendered him capable of bringing an increafe of honour to his family, inftead of ruin 
and difgrace. His Lordfhip lived and died in the public profeflion of the Church of 
Scotland, and left behind him a widow (who was the Lady Anne Livingfton, daughter 
of James Earl of Linlithgow and Callander (attainted in 1715), with whom he had a 
confiderable fortune) and three fons, the eldelt of whom his Lordfhip had educated in 
the principles of duty and loyalty to his Majefty, and in whofe fervice he fought againft 
the rebels. With this difmal cataftrophe of the laft unhappy Earl of Kilmarnock, we 
are to dole our memoirs of this illuftrious family, having followed it through feveral 
centuries, from the earlieft account of it to the prefent time. We have traced it from 
its firft rife or dawn, to its meridian height of glory : we have then feen it the fport 
of fortune, fink into obfeurity, emerge out of it again, and by degrees refume its anci- 
ent fplendor ; and glad fhould we have been to have flopped at this happy period, and 
not have feen the luftre of fo great a family fullied by fo foul a crime as that of rebel- 
lion ; to have feen in one fatal day, the richeft blood contaminated, and which for ages 
has ran untainted in an illuftrious channel ; to have feen a Nobleman, who could boaft 
a train of anceftors, as long and as noble as moft families, and amongft whom were 
men Angularly eminent for their loyalty, and confpicuous for their virtue, thus degene- 
rate from their noble principles, and fatally purfue me alii res that involved himfelf and 
family in ruin. B- 
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[We are aflured, on the beft authority, that our predeceflbr is miftaken, in re- 
prefenting^ Mr. Thomas Boyd, the brother of the third Earl of Kilmarnock, as having 
been Lord Advocate of Scotland. This arofe from a rnifapprehenfion of Crawfurd's 
meaning, in his Peerage. Crawfurd fpeaks of Mr. Boyd as an advocate, which was 
underftood to fignify the Advocate \ as the King's Advocate for Scotland is termed. The 
fourth Earl of Kilmarnock's abilities are rated too high in the preceding article; his 
parts having been rather below, than above the common ftandard. His Lordfhip was, 
indeed, a fhewy man, and made a good appearance at county meetings, where dignity 
of manner, addrefs, and politenefs, can fupply the defedts of underftanding. 

The luftre of this great family hath again been revived, though not with the fame 
title. James Lord Boyd, eldeft ion of the unfortunate Nobleman laft mentioned, fuc- 
ceeded, upon the death of Mary Countefs of Errol, in 1758, to her eftate and honours, 
his mother having been undoubted heir of line of that noble family, and he was the 
fourteenth Earl of Errol («). He died on the 3d of June, 1778, leaving iflue.] K. 

*^* [BOYD (Mark Alexander), an ingenious and accomplifhed Scotchman 
in the 16th century, who has been reprefented as nearly, if not entirely, equal to the 
admirable Crichton, was born in Galloway, on the 13th of January, 156a {a). He (a) sir Robert 
was of the illuftrious family of the Boyds, of whom an account has been given in the dromi^HWto • 
preceding article \ his father, Robert Boyd, having been the eldeft fon of Adam Boyd NaturalisScotiae, 
of Pinkhill, who was the third fon of Alexander Boyd before mentioned, and grandfon ^ b 'f*' pa " ^ 
of Robert, Great Chamberlain of Scotland (/?). The mother of our Mark Alexander ' ? 2 
Boyd was a Gordon, and he came into the world with teeth (c). Having loft his ( c ) sibbaid, Ui 
father in his infancy, the care of his education devolved upon his uncle James, Arch- f tt * ra > *■ 
bifhop of Glafgow, who put him under the tuition of two grammarians of that city. 
He was, however, of fo high and intractable a fpirit, that he was very troublelbme 
to his tutors, and did not derive much advantage from their inftrudtions; though the 
greatnefs of his genius was fuch, that he acquired, even againft his will, the rudiments 
of the Latin and Greek tongues. At length, having quarrelled and fought with his 
matters, he burnt his books in a paffion, and fwore that he renounced learning for even 
While he was yet a youth, he went to court, and endeavoured to pufh his intereft 
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there ; but the vehemence and boldnefs of his temper precipitated him into a number 

of riotous quarrels, and involved him once in a duel; from all which he had the good 

fortune to efcape with fafety, and even with honour (d). Upon the death of his uncle, (d) sir Robert 

the ArchbiOiop of Glafgow, his other relations, who found themfelves wholly incapable Hi^i« 

of controuling the impetuofity of his fpirit, contrived to fend him abroad with his own NaturaUsSco- 

confent. By this means, they hoped that the fervour of his mind would gradually 

pars fecunda, 

abate ; and they recommended to him to engage in the wars of the United Provinces. £3- ^ 
He himfelf, however, preferred thofe of France ; and went to Paris, with a fmall flock m£t>ttn$%A 9 
of money, which he quickly loft by gaming. This event feems to have brought him JJ&yf* 
to reflection. But what particularly excited his emulation, and ftimulated his defire to 
excel in the liberal arts and fciences, was the attention and regard which he obferved 
to be paid, by the French nobility and military men, to the King's profefTors. He 
determined, therefore, to apply himfelf to literature, and to make as great a progrefs 
in it as the force of his genius, and the opportunities of inftruftion, would permit. 
Accordingly, he became the hearer of the principal teachers, at that time, in Paris ; 
and purfued his ftudies, by night and by day, fo clofely, and with fo much ardour, 
that, from the alteration produced in his countenance, and the neglect of his drefs, he 
could fcarcely be known by his acquaintance. What he chiefly propofed to excel In 
was the knowledge of the law ; for which reafon he went firft to Orleans, and thence 
to Bourges, that he might attend upon the leftures of Cujaciu?, the principal civilian 
of the age. To this profeflbr Mr. Boyd fo effectually recommended himfelf, by the 
reverence he paid him, and the admiration he exprefied for him, that he gained his 
particular friendfliip. Cujacius's regard to our ingenious young Scotchman was not a 
little heightened by his feeming to adopt that noted civilian's talte in Latin poetry. 
The profeflbr was peculiarly fond of the antiquated ftyle of Ennius, and fome other of 
the earlier Roman poets ; whofe manner was fo happily imitated by Mr. Boyd, that 
Cujacius confidered him as formed by nature for this fpecies of writing ; though, in 
faft, nothing was more contrary to his genius and tafte. To this circumftance was 
owing his application to Latin poetry, the more pure and elegant kind of which he 
afterwards cultivated with fo much ability and fuccefs. The plague foon after raging 
in France, he quitted Bourges for Lyons ; from which he was foon driven, by the 
fpreading of the fame calamity to that place, into Italy, where he made fome ft ay. 
Being obliged, on account of a fever, to remove from that country, he was principally 
diftrefled at his lofing the aid and advice of a particular friend, Cornelius Varus, a 
Florentine ; to whom, as he often declared, he was more indebted in his literary pur- 
suits than to any other perfon in the world. 

Upon the revival of the civil war in France, thinking it no lefs honourable to excel 
in arms than in literature, he ferved a confiderable time both in the cavalry and in- 
fantry, and obtained a high degree of military reputation. After the army, which had 
been brought from Germany to theafliftance of the Bourbon party, had been destroyed, 
he went to Tholoufe, where he was freely admitted to the converfation of the learned 
men, with whom that city abounded, and where he continued to profecute the ftudy 
of the law. From that place he made a journey into Spain; but his health not per- 
mitting him to flay long there, he returned to Tholoufe, where he refided till the 
Guifes were affaflltiated, at the aflembly of the ftates at Blois. Tholoufe having, about 
this time, by the means of a popular infurreftion, fallen into the hands of the fattion 
of the League, Mr. Boyd, who had given afiiftance to fuch of his friends as adhered to 
the royal caufe, was thrown into prifon ; and, from the hatred of the Jefuits towards 
him, was in great danger of his life. When he had obtained his liberty, which was 
granted him at the folicitations of the learned men of Tholoufe, he went firft to Bour- 
deaux, and thence to Rochelle. In this laft journey he was attacked by robbers, and 
with difficulty efcaped being aflaflinated by them, after having loft all the property he 
had with him. Di Hiking the air of Rochelle, he retreated to the borders of Poiftou, 
where he enjoyed an agreeable rural retirement; devoting his time partly to polite 
literature, and partly to the aid of his friends, when they were occafionally expofed to 
the incurfions of their enemies. He fo equally applied himfelf to the ftudy of learning 
and war, that it was not eafy to fay which he moft preferred (e). Among men of the (/) sibbaW, ukf- 
fword he appeared to be the accompli fhed foldier, and as eminently the lcholar among Japra ' 
thofe of the gown. In his perfon he was tall, compact, and well proportioned; his 
countenance was beautiful, fprightly, and engaging; and there was a Angularly noble 
air in his difcourfe, afpeft, voice, and gefture (/). He was polite, pleafant, acute, (f) mi. 
courteous, a ready fpeaker, and entirely free from envy and avarice. He could eafily ? r ™ ger ' **' 
bear with the boalting of the ignorant, but extremely difliked the abufive manner of 
writing which prevailed fo much among the learned of his time. He thought it un- 
worthy of a Chriltian, in a literary controverfy, to throw out any thing, either in fpeech 
or writing, which fhould hurt the reputation of an adverfary. In injuries of an atro- 
cious nature, he chole to do himfelf juftice by having recourfe to the laws of arms. 
Among the ancients, Xenophon was his favourite as a philofopher, Csefar as an hifto- 
rian, and Virgil as a poet; from which we may judge that his tafte was fimple and 
elegant. Another proof of it is, that he very much ftudied the Greek poets. So 
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admirably was he {killed in the Greek language, that he could write, dictate, and con- 
verfe in it, with copioufnefs and elegance. He defpifed the Centos, which were then 
not a little in fafhion ; and faid, fliat however learned the authors of them might be, 
they were dull and ignorant men. To an excellent genius he joined a happy memory, 
and an admirable judgment (g). So lively and extenfive were his abilities, that he 
could readily diftate to three fcnbes in as many different languages, and upon different 
fubjefts. Befides his Epiftles after the manner of Ovid, and his Hymns, which will 
hereafter be mentioned, he wrote a variety of Latin poems that never faw the light. 
He was the author of Notes upon Pliny, and publifhed an excellent little book, ad- 
dreffed to Lipfius, in defence of Cardinal Bern bo and the ancient eloquence. He 
tranflated, likewife, Caifar's Commentaries into Greek, in the ftyle of Herodotus ; but 
would not permit his tranflation to appear in public. He afterwards applied himfelf 
to the cultivation of poetry in his native language, and arrived to fuch excellence in it, 
that he deferved to be put on a level with Petrarch and Ronfard (b). In all his com- * bld - y 
pofitions, genius was more apparent than labour. Such were the elevation of his fj/raT'' 
mind and the ftrength of his ambition, that he always aimed at greater things than he 
could attain ; and hence it was that he negle&ed feveral opportunities, which were 
offered him, of being advantageoufly fettled ; and led a wandering kind of life abroad, 
during fourteen years (/). 

This is the account given us of Mark Alexander Boyd, by a contemporary, whofe 
manufcript fell into the hands of Sir Robert Sibbald. Sir Robert has added, that 
Mr. Boyd, at length, returned into Scotland, where he foon after died, of a flow fever, 
in April, 1601 *, at Pinkhill, his father's feat, in the 38th or 39th year of his age; 
and was buried with his anceftors in the church of Dalie f (£). Among the manu- 
fcripts which he left behind him, the following were in Sir Robert Sibbald's poflefliori : 
f In Inftitutiones Imperatoris Commenta/ 1 591, folio. f L'Eftat du Royaume 
f d'Efcq/fe a prefent.' fol. c Politicus, ad Joannem Metellanum* Cancellarium Scotia* 
c Scriptum de Jurifconfulto, ad Francifcum Balduiniim? c Poeta, ad Cornelium Varum 
€ Florentinum*. c Poemata varia.* c Epiftolae.' Though the writer of Boyd's life 
afferts, that he publifhed his Notes upon Pliny, the treatife addreffed to Lipfius, and 
fome other pieces, the only works of his which have fallen into our hands *, are his 
€ Epiftolre Heroidum,' and his f Hymni.' Thefe are inferted in the c Delitis Poe- 
c tarum Scotorum,' printed at Amftcrdam, in two volumes, 1 2mo, in 1637; and a 
great character hath been given of them by feveral authors. His biographer queftions 
whether any of the ancients have excelled him in elegiac poetry, and is pofitive that 
none of the Latins have equalled his Hymns (/). Olaus Borrichius, ah eminent critic, (i) sibbald, uVk 
in his f Differtationes Academicas de Poetis/ faysj c In Marco Alexandro Bodio, ScotOj - upra * 
f redivivum fpeftamus Nafonem ; ea eft in ejufdem Epiftolis Heroidum) lux, candof, 
c dexteritas.' The fame critic fpeaks as highly of Boyd's Hymns (;#). That our 
learned Readers may judge for themfelves of his poetical talents, we fliall infert a fpe- 
cimen or two below [vf ]. Our Author infcribed his * Epiftolse' to King James the 
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\_A~\ We Jhall infert a fpeciffien or tivo Below.] 
fioyd's Epiftles of the Heroines are, from Atalanta to 
Meleager, Callioneira to Diomedes, Silvia to Mars, 
Antigone to Hemon, Lamia to Demetrius, Euridice 
to Orpheus, Ciytia to Phoebus, Lavinia to Turnus, 
Philomela to Tereus, Sophonifba to Maflihifla, Pau- 
lina to Mundus, Julia to Auguftus, and Oftavia to 
Antonius ; and are concluded with the Tears of Ve- 
nus for the Death of Adonis. Upon a curfory, ra- 
ther than a critical reading of thefe poems, we feemed 
as well, if not better, plenfed with the Epiftle of Eu- 
ridice to Orpheus, and the Tears of Venus, than 
with any others of them. The 1 Lachrymae Veneris/ 
which will probably be thought peculiarly pleafing 
and pathetic, we mall tranfcribe in this place. 

* Ite diu gratx Veneri, procul ite Columbae, 

* Non ego carpento vector ut ante meo. 

* Delicixque meae virides arefcite myrti, 

* Sertaque turbatae debita nulla comas. 

* Proque mea myrto, feralis virga cuprefii, 

c Proque meis avibus* noctua, corve, veni. 
f Tuque puer vacuam calamis depone pharetram, 

* Poft tibi qui cudet fpicula rarus erit. 

* Eque tuis alis primas cum fanguine pennas 

* Velle, Cupidinea cactera fcribe manu. 

* Scribe meas lachrymas, hoc indelebile carmen^ 

* Et pennaet tepido fanguine pinge tuo. 

* Ah abiit mea lux I .obiit formofus Adonis : 

* Ah ! viduae Veneris cura perivit Adon. 

* Ictus dente jacet gelidis in montibus apri, 

* Et notat infaclix inguen, et ora cruor. 

* Haud aliter Tyrio tinguntur lilia cocco, 

* Haud aliter minio rafile pal lit ebur. 

* Ofcula frigenti libamus plura marito, 

* Nulla fed exanimis bafia fentit Adon. 
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Et fuper exfangui mifere fufpiria fundd, 

■ Quid refert ? Luclu non redit ille meo. 
Vulnus Adon, fateor, grave habet, fed non minus 

■ illo 

* Ah 1 ego fub niveo pectore vulnus alo. 
Nudus Adon jacet hie viridis fub fronde cupreffi* 

■ Nuda pedes mcerens per juga Cypris eo. 
Si tibi perfolTo decurrit ab inguine fanguis ; 
6 Et fanguen nobis elicuere rubi. 

Si tibi cxruleas pallent in corpore venae 5 

' En tua nunc tecum pallet arnica Venus. 

Hei mini ! quod Stygiam fimul et tranare paludenv 

* Non licet, aeternam me pudet eife Deam, 
Corde meo gemitus, oculis decurrite lymphje, 

* Ubertim tremulae currite lachrymulse. 
Ah ! abiit mea lux, obiit formofus Adonis : 

* Ah ! viduae Veneris cura perivit Adon. 
Flete meos cafus, labentia flumina, fontes, 
6 Oceani nymphae, mater arnica mare. 

Flete fimul mecum Dryades, nitidaeque Napaeae, 

* Naiades, et cultu Flora petulca tuo. 

D u m que Venus lachrymat, decedant pabula campo, 
c Ad Veneris quadlus exue fylva comas. 
Dum Cytherea dolet, pharetram deponat Apollo, 

* Linque pater fulmen, Pan quoque pone pedunt» 
Endymion lunae vilefcat, Juno tonanti 

c Et Jafius Cereri, et Arcadi nympha Deo. 
Parce Ceres fegetem faecundo credere campo. 
' Dum Cytherea dolet, quae tibi meflis erit ? 
Parce Bromi vites alto committere fulco, 

* Nulla fluent ficco vina cruenta lacu; 
Parcite paftores vaccas fubmittere tauris, 

* Ipfa Venus lachrymo, turn mihi fcribit amor. 
Haec quoque fasve puer dum pingis amara, libellura 

* Scribcndo falfa dilue femper aqua. 
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Sixth of Scotland (James the Firft of England), whom he reprefents as fuperior to 
Pallas and Mars : 


(aJDelitlzePoe- 
tarum Scot or urn, 


Primus in orbe Deus, qui jungis Pallada Marti, 
tc Et facias ut titulis cedat uterque tuis (»)." 

This is certainly carrying flattery to the height of poetical fi&ion : for whatever may 
be faid of King James's wifclom, his warmeft advocates muft be filent with regard to his 
valour. ' Mr. Granger hath afTerted that Boyd is mentioned by none of our Englifh 
writers (0) ; but in this refpeft, that ingenious and worthy Biographer is miftaken. 
Bifhop Tanner has made a fliort article concerning our accompliflied Scotchman, and 
hath informed us, that, befides his Epiftles and Hymns, he publilhed two books of 


(1) DelitiaePoe- 
tarum Scotorum, 
Tom. i. p, 178 


(•) We believe 
the Petilius is a 
kind of wild 
rofc. 


(2) Sibbald's 
Prodromus, 
Lib. iii. Part ii. 
P# 2. 


(3) Delitiae, ubt 
(upre, p. 195. 


9 Et mecum repetas ; obiit formofus Adonis, 

* Ah ! viduae Veneris cura perivit A don. 

* Pulcher Adon: puerilis Adon : pudibunde puelle 

* Quam male venator tantus amator eras ! 

* Lumina tolle tamen licet immorientia fomno, 

* Ma femel Paphiae bafia nofce tua?. 
9 Quod fupereft, animx Veneri legifie labello 

* Sit decor, et gemitus ebibat ilia tuos. 
f Inque fin us doming nudus dilabere, ceftus 

* Cede : vel immites experiere manus. 
1 Care mane, mea cura mane, mea vita maneto, 

* Sum ma femel Paphiae bafia nofce tuae. 
1 O Erebi leges, etjura potentis Averni! 

* Et quae munitae ftant adamante viae. 
[ Arbiter inferni populi, cui militat ingens 

* Cerberus, et crafla partitor udus aqua; 
En tibi delicium Veneris, formofus Adonis 

* Frigidus infernas excubat ante fores. 
Nulla locis unquam, repetas ab origine regni, 

* Pallidulis Erebi clarior umbra fuit ! 
Nobilis Euridice fidibus repetenda mariti, 

* Bella quidem, puero quid tamen ilia meo ? 
Raptaque Taenario Cereris tibi iilia curru, 
' Digna fuit Thalamo, nil tamen ilia meo. 
Juro meum ceftum, puerique Cupidinis arma, 
■ Hunc fimirl abripiens, omnia bella rapis. 
Corde meo queftus, oculis decurrite lymphae, 

* Ubertim tremulae currite lachrymulae. 
Ah ! abiit mea lux, obiit formofus Adonis, 
c Ah ! viduae Veneris cura perivit Adon. 
vEquoris intumeant undae, flent aere venti, 
' Perpetuo madeat pallidus imbre dies : 
Quo Venus Aflyrio ftruit haec monumenta marito, 

* Ducitur extinclo quo pia pompa viro. 
Rumpe puer tumulo fuper hoc tua tela, Cupido, 

* Et lachryma, tua dum fpicula rumpis Amor. 
Deme tuis, Hymen, fertum geniale capillis, 
1 Nec niteat trifti Candida tceda tibi. 
Ite, fat eft. Charites componite membra mariti, 
' Vulnera formo^ ~ r udse laventer aquis. 
Intonfi fluitent mvea cervice capilli, 

* Immadeat Tyrio rn^rtea rore coma. 
Suave Paleftina diftillet arundine nectar, 

* Nardus Achaemenio fpiret odora cado. 
Poftremo pofiti fcribe hoc in margine carmen 
1 Marmoris : Hie Veneris vir jacet albus Adon. 
Sifte puer fanguen, tua ne quoque funera cernam, 

* De tabula fe/Tam, dum fleo, tolle manum (i).* 

The Hymns of Boyd are in heroic vcrfe. They 
are fix teen in number; and, excepting the three Lift, 
which are called the Spear, the Sword, and the Hel- 
met, derive their titles from fome flower, herb, or 
plant. They are denominated the Rofe, the Violet, 
the Lily, the Crocus, the Hyacinth, the Poppy, the 
Marygold, the Petilius (*), Spikenard, the Winter Sa- 
vory, Flax, the Flower de Lys, and Fennel. Thefe 
are not fanciful titles, but indicate the real fubjecls 
on which the feveral poems are written. Moft of 
them are inferibed to fome particular patron or fiend, 
and ferve to fhew that Boyd's connections were very 
refpectable. Among the reft, he hath addre/fed a 
Hymn to Patrick Sharpe, one of his two preceptors 
at Glafgow (2), whom he had 11 fed fo ill when a 
boy ; and the addrefs is couched in terms of great 
affection and gratitude : 

* Te duce, fi primum Parnaffi cornua vidi, 

* Ac Aganippjeo periudi labra liquore, 

* Nontantum voces, non triti carmen amici, 

* Nec tenuem florem, nec olentis brachia thymbrae, at 
' Accipito hanc animam meque intra pe&ora con- 

<de( 3 ).' 


It may not be improper to inform our Englifh 
readers, that the title of Hymns, given by Boyd to 
his poems, does not imply their being of a devotional 
nature ; and that, in fact, there is nothing in them 
of that kind. We mall infert the * Papaver,' as a 
fpecimen of our Author's genius in this part of his 
writings. 

f Vitis Echioniac turgentem in palmite gemmam, 

* Ac epota apibus redolentis neclara thymbrae, 

* Unica Romuleae Maro dat vis ignea cannae. 

* Nos Boreas foetus, et terrae tempta Britannae 

* Eluvies, gradimur lente, tenuique labello 
1 Hellefpontiaci veneramur rura Priapi. 

* At quoniam juveni patuit Patareus Apollo 

* Et Palla et peclen, puroque volubilis auro 

* Fibula, et anerno fragrantes rore capilli ; 

* Ipf:c fores feriit, noftras pede pulcher Apollo. 

* Ad jnvenis nomen revirenti Delia lauro 

* Annuit, et nivei cecinere ad fidera cygni. 

* Sed quibus articulis tecum, quo vimine neclam 

* Fcedus amicitiae ? Studio ne ja£ter inani. 

* Nam neque marrubium, et crocea? velamen acanthae, 
' Nec rutae radii, nec olentis brachia thymbrae 

4 Te digna, aut fterili foecundior intybus arvo. 

* Ergo tibi ferimus tanto Cereale papaver 

* Securi agricolae, feu te medicantia tangant 

* Semina ; deciduae feu frondis gratia, nulli 

* Inferior, triftem fi non fpiraret odorem. 

* Principio varia eft natura papaveris, horto) 

* Aut fluit irriguo ; aut gleba laetatur inerti. 

* Sponte fua venit hoc, flavifque accrefcit ariftis ? 

* Aut pingit lutea deferta novalia cocco. 

* Illud at agricolae, ac hortenfia fufcitat arma, 

* Et cratem arbuteam, et dentati robora raftri. 
■ Ignavo quoties inculta papavera campo 

€ Rufticus eripiens medicinae fevit ad ufum, 

* Pracpinguemque fimum et fontanum induxerlt 

4 imbrem, 
s In terrain toties agnato pondere cervix 
1 Fceta fluit, matremque iterum delabitur arvurm 
1 Huic compacta calix, pinguique virentia fucco 
c Tegmina, et afperfi tenui candore capilli. 

€ Unam nec fervant cirrata papavera formam, 
r Sed variae fpecies, olli color igneus, olli 
1 Candidus. Affyrias imitantur plurima conchas, 
1 Olli deciduum folium, fed fronde tenaci 
: Hoc viret, et tenui fudans fe diluit unda. 
4 Sunt quorum filiquae rictus imitantur apertos 
Repentis colubri ; vc teres dixere papaver 
Cornutum, quando prxeunt nova cornua frondem, 
' Hoc tantum, Ioniae fi fas fidilTe poetis, 
A radice fluit, graviterque evellitur arvo. 
Caetera difcuflb nafcuntur femine, Taurus 
Cum redit, et claufum cornu recludit Olympum. 
. € Eft quoque defertis, fine lege, quod errat in arvis, 
Et tenui filiqua, et rufa, fed caule tenaci, 
Quam dixere Rheam, vitiato accommoda lumbo 
Radix, et duro vino contrito lieni. 
Utque nihil lateat, neque defint jura colono ; 
Tempora quo linum, fterilefque feruntur avenae, 
Atque fab??, et milium, non tunc Cereale papaver 
Sparger e dedecori, for fan cum vere rubenti 
Livida Lucanos pingunt violaria campos. 
* Ut far committuat fulcis, cum feptimus imber 
Defluit, ut feritur gelido filigo Novembri, ut 
Bruma croco potior ; lie primo vere papaver 
Obruitur : magno potis ut turgefcere fcetu. 
At funt qui ftipulam fubjecla exurere flamma, 
Ve4 farmenta jubent, et ibi filveftre papaver 
Inferere, ut gleba fenfim mitefcat arnica. 

Sed pene unius perfeci penfa diei 
Invitantque leves epota papavera fomnos (4).* 

Epigrams. 


(4) Ihid* p, 190; 
191. 


BOYLE (Rich. Earl of Cork). 

^iunnici°Hi. ca ^P*g rams (P)- Sir Robert Sibbald, in the plates annexed to his Prodromus, hath 
bcmka, P . io 9 . given a print of Boyd, which confirms the accounts of the handfomenefs of his perfon. 

Around the print is the following infcription, alluding to his being fet at liberty at 
Thouloufe ; £ Alexander Bodius, Bonit. Chrifti, Liber JEz. 33, 15965' and at the 
bottom are thefe lines : 

c Hie ego qui tacitus video meliora proboque, 
(q) Feb. 10, c Non odiofa fequor (q). y 

There is, likewife, prefixed to the c Prodromns/ a fliort copy of verfes, by our Au- 
thor, upon Scotland [5] ; which Sir Robert Sibbald probably extradled from the ma- 
nufcripts in his pofleflion, unlefs he might take it from the Epigrams faid to have been 
publifhed by Boyd. We fhall conclude this article with the poetical encomium which 
was made upon him foon after his death by John Johnftone, in his H Heroes Scoti/* 

c Heroum genus, antiquo de ftemmate avorum, 

c Quos tulit heroum martia terra parens, 
1 Qui dedit heroas divina carminis arte, 

£ Grascia quels fselix, queis cluit et Latium ; 
c Quique paci cultu divas dedit heroinas 

c Quas fama illuftres fecula cana ferunt. 
1 Ipfe animis heros, et dio frontis honore, 

f Heu ! nunc extinftum decolor umbra notat. 
* Quid mirere igitur Bodium hie fpeftarier ? Inter 

c Heroas meruit jure tenere locum (r).'] K. 


[2?] By our Author upon Scotland.} 
as follows : 


* Nobilis Ar&oo locus eft vicinior igni, 

* Quern mare refiexis undique cingit aquis ; 

• Quern tamcn Ardloum fidus nec frigore tentat, 

* Nec facer admiflls Cynthius urit equis : 


The verfes are ' Cui decus et nomen Pharlo de fanginne Scota, 

* Intulitj et Cereris femina, jura, Deos. 
4 Terra ferax, pecoris dives, foecunda metallis : 

f Nec tamen artificum defidiofa manu. 
* Ingenio facilis, fed ad horrida promptior arma ; 

* Nec plus, quam belli, relligionis amans.' 


BOYLE (Richard), one of the ableft Statefmen in the laft century, who not only 
raifed himfelf to the higheft offices, and to the dignity of the peerage in Ireland, by his 
perfon al merit, but obtained alfo a very unufual addition to thefe honours, being gene- 
rally ftiled the great Earl of Cork. He was defcended from an ancient and honourable 
family, that had been long feated in Herefordfhire ; fome think before the Conqueft (a) 
[/f] : But his father, Roger Boyle, being a younger brother, and marrying Joan, the 
daughter of Robert Naylor of Canterbury, Efq; fettled in Kent, where his fecond fon 
Richard was born, Oflober 3, 1566 He was educated firft at Canterbury, then 

fent to Cambridge by the care of his mother, having loft his father before he was ten 
years of age ; ftudied there for fome time in Bennet-college, from whence he removed 
to the Middle Temple, propofing to have made the law his profeflion (c) ; but his mo- 
ther dying, and having little or no dependance, he, in fome meafure, dropped that 
defign, and entered into the ferviceof Sir Richard Manwood, Chief-Baron of the Ex- 
chequer. He did not remain long in that ftation for finding he ftiould rife very 
flowly thereby, he refolved to travel in order to better his fortune, which, as himfelf 
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(a) Herera, 
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J>. 63, 


(3) Letter from 
Dr. John Beale 
to Mr. Samuel 
Harilib. 


[A] Seated in Hereford/hire > as fome think before the 
Conqueft*] It has been a common opinion, and as 
fuch is laid down in fome Memoirs, that the noble 
Family of Boyle fprung from Sir Philip Boyle, a 
knight of the Kingdom of Arragon in Spain (i), who 
came over to England, and fignalized himfelf in a 
tournament held in the reign of King Henry VI. 
Thus much of truth there is in that notion, that the 
Family of Boyle is of great antiquity in Spain (2), 
and that this Sir Philip was of that family, yet no 
anceftor of the Earl of Cork, whofe line may be 
traced much higher with great certainty. It is thought 
that this rtrname was anciently written Biuvile, and 
by degrees was changed or corrupted into Boyle. 
The firft account we have of them is, that they were 
feated at Pixely Court near Leadbury, in the county 
of Hereford, of which Humphry de Biuvile was Lord, 
as is recorded in Dooms-day Book, tit. 28. Terra 
Humfridi de Biiwile in Radelau Hund. Humfridus de 
Biuvile tenet de rege Pichelei Auftil tenuit. Thefe 
words Auftil tenuit, in the general conftruftion of An- 
tiquaries, import that it was in the time of Edward 
the Confeflbr (3). Lodowick Boyle, who lived in 
the reign of King Henry III., was father of John 
Boyle, and he of James, who had iflue Lodowick, 
whofe fon was fucceeded by James his fon and heir, 
father of Lodowick Boyle of Sidney, and of the Fri- 
ers in the city of Hereford, in the reign of King 


Henry VI. (4) This Lodowick married Elizabeth 
daughter of William Ruflel, Efq; and had iflue a 
daughter, Eleanor, married to Watkin Ruflel, and 
two fons, John Boyle, Efq; who had the eftate in 
Herefordfhire, and Roger Boyle, fecond fon (5). 
This Roger married Jane, daughter of Thomas Pat- 
tifhal of the county of Hereford, and had iflue John 
Boyle of Hereford, Roger fecond fon, and Michael 
Boyle of London third fon, who left a numerous 
iflue ; whereof, Richard his fecond fon was Bifhop 
of Cork and Rofs ; being allowed alfo to keep the 
See of Cloyne in Commendam ; was afterwards 
Archbifhop of Tuam, and died March 19, 1644(6). 
He left iflue, Michael Boyle Archbifhop of Armagh, 
and Lord Chancellor of Ireland, who died aged 93, 
in the year 1702, and was father to Murrough Boyle, 
created Lord Vifcount Bleflington (7). Michael, 
another fon of the faid Roger, was Bifhop of Water- 
ford and Lifmore ; and Sir George Boyle his fourth 
fon died without iflue (8). Roger Boyle, the fecond 
fon, married Jean daughter of John Naylor of Can- 
terbury, in the county of Kent, and had iflue John 
Boyle, Bifhop of Cork and Rofs, in Ireland ; Richard 
Boyle, fecond fon, Earl of Cork, of whom I am to 
treat ; Hugh Boyle, third fon, who died without 
iflue ; and a daughter married to Sir Pierce Power of 
Ireland, Knt. (9) a numerous and fortunate line. 

tells 


(4) Vifat. Com* 
Hereford, in 
Bibl. Harleian. 
90 A. p. 72,73, 
Seager*s Baron. 
MS. in Bibl. 
Cot. 

(5) Genealogies 
of Families 
omitted in the 
Baronage, MS. 
P- »3I. 


(6) Wood's 
Ath. Oxon. 
Vol. i. col. 612, 


(7) Baronag. 
Hibern, p. 291* 

(S) Thoreiby's 
Hift. of Leeds, 
p. 64. 


(9) Collins** 
Peerage, Vol. ii. 


460 


(b) See that 
noble Performs 
Account of his 
ownAdmini ft ra- 
tion, intituled, 
Hi hernia Bacata* 


fro) The MS. 
of this fliort 
piece was for- 
merly in the 
hands of Mr. 
Smith, Apothe- 
cary, in the 
Strand, who 
lived long with 
the Honourable 
p.<*Kert Boyle, 


(if) Queen 
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(12) Earl of 
Corke's True 
Remembrances* 


BOYLE (Rich. Earl of Cork). 

tells us, was very (lender, when he left England (d) [5]. He landed at Dublin, June 
27, 15889 and having good recommendations, was very foon brought into bufmefs, 
adting fometimes in one part of the country, fometimes in another, but refiding chiefly 
in Dublin, where he was held in very great efteem by the principal perfons employed in 
the Government, and was very ferviceable to many of them : in penning memorials, 
cafes, and anfwers, which gave him vaft opportunities of acquiring a perfeft knowledge 
of the kingdom, and of the ftate of public affairs (<?)> of which he very well knew how 
to make aright ufe. In 1595 he married Joan, the daughter and coheirefs of William 
Anfley of Pulborough, in the county of Suffex, Efq; with whom he had five hundred 
pounds per annum in land, which was the beginning of his fortunes (f). As he was of a 
very frugal difpofition, and had a head very well turned for making an eftablifhment 
in a country where land was cheap, and he had money to lay out, he quickly laid the 
foundation of an eftate : but interfering in fome of his purchafes with powerful men 
there, they began to infinuate things to his prejudice at home, which forced him to go 
over to England, where he not only got over all the difficulties they had thrown in his 
way, but returned with frefli credit, and much greater honour into Ireland (g) [C], Sir 
George Carew (afterwards Earl of Totnefs) being appointed Refident of Munlter, Mr. 
Boyle was, by the Queen, fent over with him as Clerk of the Council in that province, 
and the Prefident knowing how well he ftood with her Majefly, was remarkably kind to 
him (h). He was very foon made Juftice of the Peace nnd of the Quorum, through 
the whole province, conftantly attended the attive Lord Prefident in^all his expeditions, 
and by intercepting Florence M'Carthy's letters, written to promote rebellion, while 


(d) Ear! of 
Corke's True 
Remembrances, 


[£] Was 'very fender when he left England.} This 
great man, when in the height of his profperity, took 
pleafure to look back upon his flender beginnings ; 
and that they might be truly known to pofterity, he 
thought fit, on the 23d of June 1632, to commit the 
moll memorable circumftances of his life to writing, 
under the title of True Remembrances (10) ; and it is 
from thefe, we have many particulars that otherwife 
would have efcaped notice, and amonglt them, this 
that follows in his own words. 

* When firft I arrived at Dublin in Ireland, the 

* 23d of June 1588, all my wealth then was twenty- 

* feven pounds three millings in money, and two 
' tokens which my mother had given me, viz. a Dia- 

* mond Ring, which I have ever fmce, and ftill do 

* wear ; and a Bracelet of gold worth about ten 

* pounds ; a Taffety Doublet cut with and upon 

* TafFety, a pair of Black Velvet Breeches laced ; a 

* new Milan Fuftian fuit, laced and cut upon Taf- 

* fety ; two Cloaks, competent Linen, and necefla- 

* ries ; with my Rapier and Dagger : and fince, the 
1 bleflingof God, whofe Heavenly providence guided 

* me hither, hath enriched my weak eftate in the be- 

* ginning with fuch a fortune, as I need not envy 
' any of my neighbours, and added no care or bur- 

* then to my confcience thereunto.' 

[C] Much greater honour into Ireland.] We have 
various accounts»of this tranfaclion, which, though 
it may feem private in its nature, yet has been very 
juftly accounted a very remarkable proof of Queen 
Elizabeth's wifdom, as well as a fingular inftance of 
the true genius and fpirit of her government (11). It 
may not be amifs to obferve, that in none of the ac- 
counts I have feen, the year in which it happened has 
been fixed ; but from the circumftances mentioned in 
the following relation taken from the noble perfon's 
own Remembrances before mentioned, it appears 
clearly to have been in the fpring of the year 1598. 

* When God had blefled me, fays he (12), with a 
' reafonable fortune and eltate, Sir Henry Wallop of 
« Wayers, Sir Robert Gardiner, Chief Juftice of the 

* Common Pleas, and Sir Richard Bingham, Chief 

* Commiflioner of Connaught, being difpleafed for 

* fome purchafes I had made in the province ; they 

* all joined together by their lies, complaining 

* againft me to Queen Elizabeth, expre fling that I 

* came over a young man without any eftate or for- 

* tune, and that I had made fo many purchafes as it 

* was not poflible to do, without fome Foreign 

* Prince's purfe to fupply me with money ; that I 

* had acquired divers caftles and abbies upon the fea- 

* fide fit to receive and entertain Spaniards ; that I 

* kept in my abbies fraternities and convents of Fri- 

* ers in their habits, who faid Mafs continually ; and 

* that I was fufpected in my religion, with divers 

* others malicious fuggeftions ; whereof having fome 

* fecret notice, I refolved to go into Munfter, and 
€ fo into England, to juftify myfelf : but before I 
1 could take fhipping, the general rebellion in Mun- 
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1 fter broke out, all my lands were wafted, as I 

* could fay, that I had not one penny of certain re- 
€ venue left me, to the unfpeakable danger and ha- 
' zard of mv life ; yet God prefervtd me, as I reco- 

* vered Dingle and got /hipping there, which tranf- 
1 ported me to Briftol, from whence I travelled to 

* London, and betook myfelf tc my former chamber 
s in the Middle Temple, intending to renew my ftu- 
' dies in the Law, till the rebellion were patted over. 

* Then Robert Earl of Eflex was defigned for the go- 
c vernment of this kingdom, into whofe fervice I 

* was recommended by Mr. Anthony Bacon : Where- 

* upon his Lordfhip very nobly received me, and 
' ufed me with favour and grace, in employing me 
1 in the ifluing out his Patent and Commiflion for the 
1 government of Ireland ; whereof Sir Henry Wallop 
1 having notice, and being confeious in his own heart 
c that I had fundry papers and collections of Michael 
' KettleweFs, his late Under-Treafurer, which might 
c difcover a great deal of wrong and abufe done to 
' the Queen in his late accounts, and fufpecting if I 
1 were countenanced by the Earl of Eflex, that I 
5 might bring thefe things to light, which might 
: much prejudice or ruin his reputation or eftate; al- 

' though I vow to God, until I was provoked, I had 
c no thought of it : Yet he, utterly to fupprefs me, 
\ renewed his former complaints againft me to the 
r Queen's Majelty. Whereupon, by her Majefty's 
r fpecial directions, I was fuddenly attacked and 
1 conveyed clofe prifoner to the Gate-houfe ; all my 
' papers feized and fearched, and although nothing 
r could appear to my prejudice, yet my clofe rellraint 
1 was continued till the Earl of Eflex was gone to 
! Ireland, and two months afterwards ; at which 
1 time, with much fuit, I obtained the favour of her 
Sacred Majefty, to be prefent at my anfwers, where 
; Ifo fully anfwered and cleared all their objections, 
! and delivered fuch full and eyident j unifications 
for my own acquittal, as it pleafed tho Queen to 
ufe thefe words, viz. By God*s death, thefe are but 
inventions againfl this young man, and all his fuffer- 
ings are for being able to do us fervice, and thofe com- 
plaints urged to foreflal him therein : But we find him 
to be a man ft to be employed by ourf elves, and we 
will employ him in our fervice ; and Wallop and his 
adherents /hall know, that it Jhall not be in the power 
°f any of them to wrong him, neither Jhall Wallop he 
our Treafurer any longer. Thereupon fhe directed 
her fpeech to her Lords in Council there prefent, 
and commanded them prefently to give her the 
name of fix men out of which fhe might choofe one 
to be Treafurer of Ireland, her election falling 
upon Sir George Carew of Cockington. And then 
the Queen arofe from Council, and gave orders not 
only for my prefent enlargement, but alfo dis- 
charged all my charges and fees during my re- 
ftraint, and gave me her royal hand to kifs, which 
I did heartily, humbly thanking God for that deli- 
verance. ' 4 
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entertained in the Prefident's houfe, did the State eminent fervice, and juftified the 
confidence repofed in him (/'). On December 14, 1599, died his firft Lady in child- 
bed of a ftill- born Ton, to his great grief, but he preserved the eftate fhe brought hi:n 
(£). The war againft the Irifh continued all this time, and as they were now openly 
afiifted by the Spaniards, feemed more dangerous than ever ; but by the prudence, vi- 
gilance, and fkill of the Lord Deputy (Blount) Montjoy, and Sir George Carew, they 
were hindered from atchieving any thing of confequence, and at laft, upon the 24th of 
December 1601, the Irifh and their Spanifti auxiliaries were totally routed near King- 
fale, with the lofs of 1200 killed, and 800 wounded (I). The Prefident of Munfter, (l) Pacata Hi _ 
knowing how welcome this news would be to Queen Elizabeth, difpatched Mr. Boyle *>«™> p-*33. 
therewith to England, who performed his bufineis with almoft incredible expedition (m) 
[£>]. Upon his return into Ireland, which, was in the month of June following^ he found Fa^lyofthc § 
the Lord Prefident ready to attack the ftrong caftle of Donboy, near Beerhaveni which Boyies, P . 15. 
he accordingly performed on the eighteenth, took it by ftorm, and put all the garrifon, 
confiding of one hundred and forty-three choien men out of the whole Irifli army, to 
the fword. He afterwards reduced the weftern part of the province, and leaving proper 
garrifons in them, fet out on his return to Cork (;;). As they were on the road toge- 
ther, the Lord Prefident told Mr. Boyle, it was his intention to fend him over again 
into England, in order to procure the Queen's leave for his return; and, that their bu- 
finefs might go on together, he advifed Mr. Boyle to purchafe all Sir Walter Raleigh's 
eftate in that ifland, promifing him, if he approved this propofal, to do him all the fer- 
vice therein which lay in his power (0). Mr. Boyle accepted the commifilon readily, 
and embraced the advice thankfully, came over fpeedily, and tranfadled his affairs very 
fuccefsfully [£]. He made no long ftay in England; but having procured a licence 
for the Lord Prefident to return, he carried it to him in Munfter, and then accompanied 
him back to Dublin, where he was to embark for England. In their journey thither, 
the Lord Prefident took notice to him, that having now acquired, fo considerable an 
eftablifhment, it would be prudent for him to think of another marriage (p) 7 by which ft) tk itti 
he might have iflue to inherit it. This propofal alfo was readily embraced; and the 
Lady, who was the daughter of Sir Geoffery Fenton, being likewife mentioned, the 
Lord Prefident undertook the negotiation with her father, and profecuted it fo effec- 
tually, that they were contracted in his prefence, March 9, 1602, to the great Satisfac- 
tion of all parties (q). The marriage, however, was not immediately folemnized, 
which perhaps might be occafioned by the great change that in a few days happened, as 
well to them in their refpedtive ftations, as to the nation in general* by the death of 
Queen Elizabeth. His friend and patron, Sir George Carew, was appointed "Lord 
Deputy of Ireland ; his father-in-law was continued in his place of Secretary of State > 
and himfelf received from his patron's hand the honour of knighthood, July 23, 1603, 
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[Z>] With almoj} incredible expedition.} This deci- 
five battle was fought upon a Thurfday, which was 
Chrirtmas Eve. Some more Spaniards were landed 
a day or two after in Ireland, but finding their friends 
were beaten, thought fit to retire (i 3). This, and 
the Prefident's return to Cork, might probably hin- 
der Mr. Boyle from fetting out till the twenty-eighth. 
The account he gives us of his journey, and of the 
confequences of it, are very lingular and entertain- 
ing ; and at the fame time it is but necefTary to fhew 
how exprefsly it is laid down in his own words, in 
order to be fatisfied as to the fact, which, as Mr. 
Budgell obferved, nothing but the Earl of Cork's 
authority could make one believe (14). 

* I attended the Lord Prefident in all his employ- 
f ments, and waited upon him all the whole fiege of 
c Kinfale, and was employed by his Lordfhip to her 

* Majelty, with the news of that happy victory, in 

* which employment I made a fpeedy expedition to 

* the Court ; for I left my Lord Prefident at Shannon 

* Caftle, near Cork, on Monday morning about two 

* of the clock, and the next day being Tuefday, I 

* delivered my Packet, and fupped with Sir Robert 

* Cecil (being then Principal Secretary of State) at 

* his houfe in the Strand ; who after fupper held me 
t in difcourfe till two of the clock in the morning, and 
€ by feven that morning called upon me to attend 

* him to the Court, where he prefented me to her 

* Majefty in her bed-chamber ; who remembered me 

* (calling me by my name, and giving me her hand 
c to kifs), telling me fhe was glad that I was the 

* happy man to bring the firft news of that glorious 

* vidory > 

* with me 

1 and that therein I had given her full fatisfaclion in 

* every particular, fhe again gave me her hand to 
f kifs, and recommended ray difpatch for Ireland, 
1 and fo difmifled me with grace and favour.' 

[E] Came over fpeedily, and tranfafted his affairs 

Vol. 11. 


and after her Majefty had interrogated 
upon fundry queftions very punctually, 


very fuccefsfully.] It muft have been in the Winter of 
1602 that Mr. Boyle returned into England, bring- 
ing with him two letters from the Lord Prefident, 
one addrefTed to Sir Robert Cecil (then Secretary^ 
afterwards Earl of Salifbury), in which his merit and 
abilities were much magnified, together with a re- 
queft that he would afiift in forwarding the propofed 
bargain with Sir Walter Raleigh ; the other to Sir 
Walter himfelf, recommending Mr. Boyle as a fit 
purchafer, and advifing him to part with a concern, 
which, though it made a large found, was fo far 
from producing any thing, that, to his, the Lord 
Prefident's knowledge, it coft Sir Walter two hun- 
dred pounds a year to fupport his titles (15). Thefe 
letters produced a meeting between Sir Robert Cecil, 
Sir Walter Raleigh, and Mr. Boyle, in which, by 
the mediation of the former, the purchafe was con- 
cluded, and the aflurances perfected. This, fays our 
Noble Author, uoas the third addition and rife to my 
efate*(i6) . A great augmentation it muft have been ; 
for, according to the loweft computation, Sir Walter 
Raleigh's eftate confifted of twelve thoufand acres in 
the counties of Cork and Waterford (17), which, 
from the foregoing account, it is evident enough that 
he bought at a very low rate ; and living upon the 
fpot, being already a rich man, having a head the 
beft turned that ever man had for fuch improvements, 
and coming immediately after into great power, 
there is no doubt that he very foon made thofe lands 
highly valuable. Indeed there are direct and full 
proofs of the matter of facl, and that withiri the 
compafs of a very few years, this eftate was not only 
well tenanted, but the beft fettled and abfolutely in 
the moft thriving condition (18) of any eftate in Ire- 
land. He might, therefore, well call it the third 
addition to his fortune, accounting what he acquired 
by marriage, the firft ; and his preferment in Mun- 
fter, the fecond ; though probably this purchafe was 
more profitable than both, 

6 B the 
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BOYLE (Rich. Earl of Cork). 

the very day he celebrated his fecond marriage (r). He allures us himfelf, that intereft 
had no fhare in this marriage, and that he never fo much as thought of a fortune ; but, 
however, Sir Geoffery Fenton, the Lady's father, gave him that very day, of his own 
motive, one thoufand pounds in gold (s). We have another very Angular circumftance 
in relation to this marriage, mentioned on the authority of the Countefs of Warwick, 
his Lordlhip's daughter, which, though attended with many difficulties, may pofllbly 
be, and probably is, true (/) [F]. His fortune now began to proceed more briikly 
than before, and almoft every day produced new accefllons, either of dignity or eftate. 
He owed the bafis and foundation of his greatnefs to the kindnefs of Queen Elizabeth, 
but all the fuperftrudture was raifed under King James. Thus, in 1606, he was fworn 
at the Council-Board at Dublin a Privy-Counfellor for Munfter ; but the then Lord- 
Prefident Dunkard refufed to admit him to that office notwithftanding, but was at laft 
forced to fubmit (u). He was, by this promotion, put into a condition of confulting 
his own and the public intereft at the fame time, as he had a vaft property in this pro- 
vince. He was very induftrious in fettling and improving his eftates, taking due care 
to let his lands to Eriglilh Proteftants only, and to ereft, as occafion required, feveral 
towns and boroughs, nay, and fome caftles too, for their fecurity (^). Intending the 
promotion of the affairs of that kingdom, as well as his own private concerns, he thought 
proper to make a journey over the beft part of that province, in which he was a Coun- 
sellor, and then made a journey to Dublin for the inftructions of the then Governors, 
after which he embarked for England, and having given a very fatisfadtory account to 
his Majefty of the ftate of things in Ireland, he returned thither in the month of Febru- 
ary 161 2, and was on the fifteenth of the faid month fworn a Privy-Counfellor of State 
for the kingdom of Ireland, by the Lord Deputy Chichefter, in Chichefter-houfe, by 
the King's exprefs command, as a reward for his good fervice in giving fo clear and per- 
fect a relation of the ftate of the public (x). He continued the fame diligence and 
aftivity in his ftation, and thereby lb conciliated the affe&ions of all ranks of people, 
and was of fo great affiftance to thofe entrufted with the Government, that his Majefty 
thought fit to raife him to the dignity of the Peerage, which he accordingly did, Sep- 
tember 29, 1616, by the ftile of Baron of Youghall, in the county of Cork (y ), and 
four years after, as a farther mark of royal favour, he was created, October 6, 1620, 
Vifcount Dungarvan and Earl of Cork (2). His credit with two Sovereigns, appeared 
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[F] Though attended ivith many difficulties very pro- 
bably may be, and pojjibly is, true.] We have this ftory 
in a fermon, where the preacher pofitively afferts, 
that he had it from the mouth of the lady at whofe 
funeral he delivered this difcourfe : his relation runs 
thus (19) : * Mr. Boyle (after Earl of Cork), who 
■ was then a widower, came one morning to wait 
6 upon Sir Geoffery Fenton, at that time a great offi- 

* cer of ftate in the kingdom of Ireland ; who being 

* engaged in bufincfs, and not knowing who it was 

* that defired to fpeak with him, a while delayed 

* him accefs ; which time he fpent pleafantly with 

* his young daughter in her nurfe's arms. But when 

* Sir Geoffery came#nd faw whom he had made flay 

* fomewhat long, he civilly excufed it : But Mr. 

* Boyle replied, he had been very civilly entertained, 
' and fpent his time much to his fatisfaction in court- 

* ing his daughter, if he might obtain the honour to 

* be accepted for his fon-in-law. At which Sir Ge- 
4 offery, fmiling to hear one who had been formerly 
' married, move for a wife carried in arms and under 

* two years old, a iked him if he would Hay for her ? 

* to which he frankly anfwered he would, and Sir 
' Geoffery as generoufly promifed him he mould then 

* have his full confent ; and they both kept their 

* words honourably ; and by this virtuous lady he 
' had thirteen children.' We have befidcs this, an- 
other direct evidence to the material part of the 
fact, viz. the ingenious and judicious John Evelyn, 
Efq; who, in a private letter to a friend of his, ex- 
preffes himfelf thus (20) : ' That Mr. Boyle coming 
' to advife with Sir Geoffery Fenton, now knighted, 
1 finding him engaged with another client, and fee- 

* ing a pretty child in the nurfe's arms, entertained 
1 himfelf with them till Sir Geoffery came to him, 
4 making his excufe for caufing him to wait fo long ; 
1 Mr. Boyle pleafantly. told him he had been court- 

* ing a young lady for his wife ; and fo it fortuned, 
' that fixteen years after Mr. Boyle made his addreffes 
' in good earnett, and married the young lady.* 
The obfervatiort made upon this by the Rev. Mr. 
Birch, is very pertinent and judicious (21). 1 Both 

* thefe accounts, fays he, are attended with very 
' great difficulties ; efpecially that of Dr. Walker, 
' which is abfolutely irrcconcileable with the Earl of 
' Cork's own narrative, from which it appears that 

* his firft Lady died on the 14th of December 1599 ; 


* and that he married his fecond, Sir Geoffery Fen- 

* ton's daughter, the 25th of July 1603 ; fo that it is 
■ impofTible that while he was a widower, he mould 
' enter into any engagements for the latter, while fhe 
4 was in her nurfe's arms, and under two years old ; 
1 fince there was only an interval of three years and 
' eight months between the death of his firft wife, 

* and his marriage with the fecond,' As to Dr. 
Walker, he was a man of a very lively and fertile 
imagination, and therefore I lay no ftrefs at all upon 
the circumftances with which he tells the ftory ; and 
which, as they are manifeftly falfe and abfurd, fo I 
fee no reafon to charge them on the Countefs of War- 
wick, who very probably told the naked truth of this 
ftory, viz. That the Earl of Cork, her father, courted 
the Lady by <wbom he had all his children, in her nurJYs 
arms, and this might be very true. As to what Mr. 
Evelyn fays, it is alfo very agreeable to the Earl of 
Cork's fhort notes of his own life ; for as he went 
over in 1588, and did not marry this lady till the 
Summer of the year 1603, this admits of between 15 
and 16 years from the time he might firft fee the lady 
he afterwards married ; and if fhe was then a little 
more than two years old, Hie might be near eighteen 
when he married her : neither was there any great 
difproportion between their ages, fince he was then 
in his thirty -feventh year. Befides, it is not at all im- 
probable, that his old mafter, the Lord Chief Baron 
Manwood, might recommend him when he went to 
Ireland to Sir Geoffery Fenton ; and if fo, this inter- 
view might happen within a fhort time after his com- 
ing to Dublin ; and thus all the difficulties relating 
to the principal matter of fact are clearly removed, 
and the ftory, as it is told by Mr. Evelyn, fhewn to 
be both poffible and probable. But it may be ob- 
jected, that at lcaft this refts upon fuppofition, and 
that if the lady was older at the time of her marriage, 
all that I have laid down fails to the ground. But 
then this objection alfo is as much founded on fuppo- 
fition, for I think it is impoffible to prove that this 
lady was older. The infeription upon the fine tomb 
that was erected for her in St. Patrick's Church, at 
Dublin, might have cleared up this, if any mention 
had been made therein of the lady's age (22) ; but as 
there is not, we can come at no greater certainty in 
this refpect, than what arifes from the foregoing con- 
jectures, 

to 


(11) See Bor- 
lafe's Hi ftory of 
the Reduction 
of Ireland, 
p. HO. 


BOYLE (Rich. Earl of Cork). 

to be rather increafed than diminifhed under a third : for Charles L had not fat long 
upon the throne, before he manifefted his kindnefs and regard for this noble Peer, in a 
manner very unufual and extraordinary, by conferring titles of honour on his younger 
(a) coiuns, ubi fons, even in their infancy (a) y not only in tacit confideration of the Earl's great fer- 
fara, p. 3 3- v i ces renc iered t0 t h e Crown, and his afting like a good patriot in that ifland, but fo 
exprefled, as the royal motives to thofe fingular marks of diftin£tion [G]. He perfifted 
ftill in the fame courfe, omitted nothing that could contribute to the fecurity or im- 
provement of the Englifh and Proteftant intereft in that ifland, and therefore it was 
thought proper, as well as conducive to the public fatisfattion, on the departure of the 
Lord Deputy Falkland, to make him, in conjunction with the Lord Vifcount Loftus of 
Ely, one of the Lords Juftices; and he was accordingly fo conftituted, Ottober 26, 
1629 (£), and held that high office feveral years. The fplendour of his public charac- 
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[G] As the royal motives to thefe fingular marks of 
diftinflion.~] The cafe of thefe honours flood thus : 
The Lord Falkland being Lord Deputy of Ireland, 
and the Earl of Cork's great friend, he reprefented 
his fervices to the Crown and Nation in fo fair a 
light, that King Charles was pleafed to fend his let- 
ter to the Deputy, dated the 30th of November 1627 
(23), in the third year of his reign, directing him to 
confer the honours of Baron and Vifcount upon the 
Earl's fecond furviving fon Lewis, though he was 
then only eight years old. This letter ran thus : 

* Having taken into our gracious confideration the 

■ many eminent virtues and abilities of our right well 

* beloved coufin Richard Earl of Cork, and his fin- 

■ gular good deferving, as well in planting thofe re- 

* mote parts of our dominions with feveral Englifh 

* colonies, in fettling true religion, and introducing 

* civility and government there, where he found bar- 

* barifm and fuperftition, and in the erecting of feve- 

* ral churches, towers, caftles, and other buildings, 

* at his own charge, for the perpetual fecurity of 

* thofe countries, and our good fubjefts inhabiting 

* in them ; as alfo in zealoufly purfuing all good 

* caufes tending to the advancement of our moft im- 

* portant fervices there ; and undcrltanding that he 
' hath many younger fons, whom he bred in true re- 
' ligion and virtuous difcipline, thereby making them 

* worthy and profitable members of that ftate. We 

* are pleafed for his and their encouragement to be- 

* Row extraordinary marks of our favour upon them, 

* and by that effect (by thefe our letters) to confer 

* upon his fecond fon Lewis Boyle, Efq; the honour, 

* dignity, flile and title of a Baron and Vifcount of 

* that our kingdom, requiring and authorifing you 

* thereby, forthwith to caufe our Letters Patent to 
' be pa/Ted unto him, in confideration of his fervices 

* done, and to be done, unto us and our crown ; 
' thereby to create, conftitute, and ordain him Ba- 

* ron of Bandon- Bridge , and Vifcount Boyle of Ki- 
f nalmeaky in the county of Cork, to hold and enjoy 
1 to him and his heirs male of his body, and for de- 

* fault of fuch ifiue male, the faid honours to be and 
c remain to the heirs male fucceflively of the body of 

'the faid Richard Earl of Cork, begotten, or to be 
' begotten, and to the heirs male of their bodies, 

* and for default of fuch heirs male defcending of the 

* body of the faid Earl, then the fame to be and re- 

* main to the heirs male of him the faid Richard Earl 
' of Cork for ever ; and it is our further pleafure, 

* that you forthwith confer upon the faid Lewis 

* Boyle the honour of Knighthood.' 

The Lord Deputy, by wfoofe intereft and intercef- 
fion this favour was obtained, as well for his own juf- 
tLfication, as in regard to the honour of this noble Earl, 
takes care to enumerate the many and great fervices 
by him performed in his Fiat, dated the 28th of Fe- 
bruary 1627, which in Englifh runs thus (24) : 1 We 

* taking notice of the excellent virtues and high fa- 
f culties of Richard Earl of Cork, in advancing our 
4 affairs in Ireland, not only in Council, but in the 
' government of the province of Munfter, in which 

* he has mewed himfelf to be a perfon of high abi- 

* lities, but alfo in many other works of great mo- 

* ment, viz. in building towns, and fortifying them 

* with fair walls and towers, arid filling them with 

* Englifh colonies, building churches, and reducing 

* the people to civil obedience in eftablifhing reli- 
J gion, extirpating fuperftition, defending the pafles 
4 of that country with caftles, building many bridges 

* for the convenience of the public, guarding the 

* ports and maritime places of the faid province, 

* again ft foreign enemies, in firft introducing manu- 


factures and mechanic arts into the province, and 
afterwards eftablifhing them by guilds and frater- 
nities of artificers, to the plentiful increafe of riches 
and civility, by planting and continually fupport- 
ing leaders and other men experienced in arms 
from England, to the number at leaft of fifteen 
hundred, and to the perpetual fecurity and defence 
of thofe parts, and all this he did at his own ex- 
pence, and by his own induftry; all which tends, 
not only to the prefent utility and ornament of 
thofe parts, but to the perpetual fecurity and de- 
fence of them really indeed excellent, and which 
it is difficult to fay, whether the like were ever un- 
dertaken by any other fubjeft in times paft. In 
contemplation of which, our Father adorned the 
faid Richard with many titles of honour, and placed 
him in the higheft degree of nobility in Ireland* fo 
that we have fcarce any thing left us to heap upon 
our faid coufin, unlefs we derive honours to his 
fons, and pofterity of his name to the perpetual 
elogy of his memory. And we being informed 
that our faid coufin has had a fecond fon named 
Lewis, a youth of great hopes, the true image of 
his father's genius, and in whom is eafy to be feen 
a branch of that tree from whence he is fprung. 
We alfo to fhew our good difpofition to the faid 
Earl, and to give him fome token of our favour, 
which may remain to pofterity in an indelible cha- 
racter, have thought proper to place tlie faid Lewis 
(fur the fake of his father), though in his tender 
years, among the nobles of this kingdom ; and 
therefore by the advice of the Lord Deputy Faulk- 
land, and according to the tenor of our Privy-Seal, 
dated at Weftminfter, the 30th of November in the 
third year of our reign, have and do advance the 
faid Lewis Boyle to the ftate, title, and honour of 
Baron of Bandon-Bridge, &c.' 
At the fame time, by virtue of the King's letters, 
the Lord Deputy by his Fiat of the fame date con- 
ferred the title of a Baron on Roger the Earl's fifth 
fon, by the ftile and title of Lord Boyle of Broghill ; 
and as this young Lord was only between fix and feveri 
years old, a few lines from that inftrument (fhewing 
the reafon of that creation) may not be improper 
(25). * We confidering the many acceptable fer- 

* vices done not only unto us and to our Father, but 
' to all Ireland (efpecially in Munfter), by Richard 
1 Earl of Cork, refpe&ing alfo in him the nobility of 

* his family, as being long made hereditary Lords, 
■ Vifcounts, and his daughters married into many 
c noble families, and having received an account 

* from our faid coufin, that he hath been blefTed with 

* another fon called Roger, from whofe genius and 
c difpofition great things are to be hoped, and willing 
1 to grant more ample favours to our faid coufin, We] 

* for the fake of his father, have taken the faid Ro- 

* ger (as it were out of the cradle), to place him iri 

* a rank of honour, as a Baron of Ireland.' It was 
the more neceflary to take notice of this, becaufe of a 
very ftrange and groundlefs miftake in Mr. BudgelPs 
memoirs of this family, who fays, that this young 
gentleman, after his return from his travels, was 
made a Captain of horfe by the Earl of Northumber- 
land, and Baron of Broghill by the intereft of the 
Earl of Strafford, who had a mind to gain him to his 
party (26) : Whereas it is very plain, that he had 
been raifed to the Peerage very near fix years before 
the Earl of Strafford went firft to Ireland, who was 
fo far from favouring any branch of the Cork family, 
that it is certain, he looked with an evil eye upon 
thefe very creations (27), 
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ter could not, however, defend liim from a fevere ftroke of fortune in his private ca- 
pacity y for on the fixteenth of February he loft his Countefs, by whom he had been 
the father of fifteen children, and for whom he had the moft tender and fincere affec- 
tion (c). He cauled her body to be interred with great lplendour and magnificence in 
the cathedral church of St. Patrick in Dublin, where he erefted a moft pompous mo- 
nument to her memory, which, long afterwards, he was, to his great forrow and mor- 
tification, obliged to pull down and remove^ [H]. As yet, however, his favour 
was fo entire, that he procured a patent for the high office of Lord Treafurer of Ireland, 
into which he was fworn, November 9, 1631, and by a- felicity peculiar to himfelf, for 
which there was no precedent, and which has proved no precedent to any thing of a 
like kind, he had intereft enough to obtain, that this high poft fhould be made heredi- 
tary in his family (e). As this was the greateft, fo it was one of the laft honours he re- 
ceived! for in July 1633 (f), Thomas Lord Wentworth was declared Deputy of Ire- 
land, and foon after went over into that ifland, and took upon him the government. 
While the Earl held the poft of one of the Lord Juftices, he promoted, amongft other 
things, the procuring Proteftants to come over and fettle there from England, with zeal 
and luccefs. He, from the fame principle, contributed alfo to fet the frauds of the 
Popifh Priefts in their true light, by caufing St. Patrick's purgatory, a delufion which 
a long belief had rendered venerable, to be expofed as a trick and an impofture, as it 
really was, to all the world (g). He laboured alfo to fupprefs the infolency of that 
faction, by difpofleffing them of fome new mafs-houfes which they had opened in Dub- 
lin, without, and indeed againft law; and by other methods, which raifed fome cla- 
mour againft him ; but as plainly appears, from a letter written to him by Lord Keeper 
Coventry, his fervices were well received, and he was encouraged to proceed in the 
fame courfe, as indeed he did, fo long as he remained in poffeflion of authority (£). 
This letter, therefore (as hitherto unpublifhed), we have thought expedient to place in 
the Notes, for the information and fatisfadlion of the reader [/]. But this was far from 

being 
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[H] He was to his great forrow and mortification 
obliged to pull down and remove.] This Lady was pri- 
vately interred on the 27th of February 1629-30, but 
her funeral was publicly folemnized on the nth of 
March following, foon after which, the Earl of Cork 
purchafed from the Dean and Chapter of St. Pa- 
trick's church, the inheritance of the upper part of 
the chancel where the vault was, in which the bodies 
of her grandfather by the mother's fide, the Lord 
Chancellor Wefton, and of her father Sir GeofFery 
Fenton, were laid, over which the Earl her hufband 
caufed a fine marble tomb to be erected (28). This 
prefently gave offence to fome people, who fuggefted 
that it flood where the altar ought to ftand, of which 
they complained to the King, who mentioned it to 
Dr. Laud, then Bifhop of London ; who after the 
Lord Wentworth was made Lord Deputy of Ireland, 
and himfelf Archbifhop of Canterbury, moved him 
that it might be inquired into, as it was, and this 
affair made afterwards a very great noife. The Earl 
of Cork procured a letter from Dr. Uiher, then Lord 
Primate of Ireland, and alfo from Dr. Launcelot 
Bulkeley, then Archbifhop of Dublin, juftifying, 
that the tomb did not ftand in the place of the altar, 
and that inftead of being an inconvenience, it was a 
great ornament to the church ; which letters Arch- 
bifhop Laud tranfmitted to the Lord Deputy, and at 
the fame time acquainted him that they did not give 
himfelf any fatisfaction. The poftfcript to this let- 
ter, dated Lambeth, March 11, 1634, is very re- 
markable, and fhews both the rife and the falfehood 
of the common opinion, as if it was the Lord Deputy, 
afterwards Earl of Strafford, fet this matter on foot 
out of prejudice to the Earl of Cork, and being very 
ftiort, I lhall tranfcribe it (29). * I had almoft for- 
■ got to tell you, that all this bufinefs about demo- 

* lifhing my Lord of Cork's tomb is charged upon 
' you, as if it were done only becaufe he will not 

* marry his fon to my Lord Clifford's daughter, and 

* that I do it to join with you ; whereas the com- 

* plaint came againft it to me out Of Ireland, and 
' was prefented by me to the King before I knew 
? that your Lordfhip was named for Deputy there. 
1 But jealoufies know no end.' The Archbifhop af- 
terwards wrote in very ftrong terms to the Earl of 
Cork himfelf, in^which he affirms the fame thing, 
and deals very roundly with his Lordfhip upon that 
and other fubjects, advifing him to leave the whole 
to the Lord Deputy and the Archbifhops. As to the 
iffue of the affair, it appears clearly from a letter of 
the Lord Deputy Wentworth's, dated Auguft 23d, 
1634, to the Archbifhop, in which he delivers him- 
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felf thus (30) : * I have iflued a commiflTon accord- 
4 ing to my warrant, for viewing the Earl of Cork's 
1 tomb : the two Archbifhops and himfelf, with- four 
' Bifhops, and the two Deans and Chapters were 
1 prefent when we met, and made them all fo aftiam- 

* ed, that the Earl deffVes he may have leave to pull 

* it down without reporting further into England ; 
' fo as I am content if the miracle be done though 
r Mohammed do it, and there is an end of the tomb 
c before it come to be entombed indeed. — And for 
' me that my Lord Treafurer do what he pleafe ; I 
' fhall ever wifh his ways may be thofe of honour to 
1 himfelf, and difpatch to my matter's affairs ; but 

* go it as it fhall pleafe God with me, believe me, 
' my Lord, I will be ftill thorow and thorowout one 
s and the fame, and with comfort be it fpoken by 
c myfelf, and your Grace's commendations. * I have 
placed all thefe fads together, becaufe they relate to 
the fame fubject, and though they happened at dif- 
ferent times, they could not well be divided without 
rendering them dark and obfeure ; whereas they are 
perfectly clear and well connected as they now ftand, 
and fully explain a point, of which there are many 
hints, but no diflincl account in any of the hiftories 
of thofe times. It may not be amifs to add, that 
though the tomb has been taken away above a cen- 
tury, yet the infeription that was upon it is ftill ex- 
tant ; but as we have given the fubftance of it al- 
ready, it may fuflice if we inform the reader where 
it is to be found at large (31). 

[/] In the Notes , for the information and fatitfaclion 
of the reader, ,] As foon as this noble Peer found him- 
felf at the head of the government in Ireland, he re- 
folved to put the laws in execution againft Papifts, as 
being fenfible, that good laws were of very little im- 
portance, by being made, if they were not alfo car- 
ried into effect ; and therefore he directed that the 
ftatute in the 2d of Queen Elizabeth for profecuting 
fuch Papifts as did not come to church, fhould be 
given in charge at all the affixes, and he alfo thought 
fit to direct fome mafs-houfes to be fhut up, and fome 
priefts that had taken great liberties to be impri- 
soned ; and of thefe proceedings, at the fame time 
that he gave notice, as the duties of his office re- 
quired, to the Secretaries of State in England, he 
(32) alfo wrote privately to the Lord Keeper, upon (32) Cox's Hift, 
whofe friend fhip he very much depended, who fent of Ireland, 
him the Following epiftle in return, in which as he Vol.ii. p. 54, 
promifes him what fervice lay in his power, fo it mufl 
be remembered to his honour, that he very religioufly 
kept his word, and was at all times and in all circum- 
ftances the Earl of Cork's fall friend ft> long as he 
4 lived, 


(3O Collins'i 
Peerage, Vol. ii* 
p. a6j. 


ft) Letter from 
the Lords Juf- 
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taining the State 
of Ireland, dated 
Dublin Caftle, 
Feb. 26, 1631. 
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Letters, Vol, i. 
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being the only material ferviccthut he rendered the State* during the time he was at the 
head of it. He was very inftrum«ital in putting the army 5 which was of prodigious 
confequence in that country, upon a right foot 3 and fecuring for it a regular and com- 
petent fubfiftence, and in tranfplanting a multitude of barbarous Irilh Septs or Clans^ 
out of the fruitful and well cultivated province of Leinfter, into the wilds and deferts 
of the county of Kerry (/). He was alfo diligent and a<5tive in his office as Lord High- 
Treafurer, and was at great pains in endeavouring to procure a mint to be fettled in that 
kingdom, his reafons for which, that they may be preferved, which may perhaps be a 
means of procuring them their due weight, as they were never printed before, appear in 
the notes (k) [/v-]. On the coming over of the Lord Deputy Wentworth, though fome 
civilities pafled between them, and they foon after engaged in a family-treaty for the 
marriage of the Lord Vifcount Dungarvan with the daughter of Lord Clifford of Lanef- 
borough (I) j to whom the Deputy was nearly related, yet a coldnefs quickly • arofe, 
which (welled by degrees into unkindnefs and hatred on both fides- The Lord Deputy 
came over full of an opinion, that the Earl of Cork had too much power and too great 
intereft : therefore he fet himfelf ifnmediately to leflen both, and encouraged all who 
fhewed an inclination to oppole him ; which, amongft many other controverfies between 
him and other perfons in office, produced one with the then Chancellor of the Exche- 
quer, of which we are able to fay fomething more than has been hitherto known (;») [L]. 

Abundance 
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lived, though it coft him fome ill will from other 
great men who had not the fame opinion of the Earl 
that he had. 

The Lord Keeper Coventry to the Earl of Cork. 

* M vei ^ S 00 ^ L°ni, I have received your Lord- 
c fhip's letters of the 9th of this month, whereby 

* you have been plcafed to give me private advertife- 
' ment of that which by your general letters to my 

* Lords of the Council, was yellerday imparted to 

* the b6ard, concerning the late paflages at Dublin, 

* touching thofe fuperftitious houfes, which, wilh 
' fuch infolence and tumults, were fought to be 

* maintained in that chief city of the kingdom* 
' againft the laws, his Majefty's ftrict proclamation, 

* and the policy of the public Hate and government. 

* Wherein, as your Lordfliip will perceive, by the 
€ general letters from hence in anfwer of yours, how 

* gracioufly his Majcfty (who was prefent in Council 
€ at the firft. reading of them) did and doth accept 

* that good fervice, and how ready the Lords were to 
c give you the juft applaufe and commendation of 

* your own well deferving in it ; fo mull J, in parti - 
J cular, acknowledge the refpect you were pleafed to 

* mew me in your private letters, and return your 

* Lordfliip many hearty thanks for- the fame : And if 
d there fhall fall out occafion hereafter for your mak- 

* ing me beholden to you in the like kind, for any 

* thing that fhall concern his Majefty's fervice, your 

* Lordfhip fhall find me careful to do you right to 

* his Majefty and the Lords, and in all refpeefs to- 
' wards your Lordfliip, to fhew myfelf, your Lord- 

* fhip's very affured to do you fervice, * 

THO. COVENTRY. 

Durham houfe, 31 January, 1629. 

It is very probable, that this letter encouraged the 
Earl of Cork, as one of the Lords Juftices, to proceed 
farther in this way, notwithstanding the people even 
at Dublin were fo infolent, as to fet at liberty by 
force a Prieft he had committed (33). He, there- 
fore, fhut up fifteen new religious houfes, and feized 
them to the King's ufe, as he did another principal 
houfe of theirs in the Back-Lane in Dublin, which 
was granted to the college ; and thereupon a rector 
and fcholars were.fent thither, and lectures fet up, to 
which the Lords Juftices came fometimes (34) ; but in 
Lord Wentworth's time this houfe was recovered by 
its owners in a legal way, and afterwards let to the 
fame ufe, which was made one of the articles of im- 
peachment againft him (35). 

[K] As they were nevtr printed before, appear in the 
notes,'] In all the reigns from the conqueft of Ireland, 
in that of Henry II., there was money coined in Ire- 
land down to that of Queen Elizabeth, when the- 
money coined for them was tranfmitted from Eng- 
land : thefe pieces were ^ftampt with a harp, and 
from thence were called harpers, but they w?re not 
of pure filver, and of the value only of nine-pence. 
In the two laft years of her reign, fhe fent over pieces 
in which the mixture of filver was fo fmall, that 

Vol. II. 


what the people were commanded by proclamation to 
receive for- a milling, was worth no more than two- 
pence halfpenny (36). King James and King Charles (36) Sir James 
reftored the harpers to their original value, but elta- Ware'frWorlrt, 
blifhed no mint, to procure which, the Lord Trea- Vol. u. p.*i«* 
furer tranfmitted the following reafons to England. 

Reafons why a Mint mould be in Ireland. 

* Firft, it is the fountain and the life of trade. 

* Secondly, if there be money coined here, it 
c will be a great caufe to keep it in England, and to 

* enrich both Kingdoms. 

? Thirdly, few fubjects have the means which they 

* of this Kingdom have, to bring in Bullion ; be- 
1 caufe the moll part of their traffic is victual ; fo that 

* (we think) if there were any impofmon laid upon 

* them, they would be very willing to bring in the 

* tenth or fifth part in Bullion for fuch commodi- 
t ties as they carry forth ; to the fetting forward of 
' fo good a work, being certain of fuch a rate as now 

* it is in England. 

' Fourthly, for want of this mint the merchant is 

* difcouraged for bringing Bullion into this King- 

* dom, becaufe we are not able to make a return, 

* unlefs we tranfport the fame into England to the 

* mint there, which is an adventure contrary to the 
' laws of the land, fo that we cannot give a price an*- 
f fwerable to their expectation. 

* Fifthly, as concerning the charge that the under- 
5 takers of fo noble a work fhall be at, his Majefty 
c (we conceive) will be willing that the fifths, which 

* fhall accrue and arife to himfelf, fhall firft go to 

* fatisfy the ondertakers, in full fatisfaction for their 
■ difburfemcnts, towards that bufinefs, which (we 
( conceive) in a fhort time will be regained again. 

' Sixthly, this mint will be a means to bring over 

* men of fkill, and tools and inftruments fitting to 

* feek and make tryal of mines in this Kingdom, 
' which we fuppofe may hereafter be found ; and we 
1 fuppofe the mine here already found will be a help ; 

* and likewife this mint will be a means to bring in 

* an afTay and touch in this kingdom, that we may 

* work at a certainty, according to the afTay of Eng- 
c land, which without an iiffay-mafter we cannot/ 

22d October, 1632. 

The reader will obferve, that mention is made in 
thefe reafons of filver mines discovered in Ireland, 
which, by the King's authority, one Captain Whit- 
more was impowered to work, and the Earl of Straf- 
ford had great hopes of them, but at laft they came to 
nothing (37) ; but it is not probable this had any in- 
fluence on the propofal for a mint, which I fuppofe 
failed rather by our Earl's lofs of power, and credit 
at court. 

[L] 7*o fay fomenjohat more than has been hitherto 
knovun,~\ It was very natural for the chief governors 
of Ireland to be extremely difpleafed with the Earl's 
having obtained the office of Lord High-Treafurer in 
fee ; and, therefore, fince this act was not to be un- 
done, they ftudied to reduce the power of the Lord 
Treafurer, in which they have fucceeded very well. 

6 C But 
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Abundance of fuits were ftirred up againft him by the fame means ; and befides the 
cutting infuk offered to him in obliging him to demolifh his Lady's tomb, though he 
would willingly have built a fcreen before it, he fuflfered daily new mortifications (»). 
The Lord Deputy, afterwards Lord Lieutenant and Earl of Strafford, continued firm 
in his purpofe, and took care to keep thofe, upon whofe affiftance he depended mod in 
England, in a continual ftatc of jealoufy as to the Earl of Cork, which he did not find 
very hard to do, the Archbifhop of Canterbury being already a declared adverfary to 
the Earl, on the fcbre of fuppofed injuries done to the Church (0) and Secretary Cooke 
feems to have approved the defign of raifing the King's revenue at any rate ; fo that 
after all his long fervices to the Crown, and notwithftanding all the improvements made 
for promoting the Englifh Proteftant intcrcft in Ireland, the Earl of Cork was, for 


(ft) Sec this 
point further 
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note [N]. 
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cated by the 
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But the firft ftep was not quite fo fortunate, fince the 
Treafurer prevailed in this conteft ; upon which he 
wrote to Mr. John Weft, an officer of great know- 
ledge in England, from whom he received the fol- 
lowing clear and dec i live anfwer; which, for fome 
, reafons contained therein, is not quite fo clear as it 

( 3 S) Ccmmuni- otherwi f e might have been ^g). 

To the Right Honourable the Earl of Cork, &c. 

* ^ I G H T Honourable and my fingular good 

* Lord, I have received your Lordlhip's letter by 
f the hands of Mr. Sidnam, wherein I found your 

* Lordlhip's kind remembrance of the care I took for 

* the recovery of the health of the young lady your 

* Lordfhip's fvveet daughter, which it pieafed God to 

* give a bleffing unto, to my great comfort, your 

* Lordlhip's noble favours to me binding me hereto. 

* I am much troubled that I received your Lordlhip's 
€ letters in a time wherein I was com palled with fo 

* many extremities which had fallen upon me, as the 

* ftone and the gout, holding me with violence and 
c intolerable pain in my right thigh, which I broke, 

* waiting on my old mailer King James, at Guild- 
4 ford in Surry ; and laftly, a great weaknefs in my 

* fight, which old age and much reading have 

* brought upon me, having no other remedy for all 

* this but patience, which it hath pieafed God to 
' grant me, and in his goodnefs I hope will more 

* and more afford me. 

* As touching the anfwering thofe queftions which 
f are contained in your Lordlhip's letter, viz. 

* Firft, whether within the verge of the Exche- 
c quer, and coming from the Exchequer-Chamber 

* into the Court of Exchequer, the Lord Treafurer 

* or the Chancellor of the Exchequer have prece- 

* dency, and fo in their going out which of them 

* goeth foremoft fo long as they are within the court ? 
' The Lord Treafurer without any que ft ion hath the 

€ precedency, and is chief officer of that court ; and in 
1 the Exchequer Chamber hath the ftrft place ; but in 

* the Exchequer Court the Chancellor fitteth upper- 

* moft, as it hath been always reputed, 
€ Secondly, Where they are placed within the 

9 court, and whether Mr. Chancellor or Lord Trea- 

* furer taketh the upper hand ? 

* This is anfwered in the ftrft que ft ion, 
' Thirdly, Upon Englifh bills preferred in the Kx- 

« chequer, to whom they are directed, with the words 
1 of the title or direction, whether it be to the Lord 

* Treafurer, and Chancellor, and Barons ; or to the, 

* Chancellor, Lord Treafurer, and Barons ? 

* To the Lord Treafurer, Chancellor, and Barons. 

* Laftly, Whether upon Englifh bills preferred in 
1 that court ; the fubpeena require th appearance to 
9 be, coram Cancellario, Thefaurario, Sc Baronibus, 

* and under whofe tell thofe fubpeenas go, and all 

* other procefs upon Englifh bills ? 

* All the fubpeenas are returnable coram Baronibus, 

* and tell, the Chief Baron. 

* The fubpeenas, ad a 11 die nd' judie' upon hearing 

* of caufes in the Exchequer Chamber are coram The- 

* faurario, Cancellario, & Baronibus, teft. the Lord 
< Chief Baron. 

' And thus having briefly anfwered the afore faid 

* queftions, and no$ being able to enlarge my firft 

* aim further at this time, by reafon of fome of my 

* friends abfence out of town, with whom I meant to 

* have had fome conference, efpecially touching the 
€ Chancellor's fitting above the Lord Treafurer in 

* the open Court, the Lord Treafurer always going 

* before him at the rifing - - - of the Court. When 
« I mall have further fatisfied myfelf herein, I will 
« make bold to give your Lordfhip further fatisfa&ion 
« therein ; for I am ftrong of opinion, that it is not 


E by way of any precedency, but to make the Lord 
: Treafurer's greataefs the more eminent, by fitting 
' in the midft as it were, having the Chancellor on 
1 the right hand, and the Chief Baron on the left, 
( and this is my conceit; but hereafter your Lord- 
« fhip fhall underftand more. And this with the re- 

< membrance of my humble duty and fervice to your 

< Lordfhip, I reft for ever your Lordlhip's humble 

* fervant, 

JO. WEST/ 

19th December, 1635. 

His Lord (hip was fo very folicitous about this af- 
fair, that he wrote by the fame mefTen ger to Sir Ju- 
lius Caefar on the fame fubjeel, from whom he re- 
ceived the following clear and decifive anfwer; as I 
have taken it from the original in his own hand- 
writing, communicated by a perfon of worth in Ire- 
land. 

The Mafter of the Rolls (in England) to the Lord 
Treafurer in Ireland. 

Right honourable and my 'very good Lord % 

€ T Have received your Lordlhip's by Mr. Sidnam, 

* in the firft whereof, I find many of your moft 

* honourable favours both to myfelf, and my nephew 

* July Smith, as likewife, to his father before him, 

* being once your Lordlhip's chaplain, for all which 
4 I moft humbly thank your Lordfhip, and will en- 

* deavour on my part by all pofTible means to requite 

* the fame. And I humbly befeech your Lordfhip 
' to continue your favour towards my nephew July 

* Smith, for his preferment hereafter, as occafion 

* fhall happen ; and I pray your Lordfhip to reft 

* affured, that I will always be thankful for the 

* fame. Now touching your Lordlhip's four quef- 
1 tions ; I know not your ufage of Ireland, but I 

* will anfwer th that I know, as being above twenty- 
' one years fince, a Chancellor of the Exchequer in 

* England myfelf, for the fpaoe of eight years at 

* lead. 

1 L That the Lord Treafurer of England hath the 

* precedency of the Chancellor of the Exchequer, 

* both in the Exchequer and all places wherefoever. 

* II. That in their fitting in the Exchequer ; al- 

* beit, the Chancellor fits on the right hand of the 

* Lord Treafurer upon the bench, yet the Lord Trea- 
1 furer fitteth above him, for that he fitteth next to 
1 the King's arms in the Exchequer-Court, and in 
' the Exchequer- Cham her fitteth alone upon the 
1 high bench, and the Chancellor upon the bench of 

* the right hand, and the Lord Chief Baron with 
1 the reft of the Barons on the Bench on the left 

* hand. 

* III. That when there is a Lord Treafurer in 

* being, the Englifh bills in the Exchequer-Cham- 
1 ber are preferred to the Lord Treafurer, Chancel- 
f lor, and Barons, and not to the Chancellor, Lord 

* Treafurer, and Barons. 

' IV. That the fubpeenas upon Englifh bills pre- 

* ferred, in that court require the appearance to be 

* coram Thefaurario, Cancellario, & Baronibus, 

* and not coram Cancellario, Thefaurario, & Baro- 
' nibus ; and under the teft of the Lord Chief Baron : 

* And if it pleafe your Lordfhip, thus much will be 
' teftified under the hands of all the ancient Clerks 

* of the Exchequer, who marvel very much that any 
c one fhould doubt thereof ; and I moft humbly take 

* my leave, your Lordlhip's humble fervant, 


Received as the former let- \ 
ter was, Jan. 13, 1635. 1 
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feven years together, abandoned to the refentments of a man, much inclined, and no 
lefs able, to hurt him [M]. But it was not many years before a new change happened, 
which delivered the Earl from this oppreflion, and in fome meafure put his antagonift 
in his power. The Earl of Strafford being impeached of high-treafoil in England, and 
the Earl of Cork being there in the fpring of 1641, when that Lord was put upon his 
trial, the Earl being brought by order of the Houfe of Commons to fupport their 
charge, he gave evidence againfl him (p) \ which, though that great perfon took very 
much amifs, fo far as to proceed to very injurious infinuacions, yet the Earl of Cork de- 
clared, he did not come to England with any defire or defign to injure or profecute him 
for things paft ; and, as a proof, owned that he had brought no papers or proofs over 
with him ; but being in town and fummoned, he thought himfelf obliged to obey, 
fubmit to be examined, and tell the truth (q). He returned to Ireland loon after, and 
had not been there long before that fatal rebellion broke out, which was fo detrimental 
to this, and fhameful to that, country. It was very Hidden and unfufpefted, as may 
appear from the farft account the Earl of Cork had of it, who, in cafe it had been fooner 
detefted, would fcarcely have been found from home at fo critical a juntture, when f r ; Letter to 
both the public, and all his private concerns, were at flake (r). This account, how- £ e h "fctf 01 
ever, is unqueftionably true [iV]. It does not appear, from any memorials nOW eX- Commons in 

tant, 
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woVth* Trial of be preferred againft him by the Attorney-General, 


[M] Much inclined, and no lefs able, to hurt him.] 
The con troverfy between thefe two noble perfons, is 
ft very curious and a very ufeful piece of hiftory. We 
have feveral touches of it in fome of the bell books 
extant, in relation to thofe times ; and there are 
fome hints of it, even in our general hiftories ; but 
we have no where any accounts, either of the rife of 
this mifunderftanding, or how far it proceeded ; and 
therefore it may not be amifs to examine it a little 
more particularly. There feems to have been feveral 
caufes of the Earl of Strafford's diflike of the Earl of 
Cork ; but I will name only three. His Lord (hip 
was Deputy of Ireland, many months before he went 
over thither, and in that fpace of time he wrote 
feveral letters to the Lords Juftices, of whom the Earl 
of Cork was one ; and in thefe it plainly appears, 
that he was not a little offended with fome points of 
their conduct, in which he thought his mailer's or- 
ders (but fent by his advice) were not refpe&fully 
enough obeyed (39). Another caufe of his diflike 
was, the authority and intereft of the Earl of Cork, 
which he makes no fcruple of declaring in his letters, 
that he was determined to bring down, as fuppofing 
that if he could humble the great Earl of Cork, no 
body in that country could give him much trouble 

(40) . A third reafon was, that he looked upon the 
Earl of Cork, as a man chiefly promoted by the Lord 
Vifcount Falkland, who had proved no friend to 
Strafford, and whofe friends therefore he difliked 

(41) . We have mentioned in the text, various in- 
ftances of the pains taken to difquiet the Earl of 
Cork, and we (hall add fome others here : as for in- 
Itance, the forcing the Earl to appear at the Coun- 
cil-Table, in relation to an affair of no great confe- 
quence : threatening him with imprifonment in cafe 
he difobeyed the Lord Deputy's orders, and all this 
openly in the fight and hearing of fuch as attended 
the Council-Table, with a view to leffen his general 
credit and efteem (42) : the caufing informations to 
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in order to deprive him of part of his eftate ; which, 
in one cafe, was carried fo far, that the Earl was 
content to give fifteen thoufand pounds to procure 
his pardon, and to have all the proceedings taken off 


himfelf acknowledged upon a very folemn occafton, 
yet I do not find, that he relied much upon the Lord 
Deputy's protection ; iince, on the 27th of June 1637 
(46), he was contented to join with the Earl in a pe- 
tition to the Lord Deputy and Council, the prayer of relating to Ire- 
which was, that they would appoint arbitrators to ,and » b ? ?t w " 
decide their controverfies, which was accordingly p ' 
done ; and the Biihop of Derry and the Mailer of the 
Wards were afligned upon this petition ; and they af- 
terwards made the report, by which it appeared, that 
the Earl had never purchafed any thing dire&ly from 
the Church, but from other perfons for valuable 
confiderations forty years before, when he was not fo 
well acquainted with the ftate of Ireland, and that 
for the fake of Religion ; and becaufe through the 
alienations of former Biihops, there was not then 
above fifty pounds a year left to the See, the Earl 
was content to forego a part of his rights ; in confe- 
quence of which, the arbitrators awarded Lifmore and 
the lands belonging thereto, to the Earl ; and Ard- 
more with other lands to the Biihop (47) : fo that (47) Cox's Hift, 
there feems to be no juft caufe, in refpeft to this of Ireland, 
matter, either to blame the Earl of Strafford for fup- Vol. ii. p. 58. 
porting Biihop Atherton againft the Earl, or to fud- 
ged, as fome have done, that the Earl of Cork had 
too great a hand in bringing him to the gallows, that 
he might be free from the law- fu its he had brought 
againft him in right of his See ; for thefe, as we have 
fhewn, were over before, and confequently the Earl 
had lefs to fear from him, than from any of his fuc- 
ceffors. But notwithstanding thefe differences be- 
tween the two noble Earls, it is certain, that Strafford 
had a great kindnefs for the Lord Vifcount Dungar- 
van, the Earl of Cork's eldeft fon, and was very in- 
strumental in his marriage, with the Earl of Cumber- 
land's daughter, by which the family acquired their 
Enghfh honours (48). He was likewife a very good ( 4 g) Seethe 
friend to the Archbifhop of Tuam, the Earl of Cork's article of 
near kinfman (49), and to his fon-in-law the Lord BOYLE 
Goring, fon to the Earl of Norwich fco). (Richard) 

x:) ' Earl of Burling- 

* # * [It is certain, that the Earl of Strafford be- ton andC ° r k. 
haved in a very arrogant and haughty manner to the s * ehis 
Earl of Cork ; and that the conduct of the Lord D 
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— e- Earl of Strafford. 

fhc file (43) : by bearing very hard upon families, to P ut ^ was fu ff . a ? U cou * not ^onMy be expend among* that 
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efpecially a man of fo much worth and merit as the VoL P- 35 6 - 

noble fubjeft of this article. His Lordfhip gave evi- ^^^'f* 
dence at Strafford's trial, that when he had com- p. 155? ° " 
menced a fuit at law, in a cafe in which he appre- 
hended himfelf to be aggrieved, the Earl of Strafford, 
in the moft arbitrary manner, forbad his profecuting 
his fuit, faying to him, c Call in your writs, or if 
* you will not, I will clap you in the caftle ; for I 
1 tell you, I will not have my orders difputed by law, 
1 nor lawyers (*).' Strafford was defirous that all (*) Trial of 
perfons in Ireland fhould be obliged to fubmit impli- Strafford, as 
citly to his will, and the pleafure of his mafter • and P ublifliediu 
employed the moft violent and unjuftifiable methods hiS^. 
for that purpofe ; and, therefore, it is no fubjefr, of leaions,Vol. it. 
furprife, that a man of fuch rank and fpirit as the P* »75- 
Earl of Cork was, fhould not live upon good terms 
with a Lord-deputy of fuch a character.] T. 


which he was nearly allied, and per: 
clofe relation to him ; fuch as the Lord Chancellor 
Lofthoufe, Vifcount Ely, the Earl of Kildare, and 
others : the refufing him licence to go over to Eng- 
land when his affairs required it, merely to prevent 
his raifing up a contrary intereft at Court (44) : but 
above all, Strafford's prejudice againft the Earl of 
Cork, appears plaineft from his own letters, in which 
he avowedly propofes to obtain a vaft fum of money 
fof the Revenue, by informations brought againft 
this Nobleman, provided no favour was lhewn htm 
by the King, but he was left totally in the Lord De- 
puty's hands (45) : laftly, the countenancing fuch as 
fet up againft him, or in any way endeavoured to 
difturb him in his peace, or in his gbfleffions. Yet 
with regard to one inftance of this kind that is com- 
monly mentioned, it feems to be pretty much out of 
the cafe ; I mean, the fuit fet on foot by Dr. John 
Atherton, Biihop of Waterford and Lifmore, who, 


[N] This account, however, is unqueftionably trueJX 


though he was promoted by the Earl of Strafford, as The lrifh Rebellion was fo *ery clofely carried, and 
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(t) From bis 
own Letter to 
the Speaker, 
Lenthall, 


( u ) Taken from 
the fame Letter. 


f w J*See that 
Letter in Or- 
rery's Letters, 
p. 4. 


(*) Orrery's 
Letters, p. 5, 
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tant, that the Earl of Cork had ferved in his youth ; and yet, in his attendance on Sir 
George Carew, he muft have feen a good deal of fervice. He addreffed himfelf, how- 
ever, now it was neceflary, to this new trade of a foldier, as if it had been his oldjpro- 
feffion; and it is ajmoft incredible, how great a figure he made therein. The caille of 
Lifmore, his capital feat, he rendered a fortrefs capable of impofing refpeft on the 
Irifh ; his fervants were armed and difciplined immediately ; he repaired to Youghall, 
which was but a weak place, in perfon ; and fummoning all his tenants to ferve under 
his fons, whom he put at their head without delay, he faw himfelf, before Chriftmas, at 
the head of a little army of five hundred horfe and foot, welUrmed, well difciplined, 
and in good order, of his own people, under himfelf and his four fons, and which* 
perhaps, was no very pleafing circumftance, all in his own pay (s). He now reaped £{ r ^ Hift * 
the benefit of his own great induftry and cautiorTin planting his country with Englifh voi^V^. 
only for they adhered to him fteadily ; and his appearance in Munfter was fo formi- * 
dable, that it was the laft part of the. kingdom which the rebels ventured to attack. It 
is indeed worthy of memory, how he difpofed and regulated his little force, fo as to 
make it anfwer fo many purpofes. His eldeft fon, the Lord Vifcount Uungarvan, he 
fent with a fine troop of horfe, to join the Lord Prefident St. Leger his lecond fon, 
the Lord Vifcount Kynelmeaky, was appointed to defend his own tow/i, for his fajther, - 
had given it him, of Bandonbridge, well feated, well fortified, and well peopled, there 
being in it upwards of feven thoufand fouls, Englifh Proieftants, and not a fmgle Papift 
in the place (/). His fon Roger, Lord Broghill, was left in Lifmore-caftle to defend 
it ; and his fon Francis, the youngeft that was able to aft, remained with himfelf. In^ 
this pofture he continued many months, gaining frequent advantages over the rebels, 
from whom, in lefs than the fpace of a year, his forces took feveral ftrong caftles, -and 
killed them upwards of three thoufand men (#). But he paid his own troops all this- 
time regularly, and when his money was gone, converted his plate into coin, thinking 
it better beftowed in defending his lands, than in being buried in the earth to keep it 
out of the hands of the Irifh. At laft, however, his forces, his treafure, and his pa- 
tience, were almoft worn out, which forced him to write to the Speaker of the Englilh 
Parliament in very prefling terms, and to lay the condition of the province open in the. 
moft moving manner poflible (w). But what is very extraordinary, and deferves to be" 
for ever remembered to the honour of this noble perfon," when every body almoft de- 
fpaired of the public fafety, and were afraid of exafperating the rebels, he had the cou- 
rage to think of punifhing them for their offences, and that too in a legal way : neither 
was this in a few cafes, or againft particular perfons, more eafy to be brought tQ juftice, 
or who might be fuppofed to have given immediate caufe of refentment to this noble 
perfon, but generally (x). Bills were found, by juries free from all exception, againft 
the Vifcounts, Roch, Mountgarret, Ikerrin, and Mufkerry; the Lords, Dunboyne, 
Caftelconnel, and the heir of Lord Cahir, Theobald Bourke, Baron of Loughmere ; 
and Richard Butler, Efq; of Kilcalh, brother to the Earl of Ormond, with all perfons 


(51) Hift.of the 
Reduction of 
Ireland, p. 72. 


(52) Cox's Hi ft. 
of Ireland, 
Vol. ii. p. 71, 


(53) Memoir! 
Of Lord Broghill, 
afterwards Earl 
of Orrery, by 
the Rev. Mr. 
Morrice, p. 6. 


fome of thofe concerned in it, were fuch deep Poli- 
ticians, that they found ways and means not only to 
blind fuch as were mod fincerely attached to the Eng- 
lifh and Proteftant intereft, but, which is very extra- 
ordinary, made them /ubfervient to their pernicious 
defigns. The profecution of the Earl of Strafford 
was driven on by them, and part of the Irifh Com- 
mittee fent over to profecute him in England, were 
Papifts. But the molt fingular turn of all was, that 
they hindered 4000 men from being fent to Spain, 
becaufe of the great danger the nation might be in, 
from having fo many men returned upon them, per- 
fectly well difciplined, and who knew every creek 
and corner of the country, out of a country always 
an inveterate enemy of England ; but at bottom they 
wanted thefe very men to join them in the rebellion, 
as they afterwards did (51). By this thorough difli- 
mulation, they had acquired fuch a degree of credit, 
that they were in hopes of feeing the military ftores, 
and what quantity of arms were in the hands of the 
Government, and where placed ; by giving out, that 
fome of the Lord Strafford's 'creatures had framed a 
plot for blowing up the Parliament, and in this they 
had certainly fucceedecf, if Sir John Borlafe, who 
was one of the Lords Juftices and Matter of the Ord- 
nance, had not wifely and ftoutly refufed it (52). 
But the fulleft proof of the fecurity of the Proteftants, 
and the art of the Papifts, will appear by the follow- 
ing fingular account of the firft notice the Earl of 
Cork had of the rebellion, which we^have from the 
Rev. Mr. Morrice, Chaplain to the firft Earl of Or- 
rery, who probably had it from that Lord's own 
mouth ; we mall give it in his own words, obferving 
only, that the day on which this tran faction hap- 
pened was the 27th of October 1641 (53). * About 
f two or three days after Lord Broghill's arrival in Ire* 

* land, he waited on his father at Caftle-Lyons, 

* where the Earl of Barriniore, who had married Lord 


Broghill's fitter, had invited them to dinner. They 
met at Caftle-Lyons, Lord Mufkerry, and fome 
others of the Irifh nation, all Papifts, with whom, 
they were very free and familiar : but it happened 
while they were at dinner, that a gentleman came 
to my Lord of Cork with letters, "who before he 
could be perfuaded to fit down, defired to fpeak 
with his Lordfhip in private, and then, with hor- 
ror in his face, told him, that the Irifh had been in 
Rebellion three days ; that they had committed 
many outrages and cruelties upon the Englifh, and 
that in all the country from Linftcr down towards 
Clonmel (through which he had paffed) the Irifh 
Rebels were in arms, fo that he was forced to choofe 
all the bye-ways he could find, that he might bring 
thofe Aid tidings to his Lordftup. My Lord of 
Cork would difcover no furprize at this difmal 
news, but defired him to fit down to dinner, and 
fay nothing. As foon^as dinner was over, my Lord 
of Cork opened his packet, wherein he found pro- 
clamations to warn the Engliuh to be on their de* 
fence, declaring withal, that Rebellion, and the 
difcovery of it. His Lordihip communicated the 
account to the company then prefent ; but Lord 
Mufkerry feemed to make light of it, and treated 
it as a ridiculous thing without truth or foundation : 
however, they all forthwith prepared to return to 
their feveral homes, and my Lord of Cork fent 
notice of the tidings he had received, together with, 
a proclamation to Sir William St. Leger, then Lord 
Prefident of Munfter, and went back with his com- 
pany to Lifmore. After the Earl of Cork was 
gone, Lord Mufkerry alfo returned home, ftill per- 
fifting there was no fuch thing as a rifmg either then 
in being, or intended to be ; but the next account 
was, that Lord Mufkerry himfelf was up in Rebel- 
lion in the weftein parts, with many thoufands of 
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of note or figure, either laity or clergy, who dwelt, or had committed a£ts of rebellion 
in the counties of Cork or Waterford, to the number of eleven hundred, which bills of 
indidtment his Lordfhip tranfmitted to England, fignifying, at the fame time, his refo- 
lution to profecute all thefe perfons to an outlawry (y ). One would have imagined, 
that this muft have provoked the rebels to have employed their then fuperior forces 
againft the province of Munfter in general, and the country of the great Earl of Cork 
more efpecially ; but Sir William St. Leger, then Prefident, kept them in awe as long 
as he lived, though he had but a very inconfiderable force (z). On his death, the Pro- 
vifional Command was conferred, by common confent, upon the Lord Inchiquin, who 
had married the Prefident's daughter ; the rebels, either having conceived Tome hope 
becaufe he was of an old Irifli family, or beyond meafure exafperated at his a&ing 
againft them, marched with a numerous army to attack him ; and September 3, 1642, 
they came to a battle at Lifcarrol, in which the rebels were defeated > and the only per- 
fon of note killed on the fide of the Englifh, was the Vifcount Kynelmeaky, whole 
body was interred in the tomb erefted by the Earl of Cork for his family at Youghall {a) . 
His father fhewed his conftancy in fupporting this misfortune with firmnefs > and was 
not more affected with his private, than with the public, calamity [O]. He continued 
his fervices to the kingdom with the fame warmth and fpirit, though he was no longer 
in a condition to do fuch mighty things as at the beginning, his eftate being wafted and 
deftroyed, his towns converted into garrifons, his houfes into caftles, his tenants in 
arms in the field, his fervants doing duty in his prefence, and his very goods difpofed 
of to pay them. But what he could do he did, and continued his fons ih arms, rilking 
his whole family on the fame bottom with the Proteftant intereft in Ireland (£). Yet 
how well foever he kept up his fpirits in appearance, his inward concern, joined to the 
infirmities incident to old age, and the want of reft and quiet, made him break apace ; 
and as if there had been fome fecret connection between this nobleman's fortune and that 
of his adopted country, he went to his grave on the very day (as is faid) that the cefla- 
tion was concluded with the Irilh at Sigginftown, viz. Sept. 15, 1643 (r). He Was 
interred in his own chapel, in his parifh church at Youghall, near the noble monument 
he had railed for his family, which is with great care and decency preferved to oui* 
times, with the inferiptions in relation to the honours he acquired, and the noble and 
numerous pofterity he left behind him (d). His name is mentioned with honour by 
fuch as beft underftood the Hiftory of Ireland, and who confidered him as one of the 
greateft promoters of the Engliih intereft, that ever fettled in that ifland [P]. His 
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Marquis of Or- 
mond and Lord 
Goring. 

(c) Borlafe's 
Hift. p. 209. 


(d) Thorefby'* 
Hift. of IiceJs, 
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(55) JW.p. 5. 


(56) See this 
explained in 
note [H]. 


[O] Was not more affetled with his private, than 
with the public calamity .] In this battle, which was 
very glorious for the Englifh, who, with a force far 
inferior to that of the enemy, defeated them entirely; 
the Earl of Cork had four fons all at the head of 
troops of his own railing, ' viz. his eldeft fon, the 
Lord Vifcount Dungarvan ; Lewis, Lord Vifcount 
Kynelmeaky ; Roger, Lord Broghill, and Francis, 
afterwards Lord Shannon. They all . diftinguifhed 
themfelves, as became men defcended from an ancient 
Englifh family ; and Lord Kynelmeaky falling on 
the fpot, his brother Francis, though not full twenty 
years of age, molt gallantly refcued his body and his 
horfe out of the hands of the rebels ; of which fact 
we are afcertained by a letter under the Earl of-Cork's 
hand, to the Marquis of Ormond, dated from Youg- 
hall, October 7, 1642 (54), in order to procure the 
company of foot which the deceafed Vifcount had 
commanded, for his elder brother Dungarvan ; and 
the troop of horfe which he alfo had, for his younger 
brother Francis. In this letter written on fo melan- 
choly an occafion, and fo foon after fo great a lo fs, 
the Earl mews a Roman magnanimity, and takes 
comfort for his fon's death, from the glorious man- 
ner of his dying. His Lordfhip had, alfo, occafion 
to difcover the fame fteadinefs of mind, in refpect to 
his fon-in-law the Earl of Barrimore, who died Sep- 
tember 29, in the fame year, that is, about three 
weeks after the battle of Liicaroll, of whom he tells 
the Marquis of Ormond, that he left a diftreffed wife 
with four children, an incumbered and disjointed 
eftate, all his country and livelihood being little bet- 
ter than wafted, which induced him to folicit that 
generous nobleman, then commander in chief of the 
forces in Ireland, to continue the command of a troQp 
of horfe to the Earl's eldeft fon, for the better up- 
holding of fuch an ancient and honourable family 
(55). I mention this the rather, becaufe it clearly 
fhews the care taken by the Earl of Cork, to render 
the private eftablifhments of his family beneficial to 
the public, as they eminently were during the time 
of the great rebellion in Ireland, as the reader may 
eafily colled! from the account that will be hereafter 
given, of the manner in which his Lordfhip difpofed 
of all his daughters (56). 
Vol. II. 


[P] One of the greateft promoters of the Snglijh in- 
tereft , that ever fettled in that ifland It is fo natural, 
as well as fo common a thing, for men fo diftinguifhed 
by their actions, as to merit a place in hiftory, to be 
reprefented therein under very different characters, 
that we cannot at all wonder this fhould happen to 
the Earl of Cork. He has, however, this advantage, 
that he is openly and heartily commended by thofe 
who defigned that their labours fhould fee the light ; 
and that the reflections on his character are chiefly to 
be met with in the private letters of men who were 
his declared enemies, or in hiftpries written fince his 
time upon the credit of fuch memoirs. In proof of 
this, we (hall obferve, that an author well acquainted 
with Irilh hiftory, gives us the following character of, 
and a curious particular relating to, his Lordfhip, 
which is no where elfe mentioned (57). f He was a ( S7 ) Borlafe 
' perfon for his abilities and knowledge in the affairs Hift. p. *o$. 
' of the world eminently obfervable, in as much as 
' (though he was no Peer of England) he was ad- 
€ mitted to fit in the Lords houfe upon the wool- 

* facks, ut conciliarius, and for all the eftate he ar- 
f rived at (which was the greateft in the memory of 
' the laft age), none ever taxed him with exorbi- 
' tances, but fuch as thought Princes had too little, 
' and religious men not enough.' Sir Richard Cox 
(58), who was both a very knowing and a very im- 
partial writer, and could not but be perfectly well ac- , 
quainted with the matters of fact which he mentions* **° n t0 the 
fpeaks of this noble perfon in the following terms ftcond vulume of 

< The noble Earl of Cork, Lord High-Treafurer* ' ° f 

* was one of the mo ft extraordinary perfons, either " * ' 

* that or any other age hath produced, with refpect 

* to the great and juft acq uifi tion s of eftate that he 

* made, and the public works that he began and 
r finifhed, for the advancement of the E^nglifh ia- 
' tereft, and the Proteftant religion, in Ireland, as 
c churches, alms-houfes,, free-fchools, bridges, 
1 caftles, and towns, viz. Lifmore, fallow, Cloghl 
€ nakilty, Inifkeen, C aft let own, and Bandon (whioh 
c laft place coft him fourteen thoufand pounds) ; in- 
f fomuch, that when Cromwell faw thefe prodigious 

< improvements, which he little expected to find in 

< Ireland, he declared, - that if there had been an Earl 

* of Cork in every province, it would have been im- 

6 D * ftfiMe 


(58) In his ex- 
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(e) BudgelTs 
Memoirs, p. 25 


wonderful rife, his vaft eftate, his prodigious improvements, his amazing influence, 
and that fpirit of oeeonomy and magnificence, which were fo happily united in his 
manner of living, made him admired by the native Irifh, to whom he owes the diftinc- 
tion or firname of the great Earl of Cork, by which he is amongft them always men- 
tioned (e). A comparifon between his beginning and conclufion is worth the making, 
not only in honour to his memory, and of the country which produced fo extraordinary 
a man, but even of human nature, in reipeft to which fuch productions are rare. Such 
a comparifon has been made with great force of wit and judgment, but being hitherto 
unpublifhed, we cannot certainly conclude this article better, than by giving it a place 
(g c ^£ 3of here (f) [^]. As he enjoyed, while living, what are efteemed the mod defirable and 
bcth, ms. fubftantial bleffings in this world, an honourable ftation for himfelf, and a very exten- 
five power of doing good to others; fo at his demife he left a family numerous and ho- 
nourable, and may be truly faid, to have been no more diftinguiftred by his good for- 
tune in his life-time, than by the felicity of his dependents, many of who. a will be (g) Thore/b y 'i 
fubjefts of fucceeding articles, and all deferve very well to be remembered (g) [/£]. "'oV^"^' 


f poffible for the Irijh to have raffed a rebel! ion. And 
4 whilft he was carrying on thefe folid works, he 
4 lived in his family at a rate of plenty that exceeded 

* thofe who con fumed great eflates in the lavifh ways 

* of ill -ordered excefs. His motto 9 God's providence 
1 is my inheritance, fhews from whence he derived all 

* his bleffings, the greateft of which was, the nume- 

* rous and noble pofterity he had to leave his eftate 

* unto.' The no We Earl himfelf a flu res .us, as the 
reader has feen before, that though he raifed fuch a 
fortune, as left him no room to envy any of his 
neighbours, yet he did it without care or burthen to 

(59) See before his confeience (59) ; and one may reafonably pre- 
ianote[£]. fume, from the whole tenor of his life and conver- 

fation, that he was not a man capable of doing bafe 
or black actions without burthening his confeience ; 
nor is it at all probable, that if he had known him- 
felf guilty of any fuch aclions, he would have com- 
mitted fuch a paragraph as that before referred to, 
amongft the reft of his true remembrances, to the 
perufal of his pofterity ; fmce this could have no other 
effect than to leflen their refpecT for his memory, and 
engage them to doubt the truth of all that he had 
written. One might add to this, numberlefs tefti- 

(60) Many of monies from his own letters (60), which, according 
them preferved to the circumftances of time, vifibly Ihew, that the 
in the Collec- procuring, promoting, maintaining, extending, or 
of°Straffbrd'8 recovering the Englifti intereft in Ireland, was the 
and Lord Orre- great bufinefs of his life, from his firft drawing in 
ijr'i Letters. the air of that ifland, to the time that he breathed his 

laft in that kingdom. 

[^<L] We certainly cannot conclude this article better, 
than by giving it a place here.] There is hardly a 
reign in the Englifh hiftory, more fruitful in great 
events, or under which flourilhed greater men, than 
that of Queen Elizabeth, who was the iirft author of 
our Earl's fortune. This circumftance has put feve- 
ral upon recording the famous perfons flouriihing in 
her time, and I on$e faw part of a very large work, 
bearing the title of $>ueen Elizabeth's Worthies, It 
was divided into feveral books, one of which con- 
tained the Statefmen of her reign, and among the reft, 
Richard Boyle Earl of Cork, though he was not fo 
created, till after her deceafe, part of whofe charac- 
ter was delivered in thefe words : ' He was a perfqn 

* of very early as well as very great abilities, and had 

* all the helps requiftte to affirt the parts which he 

* had received from nature ; for part of his breeding 

* he had under a learned clergyman in Kent ; part 

* in the univerfity of Cambridge, where he was re- 

* markable for early ri/ing, indefatigable ftudy, and 
4 great temperance ; the remaining part of his edu- 
4 cation in the Temple, where he acquired fuch a 
4 knowledge of the Law, as, though undervalued by 

* himfelf, was much efteemed by others, and enabled 
1 him to form fo true a judgment of fuch cdfes as fell 
4 under his confideration, that he was very feldom de- 
4 ceived in them. He went over to* Ireland with 
4 fewer pounds in his pocket, than he acquired thou- 
4 fands a year ; he was then about two-and-twenty, 
4 had a graceful perfon, and all thofe accompUlh- 
4 ments requifite to make a young man fucceed in 
c a country which was fo much a fcene of a&ion. He 

* rendered himfelf ufeful to Sir Geofffery Fenton, 
c who was long a Privy-Counfellor, and held feveral 

* great offices in* Ireland, to which it was thought he 
4 chiefly attained by looking narrowly into the con- 
4 duct of thofe, who were intruded with the govern - 
4 ment, in reference to which, he held a conftant 
4 correspondence with the Cecils, and it is believed 
4 that Mr. Boyle was one of his agents, which - ex- 


pofed him to the refentment of fome great men, by 
whofe procurement he was put into the Gate-houfc, 
when he firft came over to England, ten years after' 
his going to Ireland. But this proved more detri- 
mental to them than to him ; for his friends in 
England, procuring him a hearing before the 
Queen in Council, he there, in clearing 'himfelf,. 
laid open their mifmanagement fo plainly, and 
fupported all that he advanced with fuch pregnant 
proofs, that he was not only difcrrarged, but pre- 
ferred ; and as the account he gave, procured Sir 
George Carew, defcended from one of the firft con- 
querors of Ireland, a great employment, fo that 
worthy knight, whofe merit afterwards raifed him 
to a higher title, was ever a conftant friend to Mr. 
Boyle. He, likewife, became known about this 
time, to the renowned Sir Walter Pvaleigh, from 
whom he purchafed his fliip, called the Pilgrim ; 
in which, well laden with arms and ammunition, he 
returned to Ireland, where himfelf and his cargo 
were equally welcome. He thenceforward grew 
apace in reputation and fortune firlt, and then in 
places and titles of honour, which he affected not, 
until he was well able to maintain them ; for he 
was in the thirty-feventh year of his age when he 
received the honour of knighthood, and in his fif- 
tieth, when he attained to be a Baron. He made 
large purchafes in Ireland, but not till he was able 
to improve them ; and though he paid money for 
his lands, yet the rents that he received from them 
were the fruits of his own prudence, and he grew 
rich on eftates which had ruined their former pof- 
feflbrs ; and increafed his wealth, not by hoarding, 
but by fpending ; for he built and walled feveral 
towns at his own coft ; but in places fo well fitu- 
ated, that they were foon filled with inhabitants, 
who, though their rents were moderate, quickly 
repaid him the money he had laid out, with in 
tereft ; and he as readily laid it out again ; fo that 
in the fpace of forty years he acquired to himfelf, 
what in fome countries would have been efteemed a 
noble' principality, and as they came to years of 
difcretion, he beftowed eftates upon his fons, and 
married his daughters into the beft families in that 
country ; fo that his power and credit were conti- 
nually increafing, and he was generally efteemed, 
beloved by the Englifh, and refpe&ed and obeyed 
by the natives : the former admired his wifdom 
the latter ftood amazed at his magnificence : For, 
as he had the power and property, fo he had the 
foul and fpirit of a Prince ; and his caftle of Lii- 
more looked rather like the palace of a fovereign, 
than the refidence of a private man, whofe eftate 
was of his own raifing. He outlived .m oft of thofe 
who had known the meannefs of his beginning ; 
but he delighted to remember it himfelf, and even 
took pains to preferve the memory thereof to pof- 
terity, in the motto which he always ufed, and 
which he caufed to be placed upon his tomb, viz. 
God's providence is our inheritance. He died in the 
78th year of his age, having fpent his laft, as he 
did the firft years of his life, in the fupport of the 
Crown of England againft Irifh Rebels, and in the 
fervice of his country/ 

[R] And all deferve very well to be remembered. 
The Earl of Cork, by his fecond lady, had fifteen 
children, viz. feven fons and eight daughters (61). 

I. Roger, born Auguft 1, 1606, at Youghall, died 
at Says-Court atDeptford in Kent, October 10, 161 5. 

II. Alice, born at Youghall, March 20, 1607 ; mar- 
ried to David Barry, Earl of Barrimore. III. Sarah, 
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born at Dublin, March 29, 1609; married to Sir 
Thomas Moor, fon and heir of the Vifcount Drog- 
heda, afterwards to Robert, Lord Digby. IV. Let- 
tice, born April 25, 16 10; married to George Go- 
ring, fon to the Earl of Norwich. V. Joan, born 
June 14, 1 6 1 1 ; married to George, Earl of Kildare, 
firft Earl of Ireland, Auguft 15, 1628. VI. Richard, 
born at Youghal!, October 21, 1612; married to 
the Lady Elizabeth, daughter and heirefs of Henry, 
Earl of Cumberland. VII. Catherine, born March 
22, 1614; married to Arthur Jones_, Vifcount Ra- 
nelagh. VIII. GeofFry, born at Youghall, April 
10th, 1616 ; and died the fame year. IX. Dorothy, 
born December 31, 1617; married to Sir Arthur 
Loftus, fen and heir to the Vifcount Ely. X. Lewis, 
born May 23, 1629; created Vifcount Kynelmeaky 


in 1628 ; married Elizabeth, daughter of William 
Earl of Denbigh, he was killed in the battle of Lit 
caroll, September 3, 1642 ; but his widow was cre- 
ated Countefs of Guildford, in her own right, by 
King Charles II. XI. Roger, born April 25, 1621. 
XII. Francis, born June 25, 1623, created after- 
wards Lord Vifcount Shannon. XIII. Mary, born 
November 11, 1624; married to Charles, Earl of 
Warwick, a lady fo kind to the poor, that it was 
faid her hufband had left his eft ate to charitable ufes ; 
fhe died April 12, 1678 ; and it was at her funeral, 
that Dr. Anthony Walker preached the fcimon be- 
fore-mentioned (62). XIV. Robert, born January (62) Seethe 
25th, 1626. XV. Margaret, born in Channel- note [FJ. 
Row, Weftminfter, April 30, 1629, who died un- 
married. C. * 
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BOYLE (Richard), Earl of Burlington and Cork, fon to the former, a Noble- 
man of unblemifhed loyalty in rebellious, and of untainted integrity in times of the ^ 
greateft corruption. He was born at the college of Youghall, Oftob. 20, 161 2 (a), (fjJJ^t, 
his father being then Sir Richard Boyle, and in the beginning of Jiis prolperity. The Remembrance 
fponfors, at the baptifm of this noble perfon of whom we are now fpeaking, were, the 
Earl of Thomond, Sir Thomas Aldworth, Mr. Thomas Ball of London, merchant, 
and Lady Anne Parfons. We have no diftinft account of the place or manner of his 
education ; but there is not the leaft queftion of his having all the care taken of him in 
this refpeft due to his quality, fince the Earl his father was very ftrict and ferious in that 
particular. (l>). It is alfo very probable he diftinguiflied himfelf remarkably in the pro- 
secution of his ftudies, as the Lord Falkland, when Deputy of Ireland, conferred on 
him, at his father's houfe at Youghall, the honour of knighthood, Aug. 13, 16 24 (<:), 
when not quite twelve years old. We have no account of the manner in which the next 
feven years of his life were fpent ; but as the Earl himfelf was fometimes in England, 
and fometimes in Ireland, we may reafonably fuppofe, the Lord Dungarvan was feldom 
abfent from him. But when he drew towards twenty, the Earl thought proper to finifh 
his education by fending him abroad, which he did under a very difcreet and prudent 
Governor, with an allowance of one thoufand pounds a year, June 4, 1632 (d). He 
palled through Flanders, France, and Italy, and after two years flay and upwards, re- moirVof the 
turned home a graceful and accomplifhed young Nobleman, which induced the Lord * a £ of0weT # 
Wentworth, afterwards Earl of Strafford, to promote earneftly a match between him 
and the Lady Elizabeth, daughter and fole heirefs to Henry Lord Clifford, afterwards 
Earl of Cumberland, which, though it met with fome difficulties and impediments* 
was at laft concluded, and the marriage with great pomp folemnized, in the chapel of 
Skipton caftle in Craven, July 5, 1635 ( e )> w hich was a very great addition to the 
fplendour of the family and to its interefts [/£]. By this marriage he came to be very 
well known and received at Court, where his conduct gained him the efteem of the Mi- 
nifters, and the love of all who were about it. He was particularly loyal and dutiful to 
the King (Charles I.) ; for he took, according to the letter, the injunctions given him 
on this head by his parents and preceptors ; and having in the fulnefs of his heart given 
his Majefty warm affurances of this kind, he made it the bufinefs and fludy of his life to 
come up to them (f). He raifed, in the firft troubles of the North, a gallant troop of 
horfe, at the head of which he propofed, under the Earl of Northumberland, to lerve 
againft the Scots, in the army railed to chaftife their firft rebellion (g). He gained 
much honour by this ftep, and many friends, even amongft thole who were not much 
affected towards his father. On the breaking out of the bloody and inhuman rebellion in 
Ireland, he was immediately in arms and in aftion. He did not only command troops, 
but raifed them, and for a long time paid them ; yet he treated them always as if they 
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[j4~\ Great addition to the fplendour of the family, 
and to its interefts.'] It is not with any intention of 
fpeaking here at large, of the ancient and noble fa- 
mily of Clifford, that we give this note upon the 
marriage of the Lord Dungarvan, becaufe this be- 
longs to, and will come in, its proper place ; and 
all that we have to do here is to point out to the 
reader, what accrued to the family of Boyle by this 
marriage. George Clifford, Earl of Cumberland, 
who diflinguifhed himfelf in the reign of Queen Eli- 
zabeth by feverai naval expeditions, in which he ha- 
zarded both his perfon and his fortune, deceafed 
Oftober 30, 1605 (1) ; leaving iflue by his Countefs 
Margaret, third daughter of Francis Earl of Bedford, 
an only daughter, Anne, who firft married Robert 
Earl of Dorfet, by whom fhe had two daughters ; 
and afterwards Philip Earl of Pembroke and Mont- 
gomery (2). To this Lady Anne, the Earl her fa- 
ther, by his laft will and teftament, bequeathed the 
fum of fifteen thoufand pounds as a portion, leaving 
all his eftates to Sir Francis Clifford his brother, on 
whom the dignity was entailed j but in cafe of the 
failure of his heirs male, to his daughter Anne before 
mentioned (j). This Francis, Earl of Cumberland, 


took to wife Griflbld, daughter of Thomas Hughs of 
Ux bridge, in the county of Middlefex, Efq; widow 
of Edward Nevil, Lord Bergavenny (4), by whom he 
had his fon Henry, and two daughters. The eldeft 
of thefe daughters, Margaret, married Sir Thomas 
Wentworth, afterwards Vifcount Wentworth, and 
Earl of Strafford ; the fecond, Frances, married Sir 
Gervafe Clifton, by whom fhe had feverai children 
(5). His fon Henry, Lord Clifford of Lanefborough, 
or rather Lonfborough, in the county of York, mar- 
ried Frances, only daughter of Robert Cecil, Earl of 
Salifbury, and Lord High-Treafurer of England, by 
whom he had ifTue an only daughter, the Lady Eli- 
zabeth, born at the caftle of Skipton in Craven (6), 
who in the twenty-fecond year of her age was mar- 
ried to the noble perfon of whom we are fpeaking ; 
her grandfather, Francis, Earl of Cumberland, beino- 
then living, and a widower ; fo that fhe was con- 
ftdered as the prefumptive heirefs of this branch of the 
Clifford family, as the Lady Anne was of the elder 
houfe (?) ; which Sufficiently diftinguifhes the defcents 
of thefe two families, and that is all that we propofed 
in this note. 
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had a nearer relation to him than what was created by fervice, and often put them in 
mind that they were not foldiers of fortune, bu t men in arms for the protection of their 
country (b). He was in feveral fieges and rencounters, more efpecially in the adlion at 
Lifcarrol ; but he never ftruck in with thofe, who thought the beft way to promote the 
Proteftant caufe, was to carry on the war fo as to render the Papifts defperate.^ It was 
on the contrary principle that he concurred with, and even advifed, the Marquis of Or- 
mond, in the affair of the ceflation ; and that being agreed to, in September 1643(0, 
he fet himfelf to procuring the King that afliftance, from the hopes of which he had con- 
sented to this meafure. He was fo zealous in this affair, that, at his own requeft, his 
regiment was made part of the Irifh brigade fent to his Majefty's relief, and his Lord- 
fhip, now Earl of Cork, commanded it in perfon (k). _ He was received at Oxford, by 
the King, with all poflible marks of favour and attention, and every body fpoke of his 
behaviour in the terms that it deferved. In confideration, therefore, of thefe timely 
and effectual fervices, as well as of thofe rendered by his deceafed father-in-law, he was 
raifed to the dignity of Baron Clifford of Lanefborough, by patent (I) [2?]. He conti- 
nued to wait upon the King as long as any one place held out for him in England, and 
was then forced to compound for his eftate with the powers in being, which he did for 
1 63 1 pounds (m) : but going beyond the feas before he had perfected his compofition, 
advantage was taken of this; and the Houfe of Commons, in January, appointed a 
Committee to confider of the debt owing by the Earl of Cork, which drew on his Lord- 
fhip many and great inconveniencies (n). He fatisfied this demand, however, and then 
went over to live as quietly as he could upon his eftate in Ireland; though from the 
hardfhips of the times, and his own generous temper, he was foon, notwithftanding his 
large paternal fortune, brought under great difficulties, to which the people then in 
authority, in the year 1651, added new burthens; which obliged his Countefs (him- 
felf difdaining it) to fupplicate Cromwell for redrefs, which fhe did by an admirable 
letter, which lets us into the circumftances of his Lordfhip at that time, and therefore 
deferves the reader's notice (0) [C}. By this application, and the intereft of Lord Brog- 
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[B] Raifed to the dignity of Baron Clifford of 
Lanefborough, by patent. ] In order to fhevv how well 
this patent, which was the foundation of the Englifh 
honours to which this noble family have attained, 
was merited from the crown, we mall take notice of 
fome remarkable facts that deferve to be remembered. 
Francis, Earl of Cumberland, died in 1641 , and was 
fucceeded in that title by Henry, Lord Clifford, his 
fon, father to the Vifcountefs of Dungarvan (8). 
This Henry Earl of Cumberland was a man of a 
peaceable difpofition, of a noble and generous tem- 
per, and truly loyal to the king his mafter ; to whom, 
in the beginning of the troubles, he repaired at 
York, and figned the famous Declaration dated from 
thence, June 13, 1642, at which time he was fo 
much beloved in his country, that, at the general re- 
queft of all the loyal part of the county of York, the 
fuprcme command in military affairs was committed 
to this noble Peer (9) : and that he was not in any 
degree bia/Ted by tile love of authority, and the 
fplendour of fuch a commiffion, appears clearly by 
the character the noble hiilorian gives of him ; who 
fays, that he was a man of great honour and inte- 
grity, and lived with very much acceptation and af- 
fection from the gentlemen and the common people, 
but was not in any degree of a martial temper. He 
adds, the great fortune of the family was divided, 
the larger part carried away by an heir female, and 
his father had fo wafted the remainder, that the Earl 
could not live with that luftre, or draw fo great a de- 
pendence upon him, as his ancellors had done : but 
fo much the more that it was repugnant to his 'na- 
ture, and incompatible with his circumftances, the 
loyalty of the Earl appeared in accepting of this com- 
minion, which he kept as long as it was neceflary for 
the king's fervice, and no longer ; but willingly re- 
figned it to the Earl of Newcaftle, who was fitter for 
the employment, and upon whom, for that reafon 
only, his Majcfty bellowed it (10). This worthy Earl 
deceafed, December 11, 1643, being the fifth Earl 
of Cumberland of his family, and his Countefs died 

(11) the February following. In the fame month the 
Earl of Cork, heir in right of his wife to the eftates 
of this family, landed at Chefter, and marched his 
forces into Dorfetlhire, after which, as is mentioned 
in the text, he repaired to Oxford, and for his own 
and his father-in-law's great fervices was created Ba- 
ron Clifford of Lanefborough in the county of York 

(12) , November 4, 1644, in the 20th year of the 
reign of King Charles I , and fo became the firft Peer 
of his family in England. 

[C] And therefore deferves the reader's notice.] This 


letter occurs in a collection, lately publifhed, of pa- 
pers that were formerly in the hands of the famous 
John Milton, which no doubt afford us a far better 
picture of thofe unhappy times, than hitherto we had 
received ; becaufe private letters, more efpecially on 
fuch particular occafions, fhevv the true and genuine 
fentiments of people's minds, and the ftate of things, 
without falfehood or difguife ; but to come to the 
piece itfelf. 

The Countefs of Cork's letter to the then Lord Gene- 
ral, Oliver Cromwell ( 13). 

My Lord, 

1 JF this prove an unfeafonable time to move you 
f in any private bufinefs, I do only hope for yonr 

* pardon upon what neceflitates me thereto, which is 

* my Lord's deprivement of that benefit and favour 
' you were pie a fed formerly to grant him (by licen- 

* fing his return, and enjoyment of his eftate in Ire- 

* land), by an order of late iflued from the Commif- 
1 fioners-General to the Commiflioners of the Reve- 

* nue, for to ftop fome levies of monies intended by 

* my Lord, in and about Bandon. This order, 
e grounded merely upon an information (as appears 

* by a copy of it herewith prefented to your Excel- 
1 lency), was, bythefe later Commiflioners, ftretched 
' beyond what it will literally bear ; for they have 
1 extended it to the flopping of my Lord's rents in all 
1 places, and in fuch a time, as the lands were juft 
1 then to be fet for the enfuing year; fo "that 'tis to 
4 be doubted, they will for the moft part lie wafte, if 
( fome redrefs be not had fpeedily, the tenants ftand- 
1 ing at gaze, not knowing what to do. To declare 

* the ground of all this bufinefs, which I may very 

* properly term a miftake, I do here, with much 
1 truth, inform your Lordfhip, that about February 
1 laft my Lord was fo infinitely prefTed for money by 

* his creditors, that he was reduced to the neceflrty 
' of trying all ways to raife fome for the allaying 
1 their fury, or elfe to give up his perfon to a lan- 

* guifhing imprifonment here ; whereupon he fent 
c over among his friends and tenants, defiring a 

* quarter's rent advance, only to give fome ftop to 

* the perfecutions againft him by his creditors here, 
c and to come more fpeedily among them, in hopes 
1 to live quietly there, and fettle his affairs fo as to 

* bring more tenants upon the lands for the common 

* good, and his own private advantage. This was 

* all the myftcry, which was no way done in fecret, 
■ for my brother Broghill was therewith acquainted ; 

* as for any other matter that may be laid to my 
' Lord's charge, as having been of the King's party, 

' your 
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hill, the Earl was freed from thefe grievances ; the weight of which, however, did not 
hinder him from contributing all he could to the Reftoration, and fupplying his Ma- 
jefty, King Charles II. > with confiderable fums of money, till that could be brought 
about (p). In gratitude for, and to preferve the memory of, thefe fervices, his Ma- 
jefty was gracioufly pleafed, by letters patent bearing date March 20, in the fifteenth 
year of his reign, A. D. 166 ?, to raife him to the dignity of Earl of Burlington or Brid- 
lington, in the county of York (q). A melancholy accident that happened not long 
after in his family, afforded a new opportunity for the King to manifeft his affection for 
this noble Peer, whofe fecond fon, Richard, then a volunteer ori board the fleet com- 
manded by his Royal Highnefs the Duke of York, was killed by a cannot fhot, June 3, 
1665, in the battle of Solebay (r) : for, upon the thirteenth of March, 1666, his Ma- 
jefty conftituted him Lord Lieutenant of the Weft Riding of Yorkfliire, of the city of 
York, and county of the fame. This he enjoyed during all that reign, and from the 
year 1679, with the addition of being alfo Cuftos Rotulorum (s). Under King James II., 
he held the fame employments as long as he thought proper to hold them ; but when 
he found that unfortunate Prince expected him to make fuch ufes of thofe offices as 
manifeftly tended to overthrow the Conftitution, he very magnanimouffy refigned them, 
upon which the lieutenancy was given to Lord Thomas Howard, a very zealous and 
bufy Papift (/). His Lordfhip, upon the coming over of the Prince of Orange, went 
.heartily into the meafures he thought conducive to fettling the Government and re- 
d retting grievances, but neither fought or accepted employment. However, July 16, 
1689, in the firft year of their reign, their Majefties King William and Queen Mary 
called his only fon, Charles Lord Clifford of Lanefborough, by writ, up to the Houfe 
of Peers (u) y an honour which he did not live long to enjoy, dying Oftober 12, 1694 
(w). Our noble Peer, whofe parts qualified him for the moft adlive, naturally inclined 
to peaceful and lefs pompous offices, in which he gained the relpedt and efteem of the 
gentry his neighbours, as his affability and beneficence charmed the common fort, fo 
that his influence was general, as appeared from the univerfal concern expreflcd by all 
ranks of people in Yorkfhire on his deceafe, January 15, 1697-8, in the eighty-fixth 
(x) year of his age, which exceeded any of the like nature that could be remembered 
[D], He was fucceeded in his honours by his grandfon Charles Lord Clifford, who 
was a very great favourite with King William, and much efteemed by Queen Anne, 
being generally looked upon as one of the moft accompliflied Noblemen in the Britifh 
dominions (y). He died Feb. 9, 1703-4, and was fucceeded by the late head of this 
illuftrious family, Richard Earl ofirBurlington and Cork, and left befides a numerous 
poflerity (2), of which, as well as of the defcendents of his father and grandfather, we 
fhall give a very fuccin6t account in the notes, that this, and the fublequent articles, 

may 
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* your Lordfhip will I hope herewith receive fatisfac- 
' tion, if you pleafe to perufe his difcharge from 
1 Goldfmith's-Hall, which was upon Oxford articles, 
1 and clears him from all delinquency here ; neither 
r was the delinquent upon any higher fcore than for 
r attending the King's perfon ; for he never had any 
1 command in England nor in Ireland, but by joint 
c con fen t of both King and Parliament, againft the 
E Irifh. rebels ; and fince his fubmitting to the firft 
' ceflation, is all that can be laid to his charge there 
' (which is fince wiped off, by the articles of Dub- 
1 lin) ; and for the making good of thofe articles, 
« the public faith of the Parliament is engaged, by 
1 whofe authority they were made and concluded. I 
' hope, upon your Lordfhip's reflection upon the whole 
1 matter, you will be pleafed to interpofe on my 
' Lord's behalf with the Commiflioners of Parlia- 
' ment in Ireland, that my Lord may receive the be- 
; nefit of Dublin articles, and that you will vouch- 
; fafe us your Lordfhip's letters to my Lord Deputy 
and the Commiffioners to that effect ; all which I 
hope will be agreeable to your judgment and jultice, 
it being only to relieve one (by the Parliament's 
own rules) who has fuffered as much abroad by the 
Irifh, and as much at home under my Lord Inchi- 
quin's power, as any Englifhman, until freed by 
thofe articles, which having never fince forfeited, I 
can't doubt of your Excellency's willingnefs to 
relieve us, but do of your leifure, which that I may 
not for the future difturb, in cafe delays mould be 
flill made of freeing my Lord's rents, I mould 
humbly beg a letter of recommendation from your 
Lordfhip to Mr. Scott, or fome other friend of 
your Lordfhip's here, to whom I may addrefs, with 
hopes to be heard, which I have not hitherto been 
fuccefsful in, that report your Lordfhip was pleafed 
to recommend to the Houfe the day you left the 
town, having been never yet made, which I lhould 
not here mention to the addition of your trouble, 
Vol. II. 


< were It not that all remote reckonings are charged 

* upon, and daily levied upon my poor eftate here, 

* threatening its utter ruin, and that of myfelf and 

* fix children. Thus your Lordfhip may, from our 

* fufferings in all places, difcern it is not affectation 
c but utmoft extremity that fends forth thefe com- 
' plaints and requefts, with no lefs unwillingnefs 
t than neceflity, prefented to your Excellency by 
1 your moft humble fervant, 

E. CORK.* 

[D] Exceeded any of the like nature that could Be re- 
membered.] It is very remarkable that this noble per- 
fon was fingularly happy in his private life, and in 
the circumltances of his family ; for as he married a 
lady of great birth, and who brought him a large for- 
tune, fo fhe was in every other refpect molt agree- 
able (14) : they were nearly of the fame age, very 
like in their tempers, and, which is a thing unufual 
amongft perfons of their rank, lived happily together 
fifty- five years, and had the fat is faction of feeing a 
numerous pofterity (15). By this lady the Earl had 
two fons mentioned in the text, and three daughters 
that lived to be married, viz. Lady Elizabeth to the 
Earl of Thanet ; Lady Anne to the Earl of Sand- 
wich ; Lady Henrietta to the Earl of Rochefter ; by 
which two laft daughters, the Earl of Cork faw many 
grand-children. His fon and grandfon became both 
Peers of England in his lifetime (16), and were no 
lefs happy in their families, which circumftances the 
reader may be pleafed to confider, with the following 
prayer of his father the great Earl of Cork, on his 
behalf, when he was not as yet married. After hav- 
ing marked the time of his birth, and the names of 
his godfathers and godmothers, he proceeds thus 
(17) : God grant he may ferve and fear him religioujly, 
and be a faithful fubjecl and fervant to the King's ma- 
jejly and his heirs, and live many years full of good 
6 E <worfo 


(14) From the 
information of 
the Honourable 
Mr. A. C. who 
knew both the 
Earl and his 
Countefs. 

(15) Collins's 
Peerage, Vol. ii. 
p. 36S. 


(*6) fclfrory of 
Europe, 1704* 
P* 577. 


(17) Etri of 
Cork's True 
Mmemlrajice** 
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may prove the more intelligible [£]. The reader will eafily difcern the utility of this 
precaution, in regard to a houfe that has produced more great, more diftinguifhed, and 
more remarkable perfons, in a variety of characters, than almoft any thefe nations have 
to boaft, and which, as it was originally well tftabliihed by its founder, has continued 
fiourifliing ever fince. 


(18) Thorcfby'a 
Hift. of Leeds, 
P- 64. 


(19) Peerage of 
England, Vol, 
IV. p, 151. 


works and of 'virtuous children, and be a worthy pillar 
and patriot in this kingdom* 

[E] The fuhfequent articles may prove the more intel- 
ligible.'] We will begin here with Charles Lord Clif- 
ford, fon to the firft Earl of Burlington and Cork, 
who married firft, Lady Jane, youngeft daughter and 
co-heirefs of William Duke of Someriet ; by whom 
he had iflue (18) Charles, who fucceeded him, Henry, 
who became Chancellor of the Exchequer in 1701, 
Secretary of State in 17 10, and was afterwards cre- 
ated a Peer of this realm, by the title of Lord Carl- 
ton (19) ; Lady Elizabeth, who married James Earl of 
Barrimore ; Lady Mary married to James, Duke of 
Queenfberry and Dover ; and Lady Arabella to Henry 
Earl of Shelburne. By his fecond Countefs, Are- 
thufa daughter to George Earl of Berkley, he had 
only a daughter called after her mother, who married 


Mr, Vernon, fon to Mr. Secretary Vernon (20), His 
eldeft fon Charles fucceeded him in the Barony of 
Clifford, and fat in the Houfe of Peers by that title, 
till, by the deceafe of his grandfather, he became 
Earl of Burlington and Cork (21). He married Ju- 
liana, daughter and fole heirefs to Henry Noel, 
fecond fon to Edward, Vifcount Campden, by whom 
he had iflue, Richard, late Earl of Burlington ; 
Lady Elizabeth, married to Sir Henry Beding- 
field ; Lady Juliana, to the Lord Bruce, afterwards 
Earl of Aylefbury ; Lady Jane, unmarried ; Lady 
Henrietta, married to Henry Boyle, Efq; grandfon 
to Roger, Earl of Orrery (22). Richartl, the late 
Earl of Burlington and Cork, married March the 
2 1 ft, 1721, the Lady Dorothy Savile, eldeft daugh- 
ter and co-heirefs to the late Marquis of Halifax, by 
whom he had three daughters. C. 


(h) Earl of 
Corke*i7V«tf J?<v 
mtr.hr ant. n , 


BOYLE (Roger), Earl of Orrery, younger brother of Richard Earl of Burlington 
and Cork, and fifth fon of Richard, (tiled the great Earl of Cork (a) ; independently of 
defcent and titles, was one of the moll learned, able, and valiant perfons of the age 
in which he lived, and thereby a great inftrument of good to his country and nation. 
He was born April 25, 1621 (£), and by the credit of his father with the Lord De- 
puty Falkland, he was, as we have already fhewn, raifed to the ftate and dignity of 
Baron Broghill in the kingdom of Ireland, in 1628, when only feven years old (r). 
His education was at the college of Dublin, where he applied himfelf with fuch dili- 
gence to his books, and fo happily digefted what he gathered from them, that he was 
very foon diftinguifhed as an early and promifing genius, which induced his father to 
fend him, about 1636, to make the tour of France and Italy, under the care of one 
Mr. Marcombes, and in the company of Lord Kynelmeaky his elder brother (d) 
After his return from his travels, he found all things in England in very great con- 
fufion, and a war on the point of breaking out writh Scotland, in which he was invited 
to ferve with peculiar diftinftion, the Earl of Northumberland (**), who was appointed 
General and Commander in Chief of this expedition, putting him at the head of his 
own troop. But this flame being ftifled for the prefent, his thoughts were turned ano- 
ther way ; and as the old Earl of Cork loved to fettle his children very early in the 
world, a marriage was propofed for Lord Broghill with the Lady Margaret Howard, 
daughter to the Earl of Suffolk, which was quickly concluded, and his Lordlhip, with 
his new married Lady, went over together to Ireland (f)> where they landed the very 
day the rebellion broke out in that kingdom, viz. Oftober 23, 1641. An account 


(20) Thorefl>y, 
as above. 


(*0 Le Neve's 
Monument. 
Ang. Vol, IV.' 


(zi) Peerage of 
England, Vol, 
IV. p. 193, 


(a) Thorefoy'3 
Hift. of Leeds, 
p. 64. 


(c) See the ar- 
ticle of BOYLE 
(Richard) 
Earl of Cork, 
note [GJ. 


(d) MorriceV 
Memoirs of the 
Earl of Orrery, 
chap, i. 

(e) Budgell's 
Memoirs of th« 
Family of the 
Boyles, p. 35. 


(f) Orrery's 
Letters, p. z, 1% 


The care of one*Mr. Marcombes, and in the com- 
pany of Lord Kynelmeaky, his elder brother.] We have 
feen, in our former article, that this was the method 
the Earl took to perfect his Tons, when they had run 
through the ordinary compafs of a domeftic education 
(1). It is very remarkable, that all his fons travelled 
under the care of this Mr. Marcombes, who like wife 
attended the eldeft fon of the Earl of Orrery, of whom 
we are now fpeaking ; fo that he had the forming of 
this noble line for more than one generation. It was 
very excufable in a country clergyman, like Mr. Mor- 
rice, to write the gentleman's name as it was pro- 
(*) Memoirs of nounced (2) ; but one cannot fo eafily pardon Mr. 

Budgell, who had fo many opportunities of knowing 
better ; the calling this governor of Lord Broghill, 
Mr. Markham (3), and thereby, if the Memoirs of 
this Houfe had not fallen into more careful hands, 
burying in oblivion the very name of a perfon to 
whom this noble family owed many, and thofe fingu- 
lar, obligations, as the reader will fee hereafter. 
But for the prefent we (hall give his character as 
drawn by the pen of the honourable Mr. Robert 
Boyle, who was alfo under his care (4). * He was a 

* man, who in his garb, his mien, and outfide, had 

* very much of his nation, having been divers years a 

* traveller and a foldier ; he was well-faftiioned, and 

* very well knew what belonged to a gentleman ; his 
' natural, were much better than his acquired parts, 
1 though divers of the latter he poflefTed, though not 
r in an eminent, yet in a very competent degree ; 
[ fcholarlhip he wanted not, having in his greener 
1 years been a profefl'ed ftudent in Divinity ; but he 

was much lefs read in books than men, and hated 
pedantry as much as any of the feven deadly fins * 


(1) Sec the ar- 
ticle of BOYLE 
(Richard) 
Earl of Burling- 
ton. 


the Earl of Or 
rery, chap. i. 

(3) Memoirs of 
the Family of 
the Boylci, p. 
35« 


(4) Memoirs ©f 
his own Life un- 
der the name of 
Pbilaretusy by 
the Hon. Rob, 
Boyle, 


* thrifty he was extremely, and very fkilful in the 

* flights of thrift, but lefs out of avarice than a 

* juft ambition, and not fo much out of love to mo- 

* ney, as a deftre to live handfomely at laft. His 
9 practical fentiments in Divinity were moft of them 

* very found, and if he were given to any vice him- 

* felf, he was careful, by fharply condemning it, to 

* render it uninfeftious, being induftrious, what- 
c foever he were himfelf, to make his charges virtu- 
f ous : before company he was very civil to his pu- 
1 pils, apt to eclipfe their failings, and fet off their 

* good qualities to the beft advantage ; but in his 

* private converfation he was cynically difpofed, and 

* a very nice critic both of words and men, which 

* humour he ufed to exercife fo freely with Philaretus, • 

* that at laft he forced him to a very cautious and 
c confiderate way of exprefling himfelf, which after 
■ turned to his no fmall advantage. The worfl qua- 

* lity he had was his choler, to excefs of which he 
1 was exceifively prone/ Under the direction of this 
gentleman, the two Lords Kynelmeaky and Brog- 
hill, went to Paris, where they faw Lewis XIV. a 
child in his nurfe's arms ; they travelled from thence 
to Geneva, where they fpent a whole year in the 
houfe of the famous Mr. Deodati, which was of great 
advantage to them. They went from thence to Mar- 
feilles, where both the young Lords embarked for 
Genoa, and foon after their arrival in that city were 
feized with the fmall-pox, but of a very kindly fort, 

from which they fpeedily and happily recovered : ( s ) Morrice'i 
they went afterwards to vifit fome other cities in Memoirs of the 
Italy, and then making the tour of SwifTerland, re- Earl of Orrery, 
turned through France into England (5), ch *P ^ 

has 


(k) Morrice*! 
Memoirs of the 
Earl of On cry, 
chap, iii. 


(g) Morrice's 
Memo rs ot the 
Earl of Orrery, 
chap. vi. 


(b) See this 
fully explained 
in the note [/?], 
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has been already given of the manner in which the news came to his Lordfhip's fa- 
mily, and of their being immediately obliged to take up arms for their own and the 
public fecurity. The poft afligned Lord Broghill, was the defence of his father's caftle 
of Lifmore, in which he behaved with all the fpirit of a young, and all the discretion 
of an old, officer. An inftance of the former he gave in a bold ially he made for 
the fuccour of Sir Richard Ofborn, who was befieged in his own houle by the rebels, 
till relieved by Lord Broghill, who railed the fiege, and faved him and all his family (g)-, 
and as ftrong a proof of the latter, in advifing Sir William St. Leger, then Prefident of 
Munfter, to aft vigoroufly againft the Irifh, notwithflanding they produced the King's 
commiflion, which, though he was but twenty years of age, he had fagacity enough to 
diicern muft be a forgery, as it afterwards proved (b) [B]. After that cefTation in Ire- 
land, of which an account is given in the former article, Lord Broghill determined to 
go over to England, and pay his duty to King Charles I. at Oxford, which he accord- 
ingly did ; and in feverai audiences which he had of that Monarch, he reprefented to 
him fo fully the true character of the Irifh Papifts, and the falfehood of all the presences 
of the Committee they had fent over to deceive and miflead his Majefty, that the King 
was entirely convinced the Irifh never meant to keep the cefTation and, therefore, that 
it was againft the true intereft of the loyal fubjefts of that ifland to depend upon it (/). 
As a proof of this, he carried, on his return thither, a commiflion to Lord Inchiquin* 
then Prefident of Munfter, to profecute the rebels on that fide ; and upon receiving this 
commiflion, he publifhed a kind of Manifefto, containing his reafons againft the cef- 
fation, and requiring the faithful fubjedts of Ireland to give their afliftance to fupprefs 
the rebels in that province (£). Lord Broghill, however, had much too great an in- 
ter eft in that country, to content himfelf with barely exciting the Prefident of Munfter 
to what he judged his duty : he contributed alfo, as far as lay in his power, to the dis- 
charge of it himfelf 5 and when, by the King's command, the Marquis of Ormond fur- 
rendered Dublin, and whatever was in his power, to the Commiflloners named by Par- 
liament, both Lords, Inchiquin and Broghill, obeyed them, as the only means of pro- 
moting the Proteftant intereft. It was not long, however, before the former thought 
proper to alter his conduct, and quit the fervice of the Parliament : but this did not in- 
fluence Lord Broghill, who continued to a6t till the beheading of the King(7j induced 0) Carte's Life 
him to leave his country and eftate, as ruined paft all hopes, and hide himfelf in the o7mond"^»u 
privacy of a dole retirement. How he came to alter this condudt, and ftrike in with a ». p. 3*- 


(t ) Memoirs of 
the wars in Ire* 
land, p. 395. 


[2?] To difcern muft be a forgery , as it afterwards 
f roved.] As this was one of the firfr. adlions of a pub- 
lic nature, in which Lord Broghill diftinguifhed him- 
felf, fo, perhaps, in the courfe of his whole life, there 
was none that did him greater credit ; and, therefore, 
it is necelTary that we mould enter into all the parti- 
culars of it. When the Lord Mufkerry entered Mun- 
Her, at the head of a great body of Irifh rebels, the 
Lord Prefident St. Leger, with a final 1 body of Eng- 
liih forces, marched to meet him, and would have 
given him battle ; but he fent a trumpet with one Mr. 
Walfh, who demanded to fpeak with the Lord Pre- 
fident, to whom he was well known. When he 
gave him audience, his Lordfhip could not help ex- 
prefling his furprize, that he, being a lawyer, mould 
engage himfelf among the rebels ; to which Walfh 
anfwered, that they were no rebels ; for that they had 
taken up arms for the King's fervice, and lord Muf- 
kerry had his Maje fly's commiflion, which he oifered 
to produce to him, if he might have leave to wait 
upon him again. The Lord Prefident communicated 
this to the Earl of Barrimore, Lord Broghill, and his 
brother. The other two Lords were much aftonifhed, 
but Lord Broghill, without hefitation, faid it was a 
cheat, that his Majefty could have granted no fuch 
commiflion, and advifed the Lord Prefident to be very 
cautious how he believed it ; but, however, it was 
agreed that he mould promife the man a fafe-con- 
ducl, and that their forces fhouid retire ; Lord Muf- 
kerry alfo, upon the return of Walfh, drew off his 
men, and the next morning Walfh appeared again in 
the Lord Preildent's quarters with a trumpet, who 
was immediately conducted to the Lord Prefident's 
ho life ; where being received, Walfh renewed the fame 
requeft, that he might fpeak with the Lord Prefident 
alone, and in private ; which the other Lords op- 
pofed but at laft it was agreed, that one man mould 
ltand at the door with a drawn fword, and charged 
piflols. This being done, Walfh produced a large 
parchment, wherein was a very formal commiflion, 
drawn up for the Lord Mufkerry to raife four thoufand 
men, and the broad feal affixed to it. St. Leger, having 
read it over, difmifled Walfh, and returned to the 
Lords, declaring to them that Mufkerry had really a 
commiflion for what he did j an4 that he would dif- 


(6) Memoirs of 
the Earl of Or- 
rery, p. 7, 3, 


mifs his men, and flir no more in this bufinefs, fay- 
ing he would die before he would be a rebel : where- 
upon the Lords all withdrew to their feverai homes, 
only Lord Broghill declared he could not but think 
it a cheat. But it feems the Lord Prefident took this 
matter fo much to heart, that he never held up his 
head afterwards, but within a fhort time died, and 
Lord Inchiquin was by the King appointed Prefident 
in his room (6). Many years after this, when his 
Lordfhip was become Earl of Orrery, and went to 
pay a vifit to the Duke of Ormond, then Lord Lieu- 
tenant of Ireland, at Kilkenny, he there met with 
my Lord Mufkerry ; and the very fight of him putting 
the old affair in his head, he took an opportunity, 
one day when alone with Mufkerry, who happened 
then to be in a pleafant open humour, to afk him 
how the rebels obtained the commiflion, which they 
had thus mewed to the then Lord Prefident St. Le- 
ger, under the King's great feal ? Lord Mufkerry an- 
fwered, I will he free and unreferved with you ; it was 
a forged commijfion, drawn up by Waljh and others who 
having a writing, to which the great feal was fixed \ 
one of the company very dexteroufy took off the fealed 
wax from the label of that writing, and fixed it to the 
label of the forged commijjion. Whilfi this was doing 9 
an odd accident happened, which ft art led all prefent, and 
almoft difconcerted the febeme. The forged commijjion 
being finijhed, while the parchment was handling and 
turning, in order to put on the feal, a fame wolf which 
lay ajleep by the fire, awakened at the crackling of the 
parchment, and running to it, feized it, and tore it to 
pieces , notwithflanding all hafte and ftruggle to prevent 
him ; fo that after all their pains they were obliged to 
begin M-new, and write it all over again. Lord Or- 
rery, ftruck with the wickednefs of this action, could 
not refrain exprefling himfelf to that purpofe to Lord 
Mufkerry, who, laughing, replied, It would have been 
impojfible to have held the people together without this 
device (7). Such was the fecret hiftory of this fatal, (7) lhid> p. 36. 
this infamous, this execrable contrivance, which 
gained credit, purely from a fuppofition, that there 
could not be impudence and villany enough in men, 
to bring them to commit fo foul and bafe an action, 
efpecially in perfons well born, and who pretended 
to religion, 
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party which he had always abhorred, and this too both fuddenly and warmly, is ac- 
counted for, as well as it can be, in the notes [C]. As foon as his Lordfhip had fettled 
the bufmefs of his command in Ireland with Cromwell, he went immediately over into 
that country, without any force but his corrftniffion (m). This circumftance Hiewed the 
great extent of his perfonal intereft, and the height to which he had already raifed his 
reputation. In a very fhort rime after his arrival, his friends came in, together with 
gentlemen that had ferved under him ; lb that he had prefently a gallant troop of horfe 
for the guard of his perfon* and in a very inconfiderable fpace raifed a regiment of 
fifteen hundred men, with which he hovered about Waterford, till Cromwell, accord- 
ing to his promife, came thither alfo, and then, conformably to his engagement, 
Lord Broghill joined him (n)+ But notwithftanding this apparent alteration in his 
Lordfhip's conduct, he ftill retained fo great a regard for his old friends, that one of 
the firft exploits at the head of his new army, was relieving Carrick, where the noble 
Marchionels of Ormond was befieged by the rebels (0). Cromwell puihing on the war 
with his ufual impetuofity, found himfelf obliged to rely upon this Lord for keeping 
all lafe at leaft, if not quiet, behind him ; which, with great military prudence, he 
very happily performed, and grew thereby into efteem with that General (p). But this, 
though considerable enough in itfelf, was, however, very far inferior to what he did at 
Maccroom, where, with two thoufand horfe and dragoons, without waiting for his foot 
coming up, he attacked a body of Irifh, confifting of upwards of five thoufand, whom 
he totally defeated, and took their General, the titular Bifhop of Rofs, prifoner (^). 


( m) Morrire'f 
Memoirs of the 
Earl of Orrery, 
chap. iv. 


[C] Is accounted for as auefl as it can he m the 
notes J] Upon Lord Broghill's coming from Ireland, 
he withdrew to Marfton in Somerfetlhire, an eftate 
which his father had purchafed from Sir John Hip- 
pefley, where he lived very clofe for fome time (8) ; 
but the fight of the fad fituation of the country he 
was in, and the remembrance of the raifery of that 
which he had left, would not allow his thoughts any 
quiet. He was amamed to fit the tame fpectator of 
fo much mifchief, without moving a finger to remedy 
thofe diforders, which overfpread his private pro- 
perty, at the fame time that it overwhelmed the pub- 
lic (9),. Thefe reflexions,, after- rolling fome time Ln 
his breaff, at length produced fome thing like a fcheme 
of action, worthy a man of his parentage, parts, and 
principles* Warm with this new plan, he hafted to 
put it into execution. He had refclved to attempt 
fomething in favour of the King ; and, accordingly, 
under pretence of going to the Spaw for his health, 
he determined to crofs the feas, and apply himfelf to 
King Charles II. for a com minion ro raife what forces 
he could in Ireland, in order to reftore his Majefty, 
and recover his own eftate. Having formed this re- 
solution, he de fired the Earl of Warwick, who had an 
fntereft in the prevailing party, to procure a licence 
for him to go to the Spaw. He pretended to the Earl 
that he intended nothing more by his journey than 
the recovery of his health ; but let fome of his friends 
of the royal party, in whom he thought he could con- 
fide, into the bottom of his defign ; and having raifed 
a confiderable fum of money, came up to London to 
profecute his voyage. The Committee of State, wire 
fpared no money to get proper intelligence, being foon 
informed of his whole defign, determined to proceed 
again ft him with the utmoft fe verity. Cromwell was 
at that time General of the Parliament's forces, and 
a member of the Committee : It is allowed by his 
enemies, that he knew every perfon of great abilities 
in the three kingdoms. He was, confequently, no 
Granger to Lord Broghill's merit ; and reflecting that 
this young Nobleman might be of great ufe to him 
in reducing Ireland^ he earneftly in treated the Com- 
mittee that he might have leave to talk with him, and 
endeavour to gain him, before they proceeded to ex- 
tremities. Having, with great difficulty, obtained 
this permiflion, he immediately difpatched a gentle- 
man to the Lord Broghill, to let him know that he 
intended to wait upon him. The Lord Broghill was 
furprized at this menage, having never had the leaft 
acquaintance with Cromwell, and defired the Gentle- 
man to let the General know that he would wait up- 
on rrc Excellency. But while he was expecting the 
return of the meuenger, Cromwell entered the room ; 
who, when mutual civilities had paffed between 
them, told him in few words, that the Committee 
of State were apprized of his defign of going over, 
and applying to Charles Stuart for a commiffion to 
*aife forces in Ireland ; and that they were determined 
to make an example of him, if he himfelf had not 
diverted them from that refolutipn. The Lord Brog- 
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hill interrupted him, and allured him that the intel- 
ligence which the Committee had received was falfe ; 
that he was neither in a capacity, nor had any incli- 
nation to raife difturbances in Ireland ; and concluded 
with intreating his Excellency to have a kinder opi- 
nion of him. Cromwell, inftead of making any re- 
ply, drew fome papers out of his pocket, which were 
the copies of feveral letters which the Lord Broghill 
had fent to thofe perfons in whom he molt confided, 
and put them into his hands. The Lord Broghill, 
upon the perufal of thefe papers, finding that it was 
to no purpofe to disenable' any longer, afked his Ex- 
cellency's pardon for what he had faid, returned him 
his humble than lis for his protection againft the Com- 
mittee, and intreated his directions, how he ought 
to behave in fo delicate a conjuncture. Cromwell told 
him, that though till this time he had been a ftran- 
ger to his perfon, he was not fo to his merit and cha- 
racter ; but that he had heard how gallantly his Lord* 
fhip had already behaved in the Irifh wars : And;, 
therefore, fince he was named Lord Lieutenant of 
Ireland, and the reducing that kingdom was now be 
come his province, he had obtained leave of the Com 1 
mittee, to offer his Lordfhip the command of a ge i 
neral officer, if he would ferve in that war : that ho 
fhould have no oaths or engagements impofed upon- 
him, nor be obliged to draw his fword againft any 
but the Irifh rebels. The Lord Broghill was infi- 
nitely furprized at fo generous and unexpected ar» 
offer ; he faw himfelf at liberty, by all the rules of. 
honour, to ferve againft the Irifh, whofe rebellion 
and barbarities were equally detefted by the royal 
party, and the parliament : he defired, however, the 
General to give him fome time to confider of what 
had been propofed to him. Cromwell brifkly told 
him, that he mult come to fome refolution that very 
inftant ; that he himfelf was returning to the Com- 
mittee, who were ftill fitting, and if his Lordfhip re- 
jected their offer, they had determined to fend him to 
the Tower. The Lord Broghill finding that his li- 
berty and life were in the utmoft danger, and charmed 
with the franknefs and generofity of Cromwell's be- 
haviour, gave him his word and honour, that he would 
faithfully ferve him againft the Irifh rebels; upon 
which Cromwell once more a (lured him, that the con- 
ditions which he had made with him fhould be punc- 
tually obferved ; and then ordered him to repair im- 
mediately to Briftol, to which place forces fhould be 
fent him, with a fufficient number of fhips to tranf- 
port him into Ireland. He added, that he himfelf 
would foon follow him, and was as good as his word 
in every particular. This ftory we have from Mr. 
Morriee, who had it from the Earl of Orrery him- 
felf; and he adds, that it was very probable his 
Lordfhip's defign was betrayed, out of pure love and 
affection, by his fifter Ranelagh : but how this love 
and affection enabled her to fore fee that Cromwell 
would interpofe as he did, to take off the rope, which 
fhe thus (as he fuppofes) put about his neck, is what 
our reyerend author does not explain. 

This. 
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This battle was fought May io, 1650. Lord Broghill offered the Bifhop his life, if 
he would order thofe who were in the caftle of Carigdroghid to furrender, which he 
promifed ; but when he was conflufted to the place, he perfuaded the garrifon to de- 
fend it to the laft extremity. Upon this Lord Broghill caufed him to be hanged (r), 
(though Mr. Morrice fays the foldiers hanged him without (j) orders), and. then com- 
manded his heavy artillery to be brought up, which aftonifhed his own army exceed- 
ingly, they knowing he had not fo much as a fingle piece of battering cannon. He 
caufed, however, feveral large trees to be cut, and drawn at a diftance by his baggage- 
horfes : the befieged judging, by the flownefs of their motion, that they were of a vaft 
lize, capitulated before they came up, as his Lordfliip advifed, threatening otherwife 
to give them no quarter (/).* He relieved Cromwell at Clonmell, when, according to 
his confeffion, nothing could otherwife have faved him : he a flitted both him and Ireton 
all their expeditions ; but becaufe he fought to moderate the fury of the one, and 
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mitigate the cruelty of the other, he incurred the fufpicion of both : nay, Ireton went 
fo far as to fay, They could never be fafe as long as Broghill lived (u). His Lordfliip knew 
this, and did not want opportunities of paying them in their own coin, but he defpifed 
them ; for his maxim was, to do what was right on all occafions, and truft GOD with 
the event. He went, therefore, to the afllftance of Ireton at the fiege of Limerick, 
which was the belt defended place in Ireland, though he knew of his averfion for, and 
ill-will towards him ; and it was chiefly by his means that defign fucceeded (w). For 
Ireton finding his force inefficient to take it by ftorm, and fearing that the Irifli in the 
field would become ftrong enough to give him battle, and relieve it before it could be 
reduced to a neceflity of capitulating for want, he gave Lord Broghill detachments 
from four regiments of horfe, and twenty-fix companies of foot, with orders to act in 
fuch a manner, as to hinder the feveral bodies of Irifh, ftill in arms, from, joining (#). 
In p\irfuance of this order, he marched with great expedition to attack his old arita- 
gonift Mufkerry, who, with three times his force, was moving towards the army lately 
raifed by the Pope's Nuncio. The diligence his Lordfliip 11 fed was fuch, that he came 
up with the enemy unexpectedly, drove in, amidft a ftorm of thunder and lightning, 
their advanced guards on their main body, which foon after he attacked. The Irifli 
had all advantages, ground, numbers, and old officers from Spain, and had certainly 
been too hard for the Englifh, but for a quick ftratagem of Lord Broghill, who in the 
heat of action faid to thofe about him, Repeat what I fay y then raifing his voice, cried 
out, They run y they run ; which was foon ecchoed on all fides (y). The firft line of the 
Irifh looked behind to fee if their rear broke j thofe in the rear, hearing the noife of 
their enemies, and feeing the faces of their friends, concluded it was fo, and broke 
immediately ; after which they were abfolutely defeated. This difperfed the Irifh, made 
way for the taking of Limerick, and put an end to the war there (z). After Crom- 
well became Protedtor, he fent for Lord Broghill merely to have his advice, and 
we are told, that not long after his coming to England on that account, he made an 
attempt to engage the Proteftor to reftore the old conftitution, and fecure himfelf, 
his family, and his friends, by marrying one of his daughters to the King (a). This 
extraordinary ftory, as it refts on the credit, fo it fhall be given to the reader in its 
author's own words [£>]. He failed in that and fome other fchemes of the fame nature; 
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{D~\ This extraordinary ftory, as it rejls on the credit , 
Jhall be given to the reader in the author* $ o*wn words.] 
It may be urged to countenance this flrange ftory, that 
we have fome dark hints of it from other perfons ; 
that Lord Broghill was certainly the greater! favourite 
Cromwell ever had, and in all feafons a friend to his 
family ; and that Mr. Morrice, in his way of telling 
his tale, evidently fhews, that he had not a capacity 
> Morrlce's ^ or inventing it. Thus it runs (10): His Lordfhip 
Memoirs"^©- had now and then opportunities of a fecretcorrefpond- 
ger Earl of Or- ence with fome perfons about the King, by whom he 
rery, chap. iv. had founded the King's inclinations, which were fa- 
vourable to a deiign of making a match between his 
Majefty and one of Cromwell's daughters (the Lady 
Frances, as I remember) ; to promote which, he had 
orders to do whatever lay in his power ; and having 
his Majefty's leave, he took a fit occafion to move it 
to Cromwell, which he did in the following manner: 
He firlt acquainted Cromwell's wife and daughter 
with the deiign, and then caufed a rumour of it to 
be fpread abroad in the town ; and one day, coming 
out of the city, and coming to Cromwell's clofet, 
Cromwell immediately came to him, and walking 
with him alone, he afked where he had been ? My 
Lord anfwered, In the city ; Cromwell afked him 
what news there? My Lord anfwered, Very ftrange 
news ; Cromwell earneftly enquiring what it was, my 
Lord detained him a while, only by repeating it was 
ftrange news, and fmiling at the fame time ; Crom- 
well, by the delay, became more earneft to know it ; 
my Lord, af laft, replied, that perhaps he would be 
Vol. II, 


offended to hear it. Cromwell, not enduring any 
longer delay, allured him he would not, and there- 
fore conjured him to tell it : upon that, in a jocular 
way, my Lord told him, all the news in the city was, 
that he was going to marry his daughter Frances to 
the King ; Cromwell then, with a merry counte- 
nance, afked him, And what do the fools think of it > 
My Lord then replied, all liked it, and thought it 
the wifeft thing he could do, if he could accomplifh 
it. Upon that, Cromwell made a ftand, and look- 
ing ftedfaftly in my Lord's face, afked him, And do 
you believe fo too ? His Lordflup feeing him a little 
moved, faid he did believe it was the beft thing he 
could do to fecure himfelf. Cromwell then walked 
up and down the room, with his hands behind' him, 
in a very thoughtful manner, and at laft afked my 
Lord, What reafon he had to be of that belief? His 
Lordfhip reprefented to him how little he could con- 
fide in his own party, being, upon every occafion, 
fubject to murmur and repine ; how unlikely it was 
for him to continue long in that grandeur; the very 
fame perfons who fet him up, being willing to pull 
him down ; and, on the other hand, the King, in his 
great exigencies, would be ready enough to hearken 
to any propofition, rather than live in exile ; fo that 
he might make his own terms with him, and be Ge- 
neral of all the forces during life ; the loyal party 
would readily join with him in the work ; and if his 
daughter had children by the King (which was likely 
enough), he would thereby be endeared to King and 
Country, and would have fuch intereft in the crown, 
6 F t hat 
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but he managed fo dexteroufly, and fhewed fo true a defire of ferving both parties, 
without betraying either, that after Ireton's death, which happened before he left Ire- 
land, he was fcarcely ever lufpe&ed by Cromwell, who made him his companion, and 
thereby fixed him for his friend (b). In the year 1656, it v/as propofed to his Lord (hip 
by the Prote&or to go down to Scotland with an abiblute authority, either becaufe he 
fufpefted Monk, or was willing to give the people of that country fome fatisfa&ion, 
who complained of his feverity; but Lord Broghill was very unwilling to receive 
this charge, and took it at laft on thefe fingular conditions (<:). The firft was, that he 
fhould be left to himfelf, and receive no orders; the fecond, that no complaints fhould 
find creditor procure directions in his abfence; and the third, that he fhould be re- 
called in a year (d). Thefe terms were agreed to and performed on both fides : Brog- 
hill a£led abfolutely enough; complaints came thicker againfl him than againft Monk; 
but at the end of the year he came himfelf, difproved them, and gave Cromwell fuch 
fatisfadion, as made him look on him as his beft friend and the ableft man in his fer- 
vice (<?). He was very acceptable to the Scots, and gained a great influence over them, 
by fpeaking and afting moderately; but more cfpecially by his difintereftednefs, and 
by proceeding according to the dictates of his own reafon, and not at all from lights 
received, or friendfhips contracted, in that country (f). After he came back, he was, 
with Whitelock and Thurloe, admitted into all the confidence, that could be expe&ed 
from a perfon in the Prote&or's circumftances, who, if he had any cheerful moments, 
fpent them in their company, where he appeared quite another perfon than in the or- 
dinary courfe of his conduft, which was built on a policy peculiar to his condition, 
the people he had to deal with, and the critical conjuncture of the times (g). There 
were, no doubt, many in Cromwell's Court that envied and hated Lord Broghill, and 
did not fail to do him ill offices, but they had no efTett : for the cultom Cromwell had 
of taking nothing upon truft, and his experience of Lord Broghill's fidelity in times 
of the greateft danger, hindered him from giving way to fulpicions : as, on the 
other hand, the circumftances of thofe times affording frequent opportunities, Lord 
Broghill loft none of them, but with zeal and prudence took every advantage, and 
rendered important fervices to his patron, *he Protestor (h ) [£]. He flood high in his 
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that nobody could ever attempt any thing againft 
him, having a King his fon-in-law, and heir apparent 
to the crown his grand fon, and the whole power of 
the nation in his own hands ; by all which, his great- 
nefs would be for ever eftabliihed : Whereas, if he 
negleded thefe means, he could not expert to tranfmit 
his greatnefs to the next heir ; and, perhaps, would 
hardly be able to preferve it, during his own life. 
Cromwell gave great attention to thofe reafons; but, 
walking two or three turns, and pondering with him- 
felf, he told Lord Broghill, The King would never for- 
give me the death of his father. His Lordfliip de- 
fired him to employ fomebody to found the King in 
this matter, to fee how he would take it, and offered 
himfelf to mediate in it for him ; hut Cromwell 
would not confent, but again repeated, The King 
cannot, and will not, forgive the death of his father, 
and fo left his Lordflflp, who durft not tell him he had 
already dealt with his Majefty in that affair. Upon 
this, my Lord withdrew, and meeting Cromwell's 
wife and daughter> they enquired how he had fuc- 
ceeded ; of which having given them an account, he 
added, they mull try their intereft in him ; but none 
could prevail ; guilt lay fo heavy upon him, that he 
thought there could be no reconciliation, and fo that 
bufinefs broke off. 

[£] Rendered important fervices to his patron the Pro- 
teclor.] His Lordihip always thought he owed his 
life to Cromwell ; and that this induced him to be 
very faithful to him, and very careful of his intereft, 
very clearly appears in every ftep he took, both in 
England and in Ireland. But though Mr. Budgell 
(11) is pleafed to compliment the Protedor with an 
underftanding fuperior to that of Lord Broghill, yet 
I very much doubt whether he received any fuch gift 
from nature; and I rather think the contrary, becaufe 
I find that he allowed his Lordihip to take great li- 
berties with him ; commonly took his advice, and 
readily came in to his opinion, though oppofite to his 
own. Thefe, though they are certainly teftimonies 
of Cromwell's being a man of parts and good fenfe, 
yet are they proofs at ihe fame time, that Lord Brog- 
hill had greater parts, and better fenfe : nor could it 
well be otherwife, confidering the difference in their 
education, and the opportunities his Lordihip had of 
knowing much more of the world. His advifing the 
Protestor to take the title of King (12), was certajnly 
a proof that he wiilied him well, though Mr. Morricc 


thinks otherwife ; and perhaps his Lordihip, after the 
Reiteration, might not be difpleafed to have it fo 
thought, whatever his- fentiments might be at the 
time of giving this advice. He always recommended 
legal meafures to the Protedor, and perfuaded him 
to behave mildly to all forts of people. The Protedor 
himfelf was fo fenfible of this, that when he had in- 
telligence of the Marquis of Ormond's being in Lon- 
don, he fpoke of it to Lord Broghill, and gave him 
leave to make what ufe of it he pleafed (13). It is 
true, that not long after he was angry with his Lord- 
ihip about Lady Ormond, whofe papers he had feized, 
and among them, fome tender letters to her Lord, in 
which were dark hints of defigns againft his govern- 
ment. Lord Broghill knew his humour, and defircd 
to fee thofe papers; which being complied with, he 
proved to him that they were not the Lady Ormond's 
letters, but thofe of another Lady, with whom the 
Marquis had both amorous and political intrigues ; 
fo that a converfation that began with warmth, ended 
in laughter ; and his Lordihip had a double pleafure 
in undeceiving the Protedor, and preferring a very 
worthy woman from feeling the effeds of his ill- 
grounded refentment (14). His Lordfliip oppofed in 
parliament, and defeated the blackeft meafure that 
Cromwell ever entered into, which was the paffing a 
law for decimating the royal party; and his Lord- 
ihip s condud in this, was by far the greateft adion 
of his whole life. He made a fine fpeech, in which 
he fhewed the injuftice, cruelty, and folly, of that 
proportion ; and rinding upon the divifion that he 
Ihould lofe the queltion, which probably might have 
ended in lofing his life ; he had the boldnefs to fay, 
that he did not think fo many Englifhmen could be fend 
ofjlavery; upon which, fo many rofe and followed 
him, that the Speaker, without telling, declared from 
the chair the Noes ha<vt it ; and the bill was accord- 
ingly thrown out. Upon thi<, he came immediately 
up to Cromwell, and (aid, / have done you this day as 
great fcrvice as ever I did in my life. How ? returned 
Cromwell; By hindering your government, replied my 
Lord, from Becoming hateful, which already begins to 
be difliked ; for if this bill had paffed, three kingdoms 
would have rifen up again]} you ; and they were your 
enemies, not your friends, who brought it (15). This 
Cromwell fo firmly believed, that he never forgave 
or trufted them afterwards. A little before the Pro- 
tedor's death, as Lord Broghill was going with him 
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favour to the lafr, and it was, no doubt, in fome meafure owing to his gratitude that 
he attached hmtielf fo firmly as he did to his fon and fucceflbr Richard. On his af- 
iuming the fupreme power, none were obferved to have more credit with him than 
Lord Broghil), Dr. Wilkins, afterwards Bifhop of Chefler, and Col. Philips (/) ; but 
though they might be commonly called, yet fure they were never, ftriftly fpeaking, of 
his Cabinet Council : if they had, his adminiftration had beetrmore fteady. Indeed, 
Lord Broghill was capable of being many ways ufeful to him, as enjoying at that time 
Angular advantages. He was a general officer in the army in Ireland, a Lord of Oli- 
ver's creation, or one of the other Houfe, a Member of Parliament, in which he fat 
for fome place in England, as in former parliaments he had fat for Edinburgh, and 
as knight of the fhire for Cork, fo that few people could be fuppofed to have better 
intelligence or more extenfive influence (£). In all probability, therefore, Richard's 
government might have lafted longer, and done him more honour, if he had really 
done nothing without the advice of fuch a Cabinet Council, inftead of applying him- 
felf on emergencies only to Lord Broghill, who, in fuch cafes, however, was always ready 3 
particularly when he was fir ft attacked by the Council of Officers at Wall in gford Houfe, 
on which occafion he ferved him with equal firmnefs and dexterity (I) [/*']. As this 
expofed him to the refentment of the warmeft and moft powerful men at that time in the 
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in his coach to Weftminfter, and the crowd was fo 
great they could not get along, his Lordfhip obferved 
the door of a cooler's ftall open feveral times, and 
faw fomething bright behind it : he took his fword 
from his fide, and knocked againft the door ; upon 
which a tall man burfted out, and though Cromwell 
called to his guards to feize him, he made his efcape. 
He was known to be an officer that Cromwell had 
di ("obliged in Ireland ; and the Protector was fo ter- . 
rifled at this defign againft his life (for fo he juitly 
conceived it), that he would never go that way after- 
wards (16). 

[F] Sti'-ved him on that oecajto* nuitb equal firmnefs 
and dexterity,] It is a very fingular thing to advance, 
but that there wants not evidence to fupport it, that 
Cromwell did not love his own family lb well as Lord 
Broghill. He was afked upon his death-bed whom 
he appointed his fucceflbr ; to which he anfwered, 
that in fuch a clofet they would find his will, in which 
it feems he had named Fleetwood ; but one of the 
Protector's daughters getting firft to the drawer, took 
the will and deftroyed it (17). Thus Richard ob~ 
tained the government againft his father's intention, 
and Lord Broghill endeavoured all he could to main- 
tain him in it, even in fpite of his own incapacity. 
Richard having, confented to the meeting of a general 
council of officers, without confulting thofe called his 
cabinet-council ; the Lord Broghill blamed him for 
it, as of a dangerous confequence to the intereft of his 
Highnefs ; and on the day when the general council 
was to meet, he went thither with the Lord Howard 
and Lord Falconbridge, who promifed to afiift himj 
to Wallingford-Houfe (iS). They found above five 
hundred officers afTembled. After a long prayer by 
Dr. Owen, Major-general Defborough rofe up, and 
in a tedious fpeech put them in mind, how gracious 
the Lord had been, and how their arms had profpered, 
though he feared this profperity would not laft long, 
fince feveral fons of Belial had crept in amongft them, 
who, in all probability, would draw down the judg- 
ments of Heaven upon them : to prevent this, he 
thought it would be convenient to purge the army, 
and that the belt method of doing fo, would be, to 
propofe a teft, which all perfons who refufe to take, 
lhould be turned out ; and the tell which he propofed 
was, that every one fhould fwear, that he did believe 
in his confeience, that the putting to death the late 
King Charles Stuart, was lawful and juft. This pro- 
pofal of Defborough's was received with great ap- 
plaufe by moft of the aflembly, who cried out, Well 
moved ! and the Lord Howard and Falconbridge 
thinking it in vain to oppofe fo apparent a majority, 
rofe up and went to the Protector, to let him know 
of what was doing. The Lord Broghill; who had his 
wits about him, though vexed to fee him felf deferted 
by his two friends, as foon as the'affembly was filent, 
rofe up in his place, and faid that he was not of the 
fame opinion with the noble Lord who fpoke laft; 
that he was againft impofing any teft upon the army, 
as a thing which they had often declared againft ; 
and if they once came to put tefts upon themfelves, 
they would foon have them put upon them by other 
peop'e, and confequently lofe that liberty of con- 
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fcience for which they fo often fought ; that he was 
againft the particular teft propofed, becaufe he thought 
it unjuft and unreafonable to require men to fwear to 
the lawfulnefs of an action which they were not pre- 
fent at ; that many gentlemen on whom he had his 
eye, be fides him felf, were not prefent when the late 
king was put to death ; and therefore could not fwear 
to the lawfulnefs of a proceeding, the circumftances 
of which they were unacquainted with : but that if 
they would have a teft to purge the army, he con- 
ceived he had as good a right to propofe one as ano- 
ther man ; and therefore lhould take the liberty to 
propofe one, which he hoped would be found more 
reasonable, and more lawful, than that mentioned 
by the noble Lord who fpoke before him. He then 
propofed, that all perfons fhould be turned out of the 
army, who would not fwear to defend the eftabliftied 
government, under the Protestor and Parliament 2 
this teft he faid was reafonable, fince their own be- 
ing depended upon it, and lawful, becaufe it was to 
maintain the prefent government : he added, that \( 
this teft fholild have the ill fortune to be rejected in 
this council, he would move it the next day in the 
Houfe of Commons, where he was pretty confident 
it would meet with a better reception. Upon the 
conclufion of this fpeech, there was a louder cry of 
Well moved, than when Defborough had fpoke n be- 
fore. While the noife continued, and the aflembly 
were in fome confufion, Lord Broghill changing his 
place, and getting between Colonel Whaley and 
Gough, two hot men, and eafily fired, ufed fuch ar- 
guments to them, that each of them in a warm fpeech 
declared for the teft laft propofed. Fleetwood 'and 
Defborough, with feme of their moft trufty friends, 
finding it impoffible now to carry the teft which 
would have modelled the army as they defired, re- 
tired to confult what was to be done. After a fhort 
ftay, they returned to the Council, and declared* 
that they had ferioufly confidered of what the Lord 
Broghill had faid ; they confefTed that they had not at 
firft feen all the ill confequences of impofing tefts upon 
the army, but were at prefent fully convinced of them J 
to avoid which, and that they might remain united 
among themfelves, they propofed, that both the tefts 
that had been offered mould be withdrawn, to which 
the Lord Broghill, after fome little ftiffnefs, confented. 
One cannot well conceive how an affair of this na- 
ture could be managed with greater dexterity or pre- 
fence of mind ; and, at the fame time, it gives us fo 
perfect a notion of thofe times, and the fpirit and ge- 
nius of thofe who made a figure in them, that I can 
fcarcely believe we can meet with either more enter- 
taining or inftruftive pieces of hiiloiy, than thofe we 
have inferted in the courfe of this article (19). By 
them we plainly fee, what an effect particular kinds 
of rule have upon human nature, and how foon the 
republican fpirit had difTufed itfelf through the more 
active part of this nation ; for I pre fume that in 
Athens or Rome there never happened a freer debate 
than this, or where the iflue was more plainly de- 
termined by the power of fpeaking. The next 

note will confirm this notion by as ftrong an inftance 
of the fame kind, 
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kingdom, and as there never was a time when private piques were capable of doing even 
innocent and worthy men more mifchief, we need not wonder that the army leaders, 
who were alfo in the Houfe of Commons, transferred the campaign thither, and la- 
boured to raife a fpirit againft him there, who had already got the better of them in 
another place. But in this too they milcarried, though their fcheme was well laid ; for 
his Lordfhip as eafily baffled his own enemies in Parliament, as he had done the 
Proteftor's in the Council of Officers (m) [G]. But though he was fo well able to de- 
fend his own power, he foon found it was impoflible to fupport Richard, who wanted 
courage to maintain his own power, and firmnefs to retire into the city, and there de- 
clare for bringing back the King, and for a free Parliament, either of which, had he 
been well advifed, or rather, could he have taken good advice, might have been very 
practicable (»). But when Lord Broghill faw, that the honefty and good nature of 
Richard Cromwell would infallibly render him a prey to his enemies, of whom fome 
were of his own houfehold, he did not think it at all neceflary to fink with a man he 
could not fave. He had advifed him honeftly on both the topics before mentioned ; 
and therefore, as foon as he had diflblved the Parliament, Lord Broghill thought the 
Government fubverted, and himfelf abiblved from all ties to the Cromwell family, con- 
fidered as that of a Prince (0). To fecure himfelf, therefore, at lead from immediate 
danger, and to be out of the way of thofe new troubles which he forefaw would begin 
foon, he reiblved to go over to his command in Ireland, which he accordingly did : 
but he was very cautious and expeditious in his journey, and thereby over- reached Fleet- 
wood the third time, who had caufed fome fteps to be taken in order to feize him, but 
too late, and which ferved only to convince his Lordfhip, how happy a thing it was for 
him, that he fo prudently withdrew out of reach (p). As foon as he was fairly fettled 
in Munfter, he began to enquire, but with much circumfpeclion, into the temper, in- 
terefts, and power of the feveral officers of the army in that kingdom : but before he was 
in any condition to work upon their fentiments, or difcover his own, he was fummoned 
by the Parliament Commiflioners at Dublin to appear before them, which without he- 
fitation he did ; and though they had taken a refolution to confine him, yet he anfwered 
all they obje&ed to him fo clearly, and threw them into fuch a dilemma, by demand- 
ing the fole power of Munfter, upon their afking if he would undertake to keep it quiet, 
that they were glad to fend him back, with an admonition to be true to them 5 to 
which he anfwered, he had been, and would be, always true to the Englifh and Pro- 
teftant intereft in that country (q). He foon faw, after his return to his command, that 
there fubfifted no longer any kind of harmony amongft the officers, and that the body 
of the army were anxious for fuch a fettled authority, as might fecure to them the 
lands affigned them in that kingdom. Thefe he judged to be circumftances favourable 
to his fincere defign of reftoring the King and legal conftitution ; and as he conceived 
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£G] As eafily baffled his own enemies in Parliament* 
as he had done the Proteclor y s in the Council of Officers J\ 
In order to give a clear account of this matter, we 
are to refume the thread of the ftory from the laft 
note. The Council of Officers broke up about eight 
at night, upon which Lord Broghill went directly to 
the Protector, Richard, whom he found with the Lords 
Howard and Fakon bridge. Having gently re- 
proached thefe twe noblemen for having deferted him 
in the day of battle, he was anfwered, that finding it 
impoflible to oppofe the torrent, and that Fleetwood 
and Defborough were fure of carrying their point, 
they thought themfelves obliged to come away, and 
inform the Protector what was doing. The Lord 
Broghill then, to their no fmall furprife and fatisfac- 
tion, gave an account of his fuccefs ; but added, that 
he plainly faw, that council would do mifchief if 
they were fuffered to fit any longer (20) : he there- 
fore humbly advifed the Protector to difTolve them im- 
mediately. Richard afked in what manner he mould 
do it : Lord Broghill anfwered, that if his Highnefs 
pleafed, he would draw up a fhort fpeech for him, 
which he might deliver the next morning at the ge- 
neral council, after having fat amongft them about an 
hour. Richard promifed he would do fo ; upon 
which, Broghill immediately drew up a fhort fpeech. 
The next day at ten in the morning, the Protector, 
as had been agreed, went to the council, and, to 
the furprize of the afTembly, feated himfelf m a 
chair of Hate, which had been placed there for him. 
After having liftened to their debates about an hour, 
he rofe up, and with a much better grace than was 
expected, delivered himfelf to this effect (21 ) : Gentle- 
men, 1 I thankfully accept of your fervices, I have 

* confidered your grievances, and think the propereft 

* method to redrefs what is amifs amongft you, is, to do 

* it in the Parliament now fitting, and where I will 
< take care you fhall have juftice done you, I there- 


* fore declare my com million for holding this affem- 

* bly to be void, and that this general council is now 

* diflblved ; and I defire that fuch of you as are not 

* members of Parliament, will repair forthwith to 

* your refpective commands.' This fpeech, though 
extremely mild, was a thunder-clap in the ears of 
Fleetwood, Dejhorough, and all their party. They im- 
mediately guefled the Lord Broghill was the author of 
it (22), and refolved to fall upon him in Parliament. 
Accordingly, when the houfe met, they complained 
(with their eyes fixed on Lord Broghill) that they had 
been highly abufed and affronted by a certain noble Lord 
in that affembly, that they thought themfelves obliged t<r 
demand fatisfaclion, and therefore humbly moved* that 
an addrefs Jhould be prefented to , his Highnefs, the Pro- 
tec! or, to know who advifed him to diffblve the council 
of war, without the confent or knowledge of his Par- 
liament. Some of Lord Broghill* s friends who faw the 
ftorm was pointed at him, made figns to him to with- 
draw : his Lordfhip, however, fat ftill till his ene- 
mies had done fcolding, when he rofe up and fpoke 
in the following manner : Mr. Speaker, 1 I am not 
1 againft prefenting this addrefs, but humbly move, 
1 that another may be prefented to the Protector at 

* the fame time, to know who advifed the calling of 
f a General Council of Officers, without the confent 
1 or knowledge of the Parliament; for furcly if the 
1 man is guilty, who advifed the diflblution of this 

* Council, thofe people are much more guilty, who 

* durft advife his Highnefs to call fuch a Council, 

* without either the knowledge or confent of his Par- 

* liament.' The houfe, who fufpected the Council 
of Officers to be no friends to their power, were highly 
pleafed with thisfecond motion : they cried out, Well 
moved! and Fleetwood had the mortification to fee 
himfelf baffled a fecond time, by the dexterity of the 
Lord BroghilL 

this 
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this rightly, he conduced it prudently, and accompliflied it happily (r) [H]. It is ('> ^^jfe 
fomewhat ftrange, that, after taking fo much pains, and running fo many hazards in ™o"°ry. c 
bringing this important enterpriz^ to bear, very few of our public or general Hiftories JJjJJ^ft^ 

mily of the 
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[H] Conduced it prudently, and accompli fly ed it bap- 
pily.] It is not eafy to conceive an enterprize more 
difficult or dangerous than this undertaken by Lord 
Broghill, and undertaken, too, at a time when, as we 
have feen, he was greatly fufpefted by fuch as had 
the fupreme authority in Ireland, and who had he- 
fides a fufficient mcafure of power to have fecured 
and crulhed him, if any circumflance of his defign 
eame to their knowledge before it was ripened to fuch 
a degree, as might enable him to oppofe force by force 
(23). Yet under all thefe difficulties, and in the 
midft of fo many dangers, he determined to hazard 
every thing for the King's Reftoration ; but, at the 
fame time, addrelTed himfelf to the carrying on of 
this work with all the fecrecy and circumfpeftion that 
was neceflary ; both to prevent the Parliament Com- 
miflioners from gaining any intelligence, and to fe- 
cure to himfelf a party ftrong enough to deal with 
thofe, who, either from principle or intereft, might 
be abfolutely irreconcileable to the return of the Royal 
Family, and the reviving of the old conftitution in 
Church and State, the number and force of which 
party, no man living knew better than he did, or con- 
sequently how to deal with them. He founded all 
the officers in his own regiments of horfe, and regi- 
ment of foot, and found them very well difpofed to 
follow his fortunes ; only the Governor of Limerick, 
(24) Love's Me- Colonel Wilfon (24), not being immediately under 
moirs of the his command, he was for fome time cautious of truft- 
Earl of Orrery, ing him : but as that ftrong place would have been 
an infurmountable impediment to his defign, he re- 
folved to venture and try what he could do with him. 
Accordingly he fent a mefTenger to defire him to come 
to my Lord as privately as he could, becaufc he had 
fomething of the laft importance to confer with him 
about. When the governor came, he took him into 
his clofet, and after due preparation, began at fir ft to 
difcourfe in general, of the prefent (late of affairs, 
how un fettled they were ; adding, What think you, 
Colonel? The latter replied, that he could wifh they 
were othervvife, and fettled fome way or other : the 
Lord Broghill continued the difcourfe thus : / fee 
plainly that thofe at the hehn will rather unfettle, than 
fettle them, and therefore it --would he well if fome man 
of fpirit would fir and try to Bring things into a better 
order, for they cannot lajl as they are now. The Co- 
lonel laid, You, my Lord, are a fit man to ftir, I 
wonder why you don't. The Lord Broghill replied, 
/ am not a man of any great inter eft, and am fufpecled 
already. No doubt, fays the Colonel, many perfons 
will be glad to join with you in fo neceflary an un- 
dertaking ; for my part, I will be one ; Well then, 
replied my Lord, will you indeed join with me in any 
good defgn ? The Colonel anfwered, I will, there's 
my hand, and will itick clofe to you to the death. 
Lord Broghill proceeded, Thefe kingdoms will never 
Be well without a Free-Parliament ; every one complains 
cf the opprefjions of Committees , will you join with me 
in declaring for a Free-Parliament? I will, fays the 
Colonel, with all my heart I will. Will you do it, 
continued my Lord, if there were a King at the hot- 
torn? The Colonel anfwered, I like it the better. 
Then Lord Broghill acquainted him what his in- 
tentions were ; to fend to his Majefty and invite him 
to come to Ireland, where all Munfter was ready to 
receive him ; adding, that he would fend to Sir 
Charles Coote in the North, and to Colonel Monk, 
in Scotland, to defire them to declare for the fame 
thing ; which the Colonel highly approved of, and 
vowed that he would live and die with him in it. My 
Lord enjoined him to fecrecy, upon which the whole 
matter depended, and the Colonel immediately fvvore 
it. After this, he returned to Limerick, to prepare 
for putting the defign in execution ; and by a Gentle- 
man who accompanied him thither from Lord Brog- 
hill's houfe, he returned a letter to my Lord, in which 
he faid, that he wrote it, and fubferibed it purpofely 
with his own hand, that if ever he proved falfe, that 
letter might rife up in judgment againft him. The 
Lord Broghill difpatched a Gentleman whom he 
could confide in, to Sir Charles Coote, in the North 
of Ireland, to difpofe him to engage with him in 
declaring for a Free-Parliament, which Coote did 
Vol. II. 


very readily; wanting only fuch an invitation from a 
perfon of name and intereft ; for he had taken dif- 
guft at the fuperiority of Lieutenant-General Ludlow, 
and the Parliament's Commiffioners, and thought that 
his ferviees, which had been very eminent, were not 
fufficiently rewarded by the Prefidency of Connaught. 
When the Gentleman returned from Sir Charles 
Coote, and told the Lord Broghill what his refolu- 
tion was, his Lordfhip procured a letter figned by 
mod of the chief officers in Ireland, to invite the King, 
then atBruffels, into that kingdom. Lord Broghill's 
brother, the Lord Shannon, was fent with this letter, 
which his Majefty received before matters were quite 
fettled with Monk, and refolved to embark at Calais 
for Cork ; where the Lord Broghill promifed to re- 
ceive him with a good force. But before he could take 
mipping, an addrefs Came from the Convention in 
England, which invited him thither, and put off the 
voyage to Ireland. In the mean time it began to be 
rumoured, that Broghill and Coote had intelligence 
with Monk, and that their defign was for a Free- 
Parliament : Coote, impatient of delay, made that 
declaration, having engaged a good part of the army 
in Ireland to join with him in it. Colonel Brayfield, 
Governor of Athlone, refufing to do it, Sir Charles 
brought down his forces before it, and, by tamper- 
ing with fome of the garrifon, and affirming that 
Brayfield would deliver them up to him, prevailed 
with them to open the gates of the caftle, and betray 
the Governor into his hands. Colonel Temple pof- 
felled himfelf of Carlow, and turned out Colonel 
Pretty ; Captain Lille difpoffeffed Colonel Delborough 
of Drogheda; Colonel Fouke, aflifted by the cavaliers, 
feized Youghal ; Major Stanley had done the fame 
at Clonmell ; Colonel Cooper was removed from his 
command in the North, and a friend of Coote's put 
into it with little or no oppofition ; and lefs ftill in 
Munfter; where the Lord Broghill declared for a 
Free-Parliament, though not fo haftily as Sir Charles 
Coote did, which occasioned a letter from the latter 
to his Lordlhip, wherein he tells him, that the defign 
of declaring for a Free-Parliament began to take 
vent, and I am therefore, fays he, forced to declare 
before the time determined, left I Ihould be cir- 
cumvented or hindered by the Rump-party ; upon 
which account I defire your Lordlhip forthwith to do 
the fame, that the whole force of the enemy may not 
be employed again ft me, but may be divided : re- 
member, your Lordfhip firft put me upon this defign, 
and, therefore, Ihould not leave me, in what you 
firft put me upon. Lord Broghill, who was ready to 
begin the work, if he had thought the time proper 
for it, could not help thinking that Coote had pre- 
cipitated it ; yet finding he had done fo, refolved to 
fupport him, and accordingly declared for a Free- 
Parliament, which was then underftood to be the 
King, whom they did not care directly to mention, 
it being made treafon by fo many laws. By this 
means the Parliament party were thrown into great 
perplexity, and knew not what method to take, being 
confined between the two powers ; and Lord Brog- 
hill and Coote met with as little oppofition as could 
well be expected, from perfons who were in poffeffion 
of the government. The gentlemen fent Captain 
Campbell to Colonel Monk, to acquaint him with 
their proceedings ; but he had no more concern in 
the revolution in Ireland, than Lord Broghill had in 
that of England (25). It may however be affirmed, 
that this great turn of affairs in Ireland, could not 
but influence thofe of England in fome meafure, as 
it rendered it very apparent, that if the King were 
not brought in to prevent a war, nothing but a war 
could keep him out ; and in making fuch a war, it 
had been very difficult for fuch as were moft averfe to 
the Royal Caufe, to find officers and troops that they 
could Uruft ; for though there might be many among 
the former that did not love the King, yet at the 
fame time they hated each other fo heartily, that 
they were in no condition of ading in fuch a man- 
ner as would have been requifite to oppofe him (26), 
more efpecially after it became evident, that both 
Scotland and Ireland would declare for him. 
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afcribe fo much to him in this particular as he deferved. Some accufe him of back- 
ward nefs (j), others excufe his flownels in fuch a manner (/) as amounts to a new 
charge, and almoft all agree, that, in this great event, he afted as an affiftant or fe- 
condto Sir Charles Coote («). But, upon a ftriti: and impartial examination, it will 
appear, that none of thefe imputations ought to ftick on his memory ; fince there are 
the ftrongeft proofs that his loyal intentions were clear, his conduft prudent and difc 
creet, and his declaration prior, in point of time, to Sir Charles Coote's, which are 
points that deferve to be difcuired (w) [/]. He it was, that conducted the great ftep 
of recovering the caftle of Dublin, which Sir Hardrefs Waller had found means to 
fecure after it had been feized by the officers well affedted to the King. He it was, that 
conduced all things in the Convention, and, by flow and fure fteps, led on that great 
change, in a manner equally happy for Prince and people ; and he it was, who made a 
juft and honeft ftand for the Proteftant intereft againft the Fapifts, who, though they 


[/] Which are points that deferve to be dif cuffed.] 
The great abilities, the great fervices, and the great 
favour, that Lord Broghill, afterwards Earl of Or- 
rery, was in, drew upon him, as might be naturally 
expected, a heavy load of envy ; and it has been, in 
fome meafure, the misfortune of that Nobleman, that 
thofe who were leaft acquainted with his affairs, as 
well as leaft fatisfied with his conduct, have under- 
taken to give the world an account of it, which, per- 
haps, has been too eafdy and too generally believed. 
As for inflance, the noble hiftorian fpeaks of him 
thus (27) : * The Lord Broghill, who was Prefidentof 

* Munfter, and of a very great intereft and influence 
4 upon that whole province, though he had great wa- 
1 rinefs in difeovering his inclinations, as he had great 

* guilt to reftrain them, yet hated Lambert fo much, 
1 that he lefs feared the King, and fo wiftied for a 

* fafe opportunity to do his Majefty fervice : and he 
4 had a good poft, and a good party to concur with 
f him, when he mould call upon them, and think fit 

* to declare.' One may very eafily perceive that the 
Earl of Clarendon had conceived an ill opinion of 
Lord Broghill, and wrote under the influence of that 
conception, which induced him to think there was 
very little loyalty in that Lord's declaring for the 
King : but the bufinefs is to know whether the Earl's 
opinion was well founded ; and there are many, and 
thofe unqueftionable proofs, that it was not ; but 
that Lord Broghill was always a loyal fubjeft, and 
always efteemed fo by fuch as knew him beft, both 
friends and enemies. While the Irifh war lafted, he 
thought it his duty to do his utmoft in favour of 
the Proteftant intereft; and to do this, he ferved un- 
der the Parliament, in which he wanted not both ra- 
tional and legal j unifications (28). In 164.8, when it 
was vifible that their army had got the better of the 
parliament, it appears, by a letter from the Marquis 
of Ormond to Lord Broghill, that the latter had of- 
fered himfelf, and all that was in his power, for the 
fupport of the royal caufe (29). When he found it 
out of his power to4lir in Ireland, he came over to 
live privately in England ; but conceiving it diftio- 
nourable to remain at his eafe, while his mafter knew 
not where to hide his head, he wrote a letter to King 
Charles II. and offered him his fervice. A copy of 
this letter, and of the King's anfwer, was found in 
Secretary Cowpcr's cabinet, at the taking of Guern- 
fey-caftle, and fent to the Parliament, who refolved 
to take his life for it. But Cromwell knowing how 
ufeful he might be in Ireland, offered to be bound, 
body for body, that he fhould drop his former defign, 
and enter into their fervice ; which he did, but not 
till he had afked the King's leave, who gave it with 
this gentle reftriction, that when he was lefs in danger , 
he Jhould remember his duty (30). How he ferved in that 
war, has been fhewn, and againft whom ; but Crom- 
well ft ill fufpecled, and Ire ton hated him. Nay, af- 
ter Lord Broghill had been in Scotland, and had 
done Cromwell fo much fervice there, he could not 
obtain leave to return to fcis command in Ireland, 
becaufe Henry Cromwell reprefented to his father, 
that his intereft in that country was fo great, and his 
intentions to ferve the royal family fo well known, 
that it would not be fafe to let him come there (31). 
It is, indeed, true that he had thoughts of Ihewing 
his loyalty to the King, without being ungrateful to 
Cromwell, or to his family, for whom he had much 
tendcrnefs and refpett ; but even this was not done 
without hazard, for Oliver had his fpies abroad, and 
when Lord Broghill, in company with the Protector's 


children, Lord Falconbridge, and Lord Carlifle, had 
drank the King's health, one evening, at the Bear at 
the Bridge-foot, the Protector had notice of it before 
they got home, but thought fit to pafs it by, for 
which his Lordihip had not the lefs obligation to him 
(32). It is faid that he managed his delign in Ire- 
land for the King's reftoration with great fecrecy, 
and this is afcribed to a certain habit in him ; and 
furely that was no bad habit, fince Sir George Booth 
about the fame time had like to have loft his life, by 
declaring precipitately (33). But Sir Charles Coote 
fent over Sir Arthur Forbes to the King at Bruflcls, 
before Monk declared. And what then ? Lord Brog- 
hill alfo fent over his brother, the Lord Shannon, 
with a letter quilted in the neck of his doublet, fig- 
nifying, that he had fecured the town of Cork, and 
had a body of five thoufand old Proteftant troops ready 
for his Majefty 's fervice (34). It is indeed true, that 
after the King came to London, he fuffered himfelf, 
in fome meafure, to be perfuaded that Sir Charles 
Coote was the firft man that ftirred for him in Ireland ; 
but Lord Broghill foon fet this to rights, by fending 
the King Sir Charles Coote's letter upon his declaring, 
in which was the following paragraph, than which 
nothing can be clearer: Remember, my Lord, that you 
firft put me upon this defign, and I befeech you forfake me 
not in that which you firft put me upon, which was to 
declare for the King and Parliament (35). This, as 
might be well expected, placed every thing in a pro- 
per light : his Lordihip was foon after made Earl of 
Orrery, fworn of the King's Privy-Council, appointed 
one of the Lords Juflices, and Lord Pre fide nt of Mun- 
fter. To Ihew that thefe favours were not the effects 
of policy, but of a fincere fehfe of his Lordfhip's 
merit, the following letter will appear a moft con- 
vincing proof, though written two years after the Re- 
ftoration (36). 

The King to the Earl of Orrery. 

1 k° rc * Orrery, I am fo fenfible of the many 

* ^ fervices you have done me, as I am a (named 

* this ftiould be the firft letter to thank you for them ; 
4 and though I have been failing to you in this kind. 

* I aft u re you I will never be wanting to myfelf and 

* you in the eflential part of what I owe fo good a 

* fervant as you are to me, and be confident, that 
' upon all occafions you (hall find the value and kind- 

* nefs I have for you. I hope in a few days to dif- 
1 patch the Ad of Settlement with the' reft you fent 

* for my approbation, and will make all poftible fpeed 
< to fend my Lord Lieutenant to you, whereby the 
' intire fettlement of that kingdom may be finifhed, 

* and I may receive the benefit of that which you 

* have been fo inftrumental in. I fhall not now enter 
' into the particular thanks for every fervice you have 

* done me ; I fhould not have room in this fheet to 

* fay any thing elfe ; but in the general I hope you 

* are fo juft to me as to believe I have that fenfe of 

* them I ought to have. I will now tell you that I 

* have read your firft play, which I like very well, 

* and do intend to bring it upon the ftage as foon as 

* my Company have their new ftage in order, that the 

* fcenes may be worthy the words they are to fet 
4 forth : for the laft I have only feen in my Lord 

* Lieutenant's hands, but will read it as foon as I 
1 have leifure. I have no more to fay to you at pre- 
' fent, but affure you I am, 

Whitehall, Feb. Your very affectionate Friend, 
26th, 1662. CHARLES R. f 
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began his father's troubles, would never yield Charles II. obedience, and at this time 
had not moved a finger in his quarrel, yet were now very loyal in their exprefiions, and 
thence hoped to run away with the reward (#). But Lord Broghill coming over to 
England, prevented many inconveliiencies that might have happened ; gave the King 
and his Minifters true notions of the affairs of that country; explained the views, and 
ftated the force of the feveral parties there ; and pointed out the true means of bringing 
all things in that kingdom into regularity and order (y). In consideration of, as well 
as an inconteftable proof of, thefe well-timed and eflential fervices, his Majefty, by 
letters patent bearing date Sept. 5, 1660, advanced him to the honour of Earl of Or- 
rery in the county of Cork (z) ; and Sir Maurice Eultace, a faft friend of the Duke of 
Ormond's, being appointed Chancellor, Roger Earl of Orrery, and Charles (Coote) Earl 
of Montrath, were, with him, made Lords Juftices, about the clofe of that memorable 
year (a). In the month of January following, he went over to that kingdom, and 
entered on the difcharge of his high office (b). But we are told by fome who wrote 
Memoirs of his Life, that he rendered a mod Angular fervice to the Proteftants in 
Ireland before his departure, which totally defeated the fchemes formed by the Irifli 
to render his Majefty's Declaration, as to the fettlement of that kingdom, void and 
ineffectual, at leaft in a great meafure (c). But I muft acknowledge, that upon exa- 
mining the matter ftriftly, and comparing all its circumftances, one cannot help fuf- 
pedting there is fome miftake, either as to the fadl itfelf, or in the manner of relating it. 
The paflage, however, is curious ; and as there is reafon to doubt whether it was ever 
before called in queflion, it fliall be particularly examined in the notes [JT|. His 
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[K] It Jhall he particularly examined in the notes.] 
One great defign of this work is to rectify the mif- 
takes made by general hiftorians, in reference to per- 
fonal hiftory, and the oppofite error to this; the tranf- 
greflions of private memoir writers, againft the truth 
of general hiftory. It is commonly obferved, in re- 
fpect to fuch as compofe the memoirs, characters, 
or hiftories of eminent perfons, that they are carried 
to fuch undertakings, either from a grateful fenfe of 
favours conferred upon them ; from a particular 
knowledge of fome of the principal points, of which 
they undertake to write ; or from a warm affection 
for the caufe and conduct of the perfon whofe me- 
mory they celebrate. It muft be allowed, that all 
thefe are not only juft but laudable motives to works 
of this fort ; yet Hill they fuppofe a biafs in favour of 
the perfon, whofe actions are thus preferved. Such a 
prejudice is not only incident to, but infeparable from 
human nature, and though in ftrictnefs we muft al- 
low it to be a weaknefs, yet it is fuch a weaknefs as 
ought to be corrected without cenfure, which is what 
I aim at in this note. The noble perfon of whom I 
am fpeaking, made fo great a figure in his lifetime, 
that feveral perfons undertook to write memoirs of 
his actions from their own knowledge, and the notices 
they received from their friends; and though, in ge- 
neral, thofe performances are very ufeful, and let us 
into the truth of feveral tran factions, about which 
we mould be otherwife in the dark, yet they are not 
totally free from defects ; as will be evident from the 
inftance we are now going to give : and in order to 
place this in as clear a light as poflible, we will fir ft 
of all ftate the matter as thefe writers have reprefented 
it, and then fhew to what objections their account is 
liable ; how far it agrees with, and m what circum- 
ftances there are good grounds to fufpect it deviates 
from truth. As for their account, it runs thus (37) : 
The Irifh Roman Catholics, foon after the King's re- 
turn, prefented a petition to him by Sir Nicholas 
Plunket, and others commiflioned for that purpofe, to 
defire they might be reftored to their eftates. This 
in effect would have ruined the Proteftants, who chofe 
the Earls of Orrery, Montrath, and fix more, to op- 
pofe their adverfaries before the King and the Coun- 
cil. The Irifh CommifTioners were fo appreheniive of 
the Earl's eloquence and addrefs, upon fuch an oc- 
cafton, that Mr. Morrice, his chaplain, allures us, 
they came to him, and offered him eight thoufand 
pounds in money, and to fettle eftates of feven thou- 
fand pounds per annum upon him and his heirs, if he 
would not appear againft them at the council-board. 
But the Earl rejected this propofal with a generous 
difdain, and told them, that ftnee he had the honour 
to be employed by the Proteftants, he would never 
have the bafenefs to betray them. This great caufe 
was heard at length, in a very folemn manner, before 
the King and Council ; where, when the Irifh Com- 
mifTioners had offered all they thought proper, and 
expatiated upon the loyalty of their principles, the 


Earl, after an handfome compliment to the King, 
boldly affirmed that his Proteftant fubjects in Ireland 
were the firft that formed an effectual party for reftor- 
ing him, which the King readily bore witnefs to. 
He then reprefented, that the Irifh Papifts, after the 
ccflation of arms, had fent no afliftance to the late 
King, as they had prom i fed to do, and would have 
cut off the Marquis of Ormond, his Majefty's Lord 
Lieutenant, at Kilkenny, which Lord Ormond aver- 
red to be true, and that they not only refufed to re- 
ceive him into Limerick, but endeavoured to inter- 
cept and murder him, in his return to Dublin. Then 
the Earl of Orrery produced a paper figned by Plun- 
ket, and feveral of the fupreme council at Kilkenny, 
afking him if it was not his hand, and if the hands 
of others of them, then prefent, were not of their 
writing. The Marquis of Ormond feeing it, cried, Sir 
Nicholas Plunket, that is certainly of your writing; 
which neither he nor the others could deny ; and it 
being read, it appeared to be an order of the fupreme' 
council to profecute the Marquis of Ormond by name, 
then Lord Lieutenant, and his party, with fire and 
fword. Upon this the Earl of Orrery faid, Thofe 
muft be very loyal fubjects indeed, that had declared 
war againft his Majefty's Commiffioners ! He added 
It will be proved to this moft Honourable Board, that 
the Irifh did not only declare war againft his Majefty's 
Lieutenant, but that Sir Nicholas Plunket himfelf 
had been impowered by them by a commiffion under 
the hands of the fupreme council, which he alfo pro- 
duced, and the IrilTt Commiflioners could not deny 
the hand-writing of Plunket, and others of them, 

* to offer the Pope the Kingdom of Ireland ; and if 

* he refufed it, to offer it to the King of Spain ; and 

* in cafe he would not accept of it, to make the fame 
1 offer to the King of France, the Duke of Lorrain, 

* or any other catholic Prince.' Then his Lordfhip 
fhewed the council another paper fubferibed as before, 
and defired it might be read. It was a petition drawa 
up by the heads of the Irifh nation, about the tranf- 
plantation ; wherein they gave the commonwealth par- 
liament the ftyle and title of the fupreme authority, 
acknowledging it to be juftiy and lawfully lodged in 
their affembly, to whom they fubmitted their lives 
and fortunes. Upon this the Irifh petition was re- 
jected, and Plunket and the other Popifh deputies 
were forbidden the King's prefence and Court. The 
Earl of Montrath and the fix other Proteftant Com- 
miflioners were very inquifitive to know how the 
Earl of Orrery procured thefe papers, and why he 
had not communicated them to his Fellow- Commif- 
fioners before the hearing. His Lordfhip told them, 
that he would not truft his brother with them, for 
fear that if it were known he had fuch original papers, 
the Papifts, who were confident of fuccefs without fuch 
evidence againft them, might ufe fome art or other 
to render them ineffectual, which if they were fur- 
prifed with them they could not do. He faid that 
the manner of his coming by fuch originals, was very 

extra- 
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tonduft, during the time of his being at the head of the government there; was fuch; 
as contributed to make the fubje&s eafy and contented; and his moderation, in con- 
junction with the fame good quality in his colleagues, helped to reconcile all the jarring 
parties and different religions in that kingdom to a quiet obedience, at leaft, of the 
new eftablilhment (d). When, therefore, the Earl of Montrath, who had fo gene- 
roufly concurred with him in the King's Reftoration, was removed by death, his Lord- 
fhip and the Lord Chancellor Euftace were continued, and fworn again Lords Juftices, 
Jan 14, 1661 (e). He gave all the necelTary lights to the King and his Miniftry, as 
to the affairs of that ifland, by which they proceeded here. He drew the bill of fettle- 
ment with his own hand, by which he came nearer the character of a Legiflator, than 
almoft any modern Statefman our Hiftory has recorded. For by this he fixed the pro- 
perty, and gave titles to their eftates to a whole nation ; and as it was the work of his 
head to contrive, fo it was left to his induftry and influence to get pafled, the Act of 
Settlement, which he performed to the lafting fecurity of the Proteflant intereft in 
Ireland. It is very remarkable, that as great a fervice as this was to the Englifh na- 
tion, as much as it contributed to the eafe and fafety of the government, and as far as 
it went in compofing the difputes that were almoft ready to have kindled a new flame 
in Ireland, yet nobody difputed this merit with the Earl of Orrery (f). . The Aft of ZitVtlt 
Settlement, though as juft and reafonable as a law of fo general a nature could be, of orrerv'sSr&t 
did not fatisfy every body* The Irifli Papifts were provoked, the enthufiaftic Fanatics Let ers ' 
were ill pleafed 3 and though the wifer, better, and major part of the people faw good 
caufe to be grateful and content, yet thofe who were otherwife were by much the more 
reftlefs, clamorous, and uneafy; and all thefe difcharged their gall very freely on 
Orrery (g) 9 When matters were brought into this condition, and all things wore a 
peaceable and regular afpeft, his Lordfliip was difcharged of the burthen of govern- 
ment, his Grace the Duke of Ormond being fworn Lord Lieutenant, July 28, 1662, 
and the Earl of Orrery remitted to his more confined exercife of power in his province 
of Munfter (b). But in this fituation he ftill continued to labour all in his power for 
the public advantage, giving fuch lights and informations to the Duke of Ormond as he 
defired, and which, as they are ftill preferved, remain indelible proofs of his public 
fpirit and private friendfhip (/). Amongft other great fervices rendered in this manner, 
one was in the following year, 1663, when he acquainted the Lord Lieutenant with a 
defign formed for feizing Dublin-caftle, and which is commonly called Jephfon's 
plot (k) [L]. His Lordfhip's aftive and free courfe of life had brought upon him fome 

difeafes 
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extraordinary : That upon his being named one of 
the Deputies of Ireland, a plain, grave, country 
gentleman came to his houfe in Munfter, and defired 
to fpeak with him in private ; and being admitted, he 
faid, * That he heard his Lordfliip was going to court 

* in fuch a commiffion, and knowing him to be a 

* man of integrity, he had brought fome papers, 

* which he thought would be ufeful to him for the 

* Englifh intereft, againft the Irifli j that he would 

* not truft his own fon with them, and therefore came 

* in perfon to wait upon his Lordfhip, and deliver 
c them to him.' The Earl afked how he procured 
them ? The gentleman replied, that he had had fuch 
a commiffion iff the army, and one of his fold i ers, in 
rifling the houfe of a Papift of diftinclion, brought 
away thefe papers, which he took from him, and laid 
them up fafe, to be made ufe of upon occafion, and 

none could be more proper than the prefent. It is 

very true, that foon after the Reftoration, and while 
the Convention was fitting at Dublin, Lord Broghill, 
afterwards Earl of Orrery, Sir Charles Coote, after- 
wards Earl of Montrath, and others, were fent over 
to reprefent the de fires of the nation to the King ; 
and it is alfo true, that thefe Commiffioners fupported 
the caufe of the Proteftants againft fuch as appeared 
on behalf of the Irifh Papifts (38) ; but I do not find 
that Plunket was then their agent. Many months 
after this, when the parliament was fitting, and the 
Earl of Orrery was one of the Lords Juftices, Com- 
miffioners were appointed to fupport, in England, the 
Aft of Settlement, and thofe chofen by the houfe of 
Lords were the Earl of Kildare, the Lord Vifcount 
Montgomery, the Bifhop of Elphin, and the Lord 
Kingfton (39). After this, in 1661, the Lords Juf- 
tices fent the Bifhop of Cork, the Lord Kingfton, 
and Mr, Piggot, then Mafter of the Wards, as their 
agents to England, and thefe were the perfons that 
produced the papers in queftion, and defeated all the 
endeavours of Sir Nicholas Plunket, and the reft of 
the Irifli agents, by producing the inftruclions to 
Plunket, as is very evident, from the order of coun- 
cil, dated at Whitehall, March 14, 1 661-2, in which 
the whole affair is very clearly ftated (40). At this 


time the Earl of Orrery was one of the Lords Juftices, 

and in Ireland ; the Earl of Montrath died the 18th 

of October preceding this tranfaclion ; and Mr. Carte 

informs us, that the Bifhop of Cork had, by fome 

means or other, found the originals of the inftru- 

ments before mentioned, and was the perfon who 

produced them at the council-table (41). As for the (40 L »*" e ot ~ 

Earl of Orrery's zeal for the Proteflant intereft, the ormM^Vol 

offers made him by the Irifli Papifts, and his reject- TT „ ' 

ing them, they may be, and probably were true ; 

but as to the Earl of Orrery's producing thefe papers 

at the council-table, after they had fallen into his 

hands, in fo extraordinary a manner, it is plain they 

are circumftances added at random, and have no 

foundation in truth. 

[L] And which is commonly called Jephfon's plot.] 
We have, in another place, given the reader fome ac- 
count of this infurreclion, and fhall not therefore 
dwell upon it here. That it was difcovered by the 
Earl of Orrery to the Lord Lieutenant, appears to 
have been a thing of notoriety in thofe days (42), (42) Cox's FJul 
though there is no particular account of it in his of I rc ! and » 
Lordfhip's letters : but the following epiftle from his VoL a * p * *• 
Royal mafter, which is preferved amongft them, will 
put the matter of fact entirely out of doubt, and efta- 
blifh this point of fervice as effectually as can be de- 
fired. 


King Charles II. to the Earl of Orrery (43). 

JyjY Lord of Orrery, Though I had before I 
received your's of May 23, a relation of the 
confpiracy againft the caftle of Dublin, from my 
Lord of Ormond, as alfo of the part you had in the 
difcovery of it ; yet I was glad to read in your's, 
many more particulars, efpecially for the applica- 
tion you ufed, to prevent the further growth of this 
villany, which was fo much, according to my judg- 
ment, that I cannot but recommend to you the fame 
manner of proceeding, if we fhall be fo unhappy 
as to meet with any more fuch occaftons. In the 
mean time, I defire you to be affured, that I have 
all the value I pught to have for your perfon, and 
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difeafes and infirmities, which gave him much pain and uneafinefs ; and a fever that fell 
into his feet, joined to the gout, with which he was often afflidted, abated much of 
that vigour which he had fliewect in the earlier part of his life : but his induftry and 
application were ftill the fame, and bent to the fame purpofes, as appears from his let- 
ters, which fhew at once a capacity and an attention to bufinefs, which does honour to 
that age, and may ferve as an example for this (I). But, on particular emergencies, 
when the State could not be ferved by fpeeches, or pen and ink, the Earl of Orrery 
forgot his ill ftate of health and infirmities to fuch a degree, as (hewed how far public 
fpirit can fupply all things, even youth and ftrength, to fuch as are truly affedted there- 
with. On the King's fignifying his defire of feeing his Lord (hi p in England, he went 
over in 1665, and found things at Court in fome diforder (m). His Majefty had taken 
a refolution of removing the Earl of Clarendon, Lord High 'Chancellor, on account of 
his behaving fo imperioufly, that one of his Majefty's complaifant temper could no 
longer bear it ; and he had fo good an opinion of the Earl of Orrery's judgment, in- 
tegrity, and fitnefs for that high employment, that he offered him the Seals, as Lord 
Keeper, which, however, he declined, on account of his want of bodily vigour, which 
the King did not take at all amifs (n). But he accepted, and performed, a mod diffi- 
cult and difagreeable commiffion from his matter, which was to expoftulate with his 
brother the Duke of York, and bring him to afk pardon for fome fteps he had taken 
to fupport the Chancellor ; and That y by the Earl of Orrery's perfuafion, he was 
brought to do. In this fituation of things, {landing equally well with the Royal bro- 
thers, he might have had any thing ; but his Lordfhip defired no more than he had 5 
and therefore, as foon as he had done what was expefted from him here, he went back 
again to Ireland, neither greater nor richer than he came from thence $ and though no 
creature of Clarendon's, yet no mighty friend to the Minifters that fupplanted him (0). 
On his coming back to Munfter, he found himfelf called to a new fcene of aftion. The 
firft Dutch war was then at its height, and the French atfling alfo in confederacy with 
them, and both ufing all their endeavours to rake together the fcattered allies of rebel- 
lion, and by countenancing the Regicides, and other dangerous perfons abroad, to fpirit 
up an infurre£tion either in England or Ireland > he, who knew better than any man 
Kow to deal with and difcover the intrigues of the Fanatics, was put to keep a conftant 
guard againft their fecret contrivances, and at the fame time was obliged to watch with 
equal diligence the attempts that might be made on the coafts by the enemies joint 
naVal force (p ). How he difcharged his truft in both, is largely fet forth by his own 
pen, not in a ftudied account of his own fervices, but in papers occafionally written iii 
direction to others, or to defire from the Lord Lieutenant, with whom he flood then in 
high favour, inftru&ions for himfelf (q). The fcheme formed by the Duke de Beau- 
fort, Admiral of France, for a defcent upon Ireland, and fecuring the noble harbour 
of Kinfale, was defeated by the Earl of Orrery, who dilcovered all the alacrity of & 
young man in repairing thither, alTembling a force lufficient to cover the town and 
port, and guns to mount upon the works i at the fame time that he alfo fhewed the 
judgment and experience of an old Statefman, in laying hold of fo fair an opportunity 
to make the terror of the people, and the alarm of the Government, turn to the ad- 
vantage of the country, by procuring a fort and regular fortifications to be eredled (r). 
This was afterwards done under the direction of his Lordfhip, who had thereby an op- 
portunity of fignalizing his fkill (which was great) as an engineer in the conftruclion of 
Fort Charles, and of demonflrating, which was very fingular, his public fpirit as a 
Patriot, by contributing his private credit, and advancing his own money, for the fer- 
vice of the nation (i). By his care in this particular, one of the befl ports in the Bri- 
tifh dominions was put into a proper ftate of defence againft enemies, and rendered a 
moft commodious refuge in time of war, both for our Eafl and Weft India fleets (/). 
TBut, in the midft of all his labours, and in fpite of all his fervices, in 1667, a difpute 
arofe between him and his old friend the Duke of Ormond (a), then Lord Lieutenant, 
of which it is necefTary to fay fomewhat, though it is but too vifible, that* after all 
that can be faid, in a great meafure, pofterity will remain ftill in the dark as to the true 
grounds of this quarrel [M]. But upon what grounds foever it began, both Peers 
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< affe<5lion to my ferviee ; and that I mail on all oc- 

* cafions requite it as 

* Whitehall June Your affeelionate Friend, 
■ 13th, 1663. 7 

■ CHARLES R.' 

[jlf J Pofterity will remain ftill in the darky as to 
the true grounds of this guar re I.] It may to fome feem 
tedious, and to others trifling, to defcend into a clofe 
examination of the differences and difputes between 
great men, who lived at fuch a diftance of time. But 
when it is confidered that thefe difputes, though pri- 
vate at the beginning, became at laft of a public na- 
ture, and produced fir ft an attempt to frame an im- 

VOL. II. 


peachment againft the Duke of Ormond ; and in re- 
venge of this, the actual forming an impeachment 
againft the Earl of Orrery, and this in fo fhort a fpace 
after they were both highly advanced in honour, and 
clofely united in friendlhip ; I fay, whoever confiders, 
this, cannot think fuch an inquiry trivial; or, if 
kept within proper bounds, tedious. We read with 
great pleafure, in Mr. Bayle's admirable perform- 
ance, differences and difputes of far lefs co numeration, 
and with which, in comparifon of thefe, we have 
little or nothing to do. Befides, this difpute had 
very confiderable confequences : fome attribute there- 
to the removal of the Duke of Ormond from the Lieu- 
tenancy of Ireland ; but whether this was fo or not, 
moft certain it is, that it produced the futipreffion of 
6 H tU 
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Very foon felt the bad effects of it, and reforted into England, to defend their refpeo 
tive interefts and pretenfions ; both having been attacked by their fecret enemies, who 
fuggefted many things to their prejudice, as well as that, if their power were once taken 
away, all that was alleged would be fpeedily and fully made good (w). Such were the 
methods praftifed in thofe days, and perhaps fince, to bring down great men ; and 
againft fuch methods, who can be fafe ? But, after all, it is certain that the King's 
affeftions to him were not eafily fhaken [iV]. His coming over to England at that 
time, and the rumours which prevailed in Ireland, as if he was intended for Lord Lieu- 
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the Lord Preildent's court in Munfter, which is a 
point of fuch importance, as renders any thing re- 
lating to it worth knowing. It is evident, that the 
coldnefs began on the fide of the Duke of Ormond, 
and is thus accounted for by his hiftorian (44). 

* Lord Orrery gave the Duke of Ormond an early 

* account of his being folicited in this manner ; but 

* it was only in general, and he would not difcover 
4 the perfons who had thus endeavoured to draw him 

* into their combination, that his Grace might know 

* againft whofe defigns he was to guard himfelf. Nor 

* did he ever give him the leaft notice of the King's 

* letter. He had promifed to let the Duke know 
« what was like to be objected againft him, and in 

* performance of that promife, had fent him fome 

* articles, which his Grace deemed too fenfelefs to be 

* real ; and his jealoufy being already raifed, he fuf- 

* peeled fome of them to be that nobleman's in- 

* ventions.' 

It may feem a little ftrange, that fo wife a man as 
the Duke of Ormond mould take ill the notices given 
him by a man of Lord Orrery's quality, who made 
high profeflions of friendfhip to him, and, for any 
thing that appears to the contrary, Was really his 
friend. But the news being unwelcome in itfelf, 
could not be well relifhed, from whatever hand it 
came. His Grace, however, had afterwards very 
full fatisfa&ion as to the truth of it ; and as to Lord 
Orrery's not declaring from whom he had it, his 
Lordfhip's account ought to have fatisfied the Duke ; 
for he told him, that the fame perfon who gave him 
this advice enjoined him fecrecy, and at the fame 
time told him, if he would join in the defign, he 
would difclofe to him the whole ; but this the Earl 
pofitively refufed, which put it out of his power to 
gain farther lights for the Duke. Some caufes there 
were befides this which difgufted his Grace, and made 
him fo fufpicious of every thing that came from the 
Earl of Orrery ; and what thefe caufes were, will bell 
appear from the account of this matter given by the 
Earl's hiftorian, which runs thus (415) : 

* After the Earl of Orrery had been fome time in 

* Ireland, the Duke of Ormond, being Lord Lieute- 

* nant, went in progrefs through the chief parts of 

* that kingdom, and upon his coming into Munfter, 
« Lord Orrery ordered all the train-bands of the fe- 

* veral baronies^ through which his Grace was to 

* pafs, to be ready in arms to conduct him through 

* the barony, and he himfelf went to the confines of 
' the province to receive him, and waited upon him 

* throughout all the province. But this action was 

* by fome wicked people reprefented to my Lord's 

* great prejudice: For fome did the ill office to infi- 

* nuate, that this was too popular for a fubject, and 

* therefore not proper to be tolerated ; and that this 

* was only to fhew what he could do, if he were dif- 

* gufted, having fo many at a day's warning ready to 

* obey his command. From that time forward there 

* grew an unhappy mifunderftanding between the 

* Duke and his Lordfhip, which my Lord Orrery 

* never dreamed of, until it became too vifible not to 

* be remarked ; for thofe wicked inftruments, who 

* firfl fuggefted this to the Duke, did not fail after- 

* wards to mifreprefent to him all other of Lord Or- 

* rery's words and actions.' This matter is ftill more 
fully explained by a very judicious writer, in the fol- 
lowing words (46) : * His Grace of Ormond, who 
' found himfelf unjuftly, but fenfibly declining, in 
f his Royal mafter's favour, and who faw, in his 

* progrefs into the county of Cork, the great intereft 

* and influence which the Earl poffefTed there, could 

* not help* liftening to malicious infinuations, whif- 

* pered to him againft the then Prefident of Munfter : 

* Nor could he think himfelf in perfect fecurity (for 

* two funs cannot mine in one hemifphere) till the 

* Prefidency Court was fuppreffed, and till Lord Or- 


* rery was divefted of all means to vie with the Lord 
' Lieutenant, either in grandeur or in power. * 

* Statefmen cannot look with the eye of affection to- 

* wards their fucceflbrs ; and the Duke of Ormond 

* judged, that were he himfelf difplaced, no man 
' was fo fit to fupply the vacancy as Lord Orrery. So 

* that, urged on by jealoufies on every fide, the Duke 

* of Ormond flopped the noble current of his nature, 

* which flowed moft benevolently on all other occa- 
f fions, and entertained fufpicions of an old and In- 
' timate acquaintance, who had taken every oppor- 

* tunity to be his friend, and whom no provocation 
' could ever force to be his enemy.' 

[N] But, after all, it is certain, that the King's af- 
fections to him were not eafily JhakenS\ We have an 
account from Mr. Morrice of a letter written to the 
Earl of Orrery, fome time after the fall of the Lord 
Chancellor Clarendon (47). * He received,' fays he, 
a kind letter from his Majefty, written with his 
own hand, which I have feen, wherein the King 
gives him many thanks for his kind fervices to him ; 
particularly for fettling things in fo good a pofture 
in his province ; alluring him, he would always be 
mindful of, and be ready to ferve him in any thing 
he fhould defire : And in the conclufion his Majefty 
lets him know, he was very well pleafed with that 
part of the Black Prince he had fent him, and con- 
jured his Lordfhip to go on and complete it, which, 
if he could not do until he had a fit of the gout, 
he wilhed him a fit prefently, that he might the 
fooner finifh it. King Charles was the fir ft who 
put my Lord upon writing plays, which his Ma- 
jefty did upon occafion of a difpute that arofe in his 
Royal prefence, about writing plays in rhyme. 
Some affirmed it was not to be done ; others faid> 
it would fpoil the fancy to be fo confined : But 
Lord Orrery was of another opinion ; and his Ma- 
jefty being willing a trial mould be made, com- 
manded his Lordfhip to employ fome of his leifure 
time that way, which my Lord readily did, and 
upon that occafion com po fed the Black Prince.' It 
impoflible to fix the date of this letter, which is 
now no longer extant ; but it feems to have been 
written before the difference broke out between his 
Grace of Ormond and his Lordfhip ; after which fome 
endeavours were ufed to alter the kind fentiments 
which, as appears from this letter, the King then had 
for his Lordfhip, of which it is poflible he might 
have notice, and might have expreffed his concern 
thereat ; nor is it in the leaft improbable, that the 
King fhould receive an account of this ; for without 
fuppofing fome fuch thing, it is not eafy to give a 
reafon for the King's writing him the following let-* 
ter, which I take to be a clear and direct proof of 
what is after ted in the text (48). 

The King to the Earl of Orrery. 

f J^/J Y Lord of Orrery, I am fo well perfuaded of 

* your particular kindnefs to me, and fo fatisfied 
c with the conftant fervice you do me upon all occa- 

* fions, as I have omitted to fay any thing to y«u 
1 till now, upon the late change I have made ; be- 
1 caufe I hope you are fo much aftiired of my true 

* friendfhip to you, as no alteration could fhake me 

* in it ; for you may be moft confident, that you may 

* ftand upon your own legs, and that you need no- 

* body's friendfhip with me, nor ought to fear the ill 
■ offices of any man can have any effect to your pre- 

* judicc. Therefore I will fay no more at this time, 

* but to conjure you never to doubt of the conftant 
f kindnefs of 
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BOYLE (Roger, Earl of Orrery), 

tenant, increafed the jealoufy of the Duke of Ormond, which was not at all abated by 
the Earl's promoting a fcheme fo* inquiring into and improving his Majefty's revenue 
in that kingdom (x). He failed in this, indeed but it was not from any miftake of 
his, but from the King's applying great fums out of that revenue, which did not come 
plainly into account. This competition between Ormond and Orrery continuing, 
proved to them very difadvantageous, efpecially at a time when a new Miniftry was 
coming in that liked neither, and was therefore employed in contriving to ruin both. 
The Prefidential Court the Earl was direcled to lay down, becaufe the power was 
great ; and the Earl of Orrery's being exceedingly well qualified for executing that 
part of his office, made it appear greater, perhaps, than it really was (y). He fub- 
mitted immediately to his matter's pleafure, that was lignified by a moil obliging let- 
ter, of which, however, there feems to be no copy remaining. In his next voyage to 
England, he perceived a great alteration both with regard to public affairs and his own, 
the method ufed againft Clarendon being efteemed infallible by thofe who employed it, 
and who were not long before they praftifed it againft Orrery, by bringing a charge of 
high crimes, and even of treafon, againft him into Parliament, of which we fhall fay 
nothing here, for the belt account that can be given is that from the Journals of the 
fhc^ufe of ° f EToufe (z) [O]. He defended himfelf fo well, that it produced no effeft, except open- 
Commons, Nov, ing the eyes of fuch of his old friends as had differed from him, and who now law with 
25, 1669. how fmall realbn they had taken this ftep, and how far he was from endeavouring to 
return it; reftraining himfelf, on the contrary, within the ftridt bounds of a direct de- 
fence, as the anfwer to the charge fhews ; and in the notes may be found fome other 
Angular (though lels important) circumftances, worthy of the reader's notice (#) [P]. 

But 
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[0] For the heft ' account that can be given, is that 
from the Journals of the Houfe.} We have feveral ac- 
counts of this tran faction, both in public and general 
hiftories, as well as in private and fecret memoirs ; 
but as none of thefe deferve credit, farther than as 
they are warranted by, or at leaf! are confident with, 
the Journals of the Houfe of Commons, it cannot but 
be agreeable to the reader to have that account laid 
before him. 

* On Thurfday, the 25th day of November, 1669, 

* a petition figned by Sir Edward Fitz-Harris, and 

* Philip Alden, Gent, was read, to which a paper 

* was affixed, containing articles of impeachment 

* againft Roger Earl of Orrery of high-treafon and 

* mifdemeanours. The paper was alfo read, and the 

* petitioners were then called in ; who, at the bar of 
' the houfe, avowed both the paper and the petition, 

* affirming they were ready to make out the particu- 

* lars by proof, and then they withdrew. They were 

* after fome time called in again ; and Mr. Speaker 

* acquainted them, that the charge in the articles 

* being in part treafonable, the Houfe defired to 

* know, whether, as to that part, they were vvitnef- 

* fes or profecutors. They anfwered, they were only 

* profecutors to that part ; and though one of their 

* witneffes to make proof of it was in town, yet they 

* had others who were not, and therefore deiired a 

* warrant of fummons, and time to bring them in ; 

* after which they withdrew, and the matter was de- 
« bated : the previous queftion being put, and pafling 
« in the affirmative, the main queition was put, Whe- 
■ ther the charge againft the Earl of Orrery doth con- 
1 tain in it treafonable matter ? and this like wife paiT- 

* ing, the following order enfued : Ordered, That 
' the Serjeant at Arms attending this Houfe do go to 

* the Lord Orrery, and let him know he has the or- 

* der of this Houfe to bring him into cuftody to this 

* Houfe, to anfwer a charge exhibited againft him. 

* And if he find him in a condition not able to come, 
« then to leave a fervant to attend till he is ; and that 

* he do alfo deliver him a copy of the charge exhU 
4 bited againft him. 

* On Wednefday, December the ift, 1669, the 

* Lord Orrery attending near the houfe, and de- 

* firing admittance to give in his anfwer, he was 

* called in, and being informed, was permitted to 

* give in his anfwer fitting in his place ; and every 
< one of the ten articles being diftinclly read to him, 

* he did, upon reading every particular article, give 
« in his anfwer thereto, in order, as they were writ 
« down and were read ; and then he withdrew. The 

* previous queftion being put, and carried in the af- 

* firmative ; the main queftion was put, That a day 

* be appointed for the accufers to produce witne/Tes, to 

* make good the charge againft the Earl of Orrery. 

* The Houfe divided, and the Yeas went out; Yeas 
« n 8, Noes i2i. So it parted in the negative. 
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* Then the queftion being put, That this accufation 

* againft the Earl of Orrery be left to be profecuted 
' at law ; it palled in the affirmative. 

* Friday, December the 10th, 1669, a debate be- 
' ing in the matter touching Lord Orrery; Refolded, 
' That his Majefty be humbly dcfired by fuch Mem- 
4 bers of this Houfe as are of his Majefty's Privy- 

* Council, that the wimelTes in this matter have 
J liberty to come over out of Ireland, to give their 
c teftimony.' 

[P] Some other Jingular (though lefs important) cir- 
cumftances > worthy of the reader s notice.} The Duke 
of Ormond had carried his point with refpedl to the 
Prefidential Court of Munfter, though, as we have 
fhewn in the text, the Earl of Orrery met with fome 
alleviations in that affair ; but in England the ene- 
mies of the Duke of Ormond had fo far prevailed, 
that he was removed from his high office, and the 
Lord Roberts fworn Lieutenant of Ireland, Septem- 
ber 10, 1669 (+9). Thus the enemies of thofe two 
noble Peers found means to play them againft each 
other, to their mutual detriment ; for it is certain, 
they had very nearly the fame enemies, and that 
thofe enemies would fcarcely have had power to hurt 
either, if their differences had not made way for the 
leflening of both. The Duke of Ormond was now 
removed ; but it was the fentiment of a great and 
dangerous minifter, Sir Thomas Clifford, that he 
mould be able to do nothing in Ireland while Orrery 
was Prefident of Munfter ; and this is the fecret of 
bringing the impeachment againft him into parlia- 
ment. The Earl having had timely notice of the 
defigns of his enemies, came over and took his feat 
in the Englifh Houfe of Commons; but being feized 
with a violent fit of the gout, that opportunity was 
taken by his adverfaries to bring on his affair, and to 
get him committed ; which, though effected, did him 
no great prejudice, and confequently did them no 
great fervice. After this ftep they could not deny 
him fome time, which was all that he wanted, to make 
his defence (50). When the day appointed for that 
purpofe came, his Lordlhip, attended by a great num- 
ber of real friends (for fuch only attend on thefe oc- 
cafions), went from his houfe in Leicefter-fields to 
Weltminfter ; but his Lordfhip being fcarcely half 
recovered from his gout, went up the ftairs leading 
from Weftminfter-Hall to the Court of Requefts but 
heavily ; which a friend of his obferving, and expref- 
fing his concern for his Lordihip's pain and trouble, 
he anfwered him immediately in thefe words : // is 
true, Sir, my feet are weak ; but if my heels will ferve 
to carry me up, J prom fe you my head /ball bring me fafe 
down again (51). His Lordlhip prophefied right; 
for though there never were more pains taken in 
forming an accufation, or in giving dark colours to 
innocent, and even to trivial things ; yet his anfwer 
was fo clear, fo circumftantial, and fo ingenuous, 

that 
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But though this profecution did not prove him guilty of any thing contrary to the pub- 
lic welfare, or the King's fervice; yet it was fuch a convincing argument of the great 
influence of his enemies, that he is faid to have accepted a prefent of eight thoufand 
pounds from the King, as a compenfation for the Prefidency of Munfter, which the 
Minifters were bent "on having, and which, in fuch circumftances, it did not at all 
import the Earl to keep (b). But the lofs of his employment did not, in his judg- 
ment, difcharge him from his Majefty's fervice; and as the King gave him fubfequent 
marks of his favour and efteem, he came frequently to Court, and fometimes to Council, 
more efpecially after his return from a fhort vifit to Ireland, whither he went chiefly to 
execute a defign he had formed of repairing Caftle-Martyr, an old ruined fortrefs, 
which he reduced to a very fair houfe, that he intended for the retreat of his old age (c). 
The King, who knew his abilities, laboured, when he came back, to bring him to 
relifh the new iyftem, intending to have ufed his advice in his affairs ; but his Lordfhip 
continued to adhere to the former plan with inflexible fteadinefs, for which he was very 
much commended by fome, who were far enough from purfuing the fame conduft (d) 
[^]. In another voyage to England, not long after, he faw what himfelf had fore- 
told would come to pafs, and found the King involved in numberlefs difficulties, and 
the Duke of York under dill greater. The French war brought on the former, and 
the fear of Popery (for the Teft Aft had forced his Royal Highnefs to declare himfelf 
a Papift) had produced the latter. In this fituation, the Earl of Orrery was extremely 
welcome: both brothers knew his zeal for their fervice, his happinefs in finding expe- 
dients, and his abilities for recommending them in the Houie of Commons, where 
they were fenfible it would be a very hard matter to get them approved, if they were 
not propofed by fome who had no concern in the late offenfive meafures (e). His 
Lordfhip, in obedience to their commands, framed the plan of an A 6b of Limitation, by 
which it would have been put out of the fucceffor's power to have encroached either on 
civil or religious liberties, and which, at that time, might, if propofed from the King, 
have been probably accepted ; but whether his Majefty inclined to keep it in referve, 
as a thing that might help in extremity, or whether the Duke was fecretly againft it, fo 
it was, that this expedient was laid afide till the Exclufion Bill was fet on foot ; and then 
the feafon was paft ; no limitations were regarded as fatisfaftory, or even as praflicable 
(f). This too his Lordlhip foretold at the time he offered this expedient, the rejecting 
of which was fatal to the Duke, though at that time he judged otherwife. The King 
confulted him after this, and feemed uneafy at his defign of returning to Ireland, being 
willing to have beftowed any employment to have kept him near his perfon ; and a 
certain author tells us, he was thought of even for Lord Treafurer (g) : but the Earl 
of Orrery told his Majefty plainly, that he was conducted by unfteady counlels, with 
which he could not aft ; and at the fame time took the liberty to cenfure a cuftom the 
King had, of being in the ftreets in the night without guards or attendants (A). This 
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that it fatisfied even fuch of his enemies as were men 
of integrity and honour ; fo that though the managers 
of this affair had intereft enough to procure a vote for 
bringing over witnefles, yet they had more wit than 
to truft the Houfe, or his Lordfhip, with the exami- 
nation. of thofe witnefles; and fo the matter fell. 
But notwithstanding the fenfe his Lordfhip had of his 
own intereft in trfe houfe, as well as the goodnefs of 
his caufe, he, neverthelefs, thought it highly requi- 
fite to neglect no precautions that might avail him, 
if the malice of his enemies had been fupported by a 
greater meafure of power than he expected ; for he 
fent his Lady over to Ireland before the day of hear- 
ing came on, and fhe executed her commiflion with 
fo much diligence and dexterity, that whatever ifTue 
the impeachment might have had, with refpeel to his 
Lordfhip, his family muft have been in all events fafe; 
which fufficiently fhews the violence of thofe times, 
when the very worth i ell men were fometimes at the 
mercy, and often in peril from the rage of factious, 
or the intrigues of wicked men : but if, in the pro- 
grefs of this affair, his Lordfhip could not avoid meet- 
ing with fome vexation, yet the end of it was not only 
to his fatisfaclion, but feveral concurring circumftances 
abated much of the uneafinefs he would otherwife 
have felt. As for inftance, the Lord Inchiquin, be- 
tween whom and the Earl of Orrery there had been 
for fome time a coldnefs, being a Member of the 
Houfe of Commons, and remarkably well heard in 
all matters relating to Ireland, taking up this matter 
roundly, and underftanding it perfectly, fhewed the 
charge to be, in feveral refpects, groundlefs ; in many, 
dire&ly falfe ; in fome, full of grofs mifreprefenta- 
tions ; in all ; highly malicious ; and did his Lord- 
fhip much more fervice thereby, than if their former 
(p) Letter of friendfhip had fubfifted, without fuffering any inter- 
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fame conduct.] The great point then laboured was, to 
reconcile his Lordfhip to the French alliance, and the 
reducing of the Dutch ; neither of which were at all 
agreeable to his notions ; and, therefore, that he 
might the more freely exprefs the mifchievous confe- 
quences which he apprehended from thefe meafures, 
he digefled his thoughts into a poem, of which we 
fhall have occaiion to fpeak hereafter ; and this was 
very well received by the King, who hoped to make 
fome impreffion upon his Lordlhip in his turn, in a 
long audience that he gave him for that purpofe : 
but the Earl's duty would not allow him to liften to 
the King's reafons, when he was fenfible that thofe 
reafons, however fpeeious, were contrary to his Ma- 
jefty's own intereft, and thofe of his fubjects ; and 
thib led him to declare in plain terms, that he could 
never concur in counfels that were calculated, either 
to aggrandize France, which was already too great, 
or to break the power of the Dutch, which was barely 
fufficient for their own defence (53). It is not pof- 
fible to diftinguifh exactly the time when this tranf- 
action happened, becaufe the author from whom we 
have it very feldom mentions dates. 

But there is a particular circumftance mentioned by 
him, which muft not be omitted here. As the Earl 
of Orrery came from this audience of his Majefty, he 
was met by the Earl of Danby, who was then only 
Sir Thomas Ofborne, and alked whether he had clofed 
with the King's propofals ; to which Orrery anfwered, 
No. Then, replied the other ftatefman, your Lordjhip 
may be the honejler man, but you will never be worth a 
groat. This paflage is the more remarkable, becaufe 
this ftatefman was, in opinion, as much againft France 
as the Earl of Orrery, and temporized purely for the 
fake of power (54), which coft nim afterwards a long 
imprifonment, and very narrowly milled coding him 
his life. So dear do even the wifeft men pay for fa- 
crificing their principles to their interefts. 
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fliews how well he always flood with his matter, and how much he deferred it. On 
his going back to Ireland, he refolved on leading a retired and quiet life, dividing his 
time between his houfes at Charle?ville and Caftle-Martyr, encouraging manufactures, 
and giving, as they needed it, protection and afliftance to his tenants (if). But being at- 
tacked more cruelly than ever by the gout, his phyficians advifed him to go over to 
England for advice, and he did accordingly in May 1675, but did not ftay long. 
This, as himfelf forefaw and foretold, was his laft voyage; and on his going home he 
fat down to his ftudies, that, fince he could be no longer ufeful in an arftive ftate, he 
might at leaft contribute his good willies and advice to his Sovereign and fellow-fub- 
fiU See what he jedts (£). Yet, even in this declining condition, he failed not to repair, in July 1678, 
po^, t0 in h hisDc" to Kinfale, in order to rectify fome miftakes made in the fort which was erecting there; 
dication of the and he took alfo no final 1 pains to inquire after, and obtain the bell* intelligencep OiTible 
of, the cabals of the Irifh Papifts* for which (as one fays) he was qualified by a natural 
fiigacity (/), tranfmitting all he could difcovcr to the Duke of Ormond, now once 
again Lord Lieutenant, and to whom he was cordially reconciled. This feems to have 
been the laft effort of public fpirit, the dying blaze of that virtue which had fo long 
and fo warmly agitated his mind ; for, in two months after, he was feized with that 
diftemper which brought him to his end. This difeafe, though deadly, was not violent 
in its beginning; fo that, as it put him in mind of mortality, it gave him leifure to 
contemplate, and to fit himfelf for fo great a change; which when he had done, and 
given the ftrongeft proofs of Chriftian patience, manly courage, and rational fortitude, 
he breathed his laft, October 16, 1679, in the fifty-ninth year of his age (;;?), as much 
regretted by all degrees of people as any man of his time, which was far from being 
barren of great men, in all or any of the fenfes of the word. His character has been 
often given, and generally to his advantage. If we feek it impartially from fafts, it 
will appear great and good. His wit was pregnant, and yet folid; his bloffoms fair, 
but not -fairer than the fruit. He came early into life with much credit, and main- 
tained it to the laft; for even the funfet of his aftive life was glorious. He was always 
loyal, and fhewed it as often, as far, and as effectually, as he could ; of which his 
mafter, who was moft concerned, was fully fatisfied (0). His compliance with Crom- 
well was from neceffity at firfb, and afterwards from gratitude; but the fervices he 
rendered the Protestor were no way prejudicial to the King; perhaps they might, at 
leafl: we know they were intended to be, otherwife. His merit in the Reftoration was 
as great as ?ny man's, Monk's only excepted ; but the {Settlement of Ireland, and fe- 
curing the Englifh and Proteftant intereft in that kingdom, is a merit which cannot be 
denied him. Indeed it was the principal crime charged upon him by his enemies, that 
is, the Papifts and Fanatics, who, like Sampfon's foxes, tugged tail to tail in his im- 
peachment. He was a friend to the Earl of Clarendon (<?), but not to a degree in- 
confiftent with his duty : he was heartily loyal to the King, and had a fincere regard for 
the Duke, which hindered him from having any thing to do with the Exclufion (/>). 
In a word, as a Statefman, he gave generally fpft, but always fafe, courifels : nobody 
knew better how to fteer in ftorms than he, but he was not the lefs afraid of them. As 
a foldier, he was very intrepid, and did fo many things by courage, as might have 
drawn his prudence into doubt, if he had not done many more purely by his conduct. 
He was efteemed an excellent officer by thofe who, in that trade, could not be mifled 
in their judgments ; and he has alfo left us a memorial of his fkill in that profeflion, 
which will evince to every competent judge, that he had few fuperiors in the art of war 
during the time in which he flourifhed (q). As an author, his fame was equal to that 
of any man of his quality, in an age when it was no uncommon thing for titles t6 adorn 
title-pages; and he was an author in many different ways. In fome he certainly ex- 
celled, in others he might be deficient, but in none appeared flat or trivial. His faults 
were the faults of the times, his beauties were his- own, and fuch as fhew him to have 
had a great genius. His writings will be more particularly taken notice of at the bot- 
tom of the page [i?]. His private life'was altogether as regular as his public. He 
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land, Part in. 
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p. 496. 
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Memoirs of the 
Earl of Orrery, 
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Ormond, Vol. ii. 

P . 384. 
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(q) See this far- 
ther explained in 
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Works in note 

[*]• 


(55) Ware's 
Work', Vol. ill. 
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[.#] His writings <will be more particularly taken no- 
tice of at the bottom of the page.] It is a very difficult 
tafk ; to give a full, dilHncl, and accurate account of 
this noble and learned perfon's writings : nor is the 
difficulty at all lettered by the many accounts already 
given, moll of them being very erroneous, and all of 
them inconfiftent with each other. The bell is that of 
Walter Harris, Efq; (55) ; which I mall make ufe of, 
with fome additions and remarks, in order to render 
it agreeable to the defign of this work ; and, as far as 
it is poffible, at this di fiance of time, to do juftice 
to the performances, and thereby right to the me- 
mory of fo excellent a perfon. His works then, ac- 
cording to the belt lights we could obtain, are thefe : 

I. 7 he Irilh colours dif played ; in a reply of an Eng- 
lifh Proteftant to a letter of an Irifh Roman Catholic. 
London, 1662, 410. This was written in anfwer to 
a piece penned by Peter Waljh, and addrefled to the 

Vol/ II. 


Duke of Ormond \ to whom the fame perfon like wife 
addrefTed a reply to this treatife, called, The Irifh co- 
lours uhfolded. This piece I have never feen ; but 
from its fubjedl, being written againft Father Walfh, 
and printed in the fame flze and year, I fancy differs 
not much from the next. 

II. An anfwer to a fcandalous letter lately printed, 
and fubferibed by Peter Walfh, Procurator for the fecu- 
lar and regular Popijh priefts of Ireland, intitled, A 
letter defiring a jolt and merciful regard of the Roman 
Catholics of Ireland given about the end of Ofiober, 
1660, to the then Marquis, now Duke of Ormo?;d, 
and the fecond time Lord Lieutenant of that kingdom. 
By the Right Hon. the Earl of Orrery, &c. being a 
full difcovery of the treachery of the Irifh rebels, Jince 
the beginning of the Rebellion there, necejfary to tx con- 
fdcred by all adventurers, and other perfons eflated in 
that kingdom, Dublin, 1662, 4to. London, 1662, 
6 I 4to. 
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Was very fincere in his religion, and that was the Church of England but his conver- 
fation did not, perhaps, recommend him to the zealots of any party. To the Prelates, 

and 
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4to. To this anfwer the letter itfelf Is prefixed, 
which it anfwers for the information of the reader, 
and both have been reprinted at the clofe of the let- 
ters of the Earl of Orrery, hereafter mentioned. One 
cannot part with this Angular piece without obferving, 
that if no other had ever fallen from his Lordfhip's 
pen, this alone might have procured him the charac- 
ter of an able Statefman, a great Lawyer, and a mcft 
correct and accurate Writer. I muft next remark, 
that on perufing this admirable work, one may be 
tempted to fufped it occafioned the ftory before re- 
ported, and refuted, of his filencing the Popifh de- 
puties ; for moft of the facts mentioned in Mr. Mor- 
rice's account of that affair are actually fet forth and 
urged in this treatife, in anfwer to the pretenfions of 
the Irifh Catholics. There was a reply alfo to this 
by Peter Walfh. 

III. A Poem on his Majefty'' s happy Reftoration (56). 
This we find mentioned by one of his Lordfhip's hif- 
torians ; it was pre fen ted by the Earl himfelf to the 
King : fome copies were in thofe days handed about 
in MS. but we are told it was never printed (which 
however I doubt), a*nd yet we have no reafon what- 
ever afligned why it was not printed. 

IV. A Poem on the death of the celebrated Mr. Abra- 
ham Cowley. London, 1667, fol. It has been fince 
prefixed by Dr. Spfat (Bifhop of Rochefter) to his 
edition of Cowley's works. Mr. Budgell has alfo re- 
printed, and highly commended, this poem (57), as 
it juftly deferves, there being none of the poems fa- 
cred to the memory of that excellent perfon which do 
him more honour. 

V. The Hifiory of Henry V ; a T ragedy. London, 
1668, fol. I take this to have been the Earl of Or- 
rery's firft play, notwithstanding the contrary is ex- 
prefsly affirmed in the preface to the new edition of 
his Lordfhip's dramatic works (58), and the place 
given to the Black Prince, on the authority of a let- 
ter of his Lordfhip's to a friend, from which this paf- 
fage is cited : * I have now finifhed a play in the 

* French manner, becaufe I heard the King declare 

* himfelf more in favour of their way of writing than 

* ours. My poor attempt cannot pleafe his Majefty, 

* but my example may excite others who can. Sir 
f William Davenant will have it acted about Eafler. 
f As it is wrote in a new way, he may poflibly take 

* confidence to invite the King to fee it ; which if his 

* Majefty mould condefcend to, and if you at the 

* fame time mould wait on him thither, I intreat you 

* do not let him know who is the author of the play, 
4 unlefs you have double aflurances that he does not 
4 diflike it/ It is very evident this relates to his 
Lordfhip's firft piay, but nothing determines it to be 
the Black Prince. I rather believe it refers to Hen- 
ry V. 1. Becaufe this play was to be performed by 
the Duke's company, whereas the Black Prince was 
firft 2cled at the King's ^Theatre. 2. The vaft re- 
fpect paid to Henry V. by the Royal Family, when 
acted at the King's Theatre ; Mr. Harris, who played 
Henry, having the Duke's coronation fuit ; Owen 
Tudor, played by Betterton (which gained him great 
reputation), wore the King's ; and Mr. Lilifton, to 
whom the part of Duke of Burgundy was given, wore 
the Earl of Oxford's (59). Why mould all this be 
done, if Henry V. had been his Lordfhip's third 
play ? 3. He had written two plays before the clofe 
of 1662, as appears by the King's letter and his Lord- 
fhip's anfwer, one of which was to be very foon 
played (60) ; but this could not be the Black Prince, 
Vhich was written during the firft Dutch war, as will 
appear hereafter from incon tellable evidence. 

VI. Muitapha, the fon of Solyman the Magnificent, 
a Tragedy. London, 1667, fpl. and 1668. This 
feems to be the other play mentioned in the King's 
letter before mentioned : it was very well received, 
and there are fome very fine fcenes in it, though its 
"being written in rhyme renders it unfafhionable* a.nd 
confequently unpleafing to us, at this time. 

VII. The IJJack Prince, a Tragedy. London, 1672, 
fol. This, in the title-page of the new edition, is 
laid to have been acted at the Duke of York's The^ 
ntre ; but the actors names, as they are printed in that 
edition, ihevv this to be a miftake, and Lanebaine 
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fays it was acted at the Theatre Royal (61), as un- 
doubtedly it was. The prologue, by the Genius of 
England, alluding to the war with Holland and 
France, plainly proves it was acted in the winter of 
1666, or the following Ipring ; and we are alfo lure 
that it was written not long before, from a letter to 
his Lordfhip from the King his mafter, in which no- 
tice is taken of this play as being un finifhed, and of 
which his Majefty faid pleafantly, If it was not to he 
completed but in the gout (at which time his Lordlhip 
wrote moft of his poetry), he ivtjbcd him a lujly fit 
of it (62). 

VIII. Tryphon, a Tragedy. London, 1672, fol. 
The ftory is to be found in Jofephus, and other hifto- 
rians, who have written of the affairs of the Jews. It 
is written, like the other plays, in heroic verfe, and 
was acted with applaufe at the Duke's Theatre (63). 
There are very noble fentiraents, and fome very fine 
lines, in it, which, however, will not atone, with 
modern critics, fur the offences committed therein 
againft the laws of dramatic poetry. But as to fuch 
as have the hi ftory of the Earl of Orrery in their 
hands, and confider it purely as a piece of his writing, 
there will appear many things lingular to a degree 
worthy notice, as well in the fpeeches of the feveral 
perfons introduced therein, as in the general plan and 
difpofition of the play. Thefe four plays were col- 
lected and publiftied together in folio, in 1690 (64), 
and make now the entire firft volume of the new edi- 
tion of the Earl's dramatic works. 

IX. Partheniffa, a romance in three volumes. Lon- 
don, 1665, 4to. 1677, fol. This romance is divided 
into fix parts, the laft written at her earneft defire, 
and therefore dedicated to her Royal Highnefs the 
Princefs Henrietta Maria, Dutchefs of Orleans (65). 
Few performances of this kind, and certainly none in 
our language, have either deferved or received fo 
much approbation ; and though it has long been in a 
great meafure thrown afide and forgotten, yet, per- 
haps, this may be chiefly owing to its remaining un- 
finished, a thing deferved ly regretted by the lovers of 
that kind of writing. One may juftly wonder, that 
a perfon of this nobleman's rank and abilities fliould 
turn his thoughts or employ his pen on fuch a fubjecl. 
But it may perhaps contribute to leflen this furprife 
in an afliduous and intelligent reader, to fuggelt, that 
fome things may be faid in a romance, that might 
not find a place in true hiftory ; and that notwith- 
Handing this fort of writing cannot well be defended, 
yet the fevereft critic, on the perufal of Lord Or- 
rery's romance, will confefs it is very well worth 
reading. 

X. A Dream (66). This poem, and the time when 
it was written, have been before mentioned. In 
it the Genius of France is introduced, faying every 
thing the French Minifter could fay to inveigle King 
Charles II. to endeavour at making himfelf arbitrary, 
or to deceive him into a mean and fcandalous de- 
pendance on Lewis XIV. ; to all which the ghoft of 
Charles I. is next brought in, giving clear and co- 
pious anfwers, fully proving, that the fole founda- 
tion of a monarch's power is the, love and confidence of 
his people. The nature of this performance rendered 
it unfit for the eye of the public; and the freedom 
with which it was penned, made it very improper to 
allow more than one copy to be taken, which was for 
the King himfelf. The original is long fince dc- 
ftroyed or loft. Upon this occafion two important 
and obvious remarks may be made ; firft, that his 
Lord (hip made no feruplc of declaring fully and for- 
mally againft the political fyftem of the miniftry, 
ftiled the Ca Bal ; fecondly, that, for various rea- 
fon s, which here it would take up too much time to 
difcu fs, he chofe to exprefs his fentiments on the 
niceft and moft important fubjects in the garb of 
poetry or fiction. 

XL The Art of War. London, 1677, fol. This 
work, which with much elegance, good fenfe, and 
in an admirable ftyle, he addrefles to the King, in 
a large dedication, was but the firft part of what he 
intended upon the fubject, and was fo ftrangely re- 
ceived, that the fecond never appeared. Yet it may 
be juftly affirmed, that nothing in our own, or per- 
haps 
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and other well-beneficed churchmen, he talked of charity, forbearance, and modera- 
tion ; but to the Diflenters he giagnified conformity, and the danger to which the 

Proteftant 


(67) Memoirs 
of the Family of 
the Boyles, 
j». xo6. 


(63) London, 
Printed by James 
Bettenham, and 
fold by Cb irks 
Hitch j J 742. 


(69) TranfLtion 
of Sir James 
Ware's Works, 
Vol. iii. p. 176. 


(70) See the 
Preface to Lard 
Orrery's Letters* 

(71) In a poem 
to his Lord/hip, 
printed in Sir 
W. Davenant's 
Works, p, 175-, 


haps in any other, language^ was ever better, more 
judiciouily, or more correctly, written. In this all 
the qualifications of its noble author appear to advan- 
tage, excepting his turn for poetry : he fhews himfelf 
a Soldier, a Statefman, a Schoku-j and in none of 
thefe a Pedant. All he fays is not only fenfible, but 
juft, and gives pleafure lo every man of fenfe, as well 
as fatisfaction to the moft under/landing men of the 
trade, who all agree, that his experience is as confpi- 
cuous therein, as either his genius or his learning. 
But perhaps the hillorical inftances, remarks, and 
political reflexions, are not the leaft valuable parts of 
this performance ; and the notions of our noble au- 
thor, as to the fuperiority of the power of France, 
when oppofed to that of a confederacy, will appear 
to a judicious perufer, fuch a proof of political fore- 
fight, as cannot but recommend fuch parts of the 
tieatife as he is lefs capable of entering into with the 
lame exactnefs. 

XII. Poems on the Fafts and F eft in.' a Is of the Church. 
This, though printed and publifhed, was never fi mill- 
ed by its noble author. It was written in the laft 
year of his life, under much weakneis of body ; and 
therefore Budgell 's remark (67), that his poetry in 
this compofition runs low, ought not deeply to affect 
his reputation, which in all fituations, and under all 
difadvantages, Hands much above the level of fuch 
critics. Poetry unrevifed will generally appear to 
run low, and there are fubjects, too, fo very oppofite 
to fome men's way of thinking, that they will always 
have fuch a bias againft what is written on them, as 
will difcover them to be no very impartial judges. 
Upon the whole, we may affirm, that the fubject is 
well chofen, and fome parts of it well executed ; but, 
after all, we mall not deny, it would have been bet- 
ter to have fupprefTed it. 

The pofthumous works of the Earl of Orrery are 
thefe that follow, <vix. I. Mr. Anthony, a Comedy. 
London, 1692, 4to, which is not inferted in the laft 
edition of his works. 2. Guxman, a Comedy, Lon- 
don, 1693, 4-to, upon a Spanifh plot, and written in 
the Spanifh manner. 3. Herod the Great, a Tra- 
gedy. London, 1694, 4to. 4. Altemira, a Tragedy, 
brought upon the ftage by Mr. Francis Manning, in 
1702, dedicated to Lionel, Earl of Orrery, grandfon 
to the author, with a prologue by Henry St. John, 
Efq; afterwards Lord Vifcount Bolingbroke; and an 
epilogue by the Hon. Charles Boyle, Efq; the late 
Earl of Orrery, who alfo interfperfed feveral fongs in 
the work itfelf. We may add to thefe his State Let- 
ten (68), which have been lately publifhed in one 
volume in folio, and which do at leaft as much ho- 
nour to his Lordfhip's memory, as any of his other 
writings. It is much to be regretted that we have 
not more of thefe letters ; for thofe that are publifhed 
come no lower than his quarrel with the Duke of Or- 
mond ; and we may regret this the more, becaufe in 
1677, when that Duke was to hold a parliament in 
Ireland, the King gave him orders to confult the Earl 
of Orrery upon the points proper to be propofed 
therein, who gave his opinion very readily in five 
fheets of paper ; wherein he propofed the moft effec- 
tual methods to fecure the nation from foreign and 
domeftic enemies, increafe his Majefty's revenue, con- 
firm and fettle claims to private property, and ad- 
vance and protect the Proteftant intereft in that ifland 
(69). Thefe propofitions were fo well received, and 
fo thoroughly approved, that both the Lord Lieute- 
nant and the Lord Chancellor wrote him letters full 
of acknowledgments upon the occafion. But, with 
the reft of his Lordfhip's papers of ail kinds, thefe 
periftied in the flames when his houfe at Charleville 
was burnt to the ground, in the year 1690, by a 
party of King James's foldiers, with the Duke of 
Berwick at their head ; Lionel, then Earl of Orrery, 
and grandfon to our author, being a minor, and 
abroad on his travels (70). 

After fo large an account of this noble perfon's 
performances as an author, it may not be amifs to 
add, that he was very much diftinguifhed as a patron 
of learning, as ar pears by the compliments paid him 
by Sir William Davenant (71), Mr. John Dryden 


(72), and other wits of thofe times, who thought (7*) in his ele- 
themfelves highly honoured in being permitted to gant Dedication 
fhelter their writings under his Lordfhip's protection* 
whofe credit flood equally fair with the political and ^ lv 
learned world, and whofe title to parts of every kind 
was never queftioned, even by envy herfelf (73). C. 


(73)Langbaine f a 
Account of Eng* 
lift Dramatic 
Poets, p. 28, 


* # * [This life, as well as thofe of the reft of the 
Boyles, is fo copioufly, accurately, and excellently 
written, as not to admit of many additions or cor- 
rections. However, we have been informed, by a 
moft refpectable correfpondent, that Lord Orrery's 
conftruction of Fort Charles does not reflect fo much 
honour upon his fkill as an engineer, as our ingenious 
predeceffor hath reprefented. The Fort, it feems, 
is but an indifferent place, commanded from without, 
and fo expofed to bdmbs, that it cannot be defended. 
It is, likewife, fmall ; and the powder magazine, 
being in the middle, lies open to every fhot that may 
be fired. 

We have no intention to depreciate, in general* 
the Earl of Orrery's great abilities and merit, in ex- 
pre fling our doubt whether they are not, here and 
there, fomewhat over-rated in the preceding article. 
We cannot, for inftance, agree with Dr. Campbell's 
affertion, in note [£], that Lord Broghill had greater 
parts and better fenfe than Cromwell. His Lordftiip, 
indeed, as a man of a more complete education, 
might have talents and accomplishments, which Crom- 
well did not poffefs ; but it doth not thence follow, 
that he was fuperior to him in parts and fenfe. 
Again, we cannot fee how it could juftly be faid, as 
it is in the text, that the Earl of Orrery was always 
loyal. It is univerfally allowed that he ferved Crom- 
well with fidelity and zeal : and it is certain that he 
endeavoured to fupport the power of Richard, the 
Protector's fon and fuccefTor. His Lordftiip might 
have very forcible motives for all this conduct ; but, 
furely, it doth not come under the head of loyalty. 
Neither can we think that e his merit in the Reftora- 
1 tion was as great as any man's, Monk's only ex- 
1 cepted.' Though Lord Broghill was very active 
and ufeful in this event, it is an undoubted fact, 
that the part he took in accompliftiing it was not 
equal to that of fome other perfons. This is not the 
only inftance in which we have had occasion to ob- 
ferve, that Hiftorians and Biographers have afcribed, 
to certain favourite characters, more influence in 
producing the Reftoration, than is fupported by folid 
evidence. 

But the point wherein we leaft- agree with our 
learned predeceffor, is in the encomiums pafTcd upon 
the Earl of Onery as an author, and efpecially as a 
poet. To fpeak of works we have not looked into, 
would be prefumptuous ; and, therefore, we cannot 
fay how far his Lordfhip's 1 Anfwer to Peter Walfh,* 
' and his f Art of War/ deferve the high praifes be- 
ftowed upon them. We do not recollect that the 

* Art of War' hath been much mentioned in the 
numerous treatifes which, of late years, have ap- 
peared upon that fubject. . Let, however, Lord Or- 
rery's excellence as a profe-writer be what it will, we 
cannot aflent to the commendations given him as a 
poet. The ftrifture, in note [R], on Mr. Budgell's 
Account of the « Poems on the Fafts and Feftivals of 

* the Church,' might have been fpared ; efpecially 
as it is acknowledged, that it would have been better 
for them to have been fupprefTed. Mr. Budgell is 
as favourable to his Lordfhip's poetical character as 

juftice could admit (74). The writer, likewife, of ( 74 ) Memoira 
his life, in a work that goes under the name of Mr. of the Family of 
Theophilus Cibber, is fufficiently candid, in this re- ^ e Boyles, 
fpect, to our noble Earl's memory. ■ It is difficult,* *' 88 — 93- 
fays that writer, 1 to give a full and accurate account 

* of this Nobleman's compofitions ; for, it muft be 
i owned, he was a better ftatefman than a poet, and 
c fitter to act upon the wide theatre of life, than to 

* write reprefentations for the circumfcribed theatre 

* of the ftage. In the light of an author he is lefs 

* eminent, and lived a life of too much hurry to 

* become a proficient in poetry ; a grace which not 

* only demands the moft extenfive abilities, but much 

* leifure 
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Proteftant caufe was expofed, by their feuds and divifions (r). He was a kind and 
good, as well as a very well-bred and courteous, hufband > and Lady Orrery was 
efteemed one of the handfomeft and mod prudent women about the Court. He was a 
tender, and even a fond parent;, but very attentive to the education and behaviour of 
his children, by which the benefit they received was not fmall. As a landlord, he was 
both attentive to his own interefi:, and indulgent to his tenants. If a man was op- 
preiTed, no one more readily relieved him : if a farmer's family was numerous, or his 
circumftances narrow, his affiftance was never wanting; but he was in all cafes feli- 
citous that the people fliould thrive, as well as obtain fubfiftence ; and his faying was, 
That the greateft charity confifled in keeping people from needing it. With this view, 
he procured, by the royal favour, grants of fairs and markets for Rathgogran and Bal- 
lymaathra, two villages of his, which, by this means, were fo far improved, that he 
afterwards obtained charters, by which they were erected into boroughs, each fending 
two members to the Iriih parliament (j), and eftablifhed, befides, manufactures in 
them for their better fupport. But in nothing his goodnefs and beneficence of heart 
appeared more, than in his treatment of his domeftics. He was alike careful of their 
bodies, eftates, and minds : they lived in the utmoft plenty, but he fuffered no wafte; 
and for debauchery, he 'had the utmoft abhorrence. He provided for them according 
to their feveral capacities, that, having lived well with him, they might not fall into 
indigence after they left him (/). He frequently obferved, that the meaneft of them 
had a foul to be faved, as well as himfelf-"; and, therefore, he not only obliged his 
Chaplain to have a due attention to their fpiritual concerns, but frequently infpe&ed 
the difcharge of his duty in this particular («). His Lordfhip loved company, and 
kept always an open table, to which all the gentlemen in the country were welcome ; 
and this was a public benefit, the converfation on fuch occafions being as delicate as 
the provifions (w). But it would carry us into too great a length, if w T e Ihould purfue 
any farther this account of his Lcrdfhip's private life ; and therefore we fhall ftop here, 
and fubjoin an account of his pofterity, as the proper conclufion of this article. This 
noble Earl married, as we before obferved, the Lady Margaret Howard, daughter to 
Theophilus, Earl of Suffolk, highly commended for unaffected piety, love to her Lord, 
this ^ wa ?" pon an d fweetnefs of temper (x). He had iffue by her two fens, Roger, the fecond Earl of 
Orrery, and Henry ; and five daughters. Lady Elizabeth, married to Foliot Wing- 
field, Lord Vifcount Powerfcourt, who died in 1709 without iiTue. Lady Anne died 
young. Lady Margaret, married to William Obrian, Earl of Inchiquin, Governor of 
Jamaica. Lady Catherine, wife of William Brer, of the county of Somerlet, Efqj 
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r * teifure and contemplation. But If he was not ex- 
' tremely eminent as a poet, he was far removed 

* above contempt and we can eafily forgive want 

* of elegance and corredlnefs in one who was of fo 

* much fervice to his country, and who was born 
r rather to live than to write a great part (75).' 
Mr. Walpole is very fevere (wewifh it could not be 
faid, too juftly fevere) on his Lordfhip's poetry. 

* Roger Boyle, Earl of Orrery, a man who never 

* made, a bad figure, but as an author. As a fol- 
4 dier, his bravery was diftinguifhed, his flratagems 

* remarkable. *$ a ftatefman, it is fufficient to fay, 

* that he had the confidence of Cromwell. As a 
' man, he was grateful, and would have fupported 

* the fon of his friend. Like Cicero and Richelieu, 

* he could not be content without being a poet. 
' The fen/ible author of a very curious life of this 
r Lord, in the Biographia, feems to be as bad a judge 
c of poetry as his Lordihip or Cicero, when he fays, 

* that his writings are never flat and trivial. — What 

* docs he think of an hundred fuch lines as thefe, 

te When to the wars of Aquitaine I went, 

'* I made a friendfhip with the Earl of Kent." 

* One might as foon find the fublime, or the modefr, 

* or the harmonious, in this line, 

*} O fortunatam natam me confute, Romam /" 

Mr. Walpole, fpeaking of Lord Orrery's * Par-* 

* thenifTa/ a romance, in three parts, one vol. fol. 
obferves, that his biographer fays, three volumes 
folio, and feems to think that this performance is not 
read, becaufc it was never completed ; as if three 
volumes in folio would not content the moft heroic 
appetite that ever exifted ! The fame lively writer 
adds, concerning the Poems on the Fafts and Fefti- 
vals of the CJuirch, * I mould act with regard to 
' thefe, as I fhould about the romance, not read 

* them ; not becaufe they were never finifhed, but 


* becaufe they were ever begun. We are told his 

* Lordfhip always wrote when he had a fit of the 

* gout, which, it feems, was a very impotent 
< mufe ( 7 6).» 

The Earl of Clarendon, fpeaking of the commif- 
fioners fent to King Charles the Second from Ireland, 
foon after the Reltoration, thus exprefTes him felf con- 
cerning our noble ftatefman. * The Lord Broghill 
1 was a man of the bell parts, and had moil friend*, 

* by his great alliance, to promife for him. And he 
1 appeared very generous, and to be without the leaft 
' pretence to any advantage for himfelf, and to be fo 

* wholly devoted to the King's intereft, and to the 
' eftablifhing of the government of the church, that 
' he quickly got himfelf believed. And having free 

* accefs to the King, by mingling apologies for what 
i he had done, with promifes of what he would do, 
4 and utterly renouncing all thofe principles as to 
' church or ftate (as he might with a good confeience 
' do) which make men unfit for truil, he made him- 

* felf fo acceptable to his Majefty, that he heard him 
1 willingly, becaufe he made all things eafy to be 
1 done and compaflcd ; and gave fuch affurances to 

* the bedchamber-men, to help them to good for- 
' tunes in Ireland, which they had reafon to defpair 

* of in England, that he wanted not their teftimony 
1 upon all occafions, nor their defence and vindica- 
' tion, when any thing was reflected upon to his dif- 

* advantage or reproach (77).' In another place, 
the Earl of Clarendon defcribes Lord Broghill as 
having been eminently againft the King; but upon 
the turn in his Majefty's favour, when all other 
powers were down, as eminently, for him; and as 
being very able and generous (78). The fame noble 
hiftorian afterwards blames, the Earl of Orrery for 
being the caufe of fome improvident acts of bounty 
in the King, and for doing this without the Chan- 
cellor's knowledge, by procuring the grants to be 
prepared in Ireland, and paffed under the great feal 
of that country (79).] £. 

and 
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itnd deceafing, in the twenty-eighth year of her age, on the third of September, i63i, 
lies buried at Richmond in Surry. Lady Barbara, married to Arthur Chichelter, Earl 
of Donegal, but died before hitrwwithout iflue (y). Henry Boyle, the youngefl fon (y) Collin* 
of the Ear], was Lieutenant-Colonel of the Duke of Schomberg's regiment, and died l ^ z r ^ f /ol,lT * 
in Flanders in the year 1691, leaving iflue by the Lady Mary, his wife, daughter to 
Murrough, Earl of lnchiquin, four fons. 1. Roger, who died in 1701; unmarried. 
2. Henry, feated at Caftle-Martyr in the kingdom of Ireland, who married the Lady 
Henrietta, daughter to Charles, Earl of Burlington, and filter to the late Earl, was 
Speaker of the Houfe of Commons in Ireland, and one of the Lords Juftices, and 
Chancellor of the Exchequer in that kingdom. He had iffue by his Lady five Ions and 
three daughters ; Richard, Henry, William, Charles, Robert, Juliana, Henrietta, and 
Jane (2). 3. Charles, who was Captain of the fhip, Strumbulo. And* 4. William, 
who was Captain in Duke Schomberg's regiment of horfc> and married the only daugh- 
ter of the celebrated Sir Samuel Garth; as alio two daughters; Elizabeth, married, in 
1709, to Bettridge Badham, of the county of Cork, Efqj and Margaret, married to 
Jofeph Dean, of the county of Meath in Ireland, Efq. Roger, the fecond Earl of 
Orrery, was of a very ferious and contemplative difpofition ; one who loved retirement, 
and never inclined to enter into any of the fcenes of bufy life. He married the Lady 
Mary, daughter of Richard, Earl of Dorfet, by whom he had iflue two fons, Lionel 
and Charles, and one daughter, Lady Mary, who was married to Clotworthy Upton, 
Efq; and died without iflue {a). This noble Earl decealed in the month of September, 
1698, and was fucceeded in his honours by his fon Lionel, then a minor, who married 
a daughter of the Earl of Dorfet's, by whom he had no iflue, and who, after his de- 
ceafe, which happened Auguft 23, 1703, married the late Field-Marfhal Vifcount 
Shannon. Lionel, Earl of Orrery, was fucceeded in his honours by his brother, 
Charles Boyle, Efq; who, after he became Earl of Orrery, married the Lady Elizabeth 
Cecil, daughter to John, Earl of Exeter (3), by whom he had his only fon, John, the (J>i s ^£f * r - 
late Earl of Cork and Orrery (c). C. 
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BOYLE (Robert), a man fuperior to titles, and almofl to praife illuftrions by 
birth, by learning, and by virtue ; but moft fo as the author and encourager of the 
New Philofophy ; by which he has not only rendered his memory immortal, but has 
alfo derived honour to his country; which, perhaps, is the greateft felicity that human 
abilities can ever attain. He was the feventh fon, and the fourteenth child, of Richard, 
Earl of Cork (a), and confequently the you n gelt brother of the two noble perfons laft 
mentioned. He was born at Lifmore, in the county of Cork and province of Mun- 
fter, in the kingdom of Ireland, on the twenty-fifth of February, 1626-7 (b) ; and 
though he was the only one of his father's fons who attained to manhood without being 
honoured with a title, and alfo the only one that did not diftinguifh himfelf in public 
bufinefs; yet his life deferves to be written with the utmoft accuracy, and no pains can 
be too great to fix all the dates therein as exaflly as it is poflible [vf ]. His father, who 
was very juftly ftiled the Great, and might with equal propriety have been called the 


[j4] To fx all the dates therein as exattly as it is 
po/fibfe.] The honour of having produced worthy 
and famous men has been always dear to every wife 
nation ; and it may be truly faid, that there are few 
perfons, the nature or extent of whofe reputation 
would incline a prudent or virtuous people to pride 
themfelves more on having him for their countryman, 
than the diftinguifhed Philofopher to whom this ar- 
ticle belongs : yet fo it is, that fome voluminous col- 
lections of lives, as for inftance Collier's great Dic- 
tionary, have not mentioned him at all ; and in 
others there are fuch ftrange miftakes, that one knows 
not how to overlook or excufe them. It is faid by 
feveral authors, who in this, no doubt, have one co- 
pied the other, that he was fent from fchool to the 
univerfity of Leyden, in Holland (j) ; and yet, as 
the reader will fee in the text, this could not be true ; 
for if it had, Mr. Boyle, who wrote very particular 
memoirs of the firft fifteen years of his life, would 
never have omitted this circumftanee ; and indeed 
thofe very memoirs plainly mew, that the fact is ab- 
folutely falfe, and that he was fo far from ftudying at 
Leyden in his youth, that he never went thither at 
all (2). It has been a common obfervation, that the 
real adventures of fome great men have been in them- 
felves more ftrange and furprihng, than the boldeil 
writers have dared to feign, who wrote with any view 
of being believed. It may not only be affirmed, but 
proved, with refpeft to Mr. Boyle, that the decla- 
mations in his honour, and the characters written to 
give the world a high idea of his merit, have actually 

Vol. IL 


fallen fliort of the naked truth, and cannot raife fuch 
an admiration in the mind of a judicious reader, as the 
bare recital of matters of fad. Bifliop Burnet fays (3), 
be began early to Jbezu both a probity and capacity that 
promt fed great things. But this word early conveys no 
diftinct idea, and not one reader in twenty will fo 
much as fufpeel that it ought to refer to the eighth or* 
ninth year of his age : nay, it is very probable the 
learned prelate himfelf might fcarcely apprehend that 
it reached fo high, which, however, will very clearly 
appear from what is related in the text, and is farther 
explained in the fubfequent note. To fay the truth, 
the early part of Mr. Boyle's life may be flvled the 
moft remarkable ; for although in his fubfequent years 
he diftinguifhed himfelf in a very extraordinary de- 
gree, yet the beft judges of, and thofe who have look- 
ed moft clofely into, human nature, cannot but allow 
that his early application to learning, and to thofe 
parts of learning to which he addicted himfelf, is ftill 
more furprifing, and what would appear altogether 
incredible, if we had not as ftrong, as clear, and au- 
thentic proofs, as the moft fevere critics can demand 
in reference to facts of this nature (4). The pains, 
therefore, that we have taken to cigeft into a regular 
feries of time thefe kind of facts, and the annexing 
fuch explanations as are requifue, as well as the 
proofs that become necefTary, will, we hope, be eon- 
fidered as ufeful and entertaining, as well as new 
and curious improvements upon this fubject, which, 
though fo often handled, and fo much beaten, can 
hardly ever be exhaufted. 
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Wife* Earl of Cork, committed him to the care of a country nurfe, with inftrudlions 
to brincr him up as hardy as if he had been her own fon ; which (he purfued, and thereby 
gave him a itrong and vigorous conftitution, that he afterwards loil by being treated 
with too great tenderneis (c). When he was about three years old, he had the misfor- 
tune to loie his mother, for which he fhews great regret, in lome memoirs that he has 
left us of the more early part of his life, e (teeming it a lingular unhappinefs never to 
have leen her, fo as to remember her ; and the more fo, from the chara&er he heard of 
her in his own family, and from all who knew her (d). Another accident happened (dj id. ibid. 
to him while at nurfe, which gave him no fmall trouble as long as he lived, and that 
was, his learning to flutter, by mocking fome children of his own age, and of which, 
though no endeavours were fpared, he could never be perfectly cured (e). His father 
lent for him home when he was towards feven years old ; and, not long after, in a 
journey to Dublin, he ran a very great rifk of lofing his life, if one of his father's gen- 
tlemen had not taken him out of a coach, which, in parting a brook raifed by fome 
fudden fhowers, was carried away by the ftream, and beat to pieces (f). While at WHis own 
home, he was taught to write a very fair hand, and to fpeak French and Latin, by one cite™ 1 "' beforc 
of the Earl's chaplains, and a Frenchman that he kept in the houfe (g). In the year ( s j ihl 
1635, when he was turned of eight years old, his father thought fit to fend him to 
England, in order to his education at Eton, under Sir Henry Wotton, the Earl of 
Cork's old acquaintance and friend. With this view, in company with Mr. Francis 
Boyle, his elder brother, afterwards Lord Shannon, he fet out for Youghall, and from 
thence, not without great danger of being taken by fome of the Turkilh pirates that 
then infefted the Irifli coaft, he crofled the feas to England, and landed happily at 
Briftol (b). On his arrival at Eton, he was put under the care of Mr. Harrifon, then 
Matter of the fchool, of whofe attention for, and kindnefs towards him, he makes very 
honourable mention in his Memoirs ; and obferves, that it was chiefly by the prudent 
methods he purfued, that he came to have that tafte and relifh for learning, for which, 
even in the earlier part of his life, he grew fo remarkable (/) [£]. While he remained faimtil™ 11 
at Eton, there were feveral extraordinary accidents that befel him, of which he has cm ° ir ** 
given us an account, and which one would fcarcely think it polTible he fhould have 
remembered fo diftin&ly, confidering they happened before he was nine years old, if 
the letters that he wrote about that time were not ftill preferved ; which fufficiently de- 
monftrates, how capable he was of colledting and preferving whatever appeared to him 
worthy of notice, even in the time of his childhood ; fo that we may well believe what 
he relates of his own care in this refpeft, from the teftimonies that ftill remain, of his 
having a wit fo much fuperior to his years (k) [C]. He remained at Eton, in the [^Ho^mv °* 

whole, Boyle, by the 
Rev. Mr. Bol- 

aceidents that happened to him in this fpace of time, ton > prefixed to 
three of which were very near proving fatal to his life th f e , A ? 6 , meat 
and hopes. The firli was the fudden fall of the 0 % 
chamber where he lodged, when himfelf was in bed ; 
when, befides the hazard he run of being crufhed to 
pieces, he had certainly been choaked with the dull, 
during the time he lay under the rubbifh, if he had 
not had prefence of mind enough to have wrapped up 
his head in the meet, which gave him an opportunity 
of breathing without hazard* A little after this he 
had been crumed to pieces by a ftarting horfe that 
rofe up fuddenly, and threw himfelf backwards ; but 
Mr. Boyle happily difengaged his feet from the flir- 
rups, and caft himfelf from his back before he fell. 
A third accident befel him from the carelefTnefs of an 
apothecary's fervant, who, by miftaking the phials, 
brought him a ftrong vomit in (lead of a cooling julep. 
Thefe, and many other circumftances of the like kind, 
he committed to memory firft, and to writing after- 
wards. He made but few excurfions from fchool, 
and thofe only to fee his relations, fuch as his filler 
Goring, at Lewes in SufTex, and his brother the 
Lord Dungarvan, upon his coming to London. 
While he remained there, he wrote the following let- 
ter (the original of which is before me) to his father, 
which will juftify all that is faid in the text. 


{ 7) Hiftoire de 
Suede, p. 597. 


[2?] For which, even in the earlier part of bis life, 
he grew fo remarkable .] We cannot exadtly fay in 
what month Mr. Boyle came to Eton fchool ; we 
know that it was fome time in the year 1635, and 
when he was very little more than eight years of age 
(5) ; and though he came thither To foon, yet he 
did not come altogether uninftrucled ; for he not only 
wrote fo as to be read, but a ftrong, fair, legible 
hand of the Italic kind, and was tolerably acquainted 
with Latin (6). His diligence and application re- 
commended J^m fo much to Mr. Harrifon, that he 
was extremely kind to him, inftrucled him out of 
fchool hours in his own chamber, gave him true no- 
tions of the ufe and value of learning, confidered as 
a thing refpecling himfelf, as well as what was ex- 
peeled from him ; but whether he recommended to 
him Quintus Curtius, whether it fell into Mr. Boyle's 
hands by chance, or came to be taken up as a fchool- 
book, does not appear : yet this, it feems, was the 
author that ftruck him moll, and the reading of which 
gave him fuch an appetite for learning, as his appli- 
cation thereto all his life after could never cloy. His 
own account of the matter is delivered in words that 
cannot be varied without changing the thought, and 
leflening the force of the expreflion. Speaking of 
himfelf, as he does throughout his memoirs in the 
third perfon, he treats this paflage thus : In grati- 
tude to this book y I have heard him hyperbolical!} fay, 
that he not only owed more to Quintus Curtius than 
Alexander did, but derived more advantage from the 
hiftory of that great monarch's conquefts, than ever he 
did from the conquefts themf elves. There is certainly 
fomething in this book that operates ftrongly upon 
young minds ; it is faid the reading it made Charles 
the Twelfth of Sweden a hero (7) ; and we have 
heard Mr. Boyle himfelf confefs, that he derived 
from it that paffton for learning which made him a 
fcholar. 

[C] His having a wit fo much fuperior to his age.] 
We have in his own memoirs an account of feveral 


1 My moft honoured Lord Father, 

J-JEARTIL Y praying for the continuance of 
God's favour to your Lordlhip Hill in foul and 
body I humbly proftrate myfelf unto your honour- 
able feet, to crave your blefling and pardon for my 
remiflhefs, in prefenting my illiterate lines unto 
your honourable, kind acceptance. Whereas I 
have been heretofore cloyed with our college exer- 
cife, I could not fo often vifit your Honour in 
writing ; but now being, by the ardent defire of 
our brother, and the licence of Sir Harry Wotton, 
and our fchool -matter, come to London, where we 
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BOYLE (Robert). 

whole, between three and four years, and then his father carried him to his own fear at 
Staibridge in Dorfetfhirr, where he remained for fome fhort time, under the care of 
Mr. William Douch, then Parfoh of the place, and one of the Earl of Cork's Chap- 
lains (/). In the autumn of the year 1638, he attended his father to London, and 
remained with him at the Savoy, till his brother, Mr. Francis Boyle, efpoufed Mrs. 
Elizabeth Killigrew ; and then, towards the end of the month of October, within four 
days after the marriage was celebrated, the two brothers, Francis a fid Robert, were 
fent abroad upon their travels, under the care of Mr. Marcombes, whom we have for- 
merly mentioned as Governor to the Lords Kinelmeaky and Broghill (m). They 
embarked at Rye in Suflex, and from thence proceeded to Dieppe in Normandy, from 
whence they travelled by land to Rouen, fo to Paris, and from thence to Lyons ; from 
which city they continued their journey to Geneva, where his Governor had a family, 
and there the two young gentlemen purfued their ftudies quietly, and without inter- 
ruption (;/) [D]. Mr. Boyle, during his ftay here, re fumed his acquaintance with the 
Mathematics, or at leaft with the elements of that fcience, of which he had firft ob- 
tained fome knowledge at Eton, He was now drawing towards fourteen, and his 
temper being naturally very grave and ferious, his thoughts were often turned on reli- 
gious fubjedts; but, however, not without fome mixture of doubts and difficulties, 
as himfelf acknowledges, about the certainty of the Chriftian Revelation (0). This, 
inftead of having any bad effedls, was productive of very good confequences. He exa- 
mined coolly and circumftantially the evidence in favour of the Gofpel, and concluded, 
by dint of reafoning, that this was the only certain and fure way to falvation (p). We 
might poflibly fufpe£l the truth of this, confidering his youth, and the little care that 
peribns at fuch years take, or indeed are capable of taking, in matters of fo great im- 
portance : but it fo falls out, that we have an original letter of his, written at this 
time, to his father, which plainly proves that his capacity was, even at that early fea- 
fon, very capable of fuch arduous inquiries [£]. While he remained at Geneva, he 
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make four days refidence, have found opportunity 
to offer unto your Honour that oblation due unto 
fo good and fo noble a Father, that is mod humble 
duty, defiring your Honour to pardon him for his 
brevity, who ftrives to live after your Lord (hip's 
will and commandments 


* London, decimo 
r 4to Martii. 


Truely and obediently , 

* Robert Boyle.' 


Superfcribed, For my dear Lord Father, the Earl 
of Cork. 

[D] Purfued their ftudies quietly, and without inter- 
ruption.'] He informs us, in his own memoirs, that 
while he was at Eton, and was afflicted with an ague 
before he was ten years old, it was thought neceiTary 
to interrupt his ftudies, and to allow him to divert 
himfelf with any kind of writing that pleafed him 
mod ; and as this happened to be romances, it 
brought upon him fuch a diftraction (8) of thought, 
and fo great an unfettlednefs of mind, that, when he 
recovered his health, he found it. very difficult to fix 
his attention to any thing. All this, we muft allow, 
has nothing in it il range or uncommon ; but that a 
youth, or rather a child, at his age, mould ferioufly 
feek a remedy for fuch an evil, and make choice of 
the extraction of the fquare and cube roots, and the 
folution of algebraical equations, for that remedy, is 
certainly very extraordinary. It was this that gave 
him the firffc talte of mathematical fcience, which he 
improved at Geneva under the care of Mr. Mar- 
combes, who not only taught him the Theory of 
Geometry, but the Application of it alfo : for there 
was this fingularity in Mr. Boyle's temper, that as 
foon as he became acquainted with any fcience, he 
was for applying it to fome ufe ; and therefore the 
practical parts of Trigonometry delighted him much; 
and Fortification, inftead of being confidered as a 
fludy, appeared to him as the pleafanteft amufemenr. 
in the world ; Geography was to him no more than 
travelling upon paper ; Aftronomy a voyage to the 
Heavens ; and fo of other things that commonly ap- 
pear labours to others, he conceived in fuch a man- 
ner, that they appeared defirable to him. In thefe 
notions he was led on and fuftained by his governor, 
who appears to have had great parts as well as pru- 
dence, and to have underllood the art of educating 
youth, by making them conceive education their own 
bufinefs ; which Mr. Boyle did to fuch a degree, that 
both here and at Eton his afliduity required rather a 
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curb than a fpur, and his preceptors were obliged to 
take more pains to abate the fpirit with which he 
purfued learning, than they ufually did to excite it 
in others. This he tells with great fimplicity ; and 
if he had not told us, we muft have learned it from 
his letters and his books. 

[£J Very capable of fuch arduous inquiries.'] In 
order to (hew with how much ftrength of judgment 
he might enter into the deepeft difputes of religion, 
we fhall exhibit another original letter of his, writ- 
ten to his father at this time, with an exactnefs and 
correctnefs hardly to be exprefled, and yet, as fome 
circumftances therein plainly fhew, without the pri- 
vity, and confequently without the alii fiance, of his 
governor. The fentiments and language of this let- 
ter fufficiently demonftrate, that though the author 
was but in his fifteenth year, he had a general notion 
of the affairs of Christendom ; otherwife he could not 
have written of them fo clearly, and yet fo fuccinetly, 
as he does. But let us come to the letter itfelf. 

' My mojl honoured Lord and Father, 

your Lordftiip's long filence hath extremely 
afflicted us, fo the receipt of your Lordfhip's 
letters, dated the 25th of June, hath infinitely re- 
joy ced us ; for by them we are not only afTured of 
your Lordfhip's health (for the continuation where- 
of I pray God day and night), but alfo of the leave 
which we have fo much defired to go into Italy the 
firft of September. I wonder that Mr. Killigrew 
mould tell your Lordfhip, that we wore our old 
cloaths, and had no money in our pockets, when 
he was here ; for I affure your Lordihip, that ft nee 
we came to Geneva, we have been very far from 
wanting either the firft or the laft, and that Mr. 
Marcombes hath too great a care of us to let us 
want the leaft thing that is neceiTary, either for our 
bodies or minds : we are in his houfe in perfect 
health (thanked be God), and grow great profi- 
cients in the Mathematicks, which is a ftudy fo 
pleafing and profitable, that when one hath once 
tafted the fweetnefs of it, it is almoft impoffible not 
to take delight therein, and, by confequence, not 
to ply it hard. The news here are, that the Count 
de Soiffons forces, and one of the King of France's 
armies, having met near Sedan, the King's army 
was beaten, and the Count de Soiflbns killed. 
They fay alfo, that Picolomini hath been fhrewdly 
beaten in Germany, and that the King of France's 
affairs go very well in Catalonia, the Archbiftiop 
of Bourdeaux having beaten the Spanifh fleet, and 

* Tarragone 
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(q) His owri 
Memoirs; 


(*) This ap. 
pears by a Let- 
ter of his to 
Lord Broghill, 
dated Aug, 25, 
1645. 


BOYLE (Robert), 

made fome excurfioris to vifit the adjacent country of Savoy, and even proceeded fo far 
as to Grenoble in Dauphinc, and took a view alfo of thofe wild mountains where Bruno, 
the firft author of the Carthufian Monks, lived in folitudc, at the time he ereftcd that 
order (j). In September 1641, he quitted Geneva, and paffing through Switzerland 
and the country of the Grifons, entered Lombard/, and taking his route through Ber- 
gamo, Brefcia, and Verona, arrived at Venice ; and having made a fhort flay there, 
returned to the continent, and fpent the winter at Florence ; during his ftay in which 
city, the famous Galileo died at a village not far from thence (r). While he refided 
in this fair city, he had an opportunity of acquiring the Italian language, which he 
underftood perfectly, though he never fpoke it fo fluently as the French, of which he 
became fo great a matter, that, as occafion required, he patted for a native of that 
country in more places than one during his travels (s). About the end of March, 
he began his journey from Florence to Rome, which took up but five days; and, after 
having furveyed that famous city, the heats difagreeing with his brother, he returned 
to Florence, from thence he went to Leghorn, and fo by fea to Genoa (/). He made 
but a lhort ftay there, and then palTing through the county of Nice, croffed the fea to 
Antibes, from whence he went to Marfeilles by land. He was in that city in the 
month of May, 1642, when he received his father's letters, with a dreadful account of 
the rebellion juft then broken out in Ireland ; and advice likewife, that with great 
difficulty his Lordfhip had procured two hundred and fifty pounds, which he remitted 
his fons to enable them to return home : but of this money they never faw a farthing; 
for being put into the hands of one Mr. Perkins («), a confiderable trader in the city 
of London, he proved unfaithful to his truft ; which drove thefe two noble youths to 
the utmoft diftrefs ; till, with much ado, their Governor, Mr. Marcombes, fupplied 
them with as much as brought them to Geneva, where they continued with him for 
fome time ; and having neither fupplies nor advices from England, he was obliged, 
in order to enable them to go home, to take up fome jewels on his own credit, which 
they difpofed of with as little lofs as might be, and, with the money thus produced, 
continued their journey for England, where they arrived in the year 1644 (w). On 
his arrival there, he found his father dead ; and though he had made an ample provifion 
for him, as well by leaving him his manor of Stalbridge in England, as other confi- 
derable eflates in Ireland, yet it was fome time before he could receive any money (*•). 
During this fpace he lodged with his filter, the Lady Ranelagh, and by her intereft, 
and that of his brother Lord Broghill, he procured protections for his eftates in Eng- 
land and Ireland, from thofe who had the power then in their hands (y). He alfo ob- 
tained their leave to go over for a fhort fpace into France, probably that he might have 
an opportunity of fettling his accounts with his old Governor and conftant friend 
Mr. Marcombes (2) ; but he did not ftay long abroad, fince we find him the Decem- 
ber following at Cambridge. In the month of March, 1646, he retired to his own 
feat at Stalbridge, from whence he made various excurfions, fometimes to London, 
fometimes to Oxford, applying himfelf as afiiduoufly to his ftudies as his own circum- 
ftances, or thofe of the times, would permit (a) ; and indeed it is very amazing to find 
what a prodigious progrefs he made, not only in many branches of literature, but in 
fome that have been always held the moft difficult and abftruie. He omitted no op- 
portunity of obtaining the acquaintance of perfons diftinguifhed for parts and learning, 
to whom he %as in every refpedt a ready, ufeful, and generous afiiftant, and with whom 
he maintained a conftant correfpondence (Z>) [F]. He was alfo one of the firft mem- 
bers 


(9) Calamy't 
Life of Baxter, 
Vol. ii. p. 548. 


1 From Geneva, the 
* 20th July, \6\6. 


Tarragone being taken by one of the King's gene- 
rals. Having no other news worthy the writing 
to your Lordfhip, I end my letter with them, be- 
feeching you to believe that I Iofe no time here, 
and that in plying hard my ftudies and exercifes, I 
will fhew the ardent defire I have to be juftly 
efteemed, 

My Lord, 

Tour moft dutiful and 
obedient Son, and 
bumble fervant, 

Robert Boyle.' 

Supcrfcribed, For my moft honoured Father ', the Earl 
of Corky at his lodgings at Court, 

[F] With ivhom he held a conftant correfpondence. \ 
Of thefe per ions, who entered fo early into an inti- 
mate acquaintance with Mr. Boyle, and for whom he 
preferved his friendfhip as long as he and they lived, 
we mail mention a few. Mr. Francis T alien ts (who 
was afterwards fo well known, and fo much refpe&ed 
in the worTd, for that laborious performance which 
he publifhed under the title of Chronological T ables (9), 
which was the work of years) had been, while he 
was Under-graduatc, fub-tutor to feveral fons of the 
Earl of Suffolk (one of whofe daughters was married 
8 


(r) See the Life 
of Galilei Gali- 
leo, by Mr. Sa- 
lifbury, prefixed 
to rjis Mathema- 
tical Collections. 
( *) Memoirs of 
the Hon. Robert 
Boyle. 

ft) His owa 

Memoirs, 


(u) id. ihi<L 


( iv ) Memoirs of 
the Hon. Robert 
Boyle. 


(x) His owa 
Memoirs. 


(f) Memoirs of 
the Hon. Robcit 
Boyle. 


to Lord Broghill), being removed from Peter-houfe 
to Magdalen-college for that purpofe, and about the 
year 1642 travelled abroad with them as their tutor. 
After his return, he became Senior Fellow and Prefi- 
dent, or Vice-mafter, of his College, and, having 
fpent near twenty years in the Univerlity, was fettled 
at Saint Mary's in Shrew/bury, where he was ejected 
for non-conformity in 1662. In the year 1670, he 
went a fecond time as tutor to two young gentlemen, 
Mr. Bofcawen and Mr. Hamden. In the laft part of 
his life, he was paftor to a congregation of Proteftant 
DifTenters at Shrcwfbury, where he died April 11, 
1708, in the 89th year of his age. Mr. Samuel 
Hartlib was another acquaintance of Mr. Boyle's, 
one for whom he had a great regard, and to whom 
he afforded confiderable alTiftance. He was born in 
PrufTia, or in Poland, it is not eafy to know which, 
for his father refided many years in both countries : 
he came over to England in 1630, and diftinguifhed 
himfelf by many learned and ufeful writings, which 
gained him the friendfhip and efteem of fome of the 
greateft men that age produced, which was fo prolific 
in great men : but amongft them there was none that 
either exprefTed a greater value for his ufeful qualities, 
or gave higher teltimonies of the fmcerity of his af- 
fection, than Mr. Boyle; and fVom hence arofe that 
dole and intimate correfpondence, which, as it gave 

the 


(a) BircVs Life 
of the Hon. 
Robert Boyle, 

p. IS- 

(b) See. the 
great CollecTioa 
of his Letters ia 
the fifth Volume 
of his Works, 
which are, how- 
ever, but a part 
of what he left 
behind him. 
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bers of that fmall, but learned body, which held its firft meetings at London, then 
removed to Oxford, ftyled by hiovhe Invifible, by themfelves the Philofopbical College, 
and which, after the Reftoration, were incorporated and diftinguifhed, as they well 
deferved, by the title of the Royal Society (c). It is no fmall honour to this worthy ^^s^thu 
perfon, that, when he was fo young a man, his merit and knowledge gained him ad- fnBifhopS P rat'$ 
mittance amongft perfons the moft diftinguifhed for the acutenefs of their underftand- ^^r"' do- 
ings, and the lingularity, as well as extent, of their fcience. We have an account of dety! ° y * 
their firft inftitution, written by the famous Dr. Wallis, which deferves the Reader's 
attention, and is therefore placed in the notes (d) [G]. The great diligence and ap- 
plication of Mr. Boyle was fo much the more to be efteemed and commended, as at 
this time his health was very much difordered by frequent fits of the ftone, a difeafe to 
which he was extremely fubjedl, and to which his fedentary life, and clofe application 
£ bT ic h ' S a lft to his ftudies, might pofllbly contribute (e). But, notwithftanding this, and the fre- chronicle, 
d uy e, P .2, 7 . q Uent occa f lons } ie h a tj to remove f rom pl aC e to place, fometimes on the fcorc of bufi- p€ 
nefs, at others to vifit his many noble relations, yet he never fuffered his thoughts to 
be difordered, or the defigns he had formed to be broken or interrupted by any of thefe 
accidents ; as appears by his having completed three regular and excellent pieces, be- 
fore he had reached the age of twenty, viz. his Seraphic Love, his EJJay on Miftaken 
Modc/ly, and the Swearer filenced> to which he afterwards gave the title that it now 
bears, of a Free Difcourfe againft cufiomary Swearing (/). Befides thefe, it plainly ap- 
pears, as well from the writings he has publifhed, as from many of his private letters, 
that he had made large collections upon other fubjefts, from fome of which he after- of B oy \c\ 
( g ) This is evi- W ards drew diftind treatifes (g) m The retired courfe of life, which, for the fake of Woikw 

dent from com- ------ — - *^ 


(d ) It is pub- 
li&ed by Mr. 
Hearne, in the 
Appendix to the 
Preface to Peter 
LangtotVs 


(f) See thefe 
Pieces in the 
new Col!ec*liofl 


paring 


thefe 


Treatifes toge- 
ther. 

(b) This Dedi- 
cation is dated 
May 15, 1 6 5 1, 
and the boi-k 
was then ad- 
mired as very 
learned and cu- 
rious. 


his health, from the bent of his temper, and from the nature of his defigns, he took a 
pleafure to lead, could not hinder his reputation from riling to fuch a height, as made 
him taken notice of by fome of the moft eminent members of the Republic of Letters ; 
fo that, in 165 1, we find Dr. Nathaniel Highmore, a very eminent Phyfician, dedi- 
cating to him his Hiftory of Generation \ in- which dedication he ftyles him both his 
patron and his friend (£). In 1652 he went over to Ireland, in order to vifit and fettle 


(11) SeeWor. 
thington*s Mis- 
cellanies, p. 242, 


a», 23. 


the greatefi pleafure to them while it continued, fo 
the publication of their letters will do honour to their 
memories, and be of fervice to the public, as long as 
a true fpirit of learning, and a juft refpedl for Mr. 
Boyle's writings, fhall fubfift. He was likewife very 
kind to Mr. John Dury (11), a very worthy, well- 
meaning perfon, who fpent many years, and took 
much pains, in the profecution of a defign, which, 
however commendable, proved but very chimerical, 
which was, the reconciliation of the Lutherans and 
Calvinifts. He was alfo very intimate with Dr. 
"William Petty, Mr. John Beale, and many other 
perfons diftinguifhed by their genius and love for 
learning, before he had attained the age of twen- 
(12) Birch's Life ty (12). It is alfo farther remarkable, that as he was 
of Boyle, p. 21, always communicative, in point of knowledge, to 
fuch as flood on a level with him in refpect to for- 
tune ; fo, in regard to thofe who had no large Hock 
of any thing but merit, he was not only civil and 
kind in his expreflions, but ufeful and beneficent to 
them in every other reipeft ; fo that he fully juftified 
what a great man, who knew him, very well faid of 
him at this time, -viz. That in his youth he had not 
only the proficiency, but the prudence, of a man in 
years ; and that at a time when others of his age 
thought of nothing but purfuing their pleafures, he 
made it his fole buJinefs to promote fciencd, and de- 
lighted in nothing fo much as in doing good. It was 
a great honour to Mr. Boyle that this was faid of him 
fo early : but it was a much greater felicity, that it 
continued to be faid of him for upwards of forty 
years afterwards, and that not by a few whom he 
obliged, or by fuch as hoped to be obliged, but by 
the world in general, and in the ftrongett terms by 
fixh as were acquainted with him bell. 

[G] Which aefewei the reader s attention, and is 
tl ere/ore placed in the nctes.] This letter was written 
bv the famous Dr. Wallis to Dr. Thomas Smith, Fel- 
low cf Magdalen-college, in Oxford, and, with the 
reft of that great man's papers, fell into the hands of 
the indefatigable Mr. Thomas Hearne, who has de- 
ferved fo well of the public. In that letter Dr. Wal- 
lis gives an account of his own life, and therein is 
this remarkable pailage (13): * About the year 

* 1645, while I lived in London, at a time when, 
< by our civil wars, academical ftudies were much 

* interrupted in both our Univerfities, befide the 

* conversation of divers eminent divines, as to mat- 

* ters theological^ I had the opportunity of being 

* acquainted with divers worthy perfons inquifitive 

Vol. IL 


(13) E. Col. 
Smithianis, 
Vol. xxii. p. 38. 


into Natural Philofophy, and other parts of humane 
learning ; and particularly of what hath been called 
the New Philofophy, or Experimental Philofophy. 
We did by agreement divers of us meet weekly in 
London on a certain day, to treat and difcourfe of 
fuch affairs : of which number were, Dr. John 
Wilkins (afterwards Bifhop of Chefter), Dr. Jona- 
than Goddard, Dr. George Ent, Dr. GlifTon, 
Dr. Merret (Doctors in Phyfic), Mr. Samuel 
Fofter, then Profeffor of Aftronomy at Grefham 
College, Mr. Theodore Hank (a German of the 
Palatinate, and then refident in London, who, I 
think, gave the firft occafion, and firft fuggefted 
thofe meetings), and many others. Thefe meet- 
ings we held fometimes at Dr. Goddard's lodgings, 
in Wood-ftreet (or fome convenient place near), on 
occafion of his keeping an Operator in his houfe 
for grinding glafles for Telefcopes and Microfcopes, 
and fometimes at a convenient place in Cheapfide, 
fometimes at Grefham College, or fome place near 
adjoining. Our bufinefs was, precluding matters 
of theology and ftate affairs, to difcourfe and con- 
fider of philofophical enquiries, and fuch as re- 
lated thereunto, as Phyfic, Anatomy, Geometry, 
Aftronomy, Navigation, Statics, Magnetics, Chy- 
1 mks, Mechanics, and Natural Experiments, with 
: the ftate of thefe ftudies as then cultivated at home 
: and abroad : we there difcourfed of the circulation 
1 of the blood, the valves in the veins, the ven^ 
r lattea?, the lymphatic veflels, the Copernican hy- 
1 pothefis, the nature of comets and new ftars, the 
f fatellites of Jupiter, the oval fhape (as it then ap- 
1 peared) of Saturn, the fpots in the Sun, and its 
c turning on its own axis, the inequalities and fele- 
1 nography of the Moon, the feveral phafes of Ve- 

* nus and Mercury, the improvement of telefcopes, 

* and grinding of glafTes for that purpofe, the weight 

* of air, the poflibility or impoflibility of vacuities 
c and Nature's abhorrence thereof, the Torricellian 

* experiment in quickfilver, the defcent of heavy 

* bodies, and the degrees of acceleration therein, 

* and divers other things of like nature ; fome of 

* which were then but new difcoveries, and others 

* not fo generally known and embraced as now they 

* are, with other things appertaining to what hath 

* been called the New Philofophy, which, from the 
1 times of Galileo at Florence, and Sir Francis Bacon 
« (Lord Verulam) in England, hath been much cul- 
' tivated in Italy, France, Germany, and other parts 
i abroad, as well as with us in England.' 
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Works, Vol. v. 
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Papers formerly 
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Dr. Wotten. 
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in the following 
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the Collection of 
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his eftates in that kingdom ; and there, if I am not miftaken, he met with a fall from 
his horfe in a watery place, which gave him a very grievous fit of ficknefs (*). He 
returned from Ireland to England in Auguft, 1653; but was foon after obliged to 
return again into that kingdom, where he fpent his time but very unpleafantly ; and 
it would have been ftill more fo, if it had not been for the acquaintance of Dr. Petty, 
afterwards Sir William Petty, who was his intimate friend, and, as in its proper place 
will appear, one of the greateft men of that, or indeed of any other age (k). In the 
fummer of 1654, he returned to England, and put in execution a defign he had 
formed when he was laft in this kingdom, of fettling at Oxford, as well for the fake 
of feveral of his ingenious friends who refided there, as for the many and extra- 
ordinary conveniencies which the place afforded, for the profecution of his beloved 
ftudies in peace. He chofe to live there in the houfe of Mr. Crofle, an apothecary, 
rather than in a college, for the fake of his health, and becauie he had more room for 
making experiments (I). It was now that he found himfelf furrounded by a number 
of learned friends, who reforted thither chiefly for the fame reafons that he had done; 
the Inviftble College, as he called it, or Philofophical Society, being now transferred from 
London to Oxford (m) [i/]. It was during his refidence here that he invented the 
air-pump, which was perfedted for him by the ingenious Mr. Hooke in 1658 or 1659, 
by the help of which he made fuch experiments, as enabled him to difcover and demon- 
ftrate feveral qualities of the air, by which he laid the foundations for a complete the- 
ory («). He was not, however, fatisfied with this, but laboured inceflantly in collect- 
ing and digefting, chiefly from his own experiments, the materials requifite for this 
purpofe. He declared againft the Philofophy of Ariftotle, as having in it more of 
words than things, promifing much and performing little; in fhort, giving the inven- 
tions of men for indubitable proofs, inftead of the refults of fuch enquiries, as draw the 
knowledge of the works of nature from nature herfelf (0). He was fo careful in, and 
fo zealous for, the true method of learning by experiment, that though the Cartefian 
Philofophy made then a great noife in the world, yet he would never be perfuaded to 
read the works of Des Cartes, for fear he fhould be amufed and led away with a fair 
pretence of reafoning, and plaufible accounts of things, grounded purely on conjefture 
(p). But philofophy and enquiries into nature, though they engaged his attention 
deeply, did not occupy it entirely, fince we find that he ftill continued to purfue his 
critical ftudies, in which he had the affiftance of fome as great men as have ever flou- 
riftied in this kingdom, particularly Dr. Edward Pococke, Mr. Thomas Hyde, and 
Mr. Samuel Clarke (q). He had alfo a ftrift intimacy with Dr. Thomas Barlow, at 
that time Head Keeper of the Bodleian Library, and afterwards Bifhop of Lincoln, a 
man of various and extenfive learning (r). He was likewife the patron of the very 
learned Dr. John Pell, an eminent Mathematician (j) : and the famous Dr. John Wal- 
lis, who diftinguifhed himfelf in that and other branches of learning, did him the ho- 
nour to dedicate to him his excellent treatife on the Cycloid (t). In 1659, being ac- 
quainted with the circumftances of the learned Dr. Robert Sanderfon, afterwards Bifhop 
of Lincoln, he beftowed on him a ftipend of fifty pounds a year; and that great man 
thankfully acknowledged the obligations he was under to fo generous a patron, in a de- 
dication of his Lectures, which were printed at Oxford the fame year (u). After the 
Reftoration, he was treated with great civility and refpeft by the King, and with much 
affeftion ancfr efteem by his two great Minifters, the Lord-Treafurer Southampton, and 
the Lord-Chancellor Clarendon, by whom he was preffed to enter into Holy Orders, of 
which he had very ferious thoughts, but at laft thought fit to decline it, upon very jult 
and difinterefted motives (w) [/]. The fame year he publifhed two of his firft pieces, 

one 
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[H] Being now transferred from London to Oxford.] 
We have in the former note fhevvn (14), when, and 
how, thefe meetings were at firft fet on foot in Lon- 
don ; and if the reader will confult the letters of Mr. 
Boyle, interfperfed through the large account of his 
life, prefixed to his Works, he will find undeniable 
evidence of the fhare he had in the inftitution of this 
learned Society, though no mention is made of him 
in the paflage we have cited from the writings of Dr. 
Wallis : yet considering the diftance of time between 
thofe transactions, and his relation of them, we may 
rather wonder that he remembered fo many, than 
that amongft them a fingle name was omitted. Yet 
the fame learned perfon, fpeaking of the removal of 
this Society, and the manner in which their aflem- 
blies were held at Oxford, fails not to mention Mr. 
Boyle, as may be feen in the following paflage (15). 

About the year 1648-49, fome of our company 
4 being removed to Oxford (firft Dr. Wilkins, then 

* I, and foon after Dr. Goddard), our company di- 
1 vided. Thofe in London continued to meet there 
' as before (and we with them when we had occafion 
■ to be there, and thofe of us at Oxford ; with Dr. 

* Ward (fince Bifhop of Salifbury) ; Dr. Ralph Bathurft 


' (now Prefident of Trinity-college in Oxford); Dr. 
■ Petty (fince Sir William Petty) ; Dr. Willis (then 

* an eminent Phyfician in Oxford) ; and divers others, 

* continued fuch meetings in Oxford, and brought 

* thofe ftudies into faftiion there, meeting firft at Dr. 
€ Petty's lodgings (in an Apothecary's houfe) becaufe 

* of the convenience of infpecting drugs, and the 

* like, as there was occafion ; and after his remove 

* to Ireland (though not fo conftantly) at the lodg- 

* ings of Dr. Wilkins (then Warden of Wadham- 

* college) ; and after his removal to Trinity-college 

* in Cambridge, at the lodgings of the Hon. Mr. 

* Robert Boyle, then reftdent for divers years in 

* Oxford. Thofe meetings in London continued, 
f and (after the King's return in 1660) were increafed 

* with the accefTion of divers worthy and honourable 

* perfons, and were afterwards incorporated by the 

* name of the Royal Society, cjfe. and fo continue to 

* this day.' 

[/] Upon 'very jtift and di/interefted motives.] The 
regard that the Earl of Clarendon had for the Church 
of England, was one great reafon why he was fo ear- 
neft in perfuadinp; the Hon. Mr. Boyle to enter into 
Holy Orders. His noble family, his diftinguifhed 
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one of which was printed at Oxford, and the other at London ; the former was his New 
Experiments touching the Spring ofjhe Air (*), which he addrefled to his nephew the 
Lord Dungarvan, and this drew him into a controverfy with Francifcus Linus, and the 
famous Mr. Thomas Hobbes, whofe objections he refuted with equal candour, clear- 
nefs, and civility. The fecond was his Difcourfe on Seraphic Love (y), and both pieces 
were received with univerfal applaufe. The fame of his great learning and abilities ex- 
tended itfelf, even at this time, beyond the bounds of our ifland, fo that the Grand 
Duke of Tufcany, a Prince diftinguiflied for learning, defired Mr. Southwell, then re- 
fident at Florence, to acquaint Mr. Boyle with his defire of holding a correspondence 
with him (z). In 166 1, he publifhed his Phyjiological EJfays and other Tracts (a) y which 
added greatly to the efteem that all true lovers of learning had for his knowledge in 
things of this nature. Some time after, he fent abroad another curious and excellent 
work, intituled, The Sceptical Chymift (b) y which was printed at Oxford : but feveral 
treatifes that are mentioned in this and the former work, as being in great forwardnds, 
and which the world very impatiently expedled, were afterwards loft in the hurry of re- 
moving his effects at the time of the great fire. In 1662, a grant of the forfeited im- 
propriations in the kingdom of Ireland, was obtained from the King in Mr. Boyle's 
name, though without his knowledge, which did not hinder his interesting himfelf very 
warmly, for procuring the application of thefe impropriations 1 to the promoting true 
religion and learning {c). He interpofed, likewife, in favour of the corporation for 
propagating the Golpel in New England, and was very inftrumental in obtaining a de- 
cree in the Court of Chancery, for reftoring to that corporation an eftate, which had 
been injurioufly re-pofleffed by one Col. Bedingfield, a Papift, who had fold it to them 
for a valuable confideration (d). His activity in matters of this nature was fo much the 
more honourable, as he was naturally inclined to, and, generally fpeaking, followed 
that inclination, in leading a private and retired life. But whenever the caufe of vir- 
tue, learning, or religion required it, his intereft and endeavours were never wanting, 
and, by the peculiar bleffing of Providence, were leldom employed but with fuccefs. 
In 1663, the Royal Society being incorporated by King Charles II., by letters patent 
dated the twenty-fecond of April (e), Mr. Boyle was appointed one of the Council; and 
as he might be juftly reckoned among the founders of that learned body, fo he conti- 
nued one of its molt ufeful and induftrious members, during the whole courfe of his 
life [/£]. In the month of June 1663, he publifhed his Conftderations on the Ufefulnefs of 
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learning, and, above all, his unblemiftted reputa- 
tion, juftly induced the Chancellor to think, that any 
ecclefiaftical preferments he might attain, would be 
fo worthily difcharged, as to do honour to the clergy, 
and fervice to the Eftabliihed Communion. All thefe 
arguments Mr. Boyle confidered with due attention : 
but to balance thefe, he reflected, that in the fituation 
of life he was in, whatever he wrote with refpect to 
religion, would have fo much the greater weight, as 
coming from a layman; from a perfon, who, in 
other refpects, (hewed himfelf free from all prejudice 
and prepofielfions, concerned only to find out truth, 
and to Hick clofe thereto wherever he found it. He 
confidered likewife, that, in point of fortune and 
character, he needed no acceflions ; and, indeed, he 
never had any appetite for either. But a certain 
great Prelate (16) tells us, that what had the greateft 
weight in determining his judgment, was, the not 
feeling in himfelf any motion or tendency of mind, 
that he could fafely efteem a call from the Holy Ghoft, 
which, according to the form ufed in the Church of 
England, is affirmed by fuch as enter into Holy Or- 
ders. Now, whoever reflects upon either of thefe 
reafons, or takes them together under his confidera- 
tion, cannot but difcern, tha; what is aflerted in the 
text is ftrictly true, and that it was impoflible for any 
man to proceed in a matter of fuch weight and im- 
portance to himfelf and to the Church, more confci- 
entioufly, and with a quicker fenfe of juftice and ho- 
nour, than he did. To this we may add, that the 
laft mentioned fcruple evidently proves that there was 
nothing of enthufiafm in his difpofition ; and, confe- 
quently, this ought to give the greater weight, and 
afford the higher fan&ion, to all that he has written. 

[K\ One of its mofl ufeful and induftrious members 
during his whole life,] We have already mentioned, 
trom Dr. Wallis, the beginnings of this great Soci- 
ety ; and fhali now have recourie to the Hiftory of it 
written by the incomparable pen of Bifhop Sprat; 
who, having firft mentioned the occafional meetings 
at Oxford and at London, proceeds then to give us 
the following account of the manner in which this 
Society was reduced to that ftate in which we now 
behold it. 1 Thefe gentlemen (fays he, meaning 
* thofe who had formerly met for their mutual im- 


provement in Philosophical (17) Itudies) finding 
the hearts of their countrymen enlarged by their 
joys, and fitted for any noble propoiition, and 
meeting with the concurrence of many worthy 
men, who, to their immortal honour, had fol- 
lowed the King in his banifhment, Mr. Erfkine, 
Sir Robert Moray, Sir Gilbert Talbot, tiff, began 
now to imagine fome greater thing, and to bring 
out experimental knowledge from the retreats in 
which it had long hid itfelf, to take its part in the 
triumphs of that univerfal Jubilee. And indeed, 
Philofophy did very well deferve that reward, hav- 
ing been always loyal in the worft of times. For 
though the King's enemies had gained all other ad- 
vantages, though they had all the garrifons, and 
fleets, and ammunitions, and treafures, and ar- 
mies, on their fide, yet they could never, by all 
their victories, bring over the reafori of men to their 
party. While they were thus ordering their plat- 
form, there came forth a treatife which very much 
haftened its contrivance, and that was,- a propofal 
by Mafter Cowley of erecting a Philofophical col- 
lege. The intent of it was, that in fome places 
near London, there mould liberal falaries be be- 
ftowed on a competent number of learned men, to 
whom fhould be committed the operations of natu- 
ral experiments. This model was every way prac- 
ticable, unlefs, perhaps, in two things, he did 
more confult the generofity of his own mind than 
of other men's ; the one was, the largenefs of the 
revenue with which he would have his college at 
firft endowed ; the other, that he impofed on his 
operators a fecond tafk of great pains, the education 
of youth. The laft of thefe, is, indeed, a matter 
of great weight, the reformation of which ought to 
be ferioufly examined by prudent men. For it is 
an undeniable truth, which is commonly faid, that 
there would be need of fewer laws, and lefs force, 
to govern men, if their minds were rightly in- 
formed and fet ftraight while they were young and 
pliable. But, perhaps, this light is not fo proper 
for experimenters to undergo, for it would not only 
devour too much of their time, but it would go 
near to make them a little more magifterial in Phi- 
lofophy than became them, by being long accuf- 
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Experimental Natural Philcfophy (f)> which confided of feveral Eflays on ufeful and curi- 
ous fubjefts, in which they are handled with great freedom, from a juft zeal for truth, 
and for the common benefit of mankind, the points which he had always in view when 
he took his pen in hand. Thefe pieces, thus publifhed, were, as himfelf tells us, 
written on feveral occafions, to feveral perfons, and at different times : but as, not- 
withftanding this, they had a mutual relation to each other, which made them fall very 
aptly under one common title, he took this method of fending them abroad, that the 
world in general might receive that fatisfaftion, which particular friends had teftified on 
the perulai of them in writing. Thefe were followed by Experiments and Confiderations 
upon Colours, to which was added, a Letter, containing Obfervations upon a Diamond that 
Jhines in the dark (g), a Treatife full of curious and ufeful remarks, on the hitherto unex- 
plained doftrine of light and colours 5 in which he fliews great judgment, accuracy, and 
penetration, and may be faid to have led the way to that mighty genius, who has fince 
fet that important point in the cleared and moft convincing light pofllble. He likewife 
published this year, his Confiderations on the Style of the Holy Scriptures (h)> which was 
extracted from a much larger work, intituled, An Effay on Scripture, that was afterwards 
publifhed by P. P. A. G. F. I. that is, Peter Pett, Attorney-General for Ireland, 
afterwards Sir Peter Pett, a man of great reading, a voluminous writer, but of an un- 
fettled judgment, for whom, on account of his well meaning and upright intention, 
Mr. Boyle had a great regard (/). In 1664, Mr. Boyle was elefted into the company 
of Royal Mines (k), and was all this year taken up in the profecution of various good 
defigns, and more efpecially in promoting the affairs of the corporation for propagating 
the Gofpel in New England, which, in all probability, was the reafon that he did not 
fend abroad this year any treatifes, either of Religion or Philofophy. In 1665, came 
abroad his Occafional Reflections upon feveral Subjects (l) y to which is prefixed, A Difcourfe 
concerning the Nature and life of fuch Kind of Writings, This piece, though now pub- 
lifhed, had been written many years before, when the author was a young man, at times, 
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tomed to command the opinions, and direct the 
manners, of their fcholars. And as to the other 
particular, the large eftate which he required to 
the maintenance of his college, it is evident, that 
it is fo difficult a thing to draw men in to be 
willing to divert an ancient revenue, which has 
long run in another ftream, or to contribute out of 
their own purfes, to the fupporting of any new de- 
fign, while it fhews nothing but promifes and 
hopes, that in fuch cafes, it were (it may be) more 
advjfeable to begin upon a fmall ftock, and fo to rife 
by degrees, than to profefs great things at ftrft, and 
to exact too much benevolence all in one lump to- 
gether. However, it was not the excellent author's 
fault, that he thought better of the age than it did 
deferve. His purpofe in it was like himfelf, full of 
honour and goodnefs: moft of the other particulars 
of his draught the Royal Society is now putting in 

practice. Their purpofe is, in fliort, to make 

faithful records of all the works of nature or art, 
which can come within their reach ; that fo the pre- 
fent age, afld pofterity, may be able to put a mark 
upon the errors which have been ftrengthened by 
long prefcription ; to reftorc the truths that have 
lain neglected ; to pufli on thofe which are already 
known to more various ufes ; and to make the way 
more paflable to what remains unrevealcd. This is 
the compafs of their defign. And to accomplifh 
this, they have endeavoured to fcparate knowledge 
of nature from colours of rhetoric, the devices of 
fancy, or the delightful deceit of fables. They 
have laboured to enlarge it, from being confined to 
the cuftody of a few, or from fervitude to private 
interefts. They have ftriven to preferve it from 
being overpre/Ted by a confufed heap of vain and 
ufelefs particulars, or from being ftreightened, and 
bound too much up, by general doctrines. They 
have tried to put it into a condition of perpetual In- 
creafing, by fettling an inviolable correspondence 
between the hand and the brain. They have flu- 
died to make it not only an enterprize of one fea- 
fon, or of fome lucky opportunity, but a bufinefs 
of time ; a fteady, a lafting, a popular, an unin- 
terrupted work. They have attempted to free it 
from the artifices, and humours, and paiTions of 
fects ; to render it an inftrument whereby mankind 
may obtain a dominion over things, and not only 
over one another's judgments ; and, laftly, they 
have be^un to eflablifh thefe reformations in Philo- 
fophy, not fo much by any folemnity of laws* or 
oftentation of ceremonies, as by folid practice and 
examples ; not by a glorious pomp of words, but 
by the filent, effectual, and unanlvverablc argu* 


-After a very large 


€ ments of real productions/ — 

account of the qualifications of their Members, the 
manner of their enquiry, their weekly affemblies, 
their way of regiftering, and the communication and 
affiftance they have received from perfons of eminence 
both at home and abroad, he proceeds thus (18) : / ^ 0 f t j, e 
< But I make hafte to that which ought to be efteemed Royal Society, 

* the very life and foul of this undertaking, the pro- p. 133. 

* tection and favour of the King and the Royal Fa- 

* mily. When the Society firit addreffed itfelf to his 

* Majefty, he was pleafed to exprefs much fatisfac- 

* tion that this enterprize was begun in his reign. 

* He then reprefented lo them the gravity and diffi- 

* culty of their work, and allured them of all the 
e kind influence of his power and prerogative. Since 

* that, he has frequently committed many things to 

* their fearch ; he has referred many foreign rarities 
' to their infpection ; he has recommended many do- 
1 meftic improvements to their care ; he has demanded 

* the refult of their trials in many appearances of 

* nature ; he has been prefenc, and affifted with his 
c own hands, at the performing of many of their ex- 
' periments, in his garden, his parks, and on the 
1 river. And befides, I will not conceal that he has 
1 fometimes reproved them for the flownefs of their 

* proceedings, at which reproofs they have not fo 
1 much caufe to be afflicted that they are the repre- 

* henfions of a King, as to be comforted that they 

* are the reprehenfions of his love and affection for 

* their progrefs. For a teftimony of which royal be- 

* nignity, and to free them from all hinderances and 
c occafions of delay, he has given them the eftablifh- 

* ment of his letters patents (19).* — By thefe 

letters patents, William Vifcount Brouncker, Chan- 
cellor to the Queen, was appointed the Firft Presi- 
dent ; and the following perfons of the Council, <viz. 
Sir Robert Moray, Knight, one of his Majefty's 
Privy-Council in Scotland ; Robert Boyle, Efq; Wil- 
liam Brereton, Efq; eldeft fon to the Lord Brereton ; 
Sir Kenelme Digby, Knight, Chancellor to the 
Queen-mother; Sir Gilbert Talbot, Knight, Mailer 
of the Jewel-houfe ; Sir Paul Neile, Knight, one of 
the Ufliers of the Privy-Chamber ; Henry Slingmy, 
Efq; one of the Gentlemen of the Privy-Chamber; 
Sir William Petty, Knight ; Timothy Clark, Doctor 
of Phyfic, and one of his Majefty's Phyficians; John 
Wilkins, Doctor of Divinity ; George Ent, Doctor 
of Phyfic ; William Erfkyne, Efq; one of his Ma- 
jefty's Cup-bearers ; Jonathan Goddard, Doctor of 
Phyfic ; William Ball, Efq; Matthew Wren, Efq; 
John Evelyn, Efq; Thomas Henlhaw, Efq; Dudley 
Palmer, of Gray's-Inn, Efq; Abraham Hill, of 
London, Efq; and Henry Oldenbur^h, Efquire. 
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and under circumftances, when few would have written any thing, and none could have 
written better. The attack made upon it, therefore, by a ludicrous writer, may be - 
truly affirmed to be as cruel and unjuft, as it is trivial arid indecent [£]. A fhort time 
after, he publifhed (m) Experiment f and Obfervations relative to an Experimental Hi/lory of 
Cold, with feveral Pieces thereunto annexed. This work of his, as it was juftly admired 
then, fo it has been always in great efteem fince, and may be truly faid to have been the 
firft work publifhed, that gave inquifitive men any real light into the fubjeds which are 
therein examined. His Majefty, King Charles II., had now an opportunity of fhewing 
his own great judgment in men, from his efteem and affecftion towards Mr. Boyle j for 
Dr. John Meredith, Provoft of Eton, dying in Auguft 1665, the King, unafked and 
unfolicited, appointed Mr. Boyle for his fucceflbr (0). This was certainly^ all cif- (.*) Bojle'i 
cumftances confidered, the litteft employment for him in the kingdom : yet, after ma- 
ture deliberation, though contrary to the advice of his friends, he abfollitely declined 
it, becaufe he thought the duties of the employment might interfere with his fludies : 
he was unwilling to quit that courfe of life, which, by experience, he found fo fuitable 
to his temper and conftitution ; and, above all, he was unwilling to enter into Holy 
Orders, which he was perfuaded was necetfary to qualify himfelf for it (0). In this 
year, and in the next, he was pretty much exerciled in looking into an affair that made 
a very great noife in the world, and the decifion of which, from the high reputation he 
had gained, was in a manner univerfally expefted from Mr. Boyle. The cafe was this : 
One (p) Mr. Valentine Greatraks, an Irilh gentleman, perfuaded himfelf that he had a 
peculiar gift of curing difeafes by ftroking, in which, though he certainly fucceeded 
often, yet he fometimes failed ; and this occafioned a great controverfy, in which moft 
of the parties concerned addrefled themfelves to Mr. Boyle, who conducted himfelf 
with fuch prudence, as to get out of this affair without any lofs of credit, which, all 
things confidered, cannot but be efteemed a very high proof of his wifdom [M]. In 
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[L] To be cruel and unjuft, as it is trivia! and inde- 
cent.} The piece mentioned in the text is addrefled 
to Sophronia, under which name he concealed that of 
his beloved filler the Vifcountefs of Ranelagh (20). 
The thoughts themfelves are on a vaft variety of fub- 
jecls, written in the courfe of ten years or more ; 
fome, indeed, upon trivial occafions, but all with 
great accuracy of language, much wit, more learn- 
ing, and with a wonderful ftrain of moral and pious 
reflection. It was this that expofed him to the Angle 
harlh cenfure that ever was pafled upon him, and that 
too from the pen of a very ingenious wit, the late 
Dean Swift (21), who, to ridicule thefe difcourfes, 
wrote A pious Meditation upon a Broomftick, in the Style 
of the Honourable Robert Boyle. This piece is fo 
well known that I need fay no more of it ; but per- 
haps it may afford fome amufement to the reader, to 
be told, that from this very Treat ife of our great au- 
thor, Dr. Swift borrowed the firft hint of his Gulli- 
ver's Travels. The paflage upon which this conjec- 
ture is founded is very fhort, and therefore we will 
infer t it : but it is neceflary to premife, that fome of 
thefe occafional thoughts are written by way of dia- 
logue, and in that upon eating of Oyjlers (22), one of 
the perfons Introduced therein fpeaks thus : £ You 

* put me in mind of a fancy of your friend Mr. Boyle, 

* who was faying, that he had thoughts of making a 

* fhort romantic ftory, where the fcene fhould be laid 

* in fome ifland of the fouthern ocean, governed by 
e fome fuch rational laws and cuftoms as thofe of 

* Utopia or the New Atalantis ; and in this country 

* he would introduce an obferving native, that upon 

* his return home from his travels made in Europe, 

* fhould give an account of our countries and manners 

* under feigned names, and frequently intimate in 
« his relations (or in his anfwers to quefliona that 
f fhould be made him), the reafons of his wondering, 

* to find our cu Horns fo extravagant, and differing 

* from thofe of his own country. For your friend 
4 imagined, that by fuch a way of expofing many of 

* our practices, we fhould ourfelves be brought un- 
4 awares to condemn, or perhaps laugh at them, and 

* fhould at leaft ceafe to wonder, to find other nations 

* think them as extravagant, as we think the man- 
< ners of the Dutch and Spaniards, as they are repre- 

* fented in our travellers books.' 

[M] Cannot but be ejleemed a very high proof of his 
ivifiom . ] As there is nothing mere common, than 
for perfons who take upon them to perform extraordi- 
nary and fupernatural things to lofe their own credit, 
and become ridiculous, inftead of acquiring an ex- 
tenfive and 1 ailing reputation ; fo it has often fallen 
out, that upon the appearance of fuch perfons, and 

Vol, II, 


the noife which fuch kind of pretenfions will always 
make, men of great parts and learning, who have 
either too haflily given their opinion, or have given 
it under the particular bias of fome favourite notion, 
which fuch phenomena feem to confirm, have deeply 
fufFered in their credit likewife, and by a Angle falfe 
flep loft that confideration and regard, which, with 
much labour, and by many fervices rendered to the 
public, they might, with great difficulty, have ac- 
quired (23). This Mr. Valentine Greatraks was an 
Irifh Gentleman of a good family and competent for- 
tune, of a ferious, or rather of a melancholy temper ; 
and at the time of his coming into England, about 
thirty-feven years of age. About three years before 
he had an impulfe on his mind that he could cure the 
King's Evil, which his wife, who was a notable wo- 
man, and from a charitable principle had applied 
herfelf to the ftudy of Surgery and Phyfic, treated as 
a fancy ; but Mr. Greatraks perflfted in it, and upon 
fome trials performed fuch extraordinary things, as hi 
that kingdom made a very great noife. Upon this he 
was cited into the Bifhop's Court at Lifmore ; and not 
having a Licence for praftifing, he was forbidden tc* 
lay hands on any for the future ; which prohibition, 
however, he did not obey. In January 1665-6, the 
Earl of Orrery invited him into England, in hopes he 
might be able to cure the Vifcountefs of Conway; 
who had been for many years afflicted with an inve- 
terate head-ach (24). He repaired for this purpofe 
to her Lord's feat at Ragly in Warwickfhire ; and 
though he failed in his attempt, in refpect to the 
Lady, yet his performances, in thofe parts, were fo 
extraordinary, that Mr. Stubbe, of whom we fhall 
have occafion to fay a great deal in the next note, 
thought fit to write a Treatife upon this fubjeel:, in- 
titled, *The miraculous Conformift : or, an Account of 
feveral marvellous Cures performed by the ftroking of the 
Hands of Mr. Valentine Greataricks ; with a phyjical 
J} if courfe thereupon, in a Letter to the Honourable Ro- 
bert Boyle, Efq; with a Letter relating to fome other 
of hh miraculous Cures attefted by E. Foxcroft, M. A. 
and Feilonv of King's College in Cambridge. The let- 
ter to Mr. Boyle is dated at Stratford upon Avon, 
February 18, 1665-6. Wherein, after giving an 
account of the perfon about whom his Treatife was 
written, and the cures which he had feen him per- 
form, he lays down this pofition, that God had be- 
ftowed upon Mr. Greatraks a peculiar temperament, 
or compofed his body of fome particular ferments, 
the effluvia whereof being introduced fometimes by a 
light, fometimes by a violent friction, fhould reftore 
the temperament of the debilitated parts, reinvigo- 
rate the blood, and diflipate all heterogeneous fer- 
6 M ment. 


(23) Hift.ofthi 
County of Wa- 
terford, p, 365, 


(24) See his 
own Pamphlet 
addrefled to Mr,' 
Boyle, 
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1666, Dr. John Wallis addreffed to Mr. Boyle An Hypothecs about the Flux and Reflux of 
(q) Phiioio- the Sea (q). The famous Phyfician, Dr. Thomas Sydenham, dedicated to him, in the 
^ion^No'xvi fame year, his Method of curing Fevers, grounded upon his own Obfervations (r), a little ( r ) The Latin 
p. 264. ' " piece, written in Latin, and truly worthy of lb great a man. Himfelf likewife pub- xSaft*, 
O) At London, lifted that year, his (s) Hydrojlatical Paradoxes, made out by new Experiments for the moft Me,Mu SCU ' 
^fopubiiftTdin part phyfical and eafy, which he fent abroad at the requeft of the Royal Society, thofe 

propriis Obfet 


erva- 


Latin, 


experiments having been made at their defire about two years before. He alfo pub- ^J'/*^- 
lifhed that year another celebrated treatife of his, intitled, The Origin of Forms and ZY 9 \ v ™i„ r . 
Qualities, according to the Corpufcular Philofophy, illujirated by Experiments *, a treatife ^68. 
which did equal honour to the quicknefs of his wit, the depth of his judgment, and his 
indefatigable pains in fearching after truth. We muft likewife obferve, that both in 
this, and in the former year, he communicated to his friend, Mr. Oldenburgh, feveral 
curious and excellent fhort treatifes of his, upon a great variety of fubjedls, and others 
tranfmitted to him by his learned friends both at home and abroad, which are printed 
and preferved in the Philofophical Tranfadtions of the Royal Society (t). It is very o) See Bo y ic». 
obfervable, that in the warm controverfy raifed in relation to that Society, Mr. Boyle * Ll * e ' p ' & 
efcaped all cenfure ; which is more extraordinary, confidering that Mr. Stubbe, who 
was the great antagonift of the learned Hiftorian of that Society, was one who fet no 
bounds to his rage, and feemed to make it a point, to raife his refentment in proportion 
as there wanted grounds for it. Yet even this choleric and furious writer had fo high 
an efteem for Mr. Boyle, that at the very time he fell upon the Society in a manner fo 
inexcufable, he failed not to write frequently to our author, in order to convince him, 
that how angry 'foever he might be with that body of men, yet he preferved a juft 
ft^cesVAhis relpeft for his great learning and abilities, and a true fenfe of the many favours he had 
in note [n]. conferred upon him (u) [/V]. About this time, our author refolved to fettle himfelf 

for 


(25) See this 
Letter of Mr, 
Bovle's at large, 
in his Life* 
p. 47. 


merits out of the bodies of the difeafed by the eyes, 
nofe, mouth, hands and feet- The reft of his piece 
is fpent in explaining the nature and manner of this 
gentleman's working upon his patients for their cure : 
Mr. Stubbe did not fend, as in decency he ought, his 
manufcript to Mr. Boyle, but a printed book, which 
he received on the eighth of March following in the 
evening. The very next day Mr. Boyle wrote him a 
very long, a very learned, and a very judicious letter 
upon the fubjecl, which was never publifhed, till it 
appeared in his Life prefixed to his works ; and it is 
certainly one of the cleareft teftimonies of his vaft abi- 
lities and extenfive knowledge that is any where ex- 
tant : for it appears from the letter itfelf, that he 
both read Mr. Stubbe's Book in hafte, and wrote 
himfelf in much hurry, being obliged to take horfe 
to go out of town : yet, confxJered in any light, 
this letter will appear a very extraordinary perform- 
ance, as being wonderfully correct in the diction and 
ftyle, remarkably clear in the method and form, 
highly judicious in the obfervations and remarks, and 
full of many pertinent and curious facts cited in fup- 
port of whatever he advanced ; the whole mowing 
fuch an admirable frame of mind, and fuch a temper 
with refpecT; both to the evidence of cures on the one 
hand, and the difficulties attending the inferences 
drawn from thofe accounts on the other, as cannot 
but fill the reader's mind with a very high idea 
of the author's candour and prudence, as well as 
of his deep penetration, and his various and profound 
knowledge (25). A very little after, the reputation 
of Mr. Greatraks was very warmly attacked, as it 
was fuppofed, by Mr. David Lloyd, Reader of the 
Charter-houfe, in a pamphlet intituled, Wonders no 
Miracles : or Mr. Valentine Greatraek'j Gift of Heal- 
ing examined upon Occajion of a faid Effecl of bis 
Jlroking, March the feventh, 1665, at one Mr. Cref- 
fett'j Hoitfe in Charter-houfe-yard, in a Letter to a Re- 
verend Divine living near that Place. This obliged 
Mr. Greatraks to write a vindication of himfelf, 
againft the imputations thrown upon him by this dif- 
courfe, which he accordingly did, under the title of 
A Brief Account of Mr. Valentine Greatraks, and di- 
vers of the f range Cures by him lately performed. 
Written by himfelf in a Letter addreffed to the Ho- 
nourable Robert Boyle, Efq\ W hereunto are annexed, 
the Teftimonials of feveral eminent and worthy Perfons of 
the chief Matters of FaB therein related. This letter 
is dated May the eighth 1666, and at the conclufion 
he intimates his defign, when he had an opportunity, 
to anfwer all the queries which Mr. Boyle had put to 
him, in a paper delivered into his hands, and which 
he was not then at leifure to fatisfy : To this letter 
are fubjoined teftimonials by Mr. Boyle, Dr. Denton, 
Dr. Fairclough, Sir William Smyth, Sir Nathaniel 


Hobart, and many other perfons of diftinclion. He 
returned, not long afterwards, to Ireland, and though 
he lived there many years, yet I do not find that he 
kept up the reputation of performing thofe ftrange 
cures which gained him the title of the Stroker, and 
has procured his name a place even in our general 
hiftories (26). But in this his cafe is very fingular 
and remarkable, that, even on the ftrictefl inquiry, 
no fort of blcmifh was ever thrown upon his charac- 
ter ; nor did any of thofe curious and learned perfons, 
who efpoufed his caufe, draw any imputation upon 
themfelves ; though, at the fame time, it muft be 
allowed, that there were feveral very eminent and 
knowing Virtuofi, who could not be brought to have 
any great opinion of his performances, but were 
rather inclined to attribute all he did to the bare effi- 
cacy of Friction (27). We mail, perhaps, have occa- 
fion, in another place, to examine this affair more 
clofely, as defigning no more, at prefent, than to 
fet this matter in a clear light, fo far as our author 
was concerned therein. 

[N] True fenfe of the many favours he had conferred 
upon him,] It would far exceed the bounds of a note, 
mould we attempt to give any account of this Henry 
Stubbe, who was a frequent and voluminous writer. 
It is fufficienr to obferve, that he was a conftant an- 
tagonift to the famous Mr. Glanville, and a declared 
enemy to the Royal Society (28), which makes it 
wonderful, that he mould preierve any meafures to- 
wards Mr. Boyle ; which, however, he did, at a time 
when he loft all decency, as well as patience, in re- 
gard to others ; as appears very clearly from the fol- 
lowing pafTage, taken from a letter of his to Mr. 
Boyle, dated from Warwick, December 17, 1669, in 
relation to Dr. Sprat's Hiftory of the Royal Society 
(29). ' At the feffion of parliament you will fee a 
1 cenfure upon certain pafTages in the hiftory, with a 

* defence of the cenfure, approved by as eminent 

* Divines as this nation yields, which will convince 

* you, how juftly I fay, that the hiftory fubverts the 

* Proteftant Religion, and Church of England. I 
' never did any thing more unwillingly, than to 
c enter upon Divinity ; though, now, the XXXIX 

* Articles, and Homilies, and the Proteftant Reli- 
4 gion, be the fubjeft I defend againft Popery and 

* Socinianifm. I underftood of the King's difplea- 

* fure at me, and that he faid fome fevere things ; 

* but I was not troubled at it much, being content 

* rather to ferve him, than to flatter him. I did ex- 

* pect to have been imprifoned when I firft undertook 
' it ; and therefore contrived how I might be freed 

* again, never purpofmg to decline the other trouble. 

* But, when I bring the cafe before the Commons, I 

* am fure I (hall here be powerfully abetted, and the 

* Society will have the worfe, and whatever they do 

* before 


(26) See r- 
chard's Hift. of 
England, £>• 127. 


(27) Hift. of 
the County of 
Waterford, 
p. 369. 


(2?) See a large 
account of him 
in Wood's Ath. 
Oxon, Vol. ii« 
col. 5 Co. 663. 
666. 


(29) Seethefe 
Letters in 
Birch's Life of 
Boyle, p. 56— 
59- 
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and digefted in 
their proper or- 
der of time. 
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fy) Printed at 
Oxford, in %vo ; 
and foon after 
tranflated into 
Latin. 


for life in London, and removed for that purpofe to the houfe of his filler, the Lady 
Ranelagh, in Pall-Mall, to the infinite benefit of the learned in general, and particu- 
larly to the advantage of the Rfyyal Society, to whom he gave great and continual 
afliftance (w). He had likewife his fet hours for receiving fuch as came, either to de- 
fire his help, or to communicate to him any new dilcoveries in fcience. Befides which, 
he kept a very extenfive correfpondence with perfons of the greateft figure, and molt 
famous for learning in all parts of Europe (x). In 1669, he publifhed his Continuation £f£ * Boyl^ 
of New Experiments^ touching the Spring and Weight of the Air % to which is added, A Dif- p. 60. 
courfe of the Atmofpheres of Confident Bodies ; and the fame year he revifed, and made 
many additions to, feveral of his former trafts, fome of which were now tranflated into 
Latin, in order to gratify the curious abroad, with whom Mr. Boyle flood in as high 
reputation, as with all the lovers of learning at home. In the fucceeding year, he 
publifhed a book that occafioned much fpeculation, as it feemed to contain a vafl trea- 
sure of new knowledge, that had never been communicated to the world before, and 
this grounded upon aflual experiments and arguments juftly drawn from them, inflead 
of that notional and conjeftural Philofophy, which, in the beginning of this century, 
had been fo much in falhion. The title of this treatife was, Of the Cofmical Qualities of 
Things (y) y and as it is necefiary, in fuch an article as this, to give at leafl one inflance 
of an author's manner of writing, we thought it might not be improper to infift farther 
upon this in the notes [O], About this time, Dr. Peter de Moulin, the fon of the fa- 


mous 


' before will add to my plea then : you will fee, be- 

* fore Twelfth-day, that no inconfiderable perfons 

* will fpeak favourably of my intention, and avow 
tf the bravery and neceflity of the performance. But 

* I determined not to engage them to difcourfe their 

* minds before the book came out.' To this 

letter he adds the following remarkable Poftfcript : 

* I had forgot to fuggeft one thing to the eonfidera- 

* tion of your Society, that, perhaps, it may be ma- 

* nifefted at the Parliament, that the hiftorian, by 

* this book, is chargeable with high-treafon, and 

* that there want not fuch as think, if your Society 

* own it, they incur a Praemunire ; fo that whatever 

* they may imagine to draw upon me (though I may 

* fufter a while) will fall worfe on them, when the 

* world takes notice of the ground of their actings 
€ againft me, and that they do all this, whom I had 

* reprefented in my preface as unconcerned in the 

* conteft.' It is amazing, that fo angry, and fo rafh 
a writer, mould be able to create any confiderable 
oppoJition to fo learned and great a body, embarked 
In fo juft, fo generous, and fo public-fpirited an un- 
dertaking as reafon and good fenfe, then, and as the 
happy fuccefs of their labours, and a long, and un- 
interrupted experience now demonftrate the fcheme 
of the Royal Society to be : Yet the fame writer, in 
another letter to Mr. Boyle, dated June the 4th, 
1670, not without fome foundation of truth, boafts 
of having brought over numbers, and even fome very 
great and confiderable perfons, to his fentiments ; 
and very plainly tells our author, that he was the only 
man to whom he intended to give any quarter. 

* What I believe you could never have apprehended 

* is come to pafs : the body of the nation, and all 

* learned men abet me ; the two Univerfities (efpe- 

* daily that of Cambridge, which was moft inclined 

* to novelty) avow my quarrel ; and they that fa- 

* voured Experimental Philofophy judge thofe Vir- 

* tuofi unfit to profecute it : The Bifhop of Chichefter 

* reads againft them, and intends to hold his lecture 

* a year or two, and that for this reafon, to overthrow 

* the efteem of them. The concurrence to hear him 
4 is fuch as the Univerfity never faw before. The 

* Elect of Bath is as much as any for me, and againft 

* Glanvile. In fum, all men apprehend it is now 

* their intereft to oppofe the Royal Society. I know 
r not what any Phyficians may, as the mode is, tell 

* you to your face ; but except it be fuch as Dr. Sy- 

* denham and young Cox, I believe not one lives, 

* that doth not condemn your Experimental Philo- 

* fophy ; and either the College, or Sir Alexander 
< Frafer, and the principal of them, intend me a let- 

* ter of thanks for what I have done, with the liberty 

* to print it ; and perhaps others will follow the pre- 

* cedent : and how confiftent thefe things are with 

* the repute of the Society you adhere unto, judge 
« you. — The Bifhop of London hath licenfed that 

* againft Sprat once more, and approved the preface 

* and dedication to both univerfities ; wherein the 

* paffages are more fevere than any yet publifhed — 
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* being refolved to keep the controverfy hot till the 

* Royal Society fubmit to the terms I propofe, and 
' then they had as good diflblve. I acquaint you 
' with thefe things, that you may confult your own 
1 eafe, and let thefe comediants ftand or fall alone ; 

* and then whatever reply, I mall, at the requeft of 
' the Phyficians at London, make to you, mail be 
' as amicable as it is pofhble : and, if it pleafe 
' God to continue us a nation, perhaps, you mall 
' fee a nobler project for the advancement of ufeful 
€ knowledge, in reference to Phyfic, than ever your 

* Society was capable of, and which fhall add glory 
' to our Faculty. It was, indeed, the Popilh intereft 

* to deprefs the Phyficians, that fo there might be 

* nothing* of learning in the nation to opprefs them. 

* Civil Law is gone ; the number of learned Divines 

* is final 1 ; and your Royal Society hath deftroyed 

* the fucceflion. But there remains enough to retort 

* the fhame upon the authors, and cover you all with 
' ignominy. I have no more to add, but that I fhall 
' never quit that refpect which becomes 

* Your moft humble Servant, 

■ HENRY STUBBED 

[0] To tnjtft farther upon this in the notes.] The 
ends propofed by Mr. Boyle, in the publication of all 
his writings, were fuch as equally demon fixated the 
uprightnefs of his heart, the foundnefs of his head, 
and the difrufive beneficence of his nature. The trea- 
tife before us was compofed of feveral fhort difcourfes, 
moft of which bore fome relation to other tracts the 
author had under his hand, which were not, at that 
time, in a condition to fee the light. But he very 
juftly confidered, that if he delayed publilhing any 
till all the tracts he had written, or intended, were 
fit to come abroad, the world might be deprived of 
many excellent difcoveries, at a time when an un- 
ufual fpirit of improvement prevailed. He, there- 
fore, chole to fend fuch of them abroad, from time 
to time, as were in the beft order; and gave thereby 
a noble proof of his preferring the fervice of man- 
kind to his own reputation. The firft tract in this 
collection is, An Introduction to the Hi/lory of particular 
Qualities ; then follow his Difcourfes of the Syftematical 
or Cofmical Qualities of Things, Cofmical Suspicions, the 
Temperature of the fubterraneal Region, the Temperature 
of the fub marine Region, and of the Bottom of the Sea. 
The introduction to theHiftory of particular Qualities 
is prefatory to the reft ; and herein the author 
mows, that his doctrine is not like that of the ancient 
philofophers, made up of founding and unmeaning 
words, or limple conjectures impofed in a dogmatic 
ftyle, but a plain and practical expofition of the difco- 
veries, which, with much labour, and no lefs pene- 
tration, he had made by following nature and confi- 
dering her operations. In the tract concerning the 
cofmical qualities of things, he fhews, 1 . That they 
depend partly upon the influence of external agen ts, 
as well as the primary affections of matter ; fo that 
there are many bodies, which, in feveral cafes, act 

not 
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(a) See his 

own Account of 
this matter in 
his letter to John 
Mallet, Elq; in 
Birch's Life of 
Boyle, p. 61. 
(d) Printed at 
London, in %fo \ 
and foon after 
tranllated into 
Litin, by v\hich 
it became gene- 
rally known and 
eftcemed abroad. 


(g) The title of 
this book ran 
thus, Hijloria 
Natura vari'is 
Experiment 11 & 
Ratiocinih clu- 
c'tdata, ftcundum 
Prlncipia Stabi- 
lira, in Infiitu- 
t'tone Pbilofopbia 
edita ah eodem 
Author e f Lond, 
1672, $vo. 


(k ) Printed at 
London, in Zvo. 
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mom French Divine of the fame name, who had travelled with Mr. Boyle's nephews, 
dedicated to him his Collcftion of Latin Poems (z). But in the midft of his ftudies, 
and other ufeful employments, he was attacked by a fevere paralytic diflemper, of 
which, though not without great difficulty, he got the better, by adhering ftnftly to a 
proper regimen (a). In 1671, he publiflied Confider aliens on the Ufefulnefs of Expert- 
mental and Natural Philofophy, the fecond Part (b), as alfo, A Collection of Trails (c) upon 
feveral ufeful and important Points of Practical Philofophy, both which works were received 
as new and valuable gifts to the learned world. In 1672, came abroad his Effay about 
the Origin and Virtue of Gems (d), in which, according to his ufual cuftom, he treated an 
old and beaten fubjeft in a very new and ufeful manner; fo that it may be truly laid, 
that he not only threw an additional light upon a very dark and difficult fubjeft, but 
alfo pointed out the only certain method of acquiring a perfeft knowledge of the nature 
and virtues (if any fuch there be) of all kinds of precious ftones. He publiihed alfo, 
the fame year, another Collection of Trails, touching the Relation between Flame and Air (<?), 
and feveral other ufeful and curious fubjecls, befides furnifhing in this, and in the for- 
mer year, a great number of fhort Diflertations upon a vaft variety of topics, addrefled 
to the Royal Society, and inferted in their TranJaClions. In the year 1673, he fent 
abroad his Effays on the firange Subtilty, great Efficacy, and determinate Nature of Effluvia, 
to which were added, Variety of Experiments on other Subjeds (fj. The fame year, An- 
thony Le Grand dedicated to him his Hiflory of Nature (g), which he publiihed in La- 
tin, and in this dedication the author gives a large account of the great reputation which 
Mr. Boyle had acquired in foreign parts. In 1674, Mr. Boyle publiihed A Collection of 
Trails on the Saltnefs of the Sea, the Moifiure of the Air, the natural and preternatural State 
of Bodies, to which he prefixed, A Dialogue concerning Cold(h). In the fame year, he 
fent abroad a piece that had been written near ten years before, intitled, The Excellency 
of Theology compared with the Natural Philofophy, in an Epiflolary Difcourfe to a Friend (i). 
This treatife, in which are contained a multitude of curious and ufeful, as well as juft 
and natural, obfervations, was written in the time of the great plague, when the author 
was forced to go from place to place in the country, and had little or no opportunity of 
confulting his books. He alfo communicated to the world, the fame year, another 
Collection of Trails, comprehending fome Sufpicions about bidden Qualities of the Air, Animad- 
verftons upon Mr. Hobbes's Problem about a Vacuum, A Difcourfe of the Caufe of Attraction by 
SuClion (I), in which feveral pieces, as there are many new difcoveries made, fo feveral 
old errors, and groundlefs notions, are refuted and exploded. In 1675, he printed 
Some Confiderations about the Reconcilablenefs of Reafon and Religion, by T. E. a Layman, to 
which was annexed, a Difcourfe about the Pojfibility of the RefurreClion, by Mr. Boyle (/). 


(») The title 
of this book 
was Petri Mq- 
linai P.F. 
n a'p E P r A 
Potmatutn libdli 
rr«,Cant. 1670, 

%%Q t 

(b) Printed at 
London, in 410 ; 
reprinted, but 
with the old 
title., in 1739. 

(c) Printed at 
London, in 4/0. 


(e) Punted at 
London* in %w, 


(f) Printed at 
London, in 8wj 
and tranllated 
into Latin. 


(b) Printed at 
London, in 8wp« 

(i) Printed at 
London, in 81/0 J 
and afterwards 
tranflated into 
Latin, 


not, unlefs acted upon ; and fome of them aft either 
folely, or chiefly, as they are acled on by general and 
unregarded agents. 2. That there are certain fubtile 
bodies in the world, which are ready to infinuate 
themfelves into the pores of any body difpofed to ad- 
mit their a£lion, or by fome other way to effect it, 
efpecially if they have the concurrence of other unob- 
ferved caufes, and the eftablifhed laws of the univerfe. 
3. That a body, by a mechanical change of the tex- 
ture, may acquire or lofe a fitnefs to be wrought upon 
by unheeded agents, and alfo to diverfify their ope- 
ration on it, by a variation of its texture. He pro- 
pofes next the following cofmical fufpicions. 1. That 
befides thofe more numerous and uniform forts of mi- 
nute corpufcles, which are by fome of the modern 
philofophers thought to compofe the aether, there 
may poflibly be fome other kind of corpufcles fitted 
to produce confiderable effects when they find bodies 
to be wrought on by them. 2. That feveral perfons 
have difcovered peflilential ftreams in the air, before 
they acled as fuch upon other bodies. 3. That con- 
fiderable, though flow, changes in the internal parts 
of the earth, may occafion a variation of the mari- 
ner's needle. 4. That the ebbing and flowing of 
the fea, and fuch like phenomena, are occafion ed by 
fome cofmical law of nature ; or that the planetary 
vortex may be not a little concerned in producing 
fuch efTeds. 5. That all endemical and epidemical 
diftempers principally depend upon the influence of 
thofe globes which move about us, and the terreftrial 
effluvia of our own globe. 6. That thofe which are 
thought the grand rules by which things corporeal are 
tranfacted, and which fuppofe the conftancy of the 
prefent fabric of the world, and a regular courfe of 
things, are not altogether fo uniformly complied 
with, as we prefume at leaft as to the lines according 
to which the great mundane bodies move, and the 
boundaries of their motions. 7. That on the other 
hand, we may, perhaps, take fuch things for exor- 
bitances, and deviation from the fettled courfe of na- 
ture, as, if long and attentively obferved, will be a 
periodical phxnomena of very long intervals ; but 
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becaufe men have not fufflcient fkill and curiofity to 
obferve them, nor a life long enough to be able to> 
take notice of a competent number of them, they rea- 
dily conclude them to be but accidental extravagances, 
which fpring not from any fettled and durable caufes. 
In the difcourfes concerning the temperature of the 
fubterraneal and fubmarine regions, he obferves, that 
there are different regions below the earth ; that the 
firft region of the earth is very variable, both as to 
bounds and temperature ; that the fecond feems to be 
generally cold, in comparifon of the other two ; that 
in feveral places, which, by reafon of their diftance 
from the furface of the earth, might be referred to 
the middle region of it, the temperature of the air is 
very different at the fame feafons of different years ; 
that the third region of the earth has been obferved to 
be conftantly and fenfibly, but not uniformly, warm, 
being in fome places considerably hot ; that there are 
two different regions below the furface of the fea, the 
one extended from the fuperficies of the water as far 
downward, as the man i reft operation of the fun- 
beams or other caufes penetrates ; and the other from 
thence to the bottom, fo that the upper region mull 
vary as to its extent, according to the difference of 
the climate, and the heat of the fun, or the nature of 
the foils about the fhore, but that the lower region is 
generally cold : he farther tells us, that the bottom 
of the fea is very rough and unequal ; that the water 
gravitates confiderably upon bodies immerfed in it ; 
and that the bottom of the fea is not difturbed with 
ftorms, but that the water ftagnates. We may, from 
this inftance, fully difcern the ufefulnefs and preci- 
fion, as well as the curiofity and novelty, of Mr. 
Boyle^s writings : whence we may eafily difcern, how 
much they contributed, not only to the improvement 
of learning, and advancement of knowledge, by their 
contents, but by their example alfo; fmce the juft 
fame that he acquired by his fagaeious difcoveries, 
and the freedom and candour with which he divulged 
them, induced many^ others to follow his fteps, to the 
inexpreffible benefiVof fuch at are Itudious of true 
Philofophy. 

The 


BOYLE (Robert). 

The reader will obferve, that the former, as Well as the latter, was of his Writing, only 
he thought fit to mark that with the final letters of his name ; and though the firft of 
thefe Dilcourles promifes a fecond part, that, however, was not publiflied. Amongft 
other pieces that he this year communicated to the Royal Society, there were two pa- 
pers connected into one difcourfe, that deferve particular notice : the former was inti- 
tled, An Experimental Difcourfe of $uickfilver growing hot with Gold (m) ; the other related 
to the fame fubjeili both of them containing difeoveries Worthy of lb great a man, and fails 
that only on his credit could be believed [/>]. In 1676, Mr. Boyle publifhed his Expe- 
riments 
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[P] FaSIs that only on his credit could be believed.] 
KM who are, in the leait, acquainted with the writ- 
ings cf thole who ftile themfelves Hermetic Philofo- 
phers, or, as they are commonly called, Ajchemifls, 
cannot be ignorant of the diftindion they make between 
Common and Philosophic Mercury ; or that many of 
them, amongft other qualities which they aflign to 
their nobler kind of mercury, infill that this is one, 
vi& It will not only mix with, but upon being inter- 
mixed, will grow hot with gold. This fuch writers, 
as have endeavoured to overthrow the principles of 
the Alchemilts, have abfolutely denied ; and it has 
tven been given up by fome of the modern writers 
upon that fcience themfelves (30). But our noble 
author, who had a zeal for nothing but truth, and no 
averfion to any notions or principles whatever, that 
were not inconfiftent therewith, thought it became 
him to acquaint the Royal Society with fome difco- 
vcries he ha3 made upon this fubjefl many years be- 
fore ; and therefore communicated to their Secretary 
fome papers he had drawn up on this head, in which, 
befides his own excellent oblervations, are contained 
certain experiments that clearly determine the point, 
and put it beyond difpute, that there are various 
kinds of mercury, which may be fo prepared as to 
Jnix, and to become hot with gold ; that is, by the 
aftion of the particles of theft two metals themfelves 
upon each other, without the affiltance of any other 
ingredient or of fire. But let us hear what himfelf 
fays on that fubjeft (31) : * Some years after I was 
4 in pofleffion of this mercury, T found, in fome of 

* their books that Chymilts call Philofophers, fome 

* dark parages, whence I then guc/Ted their know- 

* ledge of it, or of fome other very like it; and in 
' one of them I found, though not all in the very 

* fame place, an allegorical defcription of it, the 

* greateft part of which was not very dimcult for me 

* to underftand ; but not finding there any notice 

* taken of the property of this mercury to grow hot 

* with gold, I was induced to fufpeft, that either 

* they hud not the knowledge of it, or judged it un- 

* fit to be fpoken of. But you will, I fuppofe, ex- 

* peel from me rather narratives than conjectures. 

* And, indeed, it is but reafonable, that having but 

* mentioned to you a phenomenon, whofe credibility 

* is by many denied, I fliould take notice of fome 

* circumllances fit to bring credit to it ; and I fhall 

* the lefs grudge the pains of fetting down feveral 

* particular phenomena, becaufe I prcfume you 
f have not met with them ; and becaufe alfo it may 

* gratify fome of your chymical friends, who may 

* have, or difcover, fome noble mercury, by helping 
1 them to examine it, and to try whether it rc fumbles 

* ours. 

€ That I might not then be impofed on by others, 

* I feveral times made trial of our mercury, when I 

* was all alone. For when no body was by me, nor 

* probably dreamed of what I was doing; I took to 

* one part of the mercury, fometimes half the weight, 

* and fometimes an equal weight of refined gold, re- 

* duced to a calx or fubtile powder. This 1 put into 
1 the palm of my left hand, and putting the mercury 
c upon it, flirred it, and preffed it a little with the 

* finger of my right hand, by which the two ingredi- 

* ents were eafily mingled, and grew not only fen- 

* fibly, but coniiderably hot, and that fo nimbly, 
' that the incalefcence did fometimes come to its 

* height in about a minute of an hour, by a minute 

* clock. I found the experiment fuccced whether I 

* took altogether or but half as much gold as mer- 

* cury, but the effecl ieemcd to be much greater when 

* they were employed in equal weight ; and to cbvi- 

* ace a fufpicion, which, though improbable, might 

* poiTibly arifc, as if the immediate con tad of the 

* ingredients and the (kin produced a fenfe of heat, 
4 v. Inch vvas not due to she aition ^f the metals upon 
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* one another : I had the curiofity to keep the mix- 

* ture in a paper, and found not its interpofition to 
4 hinder me from feeling the incalefcence, though it 

* much abated the degree of my fenfe of it. 

* I tried alfo the fame mercury with refined filver 
4 reduced to a very fine powder, but J could not per- 
1 ceive any heat or warmth at all, though I am apt 

* to think, that if I had had a furHcient quantity of 

* leaf- filver. to have made the experiment with, I 

* mould, after fome time, have produced an incale- 
4 fee nee, though much inferior to what the fame quan- 
c tity of mercury would produce with gold, but this 

* is only upon the bye. I fhall now add, that to the 

* end I might not be thought to impofe upon myfelf, 

* I did not make trial in my own hand, when it was 

* in different temper as to heat and cold, but I did it 

* in the hands of others, who were not a little fur- 

* prifed and plea fed at the event. And this I did 

* more than once or twice, by which means I had, 

* and ftill have, divers witncfTes of the truth of the 
1 experiment, whereof fome are noted perfons, and 
1 efpecially him to whom I laft fhewed it, which 

* you will eafily believe, when I tell you it is 

* the learned Secretary of the Royal Society ; to whom 

* having given the ingredients, I defired him to 

* make the experiment in and with his own hands, 
4 in which it proved fuccefsful, within foinewhat lefs 

* than a minute of an hour.' (T ic fame experiment 
was afterwards tried by the Lord V ifcount Brouncker* 
Prefident of the Royal Society.) * And that which 

* makes this incalefcence the more confiderable is, 

* that being willing to hufband my mercury, a great 
4 part of which had been, as I guefled, ftolen from 

* me before I employed it ; I made thefe trials but 

* with a drachm at a time, which fcarce amounts, in 

* quantity, to the bignefs of half a middle fized bean } 
4 whereas, if I could have made the experiment with 

* a fpoonful or two of quick -filver, and a due propor* 

* tion of gold, it is probable the heat would have 

* been intenfe enough, not only to burn one's hand, 
tf but perchance to crack a gLafs-vial ; fince I have 

* fometimes had of this mercury fo fubtile, that 

* when I employed but a drachm at a time, the 

* heat made me willing to put it haftily out of my 
« hand.' 

f Thefe things being matters of fadl, I fcruple not 

* to deliver them ; but I would much fcruple to de- 
4 termine thence, whether thefe that are mercurii cor* 
4 forum y and were made, as Chemifts prefume, by 

* extraction only from metals and minerals, will each 

* of them grow hot with gold, as, if I much mif* 

* take not, I found antimonial mercury to do. And 
4 much lefs would I affirm, that every metalline mer- 

* cury (though never fo difpofed to incalefcence), or 
4 even that of filver or gold itfelf, is the fame with 

* that which the Chryfopscan writers mean by their 

* Philofophic mercury, or is near fo noble as this. 

* Nay, I- would not fo much as affirm, that every 
4 mercury obtained by extraction, even from the per- 

* feci metals themfelves, muft needs be more noble 
4 and fit (as Alchemifts fpeak) for the Philofophic 
4 work, th in that which may with fkill and pains be 
4 at length obtained from common mercury, fkUfully 
4 freed from its rccrementitious and heterogeneous 
4 parts, and richly impregnated with the fubtile and 
4 aclive ones of congruous metals or minerals. 
4 Thefe, and the like points, I ihoald, as I was fay- 
1 ing, much fcruple at offering to determine in this 
4 place, where what I dengned to deliver was hifto- 
4 rical, though I have not thought it impertinent to 
4 glance at the points lately mentioned, becaufe thofe 
4 glances may intimate things conducive to the bet* 
4 ter under/landing of what I have faid, and have to 

* fay, in this paper.' 

. It is very evident, from what we have cited, that 
our author had no fort of prejudices or prepoffeflions 
6 N whatever. 
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riments and Notes about the Mechanical Origin of particular Qualities (n), by ieveral Dif- 
courfes on a great variety of fubje&s ; and, amongft the reft, he treats very largely, 
and, according to his wonted method, very accurately, of Electricity . He had been for 
many years a Direftor of the Eaft-India Company, and very ufeful in this capacity to that 
great body, more efpecially in procuring their charter ; and the only return he expe&ed 
for his labour in this refpeft, was, the engaging the Company to come to fome refolution 
in favour of the propagation of the Gofpel, by means of their flourifhing factories in 
that part of the world; and, as a proof of his own inclination to contribute, as far as 
in him lay, for that purpofe, he caufed five hundred copies of the Gofpels and Afts of 
the Apoftles, in the Malayan tongue, to be printed at Oxford, and fent abroad at his 
own expence, as appears from the Dedication prefixed by his friend Dr. Thomas Hyde 
to that tranflation, which was publilhed under his diredlion (p). There came abroad, 
the fame year, a Mifcellaneous Collection of his Works in Latin, printed at Geneva, 
but without his knowledge, of which there is a large account given in the Philofophical 
Tranfadlions (q). In 1678, he communicated to Mr. Hooke, afterwards Dr. Hooke, 
the fhort Memorial of ibme Obfervations made upon an artificial Sub/lance that Jhines 
without any preceding Illujlration (r), which that gentleman thought fit to make public. 
He published, in the fame year, his Hiftorical Account of a Degradation of Gold y made by 
an Anti-Elixir (j). This made a very great noife both at home and abroad, and is 
looked upon as one of the mofl remarkable pieces that ever fell from his pen ; the fa<5ts 
contained in which would have been efteemed incredible, if they had fallen from the 
pen of any other [i^J. In the year 1680, he fent into the world the following tracts, 
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whatever. He very well knew, under what fufpi- 
cions all the Alchemiftal writers lay, and nobody was 
a better judge than himfelf how far they deferved it : 
but this did not hinder him from reading, examining, 
and making ufe of their writings, or from publifhing 
to the world the truths that he found in them, a- 
mongft which there was fcarcely any of greater fame 
or importance, than this fingular difcovery. To be 
convinced of this, the reader need only be told, that 
as foon as the Tranfadlions of the Royal Society, in 
which thefe papers were contained, became public, 
the judicious Sir Ifaac, then only Mr. Newton, 
thought fit to write a letter to Mr. Oidenburgh, Se- 
cretary to the Royal Society, thereupon, in which, 
after taking fome pains to mew, that very poflibly 
this particular kind of mercury might aft other wife 
upon gold than by the fubtility of its parts, he mows 
a great concern left the fecret of making it mould be 
divulged ; and the reafons he gives for this are of 
fuch a nature, that the curious reader will think him- 
felf obliged to me for tranfcribing them (32). ' But 

* yet, fays he, becaufe the way by which mercury 

* may be fo impregnated has been thought fit to be 
c concealed by others that have known it, and there- 

* fore may poftibly be an inlet to fomething more no- 

* ble, not to be communicated without immenfe da- 

* mage to the world, if there mould be any verity in 

* the Hermetic writers ; therefore I quefHon not, but 

* that the great wifdom of the noble author will fway 
' him to high filence, till he mail be refolved of what 

* confequence the thing may be, either by his own 

* experience, or the judgment of fome other that 

* thoroughly underilands what he fpeaks about, that 

* is, of a true Hermetic Philofopher, whofe judg- 

* ment (if there be any fuch) would be more to be 

* regarded in this point, than that of all the world be- 

* fide to the contrary, there being other things befides 

* the tranfmutations of metals (if thofe great pre- 

* tenders brag not), which none but they underftand. 

* Sir, becaufe the author defires the fenfe of others 
4 in this point, I have been fo free as to moot my 

* bolt, but pray keep this letter private to yourfelf, 

[k£J Would have been efteemed incredible, if they had 
fallen from the pen of any other,'] This difcourfe, like 
the Sceptical Chymift, and many other of our author's 
works, is penned in the way of dialogue ; and the 
narrative is delivered by Pyrophi/us, who, in difcour- 
fing with a learned Society, informs them, that he had 
met with fuch an Anti-Elixir by accident : for that 
vifiting a great Virtuofo, he there met with a ftranger 
who had been a great traveller, and upon afking him, 
whether, in any of the Eaftern countries he had vifited, 
he met with Chymifb, he anfwered that he had, and 
that, though lefs numerous in thofe countries, they 
were not at all lefs learned than in Europe. This 
produced a long con verfation, and, as is ufual among 
Sages, a very clofe intimacy between them ; inlbmuch 
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that at his departure from England, which happened 
not long after, the ftranger gave Pyrophilus a little 
piece of paper folded up, which, he faid, contained 
all that he had left of a rarity he had received from 
an Eaftern Virtuofo, which, he intimated, did give 
him occafion both to remember the donor, and to ex- 
ercife his thoughts in uncommon fpeculations. Be- 
fore he made any experiment, he refolved to take a 
witnefs or two, and made choice of an experienced 
Do&or of Phyfic, well fkilled in feparating and cop- 
pelling of metals, for his affiftant, to whom he did 
not reveal all that he expected from this trial ; but 
told him, that he had received a powder from a fo- 
reign Virtuofo, which, he was told, had a power of 
rendering brittle the moft flexible and malleable 
of metals, gold itfelf. But as we are now come to 
the experiment, we muft (for the fake of certainty) 
make ufe of our author's own expreflions, who, in 
the perfon of 'Pyrophilus , proceeds in thefe words (33). (33) Boyle's 

* Having thus prepared him not to look for all that I Works » VoI « 
4 myfelf expected ; I cautioufly opened the paper I IV# p * l6 ' 

1 lately mentioned, but was both furprifed and 

* troubled (as he alfo was) to find in it fo very little 

* powder, that inftead of two different trials, that I 
1 defigned to make with it, there feemed very fmall 
4 hope left that it would ferve for one (and that but 

* an imperfect one neither). For there was fo very 

* little powder, that we could fcarce fee the colour of 
1 it (fave, that as far as I could judge, it was of a 
1 darkifh red) ; and we thought it not only danger- 
s ous, but ufelefs, to attempt to weigh it, in regard 

* we might eafily lofe it, by putting it into and^out 
4 of the balance; and the weights we had were not 

* fmall enough for fo defpicable a quantity of matter, 
1 which, in words, I eftimated at an eighth part of a 

* grain ; but my affiftant (whofe conjecture, I con- 

* fefs, my thoughts inclined to prefer) would allow 

* it to be, at the moft, but a tenth part of a grain ; 
1 wherefore, feeing the utmoft we could reafonably 

* hope to do, with fo very little powder, was to make 
' one trial with it; we weighed out, in different ba- 
1 lances, two drams of gold, that had been formerly 

* Englifti coin ; and that I caufed, by one that I 
4 ufually employ, to be cuppelled with a fufficient 

* quantity of lead, and quarted, as they fyeak, with 
4 refined fiber, and purged aquafortis, to be fure of 

* the goodnefs of the gold. Thefe two drams I put 
■ into a new crucible, firft carefully nealed, and hav- 
' ing brought them to fufion, by the mere a&ion of 
4 the fire, without the hejp of borax, or any other 

* additament (which courfe, though fomewhat more 
; laborious than the moft ufual, we took to obviate 
s fcruples), I put into the well melted metal, with 
I m y own hand, the little parcel of powder lately 

mentioned, and continuing the veflel in the fire for 
above a quarter of an hour, that the powder might 

4 have time to difFufe itfelf every way into the metal ; 

T we poured out the well melted gold into another 

* crucibK 
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*A "the Aerial Noffiluca, and a Procefs of a factious felf-Jbining Subfiance (/) J befides 
which, he publifhed alfo fome fmall Difcourfes upon different fubjefts. It was upon onaon ' in 
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crucible, that I had brought with me, and that had 
been gradually heated before to prevent cracking. 
But, though, from the firft fufion of the metal, to 
the pouring out, it had turned in the crucible like 
ordinary gold, fave that once my afliftant told me, 
he faw, that for two or three moments it looked 
almoft like an opal ; yet I was fomewhat furprifed 
to find, when the matter was grown cold, that 
though it appeared upon the balance, that we had 
not loft any thing of the weight we put in, yet in- 
ftead of fine gold, we had a lump of metal of a 
dirty colour, and as it were overcaft with a thin 
coat, almoft like half vitrified litharge, and fome- 
what to increafe the wonder, we perceived that 
there ftuck to one fide of the crucible, a little 
globule of metal, that looked not at all yellowifh, 
but like coarfe filver, and the bottom of the cru- 
cible was overlaid with a vitrified fubftance ; where- 
of one part was of a tranfparent yellow, and the 
other of a deep brown inclining to red ; and in this 
vitrified fubftauce I could plainly perceive flicking, 
at leaft, five or fix little globules that looked more 
like impure filver, than pure gold. In fliort, this 
ftuff looked fo little like refined, or fo much as or- 
dinary gold, that though my friend did much more 
than I marvel at this change, yet, I confers, I was 
furprifed at it myfelf. For though, in fome parti- 
culars, it anfwered what I looked for, yet in others 
it was very different from that which the donor of 
the powder had, as I thought, given me ground to 
expect. Whether the caufe of my disappointment 
were, that (as I formerly intimated) this Vir- 
tuofo's hafte, or defign, made him leave me in the 
dark ; or whether it were that finding myfelf in 
want of fufHcient directions, I Happily pitched 
upon fuch a proportion of materials, and way of 
operating, as were proper to make a new difcovery, 
which the excellent giver of the powder had not 
defigned, or perhaps thought of. Having rub- 
bed it upon a good touchftone, whereon we had, 
likewife, rubbed a piece of coined filver, and a 
piece of coined gold, we manifeftly found, that the 
mark left upon the ftone, by our mafs, between 
marks of the two other metals, was notoriously more 
like the touch of the filver, than that of the gold ; 
next having knocked our little lump with a ham- 
mer, it was according to my prediction found brit- 
tle, and flew into feyeral pieces. Thirdly (which 
is more), even the infides of thofe pieces looked of 
a bafe, dirty colour, like that of brafs, or worfe, 
for the fragments had a far greater refemblance 
to bell-metal, than either to gold or filver. To 
which we added this fourth, and more confiderable 
examen, that having carefully weighed out one 
dram of our fluff (referving the reft for trials to be 
fuggefted by fecond thoughts) and put it upon an 
excellent new, and well nealed coppel, with about 
half a dozen times its weight of lead ; we found 
fomewhat to our wonder, that though it turned 
very well like good gold, yet it continued in the 
fire above an hour and a half (which was twice as 
long as we expected), and yet, almoft to the very 
laft, the fumes copioufly afcended, which fufficient- 
ly argued the operation to have been well carried 
on ; and when at laft it was quite ended, we found 
the coppel very fmooth and entire, but tinged with 
a fine purplim red (which did fomewhat furprife 
us) ; and befides the refined gold, there lay upon 
the cavity of the coppel fome dark coloured recre- 
ments, which we concluded to have proceeded from 
the deteriorated metal, not from the lead, But 
when we came to put out our gold again into the ba- 
lance, we found it to weigh only about fifty-three 
grains, and confequently to have loft feven, which, 
yet, we found to be fully made up by that little 
quantity of recrements that I have lately mentioned, 
whofe weight, and fixity, compared with their un- 
promifmg colour, did not a little puzzle us, efpe- 
cially becaufe we had not enough either of them, or 
of leifure, to examine their nature. To all which 
circumftances I fhall fubjoin this, that to prevent 
any fcruples that might arife touching the gold we 
employed ; I caufed a dram and a half, that had 
been purpofely referved out of the fame portion, 


with that which had been debafed ; I caufed this (I 
fay) to be, in my afliftant's prefence, melted by it- 
felf, and found it, as I doubted not but I fhould 

do, fine and well coloured gold.- 1 fhall alfo 

inform you, that having provided myfelf of all the 
requifites to make Hydroftatical trials (to which, 
perhaps, I am not altogether a ftranger) ; I carefully 
weighed, in water, the ill-looked mafs (before it 
was divided for the coppelling of the abovemen- 
tioned dram), and found, to the great confirmation 
of my former wonder and conjectures, that inftead of 
weighing about nineteen times as much, as a bulk of 
water equal to it, its proportion to that liquor was 
but that of fifteen, and about two thirds to one, fo 
that its fpecific gravity was lefs by about one third, 
than it would if it had been pure gold.— Without 
launching into different fpeculations, or making 
ufe of difputable hypothefes, it feems evident 
enough, from the matter of fact, faithfully laid be- 
fore you, that an operation very near, if not alto- 
gether as ftrange, as that which is called projection,- 
and in the diincukeil points much of the lame na- 
ture with it, may fafely be admitted. For our ex- 
periment plainly mews, that gold, though confeff- 
edly the moil homogeneous, and the leaft mutable 
of metals, may be in a very fhort time (perhaps 
not amounting to many minutes) exceedingly 
changed both as to malleablenefs, colour, homo- 
geneity, and, which is more, fpecific gravity ; and 
all this by fo very inconfiderable a portion of inject- 
ed powder, that fince the geld that was wrought 
on, weighed two of our Engiifh drams, and confe- 
quently an hundred and twenty grains, an eafy com- 
putation will afllire us, that the medicine did thus 
powerfully act, according to my eftimate (which 
was the modefteft) upon near a thoufand times (for 
it was above nine hundred and fifty) its weight of 
gold, and according to my afliftant's eftimate did 
(as they fpeak) go near upon twelve hundred ; fo 
that if it were fit to apply to this anti-elixir (as I 
formerly ventured to call it) what is faid of the 
true elixir by divers of the chemical philofophers, 
who will have the virtue of their ftone increafed in 
fuch a proportion, as that, at firft, it will tranf- 
mute but ten times its weight, after the next rota- 
tion an hundred times, and after the next to that, 
a thoufand; our powder may, in their language, 
be ftyled a medicine of the third order.' — He con- 
cludes thus : ' I prefume, that it will not be the lefs 
liked, if I add, that I will allow the company to 
believe, that as extraordinary as I perceive moft of 
you think the phenomena of the lately recited ex- 
periment ; yet, I have not (becaufe I muft not do 
it) as yet acquainted you with the ftrangeft effect of 
our admirable powder.' 

We have been the more careful in ftating the whole 
detail of matters of fact, in Mr. Boyle's own words, 
becaufe, notwithstanding this is ftyled an anti-elixir, 
and the operation i'tfelf a degradation of gold ; yet 
fome of the ftudents in Hermetic Philofophy have 
conjectured, from a variety of pafTages in this narra- 
tion, all of which have been retained in this note, 
that this was, in reality, the true elixir, and that the 
powder employed in the experiment might poffibly be 
recovered with fome addition, as well as part of the 
gold. This, they imagine, is hinted at in the very 
laft words relating to the concealed wonders of this 
extraordinary powder, which they interpret in their 
own favour; and if, after this hint, the reader will 
perufe the whole over again, or take - the trouble of 
recurring to the difcourfe at large, as it ftands in the 
collection of our honourable author's works, he will 
be the better able to judge, how far this conjecture is 
or is not founded. It may not be improper to add, 
that as Mr. Boyle in many places intimates, that he 
did not abfolutely difbelieve the poffibility of tranf- 
mutation, he muft have had fome very ftrong reafons 
to incline his opinion that way; and it is not eafy to 
afiign a flronger than this, if the conjecture, before- 
mentioned, has any foundation in truth. But whe- 
ther it has or has not, this difcourfe will lofe nothing 
of its merit, fmce taking it in what light one will, 
the experiment is one of the moft extraordinary that 
has ever been mentioned; and cannot fail of leading 
5 a judicious 
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the thirtieth of NWember, in this year, that the Royal Society, as a proof of their 
juft fenfe of his great worth, and of the conftant ahd : paruciilkr ; fervices, which, through 
the courfe of many years, he had rendered to their Society, made choice of him for 
their Prefident : but he being extremely, and, as himfelf fays, peculiarly tender in 
point of oaths, declined the honour done him, by a letter add relied to Mr. Profeflbr 
Hooke of Grefnam-college (u). He was alfo, within the compafs of this year, a eon* 
fiderable benefaftor towards the .publishing Dr. Burnet's Hijhry of the Reformation, (w); f™ } Seethe 
as h<- very readily was, on the like occafion, to every performance calculated for th? (J^y^^ 
general ufe and benefit of mankind. In i63i, he publifhed his. Difcourfe of Things of that work. 
above Reafon (x), and the fame year he was engaged in endeavouring to promote the 
preaching and promulgation of the Gofpel amongil the Indians, bordering upon New 
England. In 1682, came out his New Experiments and Obfervations upon the Icy Nofti- 
luca, to which is added, A Chymical Paradox, making it probable that their Principles are 
tranfmutable, fo that out of one of them others may be produced (y). The fame year, he 
communicated to the public the fecond Part of his Continuation of New Experiments touch- 
ing the Spring and IVeight of the Air, and a large Appendix (2), containing feveral other 
Difcourfes. He publifhed, in 1683, nothing that I find, except a fhort letter to the 
Rev. Dr. John Beale (a), in relation to the making/;^ water out of fait, publifhed at 
the requeft of the patentees, who were embarked in Mr. Fitzgerald's prqjedt for that 
purpofe, the propofals for which were add re (fed to Mr. Boyle, and the author acknow- 
ledges therein the obligations he was under to him for his afiiftance. In the fucceeding 
year, 1684, he printed two very confiderable works, the firft (b) was, his Memoirs for fb) Printed at 
the Natural Hiflory of Human Blood \ and his fecond, Experiments and Confederations about ^ d n ^^*^l 
the Porojity of Bodies (c) 3 divided into two parts ; the firft relating to animals, the fecond tianfl Jted inio 
to folid bodies; and his Works being now grown to a very confiderable bulk, the cele- Lat10 ' 
brated Dr. Ralph Cudworth, whole praife alone was fufficient to eftablifh any man's title 
to fame, wrote to him in very pre/Ting terms, to make an entire Collection of his 
feyeral Treatifes, and to publifh them in a body, and in the Latin tongue, in his own 
life-time, as well out of regard to his reputation, as to the general intereft of mankind, 
and the peculiar fatisfa&ion of the learned world (d). In 1685, he obliged the world 
with his Short Memoirs for the Natural Experimental Hiflory of Mineral Waters (<?), with f e ) Primed at 
Directions as to the feveral Methods of trying them, including abundance of new and ufeful Londoa 9 in 
Remarks, as well as feveral curious Experiments. He gave the world alfo> in the fame 
year, another excellent work, intitled, An Effay of the great Effetts of languid and un- 
heeded Motion, with an Appendix, containing an Experimental Difcourfe of fome hitherto little- 
regarded Caufes of the Infalubrity and Salubrity of the Air, and its Effedls (f), than which, 
none of his treatifes were ever received with greater or more general applaufe. He 
publifhed, in the fame year, A Differtation on the Reconcilablenefs of Specific Medicines to 
the Corpufcular Philofophy, to which he added, a Difcourfe of the Advantages attending 
the ufe of fimple Medicines (g). To thefe Philofophical, he added a moft excellent 
Theological Difcourfe, Of the high Feneration Man's Intellect owes to God, particularly for 
his Wifdom and Power (A), being a part of a much larger work, which he fignified to 
the world, to prevent any exception from being taken at the abrupt manner of its be- 
ginning. At the entrance of the fucceeding year, 1686, came- abroad his Free Enquiry 
into the vulgarly received Notion of N ATU R E (/'), one of the moft important and ufeful 
pieces that ever fell from his pen, and which will be always admired and efteemed by London < inS ™> 
fuch as have a true zeal for Religion and intelligible Philofophy. In the month of June, utS/ri^ 1 " 
the fame year, his friend Dr. Gilbert Burnet, afterwards Lord Bifhop of Sarum, tranf- 
mitted to him from Holland his account of his travels through France, Switzerland, 
and Italy, which were afterwards publifhed. In 1687, a work which he had drawn up 
in his youth, intitled, The Martyrdom of Theodora and Dydimia (k), came from the ^minted at 
prefs to the hands of the public. In 1688, he obliged the world with a moft curious *« on J°n» s^- 
and ufeful treatife, intitled, A Difquifition into the final Caufes of Natural Things (/), and f/; At the fame 
whether, if at all, with what Caution^ a Naturalifl ffjould admit them: To which is added, P h ^> and inthc 
An Appendix about vitiated Sight. In this piece he treats with great judgment and per- famcfuc ' 
fpicuity, many of the deepeft and moft abftrafted notions in Philofophy and Religion, 
fo as to give fatisfaftion to the candid, without running into any offenfive notions, in 
the opinion even of the moft critical reader; which is a felicity, that, in cafes of this 
nature, has very rarely attended the writings of any other author than Mr. Boyle; 
whofe care was equal to his quicknefs, and whofe caution hindered him from hazarding 
any thing that might fhock weak minds or tender conferences. In the month of May* 
this year, our author, however unwillingly, was conftrained to make his complaint to the 
public, of fome inconveniences under which he had long laboured, which he did by an 
Advertifemfnt addreffed to J. IV. (m), to be communicated to fuch of his friends as are 
Virtuofi, to inform them of the lofs of many of his writings, and that it might ferve as 
an explanatory preface to fome of his mutilated and unfiniihed pieces. One cannot well 
conceive any thing, that gives a higher or more expreilive notion of the worth and ex- 

ajudicious perfon into fuch refkaions, as will give than nlmoft any thing upon the fubjeft, that has 
him a greater infight into the true nature of meuls,. been pnblnhcJ in our own or any other language. 
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BOYLE (Robert), 

cellency of this great man, than this paper, which, had it come from any other perfon, 
would have been either regarded as a common and trivial advertifement, or as a very 
glaring mark of felf-conceit and vanity; but, in reference to Mr, Boyle, it appears fo 
neceiTary to himfelf, that it could not be omitted ; of fuch importance ro the public, 
that it can never be forgotten ; and fo cautioufly digefted, as to raife our admiration and 
efteem for its author [/?]. He began now to find, that his health, notwithftanding aid 
his care and caution, began fenfibly to decline, and his ftrength to decay, which put 
him upon devifing every method that was pofTible, for hufbanding his time, for the 
future, for the benefit of the learned world. In doing this, he preferred generals to par- 
ticulars ; and the afliftance of the whole Republic of Letters, to that of any branch, by 
what ties foever he might be connected therewith. It was from this view, that he no 
longer communicated particular dilcourfes, or new difcoveries, to the Royal Society^ 
becaufe this could not be done, without withdrawing his thoughts from fafks which he 
thought of ftill greater importance («). It was the more fteadily to attend thefe, that he 
refigned his port of Governor of the Corporation for propagating the Gofpel in New 
England : Nay, he went fo far as to fignify to the world, that he could no longer re- 
ceive vifits as ufual \ and all this, that he might have leifure to put his papers in order; 
to fupply the blanks he had left in many of his treatifes, and to repair the deficiencies 
in others (occafioned by the falling upon them of corrofive liquors); that, as he had 
been ufeful to the public during the whole courfe of his life, fo the vaft collections he 
left behind him (of the importance of which he was the beft judge) might not prove 
ufelefs after his deceafe (o). This was certainly an inftance of learned patriotifm, wor- 
thy of admiration at leaft ; and, if fuch a genius fhould ever arife again, of imitation. 
Among the other great works, which, by this means, he gained time to finifh, there is 
great reafon to believe, that one was a Collection of Elaborate Procefles in Chemiftry, 
concerning which he wrote a letter to a friend, which is ftill extant ; but the piece itfelf 
was never publifhed, nor fome other curious tradts relating to the fame fubjeft, found 
amongft his papers, which has been confidered as an irreparable lofs, to fuch as have a 
fondnefs for thefe kind of ftudies (p) [5]. In 1690, he publifhed his ME D IC IN A 
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[R] As to raife our efteem for its author r\ In this 
advertifement, Mr. Boyle, in the firft place, gives 
the immediate reafon of his being obliged to publifh 
it, which was to fatisfy the lovers of learning in ge- 
neral, as well as the circle of his own friends and ac- 
quaintance in particular, why he did not perform the 
feveral promifes he had made of publifhing many dif- 
courfes upon curious and ufeful fubjecls ; and fome 
that were abfolutely necelTary to the elucidation of 
pieces which he had already given to the public (34). 
The fact was, that numbers of thefe were loll, or ra- 
ther ftolen from him. When he firft began to write, 
he digefted his materials in paper books, but he foon 
found the inconvenience of this, by their vanifhing 
in fuch a manner, that he often loft a whole difcourfe 
at a time. He had then recourfe to loofe lheets, 
which he thought more fecure, becaufe it would be 
difficult to carry away any confecutive part of a dif- 
courfe; but in this too he was miftaken ; for after 
taking this method he loft four or five centuries of ex- 
periments, which were to have been inferted in his 
works ; and befides this, feven or eight centuries of 
notions, remarks, explications, &c. yet even thefe 
lories were light in comparifon of another that befel 
him by a very odd accident. He had a flat cheft of 
drawers made on purpofe for the fecurity of his 
finiftied writings, and fuch as he judged to be already 
in or near a condition of being fent to the prefs ; and 
his fervant breaking a bottle of oil of vitriol, the 
liquor run over the top of the chert, fo that notwith- 
ftanding the drawers were immediately taken out, and 
the writings out of them, many whole treatifes were 
entirely defaced, and the reft fo fpoiled in many- 
places, that it was very difficult for him to fet them 
right again. Thefe misfortunes put him upon pub- 
lifhing fuch treatifes, as he had molt at heart, as 
quickly as it lay in his power, and in the beft man- 
ner the expedition with which he was obliged to 
write, would admit. In order to this, having firft 
fettled the heads of thefe difcourfes, he wrote them 
by way of titles, upon different fheets of paper, and 
transferred his materials under thofe heads, as his 
conveniency would allow, ehufing rather to run the 
hazard of fome miftakes and imperfections, than that 
the world fhould be deprived of what, with infinity 
labour, he had collected for the fervice of learning 
and of mankind. At the fame time that he did this, 
he thought it incumbent upon him to acquaint the 
world with thefe fails and reafons, not only that they 
Vol. IL 


might, in fome meafure, account for the feemin 
improprieties in the conduct of his writings, but alio 
that he might render them more intelligible, and that 
this advertifement might, as he declared he intended 
it mould, ferve as a kind of preface to his mutilated 
works Neither were thefe all the hardfhips that he 
met with as an author (ji) ; for many perfons, both 
at home and abroad, copied his works without nam- 
ing him ; inferted his experiments with a few trivial 
alterations as their own, and arrogated to themfelveS 
feveral of his inventions : yet all thefe difficulties 
could not either difguft, or difcourage him from con- 
tinuing to ferve the public, as far as lay in his power. 
He knew the importance of his own difcoveries ; he 
was fenfible of their confequence to pofterity ; and he 
had a true notion of the obligations, that a man is 
under, not to fuffer the lights he has acquired, either 
by ftudy or communication, to perifh with him : and 
it was thefe confiderations that induced him to quicken 
his endeavours to fulfil his duty, as he found his 
ftrength decay, and, like a faithful fervant, employ 
even his very laft moments for the benefit of the Re- 
public of Letters, which he confidered as a fociety 
that did the greater! honour to human nature. Such 
were the real fentiments of Mr. Boyle ! which cart 
never be infilled upon too long, and which it is im- 
poffible to commend enough. 

[5] Such as have a fondnefs for thefe kind of ftudies.] 
The perfon to whom Mr. Boyle addreffed the letter 
mentioned in the text, is to us unknown, but the 
reafon and defign of his letter are expreffed in the text; 
What the nature was of that valuable work, which he 
committed to the charge of this friend, and which 
has been moft unkindly with-held from the public, 
will beft appear in his own words (36), which, at the 
fame time that they exprefs his generous concern for, 
and love to, mankind, fufficiently explain how great 
a treafure we have loft. * As to thofe, fays be, who 
' think it ftrange,, that among my other experiments, 

* about metals and minerals, I have not produced 
f thofe gainful ones, that Alchemifts call particulars f 

* it may, I hope, fuffice to reprefent, that being a 
€ bachelor, and, through God's bounty, furnifhed 

* with a competent eftate for a younger brother, and 
' freed from any ambition to leave my heirs rich| I 
■ had no need to purfue luoriferous experiments, to 

* which I fo much preferred luciferous ones, that I had 

* a kind of ambition (which I now perceive to hav£ 
4 been a vanity) of being able to fay, that I culti- 
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HTD RO ST AT IC A : or, Hydrojlatks applied to the Materia Medic a > Jbewjing how, 
the Weight that divers Bodies ufed in Phyftc have in Water, one may difcover whether they be 
genuine or adulterate* To which is fubjoined, A previous Hydroftatical Way of eftimating 
Ores (q). He informs us, in the poftfcript to this treatife, that lie had prepared mate- 
rials iufficient for a fecond volume, which he promifed, but it never appeared. He" 
publifhed, however, this year, another moft excellent work, which bore the following 
title ; The Chriftian Virtuofo (r) ; flawing, that by being addicted to Experimental Philofo- 
phy, a Man is rather affifled than indifpofed to be a good Chri/tian. The firft Part. T o which 
are fubjoined, I. A Difcourfe about the Dijliniiion that reprefents fome Things as a l ove Keafdftj 
but not contrary to Reafon. II. The firft Chapters of a Difcourfe, iniitkd, Greatnefs of 
Mind promoted by Chriftianity. In the advertifement prefixed to this work, he men- 
tions a fewd part of the Chriftian Virtuofo^ which he had begun, and which is actually 
publifhed in the laft edition of his Works, that is to fey, imperfect, as he left it, with 
an Appendix to the firft part (s). He communicated about this time, to Mr. JDe la 
Crofe, a very ingenious gentleman, who publifhed a periodical work, intitled, Tie 
Hiftory of Learning, An Account of fome Obfervations made in the great Congregation of Wa* 
ters, by lowering Bottles down into the Sea, fix hundred Feet deep from the Surface (/). This (t) Hifloryof 
experiment was made on the fecond pf January 16.77-8, by a Captain of a man, of war, Mb^ho/jar^ 
a man of very good fenfe, in the prefence of a gre.at m,any other perfons, and was, in the 1691,?. 57 , $8, 
judgment of Mr. Boyle, a thing of too great value to be loft, and therefore he took this 
method of preferring it. We are now come to the very laft of his works publifhed in 
his life-time, which was in the fpring of the year 1691, and bore this title: EXP E- 
RIMENTA fc? OBSERVATIONES PHYSICM (u), wherein are briefly (u)v<\«ni* 
trentid.of. fever al Subjects relating to Natural Philofopfy, in an experimental Way. To which Ua * on > m Hfi 
is added, A fm all Collection of Strange Reports. This is called in the title-page the firft 
Part, and amongft his papers there were found the fecond and third parts, but whether 
complete or not, I cannot fay (w). As for his pofthumous Works, they fhall be men- 
tioned in a note jY]. About the entrance of the fummer of the year laft mentioned, 

he 


* vated Chemiftry with a di fin tere fled mind, neither 

* feeking* nor fcarce caring for, any other ad van - 
\ tages by it, than thofe of the improvement of my 

* own knowledge of nature, the gratifying the cu- 

* rious and indullrious, and the acquifls of fome ufe- 

* ful helps, to make good and uncommon medicines. 
* If I may be allowed to judge of courfes by the 

* fuccefs, the entertainment that the public has been 

* pleafed to give my endeavours to ferve it, will not 

* make me repent, of the way I have made choice of 

* to do it in. But, however, fince 1 find myfelf now 

* grown old, I think it is time to comply with my 

* former intention, to leave a kind of Hermetic 

* legacy to the ftudious dlfciples of that art, and to 
5 deliver candidly, in the annexed paper, fome pro- 

* cefTes, Chemical and Medicinal, that are lefs fim- 

* pie and plain, than thofe barely luciferous ones \ 

* have been wont to affect, and of a more difficult 

* and elaborate kind, than thofe I have hitherto pub- 

* lifhed, and more of kin to the nobleft Hermetic 

* fecrets, or, as Helmont ftiles them, Arcana Majo- 
\ ra. Some of thefe I have made and triedj others I 

* have, though npt without much difficulty, obtained 

* by exchange, or otherwife, from thofe that affirm 

* they knew them to be real, and were themfelves 

* competent judges, as being fome of them difciples 

* of true adepts, or otherwife admitted to their ac- 

* quaintance and converfation. Moft of thefe pro- 

* cefTes are clearly enough delivered, and of the reft 

* there is plainly fet down, without deceitful terms, 

* as much as may ferve to make what is literally 

* taught to be of great utility, though the full and 

* complete ufes are not mentioned, partly becaufe, in 

* fpite of my philanthropy, I was engaged to fecrecy 
1 as to fome of thefe ufes., and partly, becaufe, I mull 
g ingenuoufly confefs it, I am not yet, or perhaps 

* ever fhall be, acquainted with them myfelf. The 

* knowledge I have of your great affection for the 

* public good, and your particular kindnefs for me, 

* invites me, among the many Virtuofi in whofe 

* friendfhip I am happy, to intruft the following pa- 

* pers in your hands, earneftly defiring you to im- 
4 part them to the public faithfully, and, without. 

* envy, verbatim, in my" own expreflions, a,s a mo-, 
€ nument of 'my good affections to mankind, as well 

* in my Chemical capacity, as in the others, wherein. 

* I have been felicitous to do it fecvice.' 

But beftdes thefe papers, committed to the care of 
one whom he efteemed his friend, he left alfo very 
many behind him auhe time of bis death, relating 


to Chemiftry, which, by a letter directed to one of 
his executors, it appears hedefired might be infpected 
by three Phyfkians whom he named, that fuch of 
them as were moft valuable might be preferved (37). 
The ftrongeft mark, however, that he gave of his 
peculiar regard for Chemiftry, was procuring, in the 
year 16S9, the repeal of a dormant ftatute, pafled in 
the fifth year of Henry IV., againft the multiplying 
of gold and filver, which hindered all the difciples of 
the fchool of Hermes from practifing in England, the 
penalty in that law being no lefs than felony (38). 
In that by which it was repealed, directions are given, 
that whatever gold or filver fhall be obtained by this 
art, or extracted from other metals, fhall be brought 
to the royal mint in the Tower of London (39), and 
be paid for, according to the current price of bul- 
lion. 

[T] His pofthumous Works, they /ball be mentioned in 
a note.] Thefe treatifes were either fuch as were 
found amongft Mr. Boyle's papers after his deceafe, 
or were depofited elfewhere, on a confidence of their 
not being lent abroad during his lifetime. The ti- 
tles of them follow : I. The Generai Hiftory of the 
Air, deftgned and begun (40). Concerning the nature 
and value of this work, we have the teftimonies of 
two of the moft ingenious perfons of that age, the 
famous Mr. Locke, and the judicious Mr. Molyneux ; 
the former, in a letter to the latter, fays : * Though 
f this treatife was left imperfect, yet I think the very 

* defign of it will pleafe you, and it is caft into a me- 
c thod, that any one who pleafes may add to it, un- 

* der any of the feveral titles, as his reading or 
■ obfervation fhall furnifh him with matters of fad. 
€ If fuch men as you, who are curious and knowing, 
' would join, to what Mr. Boyle has collected and 

* prepared, what comes in their way ; we might 
' hope, in fome time, to have a considerable Hiftory 

* of the Air, than which, I fcarce know any part of 

* Natural Philofophy would yield more variety and 
5 ufe. But it is a fubject too large for the attempts 
< of any one man, and will require the affiftanee of 

* many hands, to make it a Hiftory very fhort of 

* complete. 5 Mr; Molyneux, in his anfwer, writes 
thus : * I am extremely obliged to you for Mr. Boyle's 
c book of Air, which lately came to my hands. Iq 
c is a vaft defign, and not to be flnifhed but by the 

united labours of many heads, and indefatigably 
€ profecuted for many years, fo that I defpair of fee- 

* ing any thing complete. However, if many will 
' lend the fame helping hands that you have done, I 

5 * ftvould 
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he began to feel fuch an alteration^ his health, as induced him to think of fettling all 
his affairs; and accordingly, on the eighteenth of July, he figned and fealed his laft 
Will, to which he afterwards added feveral codicils (*). In the month of Odober fol- 
lowing, his diftempers increafed, which might, perhaps, be owing to his tender con- 
cern for the tedious illnefs of his dear fitter the Lady Ranelagh, with whom he had 
lived many years in the greateft harmony and friendfhip, and whole indifpofition brought 
her to the grave on the twenty-third of December following. She was, in all refpedls, 
a moft accomplifhed, and moft extraordinary, woman ; fo that her brother might very 
juftly efteem it the peculiar felicity of his life that he had fuch a filter, and, in her, lb 
ufeful a friend, and fo agreeable a companion (y). He did not furvive her above a 
week, for on the laft day of the year 1691, or, as moft authors account it, on Wed- Burnet, 
nefday December the 30th, at three quarters paft twelve at night, he departed this life, 
(%) Mr.Warfs i*i the fixty-fifth year of his age (z), and was buried on the feventh of January follow 


(x) Birch's LIfs 
of Boyle, p. 84. 
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ing, at the upper end of the fouth fide of the chancel of St. Martin's in the Fields in 
Weftminfter, near the body of his beloved fifter, Catherine Vifcountefs Ranelagh {a), [f^^^l* 
His funeral was decent, and as much without pomp as it was poffible, confidering the 
number of perfons of diftin&ion that attended it, befides his own numerous relations. 
His funeral fermon was preached by Dr. Gilbert Burnet, Bifhop of Sarum, and there are 
many who think his performance on that occafion the beft he ever publifhed [?/]. 
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* fhould be in hopes ; and certainly there is not a 
c chapter in all Natural Philofophy, of greater ufe to 

* mankind than what is here prop o fed (41).' If. 
Medicinal Experiments ; or, a Col fed? ion of choice Reme- 
dies, for the moft part fimple, and eafily prepared (42). 
We ihall have occafion to fpeak of this hereafter. 

III. General Heads for the Natural Hiflory of a Country, 
great or fmall, drawn out for the Ufe of Travellers 
and Navigators (43) : To which are added, Other 
Diredions for Navigators, &c. with particular Obfer- 
vations of the moft noted Countries in the World. By 
another Hand, Thefe General Heads were fir ft print- 
ed in the Philofophical Tranfaclions, being drawn up 
by Mr. Boyle at the requeft of the Royal Society. 
The other Direclions, added in this edition, were 
drawn up by various perfons, at divers times, by order 
of the Royal Society, and printed in different num- 
bers of the Philofophical Tranfaclions (44), but being 
in purfuance of the plan fketched out by Mr. Boyle, 
were very properly annexed to the preceding ones. 

IV. A Paper of the Honourable Robert Boyle y s, depofiled 
with the Secretaries of the Royal Society, and opened 
fince his Death, being an Account of his making the 
Phcfphorus, Sec. printed in the Philofophical Tranf- 
a J? ions (45). V. An Account of a Way of examining 
Waters as to Frejhnefs and Saltnefs, to be fubjoined as 
an Appendix to a lately printed Letter, about fweetened 
Water, publifhed in the Philofophical T ^anfatlions (46). 
VI. A Free "Difcourfe againfl Cuftomary Swearing, and 
it Diffwafive from Curfing (47). VII. Medicinal Expe- 
riments : or, a Collection of choice Remedies, chiefly 
fimple, and eafily prepared, ufeful in Families, and fit 
for the Service of Country People. The third and laft 

Volume, publifhed from the Authors Original MSS* 
Whereunto is added, Several other ufeful Notes expli- 
catory of the fame (48). The firil edition of this book 
was printed in 1688, under the title of Receipts fent 
to a Friend in America; in 1692 it was reprinted, as 
we have faid before, with the addition of a fecond 
part, and a new preface. So that this was, as the 
title-page exprefles, the third and laft volume, and 
they have been all three feveral times reprinted 
fince, in a fingle volume, and were juftly accounted 
a very excellent collection, and by much the beft in 
their kind. Our author had alfo drawn up fome 
other pieces of a like nature, as appears from the lift 
of his manufcripts, but thefe are now miffing. 

[U~] His performance on that occafion the beft he ever, 
publifhed.] His Lordfhip made choice, upon this 
occafion, of a text extremely appofite to his fubjeel, 
*viz. For God giveth to a man that is good in his fight, 
wifdom, knowledge, and joy (49). In the firft part of 
this difcourfe, he explains very clearly and folidly, 
the meaning of the words which we have juft cited, 
by mewing, what was meant by a man good in the 
fight of God, and defcribing the nature of the wifdom, 
knowledge, and joy, beftowed upon him as his reward. 
He then enters on the fecond part of it, the applica- 
tion of this doctrine to the honourable perfon de- 
ceafed, of whom, he tells us, he was the better able 
to give a character, from the many happy hours he 
had fpent in converfation with him, in the courfe 


of nine-and-twenty years. He gives a large account 
of Mr. Boyle's fincere and unaffeded piety, and more 
efpecially of his zeal for the Chriftian religion, with- 
out having any narrow notions concerning it, or mif- 
taking, as fo many do, a bigotted heat in favour of a 
particular feci:, for that zeal which is the ornament of 
a true Chriftian. He mentions, as a proof of this, 
his noble foundation for Lectures, in defence of the 
Gofpel againft infidels of all forts, the effects of which 
have been fo confpicuous, in the many volumes of 
excellent Difcourfes, which have been publifhed in 
confequence of that noble, and truly pious, found- 
ation. He had, fays our Prelate, defigned it in Lis 
lifetime, though fome accidents did, upon great 
confiderations, divert him from fettling it, but not 
from ordering it by his Will, that a liberal proviiion 
lhould be made for one, who mould, in a very few 
well-digefted Sermons, every year fet forth the truth 
of the Chriftian religion in general, without defend- 
ing to the fubdivifions among Chriftians, and who 
mould be changed every third year, that fo this noble 
ftudy and employment might pafs through many hands, 
by which means many might become mafters of the 
argument. He was at the charge of the tranflation 
and impreflion of the NewTeftament into the Malayan 
tongue, which he fent over all the Eaft-Indies. He 
gave a noble reward to him that tranftated Grotius's 
incomparable book, of the truth of the Chriftian re- 
ligion, into Arabic, and was at the charge of a 
whole impreflion, which he took care mould be dif- 
perfed in all the countries where that language is un- 
derftood. He was refolved to have carried on the 
impreflion of the New Teftament in the Turkifti lan- 
guage ; but the Company thought it became them to 
be the doers of it, and fo fuffered him only to give a 
large ihare towards it. He was at 700/. charge in 
the edition of the Irifh Bible, which he ordered to be 
diftributed in Ireland ; and he contributed liberally, 
both to the impreflion of the Welch Bible, and of the 
Irilh Bible for Scotland. He gave, during his life, 
300/. to advance the defign of propagating the Chrif- * 
tian Religion in America ; and as foon as he heard 
that the Eaft-India Company were entertaining pro- 
pofitions for the like defign in the Eaft, he prefently 
fent 100/. for a beginning, as an example; but 
intended to carry it much farther, when it mould be 
fet on foot to purpofe. When he underftood how 
large a fhare he had in impropriations, he ordered 
very large fums to be given to the incumbents in. 
thofe parifhes, and even to the widows of thofe who 
were dead, before this diftribution of his bounty. 
He did this, twice in his lifetime, to the amount of 
above 600 /. and ordered another diftribution, as* 
far as his eftate would bear, by his will. In other 
refpects, his charities were fo bountiful, and fo exten- 
live, that they amounted, as this Prelate tells us, 
from his own knowledge, to upwards of one thoufand 

pounds a year. But that part of his difcourfe, 

which concerns us moft, is the copious and eloquent 
account he has given us of this great man's abilities. 

(50) 'His knowledge, fays he, was of fo vaft (50) Burnet's 

* aa extent, that if it v/ere not for the variety of Funeral Sermon, 
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As to the perfon of this great man, we are told that Mr. Boyle was tall but flender, and 
r^; Mr. Eve- his countenance pale and emaciated (b). His confticution was fo tender and delicate, 
Dr. w^onr tha t he had divers forts of cloaks to put on when he went abroad, according to the tern- 
March 29, 1696. perature of the air, and in this he governed himfelf by his thermometer (c). He (0 From the 
efcaped, indeed, the fmall-pox, during his life ; but for almoft forty years, he laboured s^Tm^ 
under fuch a feeblenefs of body, and fuch lownefs of ftrength and fpirits, that it was B * rt - 
aftonifhing how he could read, meditate, try experiments, and write, as he did. He 
had likewife a weaknefs in his eyes, which made him very tender of them, and ex- 
tremely apprehenfive of fuch diftempers as might atfeiSt them. He imagined alfo, that 
if ficknefs fhould confine him to his bed, it might raife the pains of the ftone to a de- 
gree which might be above his ftrength to fupport, fo that he feared left his laft minutes 
fhould prove too hard for him. This was the ground of all the caution and apprehen- 
fion he was obferved to live in. But, as to life itfelf, he had that juft indifference to it, 
which became fo true a Chriftian. However, his fight began not to grow dim above 
four hours before he died, and when death came upon him, he had not been above three 
hours in bed before it made an end of him, with fo little pain, that it was plain the 
light went out merely for want of oil to maintain the flame (d). The fimplicity of his <v; See Burnett 
diet was, in all appearance, that which preferved him fo long beyond all men's ex- ™' al ScrmoD » 
pedtations. This he pradtifed fo ftridtly, that, in a courfe of above thirty years, he 
neither eat or drank to gratify the varieties of appetite, but merely to fupport nature ; 
and was fo regular in it, that he never once tranfgrefled the rule, meafure, and kind, 
which were prefcribed him. In his firft addrefles, when he was to fpeak or anfwer, he 
fometimes hefitated a little rather than ftammered, or repeated the fame word, and this, 
as it rendered him flow and deliberate, fo, after the firft effort, he proceeded without 
r^Mr.Eveiyn's the leaft interruption in his difcourfe (<?). He was never married, but Mr. Evelyn was 
mentionedr allured, that he courted the beautiful and ingenious daughter of Cary Earl of Mon- 
mouth, and that to this paflion was owing his Seraphic Love. But it does not appear, 
from any of his writings, that he had ever entertained thoughts of this kind (f). To <7V Birch's Life 
fay the truth, he feems to have been perfuaded that he was born for nobler purpofes ofB °y lc >P« 86 ' 
than the ordinary lot of men ; or at leaft, if he was not fo perfuaded, his aftions were 
fuch as may fo perfuade us. We have, by the help of thofe induftrious and worthy 
perfons who had already provided the materials, followed him from his infancy to the 
grave, with that degree of wonder, reverence, and refpedl, which his knowledge, vir- 
Cg) See the note tue, and piety, demand (g). The learned Prelate who preached his funeral fermon, 
[rj at the ciofe. an d one who feldom wanted words when he meant to defcribe any character, owns him- 
lelf at a lofs in the performance of this laft duty to Mr. Boyle. We may, therefore, with 
greater reafon excufe ourfelves, as well on account of the great length of this article, as 
the difficulties that lie in the way of framing a character for one, whofe memory, like 
the paintings of a great mafter, has been meliorated by time, and is now, not the ob- 
ject barely of admiration, but of veneration alfo. He was a man, who, in the begin- 
ning of his life, raifed fuch hopes as hurt themfelves ; for thofe who confidered him mod 
attentively, fcarcely thought it poflible that they (hould be anfwered ; and yet, without 
fear of flattery, we may affirm, that thefe, even thefe, hopes were exceeded. He 
attained the vigour of his age in thofe deplorable times, when the Church and State 
lay buried in confufion, which gave him fo true a notion of the vanity of titles, and the 

* vouchers in their feveral forts, I fhould be afraid to * progrefs in new difcoveries, fo he ufed fo nice a 

* fay all I know. He carried the ftudy of the Hebrew « flriftnefs, and delivered them with fo fcrupulous a 

* very far into the Rabbinical writings, and the other « truth, that all who have examined them, have 
t Oriental languages. He had read fo much of the < found, how fafely the world may depend upon 

* Fathers, that he had formed out of it a clear judg- 1 them. But his peculiar and favourite fludy was 

* ment of all the eminent ones. He had read a vaft ' Chemifhy, in which he engaged with none of thofe 
■ deal on the fcriptures, and had gone very nicely « ravenous and ambitious defigns, that draw many 
1 through the whole controverfies of Religion, and « into them. His defign was only to find out Na- 
1 was a true mafter of the whole Body of Divinity. * ture, to fee into what principles things might be 

* He read the whole compafs of the Mathematical * refolved, and of what they were compounded, and 

* Sciences ; and though he did not fet himfelf to « to prepare good medicaments for the bodies of men. 

* fpnng any new game, yet he knew even the ab- « He fpent neither his time, nor fortune, upon the 

* ftrufeft parts of Geometry. Geography, in the « vain purfuits of high promifes and pretenfions. He 

* feveral parts of it, that related to Navigation or « always kept himfelf within the compafs that his 
g travelling; hiflory and books of travels were his « eftate might well bear. And as he made Chemiftry 
« divei fions. He went very nicely through all the ■ much the better for his dealing in it, fo he never 
c parts of Phyfic, only the tendernefs of his nature < made himfelf either the worfe or the poorer for it 

* made him lefs able to endure the exa&nefs of ana- ■ It was a charity to others, as well as an entertain- 

* tomical diffeaions, efpecially of living animals, « ment to himfelf; for the produce of it was diftri- 
« though he knew thefe to be moft inftrudhng. But ■ buted by his Sifter and others, into whofe hands he 

for the hiftory of nature, ancient and modern, of * put it. I will not here amufe you with a lift of his 

the produdions of all countries, of the virtues and < aftonifliing knowledge, or of his great performances 

improvements of plants, of ores and minerals, and ■ this way: they are highly valued all the world 

- all the varieties that are in them, in different cii- - over, and his name is every where mentioned with 

mates 3 he- was by much, by very much, the rea- « moft particular characters of refpecl. I will con. 

dieit and perfefteft I ever knew, in the greateft ■ elude this article with this, in which I appeal to 

compafs and with the trueft exaftnefs. This put * all competent judges, that few men (if any) have 

him in the way of making all that vaft variety of * been known to have made fo great a compafs, and 

experiments beyond any man, as far as we know, < to have been fo exaA in all the parts of it as he 

« that ever lived. And in thefe, as he made a great 'was.' 

3 danger 
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danger of power, that he not only never courted either, but was induftrious in fhunning 
both. He made Philofophy the bufinefs of his life, from the two nobleft motives that 
man could poffibly conceive, the defire of doing good to others, and of manifefting the 
goodnefs of that Divine Being who is the parent of all. Yet, full of thefe ferious and 
iublime intentions, he not only condefcended to behave, in ail the common offices of 
life, like other men, but even with a peculiar civility, which he fliewed efpecially to- 
wards foreigners, by whom he was often vifited, and who never went away from him 
but with full latisfaftion. His temper was naturally hafty ; but he corrected this fo 
early in his youth, that excepting now and then in his countenance, it was never dif- 
cerned afterwards. The fweetnefs of his difpofition, and that meeknefs of mind which 
difcovered itfelf in all he did, never led him into any of thofe faults, which ufually 
attend the excefs even of thefe amiable qualities. He could be warm when there was a 
proper occafion for warmth, that is, in the caufe of truth, which he always vigoroudy 
defended; and we have an inftance of his zeal for the eflentials of religion, of which it 
would be an injury done his fame not to take notice [X]. The extenfivenefs of his 
knowledge furpafled every thing but his modefty, and his defire of communicating it, 
which appears equally in all his compofitions j for in them we may difcern his fear of 
offending, and his fear of concealing ; and this not from any timid apprehenfions of op- 
pofition, but from a benevolent inclination to inftru£t without feverity, and to part with 
wifdom as freely as he had received it. He had the jufteft conception of truth that 
the human mind can frame ; fo cautious in examining and reporting, as to avoid, 
in the opinion of all true judges, the lead imputation of credulity; and, on the other 
hand, fo well acquainted with the power of nature, that he never prefumed to fet any 
limits thereto, or hindered any acceflion of knowledge, by that fort of incredulity which 
fometimes attends fuperior learning. In a word, confidered in every light, as a Man, 
as a Philofopher, as a Chriftian, he came as near perfection as the defedls of human 
nature would allow; and, though he never fought it, yet the moft univerfal praife, 
both at home and abroad, waited on his labours living, and have conftantly attended 
his memory : for it may be truly faid, that never any fame was more unqueftioned, 
than that of Mr. Boyle's both was and is; and we may with great fafety add, that as 
he is the peculiar honour of his family, and the great glory of this nation, fo foreigners, 
who cannot contend with us in thefe points, endeavour to outvie us in their commend- 
ations [T]. In treating this fubjeft, we have, perhaps, gone too far: but whoever 
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[X] Of which it would he an injury done to his fame 
not to take notice.'] As great as Mr. Boyle's moderation 
and charity was, in refpect to all the different feels in 
which Chriltianity was divided, yet he was a conftant 
member of the Church of England, and went to no 
feparate afTemblies : but, fome time before the Re- 
(51) Sir P.Pett's Iteration (51), either out of curiofity, or, perhaps, 
Papers relating from fome more weighty motive, he went to Sir 
toMr.Bojle. Henry Vane's houfe in order to hear him, who, at 
that time, was at the head of a new feci, who called 
themfelves Seekers : neither was this vifit of his at- 
tended with any difappointment, for he there heard 
him preach in a large thronged room, a long fermon 
On the text of Dan. xii. 2. And many of them that 
Jleep in the dujl of the earth Jhall awake, fome to ever- 
lafting life, and fome to jhame and euerlajiing contempt. 
The whole fcope of Sir Henry's fermon was to fhew, 
that many doctrines of religion that had long been 
dead and buried in the world, mould, before the end 
of it, be awakened into life, and that many falfe 
doctrines, being then Hkewife revived, mould, by the 
power of truth, be then doomed to (ha me and ever- 
iafting contempt. When Sir Henry had concluded 
his difcourfe, Mr. Boyle fpoke to this effect to him 
before the people : That being informed, that in fuch 
private meetings, it was not uncuftomary, for anyone 
of the hearers who was unfatisfied about any matters 
there uttered, to give in his objections againft them, 
and to prevent any miftakes in the fpeakers or hear- 
ers, he thought himfelf obliged, for the honour of 
God's truth, to fay, that this place in Daniel, being 
the clearell one. in all the Old Teltamcnt for the proof 
of the refurrection, we ought not to fuffer the mean- 
ing of it to evaporate into allegory ; and the rather, 
fince that inference is made by our Saviour in the 
New Teftament, by way of after ting the refurrection 
from that place of Daniel in the Old : and that, if it 
fhould be denied that the plain and genuine meaning 
of thofe words in the Prophet, is to affcrt the refur- 
rection of dead bodies, he was ready to prove it to 
be fo, both out of the words of the text and context 
in the original language, and from the beft expofitors 
both Chriftian and Jewirti : but that, if this be not 
denied, and Sir Henry's difcourfe of the refurrection 
Vo*. II. 


of doctrines true and falfe, was defigned by him only 
in the way of occafional meditations from thofe words 
in Daniel, and not to enervate the literal fenfe as the 
genuine one, then he had nothing farther to fay. 
Mr. Boyle then fitting down, Sir Henry rofe up and 
faid, that his difcourfe was only in the way of fuch 
occafional meditations, which he thought edifying to 
the people ; and declared that he agreed that the literal 
fenfe of the words was the refurrection of dead bo- 
dies : and fo that meeting broke up. Mr. Boyle af- 
terwards fpeaking of this conference to Sir Peter Pett, 
obferved, that Sir Henry Vane, at that time, being 
in the height of his authority in the State, and his 
auditors at that meeting coniifting chiefly of depend- 
ants on him, and expectants from him, the fear of 
lofing his favour would, probably, have retrained 
them from contradicting any of his interpretations of 
Scripture, how ridiculous foever. * But I (faid Mr. 
c Boyle) having no little awes of that kind upon 
8 me, thought myfelf bound to enter the lifts with 

* him, as I did, that the fenfe of the fcriptures might 

* not be depraved.' 

[T] Endeavour to outvie us in their commendations.] 
We have already obferved, that even, in his lifetime, 
the fame of Mr. Boyle was fo great, that it reached 
very diftant countries, whither his books reached al- 
fo ; and this drew upon him a multitude of vifit s at 
home, which, however inconvenient, he bore as long 
as his health would permit, from the remembrance, 
as he faid, of the fatir faction he had received when 
admitted to the fight of fuch as he had an inclination 
to con verfe with, when abroad (52). In this he fuc- (51) Burnet' • 
ceeded to the honours that were paid to the great Sermon at 
Chancellor Bacon, whom foreigners vifited as the B°yl e>s Funcra J* 
glory of this country ; (and he fucceeded, likewife,.to 
that civility and condefcenuon for which that excel- 
lent perfon before mentioned was diftinguifhed,) fo 
that Mr. John Hughes had reafon to fay, after ob- 
ferving that Mr. Boyle was born the fame year that 
Lord Bacon died, he was the perfon defigned by nature, 
to fucceed to the labours and enquiries of that extraordi- 
nary Genius (53). But to proceed to the proper bufi- (53) Spcaator, 
nels of this note : The Virtuofi in Italy were among No * 554- 
(he firll who did juftice to his merit, and they are ititt * 
6 P 
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confiders it attentively, will eafily excufe a fault that it was almoft impoflible not to 
commit, and for which we can only atone, by confefling, that all we have, or could 

fay, 
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as fenfible of the obligations the learned world are 
under to him for his labours, as it is poflible for men to 
be. Thus the famous Redi, who was himfelf a great 
cultivator of Experimental Philofophy, makes rio 
fcrupleof affirming, that there never was any man fo 
great in this way as our author ; and that, perhaps, 
there never will be his equal in difcovering natural 
caufes (54). It would be eafy to cite many other au- 
thors of the fame country to the like purpofe : but to 
avoid prolixity we forbear, and fhall content ourfelves 
with obferving, that in the Popifh Index Librorum 
Prohibitorum, publiflied at Rome, by order of the 
Sacred College, dated the twenty-fecond of Decem- 
ber 1700, he is ltiled a moft worthy member of the 
Royal Society, though, at the fame time, three of 
his books are forbidden to be read, viz. fits Confeder- 
ations on the Style of the Scriptures ; his Seraphic Lo ve, 
and his Great Feneration that Man's Intellect owes to 
God (55). The moil confidcrable of the German 
writers have fhewn the utmoft deference for this great 
man and his writings ; as for inftance, the moft 
learned Daniel MorhofF mentions him frequently in 
his Polyhiltor (56), and always with the higheft ap- 
plaufe. Stollius alfo commends him, but feems not 
to have been well acquainted with his works, or with 
h's hiftory, fince he tells us, he was an Englifh 
Pvnight, and exprefles a great concern, that Bifhop 
Burnet's funeral fcrmon on this great man had not 
been tran Anted into Latin, or into High Dutch, that 
the excellence of his private character might be the 
better known (57). Mangetus applauds him highly, 
and aflures us, that he was informed by an Englifh 
clergyman, who was afterwards a Bilhop, that a per- 
fon, in a mean drefs, came into our author's labo- 
ratory and made projection, adding, that himfelf had 
feen ionic of that gold ; which ftory I have the rather 
mentioned, becaufe I take it to be the beft authority 
that can be mentioned for it, though it is very cur- 
rent among the lovers of Alchemy, who pretend that 
Mr. Boyle was converted by this experiment (58). It 
would require a confiderable volume to fet down the 
commendations that have been bellowed upon him by 
the French writers only ; and, therefore, we fhall con- 
tent ourfelves with mentioning only a few of the 
latcft. I will begin with Count Marfilli, who, though 
an Italian by birth, addrefled the moft famous of his 
works to the French Academy of Sciences, of which 
he was a Member. He opens that work with obferv- 
ing (59), that the famous Robert Boyle was the firft 
who thought of examining the fea, and making us ac- 
quainted with fo confxderable a part of the terraque- 
ous glebe. He mentions his treatifc de Fundo Maris, 
and adds, ihat^)robably his death, or fome other ac- 
cident, hindered the Republic of Letters from re- 
ceiving the advantage of his farther obfervations up- 
on that fubject; for, fays he, it is apparent from 
many of his other writings, that he knew perfectly 
well how to finifh whatever he once took in hand. 
The judicious Mr. Baylc, as he had frequent occafion 
to mention the works of Mr. Boyle in his Literary 
Journal, fo he never lofes the opportunity of paying 
both to him and them the refpect that they deferve 
(60). The judicious Rapin fpeaks of him, as the 
worthy fucceffor of the great Lord Bacon, and one to 
whom the learned world was extremely indebted for his 
care and induftry in the improvement of Experimental 
Philofophy. Father Regnault, after copying from 
him a multitude of experiments, is pleafed to fay (61), 
4 Mr. Boyle has contributed fo much the more by 
c experiments like thefe, to the difcovcryof the truth, 

* in as much as he has taken pains, not only to re- 

* late his difcoveries, and the manner in which he 

* made them, but has informed us, likewife, in what 

* he failed, as well as in what he fucceeded. What 

* he tried to no purpofe, prevents our making fuch 
' trials again : what he tried with effect, ferves us as 

* well as him, verifies his difcoveries, and puts us in 

* the road of making new ones.' The famous Abbe 
Lenglet du Frefnoy fpeaks of our author with the ut- 
moft veneration. He ftyles him, a great and judicious 
Chemift, one who was acquainted with all the fecrets 
of that art ; and fays, that it was purely opt of re- 
fpect for his high character that he forbore placing 


him amongft the alchemiftical writers (62) : yet, in 
his chronological table, he gives him his juft place, 
and the praifes which he deferves (63). We fliall 
conclude his eulogies by foreign writers, with the 
character beftowed upon him by the judicious Boer- 
haave. Among the writers, fays he, who have treated 
of Chemiftry, with a view to Natural Philofophy and 
Medicine, we may reckon among the chief, the Ho- 
nourable Robert Boyle, Efq; through all his writings 
(64). Such is the extent of this admirable writer's 
fame, and fuch the honour he has done his age and 
nation in foreign countries, where his reputation will 
extend itfelf in the fame proportion with true Science, 
and his glory laft as long as there fhall fubfift a true 
fpirit of learning. 

But after all, the greateft juftice that has been done 
his memory, we may fafely afcribe to the care and in- 
duftry of fome very learned and worthy perfons at 
home. Dr. Shaw's (65) Abridgment, and his admi- 
rable character of our author and his philofophy, is a 
monument worthy even of him, and which nothing 
could furpafs, but the late noble collection of the au- 
thor's own works (66), with the accurate life prefixed 
to them by the Reverend Mr. Birch, from the mate- 
rials provided for Bifhop Burnet and Dr. Wotton ; 
and thofe invaluable additions which were communi- 
cated by the Reverend and Learned Mr. Henry Miles 
of Tooting in Surry, Fellow of the Royal Society, 
who has, on all occafions, exprefled a zeal for our 
author's memory, worthy of the truft repofed in him by 
Mr. Thomas Smyth, late an Apothecary in the Strand, 
who lived with Mr. Boyle feventeen years, and in 
whofe hands his manufcripts were deposited (67). To 
all thefe I am greatly indebted for the materials from 
which this article is compofed ; and it is from a due 
fenfe of gratitude, and thankfulnefs, that I pay thefe 
public acknowledgments, as having never enjoyed a 
higher fads faction, than while ufing my utmoft en- 
deavours to place the life and character of this illuf- 
trious perfon, in fuch a light as may render it worthy 
the acceptance, and in fome meafure of the appro- 
bation, of pofterity. C. 

# # * [The account of Mr. Boyle Is fo complete, 
that fcarcely any new perfonal circumitance or fact 
can be added to this article. Thofe who are deftrous 
of perufing a more minute detail of fome particulars, 
may have recourfe to Dr. Birch's life of our great 
author. There is a traditional anecdote concerning 
him, that he ufed fome times to have it inferibed over 
his door, ' Mr. Boyle is not to be fpoken with to- 
1 day.' This was very proper in one who was often 
engaged in procefles of the utmoft importance, ana! 
which required an unremitted attention. Indeed, if 
literary men, in general, could find a rational me* 
thod of preventing the interruption of needlefs morn- 
ing vifitants, it would be of fervice to the profecutior* 
of many ufeful defigns. 

With regard to teftimonies in commendation o£ 
Mr. Boyle, a cloud of witneftes might be produced, 
in addition to thofe which have already been referred 
to, or recited. Almoft every writer who fpeaks of 
this philofopher does it with epithets of applaufe, and 
has plcafure in ranking him with Bacon and Newton, 
It may not, perhaps, he amifs to mention what hath 
been faid concerning him by two or three more re- 
cent authors. John, Earl of Orrery, compares hint 
t Pliny the Elder. * When we confider,' fays his 
Lordfhip, < his (Pliny's) conftitution of body, his 
' fpeculative turn of mind, not to mention his too 
c great credulity in believing all men as fincere and 

* as ingenuous as himfelf, it is impoflible not to liken 

* him, in his philofophicai character, to a gentle- 
1 man, who mull ever be an honour to his own fa- 
' mily and nation, Mr. Robert Boyle (68).' What 
Lord Orrery hints, concerning his great relation's 
having been fomewhat credulous, appears to be true; 
though this, perhaps, was more the fault of the times 
than of the man. Mr. Granger has drawn his cha- 
rader, in the following terms : 4 Robert Boyle, who 
4 was born the fame year in which Lord Bacon died, 

fcems to have inherited the penetrating and inqui- 

* fitive genius of that illuftrious philofopher. sWe 

* are 
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fay, is fo much .below his merif, that it fcrrves only to exprefs our fenfe of it, and out 4 
defirc of rendering him that juftice, which, without abilities equal to his own, can ne- 
ver be performed. # 
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c are at a lofs which to admire moil, his extenfivc 

* knowledge, or his exalted piety. Thcic excellent 
1 cies kept pace with each other : but the former 
' never carried him to vanity, nor the latter to en- 

* thufiafm. He was himfelf <£ the Chriftian virtu- 
" ofo" which he has defcribed. Religion never fat 

* more eafy upon a man, nor added greater dignity 
' to a character. He particularly applied himfelf to 

* chymiftry ; and made fuch difcovcres in that 

* branch of feience, as can fcarcely be credited on 

* lefs authority than his own. His doctrine of the 

* weight and fpring of the air, a fluid) on which our 

* health and our very being depend, gained him all 
f the reputation he deferved. He founded the theo- 

* logical lecture which bears his name. Some of the 

* preachers of it have outdone themfclves, in ftriving 

* to do juftice to the piety of the founder (69).' We 
(hall add the teftimony of Dr. Pricftley, as no one 
can be a better judge of the excellencies and merits of 
a man whofc purfnits were fo congenial to his own. 
( The firft Englifti philofopher,' fays the Doctor, 

* within this period (the time between Defcartes and 

* Newton) was Mr. Boyle ; and his is a name that 

* muft be mentioned with honour, in the hiftory of 

* almoft every branch of experimental philofophy. 

* He was a gentleman equally diliinguiihed for his 

* regard to religion and feience, and was happy in 
■ circumftances that enabled him to fpare no expence 

* in purfuing his refearches into Nature, to every 

* part of which he extended his inquiries, by nu- 

* merous well-conduced, and generally fuccefsful, 

* experiments ; and he has recorded his difcoveries 

* with the greateft perfpicuity and modefty (70).' 
Dr. Samuel Johnfon is of opinion, that even Mr. 
Boyle's philofophical writings are not, at prefent, 
greatly read. * It is well known,' obferves this in- 
genious author, * how much of our philofophy is 
t derived from Boyle's difcovery of the qualities of 
' the air : yet of thofe who now adopt or enlarge his 

* theory, very few have read the detail of his expe- 

* riments. His name is indeed reverenced ; but. his 

* works are neglected. We are contented to know 
« that he conquered his opponents, without inquiring 

* what cavils- were produced, again ft him, or by what 

* proofs they were confuted (7 1).' This account, 
we believe, is only in part true. Such perfons as 
enter extenfively into philofophical experiments (and 
gentlemen of this kind are numerous in the pre- 
fent age), do not overlook the difcoveries of Mr. 
Boyle. Dr. Prieftley hath taken care to do juftice to 
them, in his Hiftories of Optics and Electricity ; and 
other in ftances, of a recent nature, might be added, 
wherein the fame juftice hath been rendered to our 
eminent philofopher. 

It is obferved, in note [Z], that the fingle harm 
cenfure which was ever parted on Mr. Boyle, was 
Dr. Swift's * Pious Meditation upon a Broomftick.' 
This, however, though the fact could not be known 
to our learned predeceflbr, is not ftrictly true. An 
exactly fimilar attack was made upon Mr. Boyle, by 
the famous author of Hudibras. In that writer's 
pofthumous works, there is a fatirical imitation of 
Boyle's ftyle, under the title of 1 An occafionai Re- 
« flection on Dr. Charlton's feeling a Dog's Pulfe at 
< Grefham College. By R. B. Efq; To Lynda- 

* more.' There is fuch a finking rcfemblance be- 
tween this and Swift's Meditation on a Broomftick, 
that Mr. Thyer imagines that Dr. Swift took the 
hint from. having either feen or heard of Butler's per- 
formance. The reafon Mr. Thyer aligns for his 
opinion is, that Butler's man ufcripts were communi- 
cated to Acterbury, with whom Swift was acquainted. 
But if, as Mr. Deane Swift afferts, the Meditation 
was written in 1703, it may be doubted, whether 
Dr. Swift's acquaintance with Atterbury did' not. 
commence at a much later period. Mr. Thyer; fa^s^ 
that f Butler has hit on the weak fide of Mr. Boybe'aj 

* character as an author, iince his greateft admirersJ 

* muft confefs, that his ftyle is rather too copious^) 

* difFufe, and circumftantial ; and that his reafonings' 

* and reflections are fometimes too puerile and tri- 

* fling (72).' That his fentences were fometimes 
long and involved, and that they were overcharged 
with parenthefcs, cannot be denied; though this was 


perhaps, in a good meafure, the fault of the age ; 
for it is certain that the fame fault is juftly charge- 
able upon Lord Clarendon. It fhould be remem- 
bered, likewife, with regard to Mr. Boyle's philofo- 
phical difcoveries, that we have cited Dr. Prieftley's 
evidence, that they are recorded with the greateit 
perfpicuity. Whatever were the defects of our great 
■author's ftyle, it was not deftitute of admirers. It 
was imitated by that eminent nonconforming Mr. 
John Howe ; in doing which, he fometimes impaired 
the clearnefs and Iuftre of his own ftrong and fublime 
conceptions. 

Though the Boylean Lecture is a noble inftitution, 
and hath given occafton to many capital defences of 
our holy religion, doubts have, neverthelefs, been 
raifed with refpect to its utility. In this view, Mr. 
Whifton hath related a fomcwhat remarkable circum- 
ftance concerning Dr. Bcntley. That great critic 
demonftrated the being and providence of God, from 
Sir Ifaac Newton's wonderful difcoveries, to fuch a 
degree of fa tisf action/ that a club of fceptks or infi- 
dels tliemfelvcs, who had heard Bentley's fermons, 
when they were afked what they had to fay againft 
them, honcftly owned, that they did not know what 
to fay. But they added, at the fame time, 4 What h 

* this to the fable of Jefus Chrift ?' This circum- 
ftancc occafioned Dr. Bentley to doubt, whether he 
had not done harm to Chriftianity by his fermons ; 
as they might divert infidels from the denial of a God 
and Providence, from which they might always b2 
driven with great eafe, to the picking up of objec- 
tions againft the Bible in general ; which would af- 
ford them a much larger field for contradiction (73). 
The flirewd author of * Chriftianity not founded on 
4 Argument' hath laboured to fix fome inconfiftencies 
upon the Boylean Lecture, and upon the excellent 
perfons who, with fo much fuceefs, have accom- 
plished its cleftgn. Among fuch a number of writers, 
their reafonings will not, in every refpect, and on 
every fubject, be alike important and convincing. 
But, in general, the fermons at Mr. Boyle's Lecture 
have done eminent fervice to the caufe of natural and 
revealed religion, and conftitute a fyftem of evidence 
which no fophiftry or fubtlety can overturn. The 
worthy and learned Bilhop of Carlifle obferves, that 
Dr. Ibbot frands abfoluteiy clear of all the exceptions 
urged in 4 Chriftianity not founded on Argument ;' 
and that he hath fully anfwered the end of the great 
and good founder of the lecture (74). Dr. Ibbot was, 
undoubtedly, a moft able, rational, and judicious 
defender of revelation. We have been forry to fee a 
flight word thrown out upon Mr. Boyle's inftitution, 
by a real friend to religion, and an author of a truly 
clafTic tafte and elegance, with many of whofe faga- 
cious and fenfible obfervations welhall hereafter find 
occafion to adorn our work. We mean the Rev, 
Mr. Knox, who, in his Eflays moral and literary, 
thus exprefTes himfelf : * The fermons that have been 
4 preached at Boyle's Lectures are fome of the beft 

* argued in the En-glidi language; They have been 

* the laboured productions of the moft ingenious 
4 men. But the whole collection never did fo mach 
4 good as a fingle practical difcourfe of Tillot- 

* fon (75).' We do not wifh to difparage Tillotfon, 
or to lefTen the excellency of fermons the object of 
which is practice, and not fpeculation. It is ^ un- 
doubted, that practical fermons ought chiefly to be, 
introduced into the pulpit; and, perhaps, thcrefhas 
been an excefs in making reafonings about the 6Vij 
dence of religion, and a vindication of it from ob- 
jections, the fubject s of tonVmon difcourfes.' But it 
does not hence follow, -thar nothing 1 of* this kind is 
ever to take place. It does"not rtence follow, that 
fuch- an. inftitution as that of Mr. Boyle's may not, 
have been of the moft iignal fervice. It is a fact, 
that the great principles of natural and revealed reli- 
gion are not only disbelieved by many perfons, but 
thad they have been, and continue to be attacked, in 
one' fHape or other, by various writers. Ought not, 
therefore, thefe principles to be defended ; and muft 
not the defence of them contribute to increafe the 
number of rational, firm, and well-informed be- 
lievers? It is< owing to the freedom and fulnefs of 
inquiry and difcuffion, that, amidft all our infidelity, 

there 
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there are, perhaps more Chriftians upon convidion, 
amon* men of education and knowledge, in this 
kingdom, than in any other nation Tft the coun- 
tries, at leaft, where Popery prevails, the true na- 
ture of revelation is fo buried in abfurdity and fuper-^ 
ftition, and the propagation of its genuine do&nnes 
fo cramped by reftraint and perfecution, that the in- 
habitants are almoit wholly divided into ignorant 
bigots, or determined infidels. This is happily not 
the cafe in England. It is to be lamented, that fome 
late writers, with good intentions, feem to want to 
bring us back to a kind cf implicit faith. They 
ought, however, to confider, that in fuch an age as 
this, implicit faith will never reltore the principles of 
religion. The principles of religion mull be built 
on the bafis of fober examination and rational con- 
viction. 

As a natural philofopher, Mr, Boyle did not aim 
at eflablifhing any particular fyftem. He was con- 
tent to purfue the plan laid down by Lord Bacon ; 
and in fo doing, the progiefs he made in experimen- 
tal fcience was very great. The Inperior difcoveries 
which have fince been attained ought not to ieil'en 


our opinion of his high merit : nor will it have that 
effect, in the mind of any judicious and enlarged in- 
quirer into nature. That a fingle man mould go fo 
far, in fo many different objects of purfuit, will be 
rather the matter of furprife. If Mr. Boyle had lived 
in the prefent age, he would have been inexprefllbly 
delighted with the numerous and fuccefsful experi- 
ments which have lately been made with regard to 
electricity, and the various kinds and properties of 
air. He would have efteemed it an happinefs to have 
exifted at an aera when natural knowledge was making 
fuch rapid advances, and would have ardently united 
in accelerating thefe advances. At the fame time, 
what would he have thought of a man, who, with, 
confiderable abilities and learning, could, in fuch a 
period as this, throw contempt on what he calls 
4 experimenting philofophy/ and fay, that, in an- 
cient times, while philofophy flourifoed. Sir Ifaac New- 
ton would not have been dignified with the name of 
a philofopher (76) ? Such a man is the author of the 
treatife, recently publifhed, intitled, * Antien' Me- 
< taphyfics.' K.] 
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BOYLE (Charles), Earl of Orrery in the kingdom of Ireland, and Baron of 
Marfton in the county of Somerfct in Great Britain, was the feeond lbn of Roger, the 
feeond Earl of Orrery, by the Lady Mary Sackville, daughter to Richard, Earl of 
Doriet and Middlefex (a). He was born in 1676, in the month of Auguft, but upon 
what day of the month does not appear, at his father's houfe in Chelfea (b). So much (h) Memoirs of 
care was taken of his education in his junior years, that, when he was but fifteen, he ^i^*** 1 * 
was fit for the Univerfity, and was accordingly entered as a Nobleman of Chrift-Church 
in Oxford, in 1690 (c). He had for his tutors there the celebrated Dr. Francis Atter- 
bury, afterwards Bifhop of Rochefter, and the Reverend Dr. Freind. His application 
to ftudy was fo vigorous, and withal fo conftant, that his friends were not a little ap- 
prehenfive it might prove dangerous to his conftitution, which was none of the 
ftrongeft (d). But, however, Mr. Boyle was not much affected with fuch reprefen- 
tatipns : he knew that fcience was an higher blcfling than life, and was perfuaded that 
death was not a greater evil than ignorance. In fhort, his paffion for letters was fo 
ftrong and fo fincere, that it gained him high reputation in the Univerfity, and recom- 
mended him fo much to the famous Dr. Aldrich, then at the head of that learned 
fociety, that it was originally for his ufe he drew up his learned Compendium of Logic, 
now read at Chrift-Church, and in which he ftyles him the great ornament of our col- 
lege (e). The firfl work that fell from the pen of our illuftrious ftudent, was The Life 
of L2~SAN D E R y tranflated from the Greek of Plutarch, in which performance he 
fhewed his fkill in that language, and the happy talent he poffefTed of writing well in 
his own (f) [/?]. It was this that induced Dean Aldrich, who made a cuftom of 
publilhing annually fome good author or other, to recommend to Mr. Boyle the care 
of a new edition of the Epiftles of Phalaris, to which Mr. Boyle applied himfelf with 
diligence, and font it abroad in the beginning of 1695 (g). This book became acci- f z j Phahridit 
dentally the caufe of a very long and furious difpute, in which it is certain that Agrigentinorum 
Mr. Boyle gain?d a great deal of reputation, and wrote fo extremely well in defence of ZJx^Oxonf' 
his performance, that his adverfary, from fufpetting the Epiftles of Phalaris to be l6 95> 
none of his, becaufe they were written with fo great fkill, began, from the learning 
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[^] The happy talent he poffeffed of writing well in 
his own.] We have Mr. Budgell's authority upon 
this head, in terms much ftronger than have been 
made , ufe of in the text ; and this makes it necelfary 
to explain the matter here. Mr. Budgell's words 1 
are (1): ' The firfl: thing he publifhed while he was a 
V ftudent at Chrift-Church, was a tranflation of the life 
4 ofXyfander, as it nowftands in our Englifh Plutarch's 
' Lives.' It is indeed very true, that we have a 
Tranllauon of Plutarch's Lives by feveral hands, 
which, was undertaken by the advice, carried on by 
the alliance, and the firll volume of it publifhed and 
dedicated, by the immortal Dry deft,, to the great 
Duke of Ormond (2) : but it is certain, that this 
work was undertaken in 1683, consequently when 
Mr. Boyle was but in the eighth year, of his age, and 
feven years before he came to ,the Univerfity. 1 It is 
true indeed, that there have been various editions of 1 
the book fince, and it is not impoffible that altera- 
tions might be made in; fome of thefe editions : but 
in that- which I have before me, printed in 171 1, 
the life of Lyfandcr (3), which is in the third volume, 
ig tranflated by' William Leman, Mafter of Arts, of 
Cambridge. I apprehpnJ, therefore, there is fome 
raiftake ; and that this life of Lyfandcr, by the Ho- 


nourable Charles Boyle, Efq; was written only, and 
not printed ; becaufe I canndt conceive how it fhould 
be left out of fubfequent editions, if it had been in- 
ferted in any fo early as 1694 : at leaft of this opinion 
I lhall remain till I am convinced of the contrary, by 
being fo happy to meet with an edition, in which this 
life, by Mr. Boyle, is inferted. But I think it very 
probable, that fuch a tranllation as this might be his 
fir ft work ; becaufe I have heard from other hands, 
that he tranflated one of the orations of Demofthenes, 
which is certainly publifhed, though I cannot take 
upon me to fay with certainty, which of thofe ora- 
tions it is ; though I was once poflefled of a copy, in 
which that oration was marked by the hand of the 
gentleman from whom I received that information (4) ; ( 4 ) The Hev. 
and I very well remember, that it was obferved this Mr. Knipe, Ca- 
tranflation was not only very exatt, but the harmony non of thrift- 
and turn of the periods were fo happily preferved, Church, 
that it had all the fpirit and beauty of an original. I 
therefore. prefume, that his perfect knowledge of the 
Greek tongue, being firfl manifefted by the tranfla- 
tion of the Life of Lyfander, or fome fuch exercife, 
induced Dean Aldrich to put him upon that work, 
of which mention has been made in the text, -and a 
farther account will be given in the enfuing note. 

fliewn 
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BOYLE (Charles, Earl of Orrery)* 

fhewn in Mr. Boyle's pieces, to doubt whether they were of his compofing [£]. His 
father being dead, and having himfelf quitted the Univerfity, he began to think of 
entering on the ftage of public life; and accordingly, in 1700, he was chofen Mem- 
ber for the town of Huntingdon, which, however, was attended with a petition 5 and 
as he lpoke in fupport of his own election with great vivacity, this brought on a dif- 
pute of another nature with Mr. Wortley In fhort, they fought in Hyde-Park, 
in a gravel-pit near the gate which now leads to Grofvenor- fquare, where, though he 
had the advantage, his lofs of blood was fo great by the wounds he received, that he 
fell into a languifhing condition, from whence it was with difficulty that he reco- 
vered (/). He was chofen twice afterwards for the fame place but his elder brother 
Lionel, Earl of Orrery, dying on the 23d of AugufT, 1703, without iffue (£)> he fuo 
ceeded to that title, and entering into the Queen's fervice, had a regiment given him, 
at the head of which he diftinguifhed himfelf fo remarkably, that, on the 13th of 
October, 1705, he was eledted one of the Knights Companions of the mod ancient 
order of the Thiftle (/). In the fpring of the fucceeding year, he married the Lady 
Elizabeth Cecil, daughter to the Earl of Exeter, by whom he had his only fon John, 
who fucceeded him in his honours and eftates ; but his Lady did not furvive many 
years (m). He was raifed to the rank of a Major-General in the year 1709, and was 
fworn one of her Majefty's mod honourable Privy-Council. At the famous battle of 
the Wood, he gave the ftrongeft proofs of his intrepid courage, remaining at the head 
of his regiment, in the warmeft part of the aftion, till the victory was complete, which, 
as it was one of the moft glorious, fo it was the dearefl bought of any in that >tfar (;/). 
His Lordfhip had alfo the honour of being appointed the Queen's Envoy to the States 
of Brabant and Flanders, in which quality he refided at Bruflels with an appointment 
of ten pounds per diem \ and having difcharged that truft with equal fpirit and diligence, 
her Majefty was pleafed, by letters-patent dated the tenth of September, in the tenth 
year of her reign, to raife him to the dignity of a Britifh Peer, by the title of Lord 
Boyle, Baron of Marfton in Somerfetfhire (<?). On the acceffion of the late King to 
the throne, his Lordfhip was not only continued in his military command as Colonel of 
the Britifti Fuzileers, but was alfo made one of the Lords of the Bedchamber ; and, 
on the third of December, 17 14, was conftituted Lord-Lieutenant and Cuftos-Rotu- 
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£U] 1*0 douht whether they were of his compofing.] 
As the hiftory of this controversy has been already 
given in a former part of this work, f fhall not detain 
the reader long upon it here (5). While Mr. Boyle 
was preparing his edition, he had directed that the 
copy he made ufe of fhould be collated with the ma- 
nufcript in the King's Library, of which Dr. Bentley 
was the keeper ; and it was accordingly collated as 
far as the fortieth epiftle ; but the Doctor being then 
about to go out of town, demanded the manufcript 
from Mr. Bennet, Mr. Boyle's bookfeller ; which 
hindered its being perfectly collated ; of which Mr. 
Boyle having complained in his preface, Dr. Bentley 
took it fo ill, that he was refolved to demolifh the 
reputation which Mr. Boyle had gained by publifhing 
this work (6). It is certain, that Suidas, Stobaeus, 
and Photius, looked upon thefe epiftles as genuine, 
and that fome very great modern critics were of the 
fame opinion ; which might juftify the publifhing a 
new edition of them. There were certain other cir- 
cumftances that gave edge to the Doctor's refent- 
ment ; and, amongft thefe, we may reckon the fol- 
lowing paffage (7) in Sir William Temple's EJfay 
upon' ancient and modern Learning y dedicated to the 
Univerfity of Cambridge : * It may perhaps be fur- 
6 ther affirmed in favour of the ancients, that the 

< oldeft books we have are ftill in their kind the belt, 
f The two molt ancient that I know of in profe, 

* among thofe we call profane authors, are JE fop's 
' Fables, and Phalaris's Epiftles, both living near 
i the fame time, which was that of Cyrus and Py- 
! thagoras. As the firft has been agreed, by all ages 
« ilnce, for the greateft m after in his kind, and all 
« others of that fort have been but imitations of his 
« original ; fo I think the Epiftles of Phalaris to have 

* more grace, more fpirit, more force of wit and ge- 

* nius, than any others I have ever feen, either an- 

* cient or modern. I know feveral learned men, 

< or that ufually pa fs for fuch, under the name of 

* critics, have not efteemed them genuine; and Po- 

* litian, with fome others, have afcribed them to 

* Lucian : but I think he mure have little lkill in 

* painting that cannot find out this to be an original ; 

* fuch diverfity of paffions upon fuch variety of 

* actions, and paffages of life and government ; fuch 

* freedom of thought, fuch boldnefs of exprefllon, 

* fuch bounty to his friends, fuch fcorn of his ene- 

V0L. II. 


* mles, fuch honour of learned men, fuch efteem of 
c good, fuch knowledge of life, fuch contempt of 

* death, with fuch fiercenefs of nature, and cruelty 

* of revenge, could never be reprefented but by him 
f that pofleffed them ; and I efteem Lucian to have 
c been no more capable of writing, than of acting, 

* what Phalaris did. In all one writ, you find the 

* fcholar or the fophift ; and in all the other, the 
e tyrant and the commander.' Mr. William Wot- 
ton, a very knowing as well as a very learned man, 
having written again ft this celebrated piece of Sir 
William Temple, Dr. Bentley fubjoined to his friend's 
book his Diflertation upon the Epiftles of Phalaris, 
in which he gives a character of them diametrically 

oppofite to that before quoted (8). 4 It would be (g) Diflertafiori 

* endlefs,' fays he, * to Ihew all the fillinefs and on Phalaris* 3 

* impertinency in the matter of thefe epiftles ; for, E pi ftle8 « 

* take them in the whole bulk, they are a fardle of 
4 common-places, without either life or fpirit, from 

* action and circumftance. You feel, by the empti- 

* nefs and deadnefs of them, that you converfe with 
1 fome dreaming pedant, with his elbow on his defk ; 

* not with an active, ambitious tyrant, with his hand 

* on his fword, commanding a million of fubjects : 

* all that takes or affects you, is a ftiffnefs, ftateli- 
' nefs, and operofenefs of ftyle ; but as that is im- 
c proper and unbecoming in all epiftles, fo e Specially 
' it is quite aliene from the character of Phalaris, a 
' man of bufinefs and difpatch.' To this Diflertation 
Mr. Boyle replied with great fpirit and learning; 
and the controverfy foon grew fo warm, that many, 
and thofe too no inconfiderable authors, engaged 
therein with great heat and violence. The truth of 
the matter was, that it became rather a party quarrel 
between the friends and enemies of Chrift-Church in 
Oxford, than a ferious difpute as to the genuinenefs 
of Phalaris's Epiftles ; fo that the critics being on one 
fide, and the wits on the other, it became very diffi- 
cult to know whether truth was with either. A 
learned writer, I mean Dr. Henry Felton, faid a very 
handfome thing upon our author's difpute, with 

which we mail conclude this account of it (9). Per- (9) Diflertation 
haps (fays he) Mr. Boyle'j book in defence of Phalaris °n reading the 
will be charged upon fome fophift too : yet* takinv it for 9 la ^ cs ' a ? d „ 

. - . - 1 ■ r t\ -n 1 , s , J forming a lull 

genuine at prejent, if we own Dr. Bentley is the better style, p. 59.- 
critic, we muft acknowledge his ant agon if is much the 
genteeleft writer. 
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BOYLE (Charles, Earl of Orrery). 

brum of the county of Someriet, having at that time an equal fliare in his Majefty's 
confidence and favour (p). However, in the year 1716, while the King was at Hano- 
ver, his regiment was taken from him ; upon which his Lordlhip thought proper to 
refign his poft of Lord of the Bedchamber. After this time his Lordfhip did not 
meddle much with public affairs (q). He did, indeed," attend the Houfe of Peers very 
conflantly when in town, and voted agreeably to his fentiments, in regard to all mat- 
ters of importance 5 but, notwithftanding his extraordinary talents and great experience, 
he was no fpeaker (r). Things continued in this fituation for fome years: but, upon 
the breaking out of what was called Layer's plot, his Lordfhip was fo unfortunate as to 
fall under the fufpicion of the Government ; and, on the 27th of September, 1722, he 
was feized at his houfe at Britwell, at the fame time that his Secretary, who was then 
in town, was taken into cuftody likewife ; and his papers, in both places, were fe- 
cured (j). He was brought up to town immediately, and examined before the Privy- 
Council, after which he was committed to the Tower. Upon the fitting of the Par- 
liament about a month afterwards, the confent of the Houfe of Lords was afked, and 
obtained, for continuing his confinement. This lafted the longer, by reafon of the 
fufpenfion of the Habeas Corpus aft for a twelvemonth ; and was fo much the harder 
upon his Lordfhip, as his conftitution was weak, and the fmall fliare of health he had 
was chiefly preierved to him by the ufe of conftant exercife (/). After fix months im- 
priibnment, upon the application of the learned Dr. Mead, fetting forth how low he 
was reduced by a confinement in the higheft degree dangerous to one of his tender con- 
ftitution, he was admitted to bail ; the late Earl of Burlington, and the late Lord 
Carleton, becoming iureties, each in twenty thoufand pounds; and his Lordlhip en* 
tering into a recognizance of thirty thoufand more, for his appearance (u). But, after 
the ftridleft inquiries, there was nothing found that could be efteemed a fufficient 
ground for a profecution of any kind ; fo that, after paffing through the ufual forms, 
he was abfolutely difcharged. This accident is thought to have had confiderable effects 
upon his declining conftitution, though he furvived it feveral years, and maintained 
the fame freedom, livelinefs, and fweetnefs of temper, to thelaft; dying unexpectedly, 
after a very fhort indifpofition, on the 28th of Auguft, 1731, in the fifty-fixth year of 
his age, extremely beloved and regretted (w). He refembled, in his temper and 
character, and not a little alfo in his fortunes, his illuftrious anceftor the firft Earl of 
Orrery. Like him, he was an Author, a Soldier, and a Statefman. His parts were 
very quick, and yet, with much vivacity, he was capable of clofe thinking, and pro- 
found meditation. His learning was folid, not pedantic; and though he did not affedt 
the orator in public, yet, in private converfation, no man fpoke with greater eafe to 
himfelf, or pleafure to thofe who heard him (*). His ftudies were of a mixed nature, 
and his application to them much greater than the world imagined : of which, how- 
ever, convincing proofs remain [C]. As an officer, he was generally efteemed and 

beloved ; 


ft) Memoirs of 
the Family of 
Boyle.. 


(u) Oldnrnxon's 
Hifiory of the 
Stuarts, Vol. ii. 
p. 738. 


fiv) ColHns'f 
Peerage, Vol, iv« 
p. 261. 


f x) From the 

information of 
thofe who were 
his intimate ac* 
quaintance. 


(10) In the fe- 
cond Volume of 
the Works of 
Roger, Earl of 
Oirery, 


(n) Budgcll's 
Memoirs of the 
Family of the 
Boyles, p. 136. 


[C] Of which, however, cdnvincing proofs remain.] 
We have already feen what he could perform when a 
very young man ; and it is not eafy to fuppofe, that 
if his genius for learning had not been fomewhat ex- 
traordinary, a maji of Dean Aldrich's figure and 
character in the world would have paid him fuch 
compliments, as he did in his preface to his Compen- 
dium of Logic, mentioned in the text : nor can one 
readily imagine, that the wits would fo warmly, and 
fo unanimoufly, have efpoufed his caufe, if they had 
not been fully fatisfied of his having a good title to 
be one of the number. He wrote a comedy, in- 
titled, As you find it, which was acted with great ap- 
plaufe, and is now printed (10); though, I think, 
he would never allow it in his lifetime. The only 
fault that was ever found with this performance, is 
(as Mr. Budgell truly fays), that it has too much <wit ; 
and if this cenfure has occafioned that dearth that has 
fince happened, we ought not to be too forward in 
commending his Lordmip's play to polterity. He 
wrote alfo fongs and occafional poems, particularly 
a copy of verfes prefixed to Dr. Garth's Difpenfary ; 
and a prologue to Mr. Southern's play, called The 
Fate of Capua : but thefe were only amufements for 
his vacant hours ; his favourite ftudies were of 
another nature, as fufficiently appears in that noble 
inftrument which bears his name, and will make it 
known to diftant nations and lateft ages ; a machine 
contrived to reprefe.'it, mechanically, the Solar Syf- 
tem, according to the fentiments of the new aftrono- 
mers, and the bare execution of which is faid to have 
gone very neaivturning the head of the ingenious 
artificer who made it (i i). His Lordfhip had alfo a 
ftrong inclination towards Phyfic, which induced him 
not only to buy, and read, whatever was publilhed 
upon that fubject, but put him alfo upon obtaining 
from his friends Botanical and Phyfical accounts of 


herbs and drugs, when they refided in foreign coun- 
tries. Thefe circumftances abundantly juftify all 
that is faid of him in the text, and clearly demon- 
strate, that he was an honour to his family, and to 
his country. c. 

. %* [The principal literary circumftance in the 
life of this nobleman was his controverfy with Ben-* 
tley, of which a large account hath been given in the 
article of that eminent critic. A learned corre- 
fpondent hath fent us an extract from Mr. Boyle's 
own preface to Phalaris's' Epiftles, which fuggefts 
feveral good reafons againft their being genuine. He 
fays, « Non facile poterant literac et a viro tarn in- 

* figni fcripta?, et in fuo genere abfoiutac ultra 1000 

* annos ignotae penitus latere; neque cum Siculis 

* fcriptoribus placuerit femper dialedus Dorica, 

* Agrigentinorum, qui antiquitus Dores erant, ty- 

* rannus alia uti debuit. Stylus nihil habct rege 

* indignum, nifi quod in antithefi fit nimius, ct in- 

* terdum frigidior. Adverti etiam, quod ferant non- 
' nunquam epiftoke nomina, etfi id fortuitum efle 

* poffit, quae ad earum materiem fida videantur; 
' q«od, ft vera refert Diodorus Siculus, Taurome* 

nium, ad cujus cives hicaudor fcribit, eteonditam 
fuiue et eo nomine donatam poft Naxum a Diony- 

* fio juniore dirutam, adum eft de Phalaridis titulo, 

* et ruit omnis male fuftentata conjeduris audoritas/ 
Thus Mr. Boyle himfelf confefles, that letters writ- 
ten by fo remarkable a man could not eafily be con- 
cealed for more than a thoufand years ; that Phalaris 
ought to have made ufe of the Doric dialed ; that 
his ftyle, though otherwife not unworthy of a King, 
abounds too much in antithefis, and is fometimes 
frigid ; that the Epiftles feem occafionally to be ad- 
dreffed to fiditious perfons, adapted to the fubjed ; 
and that, if Diodorus's account be true of the time 

in 


BOYLE (John, Earl of Cork and Orrery). $1$ 

beloved ; for, with a courage fearlefs of danger, he had as much prudence and cir- 
cumfpe&ion as thofe who had muoh greater experience. His foldiers loved him en- 
tirely, his fuperior officers admired and confided in him ; his Sovereign knew him fit 
for, and trufted him in, the moft important negociations (y). As a ftatefman, his (y) seethe Pre- 

r rvi 1 ■ • • . • ° ^ i - i tt f j • n amble to his Pt- 

notions were perfectly clear, as his intentions were entirely upright. He had a juit tent> bcforc 
concern for the intereft, honour, and glory of his country, which he manifefted upon citcd - 
all occafions, without courting popularity, or fearing power. He was a lover of learn- 
ing, and a friend to learned men ; an excellent m after, a tender father, and beneficent 
to all with whom he had any thing to do. His frailties were few, and thofe of a nature 
the moft excufable, as proceeding chiefly from his conftitution, and tending rather to 
his own detriment than to that of others (z). He was happy in the general efteem of (*) Sudgciri^ 
his country, and in the particular affedtion borne him by his friends ; which was the Bo e y 7 e °s, r8 p ! z 4 £ 
lefs to be wondered at, fince he was himfelf remarkably fteady in his affedtions, and 
never thought any difference of fortune could juftify the flighteft declenfion in friend- 
fhip : but, with all his warmth of this kind, he had a coldnefs in another, which was 
no lefs extraordinary ; he not only forgave, but forgot, injuries; and never revenged 
them, otherwife than by rendering unexpected fervices to thofe from whom he had 
received them. 

In which Tauromenium was built, and received its the Agronomical Inftrument, fo called, was not con- 
name, their authority falls to the ground. trived by Charles Earl of Orrery, but by Graham 
In the Index to the firft edition of the Biographia the celebrated watchmaker, who honoured it with 
Britannica, under the word ' Orrery,' it is faid, that the name of that Earl, his patron. K.] 
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*#* [BOYLE (John), Earl of Cork and Orrery, a nobleman who added frefh luftre 
to the name he bore, and the family from which he had the honour of being defcended, 
was the only fon and heir of Charles, the fourth Earl of Orrery (the fubjetft of the pre- 
ceding article), by the Lady Elizabeth Cecil, daughter of John, Earl of Exeter {a). He 
was born on the ad of January, 1706-7, and put early under the tuition of Mr, Fenton, 
the author of Mariamne, and one of the coadjutors of Mr. Pope in the tranflation of 
the Odyfley. By Mr. Fenton Lord Boyle was inftru£ted in Englifh ; and carried 
through the Latin tongue, from the age of feven to thirteen. Between this amiable 
poet and his noble pupil a conftant and free friendfhip fubfifted ; and his Lordfhip al- 
ways fpoke of him, after his deceafe, and often with tears, as c one of the worthieft 
c and modelled men that ever adorned the court of Apollo (£).' After pafling through 
Weftminfter fchool, Lord Boyle was admitted, as a nobleman, at Chrift-Churchj 
Oxford 3 of which college, as we have already feen, his father had been a diftinguifhed 
ornament. One of his firft poetical eflays was the following anfwer to fome verfes by 
Mrs. Rowe, on an unfuccefsful attempt to draw his pidture : 

c No " air of wit," no " beauteous grace I boaft j' 5 

* My charms are native innocence at moft. 
c Alike thy pencil and thy numbers charm, 
c Glad every eye, and every bofom warm ! 
c Mature in years, if e'er I chance to tread 

* Where vice triumphant rears aloft her head, 

* Ev'n there the paths of virtue I'll purfue, 

c And own my fair and kind direftor you (r).* 

When the Earl of Orrery was committed prifoner to the Tower, on account of 
Layer's plot, fuch was the filial piety of his fon, that he earneftly entreated to be fhut 
up with his noble father : but; this indulgence was thought too confiderable to be 
granted (d). Not long after Lord Boyle had completed the twenty-firft year of his 
age, he married, on the 9th of May, 1728, Lady Harriet Hamilton, the third and 
youngeft daughter of George, Earl of Orkney (<?). Though this marriage had the 
entire approbation of Lord Orrery, it unfortunately happened that a diflenfion arofe 
between the two Earls, which put the young couple into a very delicate and difficult 
fituation. Lord Boyle maintained, at the fame time, the tendered affection for his 
moft amiable and deferving wife, and the higheft regard and attachment to his father. 
The Earl of Orrery, however, was too much irritated, by the family quarrel, to fee, 
at firft, his fon's condufl in a proper point of light. But his excellent underftanding 
could not fail, in the end, of getting the better of his prejudices. Such a father and 
fuch a fon could not long be difunited. Accordingly, a reconciliation took place ; 
and the little coldnefs which had fubfifted between them, ferved but the more to en- 
dear them to each other. The Earl of Orrery was fo much pleafed with Lord Boyle, 
that he could fcarcely be eafy without him ; and, indeed, when in town, they were 
feldom afunder (/). It is to be lamented, that this happinefs was rendered very tran- 
sient, by the unexpected death of Lord Orrery ; and that the ftroke was embittered by 
a circumftance peculiarly painful and afte&ing to his noble fon and fucceflbr. The 
father, whilft under the impreflion of his diflenfion with the Earl of Orkney, had made 
a will, by which he had bequeathed to Chrift-Church, Oxford, his valuable library, 
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confiding of above ten thoufand volumes, together with a very fine collection of ma- 
thematical inftruments. The only exceptions, in favour of Lord Boyle, were the Jour- 
nals of the Houfe of Peers, and fueh books as related to the Englifh hiftpry and con- 
ftitution. The Earl of Orrery left, beMe£ though he was greatly in debt, feveral 
confiderable legacies to perfons nowife related to him. Upon his reconciliation with 
his Ton, he determined to alter his will, and had even fent for his lawyer with that 
view, when the fuddennefs of his deceafe prevented the execution of his juft and rea- 
fonable defign {g). The young Lord Orrery, with a true filial piety and generofity, 
inftead of iuffering his father's effects to be fold, took his debts upon himfelf, and ful- 
filled the bequefts, by paying the legacies, and fending the books and mathematical 
inftruments, within the limited time (b), to Chrift- Church. The lofs, however, of a 
parent, thus aggravated and embittered, left a deep impreflion upon his mind [/*] ; 
and was fucceeded by a fit of illnefs, which endangered his life, and obliged him to 
repair to Bath. Whilft he was in that city, he received a letter from a friend, with a 
copy of verfes inclofed, exhorting him to difpel his grief by poetry, and to fhew that 
Bath could infpire, as well as Tunbridge; from which place he had written fome hu- 
morous verfes the year before. To this letter his Lordfliip returned the following 
anlwer : 

c Nor Bath, nor Tunbridge, can my lays infpire, 
f Nor radiant beauty make me- ftrike the lyre ; 
c Far from the bufy crowd, I fit forlorn, 
( And figh in fecret, and in filence mourn : 
c Nor of my anguifh ever find an end; 
c I weep a father, but I've loft a friend (*"). 

In a few months Lord Orrery fo far recovered his health and fpirits, as to be able to 
attend his public duty as an Englifh Baron. He took his feat in the Houfe of Peers 
in the feffion of parliament which opened on the 1 3 th of January, 1731-32 ; and foon 
diftinguifhed himfelf, by a fpeech in oppofition to the miniftry, againft the mutiny- 
bill; the inconfiftency of a ftanding army with the liberties of a free people being, at 
that period, the topic conftantly infilled upon by the patriotic party. Though no 
notice is taken of his Lordfhip's fpeech in Timberland's Debates, it is certain that he 
acquired confiderable credit on this occafion. Mr. Budgell, in the dedication to his 
Memoirs of the Family of the Boyles (publifhed in 1732), celebrates our noble Lord, 
as having difplayed the united forces of reafon and eloquence (k) •> and Mr. Ford, in a 
letter to Dr. Swift, written in the fame year, mentions, with pleafure, a charadter 
which the Dean had given of the Earl of Orrery, and fays, that he was extremely ap- 
plauded for a fpeech he made againft the army-bill (/). The approbation which his 
Lordfliip received, in this firft exertion of his parliamentary talents, did not encourage 
him to become a public fpeaker. We meet with only another inftance in which he 
took any active part in a debate; and that was on the 13th of February, 1733-4, in 
favour of the Duke of Marlborough's bill, for preventing the.oiEcers ofthe land-forces 
from being deprived of their commhfions, otherwife than by judgment of a court- 
martial, to be held for that purpofe, or by addrefs of either houfe of parliament (w). 
The delicacy of Lord Orrery's health, his patjion for private life, and the occafions he 
had of fometii^es refiding in Ireland, feem to liave precluded him from a very conftant 
and regular attendance in the Englifh Houfe of Peers. However, he> did not fail to 
go thither, when he apprehended himfelf to be called to it by particular duty; and we 
find his name to a confiderable number of the protefts, which were fo frequent during 
the grand oppofition to Sir Robert Walpole's adminiftration [£]. 

In 
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[J] Left a deep imprejjion upon his mind.] Mr. 
Duncombe juftly obferves, that his feejings and be- 
haviour, on this trying occafion, cannot fo well be 
exprefled as in his own words, written to his fecoricl 
fon twenty years after. * Give me leave to own,' 
fays he, ' how feniibly I felt the force of an arrow 

* directed from your grandfather's hand. The 

* wound, I believe, was not defigned to be Lifting. 

* It was given in a paflion, and upon an extrabrdi- 

* nary occafion ; but afterwards he was fo defirous to 

■ heal it, by a return of the greateft degree of friend- 

* mip and affeftion, that he had directed the rc- 

* maining fear to be entirely erafed, wTien his u'nex- 

* peeled and too fudden death prevented the cdm- 

* pletion of his kind intentions, and the perfection 
' of my cure. With difficulty I furvived the mock. 

* As it was not in my power to avpid the fevere de- 
1 cree, I obeyeel ; and, by my obedience, htye flafi 
f tered myfelf.that I fubmitted to the will of HeaVen! 

* However, I have fince thought that* I [could not 

* offer a more grateful facrifice to his manes, than by 
f excrtipe tjhofe faculties which he had^ at firft, cul- 
9 tivated with fo much care, arid had def>refled, at 

■ laft, only perhaps to raife them higher (1).' With 

3 


an allufion, doubtlefs, to this \ fevere decree,' in z 
letter to Mr. Southeme in 1733, fpeaking of his fons, 
then children, * I lam my,' fays his Lordfliip, * who 

* is lefs fedate than his brother, contents himfelf with 
' his tops and his marbles, without inquiring into 
f the natural caufes of things. By this means the 
c youngeft bids fair to be the favourite ; for, I find, 

* I mult give the other a rap over the head in my 
4 will, or the next age will Cjuite forget me (2).' 
By the way, this letter to Mr. Southerhe, which is a 
long one. affords a very pleafipg view of Lord Or- 
rery's difpofition, and of his, manner of life at 
Marfton. 

[2?] Find bis name to a confiderable number of pro- 
Ujfc\\ The following are the protefts in which he 
joined.. March 7, 173 1-2, againft allowing above 
M^opqijien for the army, lyiarch 29, three times, 
againft the rejection of fo nuiny claufes propofed in 
the fait bill. Feb. i 3V 1733-3 \ on the Dulie of 
Marlborough's bill's being refuted after the fdcond 
reading. The fame day, on a negative's being put 
on Lord Carteret's motion, for addrefling the King 
concerning the removal of the Duke of Bolton and 
Lord Cobham from their regiments. March 6, on 

the 


(2) Letters of 
eminent Perfoni 
deceafed, Vol. ti« 
p. 43, 44. ad 
edition. 
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In the fummer of 1732, the Earl of Orrery went over to Ireland to re-eftablifli his 
affairs, which were much embarraffed by the villany of his father's agent. As the 
family feat at Charleville had been Burnt to the ground, by a party of King James's 
army, in 1690, his Lordfliip refided fometimes with a friend at that place, and fome- 
times at Cork. Whilft: he was in this city, he met with a moft fevere affliction in the 
lofs of his Countefs, who died on the 22d of Auguft, 1732 (n). The character of this fjjjJJJJ^ 1 
amiable lady has been drawn by Lord Orrery himfelf, in his Obfervations on Pliny : 

If pureft virtue, fenfe refin'd in youth, 
Religious wifdom, and a love of truth, 
A mind that knew no thought ignobly mean, 
A temper fweetly cheerful, yet ferene, 
c A breaft that glow'd with thofe immortal fires 
c Which godlike charity alone infpires ; 
€ If theie could lengthen fate's tremendous doom, 
c And fnatch one moment from the gaping tomb, 
* Death had relenting thrown his dart afide, 

c And Harriet, Oh ! my Harriet had not died (0).' (°) MM- p- 1 ** 

3 J V ' Lord Orrery's 

The Countefs was interred with her anceflors at Taplow in Bucks ; and Mr. S. Weflcy, Plin y> Vo! * i; ; 
in a poem on her death, fully difplayed her excellent qualities and virtues. Mr. Theo* p * x8 *' 3 dedlt « 
bald did the fame, in his dedication of Shakefpeare's Works to the Earl. The dedi- 
cation, it feems, was originally intended for her Ladyfhip 5 and, therefore, Lord Or- 
rery is reprefented as fucceeding to it by the melancholy right of executorfhip. Mr. 
Theobald profeffes to have borrowed many hints from hearing his patron converfe on 
Shakefpeare; and adds, 4 Your Lordfliip may reafonably deny the lofs of the jewels 
* which I have difparaged in the unartful fetting (p). y Such language, however, muft (P) Duncomhe, 
be confidered as partly complimentary; for if the Earl of Orrery had contributed any u ^ upra% p * 1X9 
material criticifms upon our great dramatic poet, they would undoubtedly have been ^ r o s ; k ^ 0 y e J 1 8 i 
diitindtly fpecified. Some pathetic verfes on the death of the Countefs, dated Marfton, P . 166? ° ' u 
Dec. 17, 1734, were addreffed by his Lordfhip to Mrs. Rowe, who lived in his neigh- 
bourhood, and with whom he had an intimate friendfhip during the latter part of her 
# life. How much this ingenious and excellent lady valued his efteem and regard, is 

evident from her obferving, that c his approbation would be her vanity and boaft, if 
f fhe could but perfuade herlelf fhe deferved it (j)/ The houfe where fhe was born (?) tetters by 
belonged to him ; and he always pafled by it, after her deceafe, with the utmoft vene- ^Zns^e^ % 
ration. It appears, from Mrs. Rowe's pofthumous letter to his Lordfhip, that he had Vol. a. P . 67/ 
charged her with € a meflage to his Henrietta (Harriet), when fhe met her gentle ipirit 
^uncombe's c ; ri t h e blifsful regions (r)> 

x U ' * Whilft our noble Lord refided in Ireland, he commenced a friendfhip with Dean 

Swift, which produced alio that of Mr. Pope. The Earl having fent a copy of verfes to 
hn Nov d -o Ub " t ' ie Dean, on his birth-day (j), they were fo pleafing to that celebrated genius, that 
1732. ' J ' he begged the author < to accept his moft humble thanks for the honour done him by 
c fo excellent a performance on fo barren a fubjeft.' c In fpite/ fays the Dean, c of 
c thofe who love me not, it will be faid in future ages, that one of Lord Orrery's firft 
c e flays in poetry was thefe verfes on Dr. Swift (/)/ There are, indeed, feveral evi- CO Swift** 
dences, in Pope's and Swift's letters, of the fincere efteem they entertained for his ^^*^ 0 i.* viii 
Lordfhip. We cannot forbear inferting, in a note, the fignal teftimony of Dr. Swift D '^voi.xxiii. 
to his charadter [C], when Mrs. Barber was defirous of dedicating her poems to the Duncombe, m 

Earl M ra * 

the rejection of the Marquis of Tweedale's motion, Lordfliip, written by the Dean from Dublin, Au- 

that the election of the Scots Peers be by ballot, gufl 20, 1733, and is as follows : 

March 18, on the Duke of Bedford's motion againft 

undue influence in the election of the Scots Peers. * My Lord, 

March 29, 1734, againft the King's being empower- < J LATELY received a letter from Mrs. Barber, 
ed to augment his forces by fea and land during the « wherein Ihe defires my opinion about dedicating 
recefs of parliament. Feb. 28, 1734-35, on the pe- * her poems to your Lordfhip ; and feems in pain to 
tition of certain Peers of Scotland, complaining of * know how far fhe may be allowed to draw your 
illegal practices in the election of the Sixteen Peers * character, which is a right claimed by all dedica- 
tor that kingdom. The fame day, againft the refo- ' tors : and fhe thinks this the more incumbent on 
lution for difmiffing the faid petition, and againft the * her, from the furpriilng inftances of your generofity 
(3) Timber- motion to adjourn. April 17, 1735, on the bill for * and favour that fhe hath already received, and 
land's Hiftory regulating quarters. May 9, on the queftion's pan"- ' which fhe hath been fo unfaftuonable to publifh 
of theH^ufe of* in S in tne negative, whether the Scotch Habeas Car- < wherever fhe goes. This makes her apprehend, 
Lords, Vol. iv. pus bill mould be committed. From this time we do 1 that all fhe can fay to your Lordfhip's advantage 
p. 62— 64- 84— not find our noble Lord's name among the protefting * will be interpreted as the mere effect of flattery, 
88. 201—203. Peers, till we come to the proteft which followed the « under the ftyle and title of gratitude. 
2g 8 ~ 2 86' 24 *o S ran ^ debate relative to the convention on the ift of f I fent her word, that I could be of no fervice to 
— 412*425. 428° March, 1738-39. His Lordfhip was alfo among the ' her upon this article : yet I confefs, my Lord, that 
434. 484. 487! protefters upon three other occafions : May 27, 1741, * all thofe who are thoroughly acquainted with her, 
518—520. on the difmiflion of the bill to indemnify evidences * will impute her encomiums to a fincere, but over- 
Vol.vi. p. 186. a g a i n ft Robert, Earl of Orford ; Jan. 31, 1743-44, « flowing fpirit of thankfulnefs, as well as to the 
Vol viii 1 againft continuing the Hanoverian forces in the Bri- ' humble opinion fhe hath of herfelf ; although the 
^.^n. p. 74 t ' in p a ^. and May 2, 1746, againft Great Britain's * world in general may poflibly continue in its ufual 
Coikaion of carrying on the war, as a principal, in Flanders (3), ' fentiments, and lift her in the common herd of 
Lords Protcfts, [£] <fhe ftgnal teftimony of Dr. Swift to his cbarac- 1 dedicators. 

Vol.11. P . 220 Ur -i Thrj teftimony is contained in a letter to his 1 Therefore, upon the moft mature deliberation, 

— 2X0. 23©— XT TT * / T) t T 
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Earl of Orrery. Mr. Pope having written, about this time, his epitaph on Mr. Gay, 
it gave occafion to the following lines, by our noble author : 

c Entomb'd with Kings though Gay's cold allies lie, 

€ A nobler monument thy ftrains fupply. 

* Thy matchleis mufe, ftill faithful to thy friend, 

c By courts unaw'd, his virtues dares commend. 

c Lamented Gay, forget thy treatment paft, 

c Look down and fee thy merit crown'd at laft ! 

c A deftiny more glorious who can hope, 

c In life belov'd, in death bemoan'd by Pope (u) V 

In O&ober 1733, Lord Orrery returned to England ; and, having now no attach- 
ment to London, he difpofed of his houfe in Downing-ftreet, Weftminfter, as like- 
wife of his feat at Britwell near Windfor,. and retired to his feat at Marfton in Somer- 
fetfhire. As this place had been much neglefted by his anceftors, and was little more 
than a fhell of a large old houfe, he amufed himfelf in building offices, in fitting out 
and furnifhing apartments, and laying out gardens and other plantations. Study and 
retirement being his principal pleafures, he took care to fupply the lofs he had fuftained 
from his father's will, by furnifhing his library anew with the beft authors. In the 
fummer of 1734, probably in his way to France, where he fometimes went, he vifited the 
tomb of his anceftors, Roger Boyle, Efq; and Joan his wife, in Prefton-church, near 
Feverfham. This monument, when the title of Earl of Cork devolved upon him, he 
intended to have repaired, if his life had been prolonged (w). In the middle of the 
year 1735, we find him again in Ireland. On the 31ft of October, in the fame year, an 
amiable relation, and a molt promifing youth, Edmund, Duke of Buckingham, died 
at Rome ; upon which melancholy event, Lord Orrery paid a juft tribute to the memory 
of the young Nobleman, in an elegiac poem. It was printed in 1736 (*), and is one 
of the mod pleafing fpecimens which our author hath afforded of his poetical abilities. 
In the winter of 1735-6, the Duke of Dorfet being then Lord-Lieutenant of Ireland, the 
Earl of Orrery was very obliging to him during the whole Sefllon, and negledted no op- 
portunity of endeavouring to render his adminiftration eafy. If Dr. Swift is to be cre- 
dited, Ireland was about that time in a wretched condition. As a proof of it, the Dean 
aflerted, in a letter to Mr. Pope, that Lord Orrery had 3000 1. a year in the neigh- 
bourhood of Cork, and that more than three years rent was unpaid (y). In April 1737, 
his Lordlhip, who was then at Cork, earneftly prefled Dr. Swift to accompany him to 
England; but the Doctor, who never faw Marfton, did not accept the invitation. 
Lord Orrery took over with him to Mr. Pope all the letters of that great poet to Swift, 
which the Dean had preferved, or could find ; and they were not more in number 
than twenty-five. About this time, our noble author, that his fons might be educated 
under his own eye, and alfo have the benefit of attending Weftminfter fchool, took a 
fmall houfe in Duke-ftreet, Weftminfter. On the 30th of June, 1738, the Earl of Or- 
rery, after having been fix years a widower, married, in Ireland, Mrs. Margaret Ha- 
milton, only daughter and heirefs of John Hamilton, Efq; of Caledon, in the county 
of Tyrone, grand-daughter of Dr. Dopping, Bifhop of Meath, and niece of Dr. Dop- 
ping, Bifhop t)f Offory. Swift, in a letter to Mils Hamilton, on her intended nuptials, 
after pretending a prior claim, as ftie had made fo many advances to him, and confefled 
€ herfelf to be nobody's goddefs but his,' archly waves it, and politely c permits Lord 
c Orrery to make himfelf the happieft man in the world ; as I know not, he adds, any 
1 Lady in this kingdom of fo good fenfe, or fo many accomplifhments.' He gives a 
great character of her, likewife, in his laft printed letter to Mr. Pope (z). In this 
Lady, the Earl of Orrery, with gratitude to Heaven, acknowledged that the lofs of 
piiny?VoUi. his f° rmer Countefs was repaired (a). In 1739, he publilhed a new edition, in two vo- 
f . 182. " lumes, oftavo, of the Dramatic Works of his great-grandfather. Though thefe vo- 
lumes cannot be particularly valuable, they are become fo fcarce, that we were not able 
to procure them when we wifhed to fee our author's opinion concerning his anceftor's 
poetry. In 1741 he publifhed feparately, in folio, c the firft Ode of the firft Book of 


(u ) Duncombe, 


p. xiv, xv, 


fx) ForBrln<U 
ley, in folio* 


(y) Duncombe* 

p. xvii. 

Pope's Works, 
Vol. vi. p. 305. 
Edition of 1776J 
nmo % 


(z.) DuncomWs 
Preface, p, xix. 


I concluded that the office of fetting out your Lord- 
fhip's character will not come properly from her 
pen, for her own reafons ; I mean, the great fa- 
vours you have already conferred on her ; and God 
forbid that your character Ihould not have a much 
ftronger fupport ! You are hourly gaining the love, 
efteem, and refpecl:, of wife and good men ; and, 
in due time, if Mrs. Barber can have but a little 
patience, you will bring them all over, in both 
kingdoms, to a man. I confefs the number is not 
great ; but that is not your Lordihip's fault ; and 
therefore, in reafon, you ought to be contented. 
* I guefs the topics Ihe intends to infill on ; your 
learning, your genius, your affability, generofity, 
the love you bear to your native country, and your 
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companion for this ; the goodnefs of your nature, 
your humility, modefty, and condefcenfion ; your 
moft agreeable conversation, fuited to all tempers, 
conditions, and understandings : perhaps flic may 
be fo weak to add the regularity of your life ; that 
you believe a God and Providence ; that you are a 
firm Chriftian, according to the do&rine of the 
church eftabliflied in both kingdoms. 
' Thefe, and other topics, I imagine, Mrs. Bar- 
ber defigns to infill on, in the dedication of her 
poems to your Lordihip ; but I think fhe will bet- 
ter fhew her prudence by omitting them all. And 
yet, my Lord, I cannot disapprove of her ambition, 
fo juftly placed, in the choice of a patron (4.)/ 

c Horace 


(4) Swift's 
Workt, Vol. 
xxiii. p. 210- 

222. 
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c Horace imitated, and inferibed to the Earl of Chefterfield and f Pyrrha : an Imita- 
f tion of the fifth Ode of the firft gook of Horace {b): In the preface to the laft, Lord [ b J z ^^T \ 
Orrery characterifes Dacier's and Sanadon's tranflations, and makes fome obfervations communicated 
on Horace, which ihew that he entered, with great tafte and fpirit, into the peculiar ^ e u e s d by E I r ^ c 
excellencies of that poet. Our ingenious Nobleman, in 1742, gave to the public, in 
one volume, folio, the State Letters of his great-grandfather, the firft Earl ; to which 
were prefixed Morrice's Memoirs of that eminent Statefman. On the 25th of Auguft, 
1743, his Lordlhip was prefented, by the Univerfity of Oxford, to the honorary degree 
of Doftor of Civil Law -> and he was, likewife, a Fellow of the Royal Society- Lord 
Boyle, in 1746, being fettled at Oxford, and Mr. Boyle in the College at Weftminfter, 
their father quitted London, and fixed his refidence at Caledon in Ireland. During one 
of his occafional vifits to England, after the publication of the fecond volume of the 
Biographia Britannica, he thanked Dr. Campbell, c in the name of all the Boyles, for 
c the honour he had done to them, and to his own judgment, by placing the family in 
c fuch a light as to give a lpirit of emulation to thofe who were hereafter to inherit the 
( e ) Duncombe, c title (c). y All who have read the five preceding articles, will be fenfible that this 
vbijupra, p. was a juft tribute of refpect to that excellent Biographer. Lord Orrery refided in Ire- 
' land, with very little intermiffion, from 1746 to 1750 ; happy in that domeftic tran- 

quillity, that fludious retirement and inactivity from which, as he himfelf exprefled it, 
he was fcarcely ever drawn but with the utmoft reluctance (d). c Whenever, as he ob- (*) Duncombe, 
c ferved in a private letter, we ftep out of domeftic life in fearch of felicity, we come 
c back again difappointed, tired, and chagrined. One day pafled under our own roof, 
c with our friends and our family, is worth a thoufapd in any other place. The noife 
< and buftle, or, as they are fooliihly called, the diverfions of life, are defpicable and 
c taftelefs when once we have experienced the real delight of a firefide (<?).' Thefe fen- (e) Duncomfe; 
timentSj which do fo much honour to the redtitude of his Lordiliip's underltanding, p- xxii > xxiiu 
and the goodnefs of his heart, refleft, at the fame time, a juft reproach on the abfurd 
and criminal diffipation that prevails, for the moft part, among perlbns of rank and 
fortune. During the Earl of Orrery's refidence in Ireland, he employed his leifure in 
laying out gardens and plantations at Caledon, and in improving and adorning its fine 
fituation. On his return to Marfton, he continued his alterations and improvements in 
the houfe aiid gardens at that place, many of the plans for which were defigned by Lord 
Boyle, who had a tafte for architecture. In the mean while, the amulement of our 
noble author's winter evenings was his Tranfiation of f the Letters of Pliny the Younger, 
c with Obfervations on each Letter, and an ElTay on Pliny's Life, addrefTed to Charles 
t Lord Boyle.' The EiTay is dated Leicefter Fields, January 27, 1750-1 3 and, to- 
gether with the Tranfiation, was published at London [D], in the following April, in 
two volumes quarto. This work met with fo good a reception from the public, that 
three editions of it, in oCtavo, have fince been printed. In the fummer of the fame 
year, Lord Orrery addreffed to his fecond fon, Hamilton, a Series of Letters, contain- 
ing f Remarks on the Life and Writings of Dr. Swift, Dean of St. Patrick's, Dublin (7V CP^-v^h 
This performance, which is very entertaining, and went through five editions in little 
more than a year's time, gave occafion to many ftriCtnres and publications, that will 
fall more properly under our notice when we come to the article of Swift. There, too, 
will be the fitteft place for confidering, whether our noble author violated his friendfliip 
to the Dean, in fully reprefenting the defetts, as well as the excellencies of his character. 

On the 3d of December, 17531 by the death of Richard the third Earl of Burlington, 
and fourth Earl of Cork, without iffue male [£], Lord Orrery fucceeded to that Noble- 
man's 


[£>] Was publijbed at London .] Befides what relates 
more immediately to Pliny, the Earl of Orrery 
hath introduced, in the Eflay, a long account of 
the Roman Palaeftra, and a Diflertation on the mo- 
narchy and fenate of Rome. Thefe are digreffions 
v/hich feem to be fomewhat out of place. However, 
they mew the author's knowledge of the Roman anti- 
quities and hiftory ; and were written more with a 
view to the inftrucuon of his fon, than to the inform- 
ation of the public. He hath given, we think, a 
very juft reprefentation of the character of Pliny, and 
of the merit of his letters. With regard to Lord Or- 
rery's tranfiation, it will fcarcely be afferted, that it 
entirely comes up to the elegance of Mr. Melmoth's. 
With refpedl to the obfervations, annexed to the let- 
ters, we fully agree in the juftnefs of the following 
commendation, by a periodical critic. c The ob- 

* fervations his Lordfhip has made on each letter, 

* make not only a very considerable, but a very ufe- 
< ful part of the work. They carry in them fuch 

* lively traces of a benevolent, candid, modeft, and up- 

* right heart, as cannot but give the greater!: pleafure 
x to every one who reads them attentively. As the 

* work feem s to have been compofed principally with 

* a view to the ufe and entertainment of Lord Boyle, 


e his Lordfhip's obfervations confift, in a great mea- 

* fure, of fuch moral reflections, as a virtuous and 
' fenfible father would make', in reading Pliny with 
' his fon ; and we are perfuaded, it will contribute 

* not a little to the reader's pleafure, to obferve the 

* many ftrokes of paternal tendernefs and affection. 
c that appear in them, and the earneft concern to 
' form this young nobleman to piety, virtue, and 

* public fpirit : an amiable example, and well wor- 
1 thy of imitation 1 As a farther commendation of 
' this work, we lhall mention one particular more 
' (though we are fenfible that, in fuch an age as this, 
f there are many who will look upon it as a weak- 

* nefs in this ingenious Nobleman's characler), and 
' it is this ; the great regard and veneration his 
< Lordfhip has, in more places of his work than one, 

tellified for the Chriftian religion (5).' (5) Monthly 

[E] Third Earl of Burlington, &c] This Noble- Review, Vol. it, 
man was born on the 25th of April, 1695 5 an< ^ was ? " 4 *' 
married, on the 21ft of March, 1 720-1, to the Lady 
Dorothy Savile, the eldeft of the two daughters and 
co-heirs of William Savile, Marcjuis of Halifax. By 
this Lady, Lord Burlington had three daughters, the 
youngeft of whom, Charlotte, alone furvived him. 
She \yas married to the late Duke of Devonfhire, 

when 
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man's Irifti titles. Thefe were, Earl of Cork, Vifcount DungarVan, and Lord Boyle, 
Baron of Youghall(^). About this time, Mr. Moore undertook the periodical publi- 
cation called < The World;' c that bow of Ulyffes, lays Mr. Buncombe, in which it 
< was the fafhion for men of rank and genius to try their flrength.' Among the reft, 
our noble author contributed three papers, viz. No. 47, 68, 161. The two firft are 
papers of fome humour, intended to ridicule the praftice of duelling, as it prevailed in 
the lafl age j and the third is a father's account of his fon, whofe wcakneis of temper 
was filth, that he could not refift the temptation to indulgences for which, in himfelf, 
he had no inclination. The numbers 60 and 170, in the fame Colleftion, were written 
by Mr. Hamilton Boyle. The defign of them is to expofe the folly of giving vails to 
fervants, and the abfurdity of an oftentatious and ill-dire£ted charity to public hofpitals. 
Thefe two papers, which are drawn up with vivacity, elegance, and humour, are a full 
proof that, if this young Nobleman's life had been continued, it would have been in his 
power to have added new literary honour to his illuftrious name and family. The Earl 
of Cork was a contributor, likewife, to the < ConnoifTeur,' carried on by Mr. Thornton 
and Mr. Colman. In the laft number of this publication, G. K,, which was his Lord- 
fhip's fignature, is diftinguilhed, by the ingenious authors, as their € earlieft and moft 
c frequent correfpondent j' and c we are forry,' they add, f that he will not allow us to 
c mention his name; fince it would reflect as much credit on our work, as we are fure 
c will redound to it from his compofitions.' His communications to the f ConnoifTeur' 
were the moft part of No. 14 and 17 ; the letter figned Goliah Englifli, in No. 19 : 
great part of No. 33 and 40; and the letters, figned c Reginald Fitzworm,' < Michael 
Krawbridge,' c Moles Orthodox,' and c Thomas Vainall,' in No. 102, 107, 113, and 
129. Thefe papers are chiefly of the humorous kind; and they confirm, in no fmalt 
degree, Mr. Buncombe's character of our author, that c for humour, innocent humour, 
c no one had a truer tafte, or better talent (£).' On the 20th of September, 1754, the 
Earl and Countefs of Cork, with their daughter Lady Lucy Boyle, began a tour to 
Italy. His Lordfhip's chief objett was Florence, in which city and its neighbourhood 
he refided nearly a year. Whiift he was at that place, he prefented to the Academy 
della Crufca, his friend Br. Samuel Johnfon's Englifh Dictionary. Lord Cork's inve- 
terate enemy, the gout, introduced by a fevere winter, overtook him even in Italy, 
and prevented his attendance on the exercifes of the Academy. He enjoyed, at Flo- 
rence, a general efteem, and, by a free converfation with books and men, and the 
a Alliance of manufcripts, collected materials for the Hiftory of Tufcany, which he in- 
tended to write in a Series of Letters, twelve of which only he lived to finifh (/). In 
November, 1755, he arrived at Marfton, having, in his return to England, on account 
of the commencement of the war with France, gone through Germany and part of Hol- 
land. The fituation of public affairs, in this country, at the beginning of the year 1757, 
being fuch as required, in our national councils, the utmoft exertion of wifdom and in- 
tegrity, one of Lord Cork's friends urged him, in an ode, of which the following lines 
are the conclufion, to exchange his retirement for a more adtive fcene : 

€ To Laureftinum's groves retir'd, 

c Your Pliny fled from care, 
I Yet when his country's voice requir'd, 

< He fill'd the Conful's chair. 
€ Then, like that Conful, lend your aid 

c To prop our tott'ring walls, 
€ For Rome demands you from the fhade, 

c And hoary Nerva calls.' 

When Br. Swift's f Hiftory of the four laft Years of Queen Anne' appeared in 1758, 
and it was reported that our noble Lord had confented to the publication of that perni- 
cious piece, he requefted his friends to contradict the report. His opinion was, that 
the more the work was examined, the lefs it would anfwer the end either of the author 
or of the publiiher (k). In that year, his Lordfhip fuftained, by the death of his ex- 
cellent Lady, Margaret Countefs of Cork and Orrery, the fevereft domeftic affliction 
which could befal him. She departed this life, after a fhort illnefs, on the 24th of No- 
vember, in lodgings at Knight/bridge, to which fhe had been removed, at her own 


when Marquis of Harrington, and was mother to the 
prefent Duke. On the 1 8th of June, 1730, the 
Earl of Burlington was inftalled one of the Knights 
Companions of the moft noble Order of the Garter ; 
and in the fame month of the next year, he was con- 
ltituted Captain of the Band of Gentlemen Penfion- 
ers. In 1732, being at the city of York, the Lord 
Mayor, Aldownen, and Corporation, fent a deputa- 
tion to return their thanks to him for the favour he 
had done them in building their aflembly-room, and 
for his other benefactions to the city, and to beg his 
acceptance of the freedom of it ; which was, ac- 
cordingly, prefented to him in a gold box. In 1733, 


he refigned his place of Captain of the Band of Pen- 
fioners. After this he lived retired, employing him- 
felf in adorning his gardens at Chifwick, and in con- 
ftrucling feveral pieces of architecture. On this fub- 
jec~t, he was confulted by the nobility and gentry of 
his acquaintance, and he was a benefactor towards the 
building of various public edifices (6). To him was 
owing the restoration of the portico of Covent Garden 
church to its original beauty. In fhort, he was an 
encourager of all the liberal arts ; and, particularly, 
by his fine tafte and fltill in architecture, he obtained 
the titles gf the Britifh Vitruvius, and the Britifh Pal- 
ladio. 

5 requeft* 
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requefi:, a few days before, from a tender apprehenfion that her Lord would quit his 
houfe, juft taken, in MarlborougI>ftreet, if Ihe died there. This fhock, however, he 
fupported with the refignation becoming a man and a chriftian. We have already fee a 
the high opinion which Dr. Swift entertained of her Ladyfhip. Mr. and Mrs. Griffiths, 
in a valuable collection, entitled, € Letters between Henry and Frances,' have given 
the following moft pleafing, and yet true character of the Countefs. € Her affability 
€ and unaffected manners, fays Henry, not lefs than her food, which is little more than 
c bread and pulfe, milk and water, would befit a cabin ; while her tafte, fpirit, and 
c politenefs might become a palace/ Frances as juftly obferves, f dignity without 
* pride, good-humour without folly, wit without fatire, charity without oftentation, 
c and philofophy with the extremeft quicknefs of underftanding and tendernefs of heart, 
c are all joined in the amiable compofition of that unaffectedly good woman (I). The 
Earl of Cork, in his diftrefs, took refuge, like Pliny, in his ftudies, as the belt retreat 
from grief, and publifhed, in the beginning of the year 1759, in one volume, o£tavo, 
from an original manufcript, prefented to him by a relation {m) > f Memoirs of the Life (**) Lady EH* 
c of Robert Gary, Earl of Monmouth.' Our author accompanied the Memoirs with a a^ghte/tori^' 
Preface, and explanatory Notes, and prefixed a fhort but tender Dedication to his ehi of Mladic 
youngeft fon, c though laft not leatt in love.' It is dated Marlborough-ftreet, Janu- ' * 
a 17 13, 1759, and figned, c Now, alas! your only parent.' There is, alio, as a fron- 
tispiece, engraved from an old painting by Marc Garrard, c the Royal proceflion of 
€ Queen Elizabeth, to vifit her coufin german Henry Lord Hunfdon, Governor of 
c Berwick.' A fecond edition of the Memoirs appeared in 1760 (n). Mrs. Lennox (n) Duncombe^ 
was confiderably indebted to Lord Cork, in her tranilation of Brumoy's Greek Theatre, /Jpra^. tL $ 
publifhed in 1759. The preface was written by him ; and he alfo tranflated f The Dif- ***** 
' courfe upon the Theatre of the Greeks,' f The Original of Tragedy,' and c The Pa- 
c rallel of the Theatres.' Some fmaller things, of his Lordfliip's writing, will be men- 
tioned in the note \_F], On September the 16th, 1759, the Earl of Cork had the cala- 
mity of lofing his eldeft fon, Charles Lord Vifcount Dungarvan. Though the declining 
ftate of health, under which this young Nobleman long laboured, had prepared his fa- 
mily and friends for the ftroke, yet it could not avoid being deeply felt by his affection- 
ate father. The Earl furvived the lofs of his fon about three years, during which he 
divided his time between his houfe in Great George-ftreet, Weftminlter, and his feat in 
Somerfetfhire. An hereditary gout, which all his temperance could only parry, not 
iubdue, put a comparatively early period to his earthly exiftence, at Marfton Houfe, 
on the 1 6th of November, 1762, in the 56th year of his age. His remains were depo- 
fited near to thofe of his fecond Lady, in the burial-place of his family in Frome 
church (0). By his fir ft Countefs his Lordfhip had three children, Charles, born Janu- 
ary 27, 1728-9; Hamilton, born February 23, 1729-30 ; and Elizabeth, born May 
7, 173 1. Charles, Lord Vifcount Dungarvan, died, as we have feen, before his fa- 
ther. He married, on the 4th of May, 1754, Mils Sufanna Hoare, eldeft daughter of 
Henry Hoare, Efq; of Stourhead, in Wiltshire, by whom he left one daughter. His 
relift was afterwards married to Thomas Lord Bruce, now Earl of Aylefbury. Hamil- 
ton, Lord Cork's fecond ion, was matriculated at Oxford, on the 14th of June, 1748, 
and was admitted Student of Chrift-Church in December following. On the 15th of 
May, 1755, he proceeded regularly to the degree of LL. B. At his father's deceafe 
he Succeeded him as Earl of Cork and Orrery. In 1763, he was created LL. D. by 
diploma, and, at the fame time, was appointed High Steward of the Univerfity of 
Oxford, by the Earl of Litchfield, the Chancellor. He continued ftudent of Chrift- 
Church, on a faculty, till his death, which happened at Marfton Houfe on the 17th 
of January, 1764. He died unmarried. The mafterly manner in which he adted the 
part of Ignoramus, and fpoke the epilogue, in the Dormitory at Weftminfter, in De- 
cember 1747, did great credit to his genius, and will long be remembered by his 
friends and contemporaries. Lady Elizabeth Boyle was married in March 1750, to 
Thomas Worfley, Efqj afterwards Sir Thomas Worfley, Bart, by whofe deceafe ftie 
hath become a widow. John Earl of Cork had, by his fecond Lady, two children, 
Edmund, born November 21, 1742, and Lucy, born May 27, 1744. Edmund, on 


(7) Mr. Reed 
has reminded us 
of fome of thefe 
Imaller pieces. 


[F] Will be mentioned in the note.] In the Gentle- 
man's Magazine, for 1741* p. 325, are fome verfes 
by Lord Orrery, to Mrs. Ca^far. In 1791, he wrote 
the prologue to Mallet's Alfred. Several of his let- 
ters are to be met with in Swift's Works. In Der- 
rick's Letters, Vol. II. p. 17, there is, likewife, one 
from his Lordfhip to that gentleman, dated Novem- 
ber 25, 1760 (7). 

In his Tranflation of Pliny, befides a poetical ver- 
fion of a number of paflages quoted from the ancient 
dailies, there are interfperfed feveral fin all original 
pieces. We mall tranferibe our author's lines upon 
the Love of Britons for Liberty, as they difplay his 
own fentiments and feelings on the fubjecl. 

* With native freedom, as with courage bleft, 

* Chains, and each mark of thraldom we deteft. 

Vol. II. 


* 'Tis Heaven's high gift* 'tis Nature's great decree, 
€ That none be flaves, whom God himfelf made free. 
' Revere we ought thofe powers which we entruft, 

* But to ourfelves be refolutely j ulr ; 

* Scorn bafe corruption, nor, like flaves, difown 

* The laws that fix'd our Monarch in his throne : 

* For well we know, by Truth's eternal rules, 

r Where flaves are fubjects, fubjecls muft be fools* 

1 Exert but reafon, liberty will reign, 

1 And tyranny exalt her impious head, in vain 

Lord Orrery's public principles may be farther feen 
in the excellent advice which he gives to his fon Ha- 
milton, in the laft letter of the Remarks on Swift's 
Life and Writings. 
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the death of his brother Hamilton, fucceeded to the titles and eftate of his family, and 
is the feventh Earl of Cork and Orrery. He married, on the 25th of Auguft, 1764, 
Mifs Anne Courtenay, one of the daughters and co-heirs of Kellond Courtenay, Efq; 
Knight of the Shire for the county of Huntingdon ; by which Lady his Lordfhip hath 
feveral children. Lady Lucy Boyle was married, on July the 10th, 1765, to George 
Lord Vifcount Torrington (p). 

The laft work of the noble author, who is the fubjed of the prefent article, was 
pofthumous. It is his c Letters from Italy [G],' written, in the years 1754 and 1755, 
to William Duncombe* Efqj and publifhed, in 1774, by the Rev. Mr. John Dun- 
combe, who well knew, and highly efteemed Lord Cork's talents and virtues (q). Mr. 
Duncombe hath prefixed a Life of his Lordfhip, to which we have been principally in- 
debted for being enabled to do juftice to his memory ; and with the conclufion of 
which we fhall elofe our account of this ingenious, accomplifhed, and virtuous 
Nobleman. ( The character of John Earl of Cork, as a writer and as a man, may 
partly be collected from his own works, and partly from the teftimonies which have 
been given of him by fome of the moft diftinguifhed among his contemporaries. I 
fhall only beg leave to add, that, in every domeftic and focial relation, in all the en- 
dearing connections of life, as a hufband, a father, a friend, a m after, he had few 
equals. The luftre which he received from rank and title, and from the perfonal 
merit of his family, he reflected back, unimpaired and undiminifhed ; and though 
the poft of honour" which he chofe and preferred was fC a private ftation," though 
he was neither a ftatefman nor a Ibldier, like the firft Lord Cork, the firft Lord Or- 
rery, and his own father ; the rival of Palladio, like the late Lord Burlington ; or the 
rival of Bacon, like Mr. Robert Boyle ; yet in a general tafte for literature, or, as 
they are commonly called, polite ftudies, he was by no means inferior to his anceftors. 
Being much in the great world at the beginning of his life, he defpiied and detefted 
it when he arrived at years of reflection. His conftitution was never ftrong, and he 
was very thankful that it was not fo ; as his health was a true and no very irkfome 
excufe to avoid thofe fcenes, by which his body would have been hurt, and his mind 
offended. He loved truth even to a degree of adoration. He was a real chriftian 
and, as fuch, " conftantly hoped for a better life, there trufting to know the real 
caufes of thofe effefts, which here ftruck him with wonder, but not with doubt V 
On the whole, it may be eafy to trace, in feveral inftances, a ftriking refemblance 
between him and his favourite Roman. Though they both had feats in the fenates of 
their refpeCtive countries, the one, by his employments, being a magiftrate and a 
judge, and the other, by birth, a judge and a legiflator, yet in privacy and retire- 
ment, at Tufculum and Marfton, among their families, their books, and their 
friends, they pafted their happieft hours. Irreproachable were their morals : for tem- 
perance, in particular, and fweetnefs of nature, they were both diftinguiftied. The 
early imprefllon which was made on the mind of the nephew, by his uncle's cataftro- 
phe at Vefuvius, could not exceed the fhock which the fon received from his father's 
will. Fond as they both were of rural eafe, for rural fports they had neither inclina- 
tion nor leifure. In conjugal love they were both twice happy. Great as were the 
tafte, the judgment, the virtue and affedtion of Calpurnia, the late Countefs of Cork 
was in every refpeft her equal. " Pliny treated his domeftics as his friends, and la- 
mented theft- deaths as if he had been their parent f." No lefs exemplary as a m after 
was the Earl of Cork; and even his domeftics of the brute creation had their labours 
rewarded with tendernefs, and their lives prolonged by attention J. For poetry, though 
few of Pliny's verfes are tranfmitted to us, they both had a talent. In familiar epiftles 
they both excelled. " Pliny, in fome of his letters, is an hiftorical writer § he had 
been advifed by many of his friends to write a hiftory ; and, according to Cafliodorus, 
he put the advice into execution ||. Hiftorical alfo are many of the following letters *, 
and if time had permitted the author to complete a work there mentioned, he would 
have been ranked by pofterity among the beft hiftorians of Florence. To a tafte for 
literature, and a thirft for knowledge, both the Roman and the Briton had, as it were, 
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PC] His Letters from Italy ^ The ^Letters from 
Italy are not the lead valuable part of the Earl of 
Cork's works. They are written in an agreeable and 
concife manner, and contain much information. His 
reflections, in general, are fuch as do equal honour 
to his underftanding and his heart. The fragments 
he hath interfperfed of the Florentine Hiftory are par- 
ticularly curious ; and, indeed, fome of the facts he 
has related are very extraordinary, and, we believe, 
were not heretofore known, at lead in this country. 
Whence he drew his intelligence does not appear, ex- 
cepting that he fays he had it from manufcripts. 

In Lord Cork's third letter, he hath drawn a cha- 
racter of Lewis the XIV th of France, which we think 
(9) P. 27—30. far too favourable to the memory of that monarch (9). 

Lewis, notwithftanding his agreeable and fplendid 
private qualities, was fo unjuft and faithlefs in his po- 


litical enterprlfes, and fo perfecuting in his religious 
conduct, that the friends to mankind mould hold him 
out as an object of deteftation. A few exterior ao 
complifhments and talents ought not fo far to blind 
the judgment, as to prevent a fevere fentence of con- 
demnation from being palled on fuch a tyrant. 

. Our author's cenfure of the Englifh fneer, mews 
his fagacity of obfervation. 1 Our feparation from 

* the continent, fays he, gives us peculiarities, which 

* other nations have not. It gives us that fliynefs, 

* that obftinate, filent, rude referve, which we prac- 
4 tife towards ourfelves and all the reft of the world. 

* The fneer, that proud, vain, cowardly fnecr, 

* which fupplies the want of wit, and difcovers the 

* abundance of ill-nature, is entirely and lhamefully 

' our own (10).' (lo) P I4J- 

€ a kind 
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c a kind of hereditary right : in particular, Pliny the elder has been compared, as aphi- 
c loibpher, by Lord Cork himfelf, fo his own great relation Mr. Robert Boyle *. Equally 
c happy were the Conful and the Peer in their private friendfhips. What Arria and 
c Fannia were to the one, Mrs. Rowe, the Britifh Philomela, was to the other. If 
' Pliny had his Martial and Italicus, Lord Orrery had his Southerne and Fenton. And, 
€ to complete the parallel, as Suetonius and Tacitus, the two beft writers that Rome 
1 then produced, were the friends and correfpondents of Pliny, his tranflator was no 
c lefs fortunate in the friendfhip and correfpondence of Swift and Pope/] K. 

BOYSE, BOYS or BOIS (John), an eminent Divine, and one of the Trans- 
lators of the Bible, in the reign of King James I (a). He was the fon of Mr. William 
Bois, Redlor of Weft Stowe near St. Edmunds-Bury in Suffolk ; and his mother was 
defcended of an ancient and honourable family in that county, and was alfo in herfelf a 
valuable woman, as we learn from our author in a fhort character he drew of her 
This John Bois, who was their only furviving fon, was born at Netdeftead in Suffolk, 
January 3, 1560 (£). He fpent his infancy in the houfe of his father, who taught him 
with great induftry the firft rudiments of learning ; infomuch that when John had at- 
tained the age of five years, he read the Bible in Hebrew, and not only wrote that lan- 
guage Intelligibly, but in a fair and elegant character by that time he was fix (c). He 
went afterwards to Hadley fchool, where he contracted an intimate acquaintance with that age, were 
John Overall, afterwards Dean of St. Paul's, Bifhop of Norwich, and his colleague in 1'*™*% t £ e thc 
the tranflation of the Bible (d), as the reader will hereafter find. At the age of four- Rev. Mr. Dow- 
teen he was fent to the Univerfity of Cambridge, where he was admitted of St. John's of CottenhamTn 
College, March 1, 1575, under the tuition of Mr. Henry Coppinger. There he the me of Ely. 
quickly diftinguifhed himfelf by his great fkill in the Greek language, of which he gave 
a ftrong inftance by writing letters therein to the m after and fenior fellows, when he 
had been but half a year at college, and thereby obtained a fcholarfhip (e). He after- 
wards applied himfelf to his ftudies fo clofely, that it was common for him in the fu ai- 
mer time to go to the Univerfity Library at four in the morning, and continue there 
till eight in the evening without any intermiffion (f). He was eledted Fellow when he 
had the fmall-pox, and was (to preferve his feniority) carried wrapped up in blankets J" iia™y>S 
to be admitted (g). He firft intended to have applied himfelf to Phyfic, but fancying ^cambHdgl" 
himfelf affected with every difeafe of which he read, he quitted that fcience for Divi- 
nity, and on June 21, 1583, he was ordained Deacon, by Dr. Freake Bifhop of Nor-^ 
wich, and the next day, by virtue of a difpenfation, Prieft (b). He was chief Greek 
Lefturer in his college ten years together, all which time he read diligently every day, 
and for feveral years he voluntarily read a Greek Lecture at four in the morning in his 
own chamber, which was frequented by moft of the Fellows. On the death of his fa- 
ther, he fucceeded him in the reftory of Weft Stowe ; but his mother going to live with 
her brother, he refigned that preferment, though he might have kept it with his Fel- 
lowfhip (/). At the age of thirty fix, he married the daughter of Mr* Holt, Redtor of 
Boxworth, and fucceeded him in that living Oftober 13, 1596; and on his quitting 
the Univerfity, the College gave him 100 1. His wife being very young, and himfelf 
wholly addidted to his ftudies, their affairs took an unhappy turn ; fo that finding him- 
felf deeply in debt, he was forced to fell his choice collection of books, which affliCted 
him fo much, that he had thoughts of quitting his native country. He was however 
foon brought to a reconciliation with his wife ; and they lived together many years after 
in perfect harmony [5]. When he began to be acquainted with the neighbouring 
(*;Moftofthefe clergy, he agreed with twelve of them to meet every Friday at one of their houfes by 
ci f u To1kfteci turns, to give an account of their ftudies, and to make a joint improvement of their 
from the au- feveral labours (k). He ufually kept fjme young fcholar in his houfe 3 for the inftruc- 
rnsaim^nacks 11 tion of his own children, and the poorer fort of the town ; as well as for the benefit of 
anj other books, feveral gentlemen's children who were fent to board with him. When King James L 
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thies in Suffolk, 

P- 7*« . 
Cambridge 
Worthies, MS, 
p. 191. 


( ) Some pieces 
of his writing at 


(e) Peck's Dc*- 
fiderata Curiofa, 
ubi fupra, p* 42* 


(f) Dr. Watker 
was informed of 


fg) Peck's De- 

ficierata Curiofa, 
id h i fupra* 

(b) 7M. 


(1) We have 
thefe particulars 
from Dr. Wal- 
ker's own know- 
leJge. 


(1) Walker's 
Life of our Au- 
thor, in Peck's 
Defirierata Curi- 
ofa, Vol. ii. 
lib. viii. p. 32, 
39« 


[A] Short char after he drew of herJ\ Her brother 
was patron of Weft Stowe, to which he prefented our 
author's father. The account which Mr. Bois him- 
felf gives of his mother, was written in her Common- 
Prayer book, in the words following (1). * This 

* was my mother's book, my good mother's book. 
c Her name was firfl Mirabel Poolye ; and then after- 

* wards Mirabel Bois ; being fo called by the name 

* of her hufband, my father, William Bois ; who 

* lived in the Miniftry diverfe years, and was buried 
« at a village, not above four miles from St. Ed- 
« mund's Bury, called Weft Stowe, where he had 

* been paftor, and remained fo till the time of his 

* death. My mother overlived my father about ten 

* years. For being much alike in years when they 

* married ; my father died anno actatis fuse lxviii, and 

* my mother lxxviii, plus minus. She had read the 

* Bible over twelve times, and the Book of Martyrs 

* twice ; befides other books not a few/ It was his 
cuflom to write fuch kind of notes (agreeably to their 


nature) in all his books, many inftances of which are 
ftill in the hands of the curious (2). 

[B] In perf eft harmony.] The village of Boxworth 
lies in the hundred of Papworth, in the county of 
Cambridge, and at the diftance of about five miles 
from that univerfity. It was an advowfon which he 
enjoyed in right of his wife ; who, together with the 
living, was bequeathed to him by her dying father. 
He lived with the former forty-five, and enjoyed the 
latter forty-feven years. * We are told by the writer 
of his life, that notwithstanding this accident at the 
beginning of their wedlock, yet Mr. Bois continued 
to leave all domeflic affairs to her management j which 
fhews how fincerely he was reconciled, notwithstand- 
ing the lofs of his library touched him to the quick : 
for befides his having in it almoft every Greek author 
then extant, he fold it to a lofs as great as the fum to 
which the debt paid by what it produced, amounted 
(3). Such are frequently the deplor ble diftrefTes of 
men of great merit, and too much modefty 1 

directed 


(z) The author 
of this note has 
feen feveral of 
thefe Memoranda 
in the hands of 
clergymen at 
Cambridge, Ely» 
and other places-. 


If) Peck's Defi* 
dcrata Curiofa, 
Vol. ti« p. 46. 
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directed a new Tranflation to be made of the Bible, by perfons of the greateft learning, 
as well at London as the two Univerfities, Mr. Boia was elected one of the Cambridge 
Translators, and not only performed his own, but alfo the part that was afilgned to 
another, with great reputation, though with no profit ; for, excepting his commons, 
he had no allowance made him for his clofe attendance from Monday morning to Sa- 
turday evening, in the discharge of this employment (I). As this was an undertaking [^J^l^T 
worthy of its royal author, fo it was admirably conducted, and at length brought to a UT/u^l^p 
happy conclufion [C]. Four years were ipent in this firft for vice, and then three copies 

being 

[C] Brought to a happy conclufion,] The hiftory of lege, and afterwards Matter of Gonvll and Caiu9 


(4) Collier's 
Eccl. Hjft. Vol. 
ii. p. 183. 


(5) Heylvn's 
Hift. of the Re- 
fer in at ion, p, 9, 


(6) Burnett 
Hift. of the Re- 


this tranflation of the Bible, which is that dill in ufe, 
deferves particular notice. There had been feveral 
before, and great objections had been made again ft 
them all. The firft was that of William Tyndall, 
which brought himfelf, as well as his book, to the 
flames (4). However, the people of England were 
fo well pleafed with his performance, that, to get it 
out of their hands, the Bifhops made a new tranfla- 
tion, to which a learned and pious preface, written 
by ArchbiiLop Cranmer, was prefixed, together with 
King Henry VIII.'s inftructions ; and to give it Hill 
greater credit, it was recommended to the people by 
a royal proclamation, dated May 6, 1541 (5). In 
the reign of Edward VI. there was another tranfla- 
tion, printed in 1549 ; but this, as well as the 'for- 
mer, was not divided into verfes. Queen Elizabeth 
directed a commiflion to feveral Bifhops, commanding 
them to review both tranflations, and by their care 
came out a third, called from thence the Bifhops 
Bible (6), which had hitherto been ufed ; but after 


College. 3. Dr. RadclyfTe, one of the fenior Fel- 
lows of Trinity College. 4. Mr. Samuel Ward, 
Fellow of Emanuel College, afterwards D. D. and 
Mailer of Sidney College, and Margaret Profcftbr of 
Divinity. 5. Mr. Andrew Dovvnes, Fellow of St. 
John's College, and Greek ProfefTor. 6. Mr. John 
Bois, Rector of Box fworth in Cambridgefhire. 7. Mr, 
Ward, Fellow of Queen's College, and afterwards 
Prebendary of Chichefter, and Rector of Bifhop Wal- 
tham in Hampfhire. V. The four Gofpels, A els of 
the Apoftles, and Apocalypfe, to be tranfiated by 
eighjt perfons at Oxford, viz. 1. Dr. Thomas Ravis* 
Dean of Chrift Church, afterwards Bifliop of London- 
2. Dr. George Abbot, Matter of Univerfi ty College, 
and afterwards Archbifhop of Canterbury. 3. Mr. 
Eedes. 4. Mr. Thomfon. 5. Mr. Henry Savile, 
6. Dr. Peryn. 7. Mr. Ravens. 8. Mr. Harmer. 
VI. The Epiftles to be tranfiated by feven at Weft- 
minfler, viz. 1. Dr. William Barlow, of Trinity 
Hall, in Cambridge, Dean of Chefter, and after- 


the Hampton-Court conference, King James,, deter- wards fucceflively Bifhop of Rochefter and Lincoln 


p. 406 

(7) St.ype's 
Life of Arch- 
bifhop Whitgift, 
p. 590, 591. 

(8) Fuller's Ch. 
Hift. Book x. 
p. 45. 


formation, P. 11. mined to remedy the defects then complained of, car 
ried immediately into execution a defign (7) he had 
before meditated, of procuring a fourth tranflation ; 
which he committed to the care of forty-feven reve- 
rend and learned perfons, divided into fix companies, 
in the following manner (8). I. The Pentateuch, 
Jofhua, Judges, Ruth, firft and fecond books of Sa- 
muel, firft and fecond books of Kings, to be tranf- 
iated by ten perfons at Weftminfter, viz. 1. Lance-, 
lot Andrews, D. D. Dean of Weftminfter, afterwards 
Bifhop of Winchefter. 2. John Overall, D. D. 
Dean of S<t. Paul's, afterwards Bifhop of Norwich. 
3. Hadrianus a Saravia, D. D. 4. Dr. Clarke, Fel- 
low of Ch rift's College in Cambridge, Preacher in 
Canterbury. 5. Dr. John Laifield, Fellow of Tri- 
nity College, Cambridge, Rector of St. Clement 
Danes : he being well fkilled in architecture, his 
judgment was much relied on with regard to the fa- 
bric of the Tabernacle and Temple. 6. Dr. Leigh, 
Archdeacon of Middlcfex, and Rector of Allhallows, 
Barking. 7. Mr. Francis Burgley. 8. Mr. King. 
9. Mr. ThompfoB. 10. Mr. William Bedwell, of 
Cambridge, Vicar of Tottenham High-Crofs. II. 
The firft and fecond books of Chronicles, Ezra, Ne- 
liemiah, E finer, Job, Pfalms, Proverbs, Ecdefi- 
aftes, and Canticles, to be tranfiated by eight per- 
fons at Cambridge, viz. 1. Mr. Lively. 2. Mr. 
John Richardfon, Fellow of Emanuel College, after- 
wards D. D. M after fuft of Peter Houfe, and then of 
Trinity College. 3. Mr. Laurence Chaderton, af- 
terwards D. D. Fellow of Chrift's, and Mailer of 
Emanuel College. 
Chrift's College. 

wards D.D. Brother to the Bifhop of Winchefter, 
and Mafter of Jefus College. 6. Mr. Harrifon, 
Vice-Mafter of Trinity College. 7. Mr. Robert 
Spalding, Fellow of St. John's College, and Profef- 


2. Dr. Hutchenfon. 3. Dr. Spencer. 4. Mr. Fen- 
ton. ^ 5. Mr. Rabbet. 6. Mr. Sanderfon. 7. Mr. 
Dakins. To thefe learned perfons his Majefty was 
pleafed to give the following inftructions. 1. The 
ordinary Bible, read in the church, commonly called 
the Bifhops Bible, to be followed, and as little al- 
tered as the original will permit. 2. The names of 
the prophets, and the holy writers, with the other 
names in the text, to be retained as near as may be, 
according as they are vulgarly ufed. 3. The old 
ecclefiaftical words to be kept, viz. As the word 
Church, not to be tranfiated Congregation, &c. 
4. When any word hath diverfe figniflcations, that 
to be kept which hath been moft commonly ufed by 
the moft eminent fathers, being agreeable to the 
propriety of the place, and the analogy of faith. 5. 
The divifion of the chapters to be altered, either not 
at all, or as little as may be, if neceffity fo require. 
6. No marginal notes to be affixed, but only for the 
explanation of the Hebrew, or Greek words, which 
cannot, without fomc circumlocution,, fo briefly and 
fully be exprefTed in the text. 7. Such quotations of 
places to be marginally fet down, as fhall ferve for 
the fit reference of one fcripture to another. 8, Every 
particular man of each company, to take the fame 
chapter or chapters, and having tranfiated, or amend- 
ed them feverally by himfelf, where he thinks good, 
all to meet together, confer what they have done, 
and agree, for their part, what fhall ftand. J 9. As 
any one company hath difpatched any one book, in 
this manner they fhall fend it to the reft, to be con- 
4. Mr. Dillingham, Fellow of fidered of fcrioully and judicioufly, for his Majefty is 
5. Mr. Roger Andrews, after- very careful in this point. 10. If any company, 

upon the review of the book fo fent, fhall doubt or 
differ upon any places, to fend them word thereof, 
note the place*, and therewithal fend their reafons ; 
to which, if they confent not, the difference fhall be 


for of Hebrew. 8. Mr. Andrew Byng, Fellow of> compounder! at the general meeting, which is to be 


Peter-Houfe, and Hebrew Profeflbr before Mr. Spal 
ding. III. The four greater, twelve lefTer Prophets, 
and the Lamentations, to be tranfiated by feven pci - 
fons at Oxford, viz. 1. Dr. John Harding, Prefi- 
dent of Magdalen College. 2. Dr. John Reynolds, 
Prefident of Corpus Chrifti College. 3. Dr. Thomas 
Holland, Rector of Exeter College, and Regius Pro- 
feflbr. 4. Dr. Richard Kilby, Rector of Lincoln. 
College. 5. Mr. Miles Smith, afterwards D. D. and 
Bifliop of Gloucefter : he wrote the preface to the 
tranflation. 6. Mr. Richard Brett,, beneficed at 
Quainton in Buckinghamshire. 7. Mr, Fairclough. 
IV. The Apocrypha to be tranfiated by feven per- 
fons at Cambridge, viz. 1. Dr. John Duport, Pre- 
bendary of Ely, and Mailer of Jefus College. 


of the chief perfons of each company, at the end of 
the work. 11. When any place of fpecial obfeuritv 
is doubted of, letters to be di retted by authority, to 
fend to any learned man in the land for his judgment 
in fuch a place. 12. Letters to be fent from every 
Bifhop to the reft of his clergy, admonifhing them of 
this tranflation in hand, and to move and charge as 
many as being fkilful in the tongues, have taken, 
pains in that hand, to fend his particular obfervations 
to the company, either at Weftminfter, Oxford, or 
Cambridge. 13. The directors in each company to 
be the Dean of Weftminfter and Chefter for that 
place, and the King's Profeflbrs in the Hebrew and 
Greek, in each Univerfi ty. 14. Thefe tranflations 


w . 2. Dr . to be ufed, when they agree better with the text thaa 
William Brainthwait, firft Fellow of Emanuel Col- the Bifhops Bible, viz. Tindall's, Matthews's, Co- 

6 yerdale's, 
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(m) Fuller's 
Ch. Hifttry, 


(n) Peck'? De- 
fiderata Curiufa, 
ubi fupra, p. 49. 

Co) Willis's 
Survey of Ca- 
thedrals, Vol. iii, 
p. 277. 

peck's Defidc- 
rafa Curiofa, 
ubi fupra) p. 50. 


being fent from Cambridge, Oxford, and Weftminfter, to Court, a new choice was 
made of fix to revife the whole, that is, two from each afTembly. Mr. Downes and Mr. 
Bois were fent from Cambridge ; and meeting their fellow-labourers at Stationers- 
hall, they went through this fecond part of their tafk in nine months, having each from 
the Company of Stationers, during that time, thirty (hillings a week (m). He after- 
wards a (lifted Sir Henry Savile in the laborious undertaking of publilhing the works of UbVi^ij- 
St. Chryfoftom, in which he was very indefatigable ; though in this too he was not very 
fortunate ; for a prefent of a fingle copy was the whole reward of many years labour 
(n) [D]. His reputation was now at a greater height than his fortune, which being 
taken notice of by Dr. Lancelot Andrews, then Bifliop of Ely, he was pleafed to beftow 
on him, unafked, a Prebend in his Church, into poffeffion of which he entered Auguft 
25, 1615 (0). This was his lad preferment, and he behaved himfelf therein with ex- 
emplary prudence and piety, preaching in his own courfe duly, and readily a (lifting 
others at their requeft (p ). He was remarkably careful, after his removal to Ely, that 
his parifh fhould not fuffer ; and as to his fcrupulous regard for the rites of the Church, 
an extraordinary inftance will be found in the notes [£]. He (pent the laft twenty- 
eight years of his life in this eafy retirement, abating a part, and continuing, as his 
ftrength would give him leave, the reft, of his labours. In his youth he was a great 
walker, and liked this exercife to the laft : even in his old age he ftudied eight hours in 
a day, and though the greateft part of his writings were at the requeft, and for the fer- 
vice of his friends, yet he left many manufcripts behind him in his own ftudy [F] par- 


Cp ) Cambridge 
Worthiei,p. 191. 


(9) Regiftr. 
Whiteift, fo\. 
I S5 .C 


(ro) Fuller's 
Ch. Hift. Book 
x. p. 5*. 


{11 ) Peck's De- 
fiderata Curiofa, 
Vol. iii hb. viii» 
P- 49- 


verdale's, Whltchurche's Geneva. Befides thefe di- 
rections, three or four of the moft ancient and grave 
Divines, in either of the Univerfities, not employed 
in tranflating, to be affigned by the Vice-Chancel- 
lor, upon conference with the reft of the Heads, to 
be overfeers of the tranflations, as well Hebrew as 
Greek, for the better obfervation of the fourth rule, 
above fpecified. It was very far from being King 
James's intention, that thefe learned perfons mould 
remain unrewarded, as appears by his letter to the 
Bifhop of London, after the death of Dr. Whitgift, 
Archbifhop of Canterbury ; wherein he obferves, that 
many of the intended tranilators had either no eccle- 
fiaftical preferment, or elfe fo very final 1, as little 
fuited their deferts : wherefore he requires him to 
write to the Archbifhop of York, and to all the Bi- 
fhops of his own Province, not to prefent to any 
Prebend or Parfonage, above the value of twenty 
pounds per annum, either in their own patronage, or 
that of any perfon whatfoever, till they certified his 
Majefty thereof, that he might commend fome of 
thefe learned men thereto ; and his Majefty farther 
takes notice, that he ha.d given the like directions as 
to any that were in his own gift (9). In refpect to 
our author particularly, the King fhewed his good- 
will to him, by nominating him one of the Fellows 
of his new college at Chelfea, though he never had 
any benefit thereby ; that foundation taking no effect 
(10) : Oik the contrary, it may be prefumed, that the 
very naming him to this might exclude him from 
other preferment. 

1 />] Of many years labour S\ This difappoint men t 
was owing to the death of Sir Henry Savile, who, as 
cur author gathered from an exprefTion of his, that 
he knew no reafon nvhy they injoo Jbould not live together, 
intended to have made him Fellow of Eton. This 
is certain, that at the end of the work Sir Henry was 
pleafed to manifeft a greater approbation of our au- 
thor's notes than of thofe of Mr. Downes, which fo 
difgufted that other wife great man, that he took a 
pique to our author, and was never reconciled to 
him, even to the day of his death ; though Mr. Bois 
had always a great refpeft for him, and fpoke of him, 
upon all occafions, as a perfon to whom he had great 
obligations (11). 

[E] In the notes,] There was a child dropt in his 
parifh by fome ftraggling people, of an age beyond 
that in which infants are commonly baptized, and 
yet too young to give teftimony of its own Chi in- 
anity. There being therefore probability on both 
fides, and certainty on neither, he applied to Dr. 
Nicholas Felton, then Biihop of Ely, for his direc- 
tion, but received no fatisfactory anfwer. He dealt 
to the fame purpofe with his fucceflbr, Dr. Henry 
Buckeridge, but with as little fuccefs, and as ineffec- 
tual were his applications to Dr. Francis White : yet 
this did not difcourage him from informing Dr. Mat- 
thew Wren, when he became Bifhop of Ely, of all 
that had palled ; and receiving his orders to baptize 
her, he went with great fatisfaftion from Ely to Box- 

Vol. II. 


(12) Peck's De- 
fid erata Curiofa, 
Vol. ii. lib. viii. 
p. 51. 


worth to perform it, when the woman Was 29 years 
of age, before which time he would never admit her 
to the holy communion, but had taken care lhe mould 
be inftructed in the principles of religion (12), that 
fhe might be fit to receive it when this obftacle was 
removed, which thus, by his care, was at length 
effefted. 

[F] In his own ftudy.] Befides the five years he 
fpent in tranflating the Bible, and his tedious labours 
about the edition of St. Chryfoilom, his notes on the 
New Teftament, and critical remarks on Greek au- 
thors-, fent him by his friends, he left behind him as 
many leaves in manufcript, as might tell againft the 
many days of his long life. T\\t author of his Life 
having fhewn how indefatigable he was in his ftudies, 
enters into a very curious account of his manner of 
living, which, for the fake of fed en tar y perfons, de- 
fer ves to be taken notice of. He made but two meals, 
dinner and fupper, between which, if well, he never 
fo much as drank. After meat he was very careful in 
picking and rubbing his teeth, by which means he 
carried them almoft all to his grave. After dinner he 
either fat or walked an hour before he went into his 
ftudy. Fafting he ufed occafionally, fometimes twice 
in a week, fometimes once in three weeks. Towards 
the latter end of his life he would not ftudy after fup- 
per, but diverted himfelf with cheerful converfation 
for two hours, at which time he would divert his 
friends with harmlefs and entertaining ftories, of 
which he had a great fund (13). He had a faying in 
his mouth frequently, which he learned from Tully, 
viz. A mif fpent youth leaves a fpent body to old age 
(14). According to this rule, his perfon, even at 
the time of his deceafe, gave evidence of his having 
lived virtuoufly and foberly in the days of his youth ; 
for his brow was without wrinkles, his fight was 
quick, his hearing fharp, his countenance frefli, his 
head not bald, and his body perfectly found, a rup- 
ture only excepted ; which accident, when it firft bc- 
fel him, a perfon fkilled in the cure of that diftemper, 
told him he could not furvive half a year, in hopes 
of getting a confiderable fum out of him, for renew- 
ing, which he pretended was in his power^ of a leafe 
fo near expiring. But the Doctor, either having no 
opinion of this man's fkill, or not thinking his own 
cafe fo defperate, declined his afliftince, and defeated 
his prediction, by living twenty years without any 
great inconvenience. When he was a young fludent 
at Cambridge, he received from the learned Dr. 
Whi taker thefe three rules for avoiding thofe diftem-* 
pers which ufually attend a fedentary lire, to which' 
he adhered with equal conftancy and fuccefs. The 
firft was to ftudy always ftanding, the fecond never to 
ftudy in a window, the third never to go to bed with 
his feet cold (15). At that time of day, when hard ( Is ) Peek's De- 
ftudying was the only road to reputation, at our Uni- iiderata Curiofa, 
verfities, the finding out fuch rules, and tranfmitting ubi fupra, p. 55. 
them to their difciples, was common amongft great 
men. 


(13) #'*P- 54. 


(14) Ititemperant 
& iihtd'inofa ado- 
Icf er.tia> fjjistum 
corpus trad tilt 
finf&utt, TuiLt 
de Scnedt. 


6 T 


ticularly 


53° 


(q) Keek's De- 
fiderata Curiofa, 
ubijupra, p. 
49—58. 


(t) Athen. 
Oxon. Vol. L 
col. 467. 
FafHOxon, 
Vol. i. cul, 153. 
(iv ) See this 
farther explained 
in note [G], 
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ticularly a Commentary on almoft all the books of the New Teftament. He conftantly 
went to church twice, if not thrice a day : Wis charity was very ex ten five, and rather 
beyond than according to his abilities. He was a kind matter, and a good, though in 
fome refpe&s a fevere parent ; a plain practical preacher 5 and though he compofed his 
fermons with great diligence, yet in the pulpit he did not life notes. He fhewed his 
loyalty in the worft of times, and affeftion to the Church when lhe was in the deepeft 
diftrefs-(jj.- His wife died two years before him, and though he fupported the lofs with 
temper and moderation, yet he thenceforward declined, and finding himfelf near his 
end, ordered that he Ihould be carried into the room where his wife died, and there five 
hours after he departed this life, on January 14, 1643, in the 84th year of his age (r). 
His funeral was celebrated with much decency on the fixth of February following, Mr. 
Thurfton of St. John's preaching upon that occalion : his fecond fon, and his younger 
daughter, furvived him : the reft, Deing three fons and two daughters, died before 
him. As to his chara&er, his life and labours fufficiently fhew what it was. Sir Henry 
Savile ftyles him, the moft ingenious and moft learned Mf. Bois (s). Anthony Wood 
honours him with the title of Profound, and ftyles him elfewhere an excellent Grecian 
and Divine (f). Neither was his worth unknown to foreigners ; only Mr. le Clerc has 
cenfured him for being a warm churchman (a). But another critic has given our au- 
thor a much better character (w). That work of his which occafioned rhefe remarks by 
foreign authors, is fo little known here, that, without producing their authorities, I be- 
lieve I fhould fcarcely be credited in affirming that it has been publiftied, and therefore 
I fhall mention all I have met with on this fubjeft in the notes (x) [G]. It is not im- 
pofiible that other pieces of his may be alfo publifhed ; for it is certain that he left be- 
hind him many treatifes in the hands of his friends, befides thofe that were found after 
his death in his ftudy. He wrote a moft admirable Latin ftyle, as appears particularly 
from a letter of his that is yet extant to Sir Henry Savile, in which he gives a character 
6( the writings of St. John Chryfoftom, and freely offers his fervice towards the pre- 
paring an accurate edition of the writings of that father for the prefs (y). It is our duty 
to dilcover as much as is poffible of the latent works of fuch learned and laborious per- 


(r) Willi*'! 
Survey of Ca- 
thedrals, Vol. iii. 
p. 277, 


(t) In Pnefat. 
Oper.S.J.Chry* 
fall. 7 


fw^Bibliotheque 
Univerfellc, 
torn. xvi. p. 63* 


fx) V\i. Joh. 
Chriftoph.Walf. 
inCuris Philo- 
log. Tom. i. 
Prsefat. p. II, 


(y) Pauli Colo. 

mchi OpnfcuU| 
p. l6l, 162. 


(16) Peck's De- 
siderata Curiofa, 
ubijupra, p. 53. 


fly) If Ciufa- 
bun. £pift, p, $5* 


(18) Bihliothe* 
que Univer Telle, 
Tom. xvi. p. c8. 


[G] I ba<be mit nvith on this fubjeft in the nates.] 
The account we have of this work in Dr. Walker's 
life of our author, runs thus (16) : * He had written 
' notes upon the four Evangelifts, and the Acts of the 
4 A potties, which bears this title, Collatio ceteris In- 
' terpretis cum quibufdam aliis recentioribus. In thefe 
' his fcope and drift was, ut haberet Mater Ecclejia 
1 propriam loquendi formulam. He intended to have 

* gone all through the New Teftament ; but when 
4 the Bifhop of Winchefter died (who was his encou- 
1 rager therein), like King Henry the Sixth's builders 

* (of whofe work fuddenly ended with his life, the 
1 half fawn (tone in King's College chapel-yard, ac- 

* cording to tradition, remains a monument), he de- 

* filled ; having entered but a little way into the 

* epiftle to the Romans. Nor is it a marvel that that 

* clock fhould leave ftriking, whofe weights were 

* taken off.' 1 hi? may help to difcover about what 
time Dr. Walker penned our author's life, for evident 
it is, he wrote it before this work was publifhed, as 
it afterwards was under the following title. J O- 
H ANN IS BOIS II Veter'ts Interprets cum Beza 
aliifque recentioribus Collatio in IV E<vangeliis, et Aclis 
Apojlolorum* Londini, 1 6<j 5, 8vo, But there were a 
very few printed, fo that it has been for a long time 
exceflively fcarce. The very learned Ifaac Caufabon 
mentions the great performance on St. Chryfoftom 
with re f peel, and in terms which fhew how much he 
approved the author's defign, and how well pleafed he 
was with its execution (17). Mr. Le Clerc went out 
of his way on purpofe to cenfure our author, as not 
profefling to give us any extract of his work, but con- 
tenting himfelf with pronouncing his judgment on 
him and his book, by faying, He *was a great enemy 
to the No neon for mi fts, and condemns all that they ap- 
prove, rather out of a jpirit of party % than for any folid 
reafons (18). But he might as well have faid, he was 
an enemy to any other fet of men from whom he dif- 
fered in opinion ; fince this is the fo!e evidence he 
can give of this enmity ; for Mr. Bois never engaged 
in any controverfy againft them. But the judicious 
and candid Mr. Colomies, who was much better ac- 
quainted with our literary hiftory than any foreigner, 
except the ingenious and learned Mr. Des Maizeaux, 
gives us quite another account of the book, and of 
the man. He fays, that he had very learnedly de- 
fended the Helena of the Papifts, by which he means 
the Vulgar Tranjlation of the New Teftament, which, 
as he very juflly obferves, Albericus Gentilis had done 
before, in a book written exprefsly for that purpofe 


cula, p. 162. 


(20) Fuller'i 
Worthies, Kent, 
p. 84. 


(19) . tt may hot be amifs to obferve here, that this (19) Pauli Co- 
very learned Frenchman is fomewhat miftaken, in lomefn Opuf- 
calling our author Prebendary of Canterbury. It is 
indeed true, that there was one Dr. John Boyfe Dean 
of Canterbury, and contemporary with our author 

(20) , who was alfo a man of learning, and an au- 
thor ; but he did not write the piece he referred to 
on this occafion ; arid confequently we muft admit 
that there is an error in the name, which may be the 
more eafily pardoned, becaufe in the title-page of the 
book in queftion, our author is not ftiled Prebendary 
of Ely, probably becaufe the book was printed in the 
time of the ufurpation, when fuch diftinclions were 
ftudioufly omitted. C. 

%* [It is not eafy to pafs over a circ um fiance con- 
cerning the time of day in which Mr. Boys gave one 
of his lectures, without adverting to the different 
manners of different periods. * For feveral years he 

* voluntarily read a Greek lecture at four in the morn- 
1 ing in his own chamber, which was frequented by 

* moft of the Fellows.' It will, we prefume, be 
deemed no reflection upon the prefent learned Fellows 
of any college in the univerfity of Cambridge, to 

fuggeft, that a lecture delivered fo early would fcarcely > 

be attended by moft of them. It would, perhaps, be 

equally difficult to find a lecturer. The ardour of 

ftudy in that age was furprifing ; and, in fome cafes, 

the underftanding feems to have been almoft buried 

under the load of literature. 

As to what is faid of M. le Clerc in this article, 
we think him hardly fpoken of with fufficient refpect ; 
and, we apprehend, it will be found, that few fo- 
reign writers have been more extenfively acquainted 
with Englifh literary hiftory, than that very ingenious 
and learned man. With regard to Mr. Boys, he ap- 
pears evidently not to have received that preferment 
and encouragement which his learning and his la- 
bours merited. 

An account of the Dr. John Boys, mentioned at 
the clofe of the note [G], may be met with in Mr. 
Mallers's valuable Hiftory of Corpus Chrifti College, 
Cambridge (21 ). The following is a fpecimen of the (zt) P. 140-^ 
advice given by Dr. Boys, in his Expofition of the 2 4*« 
Dominical and Feftival Epiftles and Gofpels : 1 As 

* David flew Goliah by hitting him in the forehead, 

* fo we muft gather ftones out of God's holy brook, 

* that is, his holy book, and fling them at the demfs 
« head (22) .'] T. and K. 


fons, 


(*») Robiitfon'i 
Eflay on the 
Compofiiion of a 
Sermon, Vol. u 
p. 263. Note. 


fz ) See note 
[B] in the ar- 
ticle of 

BLOUN T (Sir 
TkomasPope) 


(b) Funeral 
Sermon, ubi 
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fons, that we may not feem lefs attentive to their merits than Grangers, who with great 
reverence preferve, and are ready wifh due praifes to publifh, whatever fmall pieces come 
to their hands, of eminent Englilh authors, by means of their correfpondence abroad ; 
whence it frequently falls out, that fuch of our writers as have coinpofed in Latin, are 
better known in foreign countries than in their own ; and are, generally fpeaking, 
treated with great elteem and refpeft, unlefs it may be by fome hafty critic, or warm 
controverfial writer, who cenfures them for maintaining opinions oppoGte to his; which, 
however, is the common fate of the great men in all countries; who have diftinguifhed 
themfelves in the republic of letters (z) y and more efpecially of fuch as, like our au- 
thor, apply themfelves to the reviewing as well as reviving ancient; writers, and vindi- 
cating them from thofe hafty judgments, which later authors may have paffed upon 
them. The greateft foe to all fcholars is a falie critic, but he is moft fo to a true one. 

%* [BOYSE (Joseph), an eminent Diflenting Minifter, was born at Leeds in 
Yorkfhire, on the 14th of January, 1659-60. He was early inftrufted in the principles 
of religion by his parents, who were perfons of ferioufnefs and piety, and was particu- 
larly indebted to the care of his mother (a) |yf]. The religious impreflions which he (&) Funeral 
had thus received, were confiderably ftrengthened by his attendance on the mini (try of wdbyth"" 
feveral worthy divines of the eftablifhed church, but more efpecially by the labours of death of the 
four Nonconformift minifters, who took their turns in preaching at the place of his nati- hZyi^pJbxct 
vity [5], during the time of King Charles the Second's indulgence, from the year 1672 to his works, 
to 1675 (£). He was afterwards put under the care of the Rev. Mr. Frankland, who p ' 
kept a private academy near Kendal in Weftmoreland, with a view to being trained Up 
for the miniftry, to which he was led both by his own inclinations and the defign of his 
parents. During his ftay here, he profecuted his ftudies with diligence, and made a 


to. 


confiderable progrefs in learning. Having continued three years with Mr. Frankland, 
he returned to his father's houfe at Leeds, where he made a fhort ftay, and then was 
fent to London, to purfue his ftudies under the direction of the Rev. Mr. Edward Veal, 
then teacher of a private academy at Stepney. Here he enjoyed many advantages for 
the profecution of his ftudies, and alfo the opportunity of attending the preaching of 
many able divines, both Conformifts and Nonconformifts. |n his private Memoirs, 
he particularly mentioned thofe whom he ofteneft heard, and rpoft efteemed : and thefe 
were, of the eftabliftied church, Dr. Tillotfon, Dr. Calamy, Dr. Scott, and Dr. Stil- 
lingfleet ; and among the Diffenters, his tutor, Mr. Charnock, Mr. Baxter, and Mr. 

f € j jmj. Howe (c). After he had ftudied two years under Mr. Veal, and performed fuch pre- 
paratory exercifes in private as were prescribed him by his tutor, he began to preach 
publicly about the year 1680, and was for fome time afiiftant to Mr. Edmund Trench, 
a diflenting minifter in Kent, of whofe life he afterwards publifhed an account. In 
168 1, he was invited to be houftiold Chaplain to the Countefs of Donegal, whq then 
refided at London, and in whofe family he continued about three quarters of a year : 
but the Countefs leaving off houfe-keeping in the fpring following, he fpent the next 
fummer at Amfterdam, where he had an invitation to preach at the Brownift church [C], 
during the abfence of their minifter, whofe private affairs detained him in England for 

(d) Bid P . ii. about half a year (d). After his return from Amfterdam, he continued to preach occa- 
fionally at Leeds, and fome other places in that neighbourhood, till the year 1683, 
when, upon the death of Mr. Timothy Halliday, one of his intimate friends and fellow- 
ftudents, who had been for fome time afiiftant to Mr. Daniel Williams, who was paftor 
of a congregation in Wood-ftreet, Dublin, he received an invitation to fucceed him in 
that ftation. He was at firft little inclined to accept of this invitation, but was at length 
induced to it, by finding that he could not exercife the duties of his function in England 
without moleftation [D] : he, therefore, went over to Dubliq, and was ordained joint- 

paftor 


(1) Tuneral 
Sermon on the 
Rev. Mr. Jofeph 
Boyfe, prefixed 
to his Works, 
p- 10. 


[A] Was particularly indebted to the care . of his mo- 
ther.] This is taken notice of in fome private me- 
moirs which he left behind him, and in which he bore 
this teftimony concerning her : * That few of her 

* rank were fuperior to her in divine knowledge and 
€ ferious godlinefs, joined with great humility and 
1 modefty, and that me was every way a pattern of 

* all thofe amiable virtues that are the cruel* orna- 

* iaent to her fex (i).' 

[2?] Four Nonconformift minifters r Sec] Their names 
were, Mr. Sale, Mr. Sharp, Mr. Stretton, and Mr. 
Cornelius Todd. He obferved in his private memoirs 
concerning thefe minifters, ' That there was a ftrain 

* of warm devotion, and ferious unaffefted piety, in 

* their jnhuftrations, far beyond what he had ever 

* met with before, and that their labours were wholly 

* bent to promote pra&ical religion, and not (as the 
( Nonconformift preachers of thofe times were fo 
4 often invidioufly and unjuftly reprefented) to ad- 

* vance the narrow interefts of a party, and the fin*. 

* gular opinions and practices thereof ; fo that (fays 
f he) I continued under this miniftry with great plea- 


* fure, and I hope equal benefit and profit, as to my 
€ proficiency in practical religion, until the year 

< 1675 (2).' ( 2 ) Funeral 

[C] He had an invitation to preach at the Brouonift Sermon, ubi 
church.] Mr. Boyfe obferved, that * though that con- f u ? ra * 

* gregation was Itriclly independent, ana knew his 

* judgment to be otherwife, yet his occafional labours 
' among them met with general acceptance, teftified 

* by their generous and grateful acknowledgments 

1 (3)-' ' I ' (3) UM.f.tu 

[D] Finding that he cculd not exercife the duties of his 
funclion in England <vuithouf moleftation.] Mr. Choppin 

fays, that 1 this invitation he at firft took little notice 

* of, having an averfion to the thoughts of fettling in 
c a kingdom, of whofe natives, he obferves, the 
■ hiftory of the Irifh rebellion had given him fu^h a 

* frightful idea. But— going to a neighbouring vif- 
' lage, to impart the forrowful news of Mr. Halli- 
k day's death to Ms Surviving mother, as he parted 

* through it, a juftice of peace belonging to that 

* county happened to come that way from an horfe- 

* race, who being inflamed with drink and bigotry, 

2 * ieized 
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(e) Funeral 
Sermon, ubi 
fu t ra, p« II, 


(g) See the ar- 
ticle EMLYN 
(Thomas). 


(i) Tuneral 
Sermon, ut fupra. 
(k) This ap- 
pears from pa- 
pers which have 
been communi- 
cated by the 
Rev. Mr. Jo- 
fiah Thompfon. 


B O Y S E (Joseph). 

paftor with Mr. Williams (<?). When that gentleman, fome years after, quitted his 
fituation in Ireland, Mr. Boyfe had for his coadjutor the Rev. Mr. Thomas Emlyn, fo 
well known for his writings and his Offerings (f). This connexion fubfifted between 
them for more than ten years, and was rendered agreeable by their mutual friendfhip : 
but this harmony was fomewhat interrupted, and the connexion between them at length 
finally diflblved, in confequence of Mr. Emlyn's fentiments concerning the doftrine of 
the Trinity (g). Mr. Boyfe's zeal for orthodoxy led him to take fome fteps that were 
prejudicial to Mr. Emlyn [£] ; but he did not forefee all the confequences, nor approve 
of the perfecution that was carried on againft him ; and though his condud in this 
affair was in fome refpefts deferving of cenfure, he yet behaved to Mr. Emlyn with more 
candour and friendlinefs, than any other of the diffenting minifters of Dublin [F]. 
Some of the latter years of Mr. Boyfe's life were rendered uncomfortable by bodily dis- 
orders j and he appears alfo to have been rather ftraitened in his circumftances (£). 
The exa£t time of his death is not mentioned ; but his funeral fermon was preached at 
Dublin, on the 8th of December, 1728 (i). He .was confidered as a learned, pious, 
able, . and ufeful Divine, he was an affiduous preacher, and his condud was fuch as pro- 
cured him general efteem [G]. He had a principal fhare in promoting the aft of Tole- 
ration in Ireland (£). His works were publilhed in two volumes, folio, in 1728, and 
fome account of them will be found in the notes [//].] T. 


(f) Memoirs of 
the Life of Mr. 
Thomas Emlyn, 
prefixed to his 
Works, p. 1 2. 
4th edit. 


(b) Funeral 
Sermon, ubi 
fupra. It will 
appear from the 
fubfequent ar- 
ticle, that this 
arofe from the 
extravagance of 
his fun. 


(4) Funeral 
Sermon, ubi 
fupra, p. II. 


(5) Emlyn's 
Works, Vol, i. 
p. 17. 


(6) Ibid, ubi 
fupra, p. 25, 5t6. 


(7) Memoirs of 
Mr. T. Emlyn, 
prefixed to his 
Works, p. 29. 

(g) Emlyn's 
Works, ubi 
fupra, p. 37- 


1 feized him on fufpicion of his having preached in 
c that place ; and, on the ftrength of that bare fuf- 
4 picion, without any information to warrant fuch 
V violent proceedings, would needs commit him to 
' gaol, and had done fo, but that he confented to 

* give bond for his appearance the next quarter- fef- 
* f fions at Wakefield; upon which he was difmifled. 
\ This unexpected accident, together with the profpect 

* of greater fe verities, which the Diffenters were at 
1 that time daily threatened with, made him in- 
' clinable to hearken to the propofai of coming to. 

* Ireland, where he was encouraged to hope for 

* greater liberty, being afTured that there were no 

* fuch laws in force here againft Proteftant DifTenters 

* as there were at that time in England (4).' 

[E] Some fteps that were prejudicial to Mr; Emlyn.] 
It was Mr. Boyfe that brought Mr. Emlyn's opinions 
reflecting the doctrine of the Trinity before the Dub- 
lin minifters (5). Mr. Emlyn alfo fays, e While I 
4 was under profecution, expecting my trial at hand, 

* Mr. Boyfe's anfwer to my book was publifhed, and 

* prefented to the Lord Chief Juftice : which I 
€ thought very unfeafonable from a long efteemed 
€ friend ; who pleaded the people's impatience of de- 
4 lay. But the worft was, that his preface contained 

* very inflaming expreffions, as may be feen in the 
4 very beginning. I thought there was no need of 
4 tragical excitations to a zeal, that was already fo 
4 outrageous. In that preface indeed he declares, 

* that he had no hand in my profecution then depending ; 
4 and I entirely believe it ; and moreover, that he 
4 was troubled a't it, as falling upon me, who fince 

* have found his kind help (as mall be acknowledged) 
4 in my deliverance at laft : but then it is as certain, 
4 that he has not one word in diflike of that profecu- 
4 tion by others ; nor againft fuch methods of perfe- 
4 cution, ip general, or the actors in it, or in favour 
4 of liberty. I think it had been very becoming him, 

* and I fhould have as readily expected it from Mr. 

* Boyfe, as from thofe in London, who, in their late 
4 addrefs to his Majefty King George, have declared 
4 their principles to be, for a general toleration of all 
4 peaceable fubjects (6).' , 

Mr. Sol lorn Emlyn alfo fays, that * Mr. Boyfe was 
4 called upon to do the hard and mean part of de- 
4 pofing in court what difcourfe had privately pafled 
4 between the minifters and Mr. E. not as to the 
4 book (for that was not then printed), but as to his 
4 opinions, which he faid were judged to be near 
4 to Arianifm. But furely this was never before aU 
4 lowed in any court of juftice, to be evidence either 
4 of publication, or of being the author (7).' 

[F] Behaved to Mr. Emlyn with more candour and 
friendlinefs > Sec] He was the only one of the Dublin 
Diflenting Minifters who vifited Mr. Emlyn in prifon 
(8). Mr. Emlyn alfafays, 4 Mr. Boyfe made fevc- 
4 ral attempts for my liberty ; whole kindnefs I 
4 thankfully acknowledge, in that with great concern 
4 and much labour he purfued it from time to time; 
4 which has abundantly confirmed my affection and 
4 refpects to him, and extinguifhed all uneafy re fen t- 
4 ments. I am feniible, that what he did againft me 

* was with great regret and grief, what he did for me 


(9) Narr-t'veof 
the Proceedings 
againft Mr. Em- 
lyn, in his 


4 was with choice and pleafure. So that I hope no- 
4 thing in this hiftory lhall be any diminution to the 
4 character of his great worth and good temper ; who 
4 endeavoured to allay the common odium againft 
4 me as far as he could, without the lofs of his own 
4 reputation (9).' It was in confequence of Mr. 
Boyfe's folicitations, that Mr. Emlyn's fine was miti- 
gated (10). 

[G] His conduit was fuch as procured him general W^rks, p. 40. 
eft e em.] It is faid in Gibber's Lives of the Poets, that (io> Ibid. 

4 people of all denominations united in efteeming 

4 Mr. Boyfe, not only for his learning and abilities, 

4 but his extenfive humanity and undiftembled piety. 

4 This reverend gentleman had fo much dignity in • 

4 his manner, that he obtained from the common 

4 people the name of Bifhop Boyfe, meant as a com- 

4 pliment to the gracefulnefs of his perfon and mien. 

4 But though Mr. Boyfe was thus reverenced by the 

4 multitude, and courted by people of fafhion, he 

4 never contracted the leafLair of fupercilioufnefs : he 

4 was humane and affable in his temper, equally re- 

4 moved from the ftiffnefs of pedantry, and ofFenfive 

4 levity.' The fame writer adds, 4 It has been re- 

4 ported, that Mr. Boyfe had two brothers, one a 

4 clergyman of the church of England, and the other 

4 a cardinal at Rome ; but of this circumftance we 

4 have no abfolute certainty : Be it as it may, he had, 

4 however, no brother fo much diftinguifhed in the 

4 world as himfelf ( 1 1 ). (11) Lives of 

[H] His works were publifhed in two volumes , folio . ] tnc Pott *> Vo! r - 
The ftrft volume contains feventy-one fermons ; fix P* 1 ** 0 *^!. 
diflertations on the doctrine of juftification, and a pa- 

raphrafe on thofe paftages of the New Teftament that 
chiefly relate to that doctrine. 

The fecond volume contains the following pieces : 

I. A Vindication of the true Deity of our Blefted 
Saviour, in anfwer to a pamphlet, intitled, An 
humble Enquiry into the Scripture Account of Jefus 
Chrift, &c: The piece to which this is a reply was 
that written by Mr. Emlyn, and for which he was 
under profecution at the time when Mr. Boyfe pub- 
lifhe4 his anfwer. As the fecular power was called in 
to the aid of the orthodox doctrine upon this fubject, 
it would have been much more generous and ho T 
nourable in Mr. Boyfe, to have fufpended the attack 
upon Mr. Emlyn, till the profecution againft him had 
been over. Mr. Boyfe muft have known, that Mr. 
Emlyn could not ward off the profecution againft 
him, by any arguments drawn either from Scripture, 
or from reafon. He was, therefore, attacking a man 
who was bound hand and foot, who was underftood 
to be prohibited by law from defending his opinions. 
In the difcuffion of the affair at that time, the queftion 
was not, which of the controverted opinions was 
true, but which had the authority and countenance of 
the ftate. 

II. Some impartial Reflections upon Dr. Manby's 
Confiderations, &c. and Mr. King's Anfwer. In a 
letter to a friend. 

III. Remarks on a late Difcourfe of William Lord 
Bifhop of Derry, concerning the Inventions of Men 
in the Worlhip of God. 

IV. A 


B O Y S E (Samuel). 


533 


IV. A Vindication of the Remarks on # the Bifhop 
of Derry's Difcourfe about human Inventions. 

V. A clear Account of the ancient Epifcopacy, in 
Anfvver to Mr. Drury's Vindication, &c. 

VI. Remarks on a Pamphlet publifhed by Dr. 
Tifdall, intitled, The Cafe of the Sacramental Teft 
Hated and argued. 

VII. A Preface to the feafonable Advice, &c. with 
a Poflfcript to the fame. 

VIII. A Vindication of a private Letter concerning 
the Overtures tranfmitted by the general Synod aflem- 
bled at Dungannon, in June, 1725, againft the Rev. 
Mr. Macbride's printed Exceptions. In a Letter to 


(h) Cibbet's 
Lives of the 
Poets, Vol. v. 
p. 161. 


(d) Gibber's 
Lives of the 
Poets, Vol. v. 
p. 163 y and 
Floyd's Biblio- 
theca Biogra- 
phic a. 

(f) Gibber, ut 
jupra. 


the Reverend Minifters'of the Preibyterian Perfuafioh 
in the North of Ireland. 

IX. The Cafe of the Diflenting Proteftants of Ire- 
land, in Reference to a Bill of Indulgence, vindi- 
cated from the Exceptions alleged againft it in a late 
Anfwer. 

X. A Letter concerning the pretended Infallibility 
of the Romiih Church. 

XI. An Appendix concerning the pretended Sa- 
craments, and extreme Unction. 

XII. Some Queries offered to the Consideration of 
the People called Quakers, particularly of thofe in 
Queen's County. 


(g) Gibber, ubi 
Jupra, p. 1 64 ; , 
and New and 
Gen. Biog. Dicl. 
8x0. 


%* [BO YSE (Samuel), fori to the fubjeft of the preceding article, a poetical 
writer of confiderable merit, but as remarkable for his imprudence as his ingenuity, 
was born in the year 1708, and received the rudiments of his education at a private 
fchool in Dublin. At eighteen years of age he was fent to the univerfity of Glafgow ; 
whence it appears probable, that his father intended him for the miniftry {a). But he 
had not been a year at Glafgow, before he unfortunately fell in love with Mifs Atchen- 
fon, the daughter of a tradefman in that city ; and being more under the guidance of 
his paflions, than of reafon, he interrupted his ftudies by marrying her before he had 
entered into his twentieth year (b). His temper was naturally extravagant, and he 
therefore foon expofed himfelf to the inconveniencies of indigence. He had alio now 
the additional charge of a wife ; fo that the fcantinefs of his finances foon obliged him 
to quit the univerfity, and remove with his wife, who alfo carried a filter with her, to 
Dublin ; where he expefted a Alliance and fupport from his father, Notwithftand- 
ing the imprudence of his conduft, he appears to have met with a kind reception 
from him ; and, indeed, it is manifeft, that old Mr. Boyfe ftraitened his own circum- 
ftances out of tendernefs to his fon [/f]. But this paternal treatment produced 
no favourable change in him ; he directed his ftudies to no ufeful purfuit, by which he 
might have fupported himfelf and his family ; but gave himfelf up to trifling and difli- 
pation, and drew many heavy expences upon his father (c). His wife was alfo diflblute 
and vicious [5], and contributed to accelerate his ruin. Being deprived, by his fa- 
ther's death, of any farther profpedt of fupport from him, he repaired to Edinburgh, 
where his poetical genius raifed him many friends, and fome patrons of confiderable 
eminence (d). In 1731, he publifhed a volume of poems, to which was lubjoined, a 
tranflation of the Tablature of Cebes, and a letter upon Liberty (e). He acquired no 
fmall degree of reputation by this publication, which he addrefled to the Countefs of 
Eglinton, a Lady of great accomplifhments, both of body and mind, who was a pa- 
tronefs of men of wit, and very much diftinguiflied Mr. Boyfe while he refided in that 
country (f). Mr. Boyfe alfo wrote an elegy upon the death of the Vifcountels Stormont, 
which he entitled, c The Tears of the Mules,' becaufe the deceafed Lady was a woman 
of tafte in the fciences, and a great admirer of poetry. Lord Stormont was fo much 
pleafed with this mark of reipedl paid to the memory of his Lady, that he ordered a 
handfome prefent to be made to Mr. Boyfe, by his attorney at Edinburgh. But though 
his writings had procured him fome celebrity in that city, yet hisperfon was very little 
known there, and elpecially among people of fafhion and figure : for he was rather of 
an unfocial turn, and had but few acquaintances, and thefe were of the loweft order. It 
was, therefore, fome time before he could be found out 3 and he would have reaped no 
benefit from the generous intentions of Lord Stormont, if an a.dvertiiement had not been 
publifhed in one of the Scottifli weekly papers, defiring the author of c the Tears of the 
c Mufes' to call at the houfe of the attorney (g). The notice which Lady Eglinton and 
Lord Stormont took of Mr. Boyfe, was the means of recommending him alfo to the 
patronage of the Dutchefs of Gordon, who was a Lady of literary tafte, and who culti- 
vated a correfpondence with fome of the molt eminent poets then living. She was fo 
defirous to raife Mr. Boyfe above necefllty, that fhe employed her intereft in procuring 
the promife of a place for him ; and accordingly gave him a letter, which he was next 


fa) Gibber's 
Lives of the 
Poets, Vol. v. 
p. 161. 


(c) Gibber's 
Lives of the 
Poets, Vol. v. 
p. 161. 


(e) The letter 

upon Liberty 
had been before 
printed in the 
Dublin Journal, 
in 1726. 


(1) Gibber's 
Lives of the 
Poets, Vol. v. 
p. 162, 


[^] Mr. Boyfe ftraitened his own circumftances out of 
tendernefs to his fon.] Mr. Boyfe, the father, was fup- 
ported by the fubferiptions of his congregation, and 
an eitate which he porfe/Ted in Yorkfhire of fourfcore 
pounds a year; but this eftate he was obliged to fell 
in confequence of the extravagance of his fon, and he 
is reprefented as being at length much reduced by 
it(i). 

[£] His wife was alfo diffolute and vicious.] We are 
told, that ' young Boyfe was of all men the farther!: 

* removed from a gentleman ; he had no graces of 
' perfon, and fewer ftill of converfation. To this 

* caufe it was perhaps owing, that his wife, natu- 

* rally of a very volatile, fprightly temper, either 

* grew tired of him, or became enamoured of vari- 

* ety. It was however abundantly certain, that fhe 

* purfued intrigues with other men ; and what is Hill 

Vol. II. 


more furprifing, not without the knowledge of her 
hufband, who had either too abject a fpirtt to refent 
it, or was bribed by fome lucrative advantage, to 
which he had a mind mean enough to floop. 
Though never were three people of more libertine 
characters than young Boyfe, his wife, and fifter-in- 
law, yet the two ladies wore fuch a mafk of decency 
before the old gentleman, that his fondnefs was 
never abated. He hoped, that time and experi- 
ence would recover his fon from his courfes of ex- 
travagance ; and as he was of an unfufpedling tem- 
per, he had not the leaft jealoufy of the real con- 
duel; of his daughter-in-law, who grew every day in 
his favour, and continued to blind him, by the 
feeming decency of her behaviour, and a perform- 
ance of thofe atts of piety he naturally expected M Cibber*« 

from her (2).' Lives o. the 

s t t 1 Poets, Vol, v. 

0 U day P . 162. 
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(i) Mr. Mur- 
ray, now Eatl 
Mansfield. 


B O Y S E (Samuel). 

day to deliver to one of the Commiflioners of the Cuftoms at Edinburgh. But it un- 
luckily happened that he was then fome miles diftant from the city, and the morning on 
which he was to have ridden to town, with her Grace's letter of recommendation, 
proved to be rainy. This trivial circumftance was fufficient to difcourage Boyfe, who 
was never accuftomed to look beyond the prefent moment : he declined going to town 
on account of the rainy weather ; and while he let flip the opportunity, the place was 
beftowed upon another, which the Commiffioner declared he kept for fome time vacant, 
in expectation of feeing a perfon recommended by the Dutchefs of Gordon (b). Such (b) cibber, u bi 
imprudence, and fuch indolence, were naturally produ&ive of indigence and diftrefs \ f Xm!^%L 
and at length, having defeated all the kind intentions of his patrons towards him, he i^theca Biogri- 
fell into contempt and poverty, which obliged him to quit Edinburgh, as his creditors p lca * 
began to folicit the payment of their debts, in a manner too importunate to be eafily re- 
filled. Having refolved to go to London, he communicated his defign to the Dutchefs 
of Gordon, who ftill retaining an high opinion of his poetical abilities, gave him a re- 
commendatory letter to Mr. Pope, and obtained another for him to Sir Peter King, 
then Lord Chancellor of England. Lord Stormont alfo recommended him to his bro- 
ther, the Solicitor General (*), and to other perfons of rank and fafliion ( k). Soon (k) cibber, u h\ 
of after his arrival in London, Mr. Boyfe repaired to Twickenham, in order to deliver the ^ ra> p " l66 - 
Dutchefs of Gordon's letter to Mr. Pope; but that gentleman not being at home, he 
never gave himfelf the trouble to repeat his vifit (I). He did, however, as he faid him- CO md. P . 167. 
felf, wait upon Sir Peter King, by whom he was well received, and with whom he oc- FIoyd ' 
cafionally dined: but the truth of this was queftioned by his friends [C]. It indeed 
appears, that his imprudent conduft prevented his deriving any advantage from the re- 
commendations which he brought with him from Scotland ; fo that he was foon reduced 
to a ftate of great indigence, from which he attempted no means of extricating himfelf, 
but by writing mendicant letters. He frequently applied for afliftance to fome <of the 
more eminent Diffenters, from whom he received many benefactions, in confequence of 
the refpeft which they paid to the memory of his father (m). But the pecuniary fupplies f' m ) cibber, Ui 
which he received were foon diflipated ; for he was not only indolent and imprudent, f u ? ra > p« i6S - 
but luxurious and extravagant [D] : and all his friends were at length wearied out with 
his perpetual applications. About the year 1740, he had brought himfelf to fuch a 
ftate of wretchednefs, that he had not any clothes in which he could appear abroad [£], 
and therefore was wholly confined at home for fome weeks, procuring in the mean time 
fome fcanty fubfiftence by writing verfes for the magazines (n). In 1742, we find him (»JiM-p< 169. 
in a fpunging-houfe in Grocer's Alley, in the Poultry, London, from whence he wrote 
a letter to Mr. Cave [F], printer of the Gentleman's Magazine, foliciting for afliftance. 

How 

[C] The truth of this was queftioned by his friends,'] s friends, which might be the reafon of his remaining 
He is faid to have had a certain fheepifhnefs in his ' fix weeks in that fituation. During that time, he 
temper, which always made him averfe to the com- * had fome employment in writing verfes for the ma- 
pany of perfons of rank and figure, among whom he * gazines ; and whoever had feen him in his ftudy, 
had not fpirit enough to fupport a mare in the con- ' mull have thought the objcft fingular enough. He 
verfation. * He had no power of maintaining the * fat up in bed with the blanket wrapped about him, 

* dignity of wit ^ and though his understanding was * through which he had cut a hole large enough to 
c very exten five, yet but a few could difcover that he 1 admit his arm, and placing the paper upon his 

* had any genius above the common rank. This 4 knee, fcribbled in the bed manner he could the 
1 want of fpirit produced the greateft part of his ca- 1 verfes he was obliged to make : whatever he got by 

* lamities, becaufe he knew not how to avoid them f thofe, or any of his begging letters, was but juil 

* by any vigorous effort of his mind. He wrote * fufficient for the prefervation of life. And perhaps 
f poems, but thefe, though excellent in their kind, * he would have remained much longer in this diftrefT- 

* were loft to the world, by being introduced with no € ful ftate, had not a companionate gentleman, upon 

* advantage. He had fo ftrong a propenfity to gro- * hearing this circumftance related, ordered his 

* veiling, that his acquaintance were generally of * clothes to be taken out of pawn, and enabled him 

* fuch a caft, as could be of no ferviee to him ; and * to appear again, abroad. This fix weeks penance 
1 thofe in higher life he addreffed by letters, not * one would imagine fufficient to deter him, for the 

* having fufficient confidence or politenefs to converfe * future, from fuffering himfelf to be expofed to fuck 
1 familiarly with them ; a freedom to which he was 1 diftrefles ; but by a long habit of want it grew fa- 

C3) Cibber, r/j; « entitled by the power of his genius (3).' ( ' miliar to him, and as he had lefs delicacy than 

fupra, p. 167. [D] Luxurious and extravagant.] * This man, of * other men, he was perhaps lefs afHided with his ex- 
1 fo abject a fpirit, was voluptuous and luxurious : * terior meannefs. For the future, whenever his 
' He had no tafte for any thing elegant, and yet was * diftreftes fo prefled as to induce him to difpofe of his 

* to the laft degree expenfive.^ Can it be believed, * fhirt, he fell upon an artificial method of fupplying 
' that often when he had received half a guinea, in « one. He cut fome white paper in flips, which he 
c confequence of a fupplicating letter, he would go « tied round his wrifts, and in the fame manner fup- 
■ into a tavern, order a fupper to be prepared, drink < plied his neck. In this plight he frequently ap- 
c of the richeft wines, and fpend all the money that c peared abroad, with the additional inconvenience 

' had juft been given him in chanty, without having f of want of breeches (5).' ( 5 ) Cibber, uhi 

) Ih'd 168 * Zny - ° nC t0 P artici P ate tne re g aIe with ^m, and [F] He wrote a letter to Mr. Cave.] With a copy f u P ra » P* 169. 
W 1 ' P * * while his wife and child were ftarving at home (4) ?' of this letter we have been obligingly favoured by 
[E] He had not any clothes in which he could appear Mr. Aftle, who is in pofleffion of the original. It is 
abroad.] We are told, that * he had not a fhirt, a as follows : 

* coat, or any kind of apparel to put on : the fheets 

* in which he lay were carried to the pawnbroker's, Infcription for St. Lazarus' Cave. 
f and he was obliged to be confined to bed, with no ' TT n . . 

« other covering than a blanket. He had little fup- * Iodlc > tcft< l caele fumm0 ; 

< port but what he got by writing letters to his friends , ^ine P a " e ' fi "%™™ m °. 

- in the moft abjed ftyle. He was perhaps aihamed , ^orte poiitus infefte, 

« to let this inftance of diitrefs be known to his Scnbo t,bl dolens meflc : 

{ Fame, 


B O Y S E (Samuel). 


How long he was in confinement does not appear ; however, he at length obtained his 
liberty : but his wants and his imprudence ftill continued, and he often had recourfe to 
the meaneft arts, in order to procure occafional benefa&ions [G]. In 1743, he pub- 
liflied, without his name, an Ode on the battle of Dettingen, entitled, € Albion's Tri- 
c umph/ In 1745, he was at Reading [H], where he was employed in compiling an 
hiftorical work, which was printed in that town (0) [/]. After his return from Reading, 
his behaviour was more decent than it had been before, and fome hopes were entertained 
of his reformation. He was employed by a bookfeller to tranflate Fenelon's Demon- 
fixation of the Being of a God. He began now to fupport a better appearance than that 
to which he had lately been accuftomed, and feemed to have fome regard to his charac- 
f/;/w.p. 172. ter (p). But his health now vifibly declined, and he at length died, after a lingering 
illnefs [X"], in, the month of May, 1749, in obfcure lodgings near Shoe-lane. He was 

buried 


fo) Gibber, ubi 
fmpra, p. 171. 
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(6) Cibbcr, ubi 
jupra, p, 170. 


* Fame, bile, tumet jecur, 

* Urbane, mitte opem, precor ; 

* Tibi enim cor human um 

* Non a malis alien am ; 

* Mihi mens nec male grata, 

* Pro a te favore data. 

* Ex Gehenna debitoria, 

* Vulgo, Domo Spongiatoria. Algous/ 

'SIR, 

* J Wrote you yefterday an account of my unhappy 
' cafe. I am every moment threatened to be 

* turned out here, becaufe I have not money to pay 

* for my bed two nights paft, which is ufually paid 

* before-hand, and I am loth to go into the Compter 

* 'till lean fee if my affair can poflibly be made up ; 
€ I hope therefore you will have the humanity to fend 

* me half a guinea for fupport, 'till I finilh your pa- 

* pers in my hands.— The Ode on the Britifh Nation 

* I hope to have done to-day, and want a proof copy 

* of that part of Stowe you defign for the prefent ma- 
4 gazine, that it may be improved as far as poflible 

* from your affiftance. Your papers are but ill tran- 
4 fcribed. I agree with you as to St. Auguftine's 
4 Cave. I humbly intreat your anfwer, having not 

* tafted any thing iince Tuefday evening I same here, 

* and my coat will be taken off my back for the 

* charge of the bed, fo that I mutt go into prifon 

* naked, which is too mocking for me to think of. 

* I am, with fincere regard, 
f Sir, 

* Your unfortunate humble fervant, 

* Crown Coffee Houfe, 

4 Grocer's Alley,Poultry, S. BOYSE.' 

* July zi, 1742* 

* July 21, 1742. 

* Received from Mr. Cave the fum of half a gui- 
4 nea, by me, in confinement, S. Boyse.' 

ios. 6d. * Sent. 

* I fend Mr. Van Haren's Ode on Britain. 

4 To Mr. Cave, at St. John's Gate, Clerkenwell.' 

[G] He often bad recourfe to the meaneft arts > &c] 

< He fometimes ordered his wife to inform people 
' that he was juft expiring, and by this artifice worked 

* upon their companion ; and many of his friends 

* were frequently furprifed to meet the man in the 

* ftreet to-day, to whom they had yefterday fent re- 

* lief, as to a perfon on the verge of death. At other 
4 times he would propofe fubferiptions for poems, of 

* which only the beginning and conclufion were 
4 written ; and by this expedient would relieve fome 
1 prefent neceflity. But as he feldom was able to 

* put any of his poems to the prefs, his veracity in 
f this particular fullered a diminution ; and indeed in 
1 almoft every other particular he might juftly be 
c fufpected; for if he could but gratify an immediate 
4 appetite, he cared not at what expence, whether of 

* the reputation, or purfe of another (6).' 

[//] In 1745* be was at Reading.] While he was 
at this town, his wife died ; and we are told, that- he 

* pretended much concern when he heard of her 

< death. It was an affectation in Mr. Boyfe, to ap- 

* pear very fond of a little lap-dog which he always 
1 carried about with him in his arms, imagining it 

e him the air of a man of tafte. Boyfe, whofe 

* eircumftances were then too mean to put himfelf in 

* mourning, was yet refolved that fome part of his 

* family mould. He Hepped into a little mop pur- 

* chafed half a yard of black ribbon, which he fixed 

* round his dog's neck, by way of mourning for the 


4 lofs of its miftrefs. But this was not the only ri- 

* diculous inftance of his behaviour on the death of 

* his wife. Such was the fottifhnefs of this man, that 

* when he was in liquor, he always indulged a dream 

* of his wife's being ftill alive, and would talk very 

* fpitefully of thofe by whom he fufpected me was 

* entertained. This he never mentioned, however, 

* except in his cups, which was only as often as he 

* had money to fpend. The manner of his becoming 

* intoxicated was very particular. As he had no fpi- 

* rit to keep good company, fo he retired to fome 

* obfeure alehoufe, and regaled himfelf with hot two- 
fi penny, which though he drank in very great quan- 
( tities, yet he had never more than a pennyworth at 

* a time. Such a practice rendered him fo com- 
' pletely fottifh, that even his abilities, as an au- 

< thor, became fenfibly impaired (7).' It appears, ( 7 ) cibber, ubi 
that he married a fecond wife, ' a woman in low cir- fupra, p. ifu 

* cumftances, but well enough adapted to his tafte 

* (8).' (8) Ibid. f .i 7 %, 
[I] He *was employed in compiling an hiftorical work, 

&c] It was printed by D. Henry in Reading; and 
publifhed in 1747, in two volumes, 8vo, under the 
following title : I An Hiftorical Review of the Tranf- 

* actions of Europe, from the Commencement of 
' the War with Spain in 1739, to the Infurrection in 

* Scotland in 1745 : with the Proceedings in Parlia-. 

* ment, and the moft remarkable domeftic Occur- 

* rences during that Period. To which is added, 

* An impartial Hiftory of the late Rebellion, inter- 
4 fperfed with Characters and Memoirs, and illuf- 

* trated with Notes. By Samuel Boyfe, M. A.* 
This work is not deftitute of merit, and contains 
much ufeful information refpecting the hiftory of that 
period. The following is the character given by Mr. 
Boyfe of King George the Second : * His prefent 

Majefty (fays he) is of a middle fize, but very 
ftrait : his air is noble, and his deportment fedate : 
he is mafter of the French, Italian, German, and 
Englifti languages, all which he talks with propri- 
ety and elegance, though in fpeaking the laft he 
retains fomething of a foreign accent. When he 
condefcends to quit his dignity, and converfe fa- 
miliarly, no man rallies with more vivacity, or 
tells a ftory with a better grace. He is faid, on 
fome occafions, to difcover a warmth or impatience 
of temper ; but thofe ftarts or Tallies of paffion ferve 
only to fet off the luftre of his virtues, and to fur- 
nifh him with opportunities of mewing the extent 
of his generofity, affability, and good-nature. 
His reading has been extenfive, and is fo well di- 
gefted, thar he is never at a lofs to exprefs himfelf 
pertinently on any fubject. He is a great oecono- 
mift, fo that though his court is fplendid, it is re- 
gular. His courage is indifputable, having not 
only given proofs of it in his early age, but of late 
years. His conduct while Prince of Wales fhevved, 
that adverfity could not damp his refolution ; and, 
lince his acceflion to the throne, he has made it 
evident he can both forgive injuries, and forget 
them. He is a monarch of great honour and hu- 
manity, and fo ftrictiy juft, that his whole reign 
has never been marked by one Angle act of oppref- 
fion or cruelty. His throne may therefore properly 
be faid to be founded on the ftrongeft bails, the 
love of his fubjects, as has manifestly appeared from 
the fteadinefs and zeal of the people during the late 
wicked attempt to fubvert it (9).' It appears that (9) Vol. I. p. i 9 , 

Boyfe was paid for this work at a very low rate (10). ( IO ) cihfeer,a& 
[K] After a lingering illnefs.] * While Mr Boyfe fuj> r * 9 p. 171. 

c was in this lingering illnefs 3 he feemed to have no 

1 notion 
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( q ) cibber, ubi b ur i e d at the expence of the parifh [L] (q). Such was the end of Samuel Boyfe, who 
fara, p. 173. 1 was a me i a ncholy inftance of the wretchednefs and difgrace which the moft ingenious 
perfons may bring upon themielves, by imprudence, indolence, and an indifcriminate 
indulgence of their appetites and paffions. Had he employed the powers with which 
nature had endowed him, in a manner fuitable to the di&ates of wifdom and of virtue, 
he might have been a happy and refpettable charadter ; inftead of which he was expofed 
to all the miferies of the moft extreme indigence, nor could the eminent talents which 
he pofleffed refcue him from contempt. His genius was not confined to poetry only ; 
he had alfo a tafte for painting, mufic, and heraldry,' with the latter of which he is faid 
to have been well acquainted (r). His poetical pieces, if collected, would make fix 
moderate volumes (j). Many of them are fcattered in the Gentleman's Magazine, 
marked with the letter Y, and others are fubfcribed Alc<eus. Two volumes of his po- 
ems were collected together, and publifhed in London (/). He was employed by Mr. 
Ogle to. tranflate fome of Chaucer's Tales into modern Englifh [M], which he per- 
formed with great fpirit. An ode of his, in the manner of Spenfer, entitled, f The 
c Olive,' was addrefled to Sir Robert Walpole, which procured him a prefent of ten 
guineas. He alfo tranflated a poem from the High Dutch of Van Haren, in praife of 
Peace, upon the conclufion of that made at Aix la Chapelle. But the moft celebrated 
of his performances was his poem called Deity [iV], the third edition of which was pub- 
lifhed 


(r ) Ibid. p. 174, 
fsj Id. ibid. 

ft) 1^ ibid. 


(11) Cibber, ubi 
jufra, p. 173. 


(12) Ibid. 


(13) Jd. ibid. 

( 14) Id. ibid. 


4 notion of his approaching end, nor did he expect 

* it, till it was almoft part the thinking of. His 

* mind, indeed, was often religioiifly difpofed ; he 
' frequently talked upon that fubject ; and, pro- 

* bably, fufFered a great deal from the remorfe of his 

* confcience. The early impreflions of his good edu- 

* cation were never entirely obliterated ; and his 

* whole life was a continued ftruggle between his will 
' and reafon, as he was always violating his duty to 
« the one, while he fell under the fubjection of the 

* other. It was in confequence of this war in his 

* mind, that he wrote a beautiful poem called The 
< Recantation (il).' 

[L] He was Buried at the expence of the parijh.] 

* An old acquaintance of his endeavoured to colled; 

* money to defray the expences of his funeral, fo that 

* the fcandal of being buried by the parim might be 

* avoided. But his endeavours were in vain, for the 

* perfons he folicited had been fo troubled with ap- 

* plications, during the life of this unhappy man, 

* that they refufed to contribute any thing towards 

* his funeral (12)/ 

[M] He <was employed by Mr. Ogle to tranflate fome 
of Chancers Tales into modern Englijb.] Mr. Ogle pub- 
limed an * edition of that old poet's Canterbury Tales 
'< modernized; and Mr. Boyfe's name is put to fuch 
*, tales as were done by him (13).' We are alfo told, 
that Boyfe £ rec%ived at the rate of threepence a line 

* for his trouble (14).' 

[N] His poem called Deity.] From this piece we 
fhall felect the following lines, which will enable our 
readers to form fome judgment cf the performance : 

' Far hence, ye vifionary charming maids, 

< Ye fancy'd nymphs that haunt the Grecian fhades ! 

* Your birth, who from conceiving fiction drew, 

* Your felves producing phantoms as untrue ; 
c But come, fuperior Mufe ! divinely bright, 

* Daughter of heav'n, whofe offspring ftill are light ; 

* Oh condefcend, celeftial facrcd guefl ! 

' To purge my fight, and confecrate my breaft ; 

* While I prefume Omnipotence to trace, 

* And fing that Pow'r, who peopl'd boundlefs fpace ! 
< Thou prefent wert, when forth th' Almighty rode 

* While Chaos trembled at the voice of God ! 

* Thou faw, when o'er th? immenfe his line he drew, 

* When Nothing from his Word exiftence knew ! 

* His Word, that wak'd to life the vaft profound, 

* While confeious Light was kindl'd at the found ! 
« Creation fair I furpriz'd th' angelic eyes, J 

< And fov'reign Wifdom faw that all was wife ! 

■ Him, fole Almighty Nature's book difplays, 

* Diftinct the page, and legible the rays ! 

* Let the wild fceptic his attention throw, 

* To the broad horizon, or earth below; 

* He finds thy foft imprelfion touch his bread, 

* He feels the God, — and owns him unconfefs'd ! 

4 Should the ftray-Pilgrim, tir'd of fands and Ikies, 

* In Libya's wafte behold a Palace rife, 

' Would he believe the charm from atoms wrought ? 

* Go, Atheift, hence, and mend thy jufter thought ! 


c What hand, Almighty Architect ! but thine 
f Could give the model of this vaft defign ? 

* What hand but thine adjuft th' amazing whole ? 
' And bid con fen ting fyftems beauteous roll ! 

' What hand but thine fupply the folar light? 
' For ever wafting, yet for ever bright ! 

* What hand but thine the ftarry train array, 

( Or give the moon to fhed her borrow'd ray ? 
£ What hand but thine the azure convex fpread ? 
' What hand but thine trace out the ocean's bed ? 
f To the vaft main the fandy barrier throw, 
r And with that feeble curb reftrain the foe ! 
r What hand but thine the wintry flood aflwage, 
' Or ftop the tempeft in its wildeft rage ! 

* Thee infinite ! what finite can explore ? 
: Imagination finks beneath thy pow'r ; 

r Thee could the ableft of thy creatures know, 
: Loft were thy Unity, for he were Thou ! 
: Yet prefent to all fenfe thy pow'r remains, 
: Reveal'd in Nature, Nature's Author reigns ! 
: In vain would error from conviction fly, 
1 Thou every where art prefent to the eye ! 

The fenfe how ftupid, and the fight how blind, 

That fails this univerfal truth to find ? 

\ Go ! — all the fightlefs realms of fpace furvey, 

Returning trace the Planetary Way ! 

The fun, that in his central glory fhines, 

While ev'ry planet round his orb inclines ; 

Then at our intermediate globe repofe, 

And view yon lunar Satellite that glows ! 

Or caft along the azure vault thy eye, 

When golden day enlightens all the Iky ; 

Around behold earth's variegated fcene, 

The mingling profpects, and the flow'ry green ; 

The mountain brow, the long extended wood, 

Or the rude rock that threatens o'er the flood ! 

And fay are thefe the wild effects of chance ? 

Oh ftrange effect of reas'ning ignorance ! 

* Nor pow'r alone confefs'd in grandeur lies, 
The glittering planet, or the painted fkies ! 
Equal, the elephant's or emmet's drefs, 

The Wifdom of Omnipotence confefs ; 

Equal, the cumbrous whale's enormous mafs, 

With the fmall infect in the crouded grafs ; 

The mite that gambols in its acid fea, 

In fhape a porpus, tho* a fpeck to thee ! 

Ev'n the blue down the purple plum furrounds, 

A living world, thy failing fight confounds ! 

To him a peopled habitation fhows, 

Where millions tafte the bounty God beftows. 

< Great Lord of life, whofe all-controlling might 

Thro' wide creation beams divinely bright, 

Nor only does thy pow'r in forming fhine, 

But to annihilate, dread King 1 is thine. 

Shouldil thou withdraw thy ftill-fupporting hand, 

How languid Nature would aftonifh'd ftand ! 

Thy frown Night's antient empire would reftore, 

And raife a blank — where fyftems fmil'd before ! 

* See in corruption, all-furprizing ftate, 
How ftruggling life eludes the ftroke of fate ; 

f Shocks 


(u ) Meditations 
and Contempla- 
tions, Vol. ii. 
p. 239. edit. 
1767. 


(15) Deity, 
p. 21—26, 


(a) Prince^ 
Worthies of 
Devon, p. 52. 


(c) Dugdale in 
Chron. Ser« 

p. 13. 

(d) Id. Origin. 
Jurid. p. 56. 

(e) See this ar- 
ticle in the Ge- 
neral Diction- 
ary. 
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Iifhed in 8vo, in 1752. It is flryled by the Rev. Mr. James Hervey < a beautiful and 
1 inftru&ive poem («) j' and is alf# fpoken of with commendation by Mr. Henry Field- 
ing [0]. Some of Mr. Boyfe's friends advifed him to turn his thoughts towards the 
drama, as that fpecies of poetical compofition is more lucrative than any other, and 
they thought him qualified for it (w) : but he appears never to have attempted any thing 
of that kind.] T. 
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(to) Cibber, uH 
fupra, p. 174. 


* Shock'd at the fcene, tho' fenfe averts its eye, 

* Nor flops the wond'rous procefs to defcry ; 

* Yet jufter thought the myftic change purfucs, 

* And with delight Almighty Wifdom views ! 

* The brute, the vegetable world furveys, 

* Sees life fubfifting ev'n from life's decays ! 

* Mark there, felf-taught, the pen five reptile come, 

* Spin his thin fliroud, and living build his tomb ! 

* With confeious care his former pleafures leave, 

* And drefs him for the bufinefs of the grave ! 

* Thence, pafs'd the fhort-liv'd change, renew'd he 

* fprings, 

* Admires the fkics, and tries his painted wings ! 

* With airy flight the in fed roves abroad, 

* And fcorns the meaner earth he lately trod (15).' 

[O] Spoken of with commendation by Mr, Henry 
Fielding. J That ingenious writer gives a quotation 
from it, which he ftyles 1 a very noble one/ and then 


adds, * It is taken from a poem called the Deity, 

* publimed about nine years ago, and long fince bu- 

c ried in oblivion ; a proof that good books, no more ^ 

' than good men, do always furvive the bad (16).' Tom Jones* 

Mr. Boyfe himfelf faid, that, upon the firft publi- Book viit u 
cation of the Deity y a gentleman acquainted with Mr. 
Pope took occafion to af>: that poet, if he was not the 
author of it; to which Mr. Pope replied, 1 that he 
1 was not the author, but that there were many lines 
' in it of which he fhould not be afhamed.' This Mr. 
Boyfe confidered as a very great compliment (17). 

We are told, that when Mr. Hervey heard that the ^ 
author of this poem was in neceflitous circumftances, 3 ' 
he depofited two guineas in the hands of a trufty per- 
fon, to be given him whenever his occafions mould 
prefs (18). If Mr. Hervey's friend had proper in- (iS) W/V.p. i 7 i. 
formation concerning Boyfe, he certainly was under 
no neceflity of keeping the money long in his hands. 


(17) Cibber, 
ubi fupra, p. 


BR ACTON (Henry de), a moft celebrated Englifh Lawyer and Judge in the 
XHIth century. According to the fentiments of a certain Antiquary, this worthy writer 
was a native of Devonfhire (a) [A]. He ftudied in his younger years at Oxford, and 
became a Doftor of both Laws. He afterwards applied himfelf to the ftudy of our own 
laws, and became fo confiderable by his knowledge in them {b) y that King Henry III. 
made him one of his Judges itinerant in the 29th year of his reign, that is, about the 
year 1244 (c) ; and being 1H11 highly in his favour, about ten years afterwards he gave 
him the Earl of Derby's houfe in London, to ferve him for his habitation in town, till 
the heir of that Earl became of age (d). Many of our modern writers have obferved 
from Bale and Pits, that he was made Chief Juftice of England, which poll he is faid 
to have held twenty years (e). Some doubts have been raifed about this fa£t, becaufe 
the accurate Sir William Dugdale takes no notice of this promotion ; which, however, 
is reported on better authority than thefe late writers are aware of, as will be fhewn in 
the notes [£]. He exercifed his great office with much honour and integrity, at a time 
when other Judges atted in a very different manner (f). That which hath chiefly con- 
tributed to render him famous to pofterity, is his excellent work of the Laws of Eng- 
land, to which it is faid he himfelf gave the title of Brito (g), and hence perhaps lb 
many miftakes happened in writing his name [C]. This work, as it is one of the an- 

cienteft, 


(b) Bale Script. 
Illuflr. Mi Bryr. 
Cent. III. cap. 
xcviii. p 282. 
edit. Bafil. 1557* 
Pits, Rebt. 
Angl p. 310. 


(f) Sir R. Cot- 
ton, in his Short 
View of the 
Long Reign of 
Henry III. 

(g) Leland, de 
Scr. cap, eclxxvi. 


(1) Ap. Princess 
Worthies of De- 


(2) na. 


(3) Keep's Mo- 
nument. Weft, 
roon. p. 317, 


(4) Page 13. 

(5) JW. 


(6) Origin. Ju- 
rid. p. 56, 

(7) De Script. 
Brit.cap.cclxxTf, 


[A] This worthy writer was a native of Devon- 
Jhire.~\ This was firft afferted by Sir William Pole, 
in his Defcription of Devonfhire, which is Hill in 
MS. (1) From him Mr. Prince took it, who tells 
us farther, that in all probability he was born in the 
parilh of Bracton or Bratton, near Oakhampton. 
That there was an ancient Devonfhire family of his 
name is out of doubt (2) ; neither is it at all impro- 
bable, that the Judge might be of it. Yet none of 
thefe writers pretend to fay what became of his de- 
fendants, excepting that Mr. Prince conjectures, his 
line might end in an hcirefs, who married one of 
the Cary family, becaufe he finds the arms of Brac- 
ton quartered amongft many others by the Lord Hunf- 
don (3). 

[B] As will he jbewn in the notes, ] We owe to 
Sir William Dugdale all the few dates which we have 
been able to infert in this life. In his Chronica Se- 
ries, he tells us, that in the 29th of Henry TIL, Hen- 
ry de Bracton and others were conftituted Juftices 
Itinerant, for the counties of Nottingham and Der- 
by (4), and in the 30th of the fame reign, for the 
counties of Northumberland, Weftmorland, Cumber- 
land, and Lancafter (5). In another place he recites 
the writ, whereby the King grants him the cuftody of 
the houfe of William de Ferrers, Earl of Derby, 
which bears date at Winchefter, 25th May, in the 
38th of the faid King (6). As to his being Chief 
Juftice, it was nrlt mentioned by the celebrated John 
Leland (7), and he tells us plainly, that he found it 
in one of the MSS. of our Judge's book, then pre- 
ferved in a certain library. Hence alfo Bale took it, 
for he does not mention him in the firft edition of his 
book, printed in 15*19, becaufe probably he had not 
the opportunity of confulting Leland's book; but in 

Vol. IX. 


the edition of Bafil, in 1557 (8); he tranferibes Le- 
land very exactly. Pits wrote after him only accord- 
ing to his ufual cuftom. He runs out into a long 
panegyric on the Judge's virtues (9) ; for which, how- 
ever, he had no other vyarrant than what he met with 
in Bale. One thing is obfervable, that thefe writers 
call our author Braclonus in Latin, whereas Leland 
calls h im Brachedunus 1 which is one reafon, perhaps, 
why his authority has been by many people overlook- 
ed. If we mould fuppofe that he was made Chief 
Juftice, when he had the houfe given him at Lon- 
don, we' mull then place his death in anno Domini 
1273, that is, in the firft year of Edward I. which 
agrees perfectly well with the other authorities, and 
with the dates in his own writings. 

[C] So many miftakes happened in writing his name.~\ 
Bifhop Nicholfon tells us, that his name was vari- 
oufly written in the records neareft his own time, 
wherein, fays he, we find him called Bratton, Bre- 
ton, Bretton, Briton, Britton, and Bryfton (10): 
he might have added a great many more, fince at this 
time he took his name to be John, confounding him 
with John Breton, Bifhop of Hereford, who was a 
Doctor of both laws, and who wrote a very large 
work, concerning the laws of England (11). It is 
to Leland we owe the knowledge of our author's 
giving the title of Brito to his work (12), which he 
found in the before-mentioned MS., though it is ge- 
nerally intitled, De Legibus et Confuetudinibus An- 
gliae. In his fir 11 chapter, our author tells us fairlv, 
that, f whereas England was governed by unwritten 
1 cuftoms, which differed in feveral places, thefe 
' laws were liable to frequent mifconftructions. noc 
« only from the ignorance of thofc who took upon 
c them to decide before they were well verted in the 
6 X ■ laws, 


(S) Page ag». 
(9) Page 310. 


(ro) Englifh Hi- 
ftorical Library, 
Part iii. p, 130, 
Lond. 1699. 

(11) VideB^e 
dt Script, in Vik 
Joan. Briton. 

(il) De Script. 
Brit.cap.cclxxri. 
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cienteft, fo it has.been always efteemed one of the moft accurate and methodical treadles 
on our laws [Z>]. Some authors, however, who have quoted it very freely, have 
flrangely miftaken the writer's meaning; and ibme who have pretended to criticife 
them, inftead of mending matters, have made them much worfe [£]. We have no 

kind 


(13) De Legib. 
fol. 1. 


(14) Page 139. 


(1 5 ) VidePrse- 
f»L per T. N. 
ad edit. Lond. 
1640, 4/0. 

(16) Englifl>Hi- 
ftorical Library, 
Par: iii. p. 140, 


(17) Page 141. 


(18) Lib. iii. 
Tra&. ii. 
«. xxxvii, § i2, 
fol. 159. 


(19) Edit. Lond. 
1614, L '-> P* 
263. 270. 281. 

334- 


(20) See his 
Speech in the 
State Trials, 
Vol. i. p. 993. 

(21) Dcfenf. Po- 
pul. Anglican. 
Sec. edit, Lond, 
1652, 24f* f 
ca^. viii, p. 155. 


* laws, but alfo from the arrogance of others, who 

* taking advantage of thefe differences, fought ra- 

* ther to follow their own opinions, than the laws ; 

* therefore, for the fake of the lefs knowing, he, the 

* faid Henry de Bmclon, had refolved to reduce thefe 

* things into a regular method, under proper heads, 
/ of which he defires the reader's favourable accept- 

6 ance (13). 5 There are indeed fome variations in 
the MSS., even in this paflage : however, we may be 
fure that Brachdon, Bracton, or Bratton, was cer- 
tainly his name, and that all the other appellations 
mull either be referred to his book, or to the before- 
mentioned Bifhop. As to his chriftian name, there 
never was any difpute about it, Bifhop Nicholfon's 
calling him John (14), being a plain miftake, and 
not the only one neither into which he has fallen 
about our author, either for want of reading his work, 
or for want of attending to what he read, as will fuf- 
ficiently appear in fome of the following notes. 

[Z>] Methodical treat ifes on our laws.] We have 
already given the title of this book, wherein our au- 
thor profefles to treat of the laws and cuftoms of Eng- 
land, and therefore we need not repeat it. It is di- 
vided into five books, and thofe again, excepting the 
two firft Books, into feveral tracts, of which the third 
contains two, the fourth feven, and the fifth five. 
The method is plainly the fame with that of the Em- 
peror Jullinian (15), as Bifhop Nicholfon obferves 
from the preface to one of the printed editions (16) : 
but it is a great miftake to fay he begins with the fe- 
veral legal methods of procuring properties, for this 
is the fubjectof his fecond book. In the firft hefpeaks 
of the divifion of things, of law in general, of the 
feveral kinds of laws, of perfonal diftinftions, and of 
feveral kinds of eftates. Then he thews how property 
may be lawfully acquired, how it is to be maintained 
and defended, and how recovered. Throughout the 
whole there runs a proper regifter of writs ; and what- 
ever he delivers as law, is juftified by the report of 
cafes adjudged ; fo that it is not eafy to conceive how 
a more regular or ufeful book could be compofed at 
the time in which he lived. The author's great de- 
ference for the Papal power is the only thing that can 
be objected to him ; and for this the author of the 
preface endeavours to account, by faying that Brac- 
ton wrote but a little after King John had refigned his 
crown to the Pope, in which Bifhop Nicholfon fol- 
lows him precifely, though without quoting (17). 
But unluckily Bratton fcts this excufe afide ; fince by 
the records he cites, it is plain that he did not fet 
pen to paper till between fifty and fixty years after 
that event (18), and confequcntly he could not be 
much influenced thereby. The true rcafon of his 
writing in this ftyle, was his being himfelf a Canonift, 
and becaufe in thofe days the laws of the land favour- 
ed the Papal power : the error, therefore, was in 
them, and not in him, fo that any excufe is needleA. 
The firft printed edition of Bracton is at London, in 
1569 in folio. In 1640, it was printed in 4to, and 
great pains were taken, by collating various MSS. to 
make the text as perfect as might be, of which we 
have a large account in the preface. There is alfo a 
table of various readings, and an excellent one of 
contents. Mr. Selden mentions our author frequently 
in feveral of his works, particularly in his Titles of 
Honour (19). It may not be amifs to obferve, that 
his remarks relate to the firft edition, which was in- 
deed very faulty. 

[E] Inftead of mending mat ten , have, made them 
much worfc.] The trial and execution of King 
Charles I. were things of fuch an extraordinary na- 
ture, that we need not wonder that thofe who had 
any hand in acting or defending them, mould have 
recourfe to any fuch paflages in our law books as 
might feem to warrant things of this nature. Serjeant 
Bradlhaw, therefore, who was Prefidcnt of the High 
Court of Juftice, cited Bracton in his- fpeech at giv- 
ing fentence (20) on the King. But Milton, in his 
defence of the people of England again ft Salmafius 
(21), quotes him more precifely ; his words are thefe : 
* Our ancient and famous Lawyer Bracton, in his firft 


* book, chap. 8. There is no King in the cafe, fays he 9 
s « where will rules the roaft ; and law does not take 
f place. And in his third book, chap. 9. A King is 
e a King fo long as he rules well ; he becomes a tyrant 
' when he opprejfes the people committed to his charge. 
' And in the fame chapter, The King ought to ufe the 

* power of law and right, as God's Miuijier and Vice- 

* gerent ; the power of wrong is the devil's, and not 
1 God's ; when the King turns ajide to do injuftice, he is 

•* the Minijler of the devil (22).' A little after he 

fays: * Since our Kings therefore are liable to be 

* judged, whether by the name of Tyrants or of 
1 Kings, it muft not be difficult to affign their legal 
' Judges. Nor will it be amifs to confult the fame 

* authors upon that point. Bracton, book 1. chap. 
16. Fleta, book 1. chap. 17. The King has his 

fuperiors in the Government : The law, by which he 
is made King, and his Court, to wit, the Earls, and 
the Barons: Comites (Earls) are as much as to fay, 
Companions ; and he that has a Companion, has a 
Majler; and therefore if the King will be without a 
bridle, that is, ?wt govern by law, they ought to bri- 
dle him (23).' It is no wonder that fuch as were no 
Lawyers, knew not how to anfwer thefe authorities. 
To avoid lofingtime, therefore, we ihall pafs by their 
anfwers, and give the reader the paflages from which. 
Milton makes his citations at large in Bracton's own 
words, and then the reader will eafily judge, what 
weight his authority ought to have. Tr*e» firft quota- 
tion is from a fection which has this title : De Dig?ii- 
tate Regis, et quod Rex non habet par em, that is, Oj the 
Royal dignity, and that the King hath, no equal (24). 
The whole lection runs thus, Sunt et fub Rege Milites, 
tffc. * There are under the King Knights or military 
perfons, who are chofen to exercife arms, that with 
the King and the Nobility they may fight and de- 
fend their country, and the people of God. There 
are alfo under the King freemen, and fuch as are 
fubjett to them ; but ail are under him, and he is 
under none fave God alone, for he hath no equal 
in his kingdom; otherwise the maxim would fail, 
an equal over his equal hath no authority; much 
lefs can he have any greater, or his fuperior, for 
then he muft be beneath his fubjects, and inferiors 
cannot be equal to fuperiors. The King, there- 
fore, ought not to be under man, but under God 
and the law, and under the law becaufe the law 
makes him King. The King ought to refpect the 
law, becaufe the law refpects him, by giving him 
dominion and authority, for he is not a King where 
will, but where the law prevails. And that he 
ought to be under the law, as he is God's Vice- 
gerent, evidently appears from his likenefs to, in 
this refpect, Jefus Chrift, who came here upon 
earth, becaufe the all-merciful God, when he re 
folved to reftorc loft mankind, made choice rather 
of this method of deftroying the works of the devil, 
not by the force of power, but of juftice, and fo 
would have him under the law, that he might re- 
deem thofe who were under the law, declining to 
ufe force, but rather reafon and judgment; and fo 
the blefled Virgin Mary, the mother of our Lord, 
though by a" Angular privilege fhe was above law, 
yet to give an example of humility, refufed not 
fubmiflion to the legal inftitutions. In like man- 
ner the King, that his power may not be without 
reftraint, though there is none greater in his king- 
dom to do juftice, ought, in fubmitting thereto, to 
jhew the fame readinefs as the meaneft of his fub- 
jects. But if any claim be made againft him, as 
his writ cannot run againft himfelf, the method 
muft be by petition that he would correct and 
amend his own act, which if he doth not do, it is 
fuflicient punifhment for him that he muft be ac* 
countable unto God. For no man muft prefume 
to difpute his actions, much lefs to controul them.' 
Milton's next citation is from a fection of our au- 
thor's, wherein he propofes to fpeak of the King's 
ordinary jurifdiction. He tells us, it con fills in his 
acting as God's Vice-gerent : this, he fays, is the 
duty and office of a King ; whereas he who governs 

tyrannically. 


(22) A Defence 
of the People of 
England, by 
John Milton, 

1695, %>V3, 
p. I94. 


(23)22#V.p.i9 S . 


(24} Bracton de 
Lagibu', lib. i. 
cap. viii. § 5. 
fol. 5, 6. 


(i) TheChro 
nicies of Eng- 
land, Vol. iii. 
p. *76. 


BRACTON. BRADFORD. 

kind of certainty as to the time of our author's death ; yet Bale and Pits feem to place 
him too high, when they fay he Haurifhed in 1240, fince we are fure he did not write his 
book till after the year 1262 (b)> perhaps not till ten years after* fo that probably he 
furvived his m after, and died in the reign of Edward L It is very true, that in Ho- 
linfhed (*), he is mentioned in the lift of learned men, who flourifhed under the reign 
of Henry, and nothing is faid of him under that of Edward but this does not prove 
that he did not outlive King Henry, but that he did not long outlive him, or make a 
great figure under his fon, which is allowed fo to be; and at this diftance of time, we 
muft, in reference to fuch things, with probable conjectures learn to be content. 
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(h) Bratfon de 
Le^ib. edit. 
Lone!. 1640, 
fol. 159, 


{25) Lib. nl. tyrannically, is the minifterof the devil (25). Thence 
Traa. 1. cap. ix. ne takes occafion to fhew of iiow great importance it 
$ 3. o . 107. . - s t0 |^j n g S themielves, that they confider the dignity 
of their office, and adl fuitably thereto. Immediately 
after he adds, 1 But if a King be deftitute of this 
c knowledge, he deflroys himfelf, becaufe from a cor- 

* rupt head there muft deicend corruption to the 

* members ; and if there be not fenfe and fpirit in the 

* governing member, it follows, that the reft cannot 

* long perform their functions.' As to the laft cita- 
tion, it is drawn from that part of Bradlon's book, 
wherein he is fpeaking of Royal Charters, and the 
belt way to underftand his true fenfe is to confider his 

(26) Id. lib. i. own wor ^ s ( 2 ^). ' None, fays he, can judge either 
cap. xvi. * of the King's Ad or of his Charter, fo as to make 

* the deed of our Lord the King void. But a perfon 

* may fay that the King ought to do juftice, and in 

* fo doing that he acts right, and if he acts otherwife 
' wrong ; and then it is incumbent upon him to re- 

* drefs the injury, that he and his Juftices may avoid 

* punifhment, at the judgment of the living God. 

* For the King hath for his fuperior God, as alfo the 
4 law by which he is made King. Likewije his Court, 
4 covfjling of Earls and Barons, the former being filed 
4 Co mites, becaufe they are as it were companions of the 
4 King, and he who hath a companion hath a Majler ; 

* wherefore if the King be without a bridle, that is 
4 without law, then ought they to bridle him, ' Icjl they 
4 as well as the King, be without bridle, and in this 
4 cafe the Jubjecls cry out and fay, O Lord Jefus Chrift, 
4 put a bit and bridle in their jaws, and reftrain them ; 

* to which our Lord Jhall anfwer, I will call a, frong 

* nation from afar, a nation whom they have not known, 
' and whofe language they are ignorant of, and they 
4 Jhall dejlroy them, and root them out from the earth ; 

* even fuch Jhall their fudges be, becaufe they refufe to 

* judge their fubjecls juftly> and in the end they Jhall be 
4 bound hand and foot, and be thrown into a lake of 
4 fire, and utter darknefs, where there Jhall be weeping 
4 and gnajhing of teeth* It muft be allowed that no- 
thing in this paflage of Bratton juftifies a coercive 
power over the perfon of the King, becaufe we muft 
underftand it in fuch a fenfe as is agreeable to the paf- 
fage firft cited from him ; and fo it appears, that if 
Bracton be confiftent with himfelf, the fcope of his 
book muft be confiftent with that doctrine, which 
Mr. Milton cites him to fupport. A late editor of 


another very ancient law-writer, who intitled his 
book Fleta (27), I mean the very ingenious Mr. 
Clarke of the Middle-Temple, obferves, that both 
his author and Bracton have been cited, by fome 
magnifiers of royal power, as favourable to the bound- 
lefs authority of Kings; But, as he rightly obferves, 
fuch authors are always to be underftood, in a legal 
fenfe (28) : and indeed it were to be wifhed, that 
Kings and fubjeds would regulate their conducts ac- 
cording to the maxims of our old law-books, wherein 
the former are faid to be abfolute in doing good, and 
incapable of doing evil, becaufe none can be legally 
warranted by them fo to do; as on the other hand the 
latter are exhorted to a conftant and perpetual obedi- 
ence, becaufe it is for their own good. Before we take 
leave of Bracton, it may not be amifs to obferve, 
that one of the moft authentic MSS. of this work of 
his was burnt in the fire which happened in the Cot- 
ton Library at Afhburnham houfe, October the twen- 
ty-third, 1731 (29). C. 

# #* [Dr- Campbell obferves, in the preceding 
note, that 6 if Bracton be confiftent with himfelf, the 
4 fcope of his book muft be in confiftent with that doc- 
4 trine, which Mr. Milton cites him to fupport. ' 
The cafe feems to be, that the pan" ages in Bracton 
are not perfectly confiftent ; and he probably did not 
chufe to exprefs himfelf very clearly on fo delicate a 
fubject as that of punifhing or oppofing Kings. But 
he evidently a/ferts, that the nobility have a right to 
bridle the King, if he acts without law; and if they 
had a right to bridle him, they muft have a right to 
exercife fome coercive power over him. But what- 
ever might be the fentiments of Bracton concerning 
Kings, there can be no doubt in the prefent age, 
but that the regal power is limited by law, and that 
it is juftifiable to oppofe invafions of the rights of the 
people. Before the Revolution, the inhabitants of 
this country often nobly aflerted their liberties : but 
fince that event, the prerogatives of the prince, and 
the rights of the people, have been more exactly 
afcertained. The monarchs of this country are now, 
by the conltitution, as much under the controul of the 
law as the meaneft of. their fubjects : nor can the 
doctrine of paflive obedience be now maintained by 
any real friend to the prefent regal eftabliftiment.] 


(27) Lond, 
1735, foli-j. 


(28) Page a2, 
note b„ 


(29) Report 
from the Com- 
mittee appointed 
to view the Cot- 
ton Library, 
p. 92, xii. 
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his A£ls and 
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1684, fo). 232, 
Alfo Dr. Fuller's 


BRADFORD (John) a faithful Profeflbr of, and valiant Sufferer for, the Re- 
formed Religion, under the cruel perfecutions of Popery, in the reign of Queen Mary, 
was born in the former part of King Henry the Vlllth's reign, of genteel parents, in the 
town of Manchefter in Lancafhire, where he received good education, not only in the 
Latin tongue, but arrived to great perfection in writing and accompts ; fo that he had 
few equals in thofe parts (a) y for his qualifications of that kind. Thefe excellencies of 
the pen to which he had attained, recommended him to the fervice of Sir John Har- 
rington, a noble Knight, in great efteem with that King, and his fon Edward VI., 
under whom he was divers times Treafurer, and Pay-mafter of the Englifli forces, and 
AbeiRedivivus, builder of the military works or fortifications at Boulogne in France (b) ; where Mr. 
isVVnthe Bradford's dexterity in writing, his exa&nefs in auditing accompts, and readinefs of 
elldford*''' difpatch, rendered him a very ufeful and much approved clerk, fo that it was fcarcely 
to be told, whether either lived to the other more beloved, or more profitable (c). He 
pa(Ted feveral years in this employment, lived in great credit, made a fplendid appear- 
ance, and was in a fair way both to wealth and honour. Nor was he only entrufted with 
the care of tranfadling his matter's bufinefs with the pen, but with his purfe alfo - y fo 
that he appears rather his Deputy than his Clerk, from his own words j where, fpeak- 
ing of one Mafter Thomas Hufley of Lincolnfhire, who was fome time an officer in the 
Duke of Norfolk's family, his coming to vifit and confer with him, by private direc- 
tions from the Prelates, when Bradford was, feveral years after, under their examina- 
tion at St. Mary Overies for his opinions in religion j and faying, he would Ipeak with 

me, 


(b) Idtm. 


(c) See Mr. 
John Bradford's 
Lyfe, prefixed u 
his Examina- 
tions, &c. before 
the Lord Chan- 
cellor, Bifliop of 
Winchefter 5 
the Bifhop of 
London, arid 
other Commif- 
fioners, &?c. 
printed at Lon- 
don, by W, 
Griffith, 8 V », 
*$6t, p. a. 


540 


(e) Speed's Hift. 
of Great Britain, 
fol. 1623, p. 
1051, &c, Alfo 
John Stow*s 
Annals, fol. 
l6is» p. 59T. 
Alfo in Bibii- 
oth. Cotton. Ti- 
berius, C. VJII. 
53- 


(f) Mr. John 
Bradford's Lyf>> 
before his Exa- 
mination. Alfo 
Fox, and Fuller, 
as above. 

(b) Abel Redi- 
vivus, in the 
Life of Mr, 
Bradford, p. 181. 


BRADFORD. 

me, fays Bradford, for 'old acquaintance fake, he adds; c for 1 was at Muttrcl journey 
c a Pay-mafter; in which he was, and had often received money at my hands (d)J 
And this feems to have been in the year 1544, when King Henry, provoked beyond 
patience at the afllftance which the King of France afforded the Scots again ft him, 
went thither with an army in perfon, conquered Boloign, and-articled afterwards that it 
fliould not be reltored till he was paid eight hundred thou land crowns (e). We have 
met with but one author who has difcovered, and that with a commendable Tince- 
rity, the real occafion of Mr. Bradford's changing this fecular for a religious 
courfe of life. 'Tfs certainly one of the moft remarkable circumftances in it: for to 
know how men came by the viciflitudes of their fortune or condition, is one of the moft 
inftruttive and defirable particulars in their memoirs ; and that incident being commu- 
nicated to the world by an intimate acquaintance of his, it therefore highly deferved to 
have been revived by all who have related his ftory. Yet Fox, Holland, Fuller, and 
others, by whom he has been moft largely commemorated, have been filcnt in this im- 
portant occurrence ; whether through their being unacquainted with it, or any needlefs 
tendernefs towards his memory ; as if a flaw in his private character could diminifh the 
merit of his fufFering fo heroically in a public one. In ftiort, his pen, which raifed him 
to that ftation in civil life, removed him to an ecclefiaftic one, in which he became 
more laftingly eminent, and exemplary; I fay, the volubility of that pen appears to 
have been fuch, that either by under or over charging an article in his accounts, where- 
by the King was ibme confiderable lofer, he never refted at eafe, efpecially after he had 
heard a fermon of Mr. Latimer's upon Reft i tut ion > till he had made full fatisfa&ion, 
and finally fettled himfelf in a more fevcre calling, above the temptation of all worldly 
enfharements. But firft of all, after his retiring from that employment in the army, we 
find him refiding for a while in the Inner-Temple; where, as it is laid, he ftudied the 
common laws of this realm (f) y and for fome time folicited fuits there, for Sir John 
Harrington, as Dr. Fuller informs us (g). In another part of this author's works, it is 
faid, that Bradford bellowed fome few hours every day there, in hearing the Reader of 
the Common Law (b). But whatever he ftudied, or heard in the Temple, it appears 
by his letters from thence, to his pious friend Mr. Traves, that he heard more Sermons 
than Law- Lectures there j and that he was already grown a Divine, before he had taken 
the orders of one; but not a word either of the practice or ftudy of the Law does he 
mention : and indeed how little that profeflion interfered with the humiliation, contri- 
tion, and deep repentance which had now poflefled his heart for the mifconduft afore- 
faid, may be read in his own words, and thofe of other credible authors [//]. It 

appears 


f</;TheE*ami. 
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Conftant Martyr 
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Bradford, &c. 
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(1) Fox's Acts 
and Monuments, 
as before, Vol. iii. 
p. 296. 


[^] May be read in his oivn words, and thofe of 
other credible authors.} Concerning that bufinefs of 
his repentance, and the reftitution to be made, as 
above fpoken of, we mall firfh recite what he men- 
tions himfelf, in fome of his Letters to his faid pious 
friend, Mr. John Traves, Minifter of Blackley, both 
after he was removed to the Temple, and to Cam- 
bridge. In one of thefe letters, written from the 
Temple, the Sunday after the aforefaid famous fer- 
mon, as he calft it, which wrought fo mucli upon 
him, was preached by Latimer, he has thefe words : 
.* Since my coming to London, I was with Mr. La- 

* timer; whofe counfel is, as you mall hear, which I 

* purpofe by God's grace to obey. He willed me, 
c as I have done, to write to my mailer, who is in the 

* country, and to fhew him, that, if within a certain 

* time, which I appointed, fourteen Days, he do 

* not go about to make Reftitution, that I will fubmit 

* myfelf to my Lord Protector, and the King's Ma- 

* jeftie's Council, to confefs the fault, and afk par- 

* don. This life is uncertain, and frail; and when 

* time is, it mull not be deferred ; and what fhould 

* it profit me, to win the whole world, and to Jofe 

* my own foul ? If, as I juftly have deferved, I be 

* put to death for it, God's will be done. At the 

* Jeaft, /lander, reproach, * rebuke, lofs of worldly 
' friends, lofs of living, &c. (hall enfue : What then ? 

* Lord, thy will be done, thine I am ; if death come, 

* welcome be it ; if flander, &c. Even as thou wilt, 

* Lord, fo be it. Only grant me a penitent, loving, 

* obedient heart ; and of mere love to go forwards 
' herein, and not to flirink ; to ftand, and not to 

* fall; that thy name only be praifed herein. Amen 

* (1).' In another letter written by Mr. Bradford to 
the faid Mr. Traves, he appears ftill very folicitous 
with Sir John, Harrington, (o accommodate this mat- 
ter. He fays therein, That his faid mafter had been 
in London a few days after he wrote his lall, and that 
he had entreated him to difcharge the account, or he 
would fubmit himfelf. Sir John anfwered him, That 
if the books would declare it, he would give fatisfac- 
tion. Bradford fhewed the books; whereupon Sir 


John promi fed, fays he, as much as I could afk. But 
Sir John being more moved than he had caufe, Brad- 
ford defired to know how, and in what time, he 
would difcharge them both? Hereupon Sir John 
thinking him over-curious, anxious, or fcrupulous, 
faid, he mould not know; nor would he, by anfwer- 
ing thofe words, have his head under his girdle. Yet 
did Bradford ftill defire, many times, to know, in 
what manner, and by what time the faid difcharge 
was to be effected ; and 4 doubting, fays he, worldly 

* wifdom, which ufeth delays, to reign in him, with 

* this mammon, I was fomething more (harp, and 
( told him, Non ego tamen fed gratia tua, Domine ; I 
' would obey God more than man : The which he 
1 lightly regarding, as it feemed, I departed, and 
' went to Mr. Latimer, to have had him brought me 
f to my Lord Protector, who then purpofed fhortly tu 
c take his journey to vifit the Ports.' Wherefore 
Latimer advifed him to flay till his return ; which was 
to be before Eafter. In the mean time, his mailer 
having made one of his fons an inftrument to move 
Bradford with fome worldly views, he thereat pre- 
vailed upon him to ftiew Sir John, more plainly, his 
farther purpofe ; which when Sir John knew, it fo 
moved and terrified him, that he began fomewhat to 
relent, and then made fair promifes, That whatever 
Bradford fliould propofe, he would comply with: 
But Bradford's proportions pleafed not. And his 
mafter, departing out of London, unknown to him, 
fent him word by another of his fons, who was not of 
fo good principles as the former, and therefore more 
fufpectcd, that he would do all things Bradford de- 
fired ; only his fame and ability preferved. And by 
that fon, his mafter alfo fent a bill, wherein he de- 
clared himfelf contented, within twelve months, to 
deliver into Bradford's hands the whole money: Bin 
he not thinking it fo expreffive as it might have been, 
drew another, and fent it to him, defiring he would 
fign and leal it; which Mr. Latimer thought would 
be fuflicient : 4 But as yet, fays Bradford, hear not 
1 of it, doubting worldly ^bifdom ; which was the 
' whore that overcame Sampfon \ that moved David 
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BRADFORD. 

appears by the earlieft dates in thefe letters, that he was at the Temple in the year 1547, 
and part of the year following $ and that he is often cenfuring and upbraiding himfelf in 
them with great and undeferved ftverity ; as if his mind were not fully weaned from 
worldly allurements, or his renunciation of them was not fincere, but that nature un- 
willingly yielded to thofe degrees of mortification, whereunto he was habituating him- 
felf : yet at laft, his refolution fo abfolutely fubdued that reluctance, which arofe from 
a diftruft of his abilities, that he removed to Cambridge about the month of Auguft 
1548, and there changed his ftudy as well as his profeffion, as it may again appear from 
the words of thofe who knew him, as well as his own [#]. He foon took his degree of 
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* to flay Urias ; that brought wife Solomon to idola- 

* try ; that crucified Chrift ; the which moved me to 

* perpetrate hoc /acinus ; the which worketh in my 

* mafter's heart ; having higher place there, than 

* Timor Domini S In the conclufion of this letter, 
after mentioning the p relent he had made of a fair 
Englifh and Latin Teltament, in one print and vo- 
lume, to Sir Thomas Hall, he defires Mr. Traves to 
perufe a letter he had herewith fent, then feal and 
deliver it to Sir Nicholas Wolfoneros, having not 
called it to remembrance this winter, of his being in 
the country ; and wilhed, t forne occafion, if any 
c could be had, before the delivery of the laid letter, 
c by fome ftory or communication, that he did know 

* that abomination to be fin ; for I fear me, adds he, 
c he thinketh it to be none ; The Lord open our 

* eyes, and forgive us, J men, &c. From the Tern- 

* pie this 22d of March 1547 : Yours, in Chriil moll 
(2) Fox, as be- 1 bounden, John Eradford (2)/ In the next letter 
fore, top. 298. following, to the faid father Traves, as our author 

calls him, farther progrefs of this bufinefs is thus 
mentioned : ' Concerning the great matter you know 
of, it hath pleafed God to bring it to the end, that 
I have a bill of my matter's hand, wherein he is 
bound to pay the fum afore Candlemas next com- 
ing. This, thinks Mr. Latimer to be fufficient. 
Therefore I pray you to give the gracious Lord 
thanks, and thanks, and thanks upon it, for me, a 
moll wicked ingrate finner, who have alfo, in other 
things, no lefs caufe to praife God's name, as for 
that I have and fuflain my mailer's fore difpleafure, 
the which hath brought me, God, I mould fay, 
through it, unto more contempt of worldly things, 
through the fequeltration of fuch his bufinefs as to- 
foie I had ado withal. — There is yet another thing 
whereof I will advertife you, even to this end, that 
you might pray, if it be God's will, that as I trull 
fhortly to begin, fo he may vouch fafe to confirm 
that he hath begun ; as, if I be not deceived, I be- 
lieve it is in working : If the thing feem, by God's 
fpirit in you, that I prefmne, then for the Lord's 
fake advertife me ; for I am much given to that dif- 
eafe, the Lord deliver me, I have moved my ma- 
iler therein already by letters, to fee if I ihall have 
any living of him, as hitherto I have had ; but I 
have thereof no anfwer, nor, as our natural fpeech 
is, any likelihood of any grant. Yet, that I have 
already, I trull will fuffice me for three years. — I 
am minded, afore Midfummer, to leave London, 
to go to my book at Cambridge, and if God fhall 
give me grace, to be a Minifler of his word. — Per- 
chance I do foolifhly to forfake fo good a living as I 
have. I will fay no more hereof, but pray for me. 
I trull, as I faid, for three years ftudy, I have fuf- 
ficient, if my m alter take all from me, and when 
this is fpent, God will fend more. I do not write 
this, that you Ihould think me to be in need of 
worldly help ; and therefore, as Friers were wont, 
fecretly to beg. No, in the Lord's name, I re- 
quire you not to take it fo ; for I had rather never 
fend letter, afore I Ihould be herein a crofs to you ; 
for fufficit fua diet affliclio : We are more fet by, 
than many fparrows. But if my mother, or Sir 
Thomas Hall murmur at it or be offended with me ; 
as you can, remedy it, with your counfel. How- 
beit, as yet, I will not write to them of it, until 
fuch time as I be going. I am fomething fickle- 
minded, and inconltant, therefore pray for me, 
that my hand being put to the plough, prefump- 
tuoufly fpoken ! I look not back. You may ga- 
ther by my words in this letter, the heroical heart 
which lieth in me ! I have fent you a book of Bucer 
againll Winchejler, in Englilh, lately translated, 
which I never read, therefore I cannot praife it. 
Vol. II. 


' And, as I call to remembrance, I did fend you 

* with the other books, more than you received ; at 
' leall one of them I remember, which is called The 
' Common Places, or The Declaration of the Faith, by 

* Vrbanus Rhegius. Alk for it, or fend me word in 
1 whom the default is you have it not. Hereafter, 

* and that fhortly, by God's grace, I will fend you 
1 Primitive Labor urn Meorum, a work or two, which I 
' have tranflated into Englijh, fo foon as they be 
e printed; which will be afore Whitfontidc, (3)/ 
In the conclufion of this letter, which is dated from 
the Temple, the 12th of May, 1548, he exprefles his 
defire to fpeak with Sir Tho. Hall, and thinks he 
may chance to fee him the winter following, if he 
dilcharges not himfelf of his office. But whether 
thereby is meant his office under his mailer aforefaid, 
or any other, he might have in that inn of court, we 
pretend not to explain. Thus have we feen from his 
own words, what advancement this reparation was in, 
for the mifdemeanor aforefaid ; alfo what progrefs he 
had made in his lludies, and what refolution he had 
taken to finilh them at the Univerfity, in the profef- 
fion of Divinity. Now we may compendioufly fee, 
how that Restitution was provided for, out of his own 
fortune, from the words of his intimate acquaintance, 
above in the text fpoken of, named Thomas Samp- 
fon, fome time Dean of Chrill Church, Oxon. That 
author informs us, that during this time of his ob- 
llruclions to enter into that holy life which he now 
coveted, and foon compafled, * He was much helped 
; forward by a continual meditation, and practice of 

* repentance and fayth in Chrill; in which he was 
> kept, by God's grace, notably exercifed all the 

* dayes of his lyfe ; and that, even in this mean time 
' (of thofe obilru&ions) he heard a fermon, which 

* that notable preacher Mailler Latimer made before 
c King Ed-ward the fixt, in which he did earnellly 
1 fpeake of Rejlitution to be made of things falfeJy 
4 gotten ; whych dyd fo flrike Bradford to The heart, 
' for one dafh of a pen which he had made, without 
f the knowledge of his mailler, as full often I have 
c heard him confefle, with plentie of teares ; beyng 
' Clarke to the Treafurer of the Kynge's Campe be- 
f yond the feas, and was to the deceiving of the 

* King, that he could never be quiet, tylT, by the 
f aduice of the fame Mailler Latimer, a Rellitution 

* was made : Whych thyng to bring to pafle, he did 

< wyllingly forbeare and foregoe all the priuate and 

< certain patrimonye which he had in earth. Let alj 
1 bribers, and polyng officers, which get to them- 
' felves great revenues in earth, by fuch flippery 
f fhiftes, folow his example, left in taking a contra* 
' rye courfe, they take a contrarye way, and never 
« come where Bradford now is (4).' How, and in 
what degrees this rellitution was finally made, will 
appear in the conclufion of the next note. 

[B] From the words of thofe who knew him, as well 
as his own.] His acquaintance aforefaid, Thomas 
Sampfon, fays alfo of thofe two changes in Brad- 
ford's life, thus; < Touching the firft, after that 
' God touched his heart with that holy and effectual 
1 calling, he fold his chaynes, rynges, brooches, 
c and juels of gold> which before he ufed to weare, 
1 and did bellow the price of this his former vanitie, 
4 in the neceflary relief of Chrifl's poor members, 

* which he could hear of, or finde lying ficke, or 

* pining in povertie. Touching the fecond, he fo 

* declared his great zeale and love to promote the 

* Lord Jefus, whofe goodnefs and faving health he 

* had tailed, that to do the fame more pithely, he 

* changed his iludye, and being in the Inner Tem- 
« pie, London, at the fludy of the common lawes, 
« he went to Cambridge, to fludy divinitie (5).' And 
to the fame fenfe, fays another author, Ex rixofo cau- 
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Mailer of Arts at Katherine-Halh and Dr. Nicholas Ridley, who was not then Bifhop 
Godwin dc °^ London, as Bradford's friend miftakes (/), being Bifhop of Rbehefter from near a CO T. Sampfon, 
p«fuif Anfci/ e twelvemonth before Bradford went to the Univerfity, to the beginning of the year Bra*fori"s"- t0 
Tom y Tv " Fced ' J 55° W> anc * Mafter of Pembroke-Hall, invited him before that year, together mon3 » 35 q»°tcd 
i6^2zi ?t with his godly companion Matter Thomas Horton, to become Fellows of that Hall j 1 


(6) J. Bale, 
Defer. Brit. 
Cent. VIII. 
Numb. 8/« 


(7) Mentioned 
in the foregoing 
note. 


(S) A£h and 
Monuments a§ 
before, p. 299. 


(9) Idem* 


(10) Ibid. 


(11) Dr.Edivyn 
Sandys, after- 
wards Arch- 
bifhop of York. 
MSS. Rev. 
Tho. Baker. 

(12) Dr. Nic. 
Ridley, as a- 
bove-mentioned, 
in the text. 

(13) Fox, as be- 
tbre, p. 300. 


£14) Idem, 


(^5) Ibidem, 


fidico mitijfimus Chrifti Apoftclus (6). What he fayS 
hiinfelf of his removal to, and ftudies at, Cambridge, 
we mail gather briefly from his letters to Mr. Traves 
aforefaid : One of which he wrote to him, the day he 
went thither ; though it is not dated. In that he ftill 
arraigns his own preemption, in adventuring upon 
' fo high a charge, or vocation, as he was entering 
Vpon ; and defires his friend to pray for him, That 
God's will be done in him, whether he lives, or dies ; 
fo that His name be honoured. ' My mafter which 

* was, adds he, hath denied me all his benefice : 

* But I have, for this life, more than enough, thanks 

* be to God, as this winter I intend by God's favour 
? to declare more unto you. This book which I 

* have fent (7), take in good part. It is the firft, I 

* trull it fliall not be the laft, God hath appointed me 

* to tranflate. The print is very falfe, I am forry 

* for it. I pray you be not offended at my babbling 

* in the prologues.' Then he concludes, with this 
poftfeript, * I will lye, God willing, this fummer at 

* Catharine Hall in Cambridge (8).* Accordingly, 
in his next letter to the fame perfon, we find him 
there in the middle of Auguft, which we take to be 
in the year laft fpoken of, 1548: For he dates it 
from Catharine Hall upon the Aflumption day (9). 
And in his next following, dated the 22d of Octo- 
ber, he fays, he has taken his degree of Mafter of 
Arts; to qualify him for the fellowfhip he was pro- 
mifed (10). In his next, which feems to be written 
in 1549, he has thefe expreflions ; ' You know that 

* God hath exonerated my loaden confidence, of the 

* great weighty burthen ; for fo I did write to you. 
■ Yea, the Lord hath in a manner unburthened me 

* of the lefler burthen alfo : For I have an aflu ranee 

* of the payment of the fame by Candlemas. Lo, 

* thus you fee, what a good God the Lord is unto 

* me ! O Father Traves, give thanks for me and pray 

* God to forgive me my unthankfulnefs ! But what 

* mould I rehearfe the benefits of God towards me ? 
c Alas, I cannot, I am too little for his mercies ; 

* yea, I am not only unthankful, but I am too far 

* contumelious againft God : For where you know 

* the fun, the moon, and the feven ftars, did forfake 

* me, and would not fhine upon me ; you know what 

* I mean, Per herum et her ties amicos ; yet, the Lord 
1 hath given me here, in the Univerfity, as good a 

* living as I would have wifhed for. I am now a 

* Fellow of Pembroke Hall ; for the which, neither 
' I, nor any other for me, did ever make any fuit. 

* Yea, there w^ a contention between the Mafter of 

* Catharine Hall (11), and the Bifhop of Rochefter, 
' who is mafter of Pembroke Hall (12), whether 

* mould have me : Fit hoc tibi diclum* Thus you 
c may fee, the Lord's carcfulnefs for me. My Fel- 

* lowlhip is worth feven pounds a year ; for I have 
' allowed me eighteen-pence a week, and as good as 

* thirty-three millings and four-pence a year ; be- 

* fides my chamber, launder, barber, C5r. and I am 
f bound to nothing, but once or twice a year to keep 
€ a problem (13).' He concludes this letter, after 
many expreflions of his own unworthinefs, with a 
requeft to his correfpondent, That he would exhort 
his mother, now and then, with his fifter Margaret, 
to fear the Lord ; and, if his mother had not parted 
with the fox-fur which was in his father's gown, he 
defires, fhe would fend it him, &c. which is here 
mentioned, that the reader may better guefs at the 
profeflion of Mr. Bradford's faid father (14). In the 
laft letter that has been prefcrved of his, written to 
the fame perfon, while Bradford continued at Cam- 
bridge, after having made the like rigorous reflections 
upon himfelf, for his backward nefs in fpiritual im- 
provements, as he had made in his foregoing letters, 
he tells Mr. Traves concerning Father Latimer, € I 
' am as familiar with him, as with you : Yea, God 

* fo moveth him towards me, that his defire is to 

* have me come and dwell with him, when foe ver I 
' will, and welcome. This do I write once more to 

* occafion you to be thankfull for me to the Lord, 
1 &c. (15).' Thus we fee it is not without reafon 
that he has been defcribed to have been a man in hu 


difpofition, behaviour, and converfation, fingularly 
agreeable and engaging ; fihce we faw before, how 
attractive they rendered him to Dr. Sandys, and 
Bifhop Ridley; and now, to Bifhop Latimer; of 
which there is a farther teftimony in Dr. Fuller ; who 
fays, 1 It is a demonstration to me, that he was of a 
' fweet temper, becaufe, Perfons (the Jefuit), who 

* will hardly afford a good word to a Proteftant, 

* faith, That he feemed to be of a more foft and mild 
( nature, than many of his fellows (16). Indeed, con- 

* tinues Fuller, he was a moft holy and mortified 

* man ; who, fecretly in his clofet, would fo weep 

* for his fins, one would have thought he would ne- 
c ver have fmiled again ; and then, appearing in 
€ publick, he would be fo harmlefsly pleafant, one 
c would think he had never wept before (17).' Now 
for the conclufion of that great bufmefs which had fo 
opprefted his mind ; that burthen, before in this note 
fpoken of, which he was fo thankful to God, he 
mould be eafed of by Candlemas following ; as Bifhop 
Latimer was made privy to, and chiefly confulted in 
it, we conceived hopes he might poffibly have pre- 
fer ved fome other particulars of it. Therefore hav- 
ing, with fome difficulty, procured an old edition of 
that Bifhop's fermons, we have diligently fought in 
them, for that above mentioned, which wrought this 
notable converfion ; and have found, as we ft; all read 
prefently in his own words, that he preached the faid 
fermon at court, in the time of Lent, and as we 
compute, in the year 1548. There are two fermons 
in this collection, or one divided into two parts, com- 
pofed direclly upon the fubjeel, of rendering wit 0 Ca>- 
far the things that are Cafar's ; but they are faid to 
have been preached by him at Stamford, in the month 
of October, and two years later ; all which may be 
true, and yet it may be the fame fermon he preached 
at court in Lent, and in the year before mentioned, 
while Bradford refided in the Temple. But there is 
another fermon next following thefe, preached by 
Latimer before the faid King Edward and his Coun- 
cil, in his court at Weftminfter, in the year 15 co, 
which will give us light to fome purpofe in that im- 
portant matter of the reftitution above mentioned : 
And yet has it been taken notice of by no writer of 
Bradford's life before. It is grounded upon a text, 
which nearly borders on the other, Fidete, et cavete 
ab avaritia : Take heed and be<ware of covetoufnefs* 
In that part of this fermon, where Latimer reads fuch 
a lecture, in his frank and familiar manner, upon the 
abufes of the King's officers, as no doubt made the 
ears of fome among them tingle upon hearing it, we 
have the following remarkable and pertinent pafTage* 
— * I have now preached three Lentes : The firft 
f ^me I preached Reftitution. Reftitution, quoth 
' fome! what mould he preach of Reftitution ? Let 
1 him preach of Contrition, quoth they, and let Re- 
1 ftitution alone : We can never make Reftitution. 
' Then, fay I, if thou wilt not make Reftitution, 

* thou (halt goe to the devill for it. Now chufe thee 

* either, Reftitution, or els endlefTe damnation. But 

* now there be two manners of Reftitution ; fecret 
1 Reftitution, and open Reftitution ; whether of both 
f it be, fo that Reftitution be made, it is all good 
' enough.— At my firit preaching of Reftitution, One 
f man tooke remorfe of confeienee, and acknowledged 
■ himfelf to me, that he had deceived the King ; and 
' willing he was to make Reftitution ; and fo the firir. 
1 Lent, came to my hands twenty pounds, to be re- 
1 ftored to the King's ufe. I was prom i fed twenty 
1 pounds more, .the fame Lent, but it could not be 
' made; fo that it came not: Well, the next Lent 
1 came three hundred and twenty pounds more ; I re- 
« ceived it myfelf, and paid it to the Kinges Coun- 
1 cil ; fo I was afked, what he was that made this 

* Reftitution ? But fhould I have named him ? Nay, 
' they fhoulde as foon have this weafand of mine : 

* Well, now, this Lent, came one hundred fourfcore 
' pounds ten Jhillings ; which I have paid and deli- 
4 vercd this prefeiu day to the Kinges Council ; and 

* fo this man hath made a godly Reftitution (18), * 


as 
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(I) Mr. John 
Bradford's Lyf >, 
before his Exa- 
minations, aa 
above. 


the Latin tongue, which were printed at his fir ft going to Cambridge; as is already in 

the notes obferved : for, as Fuller, where he is lait quoted, truly fays of Bradford, f he , 

€ had always been a hard ftudent from his youth; and his writings and difputings give J|*£ u * 

c a fufficient teftimony of his learning/ Yet were his modefty and diffidence fo great, anerroi 


f«;TheLyfeof 
Mr. Bradford 
before his Exa- 
minations, See 
alfo Fox, and in 
AbelRedivivu?. 


as it is obferved by the firft writer of his life, who fays, f she laboured fo vehemently in 
k the Univerfity at his ftudies, tjjat the firft year of his coming thither, he was made 
c Mafter of Arts, and was foon after chofen Fellow of Pembroke-Hall, where he fo 
c profited by the heavenly dexterity of his wit, that he was had in eftimation of all good 
c men (/),' which is pretty tolerably agreed to in the Computation of a later author, 
who was not over aftiduous in guiding his readers by the light of Chronology, one of 
the be ft illuminators of Hiftory, where he fays, 1 That after a year and fome few months 
c fpent in the Univerfity, he attained his degree of Mafter of Arts, whereunto others 
c are hardly admitted after long examination, and feven years ftudy. But fuch was his 

* carriage, diligence, and proficiency, that this favour, though extraordinary and info- 
c lent, was thought well bellowed upon him by the whole Univerfity; and left any man 
c may think it was rather differenced to his years, than his abilities, he was imme- 
€ diately hereafter, without any interpofal of time, chofen Fellow of Pembroke-Hall (*}. The Life of 
The Jefuit who fuggefted, that Bradford could not be a man of great learning, becaufe A bei Redi° v r . m 
he was of fo ftiort ftanding in the Univerfity, did not, or would not pretend to know, ^refaid, P .iSi, 
that he was fo good a fcholar before he went thither, as to have tranflated books out of As none of thefc 

an'.hors mention 

the notes obferved : for, as Fuller, where he is lait quoted, truly fays of Bradford, € he 

anv other col- 
\ve may 
upon it a; 
ror in H. 

that when Dr. Martin Bucer, with whom he was in great efteem there, exhorted him to ^g^An^ic^ 
referve his talents no longer in private, but to exercife them publicly through the Mi- foi. 151. And 
niflry of the Gofpel in the great work of reformation, and he ft 111 pleaded his inability, p"^ 0 ^^ 1 ^" 
Bucer would reply, f Though thou couldft not feed them with fine cakes, and white tbeModern'Pnfc 
f bread, yet fhould you fatisfy them with barley bread (//).' Suchlike frequent exhort- ptt^^heAlt 
ations emboldened him to proceed, though he was fufficiently inclined of his own accord, '» kid, that 
and only had too fcrupulous and humble an opinion of himfelf The manner of his Q^ccnVconegc^ 
laying his paft fins before his eyes, by the catalogues he made of them, and his inward l ° ok * xl 6 n f™** 
and retired exercife of Prayer 3 his praying with himfelf, as well as with his pupils; M^u/thereof; 
and, above all, the diary he kept of whatever was remarkable and ferviceable to his 
fteady advancement in the pradtice of piety, are particularly defcribed among his exer- 
cifes, whilft he was at the Univerfity, by the friend before mentioned; who could beft 
do it : more efpecially of this laft talk, he fpeaks in thefe words, c He ufed to make 

* unto hym felfe an Ephemeris i or a Journal, in which hee ufed to write all fuch notable 
c things as either hee dyd fee, or he a re, eche day that paffed. But whatfoever hee dyd 

* heare or fee; hee dyd fo penne it, that a man might fee in that, the fignes of his fmit- 
c ten heart. For if he dyd lee or heare any good in any man, by that fight, he found 

* and noted the want thereof in hymfelfe; and added a fhort prayer, craving mercy and 

* grace to amende; If he dyd hear or fee any mifery he noted it, as a thing procured 
c by his own fyns ; and ftill added, Demine % miferere met : Lord y have mercy upon me. He 
c ufed in the fame booke, to note fuch evyll thoughts as dyd ryfe in him ; as of envying 
k the good of other men ; thoughts of unthankfulnefs j of not confidering God in his 
c workes ; of hardnefs and unfenfiblenefs df heart when he dyd fee others moved and 

* afflidted : And thus he made to bymfelfe y and of hymfelfe^ a book of dayly praftifes of 

* repentance (0).' In fhort, as a full proof of thefe pradlices, he had now made a re- 
ftitution to the King, fo voluntarily and uncompelled, of above five hundred pounds, 
in three yearly payments ; that the laft, which was made the year above mentioned, 
was before the King or his Council knew (and perhaps they never knew) who had 
wronged him, as we have more particularly obferved before (-J-). And now his con- (t) At theehi 
fcience being totally clear and difburdened, he vigoroufiy proceeded in the heavenly of nolc £*J* 
progreffion ; and, by the effectual conrfes he took to arrive at that fpiritual perfection 

he afpired to, he became fo eminent, that Bifhop Ridley, who, in ,the beginning of the 
{p)j Le Neve's year 1550, was tranflated to the See of London (/>), fent for him from the Univerfity, 
Fafti Ecciefiae to ta ke upon him Deacon's orders 5 which having received, together with a Licence (q) y ( q y TheLyfe of 
he foon became fuch a famous Preacher of Piety, and fuch an exemplary pattern of ^- ^ f ^ 
what he preached, that the faid Bifhop obtained of the Privy-Council, a grant, that he mixtions, 
misfit be admitted one of his chaplains ; a circumftance unmentioned hitherto by any above ' 
writer of his hiftory [C] : Though one of them partly intimates as much, where having 

informed 


fo) Tho. Samp 
ion's Preface, 
as above, p. 1 1. 


Anglicanae, foi 
1716, p, 180. 


[C] A circumftance unmentioned hitherto hy any wri- 
ter of his hiftory. ] Our authority for it is derived from 
the Bifhop's own words ; who in a letter he wrote to 
Mr. Cheke, afterwards the well-known Sir John 
Cheke, now one of the faid Council, has thefe words : 

* Syr, in God's caufe, for God's fake, and in his 
« name, I befeech you, of your hclpe and further- 
c a nee towards God's word. I did talk with you of 

* late, what cafe I was in, concerning my Chap- 

* lens. I have got the ^ood-will and grant, to be 
< with me, of three preachers, men of good learn - 

* ing ; and, as I am perfuaded, of excellent virtue ; 


* which are able, both with life and learning, to fet 
4 forth God's word in London, and in the whole 
c diocefe of the fame ; where is moft neede, of all 
' parts in Englande : For from thence, goeth ex- 
c ample, as you know, into all the reft of the King's 
' Majefties whole real me. The mens names be thefe ^ 
1 M. Grindally whom you know to be a man of vir- 

* tue and learning ; M. Bradforde, a man by wohom^ 

* as I am ajfuredly informed, God hath, and doth work 
c wonders, in fitting forth of his ivorde : The thirde* 

* is a preacher, the which for -detecting, and confut- 
ing, the Anabaptifts and Papifts in Eflbx, both 

< by 
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(j ) Fox, Vol. Hi. 

( u ) Mr. Brad- 
ford's Epift. be- 
fore hb Sermon 
of Repentance, 
then preached, 
and printed the 
year following, 
at the requeft of 
feveral of his 
auditors, with 
enlargements; 
and reprinted by 
T. Sampfon, as 
above. 


(iv) T. Samp- 
fwTs Prcfacct 


BRADFORD. 

informed us, that the Bifliop now gave him a Prebend in St. Paul's church 5 he adds, 
that he alfo lodged him in his own houfe, and fet him to work in preaching (r). And 
now, from this time, to the end of King Edward's reign, he did fo conftantly, fo ar- 
dently, and prevailingly, engraft the true principles of religion, not in the ears only, 
but in the hearts and minds of the people; fo reformed the vicious, reclaimed the per- 
verted, and fixed the wavering, that no Preacher of his time was more followed, or 
more famed than Mafter Bradford. c Sharply he opened and reproved fin, fweetly he 
< preached Chrift crucified, pithely he impunged herefies and errors, earneftly he per- 
c fwaded to a godly life (s).' He became fo eminent for the fermons he preached in 
London, chiefly at Paul's Crofs; and feveral places in Lancafhire (/) ; where it feems 
from his own words («), that he had been diligently inftrufting his countrymen in their 
duty to God, and each other, all the fummer of the year^ 1552; that he was fworn to 
ferve the King, as one of his Chaplains, about the beginning of the next year, as ap- 
pears in one of his examinations \ wherein we fhall find, that he was fworn no lefs than 
fix times in that reign, never to confent, in any wife, to the Pope's authority in this 
kingdom. In one of the fermons he preached at Court, before the faid King Edward 
in Lent, in the laft year of his Majeity's reign (1553), he fhewed the tokens of God's 
judgments at hand, for the contempt of his Gofpel, in feveral recent examples ; as that 
of thofe gentlemen, who crofting the Thames in a wherry, to fee the bear-baiting at 
Paris-Garden on a Sunday, were all drowned j and of a dog that was met at Ludgate, 
carrying a piece of a dead child in his mouth : upon which he broke out in a prophetical 
fpirit to the congregation, and fummoned them all to the Judgment of Gad : for^ faid 
he, it is at hand-, as fhortly after, in the beginning of July following it came to pafs, in 
the death of that excellent young King (w). Soon after this, Mr. Bradford preaching 
another fermon, he did, in his entrance upon the high charafter of the faid Prince's 
great virtues, and pathetic lamentations for the kingdom's lofs of him, in a manner 
forefhew the farther miferies which befel it ; of which himfelf endured lb great a (hare, 
as we fhall foon relate. But in no part of that character, and account of the King's 
death, is it any ways fo much as intimated, that the King fell a facrifice to the endea- 
vours that were ufed by him (#), to fruftrate a Popifh fucceflion in his fifter Mary, as by 
fo undaunted a Preacher it would probably have been, had he thought it true [D], 


(r) T.Samp- 
fan's Preface, 


(t) SampfonV 
Preface, as be- 
fore. 


(19) Certain 
moft Godly, 
Fruitful, and 
Comfortable 
Letters, of fuch 
true Saints, and 
holy Martyrs of 
Cod, as in the 
late bloody Per- 
fection here, 
within this 
Realme, gave 
their Lives for 
the Defence of 
Chriftes Holy 
Gofpell: Writ- 
ten in the Time 
of their Afflic- 
tion, and cruel 
Imprifonment, 
Publiftied by 
Miles Coverdale 
(fome time Bi- 
fliop of Exeter), 
printed by John 
Day, 4/0, 1 564, 
p. 683, &c, 


(10) AstheLyfe 
of Mr. Brad ford 
before his Exa- 
minations. 
T, Sampfon's 
Preface. Fox, 


* by his preaching, and his writing, is enfore'd now 
4 to beare Chart's crofs, 13c. (19).' The Biihop 
proceeds to tell Mr. Cheke, that there was now fallen 
a Prebend in Paul's called Cantrelles, by the death of 
one Layton ; and calls it an honelt man's Jiving, of 
thirty-four pounds and better, in the King's books. 
This he wanted to give Mr. Grindall ; but William 
Thomas, one of the clerks of the Council, having 
formerly fet fome of that board upon the Bifliop, to 
grant, That Layton might alienate the fame to him, 
and his heirs, and the Bifhop, not confenting to it, 
without he might acquaint the King therewith, be- 
fore the collation of it, Mr. Thomas defpaired of 
procuring it for himfelf, therefore prevailed on his 
faid friends to inform the Bifliop, That the King had 
appropriated it to the furniture of his Majefty's ftable. 
Upon this the Bifhop befeeches Mr. Cheke, for God's 
fake, to fpeak to whomfoever he thought he could 
do any good withal 1, in the redrefs of this grievance ; 
and if he could not fpeak himfelf, that he would let 
this letter fpeak to Mr. Gates, Mr. Wrothe, and Mr. 
Cecill ; all whom he takes for men that fear God. 
And he is the more folicitous to know the King's 
pleafure herein, and whether he may bellow this liv- 
ing upon Mr. Grindall, as he is very defirous of do- 
ing, becaufe he was a man fo noted for his virtue, 
honefty, difcretion, wifdom, and learning; and fuch 
were now more efpecially wanted ; fince the Bifhops 
were fo lately charged by the King, and his council 
themfelves, both in their own perfons, and by their 
preachers, to cry out again ft the unfatiable ferpent of 
covetoufnefs : fo he concludes with a (king, 1 What 

* preachers fhall I gett to open and fet forth fuche 
4 matters, and fo, as the King's Majeftie and the 

* Council do command them to be fet forth, if either 

* ungodlye men, or unreafonable beaftes bee fuffered 

* to pull awaye, and devour the good and godlye 

* learned' preachers livings?' Dated from Fulham, 
23d of July, 1 55 1, and figned Nicholas London. 
Though this Prebend was now defigned for the faid 
Mr. Grindall, who was afterwards Archbifhop of 
Canterbury,, it rather appears that the Bifhop gave it, 
or another, if his enemy above got that, as below it 
mould feem he did, to Mr. Bradford : For all the old 
writers of his (lory agree (20), That upon his enter- 
ing into orders, the Bifliop gave him a Prebend in his 
cathedral of St. Paul's, And for Mr. Grindall, thofe 


Though 


who have written moft accurately of him, inform us, 
That he was collated, 'in Augull the fame year kft 
mentioned, Pnecentor of St. Paul's, void by the death 
of John Sherry (21), and the next year was inflalied, 
a Prebendary indeed, but it was of the then cathedral 
church of St. Peter at Weftrninfter (22). As for that 
William Thomas, againft whom Biihop Ridley, 
above, fo heartily exclaims ; he was a Welfhman 
born, a learned and ingenious man, but of a violent 
and defperate temper. He fled the kingdom in 1544, 
and, after King Henry's death, returned out of Italy, 
well acquainted with that country, and its language, 
of both which we have his books in print ; and of 
his manufcripts, there are, his Dialogue, in titled Le 
Peregryne t in defence of King Henry VIII., dedicated 
to the famous Tufcan Poet, Pietro Jretinc ; and about 
half a dozen political Difcourfcs more, preferved in 
the Cotton Library (23). There was a French Dia- 
logue called Le Peregrin printed in the Gothic letter 
at Paris, 8<vo. 1540. quaere if the fame. In April 
1550, he was made Clerk of the Council (24) ; foon 
after, a Prebend of Cantleurs, in St. Paul's, lately 
convey'd to the Crown, as we are told, and parfon of 
Prelthend in South Wales (25) ; but being faid to 
have imbibed the principles of Chriflopher Goodman 
againlt the regimen of women, and too freely vented 
them, with perhaps fomething againft the Spanifli 
match, he was deprived of all by Queen Mary. Up- 
on this, perpetrating revenge, he attempted her life, 
as fome writers agree (26), only Bale fays, his defign 
was upon Bifhop Gardener (27) ; for which he was 
imprifoned in the Tower of London, in the latter 
end of the year 1553, with Sir Nicholas Throkmor- 
ton and others; where, hopelefs of reprieve, he flab- 
bed himfelf with a knife in the breaft; but the wound 
riot proving mortal, he was, after trial and condemn- 
ation at Guild-Hall, for confpiring the death of the 
Queen, hanged, drawn and quartered, at Tyburn, 
on the 1 8th of May 1554.. And in his laft fpeech 
declared, He died 'for bis country (28) . 

\D] As by fo undaunted a Preacher it would pro- 
bably have been, bad he thought it true.] For all that 
Bradford fays of King Edward is this, * You all 

* know, he was but a child in yeares ; defiled he was 

* not, -with notorious offences ; defiled, quoth he I 

* Nay rather adorned, with fo many goodly giftes, 
f and wonderful qualities, as never Prince was, from 

5 1 the 


(x) See Archil 
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(26) See Rich- 
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Though by the death of this Prince, the religion was now changed to Popery under 
Queen Mary, yet Bradford changed not ; but kept diligently preaching on the Reformed 
Dodtrine, till he was unjuftly, there being as yet no law againfl it, deprived boch of his 
office, his liberty, and at laft his life, by her cruel Council, more elpecially the eccle- 
fialtics in it ; to the performing of which, becaufe they had no legal caufe, they took occa- 
fion to inflidt thefe fufferings, for an action fo charitable, as even among Turks and 
Infidels would have been moft thankfully rewarded [£], and with great favour accepted - 9 
as indeed it did no lefs deferve (y ). Though his great humanity in this action is fuf- 
ficiently apparent in the note laft referred to, and his generolity in faving the life of a 
Popifh Prieft, with fo great danger to his own ; yet was the prejudice of the Papifts fo 
violent againft him, that by the moft perverfe and barbarous interpretation, they made 
his very merits criminal. For, three days after, on the 16th of Auguft in the year 
aforefaid, he was fummoned by the Council and Bifhops to the Tower of London, where 
the Queen then was, and charged in the action aforefaid with fedition ; and in his 
preaching with herefy. All his purgations availed him not; but they committed him 
clofe prifoner where he was. Of his examination here, there is nothing now extant, 
excepting one paflfage repeated in his next (2). But there he was kept in reftraint nearly 
a year and half 5 then they removed him into other prifons, and from thence into the 
flames. While he thus lay in the Tower, and other places of confinement, he wrote 
feveral pious difcourfes and exhortations, which were fufpedted to have reclaimed fome 
who had revolted to Popery, and known to have confirmed ma»y who were unfettled in 
the Proceftant Faith ; but all by ftealth ; for he was denied the ufe of pen and ink. But 
nothing more irritated his adverfaries, than the many epiftles he fecretly wrote, and 
conveyed to the citizens of London, the Univerfity and town of Cambridge, the towns 
of Walden and Manchefter ; and alfo to many noble and learned friends, as well as his 
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fz J Bradford's 
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(29) Bradford's 
Sermon of Re- 
pentance, 81/0, 
1574 : The Epi- 
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dated July 12, 

1553* fix da y s 

after that King's 
death. 
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iron's Image of 
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Tournay 
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(31) Sir J. Hay- 
ward's Life of 
King Edward, 
$tOj 1630, p. 

(32) Hiftoria de 
)a Vita e de la 
Morte de Gio- 
vanna Gran, 
gia Regina eletta 
e publicata d'ln- 
ghil terra, %-vo, 
1607. 

(33) Defcrip. 
des Royaulmes 
d'Angleterre, 8c 
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(34) T. Fuller's 
Church Hiftory, 
lib, vii. p. 425* 

(35) Hifh of 
Great Britain, 
fol, 1 122. 

(36) A&s and 
Won. Voh in. 


c the beginning of the worlde, fhould I fpeake of hys 

* wyfedom, of hys rypenefs in judgment, of hys 

* learning, of hys godly zeale, heroicall heart, fa- 

* therly care for his commons, nurcely folicitude for 

* religion, &c. ! nay, fo many things are to be 

* fpoken in the commendation of God's exceeding 

* graces in this childe, that as Saluft write th of Car- 

* thage, I had rather fpeak nothing than too little, 

* in that too much, is too little. This gift God 

* gave unto us Englifhmen, before all nations, un- 

* der the funne ; aad that of his exceeding love to- 

* wardes us ; But alas and welaway, for our unthank- 

* fulnefs fake, for our fins fake, for our carnality 

* and prophane living, God's anger hath touched, 

* not only the body, but alfo the mynde of our King, 

* by a long fycknefs, and at length hath taken him 

* away by death, death, cruel death ! fearful death 
1 (29) !' And yet we find it, in a Popifh author, fo 
little heeded, to make his party liable to be fufpefled 
with the moft horrid wicked nefs herein, that it is faid, 

* The Apothecary who poifoned him, for the horror 

* of the offence, and the difquietnefs of his confei- 
' ence, drowned himfelf : and that the 1 and re fs 
c who warned his fhirt, loft the fkin off her fingers 

* (30) :' However, it may be meant to re fled on 
the Duke of Northumberland, who is indeed llrongly 
insinuated by others to have haltened the King's 
death, but by the hands of a certain gentlewoman 
(31) through his impatience for the coronation of 
his daughter-in-law, the Lady Jane ; which, mani- 
festly enough, brought them both to a violent end; 
as, among others, Michaelangelo Florio has related at 
laro-e (32). And how greedy, at his execution, the 
people were of the Duke's blood, catching it in their 
handkerchiefs, under the fcaffold, through the cre- 
vices thereof, in abhorrence of his ambition, or af- 
fection to his caufe, may be feen in a fcarce trail, 
written not long after, by a foreigner, who having 
been about that time in London, might be an eye- 
wicnefs thereof, and among fome other remarkable 
obfervations on our country, has recorded the fame 
(33). But on that Popifh author's aforefaid account 
of the King's death, a Proteftant author has made 
this reflection ; 1 If his Hiftory be no better than his 

* Divinity i we who juflly condemn the one, can do 
« no lefs than fufpeft the other (34). ' And Speed, 
who exprefsly mentions the King's difeafe to have 
been a confumption of the lungs, does not, in the 
lead, fuggeft any other caufe of his death (35). 

[E] Such a charitable aclion, as even among Turks 
and Infidels, would have been moft thankfully reward- 
ed.} The fact: was this : On the 13th of Auguft, in 
the firft year of Queen Mary's reign aforefaid, Gilbert 
Bourne, then preacher at Paul's Crofs, but not then 
Biihop of Bath as Fox mi (takes (36), he not being 

Vol. II, 


elected to the faid See before the beginning of the 
next year (37), made a feditious fermon at the faid 
crofs ; wherein he fo much traduced the late king, 
and harangued fo intolerably in favour of Popery, 
that it moved the auditory with fuch indignation, as 
made them ready to pull him out of the pulpit. Nei- 
ther could the reverence of the place, nor the prefence 
of the Bifhop of London, nor the authority of the 
Lord Mayor, reltrain their rage. Bourne, feeing 
himfelf in this peril, and his life particularly aimed 
at, by a drawn dagger that was hurled at him in the 
pulpit, which narrowly miffed him, turned about, 
and perceiving Bradford behind him, he earneftly 
begged him to come forwards and pacify the people* 
Good Bradford was no fooner in his room, where he 
recommended peace and concord to them, but with 
a joyful ftiout at the fight of hiin, they cried out, 
Bradford,- Bradford, God five thy life, Bradford I 
and then, with profound attention to his difcourfe, 
heard him enlarge upon the topic of peaceful and 
chriitian obedience ; which when he had finifhed, the 
tumultuous people, for the moft pirt, difpffrfed ; but, 
among the re It who perfifted, there was a certain gen- 
tleman, with his two fervants, who coining up the 
pulpit ftairs, ruflied againft the door, demanding en- 
trance upon Bourne ; Bradford refilled him, till he 
had fecretly given Bourne warning, by his fervant, 
to efcape ; who thereupon, flying to the Mayor, once 
again efcaped death. Yet conceiving the danger not 
fully over, Bourne befeeched Bradford not to leave 
him till he was got to fome place of fecurity ; in 
which Bradford again obliged him, and went at his 
back, fhadowing him from the people with his gown, 
while the Mayor and Sheriffs, on each fide, led him 
into the neareft ho ufe, which was Paul's School ; and 
fo was he a third time delivered from the fury of the 
populace. Let the reader now confider Bourne's pe- 
ril (38), through the refentment of the multitude; 
and Bradford's charity, which refcued that railing 
preacher againft King Edward from death, not with- 
out the hazard of his own life, which thofe who would 
have been revenged on that preacher, did not dif- 
femble ; among whom, one gentleman cried out, 
Ah I Bradford, Bradford, dofl thou fave his life, vjho 
wo ill not fpare thine ? Go, I give thee his life ; but were 
it not for thy fake, I would thrufi him through with my 
fword. The fame Sunday, in the afternoon, Brad- 
ford preached at Bow-Church in Cheapfide, and 
fharply rebuked the people for their outrageous beha- 
viour aforefaid (39). Thus has our reader had the 
whole account of Mr. Bradford's generous and chri- 
itian deportment in this tumult, whereby it may be 
judged what reward he deferved: you fliall next above 
hear what reward he received. 


( 37) Bifhop 
Burnet's Hrff. 
of the Reform- 
ation, P. ii. 
p, 276 5 alfo 
Rymer, Vol. XV. 
p. 3S4, 


(38)TheLyfeof 
Mr. Bradford, 
before his Exa- 
minations, t£\-. 


(39) JW. Alio 
in Fox, Abel 
Redivivus, 
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pious relations; which letters and difcourfes are mod of them extant [F]. In thefe 
letters fhine forth fuch a fpirit of inflexible conftancy in his principles, fuch a primitive 

and 


(*) Of Switzer- 
land ; was Lati- 
mer's fervant, a 
faithful Minilier 
in King Ed- 
ward's reign, 
ind diligent at- 
tendant upon the 
Prifoners in 
Qu. Mary's. 
He communi- 
cated his Ma- 
tter's Sermons 
to the Prefs. 

( + ) There was 
alfo one Henry 
Hare, defeated 
to have then 
been a chief 
Maintainer of 
Jvlan'sFreeWill, 
and enemy to 
Cud's Free 
Grace : There- 
fore he was one 
of thofe oppokd 
by Bradford. 
See Letters of 
the Martyrs, 
p. 358. 

(40) Fox, Vol, 
iii. p. 299. 


(41) Catalogus 
Bibli« thecae 
Harleianse, % , vo i 
Vol. v. 1745, 

P 3*7* 

(42) Holland! 
Her. Anglic, p. 
1 52. And the 
Life of Mr. 
Bradford, in 
Abel Rediv. 

p. 190. 


[F] Which letters and difcourfes are, moft of them, 
extant.} The number of Mr. Bradford's letters, in Bi- 
fhop Coverdale's colle&ion, is feventy-two, befides 
an admonition, written before a New Teftament; 
and they take up nearly thirty meets, or a third part 
of the volume: The time they were written in, as 
appears from thofe that are dated, was between the 
fixth of October 1553, and the twenty-fourth of June 
1555. The places they are written from, are the 
Tower, the King's-Bench prifon, and the Poultry- 
Counter: The perfons to whom, more particularly, 
they were written, are, To the Faithful ProfefTors of 
God's Word in the City of London. To the true 
Profefibrs in the Univerfity and Town of Cambridge. 
To thofe in Lancafhire and Chefhire. To thofe at 
Walden. To Queen Mary, the Council, and Parli- 
ament ; as a preface to a Application (againft the 
Popifh Bifhops). To the Lady Vane. To his mo 
ther, filters, and other relations. To the Lord Ruf- 
fel (afterwards Earl of Bedford). To Sir James 
Hales, prifoner in the Counter. To Sir William 
Fitzwilliams, Marfhal of the King's-Bench. To Dr. 
Cranmer, Ridley, and Latimer. To Dr. Hill the 
Phyfician. To Mr. Lawrence Saunders, John Phil- 
pot, and John Carelefs. To Richard Hopkins, She- 
riff of Coventry, and prifoner in the Fleet. To Ro- 
bert Cole, -N. Sriatterden, Mr. Warcop, George 
Eaton, Mr. Shalcrofie, Mr. Coker at Maiden, and 
Auguftine Bernehere (*) ; alfo to John Trew, and 
Thomas Abington, and other maintainers of Free- 
will, with the Pelagians and Papifts, Wr. (f). His 
Letters to thefe perfons are not here enumerated as 
they are printed in the book, nor printed there in 
the due order of time; to which many, indeed, 
would not give direction, being without dates. In 
this collection of Coverdale's, there are none of thofe 
letters before quoted out of Fox, which Bradford 
fent to Mr. Traves, before he took upon him the 
Miniftry of the Gofpel. In Fox's account of Brad- 
ford, befides thofe letters of his to the faid Mr. Traves, 
which are ten in number, and no where elfe printed, 
that we know of, there are many printed out of Co- 
verdale's collection, to the number of about forty- 
five ; taking up nine meets and a half; not in the 
fame order as in Coverdale, nor yet in the regular 
order of time.*— There are other letters and treatifes 
written by, to, and concerning Mr. Bradford, which 
have not been gathered into either of thofe collec- 
tions ; whereof fome are in print, others in manu- 
fcript. llie firft of them in print, were, as before- 
mentioned, what he called his Primitive, or Firft- 
Fruits, being fowie tranflations which he publifhed 
upon his going to the Univerfity, as we obferved, in 
154.8, and which he complains were faultily printed 
(40). There was A Godly Treat ife of Prayer, tranf- 
lated into Englifli by John Bradford, printed in St. 
Paul's Church-yard by John Wight, %vo, without 
date. It was written by Philip Melancthon, and the 
tranflator has a preface before it of fix leaves, in 
which it appears it was publiflied foon after his fer- 
mon on Repentance, a copy of which was in the Har- 
leian Library (41), and is the fame work that has 
been afcribed to him by others (42). There was alfo 
a remarkable piece publiflied in his name, while he 
was in the Tower, as we compute, and not long be- 
fore King Philip was married to Queen Mary, in ti- 
tled, The Copy of a Letter fent by John Bradford to the 
Earls of Arundel, Darby, Shrewfbury, and Pembroke, 
declaring the Nature ^Spaniards, and difcouering the 
mnft detcftable T reafons which they have pretended moft 
fa Ife ley e again ft our moft noble Kingdome of Englande, 
Oft. This little book is printed in $<vo, without any 
name of the printer, editor, place where, or time 
when, it was printed ; and the prefacer infinuates, 
that though many men have one name, the author 
has fo plainly diftingui fried himfelf in his faid letter, 
that if he fhou!ci be found where the Spaniards had 
any power, he could not efcape their vengeance. 
And in the letter itfelf we arc led to imagine, it was 
not this John Bradford we are here fpeaking of, but 
anotlTer of the name, who wrote this fharp invective 
ngainlt the Spaniards, exhorting thofe Minifters of 
.State above, and the reft, moil hondlly and heartily, 
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by many fubftantial arguments, like a true patriot 
and lover of his country, to prevent the coronation 
of Philip and Mary, as what would, many ways, fub- 
ject the fame to flavery and ruin ; one John Bradford, 
who in King Edward's time ferved Sir William 
Skipwith of Lincolnfhire, but was afterwards, as it is 
pretended, Chamberlain to one of King Philip's 
Council, and now in Flanders. Some Angularities 
might be taken notice of in the prin ting of this book, 
which yet do not, to me, fufftciently give it the air 
of a foreign publication ; and the fubject of it may 
be compared to that, which in the next reign was 
written againft the match propofed between Francis 
Duke of Anjou, brother to Henry III., King of 
France, and Queen Elizabeth (43) ; for which the 
author, John Stubbs of Lincoln's-lnn, Gent, and his 
publi/her, William Page, had their right hands cut 
off in the market-place at Weftminfter, according to 
an Act of Philip and Mary, againft the Authors and 
Publijhers offeditioas Writings (44), occasioned in all 
probability, by the publication of that letter above, 
by John Bradford, among other things. Lefs doubt- 
fully, however, may be afcribed to our author an- 
other tract, intitled His Complaint of Verity: it was 
printed in $<vo, 1 5 59 ; but whether it was any trans- 
lation, or imitation of John Conftable's Querela 
Veritatis, my author knows not (45). His Three 
Examinations by the Commiffioners, and his private 
Talk with their priefts, were publiflied, as we have 
before obferved, in Svo, 1561 ; with The Original of 
his Life prefixed, by the anonymous editor. This is 
the work of which H. Holland fpeaks in thefe words,' 
Reliquit nobis accuratijjirnas adverfus Papifticos Praia- 
tos Difputationes fuas (46) : He left us his moft accu- 
rate Difputations againft the Popifh Bifhops, &c. 
Thefe are reprinted in Fox. We have alfo, before 
mentioned, his Two notable Sermons: One Of Re- 
pentance, dated at the end of the author's preface, 
July 12, 1553: Republished with the other, on The 
Lord's Supper (*), never before printed, by T. Samp- 
fon, Svo, 1574, whofe preface has been above ufeful 
to us. They were reprinted, or the latter of them, 
in 1 63 1. His Anfiver to certain Letters, defiring to 
know whether one might go to Mafs, is undated in the 
authors who mention it (47} : but it may be prefixed 
to his tract called The Hurt of hearing the Mafs ; one 
edition whereof was printed in 8-1/0, 1580. * And 
thofe letters might be written by the Lady Vane, as 
it may appear by his anfwers to h?r (48). We find, 
moreover, afcribed to him, Godly Meditations made in 
Prifon, called his Short Prayers ; and, Two Godly 
Letters for the Confolation of fuch as are afflicled in Con- 
fcience, 8vo, 161 3. Alfo Meditations on the Lord f s 
Prayer, Belief, and T en Commandments ; with a De- 
fence of Predeftination ; and fome other Meditations and 
Prayers, 8vo, 1622 (49), perhaps reprinted, in part, 
from fome of the pieces above. Another of his tracts 
is intitled, The good old Way \ or, A Treatife of Re- 
pentance, 8vo, 1652(50); and laftly, A Letter writ- 
ten by Mr. John Bradford the Martyr, never before 
printed-, and publijhed by Dr. Gilbert Ironfide ; with 
B\(hop Ridley's Tracts on the Sacrament, &c. 4to, Oxon. 
1688 (51). Of his Manufcripts, there are fomexo- 
pies remaining in the Univerfities both of Oxford 
and Cambridge, as his T rati of Predeftination, a more 
enlarged work, it feems, than his letter before-men- 
tioned upon the fame fubject (52). He alfo writ a 
treatife Not to fear Death. Thefe two, among other 
difcourfes, written by Trew, Abington, Bernehere, 
Sec. againft the doctrine^of Predeftination, are pre- 
ferved among the MSS. in the former of thofe Uni- 
verfities (53) ; and in the latter, there are, among 
the volumes of Letters, Difputations, Prayers, Zf?c 
of the Holy Martyrs, and ConfelTors, in Queen Ma- 
ry's days, feveral written by and to Mr. Bradford 
(54). The titles of which we mall here recite, as 
they were drawn out from the manufcripts themfelves, 
by a late learned Prelate, in one of the books wherein 
he was wont to minute down what he thought obferv- 
able in his hiftorical refearches, and might propofe 
to make ufe of in his own compofitions : Only we fhall 
alter the interfperfed manner in which they are tran- 
feribed ; and mention thofe pieces which were of Mr. 

Bradford's 


(43) Intitled, 
A Difcoverie of 
a Gaping GulpU 
whereinto Eng- 
land is likely to 
be fw a 11 owed, by 
another French 
Marriage, if the 
Lord forbid not 
the Banes, (&c, 
Ivo, 1579. 

(44) Camden's 
Eiiz. anno 1581* 

(45) Ath.Oxoru 
Vol. i. col. 14. 


(46) Her. An. 
glic. foJ. 151. 

(*) Whether 
that is a Trea- 
tife of the Com- 
munion which 
he communicat- 
ed to Biftiop 
Ridley, as men- 
tioned in the 
Letters of the 
Martyrs, p. 60,' 
or, Whether 
this was onlyhii 
Tranflttion of 
th.it Bifliop's 
Difputation at 
Oxford on the 
fame fubject 
into Englifli, -a* 
mentioned in the 
faid Letters, 
P- 397, we can- 
not be fure. 

(47) H. Holland, 
as before j and 
Bradford's Life, 
in Abel Rediv. 

(48) Bifliop Co- 
verdale's Collec- 
tion, Gfc.p.334, 

335>®V. 

(49) Catal. Im- 
preir. Libr. Bibl. 
Bodl. fol. Oxon. 
1738, p. 

(50) Idem. 

(51) Ath.Oxon. 
Vol. i. col. 95, 

(52) See Cover- 
dale's Letters of 
the Martyrs, 

P* 471. 

(53) Codices 
Manufcripti 
Tho. Bodlei. 


(54) Cod. Ma- 
nufc. Collegii 
Emanuel. 
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and apoftolic zeal for the propagation of truth, fuch a fincere abhorrence of the grofs, 
mercenary, and prefumptuous defufions of the Church of Rome, that it is as little won- 
der they have been fo carefully tranfmitted to us, by the friends and favourers of the 
Reformation, as that the enemies to it fhould cut off, as foon as they could, the increafe 
of them. They having, therefore, ordered Bradford to be removed to the King's-Bench 
in Southwark ; he was foon afterwards, on the 22d of January 1554 (*), led to his exa- 
mination before Stephen, Bilhop of Winchefter, then Lord Chancellor; Edmund, 
Bifhop of London, and others of them in commiflion for that purpofc*. The fubftance 
of this Examination we fliall relate below [G]. After it was over, he was fent back to 

the 


(•) 'T'is errr-nc 
oufly dated April 
1555, in the 
firft printed Ex- 
amination, but 
rightly corrected 
as to the month 
by Fox, whom 
wc herein fol- 
low ; and the 
year is corrected", 
both from the 
preceding and 
fubfequent mat- 
ters of fa^t. 


(55) See a Letter 
of Bradford's to 
the faid Eric. 
Rawlins, in 
Fox, Vol. iii. 
p. Z63 

(56I Thus far, 
of thefe MSS. 
from a Note- 
Boole of the late 
BifhopTanner's, 
1n %-vo, MS. 
communicated 
bv Mr. Jofcph 
Ames, 

( 57) Coverdale's 
Collection, &c. 
p. 469. 
(*) Stephen 
Gardener, of 
whom fee Bifhop 
Ponet's charac- 
ter in one of his 
pamphlets. 

(|) Dr. Robert 
Ferrer was fen- 
tenced to death 
by his ufurping 
iuccefibr Henry 
Morgan, and 
burnt at Caer- 
tnarthen. Mar. 
30, 1555. Ry- 
mer, Vol. xv. 
Morgan was de- 
prived in 1559, 
and died before 
the year was out. 
Ibid, et Ath. 
Oxon. See alfo 
Fox, and Ful- 
ler's Ch. Hilt, 
of the horrid 
difeafe he en- 
dured from the 
time of that 
condemnation to 
his death, lib. 
viii. p. 24. 

(||) The bloody 
Edmond Bonner, 
whofe true, or 
paternal name, 
moft fuitable to 
his nature, was 
Savage j fince 
neither fex, age, 
nor quality, ef- 
caped his brutifh 
inhumanity j 
having moft 
cruelly murder- 
ed two hundred 
perfons in the 
compafs of three 
years: yet was 
he fuffered after- 
wards, under 
the Proteftanls 
in Queen Eliza- 
beth's reign, to 
die quietly in his 
bed! 

See Fox, and 
Fulier'sCh.Hifh 
Ub* viii. p. iS. 


Bradford's writing, firflr, by themfelves, then thofe 
written by other perfons to him ; and fo, they may 
appear thus— The Explication of the Words FUJb and 
Spirit, by J. Bradford. A Preface of J. Bradford';- 
out of Prifon, to a Book recommended to the Nobility and 
Gentry (mentioning a brave Jury of Londoners), 
1555. prin. after this book came to my hands, &c. 
A Meditation of John Bradford, Pr. This heavenly 
banquet wherein thou doll witnefs thyfclf, C5V. A 
Prayer by John Bradford, to be faid at the Stake, by 
all them that God Jhall count worthy to fuffer for his 
Truth ; Pr. O merciful God, and Father, &c, A 
Godly Letter from Erkinwold Rawlins at Antwerp, to 
Mr. John Bradford, being Pr if oner in the King's- 
Bench, Southwark, 22 July, 1554. Pr. Ahho' my 
dearly beloved, &c. (55). A Letter from Eliz. Long- 
fho, to J. Bradford, Pr. Grete Caufe have, tffr. 
John Carelefs his laft Letter to John Bradford ; Pr. 
Before that I had red, 13 c. (56). He alfo feems to 
have been the author of a treatlfe, not mentioned 
among his pieces above, either in print or manu- 
fcript, upon The Baptifm of Children, which he fent a 
little before his death to Auguftine Bernehere for him 
to tranferibe, and when that was done, he told him 
he fhould have other things (57). 

[G] The fubftance of this Examination we Jhall re- 
late below.] After the faid Lord Chancellor (*), and 
the refidue of the Queen's Counfel in commifTion with 
him, had ended their talk with Mafter Farrar, late 
Bifhop of St. David's (f), the Under-Marfhal of the 
King's-Bench was commanded to bring in Mafter 
Bradford ; whom the Chancellor looked earneftly 
upon, as if he would out-face him ; and he as fted- 
faftly fixt his eyes on the Chancellor ; only once call 
them up to Heaven, and fo out-faced him. Then 
the Chancellor told him, he had been long impri- 
foned juftly, for his behaviour at Paul's-Crofs, the 
thirteenth of Auguft 1553, for his falfe preaching, 
and arrogance, in taking upon him to preach with- 
out authority. But now, faid he, the Time of Mercy 
is come; therefore the Queen by us hath fent for you 
to give you the fame, if you will with us return : If 
you will do as we have done, you mall find as we have 
found. To which Bradford obediently anfwered, My 
Lords, I confefs, that I have been long imprifoned 
and unjuftly, for that I did nothing feditioufly, falfe - 
ly, or arrogantly, in word or fact, by preaching or 
otherwife, but fought peace as an obedient and faith- 
ful fubjedt, both in attempting to fave the prefent 
Bifhop of Bath, then Mafter Bourne, the preacher at 
the Crofs, and in preaching for quietnefs accord- 
ingly. Here the Chancellor cut him fhort, and told 
him, he lyed. The fact was feditious, fard he, as 
you my lord of London (||) can bear witnefs. You 
fay true, anfwered he, I faw him with mine own 
eyes, when he took upon him to rule, and lead the 
people malapertly ; thereby declaring that he was the 
author of the fedition. Bradford anfwered, with 
wonderful patience, That notwithstanding the Bi- 
fhop's feeing and faying, what he had told, was truth, 
which one day God Almighty would reveal ; yet, in 
the mean time, becaufe he could not be believed, he 
was ready to fuffer, as now, by what he had faid, fo 
whatfoever God fhould licenfe him to do. I know, 
faid the Chancellor, thou haft a glorious tongue, and 
godly fhews thou makell ; but all are lyes that thou 
doeft. I have not forgotten how ftubborn thou wert 
before us in the Tower, to which thou was committed 
concerning Religion. I have not forgotten thy beha- 
viour and talk ; where, worthily thou haft been kept 
in prifon, as one that would have done more hurt 
than I will fpeak of. My Lord, faid Bradford, I 
ftand as before you, fo before God, as one day we fhall 
all (land before him ; Truth will then be the truth ; 


though you will not now fo take it: Yet I dare fay, my 
Lord of Bath will witnefs with me, that I fought his 
fafeguard, with the peril of my own life. That's 
not true, quoth Bonner, for I faw thee take upon 
thee too much. No, faid Bradford, I took nothing 
upon me undefired, and that of Mafter Bourne him- 
felf, as if he were here, I dare fay he would affirm ; 
for he defired me both to help him to pacify the peo- 
ple, and not to leave him till he was in fafety : And 
as for my behaviour in the Tower, if I did or faid 
any thing that did not befeem me, and your Lord- 
fhips would inform me, I would fpeedily make you 
anfwer. Well, faid the Chancellor, to leave this 
matter ; How fayeft thou now, wilt thou return again, 
and do as we have done, and thou (halt receive the 
Queen's mercy and pardon ? My Lord, faid Brad- 
ford, I defire mercy with God's mercy, but mercy 
with God's wrath, God keep me from ; though I 
thank God my confeience does not accufe me of do- 
ing or fpeaking any thing there, that mould need 
mercy or pardon : For all that I did, or fpake, was 
agreeable to God's laws, and thofe of the Realm, at 
that prefent ; and did make much quietnefs. Well, 
faid the Chancellor, if thou wilt make this babbling, 
rolling in thy eloquence, being altogether ignorant 
and vain-glorious, and wilt not receive mercy offered 
to thee ; know, for truth, that the Queen is minded 
to make a purgation of all fuch as thou art. The 
Lord knows, replied Bradford, before whom I ftand, 
as well as before you, what vain glory I have fought 1 
his mercy I defire, and alfo would be glad of the 
Queen's favour, to live, as a fubjeel, without clog of 
confeience; but otherwife the Lord's mercy is to me 
better than life. And I know to whom I have com- 
mitted my life, even to his hands which will keep it, 
fo that no man may take it away, before it be his 
pleafure. There are twelve Hours in the day, and as 
long as they laft, fo long fhall no man have power 
thereon (58) : Therefore his good will be done ; life, 
in his difpleafure, is worfe than death ; and death, 
in his favour, is true life. I know, faid the Chan- 
cellor, that we fhould have glorious talk enough from 
thee ; be fure therefore, that as thou haft deceived 
the people with falfe and devilifh doctrine, fo fhalt 
thou receive. I have not deceived, faid Bradford, 
the people, nor taught any other doctrine, than by 
God's grace I am ready, and hope fhall be ready, to 
confirm with my life : and as for devilifhnefs and falfe - 
nefs in the doctrine, I would be forry you could fo 
prove it. Why, faid the Bifhop of Durham (*), 
what do you fay to the adminiftration of the Commu- 
nion, as you now know it is ? Here Bradford replied 
to them, / have been fx times fwern in no cafe to 
confent to the praftifing of any jurisdiction, or any 
authority on the Bifhop of Rome's behalf within this 
realm of England ; therefore I humbly pray your 
Honours to tell me, whether you aflc me. this queftion 
by his authority or not ? If you do, I dare not, may 
not anfwer you any thing in his authority, you fhall 
demand of me, except I would be for fworn, which 
God forbid. Haft thou been fworn fix times, faid Se- 
cretary Bourne? What offices haft thou borne? 
Here's another lye, faid the Chancellor. Bradford 
returned it upon him in thefe words : I was thrice 
fworn in Cambridge ; when I was admitted Mafter of tife on God's 
Arts 5 when I was admitted Fellow in Pembroke- Ele&ion and 
Hall ; and when I was there, the Vifitors alfo came 
thither and fwore the Univerfity: again, I was fworn 
when I entered into the Miniftry ; when I had a Pre- 
bend given me ; and when I was fworn to ferve the 
King, a little before his death. Tufh, faid the 
Chancellor, Herod's oaths, a man fhould make no 
confeience at. Bradford replied, my Lord, thefe 
othes were no Herod's othes, no unlawful othes, but 
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the faid prifon, under ftridter reftraint than before, efpecially as to the dttfitife 6f hh 
pen i but the fweetnefs of his comportment towards his keepers fo mollified and won 
upon them, that it defeated the feverity of his enemies commands in that particular; 
and his arguments, thus difcharged out of prifon, were like gunpowder that makes a 
louder report, and has but the ftronger efiedt the clofer it is confined j thereby doing 
their caufe more hurt, than all the terror of their tyrannical treatment did it good. A 
week after, that is, on the 29th of the fame month, he was brought before them in the 
church of St. Mary Overies to his fecond examination, in which, as there was lbme frefh 
matter of debate, as well as a repetition of feveral circumftances that patted in the firft, 
we (hall but touch upon the heads of thofe pafTages which have been already fpoken of; 
and a little more exprefsly, in the fame note, relate fuch as have not [#] ; but fo com- 

prehenfively 
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oth es according to God's word, as yon yourfelf have 
well affirmed in your book De Vera Obediential Here 
another of the Council, pre fumed to be M. Roche f- 
ter (*), faid, I never knew wherefore this man was 
in prifon before now, but I fee well, it would not 
have been good that he had been abroad : whatfoever 
was the caufe he was laid in prifon I know not, but I 
now fee well, that not without caufe he was, and is 
to be kept in prifon : Yes, faid Secretary Bourne, it 
Rymer,VoI. xv. was reported, this prcfent parliament time, by the 
Strype's Annals, E ar l 0 f Derby, that he has done more hurt by letters, 
and exhorting thofe that have come to him, in reli- 
gion, than ever he did when he was abroad by preach- 
ing. In his letters he curie th all that teach falfe 
doclrine, for fo he calls that which is not according 
to what he taught ; and molt earneftly exhorteth 
them, to whom he writes, to continue ftill in that 
they have received by him, and fuch like as he is. 
All which words divers others of the Council affirm- 
ed ; whereunto the faid Mailer Bourne added, fay- 
ing, How fay you, firrah, fpeaking to Bradford, have 
you not thus feditioufly written, and exhorted the 
people? I have, faid Bradford, neither written, nor 
fpoken any thing feditioufly ; and I thank God J have 
not admitted any feditious cogitation, nor I truft ever 
/hall. Yea but thou haft written letters, quoth 
Bourne. Why fpeakeft thou not, faid the Chancel- 
lor, haft thou not written as he faith ? That, replied 
Bradford, which I have written, I have written. Lord 
God, quoth M. Southwell (f), what an arrogant and 
ftubborn boy is this, that thus ftoutly and dallyingly 
behaves himfclf before the Queen's Council ; and 
they all looked upon one another difdainfully. My 
Lords, and Mailers, faid Bradford, the Lord God 
which is, and will judge us all, knoweth that as 1 am 
certain I ftand now before his Majefty, fo with reve- 
rence in his fight, I ftand before you, unto yours ; 
and accordingly, in words and gefture, I defire to 
behave myfelfL If you otherwife take it, I doubt not 
but God in his time will reveal it. In the mean fea- 
fon, I mall fuffer with all due obedience, your fay- 
ihgs and deeds too, I hope. Thefc be gay, glorious 
words, quoth the Chancellor of reverence, reve- 
rence ! but as in all other things, fo herein thou doft 
nothing but lye. Well, faid Bradford, I would God 
the author of truth, and abhorrer of lyes, would pull 
my tongue out of my head before you all, and mew 
a terrible judgment on me here prefently, if I have 
purpofed, or do purpofc, to lye before you, whatfo- 
ever you fhall afk me. Why then, faid the Chancel- 
lor, doft thou not anfwer ? Haft thou written fuch 
letters, as here is objected again ft thee ? As I faid, my 
Lord, quoth Bradford, That which I have written I 
have written. I ftand now before you, who either 
can lay my letters to my charge, or not : If you lay 
any thing to my charge that 1 have written ; if I de- 
ny it, I am then a lyar. We (hall never have done 
with thee, I perceive now, replied the Chancellor. 
Be fhort, be ihort, wilt thou have mercy ? I pray 
God, faid Bradford, to give me his mercy, and if 
therewith you will extend yours, I will not refufe it ; 

otherwife, I will not. Here was now much ado 

among them, one fpeaking this, another that, of his 
arrogancy, in rcfufing the Queen's pardon, which lhe 
fo lovingly offered him. To this Bradford anfwercd: 
My Lords, if I may live as a quiet fubjeel, without 
clog of confeience, I fhall heartily thank you for your 
pardon ; if otherwife I behave myfelf, then I am in 
danger of the fault. In the mean feafon, I afk no 
more than the benefit of a fubjecl, till I be convinced 
of tranfgreffion. If I cannot have this, as hitherto I 
have not had, God's good will be done. Upon theft 
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words, the Chancellor began a long procefs of the 
falfc doctrine wherewith people were deceived in the 
days of King Edward ; fo aflced Bradford, what he 
thought of it? who anfwered, He believed the doc- 
trine then taught, was God's pure religion ; which 
he believed in more now, than ever he did. And 
therein, faid he, I am more confirmed, and ready to 
declare it, by God's grace, even as he will to the 
world, than I was, when I firft came into the prifon. 
What religion mean you, faid the Bifhop of Durham, 
in King Edward's days ? What year of his reign? 
Even that fame year of his reign, replied he, that the 
King died, and I was preacher. Here Secretary 
Bourne wrote fomething down. And after fome 
paufe, the Chancellor declared, that the dodrine 
taught in King Edward's days, was herefy ; ufing for 
demon fixation thereof, no fcripture, nor reafon, but 
this, that it ended with treafon and rebellion ; fo 
concluded, that the very end of his reign was enough 
to prove the doclrine in it nought. Ah, my Lord, 
faid Bradford, that you would enter into God's fanc- 
tuary, and mark the end of this prefent doclrine you 
now fo magnify ! What meanell thou by that, faid 
he ? I fuppoTe we fhall have a fnatch of rebellion 
enough now. No, replied Bradford, my Lord, I 
mean no fuch end as you gather : I mean an end 
which none feeth but they who enter into God's fane- 
tuary. If a man look but on prefent things, he will 
icon deceive himfclf. Here his Lordfhip did agaia 
offer Bradford mercy, and he anfwered as before ; 
mercy, with God's mercy, mould be welcome ; but 
otherwife he would have none : whereupon the 
Chancellor rung a little bell to call in fome of the 
attendants, for there were none prefent, but thofe 
before named, and the Bifhop of Worceftcr (*). 
W r hen a perfon was entered the room, Secretary 
Bourne faid, it is be ft that you give the keeper a 
charge of this fellow; fo was the Under-Marfhal 
called in. You fhall take this man to you, faid the 
Chancellor, and keep him clofe, without conference 
with any man, but by your knowledge ; and fuffer 
him not to write any letters, Uc. for he is of another 
manner of charge with you now, than he was before, 
and fo they departed ; and Bradford preserved the 
fame cheerful nefs of countenance, as any indifferent 
man could do, manifefting thereby a defire to lay 
down even his life, as a confirmation of what he had 
taught and written ; and he was animated with think- 
ing, that if he Were forced to do fo, he mould deftroy 
more of the Philiftincs, as Sampfon did, by his death, 
than ever he did in his life (59). 

[H] And a little more exprefsly y in the fame note, re- 
late fuch as have not.] In this fecond Examination, 
before thofe Bifhops, Bradford, after the excom- 
munication of John Rogers, was called in, and told 
by the Chancellor, That they had offered him on the 
twenty-fecond of January, the Queen's pardon, which 
he had both contemned, and profeffed he would de- 
fend his erroneous doclrine, in public. Yet this and 
all his behaviour, declared but hypoerify and vain 
glory. He alfo laboured much about clearing him- 
felf from thirfting after guiklefs blood; but infilled 
upon Bradford's fad at Paul's Crofs, as prefumptuous, 
arrogant, and affuming to lead the people, which 
could not but turn to much difquietnefs ; and there- 
fore being fo refractory and ftout in religion, he was 
then committed to prifon, and now continued there ; 
whence he had written letters, to the great detriment 
of the people ; as, by the Earl of Derby, in Parlia- 
ment, was reported. And as he had fo ftubbornly 
behaved rami elf the laft time before them, therefore 
he noiv mgre directly demanded of him. doclrine 

and 
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prehenfively we hope, as neither to overburden the reader, nor leave him in obfcurity. 
Iu this examination, we lee he was ftill intractable to all their Inducements and menaces, 

to 


and religion ? Bradford anfwered, That as to hypo- 
crify and vain glory, he truiled in God, to open one 
day, both their true and hearty dealings therein ; in 
the mean time, would content himfelf with the tefti-^ 
mony of his own confeience ; which, if it yielded to 
hypocrify, would make God and man againft him. 
As for his fact at Paul's Crofs, and his behaviour at 
the Tower, he doubted not, but God would reveal it 
to his comfort : And for his letters and religion, he 
anfwered as he did before. Here the Chancellor 
taxed him with faying, he would maintain the~ doc- 
trine in King Edward's days. Bradford repeated his 
having been fix times fworn againft the Pope's autho- 
rity ; therefore faid, he durft not anfwer to any thing 
that fliould be demanded on that head, left he mould 
by any unwary confent thereto be forfworn ; that he 
was now more confirmed in the doctrine preached in 
that King's days, than he was before he was in pri- 
fon ; and thought, he mould be found more ready to 
refign his life for the confirmation thereof. Here the 
Chancellor would have perfuaded him, that the oaths 
he had taken againft the Pope, were of no validity ; 
but he ftill refufed to enlarge upon that topic, left he 
fhould be decoyed, or drawn, to make any compli- 
ance therein. Much difputation there was upon this 
head ; till the Chancellor told him, he followed the 
courfe of crafty covetous merchants ; who, becaufe 
they would lend no money to their needy neighbours, 
pretend they had often fworn they would lend no 
more, becaufe their creditors had fo often deceived 
them : So do you now, faid he, to caft a mill in the 
people's eyes, and blear them with herefy, greater and 
more hurtful to the Commonwealth, pretend your 
oath j whereby the people might make a confeience, 
where they fhould not. To this, Bradford faid, If he 
dared to anfwer him, for fear of being led into per- 
jury, he would mow him the difference between 
oaths, which obliged him to keep this inviolable. 
Then the Chancellor urged, that this againft the 
Biftiop of Rome, was againft charity. Bradford an- 
fwered, That could not be againft charity, which was 
not againft God's word. Is it not againft God's word, 
faid the Chancellor, That a man fhould take a King 
to be fupreme head of the Church in his realm ? No, 
replied he, It is with God's word. Where find you 
that, quoth the Chancellor? Bradford anfwered, 
where St. Paul writes, That every foul mould be 
obedient to the fuperior power: And what power? 
Qua? gladium gefat ; Which hears the fword, and that 
is not the fpiritual, but the temporal power, as Chry- 
foftom well notes upon the fame place. Here the 
Chancellor was much ftirred, and faid, that Bradford 
went about to deny all obedience to the Queen, and 
fo would make God's word a warrant of difobedi- 
ence : For he would anfwer, when ftie fays, Now 
fwear to the Bifhop of Rome, or obey his authority ; 
No,- for I am then forfworn ; and fo make the Queen, 
no Queen. No, faid Bradford, I go not about to 
deny all obedience, by denying it in this part ; I was 
fworn to King Edward, not fimply, that is, not con- 
cerning his own perfon, but alfo concerning his fuc- 
ccflbrs. Therefore in denying the Queen's requeft 
herein, I deny not her authority, nor become difobe- 
dient : Yes, that doll thou* returned the Chancellor. 
And fo he began a long tale, how if a man fhould 
make an oath, to pay an hundred pound by fuch a 
day, and the creditor fhould forgive the debt ; the 
debtor would fay, No, you cannot do it, for I am 
forfworn, &c. But Bradford feeing into the fophiftry 
of this, and how improperly applicable to the pur- 
pofe, told the Chancellor, he wondered how he could 
make fuch trifles of folemn oaths made to God, and 
fo great a matter of vows, as they call them, made 
to the Bifhops for the marriage of Priefts. Here the 
Chancellor was highly difgufted, and objected again 
to his refufing obedience. No, my Lord, faid Brad- 
ford, I do not deny obedience to the Queen, if you 
■ will difcern between Genus and Species ; becaufe I 
may not obey in this, to reafon, ergo I may not obey 
in the other, is not firm : as if a man let, or fell a 
piece of his inheritance, yet all his inheritance is not 
let, or fold : fo all obedience I deny not, becaufe I 
deny it in this branch. I will have none of thefe 
Vol. II. 


fimilitudes, faid the Chancellor. I would not ufe them, 
replied Bradford, if you went not about with them to 
perfuade the people, I mean that which I never 
meant ; for I myfelf, not only mean obedience, but 
will give example of all moil humble obedience to the 
Queen's Highnefs j fo long as fhe requireth not obe* 
dience againft God. No, no, faid the Chancellor, 
all men may perceive your meaning ; there is no 
man, though he be fworn to the King, doth therefore 
break his oath, if afterwards he be fworn to the French 
King, and to the Emperor. Here Bradford fhewed 
him how different the cafe was; Thou 111 alt not 
fwear, faid he, to the Bifhop of Rome at any time ; 
.if, in like manner, we were fworn, Thou (halt not 
ferve the Emperor, £s\r. You fee there were fome 
alteration, and more doubt. But I befeech your 
Honour to remember, what you yourfelf have written, 
anfwering the objections here againft, in your book 
De vera Obediential Vincat modo Domini *verhi Veritas ; 
Let God's Word, and the reafons thereof prevail. Here 
the Chancellor was thoroughly incenfed, and turned 
the difcourfe upon Bradford's writing feditious let- 
ters, perverting the people, and defending the doc- ■ 
trine in King Edward's time; all which, Bradford 
denied ; but faid, what he had written and fpoken, 
he would never deny: and now refolved to anfwer, 
whatever he fhould afk, though he faw his life de- 
pended thereon. Then the Chancellor afked him, 
what he faid to the Sacrament, and whether he be- 
lieved Chrift to be prefent, in his natural body ? To 
which, when he anfwered, That he thought Chrift 
might be corporally prefent unto faith ; the Chancel- 
lor wanted more words of him, to explain himfelf. 
But Bradford anfwered, I have been now a year, and 
almoft three quarters (*) in prifon, and in all this 
time, you never queftioned me herein ; when I might 
have fpoken my confeience without peril ; hut now, you 
have a law, to hang up, and put to death, if a man an- 
fwer freely, and not to your appetite (f) ; and fo you 
now come to demand this queftion : Ah I my Lord, 
continued he, Chrift ufed not this way to bring men 
to faith ; no more did the Prophets, or the Apoftles. 
Remember what Bernard writeth to Eugenius the 
Pope, Apojlolos lego ftetiffe judicandos, fedijfe judic antes 
non legi : Hoc erit, illud fuit, J read that the Jpofles 
food to he judged ; hut I have not read that they fat to 
judge: This jhall be, that was, &c. Here the Chan- 
cellor was appeafed (||), as it feemed, andfpake moft 
gently, that he ufed not this means ; but that it had 
been objected to him, he had been too gentle often- 
times ; which others of his colleagues agreed in. To 
this Bradford faid, My Lord, I pray you ftretch out 
your gentlenefs, that I may feel a little of it ; for hi- 
therto I never felt it. At this the Chancellor, think- 
ing he would comply, again proffered him mercy, if 
with them he would return. Return ! faid Bradford, 
God fave me from going back: I mean, faid he, that 
I was three quarters of a year in the Tower, without 
paper, pen, or ink, and never, in all that time, nor 
fince, did I feel any gentlenefs from you ; but have 
rather looked for, as I have hitherto found, extre- 
mity ; and I thank God I perceive now, you have 
kept me in prifon thus long, not for any matter you 
had, but for matter you would have ; God's good will 
be done. Here feveral perfons came in, telling his 
Lordfhip it was dinner time; upon which, leaving 
Bradford fpeaking, he rofe up, and faid, that in the 
afternoon they would talk more with him ; fo he was 
led into the veftry, and waited there till it was dark 
night (I). In the mean while, about four o'clock 
the fame afternoon, Mr. T. Huffey, before mention- 
ed in the text, came into the veftry, under a pretence 
of inquiring for a perfon who was not there, and fee- 
ing Mr. Bradford, he made himfelf foon known to 
him, and told him, he would come and have fome 
converfation with him the next morning ; which Brad- 
ford did not refufe ; the faid Huffey being his old ac- 
quaintance, and had often received money of him, 
when he was Pay- m after abroad, as we before obferv- 
ed. Bradford having waited in vain for farther exa- 
mination that day, was at night conveyed again to 
prifon. The next morning, which was the thirtieth 
of January, the faid Mr. Huffey came thither into his 
7 A chamber, 
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to all efforts of drawing him into that apoftacy they had fet him the pattern of : but ftill, 

not in utter defpair of gracing their example, and juftifying their own compliance by 

his, they ordered him up to their inquifition at the lame place again the next day ; and 

this being his laft examination before that fatanical fynagogue (a), we mud in another ( a ) s ee Bin, op 

note remit our reader to a brief rehearfal or fummary of what is moft material there- ^ ! u e ^|; e e tter 

in [/]. Thus we fee, for not allowing the groffeft: impofitions upon human underftand- 
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chamber, to tamper with him, and, in a plaufible 
fpeech, declared, how wonderfully well he had be- 
haved himfelf before the Bifhops yefterday, infomuch 
that his greater! enemies could perceive, they had no 
matter of objection againft him ; therefore advifed 
him, as of his own good will, and without the privity 
or direction of any one, to intreat for time, and fome 
learned men to confer with ; which Bradford abfo- 
lutely refufed, as what would give occafion of think- 
ing he was doubtful, or unfettled in the doctrine he 
had profefled. As they were thus talking, the door 
was unlocked, and in came Dr. Seyton, who, when 
he faw Mr. Hufley, faid, What, Sir, are you come 
before me ? which fpeech Bradford marking, as made 
to one, who had told him, no man knew of his com- 
ing, he inwardly admoniflied himfelf to beware of 
thefe men ; for he faw they came to hunt the matter ; 
that one might bear vvitnefs with the other. Then 
Dr. Seyton, after fome bye-talk of Bradford's age, 
country, and the like, began a long fermon, pre- 
tending that Cranmer, Latimer, and Ridley, had 
required conference, in order to induce Bradford to 
requeft the like ; but he anfvvered as he did before. 
Then Dr. Seyton began to wheedle, as the other had 
done ; telling him, that Matter Runcorne had re- 
ported at the Chancellor's table, That Bradford uuas 
able to perfuade as much as any one be knenjj ; and I my- 
felf, added he, though I never faw you before yefter- 
day, yet thought your modefty was fuch, your beha- 
viour and talk fo without malice and impatience, that 
I mould be forry you fhould do worfe than myfelf ; 
and farther told him, he perceived the Lord Chan- 
cellor had a favour towards him ; fo he alfo counfellcd 
him to defire a refpite, and to confer with the learn- 
ed : but ft ill , fays Bradford, / kept to my Cuckow. 
This conftant and unwavering temper in Bradford, 
made a change in the Doctor's, who hereupon grew 
angry ; called him arrogant, proud, and vain-glori- 
ous. But this ferving not his purpofe, he then 
changed his note again, and urged how mercifully, 
and how charitably, he had been treated ! But Brad- 
ford (hewed him, he had not met with juftice, much 
lefs charity ; and that he was thus imprifoned, and 
handled, for nothing they had, but only fomething 
they wanted againft him, out of his own confeflions. 
Here the Doctor flew from point to point, in hopes 
of pitching upon^hat fomething, which might juftify 
thole fufFcrings ; but all the Doctor faid, having no 
effect, Mafter Hufley began to afk him, whether he 
would not admit of conference, if the Lord Chan- 
cellor fhould offer it him publicly? to which he an- 
fvvered, If that conference had been offered before the 
lawu had been made ; or were offered fo that he might 
be at liberty to confer, and as free as him with whom 
he fhould confer, then, faid Bradford, it were fome- 
thing ; otherwife he faw not to what purpofe it 
fhould be offered, but to defer that which muft come 
at length, and the lingering might give more of- 
fence, than do good ; Yet, faid he, if his Lordfhip 
fhould make fuch an offer voluntarily, I will not re- 
fufe to confer with whomfoever fhall come. Here the 
Doctor was in a fume again, about this conference; 
called him arrogant flill, proud, and whatever came 
uppermoft ; till Bradford very fedately befought them 
both, perceiving he fhould fhortly be called for, to 
give him leave to confer with God, and beg grace of 
him ; which, after their unwilling departure, he 
fought in prayer, and obtained ; to his great comfort 
and ftjpport. Shortly after they were gone, he was 
carried out of prifon, to St. Mary Overie's church, 
and there tarried uncalled for, till eleven o'clock the 
fame morning ; that is, till Mr. Saunders was excom- 
municated, and inhumanly given over to the fevereft 
of deaths (6o)T 

[/] A brief rehearfal, or fummary \ of *what is moft 
material therein.} After the excommunication of 
Lawrence Saunders, Bradford was brought into the 
church, before the Bifhops \ where the Chancellor, 


as before, declared, what mercy he fhould find if 
with them, he would conform to the Popifh religion, 
and recant his doctrine. Bradford flill infifted upon 
his oaths againft the Pope, which he would not vio- 
late, he faid, that, when death came, as he expected 
from their hands, he fhould not be troubled with the 
guilt of perjury. The Chancellor, angry hereat, 
faid, they had given him refpite to deliberate, till this 
day, whether he would recant his herefy about the 
Sacrament. Bradford alleged, that they gave him 
no time for any fuch deliberation, nor that he faid 
any thing of the Sacrament which they difallowed ; 
for when, faid he, I had declared the piefence of 
Chrift therein, to the faithful ; you went from the 
matter, to purge yourfelf of cruelty, and fo went to 
dinner. I perceive, faid the Chancellor, we mult* 
begin all over again with you : Did I not yefterday 
tell thee plainly, that thou madeft a confeience where 
none fhould be ? Did I not make it plain, that the 
oath againft the Bifhop of Rome, was an unlawful 
oath? No, replied Bradford ; indeed, my Lord, you 
faid fo, but proved it not ; nor ever can do. Here 
the Chancellor had much difpute again, about oaths ; 
which were good, and which evil ; captioufly afking 
often of Bradford, a direct anfvver ; which Bradford 
would not give fimply, but with fome diflinction. 
This much offended the Chancellor ; but Bradford 
ftill kept him at a bay, that the oath againft the 
Bifhop of Rome, was a lawful oath ; ftill confirming 
himfelf, and confuting the Chancellor, out of his 
own book (*); withal, fo clofely proving the Word (#)rj>eVera 
of God to be their judge, and by that word the oath Obedienti?, Zv*, 
to be lawful, that the Chancellor quitted his hold, 1535, 
and flew again to Bradford's pretended denial of the 
Queen's authority. But here again, Bradford prov- 
ed, that one fpecial caufe of obedience denied by con- 
feience, makes no general denial of obedience in caufes 
lawful. The Chancellor brought examples for his 
argument, as little to the purpofe, as before ; and 
Bradford again reproached him, in like manner as 
before, with being fo ftrict in vows for the marriage 
of Priefts, made to themfelves, and fo carelefs in fo- 
lemn oaths made to God and the Prince. When the 
Chancellor told him the Queen did difpenfe with 
them ; Bradford anfwered, the Queen might remit 
her right, in things relating to herfelf or government, 
but not difpenfe with oaths made to Goi. Here the 
Chancellor was wonderfully difcompofed, and plainly- 
declared, that he flandered the whole realm of per- 
jury, and took upon him to have more confeience 
than all the wife men in England; and yet had none 
at all. At this, Bradford defired the audience to ob- 
ferve, who had moft ; adding, he had been a year 
and half in prifon, and defired to know, why he was 
imprifoned, and for what punifhed ? and becaufe the 
Chancellor had faid, that Bradford took upon him to 
fpeak to the congregation undefired, he appealed to 
Bifhop Bourne, there prefent ; affirming, that he de- 
fired in Chrift's name, that he would fpeak to the 
people, by whom he had like to have been flam, 
with the dagger that was thrown, and touched his 
fleeve ; and at his farther requeft,t did not leave, till 
he had fafely houfed him ; and though it was dan- 
gerous to upbraid the people with their refentment 
towards the faid Bourne, he yet, in his fermon the 
fame afternoon, reproved the fact, and called it fedi- 
tion, at leaft twenty times ; for which he had been 
fo long rewarded with a prifon, and was now about 
to be with death. He alfo taxed the Chancellor, with 
having owned, at his firft being before him in the 
Tower, that the faid fact was good, though he pre- 
tended the mind was evil : and to this he anfwered, 
I cannot otherwife declare my mind to man, than by 
faying, and doing ; but God, I truft, will one day 
open, to my comfort, what my mind was, and your's 
is. Here the Chancellor was driven to eat his own 
words, and denied that he ever faid fo. But when 
this would not do, he faid, that Bradford was firft 
4 put 


BRADFORD. 

ing to be reafonable, and not believing fuch abfurdities in the Popifh Doftrine, as thofe 
temporizing Prelates, thofe enemies to juftice, truth, and humanity itfelf, could only 
for their intereft pretend to believe, how he was given up to death. After his con- 
demnation, we find him on the 3d of February, a prifoner in the Poultry-Counter, in 
ptw?c a T f Sk* 8 t ^ e ^ lt Y °f -London (£), and that he lay there almoft five months, bated and worried 
w ?th ibc^as the great part of the time, by fome or other of the Bifhops and their Chaplains or Priefts, 
Prelates iem to anc j others whom they let upon him, in hopes, all under the vizor of friendship and com- 
panion, to worm out fome confefiions or other, of fuch erroneous tenets as might give 
fome colour to the world for their barbarity towards him. But he was invincible to them 
all 5 fteady as arock, repelling the ftormy waves that invade it, and expofing their infolidity, 
by turning them into froth. His fagacity in difcerning their fnares, and his readinefs 
in refelling their arguments from the Scriptures, the Fathers, and Themfelves were 
fuch, upon thofe politic and rational topics, of the Pope's authority here, and the real or 


him; at the end 
of his Examina- 
tions before 
mentioned, %<vo 9 
ftgnat, B, v. 
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(*) Seven fcore 

pounds, as it is 
printed in Fox, 
p. 24.0, but nei- 
ther being true, 
tis nomatter 
which Bradford 
was here charged 
with. 


See Brad- 
ford's character 
of this Dr. Hen- 
ry Pendleton, in 
his Letter To 
thofe who profefs 
the true religion 
in Lancashire, 
fjjfc. among his 
others, in Co- 
verdale's Collect, 
p. 264; and for 
Bonner's opinion 
publicly profeff- 
ed againft the 
Pope's Supre- 
macy, read his 
Pref. to Bifliop 
Gardener's book 
de Vera Ohedi- 
enlia j and for 
Gardener's opi- 
nion again ft the 
fame, read alfj 
his faid book. 
In Dr. W. Bul- 
Jeyn's Dialogue 
Pleafant and Pi- 
tiful, &c, %-vo 
edit. 1569, p. 
16, &c. it is faid 
of Bonner, that 
Amarus was his 
coufin german, 
Jferjurus his 
compupil, and 
that Ambodtxttr 
penned his Pro- 
logue or Preface 
to Gardener's 
book afore faid. 


put into prifon, for not conforming to the Queen's 
religion. Bradford anfwered, My Lord, you know, 
that you would not then reafon with me on religion ; 
but faid, that a time mould afterwardsise found ; and 
if, as you fay, I were put in prifon for religion, in 
that my religion <was theft autborifed by the public laws 
of the realm ; could confeience therefore punilh me, 
or caft me into prifon ? wherefore let all men judge 
in whom confeience is wanting. Here Mr. Cham- 
berlain, of Woodftock, came forth, and objected, 
that Bradford had been a ferving-man with Mr. Har- 
rington, and had deceived his matter of twenty- feven 
pounds (*) ; wherefore he went to be a Gofpeller, 
and a Preacher, faid he ; adding, and yet you fee, 
how he pretendeth confeience! My Lord, replieth 
Bradford to the Chancellor, I fet my foot to his, 
whofoever he be, that can come forth, and j 11 illy 
vouch to my face, that ever I deceived my mailer ; 
and as you are Chief Jufticer, by office, in England, 
I defre juftice upon thofe that flander rne, becaufe 
they cannot prove it. Here both the Chancellor rnd 
the other accufer were ftruck blank. Wherefore 
Bonner tried how fuccefsful another untruth would 
prove, from him ; fo charged Bradford with writing 
letters to Dr. Pendleton ; one, who was as great a 
time-ferver, and turn-coat in religion, as Bonner, or 
the Chancellor himfclf (61) ; which Bradford deny- 
ing, and he being not able to prove, this was given 
up. Then came in one Allen, a Clerk of the Coun- 
cil, and remembered the Chancellor of Bradford's 
letters, written into Lancafhire ; for which the Chan- 
cellor faid, they had his hand to fhew. Bradford de- 
nied that they could Ihew his hand to any letters he 
had fent thither, which his heart would not Hand to, 
and prove to be lawful. Here they were all anfwer- 
ed ; and the Chancellor was driven back, in hopes of 
putting a new glofs upon an old objection, to allege, 
that in his houfe, the other day, Bradford had con- 
temned the Queen's mercy, and profeffed he would 
maintain the erroneous doclrine in King Edward's 
days. Upon this, Bradford acutely mewed them, 
how the Chancellor had plainly foiled himfelf ; fay- 
ing, Well, I am glad that all men fee now, that you 
have had no matter to imprifon me before that day : 
Now, fay I, I did not contemn the Queen's mercy, 
but would have had it, with God's mercy ; that is, 
without faying, and doing, any thing againft God, 
and his truth ; and, as for maintenance of doctrine, 
he repeated what he had faid before ; that he was 
better confirmed than ever in it, and was ready to 
give up his life in teftification thereof. Then the 
Chancellor fhifted again, to another branch of yefter- 
day's controverfy, his opinion of the facrament; and 
told him again, they gave him refpite till this day, 
to deliberate. Bradford anfwered, he fpoke nothing 
of the Sacrament that they reproved, and was ap- 
pointed no time to deliberate. But when he was 
again afked whether he believed that Chrift's body 
naturally, and really, was under the form of bread 
and wine ? He anfwered again, he believed Chrift 
there prefent, to the faith of the due receiver ; but 
for T ranfubftaniiation, he plainly, and flatly, told 
them he believed it not. Here was much difpute 
upon this head. And another Bifhop afked him, 
whether the wicked man received Chrift's body, or 
not? Bradford anfwered dire&ly, No. And this 
raifed many cavils, till Bradford put them to filence 
alfo in this, as he had done in the other arguments, 
and drove the Chancellor, to deny Chrift had com- 
manded any thing in the Sacrament, or the ufe of it * 


then confuted him from the exprefs words of the text, 
in the imperative mocd, %*ake and eate ; adding 
withal, My Lord, if it be not a commandment of 
Chrift, to take and eat the Sacrament, why do any 
take upon them to command, and make of neceflity 
that which God leaveth free ? As you do, in making 
it a neceftary commandment, that once a year, all 
who are arrived at lawful difcretion, mould receive 
the Sacrament ? Here the Chancellor called him Di- 
abolusy or flanderer ; and this brought on a tedious 
contention about commandments, till Bradford quot- 
ed a very affronting commandment upon them; How 
fay you, my Lord, quoth he? Chrift fays, to you 
Bifhops efpecially, lie, predicate e^angelitifH : Go and 
preach the Go/pel j feed Chrift's flock ; fs this a com- 
mandment, or not ? Here the Chancellor flew out 
beyond all bounds, and his reafoning evaporated into 
rage. Another queftion, of as great importance, was 
afked him by the Eifhop of Durham, ---When Chrift 
began to be prefent in the Sacrament; before it was 
received, or not ? Which Bradford fhevved to be 
more nice than nece flaxy to an fwer. Here was a 
great clutter again, and they all called him heretic. 
Thus perceiving all he could anfwer, did but the 
more inflame their rancour, and boil up their venom 
againft him, he defired them to proceed, in God's 
name ; as he looked for that which God fufFered them 
to do. And when the Chancellor objected, his hold- 
ing herein, another here fy, of fatal deftiny ; he re- 
plied, he fpoke but as the Apoftles did ; ■ Lord, fee 

* how Herod and Pontius Pilate, with the Prelates, 
' are gathered together againft Thee, Chrift ; to do 

* that, which thy hand and counfel hath before or- 

* dained them to do.' At thefe words, the Chancel- 
lor began to read his excommunication, and therein, 
when he came to the name of Bradford, ftiled laicus 9 
or layman, Why, faid he, art thou no Prieft ? No, 
returned Bradford, nor ever was, either Prieft, or be- 
neficed, or married, or any Preacher, before public 
authority had eftabliflicd religion (*) ; but preached 
after public authority had eftablifhed religion ; arid 
yet, faid he, I am thus handled at your hands; but 
God, I doubt not, will give his blefling, where you 
curfe. And fo he fell down on his knees, heartily 
thanked God, that he counted him worthy to fufFer 
for his fake ; and prayed, that he would give them 
repentance. After the excommunication was read, 
he was delivered up to the Sheriffs of London ; who 
firft conveyed him to the Clink (f) ; where Jie re- 
mained a day or two, and was then removed to the 
Poultry-counter ; from whence he hourly expected to 
be carried, and converted to afhes (62). Thus we 
have gone through the three examinations of Mr. 
Bradford ; for a copy whereof, which he fent to Bilhop 
Ridley, in prifon at Oxford, that Bifhop returned 
him his thanks, and opinion of his conduct through- 
out the fame, in thefe words: ? Blefled be the Holy- 
' Trinity, the Father, the Son, and the Holy-Ghoft, 
' for your three-fold confeflion ! I have read all 

* three, with comfort, and joy, and thankfgiving 
' unto God, for his manifold gifts of grace, where - 

* with it is manifeft to the godly reader, that God 

* dyd afllft you mightily ; and bleffed be God again, 
' and again, which gave you fo good a mind and re- 

* membrancc, of your oath once made againft the 

* Bifhop of Rome ; left you fhould be partaker of 

* the common perjury, which all men almoft are now 
' fallen into, in bringing in again that wicked ufurp- 

* ed power of his (63).' 

carnal 


(*) Or, Preach- 
er, after public 
authority had 
altered religion; 
as we read it in 
Fox, p. 241 ; 
which reading 
is alfo true. 


(f) A Common 
Jayl in Long 
Southwark, at 
the weft end, on 
the bank fide of 
the Thames, 
near where the 
ftews formerly 
flood. 

(62) The Effect 
and Summe of 
his laft Exami- 
nation, 81/0, as 
before, and in 
Fox, Vol. itw 
foU £39, 


(63) iBifhop 
Ridley's Letter 
to Mr. Bradford 3 
in Coverdale's 
Collection, p, 
65. 
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carnal prefence in the facrament, for the denial of which he was condemned (r) ; that his 
mod clamorous antagonifts were ftruck with filence, and departed with admiration. To 

umverfity and 

recite the conferences of thefe fubordinate difturbers of him, verbatim^ might prove as [^j*.^* 
great a penance to our readers, as the hearing of them was to him; being longer, verdaie, P .i 5 7; 
though fuccindly related, than all his three examinations : therefore we (hall only Hum inF«^.*jS. 
over the furface of them, to fatisfy the curious how, upon what, and with whom, the 
fliort remainder of his time was employed ; efpecially feeing it accounted for in the fatif- 
faftory form of a Journal [£]. But, as we have here obferved in the note, it defcends 

no 


[K] Seeing it accounted for in the fatisfaBory form of 
a Journal.] The firft day that Bradford was in the 
Poultry-Counter, which was the 3d of February, as 
was before faid, Bilhop Bonner came thither to de- 
grade Dr. Taylor. When he faw Bradford, off went 
his cap, and out ftretched his hand, to greet him, 
upon hearing he was defirous of conference ; where- 
fore he had brought Archdeacon Harpsfield : but it 
proved a miftake ; for Bradford kept to his old note, 
That he did not defire, yet was not afraid to confer 
with any man. And upon upbraiding the Bifhop 
with condemning him for his faith, fo foon as he ut- 
tered it at their requeft, before he had committed any 
thing again it their laws, they parted. Upon the 
4th of February came a gentleman of the Chancel- 
lor's to him, and told him how mighty well his Lord 
loved him ; therefore he alfo offered him to confer. 
This having the fame anfwer, they parted. On the 
7th of February came one Wollerton, a Chaplain of 
Bonner's, to prove Tranfubftantiation, and how 
wicked men received Chrift's body. Bradford dif- 
proving his authorities, they agreed to exchange their 
reafons in writing ; fo they parted. The next day 
that Chaplain fent a paper, which no way inducing 
to con fent, he came himfelf, and accufed Bradford 
with fwerving from the Church. Bradford mewed it 
was not from Chrift's Church, but his ; which rob- 
bed the people of the Lord's cup, and of Divine Ser- 
vice in their own tongue : and when the other in- 
filled that every thing muft be learned of the Prieft, 
Bradford anfwered, Then I fee you would bring the 
people to hang up Chrift, and let Barabbas go ; as 
the Priefts then perfuaded the people. Upon this, 
the Chaplain had no ftornach to talk any more : but 
Bradford winding up the difcourfe with fome reafons 
againft Tranfubftantiation, he promi fed, upon part- 
ing, to fend him an anfwer to them, which he never 
did. On the 12th of February, one of the Earl of 
Derby's men, Mr. Stephen Beich, came with his 
Lordfhip's wifhes, that he would have a regard to 
hirrffelf ; to whom he faid, he could not regard him- 
felf, more than God's honour. Then t'other fet 
before him his m^fher, fiftcr, kinsfolks, friends, &c. 
But he faid, he had learned to forfake father, mother, 
brothers, fillers, and even himfelf, or he could not 
be Chrift's Difciple. And when the other, upon 
urging that his death might do hurt, propofed, that 
if his Lord fhould obtain for him to depart the realm, 
whether he would be content with the Queen's ap- 
pointment where he fhould go ? he anfwered, Think- 
ing it but juft, that thofe who had refolved upon the 
facrifice of his life fhould have the fhame of his death, 
that he had rather be burnt in England than beyond 
fea ; and fo they ended. On the 14th of February 
came another old acquaintance, named Percival Cref- 
well, and with him a kinfman of Matter Fecknham, 
to pray that they might make fuit for him : he left 
them to their will, but ftill defired it not. In the 
afternoon they came again, and left with him a book 
of Sir Thomas More's, and defired he would name 
whom he would confer with : but they were difmifTed 
like the reft. Then came Dr. Harding, the Bifhop 
of Lincoln's Chaplain ; whom Bradford feeing given 
up to Popery, and hearing himfelf accounted in a 
damnable ftate by him, though he had formerly main- 
tained the doctrine which Bradford did, he bid this 
Doctor fare we 1. On the 15 th of February came 
Crefwell, and another again, with Nicholas Harps- 
field, Archdeacon of London ; and he made a long 
oration upon the way to heaven, through Chrift, and 
the true Church : and they had much debate here- 
upon ; but not agreeing at this meeting, Harpsfield 
the next day came again, and made a fermon almoft 
three quarters of an hour long, to prove the antiquity 
of his Church, with the fucceffion of Bifhops here in 
England, for eight hundred years; and defired him 


(i) Bradford had 
been at ieaft ten 
days in expecta- 
tion of being 
burnt in Lanca- 
shire : for, in his 
letter to Cran- 


to fhew fuch fucceffion in his Church. Bradford did 
fhew fuch fucceffion, of greater antiquity; not by 
fucceffion of High-Priefts, but the faithful profefTors 
of God's word : for his pretended pillars of the 
Church were the greateft per fecu tors of it ; yet, not 
as contending for the law, but their interpretation of 
it. Harpsfield, though forry to fee him fo fettled, 
argued farther with him about Tranfubftantiation, 
the real prefence, and the receiving of Chrift's body 
by the wicked, for which Bradford had been con- 
demned ; and finding, after all, that he would not 
intreat his intercft for refpite or conference, he left 
him the fame man as he found him. After dinner 
his keeper, M after Clayden, came to him from the 
Earl of Derby, who had promifed to move the Queen 
in his behalf, if he thought well of it : he anfwered, 
If his Lordfhip would do it of his own good-will, the 
favour would be more acceptable from him than any 
other. Then came an officer of the Queen's, and 
on his knees befought him to make fome fuit; but 
Bradford, not liking his counfel, departed from him. 
On the feventeenth day he heard from Percival Cref- 
well, that the Chancellor faid, nothing would be 
done for him, if he did not make fuit : but he re- 
fufed to fpeed on that condition, and looked for the 
arrival of the Sheriff every moment ; for he had heard 
that one of the Queen's guards, who were appointed 
to convey him into Lancafhire, had faid, they had a 
warrant the next day for him (f). When Bifhop 
Ridley heard at Oxford of this intended removal of 
Bradford, he wrote in a letter to him thus — * Where 
' the Martyrs for Chrift's fake fhed their blood, and 
1 loft their lives ; O what wondrous things hath 
' Chrift afterwards wrought to his glory, and con- 

■ firmation of their doctrine ! If it be not the place RidIey ' * n * 
« that fanftWcth the man, but the holy man by fXZ^Sk 
( Chrift fanctifieth the place, brother Bradford, then Fcfc. 1554-5, 

* happy and holy mall be that place wherein thou wherein he ex- 

* fhalt fuffer, and be with thy afhes, in Chrift's prefrcs God ' s 
' caufe, fprintkled over. All thy country may re- 
c joyce of thee, that ever it brought forth fuch a one 

■ which would render his life again, in his caufe, of 

* whom he had received it (64).' On the next day, 
which was the eighteenth, he heard that the writ for 
his execution was called in again, and the Sheriff of 
Lancafhire difcharged of him for the prefent. Here 
we may obferve again, by the bye, that after Bifhop was to be fent 
Ridley had heard of this delay of his death, he fent f 01 *' like EUas » 
Bradford another letter, in which he has thefe words : ^ o a . fie f* ch . a ~ 
« Now, fince they have changed their purpofe, and w« goinVto* 

< prolonged your death, I underftand it is no other leave his fleft 
' thing than that once happened to Peter and Paul • wncr c he had 

* the which, although they were of the firft which r 5 ceived lt i and 
I werecaftin prifon and as little fhunned peril as Si. 

any other did, yet God would not have them put ther, as Ignatiua 
' to death with the firft, becaufe he had more fervice was to Rome, 

* to be done by their miniftry, which his gracious Leo P ar ^ s » 

« pleafure was they fhould do ; fo, without doubt, Co £ crdalc * P 
1 dear brother, I am perfuaded, that the fame is the ' 

* caufe of the delay of your martyrdom (65).* In 
the afternoon of the day aforefaid', Bradford heard 
from the Earl of Derby, that his Lordfhip had 
kneeled before the Queen for him, and that he 
fhould be granted books, and time enough to perufe 
them ; which he held ncedlefs, and what would but 
prolong his fufferings : however, he exprefTed his 
fatisFaaion thereat, that his Lordfhip, and others, 
might know he was not obftinate, or held any opi* 
nion that he could not defend by authority of the 
learned, and dared not abide the fifting of. On the 
nineteenth day Mr. Clayden was fent from the Earl, 
to afk if Bradford would be willing to (peak with the 
King's Confcflbr, and Alphonfus the Friar? Brad- 
ford anfwered, as he had all along done, that he 
neither defired nor feared to fpeak with any man. 
On the twenty-firft day, the Archbifhop of York( (H) Nicholas 

his Hcath - 


mercy, that the 
death which is 
due to fin (hould 
be made a tetti- 
monial of God's 
truth, ha glo- 
ries that fuch a 
wretch, as he 
calls himfelf, 
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(t) Mr. Jer. Col- 
lier, in his Ec- 
clef. Hift. P. ii, 
p. 382, calls this 
Alphonfus the 
faid King's Con- 
feflbrj fays, he 
was a Francif- 
can ; and that, 
in preaching be- 
fore the FCing-, 
he would declare 
againft all fan- 
guinary methods 
in religion, and 
inveigh againft 
the feverities, in 
particular, of 
our Bifbops, for 
hauling people 
to execution be- 
caufe they could 
believe no bet- 
ter. He is call- 
ed Alphonfus a 
Caflro by others. 
SeeFia.S, Clara, 
whofe true name 
was ChrilV. 
Davenport, in 
Hift. Min. Pro- 
vincial Angliae 
Fratr. Mint rum, 
p. 54 j and the 
Antiq. of the 
Engl. Francif- 
cans, 4fo, Lund. 
1726, p. 250, 
&c. 

The other Spa* 
nifli Friar's 
name, whom 
Bradford calls 
the King's Con- 
venor, might 
alfo, in theie au- 
thors, perhaps 
be found, if it 
were worth 
while to hunt 
after it. 

(66) Vol. ii. 


no lower than the fifth of April, in the year 15^5 5 and if he had any other private con- 
ferences, they were probably but to the fame purpofe. We are informed, that, both 
while he lay in the King's-Bench 4 and now in the Counter, he preached twice a-day, 
unlefs ficknefs hindered him 5 where alfo the Sacrament was often miniftered \ and, 
through his keeper's indulgence, there was fuch refort of pious people to him, that his 
chamber was ufually almoft filled with them. He made but one fliort meal a-day, and 
allowed himfelf but four hours reft at night (d). His gentle nature was ever relenting (//;Fox,vd. 
at the thoughts of his infirmities, and fears of being betrayed into inconftancy : his p ' 233 ' 
behaviour was fo humane, fo afTedting to all about him, that it won even many Papifts 
to wifh for the prefervation of his life. His very mien and afpect begat veneration 1 
being tall and fpare, or fomewhat macerated in his body ; of a faint fanguine com- 
plexion, with an auburn beard; and- his eyes, through the intenfenefs of his celeftial 
contemplations, were often fo folemnly fettled, that the tears would filently gather in 
them, till he could not rellrain them from overflowing their banks, and creating a 
fympathy in the eyes of his beholders. The portions of his time he did not fpend in 
prayer or preaching, he allotted to the vifitation of his fellow-prifoners ; exhorting the 
fick to patience, and diftributing his money to the poor ; fome of them, thofe who had 
been the moft violent oppofers of his doftrines ; nor did he leave the felons themfelves 
without the beft relief they were capable of receiving, under the diftreffes they had 
brought upon themfelves ; .fuch as excited them to the moft hearty and fincere repeat* 
ance. But by what means he obtained fuch liberty, after his condemnation, both of 
his pen and perfon, who was fo much forbidden the fame in both refpeds before it, 
the author next quoted, who gives us inftances of it, has not exprefsly revealed \ but 
left room to conjecture, that fuch lenity was now ufed by his persecutors, to work him 
into that conformity which had been unfuccefsfully attempted by their rigour : yet how 
little covetous he was of that liberty, how entirely abftrafted from all other enjoyments 
of life, and how cheerfully prepared to refign it, may moft evidently appear, not only 
in the particulars given by Mr. Fox, but in the extracts here fubjoined to them, from 
one or two only of the many letters written by and to Mr. Bradford [L]. The laft 
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his old acquaintance, and theBifhop of Chichefcer (*), 
came to vifit him ; and, after fome ceremony, the 
Archbifhop, commending his godly life, fell into 
argument with him upon the Scriptures. From 
thence they proceeded to the Catholic and Vifible 
Church ; and in the diftinctions made here, Bradford 
was led to repeat the injuftice of his condemnation ; 
the Laws of the Realm being then on his fide. After 
four hours controverfy upon thefe and other topics, 
in which he had before filenced others, and after 
having reproved their relapfe into Popery, and ob- 
trufion of the fame, to the great difturbance of the 
nation, they were called away ; fo they packed up 
their common-place books, wiflied him good in their 
words, and departed. On the 22d of February 
came early to him the two Spanifh Friars, Alphon- 
fus (f), and King Philip's Confeflbr. Here they 
had a long contention on the Sacrament, all in Latin ; 
and they grew fo hot with him, that they made it a 
loud one at laft, when they found they could not turn 
him out of his guard, nor his temper, but that he 
calmly and clearly repelled all their deceitful and 
beaten pofitions upon Tranfubftantiation, and the 
receipt of the carnal body, which he would no other- 
wife allow of, than to the faith of the worthy. To 
faith, faid Alphonfus, what's that ? Bradford an- 
fwered, As I have no tongue to exprefs it, fo you 
have no ears to hear and underftand it ; for faith fays 
more than man can utter. Yes, replied the other ; 
but I can tell all I believe. You believe not much 
then, returned Bradford ; for if you believe the joys 
of heaven, and believe no more than you can tell, 
you will not much defire to come thither : for as the 
mind is more receptive than the mouth, fo it will 
conceive more than the tongue can exprefs. In fhort, 
he fo confounded them both, that they fometimes 
could only look upon one another, and at others only 
vent themfelves in anger, declaring they came not 
thither to be taught ; fo left him, without bidding 
h ; m farewel. We meet with no farther moleftation 
of him till the 21ft of March, when Dr. Wefton, 
Dean of Weftminfter, came to him, and offered him 
a leflbn, which himfelf had never learnt, of forbear- 
ing to hold any opinions for the fake of vain-glory, 
or fingularity of private judgment; which he re- 
nounced : and, laftly, the Doctor defired him to 
write him down the heads of his faith in Tranfub- 
ftantiation, and fend them to him ; which he did, in 
the Latin tongue ; and the Englifh tranflation is pre- 
ferved by Mr. Fox (66). After many inveigling ar- 
guments ufed by the Doctor to convert him, and, 
Vol. II. 


among others, fome upon the Fears of Death, which 
Bradford faid were to no purpofe, the Doctor having 
drank with him, took his leave, and promifed to re- 
turn. On the 28th of March, Dr. Pendleton came 
to him, with others ; and after Bradford had dag- 
gered him with a defire to know how he came to 
change his faith, he began to turn flefh and blood 
into bread and wine too, but as ineffectually as any 
of the reft had done ; fo he went his ways, and pro- 
mifed to come back ; but it appears not that he did. 
In the afternoon returned Dr. Wefton, to defcant 
upon the paper of heads before mentioned, which 
Bradford had fent him. Before they began to read 
it, the Doctor told him, he had inquired of his con- 
verfation at Cambridge, and frankly acknowledged 
to his face ; becaufe, as he now faid, he favv Brad- 
ford was not given to the glory of this world (though 
he had juft before cautioned him againft vain-glory), 
that h<X had learned his life was fuch always there , 
that all men j even his great eft enemies, could not but 
fraife him ; and therefore he loved him better than 
ever he did : fo they fell to fifting and canvailing 
thofe heads which Bradford had fent him j but the 
Doctor's objections, arguments, and authorities, pro v- • 
ing quite un fa tis factory, Bradford, after an hour's 
difcuflion upon the fame things he had fo often fhewed 
himfelf fettled in, quite weary, rofe up ; and the 
Doctor, after fome promifes how greatly he would 
befriend him, parted very civilly, as before. He 
returned on the 5 th of April ; faid he had fpoken to 
the Queen for him, and that death was not near him : 
but, after fome difference about the vifibility of 
Chrift's Church, he wifhed him well, and departed. 
After this, his keeper, and the Lord Derby's man, 
Stephen Beich, treated him no other wife than as his 
utter enemies. Henceforth we meet with no more of 
thofe Doctors vi fits, and conferences, or altercations, 
upon any of the topics aforefaid ; only a fhort collo- 
quy, that is recorded in Fox, between Mr. Bradford 
and the fervant of a gentlewoman who had been fe- 
verely afflicted, by her own father and mother, for 
forfaking, as it feems, the Mafs ; in which colloquy 
there appears an inftance of Bradford's fortitude 
againft the fears of death, though he apprehended it 
fo near him as the next day. Yet, indeed, from that 
laft conference with Dr. Wefton, it was near three 
months before he was brought to his end. 

[L] Not only in the particulars given by Mr. Fox, 
but in the extracls from one or two Utters only, written 
by and to Mr. Bradford.] Mr. Fox informs us, that 
while Bradford was prifoner in the King's-Bench, he 
7 B obtained 
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mght he lay in the Counter, which was June the 29th, he was much troubled in his 
flfcep with dreams of the iron chain being brought to the prifon-gate which was to bind 

him 


(67) Aa$ and 
Mon. Vol, iii. 


(6$) Ibid. p. 234. 
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(70) Co verd ale's* 
bulled ion, 

P- 454» 


(71) Vol. 
h\< p. 602. 


obtained licence, upon Ins bare promife to return- 
again the fame nighr, to go into London, without 
any keeper, to vifit a fick perfon living near the Still- 
yard ; and that he returned to prifon again before his 
hour, rather than he would give the lead apprehen- 
sion of breaking his word. The fame author alfo 
acquaints us, that while Bradford Was in the faid 
prifon, and Mr, Saunders in the Marfhalfea, they 
met on the back-fide of thofe two prifons, and con- 
ferred together, when they would ; where the place 
was fo unconfined, and there was fuch liberty, that 
he might have efcaped at pleafure : but the Lord, 
fays Mr. Fox, had another work to do for him. 
Moreover, while Bradford lay there, his keeper alfo 
gave him privilege to ride into Oxfordmire, to vifit a 
merchant of his acquaintance ; but he was prevented 
of taking that journey by ficknefs (67), Among 
others whom he ratified there, in the Proteltant faith, 
Bifhop Farrar was one ; who having fo far yielded to 
the delufive perfuafions of the Priefts, as to promife 
that he would receive the Sacrament among them, 
Bradford ufed fuch means with him, that he ever after 
refilled their temptations, and, by refigning his body 
to facrifice, convinced them of his incorruptible 
mind (68). Whether it was in the fame prifon, or 
in the Counter, that author exprefTes not ; but in 
one of them an old friend came to Bradford, and 
aiked, if he Ihould get his liberty, what he would do, 
or whither he would go I Bradford anfvvered as if he 
was indifferent whether he went out or no ; but if he 
did,- Re would marry, and ftill continue in England, 
and ltrll teach the people as he had done, and as the 
times would fuffer him (69). Of the laft letters which 
paired between him and his friends here in the Coun- 
ter, we mall firft tranferibe a few lines out of that in 
which he takes his final farewel of his mother, a week 
before he fufFered, as follows ; * My mofte deare 

* mother ; in the bowels of Chrift, I heartely pray 

* and befech you to be thankful for me unto God, 

* which thus now taketh me unto himfelf. I die not, 

* my good mother, as a theife, a murtherer, an 
4 adulterer, &c. but I die as a witnefs of Chrift hys 

* gofpel and veritye ; which hetherto I have confefTed, 

* I thanke God, as well by preaching, as by prifon- 

* ment ; and now, even prefently, I fhall mofte wil- 

* lingly confyrme the fame by fyre. I knowledge, 

* that God mofte juftlye myght take me hence, fymply 

* for my finnes, whiche are manye, greate, and 

* grevous ; but the Lord, for his mercy in Chrifte, 

* hath pardoned them all, I hope ; but now, deare 

* mother, he taketh me hence, by this deathe, as a 

* confefTour and witnefs that the religion taught by 

* Chrifte Jefu, the Prophetes, and the Apoftles, is 

* God's truth. The Prelates doe perfecute in me, 
' Chrifte, whom they hate ; and his truth, which 
4 they may not abyde, becaufe their workes are evil, 

* and may not abyde the truth and lyght, left men 

* Ihould fee their darknefs. Therefore, my good 

* and moft deare mother, geve thankes for me to God, 

* that hath made the fruit of your wombe to be a 
•* witnefs of hys glory, and attend to the truth, 

g whiche, I thank God for it, I have truly taught 

* out of the pulpit at Manchefter : ufe often and con- 

* tinual prayer to God the Father, through Chrifte ; 

* harkeny as you may, to the Scriptures ; ferve God 

* after hys word, and not after cuftome : beware of 

* the Romyfh Religion in England, defyle not your- 
i felf wyth it ; carry Chrifles crofs as he mail lay it 
1 upon your backe ; forgeve them that kill me ; pray 

* for them, for they know not what they do,' &c. 
So, chargii g her to be mindful of her daughters, and 
do as flie pleafed with the writings he fent her by his 
brother Roger, fcfr. he takes his laft farewel in this 
life ; 1 befeecheng the Almighty and Eternal Father 
4 to grant they may meet in the life to come, where 
1 they fhall give him continual thanks and praife for 

* ever.* Dated the 24th of June, 1 55-5 (70). We 
fhall only here add two or three quotations out of 
another letter, written by Mr. John Careks of Co- 
ventry, now prifoner in the KingVBench ; being an 
anfwer to one Bradford had fent him, full of the moft 
prophetic promifes and confolations ; as that for his 
penitent and believing heart all his offences were 
clearly pardoned, and that he ihould not die (71), 
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or be put to death for his faith ; which indeed he was 
not, though he had long looked and longed for that 
dignity, which the higheit angels in heaven were no: 
preferred to (72), but died in the prifon afore faid, 
about a twelvemonth after Bradford. In return to 
this, Careles has, in his faid laft letter to Bradford, 
among others, thefe words : ' Ever fmce the good 
Mr. Philpot fhevved me your laft letter (my deare 
hart in the Lord), I have continued in great heavy- 
nefs and perplexity; not for any hurt, or difcom- 
modity, that I can perceive coming towards you, 
unto whom, doubtlefs, death is made life, and 
great felicitie ; but for the great lofs that God'* 
Church, here in England, fhall fuftain, by the 
taking away of fo godly, worthy, and neceffary an 
inftrument, as the Lord hath made you to be. Ah i 
that my life, and a thoufand fuch wretched lives 
more, might go foryour's (*). Ah! why doth God 
fuffer me, and fuch other caterpillars, to live,, that 
can do nothing but confume the almes of the 
Church, and take you away, fo worthy a workman 
and labourer in the Lord's vineyard ? But woe be 
to our fins, and great unthankful nefs, which is the 
greateft caufe of the taking away of fuch worthy 
inftruments of God, as mould fet forth his glory, 
and inftrucl: his people. If we had been thankful 
unto God for the good miniftcrs of his word, we 
had not been fo deprived both of it and them.' 
nd a little farther: * But what go I about, to 
mingle your mirth with my mourning, and your 
juft joy with my deferved forrow ? If I loved yon 
indeed, as I have pretended, I mould furely rejoice 
with you moft heartily, and praife God on your 
behalf, from the very bottom of my heart : I mould 
praife God day and night for your excellent elec- 
tion, in and through his great mercy ; and fhould 
give him moft humble thanks for your vocation, by 
his gofpel, and your true knowledge in the fame : I 
fhould earneftly praife him for your fweet j unifica- 
tion, whereof you are moft certain by God's grace 
and fpirit; and fhould inftantly pray unto him for 
your glorification, which fhall fhortly enfue : I 
fhould rejoice, and be glad to fee you fo dignified 
with the crown of martyrdom, and to be appointed 
to that honour, to teftify his truth, and to feal it 
with your blood : I fhould highly extol the Lord, 
who hath given you a glorious victory over all your 
enemies, vifible and invifible ; and hathe given you 
grace and ftrength to finifh the tower that you have 
begun to build : Finally, if I loved you, I fhould 
moft heartily rejoice, and be glad to fee you de- 
livered from this body of fin, and vile prifon of the 
flefh, and brought into that heavenly tabernacle, 
where you fhall be fafely kept, and never offend 
him more. This, and much more, fhould I do, 
if I had a good heart towards God, or you his dear 
child : but, alas ! I am an hypocrite, and do feek 

nothing but my own commodity. Ah ! my dear 

heart, now I muft take my leave of you, and, as I 
think, my ultimum wale, in this life ; but in the life 
to come, I am right well allured, we fhall merrily 
meet together, and that fhortly, I truft. And in 
taking my leave of you, my dear heart in the Lord, 
I fhall defire you faithfully to remember all the 
fweet meflages that the Lord our good God, and 
moft dear loving Father, hath fent you, by me, his 
moft unworthy fervant ; which, as they are moft 
true, fo fhall they be moft truely accomplished upon 
you, eternally; and for the more afliirance and 
certificate thereof to your godly confeience, he hath 
commanded me to repeat the fame unto you again, 
in his own name, and word : Therefore (as he goes 
on, in a more extraordinary ftrain) now give ear, 
and faithful credence. Hearken, O ye heavens, 
and thou earth give car, and bear me witnefs at the 
great day, that I do, here faithfully, and truly, 
the Lord's meffage unto his dear fervant, his angu- 
larly beloved and elett child, John Bradford, 
John Bradford, thou man fo fpecially beloved of 
God! I pronounce and teftify unto thee, in the 
word and name of the Lord Jehovah, that all thy 
fins, what foe ver they be, be they never fo many, 
fo grievous, or fo great, be fully and freely par- 
doned, rcleafed, and forgiven thee, by the mercy 

■ of 
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(*) It has beer* 

obferved, and 
very juft ly, that 
this expreffion 
from an uncon- 
demned man, as 
J. Carelefs was, 
to his friend 
Bradford, was 
truly generous ; 
and that the late 
Lord Balmeri- 
no's wifli, That 
be could pay the 
reckoning, both 
for bimjelf and 
bis noble fellow- 
fufferer, the Earl 
or Kilmarnock, 
was but Jeetrtingfy 
fo : for thefe be- 
irg both con- 
demned, itfpoil- 
ed the compli- 
ment; as he 
could then be at 
no greater ex- 
pence in paying 
for both, than 
he was in paying 
only his own 
reckoning. Via\ 
Scafonable Re- 
flections on the 
Dying Words 
and Deportment 
of Arthur, Lord 
Bal merino, in 
Anfwer to Mr. 
T. Ford's Ac- 
count of the Be. 
haviour of thofe 
Lords, &c. $vo r 
1746, p. II, 
faid to be writ- 
ten by Mr. Jo- 
feph Elderton, 
an Attorney* 


Bradford. 

Him to the flake j alfo of being removed the next day to Newgate, and burnt in Smith- 
field the morning after ; all which exactly came to pate. He quitted his unquiet bcu 
about three o'clock in the morning, and,, by his old exercife of reading and prayer, 
foon recovered that compofure of mind which continued to the laft. When the keep- 
er's wife, almoft befide herfelf, brought him intelligence the next day, that the chain 
was buying, and that he muft die on the morrow, he pulled off his cap, and, lifting 
lip his eyes to Heaven, laid, / thank God for //, I have looked for it a long time ; therefore 
it comes not fuddenly y but as a thin% waited for every day and hour \ the Lord make me worthy 
of it. When he fhifted himfelf into the fhirt he was to die in, he made fuch applica- 
tions of it to the Wedding-Garment , as raifed the admiration of all who were about him. 
When he went out of the prifon, he diftributed his money to every fervant and officer 
of the houfe, and all the prifoners took their leave of him with weeping eyes : fo; 
about midnight, he was carried to Newgate, attended by a vaft multitude of people, 
who, becaufe they had heard he was to fuffer by break of day, that the fewer fpeclators 
might be witnefles of his death, they either flayed in Smithfield all night, or returned 
in greater numbers thither by four o'clock the next morning, which was the firft of 
July, 1555; but Bradford was not brought thither till nine o'clock, and then came 
under a Itronger guard of halberdeers than was ever known on the like occafion. As he 
came out of Newgate, he gave his velvet cap and his handkerchief to an old friend, 
with whom he had a little private talk. But his brother-in-law, Roger Befwick, for 
only taking leave of him, had his head broke, till the blood ran down his flioulders, 
by the Sheriff Woodrofe (*). When he came to Smithfield, and in his company a 
Yorkfhire youth, who was an apprentice in London, named John Lyefe, and to be 
burnt at the fame flake with him, for maintaining the like faith in the Sacrament, and 
denying that Priefts had any authority to exaft auricular confeflion, Bradford went 
boldly up to the flake, laid him down flat on his face on one fide of it, and the faid 
young man, John Lyefe (f ), in like manner, went and laid himfelf on the other ; 
of°tis h n me" as w ' iere ^ad not prayed to themfelves above the fpace of a minute, before the faid 
it w LreTc." Sheriff bid Bradford arife, and make an end; for the prefs of the people was very 
mI^Tm* § reat L^]- When they were on their feet, Bradford took up a faggot and killed it, 

and 
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(f) Fox, or his 
Printers, call 
him Leaf\ but 
we perceive not 
any authority 
they had to vary 


ftored 
firft Life 
Bradford, before 
his Examina- 
tions, &c. as 
before quotedi 


Cjl) Covcrdale's 
Letters of the 
Martyrs, p. 6 2 8, 
and Fox, Vol, 
xii. as before. 


< of God, in Jefus Chrift, thine only Lord and fweet 

* Saviour, in whom thou doll undoubtedly believe. 

* Chrilt hath cleanfed thee with his blood, and 

* cloathed thee with his righteoufnefs, and hath made 

* thee, in the fight of God, his Father, without fpot, 

* or wrinkle : So that, when the fire doth his ap- 

* pointed office, thou fhall be received, as a fweet 
'burnt-facrifice, into heaven ; where thou malt joy- 

c fully remain in God's prefence for ever, as the true 

* inheritor of his everlafting kingdom ; unto which 

* thou waft undoubtedly predeftinate and ordained, 

* by the Lord's infallible purpofe and decree, before 

* the foundation of the world was laid. And that 

* this is molt true that I have faid, I call the whole 

* Trinity, the Almighty and eternal Majefly of God 
? the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghoil, to my 
c record at this prefent ; whom I humbly befeech to 

* confirm and eftablifh in thee, the true and lively 

* feeling of the fame ; Amen. Selab (73)-' 

[AfJ For the prefs of the people was 'very great.] 
Among the numerous throng of people who were 
fpeclators at his execution, there was that memorable 


fully defcended from her, three hundred fixty and 
feven children ; that is, fix teen of her own body, 
one hundred and fourteen grandchildren, two hun- 
dred and twenty-eight of the third generation, and 
nine of the fourth. She lived a mod pious life, and 
in a ChriiKan manner died at Markefliall in EfTex, 
the eleventh of May, 1620, in the ninety- third year 
of her age, and the forty-fourth year of her widow- 
hood (76). It mould feem, that, before Mr. Brad- 
ford died, me had con ful ted him for fa tis faction, in 
the doubts and defpondency before mentioned, in 
like manner as, after his death, fhe advifed with 
Mr. Fox ; there being fome letters of Bradford's 
writing, to a gentlewoman under the like perturba- 
tion of mind, extant among his others ; but becaufe 
her name is not mentioned, we mail forbear to make 
any tranferipts from them ; and alfo becaufe fome 
readers may think this article of Bradford already 
copious enough ; efpecially thofe who may not know, 
that what Mr. Fox has thought worthy of preferving 
concerning him, is not comprehended in lefs than 
feventeen meets of paper. Throughout the fame, in 


gentlewoman, Mrs. Mary Waters, the daughter of what he has copied from preceding authors, we muft 


(74.) Fuller's 
Worthies in 
Kent, 


(75) Idem. 


Robert Waters, of Lenham in Kent, Efq; and wife 
of Robert Honeywood, Efq; of Charing, in the fame 
county. This lady, in the days of Queen Mary, was 
wont to vifit the prifons, and relieve the confefibrs 
there. Now, when Mr. Bradford was at the ftake, 
flie being deftrous of getting near it, that fhe might 
diftin&ly hear him, and fee the end of his fufferings, 
was fo crowded and pre (Ted by the multitude, that her 
fhoes were trodden off, and Ihe forced to go barefoot 
from Smithfield to St. Martins, before fhe could fur- 
nifti herfelf with a new pair for her money (74). 
This is the lady, whofe mind being perplexed with 
fome religious doubts of falvation, many minifters 
repaired to her; and, among the reft, Mr. John Fox, 
the Martyrologift ; and though Ihe could not have 
chofen an abler inftrument to reconcile her afflifted 
mind, al! his arguments proved ineffectual ; info- 
much, that, in the agony of her foul, fhe threw a 
Venice-glafs, which Ihe had in her hand, with great 
vehemence to the ground, and burft forth, at the 
fame time, into this expreflion : * I am as furely 
* damned as this glafs is broken ;' but it rebounded 
from the ground, and was taken up whole (75). 
This alfo is that Dame Honeywood, who, by her 
only hufband aforeiaid, left alive at her deceafe, law- 


do him the juftice to fay, that he has, as far as we 
have had occafion to trace and collate them, approved 
himfelf a faithful hiftorian. And though the fufferers 
under Popilh governments were not all to be admitted 
ftriclly as martyrs, nor were meant by him as fuch, 
who may appear in his calendar ; though he might 
be miftaken in fome recent examples, by the hafte of 
delineating truth, in her unfettled flight, upon the 
wings of report, and before her perfect: form, fea- 
tures, and proportions, were fixed and confirmed in 
the writings of other men ; though he might be mis- 
informed in feveral parts of his intelligence (and 
purpofely, it is prefumed, in fome, by his adver- 
faries, to pave the way for a detection of thofe parts, 
and difcredit the whole), which miftnformations he yet 
afterwards corrected, in as much as came to his know- 
ledge ; inconveniences that muft attend the com- 
piler of fb large a body of modern hiftory as his chiefly 
is ; no man being likely to receive, from various 
hands, fuch a multitude of matters of fact, as are all 
perfect truth, and digeft and difplay them as per- 
fectly without error : yet of what weight are thefe 
objections, or more of the like, which Stapleton, or 
Parfons, or any other jefuit, can offer, in contempt 
of the Foxian martyrs, to overthrow fuch a folid arid 

immoveable 


(*) The con. 
ftruclion which 
was made of the 
dre2d/ul difeafes 
which buried 
this cruel Sheriff 
in his bed eight 
years before he 
died, may be read 
in Fox and Ful- 
ler, in the Life 
of Mr. Bradford, 
p. 188, ©V. 


(76) So the in- 
fcription on her 
monument in 
Marke/hall 
church. 
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and did the like to the ftake. When he pulled off his cloaths, he defired they might 
be given to his fervant ; which was granted. Then, at the ftake, holding up his hands 
and his face to Heaven, he faid aloud, O England, England, repent thee of thy fins ! 
Beware of idolatry, beware of antichrifts, left they deceive you. Here the Sheriff ordered 
his hands to be tied ; and one of the fire-rakers told him, if he had no better learning 
than that, he had belt hold his peace. Then Bradford forgiving, and afking forgive- 
nefs of, all the world, turned his head about, comforted the (tripling at the fame ftake 
behind him, and embracing the flaming reeds that were near him, was heard among 
his laft words to fay, Strait is the way, and narrow is the gate, &c. Thus he left the 
drofs of his body among the afhes upon the earth, while his foul, by that fearching re- 
paration, the purer afcended to Heaven \ and thus, by his death, he confirmed moft 
effectually the truth of that doctrine which he had fo powerfully preached in his life. 

immoveable fabric .? It is compiled of fo many unde- impoflures. But as his 43s and Monuments have long 

niable evidences of Popifh barbarity, of which this been, they will (till remain, fubftantial Pillars of the 

Mr. Bradford is one not the leaft confpicuous, that, Froteftant Church ; of more force than many more 

allowing all Mr. Fox's own real, but involuntary, volumes of bare arguments, to withfland the tide of 

miftakes, they can never difcountenance his work, Popery ; and, like a Pharos, mould be lighted up in 

till the flaves and fcavengers of Rome have purged every age, to warn our unwary countrymen from the 

their own legendary and lying martyrologies of their deceitful and deitructive Rocks therein. O. 
wilful, their ftudied, yet ftupid and moll: deteftable, 

%* [BRADLEY (James), a very learned and able aftronomer, was the third 
fon of William and Jane Bradley, of Shireborn, in the county of Gloucefter, where he 
(a) Supplement was born in the year 1692 (a). He was inftru&ed in grammar-learning at a boarding- 
Gen h Bmg W D^ fchool at North Leach in that county, from whence he was fent to the univerfity of 
%vo> P . 54. Oxford, and admitted a Commoner of Baliol-college on the 1 5th of March, 1710-11 (£). (*>) idm. m. 
He took the degree of Bachelor of Arts on the 14th of October, 17 14; and that of 
Mafter on the 21ft of January, 17 16-17 (c). On the 24th of May, 1719, he was (O idm, ibid 4 
ordained a Deacon, by the Bifhop of London, in St. Paul's cathedral ; and was admit- 
ted to Prieft's orders, by the Bifhop of Hereford, on the 25th of July, 17 19 (d). He ( d J Um > ih ' :J - 
became chaplain to that prelate, who had a great efteem for him, and bellowed on him 
the vicarage of Bridftow in Herefordfhire (e), to which he was inftituted on the 27th ft{£Voi!T«v! 
Cf) Supplement 0 f the fame month (f). The Hon. Mr. Molyneux, then Secretary to the Prince of p. 361. 
c^B^a. Wales > afterwards King George II., foon after procured him the reftory or finecure of vl^fXl 
ut/upra. Landewy Welfry, in the county of Pembroke, and diocefe of St. David's, to which he Supplement to ' 
( g ) ii**>m. was indudled on the 30th of April, 171 9/^. the Sopphif 

Thefe were the only preferments which Mr. Bradley ever enjoyed in the church; Britannica > arr - 
though it is probable, that, from the connexions which he had formed in early life, he Tou "z> noU ^' 
might have arifen to fome eminence in it, if his inclinations had not led him to prefer 
other ftudies to thofe of divinity. His favourite puriuit was aftronomy, and it was 
this propenfity which reems to have firft brought him acquainted with Mr. Molyneux, 
who was much attached to the rame fcience. Mr. Bradley was alfo encouraged in his 
mathematical ftudies by his uncle, Dr. James Pound, who then refided at his living or 
Wanftead in EflTex, where our aftronomer was for fome time curate (/?). With this W. Anmia i 
gentleman, who was well known in the learned world, being eminent as a divine, a centkman^ 
phyfician, and a mathematician [/f ], Mr„ Bradley fpent all the time that he could Ma e azine > * 
fpare from the duties of his function (*). It appears, that at this period of his life he firft .[*' 
began to make fuch aftronomical observations at Wanftead, as led to thofe important io\^lTll\ 
difcoveries which afterwards diftinguifhed him as one of the preateft aftronomers of his Gcn - Bi °g- Di ^ 

Annual Re- age Biog. Br t. firft 

gifter, ut jupra. 0n the death Q f Dr# Keil> Mr. Bradley was chofen Savilian Profeflbr of Aftronomy ^$1™* 

(i) Supplement at Oxford. His appointment bears date the 31ft of October, 1721 (I). This promo- " 

cen h .BSrDift? tion bein S perfettly agreeable to his tafte, he refigned the living of Bridftow, and alfo 

ut supra. rhe finecure of Landewy Welfry ; and henceforward he devoted his time and attention 

[4] Being eminent as a divine, a phyfician, and a ' eaft from the mouth of the river Cambodia. The 

mathematician.] We are informed, that it, was in the ' largelt, which is the only one of thefe iflands that 

two former capacities Dr. Pound went to the Eaft * is inhabited, is between four and five leagues lone, 

Indies, in the fervice of that company. It is added, * and three broad in the wideft part. The next in 

that he * was one of the chief of thofe who had the 4 fize is about three miles long, and half a mile over 

* good fortune to efcape from the maflacre of the * and with the other forms a commodious harbour! 

* factory, on the ifland of Pulo Condore, in Cochin € The Englilh fettled on the lar^efl of thefe iflands 
4 China. An account of this fhocking fcene remains * in 1702 ; but having bargained with fome Macaf- 

* amongft Dr. Bradley's papers, written by Dr. * fers, natives of the ifland of Celebes, to ferve for 

* Pound, together with a journal kept by him on * foldiers, and help to build the fort, and not dif- 

* board the Rofe (loop, till, after many difficulties * charging them at three years end, according to the> 

* and diftrefles, they arrived at Batavia the 18th of f contract, but threatening them for lettino- two flaves 

* April, 1705. The public fufFered muc^ in this f efcape out of their cuftody, they rofe in* the nigh 

c cataftrophe, by the lofs of Dr. Pound's papers, and * and murdered every Englilhman they found in his 

* other valuable curiofities, collected by him, which < bed, then fet fire to the fort, in which nineteen 

* all perifhed in the conflagration ; as he had no 1 Engtifhmen had been flain, among whom was 
(r) Supplement < time to fave any thing but his own life (i).' * Mr. Lloyd the governor. Eleven, or twelve made 
Gen Bb CV Dia d Jt a PP ears * that c there are ^veral iflands that He € their efcape in a floop to Malacca ; and of fixtcen 

en. iog. * off thecoaft of Cambodia, and among thefe are * who ftaid behind, with the hopes of faving the (2) Fcnnmr an* 

c thofe of Pulo Condore, or the iflands of Condore, c money in the fort, all were murdered by the Collier's Syftem 

' which are fituated in eight degrees forty minutes ' Cochin-Chinefe, except one or two who were taken of Ceo 6 ra phy» 

« north latitude, and are twenty leagues fouth-by- * prifoners, and afterwards fufFered to efcape (2).* Yo \ % u P- l SS» 

5 almoft l56 * 4,hed,t ' 

v.- • -\ .;' ■ • • m 


(m) Thefe ob- 
fervations were 
publiflied in the 
Philofophical 
Tranfa&ions, 
No. 382. Vid. 
the Abridgment, 
Vol. vi. Part i. 
p. 259. 

(n) Ahridg-^ 
ment, Vol. vi. 
Part i. p. 412, 


• Phil. Tranf. 
Abridgment, 


Vol. vi. p. 168. 


BRADLEY. 

almoft entirely to aftronomy. In 1724, he communicated to the Royal Society fome 
oblervations made by him at Wknftead upon a comet feen towards the clofe of the 
preceding year (m) ; and, in 1726, lbme curious aftronomical obfervations having 
been tranfmitted to that fociety from Lifbon, among which were feveral eclipfes of the 
fir ft fatellite of Jupiter, Mr. Bradley examined whether he had made any at Wanftead 
which tallied with them : and he communicated a paper on this fubjett to the Royal 
Society, of which he was now become a member; and his oblervations were publiflied 
in the Philofophical Tranfaftions, N° 394 («). 

In 1728, he publifhed his Theory of the Aberration of the Fixed Stars (0) [5], 
which is acknowledged to be one of the moft ufeful and ingenious difcoveries in modern 

aftronomy. 
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[i?] His theory of the aberration of the fixed ftars, 
&c] In the courie of the obfervations which led to 
this difcovery, Dr. Bradley produced a remarkable 
confirmation of the hypothecs of Monf. Roemer, 
concerning the fucceflive propagation of light, and 
likewife a proof that the velocity of light is the fame 
after reflexion as after its fir ft emifiion. And, there- 
fore, the ingenious Dr. Prieftley, in his very valuable 

* Hi (lory and pre fen t State of Difcoveries relating to 
€ Vifion , Light, and Colours,' hath given the fol- 
lowing particular account of Dr. Bradley's obferva- 
tions and inquiries, with a particular reference to the 
doctrine of light : * Dr. Bradley, Aftronomer-Royal, 

* and his friend Mr. Molyneux, thinking to verify 

* fome obfervations of Dr. Hooke, concerning the 

* parallax of the fixed ftars, obferved the Har y Dra- 

* conisy at Kew, on the 20th of December, 1725, 

* and found that it appeared more foutherly than it 

* had done at the beginning of the fame month, and 

* the month preceding. This furprifed them, and 

* the more fo, as it was the contrary way from what 

* it would have been, had it proceeded from an an- 

* nual parallax. But being pretty well fatisfied that 

* it could not be entirely owing to the want of ex- 

* a&nefs in the obfervations, and having no notion 

* of any thing elfe that could caufe fuch an apparent 

* motion as this in the ftar, they began to think that 

* fome change in the materials, c5r. of the inftru- 
' ment itfelf might have occafioned it. In this per- 

* fuafion they remained fome time ; but being at 

* length fully convinced, by feveral trials, of the 

* great exa&nefs of the inflrument ; and finding, by 

* the gradual increafe of the distance of the ftar from 

* the pole, that there muft be fome regular caufe that 

* produced it, they took care to examine nicely, at 

* the time of each obfervation, how much it was * j 

* and, after feveral obfervations for that purpofe, 

* the firft hypothecs that occurred to them was, that it 

* was occasioned by the nutation of the earth's axis ; 

* but this was foon found to be infufficient. They 
( alfo found that it did not depend upon any variety 
c of the feafons of the year, meaning probably the 

* variation of the ftate of the aimofphere ; and com- 

* paring their obfervations upon two liars together, 

* it appeared that the apparent differences of decli- 

* nation from the maxima were always nearly propor- 

* tional to the verfed fine of the fun's diftance from 

* the equinoctial points. This was an inducement to 

* think, that the caufe, whatever it was, had fome 
' relation to the fituation of the fun with refpeci to 

* thofe points. But not being able to frame any hy- 

* pothefis, at that time, fufficient to folve all the 

* phamomena, and being very defirous to fearch a 

* little farther into this matter, Dr. Bradley began 
< to think of erecting an inflrument for himfelf at 

* Wanfted ; that, having it always at hand, he 

* might, with the more eafe and certainty, inquire 

* into the laws of this new motion. 

* He had not been long in obferving, before he 

* perceived that the notion he had before entertained, 

* of the liars being farthefl north and fouth when the 

* fun was about the equinoxes, was only true of thofe 

* that were near the folflitial colure ; and after he 

* had continued his obfervations a few months, he 
f difcovered what he then apprehended to be a gene- 

* ral law, obferved by all the ftars, 'viz. that each 

* of them became ftationary, or was farther! north 
c or fouth when they paffed over his zenith, at fix of 

* the clock, either in the morning or the evening. 

* He perceived, likewife, that whatever fituation the 
€ flars were in, with refpeft to the cardinal points of 

* the ecliptic, the apparent motion of every one 

* tended the fame way, when they palled his inftru- 

* ment about the fame hour of the day or night ; for 

* they all moved fouth ward while they pa/Ted in the 
Vol. II. 


day, and northward in the night ; fo that each was 
fartheft north when it came about fix of the clock 
in the evening, and fartheil fouth when it came 
about fix in the morning. 

t Examining the matter more particularly, he found 
that the greater! alteration of declination in thefe 
ftars was as the fine of the latitude of each refpec- 
tively. This made him fufpect that there might 
be the like proportion between the maxima of other 
ftars ; but finding that the obfervations of fome of 
them would not perfectly correfpond with fuch an 
hypothefis, and not knowing whether the fmall 
difference he met with might not be owing to the 
uncertainty and error of the obfervations, he de- 
ferred the farther examination into the truth of this 
hypothefis, till he mould be furnimed with a feries 
of obfervations, made in all parts of the year; 
which might enable him not only to determine 
what errors the obfervations were liable to, or how 
far they might be fafely depended upon, but alfo 
to judge whether there had been any fenfible 
change in the parts of the inflrument itfelf. 

c Upon thefe confiderations, he laid afide all 
thoughts at that time about the caufe of the fore- 
mentioned phacnomena ; hoping that he mould the 
more eafily difcover it, when he was better pro- 
vided with proper means to determine more pre- 
cifely what they were. 

* When the year was completed, he began to exa- 
mine and compare his obfervations ; and having 
pretty well fatisfied himfelf as to the general laws 
of the phenomena, he endeavoured to find out the 
caufe of them. He was already convinced, that 
the apparent motion of the ftars was not owing to 
a nutation of the earth's axis. The next thing that 
offered itfelf was an alteration in the direction of 
the plumb-line with which the inflrument was con- 
flantly rectified ; but this, upon trial, proved in- 
fufficient. Then he confidered what refraction 
might do; but here alfo nothing fatisfadtory oc- 
curred. At lafl he conjectured, that all the phe- 
nomena hitherto mentioned proceeded from the 
progreffive motion of light, and the earth's annual 
motion in its orbit : for he perceived, that if light 
was propagated in time, the apparent place of a 
fixed object would not be the fame when the eye is 
at reft, as when it is moving in any other direction 
than that of the line palling through the eye and 
the object ; and that when the eye is moving in 
different directions, the apparent place of the ob- 
ject would be different. 

( He confidered this matter in the following man- 
ner : He imagined CA to be a ray of light falling 
perpendicularly upon the 
line BD ; that, if the eye is 
at reft at A, the object 
muft appear in the direc- 
tion AC, whether light be 
propagated in time or in an 
inftant. But if the eye is 
moving from B towards A, 
and light is propagated in 
time, with a velocity that 
is to the velocity of the eye 
as CA to BA, then light, 
moving from C to A, 
whilft the eye moves from 
B to A, that particle of it 
by which the object will be 
difcerned when the eye 
comes to A, is at C when 
the eye is at B. Joining 
the points B, C, he fup- 
pofed the line CB to be a tube, inclined to the line 
BD in the angle DBC, of fuch a diameter as to 
7 C * admit 



(0) Philofophi- 
cal Tr an factions, 
No. 406. 
Abridgment, 
Vol. vi. Part i. 
p. 149. 
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aftronomy. It was received with great applaufe by the learned world, and defervedly 
procured Mr. Bradley a great reputation. Some of the experiments which led to this 

difcovery 


c admit but one particle of light. Then it was eafy 

* to conceive, that the particle of light at C, by 

* which the object mult be feen, when the eye, as it 
r moves along, arrives at A, would pafs through the 
1 tube BC, if it is inclined to BD in the angle DBC, 
' and accompanies the eye in its motion from B to 
c A ; and that it could not come to the eye placed 
r behind fuch a tube, if it had any other inclination 
f to the line BD. If, inftead of fuppofxng CB fo 
' fmall a tube, we imagine it to be the axis of a 
t larger; then, for the fame reafon, the particle of 
{ light at C would not pafs through that axis, unlefs 
( it is inclined to BD in the angle CBD. In like 
r manner, if the eye moved the contrary way, from 
r D towards A, with the fame velocity, then the 
5 tube muft be inclined in the angle BDC. Al- 

c though, therefore, the true or real place of an ob- 
1 ject is perpendicular to the line in which the eye is 
! moving, yet the <vijible place will not be fo, fince 
; that, no doubt, mull be in the direction of the 
: tube ; but the difference between the true and ap- 
: parent place will be, ceteris paribus, greater or 
j lefs, according to the different proportion between 
' the velocity of light and that of the eye. So that 
' if we could fuppele that light was propagated in an 
: inftant, then there would be no difference between 
; the real and vifible place of an object, although 
; the eye were in motion : for, in that cafe, AC 
being infinite with refpect to AB, the angle ACB, 
the difference between the true and vifible place, 
vanifhes. But if light be propagated in time, it is 
evident, from the foregoing confiderations, that 
: there will be always a difference between the real 

* and vifible place of an object, unlefs the eye is 
r moving either directly towards or from the object. 
: And in all cafes the fine of the difference between 

the real and vifible place of the object will be to 
the fine of the vifible inclination of the object to 
the line in which the eye is moving, as the velocity 
of the eye is to the velocity of light. 
€ He then mews, that if the earth revolve round 
the fun annually, and the velocity of light be to 
the velocity of the earth's motion in its orbit, as 
one thoufand to one, that a ftar really placed in 
the very pole of the ecliptic would, to an eye car- 
ried along with the earth, feem to change its place 
continually ; and neglecting the fmall difference on 
the account of the earth's diurnal revolution on its 
axis, would feem to defcribe a circle round that 
pole every way diftant from it 3' { ; fo that its lon- 
gitude would be varied through ail the points of 
the ecliptic e*cry year, but its latitude would al- 
ways remain the fame. Its right afcenfion would 
alfo change ; and its declination, according to the 
different fuuation of the fun with refpect to the 
equinoctial points, and its apparent cliitance from 
the north pole of the equator, would be 7' lefs at 
the autumnal than at the vernal equinox. 
* The greateft alteration of the place of a ftar in 
the pole of the ecliptic, or which, in effect., amounts 
to the fame thing, the proportion between the ve- 
locity of light and the earth's motion in its orbit 
being known, it will not be difficult, he obferves, 
to find what would be the difference, upon this ac- 
count, between the true and apparent place of any 
other ftar at any time ; and, 011 the contrary, the 
different between the true and apparent place being 
given, the proportion between the velocity of light 
and the earth's motion in its orbit may be found. 
' Now, fince the apparent declination of y Dra- 
conis, on account of the fucceflive propagation of 
light, would be to the diameter of the little circle 
which a liar would feem to defcribe about the pole 
of the ecliptic as 39" to 40 \ 4; the half of this is 
the angle ACB. This, therefore, being 20", 2, 
AC will be to AB, that is, the velocity of light 
will be to the velocity of the eye (which in this cafe 
may be fuppofed the fame as the velocity of the 
earth's annual motion in its orbit) as 10210 to 1 ; 
from whence it will follow that light moves, as far 
as from the fun to the earth in 8' 12". This, Dr. 
Bradley obferves, is very probably the truth, be- 
caufe it is a medium between 7 and u , which were 
the times which it had before been fuppofed to 
take up, according to different obfervations of the 


' eclipfes of Jupiter's fatellites. Comparing his ob- 
f fervations on other ftars, he afterwards concluded, 

* that light is propagated from the fun to the earth 

* in 8 13", and the near agreement of his obferva- 

* tions induced him to think that this fuppofition 
€ could not differ fo much as a fecond of a degree 

* from the truth ; fo that the time which light fpends 

* in paffing from the fun to us may be determined by 
c thefe obfervations within 5" or io , which is fuch 
' a degree of exactnefs as we can never hope to attain 
? from the eclipfes of Jupiter's fatellites. 

' Thefe different methods thus agreeing in the re- 
' fult, he thought he might reafonably conclude, not 
1 only that thefe phaenomena are owing to the caufes 
' to which "he had afcribed them, but alfo that* in 
' the fame medium, light is propagated with the 
' fame velocity after it has been reflected as before. 

* For this will be the confequence, if it be allowed 
f that the light of the fun is propagated with the 
' fame velocity before it is reflected as the light of the 
' fixed ftars ; which will hardly be queftioned, if it 
{ can be made to appear that the velocity of the light 

* of all the fixed liars is equal, and that their light 
< moves through equal fpaces in equai times, at all 

* diftances from them ; and both thefe he thought 
' were fufliciently proved from the apparent altera- 

* tion of the declination of ftars of different luftre ; 
1 for that is not fenfibly different in fuch ftars as feem 
' near together, though they appear of very different 

* magnitudes. Whatever their fituations were, he 
c found, that, according to the foregoing hypothefis, 
' the velocity of light from ftars of the fifth or fixth 

■ magnitude was the fam,e as from thofe of the fe- 

* condor third, which, in all probability, are placed 

* at very different diftances from us (*).' 

Of Dr. Bradley's theory of the aberration of the 
fixed ftars, the following account and illuftration have 
alfo been given : « It had been long obferved, that 
' the pofi tions of the fixed ftars were fubject to fome 
c variations, which in no fort correfponded with the 
' apparent motion of a degree in feventy-two years, 

* which gives the preceffion of the equinoxes. The 
f late Abbe Picard had remarked thefe variations in 

* the pole ftar in 1671, but he did not attempt either 
c to reduce them to any fettled rule, or to account 

* for them. Dr. Bradley not only verified Picard's 

* obfervations, but difcovered many other variations 
' which had never before been thought of : he found 

* that fome ftars appeared to have, in the fpace of 

* about a year, a variation of longitude backward- 
' and forward, but without any variation of latitude; 
e that others varied in latitude, but not in longitude; 

* and others, by far the greater number, appeared to 
1 defcribe, in the fpace of a year, a fmall ellipfis of 
' different degrees of elongation. 

1 The period of a year, in which all thefe motions, 

* fo different from each other, were performed, 
' feemed to prove, that they had a connection with 
' the revolution of the earth in its orbit ; but the 
1 difficulty was, to difcover in what manner the ftars 
f were apparently influenced by that revolution. 

■ This was attempted for fome time by Mr. Bradley, 
' but without fuccefs : at laft, however, his fagacity 
' and his diligence furmounted all difficulties, and he 
4 found the caufc of thefe feeiningly capricious ap- 
1 pearances in the fucceflive motion of light co- 
' operating with the motion of the earth round the 
1 fun. 

4 Light had long been fuppofed to move with a 
c velocity phyfically infinite ; but the late Mr. Roe- 
' mer, of the Royal Academy of Paris, difcovered 
1 the contrary, and even afligncd the time in which 
' it moved through a fpace of fixty-fix millions of 
f leagues, the fuppofed diameter of the annual orbit: 
r he had obferved, that the emerfions of the firft fa- 
f tellite of Jupiter were delayed in proportion as 
Jupiter was diftant from the oppofition ; and that, 
in thofe eclipfes which happened neareft to the 
conjunction, this delay amounted to eleven mi- 
nutes : he concluded, therefore, that this fpace of 
f eleven minutes waa no more than the time which 
E the ray of the fatellite that firft iflued from the fha- 
r dow took to pafs the diftancc between the two po- 
rtions of the earth, that neareft the oppofition, and 
that neareft.the conjunction : it followed, therefore, 
4 1 that 
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difcovery were performed by out aftronomer, in conjunction with his friend Mr. Mo- 
lyneux (p). Mr. Bradley's merit now became fo confpicuous, as to recommend him 
to the notice and friendfhip of the Earl of Macclesfield, Sir Ifaac Newton, and other 
eminent mathematicians, aftronomers, and patrons of fcience. Dr. Halley, who was 
his colleague in the Savilian profefforfhip, had alfo a great efteem and regard for 

him (y). (q) Supplement 

In 1730, he was appointed Ledture-reader of Aftronomy and Experimental Philofophy Gen.Biog W Dia. 
in the univerfity of Oxford. He held this office till within a year or two of his death ; p- s$> s 6 - 
and difcharged the duties of it in a manner equally honourable to himfelf, and bene- 
ficial to the univerfity (r). In 1737 were publifhed, in the Philofophical Tranfattions, (r) id. ibid* 
N° 446, fome obfervations made by Mr. Bradley upon the comet that appeared in 
January, February, and March, that year (j). At the deceafe of Dr. Edmund Hal- 
ley [C], he was made Regius Profeffor of Aftronomy at Greenwich ; the appointment 
to which is dated the 3d of February, 1741-2 (/). Upon this promotion he was ho- 
noured with the degree of Dotftor in Divinity, by diploma from the univerfity of 
Oxford, dated in convocation the 22d of the lame month (?/). In 1744, he mar- 
ried Mrs. Sufannah Peach, daughter of Samuel Peach, Efq; of Chalford, in Glou - 
cefterfhire ; by whom he had one daughter, who furvived him (w). 


(3) This alTer- 
tion mud be un- 
derftood with 
fome limitation. 
M. Roemer did 
not live to fee 
his theory uni- 
vcrfally acknow- 
ledged, but many 
aftronomers in 
his own time 
were brought to 
adopt it. Dr. 
Prieflley, after 
obferving that 
the oppofition 
made to this the- 
ory was ineffec- 
tual, fays, ' M. 

* Roemer had 

* already brought 

* the greateft 

* part of aftrono- 

* mersto his opi. 
*ni<n; and 

* later and more 

* accurate obfer- 
' vations have 

* ihewed it to be 
1 perfectly agree- 

* able to all ce- 

* leftial appear- 

* ances.* Hifl, 
of Difcoveries 
relating to Vi- 
fion, Light, &c, 
p. 140. 


that the velocity of light was not only finite, but 
meafureable. 

* But however natural this theory might be, and 
however well it might be fupported, it was then 
thought too bold, and poor Roemer did not live to 
fee it adopted (3). It has, however, been fince 
univerfally agreed, that the motion of light is fuc- 
ceftive ; and upon this fucceflive motion of light 
Mr. Bradley built his explanation of the irregular 
variations which he had obferved in the ftar^, and 
which he called their aberration. His theory was 
this : 

* Let us fuppofe a feries of very fmall particles, 
united into a thread, to fall in a direction perpen- 
dicular to the horizon ; and let feveral of thefe 
threads or particles fall at the fame time, in the 
fame direction, fo as to be parallel to each other, 
in the fame manner as drops of rain in a dead calm. 
Let us then fuppofe a tube to be placed in this rain, 
in a vertical pofition, and it is manifeft that the 
drop of water which enters the aperture at the up- 
per end of it, will iflue at the aperture below, with- 
out touching the' in fide of the tube. 

* But if the tube be moved parallel to itfelf, 
though dill kept in a pofition parallel to the direc- 
tion of the water, it is clear, that this motion of 
the tube will caufe the drop that enters it to touch 
one of its fides, before it gets to the bottom ; and 
that this contact will happen fooner, in proportion 
as the motion of the drops is flow, compared with 
the motion of the tube ; and it is eafy to demon- 
ftrate, that if the motion of the tube and that of 
the rain are equal, the drop which falls in the cen- 
ter of the upper aperture of the tube, will come in 
contact: with the in fide of the tube, when it has 
pafled down the tube the diftance of half its dia- 
meter ; and, confequently, that the line of its di- 
rection will make an angle of five-and-forty degrees 
with the axis of the tube. It follows, therefore, 
that, to prevent the drops of water from touching 
the infide of the tube, notwithstanding its motion, 
the tube mull be inclined in an angle of five-and- 
forty degrees, on the fide towards which it moves ; 
and that, if this inclination mould be fucceflively 
made round the circumference of a circle, the tube 
would defcribe round the vertical line, drawn from 
the center of its bafe, a curve, the angle of which 
would be ninety degrees. 

* But what has been faid with refpecl to an incli- 
nation of the tube necefTary to make the drop pafs 
through it, notwithftanding its motion, without 
touching the infide of it, abfolutely depends upon 
the proportion between the motion of the tube, and 
the motion of the drop ; and in proportion as the 
motion of the drop is greater than that of the tube, 
the lefs the tube mult be inclined : fo that, if the 
motion of the drop be fuppofed to be infinite, no 
inclination at all of the tube would be necefTary ; 
for the drop would reach the bottom of the tube 
as foon as it reached the top, and the fpace through 


which the tube could have advanced, during that 
trajection, would be infinitely fmall. 

' In order to apply this theory to the aberration of 
the fixed ftars, we muft fubftitute for the drops of 
water, uniting into a thread, the rays of light that 
come from thofe ftars ; and for the tube, which we 
have fuppofed to be firft at reft, and then in mo- 
tion, that of the teleicope ufed to determine the 
pofition of the ftars, which is carried round with 
the earth, in its revolution about the fun ; and we 
muft fuppofe, that the velocity of the ray of light, 
having a finite relation to the velocity of the earth's 
motion, the tube ought to change its inclination, 
in proportion as that motion changes its direction ; 
whence it follows, that each ftar muft have a feries 
of different pofitions ; or, which is the fame thing, 
an apparent motion in the heavens, which caufes it 
to delcribe, in the fpace of a year, ellipfes more or 
lefs elongated according to its pofition.' 

* M. Clairaut, of the Academy of Sciences at 
Paris, afterwards made this difcovery the fubjeel of 
a Memoir, which he printed in 1737. ^ n tn ^ s 
Memoir, he examines the principles on which the 
theory of the aberration is founded, and gives the 
necefTary rules for putting; it in practice. From the 
calculations of this gentleman it follows, that the 
velocity of light, as fixed by the aberrations of the 
ftars, is the fame with what M. Roemer fuppofed 
it to be, and exactly quadrates with the retardation 
of the eclipfes of the firft fatellite of Jupiter. A 
new proof of the truth of this hypothecs, if any 
new proof had been neceflary (4).' 

[C] At the deceafe of Dr. Edmund Halley J\ It has 
een obferved, that, * from letters found among Dr. 
Bradley's papers, it appears, that Dr. Halley was 
greatly defirous (from a perfonal efteem and know- 
ledge of his abilities) that our aftronomer fhould 
fucceed him. In one letter, when he found him- 
felf declining, he deilred his leave to make intereft 
for him. But he owed this new acquifition chiefly 
to the friendfhip of that great patron of fcience, 
the Right Honourable George, Earl of Maccles- 
field, the late Prefident of our Royal Society (5).' 

Another writer fays, that e Mr. Bradley always 
preferved the efteem and friendfhip of Mr. Halley, 
who, being worn out by age and infirmities, thought 
he could do nothing farther for the fervice of aftro- 
nomy, than procure for Mr. Bradley the place of 
Regius Profeffor of aftronomy at Greenwich, which 
he had pofteffed himfelf many years with the great- 
eft reputation. With this view he wrote many let- 
ters, which have been fince found among Mr. Brad- 
ley's papers, defiring his pcrmifTion to apply for a 
grant of the reversion of it to him, and even of- 
fering to refign in his favour, if it mould be thought 
neceflary : but before Mr. Halley could bring this 
kind project to bear, he died. Mr. Bradley, how- 
ever, obtained the place afterwards, by the favour 
and intereft of my Lord Macclesfield, who was af- 
terwards Prefident of the Royal Society (6)/ 

Dr, 


(4) Gentleman's 
Mag. Vol. xxxv. 
p. 361—363. 
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Dr. Bradley continued to profecute his ftudies with great ardour, and with propor- 
tionable fuccefsi and, in 1747, communicated another important aftronomical dif- 
covery, concerning the nutation of the terreftrial axis [D], to the Royal Society, in a 
letter to the Earl of Macclesfield, their prefident ; which was publiihed in the Phi- 
lofophical Tranfaftions, ^485 (#), and procured him the honour of their annual 
( y ) supplement p r i Z e-medal (y ). He was greatly affifted in his aftronomical inquiries by the excel- 
Sel,. Bi^ W Di«. lency of the inftruments which he made ufe of, and in this refpefl cxprcffed the ftrongeft P . i* 
* 5*- fenfe of the merit of that able artift, Mr. George Graham [£], His convidhon of the 

importance 


(x) Abridgment 
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Tran f. Vcl. x. 


(7) GmU Mas- 
Vat xxxv. p. 

.AnnualKegiuer, 
Vol. vii. p. 26, 
*7« 


\D) Another important aftronomical difcovery .] Of 
this difcovery the following account has been given : 

* In the courfe of his obfervations, which were in- 

* numerable, he difcovered that the inclination of the 
4 earth's axis, upon the plane of the ecliptic, was not 

* always the fame, but that it varied backwards and 

* forwards fome feconds, and that the period of thefe 

* variations was nine years. This period feemed al- 
c together unaccountable, as it could not be fuppofed 

* to have any thing in common with the revolution 

* of the earth, which is performed in one year. 

* Mr. Bradley, however, difcovered the caufe of this 
4 phenomenon in the Newtonian fyftem of attraction. 

4 The firft principle of that fyftem is known to be, 

* that all bodies mutually attract each other in the 

* direct ratio of their mafles, and in the inverfe ratio 
' of the fquares of their diftances. From this mutual 
4 attraction, combined with motion in a right line, 

* Newton deduces the figure of the orbits of the pla- 
■ nets, and particularly that of the earth. If this 

* orbit was a circle, and if the terreftrial globe was a 

* perfect fphere, the attraction of the fun would have 

* no other effect than to keep it in its orbit, and 
9 would caufe no irregularity in the pofition of its 

* axis ; but neither is the earth's orbit a circle, nor 

* its body a fphere ; for the earth is fenfibly protu- 

* berant towards the equator, and its orbit is an el- 

* lipfis, which has the fun in its focus. When the 

* pofition of the earth is fuch, that the plane of its 
€ equator palTes through the center of the fun, the 

* attractive power of the fun acts only fo as to draw 

* the earth towards it, ftill parallel to itfelf, and 

* without changing the pofition of its axis ; and this 
1 happens at the equinoxes. In proportion as the 
f earth recedes from thofe points, the fun alfo goes 

* out of the plane of the equator, and approaches 

* that of one or other of the tropics ; the femi-dia- 

* meter of the earth, which is then expofed to the 

* fun, being no longer equal, the equator is more 

* powerfully attracted than the reft of the globe, 

* which caufes fome alteration in its pofition, and its 
1 inclination upon the plane of the ecliptic : and as 

* that part of ^he orbit, which is comprifed between 
4 the autumnal and vernal equinox, is lefs than that 

* which is comprifed between the vernil and the 

* autumnal, it follows, that the irregularity caufed 
1 by the fun, during his paflage through the north- 
' em figns, is not entirely compenfated by that which 
' he caufes during his paflage through the fouthern 
4 figns ; and that the parallelifm of the terreftrial axis, 

* and its inclination with the ecliptic, will be a little 

* changed. But though the irregularity is now ac- 

* counted for, we are ftill at a lofs for the caufe of 
4 its happening in a period of nine years. This dif- 

* ficulty, however, will immediately difappear. 

* The fame effect which the fun produces upon the 

* earth, by its attraction, is alfo produced by the 

* moon, which acts with greater force, in proportion 

* as it is more diftant from the equator. Now, at 
' the time when its nodes concur with the equinoctial 

* points, its greateft latitude is added to the greateft 
c obliquity of the ecliptic. At this time, therefore, 
' the power which caufes the irregularity in the pofi- 

* tion of the terreftrial axis, acts with the greateft 

* force ; and the revolution of the nodes of the moon 

* being performed in eighteen years, it is clear, that 
c in eighteen years the nodes will twice concur with 

* the equinoctial points ; and, confequently, that 

* twice in that period, or once every nine years, the 
earth' 5 axis will be more influenced than at any 

* other time ; fo that it will have a kind of balancing 
backward and forward, the period of which will be 
nine years, as Mr. Bradley had obferved ; and this 
balancing he called the Nutation of the Terreftrial 
Axis (;).' 


[E] He was greatly ajftfted in his aftronomical in- 
quiries by the excellency of the inftruments which he made 
ufe of &c] In his letter to the Earl of Macclesfield, 
he fays, 6 The great exactnefs with which inftruments 

* are now conftructed hath enabled the aftronomers of 
4 the prefent age to difcover feveral changes in the 
4 pofitions of the heavenly bodies ; which, by reafon 

* of their fmallnefs, had efcaped the notice of their 
c predeceflbrs. And although the caufes of fuch 
4 motions have always fubfifted, yet philofophers had 
4 not fo fully confidered what the effects of thofe 
4 known caufes would be, as to demon ftrate a priori 
4 the phenomena they might produce ; fo that theory 
4 itfelf is here, as well as in many other cafes, in- 
4 debted to practice, for the difcovery of fome of its 
' moft elegant deductions. This points out to us the 
1 great advantage of cultivating this, as well as every 
4 other branch of natural knowledge, by a regular 
4 feries of obfervations and experiments. 

4 The progrefs of aftronomy indeed has always 
4 been found to have fo great a dependence upon 
4 accurate obfervations, that, till fuch were made, it 
4 advanced but ftowly : for the firft confiderable im- 
4 provements that it received, in point of theory, 
4 were owing to the renowned Tycho Brahe ; who 
4 far exceeding thofe that had gone before him, in 
4 the exactnefs of his obfervations, enabled the faga- 
4 cious Kepler to find out fome of the principal lawj 
4 relating to the motion of the heavenly bodies. The 
4 invention of telefcopes and pendulum -clocks af- 
4 fording proper means of ftill farther improving the 
4 praxis of aftronomy ; and thefe being alfo foon 
4 fucceeded by the wonderful difcoveries made by our 

* great Newton, as to its theory ; the fcience, in 
4 both refpetts, had acquired fuch extraordinary ad- 
4 vancement, that future ages feemed to have little 
4 room left for making any great improvements. 
4 But, in fact, we find the cafe to be very different ; 
4 for, as we advance in the means of making more 

* nice inquiries, new points generally offer them- 
4 felves, that demand our attention.'' 

• The apparent motions of the heavenly bodies are 
c fo complicated, and affected by fuch a variety of 
4 caufes, that in many cafes it is extremely difficult 
4 to affign to each its due ill are of influence, or dif* 
4 tinctly to point out what part of the motion is the 
1 effect of one caufe, and what of another : and 
4 whilft the joint effects of all are only attended to, 
4 great irregularities and feeming inconfiftencies fre- 
4 quently occur ; whereas, when we are able to allot 
4 to each particular caufe its proper effect, harmony 
4 and uniformity ufually enfue. 

4 Such feeming irregularities being alfo blended 
4 with the unavoidable errors to which aftronomical 
4 obfervations muft be always liable, as well from the 

* imperfection of our fenfes, as of the inftruments 

* that we ufe, have often very much perplexed thofe 
4 who have attempted to folve the phenomena : and 
4 till means are difcovered, whereby we can feparate 

* and diitingmfh the particular part of the whole 

* motion that is owing to each refpective caufe, it 

* will beimpoffible to be well a flu red of the truth of 
c any folution. For thefe reafons, wc generally find, 
c that the more exact the inftruments are that we ufe, 

* and the more regular the feries of obfervations is 

* that we take, the fooner we are enabled to difcover 

* the caufe of any new phenomenon : for when we can 
1 be well affured of the limits wherein the errors of 

* the obfervations are contained, and have reduced 
c them within as narrow bounds as poffible, by the 

* perfection of our inftruments, we need not helitate 

* to afcribe fuch apparent changes, as manifestly 
1 exceed thofe limits, to fome other caufes. Upon 
1 thefe accounts, it is incumbent upon the praQical 

* aftronomer to fet out at firft with the examination 

4 of 
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importance of good inftroments led him to embrace the opportunity of the annual vifit 
made by the Royal Society to the^obfervatory at Greenwich, in order to examine the 
inftruments, and receive the profeflbr's obfervations for the year, to represent lb 
ftrongly the neceffity of repairing the old inftruments, and purchafing fuch new ones 
as were wanted, that the Society thought proper to lay the affair before his Majefty 
King George II., who, in the year 1748, was pleafed to grant* one thoufand pounds for 
Gent. Mag. that purpofe (as). This fum was laid out under the direction of Dr. Bradley, who, 

^ftejT/ii?" with the affiftance of his friend Mr. Graham, and Mr. Bird, furnifhed the royal ob- 
fervatory with the moft complete colle&ion of aftronomical inftruments that could be 

(*) supplement procured (a). 

Cen.Biog W Dia. It was in the year 1748 that he was elected a foreign member of the Academy of 
vtifara. Sciences at Paris j and about the fame time he became intitled to Bifliop Crew's bene- 
faction of 30/. per ann. to the lefture-reader in experimental philofophy in the univcrfity 

(b) ib\d. 0 f Oxford (£). He was likewife chofen a member of the Royal Prufiian Academy of 

(c) ibid. Sciences and Belles Lettres, but at what time does not appear (c). 

After Dr. Bradley was fettled at Greenwich as Aftronomer-royal, the living of that 
parifh, which is of confiderable value, became vacant ; and it was offered to him in 
the King's name, by Mr. Pelham, in confideration of his great merit. This living was 
the rather offered to him, becauie it was fuppofed that it would be particularly con- 
venient to him, on account of his refidence at Greenwich (d)< But this preferment he Supplement 
declined, from a very laudable and confeientious motive: he alleged, c that the duty %^^f^ m 
c of a pallor was incompatible with his other ftudies and neceffary engagements/ His and Gent. Mag. 
Majefty, unwilling that he fhould be a lofer by his integrity, granted him an annuity ut f u t ra - 
or yearly penfion of 250/. during pieafure (*), c in confideration' (as the fign-manual, (•) This pen- 
dated Feb. 15, 1752, expreiTes it) c of his great {kill and knowledge in the feveral ^^JjJJ?! 
c branches of aftronomy, and other parts of the mathematics, which have proved fo death of King 
Supplement, < ufeful to the trade and navigation of this kingdom (e). The fame year he was chofen C 5S2? B 2 L and 

ubi fupra, /-1 'i r -r? 1 _ . o \ J J _ afterwards re- 
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(f) Ibid. 

(g) Wit* 


(h) Vol. I. 
F*rt i. p. 4°S. 


ncwed by h's 
p relent Majefty. 


(b) Vol. xK*. 
Fait ii. p. 700. 
704, fife 


(I) Supplement, 
ubi fupra. 
(m) Gent. Mag, 
ubi jupra. 


one of the Council of the Royal Society, in the room of Dr. Cromwell Mortimer, 
deceafed (f). 

In 1754, he was appointed a member of the Academy of Sciences at Peterfburgh, 
by diploma from the whole academy (g). In 1756, two aftronomical effays, in Latin, 
addrefled to Dr. Bradley [F], were published in the Philofophical Tranfacftions (b). 
On the 1 6th of June, 1757, he was chofen a member of the Academy of Sciences in- 
ftituted at Boulogne (/). The fame year were publifhed, in the Philofophical Tranf- ^-/supplement, 
aftions (&), obfervations made by him upon the comet that appeared in the months of u *ifat*** 
September and O&ober that year. 

He continued to profecute his ftudies with great afliduity, till about two years 
before his death, when he is faid to have been much a filiated by an oppreflion 
upon his fpirits, which is attributed to the great intenfenefs of his application. His 
chief diftrefs is reprefented to have arifen from an apprehenfion that lie fhould furvive 
his rational faculties (I) ; but this misfortune did not befal him. In the year 1760, he 
became very weak and infirm (m) 3 and about the end of June, 1762, he was attacked 


with a total fuppreflion of urine, caufed by an inflammation of the reins (*), which (*) Anaccount 

put a period to his life at Chalford in Gloucefterfliire, on the 13th of July following, wa , thought" 

(n ) Supplement m the feventieth year of his age («). He was interred at Mitchin Hampton, in that fomewhat fingu- 

Gen e Bio CW Dift. county, in the fame grave with his mother and his wife (0). c^in ihfphiiol 


. Biog, 
ubi fupra, 

(0) Gent, Mag, 
-Jilt fupra. 


Dr. Bradley was extremely amiable in his private characler, as well as illuftrious for f p hicjl X r * n £ 

- - 1 ii T-r- 1 ii-i 11 1 action*, Vol.lr. 

his fcientitic knowledge. His temper was gentle and placid, and he was eminently 
charatterifed by his modefty. He appears to have taken little pains to attract the no- 
tice of mankind, and it was his lingular merit alone which procured him the general 
efteem and regard of the friends of learning and fcience. Among his acquaintance and 
friends were many of the firft perfons in this kingdom, both for rank and abilities \ 


Part ii. p. 635, 
in a letter from 
Daniel Lyfo n s, 
M. D. to the 
Earl of Mac- 
clesfield. 


of the correclnefs of his inftruments, and to be af- 
fured that they are fufficiently exacl: for the ufe he 
intends to make of them ; or at lead he fliould 
know, within what limits their errors are con- 
fined.' 

c A mind intent upon the purfuit of any kind of 
knowledge, will always be agreeably entertained 
with what can fupply the molt proper means of at- 
taining it : fuch, to the practical aftronomer, are 
exacl: and well -contrived inftruments ; and I re- 
flect with pieafure on the opportunities I have en- 
joyed, of cultivating an acquaintance and friend- 
fhip with the perfon that, of all others, has moft 
contributed to their improvement. For I am fen- 
fible, that if my own endeavours have, in any re- 
fpedl, been effectual to the advancement of aftro- 
nomy, it has principally been owing to the advice 
; and afliftance given me by Mr. George Graham ; 
! whofe great fkill and judgment in mechanics, joined 
f with a complete and practical knowledge of . the 
( ufes of aftronomical inftruments, enable him to con- 

Vol. II. 
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f trive and execute them in the moft perfect man- 
« ner (8)? 

[F] T<wo aftronomical ejfays y in Latin, addrejfed to 
Dr. Bradley.'] Thefe effays were written by Mr. 
Charles Walmefley, F. R. S. who, in a letter pre- 
fixed to them, addrefles Dr. Bradley in the following 
terms : c I have taken the liberty to addrefs to you 

* two little effays, that relate to aftronomy ; for as 

* no one is more m after of that fcience, or has en- 

* riched it with greater difcoveries, than yourfelf, 

* you can beft judge of the worth and ufe of any per- 

* formance in that kind. The firft effay is a theory 
< on the preceffion of the equinoxes, and the nuta- 

* tion of the earth's axis ; which, as it is indebted to 
€ you for the difcovery of the caufe on which it is 

* founded, as alfo for the fettling of the effefts with 
c which its refult is to be compared, ought to be laid 

* before you as an homage that of right is due.' — 
« The fecond effay is a theory of the irregularities 

* that may be occafioned in the annual motion of the PartU" 

* earth by the actions of Jupiter and Saturn (9).'] f.j<3&*j+u 
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$6% BRADY (Robert). 

and it is faid, that there was not an aftronomer of any eminence in the world, with 
whom he had not a literary correfpondencc. He fpoke well, and expreffed his ideas 
with great precifion and perfpicuity ; notwithftanding which, he was a great lover of 
filence : and it has been obferved of him, that he fcldom fpoke, except when he con- 
ceived it abfolutdy necellary. He was, however, very ready to communicate ufeful 
knowledge to others, and efpecially in that fcienee which he more particularly pro- 
felled, whenever he thought there was a proper opportunity. He alfo encouraged 
thofe who attended his le&ures to propofe queftions to him, by the exactnefs with 
which he anfwered them, and his obvious folicitude to accommodate himfelf to every 
capacity. He was cenfured by fome, for having withheld his obfervations from the 
public ufe and benefit j but this charge appears not to have been well founded : and it 
has been alleged, on the contrary (/>), that the facility with which he made his com- f>;supp!«r.eny 
munications was made an unfair uie of that his obfervations were very ungeneroufly uki M*+ 
tranfmitted abroad ; and that, by fuch practices, foreigners have been enabled to gain 
reputation, and to adopt the fruits of his labour as their own. 

He was ex.remely temperate, even to abstinence ; and he enjoyed a great fhare of 
health, and was aftive and robuft, till towards the clofe of his life. Eminently remark- 
able for the equanimity of his temper, he was yet in a very great degree companionate 
and liberal -> and was extremely generous to fuch of his relations as needed his af- 
( q ) m. the fiftance (7). 

G^t. Mag Though he was unqueftionably one of the greateft aflronomers of the age, he has 

Annual Regtfter, o 1 . J <-> r i j-n-j \ r 

and supplement publifhed very little; which feems to have ariicn from his natural dimdence, and from 
BWD^ «< n ' t ^ iat folicitous accuracy, which made him always apprehend ve that his works were im- 
fara. perfeft. He has, however, left behind him thirteen volumes in folio, and two in 

^Supplement, quarto, of his agronomical obfervations (r), which mult be confidered as of great 
ubijupra. importance to the fcientific world; and which, we are informed, will be publifhed by 
the Profeffor of Aftronomy at Oxford.] T. 

BRADY (Robert), a noted Hiftorian and Phyfician in the laft century, was born 
in the county of Norfolk, and admitted in Caius-college in Cambridge, February 20, 
f*; College Re- 1643 (a). He took his degree of Bachelor of Phyfic in 1653 (b) y and was created (b) Univerfity 
8lfter ' Doctor in that faculty September 5> 1660, by virtue of the King's mandatory let- Rc 6 lfter - 

( c ) univerfity ters (c). On the firft of December the fame year, he was, in purfuance of King 
Kenny's ReV Charles's mandate, ele&ed Matter of his college, upon the refignation of Dr. Bach- 
ter and Chroni- croft (d). About the year 1670, he was appointed Keeper of the Records in the 

c %^' Lond * Tower of London (e) ; in which office, how well he employed himfelf in perufing ( e) From Me- 

(d) College' thofe mod valuable monuments in his poffefTion, is abundantly plain from his hiftorical ^ted to'^Bu't 
Bodies, and Ken- works, of which an account will be eiven below. Some time after, he was chofen Mr. Holmes, 
7Xt f Z a> Regius Profeffor of Phyfic in the Univerfity of Cambridge (f). In 1679, he wrote a 

Fafti 6 NcvC 8 8 l etter t0 Dr. Sydenham, which is publifhed amoiag that learned perfon's works [/f]. in the Towcr » 
a / P ' 42 " But his largeft and moft confiderable performance was, f An introduction to the old t"^hfwM 
c Englifli Hiftory [£]/ and f A Complete Hiftory of England, from the firft En- not made Keeper 
f trance of the Romans, unto the End of the Reign of King Richard II/ in three Vol?. Sn^jT^ 
fol. [C], about which he was employed feveral years. In the year 168 1, he was chofen (f) From the 

_ lame Memoirs. 

m one 

[A] He wrote a letter to Dr. Sydenham, Sec] It is ■ publifhed. The third, An exact Hiftory of the 
dated from Cambridge, December 30, 1679, and is ■ Succeflion of the Crown of England: The fecond 
placed at the head of Dr. Sydenham's Epiftola refpon- 1 edition, alfo very much enlarged. Together with 
fori* dua>. In this letter Dr. Erady obierves, that ■ an Appendix, containing feveral Records, and a 
no phyfician had yet duly ccnfidered the influence of 1 feries of great Councils and Parliaments before and 
the air on human bodies ; nor (hewed the force of it, < after the Conqueft, unto the End of the Reign of 
in fermenting, altering, and circulating the blood, < Henry the 7'hird : And a Gloffary, expounding 
and in all animal motions whatfoever : and therefore 1 many Words ufed frequently in our ancient Records* 
he commends Dr. Sydenham for his account of acute 4 Laws, and Hiftorians.' One Vol. fol. London, 
dillempers, and their cure; and defires him to publifh 1684. The fubftance of the whole book may be 
what obfervations he had made of late years on that comprifed in thefe three Propofnions : 1. That the 
fubjeft. Next, he entreats him, if he knew any thing Reprefentatives of the Commons in Parliament fafe. 
particular on the ufe of the Indian (or Peruvian) bark, Knights, Citizens, and Burgefles] were not intro- 
to communicate it to him. And, laitly, Dr. Syden- duceel till the forty-ninth of Henry III. 2. That 
ham having recommended frequent bleeding in the - William, Duke of Normandy, made an abfolutc 
rheumatifm, Brady inquires of him, whether a lefs conquelt of the nation. 3. That the Succeffion to 
fevere and cruel method could not be found out to the Crown of England is hereditary (defcendino- to 
cure that diHemper ? In anfwer to thefe feveral que- the nearcft of blood), and not elective. 

ries, Dr. Sydenham wrote his Epiftola refponforia [C] Introdudion to the old Englift? Hiftory, and A 

prima, which is printed among his works. It was Complete Hijhry of England, &c] The Introduction, 

firft printed at London in 1680, $<uo. as mentioned in the laft note, contains one Volume 

[B] An Introduaicn to the old Englijh Hiftory.] fol. and the Hiltory is generally bound in two more. 
What the contents of this book are, will beft appear The firft was printed at London, '1685, and the fe- 
by the title, which is as follows : 4 An Introduction cond in 1700. At the end of each is a large Appen- 
4 to the old Englifh Hiftory, comprehended in three dix of Original Papers. This Hiftory is full of re- 
4 feveral tracts. The firft, An Anfwer to Mr. Petyt's cords, and other valuable materials for a Hiftory of 
4 R'gkt* of the Commons afj'crted ; and to a book in- England ; but it is far from being a Complete Hiftory ; 
4 tituled, Jam Anglorum Faciei nova: The fecond for the author hath neglected, or pafled over, num- 
4 edition, very much enlarged. The fecond, An An- bcrlefs facts, and omitted fuch as ferved not for his 
4 fwer to a book intitled, Argumentum Antinormanni- purpofe : fo that it can be juftly and properly called 
■ cum, much upon the fame fubject ; never before nothing elfe but a heap of valuable undigeited mate- 
rials. 


ffr) Notitia 
Parliamentary, 
&c. by Br. 
Willis, Efq; 
Lond. 1730, 
Vol. i. p. i5o. 
( k ) J. Le Neve's 
Fafti, &c, 
p. 428. 


(J) Hearne's 
Duel. Hiftoric. 
Vol. i. 3d edit. 
Lond. 1714, 
p. :74- 
(m) See the 
ancient Right of 
the Commons of 
Englardaflerted, 
by Will. Hetyt, 
Efq; Lond. 
1680 : and Jus 
Anglorum ab 
antiquo : and 
Hift. of Eng- 
land, by Ja. 
Tyrrell, £fq. 


BRADY (Robert). 

one of the reprefentatives for the Univerfity of Cambridge, in that Parliament which 
met at Oxford (g); and again ir? 1685, in the Parliament of King James II [t>). He 
was likewife Phyfician in Ordinary to this King : and, on the twenty-fecond of October 
1688, was one of thofe perfons who gave in their depofuions concerning the birth of 
the pretended Prince of Wales (/'). This learned Doctor died on the nineteenth of Au- 
guft 1700 (£). He was an accurate writer, and a curious and diligent fearch'er into our 
ancient records. But he hath alfo been charged with fcvcral faults. The chief is, that 
throughout his Complete Hiftory, as he calls it, he is fo wholly taken up in endeavour- 
ing to prove the novelty of Parliaments, that his book does by no means anfwer the 
title (I). For, in order to pleafe an arbitrary Court, to whom the Houfe of Commons 
hath always been an invincible check, and to reprefent the origin of that august body, 
as grounded upon the rebellion of Simon de Montfort, in King Henry the Illd's reign 
(>;;), he hath tak£n great pains to prove, € That the Commons of England, rcprefented 
c by Knights, Citizens, and Burgeifes in Parliament, were not introduced ; nor were 
c one of the three eftates in Parliament, before the foity-ninth of Henry III. ( v); and 
c that, before that time, the body of the Commons of England, or freemen colle&ively 
c taken, had not any fhare or votes in making of laws for the government of the king- 
c dom (0), nor had any communication in affairs of State, unlefs they were reprefented 
c by the Tenents in capite [£>]/ Another point which he ftrenuoufly maintains, and 
endeavours to fupport with monilrous heaps of quotations out of ancient Hiftorians and 
Records, is, c That William, Duke of Normandy, did by degrees, though not at firft, 
c make an abfolute conqueft of the Englifli nation (p) : That he altered the whole con 
f flitution, brought a new law, and impofed it upon, the people; and from him, and 
c his Normans, we received our tenures, the manner of holding our eftates in every 
c rd'peft, and the cuftoms incident to thofe eftates. And farther, that he took away 
c from the Englifti their eftacei, and gave them to his Normans [£] 5 and this he did 

c from 
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( b) Wdk 


(i) Soc the fe- 
v t-\ Declara- 
tions, together 
with the fevcral 
Dcpof'tions, £ff, 
coucerni ng the 
birth of the 
Prince of Wales, 
P- 37- 


(n) Anfwer to 
W. Petyt'i 
Rights of rhe 
Cu*vmons, &c, 
in tj c Intro- 
oucii n. 

(oj mi. 


(p) Anfwer to 
Argumentum 
An' inormanni- 
cum, in Jntro- 
ducl.ti old Engl. 
Hilt. p. 235. 


(i) VoU. 

f. lxxxviii, &c. 

(z) Page j j CSV. 


(3) General In* 
trodutt. ubi fu- 
pra, p. xciii. 
Bibiiotheca Po- 
litico, Dialog. 

6, 7> 8- 

(4) Ibid, and 
Appendix to 
Vol. iii. 


(5) Anfwer to 
Mr. Hetyt, 
throughout. 


(6) Bibiioth. Po- 
litic, ubi fupra, 
and Hift. in 
Gen, Prcf. and 
Append. 


rials. It was in oppofition to this Hiftory, and in 
order to fet things in a different light, that James 
Tyrrell, Efq; wrote his General Hiftory of England, 
in which he freely cen lures the Doctor's mi (takes. 
Befides thefe three Volumes, Dr. Brady wrote 4 A 

* Treatife on Burghs,' in a thin folio. 

[D] Unlefs they were reprefented by the Tenents in 
capite.] This is the fubitance of his Anfwer to Mr. 
Petyt's book, intitled, 4 The ancient Right of the 

* Commons aflerted ; or, a Difcourfe proving by Re- 

* cords and the beft Hiftorians, that the Commons of 

* England were ever an efTcntial Part of Parliament.' 
Lond. 1680, 8 t/o. and to Mr. Atwood's book, called 

* Jani Anglorum Facics nova; or feveral Monuments 
' of Antiquity touching the great Council of the 

* Kingdom. Lond. 1680, 81/0.' Mr. Atwood re- 
plied, in his 4 Jus Anglorum ab antiquo : or, a Con- 

* futation of an impotent Libel againft the Govern- 
' ment by King, Lords, and Commons. Under 

* pretence of aniwering Mr. Petyt, and the author of 

* Jani Anglorum Facies nova.'* Lond. 1 68 1, 2vo. 
But the Doctor's moft confiderable and powerful op- 
ponent was James Tyrrell, Efq; who, in the general 
Introduction to his Hiftory ( i ) t and in the appendix 
to his third volume (2), hath endeavoured to prove, 

* That the great Councils, or Parliaments, confided, 

* in the Saxon times, of Archbifhops, Bifliops, Ab- 

* bots, Laldormen, and the whole body of Thanes, 

* or Freeholders, who were then all Gentlemen either 

* by birth or eftates (3) ;' and, after the Norman 
conqueft, were compofed of Archbimops, &c. as 
above, the Commons having there alfo their Repre- 
sentatives (4). The whole controverfy turns upon 
this : Parliaments, in the ancienteft times, con filled 
unqueftionably of Archbimops, Bifliops, Ab ots, 
Earls, and Barons ; and alfo of other perfons, which, 
in Records and Hiftories, are ftyled Wife, Great, 
Chief, Noble, &c. What perfons thefe were, is the 
quellion. Brady fays, it was only the Tenents in 
capite (5) ; and Tyrrell maintains, that they were 
the lefter Barons, or confiderable Freeholders, whofe 
pofTeflions were then very large ; there being, in thofe 
times, no fuch little Freeholders as there are at pre- 
fent(6). 

[£] He took avoay from the Englifh their eftates, and 
gave them to his Normans, Sec. J This the Doctor 
afTerted, and ftrenuoufly maintained, in oppofition to 
a book written by Mr. Cook, and entitled, t Argu- 

* ment urn Anti-Normannicum : or an Argument prov- 

* ing, from ancient Hiftories and Records, that Wil- 
1 liam, Duke of Normandy, made no abfolute C011- 
4 queft of England by the Sword, in the Senfe of our 
1 modern Writers.' Lond. 1682, 8w. Mr. Cook's 
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de Geftis Pontif. 
p. 271, edi\ 
Fr-ncuf. 1601, 


opinion is warmly efpoufed, and ftrongly fupported, 
by Mr. Tyrrell, in the Introduction to his Xfccphd vo- 
lume of the FTi'lcry of England, and in the reign of ' 
William I. — After all their difputes, the cafe may be 
thus fairly and impartially re, relented. William I. 
came to conquer and dethrone Harold, and fubdue 
his adherents. After Harold's death, he took into 
his protection all fuch as would fubrnit to him ; and, 
at his coronation, fwore; that he would govern both 
his Englifh and French ft'bjecrs by the fame equal 
law (7). Many of them rebelling afterwards againft 

him, he deprived them of their eftates, which he tj 1 ^ Ang,i 
j-n. •! j n 1 ■ r • X r i . Francos, trafta- 

diitributed amonglt Ins favourites. Now, that is no re t- w.Malibfli, 
more than what is done every day in cafe of treafon ; 
though perhaps he might carry his revenge, and ex- 
tend his prerogative, further than he ought to have 
done. M. 

* # * [In the piece above mentioned, intitled, Ar- 
gumentum Anti-Normannicum, againft which Dr Brady 
wrote, the author, Mr. Cooke, in order to prove that 
William the Norman did not claim the crown by 
mere right of conqueft, or take poiTelfion of it as an 
abfolute prince, fhews, that William, at his corona- 
tion, took an oath which was in fenfe and fubftance 
the very fame with that -which the ancient Saxon 
kings ufed to take at their coronations ; and by which 
alfo he fwore, 4 that he would govern both the Eng- 
4 liiri and French by the fame equality of law (8).' ( 3 ) Argumen- 
He alfo makes it appear, that 4 William the Firft was ' 
4 fo far from cancelling and aboliihing King Edward's 
4 laws, that he made them to be the common ftand- 
4 ing laws of the land, to be equally and inviolably 
' obferved, as well by the Normans as the Englifh 
' (9) :'— that 4 the Englifh, at leaft thofe who lived (9) Md. F- 55« 
c in peace before, and at his coming to the polTeilion 
4 of the Englifh throne, did quietly and peaceably 
4 enjoy their inheritances ; and their titles and claims 

* to them from their Saxon anceftors were held good 

* and allowed (10) :' and that 4 there were general (10) /^/J. p. 60. 

* Councils, or Parliaments, in William the Firft's 
' time ; that in thefe parliaments the Englifh barons, 
' as well as the French barons, were prefent ; and 

* that there likewife was, as an eftential part thereof, 
' the Communitas Anglorum, the community of Eng- 
< lifhmen (n).' 

Lord Lyttelton juftly obferves, that a 4 diftinclion 
' is to be made between the government of William 
' the Firft, which was very tyrannical, and the con- 

* flitution eflabliihed under him in this kingdom, 
' which was no abfolute monarchy, but an engraft- 
' ment of the feudal tenures, and other cuftoms of 
« Normandy, upon the ancient Saxon laws of Edward 

4 the 


turn Anti-Nor- 
mannicum, p. 
II — 14. 


(il) Ibid. $.liu 
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(q) Anfwer to 
Mr. Petyt*s 
book, in the 
fame Vol. p. 14, 


ft) General 
Preface at the 
beginning of 
Vol. i.of Bra- 
dy's Hift. p. 
vi— -xvii. 


(iu ) View of 
Society in Eu- 
rope, p. 327, 
328. 


BRADY (Nicolas). 

c from his firft coming in (q) : fo that all the Bifhops, Earls, and Barons of England, 
< did hold their lands, earldoms, and baronies of the Crown, or of the King, as of his 
« perfonj and that was in cjtpiie{r).' All this Brady averted and maintained, with a 
view (as was thought) to enlarge the prerogative, to overthrow all pretences to an ori- 
ginal compadt, and all claims of rights and privileges enjoyed by our Saxon anceftors (j) j 
and to reprefent the Englilh nation as a parcel of flaves, v/ho depend for their eftates 
and fortunes upon the King (7), and whofe liberties and laws were the grants and con- 
cefiions of our Kings (u) \ particularly, that the Commons right to fend re x refentatives 
to Parliament was extorted by force from the crown, and in rebellious times ; and con- 
fequently that the whole might be repealed or refumed. 

%* [It is obfervcd, by the learned Dr. Gilbert Stuart, that e Mr. Hume, ftruck 
c with the talents of Dr. Brady, deceived by his ability, difpoied to pay adulation to 
c government, or willing to profit by a fyftem formed with art, and ready for adoption, 
f has executed his hiftory upon the tenets of this writer. Yet, of Dr. Brady it ought 
f to be remembered, that he was the (lave of a faftion, and that he meanly proftituted 
c an excellent understanding, and admirable quicknefs, to vindicate tyranny, and to 
c deftroy the rights of his nation (w).'] 


(r) Ibid. p. n 5 . 


fsj See Pre fa « 
to the leader, ia 
Vol.i. nf Bia- 
s's Hift. 

(u) Uid: V . 
xxxiv. 

See Tyrrell's 
Preface to Iiib- 
lioth. Polit. 
p. in. and Pre- 
face to Appendix 
in Vol. iii, ot 
his Hift. 


the Confeftbr. He more than once fwore to main- 
tain thofe laws, and in the fourth year of his reign 
confirmed them in parliament : yet not without 
great alterations, to which the whole legiflature 
agreed, by a more complete introduction of the 
ftrict feudal law, as it was practifed in Normandy; 
which produced a different political fyftem, and 
changed both power and property in many refpects ; 
though the firft principles of that law, and general 
notions of it, had been in ufe among the Englilh 
fome ages before. But that the liberty of the fub- 
jecl was not fo deftroyed by thefe alterations, as 
fome writers have fuppofed, plainly appears by the 
very ftatutes that William enacted, in one of which 
we find an exprefs declaration, u That all the 
? freemen in his kingdom mould hold and en- 
'* joy their lands and poflefiions free from all unjuft 

* exaction, and from all tallage; fo that nothing 

* ihould be exacted or taken of them but their free 
1 fervice, which they by right owed to the crown, 
f and were bound to perform." it is farther faid, 

* That this was ordained and granted to them, as an 
£ hereditary right for ever, by the Common Council of 


' the kingdom }'* which very remarkable ftatute 1$ 
juftly ftyled by a learned author, Nathaniel Bacon, 
the firft Magna Chart a of the Normans. And it ex- 
tended no lefs to the Englifh than to the Normans. 
But it was ill obferved by William, who frequently 
acted as if his will had been the only law to both 
nations. It muft be alfo allowed, that by the in- 
terpofition of many mefne Lords between the crown 
and the people, and by many offices of judicature; 
and military command being rendered hereditary, 
which under the Saxons had been either elective, or 
granted for a fhort term, the conftitution became 
more ariftocratical than before, more unequally 
balanced, and in fome refpects more oppreifive to 
the inferior orders of freemen. Nor was the con- 
dition of the nobles themfelves to be envied. For 
there were certain burthens annexed to this fyftem 
of fiefs, which, as they naturally grew out of that 
policy, were impofed on the higheft vafl'als as well 

f as on the loweft, and were more grievous than any 
that the Saxons had borne under their conftitution 

: («>•'] T. 


(iz) Hift of 
King Henry the* 
Second, Vol i. 
p. 59, 60. edit. 
Sua 1769, 


(a) RegifiU 
Coll. Dub, 


BRADY (Nicolas), D. D. was the Ton of Major Nicolas Brady, an officer of the 
King's army in the rebellion of 1641, being lineally defcended from Hugh Brady, the 
firft Proteftant Bifhop of Meath [/tf]. He was born at Bandon, in the county of Cork, 
on the twenty-eighth of October 1659, and educated in that county till he was twelve 
years of age, when he was removed to Weftminfter fchool, where he was chofen King's 
fcholar, and from thence elefted Student of Chrift-Church, Oxford, After continuing 
there aboutTfour years, he went to Dublin, where his father refided : at which univer- 
fity he immediately commenced B. A. and the following year M. A (a). When he 
was of due ftanding, his diploma for the degree of Dottor of Divinity was, upon 
account of his uncommon merit, prefented to him from that Univerfity while he was in 
England, and brought over by Dr. Pratt, then fenior Travelling-Fellow, afterwards 
Provoft of that College. His firft preferment in the Church was to a Prebend, in the 
Cathedral of St. Barry's, in the city of Cork, and to the parifli of Kinaglarchy, in the 
county of Cork ; to which he was collated by Bifhop Wettenhall, to whom he was do- 
meftic Chaplain. He was a zealous promoter of the late happy Revolution, and an 
eminent fufrerer for it. In 1690, when the troubles broke out in Ireland, by his in- 
tereft with King James's General, Mac Carty, he thrice prevented the burning of 
Bandon town, after three feveral orders given by that Prince to deftroy it. The fame 
year, having been deputed by the people of Bandon, he went over to England to peti- 
tion the Parliament for a redrefs of fome grievances they had fuffered, while King 
James was in Ireland. During his rtay there, and to the time of his death, he was in 
the higheft efteem among all ranks of perfons in that kingdom, for hi.s eminent attach- 
ment to the true intereft of his country. Having quitted his preferments in Ireland, 
he fettled in London, where he became noted for his abilities in the pulpit, and, upon 
that account, was eledted Minifter of St. Catherine-Cree Church, and Le&urer of St. 
Michael's Wood-ftreet. He afterwards became Minifter of Richmond in Surry, and 
Stratford-upon-Avon in Warwickfhire, and at length Redtor of Clapham, in the county 

[A] Firfl Proteftant Bijhop of Meath.'] William the Queen's fupremacy. Hugh Brady was advanced 

Walfli, Biftiop of Meath, who was a Papift, was de- (1) in his room, though not till the year 1563, the /,) j> at c*nc* 

prived in the year 1560 for preaching againft the See being kept vacant, on account of the unfettled Hib.2i Oaob. 

book of Common Prayer, then lately eftabliftied, and ftate of religion at that time. 5 £liz. 

^ above 
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above mentioned ; which laft, together with Richmond, he held to the time of his 
death. He was alfo Chaplain to the Duke of Ormond's troop of horfe guards, as he 
was to their Majefties King Willifm and Queen Mary, and afterwards to Queen Anne* 
He died on the twentieth of May 1726, in the fixty-feventh year of his age ; leaving be- 
hind him the charadter of being a perfon of a moft obliging, fweet, affable temper, a 
polite gentleman, an excellent preacher, and a good poet ; of which he gave proofs in 
lbme pieces [/?]. 

[B] Gave proofs of his poetry in fome pieces,] Such defired his father to tell Dr. Ti'ndall, that he faid 
of his poetical pieces as are publilhed are (for what * he was an honeft man.* Dr. Bufby had always a 
we know) only thefe. I. A new Verjion of the Pfalms particular regard for young Brady, who was elected 
cf David, which are in part his work, and in part King's Scholar at Weftminfter, and from thence to 
Mr. Tate's, with whom he joined in this tranflation Chrift-Church, both times as the firft and captain 
foon after he had fettled in London, and it is now among all the candidates. On the 29th of June, 
fung in moft churches of England and Ireland, inftead 1690, he married Laetitia, daughter of the Rev. Dr. 
of that obfolete verfion made by Thomas Sternhold Synge, Archdeacon of Cork, and a near relation of 
and John Hopkins, in the reign of King Edward VI. the Biftiops of that name. By this Lady he had four 
^ — 2. The jEneids of Virgil, which were publilhed by fons and four daughters. He was invited to the liv- 
fubfcription in four volumes in 2<vo, the laft of which ing of Richmond by the gentlemen of that place, in 
came out in 1726, a little time before the author's confequence of a high efteem they had conceived for 
death. — He alfo publilhed, in his lifetime, Three Vo- him during a retreat which he had made thither, while 
fames of Sermons in $<vo, each confiding of fourteen, he was tranflating the Pfalms. The vicarage ofStrat- 
all printed in London; the firft in 1704, the fecond ford-upon-Avon was prefented to him by the great 
in 1706, and the third in 17 13. After the Doctor's Earl of Dorfet ; and the rectory of Clapham by Dame 
death, his eldeft fon, who was lately a Clergyman at Rebekah Atkins, relict of Sir Richard Atkins, Bart. 
Tooting, Surry, publifhed three ether volumes of his The whole of his preferments, which were in very 
father's Sermons, each alfo con fi ft ing of fourteen, pleafant and eligible fituations, amounted to fix hun- 
printed London, 1730, $<vo. The firft Sermon he dred pounds a year. His qualifications would un- 
published feparately, was preached at his church of doubtedly have raifed him, it is faid, to fome of the 
St. Catherine-Cree, on the 26th of November, 169 1 , greateft dignities in the church, if the fingular huma- 
and printed, London, 1692, 4*0. and a fecond, which nity and benevolence of his difpofition would have 
he preached at St. Bride's church, on Monday, No- fuftered him to have run in with the violence of either 
vember the 22d, 1697, being St. Caccilia's day, in- prevailing party, or had he not fettled in a country 
titled, Church Mujic Vindicated, — Printed, London, where he was regarded as a foreigner : be fides which, 

1697, 4?i. H s. his public fpirit rendered him carelefs of his private 

— intereft and fortune. We are told that, as a poet, 

%* [A fhort manufcript Life of Dr. Brady was Dr. Brady difcovered a furprifingly early genius; for 
fome time ago put into oar hands, by a grandfon of that, fome years before his entrance at Weftminfter 
• WiitiamBrady, his, fmce dead*, from which we mail felett a few fchool, he delivered extemporary compofitions, of 
Efqjof Syden- particulars, not mentioned in this article. The Doc- which he need never have been a manned. The fame 
ham, Kent. tor's father, Major Brady, was much efteemed by all authority aflures us, that his tranflation of the ^Eneid 
that knew him, for his fenfe, honour, courage, and will be a lafting monument of his /kill in poetry. It 
worth; and his mother (Martha), who was daughter mult, however, be now allowed, that his reputation 
of Luke Gernon, a Judge of fingular meeknefs and as a poet is not Yery great. His tranflation of the 
probity, was a Lady of great beauty, virtue, and ^Eneid hath never fallen into our hands : nor do we 
goodnefs. The fchool at which he had the firft rudi- recollect that any notice hath been taken of it in the 
ments of his grammatical learning, in Ireland, was numerous criticifms which have been publifhed on 
at St. Fin-Berry's, in the county of Cork, under the the tranflators of Virgil. It hath certainly funk into 
care of a Dr. Tindall ; and when he was placed at oblivion, if not into contempt.] K. 
Weftminfter fchool, Dr. Bufby, upon examining him, 



BRAMHALL (John), Archbiftiop of Armagh in the feventeenth century, 
was born at Pontefraft in Yorkfhire, about the year 1593, being defcended from an 
(a) The Life of ancient and genteel family (a) [^]. He received his firft education in the place of his 
Archbi&op of birth; and when he was qualified for the Univerfity, was fent to Sidney-College in 
Ardmagh, pre. Cambridge, where he was admitted February the twenty-firft, 1608 (£), and put under ( h ) Fr0! * 
wo^s°, h edit. the care of Mr. Hulet (c) [fi]. He took the degree of Bachelor of Arts in the year hSShSSi 
1677, foi.by ^ i£i2 y and that of Mafter in 16 16 (d). After taking the latter, he quitted the Univer- Q^ r ^ r ^ ames 
Ly h me\ick^p P 2 0 fity, and entering into Holy Orders, had a living given him in the city of York (e). edit!7 7 ^ rks ' 
it is not paged, f^e was, likewife, prefented to the Reftory of Elvington, or Eterington, in Yorkftiire, "fouVpHm^e 
by Mr. Wandesford, afterwards Mafter of the Rolls, and fome time Lord Deputy of (d) From the 
Ireland. About the fame time he married a clergyman's widow, of the Hally's family, ^dney^ieg/ 
an agreeable woman, and of a good fortune, with whom he had a valuable library, left (O Life, &d 
by her former hufband ; by which he was fo wedded to his ftudies, that all the tempta- a8above ' 
tions of a new-married life could not divorce him from them, or give any intermifllon 
to his duty of conftant preaching. This he performed with fo much affiduity, pru- 
dence, and gravity, that he became as eminent in the Church, as before in the Uni- 
verfity, and greatly beloved by all degrees of men (f). In the year 1623, he had two f/; Life, P . 2, 3, 
public difputations at North- Allerton, with a fecular Prieft and a Jefuit [C], which 

gained 

[A] Being defended from an ancient and genteel fa- * ercifes being ftill performed with that eafinefs and 
mily.] Namely from the Bramhalls, of Bramhall-Hall c fmoothnefs which argues clean ftrength and fuffi- 
in Chefhire, related by intermarriage to the Keref- ' ciency (2).' fca^c * 

fords, of Keresford in Yorkftiire, a houfe that has [C] He had two public difputations at North- Aller- aS 3 ° VC ' P ' 
flourifhed in a direct line from the time of King ton, with a fecular Prieft and a Jefuit,'] Thefe two 
(0 Life, &c. as Henry II (1). Papifts (3) had fent a public defiance to all the Pro- (3) Hungate, a 

above, p. 2. [£] And put under the care of Mr. Hulet.] The teftant Clergy in that country (at a time when the J^fM and 

- Right Rev. author of his life, Biftiop Vefey, informs match between Prince Charles and the Infanta of ^"fa^plieft. 
us, That f he became there mafter of the arts and fci- Spain was in agitation, and they expected from thence seeVrchbiftop 
* ences before he had the degree ; all his acts and ex- great advantages and countenance to their own reli- Bramhairs 
Vol. II. 7 E gion), Works, p, 624. 
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trained him great reputation, and fo recommended him in particular to the Archbifhop 
f g ) Toby Mat- of York's (g) efteem, that he made him his Chaplain, and took him into his confidence, 
thews. ' During the life of the Archbilhop, he was made Prebendary of York [D], and after of 
Rippon ; at which laft place he went and refided after the Archbifliop's death (which 
happened in 1628), and conducted mod of the concernments of that church in the qua- 
lity of Sub-Dean. Here he preached eonftantly for feveral years, and became fo emi- 
nent, not only for his abilities in the pulpit, but aHb for his knowledge in the laws, that 
he was frequently chofen arbitrator between contending parties - y and by that, and his 
good behaviour in all other refpefts, he obtained fo much honour and intereft, that 
there was fcarcely any public tranfadtion over which he had not a confiderable influence ; 
even in the eledtions for Members of Parliament, fuch as he named at Rippon, and 
other corporations, carrying the vote and favour of the people. He was alfo appointed 
one of his Majefty's High Commiffioners •> in which office he was very curious in the 
difquifition of all caufes, and by ibme was accounted fevere : but, however rough his 
fpeech might fometimes be, his dealings were generally fmooth and gentle (£). In the 
year 1623 he took the degree of Bachelor, and in 1630 that of Do&or in Divinity (/) 
[£]. Soon after, he was invited to Ireland by the Lord Vilcount Wentworth, Deputy 
of that kingdom, and Sir Chriftopher Wandesford, Matter of the Rolls ; and he ac- 
cepted of their invitation, though he had a profpeft of being promoted in his native 
country, and was offered to be made one of the King's Chaplains in Ordinary. Having 
therefore refigned all his Church preferments in England, he went over into Ireland in 
the year 1633 y and, a little while after, obtained the Archdeaconry of Meath, the beft 
in that kingdom. The firft public fervice he was employed in, was a regal vifitation, 
in which he was either one of the King's Commiffioners with Baron Hilton Judge of the 
Prerogative, or fuch a co-ad ju tor that all was governed by his directions. In this vifita- 
tion he found the revenues of the Church miferably wafted, the difcipline fcandaloufly 
defpifed, and the Minifters but meanly provided. The bifhoprics, in particular, were 
wretchedly dilapidated by fee-farms, and long leafes and fmall rents [F]. But he ap- 
plied, in procefs of time, proper remedies to thefe feveral evils. He likewife endea- 
voured to deftroy fome opinions of general credit, that he judged very prejudicial to a 
good life \G\ which vet were reverenced almoft like articles of faith (k). In the year ( k ) Lif W ST* 

1634, 


(b) Life, ftfr. 

P- 4» 5- 
(\) From the 
Grace -book of 
Sidney college, 
as above. 


(4) Life, &c* 
ss above, p. %• 

(5) A* above, 
p. 4. 

(6) Survey of 
the Cathedralsof 
York, &c. edit, 
j 727, 4*c, Vol. j, 

p. t+$. 


(7) Life, (^tf. ai 
above, p. 5. 


gion), and when none darft accept the challenge, our 
author undertook the combat. Though he was then 
but about thirty years of age, and a (tripling in the 
fchool of con trover fy, yet he managed the difpute fo 
well, that his antagonifts, and their whole party, had 
reafon to repent of the infolence of their adventure. 
One of the fubje&s of the difputation was the article 
of Tranfubftantiation, from whence they eafily Hiding 
into that other of the Half-Communion, he fhame- 
fully baffled their doctrine of Concomitancy, and 
drove the difputant up to fo narrow a corner, that he 
affirmed that eating was drinking, and drinking was 
eating in a material or bodily fenfe. Mr. B ram hall 
looked on this as fo elegant a folecifm, that he needed 
no greater trophy, if he could get under his hand, 
what he had declared with his tongue, which being 
defired, was by the other, in his heat, and lhame to 
feem to retreat, as readily granted. But upon cooler 
thoughts, finding perhaps, after the heat of the con- 
telt was over, that he could not quench his third with 
a piece of bread, he reflected fo fadly on the difho- 
nour he had fuffered, that, not being able to digeft 
it, in ten days he died. Archbifhop Matthews hear- 
ing of this difputation, fent for Mr. Bramhall, and at 
firft rebuked him for his hardinefs in undertaking a 
difputation fo publicly without allowance ; but foon 
forgave him (4). 

[ D] During the life of the Archhijhop he was made 
Prebendary of Tort.] So we are afTured by the Right 
Rev. author of his Life (5). But, according to 
Brown Willis, Efq; (6) he was not made Prebendary 
of York till the thirteenth of June, 1633, five years 
after the death of Archbifhop Matthews ; fo that one 
of thefe two authors mufl be miftaken. The Prebend 
lie had, was that of Huftwaith, in the Church of 
York. 

[E] He took the degree of Doflor in Divinity,] The 
thefis he difputed upon, on that occafion, was this : 
Pont if ex Romania eji caufa vel procreans vel confer vans, 
omnium vel faltem pracipuarum controverfiarum in orbe 
Chrifiano, i. e. \ The Pope is the author, or main- 

* tainer, of all, or at leaft of the chief, controver- 

* fies in tKe Chriftian world.' And in all his exer- 
cifes, then, he made it appear that he had not loft 
his time in the country, nor evaporated all in pulpit- 
difcourfes, but that he had furniihed hirnfelf with 
very fubftantial learning (7), 


[F] The lijhoprics were dilapidated hy fee-farms 9 
and long leafes and fmall rents.] Thefe had been grant- 
ed, partly by the Popifh bifhops, who refolved to 
carry as much with them as they could, and partly by 
their Proteftant fucceftbrs, who might fear another 
turn, ajid were, having their example, difpofed 
enough to make ufe of the fame arts. By fuch means 
on the one fide and the other, many bifhoprics were 
made extremely fmall ; fome reduced to one hundred 
pounds per annum ; fome to fifty, as Waterford, Kil- 
fenoragh, Sec. Some to five marks, as Kilmacduagh ; 
and particularly Cloyne, the Bifhop whereof was 
called Epifcopus quinque marcarum, the five marks 
Bifhop. Aghadoe was only one pound one milling 
and eight pence ; and Ardfcrt but fixty pounds. Ly- 
merick had above five parts in fix made away by fee- 
farms, or encroached on by undertakers. The like 
was done in Camel, Emly, Waterford, Lifmore, and 
Killaloe.— In fome diocefes, as in Ferns and Leigh- 
lin, there was fcarcely a living left that was not farmed 
out to the patron, or to fome for his ufe, at two, 
three, four, or five pounds per annum, for a long 

time, three lives, or a hundred years (8). (S) Life, ^r. m 

[G] He likewife endeavoured to deftroy fome opinions abovc » P* 7> *• 
of general credit, that he judged very prejudicial to a good 25 ' 

life.] He was very delirous to abate of their value, 
and to reduce them to what they ought only to pafs 
for, fchool-opinions, that fo men might have the li- 
berty of their private reafons. He could not endure 
to fee fome perfons enflave their judgment to a per- 
fon or a party, that cry up nothing more than Chrif- 
tian liberty. He thought that liberty was much con- 
fined, by being chained to any man's chair, as if all 
he uttered were oracles, and to be made the ftandard 
and teft of orthodoxy : That the Chriftian faith and 
liberty are then moft in danger, when fo many things 
are crouded into confeffions, that what fhould be 
practical, becomes purely a fcience, of a rule of life 
a ufelefs fpec illation, of a thing eafy to be under- 
ftood, a thing hard to be remembered : That it was the 
intereft of the Proteftant Church to widen her bot- 
tom, and make her articles as charitable and compre- 
h en five as fhe could, that thofe nicer accuracies that 
divide the greateft wits in the world, might not be 
made the charaeteriftics of reformation, and give occa- 
fion to one party to excommunicate and cenfure ano- 
ther. Thus he faw the Church of England confti- 

tuted ; 


m 
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(I) Sir James 
Ware, ubifufra. 


(n) Life, &c. as 
above, p. jo, If. 


151 16 » 
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1634, he was promoted to the bifliopric of Londonderry, and confecrated the fixteemh 
of May, in the chapel of the caftle of Dublin (I). While he enjoyed this See, he very 
much improved it, not only in advancing the rents, but alfo in recovering lands (m) ^ m J^ T ^f m 
detained from his predecelfors ; by which means he doubled the yearly profits of that 
bifhopric (n). But the greateft fervice he did the Church of Ireland, was, by getting, 
with the Lord Deputy's a Alliance, feveral A&s pafled, in the Parliament which met in 
that kingdom, July 14, 1634 [//]. In pursuance of thefe a£b, he abolifhed the fee- 
farms that were charged on church lands, and obtained compofitions for the rent, in- 
ftead of the fmall referved rents. He, likewife, was very inftrumental in getting fuch 
impropriations as remained in the Crown, veiled by King Charles I. on the feveral in- 
cumbents, after the expiration of the leafes. Some he recovered by law, and per- 
fuaded many perfons poflefled of tithes to reflore them, or fufficiently to endow the 
vicarages, or to grant a proper falary at leaft to the Curates. Moreover, he himfelf 
purchafed abundance of impropriations, either with his own money, or by large re- 
mittances from England ; by money given by his Majefty to pious ufes ; by borrowing 
large fums, and fecuring them out of the i flues of the impropriations he bought ; by 
voluntary contributions; and by a fhare of the goods of perfons dying inteftate. By 
thefe, and other means, he regained to the Church, in the fpace of four years, thirty 
or forty thoufand pounds a year (0). In the Convocation that met at the fame time, he 
prevailed upon the Church of Ireland to be united in the fame faith with the Church of 
England [/], by embracing the XXXIX Articles of Religion agreed upon in the Con- 
vocation holden at London in the year 1562. He would fain alio have got the Englifli 
Canons eftabliftied in Ireland : but, notwithftanding his utmoft endeavours, he could 
obtain no more than that fuch of our Canons as were fit to be tranfplanted among the 
Irifh fhould be removed thither, and others new framed, and added to them. Ac- 
cordingly, a book of Canons was compiled, chiefly by our Bifhop, and having pafled in 
Convocation, received the Royal confirmation. For all thefe fervices, he met, from 
feveral quarters, with a great deal of detraction and envy ; and, according to the fafhion 
of thofe times, was charged with Arminianifm and Popery : but he was not of a fpirit 
to be terrified from what he thought his duty with noife and ill words (p ). Having thus, (p) Life, &c. 
for a confiderable time, laboured for the good of others, he thought it time to make ]\*\°q'' z q' jj * 
fome provifion for his own family. In order to it, he took a journey to England in N^erfetrwbek 
1637, and was received with much refpeft by perfons of the higheft quality, particu- ^,^of lis 
larly in his native county. But when he came to London, he was furprifed with the jH* 6 ^ 8 * 
news of an information exhibited againft him in the Star-Chamber [/C], of which, how- 
ever, 


(9) Life, &c* as 
above, p. 9. 


(10) Sir Richard 
Bolton's Statutes 
of Ireland, Seir.3. 
c. 1. fol. 50. 


Jn) Ibid. C. 5. 
fol. 56. 


(12) Seft 4. 
c, 3. fol. 78. 


(13) Ibid, c 2. 
fol. 75. 

In purfuance or, 
and by the be- 
nefit of thefe 
Afts, the Rents 
of the See of 
Ardmagh in 
particular were 
improved 735 /• 
43. 4 4. yearly, 
more thin ufual. 
Life, ©V. as 
above, p. 13. 


tuted ; both Calvinifls and Arminians fubferibing the 
fame proportions, and walking to the houfe of God 
as friends (9). 

[H] Several acls paffed in the Parliament which met 
in that kingdom, July the \\th y 1634. 1 The fir ft was, 

* A ftatute for the maintenance and execution of pious 

* ufes, obliging all Archbilhops and Bifhops to per- 
' form every fuch truft, according to the true intent 

* of the deeds in that behalf made, or to be made 
« (10). ' The next was, * A flatute for confirmation 

* of leafes made by the Lord Primate, and other Bi- 
< (hops of Ulfter, of fuch endowments as had been 
« made by King James to the Archbifhopric of Ar- 

* magh, the Bimoprics of Derry, Clogher, Raphoe, 

* and Killmore, giving them power, any time within 
1 five years, to make leafes for fixty years of fuch 
« lands (1 1).' By this llatute, the Church was en- 
abled, on the furrender of titles to fee-farms, and 
fome improvement of rent, to make leafes, as above, 
for fixty years ; by which means fhe was in many 
places bettered at prefent, and had a, hopeful profpect 
of recovering her full right at lafl. But the bell de- 
fence of the Irifh Church, was the ftatute entitled, 

* An Act for the prefervation of the inheritance, 

* rights, and profits of lands belonging to the Church, 
1 and perfons ecclefiaflical (12).* This limited them 
to time and rent, prefcribed what they might fet, and 
for what, and how long, and is the fecurity of fuc- 
ceffion. — Care alfo was taken of the inferior clergy, 
in another acl, which enableth reftitution } of impro- 
1 priations and tithes, and other rights ecclefiaftical, 

* to the clergy, with a reftraint of aliening the 

* fame, and directions for the prefentations to 

* churches (13).' 

[/] In the Convocation that met at the fame time, 
he prevailed upon the Church of Ireland to he united in 
the fame faith with the Church of England.] The faith 
of both was the fame in the main, only with this dif- 
ference, that the Irifh articles were more rigid and 
Calviniftical. Of this no better reafon can be given, 
than that the firft reformers in Ireland, on account of 
the great number of Papifts in that kingdom, endea- 


voured to guard againft them as much as poflible. 
Therefore, like burnt children, which fo much dread 
the fire that they think they can never be far enough 
from their fear, they became very dogmatical in fome 
propofitions (molt oppofite, as they conceived, to the 
Church of Rome), left undetermined by the Church, 
of England. Now Bifliop Bramhall laboured, in the 
Convocation, to have the correfpondence more accu- 
rate and entire ; and difcourfed with great modera- 
tion and fobriety, of the convenience of having the 
articles of peace and communion in every national 
Church worded in that latitude, that difl'enting per- 
fons, in thofe things that concerned not the Chriftian 
faith, might fubferibe, and the Church not lofe the 
benefit of their labours, for an opinion which perhaps 
they could not help ; that it were to be wifhed fuch 
articles might be contrived for the whole Chriftian 
world, but efpecially that the Proteftant Churches 
under the King's dominion might all fpeak the fame 
language ; and particularly, that thofe of England 
and Ireland being reformed by the fame principle and 
rule of fcripture, might confefs their faith in the fame 
form. Perfuaded by thefe arguments, the Convoca- 
tion drew up a canon, which is as follows : * For the 

* manifeltation of our agreement with the Church of 
1 England in the confeflion of the fame Chriftian 

* faith, and the doctrine of the facraments, we do re- 

* ceive and approve the book of articles of religion 

* agreed upon by the Archbilhops and Bifhops, and 

* the whole Clergy in the Convocation, holden at 

* London in the year 1562, &c. And therefore if 

* any hereafter fhall affirm, that any of thofe articles 

* are in any part fu peril itio us or erroneous, or fuch 

* as he may not with a good confeience fubferibe 

* unto, let him be excommunicated, and not abfolved 

* before he make public revocation of his error (14).' 
[K J An information exhibited againft him in the 

Star-Chamber.] The charge was, * That he was pre- 

* fent at Rippon when one Mr. Palmes had made 

* fome reflecting difcourfe upon his Majefty, and that 
s his Lordfhip had taken no notice of it, either to re- 
« prove him or inform againft him. 9 The words de- 

fervid 


(14) Life, 

p. 17, iS, 
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as above, p, 21, 
22. 
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Knt. Chief 
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ft) Life, &c. 
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(u) Ibid. p. 26, 

See below, note 
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ever, he foon cleared himfelf. After having received much honour from King Charles L 
and many civilities from Archbifhop Laud, and other great perfons, he returned to 
Ireland ; and with fix thoufand pounds, for which he fold his eftate in England (but 
brought over at feveral times), he purchafed another of good value, and began a plant- 
ation at Omagh, in the county of Tyrone. But the diftraftions in that kingdom hin- 
dered him from bringing it to perfection (q) ; for he was not without his fliare in the 
troubles that brought Ireland to the brink of deftruction. On the fourth of March 
1640-41, articles of high-treafon againft him, and feveral of the Prime Minifters of 
State (r), were exhibited by the Houfe of Commons to the Houfe of Lords in Ireland ; 
wherein they were charged with having confpired together to fubvert the fundamental 
laws and government of that kingdom, and to introduce an arbitrary and tyrannical go- 
vernment; to have pronounced many falfe, unjuft, and erroneous judgments, againft 
law, which had occafioned divers feditions and rebellions ; and to have laboured to fub- 
vert the rights of Parliament, and the ancient courfe of parliamentary proceedings (j). 
The Bifhop was then at Londonderry, when he received intelligence of this accufation, 
on the fixth of March. All his friends wrote to him to decline the trial, but he thought 
it difhonourable to fly. On the contrary,, he repaired to Dublin, and fliewed himfelf 
the next day in the Parliament-houfe, where his enemies flood ftaring upon him for a 
while, and then made him a clofe prifoner. But though all perfons were encouraged to 
contribute to his ruin, they found little to objeft, but his endeavours to retrieve the an- 
cient patrimony of the Church. Notwithftanding they examined all his anions with 
feverity, they could not fix the leaft tinfture of private advantage on him ; none of his 
relations, family, or friends, being one farthing the richer for any thing he had reco- 
vered to the Church. Not being able, therefore, to make any thing good on that head, 
they accufed him of having attempted to fubvert the fundamental laws. In this diftrefs 
he wrote to the Primate Ufher, then in England, for his advice and comfort [Z] ; who 
mediated fo effectually in his behalf with the King, that his Majefty fent a letter over 
to Ireland, to flop proceedings againft Bifhop Bramhall. But this letter was very flowly 
obeyed : however, the Bifhop was at length reftored to liberty, but without any public 
acquittal, the charge lying ftill dormant againft him, to be awakened when his enemies 
pleafed (/). Shortly after his return to Londonderry, Sir Phelim O c Neil contrived his 
ruin in the following manner : He directed a letter to him, wherein he defired, c that, 
€ according to their articles, fuch a gate of the city fhould be delivered to him/ ex* 
petting that the Scots in the place would, upon the difcovery, become his executioners. 
But the perfon who was to manage the matter, ran away with the letter. Though this 
defign took no place, the Bifhop found no fafety there. The city daily filling with dis- 
contented perfons out of Scotland, he began to grow afraid they would deliver him up. 
One night they turned a cannon againft his houfe to affront him ; upon which, being 
perfuaded by his friends to look on that as a warning, he took their advice, and pri- 
vately embarked for England. He went into York (hi re, where, by his example, his 
frequent exhortations from the pulpit, his inceflant labours with the gentry, and his pru- 
dent advices to the Marquis of Newcaftle, he put great life into the King's affairs. 
Moreover, he fent a confiderable prefent of plate to his Majefty at Nottingham, and 
compofed fome things in favour of the Royal caufe, of which we fhall give an account 
below (»). Thus he continued a&ive all the time of his being in England; that is, 
till the unfortunate battle of Marfton-moor : but, after that, the King's affairs being 
grown entirely defperate, the Bifhop embarked with feveral perfons of diftindtion, and 


ferved no very capital punifhment, if they had been 
true, being no more than, < That he feared a Seot- 
f tifh mift was come over their town becaufe the 
King had altered his lodgings from Rippon, where 
he had defigned them, to one Sir Richard Graham's 
houfe, not far from that place : But the Bifhop eafily 
cleared the whole company (15). 

[L] In this dijlrefs he wrote to the Primate U/her, 
then in England, for his advice and comfort. ~] Part of 
his letter to him was as follows : * It would have 

* been a great comfort and contentment to me, to 

* have rec ived a few lines of counfeU or comfort in 

* this my great affliction which has befallen me for 

* my zeal to the fervice of his Majeftie, and the good 

* of this Church, in being a poor inltrument to reftore 

* the ufurped advowzons and appropriations to the 

* Crown, and to encreafe the revenue of the Church, 

* in a fair juft way, alwaies with the confent of par- 

* ties, which did ever ufe to take away errors: but 

* now it is faid, to be obtained by threatning and 

* force. What force did I ever ufe to any? What 

* one man ever fuffered for not confenting ? my force 

* was only force of reafon and law. The fcale mud 

* needs yield when weight is put into it. And your 

* Grace knows to what pafs many Bifhoprics were 

* brought, &c. (See above, note [F]) how the 
1 Chantries of Ardee, Dondalk, &c. were employed 


(t) See the Ar* 
tide? at length, 
printed in 164 ft 
4'0. 


to maintaine Priefh and Fryers, which are now the 
chief maintenance of the incumbents. In all this, 
my part was only labour and expence ; but I find 
that lofles make deeper impreffion than benefits. I 
cannot Hop men's mouths, but I challenge the world 
for one farthing I ever got either by references or 
Church-preferments. I fly to your Grace as an an- 
chor at this time, when my friends cannot help me. 
God knows how I have exulted at night, that day I 
had gained any confiderable revenue to the Church, 
little dreaming that in future times that act mould 
be queftioned as treafonable. I never took the oath 
of Judge or Counfellor, yet do I not know wherein 
I ever in all thofe pa/Tages deviated from the rule of 
Juftice, &c* — This letter is dated April 26, 164.1 • 
Archbifhop Ufher, in his anfwer, has thefe words : 
I afTure you, my care never flackened in foliciting 
your caufe at Court, with as great vigilancy as if it 
did touch mine own proper perfon. I never inter- 
mitted any occafion of mediating with his MajefHe 
in your behalf, who ftill pittyed your cafe, acknow- 
ledged the faithfulnefs of your fervices both to the 
Church and to him, avowed that you were no more 
guilty of treafon than himfelf, and afTured me that 
he would do for you all that lay in his power, &c. 
(16)/ 

landed 
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BRAMHALL. 

landed at Hamburgh, July 8, 1644 (w) [M]. Thence he went to Bruffcis, where he 
continued for the moft part till jjhe year 1648, with Sir Henry De Vic, the King's Refi- 
dent, preaching conftantly every Sunday, and frequently adminiftering the fa eminent. 
The Englifli merchants of Antwerp, ten leagues thence, ufed to be monthly of his audi- 
ence and communion, and were his beft benefaftors. In the year 1648 he returned into 
Ireland ; and after having undergone feveral dangers and difficulties [N], narrowly 
efcaped thence in a little bark [0]. On his arrival in foreign parts, Providence fup- 
plied him with a confiderable fum of money, of which he greatly ftood in need (x) ; for 
having had feven hundred pounds long due to him, for falmon caught in the river Bann 
(y) y and fent abroad, which debt he looked upon as loft:, he was now fo fortunate as to 
recover it, which proved a feafonable relief both to him and to many Royalifts that par- 
took of his generofity. During this fecond time of his being abroad, he had many dis- 
putes about religion with the learned of all nations, fometimes occafionally, and at 
other times by appointment and formal challenge 5 and wrote feveral things in defence 
of the Church of England (z). He, likewife, purpofed to draw a parallel between the 
liturgy of the Church of England, and the public forms of the Proteftant Churches ; and 
for that end defigned a journey into Spain \ but he met with an unexpected diverfion in 
his firft day's journey into that kingdom (a) [P]. At the fame time, there was a great 
friendfhip and correspondence between him and the Marquis of Montrofe, whole caufe 
he often recommended to the favour and juftice of foreign Princes (£). Upon the re- 
ftoration of the Church and Monarchy, Bifhop Bramhall returned to England (r) \ and 
was, from the firft, defigned for fome higher promotion. Moft: people imagined it 
would be the archbifhopric of York \ but at laft he was appointed Archbifhop of Ar- 
magh, Primate and Metropolitan of all Ireland (d) [i^ ], to which he was tranflated the 
eighteenth of January 1660-61 (<?). Not long after, he confecrated, in one day, Dr. 
Margetfon, Archbifhop of Dublin ; Dr. Pullen, ofTuam; and the following ten Bi- 
fhops, Dr. Boyle, Bilhop of Cork ; Dr. Parker, of Elfin ; Dr. Jeremy Taylor, of 
Down ; Syng, of Lymerick ; Price, of Leighlin ; Baker, of Waterford ; Wild, of 
Deny Lefsly, of Dromore ; Worth, of Killalow ; and Hall, of Killala. The ce- 
remony was performed in the cathedral church of St. Patrick, Dublin, the Lords Jul- 
tices and Council attending (/). In this fame year he vifitcd his diocefe, where he 
found great diibrder; fome having committed horrible outrages, and many imbibed 
very ftrong prejudices, both againft his perfon and the dodtrine and difcipline of the 
Church : but by lenity and reproof, by argument, perfuafion, and long-fufFering, he 
gained upon them even beyond his own expectation. He ufed to fay, men mufl have 
fome time to return to their wits, that had been fo long out of them ; therefore, by his 
prudence and moderation he greatly foftened the fpirit of oppofition, and effectually ob- 
tained the point he aimed at (g) [/?]. As he was, by his place, Prefident of the Convoca- 
tion 
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(a) Life, &c. 
p. 33 ; and 
Works, p. 511. 

(b) L'fe, p. 29. 

(c) InOaober 

1660. 

Public intelli- 
gence, 4fo. 

(J) Ibid, p, 34* 


[M] And landed at Hamburgh July 8, 1 644.] 
Shortly after, at the treaty of Uxbridge, the Parlia- 
ments of England and Scotland made this one of 
their preliminary demands, That Bifhop Bramhall, 
together with Archbifhop Laud, &c. mould be ex- 
cepted out of the general pardon. This was accord- 
ingly done, in an ordinance of indemnity palled by 

(f) Dugdale^ the Rump-Parliament in 1652 (f). 

View, &c. [iV] And after having undergone feveral dangers and 

*• 74 ! » difficulties.'] All the while he was there,, he had his 

life continually in his hand ; being in perils by Irifh, 
in perils by his own countrymen, and in perils by 
falfe brethren. At Lymerick, the Earl of Rofcom- 
mon had fuch a fall coming down a pair of flairs, that 
he lived only fo long to declare his faith (at Bifhop 
BramhalPs inftance) as it is profefTed in the Church 
of England : which gave fuch offence to the Roman- 
ifts there, who would have reported he died a Papift, 
if he had not fpoken at all, that they threatened the 
Bilhop's death, if he did not fuddenly depart the 
town. At Portumnagh, indeed, he and fuch as 
went with him enjoyed afterwards more freedom 
under the Marquis of Clanrickard's protection, and 
an allowance of the Church-fervice : but, at the re- 
volt of Cork, he had a very narrow deliverance, 
which Cromwell was fo troubled at, that he declared 
he would have given a good fum of money for that 

(17) Life, as Irijh Canterbury (17). 

above, p. 27, 28, [O] Narrowly efcaped thence in a little bark."] This 
efcape of his is accounted very wonderful : for, the 
little bark he was in was clofely hunted by two of the 
Parliament-frigates, many of which were on that 
coafl ; and when they were come fo near, that all 
hopes of being faved were taken away, on a fudden 
the wind flackened into a perfect calm, and as it were 
flew into the fails of the little veflel, and carried her 

(iS) Ibid, p, 28, away in view (18). 

[P] But he met with an unexpected diverfion in his 
Vol. II. 


firjl day f s journey into that kingdom, .] For he no fooner 
came into the houfe where he intended to refrefh him- 
felf, but he was known and called by his name by the 
hoilefs. And his Lordihip admiring at his being dif- 
covered, fhe foon revealed the fecret, and fhewed him 
his own picture, and a flu red him there were feveral of 
them upon the road ; that being known by them, he 
might be feized and carried to the Inquifition ; and 
that her hufband, among others, had power to that 
purpofe, which he would certainly make ufe of if he 
found him. The Bifhop faw evidently he was a con- 
demned man, being already hanged in effi.gie, and 
therefore made ufe of the advertifement, and efcaped 
out of the power of that Court (19). (19) Life, as 

Archbijhop of Armagh , Primate and Metropolis above, p. 33. 
tan of all Ireland,] The author of his Life obierves 
(20), That ' no man could be more acceptable to the (20) Page 34, 
< Clergy there, becaufe none fo fit to repair the 

* breaches of the Church, by knowing to what part 
' every flone and every piece of timber belonged, as 
' this fkilful architect ; who, by affigning the proper 
4 place for every thing, had the fatisfaction to fee the 

* building rife fuddenly out of its afhes, without the 
c noife of hammer, or any contradiction ; the autho- 

* rity of his perfon and of his judgment filenced all 

* the oppofition which one of lefs veneration might 

* poffibly have met with. All men's expectations 
f were fixed on him ; and many of the prime Nobi- 

* Uty and Clergy in England, particularly the Queen 

* of Bohemia, congratulated the Church's happinefs 
c in his promotion.' 

[R] And effcclually obtained the point he aimed at.] 
We have one inflance of his prudence, in turning the 
edge of the moft popular objection of that time againft 
Conformity. When the benefices were called over at 
the vifitation, feveral appeared, and exhibited only 
fuch titles as they had received from the late powers, 
lie told them, * they were no legal titles, but in re- 
7 F ' gard 
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tion which met the eighth of May 1661, fo was he alio, for his merit, chofen Speaker of 
the Houfe of Lords, in the Parliament which met at the fame time [$]. And fo great 
a value had both Houfes for him, that they appointed Committees to examine what was 
upon record in their books concerning him and the Earl of Strafford, and ordered the 
charges againft them to be torn out, which was accordingly done. In this Parliament 
many advantages were procured, and more defigned, for the Church, in which Arch- 
bifhop Bramhall was very induftrious. Several of the Bifhops obtained their augmen- 
tations through his interceffion ; as likewife the inferior clergy the forfeited impropriate 
tithes ; and the whole Church all the advantageous claufes in the Afts of Settlement and 
Explanation. There were two bills, for the paffing of which he took great pains, but 
was defeated in both : one was, for making the tithing-table of Ulfter the rule for the 
whole kingdom the other, for enabling the Bifhops to make leafes for fixty years (h). f&Jtifc,&e.m 
About this time he had a violent ficknefs, being the fecond fit of a palfey, which was abovc,p ' 37 ' 3 ** 
very near putting an end to his life, but he recovered. Before his death, he was intent 
upon a Royal vilitation, in order to the correction of fome diforders he had obferved, 
and the better fettlement of Minifters upon their cures, by a more convenient diftribu- 
tion or union of pariflies, and the building of churches (/) :.but he could not put this, (\) ibu. p. 39i 
and fome other defigns he had formed, in execution. A little before his death he vifited 
his diocefe, and having provided for the repair of his cathedral, and other affairs fuitable 
to his paftoral office, he returned to Dublin about the middle of May 1663. The latter 
end of the month following, he was feized with the third fit of the palfey [T] y which 
quickly put an end to his life. By his wife, mentioned above, he had four children, a 
ion and three daughters. The fon, Sir Thomas Bramhall, Bart, married the daughter 
of Sir Paul Davys, Knt. Clerk of the Council, and died without iffue. Of the daughters ; 
the eldeft was married to Sir James Graham, fon to the Earl of Monteith ; the fecond to 
Alderman Foxteath of Drogheda ; and the third to Standifh Hartftrong, Efq. Among 
other benefactions, the Archbifhop left a legacy of five hundred pounds for the repair 
of the cathedral of Armagh, and St. Peter's at Drogheda (k). We fhall give an ac- fkj Uid. p- jg 
count of his works in the note [£/]. With regard to his perfon and character j he was * 2 » «» 

of 


(21) Life, 6fc. 
p. 35, 36. 

(22) Page 37. 


(23) Page 42. 


* gard he heard well of them, he was willing to make 

* fuch to them by inftitution and indu&ion ; which 

* they thankfully accepted of.'— But when he defired 
to fee their letters of orders, fome had no other but 
their certificates of ordination by fome Prefbyterian 
claffes, which, he told them, did not qualify them 
for any preferment in the Church. Upon this, the 
queftion arofe, « Are we not Minifters of the Gofpelf' 
To which his Grace anfwered, That is not the quef- 
tion ; at lead, he defired for peace fake, that might 
not be the queftion for that time. * I difpute not, 

* faid he, the value of your ordination, nor thofe afts 

* you have exercifed by virtue of it ; what you are, 
' or might be here when there was no law, or in other 

* Churches abroad. But we are now to confider our- 
c felves as a national Church limited by law, which 
1 among other ^things takes chief care to prefcribe 

* about ordination : and I do not know how you could 
1 recover the means of the Church, if any mould re- 

* fufe to pay you your tithes, if you are not ordained 

* as the law of this Church requireth ; and I am de- 

* iirous that (he may have your labours, and you fuch 

* portions of her revenue, as fhall be allotted you in 
1 a legal and afiured way.' By this means he gained 
fuch as were learned and fober (21), 

[S] Chofen Speaker of the Houfc of Lords, in the Par- 
liament which met at the fame time.] The author of his 
Life obferves (22), that it is not eafy to fay which of 
the two places he filled belt ; whether the Statefman 
or Divine mined with greater brightnefs. He had a 
judgment fo clear, and a fpeech fo plain and perfua- 
iive, that he could readily unravel any intricacy, and 
divide all the parts of the controverfy into their pro- 
per fides, fo.that the heavier fcale would eafily mew 
itfelf. In fhort, he fo moderated and ftatcd all qucf- 
tions that arofe, that few aflemblies can boaft of fo 
great an intereft being difputed with fo little noife 
(though there wanted not fome) in thofe kind of ar- 
guments wherein men are not ufually the moil filent. 

[7* The latter end of June he was feized with the 
third ft of the palfey. } He had then a trial for fome 
part of his temporal eftate, at Omigh, with Sir Aud- 
ley Mervyn, depending in the Court of Clalmes ; 
and there, ft the time of hearing, the third fit of the 
palfey fo f'mote him, that he funk in the Court, was 
carried out fcnfclefs, and continued fo till death 
ftm/hed his work. Had the caufe been unjuft, as the 
author of his Life ob ryes (23), or adjudged againft 
him, form cenlcrious fpirits would not have fpared to 


have made left-hand judgments from the circum- 
ftances of his death : but his right fo appeared on the 
argument, that he was a conqueror in his death, and 
viftory and honour waited on him to the grave. 

[U] We /hall give an account of his works, &C-] 
They were moft of them publifhed at different times. 
But they were all reprinted at Dublin, in the year 
1677, in one volume folio, under this title: * The 
f Works of the moft Reverend Father in God, John 

* Bramhall, D. D. late Lord Archbifhop of Ard- 
1 magh, Primate and Metropolitan of all Ireland. 

* Some of which never before printed. Collected into 

* one volume. To which is added (for the vindica- 

* tion of fome of his writings), an exact Copy of the 
f Records, touching Archbifhop Parker's Confecra- 
1 tion, taken from the Original, in the Regiftry of 

* the See of Canterbury. As alfo, the Copy of an 
' old Manufcript, in Corpus-Chrifti College, in 

* Cambridge, of the fame Subject.' This volume is 
divided into four tomes, or parts. Tome I. contain- 
ed the Difcourfes againft the Romanifts, viz. 1 . 1 An 

* Anfwer to M. De la Militiere, his impertinent De- 

* dication of his imaginary Triumph (intitled The 
s Viflory of Truth) ; or his Epiftle to the King of 

* Great Britain (King Charles II.), wherein he in- 

* viteth his Majefty to forfake the Church of Eng- 

* land, and to embrace the Roman Catholic Reli- 
' gion.' With the faid Militiere's Epiftle prefixed. 
This was firft publifhed at the Hague, in 16,4, izmo, 
but not by the author. The occafion of it was, 
That the Romanifts endeavoured to perfuade King 
Charles II. during his exile, to hope his reftoration, 
by embracing their Religion : and for that purpofe 
employed M. de la Militiere, Counfellor in Ordinary 

to the King of France, to write him this epiftle (24). (14) Life, STr. 
2. 1 A juft Vindication of the Church of England, as above, p. 29, 

* from the unjuft Afperfion of criminal Schifm. 3°» 
1 Wherein the Nature of criminal Schifm, the divers 

* Sorts of Schifmatics, the Liberties and Privileges of 
c National Churches, the Rights of Sovereign Ma- 
' giftrates, the Tyranny, Extortion, and Schifm of 

* the Roman Court, with the Grievances, Com* 

* plaints, and Oppofition of all Princes and States of 

* the Roman Communion of old, and at this very 
c Day, are manifefted to the View of the World.* 
Firfl printed at London, in 1661, 8<x>o. In this Dif- 

courfe he proves (25), That the feparation from the (25) Ch. ilL 
Court of Rome was not made by Proteftants, but 
Roman Catholics them felves : That the Britannic 

Churches 
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of a middle ftature and aftive, but his mien and prefence not altogether fo great as his 


Churches were ever exempted from all foreign jurif- 
didion for the firfl fix hundred years ; and had both 
furhcient authority and fufficient grounds to withdraw 
(*6)Ch. v. and their obedience from Rome (26). 3. 1 A Replication 
vi * * to the Bifhop of Chalcedon's [Richard Smith] Sur- 

* vey of the Vindication of the Church of England 

* from criminous Schifm, clearing the Englifh from 

* the Afperfion of Cruelty. With an Appendix, in 

* Anfwer to the Exceptions of S. W.' Printed at 
firfl, with A juft Vindication > &c. 4. * Schifm 

* guarded, and beaten back upon the right Owners. 

* Shewing, That our great Controverfie about Papal 

* Power, is not a Queftion of Faith, but of Intereit and 
4 Profit, not with the Church of Rome, but with the 

* Court of Rome, wherein the true Controverfie 

* doth con fill, who w°re the firfl: Innovators, when, 
■ and where, thefe Papal Innovations firfl began in 
' England, with the Oppofition that was made againfl: 

* them.' This is an anfwer to a book intitled, Schifm 
DiJ patched, by S. W. i, e. William Serjeant. And, 
among other things, our author proves, That the 
Pope hath no Iegillative nor judiciary power in Eng- 

(27) Se£l. I. land (27). 5. 4 The Confecration and Succeflion of 
ch. vijvii. < Proteitant Bifhops juftified. The Biihop of Du- 

' refme vindicated. And that infamous Fable, of 

* the Ordination at the Nag's-head, clearly confuted.' 
This is an anfwer to a calumny of two Jefuits, Fa- 
ther Talbot, and Father B , again It our author. 

And the Biihop of Durham here vindicated, is Bifhop 
Morton, who was charged by the fame Fathers, * in 

* 1640, when fome Preibyterian Lords pre fen ted to 

* the Upper Houfe a book, proving, that the Pro- 

* teftant Bifhops had no fucceflion or confecration, 

* and therefore were no Bifhops to have made 

c a fpeech againfl: that book ; and endeavoured to 
« prove fucceflion from the laft Catholic Bifhops, 

* who, by impofition of hands, ordained the firfl: 

* Proteftant Bifhops at the Nag's-head in Cheapfide.' 
— In oppofition to this, Biihop Morton, and fuch of 
the fpirituai and temporal Lords as were in the Houfe 
in 1640, and Hill living in 1658, made folemn pro- 
teflations (inferted in this book) c That no fuch book 

* was ever prefented, nor fuch a fpeech made by Bi- 

* fhop Morton.' — Tome II. Againfl the Englifh Sec- 
taries ; comprehends, 1. c A fair Warning to take 

* heed of the Scottifli Difcipiine, as being of all 

* others molt injurious to the Civil Magiftrate, moll 

* oppreffive to the fubjecl, mod pernicious to both.' 
Written in the beginning of the civil wars. 2. ' The 

* Serpent Salve : or, A Remedy for the biting of an 

* Afpe. Wherein the Obfervator's Grounds are dif- 

* cuffed, &c. 9 Written Dialogue- wife, and in vin- 
dication of King Charles I. Wherein the author en- 
deavours to prove, that power is not originally inhe- 
rent in, and derived from, the people, &c. Firfl 
printed in 1643. 3. * Bifhop BramhalPs Vindica- 

* tion of himfelf, and the Epifcopal Clergy, from 

* the Preibyterian Charge of Popery, as it is managed 

* by Mr. Baxter, in his Treatife of the Grotian Re- 
' ligion.' Tome III. Againfl Mr, Hobbes. 1. 4 A 

* Defence of true Liberty, from antecedent and ex- 

* trinfical Neceflity. Being an Anfwer to a late 

* Book of Mr. Thomas Hobbes of Malmfbury, in- 

< titled, A Treatife of Liberty and Neceflity.' Firfl 
printed in 1656, 4/0. 2. * Caftigations of Mr. Hobbes, 

< his laft Animadverfions, in the Cafe concerning Li- 

* berty and univerfal Neceflity.' Firfl printed in 
1658. 3. * The Catching of Leviathan : or, the 

* Great Whale, Demonftrating, out of Mr. Hobbes 

* his own Works, that no man who is thoroughly an 

* Hobbift, can be a good Chriftian, or a good Com- 

* monwealth's Man, or reconcile himfelf to himfelf, 

* becaufe his Principles are not only deflruttive to all 

* Religion, but to all Societies ; extinguifhing the 

* Relation between Prince and Subject, Parent and 

* Child, Mailer and Servant, Hufband and Wife ; 

* and abound with palpable Contradictions.' Tome 
< - JV. contains, 1. ' The Controverfies about the Sab- 

* bath, and the Lord's Day ; with their refpettive 

< Obligations ; clearly, fuccinftly, and impartially 
€ ftated, difcufled, and determined.' 2. 5 A Ser- 

* mon preached in York Minfler, before his Excel- 

* lency the Marquis of Newcaftle, being then ready 
( to meet the Scotch army, Jan. 28, 1643.' Printed 
firft at York, 1643. 3. 9 A Sermon preached at 

* Dublin, upon the twenty- third of April 1661, be- 
' ing the Pay appointed for his Majeflie's Corona- 


* tion ; with two Speeches made in the Houfe of 
■ Peers, the eleventh of May 1661, when the Houfe 
c of Commons prefented their Speaker.'' 4 4 The 

* right Way to Safety after Ship wrack : in a Sermon 
1 preached to the Honourable Houfe of Commons, irl 
c St. Patrick's Church, Dublin, June 16, 1661, at 
€ their folemn receiving of the blefled Sacrament.' 
5. * A fhort Difcourfe to Sir Henry de Vic, about a 
6 Paffage at his Table, after the chriftening of his 

* Daughter Anne Charlott ; of Perfons dying with- 

* out Baptifm (28).' 6. ' An Anfwer to two Papers (18) Seeabove, 
c brought him June the 19th, 1645, about the Pro- inthetextof 

1 teftants Ordination, Esfr.' 7. « Proteftants Ordi- this article ' 

' nation defended, cffr. or, An An Aver to the twen- 

« tieth Chapter of the Guide of Faith : or, The third 

' Part of the Antidote of S. N. Doctour of Divi- 

' ntty.'- He had, likewife, prepared an hundred 

fermons for the prefs, but they were torn by the rats 

before his death. M. 

* # * [If the idea of ecclefiaflical fubordination Had 
not been carried very high, Archbifhop Matthews 
would fcarecly have thought it a cenfurable thing for 
Mr. Bramhall to engage in a public difputation 
againfl the Papifts, without having previoufly afked 
the confent of his fuperiors. Not to mention that he 
was thirty years of age, and fully equal to the tafk, 
furely every Divine has a juft right to vindicate his 
principles as a Proteflant; without a particular per- 
miffion. 

The conduct of Bifhop Bramhall, in the Jrifh con- 
vocation of 1634, doth not feem entitled to any very 
extravagant applaufe. It was his aim to have the 
Articles of the Church of Ireland fornewhat lefs Cal- 
vin iltic a 1 ; and in the management of this affair he 
flie wed great ' dexterity,' as it is well exprefled by 
the ingenious author of the ConfeiTional (29). But (* 9 ) ConfeflW- 
the latter part of the canon, which is faid to have il* p* 249, note; 
been procured by our Prelate's arguments, is totally 
inconfillent with any proper regard to free enquiry, 
or any j uft fentiments of religious liberty. 

The itory of Biihop Bramhall's danger in Spain is 
very extraordinary : for unlefs he had done fomething 
relative to that kingdom, of which we have now no 
account, it feems fcarcely conceivable that fuch mea- 
fures fhould be adopted for apprehending him. 

The matter of re-ordination was a great difficulty, 
in the laft century, with many Nonconforming Di- 
vines, who were otherwife difpofed to come over to 
the Church of England. Scruples on this head were 
not confined to enthufiafts or bigots, but were enter- 
tained by feveral learned and fober, as well asconfei- 
entious men. The ecclefiaflical commiffioners of 
1689, propofed to admit of fome latitude in the af- 
fair ; and Archbifhop Bramhall had furniflied them 
with a precedent for fo doing, by the manner in which 
he had received fome Scots Pre/by ters into the 
Church. In the orders which he gave to Mr. Ed- 
ward Parkinfon, the following words were inferted ; 
" Non annihilantes priores ordines (fi quos habuit) 
fi nec validitatem aut invaliditatem eorundem deter- 

* minantes, multd minus omnes ordines facros eccle- 

* fiarum forinfecarum condemnantes, quos proprid 

* judici relinquimus, fed folummodo fupplentes quic- 
€ quid prius defuit per canones eccleiiae Anglicans 
' requifitum, et providentes paci ecclefiai, ut fchif- 
' matis tollatur occafio, et confeientiis fidelium fatif- 
1 fiat, nec ulli dubitent de ejus ordinatione, aut adtus 

* fuos Prefbyteriales tanquam invalidos averfentun 

\ In cujus rei teftimonium, t£c. (30)' It is plain, ( go ) Birch's 
from this inftance, as well as from others, that though LifeofTUlor- 
our Prelate coincided with Laud in many refpe&s, f° n # p- 176. 
and efpecially in his principles of civil government, 
he had, nevertheless, much greater moderation in re- 
ligious matters. The temper and prudence, like- 
wife, with which he conducted his defigns, for the 
intereft of the eftablifhed Church, were far fuperior. 

Archbifhop BramhalPs anfwers to Hobbes have 
been deemed very valuable; and perhaps it might 
not be amifs for the prefent difputants concerning li- 
berty and neceflity to look back to what he hath faid 
upon the fubjecl. 

Mr. Granger obferves, that Dr. Bramhall was one 
of the moil learned, able, and active Prelates of the 
age in which he lived, an acute difputant, and an ex- 
cellent preacher (31). J T. and K, 

cal Hift. Vol ix # 
p. 163, note, 

endowments ©awo edition^ 
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endowments of mind. His complexion was highly fanguine, pretty deeply tin&ured 
with choler, which in his declining years became predominant, and would fometimes 
overflow, not without fome tartnefs of expreflion, but it proceeded no farther (I). As % Q ™\\f£* 
he was a great lover of plain-dealing and plain-fpeaking(w), f° his converfation was free \ m ) bii Mw 
and familiar, patient of any thing in difcourfe but obftinacy ; his fpeech ready and in- 
telligible, fmooth and ftrong, free from affectation of phrafe or fancy, faying, it was 
a boyifti fport to hunt for words, and argued a penury of matter, which would always 
find expreflion for itfelf. His underftanding was very good, and greatly improved by 
labour and ftudy. As a fcholar, his excellency lay in the rational and argumentative 
part of learning. He was, alfo, well acquainted with Ecclefiaftical and other Hiftories ; 
and in the pulpit an excellent periuafive orator. He was a firm friend to the Church of 
England, bold in the defence of it, and patient in fuffering for it; yet he was very far 
from any thing like bigotry. He had a great allowance and charity for men of different 
perfuafions, looking upon thofe churches as in a tottering condition that flood upon 
nice opinions. Accordingly, he made a diftin&ion between articles neceflary for peace 
and order, and thofe that are neceffary to falvation ; and he often declared, That the 
Church was not to be healed but by general propofitions (//). (nj ibid, F 43 , 
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%* [BRAY (Sir Reginald) * was fecond fon of Sir Richard Bray, one of the 
Privy Council to King Henry VI. » which Sir Richard lies buried in the north aile of 
Worcefter cathedral (a). One of this family (which were Lords of Braie, or Bray, in 
Normandy) (£), came with William the Conqueror (r) into England, where they flou- 
rifhed in the counties of Northampton and Warwick (d) ; but Edmond, the father of 
Sir Richard, is ftyled of Eton Bray in the county of Bedford, which county they had 
reprefented in Parliament in 18 E. L and 6 E. II. (<?). In 1 R. III. this Reginald had a 
general pardon granted to him, probably on account of his having taken part with 
Henry VI., to whofe caufe he had a perfonal as well as hereditary attachment; being 
Receiver-general to Sir Henry Stafford (f)> who married Margaret Countefs of Rich- 
mond, mother to the Earl of Richmond, afterward King Henry VII. He continued 
in her fervice after the death of Sir Henry. When the Duke of Buckingham had con- 
certed with Morton, Bifhop of Ely (then his prifoner at Brecknock in Wales), the 
marriage of the Earl of Richmond with the Princefs Elizabeth, eldefl daughter of Edward 
IV., and the Earl's advancement to the throne, the Bifhop recommended Sir Reginald 
for the tranfadtion of the affair with the Countefs, telling the Duke he had an old 
friend with her, a man fober, fecret, and well-witted, called Reginald Bray, whofe 
prudent policy he had known to have compared matters of great importance; and ac- 
cordingly wrote to him in Lancafhire, where he then was with the Countefs, to come 
to Brecknock with all fpeed. He readily obeyed the fummons, entered heartily into 
the defign, and was very adtive in carrying it on ; and foon engaged Sir Giles Dau- 
beney (afterwards Lord Daubeney), Sir John Cheney, Richard Guilford, Efq; and 
many other gentlemen of note, to take part with Henry (g). After the fuccefs at Bof- 
worth, he gradually rofe into great favor with the King, who eminently diftinguifhed 
and liberally rewarded his fervices. His attachment to that Prince was fincere and un- 
remitted j and fuch were his prudence and abilities, that he never forfeited the confi- 
dence he had acquired, during an attendance of feventeen years on the moft fufpicious 
monarch of h^s time. He was made a Knight Banneret, probably at the battle of Bof- 
worth ; a Knight of the Bath at the King's coronation (h)> and afterwards a Knight of the 
Garter (*). In the firft year of the King's reign he had a grant of the Conftablefhip of 
the caftle of Oakham in Rutlandfhire, and was appointed joint Chief Juftice, with the 
Lord Fitzwalter, of all the forefts fouth of Trent (£), and chofen of the Privy Council 
(I). After this he was appointed High Treafurer {m)> Chancellor of the Duchy of Lan- 
cafter («), and High Steward of the univerfity of Oxford (0). At the Queen's corona- 
tion, the Duchefs of Norfolk, &c. fat at one fide-table ; at the other, Lady Ferrars of 
Chartley, Lady Bray, &cc(p). At the chriftening of Prince Arthur, Sir Reginald 
bore a rich fait of gold which was given by the Earl of Derby (q). He was amongft the 
Knights Bannerets when Henry, the King's fecond fon, was created Duke of York in 
1494 (r). In the 7th year of the King, he by indenture covenanted to ferve him in his 
wars beyond fea an whole year, with twelve men, himfelf accompted, each having his 
cuftrell and page, twenty-four demy lances, feventy-feven archers on horfeback, two 
hundred and thirty-one archers, and billes on foot twenty-four (j). In the 10th year 
he had a grant for life of the Ifle of Wight, caftle of Carifbrook, and the manors of 
Swainfton, Brixton, Thorley, and Welow, in that ifle, at the rent of 308 1. 6 s. 8 d. 
(/). Camden mentions the grant of the Ifle of Wight at the rent of 300 marks («). 
In June 1497 he was at the battle of Blackheath, when the Lord Audley, having joined 
the Cornifh rebels, was taken prifoner ; on whofe execution and attainder, his manor of 
Shire Vachery and Cranley in Surry, with a large eftate there, was given to Sir Regi- 
nald. He. received many other marks of the King's bounty and favor, and died 5th 
Auguft 1503, poflefled of a very great eftate ; notwithftanding which, and his activity 
as a Minifter, under a Monarch whofe love of money was the caufe of great and juft 
complaints amongft the people, hiftorians call him the Father of his Country, a fage 
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and grave perfon, a fervent lover of juftice; and one who would often admonifli the 
King when he did any thing contrary to juftice or equity (w). That he fhould do this, 
and the King ftill continue his fevor, is an ample proof of the fenfe which his Sovereign 
entertained of his fervices and abilities. He appears to have taken great delight in ar- 
chitecture, and to have had no fmall fkill in it, as he had a principal concern and direc- 
tion in building Henry Vllth's chapel in Weftminfter-abbey, and in the finifhing and 
bringing to perfection the chapel of St. George at Windfor, to which he was a liberal 
benefaftor in his lifetime, and* for the completion of which he made farther provifion 
by his will (x). His arms, creft and device (R B.) are exhibited on the cieling of the cha- 
pel atWindfor inmanyplaces, and in the middle of the fouth aile is a fpacious chapel eredted 
by him, and ftill called by his name, in which alfo, by his own particular direction, he was 
interred, though his executors negledted to erect a tomb for him, as he defired. Per- 
haps they thought his merit would be the moft lading monument. It is fuppofed that 
he is buried under the ftone which covers Dr. Waterland ; for, on opening the vault for 
that gentleman, who died in 1740, a leaden coffin, of ancient form and make, was 
found, which by other appearances alfo was judged to be that of Sir Reginald, and was, 
by order of the Dean, immediately arched over with great decency (y ). He was of 
great devotion, according to the piety of the times, and a bountiful friend* in his life- 
time, to many churches. In one of the letters mentioned in the notes, John, abbot of 
Newmynfter in Northumberland, addrefles him as founder of the monaftery of Pipwell 
(in Northamptonfhire) ; but this muft be on account of fome donations, as that houfe 
was founded by William Boutevileyr in 1 143 (2). In 1494, being then High Steward 
of Oxford, he gave 40 marks to repair the church of St. Mary's, in a window of which 
were the figures of him and his wife kneeling, their coats of arms on their backs, re- 
maining in 1584 (tf). The Dean and Chapter of Lincoln, in recompence for his fer- 
vices to them, receive him and my Lady his wife to be brother and filter of their Chap- 
ter, and to be partakers of all fuffrages, prayers, mafles, fallings, alms-deeds, and 
other good deeds, whatever they be, done in the faid Church, both in their lives and 
after their deceafes (3), The Prior of the Cathedral Church of Durham receives him in 
like manner (7). In a fouth window of the Priory Church of Great Malvern in Wor- 
cefterfliire, were the portraits of Henry VII., Elizabeth his Queen, Prince Arthur, Sir 
Reginald Bray (d), John Savage, and Thomas Lovell, Elquires, with their coats of arms 
on their armour, and the following words underneath ; f Orate pro bono ftatu nobilif- 
€ fimi et excellentiffimi Regis Henrici Septimi et Elizabeths Reginas, ac Domini Arthur i 
f Principis filii eorundem nec non prasdileftiffimas confortis fuse, ac fuorum trium mili- 
c turn The portraits of the King and Sir Reginald remained in 1774, and are en- 

graved in Mr. Strutt's View of the Arms and Habits of the Englifh, Vol. II. Plate 60. 
The others have been broken and deftroyed. He had no iiiue, and his elder brother 
John having only one daughter married to Sir William Sandes, afterwards Lord Sandes 
of the Vine, he left the bulk of his fortune to Edmund, eldeft fon of his younger bro- 
ther John (for he had two brothers of that n'ame). This Edmund was fummoned to 
Parliament in 1530, as Baron of Eaton Bray 5 but his fon John Lord Bray dying without 
iflue in 1557, the eftate was divided amongft fix daughters of Edmund. Sir Reginald 
left very confiderable eftates to Edward and Reginald, younger brothers of Edmund : 
From Edward the manor of Shire Vachery and Cranley, above mentioned, has de- 
fcended to the Rev. George Bray, the prefent owner, 1778. Reginald fettled at Bar- 
rington in Gloucefterfhire, where the male line of that branch became extinft about 
thirty years ago. Some extracts from Sir Reginald's will are added, in the note 
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£J] Are added in the note.] Sir Reginald, by his will, 
dated 4th Auguft 1503 (now in the Prerogative Of- 
fice of Canterbury), gives fixty fhil lings to every houfe 
of Friars in England, to fay a trentall of mafles for 
his foul in the year he mould die, and another trentall 
the next year. He gives 200 1. to the Friars of Guide- 
ford, where his mother Joan was buried, to pray for 
his foul, and thofe of Richard his father, and Joan 
his mother, to be paid them at 10 1. a year for twenty 
years. 

He gives to his wife Catherine, for life, his ma- 
nors of Southmorton in Berks, Staunden in Berks 
and Wilts, Chelcheth in Middlefex, and lands and 
tenements there, and his eftate in Eafl, Weft, and 
South Harting and Rogate in Suifex, and half his plate. 

He recites, That he has in his keeping Elizabeth 
and Agnes, daughters and co-heirs of Henry Lovell, 
and wills that one mall be married to one of his ne- 
phews, fon of his brother John, and the other to an- 
other of his nephews, fon of his faid brother John, 
which his executors fhould pleafe. After his wife's 
death, he gives the eftate? fo devifed to her for life, 
and alfo his manors and lands in Suficx which he 
bought of Sir William Radmyll, to his nephews who 
mould marry the faid Elizabeth and Agnes, in inoi- 

Vol. II. 


eties in tail, with crofs remainders over j remainder 
to the heirs male of his brother John. 

He gives his manors of Fry folk, Eaft Widhay, and 
Quidhampton, in Southampton, to his nephew Ri- 
chard Andrews and Elizabeth his wife in tail, re- 
mainder to the heirs male of his brother John. 

His manors, lands, &c. (except as above) in Mid- 
dlefex, Bedford, Bucks, Northampton 4 Warwick^ 
Oxon, Berks, EfTex, Surry, Gloucefter, and Somer- 
fet, he gives to his nephew Edmund, fon of his bro- 
ther John, when he comes to the age of twenty-one, 
in tail male, fo long as any of his name and blood 
fhould remain, remainder to his niece Margery, wifd 
of Sir William Sands. 

He directs his body to be buried in the chapel ori 
the fouth fide of the church of cUr Lady and St; 
George in the caftle of Windfor, which he had new- 
made for that intent ; and alfo in honour of Almighty 
God, tf)Y. he wills that his executors after his de- 
ceafe fhould, with his goods and the iftues and profits 
of his lands and tenements, make and perform the 
new works of the body of the faid church, and tho- 
roughly finifh them according to the form and intent 
of the foundation, in ftone-work, timber, lead, iron, 
and glafs, and all other things heceflary, and that 
7 G they 
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they ihould caufe a tomb to be made for him in the 

faid chapel. 

He gives forty marks a year to the Dean and Ca- 
to diftribute thirteen pence every day to thir- 


teen poor men or women at the door of the faid cha- 
pel. He makes Smyth, Bilhop of Lincoln, and 
others, executors. 


nons, 


BRAY (Thomas), Doftor of Divinity, an eminent, learned, and pious Divine of 
the XVIIch century, was born at Marton in Shropfhire, in 1656. His parents were 
perfons of good reputation, and inhabitants of that place {a). His infancy dil'covering CO 
promifing parts, he was early fent to the fchool at Ofweftry, in the fame county. His the Rev. Mr. 
clofe application to fchool-learning foon qualified him for a remove, and determined his- J^**™*' 
parents to dedicate him to religion and learning: accordingly, he was entered of Hart- 
hall in Oxford. Here he foon made a confiderable proficiency in Divinity, as well as 
other fludics neceflary for the profefiion for which he was intended : but, labouring 
under the common disadvantages of a narrow fortune, his tircumftances not permitting 
a longer refidence at Oxford, he left the univerfity foon after he had commenced Ba- 
chelor of Arts (£). Much about this time he entered into Holy Orders; and the firft (t<) MM* 
parifh wherein Providence placed him to exercife his fpi ritual function, was near Bridge- 
north in Shropfhire, his native county, from which curacy he foon removed into War- 
wickfhire, officiating as Chaplain in Sir Thomas Price's family, of Park-hall, and had 
the donative of Lac Marfin given him by Sir Thomas, which proved a very advantage- 
ous change of fituation for him ; for living now in the neighbourhood of Colefhill, his 
exemplary behaviour, and diftinguifhed diligence in his calling, introduced him into 
the acquaintance of Mr. Kettlewell, Sir Charles Holt, and the Lord Simon Digby. One 
incident which contributed to eftablifh his charafter at this jundure, was his preaching 
the affize fermon at Warwick, on which occafion Mr. Bray, though but young, ac- 
quitted himfelf to the fatisfaftion of the whole audience, particularly the Lord Digby, 
v/ho was afterwards pleafed to honour him with many proofs of his friendfhip and 
efteem, recommending him to the worthy and honourable patronage of his brother, 
the late Lord Digby [/f], who fome time after gave him the vicarage of Over-Whit- 
acre in the fame county, fince augmented by his patron's uncommon generofity of en- 
dowing it with the great tithes. In the year 1690, the reftory of Sheldon being va- 
cant, by Mr. Digby Bull's refufing to take the oaths at the Revolution, his Lordfhip 
preferred Mr. Bray to it; which preferment he held till about a quarter of a year before 
his death, when he refigned it by reafon of his advanced age, and the known worth and 
abilities of his appointed fucceflbr (c). Dec. ri, 1693, he took his Matter of Arts de- 
gree in Hart-hall, in the univerfity of Oxford (d). In this parifh of Sheldon he com- 
pofed his Catechetical Leftures, a work which met with general approbation and en- 
couragement [6], the publication of which, the firft-fruits of his piety and learning, 
Ox7"ra y Vrfm m drew him out of his rural privacy to London, and introduced him into a more confpi- 
»6*9 to j 7i 6. cnous and remarkable fcene of adlion : for the reputation Mr. Bray had acquired by 
thefe Catechetical Ledlures, and the other fliining qualities with which he adorned his 
function, immediately determined Dr. Compton, Bilhop of London, to pitch upon 
him as a proper perfon to model the infant Church of Maryland, and eftablifh it upon 
a folid foundation [C]. Accordingly, in April 1696, he propofed to Mr. Bray to go 
on the terms of having the judicial office of Commiifary, valued, as was reprefented to 
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[^] Recommencing him to the worthy and honourable 
patronage of his brother the late Lord Digby. ~] For Mr. 
Bray eiteemed it not the leaft honour and happinefs 
of his life to be preferred by fuch a patron as Lord 
Digby, who was never determined by any other 
confideration, in the difpofal of prefentations, than 
of chufing the moll ufeful perfons to fervc in the 
church, and fuch as he was perfuaded would make 
the difcharge of their duty the ultimate end of their 
views ; an obfervation not a little to Mr. Bray's cre- 
dit, as well as to the honour of Lord Digby, in 
an age wherein mofl patrons arc governed by party- 
zeal, felf-interell, or the powerful folicitations of 
friends and relations. Of this Mr. Bray was fo truly 
fenfible, that he never mentioned his noble benefactor 
without the utmoft gratitude for his own obligations, 
and profoundcit veneration for all his excellent qua- 
lities. His Lordfhip, on the other hand, fhewed the 
great efteem he had for Mr. Bray, by not only pre- 
fenting him with the livings of Over-Whitacre and 
Sheldon, but by augmenting and endowing the firft, 
for his fake, with the great tithes ; as laudable and 
uncommon an example, as his difintereftednefs in his 
prefentations. 

[B\ His Catechetical Leclures, a work which met 
with general approbation and encouragement.] Thefe 
were fo well received, and generally circulated, that 
three thoufand proved not too great a number for the 
firft im predion. It was efteem ed by many of the firft 
diftin&ion in the Church, as the moil accurate per- 


formance extant on that fubjeel, and was dedicated to 
that learned pi elate William Lloyd, then Bifhop of 
Litchfield and Coventry, by whofe perfuafion, and 
even authoritative injunctions y it was publifhed (i), and 
of whofe favour and efteem Mr. Bray had a more than 
ordinary (hare. There was foon a demand for the 
fecond impreflion, by both of which, at a very rea- 
fonable price, he cleared upwards of feven hundred 
pounds ; nor had he room to doubt of a much greater 
advantage from the fucceeding parts, fo fail did the 
fubfciiptions come in for the fecond volume, which 
was in the prefs, but was fuperfeded for another un- 
dertaking. 

[C] Determined the Bijhop of London to pitch upon 
him to model, &c] In the year 169 1 and 1692, the 
then Governor and Aflembly of Maryland divided 
that province into parifties, and eftabliftied a legal 
maintenance for the refpeciive minifters. In the 
month of October 1695, they took into confideration 
the expediency of having fome one Clergyman to pre-* 
fide over the reft ; and, in order to fupport fome fuch 
fuperintendant CommifTary or Suffragan, they una- 
nimoufly agreed in a petitionary aft to their then Ma- 
jefties King William and Queen Mary, to annex for 
ever the judicial ofiice of CommifTary, before in the 
difpofal of the Governor, to that which is purely ec- 
clefiaftical, and at the appointment of the Bifhop of 
London, to whom they wrote to defire him to fend 
them over fome unexceptionable experienced Clergy- 
man for the intended office (2). 

4 him, 
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him, at four hundred pounds per anmm> conferred upon him, for his fupport in that 
( e ) The Month- fervice (e). Mr. Bray, difregarding his own inrereft, and the great profit which 
Fcbwuy^jio!* Would have arifen from finifhing his Courfe of Le6tures on the plan he had formed, 
foon determined, in his own mind, that there might be a greater field for doing good 
in the Plantations, than by his labours here. Being, therefore, always willing to be 
fo difpoied of in any ftation, as fhould appear molt conducive to the fervice of God's 
Church, he no longer demurred to the propofal, than to inquire into the ftate of the 
country, and inform himfelf what was moft wanting to excite good Minifbers to em- 
bark in that defign, as well as enable them moft effe&ually to promote it. With this 
view he laid before the Bifliops the following confideracions : — That none but the poorer 
fort of clergy could be perfuaded to leave their friends, and change their native country 
for one fo remote that fuch perfons could not be able fufficiently to fupply them- 
felves with books ; that without fuch a competent provifion of books, they could not 
anfwer the defign of their million ; — that a library would be the beft encouragement td 
ftudious and lbber men to undertake the fervice ; and that, as the great inducement to 
himfelf to go, would be to do the moft good of which he could be capable, he therefore 
propofed to their Lordrhip;, that if they thought fit to encourage and aflift him in pro- 
viding parochial libraries for the Minifters that fhould be lent, he would then accept of 
the CommifTary's office in Maryland. This propofal for parochial libraries being well 
approved of by the Bifhops, and due encouragement being promifed in the profecution 
of the defign, both by their Lordfhips and others, he let himfelf with all poffible appli- 
cation to provide Miftionaries, and to furnifh them with libraries, intending, as foon as 
he fhould have fent both, to follow after himfelf (f). But, upon his accepting of this f/j The Life of 
employment of Commiifary of Maryland, it fell to his fhare to folicit at home whatever Dr « Bra y> 
other matters related to that Church, more particularly to the fectlement and eftablifh- 
mtnt thereof, which, with qther matters conducing to the good and welfare of the 
Church, he laboured to promote with unwearied diligence, and lpared neither expence or 
trouble. Of this the reader may find more particulars in note I D], But, above all, it 
was his greateft care, to endeavour to fend over to Maryland, and the other colonies, pious 
men, of exemplary lives and converiations and to furniih out thofe whom he had 

a hand in fending, with good libraries of necelfary and ufeful books, to render them 
capable of anfwering the ends of their million, and imtrufting the people in all things 
nece/Tary to their falvation : and thefe truly found him employment enough, though, 
on account of the more than ordinary fervice inch a magazine of divine knowledge 
might be of, he could never be brought to regret the" undertaking, however chargeable 
as well as laborious it proved: one half of either coft or pains in which it engaged 
him, muft have difcou raged any one, lefs fenfible to the impreflions of a religious zeal* 


[D] It fell to bis fliare to folicit , Sec] It happened, 
that the law for the eftablilhm :nt of the Church of 
Maryland, having been fent over for the Royal alien t, 
was rejected on account of a clnufe, whereby it was 
enacted, that the great Charter of England Jhould be 
kept and obferved, in all points, within the faid pro- 
vince , being a claufe of another nature than was let 
forth in the title of the faid law: and the Bifhop of 
London having obtained, at Council, that inftruc- 
tions Ihould be given to have another bill formed, and 
patted into an adt, with promife that it fhould be con- 
firmed, if formed and pa/Ted according to thefe in- 
itruclions, Mr. Bray, with the advice of his Lordfhip, 
and others well (killed in Plantation affairs, got a bill 
drawn up according to the inftru&ions, and tranfmit- 
ted it to Maryland to be re-enacted in the fucceeding 
Afiembly. 

In the mean time, till the return of the new aft 
from Maryland, to be confirmed by the Sovereign, 
he was wholly and fully employed, under the Bifhop 
of London, in enquiring out and providing Mifliona- 
rics to be fent into that province, on a prefumption 
that the eftablifhment of the Church might be at laft 
obtained ; and aifo into the other colonies on the con- 
tinent of America, and into moft of the illands, fe- 
veral of which had never before enjoyed any Handing 
(3>TheL; f eand miniftryO). 

D:figns of Tho- j n t ^ e vear 1696, the law for eftablifhing and en- 
mi$Bra >; D. D. j ovving tne Church, was re-enafted in Maryland, and 
came over a fecond time to the Lords CommhTioners 
of Trade, together with a moft humble addrefs, to be 
prefented to his Majefty in behalf of the faid law, re- 
queuing the Royal confirmation. But it being found, 
that this fecond law alfo, contrary to the inftruclions, 
contained in it a claufe of a different nature, by de- 
claring all the lavjs in England to be in force in Mary- 
land, it was thought advifeable not to folicit the Royal 
a/Tent to it, as being fure it would be rejected for the 
fame reafon as the former, and then the Church's 
maintenance would wholly drop j and, in the mean 


time, it being promifed at Court, that the then law, 

fuch as it was, mould remiia unrepealed till another 

mould be fent over, agreeable to the Royal inftruc- 

tions, the Do&or (f) wrote to the Province to have it ff ) Mr. Bray 

reviled and re-eiaded, according to the former in- had then takert 

ftruilions, fignify.ng to them, that otherwife it would his Doctor's 

never pafs. de S ree « 

[E] But above all, it was his great ejl care to endea- 
vour to fend over to Maryland, and the other Colonies 9 
pious men of exemplary lives and converfatio7isS\ Of 
thefe we mail, in this note, prefent our reader with 
an inftance or two. Among other Millenaries fent at 
this time with Libraries, Mr. Bray procure J, and 
prefented to the Bifhop of London, two men as pious 
and happy in their conduct, as could have been 
found; one, Mr. Clayton, fent to Philadelphia in 
Penfylvania; the other, Mr. Marfhal, fent into 
Charles-Town in Carolina. Neither of thefe vv :rthy 
perfons found, at their entrance, above fifty (of the 
Communion of the Church of England) to make up 
their congiegation, and yet both approved themfelves 
fo well to the inhabitants of their refpe&ive places, 
that in two years time the congregation at Philadel- 
phia, the metropolis of the Quakers, was increafed to 
J even hundred, and an handfome church was erected; 
and at Charles-Town, to nearly as many ; where, 
out of refpect to Mr. Marfhal, a new brick houfe for 
his better accommodation, a fine plantation, with a 
perpetual ftock of two Negro fervants and two 
cows, with 150/. a year, were fettled upon him, and 
his fucceflbrs, for ever. Both thefe worthy perfons 
died in about two years after their arrival, of conta- 
gious diftempers, which they had taken in the execu* 
tion of their duty, and in vifiting the fick, leaving moft 
amiable characters behind them. The libraries Mr. 
Bray fent with thefe gentlemen, continue to their 
fucceflbrs ; and he did, at feveral times afterwards, 
procure and make confiderable additions to them, 
as he did to moft others both in America and 
Africa (4). (4) Life, ©V. of 

r Thomas Bray. 

from d,b>, 
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from profecuting it. His only comfort was, that the libraries he had begun and ad- 
vanced more orlefs in all the provinces on the Continent, and in moft of the i (lands of 
America, as alfo in the factories in Africa, did not only ferve the then Minifters with 
whom they were firft fent, but by the care of fome of the governments, and by Ads of 
Aflembly, fettling the rules he had prefcribed for their ufe and prefervation, they might 
be alfo of advantage to many fucceeding generations* The fenfe of the clergy and inha- 
bitants, with refpeft to this, was teftified by the folemn letters of thanks, returned him 
from the Aflemblies of Maryland, from the veftries of Bofton and Baintrie in New 
England, from Newfoundland, Rhode I (land, New York, Philadelphia, North Caro- 
lina, Bermudas, and by the acknowledgments of the Royal African Company, on ac- 
count of thofe procured for their factories. About the fame time it was, that the 
Secretary of Maryland, Sir Thomas Lawrence, with Mr. Bray, waited on the then 
Princefs of Denmark, in behalf of that province, humbly to requeft her gracious ac- 
ceptance of the Governor's and country's dutiful refpefts, in "having denominated the 
metropolis of the province, then but lately built, from her Royal Highnefs's name, 
Annapolis : and Mr. Bray being foon after favoured with a noble benefa&ion from the 
fame royal hand, towards his libraries in America, he dedicated the primier library in 
thofe parts, fixed at Annapolis, and which has books of the choiceft kind belonging to it, 
to the value of four hundred pounds, to her memory, by the title of the Annapolitan Li- 
brary^ which words were inlcribed on the feveral books, as well in gratitude to her 
Majefty, as for the better prevention of lois or embezzlement (g). Another defign was f j The Life 
alfo fet on foot, much about the fame time, by Dr. Bray, having a reference to fome ^ Dr. Bray, 
fervice at home as well as abroad, which was to raife lending libraries in every 
deanery [F] throughout England and Wales, out of which the neighbouring Clergy 

might 


[F] To raife lending libraries in every Deanery."] 
Dr. Bray may, perhaps, be here ccnfured for con- 
cerning himfelf in carrying on this affair at home, at 
the fame time that he was engaged to promote a fo- 
reign charity. But the good man's inducement to it, 
as he has been heard to declare, was, firft, becaufe 
having never, for his own part, enjoyed in the 
Church what would enable him to furnifti himfelf 
with a fufficient ftock of neceflary and ufeful books, 
to qualify himfelf for his profefljon ; he became, 
thereby, more fenfible of the wants of his brethren in 
like circum fiances. Secondly, That in his folicita- 
tion, for benefactions to libraries in the Plantations, 
he often met with anfwers to this effect : That we had 
poor cures, and poor parfons enough in England, 
and that charity began at home. Now he thought it 
not amifs to ftrike the nail that would drive, and to 
give fuch anfwerers an opportunity of exercifing their 
beneficence to the Church, in the way to which they 
were molt inclined ; and, therefore, without the leaft 
interruption of his endeavours for the Plantations, he 
fet on foot this defign alfo at home : and as thofe li- 
braries were intended for the Clergy to meet and 
confer in, rather than their private houfes, which 
would caufe «Kpence, or public houfes, which, be- 
tides the expence, might give fcandal ; fo if the fame 
topics were made the fubj eel of their converfatlon, as 
tad been refolved on in the firft: library of that kind, 
which was founded by a noble Lord, his neighbour 
and patron already mentioned, the Doctor could not 
imagine what could be better purfued, in order to 
keep the country Clergy to their rule, and clofe to 
their duty, and thereby to advance their character 
and reputation, and to create a due veneration towards 
them. The refolutions they formed were thefe : That 
they will meet in the library monthly, or oftner, to 
confider, or confer upon ways and means of aug- 
menting the fame with the belt books ; alfo to con- 
fult upon the bell methods of furnifhing the common 
people with fmall practical and devotional trails ; of 
principling the children and youth with catechetical 
mftructions ; for erecting fchools for the education of 
poor children ; of getting the laws put in execution 
again ft profanenefs and immorality ; and by what 
other means they can beft difcharge their paftoral care 
and duty, and promote public good : And, in order 
to their better knowledge of the duties of their func- 
tion, and forming no other refolutions but what fliall 
be agreeable to the conftitution of our Church, that 
at every meeting they will read over fome part, 
and that fucccflively, till they fliall go through the 
whole, of their ordination vows, of the articles, ru- 
fericks, and canons of the Church, of the royal in- 
junctions and proclamations, and acts of Parliament, 
ordered to be read in churches, thofe efpecially agajnft 
profanenefs and immorality j and, laftly, the grades 


of enquiry exhibited at both epifcopal and archidia- 
conal vifitations, and that as well to furrfifh them- 
felves with proper and fuitable matter for their 
converfation there, inftead of news and other im- 
pertinences, as the better to know their duty, and 
take the beft meafures about it. 

Now, had Dr. Bray had nothing farther in view in 
his eflay, to promote neceflary and ufeful knowledge, 
at home as well as abroad, than to reprefent the re- 
ferable want of books among the parochial Clergy 
throughout the kingdom, the ill confequences of fuch 
want both to themfelves and people, and the eafieft 
method to fupply it by means of lending libraries, 
one, at leaft, in every Deanery, which, if placed la 
fome market-town neareft the centre, the neighbour- 
ing Clergy and others might, without farther trou- 
ble than the fending on a market-day, by their own, 
or a neighbour's fervant, borrow, at any time, the 
book they wanted -> this alone considered, it feems to 
be a moft land;&Ie defign, and the faccefs it has met 
with is fuch, that there are not many diocefes in the 
kingdom, where libraries of this kind are not more or 
lefs advanced. 

But, in truth, he had fomething farther in view, 
than his defign of having public libraries for the pa- 
rochial ^ Clergy in every Deanery; which was, to 
reduce into practice, and to reftore more and more by 
degrees, the ancient ufe of rural Deans, and the jurif- 
diclion pertaining to their refpeclive Deaneries, where* 
by, as an excellent difcipline was formerly maintained 
in our Church, fo it might be again, in a good mea- 
fure, revived. 

Indeed, whoever mall confider the aacient confti- 
tution of our rural Deaneries, as reprefented in a* 
extract the Doctor has made from fome of our Anti- 
quaries, and how admirably they were fitted for good 
difcipline, and fliall compare that with what is alrea- 
dy found practicable in the Clergy's meeting at their 
libraries, fpoken of above, he will be apt to con- 
clude, that as her ancient difcipline is the Church of 
England's wifh, and defire of all good people ; fo 
no means feem more likely -to -*e ft ore if, than the 
having libraries in our feveral rural Deaneries for the 
Clergy to meet in, where they mny act to fuch pur- 
pofes, and according to fuch powers, as mull be al- 
lowed them. 

The Doctor obferving alfo, that the MifBonaries 
were often detained feveral weeks, and fometimes 
months, in our fea-ports, before they could go off; 
more efpecially in time of war, when not only the- 
want of wind, but of convoys, occafioncd fuch ftay ; 
and reflecting upon it, as of confequence to them, to 
have a library in each of the fea-ports, where they 
ufually embark, in which they might ftudy during 
their Hay on fhore ; and this not only that they might 
lofe no time towards their better improvement, but 
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might borrow the books they had occafion for, and where they might confult upon mat- 
ters relating to their function, and to learning. Upon this, many lending libraries were 
founded in feveral parts of the iflngdom, befides above a hundred and fifty parochial 
ones in Great Britain and the Plantations, from ten to fifty pounds value, thofein South 
Britain being afterwards fecured to poiterity, by an Aft of Parliament palled for that 
purpofe in 1708 (*). Soon after, upon the repeated inftances of the Governor and 
fome of the country, Mr. Bray was at the charge of taking the degree of Doftor of 
Divinity, which degree, though it might be of fome ufe, with refpeft to his having a 
better refpeft paid to the Church as well as himfelf, did, however, then but ill com- 
port with his circumftances. He took his degrees of Bachelor of Divinity, and Doc- 
tor, together, by accumulation, not of Hart-hall where he was entered, but of Mag- 
dalen-college, Dec. 17, 1696 (b). Soon after, the better to promote his main defign 
of libraries, and to give the Miflionaries direftions in profecuting their theological 
ftudics, hepuMiftied two books, one intitled, Bibliothcca Parochialis \ G\\ or, 4 Scheme 

of 
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to prevent alfo the expence and fcandal to which they 
might be expofed, by fatmtring away their time in 
coffee-houfes, or, perhaps, Iefs fober places; but, 
could they have a library in each of thofe ports, to be 
in all the time they could fpare from their meals, and 
where they might recreate themfelves, after hard 
ftudy, with the converfation of their brethren, whe- 
ther. Fellow-MilTionaries, Sea-Chaplains, or other in- 
genious paifengers or perfons ; and were the ufe of 
thofe libraries itrictly enjoined them at their depar- 
ture, he prefumed, fcarcely any thing could contri- 
bute more to the advantage and reputation of our 
Miffions and Million aries, the ports being generally 
very loofe places, and dangerous for young men to 
abide in long, and where, without employment, and 
a fuitable retirement, they will be much expofed to 
fuch temptations as will ftain their characters. Upon 
this confideration, and prefuming withal, that if the 
foundation of fuch fea-port libraries were once laid 
but by a few books, it would be no great difficulty 
to obtain fuch confiderable additions from the bene- 
factions of fea-officers, who are ufually generous 
enough, as well as from other gentlemen, if the 
Clergy in fuch places would be zealous and active in 
promoting the defign ; he formed proper propofals 
for the raifing fuch'libraries, obtained fome benefac- 
tions towards making a beginning, and took with 
him fome books to depofit for that purpofe, in each 
port that mould happen in his way : and being de- 
tained in three feveral places in his voyage to Mary- 
land, he experienced himfelf the fir ft ufe of thofe li- 
braries he had before projected. He accordingly put 
the defign in execution in each of them, at 
Grave/end, Deal, and Plymouth. He alfo made a be- 
ginning towards eflablilhing parochial catechetical 
libraries in the ille of Man. 

And now we are upon this head of libraries, we 
fhall confider how far he was alfo the inrtrument of 
eftablifhing them in feveral of the meaner cures of 
England and Wales. 

In 1703, Dr. Bray publifhed an ElTay, to mew the 
incompetent provifion in many parifhes, through a 
greater part of the kingdom, to enable the Clergy to 
inftruct the people; upon which, this excellent work 
of founding libraries, begun by him, was counte- 
nanced, and brought to perfection, by the patronage 
of the Legiflature : for an act of Parliament palled in 
the feventh year of Queen Anne, intitled, An Ad for 
the better prefervat ion of parochial libraries in that part 
of Great Britain called England (5). Sir Peter King, 
afterwards Lord Chancellor, was the gentleman 
who brought the bill into the houfe, one equally 
diftinguifhed by his knowledge in Chrifcianity, and 
zeal for it. 

[G] Bibliotheca parochialis.'] This book being a 
judicious performance, and of great ufe, efpccially 
to the Clergy, has been much bought up ; and, not- 
withftanding there was a fecond edition of it in 1707, 
is at prefent a little hard to be met with. One of his 
chief defigns in this work, as well as making it a fort 
of common-place book for the ufe of the Clergy and 
others, was in order, as we hinted in the text, to 
promote the forming and erecting of libraries of three 
forts, or degrees, both at home and abroad, viz. ge- 
neral, decanal or lending, and parochial libraries 
(7), How far this defign had been already advanced, 
and how practicable it was to bring it to perfection, 
was intended to have beert added to it in a prefatory 
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account (8), fetting forth alfo the hiftory, nature, 
and ufe of libraries : but thefe articles making a good 
many lheets, were too much to be added to the fe- 
cond edition of this firft volume, as it was already 
fwelled, by great additions, to a very large octavo ; 
and as the nature and defign of this book had already, 
in a good meafure, been underftood and explained, 
by means of the introduction prefixed to the firft edi- 
tion : they were, therefore, deferred to be prefixed 
to the fecond volume, which he tells us (9), was, in 
a manner, ready for the prefs. However, we do not 
find he ever publiihcd it, though he has given us 
twenty pages, in an analytical table, of all the heads, 
both general and particular, or a complete view of 
the contents of it, which are the feveral fpecies, or 
forts, of hiftory, viz. Civil, EccLfeaJlical, Literary, 
Perfonal or Biography ; Topographical \ fecret, fabulous, 
various, and mifcellaneous Hijlory appendant to each, 
taking in, as preparative, Geography , Voyages, Tra- 
vels, and Chronology (10). Having mentioned Bio- 
graphy here, it cannot be thought improper, in a Paroch. chap, 
work of this nature, to quote a paflage from him, in vau 
which he gives us his fentiments of it with refpect to 
religion. 

* It will be generally agreed by all who are con- 

* vcrfant in books, that there is no part of hiftory 
4 more ufeful and entertaining than Biography ; or, 
4 the lives of perfons eminent in any way or profef- 

* fion : But it is certain, when the lives of perfons of 
4 any rank or ftation, either in Church or State ; or, 
4 indeed, thofe of inferior condition, who have been 
4 illuftrious for their uncommon virtue, arid more 
4 exalted piety ; come to be drawn out by a fkilful 
4 hand, wherein their conflicts with an evil world, 
4 their triumphs over the various and mighty tempt- 
4 ations of it, and their conduct through all the dif- 
4 ficulties of their ftation in it ; when thefe come to 
1 be advantageoufly fet forth, and propofed for imi- 
4 tation, they will unqueftionably afford great light 
4 in fleering the courfe of our own lives : they muft 

* kindle noble defires in us to a virtuous emulation, 
4 and yield us a powerful fupport under our fore ft 
4 trials, by letting us fee, that When we are opprefTed 
4 with fufferings, and croffed in the worthieft under - 
4 takings, we are not yet the moft forlorn and for- 
4 faken men, fince others, who have gone before us, 
4 have fuftained a like trial of afflictions. Andj 
4 laftly, thefe furnifh a noble apology for the Chri- 
4 flian religion againft our modern libertines ; fince 
4 the greateft difficulties, they upbraid it withal, do 
4 appear, from thofe examples, to have been fur- 
4 mounted ; and the fever eft rules of piety are thereby 
4 demonftrated to be not only practicable, but plea- 
4 fant. Nay, they will teach us, with St. Paul, to 
4 rejoice in fufferings, through which our bleffed Lord 
4 himfelf was made perfect (n).' 

But to return. It feems a matter of no fmall fur- 
prize, that this fecond volume was never publifhed, *9 
as he tells us the firft edition of the firft volume had 
found fo kind a reception from the public, as to occafion 
the fecond imprejfion to be very much defer ed and enquired 
for (12). And what he has publifhed at the end of 
this analytical table, looks as if he had ftiil farther 
defigns than a fecond volume. It runs thus : 
Part XL 

* Or, Bibliotheca Parochialis Concionatoria. 
Vol. L 

4 will be the fcheme of a library properly parochial ; 

7 H 4 wherein 


(n) Bibliotheca 
Paroch. p. 28, 


{it)Md. The 
end of the Ad- 
vert! fement to 
the reader. 
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ft) Bray's Bib- 
Hotheca Paro- 
chialism title- 
page, 1707. 


(h) The Life 
and Defigns of 
Dr. Thomas 
Bray, p. 16. 


(+) Monthly 
Chronicle for 
Feb. 1730, 
*• 33- 


(m) The Mi- 
nutes of the So- 
ciety before, 
and at the time 
of the incorpo- 
ration. 


Ufilbid. The 
laft page of the 
Analytical Ta- 
ble of the fecond 
Volume, 
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of fuch theological and other Heads ; as feem requifite to be perufed, or occafionally confuHed 
by the Rev. Clergy, together With a Catalogue of books, which may be profitably read on each 
of thofe Points, &c. (1). The other, Apoflolic Charity, its Nature and Excellency conji- 
dered, in a Difcourfe upon Daniel xii. 3. preached at St. Paul's, at the Ordination of feme 
Protefiant Mijfionaries to be fent into the Plantations. T 0 which is prefixed, A General View 
of the EngliffO Colonies in America, in order to Jhew zvhat Provifion is wanting for the Propa- 
gation of Chrifiianity in thofe Parts, together with Propofals for the promoting the fame, and 
to induce fuch of the Clergy of this Kingdom, as are Perfons of Sobriety and Abilities, to accept , 
of a Mijjion (k). During this interval, viz. in the year 1697, a bill being brought into 
the Houfe of Commons to alienate lands given to fuperftitious ufes, and to veft them in 
Greenwich Hofpital, he preferred a petition to the Houfe, that fome fhare thereof 
might be appropriated for the propagation of the true religion in the Plantations, and 
that the fame fhould be veiled in a body politic, to be erefted for that purpofe; which 
petition was received very well in the Houfe, and a fourth part of all that fhould be dis- 
covered, after one moiety to the difcoverer, was readily and unanimoufly allotted by 
the Committee for that ufe, it being thought by far more reafonable, to appropriate 
fome part, at lead, of what was given to fuperftitious ufes, to ufes truly pious, than 
altogether to other, though charitable, purpofes : but the bill was never fuffered to be 
reported. In the year 1698, failing of a public and fettled provifion by law, for carry- 
ing on the fervice of the Church in Maryland, and the other plantations, he addreffed 
his Majefty for a grant of fome arrears of taxes due to the Crown; and fome time after, 
was obliged to be at the charge and trouble of going over to the King in Holland, to 
have the grant completed. The recovery of thefe arrears of taxes was reprefented as 
very feafible and very valuable, and alfo without any grievance to the fubjeft : but as 
they proved troublefome to be recovered, fo they were fcarcely of any value (/). All fijmd^ t i 7t 
defigns failing of getting a public fund for the propagation of the Gofpel in foreign l8i 
parts, he thereupon formed a defign, of which he then drew the plan, of having a Pro- 
teflant congregation, pro fide propaganda, by charter from the King. But things did 
not feem ripe enough to encr ge him to proceed at that time in the attempt, and fo 
he laid it afide till a more fa\_ ble opportunity. However, to prepare the way for 
fuch a charter-fociety, he foon after made it his endeavour, to find worthy perfons ready 
to form a voluntary fociety, both to carry on the fervice already begun for the Planta- 
tions, and to propagate Chriftian knowledge as well at home as abroad, hoping after- 
wards to get fuch a fociety incorporated (+). This he laid before the Bifhop of London, 
in the year 1697, and a Society was conllituted on this plan 3 and though the defign of 
having them incorporated by charter could not then be brought to bear, yet they ftill 
fubfifted and afted as a voluntary fociety. But their number and benefactions at laft 
increafing, a different conftitution, and more extenfive powers, appeared neceflary, for 
the fuccefs of the undertaking : application was, therefore, made by Dr. Bray, to his 
then Majefty King William, for his royal charter. The Doctor's petition to his Maje- 
fty, with other papers relating to the corporation to be erected for the propagation of 
the Gofpel in foreign parts, was read May 5, 1701, and his Majefty's letters' patent, 
under the great-feal of England, for erefting a corporation, by the name of The Society 
for the Propagation of the Gofpel in foreign Parts, was laid before the Society, and read the 
ninth of June following (m). See Dr. Bray's petition, and more of this, below in 
note [#]. He received no advantage all this time from his Commiflary's place in Ma- 
ryland ; 


* wherein will be exhibited, a view of fuch theologi- 

* cal heads, as feem more peculiarly requifite to be 

* well ftudied by every pallor of a pari ill : Together 

* with a catalogue of books, which will be read upon 
6 each of thofe points.' 

vol. n. 

* will be a fcheme of concionatory Divinity : Or, a 

* feries of all the points in Theology both doclrinal 
' and moral, neceflary to be preached upon : And 
1 thofe digefted withal in fuch order, as they do natu- 

* rally lie : Together with the moft confiderablc tracts 
e and difcourfes, both ancient and modern ; and the 
< molt valuable fermons which have been written 
' upon the fame (13).' 

[//] Dr. Bray's petition to bis Majefty, and other 
things, relating to the Society for propagating the Gofpel A 

To the King's molt excellent Majefty, the humble 
petition of THOMAS BRAT, D. D. 

Humbly fheweth, 

* AT the number of the inhabitants of your 

* Majefty's Provinces in America, have, of late 

* years, greatly increafed ; that in many of the Co- 
1 Ionies thereof, more efpecially on the Continent, 

* they are in much want of inftrudlion in the Chri- 
e ftian Religion, and in fome of them, utterly defti- 

* tute of the fame, they not being able, of them- 
' felves, to raife a fufficient maintenance for an 


* orthodox Clergyman to live amongft them, and to 
■ make fuch other provifion, as fhall be neceflary for 

* the propagation of the Gofpel in thofe parts. 

| Your petitioner farther fheweth, that upon his 
f late arrival in England from thvnce, and his mak- 
f ing known the aforefaid matters in this city and 
' kingdom, he hath great reafon to believe, that 
' many perfons would contribute, as well by legacy, 
' as gift, if there were any Body Corporate, and 
" of perpetual fucceftion, now in being, and efta- 
bllflied in this kingdom, proper for the lodging of 
1 the faid legacies and the grants therein. 

1 Now forafmuch as your Majefty hath already been 
: gracioufly pleafed to take the Hate of the fouls of 
your Majefty's fubjefts in thofe parts, fo far into 
confidcration, as to found and endow a royal col- 
lege in Virginia for the religious education of their 
youth, your petitioner is thereby the more encou- 
raged to hope your Majefty will alfo favour any like 
defigns and ends, which fhall be profecuted by pro- 
per and effectual methods. 

6 Your petitioner, therefore, who has lately been 
among your Majefty's fubjefts aforefaid, and has 
feen their wants, and knows their defires, is the 
more emboldened humbly to requeft, that your 
Majefty would be gracioufly pleafed to iflue letters 
patent, to fuch perfons as your Majefty fhall think 
fit, thereby conftituting them a Body Politic 

c and 
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ryland; neither v/as any allowance made him at home, or preferment given him, to 
fupport the charge ofliving altogether in town, to folicit the eftablifhnrient and endow- 
ment of the Church of Maryland, and to provide Miflionaries for that, and all the 
colonies on the Continent; which, excepting Virginia, lay upon him; all the benefac- 
tions that were received being to be laid out to raife them libraries, which alfo he did 
fafter than money came in to anfwer the charge. This being obferved by fome of his 
friends, they endeavoured to perfuade him to lay his defign of going abroad afide, and 
take two good preferments that were then offered him at home, of as good or better value 
than what was propofed to him in Maryland, viz. that of Sub-Almoner, and the dona- 
tive of Aldgate in the City of London. But he declined all offers that were inconfiftent 
with his going to Maryland, as foon as it fhould become proper for him to take that 
voyage. By the year 1699, having waited upwards of two years for the return of the 
A6t of Religion from Maryland, with fuch amendments as would render it without 
exception at the Court of England (/;) ; and it being prefumed by his fuperiors, that it 
would be requifite the Do6lor fhould now haften over, as well to encourage the paffing 
of that Aft in their Afiemblies, as to promote other matters for the fervice of religion 
there, it was fignified to him from them, that they would have him take the opportunity 
of the firft fliip : and indeed, the Doftor having, by this time, tried all ways he could 
think of, and done all he was able to do here, to ferve thofe parts ; and according to 
propofal having provided Maryland, as alio many other colonies, with a competent 
number of Miflionaries., and furnifhed them with good libraries, to be fixed in the 
places where they were lent, to remain there for ever; he was himfelf eager to follow, 
and did fo accordingly, even in the winter, though he had no allowance made him to- 
wards his charge of the voyage, and the fervice he was to do; but was forced to difpofe 
of his own fmall effefts, and raife money on credit to fupport him (<?). With this poor f*; Life of Dr. 
encouragement, and thus, on his own provifion, he took the voyage, December 16, Dra y>P- 2 - 
1699, and let fail from the Downs the twentieth of the fame month; but was driven 
back into Plymouth-found on Chriftmas-eve, and remained in harbour almoft all the 
holydays, where his time was not unufefully fpent, in the recovery of a tolerable library 
there out of duft and rubbifh, which was alfo indebted to him for a benefa£lion of books ; 
and where he left a propofal for taking in fubferiptions to make it a fea-port library, for 
the ufe of Miffionaries and Sea-Chaplains, as well as others. After an extremely tedi- 
ous and dangerous paffage, the Dodlor arrived at Maryland the twelfth of March, 
where not being fo much concerned at his own, as the Church's, unfcttlement, he ap- 
plied himfelf immediately and wholly to repair the breach made in the fettlement of 
the parochial clergy ; in order to which he confulted, in the firft place, the Governor, 
whom he found ready to concur in all proper methods for the re-eftablifhment of their 
maintenance. Before the next Affembly, which was to be in May following, he fent 
to all the clergy on the weftern fhore, who only could come together in that feafon, to 
be acquainted from them with the difpofition of the people, and their fentiments on this 
occafion, and to advife with them what was proper to be done, in order to difpofe the 
members of the Affembly to re-enaft their law next meeting. Soon after he had dif- 
miffed the clergy, he made his parochial vifitation, as far as it was poffible for him at 
that feafon ; in which vifitation, he met with very lingular refpeft from perfons of 
the beft condition in the country, which the Doctor, by a happy conduct (of which he 
only was not fenfible), turned to the advantage of that poor Church. During the fef- 
fions of the Affembly, and whilft the re-eftablifhment of the Church wr.s depending, he 
preached very proper and feaibnable fermons, and all of them with a tendency to incline 
the country to the eftablifhment of the Church and Clergy j all which were fo well re- 


* and Corporate, and to grant them, and their 

* fucceflbrs, fuch powers, privileges, and immuni- 

* ties, as your Majefty, in your great wifdom, fliall 

* think meet and neccflary for effecting the aforefaid 

* ends and defigns, 

and your petitioner mail ever pray, 

THOMAS BRAT, 

Whitehall, April 7th, 1701. 

c His Majefty having been moved upon this peti- 
■ tion, is gracicufly pleafed to refer the fame to Mr. 

* Attorney or Mr. Solicitor General, to confider 

* thereof, and report his opinion, what his Majefty 

* may fitly do therein ; whereupon his Majefcy will 

* declare his further pleafure. 

J A. FERN ON.' 

The gentlemen who compofed that venerable bo- 
dy, were fo fenfible how much was owing to the zeal 
and folicitations of the Doclor, that it was rcfolved, 
that thanks fhould be returned him, for his great care 
and pains in procuring the grant of the faid letters. 
If this Society is now enabled, by a revenue arifing 
from occafional benefactions, and fettled endowments, 
to fupport a number of Miffionaries, School-m afters, 


8 


and Catechiftsj for the propagation of ChrifHanity in 
foreign parts, the zealous labours of Dr. Eray muft be 
remembered with gratitude and honour, to which it 
owes its eftablifhment. One pamphlet has done turn 
juftice in the account of the origin of the incorporated 
Society, remarking, that it took its rife from the inde- 
fati gable endeavours of a reverend Clergyman nmn li<v~ 
i?ig ( Dr. Bray J to promote Chriftian knowledge in our 
foreign Plantations (14). Thefe gentlemen have fince 
increafed to a confiderable body, and no fmall good 
has been done, as they affifted him in fending libra- 
ries abroad ; and as they have difperfed numbers of 
excellent books among our fleets and armies, raifed 
charity-fchools in and about the city, and promoted 
the fame, by their correfpondence, in feveral parts of 
the kingdom. Several thoufand Pfalters, ten thou- 
fand New Teftaments, with great numbers cf Cate- 
chifms, fhort hillories of the Bible, and molt fort of 
godly and religious books, have been printed by it 
for the ufe of the eaftern Churches. Several of thefe 
have been fent over, and gratefully received, and this 
kingdom hath thereby had an opportunity of reftor- 
ing, in fome meafure, the light of the Gofpel, both 
in Syria, Arabia, and Egypt, and alfo in thofe coun- 
tries from whence we firft received it. 

ceived, 


(14^ A Letter 
from a refiding 
Member of the 
Society of Lon- 
don for promot- 
ing Chriftian 
Knowledge, to 
a correfponding 
Member in th* 
coun'ry. 
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ceived, that he had the thanks of the Afiembly, by meflfages from the Houfe, for them, 
and for the fervice done to that Church and province (p). The Doctor was providen- (p) Life of Dr. 
tially on fnch good terms with the Afiembly, that they ordered the Attorney-General Bray ' p '" 9, 
to advife with him in drawing up the bill; and that he himfelf might be the better ad- 
vifed in that cafe, he fent for the moft experienced clergy within reach, to fuggeft to 
him, what, upon their own and their brethren's experience, they found would be of 
advantage to them and the Church, to be inferted in, or left out of it ; by which means 
the conftitution of that Church has much the advantage of any in America. It may not 
be amifs to obferve in this place, that as well during the General Court or Affize, which 
preceded the Afiembly and lafted thirteen days, as during the feflions of the AfTembly 
itfelf, he was under a neceflity of much civil, but chargeable, entertainment of the gen- 
tlemen of the province, who univerfally vifited him; a charge, however, which he 
thought requifite as circumftances then were, that he might ftrengthen his intereft in 
them, the better to promote the eftablifhment of the clergy's maintenance. The bill 
being prepared, paffed with a nemine conlradicente \ but it was on all hands declared and 
confefled, that it was very providential that Dr. Bray came into the country at that junc- 
ture [/]. Soon after the Afiembly was up, the CommilTary cited the whole clergy of 
the province to a general vifitation at Annapolis, to beheld May 22, 1700. At the clofe 
of this vifitation, the clergy taking into confideration, that the oppofition of the Quakers 
againft the eftablilliment of that Church would in all probability continue, lb as to get 
the law for its eftablifhment fo lately re-en atted, annulled again at home; they entered 
into debates, whether it would not be of confequence to the prefervation and final fet- 
tlement of that Church, that the Doftor fhould be requefted to go home with the law, 
( 9 )Sce the Arts and to folicit the Royal Aflent (q). It had been before voted, at the palling the bill in 
lltu^hnt on the Houfe of Burgefles, that he fhould be defired to requeft his Grace of Canterbury, 
and the Biftiop of London, to favour that good law, by obtaining his Majefty's royal 
aflent to it with all convenient fpeed ; and the members who gave him an account of 
palling their vote, told him withal, that it was the general opinion of the Houfe, that 
he could be moft ferviceable therein by waiting perfonally on their Lordfhips, rather 
than by letters, in which he could not crowd all that might be necelTary to be reprefented 
concerning the then ftate of the Church, and the neceflity, at that time, of their utmoft 
patronage : and it was in debate, Whether this fliould not be the defire of the Afiembly : 
but it was thought too unreafonable a requeft from them, who were fenfible of the great 
danger and fatigue he had already been at in the fervice of that province, as they had a 
few days before acknowledged by a meflage of thanks from that Houfe (r). Such were (r) The Life 
the fentiments of the members of the Afiembly, as to the neceflity of his coming home ™ d '^ gn ^ 
to folicit the eftablifhment of that Church ; and the clergy meeting at their vifitation, v ? H !* h 
fome weeks after, as they had time to know more fully the fenfe of the province upon 
it; fo they reprefented to him, as the earneft defire of the more fenfible perfons through- 
out the country, as well as of the Aficmbly-men, that he fhould go over with the law 
for England ; being aware that the Quakers would this time openly, and the Papifts 
covertly, make the utmoft efforts againft the eftablifhment of that Church, by falfe re- 
prefentations at home of the numbers and riches of their party, and by infinuating, 
that to impofe upon them an eftablifhed maintenance for the clergy, would be preju- 
dicial to the intereft of the province, by obliging fo many wealthy traders to remove 
from thence; the falfity of which, or any other fuggeftions, they thought him beft able 
to make appear, by the information he had gained from this vifitation. There were alfo 
many other advantages to the Church in thofe parts, which they propofed by his coming 
home at that time, which were urged as reafons for it (s) ; upon the confideration of all CO Seethe a As 
which, though there was no provifion could be made there to fupport him in that oUhcVlf,utlon ' 
charge, and the Commiflary's office would alfo yield him no profit, it not being tenable 
by the law of the country but by one refiding in it, yet upon the confideration of much 
public good, he determined himfelf, and took his voyage foon after. He was no fooner 
arrived in England, but he found their apprehenfions in Maryland not ill grounded j 
for the Quakers forthwith beftirred themfelves fo exceedingly, that it was amazing to 
fee what prejudices they had quickly raifed in thofe who had then the cognizance of Plant- 


[/] But it <was on all bands confejfed and declared \ 
that it wo as very providential that Dr. Bray came into 
the country at that junclure.] For it was looked upon 
as a difficult attempt, to have that law re-enadted, 
after two repulfes at home ; it being contrary to the 
inftru&ions given with all Governors, that when a 
law has been reverfed at home, a bill of the fame na- 
ture fliould be again palled in any of their Aflemblies ; 
and confidering alfo the interefts of the people to be 
raifed of the forty per poll, and the bad humour the 
country was* brought into by infinuations of the 
Quakers and Papifts, and the difcouragement thofe 
who were well affected to the Church met with, in 
having their laudable endeavours, for its eftablifh- 
ment and fupport, fo often repulfed. All thefe 
things confidered, it was often univerfally owned, 


that had not the Doctor come in when he did, the 
eftablifhment would fcarcely have been fo much as 
attempted, much lefs have fucceeded. It was un- 
doubtedly defigned by the Quakers, to put the great- 
cft flur upon this new Church, and totally to difcou- 
rage any farther ftrugglings to preferve it from falling, 
that they contrived not only to have the Law for its 
eftabliftiment annulled, juft before the Commiflary's 
going for Maryland, but that they fent a Quaker 
with the order of Council in the very flup with him ; 
which, however, rather contributed to its eftablilh- 
ment ; for the conduct of the Quakers, in that con- 
trivance, raifed a great indignation in the friends to 
the fettlement; and the Doctor's prefence did not a 
little animate them to attempt its reiteration anew. 

ation 
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rttion affairs, and what formidable computations they gave in of the clergy's charge to 
the country; which fuggeftions, when they were found to ftick even with fome that 
feemed weil-affedted to that Chuish, Dr. Bray refuted, by a printed memorial, repre^ 
fenting truly the ftateof the Church of Maryland, to the full fatisfadion of all to whom it 
was communicated. Happy was the province of Maryland in having its concerns ma- 
naged, at this critical juncture, by fuch an able and indefatigable agent [/f]. The 
Quakers oppofkion to the eftablifhment now depending, was carried by united coun- 
cils and contributions ; but the Dodtor refuted their fpecious objections by unanfwerabl6 
reafons, and placed the affair in fuch an advantageous light, that his Majefty decided, 
without any appearance of hefitation, in the Church's favour, and gave the royal aflfcnt 
in thefe remarkable words : Have the Quakers the benefit of a toleration ? let the Ejlablt/foed 
Church have an ejlabli/hed maintenance. This chargeable and laborious undertaking hav- 
ing fwallowed up the Doftor's own fmall fortune, Lord Weymouth generoufly prefented 
him with a bill of 300/. for his own private ufe, a large portion of which the Doftor 
devoted to the advancement of his farther defigns- Though he was vefted with the cha- 
racter of Commiflary, yet no fhare of the revenue propofed was annexed to ft 3 and this 
difappointment, though injurious in the higheft degree, was not made by him either 
matter of complaint there, or of remonftrance here : nay, his generofity even induced 
him to throw in two films of fifty pounds each, that were prefented to himfelf in Mary- 
land, towards defraying the charges of their libraries and law. But his generofity and 
indefatigable endeavours to promote the intereft of the Church, together with the fuc- 
cefs which attended all his meafures, for completing and perfecting the polity and efta- 
blifhment of it, would fwell this account too much, for which reafon we fhall refer the 
reader to the places where he may find thofe heads treated of more at large' (/). After 
the return of Dr. Bray from thence in 1701, he publifhed his Circular Letters to the 
Clergy of Maryland, a Memorial, reprefenting the prefent ftate of religion on the Con- 
tinent of North America, and the A£ts of his Vifitation held at Annapolis ; for which he 
had the thanks of the Society above mentioned. Not only the Bifhop of London ap- 
proved entirely of all thefe transactions, but alio the Archbifhop of Canterbury declared, 
that he was well fatisfied with the reafons of Dr. Bray's return from the "Weft-Indies, 
and added, that his miflion thither would be of the greateft confequence imaginable to 
the eftablifhment of religion in thofe parts. In 1706, he had the donative of St. Botolph 
without Aldgate offered him again, which he then accepted of, worth about 150 pounds 
per annum by furplice fees and voluntary fubferiptions (*), only eight pounds per annum 
being allowed by the impropriator («). In the year 17 12, the Doctor printed his Mar- 
tyrology ; <?r, Papal Ufurpation, in folio. That nothing might be wanting to enrich and 
adorn the work, he eftablifhed a correfpondence with learned foreigners of the firft dif- 
tinction, and called in the a Alliance of the molt eminent hands. This work confifts of 
fome choice and learned treatifes of celebrated authors, which were grown very fcarce, 
ranged and digefted into as regular an Hiftory as the nature of the fubject would admit. 
He propofed to compile a fecond volume, and had, at no fmall expence and pains, 
furnifhed himfelf with materials for it; but he was afterwards obliged to lay thejprofe- 
cution of his defign afide, and bequeathed by Will his valuable collection of Martyrolo- 
gical Memoirs, both printed and manufcript, to Sion college. He was, indeed, fo 
great a m after of the Hiftory of Popery, that few authors could be prefumed able, with 
equal accuracy and learning, to trace the origin and growth of thofe exorbitant claims 
which are made by the See of Rome. He was happily formed by nature both for the 
active and for the retired life. Charity to the fouls of other men, was wrought up to 
the higheft pitch in his own : every reflection on the dark and forlorn condition of the 
Indians and Negroes, excited in his bofom the mod generous emotions of pity and con- 
cern. He conceived nothing fo defirable, as to be the inftrument of recovering thofe 
loft fheep, and bringing them into the fold of their heavenly paftor. His voyage to 
Holland, to folicit King William's protection and encouragement to his good defigns, 
and the proofs he gave of a public fpirit and difinterelted zeal, in fuch a feries of gene- 
rous undertakings, obtained him the efteem of M. d'Allone of the Hague, a gentleman 
not more celebrated for his penetration and addrefs in ftate affairs, than for a pious dif- 
pofition of mind. An epiftolary correfpondence commenced very early between him 
and the Doctor upon this fubject 5 the refult of which was, that M. d'Allone gave in his 
lifetime a fum to be applied to the converfion of Negroes, defiring withal the Doftor 


[K] Happy ivas the province of Maryland in having 
its concerns managed, at this junclure, by fuch an able 
and indefatigable agent.] Indeed, confidering the 
oppofition which was made to the law, when it came 
home, the Doctor's prefence feemed to be as feafon- 
able here, as it had been before thought in getting 
it re-enadted in Maryland : for no fooner was the oc- 
cafion underftood (and it did quickly fpread abroad, 
of ' itfelf, without the printed account he gave of it) 
but it created fuch cenfures againft thofe, who ap- 
peared no well-wifhers to that fettlement, as, perhaps, 
were none of the leaft occafions that it fared not again 
as formerly it had done. 

Vol. II. 


But though the law, with much folicitation and 
ftruggling, was preferved from being totally difan- 
nulled, yet many of the exceptions, which the 
Quakers made againft: it, flicking with the Lords of 
Trade, all that could be obtained was, that Dr. Bray 
might, with advice of Counfel, draw up another Bill, 
according to the inltruclions of that Board, and fend- 
ing that bill to Maryland* to be patted into a law, 
had the promile that his Majefty, upon its return, 
would confirm it here. Jn the drawing up of this 
bill, he was at great charge with Counfel ; and after 
it had been thrice attended at the Plantation-Board, 
it was at laft approved (15). 

7 1 to 


ft , See the fe- 
ver* ) Orders of 
'v ouncil, nd Dr. 
Bray's own Let- 
ters to the Go- 
vernor, Speaker, 
and Atorney- 
General of Ma- 
ryland. 


(•) SeeNew- 
courr's Reperto- 
rium Ecclcfiafti- 
cum Parochiale 
Londinenf. Vol, 
i. p. 307. 309. 


(15) The Life 
an-J Defigns of 
Dr. Eray,p. 35, 
36% 
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BRAY (Thomas). 


to accept the management and difpofal of it. But that a (landing provilion might be 
made for this purpofe, M. d'Allone bequeathed by Will a certain fum, viz. 900 pounds, 
out of his Englifh eftate, to Dr. Bray and his affociates, towards eredling a capital fund or 
ftock, for converting the Negroes in the Britifh Plantations. This was in the year 1723, 
much about which time Dr. Bray had an extremely dangerous fit of illnefs, fo that his 
life and recovery were defpaired of. See more about this legacy and the difpofal of it in 
note [L]. In the year 1726, he was employed in compofing and printing his Diretio- 
rium Miffionarium^ his Primordia Biblio thee aria, and fome other trafts of the like kind. 
About this time he alfo wrote a fhort account of Mr. Rawlet, the author of the Chrijftian 
Monitor • and reprinted the Life of Mr. Gilpin. Some of thefe were calculated for the 
ufe of the Miffion ; and in one he has endeavoured to (hew, that civilizing the Indians 
muft be the firft ftep, in any fuccefsful attempt for their converfion. In his Primordia 
Bibliothecaria, we have feveral fchemes of parochial libraries, and a method laid down 
to proceed by a gradual progreflion from ftrength to ftrength, from a collection not 
much exceeding one pound in value, to one of a hundred. His attention to other good 
works occafioned no discontinuance of this defign, the fuccefs of which was lb much 
the objedl of his defires ; and accordingly benefaftions came in fo faft, that he had bu- 
finds enough upon his hands to form the libraries defired, and to difcharge himfelf of 
them. As the furnifhing the parochial clergy with the means of inftruftion, would be 
an efTeftual method to promote Chriftian knowledge $ lb another expedient, manifeftly 
fubfervient to the fame end, would be, he thought, to imprint on the minds of thole 
who are defigned for the Miniftry, previoufly to their admiifion, a juft fenfe of its va- 
rious duties, and their great importance. With a view to this, he reprinted the Eccle- 
ilaftes of Erafmus [M], a name of great authority in the Republic of Letters, and to 
whom the re-eftablilhment of polite literature was principally owing. In the year 1727, 
an acquaintance of Dr. Bray's made a cafual vifit to Whitechapel prifon ; and his repre- 
fentation of the milerable ftate of the prifoners had luch an effect on the Doftor, that 
he immediately applied himfelf to folicit benefactions in order to relieve them ; and he 
had foon contributions fufficient to provide a quantity of bread, beef, and broth, on 


( 16) Vxfe of Dr. 
Bray, p. 45, 46, 


[I] M. cTAUone bequeathed by Will a certain fum> 
viz. 900/. to Dr. Bray and his officiates, &c] The 
Doftor finding, by the words of M. d'Allone's will, 
as well as by his letters in his lifetime, that he de- 
. pended much upon him to form and model the de- 
fign ; that lie might not be wanting to give the beft 
a.fiilance he could to a work fo truly Chriftian, im- 
mediately applied himfelf to form a fcheme for the 
mofl effectual proceeding in this affair. Though the 
legacy could not foon be paid in, yet, in affurance of 
its certainty, being intruded to a perfon fo truly ho- 
nourable as Lord Palnierfton, he endeavoured, as oc- 
cafion offered, to fet it a going : This he did, by 
founding the inclinations of fome Miflionaries, fent 
to him by the Bifhop of London, whether they would 
engage in the meafures propofed for the infer uclion of 
the Negroes, whom they fhould find in their feveral 
cures ? Thofe whom he obferved well difpofed to it, 
he furnifhed with books, as neceffary helps to them 
and their fucctffors, in difcharging that part of their 
office ; and as a farther encouragement, he furnilhed 
them with other fmall pieces, more immediately pro- 
per for the inftruttion of the Negroes. When the 
legacy was paid, the early i flues from it being too 
inconfiderable to begin the work in fuch a manner as 
might an* lire himfelf, and his afTociat.es, of the deiired 
event, there was an apparent neceHity either of break- 
ing in upon the capital, or of furnifhing books on its 
credit. The Doctor, therefore, being defirous that 
the legacy might be handed down to his fucceflbrs in 
the trull without any defalcation, chofe to make up 
the deficiencies at his own expence, and charge what 
was expended in thofe provifions on the fund. He 
did not propofe to receive any intereft for his money ; 
and, at his death, obliged his Executrix to fubmit to 
the difadvantage of a gradual reimburfement. The 
better to prepare thofe young Divines that came to 
him, who had not read much for the work, he lent 
them fuch books as he thought proper to employ 
their ftudies whilfl they fhould remain in London, 
and put them upon a catechetical exercife on Sunday 
evenings in his own parifti of St. Botolph's without 
Aldgate. Indeed he conceived it would be of fingu- 
lar ufe to have fuch Miffionaries under a probation 
here, before fent abroad ; and for this end founded 
a probationary Library, that, during the time of their 
probation, ffiey might read over a whole courfe of 
Divinity, whereby they would be rendered more fit 
to teach, and give fome fpecimens of their preaching 
abilities (16). 


[M] He reprinted the Ecclesiastes cf Eras- 
mus.] This treatife was written at the defire of a 
Bifhop of the Romifh Church ; and it is well worthy 
our obfervation, with how much energy the learned 
author employs all his arguments that he could think 
proper, to excite a confeientious regard to the weight 
of the minifteriai office, and a becoming diligence in 
the difcharge of it. As excellent as this performance 
is, it lay before mixed and undiftinguifhed in his vo- 
luminous works, and could rarely fall into the hands 
of any, except thofe few who have accefs to public 
libraries ; fo that a diftinfl impreffion of- it is what 
the Doclor might juftly intend, as a common benefit 
to the greater part of his order. Take his own opi- 
nion of the bock, and his view in reprinting it, in 
his own words : * Whenever I take into my hands 

* this invaluable piece of Erafmus his Ecclefiaft.es, 
■ methinks I experience what has been often faid by 

* others, with refpecl to that of Thomas a Kempis de 

* Imitatione Clrrifii, namely, that let a man read him 

* never fo often, every time he will find fomething 

* new in him ; fo poignant, fo penetrating, are the 
' periods and fentiments of the learned Erafmus, re- 

* lating to this great concern, even to the exceeding 

* of himfelf in every thing he wrote : And it were 

* much to be wifhed, that among the many other 
' tracts in Divinity, or relating to that fubjett, re- 

* qui lite to be thoroughly read in our Univerfities by 
' thofe who are defigned for the Miniftry, previoufly 
' to their entering into Holy Orders, this was alfo 
1 itriclly enjoined and infixed on. For, in fhort, I 
< may venture to fay, that few of thofe many who 
' have written upon the nature and importance of the 
' Pajhral Care, ever exceeded the moil eloquent and 

* learned Erafmus, in his awful way of delivering his 
' fentiments on this weighty office. Every period in 

* his firft book of Eecleliaftej being fo pungent, and 
' fo admirably well levelled at the bold precipitancy 
f and wretched views, with which many, too many, 
' enter into Holy Orders ; I am perfuaded, that bc- 
c ing read over beforehand, it would deter fome at 
! leaft from venturing, illotis manibus, upon an office 
: they are fo little qualified for, as a thing in itfelf 
1 horridly profane, and audacious in them; and the 
1 lerious and frequent perufal of the fame afterwards, 
c even through the whole courfe of miniftry, would 
r fliinulate and invigorate even the belt qualified and 
' difpofed among ft us, to execute the facred truft in 
1 a proper manner (17).' 


(17) Bray's Pri- 
mordia Biblio- 


thecaria, p. i u 

Sundays, i 4 ,i St 
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(iv) The Life 
of Dr. Brjy, ut 
fuf>ra, p. 58. 
Monthly Chron. 
ut fupra* 


(y) Monthly 
Chronicle fur 
Feb. 1730, 
Vol. iii. p. 32. 


Sundays, and now and then on the intermediate days, for this prifon and the Borough 
Compter (zv). To temporal; he always fubjoined fpiritual, provifionsj and to enure 
them to the moft diftafteful part of their office, the intended Miffionaries were here em- 
ployed in reading and preaching. On this occafion the fore was firft opened, and that 
lcene of inhumanity imperfefrly difcovered, which afterwards fome worthy patriots of 
the Houfe of Commons took lb much pains to inquire into and redreis : that zeal and 
companion which led them to carry on this infpeftion, and regulate many grofs abu fes, 
could not but procure them the efteem of one diftinguifhed by fuch an extenfive bene- 
volence as Dr. Bray. The divine guardianfliip apparently accompanied both his defigns 
of founding libraries and converting Negroes. The former, particularly, was advanced 
under the patronage of perfons in the higheft ftations : but being now far advanced in 
years, and continually reminded of his approaching change, by the imbecility and de- 
cays of old age, he was defirous of enlarging the number of his affociates, and adding 
fuch to them, in whofe zeal and integrity he might repofe an entire confidence. His 
inquiry into the (late of the gaols, made him acquainted with Mr. (afterv/ards General) 
Oglethorpe, who accepted the truft himfelf, and engaged feveral others, fome of the firft 
rank and diftinftion, to aft with him and the former alibciates [iV], To thefe two de- 
figns of founding libraries, and inftrufting Negroes, a third was now added, which, 
though at firft view it appears to be of a different nature, has a perfeft coincidence with 
them. The miferable condition of multitudes for want of employment, has of late 
excited the higheft degree of companion in the breafts of all charitable perfons: the 
provifion which the legifiature has made, by a late Aft, for the erefting parilh work- 
houfes, proves infufficient ; and therefore, out of the fame charitable regard to man- 
kind, a defign was formed of eftablifhing a colony in America, than which nothing 
could be better intitled to confideration and encouragement (x). The advantages (x) L ' feof Df - 
which might accrue to the public from fuch a fettlement, is a fubjeft of too large extent P ' 54 * 
to be confidered here. In fhort, moft of the religious focieties and good defigns in 
London, owe grateful acknowledgment to his memory, and are, in a great meafure, 
formed on the plans he projefted $ particularly the Society for the Reformation of Man- 
ners, Charity-fchools, and the Society for the Relief of poor Profelytes, The Doc- 
tor having thus happily lodged his principal defigns in the hands of able managers, and 
being on the verge of the grave, could not but review his undertakings with compla- 
cency, and thank the good providence of God, which appeared to lay fuch trains for 
their advancement. His confcience crowned him with a fecret applaufe, which was an r^SeetheDe- 
inexhauftible fource of comfortable reflections, and joyful prefages, in his laft minutes, Pamphlet ^mf 
which happened on the fifteenth of February 1730, in the feventy-third year of his tul ~ d ' Public " 
age (y) 3 leaving iffue (as we prefume) only one daughter (2). fnThc ufe^/ 

Defigns of the 
Rev. Tho. Bray, 
D. D. to Mm; 
Marten. 


[iV] Him and his former affociates.] It may not, 
perhaps, be difagreeable to our reader to have a fmall 
lift of thofe worthy perfons that aflbciated with the 
Doctor in this laudable defign. 

John Lord Vifeount Percival, late Earl of Eg- 
mont. — The Reverend Dr. Stephen Hales — William 
Belitha, Eft]; — The Honourable Edward Digby, Efq; 
— The Right Honourable George Lord Carpenter. — 
Major- General Oglethorpe. — Edward Harley, Efq; 

— The Honourable James Vernon, Efq; — Edward 
Hughes, Efq;-— Robert Hucks, Efq; — ThomasTower, 
Efq;— John Laroehe, Efq;— Rogers Holland, Efq; — 
Major Charles Selwyn.— Robert More, Efq;— Wil- 
liam Sloper, Efq; — Oliver St. John, Efq;— Henry 
Halting, Efq; — George Heathcote, Efq; — Francis 
Eyles, Efq; - Mr. Adam Anderfon. — Sir James Low- 
ther.-— Captain Thomas Coram. — The Reverend Mr. 
Digby Cote^-. —The Reverend Mr. Arthur Bedford. 

— The Reverend Mr. Samuel Smith. — The Reverend 
Mr. Richard Bundy. - The Reverend Mr. John Bar- 
ton. — The Reverend Mr. Daniel Somerfcald, &c. 

H n. 

* # * [Mr. Whifton, fpeaking of the book, intitled, 
' Public Spirit ill unrated, in the Life and Defigns of 
€ the Reverend Thomas Bray, D. D.' aflerts, that 
he can himfelf atteft the contents of the book to be 
true ; that he eileemed Dr. Bray, not as one of the 
greatefl abilities, but as, by far, the moft ufeful 
Clergyman, and the moft indefatigable promoter of 
religion, and of the pious defigns and focieties which 
conduce to it, he ever knew ; that he always honour- 
ed and aftifted him, both in the Review of hi* Cate- 
chetic Leclures, and his other many charitable and 
Chriftian attempts ; and that he heard him comfort- 
ing himfelf, near his death, with thofe numerous 
good works he had lb heartily promoted. When Dr. 


Bray was preparing to go as a Miflionary or Com- 
mirfary to the Weft-Indians, and expected a handfome 
income to be provided for his fupport there, he once 
faid to Mr. Whiflon, « Brother Whifton, if you will 
1 go with me, you mall go halves with me in my 

* profits/ But Mr. Whifton's ill health, and other 
circum fiances, did not permit him to accept the 
offer. 

The fame author farther relates, that when the 
very learned Mr. Mafon had been at Hanover, in his 
travels, fome time before the fucceflion of that family 
to the Englifh crown, and was come back, Dr. Bray, 
happening to be in company with him, obferved, 
how happy and religious our nation would be, when 
the Houfe of Hanover came. Upon this, Mr. Ma- 
fon, who had feen what courts were in Germa- 
ny, told him, c Matters of Religion would not 
\ be mended when that Family came hither.** This 
reply made Dr. Bray's blood then rife in indignation 
againft Mr. Mafon. 'Yet, fays Mr. Whifton, when 
1 that Family had been here fome years', the good 

* Doclor was forced to alter his mind ; and too fadly 

* to acknowledge the truth of Mr. Mafon's melan- 

* choly prediction (18).' 

Dr. Bray's opinion, that civilizing the Indians 
muft be the firft ftep, in any fuccefsful attempt for 
their converfion, is a proof of his good fenfe, and of 
the juft ideas he entertained on the fubjedl. Chrilti- 
anity, though perfectly rational and fimple in its 
nature, is, perhaps, too enlarged and perfect a 
fcheme to be eafily admitted, where there has not 
been a certain previous degree of, civilization, and of 
improvement in the human underftanding. 

Some farther account of the pfogrefs and fuccefs of 
the 8 Society for the Propagation of the Gofpel in 

* foreign Parts,' will occur under the articles of May- 
hew and Seeker.] 


(iS) Whifton's 
Memoirs of hi a 
own Life and 
Writings, p. 

J 33> 134. 
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(b) lbid. Vol. i. 
Fafti, col. 145. 

( c) Athenae, ubi 
fupia. 

(d) Ibid. Fafti, 
col. 154. 


(g ) See Some 
Letters relating 
to the H'ifl. of 
the Council of 
Trent: puolifli- 
ed by Dr. Lewis 
Atterbury, 
Loud. 17^5, $to. 
(I) Idem, Fafti, 
Vol. i. col. 225, 
226. 

(m) Athenae, 
ut fufra. 

(n ) Ib id. 
See alfo Canter- 
bury 4 ^ Dome, 
by'W. Pryn'ne. 
(p) Hirt. & An- 
tiq. Univ. Oxon. 
lib. i. p. 369, 

(r) R. Smith, 
in his Obituary, 
fays, that it was 
in Alderfgate- 
ftreet. 

See F. Peck's 
Defiderata Cu- 
ri fa. Vol. ii. 
lib. xiv. p, 25. 

(s}1bid. and ] 
Wood'-s Atb en. 
ubi fvpra. 


(1) Wood, Aih. 

ubi jupra K . 


(2) Some Letters 
relating to the 
Kill, of the 
Council of 
Trent, cffc 
Lend 1705, 
4/0, as above. 

(3 That feigned 
name [which 
fignifics Songs in 
Italian] they 
gave to the 
Sheets of The 
Hiit. of the 
Council of 
Trent. 

(4) F. Paul, and 
F. Fulgentio.' 


BRENT. BREVINT. 

B REN T (Sir Nathanael), a learned perfon in the XVIIth century, was born at 
Little Woolford in Warwickfhire, in 1573 (a)> being the ion of Anchor Brent of that 
place, Gent. [ytf] In the year 1589^ he became Pbrtionift, commonly called Polt- 
Mafter, of Merton-college in Oxford; and, on the twentieth of June 1593, took the 
degree of Bachelor of Arts {b). The year following he was admitted Probationer-Fel- 
low of the college aforefaid (c). On the thirty-firit of Oftober 1598, he took the de- 
gree of Matter of Arts (d) ; and then entered upon the Law-line. In 1607, he was one 
of the 'Proftors of the univerfity (e). Some years after, namely in 1613, &c. he tra- 
velled into foreign parts, and became acquainted with feveral of the molt learned men 
abroad. After his return, he married Martha daughter and heir of Dr. Robert Abbot, 
Bifhop of Salifbury, and niece to Dr. George Abbor, Archbifhop of Canterbury, which 
was the cauie of his fucceeding great preferments (f). About the year 161 8, he was 
fent to Venice by Archbifhop Abbot, on purpofe to get a copy of the Hiltory of the 
Council of 'Trent [&], then newly compofed by the moft renowned Padre Paolo 
SaTpi^cf,); in procuring of which he exppfed himfelf to very great dangers (b). In 
1621, he was elefted Warden of Merton-cqllege (/), through the Archbifhop's recom- 
mendation y who alfo made him his Vicar-General, Commilfary of the diocefe of Can- 
terbury, .Mafter of the Faculties, and at length Judge of the Prerogative (k) [C]. On 
the eleventh of Oftober 1623, he accumulated the degrees of Bachelor and Doctor of 
Law (/). The twenty-third of: Auguft 1629, he received the honour of knighthood, 
from King Charles L, at Woodftock, being then fuppofed well-affedted to the Church 
and Hierarchy (jw). . Butin<the great difputes that arofe betwpen Archbiihop Ajbbot 
and Bifhop Laud, he entirely fided with the firft, and his adherents, th^ Puritan party ; 
and grew fo inveterate againft Laud, that he was a frequent witnefs againft him at his 
trial (w). He likewife deferted Oxford when King Charles I. garrifoned that place, 
and took the Covenant : for which reafon he was deprived of his Wardenfhip of Merton- 
college, by his Majefty's command; but reftored again whehrOxford garrifon was fur- 
rendered for the Parliament's ufe, in 1646 (0). In the years 1647 and 1648, he was 
appointed Chief Vifitor of that univerfity, and countenanced all the violent and arbi- 
trary proceedings there ufed (p). When an order was made againft Pluralities, he was 
forced to leave Merton-college, on the twenty-feventh of November 165 1 ; at which 
time he refufed alfo the .oath called the Engagement (^). Upon this, retiring to his 
houfein Little.Britain in London (r), he died there November 6, 1652, aged feventy- 
ninej and was buried, the feventeenth of the fame month, with great folemnity, in the 
church of StJ Bartholomew the Lefs (j). 


( a) Wood, Ath. 
edit. 1721, Vol. 
ii. col. 161. 
He was 79 years 
old at the time 
of his death, in 
1652. 

Ibid, col 162. 

%' ■ 
(e) Ibid. col. 
176. 


(f) Athenae, 
ubi Jupra. 


(b) Wood, Ath. 
ubi upra, 

(ijldem, Hift. 
& Antitj. Univ. 
Oxon. 1. ii. 
p. 86. 

fk) Athena?, 
ul 'i [upra. 


[A] Being the fon of Anchor • Brent of that place, 
Gent.] Who was a younger fori of Richard Brent, 
Gent, eldeit fon of John Brent, of the houfe of Brent 
of Cofington in Somerletihire (l). 

[£] slbout the year 1 6 1 8, he <was fent to Venice by 
Archbiftop Abbot, qn purpofe to get a copy of The Hi- 
ftory of the Council of Trent .] This appears from two, 
letters (published by Dr. Lewis Atterbury, in the 
collection above mentioned), from Archbifhop Abbot 
to our author (2). The full of which, dated at Lam- 
beth, June 21^1618, is as follows: ' Salutcm in 
\ Chrijlo. Lap glad that you are fafely arrived vifhi- 
\ thcr you defired to go. I have read your letters, 

* and the Canzoni (3) inclofed, which are twehe in 
' number, whereof I fhall make fuch ufe as is fit. I 
' have not acquainted the greateft with any tiling of 
■ your perfon, nor with the matter fo much defired ; 
' ^ at vou mav confidently tell .your two good 
' friends (4), that they need, to dread nothing. An J 
4 I may /ay in general, that there is no man living' 

* tq* whom I nave made known any thing in this 
' matter, faving to you; only in general the old 

* man, jthat liveth with me, . underltandeth of my 

* defire to get what I can appertaining to thofe fongs. 

* Perfirt, 1 pray you, itx that courfe, which you have. 

* begun ; and fo commending me unto you, an4 
4 wilhing you to live as privately as you can, I reft 

; . f' Your very loving friend, 

, 4 G. CANT. 

As Father Paul, and Father Fulgentio, the two 
joint authors of that excellent hiflory, compofed it, 
they privately delivered a copy of the fame to Mr. 
Brent; who fent it over weekly to the Archbiihop 


in the original Italian ; and it came to his hands, 
after five or fix fuperfcriptions to other persons, for 
the greater fecurity (5). When Mr. Brent had fent 
it all over, lie came back himfelf, and trannated it 
out qf Italian into En'glifh and Latin. The original 
Italian was printed firft at London in 16 19, and de- 
dicated to' King James I. by D. Antonio de Domi- 
nis, Archbifhop of Spalatro, who had been inftru- 
mental in procuring that Hiftory (6\ The En^lim 
transition was publifhed in 1619, under this title, 
c The Hiltory of the Council of Trent, containing 

* eight Books. In which," befides the ordinary A6b 
y-of th<j Council, are declared many notable Occur- 
c rences, ' which happened in' Chriftendom, during 
' the Space 9JF forty Years and more. And particu- 
larly the Practices of the Court of Rome, to hinder 
4 the Reformation of their Errours, and to maintain 
' their Greatnefs.' In folio. A new edition was 
printed in 1640; and another in 1676, with other 

pieces of Father Paul, at the end.- Befides this 

trah flation, Sir Nathanael Brent reviewed Mr. Fr. 
Mafon's < Vindication of the Church of England, 
' concerning the Confecration and Ordination of the 

* Bifhops, &c.' examined the quotations, compared 
them with the originals, and printed that book from 
the authors manufcript, in 1625, fol. (7) What- 
ever elfe he ccuti poled, hath not been publifhed^. 

j [^J 'J lu k e °f tjjc Prerogative.] It is probable he 
was turned out of this place by Archbifhop Laud. 
For th lis .wc reatFin 'Whitelock's Memorials (8): 
' The Commons took orders touching the Preroga- 
f tive Court, and appointed Sir Nathaniel Brent to 

* be the Judge, of that Court.' M. 


fo) Wood, Ath. 
& Hift.& Antiq. 
Univ. Oxon. ut 
jupra. 


(q) Athena?, 
ubi (upra. 
Kennet's Regift. 
and Chfon, &c. 
edit. 1728, foU 
p. 197. 


(5) See Some 
Letter-, aj 
above, p. 2, 3. 


(6) Echarcfs 
Hifr. edit. 1720* 
P- 393* 


(7) Wood, Ath. 
Vol. i. col. 464, 
and Vol. ii. col. 
162. 

(8) Edit. 1732, 
fol. p. 92. 


BREVINT (Daniel), a learned Divine of the XVIIth century, was born in the 
Ifle of Jerfey, in the reign of King James I. and probably educated in grammar- (0) \ nXh 
learning fn that place 
Proteftant 


...e year 

that place. From thence he went and fhidied Logic and Philolbphy in the ,6 ' 6 - H - w " 
univerfity of Saumur \_A], where he took the degree of Mafler of Arts, on ^; t 6 , " dMay 

• ■ September 

• * * at. John s ia 


[A ] F rom thence he 'went and Jiudicd Logic and Phi- 
Ufophy^in the Protejlant Univerfity of Saumur.] Before 


the revocation of the edict of Nantz, and till the en- 
couragement, given by the foundation of the three 

Fellowships 


Jcrfcy. 


(c) Ucntf Fafti, 
•Vol, i. col. 277. 


(d) IJtm, Alhcn, 
Oxon. V©1. i. 
col. 927. 

(f) Wood, Ath. 
ubi fufra. 


(I) Br. Willis's 

Survey of the 
Cathedrals of 
York, Durham, 
&c. Lond. 1727, 


BREVINT. 

September 12, 1634 (£). Coming to Oxford, he, in all likelihood, ftudied for fome 
time in that famous univerfity, and October 12, 1638, was incorporated there Mafter 
of Arts (c), as he flood au Saumur. About this time King Charles I., having, 
through Archbifnop Laud's perfuafion, founded three Fellowfhips in the colleges of 
Pembroke, Exeter, and Jefus, for the Iflands of Jerley and Guernfey, alternately; 
Mr. Brevint was nominated, or chofen, to be the firft Fellow at Jefus-College upon this 
foundation, in 1638 (d). Here he continued till he was ejefted from his fellowfhip by 
the Parliament- Vifitors [fi], for refufing to take the Solemn League and Covenant (*). 
Upon this he withdrew to his native country (f). But upon the redu&ion of that 
place by the Parliament's forces, he fled into France, and became Minifter of a 
Proteftant congregation in Normandy. Not long after, he had the honour of being 
made Chaplain to the Vifcount de Turenne, afterwards Marfhal of France, whofe Lady 
was one of the moft worthy and pious women in her time (g). Whilft he was in 
that ftation, he was one of the perfons c employed about the great defign then in hand, 
c of reconciling the Proteftant and Popilh religions ; which gave him an accefs into, 
c and made him acquainted with, every corner of that Church,' as he fays himfelf (/;). 
At the Reftoration of King Charles II. he came back to England, and was prefented by 
that Prince (who had known him abroad) to the tenth prebend in the church of Durham, 
vacant by the promotion of Dr. J. Cofin to that See. He was inftailed March 15, 
1660-61 (/). By Bifhop Cofin, who had been his fellow-fufferer, he was alfo collated to 
a living in the diocefe of Durham (£). On the 27th of February, 1661-62, he took 
his degree of Doftor of Divinity at Oxford (I). Having, during his exile, feen Popery 
in its native deformity, and obferved all the mean and difhoneft arts that are ufed to 
fupport that weak and ill-fhaped building, he took all opportunities to attack, and en- 
deavour to pull it down. Accordingly, in 1672, he publiflied Mififale Romcinum ; or, 
The Depth and Myftery of the Roman Mafs laid open and explained, for the life of both Re* 
formed and Unreformed Chrifiians [C] i and, the next year, The Chriftian Sacrament and 
Sacrifice, by way of Difcourfe, Meditation, and Prayer, upon the Nature, Parts, and Blef- 
fings, of the Holy Communion [D] ; and, in 1674, Saul and Samuel at Endor, or the new 
IVaies of Salvation and Service, which uftially te\nt Men to Rome, and detain than there* 
truly reprefented and refuted. At the end of which is, A bri'f Account of R. F. his 
Mi (Tale Vindicatum, or Vindication of the Roman Mafs [£], being an anfwer to The Depth 
and Myftery of the Roman Mafs, above mentioned. The learning a^id other eminent 
qualifications of the author having recommended him to the efteem of the world, anci 
to the favour of his Sovereign, he was promoted to the Deanery of Lincoln, vacant by 
the death of Michael Honeywood, D. D. Into this dignity he was inftalled Janu- 
ary 3, 1681-82 i and into the prebend of Welton-Payns-hall, annexed thereto, Ja^ 
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ft) Wood's Ath. 
Oxon- Vol. ii. 
col. 1,27, edit. 
17? 1 j and 
Hif* & Antiq. 
Univ. ^xon. 
P. Ii. p. 312. 


(c) Walker's 
Suffei ; n s of the 
Cleuy, &<*, 
Lor.d. 17 14, fol. 
p. 120. 


(g) Fmm the 
information of a 

friend, \»ho 
knew him. 

(h) In Preface 
to Saul 2nd Sa- 
muel at Endor, 
p. <;, ed't.Oxf. 
1674, 


( k ) From the 
information of a. 
friend. 

(!) Wood, Fafti| 
Vol, iu col. 14S4 


(1) Account of 
Jeriey, by P. 
Falle* ad edit. 
Lond. I733« 


fz) Preface to 
Saul and Samuel 
at Endor, ubi 
fupra. 


(3) Page 31. 


Fellow/hips above mentioned, in the Univerfity of 
Oxford, the young gentlemen cf the iflands of Jerfey 
and Guernfey, defigned for the miniflry, were fent 
to ftudy among the Proteflants in France, particu- 
larly at Saumur. This Univerfity was founded by 
the learned Philip de Mornay, Lord of Pleffis Marly, 
who brought profeflbrs to teach academical learning 
in that town, of which King Henry IV. had made 
him Governor (i). It was for feveral years in great 
repute, on account of its eminent ProfefTors of Divi- 
nity, John Cameron, Lewis Cappcl, Mofes Amy- 
rauld, John de la Place, iSc. The learned Tanne- 
gui le Feve, father of Madam Dacier, was alfo one 
of the Regents, or Mailers, in that Univerfity. It 
was at length fupprefled by Lewis XIV. in 1684. 

[2?] He <vcas ejeclcd from his Fellorvjhip by the Par- 
liament -Tifitors . ] He mud have been difpoffefTed of 
it, or at lealt have quitted it, before the general vifi- 
tation in 1647, &c. ; for he fays himfelf, that he was 

* kept by the limes of rebellion fervent een years abroad 

* among the Romaniils (2) ;' that is, from 1643 to 
1660. 

[CJ The depth and myftery of the Roman Mafs.] It 
was printed at Oxford 1672, and again in 1673, 8<z/o. 
In 1674 there came out an anfwer to it, in titled, 
MiJJale Rotnanum Vindication ; or, The Mafs ^vindicated 
frcm Dr. Dan. Brevint's calumnious and fcandalcus 
T ratty 8vo. Of this the Doctor gave an account, 
with fome fhort obfervations upon it, at the end of 
his Saul and Samuel at Endor, as is mentioned in the 
text above. 

[D] The Chriftian Sacrament and Sacrifice, &c] 
Printed at Oxford 1673, ia izmo. It paficd through 
a fecond edition ; and the third was publiflied at 
London in 1739, upon the following recommendation 
given of it by Dr. Waterland, in his Charge, in- 
titled, The Chriftian Sacrifice explained (3). € He 
€ [Dr. Brevint] was well read in the Euchariftic Sa- 

* crifice : no man undcrilood it better; and he 

« explained the practical ufes of that doctrine in To 

Vol. II. 


1 clear, fo lively, and fo affecting a way, that one 
f can fcarce meet with any thing on the fubject that 
c can be juflly thought to exceed it. So that I could 
' heartily join my wifhes with a late learned writer (4) , 

* that that excellent little book, intitled, The Chrif- 
1 tian Sacrament and Sacrifice, might be reprinted, 

* for the honour of God, and the benefit of the 
6 Church.' In the dedication of this book, the au- 
thor fays, 4 That it is one of the many tracts which 
1 he made at Paris, on feveral fubjects, at the in- 

* fiance of thofe two incomparable Princeffes [of 

* Turenne and Bouillon], who there, for many years 
' during his baniihment, employed him in their 
s fervice.* 

[E~\ San I and Samuel at Endor, &c] It was printed 
at Oxford 1674, 8^0, and reprinted at London 1688, 
in \z?no. The defign of it is, to fhevv the falfenefs 
and abfurdity of the new ways of falvation and fer- 
vice, which ufually tempt men to embrace the Ro- 
mifh religion; namely, 1 . The Romaniils pretend- 
ing theirs to be the only true Catholic Church. 
2. Romifh miracles. 3. The protection and aflitt- 
a nee of their imaginary faints, particulaily the Virgin 
Mary. Under this article, he fully mews, to what 
an excefiive degree of fuperftitious idolatry the vene- 
ration for her hath been carried by the Papifts. They 
beftow upon her the highefl titles which are in Scrip- 
ture attributed to God, and in their .prayers and 
praifes commonly join her with the Supreme Being. 
They apply to her the moft ill urinous pafTages of 
Scripture, that belong directly to Chrift. They have 
com po fed a p falter, Pfalterium S. Bonaventura ; nay 
even a whole Bible, Biblia Marine, to her honour. 
4. Another inducement to Popery is the beads, called 
the Rofary. 5. The next is, the Church's treafury. 
6. Indulgences. 7. Pardon of fins, by means of holy 
confraternities and friends. 8. The girdle of St, 
Francis, the 150 beads of St, Dominic, and the 
fcapulary of St. Simon Stock. 9. Relics, Agnus 
Dei's, (Sc. 10. Confecrated images. 


(4) Dr. fricltef, 
Chrift. Pmft- 
hood, Pret'at. 
Difcourfe,Vcrl.n 
p. 39> 4°' 


7 K 


miary 
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B R I G G S (Henry). 


(m) Br.yiilii f i nuary 7th following (m). Befides the books already mentioned, he hath publiflied 

burvey of ihe _ * P K <r i . i i * • i r r^i tt t j * 

Cathedral of fome others in Latin, of which there is an account in the note He died May 5, 

169^ and was buried in the cathedral-church of Lincoln, behind the high altar («) ; ( n y wniis, u i\ 
where, on a grave-ftone, is an infcription to his memory JG]. He was a perfon of A?"* P' Sl - 
great reading, efpecially in the controverfy between the Proteftants and Papifts ; zealous 
for the Church of England; and for his life and learning truly praife-worthy (0). il!™/ r f* Mh * 


Lincoln, &c. 
Qto, p. Si, 261 


[F] He bath publijhed fome other books, &c] The 
titles of them are, I. Ecclefia prim/ti<va? Sacr amentum 
13 Sacrificium, a pontifciis corruptees, & exinde natis 
control erftis liber um ; written at the de fire of the Prm- 
cefTes of Turenne and Bouillon ; 1. e. ' The Sacra- 

* ment and Sacrifice of the primitive Church freed 

* from Popifb corruptions, and the difputes occa- 
f fioned thereby.' II. Eucharifti<t Chriftian* pr<?~ 

fentia re alls, & pontificia fifla, luculentifjimis non tefti- 
mentis modo, fed etiam fundamentis, quibus fere tota 
S. S. Pat rum Theologia nititur, hac expiofa, ilia fuf- 

fultal$ ajjerta\ i. e. 'A confutation of the Real 

* Prefence in the Eucharift, as maintained by the 

* Papifts, with an account of the manner how Chrift 

* is pre fen t in the Sacrament, according to the writ- 

* ings of the ancient Fathers.' III. Pro Serenijfima 
Principe Weimar ienji ad Thefes Jeneafes accural a Re- 


fponfio; i. e. ( An- exact Anfwer to the Thefes of 

* Jena, for the Princefs of Weimar.' IV. Du centre 
plus minus Prtelecliones in S. Mat thai xxv capita, iff 
aliorum Euangeliflarum locos bifce paffim parallelcs ; 
i. e. c About two hundred Lectures upon twenty-five 

* chapters of St. Matthew, and thofe pafTages of the 

* other Evangeliits that are parallel thereto.' He 
alfo tranflated into French The Judgment of the 
Univerfity of Oxford concerning the Solemn League 

and Covenant (5). : (5) Wood's Atb. 

[G] On a grave-ftone is an infcription to his memory.'] ^ft^Anti* 
Which is as follows : * Here lyeth the body of Da- Oxon!*" 
1 niel Brevint, D. D. late Dean of this Cathedral 
1 Church of Lincoln, who departed this life May 5, 

* 1695. I have waited for thy Salvation, O Lord 
\ (6).' M. 


p. ixz. 


(6) Br. WMu 

ubifupra, p. 8i. 


(I) In his fifth 
Book of the 
Loadftone. 

fd) In Arch- 
biih-p U titer's 
Lctte $, No. 4 
and 16, I. on J. 
1686, fol. 


BRIGGS (Henry), an eminent Mathematician of the XVIth century, defcended 
from the ancient family of that name at Salle in Norfolk, was born at Warlcy Wood, a 
fmall hamlet in the parifh of Halifax in Yorkfhire (a). The time of his birth is un- 
certain ; but, mod probably, it was about the year 1556 [/tf]. After his education at 
a grammar-fchool in the country, he was fent to St. John's college in Cambridge about 
the year 1577, and admitted a fcholar of the houfe November 5, 1579. In 1581, he 
took the degree of Bachelor of Arts, that of Matter in 1585, and was chofen Fellow 
of his college March 29, 1588. He applied himfelf chiefly to the ftudy of the Ma- 
thematics, in which he greatly excelled; and, in 1592, was made Examiner and Lec- 
turer in that faculty ; and, foon after, Reader of the Phyfic-Lefture founded by Dr. 
Linacre. Upon the fettlement of Grefham-college in London, he was chofen the firft 
ProfefTor of Geometry there, about the beginning of March, 1596; and, fome time 
after, he conftrudted a Table > by the help of which, the Magnelical Declination being 
given, the height of the Pole may eafily be found. This Table was fuitcd to an inftru- 
ment delcribed by Dr. Gilbert (£), and publiflied by Mr. Blondeville (c). In 1609, 
Mr. Briggs contracted an intimacy with the learned Mr. James Ufher, afterwards Arch- 
bifhop of Armagh, which was kept np many years by letters, two of which, written 
by our author, are yet extant (d). In the former of them, dated in Auguft, 1610, he 
tells his friend, f he was engaged in the fubjedt of Eclipfes and in the latter, dated 
March 10, 161 5, he acquaints him with his being c wholly employed about the noble 
c invention of Logarithms, then lately difcovered \ in the improvement of which he 
was particularly concerned [/*]. In the fummer of the year 16 16, he took a journey 

into 


f*;WooJ, Ath. 
Ox on. Vol. i. 
col. 549 ; and 
Dr. T. Smith's 
Comment, de 
vit. et ftud. H". 
Eriggii, in his 
Vit. quo und. 
cnidit. ct illuftr. 
Virorum, Loud. 
1707, 4fo. See 
alfo Mr. J. 
Ward's Lives of 
the Prnfeflbrs of 
Gre(ham-col- 
legc,Lond.i74o» 
p. 120 ; and the 
Rev.Mr.Blome- 
field's Topogra- 
phical Hift. of 
Norfolk, Vol.i. 
p. 641. 

(c) In his The- 
oriques of the 
Seven Planets, 
Load. i6oij 4'a« 


(1) Comment, 
de vit. et Hud. 
H. Eriggii, p. i. 

(2) Athen. 
Oxon. Vol. i. 
col. 550, 

(3) Pref. ad 
Trigon. Brit, 


(4) Ward's Lives 
of the ProfelTors 
of Grefham col- 
lege, Lond.1740, 
p. 120. 

(5) Ubtfufira, 
col. 549. 


[J] Aleut the year 1556.] Dr. Smith (1) places 
his birth about the year 1560; which, probably, he 
might collect from what is faid by Anthony Wood (2), 
that he died on the 26th of January, 1630, aged 
feuenty or more ; and likewife from Mr. Gcllibrand, 
who, fpeaking of his death, calls him Apellem noftrum 
Septuagenarium (3). But, in a letter from Mr. Jo- 
feph Mede, of Chrifl's College in Cambridge, dated 
the 6th of February, 1630, it is faid, Mr. Henry 
Brigges of Oxford, the great Mathematician , is lately 
dead, at fe<venty-four years of age (4). According to 
this account, which is more exprefs and determinate 
than either of the former, he mull have been born in 
the year 1556. 

[/?] He was particularly concerned in the improve- 
ment of Logarithms.] Mr. Wood tells us (5), that 
4 one Dr. Craig, a Scotchman, coming out of Den- 

* mark into his own country, called upon John Ne- 

* per, Baron of Marchellon, near Edinburgh, and 

* told him, among other difcourfes, of a new inven- 
1 tion in Denmark by Longomontanus, as it is faid, 
' to fave the tedious multiplication and divifion in 

* agronomical calculations. Neper being folicitous 

* to know farther of him concerning this matter, 

* he could give no other account of it, than that it 
' was * y proportionable numbers : which hint Neper 

* taking, he dcfired him at his return to call upon 
t him again. Craig, after fome weeks had pa/led, 

* did fo ; and Neper then fliewed him a rude draught 
' of what he called Canon mirabilis Logarithmorum. 
< Which draught, with fome alterations, he print- 


* ing in 1 6 14, it came forthwith into the hands of 
' our author Briggs, and into thofe of William 

* Oughtred, from whom the relation of this matter 
' came.' As this ftory is told, one would imagine it 
came from Mr. Oughtred. But there is no mention 
of it in his writings. And it feems ftrange, that 
Longomontanus, had he any pretenfions to it, mould 
have nowhere laid claim to the honour of this ad- 
mirable invention (6), but have left the glory of its 
firtl difcovery to be folely afcribed to the Baron of 
Marchellon (7). This could not be for want of at- 
tention to a thing of that importance, or an oppor- 
tunity of doing himfelf juflice in fo long a courfe of 
time: for he lived, as Voflius tells us (8), to the 
year 1647, and was upwards of eighty years old 
when he died. GaHendus indeed mentions (9) a 
compendious method of calculation in Trigonometry, 
as difcovered by Tycho Brahe, in which Addition 
and Subftrattion were ufed in Head of Multiplication 
and Divifion ; and he adds this remark : Quod ut frri 
poffit, doc nit poftmodum fuo Logarithmorum Canone Ne- 
perus. But that Neper's difcovery was altogether 
different from the method fpoken of by GaHendus, 
may appear by confulting the authors, in which the 
artifice then ufed for»that purpofe is particularly ex- 
plained (10). This invention was no fooner known, 
than it gained the general applaufeof all the eminent 
mathematicians of that age, who found it to anfwer 
what the noble author had faid of it in his Dedica- 
tion to Prince Charles, that illius adminiculo plures 
qu rftiones mathematics unius bora fpatio, quam priftina 

4 it 


(6) Fid. Smith, 
ubifupra, p. 5, 

(7) See Macken- 
zie's Lives of the 
Seors Writers, 
p. 522. 

(S) De Natura 
Artium, 1. iii. 
c. 46. 

(9) Vit. T. 
Brahei, p. 109. 
165, edit. 1655, 

{to 


(10) m Cta- 

vium de Aftro- 
lab. 1. L lemma 

Pitilci Trigc- 
nom. 1, v, ia'iU 

arc. 



V) See remark 


BRIGGS (Henry). 
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into Scotland, to converfe with John Neper, Baron of Marchifton, near Edinburgh, 
upon his new invention of Logarithms ; and the fummer following made him a fccond 
vifit (<?). In 16 17, for the fake # of his friends and hearers at Grcfham-college, he 
printed, in 8w, his Logarithmorum Chilias Prima [C]. In 1619, he was made Suvilian 
Proreffor of Geometry at Oxford [D] ; but continued to hold his Profeflbrfhip of 
Grefham- college, till the 25th of July, 1620, and then refigned it. Upon his going 
to Oxford, he fettled himlclf at Merton-college, and foon after was incorporated 
Matter of Arts in that Univerfity, where he continued till his death. In 1622, he 
publifhed a fmall trad:, in 4^, concerning the North-weft Paffage to the South Sea 9 
through the Continent of Virginia and Hudfons Bay (f). The reafon which led him to it cf) Reprinted 
was, probably, his being then a member of the company trading to Virginia; His in .^ ch ^^ 
next performance was his great and elaborate work, intitled, arithmetic a Logartth- p . 352! 
mica [£]i and foon after he engaged in another grand work, intitled, Trigonometria 

Bntannica. 


et communiter recepta fortna Sinuum, Tangeniium, et 
Secant 1 um, <vel integro die abfolvantur ; i. e. * By the 
' help of this invention, more mathematical queftions 
c may be determined in one hour, than in a whole 

* day by the old and commonly-received method of 

* Sines, Tangents, and Secants.' But no one more 
extol ed it than Mr. Briggs, who, in a letter to Mr. 
James Uflur (afterwards Archbifhop of Armagh), 
fpeaks of it thus: Naper, Lord of Markinjlon, hath 
Jet my head and hands at work with his new and ad- 
mirable Logarithms. I hope to fee him this jummer ; for 
I never jaw a book which pleafed me better, and made 

(it ) Uflier*? me more wonder (n). This year the Baron pub- 
Lctten, p. 36. lifhed his Rabdologia, in the Dedication of which to 
1 the Lord Chancellor Seton, he mentions another 

fpecies of Logarithms , different from what he had 
publifhed in 1614, and which he had invented fince 
that time. His words are thefe : Logarithmorum 
fpeciem aliam multo pr<rfantiorem nunc etiam in<veni- 
mus, et creandi methodum una cum eorum ufu, fi Deus Ion- 
giorem vita et valetudinis ujuram concefferit, enjulgare 
Jtatuimus. Ipfam autem no<vi Canon is jupputationem, 
oh infirmam corporis noflri valftudinem, 1'iris in hoc 
Jiudii gene re v erf at is relinquimus ; imprimis <vero D. 
Henrico Briggs, Londini publico Geometric Profejfori, 
et amico mihi longe charifjimo ; i. e. 4 I have lately in- 

* vented another, and a much better, kind of Loga- 

* rithms ; and \ purpofe, if God grant me life and 

* health, to publilh the method of contracting them', 

* together with their ufe. But* on account of the 
f bad ftate of my health, I leave the computation of 

* the new Canon to perfons converfant in this kind 

* of iludy ; particularly to Mr, Henry Briggs, public 
J Profeffor of Geometry at London, and my moft 

* dear friend.' It feems from this paffage, as if the 
Baron, being then fenilble of his declining health, 
was defirous, by this public notice of his new method 
of Logarithms, and his expectations from Mr. Briggs, 
to engage him more firmly in the profecution of that 
ufeful, but very laborious, work here mentioned. 
Soon after the publication of the Canon Mi rife us Lo- 
garithmorum, it was tranflated into Englifh by Mr. 
Edward Wright, and fent to the author into Scotland 
for his perufal, who approved of it very well. But 
Mr. Wright dying before the book was returned 
from Scotland, the care of the impreflion was, both 
by him and the Baron, committed to Mr. Briggs, 
who publimed it in the year 161 6, with a Preface of 
his own, containing fome account of its excellent 
ufes, and a defcription of the inftrumental Table, to 
find the part proportional, placed at the end. We 
find, by the paflage tranferibed above from the Ba- 
ron's Dedication of his Rabdologia, that what he pro- 
pofed to do himfelf in relation to the fecond fpecies of 
Logarithms, was only to give an account how they 
were made, and explain the ufe of them, and to leave 
the labour of their calculation to others, and particu- 
larly to Mr. Briggs. But he did not live to go 
through what he intended ; and therefore, after his 
deceaie, the manufcript being fent to Mr. Briggs, 
he made feveral additions to it, as will appear by 
looking into the contents of the book itfelf, publifhed 

(12) EdlnSurgi, by the Baron's fan (iz). In 161 5, Mr. Briggs, in 
1619, 4fo, explaining the fubjeel of Logarithms to his hearers at 
Grelham College, obferved, that it would be more 
commodious if they were fo altered, that o mould be 
the Logarithm of the whole Sim, as in the Canon, and 
10000000000 be maie the Logarithm of a tenth part 
of the whole Sine, namely, 5 degrees, 44 minutes, 
and 21 feconds. And prefently after he acquainted 


the author with this by a letter ; dnd, having cal- 
culated fome Logarithms in that manner, he took a 
journey to Edinburgh, to fhew the Baron what he 
had done. He was very kindly received by Neper, 
and itaid with him a month ; and in their converfa- 
tion upon that head, the Baron told him, he was 
fenfible the Logarithms might be altered for the bet- 
ter, before he published his Canon; but choie to 
have them printed in the manner he had prepared 
them, till he had leiiure and health to make others 
more commodious ; which he thought would be belt, 
if o was made the Logarithm of an Unit, and 
10000000000 that of the whole Sine. Mr. Briggs 
agreed with him in this; and, at his defire, after he 
came back to London, throwing by thofe he had cal- 
culated upon his former fcheme* made others in the 
manner fuggefted by theBaron, who highly approved 
of tnem, and earnestly preffed him to proceed (13). 
And upon this plan was Mr. Briggs's Arithmetica 
Logarithmica formed See the remark [is], 

[C] His Logarithmorum Chinas Prima.] Thefe 1 
Logarithms, he teils us in the Preface, are of a dif- 
ferent kind from thofe pubiiflved by the illufirious 
inventor of the art, in his Canon Mirifcus. Quod 
autem hi Logarithmi diver ji fent ab lis, quos clarijjimus 
inventor, memorise J em fir colendte, in juo edidit Canons 
Mir if co, Sec. And this Chilias Prima is what Sir 
Henry Bourchier refers to in the following pafTage of 
a letter written by him to Dr. Ufher : * Our kind 
* friend Mr. Briggs hath lately published a Supple- 
( ment to the molt excellent Tables of Logarithms, 
1 which I prefume he has fent you (14)/ This let- 
ter is dated December 6, 1617. 

[D] He was made Savilian Profeffor bf Geometry 
at Oxford.] Sir Henry Savile, the tounder of that 
lecture, had himfelf for fome time diicharged that 
province, and read thirteen lectures upon the firfl 
eight Propofitions of Euclid's E'cments, which were 
afterwards printed (15) ; and then he furrendered the 
chair to Mr. Briggs, taking leave of his aadience, in 4** 
his lait ledure, with thefe words : Trado lampadem 
fucceffbri meo, dofiijjimo <vir#, qui -vos ad intima Geo* 
metric my fieri a perducet. Mr. Briggs entered upon 
this ne.v province January the 8ch that year, which 
he opened with an eloquent oration, and the week 
following began his le&ures with the ninth Propor- 
tion of Euclid, where Sir Henry Savile had left 
off(i6). 

[E] His Arithmetica Logarithmica.] The title at 
length is, Arithmetica Logarithmica ; five, Logarith- 
morum Chili ades triginta y pro numeris naturali ferie 
crefcentibus ab unit ate ad 20,000, et a 90,000, ad 
IO0,00O. Quarum ope multa perficiuntur arithmetica 
Problemata et geometrica. Hot numeros primus invenit 
clarijftmus vir Johannes Neperus, baro Merchijlomi ; 
eos autem ex ejufdem Jententia mutauit eorumquc or turn 
et ufum illuflravit Henricus Bnggius, in celtberrima 
Academia Oxcnienfi Geomstria? Profejjor Savilianus : 
Londini, 1 624, folio. There was a lecond edition of 
this noble work publifhed by Mr. Adrian Vlacq, of 
Targou, in Holland, in which the incervening num- 
bers from 20,000 to 90,000 were hi leu up. The vide 
of that edition runs thus : Arithmetica Logarithmica % 
five, Logarithmorum Chi Hades centum, pro numeris na- 
turali Jerie crejeentibus ab unit ate ad 100,000; una 
cum Canone Triangulorum, Jeu T abuta artiftci aliumfinu- 
um, tangentium, et jecantium , ad radiun 1 000000,00000, 
et ad fingula fcrupula prima quadrantis. ^uibus no- 
wum traditur compendium, qui it him nec anmirabdius, 
nec utilius, #d Jofoenda pUragu$ probltmata arithmetic* 


(13} Seethe 
Href ice to Mf. 
Briggs s Arich- 

mua. 


(14! Ufaet'i 
Letters, p. 6a» 


(is) Oxon.i6ai, 


fi6)WooH,Hi<h 
& Antlq Oxofl, 
I. ii. p. 314. 
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(17) * See the 
article GELLI- 
BRAND 
(Henry). 


fi8) Aih.Oxon. 
Vol. i. col. 55c, 


(19') Smith, ub\ 
Jupra, p. 13. 

(io) Lives o'the 
Profcflor*, 
p. 129. 


B R I G G S (Henry). 

Briiannica [F]. This great Mathematician died the a6th of January, 1630, in Mer- 
ton-college [G], and was buried in the choir of the chapel there, under the honorary 
monument of Sir Henry Savile ; a plain ftone being laid over him, with his name only 
inferibed on it. Befides the pieces already mentioned, Mr. Briggs wrote many others j 
fome of which have never been publifhed [//], and others .publifhed by other ,per- 
fons [/]. We fhall give his character, and the opinions of writers concerning him, 
in the remark [K]. 


et geometric a. Hos numerate Sec. E ditto fecund a, aucla 
per Adrianu?n Vlacq, Goudanum : Goudar, 1628, folio. 
This edition, foon after his death, was tranflated in- 
to EngliOi, with the following title : 6 Logarithmic all 
c Arithmetike, or, Tables of Logarithmes for abfo- 

* lute numbers, from an unite to 100,000 ; as alfo for 

* fines, tangentes, and fecantes, for ev'ry minute of 

* a quadrant : With a plain defcription of their ufe 
c in arithmetike, geometrie, geographie, aftronomie, 

* navigation, tJc. Thefe Numbers were firft in- 

* vented by the mod excellent John Neper, Baron of 

* Marchifton ; and the fame were transform'd, and 

* the foundation and ufe of them illuftrated, with his 

* approbation, by Henry Briggs, Sir Henry Savile 's 

* Profefibr of Geometrie in the Univerfitie of Ox- 

* ford ; the ufes whereof were writen in Latin by the 

* author himfelfe ; and fmce his death publifhed in- 
4 Englilh by diverfe of his friends, according to his 

* mind, for the benefit of fuch as underftand not the 

* Latin tongue. London, 163 1 , folio.* 

[i 1 ] A 'work intitlcd Trigonometria Britrnnica.] 
He prop o fed to complete it in two books, but lived 
to write the firlt only ; leaving the fecond to the care 
of his old friend Mr. Henry Gellibrand, who finifhed 
the work, and publifhed it under the title of Trigo- 
nomctria Britannic a ; Jive, De Doclrina Triangulorum : 
Lihri duo, Sck. (17). This feems to be the work pro- 
mifed, in a manner, by our author in the Differtation 
prefixed to his Aritkmctica Logarithmica, where he 
fays, Super eft adbuc Iogarithmorum ufus nobilijjimus, et 
maxime neceffarius, in doclrina triangulorum fpharico- 
rum, quern feorjim, uti fpcro, pcculiari libro exbibebo ; 
i. e. * The nobleit, and the moft important, ufe of 

* Logarithms, namely, in the doctrine of Spherical 

* Triangles, is flill behind ; which I purpofe to ex- 
? plain in a dillinct treatife.' 

[G] He died in Merlon College.] The fol- 
lowing account of him (lands yet in the College Re- 
gifter. Jan. 26, 1650. Obiit apud nos commenfalis, 
mo gift er Henricus Briggs vir quidem moribus ac vita 
integerrimus ; qucm in rebus Geometricis, quarum ftu- 
diis primum Cantabrigite in foe iet ate Coilegii S. Johannis 
fefe a juvcutute fua addixerat, dein publicus preeleclor 
LonJini in Collegio Grejhamenfi multos per annos fufti- 
nuerut, omnium fui temporis eruditijjimum, D. Henricus 
Savilius, ut primo ex fundatione fua geometric profeffo- 
ris muncre fungcrctnr, Oxonium cvocavit ; cujus exe- 
quias 29 die proxime fequcnte, condone babita a ma- 
gift ro Sellar, cj oratione funebri a magiftro Crcfly, una 
cu:n primoribus Acadcmia: celebravimus. We learn 
from this account, that the Heads, aod other chief 
perfons, of the Univerfity attended his funeral ; and 
that a fermon was preached by Mr. Sellar, and a 
funeral-oration fpoken by Mr. CrefTy (Fellows of 
Merton College), on that occafion. 

[H] He wrote fome pieces, vjhich have never been 
publijbcd ] They are, I. Commentaries on tbe Geome- 
try of Peter Ramus. Mr. Wood (18) tells us, that, 
after the author's death, this treatife came into the 
hands of Mr. John Greaves, from him to his brother 
Dr. Thomas Greaves, and then to Mr. Theodore 
Hfaak, a Fellow of the Royal Society. II. Dure 
Epiftola ad celeberrimum vir urn, Cbriftianum Lon%o- 
montanum. One of thefe letters contained fome Re- 
marks upon a Treatife of Longomontanus, about 
fquaring the Circle; and the other a Defence of 
Arithmetical Geometry. Both of them were in the 
polTL-fiion of Dr. Smith, who intended to publilh 
them, but did not live to execute his defign (19). 
Thefe which follow, Mr. Ward tells us (20), are in 
the hands of Mr. Jones. III. Animadverfiones Geo- 
metrics, 410. IV. De eodem Arguvicnto. 4to. Both 
thefe tr^atifes contain great variety of Geometrical 
Proportions concerning the Properties of .many Fi- 
gures, with fevcral Arithmetical Computations re- 
lating to the Circle, Angular Sedions, fcffr. V. An 
Unglijb Treatife of Common Aritbmetick, folio. 1$ this 
are contained, not only the Vulgar Rules, but alio 
the manner of cxtr.itf.ing the Square and Cube Roots, 
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with the Rules of Proportion, Allegation, Arithme- 
tical and Geometrical Progreflion. VI. A Letter to 
Mr, Clarke of Gravefend, dated from Grefham Col- 
lege the 25th of February, i6 r -0 ; with whicr he 
fends him the Defcription of a Ruler, called BcdvjeWs 
Ruler, with Direilions bovo to draw it. This Mr. 
Bedwell was a clergyman, who had a living at Tot- 
tenham (21), and was one of the divines in that clafs 
at Weftminfler who were appointed by King James I. 
to revife the Engliflt Translation of the Bible (22). 

Some others , publijhed by otber perfons .] 

Namely, I. Tables for tbe improvement of Navigation. 
A Table of Declination of every minute of tbe . Ecliptic, 
in degrees, minutes, and feconds. A Table of the Sun's 
Poftapbarefes. A Table of Equations of the Sun's 
Ephemerides. A Table of the Smh s Declination. Tables 
to find tbe height of the Pole, in any latitude, f rem the 
height of the Pole-Star. Thefe Tables are printed. in 
the fecond edition of Mr. Edward Wright's .treatife, 
intitled, Certain Errors in Navigation detecled and 
COrreded: London, 1610, \to (2$). II. Euclid; s Ele- 
ment crum VI libri priores, fecundum Vetera Exemplaria 
reftituti, ex Verfione Latina Frederici Commandini , ali- 
quam ?nuhis in locis caftigati : Londini, 1620, . folio. 
This was printed without his name to it. III. Ma- 
thematica ab antiquis minus cognita. This is a fum- 
mary of the moll obfervnble inventions of modern 
mathematicians, communicated by Mr. Briggs to Dr. 
George Hakewdl, and publimed by him in feveral 
editions of his Apologie : London, folia. .It is .like- 
wife printed in Mr. Ward's Lives of the Prof tffors of 
Grefoam College. Append. No. 9. 

[AT] His character, and the ofiuuns of -writers con- 
cerning him.] Dr. Smith (24.) gives W\m thecliara&er 
of a man of great probity ; eafy and acceiiible to all ; 
free from arrogance, morofenefs, envy, ambition, -and 
avarice ; a contemner of riches, and contented with 
his own flation ; preferring a iludious retirement to 
all the fplendid circumftances of life. The learned 
Mr. Thomas Gataker, who attended his lectures 
when he was Reader of Mathematics at St. John's 
College in Cambridge, reprefents him as highly 
efteemed by all perfons (killed in the mathematics, 
both at home and abroad ; and fays, that, defiring 
him once to give him his judgment concerning Judi- 
cial Aftrolcgy, his anfwer was, that he conceived it to 
be a mere jy ft em of groundlcfs conceits (25). And Mr. 
Oughtred calls him * the mirror of the age for excel- 
' lent fkill in Geometry (26). But his fuccefibr at 
Grefham College, the famous Dr. Ifaac Barrow, in 
his Oration there upon his ad minion (27), has given 
his character more fully in the following pafTage, 
wherein he celebrates his great abilities, fkill, and 
induftry, in perfecting Neper's admirable invention 
of Logarithms ; which, but for his care and pains, 
might have continued an imperfect and ufelefs de- 
fign. Atteftor titum, quod noftris agmen ducit in ta- 
bu/is, omni laude majus, omuique encomio celebratius 
nomsn, dofftHna, acumine, fohrtia, pr<*ftantiffime Brig- 
gi, tu, qui Logarithmorum illud pr<*clarijjimum etr- 
tificium 7ian tua quidem ( quod ad gloriam maxime fece- 
ritj reperifti fortuna ; fed (quod <vque laudem mere- 
tur) cenfummafti indnftria, at que o?>;nibus 7iwneris ab* 
folvtfti : £>uod inutile forfan adbuc et impcrfedum ja- 
ccret opus, fun dame nti fui ruderibus oh volution, ttiji fub- 
tiliftimi tu /imam ingenii, et indefifftS diligentiam ma- 
nus adbibuiffes : 2>ui denfas iftas mmerorum phalanges 
dum vslut in aciem ordiuatim inftrueres, totque immenfos 
nobis canonas concinnares, Uii temporis difpendio noftri 
otium redemifti, tuo lab ore noftrum fublevaJH t tedium, 
noftro ut fomno parceres ternmmfis teipftm vigiliis mace- 
rafti ; digmts propterea, qui inmmerabiles a nobis, ne- 
qjue per tuos etiam Logarithmos computabihs, gratiasTe- 
porurcs. We fhall fubjoin an Kpigram upon Mr. 
Briggs, written by Mr. Henry Jacob (28), who was 
much celebrated at that time for his fkill in PhiloJogy. 
The point or fting of it is that De.nh had not put 
ajt end to his art, for bis fui continued to ailronomizc, 
and hi i body to geometric. 


(»0 U/herV 
Letters, p.n. 

(22) Fuller's 
Church Hift. 
©V. 1. x. p. 45, 


(23) See the end 
of Mr. Wughtt 
Preface. 


(24) In Vfc 


(25) Vindicat, 
of the Annot.oft 
Jcrem. x. 2. 

p. 87. 

(26) Apolog.Ep. 
agiinft Rich, de 
La mam, p. 30, 

(27) See Ward's 
Lives of the 
Profeflbrs, &c. 
Append. No.ig* 


(>.S) See his 
P >L ; mata Graeca 
3c Latina. 
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BRIGGS (William), 
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V Hv £T4 Tc^WclO?* fACChCL ydp <7TE*€V OtVTQ^h^ T»{* 

Vlpa^iocq BfAjMTpost (Pponiox; ufctvioc. 
Uatva-e $t (juv reyvnq at/Tfl po'ipoi. $xvc#to<; 

'ArpovcfA.iT ^v^yj, awflot, yiopiTpiu* B. 

*«* [William Lilly, the famous Aftrologer, in his 
Hiftory of his Life and Times, gives the following 
account of Mr. Briggs's vifit to Lord Napier, as he 
is commonly called. * At firft, when the Lord Na- 
4 pier, or Marchifton, made public his Logarithms, 

* Mr. Briggs was fo furprifed with admiration of 

* them, that he could have no quietnefs in himfelf, 

* till he had feen that noble perfon the Lord Mar- 

* chifton, whole only invention they were. He ac- 

* quaints John Marr herewith, who went into Scot- 
1 land before Mr. Briggs, purpofely to be there when 

* thefe two fo learned perfons mould meet. Mr. 

* Briggs appoints a certain day when to meet at 

* Edinburgh ; but failing thereof, Lord Napier was 

* doubtful he would not come. It happened one day, 

* as John Marr and the Lord Napier were fpeaking 

* of Mr, Briggs, 44 Ah, John," faith Marchifton, 
*' Mr. Briggs will not come." At the very inftant 

* one knocks at the gate : John Marr halted down, 

* and it proved Mr. Briggs, to his great content- 


ment. He brings Mr. Briggs up into my Lord's 
chamber, where almoft one quarter of an hour was 
fpent, each beholding other almoft with admira- 
tion, before one word was fpoke. At lad Mr. 
Briggs began : "My Lord, I have undertaken this 
4 long journey purpofely to fee your perfoh, and to 
' know by what engine of wit or ingenuity you came 
c firft to think of this moft excellent help unto aftro- 
4 nomy, wjb. the Logarithms ; but, my Lord, being 
* by you found out, I wonder no body elfe found it 
4 out before, when, now known, it is fo eafy." 
He Was nobly entertained by Lord Napier ; and 
every fummer after that, during the Lord's being 
alive, this venerable man, Mr. Briggs, went pur- 
pofely into Scotland to vifit him. — Thefe two per* 
fons were worthy men in their time ; and yet the 
one, viz. Lord Marchifton, was a great lover of 
aftrology, but Briggs the moft fatirical man agalrlft 
it that hath been known. But the reafon hereof, 
I conceive, was, that Briggs was a fevere Prefby- 
terian, and wholly converfant with perfons of that 
judgment ; whereas the Lord Marchifton was a 
general fcholar, and deeply read in all divine and 
human hiftories. It is the fame Marchiftcri who 
made that moft ferious and learned expofuion upon 
the Revelation of St. John, which is the heft that 
ever jet appeared in the world (29).* K.J 


(a) See Baron- 
etage, 81*0,1741, 
Vol, ii. p. 151. 


BRIGGS (William), an eminent Englifh Phyfician in the hitter end of the 
XVII th century, was born in the city of Norwich, and fon of Auguftin Briggs, 
Efq; \ST\ four times Member of Parliament for that city, delcended from an ancient 
family at Salle (a) in Norfolk (£). He was admitted into Bennet-college, in the Uni- 
verfity of Cambridge, at thirteen years of age ; and educated under the care of Dr. 
Thomas Teniibn, afterwards Archbifhop of Canterbury ; and was chofen Fellow of 
that Society ; in which he continued feveral years, and had the tuition of a good num- 
ber of pupils, difcharging that truft with honour to the college. He there took the 
degrees of Bachelor and Mafter of Arts, and entered on the Phyfic line ; in which fa- 
culty he commenced Doctor in 1677. He ftudied with the utmoft application, and 
was a good Linguift and Philofopher, and well verfed in moft parts of learning. Octo- 
ber the 26th, 1670, he was incorporated in the Univerfity of Oxford, being then Mafter 
f<j Wood's Fafti of Arts (r). After he had improved himfelf by his travels into foreign countries, he 
fettled at London, where he praftifed with great fuccefs, and foon became eminent in 
his profeflion, being much efteemed by perfons of the higheft rank, and moft learned 
of his time. He was particularly famous for his exquifite fkill in difficult cafes of the 
eye, in which he diftinguifhed himfelf to great advantage. He accurately furveyed the 
eye, and was a judicious Anatomift, as appears by his Ophthalmographia^ and Nova 
Vi/ionis Theoria [5] ; an account of which treatifes is inferted in the Philofophical Tranf- 

atticns 


(: 9 ) Lilly's Hift» 
of his Life and 

— -1 56. 


(b) See the I*e. 
digree of the 
Briggs's, in ' 
BlomfieleTsHifr, 
of Norfolk, 
Vol, ii. p. 640* 


Oxon. Vol, ii, 
col. 182, 2d 
«dit.Lond. 1721 


[J] Auguftin Briggs, Efq;] Was fon of Auguftin 
Briggs, Efq; and was educated at Norwich, where he 
lived many years in great credit and efteem. He was 
Major of the Trained Bands, or City Militia; being 
ftrenuous for his royal mafter King Charles I. la 
the rebellion, he was one of thofe gentlemen who, in 
1643, joined the Earl of Nevvcaftle in the fiege of 
Lynn. In 1660, at the Refloration, he was very 
ferviceable in compofing the differences between the 
Dean and Chapter, and city of Norwich, and in pro- 
curing a new charter for the city. He died Au- 
guft 28th, 1684, in the 63d year of his age ; having 
juftly deferved the character given him by the late 
Reverend Mr. Whitefoot, Minifter of St. Peter's, 
who compofed the infcription on his monument erect- 
ed in that church ; for he was indeed highly loyal to 
his King, and yet a ftudious preferver of the ancient 
privileges of his country ; was always firm and re fo- 
late in upholding the Church of England, and affi- 
duous and punctual in all the important trufts that 
were committed to him, whether in the auguft affem- 
bly of Parliament, his honourable commands in the 
Militia, or his jufticiary affairs upon the Bench ; 
gaining the affe&ions of the people by his hofpitality, 
and repeated acls of kindnefs; which he continued 
beyond his death, leaving the charities mentioned in 
his will, as a more certain remembrance to pofterity, 
than the perifhing monument erected by his friends, 
on which is the following infcription : 

Auguftinus Briggs Armiger, 
Urbis et Agri Icenorum bonus Genius : 

Vir Famae Integra?, 
Judicio Sano, Ingenio fagaci pneditus ; 
Vol, II. 


Pietatis, Charitatis, Comitatis, 
Exemplar probatiffimum, 
Civitatis aliquando Praefectus, diu Senator ; 

Cohortis Urbanac Dux militant \ 
Regni ad Concilium publicum 4ter Cooptatus 
SufFragio Civium Unanimi. 
Regi Servus (ft quis alius) Fidiffimus, 
Ecelefiae Anglicance Filius pientiffimus, 
Pauperum Patron us munificentiflimus* 
Filium Cognominem, 
Honoris et Amoris publici, 
Haeredem reliquit ; 
Cujus pietate, hoc quicquid eft, Monumenti 
Memoriae Sacrum, 
Invidia carentis 
Ereclum eft, 
Obiit 28 Auguft : 
A " " \ Xanse 1684 

Anno { m - r 
I tat is 6-t. 

Cum Uxore Eliza Aldred ut diu jucunde vixit 

Hie tandem placide quiefcit (*). {*) See Blom- 

, . field's Hift. of 

[B] H/s Ophthalmographia, and Nova Vifionis Norfolk, Vol. ii. 
Theoria.] They were publifhed at Cambridge, 1676, P- 6 4*« 
in xzmoy under this following title : Ophthalmagra' 
phia, Jive oculi cjufqitc partium defcriptio Anatomica > 
cui accejjit nova vifionis Theoria. Thefe two treatifes 
are highly commended by moft authors, who have 
fince written upon that fubjeft. Dr. William Der- 
ham, in his Phyftco-Theology (1), cites them with ( x ) Book**, 
great commendation j and Sir Ifaac Newton, then ca ?" llM 
Profeffor of Mathematics in the Univerfity of Cam- 
bridge, in his letter to the author, expreffes his ap- 
probation of thofe treatifes in the following terms : 

7 L -Vir 


59° 


BRIGGS (William). 


lndcxLvu IX anions of the Royal Society (d)^ of which he was Fellow, as well as of the College of 
Phyfieians: he likewife wrote two other pieces [C]. In his letter before Mr. John 
Brown's Graphical Defcription of the Mufcles, 1697, he informs the Public, that he had 
thoughts of publifhing a traft about the ufes and diftempers of the Eye j and alfo another 
againft the Epicurean Seft, about the origin of Man [D] ; but he did not finifh them. 

He 


* Vir clariffime, hifce tuis tractatibus duas magni 

* nominis fcientias uno opere promoves, Anatomi- 
' cum dico et Opticam. Organi enim (in quo utra- 

* que verfatur) artificio fummo conftrutti diligenter 
c perfcrutaris myfteria. In hujus diflectione peritiam 

* et dexteritatem tuam non exiguo olim mihi oblecta- 
( mentofuifle recorder. Mufculis motoriis fecundum 

* fitum fuum naturalem eleganter a te expanfis, cae- 
« terifque partibus coram expofitis, fie ut fingulorum 
4 nfus et minifteria non tam intelligere liceret, quam 

* cernere, efFecerat dudum, ut ex cultro hie nihil 

* non accuratum fperarem. Nec fpem fallebat exi- 

* mius ille Tractatus Anatomicus, quern poftmodum 
4 edidifli. Jam praxeos hujus »<^svav pergis inge- 
4 niofiffima Theoria inltruere et exornare. Et quis 

* Theoriis condendis aptior extiterit, quam qui pha?- 

* nomenis accurate obfervandis navarit operam ?' &c. 
By tbe/e two treatifes you promote two feiences 


(2)0phth 
cap. i. \ 1 


— 1. e. 


* °f great import ance, Anatomy and Optics ; for you 
4 have accurately penetrated into the myfteries of the 
4 Organ, upon which both of them is converfant, and 
4 which is formed with the highejl art imaginable. I 

* remember, that your fkill and dexterity in the diffeilion 
4 of that organ formerly gave me great pleafure. And 
4 as you had elegantly opened the motory mufcles accord- 
4 ing to their natural fituation, and explained the other 
4 parts in fuch a manner, that we might not only under- 
4 flandy but even fee the fecret ufes of each of them, 

* / expecled every thing to be accurately performed by 
4 your diffetlion. Nor was I deceived in my hopes by 
4 your excellent Anatomical Treat if e, which you pub- 
4 lijhed fince. Tou are now going on to adorn thefe exatt 
4 difcoveries with a very ingenious Theory. And indeed 
4 who is more qualified to form theories, than he who 
4 has taken fuch pains in obferving the phenomena of 
€ nature with fo much accuracy ?' Sir Ifaac concludes 
With encouraging the Doctor to proceed, as he had 
begun, in improving thofe feiences with his admirable 
difcoveries ; and to Ihew the world, that the difficul- 
ties with regard to natural caufes may be as eafily 
furmounted by application and fagacity, as they are 
hard to be overcome by the ordinary efforts of the 
generality of mankind. * Pergas itaque, Vir orna- 

* tilTime, fcientias hafce praeclaris inventis, uti facis, 

* excolere, doceafque difficultates caufarum natura- 
4 lium tam facile folertia vinci pofTe, quam folent 

* conatibus vulgaribus difhculter cedere. Vale.' 
In this work the Doctor confiders the form, parts, 
and motions of th^ eye, in an exact and curious man- 
ner ; and as he thoroughly underftood the ceconomy 
of that admirable organ, he gives this character of it : 

* Inter prxcipuas corporis animati partes, quae magni 

* conditoris noftri fapientiam oftenderunt, nulla fane 

* reperitur, quae majori pompa elucet, quam ipfe 

* oculus, aut quae elegantiori forma concinnatur. 

* Dum enim aliae partes vel minori fatellitio ftipantur, 

* vel in tantam venuflatem haud aflurgunt, Ocelli 

* pcculiarem honorem et decus a fupremo Numine 

* afnatum referunt, et nunquam non ftupendae fuse 

* potential characteres reprxfentant. Nulla fane pars 
a!mo£« < tam divino artificio et ordine,' &c. (2) 1 Among 


4 the principal parts of an animated body, which dif- 
* play the wifdom of our great Creator, there is none 
' which appears with greater magnificence, or is formed 
4 in a more elegant manner, than the eye : for while 
4 other parts are either lefs attended and guarded, or do 
4 not rife to fo great a Jhare of beauty, the eyes have a 
' peculiar grace and honour breathed upon them by the 
4 Almighty himfelf, and perpetually difplay the marks of 
4 his amazing power. For no part indeed with fuch 
4 divine fkill and harmony? ice. The Theory of Vifion, 
and the continuation of that difcourfe, were at firft 
inferted in the Philofophical Tranfatlions in Englifli ; 
but the author, a few years after, tranflated them 
into Latin, and annexed them to his Ophthalmagra- 
phia, to which*they properly belong, in a fecond edi- 
tion printed at London 1685, in Svo. They were 
publifhed alfo at Leyden, and are more frequently to 
be met with in the bookfcllers mops in Holland, than 
in England. Dr. William Wotton, in his Refieilions 


upon ancient and modern Learning (3), gives an account (3) Cap, xvii. 
of the difcoveries of our author with regard to the p. 203, etfeq. 
eye ; and having remarked, that the ancients found 3 d J dlt ^ ond » 
out the humours of it, the watery, cryftalline, and I7 ° 5 ' Wi 
glafTy, and all its tunicles, and gave a good defcrip- 
tion of them ; but that the optic nerve, the aqueous 
duels, which fupply the watery humour, and the vef- 
fels, which carry tears, were not fufficiently exa- 
mined ; he tells us, that the firft was done by Dr. 
Briggs, who has found, that in the tunica retiformis, 
which is contiguous to the glafly humour, the fila- 
ments of the optic nerve there expanded lie in a molt 
exact and regular order, all parallel one to another ; 
which, when they are united afterwards in the nerve, 
are not muffled confufedly together, but Hill preferve 
the fame order, until they come to the brain. The 
cryftalline humour, continues Dr. Wotton, had al- 
ready been difcovered to be of a double convex figure, 
made of two unequal fegments of fpheres, and not 
perfectly fpherical, as the ancients thought. So that 
this farther difcovery made by Dr. Briggs mews evi- 
dently why all the parts of the image are fo diftinctly 
carried to the brain, fince every ray ftrikes upon a 
feveral filament of the optic nerve, and all thofc 
firings fo Ifcruck are moved equably at the fame time. 
He obferves afterwards (4), that the lymphaeducts, (4) Page 105* 
through \yhich the moifture is conveyed from the two 
glands ill the corners of the eyes, were not fully 
traced tilr Steno (c) and Briggs defcribed them. (5) Obfervat. 

[C] Wrote two other pieces.] The firft is intitled, ^s^wum 
Two remarkable Cafes relating to Vifion ; publifhed in ct N Ar ium Vafi*. 
the Philofophical TranJ aclions, No. CLTX. p. 562, 

May 20, 1684. The other is intitled, Solutio Phi- 
lofophica cafus cujufdem rarioris in Actis Philofo- 
phicis, No. CLIX. nuper edit, de Juvene vefperi 
cascutiente ; i.e. A Philofophical Solution of an uncom- 
mon Cafe, lately printed in the Philofophical Trans- 
actions, No. CLIX. concerning a youth who was blind 
in the evening. 

[D] About the origin of man.] The Doctor, after 
commending Mr. Brown's induftry, mys — - * The 

peculiar frame and ufes of the mufcles in man (par- 
ticularly of the hands) are wonderful, as they are 
requifite not only in the fine operations of your art, 
but alfo in Agriculture, Navigation, Writing, 
Manufacture, Building, and all forts of Mechanic 
Arts (which the brutes are not capable* of), to 
which the exquifite fabric of thofe of the legs in 
fome of thefe aflifts : but befides, the formation of 
the lumbricales and perforantes in the hand (de- 
fcribed Tab. 22. and 24.) are requifite in the fine 
flops of the organ, and other mufical inftrumcnts 
in the fervice of the great Creator, as the mufcles 
of the tongue and larynx are fubfervient to thofe 
hymns and praifes we duly offer to him ; whereas 
the beafts (who were not defigned for that har- 
mony) have only one particular note to call to their 
kind, or be diftinguifhed by. It was the conii- 
deration of this that made Galen fo fenfible of the 
admirable ceconomy of the body, in his tract: de Ufu 
partium ; and Mr, Hobbes confefTes the fame (Lib. 
de Homine, cap. 1.), where reprefenting Epicurus's 
opinion about the autoBhones or terrigente, he is 
afhamed of it (as I alfo knew by his converfation), 
and, like a convert of the more learned Harvey on 
that fubject, as to the formation of the foetus, and 
its nourifhment afterwards by the breafts, ends the 
chapter in thefe words : Qui machinas omnes, turn 
generationis turn nutritionis fat is perfpexerint , nec 
tamen eas a mente aliqua, conditas or din at af que ad 
fua quafque officia viderint, ipfe profeclo fine mente efift 
confendi funt. 

4 The make indeed of the parts of the human 
body, at firft view, is very furpriiing ; and the rud'e 
directions in the time of Galen, the infpections of 
the vifcera, and the facrifices of the dark ages 
(which obtained univerfally), gave many glimpfes 
of the great Author ; but the improvement of 
Anatomy in our times, and the help we have by 
Microfcopes of viewing more thoroughly the cu- 

* rious 
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He was Phyfician in Ordinary to King William III., and Phyfician to St. Thomas's 
f&«°°*' M Hospital in Southwark (e). rfe married Hannah, ibJe daughter and heirefs of Ed- 
mund Hobart, Gent, of Holt in Norfolk [£], a defcendent of Sir Henry Hobart, Lord 
Chief Juftice of the Common-Pleas in the reign of King James I., and related to the 
honourable family of that name at Blickling in the faid county : fhe was a woman of 
excellent fenfe and great virtue, highly valued and loved in every relation of life. Our 
author died September the 4th, 1704, aged fixty-two years, at Town-Mailing in Kent, 
where he lies interred. He left three children, Mary, Henry, and Hannah: Mary, 
married to Thomas Bromfield, M. D. of London 5 Hannah, to Denny Martin, Gent, of 
Loofe in Kent ; and Henry, late Redtor of Holt, and Chaplain in Ordinary to his Majefty. 


* rious formation of the parts, fets us in a much 
' better light, and raifes our admiration higher. 

* The confideration hereof may afford excellent and 

* convincing arguments againft the growing atheifm 

* of our age, and may prevail more than thofe of a 

* metaphyseal nature on the Sceptics or half-witted 

* Philofophers amongft us ; and I doubt not but, by 

* a Mecanas that may encourage here, a fet of inge- 

* nious Anatomifts, the learned Mr. Boyle's noble 

* defign in his Lectures might be completed. I con- 

* fefs, I have fometimes thought of publifhing a traft 

* againft the Epicurean feet, that has lain by me for 
r fome years, about the Origin of Ma?i (before I (hall 

* thofe I have promifed about the ufes and diftempers 

* of the parts of the eye) ; and I qucftion not but the 
4 argument, with the fore-mentioned afliftance, might 

* be fo managed as to make atheifm as ridiculous as 
4 thofe excellent Prelates and others of our times have 
' done fuperilition and idolatry. I could wifh, in 

* order hereunto, that anatomical ftudies were en- 

* couraged and brought to the greateft perfection, 

* and the defcription and ufes of all the parts accu- 

* rately fet forth ; and as you have taken a great deal 

* of pains in this treatife, fo I could wifh (wherein I 
' hope you will excufe the liberty of friendfhip) that 

* there might be a further progrefs in the graphical 

* defcription of themufcles, and that their admirable 

* feries fbrarum (as they ferve to fo many feveral 

* motions of the body) were delineated in the Mathe- 

* matical method of the learned Steno, if any Taiile 

* Douce can reach it.* 

[E] Of Holt in Norfolk], This Mr. Hbbart was 
an eminent Royalift in the late civil wars. He was 
forced from his paternal feat, upon its being difco- 
vered that he was one of thofe Norfolk gentlemen 
that intended an infurrection in favour of the King : 
a party of foldicrs were fent to Holt to take him, 
who were very induftrious fo to do : he was three 


fome circumftnnces concerning Dr. Briggs, which are 
not mentioned in the preceding article. He was 
born, according to Mr. Mailers, about the year 1650, 
and was admitted at the univerfity on the 12th of 
April, 1663, at thirteen years of age. If this ac- 
count be true, Dr. Briggs could only be fifty-four 
years old when he died, and not fixty-two, as is af- 
ferted in his epitaph, which is followed, in this re- 
fpect, both by our predecefTor and by Mr. M alters. 
There is a confufion and inconfiftency in the matter, 
which we do not well know how to reconcile ; though 
we are rather difpofed to think that the miftake lies 
in making Mr. Briggs only thirteen years of age 
when he was entered of his college. It is, indeed, 
fo afferted in his epitaph (6) ; but as we learn, from 
Mr. Mailers, that Mr. Briggs fucceeded Mr. Thomas 
Tenifon (afterwards Archbifhop Tenifon) in his fel- 
lowlhip, on the 7th of November, 1668, he mutt, 
in cafe of his having been admitted at the univerfity 
fo young as is mentioned, have become a Fellow at 
eighteen years of age, which is not very probable. 
It was, alfo, lefs likely that the writer of his epitaph 
fhould be ignorant how old he was when he died, 
than of any other circumftance. 

Mr. Briggs was firft under the tuition of Mr. Wil- 
liam Baldwin, who dying foon after, Mr. Tenifon 
became his tutor. It is faid in Dr. Briggs's epitaph, 
that, while he was Fellow of his college, he had the 
tuition of a good number of pupils ; which account is 
copied in the article above. But Mr. Matters de- 
clares, that, although he continued Fellow many 
years, and that too without going into orders, he was 
never much concerned in the inftruction of pupils. 
His not going into orders can fcarcely be reconciled 
with a previous determination of the vifitors, unlefs 
he had a royal difpenfation in his favour. His chief 
patron, during his foreign travels, was the Right 
Hon. Ralph Montagu, Efq; AmbaMador of France, 


(6) The epi- 
taph is inferred 
in Mr, Mafhrs's 
Hilt, of Corpus 
Chrifti College, 
Appendix, p. 

us. 


days concealed by Anthony Riches, a currier in Holt, and afterwards Duke of Montagu. It was through 
in the top of an outhoufe where he laid his firing ; this gentleman's protection that Dr. Briggs went and 
and, after that, narrowly efcaped them as he went to 


• The materials 
of this article 
have been obli- 
gingly obtained 
tor us from Mr. 
Henfhall, Mr. 
Brindley's bro- 
ther-in-law, 
by MeiT. 
Wedgewood and 
Bentley. To 
Mr, Bentley we 
are farther 


London ; but getting thither iafely, he let himfelf as 
a fervant to a fhoemaker in Turnftile, Holbourn, 
who was made privy to his man's circumltances. He 
was once near being taken up on fufpicion in the way 
of his bufinefs, as he was fitting a wife of one of 
Oliver's colonels with a pair of fhoes : obferving he 
had a very white hand, fhe could not forbear faying, 
lhe feared he was fome cavalier rogue in difguife, 
i>eing fure thofe hands never handled fhocmaker's 
wax ; upon which he confeffed to her good Ladyfhip, 
that he was a very idle fellow, and not being able to 
fettle to the working part of his trade, his mailer 
wholly employed him to carry out fhoes ; and fo he 

was difmified without farther examination. At the 

Reftoration he carried his mailer with him to Holt, 
and maintained him as long as he lived. N. 

[Mr. Mailers *s valuable Hiflory of Corpus 
Chrifti College, Cambridge, will furnifti us with 


gentleman's protection that Dr. Briggs 
ftudied at Montpelier, under that famous anatomift 
Monfieur VieuiTens, to whom he acknowledged him- 
felf chiefly indebted for what {kill he had in that 
fcience. The Doctor was a benefactor to the college 
in which he had been educated. In order to render 
the kitchen of it more cleanly and wholefome, he 
caufed it to be paved with fquare ftones ; and gave, 
be/ides, twenty pounds, for the augmentation of the 
flock for commons. He made prefents, likewife, of 
books to the library (7). 

Dr. Briggs 1 had a brother, Robert Briggs, who 
was educated in the fame college, and fucceeded him 
in his fellowfhip. He became fuccelfively A. B., 
A. M., and LL. D. ; was made a Fellow of the 
Royal Society 5 and was chofen, on the 7th of Fe- 
bruary, 1686, Profefibr of Law in Grefham College, 
which office he held to his death, on the 22d of De- 
cember, 1718 (8). K.] 


(7) Mafters*s 
Hift. of Corpus 
Chrifti College, 
p. 249 — 251, 
164. 


(8) Ibid. p. 151. 
Ward's Grefham 
College Profef- 
fors, p. 258. 


* # * [BRINDLEY (James)*, a man of a mod uncommon genius for mecha- 
nical inventions, and who particularly excelled in planning and conducting inland 
navigations, was born at Tunfted, in the parifh of Wormhill, and county of Derby, 
in the year 1716. His parents were poffeffed of a little freehold, the fmall income of 
which his father diffipated by a fondnefs for fhooting and other field-diverfions, and 
by keeping company with people above his rank. The confequence of this was, that 
debted in feveral hi's fon was fo totally neglected, that he did not receive the ordinary rudiments of edu- 
"artic^iy n L cation. The neceflities of the family were fo prefling, that young Brindley was obliged, 
the {hort, but as ear ly as poflible, to contribute towards its fupport ; and, till he was nearly feven- 
^Mv y ^nL teen years of age, he was employed in thofe kinds of light labour which are ufually 

ley^s character, affigned, 
at the conclu- > ° 
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afligned, in country places, to the children of the poor. At this period of his life, he 
bound himfelf apprentice to one Bennet, a mill-wright, near Macclesfield, in Chefhire, 
and foon became expert in the bufinefs ; befides which, he quickly difcovered a ftrong 
attachment to the mechanic arts in general, and a genius for extending them much 
farther than they had hitherto been carried. In the early part of his apprenticefhip, 
he was frequently left by himfelf, for whole weeks together, to execute works con* 
cerning which his mafler had given him no previous inftrudtions. Thefe works, there- 
fore, he finifhed in his own way ; and Mr. Bennet was often aftonifhed at the improve- 
ments his apprentice, from time to time, introduced into the mill-wright bufinefs, and 
earneftly queftioned him from whence he had gained his knowledge. He had not 
been long at the trade, before the millers, wherever he had been employed, always 
chofe him again, in preference to the m after, or any other workman ; and, before the 
expiration of his fervitude, at which time Mr. Bennet, who was advanced in years, 
grew unable to work, Mr. Brindley, by his ingenuity and application, kept up the 
bufinefs with credit, and luppoi ted the old man and his family in a comfortable 
manner. 

It may not be amifs to mention a fingular inftance of our young mechanic's adtive 
and earneft attention to the improvement of mill-work. His mafter, having been 
employed to build an engine paper-mill, which was the firfl of the kind that had been 
attempted in thofe parts, went to fee one of them at work, as a model to copy after. 
But, notwithftanding this, when he had begun to build the mill, and prepare the 
wheels, the people of the neighbourhood were informed by a mill-wright, who hap- 
pened to travel that road, that Mr. Bennet was throwing his employers money away, 
and would never be able to complete, to any effectual purpofe, the work he had un- 
dertaken. Mr. Brindley, hearing of the report, and being fenfible that he could not 
depend upon his mafter for proper inftrudtions, determined to fee, with his own eyes, 
the mill intended to be copied. Accordingly, without mentioning his defign to a 
fingle perfon, he fet out, on a Saturday evening, after he had finifhed the bufinefs 
• w e fuppofc, of the day travelled fifty miles on foot * took a view of the mill $ returned back, in 
time for his work, on Monday morning ; informed Mr. Bennet wherein he had been 
deficient and completed the engine, to the entire fatisfadtion of the proprietors. Be- 
fides this, he made a confiderable improvement in the prefs-paper. 

Mr. Brindley afterwards engaged in the mill-wright bufinefs on his own account, 
and, by many ufeful inventions and contrivances, advanced it to a higher degree of 
perfedtion than it had formerly attained ; fo that he rendered himfelf greatly valued in 
his neighbourhood, as a molt ingenious mechanic. By degrees, his fame began to 
fpread itfelf wider in the country, and his genius was no longer confined to the parti- 
cular branch in which he had hitherto been employed. In the year 1752, he eredted 
a very extraordinary water-engine at Clifton, in Lane a (hire, for the purpofe of drain- 
ing fome coal-mines, which before were worked at an enormous expence. The water 
for the ufe of this engine was brought out of the river Irwell, by a fubterraneous tun- 
nel, nearly fix hundred yards in length, carried through a rock ; and the wheel was 
fixed thirty feet below the furface of the ground. Mr. Brindley 's fuperiority to the 
mechanics in that part of the kingdom where he refided, being now well afcertained, 
and his reputation having reached the metropolis, he was employed by N. Pattifon, 
Efq; of London, and fome other gentlemen, in the year 1755, to execute the larger 
wheels for a new filk-mill, at Congleton, in Chefhire. The execution of the final kr 
wheels, and of the more complex part of the machinery, was committed to another 
perfon, and that perfon had the fuperintendency of the whole. He was not, however, 
equal to the undertaking; for he was obliged, after various efforts, to confefs his in- 
ability to complete it. The proprietors, upon this, being greatly alarmed, thought 
fit to call in the afllftance of Mr. Brindley ; but ftill left the general management" of 
the conftrudtion of the filk-mill to the former engineer, who refufed to let him fee the 
whole model, and, by giving him his work to perform in detached pieces, without 
acquainting him with the refult which was wanted, affedted to treat him as a common 
mechanic. Mr. Brindley, who, in the confeioufnefs of genius, felt his own fuperiority 
to the man who thus aflumed an afcendency over him, would not fubmit to fuch un- 
worthy treatment. He told the proprietors, that if they would let him know what was 
the efFedt they wiftied to have produced, and would permit him to perform the bufinefs 
in his own way, he would finilh the mill to their fatisfadtion. This aflurance, joined 
with the knowledge they had of his ability and integrity, induced them to truft the 
completion of the mill folely to his care ; and he accompliflied that very curious and 
complex piece of machinery in a manner far fuperior to the expeditions of his em- 
ployers. They had not folely the pleafure of feeing it eftablifhed, with a mod mafterly 
fkill, according to the plan originally propofed, but of having it conftrudled with the 
addition of many new and ufeful improvements. There was one contrivance, in par- 
ticular, for winding the lilk upon the bobbins equally, and not in wreaths ; and ano- 
ther for ftopping, in an inftant, not only the whole of this extenfive fyftem throughout 
its various and numerous apartments, but any part of it individually. He invented, 
likewife, machines for making all the tooth and pinion wheels of the different engines. 

Thefe 
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Thefe wheels had hitherto been cut by hand, with great labour. But, by means of 
Mr, Brindley's machines, as much work could be performed in one day as had here- 
tofore required fourteen. Th^ potteries of Staffbrdftiire were alfo, about this time, 
indebted to him for feveral valuable additions in the mills ufed by them for grinding 
flint (tones, by which that procefs was greatly facilitated. 

In the year 1756, Mr. Brindley undertook to ereft a fleam engine, near Newcaftle- 
nnder-Line, upon a new plan. The boiler of it was made with brick and ftone, in- 
ftead of iron plates \ and the water was heated by fire-flews of a peculiar conftrudtion 3 
by which contrivances the confumption of fuel, neceffary for working a ft earn engine, 
was reduced one half. He introduced, likewife, in this engine, cylinders of wood, 
made in the manner of coopers ware, inftead of iron ones ; the former being not only 
cheaper, but more eafily managed in the fhafts ; and he fubftituted wood too for iron 
in the chains which worked at the end of the beam. His inventive genius difplayed 
itfelf in various other ufeful contrivances, which would probably have brought the 
ft earn engine to a great degree of perfection, if a number of obftacles had not been 
thrown in his way by fome interefted engineers, who ftrenuoufly oppofed any improve- 
ments which they could not call their own. 

The difappointment of Mr. Brindley's good defigns in this refpe£t muft have made 
the lefs impreflion upon him, as his attention was foon after called off to another ob- 
je£t, which, in its confequences, hath proved to be of the higheft national importance $ 
namely, the projecting and executing of Inland Navigations, from whence the 
greateft benefits arife to trade and commerce By thefe navigations the expence 

of 


(1) Hiflory of 
Inland Naviga- 
tions, p. 3, 4. 
ad ediuoDt 


From whence the greateft benefits arife to trade 
and commerce.] To fet the matter in a proper light, 
and to give fome idea of the advantages which other * 
nations, as well as our own, have derived from works * 
of this kind, we mall make an extract or two from * 
the Introduction to a curious and valuable pamphlet, 1 
publifhed fome years fince, intitled, " The Hiftory * 
* € of Inland Navigations, particularly that of the ' 
€C Duke of Bridgwater." — * It: was late/ fays the 1 
Compiler, * before this country found out the benefits ' 

* of inland navigation, which its fituation as an ( 

* ifland, and its many fine navigable rivers, might 1 

* conduce to retard us from the thoughts of, though 1 

* our neighbours and natural allies, in Holland, out ' 

* of a fmall tract of marm-land, by this means, par- 

* ticularly, have raifed a populous and powerful ftate, 

* reverenced and courted by all the world. They 

* have interfered their country with artificial canals, 

* the fupport and repair of which they attend to with 

* the utmoft precaution and diligence : thefe canals 

* convey away or receive thofe waters which otherwife 

* would drown their country. They are the convey- 

* ance of travellers and paffengers from place to place, 

* as well as of goods of every kind. They turn 

* mills, weave tape, fplit iron, and perform abun- 

* dance of other profitable labour. An inhabitant of 

* Rotterdam may hereby breakfaft at Delft or the 

* Hague, and dine at Leyden ; he may fup at Am- 
c fterdam, or return home again before night. In 

* frofty weather, travelling on thefe canals, on fkaits, 

* is flill more expeditious, and carts and fledges are 
4 fubftituted, for heavy burdens, in the room of 
' boats and barges, which are as much employed on 
c their canals as in their ftreets. By means of their 

* canals and navigable rivers, they carry on that 

* immenfe inland trade to all parts of France, Flan- 
c ders, and Germany, which has never been exceeded 

* by any other people. France exhibits alfo in- 

* fiances of induftry and contrivance in canals for 
c inland navigation. The canals of Briere and Or- 

* leans fupply Paris with the productions of divers 

* provinces, and the fouth of France with the cloths, 

* Huffs, and camblets of Abbeville, Amiens, Rheims, 
4 Sedan, and Lifle ; from whence, by the fame con- 

* veyance, they furnifh the north of France with 

* Provence oils, Mufcadel wines, dried fruits, hard 

* ware, paper, and other merchandifes of the fouth. 

* The junction of the Somme with the Oyfe opens to 

* Paris a ready conveyance for the grain of Picardy, 

* and the fea-coal, wood, butter, copper, and fpices 

* of the northern provinces of the kingdom. The 
4 junction of the Ocean with the Mediterranean, the 
€ works for which commenced in 1666, wererefumed 

* in 1667, and have anfwered the great ends pro- 

* pofed ever fince 1682, will ever do honour to the 

* memory of Lewis XIV., his able minifter Colbert, 
4 and to Riquet the engineer, who conducted this 

* amazing work (1 ).' The writer then inferts an ac- 
count, from ' Nature difplayed/ of the famous canal 
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of Languedoc, after which he goes on as follows : 

* Peter the Great, Czar of Mufcovy, amongft his 

* other grand defigns, had planned a navigation for 

* conveying all the rich goods of Perfia to his new 

* city of Peterfburgh. They were to be firft tranf- 

* ported to Aftracan, through the mouth of the Vol- 

* ga ; from thence, by a conjunction of canals, into 

* the river Don ; by another conduit into the Occa, 
' and from thence to Mofcow, by the river Mofca ; 
' afterwards, by feveral other channels of communi- 

* cation, through the Dwina to Archangel, on the 
' White Sea ; and, laflly, through the lake Ladoga^ 
\ which lies at the foot of the gulph of Finland, to 
' Peterfburgh. But, alas ! the death of this great 

* man prevented the perfect accomplishment of this 

* noble undertaking, which would have made Peterf- 

* burgh, perhaps, the'moft populous and beft place 

* of traffic in the world. — But, not to confine myfelf 

* to Europe, let it be remembered, that the exten- 

* five empire of China, whofe policy in many parti- 

* culars is well worth attending to, owes the greater 

* part of its riches and fertility to thofe numerous 
4 canals, fo ufeful for the tranfportation of the pro- 
€ duce and merchandife of one province into another. 
' They are bordered with keys of free-ftone, and in 

* low, marlhy places, they have raifed very long 
c caufeways for the conveniency of travellers. In- 

* numerable canals are alfo cut through all their 
1 lands, from the many rivers, lakes, rivulets, and 

torrents, with which that country happily abounds. 
Thefe canals have bridges over them, of three* 
five, or fevcn arches, to open a free communica- 
tion with the country : the middle arch is generally 
very high, that barks may pafs under it with their 
malls (landing. The principal canals difcharge 
themfelves on the right and left into divers other 
fmall canals, which are divided again into a great 
many rivulets, which are conducted to different 
large towns, and very confiderable cities. But 
the great canal, called the Royal Canal, which is 
three hundred leagues in length, is without corn- 
par ifon ; which, at infinite expence, and with ama- 
zing induftry, is carried on through many provinces, 
upon which all the riches of the fouth and north are 
conveyed ; and by its communication with other 
canals and rivers, the Chine fe can travel or convey 
goods, very commodioufly, from Pekin, the ca- 
pital, to the far the ft part of the empire, being' 
about 600 leagues, by water. They commonly 
have a fathom and an half of water in this canal, to 
facilitate their navigation : when the water is high, 
and like to overflow the neighbouring fields, they 
take care to open the flukes to convey it away, and 
to keep it at a certain height in the channel : there 
are infpectors appointed to vifit the canal conti- 
nually, and workmen to repair the damaged places. 
; — But to return from this long, though not unne- 
f ceflary, digremon : By inland navigation the greateft 
r benefits arife to trade and commerce ; as it much 
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carriage is leffened ; a communication is opened from one part of the kingdom to ano- 
ther, and from each of thofe parts to the fea; and hence the products and manufactures 
of the country are afforded at a moderate price. In this period of our great mechanic's 
life, we fliall fee the powers given him by the God of Nature, difplayed in the pro- 
duction of events, which, in any age lefs pregnant with admirable works of inge- 
nuity than the prefent, would have conftituted a national asra. We fliall fee him tri- 
umphing over all the liiggeftions of envy or prejudice, though aided by the weight of 
eftablifhed cuftoms; and giving full fcope to the operations of a ftrong and compre- 
henfive mind, which was equal to the moft arduous undertakings. This he did under 
the protection of a noble Duke, who had the difcernment to fingle him out, and the 
fteadinefs and generofity to fupport him, againft the opinions of thofe who treated 
Mr. Brindley's plans as chimeras, and laughed at his patron as an idle projector. 

His Grace the Duke of Bridgwater hath, at Worfley, about feven miles from Man- 
chefter, a large eftate, that is rich with mines of coal, which had hitherto lain ufelefs 
in the bowels of the earth, becaufe the expence of carriage by land was too great to 
find a market for confumption. The Duke, wifhing to work thefe mines, perceived 
the neceflity of a canal from Worfley to Manchefter \ upon which occafion, Mr, Brind- 
ley, who was now become famous in the country, was confulted. Having furveyed 
the ground, he declared the fcheme to be practicable. In confequence of this, an a6t 
was obtained, in the years 1758 and 1759, for enabling his Grace to cut a canal from 
Worfley to Salford, near Manchefter, and to carry the fame to or near Hollin Ferry, 
in the county of Lancafter. It being, however,* afterwards difcovered, that the navi- 
gation would be more beneficial, both to the Duke of Bridgwater and the Public, if 
carried over the river Irwell, near Barton Bridge, to Manchefter, his Grace applied 
again to Parliament, and procured an aCt, which enabled him to vary the courfe of his 
canal agreeably to this new plan, and likewife to extend a fide branch to Longford 
Bridge in Stretford. Mr. Brindley, in the mean time, had begun thefe great under- 
takings, being the fir ft of the kind ever attempted, in England, with navigable fub- 
terraneous tunnels and elevated aquedudts. The principle laid down at the commence- 
ment of this bufinefs refledts much honour on the noble undertaker, as well as upon his 
engineer. It was refolved that the canal Ihould be perfedt in its kind, and that, in 
order to preferve the level of the water, it Ihould be free from the ufual obftru&ions of 


* leflens the price of carnage, opens a ready commu- 

* nication from one part of the kingdom to another, 

* as has before been obferved, and from every one of 

* thofe parts to the fea ; by which the products and 

* manufactures of the kingdom in general will be af- 

* forded at a moderate price; as every manufacturer, 

* who can lay in his raw materials, will have thereby 

* food and fuel cheap, and carry their manufactured 

* goods to a proper market at a fmaller expence, 
« whereby they may fell them at a moderate rate, and 

* ever have the preference there, where undue influence 

* or impofts do not hinder them. Thefe inland na- 

* vigations highly benefit the manufactures where 

* they are eftablifhed ; occafion the eftablifhment of 

* many new ones, in fituations where the land, be- 

* fore, could be of little value, and bare of inhabitants, 

* cheering and Enlivening every diftrict where they 
« have been eftablifhed, and adding riches and fer- 

* tility in every part through which they are ex- 
« tended. I fay fertility, becaufe it is well known 

* that every meadow or pa flu re in the neighbourhood 
« of refreshing ftreams, difplays a verdure which is 
« not to be difcovered in thofe dry, withered, and aduft 

* fpots which do not lie near the banks of a river or 

* running waters. The cattle and horfes in the paf- 

* tures on the banks arc fatter, more delicious in 

* tafte, afford, in greater quantities, and of a better 

* quality, that falubrious tribute which forms the de- 
1 licious productions of the dairy ; and the horfes are 

* fitter for labour, or to contribute to the fport or 
« pleafure of their poflcflbrs. Sheep, indeed, are ex- 

* cepted, who thrive belt in a dry foil. Inland canals, 

* for the purpofes of navigation, in great meafurc 

* fupply the deficiency of rivers or ftreams which na- 
4 ture has denied to a country, and in a remarkable 

* degree ferve for a fecondary, though very import- 

* ant purpofe : trees and plants receive their nutri- 
« ment, as is inconteftable, from their leaves, as well 

* as their roots ; and the dew of tie night diffufes on 
« the leaves an humidity which they imbibe and diftri- 
1 bute through the whole plant, the weight whereof 
4 at fuch times, as Dr. Hale has obferved, is confi- 

* derably increafed. This neccflary humidity is prin- 

* cipally produced by the rivers or canals in the vi- 
■ cinity ; which exhaling from them in mifts, is tranf- 
« ported by the winds to defcend in refrefhing dews, 


' not only on fuch places as are adjacent, but on fuch 
' likewife as are at fome miles diftance ; fo that 

* hereby arifes one great benefit from inland naviga- 
1 tions, that perhaps has not been enlarged upon 

* before. — It is not to be difputed, that thefe inland 

* navigations greatly benefit alfo the merchants who 

* refide at the ports where they terminate ; for they 

* are thereby enabled to export greater quantities of 

* goods from thofe parts which lie at a diftance from 

* the fea, and to fupply a larger tract of country 

* with their exports from abroad. — The navigations 

* of the Are and Calder, in Yorkfhire, will eluci- 
' date the great utility of inland navigations, in 

* the increafe of eftablifhed manufactures, and in 

* the fetting up of new ones. And it is well known, 

* that the navigations to Manchefter and the falt- 
1 works in Chefhire have contributed to the prefent 
1 flourilhing ltate of the port of Liverpool. That 
1 inland navigations benefit greatly the landed gentle- 
1 men, cannot be denied, as in many in fiances their 

* lands have been improved to tenfold value. With- 
1 out this artificial communication, corn, timber, iron, 

* coals, ftone, tifr. would be of little ufe to the land- 
c owner, which the cheapnefs of carriage, now, will 

* enable him to tranfport to a profitable market. They 
1 occafion the difcovery of mines and minerals, which 

* would be elfe ufelefs to the owners ; they aid the 
c cultivation of poor, barren, and wafte lands ; they 
c contribute to the liability and permanency of the 

* public roads ; as the navigable canals prevent the 

* burdening them with vaft quantities of heavy goods, 

* which do them moft injury; fo that, from this re- 

* lief, they may become the fineft roads in Europe. 
1 — The conftruction and working upon thefe inland 

* navigations mull of courfe be the caufe of employ- 
' ing vaft numbers of our poor ; befides that, when 
9 they pafs through corn countries, near Collieries, 

* cifr. the poor labourers are more readily furnilhed 
1 with food, and fuel is provided for their folace, 
9 and to carry on the manufactures that ftand in need 
1 thereof; and furely, when we confider the various 
' diftrefles our poor, confequent to their fituation, 

* labour under, too much praife cannot be fceftowed 

* upon thofe benevolent beings, who, by means of 

g thefe inland navigations, render their lives more (*) Hiftory of 
1 comfortable and happy (2).' I . nland Navigi- 

locks. Uo ^-7-»- 
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locks. But, in accomplifhing this end, many difficulties occurred, which were deemed 
unfurmountable. It was neceflary that the canal fhould be carried over rivers, and 
many large and deep vallies, where it was evident that fuch flupendous mounds of 
earth mult be railed, as could fcarcely, it v/as thought, be completed by the labour of 
ages : and, above all, it was not known from what fource lb large a fupply of water 
could be drawn, as, even upon this improved plan, would be requifite for the naviga- 
tion. But Mr. Brindley, with a ftrength of mind peculiar to himfelf, and being pof- 
Jeffed of the confidence of his great patron* who fpared no expence to accomplifh his 
favourite defign, conquered all the embarrafTments thrown in his way, not only from 
the nature of the undertaking itfelf, but by the paffions and prejudices of intcrefted 
individuals : and the admirable machines he contrived, and the methods he took, to 
facilitate the progrefs of the work, brought on fuch a rapid execution of it, that the 
world began to wonder how it could have been efteemed fo difficult. Thus ready are 
men to find out pretences for leflening the merit of others, and for hiding, if pofTible, 
from themfelvcs, the unpleafant idea of their own inferiority. \ 

When the canal was completed as far as Barton, where the Irwell is navigable for 
large veflels, Mr. Brindley propofed to carry it over that river, by an aqueduft of 
thirty-nine feet above the fur face of the water. This, however, being generally con- 
fidered as a wild and extravagant project, he defired, in order to juftify his conduft 
towards his noble employer, that the opinion of another engineer might be taken ; 
believing that he could eafily convince an intelligent perfon of the practicability of his 
defign. A gentleman of eminence was accordingly called in ; who, being conducted 
Vo the place where it was intended that the aqueduct fliould be made, ridiculed the 
attempt ; and when the height and dimenfions were communicated to him, he ex- 
claimed, c I have often heard of caftles in the air, but never before was fhewn where 
* any of them were to be erefted.' This unfavourable verdift did not deter the Duke 
of Bridgwater from following the opinion of his own engineer. The aquedudt was 
immediately begun ; and it was carried on with fuch rapidity and fuccefs, as aftonifhed 
all thofe who but a little before condemned it as a chimerical fcheme. This work 
commenced in September, 1760, and the firft boat failed over it on the 17 th of July, 
1761. From that time, it was not uncommon to fee a boat loaded with forty tons 
drawn over the aquedu<5t, with great eafe, by one or two mules ; while below, againft 
the ftream of the Irwell, peribns had the pain of beholding ten or twelve men tugging 
at an equal draught : A ftriking inftance of the fuperiority of a canal-navigation over 
that of a river not in the tideway. The works were then extended to Manchefter, at 
which place the curious machine for landing coals upon the top of the hill, gives a 
pleafing idea of Mr. Brindley's addrefs in diminifhing labour by mechanical con- 
trivances, It may here be obferved, that the bafon, in particular, for conveying the 
fuperfiuous water into the Irwell, below the canal, is an inftance of what an attentive 
furvey of this ingenious man's works will abundantly evince, that, where occafion of- 
fered, he well knew how to unite elegance with utility 

The 

[2?] He <wdl knew honjo to unite elegance with utility. ] 
The admirable talents difplayed by Mr. Brindley, iir 
the Duke of Bridgwater's canal from Worfley to 
Man che iter, began, by degrees, to excite a very ge-* 
neral attention and admiration. It was vifited by 
every curious traveller, and celebrated in the news- 
papers, and other periodical publications. Four dif- 
ferent accounts of it have been collected, and printed, 
in the Hiilory of Inland Navigations, one of which 
we mail lay before our Readers. It is contained in a' 
letter to a lady, 

* Madam, 

1 *"p HIS waits on you with an account of the Duke 
« A of Bridgwater's magnificent work near Man- 

* chefter, which is, perhaps, the grcateft artificial 

* curiofity in the world : crowds of people from all 

* parts re fort to it, and perfon s of high rank exprefs 

* their admiration of it. 

* This is a new canal, and I know not what to call 
*. it befides, conftrucled, as it mould feem, to con- 

* vey coals out of a mine to Manchefter and other 

* places ; but is capable of being applied to more 
« confiderable purpofes. 

* This ftupendous work was begun at a place 
€ called Worfley Mill, about feven miles from Man- 

* cheiler ; where, at the foot of a large mountain, 

* the Duke has cut a bafon capable of holding all his 
< boats, and a great body of water, which ferves as .a 
t refervoir, or head, to his navigation - y and in order 

* to draw the coals out of the mine, which runs 

* through the hill to an amazing extent, his Grace 

* has cut a fubterraneous paflage, big enough for 
9 long flat-bottomed boats to go up to the work, and 

* has fo preferved the level, that a part of the water, 


which drives a mill near the mouth of the pafTage; 
runs in, and ftands to the depth of about five feet. 
This pafTage alfo ferves to drain the coal-mines of 
that water, which would otherwife obftruft the 
work, and is to be carried on three miles or more 
under ground. 

* Having obtained a ticket to fee this curiofity, 
which is done by fending your name to a new houfe 
which the Duke has lately built for his refidence, 
at about half a mile diilance, you enter with lighted 
candles the fubterraneous paflage in a boat, made 
for bringing out the coals, of this form and di- 
menfion ; 

4 Fifty feet longj four and an half broad ; 

/ \ 
\ / 

1 Two feet three inches deep. 

* When you firft enter the paiTage, and again when 
: you come among the colliers, your heart will be apt 

to fail you ; for it feems fo much like leaving this 
: world for the regions of darknefs, that I could think 
1 of nothing but thofe defcriptions of the infernal 
[ Ihades which the poets have drawn for UlyfTes, 
1 vEneas, and your old friend Telemachus. There 
1 is more civility, however, in this region, than 
1 Homer, Virgil, and Fenelon, have difcovered in 
theirs ; for, Ihould your fpirits fink, the company 
are ever ready to aid you with a glafs of wine : 
f even Charon himfelf will offer you a cup on the 
r occafion. 
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The Duke of Bridgwater, perceiving, more and more, the importance of thefe in- 
land navigations, not only to himfelf in particular, but to the community in general, 


* Through this pafiage you proceed, towing the 

* boat on each hand by a rail, to the extent of a thou- 

* fand yards, that is, near three quarters of a mile, 

* before you come to the coal-works : then the paflage 

* divides, and one branch continues on a flraight line 

* among the coal-works three hundred yards farther, 

* while another turns off, and proceeds three hundred 

* yards to the left ; and each of them may be cx- 
' tended farther, or other paflages be conveyed from 

* them to any other part, as the mines may run, and 

* neceflity require. Hence you will perceive, that 
1 thofe who go up both paflages travel near three 

* miles under ground before they return. The paf- 

* fages in thofe parts where there were coals, or loofe 

* earth, are arched over with brick ; in others the 

* arch is cut out of the rock. 

* At certain diftances there are, in niches, on the 

* fide of the arch, funnels or openings through the 
' rock to the top of the hill (which is in fome places 

* near thirty-feven yards perpendicular), in order to 

* preferve a free circulation of frefh air, as well as to 
' prevent thofe damps and exhalations that are often 

* fo deflru&ive in works of this kind, and to let down 

* men to work, in cafe any accident mould happen to 
■ the pa/Tape. Near the entrance of the pafTage, and 
' again farther on, there are gates to clofe up the 

* arch, and prevent the admiffion of too much air in 

* tempeAuous and windy weather. 

* At the entrance the arch is about fix feet wide, 

* and about five feet high from the furface of the 
r water ; but as you come farther irf, it is wider, arid 

* in fome places opened, fo that the boats, that are 

* going to and fro, can pafs each other ; and when 

* you come among the pits, the arch is ten feet wide. 

* The coals are brought from the pits to this paf- 

* fage, or canal, in little low waggons, that hold near 

* a ton each, and, as the work is on the defcent, are/ 

* eafily pufhed by a man, on ^ railed way, to a ftage. 

* over the canal, and then mot into one of 'the. boat's 

* already mentioned, each of which holds about eight 

* tons. They then, by means of the rails, are drawn 

* out by one man to a bafon at the mouth of the 

* paflage, where four, five, or fix of them are linked 

* together, and drawn by one horfe or two mules, by 
c the fide of the canal, to Manchefler, or other places 

* where the canal is conveyed. | 

* There are alfo, on the canal, other broa;d boats, 
' that hold about fifty tons, which are li4cewlfe drawn- 
1 by one horfe. Of the fmali boats there are about 

* fifty employed in the work, and of the large ones a 

* confiderable number. 

* Before we quit the coal-mines, to fpeak of the 

* open canal and its conveyance, we muft take fome 

* notice of a mill near the mouth of the paffage, and 

* which, though an overfhot mill, is fo well contrived 

* as to work tiiree pair .of grinding~flones for corn, a 

* drefling or boulting mill, and a machine for fifting 

* fand and compounding' mortar for the building's. 

* The mortar is made by a large Hone, which is laid 

* horizontally, and turned by a cog-wheel underneath 
■ it; and this Hone on which the mortar is laid, turns 

* in its courfe two other llones that are placed upon it 

* obliquely, and, by their weight and friction, work 

* the mortar underneath, which is tempered and taken 

* off by a man employed for that purpofe. The 

* boulting-mill is alfo worthy notice* It is made of 

* wire of different degrees of finenefs, and at one and 

* the^fame time difcharges the fined flour, the mid- 

* dling fort, and the coarfe flour, as well as the pol- 

* lard and the bran, and without turning round, the 

* wort being efrecle'd by brumes of hogs briltles 

* within the wire. 

* From the bafon we have been fpeaking of, the 

* canal takes its courfe. t.o Manchefler, which is nine 

* miles by water, though but feven by land, the other 
tf two miles being loft in feekinga. level for the water. 

* The canal is broad enough for the barges to pafs, 
' or go abreafti and. eni-pne fide of it there is a good 

* road, made, for t(M pa/fege of the people concerned 1 

* in the work, and for the horfes a-ud mules that draw 

* the, boats and barges. , To perfect this canal with- 

* out impeding the public roads, or injuring the 

* people in the country, the Duke has in many places 1 
1 built bridges to crofs the water, and (where the 
4 earth was.raifed t^ prefer ve a level) archei under 

* it ; all of which are built chiefly of flone, and are 


both elegant and durable ; but what principally 
flrikes the common obferver, is the work which is 
raifed near Barton Bridge, to convey the canal of 
water over the Irwell, which makes a part of the 
old navigation from Manchefler to Liverpool. This 
is done by means of three arches built of flone, 
which are fo fpacious and lofty as to admit of the 
veflels failing underneath it ; and it is indeed a moll 
noble fight to fee large veflels in full fail under his 
aqueduft, and the Duke's veffels failing at the fame 
time over all, and near fifty feet above the navi- 
gable river. At convenient diftances there are, by 
the fides of the canal, receptacles for the fuperfluous 
water ; and at the bottom of the canal, machines 
conftrucled on very Ample principles, and placed at 
proper diftances, to flop and preferve the water in 
cafe any part of the bank fhould happen to break 
down. The aqueduct is perfected as far as Man- 
chefler, where coals are brought from the mine in 
great plenty, and another large bafon is making for 
the reception of the veflels employed in this work. 
' Befides this, there is another canal, which takes 
its rife from that we have defcribed, near Barton 
Bridge, and goes to S tret ford, and from thence will, 
be probably extended on the Chefhire fide of the 
river Merfey as far as Liverpool ; and if fo, what a 
moll noble convenience will this be for travellers !— 
We fhould then travel with as much fafety, cer- 
tainty, and difpatch, as in the trachfehoots in Hol- 
land and Flanders, and in the fame manner: for, 
as here is no current to impede the vefTel, one horfe* 
will draw fifty ton of coals . after the rate of four 
miles an hour, and would trot with a light boat and 
paflengers fix or feven ; and if the boats were co- 
vered;* we might travel by night or by day, and 
fleep, read, write, play at cards, drink tea, and 
partake of a thoufand diverfions. 
* All who fee the work wonder how it could be ef- 
fected ; and thofe Who confider the contrivance of 
(nil mere amazed at the cecono.- 


' the workman, are 
my w-ith which it is carried on. ; Mr. Brindley/Hie 
principal engineer, is one of thofe great geniufes 
which nature fometimes rears by her own forGe, and 
brings to maturity without the neceflity of cultiva- 
tion; His whole plan is admirable, and fo well con- 
certed, that he is never at a lofs ; for if any diffi- 
culty arifes, he removes it with a facility that ap- 
pears fo much like infpiration, you would think Mi- 
nerva at his fingers ends, Befides the machines al- 
ready mentioned, which are mo illy new, as well as 
others I have pafTed over for want of room, he has 
contrived fome caifToons of admirable conflrudlion 
for raifing the earth to preferve the level ; and as 
thefe, as well as a fmith's forge, and carpenters and 
mafons workihops, are floated on the canal, and 
follow the work from place to place, there is little 
hindrance from accidents ; and as the Duke has all 
the refources within himfelf, and timber, Hone* 
mortar, and coal, from his own eftate, and at hand* 
he has been at little expence, except for labour. It 
is alfo to be obferved, that the Duke, like a good 
chemift, has made the refufe of one work conftruft 
the material parts of another : thus the flone which 
was dug up to form a bafon for the boats at the foot 
of the mountain, as well as that taken out of the 
rock to make the fubterraneous paflage, are hewn 
into different forms and dimenfions, to build bridges 
over the water, or arches to fupport the aqueducl ^ 
and the clay and other earths taken up to preferve 
the level in one place, are carried down the canal 
to raife the land to a level in another. 
1 Here grandeur, elegance, and ceconomy, are 
happily united* At firfl view, you would chink the 
work vyas intended to afloniih ; but upon a clofer 
infpe&ion, you find nothing but what is proper 
and neceflary, and that the whole has been done at 
an expence no ways adequate to the undertaking. 
In ihort, the work is truly wonderful, and will be 
a (landing monument of the good tafte, public 
fpirit, and ceconomy of the Duke of Bridgwater, 
to the end of time. 

' I am, Madam, yours, &c. 

* M. N. ( 3 ) Hiftoryof 

Some of Mr. Brindley's contrivances, which are I . nland Navi &*" 
omitted in the preceding letter, are defcribed in the l ^ M * p ' 49 "~ 

other accounts* 55i 

extended 
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extended his ideas to Liverpool ; and though he had every difficulty to encounter, ttiat 
could a rife from the novelty o£ his undertakings, or the fears and prejudices of thofe 
whofe interefts were likely to be affe&ed by them, his Grace happily overcame all op- 
pofition, and obtained, in 1762, an aft of parliament for branching his canal to the 
tideway in the Merfey. This part of the canal is carried over the rivers Merfey and 
Bollan, and over many wide and deep vallies. Over the v allies it is conducted with- 
out the afiiftance of a fingle lock ; the level of the water being preferved by railing a 
mound of earth, and forming therein a mould, as it may be called, for the water. 
Acrofs the valley at Stretford, through which the Merfey runs, this kind of work ex- 
tends nearly a mile, A perfon might naturally have been led to conclude, that the 
conveyance of fuch a mafs of earth mud have employed all the horfes and carriages in 
the country, and that the completion of it would be the bufinefs of an age. But our 
excellent mechanic made his canal fubfervient to this part of his delign, and brought 
the foil in boats of a peculiar confirmation, which were conducted into caiffoons or cif- 
terns. On opening the bottoms of the boats, the earth was depofited where it was 
wanted ; and thus, in the eaGeft and fimpleft manner, the valley was elevated to a 
proper level for continuing the canal. The ground acrofs the Bollan was raifed by 
temporary locks, which were formed of the timber ufed in the caiflbons juft mentioned. 
In the execution of every part of the navigation, Mr. Brindley difplayed Angular (kill 
and ingenuity ; and, in order to facilitate his purpofe, he produced many valuable 
machines, which ought never to be forgotten in this kingdom. Neither ought the 
oeconomy and forecaft which are apparent through the whole work to be omitted. His 
% oeconomy and forecaft are peculiarly difcernible in the flops, or floodgates, fixed in the 

canal, where it is above the level of the land. Thefe flops are fo conftrudted, that, 
lhould any of the banks give way, and thereby occafion a current, the adjoining gates 
will rife by that motion only, and prevent any other part of the water from efcaping 
than what is near the breach between the two gates. 

The fuccefs with which the Duke of Bridgwater's undertakings were crowned, en- 
couraged a number of gentlemen and manufacturers, in Staffordfhire, to revive the 
idea of a canal navigation [C] through that county, for the advancement of the landed 
intereft and the benefit of trade, in conveying to market, at a cheaper rate, the pro- 
duces and manufactures of the interior parts of the kingdom. This plan was patro- 
nized, and generoufly fupported, by Lord Gower and Mr. Anfon ; and it met with the 
concurrence of many perfons of rank, fortune, and influence in the neighbouring coun- 
ties. Mr. Brindley was, therefore, engaged to make a furvey from the Trent to the 
Merfey ; and, upon his reporting that it was practicable to conftruCt a canal, from one 
of thefe rivers to the other, and thereby to unite the ports of Liverpool and Hull, a 
fubfeription for carrying it into execution was fet on foot in 1765, and an a£t of Parlia- 
ment was obtained in the fame year. In 1766, this canal, called, by the proprietors, 
c The Canal from the Trent to the Merfey/ but more emphatically, by the engineer, 
The Grand Trunk Navigation, on account of the numerous branches which, he 
juftly fuppofed, would be extended every way from it, was begun j and, under his di- 
reition, it was conducted, with great fpirit and fuccefs, as long as he lived. Mr. 
Brindley's life not being continued to the completion of this important and arduous un- 
dertaking, he left it to be finifhed by his brother-in-law, Mr. Henfhall ; who put the 
laft hand to it, in May 1777, being fomewhat lefs than eleven years after its commence- 
ment. We need not fay, that the final execution of the Grand Trunk Navigation 
gave the higheft fatisfaftion to the proprietors, and excited a general joy in a populous 
country, the inhabitants of which already receive every advantage they could wifh from 
fo truly noble an enterprize [D]. This canal is ninety-three miles in length ; and, be- 

fides 

[C] To revive the idea of a canal navigation.] noble an enterprise* ,] When this excellent defign was 
This canal was firfl: proved to be practicable by the in agitation, it met, as is ufual in all fuch cafes, 
furvey of Me IT. Taylors of Manchefter, and Mr. Eyes with much oppofition. Some country gentlemen, 
of Liverpool, made in the year 1755, at the expence and many of the people in general, entertained pre- 
of the Liverpool corporation ; and chiefly promoted judices againft it, which could not eaiily be fur- 
by the late Mr. Hardman, an active and able friend mounted. To remove thefe difficulties, a pamphlet 
to the commercial interefts of this nation, and one of was drawn up by Mr. Bentley, with the atfiftance of Mr. 
the reprefentatives of that borough. The Public was Wedgwood and another friend, and publilhed in 1765, 
indebted, likewife, to the Earl Gower, and the late under the title of * A View of the Advantages of Inland 
Lord Anfon, for another furvey of the intended * Navigations, &c.' In this pamphlet, which had, a 
courfe of this canal, made by Mr. Brindley in 1758, very great efFedl in quieting the minds of the diflacii - 
and afterwards reviewed by Mr. Smeaton and Mr. fled, fo clear, particular, and linking an account is 
Brindley jointly. Both thefe furveyors concurred in given of the benefits that were likely to accrue from 
opinion, that no trail of land in the kingdom was the propofed canal, that we cannot forbear inferting 
naturally better adapted for the purpofe of an inland it. If any lhould object to the length of the infertion, 
navigation, that none flood more in need of it, or we anfwer, that even the mod valuable trafts, if 
was fo convenient for an union of the eaft and well fmall, become, in a courfe of time, extremely fearecj 

(4) Hiftory of feas (4). About the fame time, a fubfeription was and that, in the article before us, we are not writing 
Inland Naviga- f e t on foot, by the Potters of StafFordlhire, to have a for the information of the prefent age only, but of 
tions, p. 55, 56. com pi ete furvey, by Mr. Brindley, of the whole pofterity. Not having been able to procure Mr. Bent- 
country through which the canal is now carried into ley's publication itfelf, the following extracl is taken 
execution. from the Hiftory of Inland Navigations : ' The ad- 

[D] Evtry advantage they could vjijh from fo truly * vantages arifing from cheapnefs of carriage and eafy 
Vol, II. 7 N * comma- 
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fides a large number of bridges over it, has feventy-fix locks, and five tunnels. The 
molt remarkable of the tunnels is the fubterraneous paffage of Harecaftle, being two 

thoufand 
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communication between the diftant parts of a country, 
and the manufacturing towns and lea- ports recipro- 
cally, are fo very extenfive and complicated, that it 
is impoflible to reduce them to any very exact eftima- 
tion. If we would attempt to eftimnte thetn at all, it 
will be neceflary to difcover, as nearly as we can, how 
much the price of carriage is likely to be.diminifhed ; 
and what quantities, and kinds of goods, will pro- 
bably be conveyed by this navigation.-— The price 
of land-carriage, in the neighbourhood of the canal, 
is, upon an average, about 9 s. a ton, for ten miles. 
It is fuppofed the tonnage upon the canal, for the 
fame diftance, will be about 2 s. and the freight 
not above 6d. more, making together 2 s. 6 d. per 
ton 1 fo that near three-fourths of the prefent price 
of carriage will be faved to the public. And the 
difFerence between land and water carriage, in other 
places, confirms the juftnefs of this conclufion. 
Land-carriage, for inilance, between Manchefter 
and Liverpool, which are about thirty-eight miles 
diftant from each other, colts 40 s. per ton ; water- 
carriage only 6 s. and 8 d. one way, and 10 s. the 
other : fuppofe 9 s. upon an average ; and the fav- 
ing, by this navigation, is above three-fourths of 
the expence of land-carriage. — If we fuppofe the 
faving to be only 6 s. in 9, which is a very mode- 
rate computation, this circumftance alone will not 
only enable land-owners, manufacturers, and mer- 
chants, to convey many articles to markets where 
they never could have borne the expence of land- 
carriage ; but will alfo bring into ufe many natural 
productions ; fuch as coals, ftone of various kinds, 
timber, iron ore, alabafter, &c. which, from their 
unfavourable fituations, never could have been em- 
ployed. -To give fome idea of thefe advantages, 
we muft endeavour to enumerate the chief fources 
of employment for the intended navigation : And 
thefe may be confidered under the three following 
heads : .1. Natural productions of the countries that 
lie near the canal. 2. Cultivated commodities and 
manufactures. 3. Imported raw- materials, and 
general commerce. — From North wich to Lawton 
there lies a vaft bed of rock-falt # , about forty yards 
thick, which, befides being purified and cryftal- 
lized for home confumption and exportation, as 
will be mentioned in its proper place, might be 
made great ufe of in agriculture, and probably in 
metallurgy, and feveral of the mechanic arts, if 
any method could be difcovered of granting the li- 
berty of ufing it with fafety to the revenue. — There 
is a mountain called Mole Cop, near Lawton, that 
contains four different and ufeful kinds of (lone. 
1. Millftones of an excellent quality, which are 
now carried by land upwards of an hundred miles, 
and to all parts of the intended navigation. 2. A 
good limeftone. 3. A fine freeftone. 4. Grinding 
ftones of different forts. — Between this place and 
Newcaftle lies Burflem, the chief manufactory for 
^white flint ware, which is as ftrongand fweet as In- 
dia porcelain. The exportation of it is annually 
to about the amount of 100,000 1. The chief pot- 
ters have lately erected two turnpike roads, to 
make their wares more conveniently carried off*. 
But this navigation will afford them opportunities, 
not only of (hipping their wares for the feveral mar- 
kets in Europe, but like wife their coals, which are 
equally good with thofe which the metropolis is 
generally fupplied with, and lie under almoft every 
field within two miles of the town of Burflem. 
Thefe coals will then be a national ufe, and there 
is hardly any' circumftance that contributes more to 
the flourifhirig date of a manufacturing country, 
than plenty and chcapnefs of fuel. — Near Wolfeley- 
bridge, and alfo a mile below Burton, a free-ftone 
is found on the banks of the river Trent, excellent 
for its firmnefs and colour, fome parts of which 
feem not inferior to that of Portland or Roche- 
Abbey. —A mile from Rudgley, a blazing kind of 
coal, called canel, and other coals, are found, be- 
longing to the Earl of Uxbridge. The lower ftra- 
tum of thefe mines is faid to be a valuable one ; and 
it is apprehended a navigable fough might be car- 
ried from the new caftal into the heart of them, in 


the manner of the Duke of Bridgwater's colliery in 
Lancafhire ; and that this would lay them dry ; the 
want of which is the prefent obftacle to their being 
worked ; and at the fame time convey the coals into 
the new canal, to the great advaritage of the noble 
proprietor, and the neighbouring country. — Near 
that part of theTrent where the canal is to terminate, 
arifes a vaft mountain of lime-Hone, on which the 
village of Breden, in Leicefterfhire, is fituated : at 
Tickenhall, in Derbyfhire, not far from the lair, 
mentioned place, there are alfo quarries of lime- 
itone ; and at Barrow, in Leicefterfhire, they burn 
an excellent kind of lime for building, which is 
conveyed to places at a great diftance by land, 
every way ; and lime is much wanted through the 
whole courfe of the canal, both for the purpofes of 
architecture and cultivation.— A few miles lower, 
at Clay-Hill, a firm and elegant alabafter is found, 
proper either for ftucco or fculpture. — Not many 
miles from the Trent, near the river Soar, in Lei- 
cefterfhire, which it is hoped the gentlemen in that 
neighbourhood, and the inhabitants of Leicefter, 
will now be able to make navigable, without oppo- 
fition, are the noted quarries of Swithland flate ; a 
beautiful and durable covering for houfes ; and pro- 
digious rocks of that kind of grey porphyry, which 
is brought from Scotland, to pave the ftreets of 
London and Weftminfter. — A great quantity of 
marie will be thrown out in making the canal ; and 
may befides, in many places, be found fo near the 
banks, as to be delivered from the fpade into the 
boats ; which will greatly contribute to the im- 
provement of fuch land as ftands in need of this 
kind of manure. Other manures will alfo be pro- 
cured from large towns, on reafonable terms, for 
back-carriage ; and as it is intended to exempt 
manure from the charge of tonnage, thefe advan- 
tages, together with the lime, mentioned before, 
wiJl double the produce and value of many farms 
bordering upon the canal. —Several parts of the 
country, in the neighbourhood of the canal, yield 
great quantities of that fort of iron -ore, commonly 
called iron-ftone, proper for making cold-ftiort 
when mixed .with, the red ore 
makes the beft kind of tough, 
The iron-ftone of this country 
is likewife fo neceflary for working the ore in the 
north, that even the great expence of land-carriage 
hath not prevented large quantities of it from being 
conveyed that way to the river Weaver, to be 
fhipped for Cumberland ; and the ore from the 
north has been brought into this country under the 
like inconveniencies. It feems, therefore, highly 
probable, that the intended canal will occafion the 
fending much greater quantities of iron-ftone into 
the north ; and the receiving more red mine back 
in return ; and thereby greatly increafe the inter- 
courfe between thefe two parts of the kingdom, to 
their mutual advantage. — Not only thefe natural 
productions, that are to be found on the banks of 
the intended canal, but many of thofe from the 
more diftant parts of the counties it is to pais 
through, will have their value and confumption 
greatly increafed, by this eafy and cheap convey- 
ance. Of this number are lead, copper, calamine, 
marble, rottenftone, raddle, white clay, ochres, 
&c. And many other articles will probably become 
ufeful to fociety, which at prefent lie unmolefted in 
their native beds. — From natural productions we 
may proceed to the confederation of thofe that are 
cultivated and manufactured ; and that which de- 
ferves our firft attention, under this head, is corn ; 
as the growth and exportation of this important ar- 
ticle will be greatly increafed by a new navigation ; 
and the benefit to the public, from the exportation 
of corn, does not arife, as in other merchandife, 
only from the employment of our hands at home, 
the improvement of our eftates, and the return of 
wealth, for which it is exchanged abroad ; but like- 
wife from its being an infallible fecurity againft 
thofe dreadful famines formerly experienced in this 
nation, in years of uncommon fcarcity. — In the 
year 175 1, an account of the exportation of grain 
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thoufand eight hundred and eighty yards in length, and more than feventy yards below 
the furface of the earth. The fchenrie of this inland navigation had employed the 

• thoughts 
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was laid before the Houfe of Commons ; and It 
appeared that above five millions of quarters of 
grain were exported from Great Britain in the years 
1746, to 17150, both inclufive ; and near feven 
millions and a half of money gained by the nation 
in exchange. And fmce grain has been made an 
object of foreign commerce, its price has not only 
in general been lowered at home, but its cultivation 
has increafed to fuch a degree, that a good harveft 
is fuppofed to be a provifion for fourf or five years. 
— The kingdom of England alone, according to 
Dr. Halley's computation, contains about forty 
millions of fquare acres ; and of thefe, in the year 
1689, when a bounty was firft given on the expor- 
tation of corn, one third part was fuppofed to lie in 
uncultivated commons. No year has elapfed, fince 
that time, in which the legiflature have not pa fled 
many acts for the inclofure of wafte grounds ; where- 
by the country, in various places, is converted from 
barren heaths into fruitful fields ; yielding riches 
and fupport to the induftrious farmer, and his ufe- 
ful dependants. — Agriculture is an inexhauftible 
fource of plenty and riches, which can never be fo 
much enlarged, or its ftreams fo widely diffu fed, as 
by the means of inland navigations : And as the 
inhabitants, in fome places near the intended ca- 
nal, con fume much more corn and grain of all 
kinds than they can raife, and thofe in others raife 
more than they can confume, this circumitance will 
find great employment for the navigation, to ( the 
general advantage of .the adjacent counties. — The 
farmers, in the neighbourhood of the new canal, 
may indeed object, that the price of grain will ne- 
ver rife fo high as it has done in times of fcarcity, 
when there is the opportunity of an eafy importa- 
tion. In anfwer to which, it may be obferved, that, 
from the eafe of exportation, it will never fink fo 
low in plentiful feafons ; fo that the profits of the 
farmers, upon the whole, will not be lefs, but more 
equal : And we cannot help obferving, in this 
place, that inequality of gain is, of all others, the 
moft frequent caufe of their ruin ; as in fcarce times, 
when their profits are great, they become more ex- 
pen five and luxurious, and do not fo well know 
how to contract their manner of life, when cheaper 
feafons lower the value of their commodities. — In 
times of plenty, the land-owners and farmers near 
the canal, will receive great benefit from the expor- 
tation of their grain, of all kinds : in times of 
fcarcity, the whole country will be relieved, by 
means of a feafonable importation ; and thus the 
bleflings of providence be more equally and uni- 
formly diftributed, and an artificial dearth rendered 
almoft impoffible. How ineffectual would be the 
attempt of the moft powerful monopolizer, in fuch 
a country as China, where plenty can be thrown 
into any market, from all parts, by means of na- 
vigable canals ?— Another cultivated article, of 
great importance, is that of timber of all kinds, 
and efpecially oak ; of which there are many large 
woods near the courfe of the intended canal, that, 
for want of a proper conveyance to fea-port towns, 
where timber is much wanted for fhip-building, are 
fold in the neighbourhood at a low price. Any 
method of conveying fo bulky an article as this to 
the places of confumption, at an eafy expence, will 
greatly encourage the growth of it, and help to re- 
pair that decreafe % of fliip-timber in this nation, 
which is a very alarming circumilance, to a people 
whofe riches and power depend fo greatly upon na- 
vigation. — Cordwood, to make charcoal for the 
iron works, oak-bark for the tanners, and woad, 
madder, and other articles which may become the 
objects of cultivation, will be carried at a cheap 
rate upon the canal, to the mutual advantage of the 
proprietors and confumers. Wool, hides, tallow, 
and provifions of various kinds, will become more 
beneficial to their owners, by the advantage of an 
eafy conveyance, to places where they may be con- 
fumed or manufactured. — As this canal will go 
through the middle of Chefhire, fo famous for the 
great quantities of good cheefe it produces, the ad- 
vantages arifing from it to the dairies will be very 


confidcrable ; as many hundred tons of this article are; 
annually carried by land, above forty miles, to Wii- 
lington in Derbyfhire, to be lhipped for London, and 
other diftant markets, which will, for the future, 
be fent by water, all the way to Hull and Liver- 
pool, at a very moderate expence.— From the 
Wiches, in Chefhire, manufactured fait is carried, 
on horfeback, to almolt all parts of Staffordshire, 
Derbyfhire, Leicefterfhire, Nottingham (hire, York- 
fhire, and Lincolnshire ; to which places it will 
gain a much cheaper accefs, by means of the in- 
tended navigation : And fo great is the home con- 
fumption of this article, that from the fait- works of 
Northwich only, a duty of 67,0001. was laft year 
paid into the Exchequer. At Northwich and 
Winsford are annually made about 24,000 tons. — 
The various kinds of icone and earthen wares, which 
are manufactured at the town of Burflem, and the 
villages of Stoke, Hanley-Green, Lane Delf, and 
Lane End, are now carried by land, upwards of 
thirty miles, in order to be fent to Hull for expor- 
tation ; and thofe which go to Liverpool are con- 
veyed twenty miles by land to Winsford. The 
burthen of fo expenfive a land-carriage to Winsford 
and Wellington, and the uncertainty of the naviga- 
tions from thofe places to Frodfham in Chefhire, 
and Wilden in Derbyfhire, occafioned by the floods 
in winter, and the numerous mallows in fummer, 
are more than thefe low-priced manufactures can 
bear ; and without fome fuch relief as this under 
confideration, muft concur, with their new efta- 
blifhed competitors in France, and our American 
colonies, to bring thefe potteries to a fpeedy decay 
and ruin. —All the branches of the metallic trades, 
which are almoft innumerable, and carried to an 
aflonifhing extent at Birmingham, Walfal, Wol- 
verhampton, and other places in the neighbour- 
hood of the intended navigation, mult receive ad- 
vantages from it, that cannot at prcfent be e Hi mat- 
ed or conceived. — We have already mentioned the 
important circumftance of bringing ores out of the 
north, to mix with thofe in Staffbrdlhire ; by which 
the iron of that country mult be rendered better and 
cheaper ; and to this we may add, the great ad- 
vantages of having charcoal, lime, and other fluxes 
brought to the furnaces at a fmall expence : And 
likewife the great faving there may be in conveying 
this heavy article from the forge to the manufac- 
turer by water ; all which circumitances muft con- 
tribute to increafe the confumption of Englifh iron, 
and enable the iron mailers, in that neighbourhood, 
to come upon a competition with foreigners, fo far 
as to reduce the price of foreign iron, and upon the 
whole greatly to benefit both themfelves and the 
manufacturers : and certainly the firlt object, in the 
encouragement of any manufactory, is to furnifh it 
with its raw materials at the loweft price ; to which 
nothing, in general, contributes fo much as inland 
navigations. — By the means of this canal, then, 
the iron mailers will be enabled to ferve the manu- 
facturers better with their materials ; and by the 
fame means, the manufacturers will be enabled to 
fend their finifhed goods away much cheaper, and 
to more markets ; by which the confumption, and 
exportation of them, cannot fail to be greatly in- 
creafed. — The circumftance of a water-conveyance, 
all the way from Birmingham to the ports of Hull 
and Liverpool, will be a very great reciprocal ad- 
vantage to all the three places. The reduction of 
the price of carriage, which will take place between 
Birmingham and the laft- mentioned port, is fo great 
a proportion of the value of guns, nails, and other 
heavy manufactures of iron, that the exportation of 
them from thence muft be increafed to a degree be- 
yond eflimation. — The fine ale, made at Burton 
upon Trent, which is now exported to Germany, 
and feveral parts of the Baltic, may* by means of 
the intended canal, be exported from Liverpool to 
all parts of America, where it is likely to become a 
very confiderable article of commerce. — The valu- 
able manufactures of Nottingham, Leicefter, and 
Derby, will find a cheap conveyance to Liverpool, 
by this navigation ; and the demand for them, at 
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thoughts of the ingenious part of the kingdom for upwards of twenty years before; and 
fomc iiirveys, as we have feen, had been made. But Harecaftle Hill, through which 

the 


that port, will confeqnently be irtcreafed. — In the 
neighbourhood of Burflem, and the potteries, bricks 
and tyles are made of a blue colour, which are fo 
far vitrified, as to be harder, and more durable 
than any kind of ftone ufed in building ; and thefe 
articles are likely to find a demand through the 
whole courfe of the canal. — Having mentioned the 
principal natural productions, cultivated commodi- 
ties, and manufactures in the neighbourhood of the 
intended navigation, we come to the articles of im- 
portation, and of general commerce. — Great quan- 
tities of flint Hones, ufed at the potteries in Staf- 
fordfhire, are brought by fea, from different parts 
of the coafl, to Liverpool and Hull. And the clay, 
ufed in the white and coloured ware, is brought 
from Devonfl.ire, chiefly to Liverpool ; and from 
thence fent up the river Weaver to Winsford in 
Chefhire : The flints from Hull are fent up the 
Trent to Willington in Derbyfhire ; and from 
Winsford and Willington they are both brought to 
the works, at a very great expence, by land-car- 
riage ; the one being twenty, and the other not lefs 
than thirty-eight miles diftant from the potteries : 
and they are likewife fubject to the fame expences 
and delays, from floods and fhallows, as the manu- 
factured goods, mentioned before, to the very great 
difadvantage of the manufacturers. Inconvenien- 
cies, which nothing but a navigable canal can re- 
move.— The iron-ore from Cumberland, as it will 
be a confiderable article of importation, mull be 
mentioned in this place, though, in another view, 
it has been taken notice of before. — Hemp, flax, 
and linen-yarn, will be conveyed by this canai, to 
various manufacturers, who make ufe of thofe ma- 
terials ; and probably occafion the eftablilhment of 
feveral new manufactories. — Deals for building, 
; and mahogany for cabinet-work, which are much 
: wanted, and are now very dear, in many parts of 
1 thofe counties through which the canal is to pafs, 
owing to the heavy charge of land-carriage upon 
1 fuch bulky commodities, will be conveyed, through 
1 the whole extent of this navigation, at a moderate 
' expence, and become very confiderable articles of 
commerce. — American iron will alfo, by this means, 
be brought cheaper to the manufacturing towns, 
' from the ports of Liverpool and Hull ; and contri- 
bute, with the advantages already mentioned, ari- 
fing to the iron-mafters, to Ieflen the confumption 
of foreign European iron, to the great profit of this 
nation, in general, and our own iron works in par- 
; ticular ; and have a tendency to keep that money 
at home, whiclr, for want of a better fyftem of 
commercial policy, is now fent to foreigners, who 
take very few of our manufactures ; and alfo to 
prevent the deftruction of a trade, on which many 
thoufands of induftrious workmen depend for fub- 
fiftence. — The numerous manufacturers in Birming- 
ham, and its neighbourhood, will, in general, re- 
ceive their raw materials, of all kinds, much 
cheaper, by means of the intended canal ; fuch as 
copper, calamine, lead, zinc, ivory, and many 
others. — The merchants of Liverpool and Hull 
will fupply the towns and villages, bordering upon 
the canal, with rum, wine, tobacco, fugar, and 
all kinds of groceries and dying-Huffs, at lower 
prices than they have been aceuftomed to receive 
thefe commodities, and with much more fafety and 
expedition. And, as thefe are articles of general 
confumption, the amount of them muft be very 
confiderable ; and the benefit to the public pro- 
portion ably great. — The fait- trade will receive a 
very important advantage from the canal, when the 
navigation in the Weaver may, at anytime, be in- 
terrupted ; as that article may occafionally be for- 
warded to Liverpool, by this new conveyance, for 
the difpatch of thofe veffels which would otherwifc 
be detained there, at a great expence. And any 
injury the proprietors of the Weaver navigation 
Jiave to apprehend from it, fuppofing the canal 
mould not terminate in that river, muft weigh light 
in the balance of public utility j as their freight 
depends chiefly upon fait, and falt-rock, from 
Winsford and Northwich ; which, at prefent, 


amount to about 50,000 tons a year ; and will no 
doubt be ftill increafed : and none of this likely to 
come upon the new canal, but when floods, or the 
repairing of the locks, obftrucl the Weaver ; be- 
caufe the canal will be fome miles diftant from 
Winsford ; and though it mould come near the 
works at Northwich, the difadvantage of unload- 
ing, and loading again, as the canal-vefTels can- 
not live in the tide-way, will prevent the fait from 
being fent by them, except upon fuch occafions as 
thofe that are mentioned above. — The diminution 
of the price of carriage, which will take place, by 
means of the canal, muft alfo appear to be a very 
great and necefTary advantage to our manufactures 
and commerce ;~ when our prefent price of land- 
carriage is placed in a comparative view with that 
of our chief competitors : the price of land -car- 
riage between Birmingham and London being about 
8 s. per ton, for ten miles ; and in the neighbour- 
hood of the intended canal, and in many other 
places, no lefs than 9 s. per ton; whilft merchan- 
dife may be conveyed, by land, between Lions and 
Marseilles, in France, at the rate of 5 s. per ton, 
for the fame diltance. A circumftance that muft 
give the manufacturers of that nation, a very great 
fuperiority over ours, at all markets, where they 
would otherwise meet upon equal terms. — Having 
confidered the principal advantages which the pub- 
lic may reafonably expect from the execution of 
this defign, we ought not to forget the pleafures 
that may arife from it to individuals ; efpecially as 
tafte is fo univerfally cultivated, that our farms are 
gradually improving into gardens. And here it 
muft be a lowed, that to have a lawn terminated by 
water, with moving objects, pafling and repairing 
upon it, is a rinifhing, of all others, the moft de- 
ferable. And if we add the amuiements of a gon- 
dola, that may convey us to many flourifhing 
towns, through the moft delightful vallies in the 
kingdom ; and the convenience of having variety 
of filh, brought alive in well-boats, for our tables ; 
we have articles of luxury, which the inhabitants, 
in other fituations, wifh for in vain.— So many, 
and important, are the advantages that will un- 
doubtedly arife to the public from the intended ca- 
nal, that we prefume, an attentive confideration of 
them, muft convince every one, that they infinitely 
outweigh all the inconveniencies that can be fup- 
pofed to attend it : And it is to be hoped, every 
friend to his country will be cautious of giving 
weight to trivial inconveniencies, in oppofition to 
a work of this immenfe importance. — Some of the 
objections, that may be urged againft this naviga- 
tion, have already been obviated; and thofe that 
remain, do not feem to be well founded, or of 
great importance. It may be faid, that many 
eltates will be divided by the canal : but, as in fe- 
veral parts it will be carried through uncultivated 
commons, and lands that want draining ; as a full 
compenfation will be paid for the ground that is 
cut through ; and as the farms will be again con- 
nected, by bridges and fords, at fuitable diftances ; 
it is pre fumed no inconveniencies will proceed from 
this circumftance, which are not amply counterba- 
lanced by the many advantages, that have been be- 
fore pointed out, and muft evidently arife to every 
farm through which it may pafs.— Nor muft we 
here omit the trite objection of the difhonefty of 
watermen, that they will pilfer fruit and poultry 
in their paffage. But, certainly, this clafs of tra- 
vellers may be ranked, in point of honefty, with 
the common carriers ; and as one man and a boy 
will be fufficient to attend the conveyance of twenty 
tons of goods along the canal, which by land would 
require the attendance of ten perfons, the number 
of thefe dangerous vifitors will be greatly decreafed. 
— The only remaining objection, that has occurred 
to us, is* that by an inland navigation, between 
the ports of Liverpool and Hull, the coafting trade, 
that great nurfery for feamcn, will be diminifhed. 
To which may be anfwered, that, in the flrft 
place, there is little or none of that trade betweea 
thofe two ports* Secondly, that as this inland na- 
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the tunnel is conftru&ed, could nether be avoided nor overcome by any expedient the 
ableft engineers could devife. It was Mr. Brindley alone who furmounted this and fuch 
other difficulties, arifing from the variety of meafures, ftrata, and quickfands, as no 
one but himfelf would have attempted to conquer [£]. 

Soon 


(5) Hift. ofln- 
land Naviga- 
tions, p. 59— 75. 


vigarion will give an opportunity for a more eafy 
conveyance of the products of the interior parts of 
the country to the neighbouring ports, which may 
from thence be conveyed, by fea, to diftant parts 
of the kingdom, from whence other produces and 
commodities may be returned ; the coafting trade 
muft hereby be greatly promoted. And laftly, as 
this navigation will contribute to increafe the pro- 
duce of our farms, will benefit our prefent manu- 
factures, and occafion the eftabliftiment of new 
ones, it mull, of courfe, enlarge the amount of our 
exports ; and, inftead of leflening, have a direct 
tendency to augment the quantity of our ftiippingi 
and the number of our fea men. — It muft alfo be ob- 
ferved, that when the other parts of this great de- 
1 fign are executed, and the principal ports and ma- 
nufacturing towns of the kingdom come to have a 
1 reciprocal inland communication by water, then, 
r though the coafting trade may be diminilhed, the 
c export trade will not only be inconceivably enlarged, 
r but the internal national commerce be carried on 
r with more eafe and difpatch ; lefs expofed to ex- 
1 penfive and hazardous delays ; and perfectly fecure, 
1 in time of war, from the depredations of an enemy. 

* — How far thefe favourable circumftances muft con- 

* tribute to enhance the value of our lands ; to pro- 

* mote the wealth, ftrength, and fplendour of this 

* nation ; and to confirm, and perpetuate^ the pecu- 

* liar bleflings and privileges of its inhabitants ; is 

* referred to the imagination of every intelligent 
4 reader. The profpect is delightful! Patriot 

* minds will dwell upon it with pleafure, and be em- 

* ployed in projecting fchemes to realize it, in its 

* whole extent. But our prefent attention muft be 

* confined to one part of the general defign : and, 

* no doubt, many advantages to be expected from 
€ the navigable canal, now under confideration, will 

* occur to the reader, that have efcaped our notice : 

* thofe that have been pointed out are, however, 

* very numerous and extenlive. — To have the means 

* of conveyance fo greatly facilitated ; the price of 

* carriage fo much diminilhed ; old manufactures en- 

* couraged ; new ones eftablilhed ; eftates greatly im- 

* proved ; plenty widely difFufed ; and the country, 

* in general, rendered ftill more affluent, populous, 

* and fecure ; are confiderations of fuch weight, as 

* cannot fail to intereft all benevolent and public- 

* fpirited perfons, in the fuccefs of this important 

* undertaking (5).' The fubfequent paper is a moil 
finking proof of the great utility of inland naviga- 
tions, and a full confirmation of the advantages fore- 
told in the preceding extract : the price of carriage 
being not only theoretically but actually reduced 
about three-fourths. 

Navigation from the Trent to the Merset. 

ESSRS. Hugh Henshall and Co. take this 
opportunity of informing the Public, That the 
whole of this Navigation, being in length 99 miles, 
is now completed ; and the Company, in order to 
give the greateft expedition to the conveyance of goods 
npon it, have formed feveral regulations ; and for the 
greater fecurity of goods they have taken ample fecu- 
rities from the mailers of their boats, and have added 
a fupercargo to each upon the Trent, in order to pre- 
vent the pilferage which has been too frequently prac- 
tifed upon that river. 

They have fixed regular Stage-boats 
tween the feveral places under mentioned, 
lowing prices : 

Price per 
Between Ton. 

1. s. d 

Gain (borough and Birmingham, 1 10 c 
Manchefter and Etruria, the centre 
of the Pottery - - 015 c 

m Bromley-Common, 

three miles from Litchfield - 100 400 
(The land-carriage from thence 
to Litchfield 2S. 6d. per ton.) 
Vol. IL 


Between 


M 


Price per 
Ton. 
1. s. d. 


Manchefter and Shardlow, 6 miles 

from Derby - - 1 10 © 

(Land-carriage to Derby, 5 s. 
per ton.) 

■ Shardlow, 20 miles 

from Leicefter - - 1 16 o 

(Land-carriage 16 s. 8 d. per 
ton.) 

■ Nottingham - 2 

m Newark - 2 

■ Wolverhampton 1 

■ Birmingham - 1 

Stourport 1 


Land car. 
per Ton. 
1. s. d. 


o o 


o o 


Packs of wool and pockets of hops 

being very bulky articles, - z 
Liverpool and Etruria - o 

» Bromley-Common 1 

■ Shardlow - 1 

Nottingham and 


to pafs 
at the 


be- 
fol- 


Newark 


Wolverhampton 
Birmingham 
Stourport 


C heller and Wolverhampton 

■ Birmingham 

Stourport 


O 
o 

5 

10 
10 

o 

o 

10 

o 

S 
10 
10 

l S 

o 


o 

6 

"3 

o 

13 


2 10 o 


o 
o 
o 
10 
10 
10 


Land car. 
per Ton. 
I. s. d. 


15 o 


The freight between Gainfborough and Shardlow 
(the junction of the canal with the river Trent), and 
between Briftol and Stourport (the junction of the 
canal with the river Severn), will be about 10 s. per 
ton. 

N. B. The above prices are only for periftiable 
goods, thbfe not periftiable will be carried at a lower 
price. 

Navigation-Office, Storte^ 
July I ft, 1777. 

[£] As no one but himfelf would have attempted to 
conquer, 1 Whilll Mr. Brindley was engaged in con- 
ducting the Grand Trunk Navigation, a Letter ap- 
peared, from Burflem, dated Sept. 8, 1767, of which 
the following is an extract. • Gentlemen come to 

* view our eighth wonder of the world, the fubterra- 

* neous navigation, which is cutting by the great 

* Mr. Brindley, who handles rocks as eafily as you 

* would plum-pies, and makes the four elements 

* fubfervient to his will. He is as plain a looking 

* man as one of the boors of the Peake, or one of his 

* own carters ; but when he fpeaks, all ears liflen, 

* and every mind is filled with wonder, at the things 

* he pronounces to be practicable. He has cut a mile 

* through bogs, which he binds up, embanking them 

* with llones which he gets out of other parts of the 

* navigation, befides about a quarter of a mile into 

* the hill Yelden ; on the fide of which he has a 
c pump, which is worked by water, and a ftove, the 
c fire of which fucks through a pipe the damps that 

* would annoy the men, who are cutting towards the 
4 centre of the hill. The clay he cuts out ferves for 

* brick, to arch the fub terraneous part, which we 
c heartily wilh to fee finilhed to Wilden Ferry, when 
4 we lhall be able to fend coals and pots to London, 

* and to different parts of the globe (6) / We fhall here 
add the obfervations with which the compiler of the 
Hillory of Inland Navigations concludes the firft part 
of that publication. * I cannot leave this fubject 

* without mentioning Mr. Brindley once more, who, 

* great in himfelf, harbours no contracted notions* 

* no jealoufy of rivals : he conceals not his methods 

* of proceeding, nor alks patents to fecure the fole 

* ufe of the machines which he invents and expofes to 

* public view. Senfible that he muft one day ceafe 

* to be, he felects men of genius, teaches them the 
' power of mechanics, and employs them in carrying 
4 on the various undertakings in which he is engaged. 
€ — It is not to the Duke of Bridgwater only that his 
1 fervices are confined. He is of public utility, and 

* employs his talents in rectifying the miftakes of 

7 O « delpairing 
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Soon after the navigation from the Trent to the Merfey was undertaken, application 
\vas made to Parliament, by the gentlemen of StafFordfhire and Worcefterfhire, for leave 
to commit! a canal from the Grand Trunk, near Haywood in Staffordlhire, to the river 
Severn, near Bewdley. The aft being obtained, the defign was executed by our great 
engineer, and hereby the port of Briftol was added to the two before united pons of Li- 
verpool and Hulk This canal, which is about forty-fix miles in length, was completed 
in 1772. Mr. Brindley '5 next undertaking was the furvey and execution of a canal from 
Birmingham, to unite with the StafFordfhire and Worcefterfhire canal near Wolver- 
hampton. This navigation, which was finifhed in about three years, is twenty-fix 
miies in length. As, by the means of it, vaft quantities of coals are conveyed to the 
liver Severn, as well as to Birmingham, where there muft be a peculiar demand for 
them, extraordinary advantages have hence accrued to manufaftures and commerce. 
Our engineer advifed the proprietors of the laft mentioned navigation, in order to avoid 
the inconvenience of locks, and to fupply the canal more effectually with water, to have 
a tunnel at Smethwick. This would have rendered it a complete work. But his ad- 
vice was reje6ted, and, to fupply the deficiency, the managers have lately eredted two 
of Meffrs. Watts and Boulton's fteam engines. The canal from Droitwich to the river 
Severn, for the conveyance of fait and coals, was, likewife, executed by Mr. Brindley. 
By him, alfo, the Coventry navigation was planned, and it was a fhort time under his 
direction. But a difpute arifing concerning the mode of execution, he refigned his 
office ; which, it is imagined, the proprietors of that undertaking have fince had caufe 
to lament. Some little time before his death, Mr. Brindley began the Oxfcrdfhire ca- 
nal. This unites with the Coventry canal, and, if the latter were completed, would 
be a continuation of the Grand Trunk Navigation to Oxford, and fo far towards Lon- 
don. Though the proprietors were too foon deprived of their engineer, for whom they 
entertained the higheft refpeft, they, neverthelefs, continue the work with great fpirir, 
and give reafon to hope that it will be attended with the defired fuccefs. The canal 
from Chefterfield to the river Trent at Stockwith, was the laft public undertaking ia . 
which Mf. Brindley engaged. He furveyed and planned the whole, and executed fome 
miles of the navigation, which was fuccefsfully finifhed by Mr. Henfhall, in 1777. 
There were few works of this nature projected, in any part of the kingdom, in which 
our engineer was not confulted.^ He was employed, in particular, by the City of Lon- 
don, to furvey a courfe for a canal from Sunning, near Reading in Berkfhire, to Monkey 
Ifiand, near Richmond. But when application was made to Parliament, for leave to 
effeft the defign, the bill met with fuch a violent oppofition from the land-owners, that 
it was defeated. Thefe gentlemen would not fuffer their fine villas to be difturbed by 
noify boatmen, or their extenfive lawns to be cut through for the accommodation of 
trade and commerce ; though it was from trade and commerce that molt of their fine 
villas and extenfive lawns had derived their origin. 

Mr. Brindley had, for fome time, the direction of the Calder navigation ; but he de- 
clined a farther infpeftion of it, on account of a difference in opinion among the Com- 
miffioners. In the year 1766, he laid out a canal from the river Calder, at Cooper's 
Bridge, to Huddcrsfield in Yorkfhire, which hath fince been carried into execution. 
In 1768, he revifed the plan for the inland navigation from Leeds to Liverpool. He 
w.T,, likewife,«at the firft general meeting of the proprietors, after the aft of Parliament 
had been obtained, appointed the engineer for conducting the work : but the multipli- 
city of his other engagements obliged him to decline this employment. In the fame 
year, he planned a canal from Stockton, by Darlington, to Winfton in the Bifhopric 
of Durham. Three plans, of the like kind, were formed by him In 1769; one from 
Leeds to Selby ; another from the Briftol Channel, near Uphill in Somerfetfhire, to 
Glaftonbury, Taunton, Wellington, Tiverton, and Exeter 5 and a third from Lang- 
port, in the county of Somerfet, by way of Ilminfter, Chard, and Axminfter, to the 
South Channel, at Axmouth, in the county of Devon. In 1770, he furveyed the 
country, for a canal from Andover, by way of Stockbridge and Rumfey, to Redbridge 
near Southampton 5 and, in 1771, from Salifbury, by Fordingbridge and Ringwood 
to Chriftchurch. He performed the like office, in 1772, for a navigation of the fame 
kind, propofed to be carried on from Prefton to Lancafter, and from thence to Ken- 
dal, in Weftmorejand. He furveyed, likewife, and planned out a canal, to join that 
of the Duke of Bridgwater's at Runcorn, from Liverpool. If this fcheme had been ex- 
ecuted,' it was Mr. Brindley's intention to have conftrufted the work, by an aqueduft, 
over the river Merfey, at a place where the tide flows fourteen feet in height. He alfo 
furveyed the county of Chefter, for a canal from the Grand Trunk to the city of Chef- 
ter. The plan for joining the Forth and the Clyde was revifed by him and he pro- 

* defpniring workmen, and in letting on foot large * thwart his defigns, then appears his vaft capacity, 
' and uleful machines, in the filk throwing, mill * by which he makes them fubfervient to his will. 

* working, mine draining, and various other ways, * But I will not further attempt to defcribe his ta- 

* by which he opens new veins of treafure to Great « lents, which deferve the pen of a Plutarch, and 

4 Britain. Hh powers fliine the molt in the midft of r the fkill even of a Brindley (7).' (7) Hift.of 

( difficulties. When rivers and mountains feem to Inland Navigt- 

pofed tion8 >P'9*. 
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pofed fome confiderable alterations, particularly with regard to the deepening of the 
Clyde, which have been attended to by the managers. He was confulted upon ieveral 
improvements with refpedt to the draining of the low lands, in different parts of Lin- 
colnshire and the Ille of Ely. A canal was, like wife, laid out by him, for uniting that 
of Chefterfield, by the way of Derby, with the Grand Trunk at Swarkftone. To the 
corporation of Liverpool, he gave a plan for cleanfing their docks of mud. This hath 
been put into execution with the deflred effecft : and he pointed out, alfo, the method, 
Which has been attended with equal fuccefs, of building walls againft the fea without 
mortar. The laftof our great mechanic's ingenious and uncommon contrivances, that 
we (hall mention, is his improvement of the machine for drawing water out of mines* 
by a lofing and a gaining bucket. This he afterwards employed, to advantage, in 
raifing up coals from the mines. 

When any extraordinary difficulty occurred to Mr. Brindley, in the execution of his 
works, having little or no affiftance from books, or the labours of other men, his re- 
fources lay within himfelf. In order, therefore, to be quiet and uninterrupted, whiift 
he was in fearchof the neceffary expedients, he generally retired to his bed ; and he has 
been known to lie there one, two, or three days, till he had attained the objeft in view. 
He then would get up, and execute his defign without any drawing or model. Indeed> 
it never was his cuftom to make either, unlels he was obliged to do it to fatisfy his em- 
ployers. His memory was fo remarkable, that he has often declared that he could re- 
member, and execute, all the parts of the moft complex machine, provided he had 
time, in his furvey of it, to fettle, in his mind, the ieveral departments, and their re- 
' lations to each other. His method of calculating the powers of any machine invented 
by him, was peculiar to himfelf. He worked the queftion for fome time in his head, 
and then put down the refults in figures. After this, taking it up again in that ftage, 
he worked it farther in his mind, for a certain time, and fet down the refults as before. 
In the fame way he flill proceeded, making ufe of figures only at flated periods of the 
queftion. Yet the ultimate reliilt was generally true, though the road he travelled in 
fearch of it was unknown to all but himfelf \ and, perhaps, it would not have been in 
his power to have fliewn it to another. 

The attention which was paid by Mr. Brindlcy to objects of peculiar magnitude did 
not permit him to indulge himfelf in the common diverfions of life. Indeed, he had 
not the leaft relifh for the amufements to which mankind, in general, are fo much de- 
voted. He never feemed in his element, if he was not either planning or executing 
fome great work, or converfing with his friends upon fubjects of importance. He was 
once prevailed upon, when in London, to fee a play. Having never been at an enter- 
tainment of this kind before, it had a powerful effeft upon him, and he complained, 
for feveral days afterward, that it had difturbed his ideas, and rendered him unfit for 
bufinefs. He declared, therefore, that he would not go to another play upon any ac- 
count. It might, however, have contributed to the longer duration of Mr. Brindlty's 
life, and confequently to the farther benefit of the public, if he could have occafionally 
relaxed the tone of his mind. His not being able to do fo, might not folely arife from 
the vigour of his genius, always bent upon capital defigns ; but be, in part, the refult 
of that total want of education, which, while it might add ftrength to his powers in the 
particular way in which they were exerted, precluded him, at the fame time, from thofe 
agreeable reliefs that are adminiftered by mifcellaneous reading, and a tafte in the polite 
and elegant arts. The only fault he was obferved to fall into, was his fuffering himlelf to 
be prevailed upon to engage in more concerns than could be completely attended to by 
any fingle man, how eminent foever might be his abilities and diligence. It is appre- 
hended that, by this means, Mr. Brindley fhortened his days, and, in a certain degree, 
abridged his ufefulnefs. There is, at leaft, the utmoft reafon to believe, that his in- 
tenfe application, in general, to the important undertakings he had in hand, brought 
on a heftic fever, which continued upon him, with little or no intermiffion, for fome 
years, and, at length, terminated his life. He died, at Turnhurft, in Staftbrd- 
ihire, on the 27th of September, 177a, in the 56th year of his age, and was buried at 
New Chapel in the fame county. The vaft works Mr. Brindley was engaged in at the 
time of his death, he left to be carried on and completed by his brother-in-law, Mr. 
Henfhall, for whom he had a peculiar regard, and of whofe integrity and abilities, in 
conducing thefe works, he had the higheft opinion. 

Thus was the world deprived, at a comparatively early period, of this great genius 

c Of mother wit, and wife without the fchools/ 
who very foon gave indications of uncommon talents, and extenfive views, in the appli- 
cation of mechanical principles ; and who, by a happy concurrence of circumftances, the 
chief of which was the patronage of his Grace the Duke of Bridgwater, was favoured with 
an opportunity of unfolding and difplaying his wonderful powers, in the execution cf 
works new to this country, and fuch as will extend his fame, and endear his memory, to 
future times. The public could only recognize the merit of this extraordinary man in 
the flupendous undertakings which he carried to perfection, and exhibited to general view. 
But thofe who had the advantage of converfing with him familiarly, and of knowing him 
4 well 
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well in his private charadter, refpe&ed him ft ill more for the uniform and unfhaken in- 
tegrity of his condudt; for his fteady attachment to the intereft of the community ; for 
the vaft compafs of his underftanding, which feemed to have a natural affinity with all 
grand objects j and, likewife, for many noble and beneficent defigns, conftantly gene- 
rating in his mind, and which the multiplicity of his engagements, and the fliortnefs of 
his life, prevented him from bringing to maturity, 

A few particulars, of more doubtful authority, will be inferted in the note [F]. We 
cannot conclude the prefent article better, than by tranferibing, from one of our firft 
female poets, fome lines, beautifully defcriptive of the new objects which are prefented, 
in a rural landfcape, by navigable canals. 

c Here fmooth canals, acfofs th* extended plain, 
c Stretch their long arms, to join the diftant main : 

* The fons of toil with many a weary ftroke 
r Scoop the hard bofom of the folid rock ; 

€ Refiftlefs thro' the ftiff oppofing clay, 

* With fteady patience work their gradual way $ 

* Compel the genius of th' unwilling flood 

* Thro' the brown horrors of the aged wood ; 

* 'Crofs the lone wade the filver urn they pour, 
c And cheer the barren heath or fullen moor. 

c The traveller with pleafing wonder fees 

c The white fail gleaming thro* the dufky trees ; 

c And views the alter'd landfcape with furpr/ife, 

* And doubts the magic fcenes which round him rife, 
c Now, like a flock of fwans, above his head 

* Their woven wings the flying veflels fpread ; 

* Now meeting dreams in artful mazes glide, 

4 While each unmingled pours a feparate tide ; 

€ Now through the hidden veins of earth they flow, 

c And vifit fulphurous mines and caves below j 

* The ductile ftreams obey the guiding .hand, 
c And focial plenty circles round the land (a).'} K. 


[F] Will be inferted in the note.] In the Morning 
Poft, in Auguft 1776, two or three fhort papers were 
publifhed, entitled * Anecdotes of Mr. Brindley the 
■ Engineer.* It is plain that the writer of them was 
not very accurately acquainted with the hiftory of our 
great mechanic. He has related, however, two or 
three particulars concerning him, which may ferve to 
amufe our Readers ; and which we mall infert, with- 
out anfwering for their authenticity. If they be true, 
they will contribute ftill farther to difplay Mr. Brind- 
ley's turn of mind. * He was the greateft enthufiaft 

* in favour of artificial navigations that evex exifted. 

* Having fpoken upon various circumftances of rivers 

* before a Committee of the Houfe of Commons, in 
r which he feemed to treat all forts of rivers with 

* great contempt, a Member aflced him, for what 

* purpofc he apprehended rivers were created ? Brind- 
c ley, confidering with himfelf a little before he gave 

* an anfwer, replied, at laft, ** To feed navigable 
" Canals." 

* Employment in fo many confiderable works, had 


made him think there was nothing impoflible to 
him. He had always a favourite fcheme of joining 
the two iflands from Port Patrick to Donnaghdee, 
by a floating road and canal, which he was confi- 
dent he coulc^execute in fuch a manner as to ftand 
the moll violent attacks of the waves.* 
' He had been fo lowly educated that he had 
learned neither to read nor write ; and afterwards 
went no farther than figning his name. Yet he 
would call up pretty intricate accounts in his head 
without difficulty or error.' 

' The late King of France, upon hearing of what 
he had performed, had an inclination to fee him, 
and to have him view the canal of Languedoc. But 
he faid he would have no journies to other coun- 
tries, unlefs it were to be employed in furpafling 
what was already done in them.' 
* Clear as his head mull have been, he had, in de- 
livering his opinion, fo unmeaning and poor a way 
of exprefling himfelf, that he was taken by many 
for an idiot *.* 


(a) Mifi Ai- 
kin's (now Mrs. 
Earbauld's) Po- 
ems, p. 16 — 18» 
third edition* 


[BROUGHTON (Hugh), a Divine of great eminence for his extenfive 
knowledge in Hebrew and Rabbinical learning, was defcended from an ancient fa- 
(a) Lighifoot'i mily [^], and born in the year 1549, at Oldbury [fi], in the county of Salop {a). 
B^ughVon-s Dr. Lightfoot fays, that it is uncertain in what fchool he was inftrnfted in grammar- 
Works, P . i.io. learning-, but, according to the writers of the life of Bernard Gilpin, he was brought 
up in the fchool founded by that excellent man at Houghton, and by him fent to Cara- 


fe] Defended from an ancient family .] Dr. Light- 
foot fays, * The family of which he defcended was 

* ancient, and of very great rank, worth, and eitate, 

* and at the fame time bred this great fcholar, and a 

* brother of his, a Judge. It gave, for its coat of 

* arms, the Owls ; which is mentioned the rather, 

* becaufe this our author would fometimes fay mer- 

* rily, that it was a good prognoftic that he mould 

* be a Grecian, becaufe his coat bore the bird of 

* Athens. And by this may be unriddled, that, 

* for which, it may be, every one is not, or hath not 

* an Oedipus ready, which is this : In fome editions 
4 of the Genealogies fet before our Bibles, you mail 

* find two owls pictured, holding either of them a 


burning torch : which meaneth this, that it was 
Mr. Broughton that gave the light in that 
work ( 1 

[B] At Oldbury.] Dr. Lightfoot fays, « The na- 
tive foil of this great fcholar and divine was the 
county of Salop : the place of his birth Oldbury, 
an ancient (eat, upon the very edge of Wales, to- 
wards Montgomery. Hence he Iticks not to call 
himfelf both a Cambrian and a Salopian, in thefe 
verfes borrowed from Virgil, and changed to his 
own purpofe : 

* Non obtufa adeo gejlamus peflora Cambri, 

f Nec tarn averfus equos Sal ope fol jutigit ab urhc (2).* 

bridge 


* We have fi nee 
learned that this 
account is, in 
pirt, erroneous. 
iVlr. Brindley 
cou d both read 
and write. 
Though he waa 
but a poor kribe, 
he often wrote 
letters. He was 
fo far from look* 
ing like an 
idiot, th..t he 
had an animated 
and fenfible 
countenance* 
(1) Preface, 
written by Dr. 
John Lightfoot. 
prefixed to the 
edition of Mr. 
Broughton's 
Works, printed 
in 1662, in fo* 
liu. 


(a) Preface, 


(b) Carleton's 
Life of Bernard 
Gilpin, p. 186, 
187. 4th edit. 
Gilpin'* Life of 
Bernard Gilpin, 
p. 214. 2d edit, 


BROUGHTON. 

-bridge (£) [C], It -is certain, that he was educated at that univerfity, and "that he 
became one of the fellows of Chrift's college (c). Here he laid the firft foundation of his 
Hebrew ftudies, under a Frenchman, who read upon that tongue in the univerlity [Z)]. 
His parts and learning foon rendered him very confpicuous at Cambridge, and alfo 
attracted the notice of the Earl of Huntingdon, who became a liberal patron to him, and 
greatly encouraged him in his ftudies [£]. From the univerfity he repaired to London, 
where he diftinguifhed himfelf as a preacher [F], andincreafed the number of his friends, 

fome 
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(c) Light foot, 
ubi fufra, p. 1m 


[C] Brought up in the fchool - 


-at Houghton, 


(3) Life of Ber- 
nard Gilpin, 4th 
edit. p. 185, 
186, 187. 


(4) AbelRedU 
|fivus,p. 358. 


(*) In Mr. Gil- 
pin's Life of B. 
Gilpin, 


(5) Life of Ber- 
nard Gil pin, 81/0. 


&c] Bifhop Carleton fays, in his Life of Bernard 
Gilpin, that he ''was accuftomed fometimes to ride 
4 to Oxford, efpecially in his younger time when 

* he was able to endure travel. Now it happened 
4 upon a time, as he was upon his way towards Ox- 
4 ford, that he efpied by the way-fide a youth, one 
4 while walking, and another while running. Mr. 

* Gilpin demanded of him who he was, whence he 

* came, and whither he was going. He made an- 

* fwer, that he came out of Wales, and that he was 

* bound for Oxford, with intent to be a fcholar. 
9 Mr. Gilpin examineth the youth, and findeth him 
4 a prompt fcholar in the Latin, and that he had a 

* little fmattering of the Greek. And wilt thou 
4 (faith Mr. Gilpin) be contented to go with me ? 
€ I will provide for thee. The youth was contented : 

* whereupon Mailer Gilpin took him along with him, 

* firft to Oxford, afterwards to Houghton, where he 

* profited exceedingly both in Greek and Hebrew : 
4 whom Mr. Gilpin at the laft fent to Cambridge. 
4 And this was that famous Hugh Broughton, fo ex- 

* ceeding apt in learning the Greek and Hebrew, but 

* a man of a moft inconltant nature. For when Mr. 
4 Gilpin grew old, whether it was in expectation of 

* Mr. Gilpin's parfonage, or for fome other caufe, 
4 it is reported, that he procured, Mr. Gilpin to 
4 be troubled and molefted by the Bifhop of Dur- 
4 ham (3).' The fame ftory was afterwards publifhed 
by Dr. T. Fuller, and which feems copied from Bi- 
fhop Carleton, as it is related nearly in the fame 
words. He concludes the ftory with faying, 4 this 
4 was that famous Hugh Broughton, who afterwards 
€ requited evil for good, by ftirring up the Bifhop of 

* Durham againft M after Gilpin (4).' 

But Broughton is charged with ingratitude to Ber- 
nard Gilpin in much flronger terms, and with greater 
feverity, by Mr. William Gilpin. This ingenious 
writer fays, 4 Broughton acled the bafeft and moft 
4 ungrateful part. Mr. Gilpin had educated and 

* maintained him both at fchool and the univerfity, 

* and had always fhevvn him every civility in his 
4 power. Yet this man was afterwards vile enough 
4 to endeavour to fupplant the very patron who raifed 

* him. He had craftily infinuated himfelf into the 

* Bifhop of Durham's favour, and thought he ftood 

* fair for the firft vacant preferment ; and as Hough- 

* ton was then the beft thing in the Bifhop's gift, he 

* had fixed his eye upon it. Mr. Gilpin was old and 

* infirm, and in -all probability could enjoy it but a 

* very few years ; yet Broughton had not patience to 

* let him fpend the remainder of his age in peace. 

* He knew the Bifhop was eafily impofed upon, and 

* found means to prejudice him againft Mr. Gilpin. 
c To this was owing, as appeared afterwards, the 
4 affair of the fufpenfion already mentioned (*), and 

* fome other inftances of the Bifhop's difpleafure. 
4 But in the end poor Broughton had the mortifica- 
4 tion to fee his indirect meafures unravelled. The 
4 Bifhop faw his error, was reconciled to Mr. Gilpin, 

* and continued ever afterwards his fteady friend ; 
4 and Broughton finding himfelf neglected, leftDur- 
4 ham to feefc his fortune el fe where (5).' 

If Hugh Broughton really acted in the manner that 
Mr. Gilpin has represented, it is fcarcely poffible to 
cenfure him with too much feverity: but we think 
there is very far from being fufiicient evidence of the 
facts ; at leaft Mr. Gilpin hath not produced it: and 
it feems hardly juft, to admit fo black a charge againft 
a man without proper proof. Bifhop Carleton, the 
firft writer whom we have met with, by whom any 
accufation of this kind is brought againft Broughton, 
fpeaks, in the quotation already given, of his ex- 
citing the Biihop of Durham againft Bernard Gilpin 
only as 3 report ; and, if it were true, feems very 
doubtful whether he was excited to it by any view to 
Mr. Gilpin's living. 

Vol. II. 


It appears that Mr, Gilpin fometimes lent Brough- 
ton books, and probably in the latter part of his 
life ; for in his will is the following paffage : 4 I give 

4 to the Queen's College in Oxford, all the 

4 books that Mr. Hugh Broughton hath of mine, fclffc. 
c Eufebius, Greek, in two volumes ; and Jofephur, 

* Greek, in orte volume, and certain other books 5 
4 I truft he will withhold none of them (6). 

[D] Here he laid the firft foundation of his Hebrew 
ftudies, Sec] In his prefatory fpeech to his lectures, 
which he read in St. Paul's, is the following paffage : 
4 I being requefted to read, thought no place more 
4 fit than this, becaufe I heard, that a learned man of 

* France, about twenty-three years ago, did read 
4 here in the Hebrew tongue. At my firft coming to 
4 Cambridge, I laid under him my firft foundations 
4 of ftudy; and after him, it hath pleafed God, that 
4 I mould come hither to revive his ftudy. He was a 
4 very learned man, and in Cambridge was not 
4 counted the fecond in the realm. A rare man he 
4 was in that ftudy, and in Hebrew he -would draw 
4 fuch a ftudy, that they mi ht learn more of him in 
4 one month, than others could teach in ten yean. 
4 He, being requefted of his countrymen to come, 
4 and teach the gofpel among them, and having got- 
4 ten leave of her majefty, went : but being, when 
4 he came there, perfecuted by moft wicked men, 
s was driven into the hills and woods, and there got 
4 an ague, whereof he died (7).' 

[E] The Earl of Huntingdon, who Became a liberal 
patron to him.] In the dedication of one of his pieces 
to that nobleman are the following paftages : * Of 

your Lordfhip, I may fay out of Homer, that you 
have been unto me as a father to the fon : and I will 
never forget that tendering. I found many honour- 
able patrons, but your lordfhip's charges were the 
greateft. The Archbifhop of Canterbury's grace 
was the means, foon after my coming to Cambridge 
in my young years, to procure me a continual pro- 
feffion of Homer's tongue : whereupon with all 
fpeed the reft of my fuccefs proceeded, until Sir 
Walter Mil dm ay's lecture in Greek, with the gift 
of fix fcholarfhips as I would, and his father-like 
favour, better encouraged my pains. And I fhould 
injure all the governors of Cambridge, if I fhould 
not acknowledge continual lingular cheriihing : and 
one point in offering, whether lecture I would of 
Japheth and Sem's chief tongues. But there to m6 
your lordfhip's charges was five and twei.ty times 
more than the private Greek profefijon, and above 
ten times the value of a fellowship by year. The 
greateft allowance that any nobleman granted 
any fcholar (8).' In the fame dedication he alfo 
fays, 4 I think myfelf more beholding to your lord- 
fhip, for your bountifulnefs in the due time of my 
ftudy, for the benefit of the church, than I could 
be to any for an earldom, when years to fet forth 
religion cannot ferve. And not I only, but all 
divines muft honour you, for this your opinion 
known to many: That you thought a learned Divine 
equal to an Earl (9).' 

[F] He diftinguijhed himfelf as a preacher.] Dr. 
Lightfoot fays, 4 The way of his preaching was this : 
4 He would take a text in the Old Teftament, and 
4 another parallel in the New, and difcourfe largely 

* upon them together, and knit up all in a ftiort ap- 
4 plication. And thus he went over very many, if 
4 not all, the fections in Mofes, and conferred them, 
4 and the Prophets, with the New Teftament. And 
4 one paflage in one of thefe fermons, which he had 
4 in his application, may not be omitted. It was in 

* Eighty-eight, when the Spaniih navy was upon the 
« fea. All the time of the danger, when men's 

hearts were full of fear and doubts, he encouraged 
4 the people exceedingly, and once particularly thus : 

* Now, faith he, the Papifts knees knock one againft 

* another, as the knees of Beljhaxxar, and the news 

7 P 4 will 


(6) Life of Ber- 
nard Gilpin, 
p. 230. 


(7) Lightfoot** 
Preface, p. z. 
Clarke's Live?, 
P . a. 


(8) Worts, p. 
360. edit, 1602 » 


(9) P. 3 6 *» 


6o6 


(d) Lightfoot, 
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fome of whom were of high rank (d). He ftill, however, continued t6 profecute his 
ftudies with the mod unremitting aftiduity \ fo that he is faid frequently to have fpent 
fixteen hours out of the four and twenty at his books (e). 

In 1588, he publifhed a piece, intitled, c The Confent of Scriptures [G].* This 
was a work in which he was employed feveral years ; and which, therefore, he ufed to 

call 


(t) Hid. 


(to) Preface, 
ubi fupra, p. z. 


(lO World, 
p. (160. 


(li) Workt, 
p. f. 


(13) Ibid, p. 51. 


* will come, that the Lord hath fcattered that invincible 

* Navy. Fear ye not, nor be difmayed at thefe /making 
€ fire-brands (io).' 

[G] Apiece, intitled, The Confent of Scriptures.] This 
work is a kind of fyftem of Scripture chronology, and 
Scripture genealogies, and appears to have been com- 
piled with great labour. It was dedicated to Queen 
Elizabeth, to whom it was prefented by himfelf on the 
17th of November, 1589(11). In the dedication he 
fays, * The whole Book of God (moil gracious So- 
vereign) hath fo great an harmony, that every part 
of it may be known to breathe from one fpirit. 
All foundeth the fame point, that by Chrift the 
Son eternal we are made heirs of life ; whom they 
that know not abide always in wrath. Prophecies 
in every age [the firft ages larger, the later nar- 
rower], all brie By told, all for event fully recorded : 
thefe fliew the conftancy of this truth. The like 
revolutions are of Abraham, Jacob, and his chil- 
dren, together, of Shem's houfe : and again to Ja- 
phet's (bus, and all families : wherein the former 
be ftamps of the later: fo that in one fpeech, ano- 
ther thing alfo is fpoken. Thefe mew the eye of 
Jehovah, and his fpirit. The kindreds, places, and 
times [the lights of narrations] are regillered fo 
profitably, that it fhould be a blafphemy to affirm 
any one to be idle. Our Lord his fathers are re- 
corded from Adam, by David and Nathan, to his 
grandfather Ely: likewife they, after whom he is 
heir to the kingdom of David : Solomon's line fo 
long as it continued, and afterwards they who 
from Nathan were heirs to Solomon's houfe. So 
other families, who came all of one, as from them 
all come : they by Mofes and the prophets be plen- 
tifully expreffed. In like fort the places of their 
dwellings are clearly taught. The courfe of time 
is moft certainly to be obferved ; even to the ful- 
nefs, the year of falvation, wherein our Lord died. 
Of which time the very hour was foretold by an 
Angel not feven years before, but feventy times 
feven years, Dan. ix. 24. To this all other He- 
brews, and profane Greeks, bear witnefs ftrongiy 
again ft themfelves. Thefe herps be ftars in the 
ftory. The frame of all this, with coupling of 
joints and proportion of body, will much allure to 
ftudy, when it is feen how about one work (Reli- 
gion and God't way of falvation), all families, 
countries, and ages, build or pull down : and find 
the kindnefs or feverity of God (12).' 
He took much pains to fliew, that the Heathen 
Chronology was little to be depended on. In one 
place he fays, ' Phlegon maketh the beginning of the 

* Olympiads to be in the 3oodth year after the fall of 

* Troy, but Diodorus in the 405th. And yet both 

* aver that Cyrus flourilhed, Ulymp. 55. Thus 

* fweetly they agree, making an hundred years dif- 

* ference, according to Africanus and Scaliger. 

* Circe did not fo bewitch the followers of Ulyfles 
f and others, as the Olympiads have very learned 

* men (13).* 

He was a zealous advocate for the incorruptnefs of 
the facred text both of the Old and New Tefta- 
ment. * In the prophet Daniel's time,' fays he, 

* and afterwards, the facred tongues were changed : 
( it will not therefore be amifs to fpeak fomething of 

* God's counfel in this matter. Adam and Eve's 

* tongue continued, commonly fpoken by the Jews, 

* until the captivity of Babylon, and the underftand- 

* ing thereof, when Haggai and Zachary prophefied, 

* in the next age. In this tongue every book of the 

* Old Teftament is written, in a ftyle unimitable. 

* The characters and points are the fame with thofe 

* written by God in the two tables. The Maforites, 

* of whom Ezra was chief, with an Argus-eyed dili- 

* gence fo keep the letters and words, that none of 

* them can perifh. The fenfe of the tongue is pre- 

* ferved for us by the 70, the N. T. And the Tal- 
' mudic phrafe by them, who in their fchools ftill 
■ kept the tongue. And by the help of the LXX, 


< and N. T- we may excel all the rabbins. For 
' their ftudy is more eafy to us, than to them, in 
f regard that they imitate the Greeks in their fables 
( and expreflions, and we have above them God, an 

* heavenly interpreter for us in all the N. T. which 
1 is both for the infinite elegancy and variety of its 

* words molt divinely eloquent. In it be the choice 

* words of all kind of all Greek writers, nor can 
€ they all, without fome fragments of the ancients, 
' and the LXX, fhew all the words in it. It hath 
' alfo fome new framed words, as all chief authors 

* have, and all brave expreflions, fo that if any one 
■ would ftudy in another tongue to exprefs the like 

* elegancy, he may as well fly with Daedalus wax- 
€ wing, and mifcarry in the attempt. In the N. T. 
' is a fourfold Greek, i. the common ; 2. the LXX 

* Greek; 3. the Apoftolick ; 4. the Talmudick/ — 

* The uncorruptnefs of the N. T. text is undoubted 

* to all that well know the Hebrew tongue, hiftory, 

* and the exacl Athenian eloquence. And fuch as 
1 pretend to correct it, do debafe the majefty of both 

* Teftaments, by unfkilful altering, what God fpake 

* moft divinely (14).' **« ™* * *l 
In another part of his Works, he has the following 

paffage : * A certain Jew in a book whofe title is the 

* Glory of Ifraely doth truly fay and affirm, that the 

* characters of the Hebrew letters, the points and 

* accents, had the fame form and fafhion from th« 

* beginning which now they have. They will fhew 

* themfelves to be unlettered and unlearned, which 

* deny this : let them try who lift. 

. ' The double accents in the Decalogue, or Tea 
c Commandments, are for the fafter, or flower read- 

* ing of them : the former kind of thefe accents is 

* ordinary : the other fhews more hafte to be made : 

* when the whole Perajha was to be read within the 
' appointed and fit time. God would not that this 
1 fhould be without his authority : Maymoni and 

* Hizkuni. There is a double reading in 848 places 
1 (as Elias Levita reckons them), and both of them 
c are of God, and of equal authority. And Arius 
1 Montanus is exceedingly deceived, who affirms, 

* that the text was corrupted in Babylon, and that 
€ the margin doth fhew and manifeftly argue that. 
' His whole work concerning this matter is faulty : 
€ and learned profeflbrs do unfold unto us the reafons 

* of both readings. The Jefuits are not of fuch ex- 

* cellency in learning, which fuffer this work to pafs 

* for current (15).' (15) JW.p.7©ji 
In another place he fays, * The fpeech of the New 

1 Teftament in every part doth (hew clearly that God 

* is the author of it, infomuch that the Jews might 
1 know by the ftyle, that it came from Heaven. In 

* it we fhall find the phrafe, I. Of the common 

< Greek writers. 2. Of the LXXII interpreters. 
1 3. Of the Talmudichs. And 4thly, words made 

* by the Apoftles. The eloquence of the common 
4 Greek is never wanting, where matters pertaining 

* to manners and things familiarly known at Athens 

* are handled. The reading therefore of the Apoftles 

* in thefe matters will call together Homer, Hefud, 

* iEfchylus, Pindarus, and others of the coafts of 
€ Illyricum : as alfo Sophocles, Euripides, Arifto- 
' phanes, Aratus, Menander, Calliraachus, and Epi- 
1 menides ; as alfo Plato, Ariftotle, and all the 

* orators and hiftorians of Grecia writing in the time 

' in which this tongue flourifhed ' i 6).' (16) IW<f. p. 707* 

He maintained, that the Gofpel of St. Matthew 
was originally written in Greek. 1 The New Tef- 
tament,' fays he, ' was all original in Greek. St. 
f Matthew's Gofpel was written at the firft in that 

* heavenly oratorio us Greek, which now we have: 

* and if the Holy Ghaft had written it in the Jews 

* Jerufalcm Hebrew, the holy learned of old time 
1 would have kept it with more care than jewellers 
' all precious ftones. We accufe antiquity of great 
' ungodlinefs, when we fay St. Matthew wrote in 

* Hebrew, but antiquity loft that Gofpel. So St. 
' Paul wrote in Greet to the Hebrews, in thofe fyt- 

€ lables 


(f) Ligktfoot, 
vbi fupra, p. 3. 
Clarke's Lives, 
p. 3. 


(b) t)r. Light, 
foot's Pref. ubl 
fufra, p. 3. 
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call c his little book of great pains (f). 9 It excited much attention At its firft publics* 
tion ; but was ftrongly oppofed by Dr. Reynolds at Oxford. This gave great offence 
to Mr, Broughton ; who had a very earneft and abfurd defire, to have the difpute be- 
tween him and Dr. Reynolds, concerning the Scripture Chronology, fettled by public 
authority [//]. He addreffed on this fubjeft Queen Elizabeth, Dr. Whitgiic, Arch- 
bifhop of Canterbury, and Dr. Aylmer, Bifhop of London (g) m His work was op- 
poled not only at Oxford, but at Cambridge, where Mr. Lively, a profeflbr, read 
publicly againft it (£). He was, therefore, induced to read lectures in defence of his 
performance [/]. He continued feveral years in London [Jf ], where he procured 

many 
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1 lables which we have to this day: and the ftyle 

* hath allufions, which the Jews tongue hath not: 

(17) Works, * which fheweth the original to be in Greek (17)/ 

P- 651. In another place he fays, 1 Now fdr the New Tef- 

* tament this mull firft be known : that every whit 

* of it was written by God in Greek only. For it 

* God advanced the Greek tongue firft (when Babel 

* rooted out Solomon's houfe), by Pififtratus caufing 

* Homer to be in honour. Whereupon poets of all 

* forts, hiftoriques, phyficians, philofophers, orators 
' for two hundred years, bred Greek for the LXX, 
1 and gave the Macedonians, with their foldiers from 
' the weft, rule over north, eaft, and fouth, to fet- 

* tie Greek there. That the beft Greek fcholar 
1 lived out of Grecia : and Greek courts and armies 

* made Greek there the principal language. And the 
4 like is done to draw the law over the world, partly by 

* the LXXJI, who tranflated all the law, Mofes, and 

* the Prophets, and were famous over the world : 

* but moft of all by the vi&ories of Seleucidae and 

* Lagida?, while they ftrove for Judea. And as the 

* Seleucidae prevailed, they filled north and eaft with 
4 Jews. When Lagidae got the upper hand, Alex- 

■ andria, and Cyrene, and ^Ethiopia had them. 

* Yea, the late Arabic, moft learned geographer, 

* recordeth Jews fynagogues to be in the extremity 

* of the fouth. So the Greek tongue for all arts and 

* Jews learning, teaching all in fynagogue faving the 
4 incarnation and refurredion, were fcattered over 

* the world. And the Apoftles wrote the New Tef- 

* tament in Greek, with fuch (kill, that tiny go 

* through all kind of Greek writers. And thefe 

* have words in their little book good Greek, which 

* yet Greeks have not but in fragments, referved by 

* God ? s providence to honour the New Teftament : 

* and from every brave Greek author, they have 

* fome brave term. And though all the New Tefta- 

* ment be in Greek terms, for letters, yet they be 

* not in Greek ufe all. But as all faculties draw 

* common terms to their trade peculiarly, fo do the 

(18) BiV.p,700. < Apoftles, befides the common ufe of Greeks (18).' 

We learn from Dr. Lightfoot, that the Confent of 
Scripture was printed under the care of Mr. Speed. 
He fays, * Mr. John Speed, a man well known, was 

* overfeer of the prefs for its printing: a taylor by 

* trade ; but, by acquaintance with Mr, Broughton, 

* grown very ftudious in the Scriptures, and by his 
1 directions grown very fktlful in them. In the time 

* while the Confent was printing, he, by Mr. Brough- 
« ton's direction, gathered all the Genealogies of the 

* Bible into one view ; and at the laft they were pub- 

* limed under his name, in the form we have them 

* before our Bibles. But it was Mr. Broughton that 

* directed and digefted them, and there are yet fair 

* manufcripts of them to he fhewed, fome whereof 

* have the names in Hebrew and Greek, and fome 
4 in the Latin letter, and in fome of them Mr. 

* Broughton's own hand. And one that attended 

< him, Dorman', or Dalman, or of fuch a name, had 

■ made fuch a collection by the direction of his ma- 

* fter, before Mr. Speed had collected his one View. 

* And yet, when the Genealogy came to be publiftied, 

* becaufe the Bifhops would not endure to have Mr. 

* Broughton's name prefixed, Mr. Speed went away 

* with all the credit and profit : fo that he would 

* confefs, and it was no more than he had good rea- 
1 fon to do, that Mr. Broughton was a means, under 

* God, of great bleflings to him and his children, 

* for worldly comforts : and therefore that act of his 
' * may be wondered at, which himfelf confeiTed to 

* fome friends of Mr. Broughton's, viz. that he had 

* as many manufcripts of Mr. Broughton's as he could 
« hold in his arms, and he held his arms encom- 

* pafled : but, faith he, I have burnt them alL What 

< reafon moved him fo to do, he beft knew ; but cer- 


' tainlv ftanders-by will hardly be fatisfied, that it 

« was done like a friend (19).' f'9) ™tit* 

The Confent of Scripture is publifhed in the Collec- ^£ t0 " 8 fi 
tion of Mr. Broughton's Works, both in Engliih and 
in Latin. It was tranflated into Latin by Mr. Ifaac 
Genius, who had been one of his pupils (20); citrkc'sUves 

[//] Had a very earneft and abfurd defire, to have ^ ^ °* 
the difpute between him and Dr. Reynolds, &c. fettled 
by public authority. \ In one of his addrefTes to Queen 
Elizabeth on this fubject, he fays, * Your Majefty's 
1 fignification of your princely determination would 
' more break young braving ftudents, whom reafon in 

* fuch unexpected foils cannot bend (21).' Speak- (21) Work?, 
ing of Dr. Reynolds and himfelf, he alfo fays, * His P- O53). 

* fame of learning, and my more confident reuftance, 

* maketh many think that the Scripture is hard, 

* where our long labours differ. The fault is into- 

* lerable in the one of us two, either in him, or in 
f me : and the faulty mould be forced to yield, that 

* none think amifs of God's word (22);' («*) J l€i 
In another addrefs to her Mijefty, he fays, * While P ' ^ 54 '' 

* divines jar in their narrations, faith is weakened, 

* and all ftudy of Scripture ; and old confirmed errors 
1 have difgraced all the holy ftory, that without the 

* enforcement of authority, ftudents will hardly yield to 

* the truth (23) :' and he iolicited the Queen to com- (*3) ^d. 
mand the Archbifhops, and both univerfities, to de- P-v' 61 )* 
termine the points in conteft between him and Dr. 
Reynolds (24). (24)^/. 

[/] Read leBures in defence of his performance.} P* < l6a ) # 
Dr. Lightfoot fays, that * he had auditors to the 

* number of eighty, ninety, or an hundred, fome- 
c times more, fometimes lefs, and they met weekly. 

* He firft read in Paul's, in the eaft end of the 

* church, where now is the auditdry of the Lord 

* Mayor. This he did with the allowance of the 
1 Queen, and her Council, and fome of the beft 
c learned of the Bilhops were his friends. The Coun~ 

* cil had the names of the men he taught, of what calling 

* they were, how qualified, and where they dwelt. B ut 
' this others of the Bifhops would not endure, call- 

* ing them dangerous Conventicles, and complained, 

* which caufed fome trouble : fo that, at laft, hfc 
' muft read in Paul's no longer. 

* Then he read in a large chamber in Cheapfide : 

* but tarried not there long, but removed into Mark- 
4 lane, and fome other places. And this was his 

* courfe of teaching in private. His auditors had 

* every one of them the Confent before him, and he 

* went on ftill in expofition of it along with the Bi- 
tf ble, and bad his auditors diligently read the Scrip- 

* tures, and keep them to the Chronology of it : and * 

* fhewed what, and how much they mould read againft 
f their next meeting, to be prepared for his difcourfe 

* then. And withal handled the Genealogies, as the 

* matter of thofe Scriptures called for explication for 
1 that time of the Chronology ; that they mould un- 

* derftand what Scriptures were contained within fuch 
( a fpace of time. And ftill he fhewed the doctrine 

* of faith and love in Chrift Jefus in every age, how 

* believed and practifed by the faithful, and who de- 
' fpifed. And, in application, he would fum up all 
1 in a quarter of an hour, or more, as the matter re- 

* quired. Of thefe his Leclures there are yet extant 

* the notes of four and thirty, and the notes of nine 
' of his Sermons, in which he collated the fections of 
1 Mofes, and the Prophets, with the New Tefta- 

* ment : all taken from his mouth, when he delivef- 

1 ed them (25)/ (15) Preface, 

[AT] He continued feveral years in London.) Mr. ufo fupra, p. 
Gilpin fays of Broughton, that * London was the 3> 4* 

* fcene where he^ firft expofed himfelf. Here for 
4 fome time he paid a fervile court to the vulgar in 

g the capacity of a popular preacher (26).' But of ( 2 6) Life of 
this we can meet with no evidence : and, indeed, Bernard Gilpio, 

fervility p. 
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( 27) Preface, 
4i S» 


(iS) Id. ibid. 


iti&ny friends. One of thefe was Mr. William Cotton* whofe fon Rowland, who was 
afterwards knighted, he inftrufted in the Hebrew tongue [L]. In the year 1589, Mr. 
Broughton went over into Germany, accompanied by Mr. Alexander Top, a young 
gentleman who had put himfelf under his care, and travelled with him* that he might 
continually receive the benefit of his inftru&ions (/). He was fome time at Frankfort, CO Dr. Light, 
where he had a long difpute in the Jewifh fynagogue, with Rabbi Elias, on the truth fl^l^X 
of the Chriftian Religion [M]. He appears to have been very folicitous for the con- 
verfion of the Jews* and his tafte for Rabbinical and Hebrew ftudies naturally led him 
to take pleafure in the converfation of thofe learned Jews whom he octafionally met with. 
In the courfe of his travels, he had alfo difputes with the Papifts ; but in his contefh 
both with them, and with the Jews, he was not very attentive to the rules either of 
prudence or politenefs [TV]. It appears, that in the year 1590, he was at Worms (k) ; (*J id. ibid, 
but in what other places is not mentioned- In 1591, he returned again to England, 
and met at London with his antagonift Dr. Reynolds; and they referred the decifion 
of the controverfy between them, occafioned by his Confent of Scripture, to Dr. Whit- 
gift, Archbifhop of Canterbury, and Dr. Aylmer, Biftiop of London [0]. Another 

piece 


fervility to people of any clafs does not appear to 
have been a part of Broughton's character. 

[L] Mr. William Cotton, whofe fon Rowland, Sec. 
be inftruclcd in the Hebrew tongue.] Dr. Lightfoot 
fays, that Mr. Broughton taught this young gentle- 
man Hebrew with fuch good fuccefs, that * there 

* were few places in the Bible which he was not able 

* readily to read, and to render into Englifh, when 

* he was but feven, or eight years old, and could 

* very well and readily fpeak the language. The 

* way that he ufed to bring him on fo forward iy, 

* was this : fir ft, he fpake Hebrew to him himfelf 

* continually, and taught him by heart the pafTages 

* and fpeeehes, which were mod ufual in his ordi- 

* nary converfe ; as to call for his meat, clothes, and 

* other necejfaries ; phrafes of falutations, and enter- 

* tainments ; expreflions of his duty and affections to 

* his relations ; nay, the very paflages that were moil 

* ufual with children at their play. Thefe he taught 

* him to utter readily in that tongue; a young man, 

* fkilled in the language, being ever with him to 
c interpret for him. The noble Knight would oft 

* relate, that his mother would fometimes be ready 

* to weep, when he came to do his duty to her, or 

* to afk any thing from her, and mull not fpeak to 

* her in Englifh, fo that fhe might have conferred 
c with him, and talked to him again. To this his 

* matter added, that he drew up for him a Vocabulary 

* in Hebrew and Englifh, out of which he was con- 

* tinually learning words. He framed it not in an 

* alphabetical way, as dictionaries and lexicons com- 

* monly are : but lie fiffl pitched upon a place, or 

* thing more general, and then named all the parti- 
€ culars in it, or belonging to it : as Heaven, Angels, 

* fun, moon, ftars, clouds, &c. So an houfe, a door, 
c a window, a parlour, a cellar, Sec, a field, grafs, a 

* flower, a tree, hedge, furrow, Sec. (27)' Mr. 
Broughton's mode of teaching his young pupil was 
certainly fomewhat too rigorous : if fpeaking He- 
brew were a necefTary accomplifhment, his pupil 
might have acquired it, though he had been permit- 
ted to fpeak Englifh to his mother ; and it was furely 
abfurd, that he mould be directed either to be filent 
in her company, or to fpeak to her in a language 
which fhe did not undcrftand. 

Befides Mr. Will am Cotton, and his fon Sir Row- 
land, there were feveral others of the fame family 
who had a great regard for Mr. Broughton. Dr. 
Lightfoot fays, * he abode in London divers years 

* from his hrft coming thither, and obtained many 

* friends in the city, making his refidence a long 

* time more efpecially among the family of the Cot- 

* tons, who tendered and refpefted him very much 

* whilft he was in England, and forgat him not when 
4 he was beyond the feas ; but fent him frequent and 

* large takens of their love, fometimes 100/. at a 

* time. They were four brethren, John, Roger, 

* William, and Allen. This Allen was afterwards 

* Lord-mayor (28).' Lightfoot alfo fays, that one 
of thefe brothers, 6 Mr. Roger Cotton, a draper in 

* Cannon-ftreet, was a true fcholar of fuch a mafter, 

* and fo constantly plied the Scriptures, according to 
« the admonitions he had received from him, that he 

* read over the Bible twelve times in one year; and 

* what proficiency he made therein, he gave a fpeci- 
< men of in that little book he publifhed, called Z>/« 


' regions to the Waters ef Life (29).* But in the ( 19 ) j& ibid, 

houfe of Mr. William Cotton, who was alfo a draper, 

was Mr. Broughton's conflant refidence, lodging, and 

library, when he was in London (30). (30} Id. ibid* 

[M] At Frankfort, he had a long difpute in the 
Jewifh fynagogue with Rabbi Elias.] Speaking of 
this difpute, in his piece, intitled, A Require of 
Agreement to the Grounds of Divinity Study, Sec. he 
fays, ■ Our conference was reported by Jews to Con- 
' ftantinople, and by farther inftigation thence R. 

* Abraham Ruben fent his epiftle to England : 
c which, when I had printed in Bafil, Rabbi Elias 

* came thither.' It appears, from what Broughton 
fays afterwards, that, in this conference, his argu- 
ments in favour of Chriftianity made a great impref- 
fion upon Rabbi Elias. He alio fays, c afrer my 

* return from Zurich, two Italian Jews came thi- 
' ther, and feeing what I had printed, efpecially 

* upon Daniel, believed and were baptized, and 

* came to BanI to fee me. Another is in England 

* now, as I hear ; who by my occalion took the Go- 

« fpei(3i).' . (3O WorbJ 

[N] He had alfo difputes with the Papifts, Sec] I* 61 
Lightfoot fays, that Mr. Top, who travelled with 
Broughton, would often fpeak of his 1 wondrous 
' boldnefs, and freenefs of inveighing again ft Popery 

* and Jefuitifm, among the Papifts and Jefuits, and 

* againft Judaifm amongft the Jews. A> once more, 
1 efpecially at the Biftiop of Mentz's table, where 

* divers Jefuits were alfo pre fent, he diicourfed fo ■ 

* freely and fharply againft the Papacy as Aiui-Chri- 

* ftian, and againft the blindnefs and wickednefs of the 
1 Romanifts, that the Proteftants, that were with him, 
' were afraid he would have endangered both himfelf 
' and them. Another time, being in one of the fyna- 
' gogues of the Jews, at the time of their fervice, 

* where their public minifter read, and prayed in a 
' ftrange and feat tone, he was afked by one of the 
' Jews, as they came out, Did not our minifter fing 
1 like an Angel ? No, faith he, he barks like a dog ; 

* and fo called for a difpute with him, where they 

f had long and much tugging- (32).' ubi 

[01 Referred the decifion of the controverfy between ****** p ' * 
them to Dr. Whit gift, Archbijhop of Canterbury, and 
Dr. Aylmer, Bijhop of London.] In an epiftle to thefe 
Prelates on that occafion, Mr. Broughton expreffes 
himfelf in the following terms : 4 It is known to ail 

* the realm, with what vehemency and care Dr. 

* Reynolds laboured to prove, that a confent of 

* Scripture for certainty of chronicle could not be 
' made. By reafon of his former credit, he hath 

* drawn many to deny that which they always held 5 
1 and to be againft themfelves, to countenance him, 
c and to difgrace me. Content could I have been, 
1 to have tried by difputation, or by printing : not 

* minding to leave oft', until my book to her Majefty 
' (which he laboureth wholly to difgrace) ftandeth 

* by open judgment, or falleth to my continual dii- 

* grace, and loft pains in ftudy. When he had long 
1 read to prove that Mardochai was not of Jechonias's 
1 captivity, and had made many commend his caufe; 
c and they being called to read the text, loathed 
c their own inconftancy. , Yet then this was told me, 
1 that fome Oxford men required anfwer of me. 
c Thereupon I wrote to EXr. Robinfon, provoft of the 
r College, certain thefe?, which might end the 

6 • caufe ; 


(!) Lightfoot 
lay*, that 
Broughton 
caufed this piece 
" wholly to be 

* engraven in 

* brafs, which 

* coft him near 

* upon, if not 

* fully, an hun- 
' dred marks.* 


f30 Works, 
p. 155. 


(34) Ibid. 
p. 734- 

(35) Bayle, art. 
Brighton, note 
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piece which he publifhed, intitled, c An Explication of the article of Chrift's Defcent 
c to Hell,' was a fource of much controverfy, and was vehemently oppofed ; though 
his opinion on this fubjeft is now generally and julUy received [/>]. Two of his oppo- 
nents in this controverfy were Archbifhop Whitgift, and Bifhop Bilfon. He addreffed 
on this fubjedt c An Oration to the Geneveans/ which was firft publifhed in Greek [i^J. 
In this piece he treats the celebrated Beza with much feverity. In 1592, he was in 
Germany again, and publifhed a piece called, c The Sinai Sight,' which he dedicated 
to the Earl of Effex (/). About the year 1 596, Rabbi Abraham Reuben wrote an 
epiftle from Conftantinople to Mr. Broughton [/?], which was direfted to him in Lon- 
don ; 
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caufe ; requefting his allowance, or rejection : with 
this addition, that I thought it injurious, that Ox- 
ford men mould require me to defend that which 
they ever held ; unlefs they would proteft, that 
either their minds were altered, or that they were 
unable : and of Dr. Reynolds I wrote, that he was 
extremely culpable, in blaming me for differing 
from him ; where none ever was, nor will be of his 
judgment; and by his own words he is utterly 
condemned. Upon this Dr. Reynolds cometh to 
London to me, mewing that he was willing to take 
any judge; and both we agreed upon your Grace, 
and you, my Lord Bifhop of London, that we 
might have the caufe fully ended, without partia- 
lity to the credit of either, clearly to the glory of 
God, and brightnefs of his truth ; that whetherfo- 
ever hereafter (hall make any ftir in the caufe, he 
fhould be openly culpable by all cenfures. My 
matter is opened in my book of Scripture Confent, 
in Gabriel's Oration, Dan. 9. in the preface, and 
at the year of the world 3470. My accufation is, 
that Dr. Reynolds unjuftly blamed that, as all par- 
ticulars depending thereupon : which tend through 
the Old Teftament, yea from Mofes to our Lord 
his afcenfion. To all which courfes I blame him as 
injurious, I moved him to fend to your Grace and 
Lordfhip the book of his lectures. I trow reafon 
will move him to do fo much, if he mean to defend 
himfelf. I have fent here withal a brief in thefes 
and fhort declarations, to give an in fight to the 
matter : a copy whereof I could wifh Dr. Reynolds, 
if he would ; as I would gladly give him any thing 
for a book of his whole lectures again!} me. If 
thefe be not fufHcient, I am ready by lecture, dif- 
putation, or printing, to open any point hid in 
my caufe (33).' 
[P] His opinion on this fubjecl, &c] He main- 
tained that the word Hades no where, either among 
the Greeks, or in the Scriptures, did properly denote 
Hell y or a place of torment, but only the place of 
fouls, the ftate of the dead, or the invifible world ; 
and in the latter fenfe he therefore underftood this 
word in the creed. It has been already obferved in 
Bilfon's article, that Broughton was the firft of our 
countrymen by whom this matter was rationally ex- 
plained. 

In his explication of the article of Chrift *s Defcent to 
Hell, Broughton has introduced the following obfer- 
vations concerning the Book of Job. ' There was 
€ never any book written, fince the pen became the 

* tongue of a writer, of a more curious ftyle than 

* job ; in verfe of many forts, and ufe of words 

* more nice than any Greek or Latin writeth, and 

* for grammar, hath more tricks and difficulty than 

* all the Bible befide, Arabizing much; but fuller 

* of Hebrew depth in language. God faw it need- 
« ful to honour with a ftyle of all ornaments the par- 

* ticular cafe of Job, left it mould be defpifed or 

* thought a feigned matter, and therefore gave that 

* book a more curious ftyle than any other part of 
« the Bible hath; and fuch depth of Ikill in the 
tf tongue, as no Rabbin could be thought ever to 
« have fuch in the holy tongue (34).' 

fj^J An oration to the Geneveans.] It was printed 
at Mentz, in frvo, by Albinus (35), under the fol- 
lowing title : Aoyoc, 77£o? tou; Tw&ghhs TTc^i t»k ^xctrxQa.- 
<rsw ek Skh T * ^ £ * £i T0 tf*° Vm . It: was re P rm ted in 
Greek, in Lightfoot's edition of our author's works, 
to which was annexed an Englifti tranflation. In 
this piece he fupported his opinion, concerning the 
meaning of the word Hades, in the mod fatisfaclory 
and conclufive manner, by many quotations from 
Homer, Plato, Pindar, Diogenes, Laertius, and 
other Greek writers. 

Vol.. II. 


Mr. Bayle fays, that Broughton ' was prodigi- 
< oufly attached to the difcipline of the church of 
c England, and he cenfured, in very bitter lan- 
e g ua g e > tnat °f tne Prefbyterians. The oration 
c which he addre/Ted to the Geneveans, is a very 

* ftrong proof of this affordon.' But we apprehend, 
that this oration of Broughton does not, by any 
means, prove all that Mr. Bayle fuppofes. Allow- 
ance being made for Broughton's rough rriethod of 
exprefllng himfelf, we think it does not appear from 
his oration to the Geneveans, that he had any great 
averfion to them, or their difcipline. Excepting a 
few farcaftic fentences, we can difcern little animofi- 
ty againft them, but with refpeft. to the particular 
fubjedl of which he treated, the interpretation of the 
word Hades, and in which the church of Geneva dif- 
fered from him, and from what he juftly fuppofed to 
be the truth. As to Beza, indeed, he appears to 
have been exceedingly offended with him. Bayle 
has inferted in Broughton's article, in his Dictionary, 
note [D], an epiftle of Broughton to Beza, the ori- 
ginal of which was written in Greek. 

Broughton intimated to the Geneveans, in h'19 
Oration, that they fpoke unguardedly and improperly 
on the fubjecl: of Predcftination ; and that c their dc- 
1 iire to overthrow Pelagius made them deal their 

* words with more heat than difcretion (36).' (36) Works, 
He treats Bifhop Bilfon in this piece very con- P' 81 *• 

temptuoufly ; and in one place fays of him, c Verily 
' I was amazed, when I read his words, to fee what 

* a very infant, in his mother's lap, he is in the 

■ Greek tongue (37).' Of Beza he fays, that * fol- {n)lh\<L 
€ lowing his own dangerous conceits, he hath per- P' ** IX * 

* fuaded fuch as are credulous, that the text is cor- 
' rupted in many places, and that there is no perfect 

* copy to be found : and fuchpalTages as ? molt of all, 
f declare the wifdom and providence of God, thofe 

* Beza hath corrupted, whereby many men have 

f been infected paft recovery (38).' And in another (38)/^ 
place, he obferves, that s many thoufand words and p. 838. 

* phrafes, which are extant in the writings of Jews 
' fkilful in the law, do adorn and enlighten the Tef- 
f tament, whom, if Beza had read and underftood, 

c he would not have condemned (39).' (39) Tl>iJ. 

[R] Rah hi Abraham Reuben wrote an epiftle from P* 
Conftantinople to Mr, Broughton. ~] Lightfoot fays, 
that this epiftle ' was written in fo harm, and ftrange 

* a Hebrew character, that though it went through 
' the hands of divers fcholars in London, yet none 
e could fo much as read the endorfement. At laft it 
' came to Mr. Top, who, as he would confefs, could 

* not know one letter of it for a while ; but, at laft, 
' with very much pains, found out the character, 
f and made a fhift to read it, and fo fent it over to 

J him in Germany (40).' Broughton himfelf, fpeak- ( 4 o) Pref.p. 3, 
ing of this epiftle, fays, that ' to pafs over it in fi- 
1 lence, any indifferent perfon will judge it great 
c profanenefs. He fpeaketh glorious things of God's 
e goodnefs upon us : unto which, if we give no accla- 

* mation, we may juftly be counted godlefs. The 

* Queen alfo is highly extolled by him, for extra- 
r ordinary breeding of rare knowledge. Where, as 
c it is profitable for the realm, that {he mould be 

* counted in truth, no lefs than in title, Defender 
' of the Faith (which defence ftandeth chiefly in 
€ breeding rare Ikill for the truth and clearnefs of the 
c Holy Scripture), fo it is needful to confirm the Jews 
f praifing, in that her divines fhew in work all which 
1 his words tell. —Moreover, the Jew made a peti- 

■ tion honourable for the Queen to perform, and 
« fuch as Ihe may not deny without open contempt of 

* Chriftianity ; That one might be fent to Conilan- 

■ tina, able to direct the Jews willing to learn Chri- 
! ftianity. It is reported in Germany, that this doc- 

7 Qs. ' tor 


( m) Lightfoot, 
ubi fupra t p. 7. 


(p) Lightfoot, 
ubi fupra, p, 9. 
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don; but he was then in Germany, He appears to have continued abroad till the 
death of Queen Elizabeth [S] ; and during his refidence in foreign countries, cultivated 
an acquaintance with Scaliger, Raphelengius, Junius, Piftorius, Serrarius, and other 
eminent and learned men (m). He was treated with particular favour by the Archbifhop 
of Mentz, to whom he dedicated his tranflation of the Prophets into Greek He 
was alfo offered a Cardinal's hat, if he would have embraced the Romifh religion (o). 
But that offer he refufed to accept, and returned again to England, foon after the ao 
ceffion of King James I. In 1603, he preached before Prince Henry, at Oatlands, 
upon the Lord's Prayer (/>). In 1607, the new tranflation of the Bible was begun ; and 
Mr. BronghtorTs friends expreffed much furprize, that he was not employed in that 
work [T]. It might probably be difguft on this account, which again occafioned him 
to go abroad ; and during his ftay there, he was for fome time preacher to the Englifh 
at Middleburgh [CTJ. But finding his health decline, having a confumptive diforder, 
which he found to increafe, he returned again to England, being defirous to die in his 
f f j id, ibid. own country (q). In November, 161 1, he arrived at Gravefend, which being foon 
made known to his friends in London, feveral of them went down to him thither, to 
accompany him up to town \JV\ Fie lodged in London, during the winter, at a friend's 
houfe in Cannon-ltreet \ but in the fpring he was removed, for the benefit of the air, 
to the houfe of another friend, at Tottenham High- Crofs, where he died of a pulmo- 
nary confumption, on the 4th of Auguft, 161 2, in the fixty-third year of his age (r). 
During his illnefs, he made fuch occafional difcourfes and exhortations to his friends, as 
his ftrength would enable him \X\ He appears to have had many friends and admirers 
even to the laft [T] - y and his corpfe was brought to London, attended by great num- 
bers of people, many of whom had put themfelves in mourning for him (j). He was 


(n) Id. ibid. 

(0 ) id. ibid. 

This circum- 
ftance alfo par- 
ticular! ap 
pears, in a let* 
ter written by 
him to Cardinal 
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(r) Id. p. io. 


(0 Id. ib id. 


9 tor hath turned full many to our faith, who, if 

* they be not well direcled, will turn to many bye- 

* ways. And the nation that fettleth them mould 

* find eternal blefling of God, and honour among 

* men. Another petition alfo he hath, as profitable 
c for our nation, as needful for Jews, and pleafant 

* for a man of learning to undertake. He requefteth 

* a full treatife for the Scripture, and againft the 

* law of traditions or Talmud. Here great matter of 
** infinite ufe might be handled, for both Teftaments, 

* their tongues and copies (how they fhew God's 

* wifdom, and quick eye), and their ftory pithily 

* compaft, with Christianity breathing through all. 

* So for Jews traditions, the Jcrufalem Talmud 

* might be printed, with approbation for their ex- 

* amining of much texts, but in fuch points as Rab- 
(4.1) Works, ' bins wrefl (41 The Rabbin's epiftle is printed 
p. 673, 674. in Hebrew in our author's works, with a letter writ- 
ten by Broughton to him in Hebrew, Latin, Greek, 
and Englifh. 

[S] Continued abroad till the death of Queen Eliza- 
beth.] Lightfoot fays, * He had fome potent adver- 

* fary at the court, which was a means to hinder him 

* from the preferment the Queen intended for him, 

* and to obftrucl hft* favour towards him, and that 

* bred danger, and unquietnefs to him in England ; 

* which caufed him to fpend fo much of his time in 

* a flrange country (42).' The potent adverfary 
here meant was Archbifhop Whitgift. In an addrefs 
to Queen Elizabeth, in which Broughton complains 
of her Majefty's being prejudiced againfl him by that 
Prelate, he fpeaks of Whitgift's hare Latin ftudies, of 
his unlearncdnefsy and his bare Commentary Latin (43). 

\T] That he vuas not employed in that vjork.] 
Lightfoot fays, ' From which work (the tranflation 

* of the Bible) why he was fecluded, whofe abilities 

* that way were known fo well, may rather be won- 

* dered at, than refolved. He hath fpoken much 

* concerning that tranflation, for which he heareth 

* ill of fome, as if he fhewed indignation, becaufe he 
€ was excluded : whereas charity and candour would 

* conftrue, that what he hath written was in zeal and, 

* vindication of the truth. And, doubtlefs, if his 
f advertifements concerning fome particular texts 

(44.) Pref. ubi * had hecn taken, they had not been ufelefs (44).' 

fupra, p. 8. * Broughton was fo great a linguift, that his afliftance 
in a new tranflation of the Bible muft have been de- 
firable : at the fame time it may be admitted, that 
his high opinion of himfelf, and his tenacioufnefs of 
his own opinions, would probably have rendered him 
a trouble fome coadjutor ; and thofe who were aclually 
employed appear to have much excelled him in point 
of tafte and judgment. 

[£/] Preacher to the Englijh at Middleburgh.] 
Lightfoot fays, that ' thither two of his followers in 

* London, Mr. Ayre and Mr, Parry (if my memo- 


( 4 t) Prcf. p. 7. 


(43) Worki, 
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* ry fail not), went purpofely to give him a viflt, 
' whom at firfl meeting he chid a little, for taking fo 

* long, dangerous, chargeable, and needlefs a jour- 
1 ney. What ! fay they pleafantly, is this the enter- 
1 tainment you give us for our pains, and vifit ? Then 

* did he as pleafantly and lovingly embrace them, 

* and entertained them moll affectionately, all the 
c time of their abode with him (45).' 

\}V] Several of them vuent douun to him thither, 8cc] 
' He told them, that he was come to die in his own 

* native country ; and his defire was alfo, if the 
9 Lord had permitted, to die in his own native coun- 
S ty. And fo had he oft told Sir Rowland' Cotton 

* before this, that he intended to end his days with 

* him, if the Lord would permit; and fo he told him 

* now at their meeting in London, that if his ftreng th 

* would but ferve, he would come down to him into 

* Shropfhire. And the noble knight did accordingly 

* accommodate lodgings againft his coming, fuit- 
' able to his ficklv condition ; but it pleafed the 
c Lord to prevent his journey (46). 

[X~] Occafional difcourfes and exhortations to his 
friends, &c] We are told, that 'he went over all 
1 the Books of the Old Teftament in a brief difcourfe 
1 of the fum of every one, when he was fo weak 
1 upon his death-bed, that his ftrength ferved him 

* not to do the like by the New (47).' He alfo ad- 
drefled many fhort fentences to them, and particu- 
larly the following : 4 Study the Bible. Labour to 

* fave one another. Be peaceable. Some great 

* judgment will come upon this kingdom. Never 
■ fear Popery ; it lhall never overflow again, but the 

* courfe the Bifhops take will fill the land with Athe- 

* ifm (48).' 

\T] He appears to have had many friends and ad- 
mirers, even to the laft.] Mr. W. Gilpin fays, that 
Bioughton had * lived out all his credit, and become 

* the jeft even of the ftage (49).' It is certain, that 
he was fatirized on the ftage : but a man's being ri- 
diculed in a dramatic exhibition, is no proof of his 
having out-lived either his credit, or his friends ; nor 
does this appear to have been the cafe with Brough- 
ton. It was Ben. Johnfon by whom he was attacked 
on the ftage, who hath ridiculed him both in the Fox 
and the Ahhymift. In the latter, Ad ii. Sc. 3. Face 
is introduced, faying, 

* Y' are very right, Sir, fhe is a moft rare fcholar, 

4 And is gone mad with ftudying Broughton's Works. 
< If you but name a word touching the Hebrew, 

* She falls into her fit, and will difcourfe 

* So learnedly of Genealogies, 

' As you would run mad too, to hear her, Sir.* 

^ In Acl iv. Sc. 5. our author's writings are alfo 
ridiculed with much humour. He is likewife fatiri- 
cally introduced in tht Fox, Acl ii. Sc. 2. 
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buried in St. Antholin's church, where his funeral fermon was preached by the Reverend 
James Speght, B. D. afterwards^ D. D. Minifter of the church in Milk-ftreet, Lon- 
don (/). Lightfoot mentions it as a report, that the Bifhops would not fuffer this lbr- 
mon to be publifhed ; but it was afterwards printed at the end of his works. 

His perfon was comely and graceful, and his countenance expreffive of ftudioufnefs 
and gravity. His indefatigable attention to his ltudies, gave him an air of aullerity ; 
and, at times, there appears to have been no inconfiderablc degree of morofenefs in his 
deportment: notwithftanding which, he is reprefented as behaving in a very kind and 
affable manner to his friends, and as being very pleafant in converfation with them, 
efpecially at his meals («). He would alio be free and communicative to any perions 
who defired to learn of him, but would be very angry with fcholars, if they did not 
readily comprehend his meaning [Z]. Open impiety and profanenefs were always op- 
pofed by him with great zeal and courage (w) [AA\ He was much dilTatisfied, as (no) id. ibid. 
appears from feveral paflages in his works, that his great learning had not procured Clarke** u^h 
him more encouragement, and he evidently thought that he had a juft claim to fome F * 7 " 
confiderable preferment (x). He was unqueitionably a man of very uncommon erudi- 
tion, but extremely deficient in tafte and judgment. He was alio of a tefty and choleric 
temper, had a high opinion of his own learning and abilities, was extremely dogma- 
tical, and treated thofe who differed from him in opinion with much rudenefs and four- 
rility [55] ; though fome allowance mult be made for the age in which he lived, in 
which that mode of writing was much more common among divines and fcholars than 
it is at prefent. From the general tenor of his life and of his works, and the opinion 
formed of him by thofe who were the beft acquainted with him, it feems equitable to 
conclude, that, with all his failings, he meant well 1 nor do we apprehend, that there 
is any fufficient ground for the extreme feverity with which his moral character has been 
lately treated [CC]. He tranflated the Prophetical Writings into Greek, and the Apo- 
calypfe into Hebrew (y). He was defirous of translating the whole New Teftament into 
Hebrew, which he thought would have contributed much to the converfion of the 
Jews, if he had met with proper encouragement. And he relates, that a learned Jew 
with whom he converted, once faid to him, c O that you would fet over all your New 
* Teftament into fuch Hebrew as you fpeak to me, you fhould turn all our nation (z). 7 

Mod of his works were collected together, and printed at London, in 1662, under 
the following tide : c The Works of the great Albionean Divine, renowned In many 
c Nations for rare Skill in Salems and Athens Tongues, and familiar Acquaintance with 
€ all Rabbinical Learning, Mr. Hugh Broughton.' This edition of his works, though 
bound in one large volume, folio, is divided into four tomes [DD], Dr. Lightfoot, 

who 


(z) Works, 

p. 721. 


[Z] If they did not readily comprehend his meaning.} 
Mr. Morton, afterwards Bilhop of Durham, ufed to 
relate, that ' he was with Mr. Broughton in Ger- 

* many, and was continually propofing fomething 

* or other to him to be refolved in : and when he un- 

* derftood not fometliing, that he uttered in his dif- 

* courfe for his refolution, Mr. Broughton would be 

* moved, and call him dull and unlearned ', and the 
c like terms : whereupon he took up this cuftom, 

* that, when he came to afk about any thing of him, 

* he would pleafantly fay to him, / pray you, what- 

* foe<ver Dolts and Dullards / am to he called, call me 

* fo before we begin, that your d if ccurfe, and mine atten- 
4 tion, be not interrupted : which Mr. Broughton took 

(50) Life of ' as pleafantly from him (50).' 

Bernard Gilpin, \ A A] Impiety and profanenefs were always oppofed 
P- S« ly fc; m with great zeal.] 4 He was once travelling 

* in England, and being in his inn, a Royfter, in 
f the next room to him, was fwearing moll horridly, 

* and at no meafure ; in goeth he boldly to him, 

* and, Who art thou, faith he, thou wretch, that 

* dareft thus to profane the name of the great God? and 
4 fome other like words, which he fet on with fo 

* great an awe and boldnefs, that the roarer became 

* calm, and took his caftigation, efpecially when he 

(51) Id. ibid. 4 underilood who he was, in very good part (51).' 

[BB] treated thofe who differed from him in opinion 
with much rudenefs and fcur rility.] Dr. Lightfoot 
fays, * His ityle of writing was curt, and fomething 

* harfh and o bleu re : for he defired to fpeak much in 
*, little ; and befides his natural genius inclining to 

* fuch a ftyle, it is likely, that his much converfing 

* with Judaick learning did fomething mould, and 
€ habituate him the more that way. His rehearfing 

* the fame things often over was occafioned by his 

* writing of his Treat if es in feveral places, and hav- 

* ing his difcourfes with feveral perfons, where the 

* fame things did always molt inevitably fall in. It 

* were to be wifhed, he had been more fparing of his 

* own praifes, and of biuernefs and invectives againft 


* others. But if it be impartially conf^dered, how 

* he was trampled under foo; by the Jiifhops, and 

* vilified by others upon their example, how he was 

* by them kept from preferment, toflcd up and down, 

* troubled, difgraced, and endangered, you may 
4 very well allow fome grains of tranfportment, and 

* liberty, for fo great a fcholar as he, fo abufed, to 
' fpeak out. Thofe that read his writings with de- 

* fire to profit, will pais by fuch things without of- 

* fence, and be fatisfied with his own acknowledg- 

* ment, that they were his infirmities, as he acknow- 

* ledged even upon his death-bed ; and withal 
4 protcfted then, and had done fo oft before, that 
4 they were rather (trained from him by provocation, 

4 th?n flowing from his own difpofition (52).' ( 52 ) Id. p. u, 

[CC] The extreme fe<verity with which his moral 
character has lately been treated.} In the Life of Ber- 
nard Gilpin, written by WLliam Gilpin, M. A. 
we have already taken notice of part of what this 
ingenious writer has advanced concerning Broughton ; 
but he alfo fays of him, that he 4 was indeed famous 

* in his time, and as a man of letters efteemed by 

f many, but in every other light defpicable (53).' (53^ Life of 
This is very ftrong and very harih language, and but B. Gilpin, p. 
little agrees with the representation given of Erough- l2l> 
ton by Dr, Lightfoot. And though that learned 
writer, from the fimilarity of his tafte and fludies to 
thofe of Broughton, may be fuppofed to have been 
fomewhat partial to him, yet it can hardly be ima- 
gined, that he would have fpoken of him in the very 
honourable manner that he has done, if he had fup- 
pofed his character in any confiderable degree to re- 
ferable that given by Mr. W. Gilpin. He lived 
much nearer the time of Broughton than that gen- 
tleman ; he had his information concerning him from 
thofe who were perfonally known to him (34) ; and Vtd. L : ght. 
mutt, therefore, be prefumed to have had better op- foot's Preface, 
portunities of being acquainted with his real character. 

[DD] This edition of his works, * is dinjidtd 

into four Tomes.] The fir ft Tome contains the Con- 

fent 
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: who was -himfelf a great matter of Hebrew and Rabbinical learning, fays, that in the 
writings of Broughton, c the ferious and impartial ftudent of them will find theft two 
1C things. Firft, as much light given in Scripture, efpecially in the difficulteft things 
c thereof, as is to be found in any one author whatfoever ; nay, it may be, in all au-> 
c thofs together. And, fecondly, a winning and enticing enforcement to read the 
c Scriptures with a ferioufnefs and fearching more than ordinary. Amongft thofe that 
c have ftudied his books, multitudes might be named, that have thereby grown profi- 
f ciehts fo far, as that they have attained to a moft fingular, and almoft incredible 
c fkill and readinefs, in his way, in the underftanding of the Bible, though otherwife 
c unlearned men. Nay fome iuch, that, by the mere excitation of his. books, have 
c fet to the "ftudy of the Hebrew tongue, and come to a very great meafure of know- 
c ledge in it; nay, a woman might be named that hath done it. This author's wrif- 
c ings do carry with them, I know not what, a kind of holy and happy fafcination, that 
c the ferious reader of them is won upon, by a fweet violence, to look in the Scripture 
c with all poflible fcrutinoufnefs, and cannot choofe. Let any one but fet to read him 
c in good earneft, and, if he find not, that he fees much more in Scripture, than ever 
K he could fee before, and that he is ftirred up to fearch much more narrowly into the 
€ Scripture, than ever he was before, he mifTeth of that, which was never miffed of be- 
c fore by any, that took that courfe, if multitude of experiences may have any credit (a). y 
It will juftly be thought in the prefent age, that Dr. Lightfoot formed too high an opi- 
nion of the value of Broughton's writings ; but in whatever eftimation they may now be 
held, the celebrity of Broughton in his own time, and his extraordinary learning, gave 
him a reafonable claim to ibme memorial in a work of this kind. An elegy, written 
upon Mr. Broughton's death, will be found in the notes [EE] ]. T. 
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fent of Scripture, in Englifh and in Latin, and 
feveral epiftles relative to that work. A tranflation 
of Daniel, with annotations, and teftimonies of Greek 
authors; in Englifh and Latin. 

The fecond Tome contains, A collection of Mifcel- 
lanies. A treatife of Melchifedech, with a difcourfe 
touching the- Greek tranflation. A tranflation of the 
Book of Job. A comment upon Ecclefiaftes. The 
Lamentations of Jeremiah tranflated and explained. 
The Genealogies of Jefus Chrift, with a vindication 
.of the Gofpel, in three tracts. An Expofition upon 
the Lord's Prayer. In a fhort epiftle addrefled to 
King James I., and prefixed to the laft, he fays, 

* For a Rabbin who wrote from Conftantinople, fe- 
' ven years ago, to be taught from England, I would 

* print it in Hebrew, if your Majefty will give me 

* leave to go to Germany, where my library yet is, 

* and fome works which our printers cannot fet forth, 
e for want of (kill (55) and letters. And I mbft 

* humbly crave leave to go thither, and to print for 

* truth of religion, all that my occafions fuffer, for 
« Englifh, Hebrew, and Greek (56).' This Tome 
alfo contains, a difcourfe concerning the Epiftle of 
Jude, and a Commentary on the Revelations. In 
the laft he has introduced the following obfervations 
on the meaning of the term Bijbop : * Much ftrife is 
1 for the Bifhop of Rome, and for others. The ma- 

* nifold fenfe of the term muft be opened, to end the 

* ftrife. In Job, EL, the Almighty God, is tranf- 

* lated Epifcopus. A looker to man's dealing. In 
€ the law Pakid, a man of charge, as Eleazar, or the 

* Bifhop of the army, is tranflated Epifcopus. Judas 

* hath Epifcopcn, as I mentioned before : therefore, 
€ the Apoftles were Epifcopi. In St. Paul, 1 Tim. 
9 the term Epifcopus is tranflated in Arabic Z,eken, a 

* fenior, and that is the right meaning Polycarpus, 
' the meftenger of the congregation of Smyrna, is in 

* Greek Epifcopus. And fo the great teachers, fo 

* Calvin was, and Beza in Geneva was Bifhop, or 
4 yet Archbifhop, though they took other names, as 

* High Pallor, is ufually the civil governor, and for 
■ Mofes that is ufed ; he was Meparnes to Ifrael 40 
4 years, that is Feeder. So Bifhop is a term, for 
4 lawful calling, and commendable, if learning and 
4 tender care of people be to it : Otherwife, Ananias 
4 fhall be excommunicated of St. Paul as a painted 
' wall (57).' 

The third Tome contains, an Epiftle to the learn- 
ed Nobility of England, concerning tranflating the 
Bible from the original. An advertifement of cor- 
ruption in ^ur handling Religion. A Require of 
Confent to the grounds of Divinity. A Collection of 
fundry Fragments and Mifcellanies ; in one of which 
Ainfworth is very roughly attacked. An Explica- 
tion of the article of Chrift's defcent to Hell. An 
Oration to the Geneveans on this fubjeft, in Greek 
and Englifh, with fome Epiftles, &c. 


The fourth Tome confifts of Epiftles to fundry 
perfons, in feveral languages, chiefly concerning the 
converfion of Jews to Chriftianity. Towards the 
clofe of this Tome is Mr. Broughton's funeral Ser- 
mon, in which the preacher, Mr. Speght, fays, 
4 Touching the fruit of his fowing, <uiz. his private 
' reading in the time, and with the approbation of 
6 that Reverend and learned Bifhop, Bilhop Aylmer ; 

* and of his public preaching in Chrift's-church, 
f in St. Peter's, and in my church ; how many are 

* there (yea fome alive) that may thank God daily, 
c that ever they knew and heard him ? For mine 

* own particular I confefs, and profefs fo much, and 

* fhall ever do fo whilft I breathe.* 

[EE] An elegy , written upon Mr. Broughton's 
death.] Mr. W. Gilpin has infer ted this elegy in his 
life of Bernard Gilpin, and feems, by his mode of 
expreflion, to have fuppofed that it was never printed 
before, or that it was not now to be met with. He 
fays, * The following elegy upon Mr. Broughton's 
1 death, written in the year 1612, I met with acct- 
4 dentally. The reader will not be difpleafed with 
4 it, as it is a very beautiful compofition, and ferves 
1 likewife to illuftrate Mr. Broughton's character; 

* for though meant as an encomium, it is rather a 
1 fatire upon him for employing himfelf in matters of 

* mere curiofity, in the moft trifling ftudies which 

* belonged to his profeflion (58).' We fhall make 
no remark on what is here faid relative to Brough- 
ton's ftudies, but fhall only obferve, that the elegy 
is printed at the end of the edition of his Works pub- 
lished in 1662, and to which we have frequently re- 
ferred. The elegy is as follows : 

' A comely dame in forrow's garments dreft, 

f Where chryftal-fliding Thames doth gently creep, 

* With her foft palm did beat her ivory breaft, 

* And rent her yellow locks : her rofy cheek 
' She in a flood of briny tears did fteep : 

* Rachel fhe feemed, old IfraePs beauteous wife, 
1 Mourning her fons, whofe fllver cord of life 

* Was cut by murd'rous Herod's fell and bloody 

* knife. 

e Between her lilly hands the virgin held 
' Two tcftaments ; the one defaced with ruft, 

* Vanquifht with time, and overgrown with eld, 

' All Rained with carelefs fpots, all foiled with 
' dull; 

* It feemed the fame the which Jehovah erft 

* With his celeftial finger did engrave, 

* And on the top of fmoaking Sinai gave 

* To him, whom Pharaoh's daughter found in wat?y 

* cave. 

* The other feemed frelh, and fairly clad 

* In velvet cover, filleted with gold ; 

' White bullions and crimfon ties it had : 
' Its pumie'd leaves were fecmly to behold: 

* That 
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• That fpotlefs lamb, which traitrous Judas fold, 

• With facred itain, frefh ifTuing from his fide, 

• Them gilt, when in Jerufalem he dyed, 

c For to redeem his deareft love, his beauteous bride. 

' Theology, for fo men called the maid, 

' Upon thefe volumes cafl: her melting eyes : 

" And who mall nowj quoth fhe, fince Brough- 

44 ton's dead, 
44 Find out the treafbre, which within you lies, 
" Shadowed in high ;md heavenly myiteries ? 
4 * Ah! who lnail now, quoth fhe, to others tell 
44 How earth's great anceftor, old Adam fell, 
*? Banilhed from flowery Eden, where he once did 
" dwell? 

" What meant that monftrous man, whom Babel's 
y King 

" Did in a troubled /lumber once behold, 
" Like' huge Goliah, flain by David's fling, 
44 Whofe dreadful head, and curled locks were 
V gold, 

44 With breafts and mighty arms of filver mould ; 
M Whofe fwelling belly and large fides were brafs, 
" Whofe legs were iron, feet of mingled mafs, 
** Of which one part was clay, the other iron was ? 

" What meant the lion, plumed in eagle's wings : 
" What meant the bear, that in his horrid jaw" 
4 * Three ribs of fome devoured carcafe brings : 
" What meant the leopard, which Bellhazzar faw, 
" With dreadful mouth and with a murdering paw ; 
y And what that all-devouring horned beaft 
44 With iran teeth, and with his horrid creft : 
" All this, and much befides, by Broughton was ex- 
" preft. 

€t Twas he that branched Mefllah's facred Hem 
4 * In curious knots, and traced his earthly race 
44 From princely Adam to the noble Sem, 
** So down to him that held Coniah's place, 
44 And from his fon to Mary full of grace, 
44 A heavenly maid, a blefled virgin-wife, 
44 Who highly favoured, gave the precious life, 
** The ranfom of a world from fin and Satan's flrife. 

44 'Twas he that graved the names of Jacob's fons 
44 In that myfterious plate on Aaron's breaft : 
44 Reuben in fardius, which as water runs ; 
" In topaz Simeon, bafer than the reft ; 
14 In emerald Levi, for his dodtrine bell; 
44 Judah in carbuncle, like heaven's bright eye ; 
€C And Iflachar in faphire's azure die ; 
44 In ruby Zabulon, which near the fea doth lie : 

4C Dan in the flowery hyacinth is cut ; 
44 In agat Napthali ; and warlike Gad 
44 In bloody amethyit : Amur is put 
44 In Cryfolite : the beryl Jofeph had; 
* 4 Young Benjamin, old Jacob's fvveetefl lad* 
44 The onyx each within his feveral ftone 
44 Our great Bezaleol carved, who now is gone 
44 To praife the lamb, and him who fits upon the 
" throne. 

44 Ye facred Mufes, that on Siloah fing, 
44 And in celeltial dew do dip your quill, 


44 The which your Phcebus, mighty Elohim, 
44 In filver-ltreaming channels doth diltill 
44 From top of Hermon, and of Sion hill, 
44 As you your great creator's praife rehearfe, 
44 Ah! lend one broken figh, one broken verfe, 
44 One doleful-tuned hymn to deck his fable hcarfe. 

44 And you, poor Jews, the iflue of old Sem, 
44 Who did in honey-flowing Canaan dwell, 
" And fvvayed the fceptre of Jerufalem, 
44 Until fome fnaky fury, fent from hell, 
44 Did you enrage with ipite and malice fell 
44 To put your lord to death— ah ! now repent 
44 For murdering that lord — ah ! now lament 
44 His death, who would have brought you into Ja- 
44 phet's tent. 

44 Ye learned clerks, that covet Adam's tongue, 
44 Long time prefervM in Heber's holy line, 
44 After th' emprize of that heav'n-fcaling throng, 
44 Which fought above the devv-fleep'd clouds td 
44 climb 

44 (Such hateful pride Was found in earthly flime) 
44 Do you lament this wondrous learned man, 
44 Who, tuneful as the filver-pinion'd fwan, 
44 Canaan's rich language in perfection fang. 

44 He knew the Greek, plenteous in words and 
44 fenfe, 

44 The Caldee wife, the Arabic profound, 
44 The Latin pleafing with its eloquence, 
44 The braving Spanifh with its lofty found, 
44 The T ufc an grave with many a laurel crown'd, 
44 The lifping French that fits a lady vain, 
44 The German, like the people, rough and plain, 
44 The Englifli full and rich, his native country's 
44 ftrain. 

44 Ah! Scottifh Ifhmaels, do not offer wrong 
44 Unto his quiet urn ; do not defame 
44 The filver found of that harmonious tongue : 
44 Peace, dirty mouths, be quieted by fhame, 
44 Nor vent your gall upon a dead man's name. 
44 O wake, ye well-winds ; come, ye fouth, and 
44 blow; 

44 With your myrrh-breathing mouths fweet odours 
44 throw 

44 Into the fcented air round Broughton's tomb be- 
t£ low.' 

4 This faid, the virgin vanifhed away. 
4 Meanwhile heaven put its darkefl mantle on ; 
4 The moon obfeured withheld her filver ray; 
4 No twinkling flar with chearful luflre Ihone, 
4 But fable night lowered from her ebon throne* 
* — Yet forrow ceafe ; tho' he's no longer ours, 
4 Still, ftill he lives in yon celeflial bowers, 
4 And reigns triumphant with a choir of heavenly 
4 powers.' 

This elegy was certainly written in honour of 
Broughton (59), and may be considered as a kind of 
prefumptive evidence, that he had not, as Mr. Gil- 
pin aflerts, ■ lived out all his credit.'] 


(59) Ic appeara 
to have been 
written by JV", 
Prim roes, 
Vid B rough ton's 
Works, p. 732. 


BROUNCKER, or BROUNKER (Sir William), Lord Vifcount of Caftle- 
Lyons, in Ireland, and the firft Prefidcnt of the Royal Society, was the fon of Sir 
William Brounker, Knt. [yf ], and born about the year 1620 (a). What place he was 
educated at, we cannot learn ; but he applied himfelf with fo much diligence and fuc- 
cefs to the lludy of the Mathematics, that he arrived to great perfection in that branch 
of ufeful knowledge. On the 23d of June, 1646, he was created Docftor of Phyfic at 
(h)nid, cd.56. Oxford (b). In April 1660, he fubferibed, among many others of the nobility and 
gentry, a Declaration, wherein General Monk was acknowledged the reftorer of the 
laws and privileges of thefe nations (<:). Before the forming of the Royal Society, he 


(c) Bifhop Ken. 
net's Regifler 
and Chronicle, 
&c. Lond. 1728, 

fo\. p. 120, 121, 

(*) There is no 
fuch perfon men- 
tioned by Sir W. 
Du^dale in his 
Baronage, Vol, 
ii. p. 307. 


[d] Was the fon of Sir William Brounker, Knt.] 
This Sir William (who was fon of Sir Henry Brounker, 
Prefident of Munfter in Ireland, by Anne his wife, 
filter of (*) Henry Lord Morley) was CommifTary- 
General of the Mufters in the expedition againft the 
Scots in 1639, and afterwards one of the Privy- 
chamber to King Charles I., and Vice-Chamberlain 
to Prince Charles. On the ift of November, 1642, 
he was created Dodlor of the Civil Law at Oxford ; 
and the 12th of September, 1645, made Vifcount 
of Caftie-Lyons in Ireland. He died in Wadham- 

VOL. II. 


college about the middle of November following, 
and was buried, the 20th of the fame month, in the 
cathedral of Chi ill- Church in Oxford. Winefride^ 
his widow, daughter of William Leigh, of Newen- 
ham in Warwickfhire, died the 20th of July, 1649, 
and was buried by her hufband. Many years after, a 
large marble Hone was laid over their graves, and in 
the wall near it was erected a fplendid monument of 
alabaiter, with their ftatues fitting, both leaning on 
a table that ftands between them (1). 


(a) Wood's ' 
Fafti, Vol.ii. 
edit. 1 72 1, col. 
25. 56. That 
he was born in 
1620, I gather 
from hence : 
becaufe, Mr. 
Wood tells us, 
he was 35 years^ 
old at the time 
of his father's 
deceafejin 1645, 
col. 25. 


was 


(1) Wood's 
Fafti, Vol. ii. 
edit. 172 1, col, 
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(d) BifhopKen- 

net 1 ? Regifter 
and Chronicle, 
6ft « Lond. 1728, 
fol. p. 868. 


f t) Publiihed In 
the Philofophi- 
cal Tran fac- 
tions, No. 
XXXIV. p. 
64; ; and in 
Lowthorp's A - 
bridgroent, Vol, 
a. p. 10, &c. 


{a) Wood, ubi 
frt r *> P. 433* 


(3) Wood, ubi 
fupra, col, 57. 


(*) Sir John 
Hawkins's Hift, 
ofMufic, Vol. 
jv. p, i8j. 


(5) Birch's Hift, 
of the Royal So- 
ciety, Vol, iv. 
p. 388. 


BROUNCKER. 

was one of thofe ingenious perfons, of which the affemblies that gave rife to it con- 
fided (d) ; and when it was incorporated by charter, in the fourteenth of King 
Charles Ih (<?)> he was nominated the firft Prefident of that illuftrious Society (f). In 
this ftation he continued about fifteen years [fi] 3 and was of great fervice,' as well as 
a confiderable ornament, to the Society, by his learning and experience. He enjoyed 
at the fame time the following places of honour and profit j namely, the office of Chan- 
cellor to Queen Catharine, and the keeping of her Great Seal : he was alfo one of the 
Commiflloners for executing the office of Lord High Admiral, and Mafter of St. Ca- 
tharine's Hofpital near the Tower of London. This laft he obtained in 168 1, after a 
long fuit at law, between him and Sir Robert Atkins, one of the Juftices of the Com- 
mon-Pleas, concerning the right of the fame (g). Though he was a learned and in- 
genious perfon, there are but thefe few things extant under his name, viz. e Experi- 
c ments of the recoiling of Guns (b) 1 ( An Algebraical Paper upon the Squaring of 
c the Hyberbola (/) t * ' Several Letters to Dr. James U flier, Archbifhop of Armagh,' 
printed at the end of that Primate's life, by Dr. R. Parr. He died at his houle in 
St. James's-ftreet, Weftminfter, April 5, 1684, aged fixty-four years ; and was buried 
the fourteenth of the fame month, in a little vault which he had caufed to be made in 
the middle of the choir, belonging to the hofpital of St. Catharine above mentioned (£). 
He was fucceeded in his honour by his younger brother Henry [C], 


(e) Anno 1662. 
See Bifliop 
Spratt's Hi ft. of 
the Royal So- 
ciety, 2d edit, 
p- 134. 


Cg) Wood, ubi 
Ju t ra>zo\ 56,57. 

(b) Publifhed in 
Dr. T. Spratt's 
Hift. of the 
Royal Society, 
Lond. 1702, 2d 
edit. p. 253, CaTr. 

(k) Wood, ubi 
fuprj, col. 57. 


f 6) Birch'* Hift. 
of the Royal So- 
ciety, Vol. i. 
p. 88. 221. 
Ibid. Vol. iii. 

f- 35^ 353. 


(7) Birch, ubi 
fufra, Vol, i. 
p. 17. 2 !• 


[B] In this ftation he continued about fifteen years .] 
And, as Bifliop Spratt obferves (2), * this office was 

* annually renewed to him by election, out of the 

* true judgment which the Society made of his great 

* abilities in all Natural, and efpecially Mathema- 

* tical Knowledge.' 

[C] By his younger brother Henry.] Who was cre- 
ated Dodor of Phyfic June 23, 1646 ; and dying 
about the 4th of January, 1687, was buried at Rich- 
mond in Surry, where there is a monument over his 
grave (3). M. 

%* [Befides the pieces mentioned above, as writ- 
ten by Lord Brouncker, he tranflated into Englifh 
the famous Defcartes's treafife, in titled, 1 MufiCae 

* Compendium.' This tranflation was publiftied, in 
1653, not with his Lordfhip's name, but as done 

* by a Perfon of Honour.' Lord Brouncker added 
animadverfions upon Defcartes's work, which mew 
that he was deeply (killed in the theory of the fcience 
of Mufic. Although he agrees with his author almofr 
throughout the book, he afTer ts, that the geometrical 
is to be preferred to the arithmetical divifion ; and 
with a view, as it is prefumed, to the farther im- 
provement of the Syftema Participator he propofes a 
divifion of the diapalbn by fixteen mean proportionals 
into feventeen equal femitones ; the method of which 
divifion is exhibited by him in an algebraic procefs, 
and alfo in logarithms. The Syftema Participator 
which is mentioned by Bontempi, con fitted in the 
divifion of the diapafon, or octave, into twelve equal 
femitones by eleven mean proportionals. Defcartes, 
we are informed, rejected this divifion for reafons 
which are far frorfl being fatisfactory (4). 

In the years 1657 and 1658, Lord Brouncker was 
engaged in a correspondence of letters on mathema- 
tical fubjects with Dr. John Wallis, who publiftied 
them in his Commercium Epiftolicum, printed at Ox- 
ford, in 1658, in quarto (5). 

When it is faid that Lord Brouncker was the firft 
Prefident of the Royal Society, the aflertion is to be 
underftood with fome limitation. He was, indeed, 
the firfl Prefident, if we confider the Society as com- 
mencing at the time of its being incorporated ; his 
Lordftiip having been appointed to that dignity by 
the royal charter, dated July 15, 1662, and by the 
fecond charter, which was granted on the 15th of 
April following : and he continued in this office, by 
annual election, tilt the 30th of November, 1677 
(6). But the Society, as is well known, fubfifted 
previoufly to its incorporation. The members, of 
whom it was originally compofed, held their firft 
meeting, for the purpofe of forming themfelves into 
a regular philofophical fociety, on the 28th of No- 
vember, 1660. In the next week (Dec, 5.), Sir 
Robert Moray brought word from the court, that the 
King had been acquainted with the defign of the 
meeting ; that he well approved of it ; and that he 
would be ready to give it encouragement. On the 
6th of March, 1660-61, Sir Robert was chofen Pre- 
fident of the Society, for a month only, as it ap- 
pears ; for, on the 10th of April, 1661, he was 
again elected for another month (7). In this office 
he, likewife, continued by fubfecjuent elections, 


(9) Ibid. P , 8 3| 
84* 

(10) I/id. p. %u 
86, 87. 


though the time of making them is not particularly 
mentioned. In a Latin letter, addrefled to Monf. de 
Montmor, Prefident of the Academy at Parts, and 
dated 22 Julii, 1661, Sir Robert Moray ftyled him- 
felf < Societatis ad Tempus Pn:fes (8).' From all ( 3 ) Uid - P- 35 
the circumftances we have been able to collect, Sir 
Robert feems to have been the fole Prefident of the 
Society, till it was incorporated, excepting for one 
month, from May 14th, 1662, to June the nth, 
during which time Dr. Wilkins pofTefTed that ho- 
nour (9). It is certain that Sir Robert Moray was 
again appointed to the office, when Dr. Wilkins's 
month was out, and that he continued in it till the 
charter took place (10). The above account will 
reconcile the apparent contradiction of our hiftorians, 
who, when they fpeak of the Royal Society, fome- 
times reprefent Sir Robert Moray, and fometimes 
Lord Brouncker, as having been the firft Prefident. 

Sir Robert Moray was defcended of an ancient and 
noble family in the Highlands of Scotland, and had 
his education partly in the Univerfity of St. Andrews, 
and partly in France. In this laft country he entered 
upon the military line, in the fervice of Lewis the 
Thirteenth, and became fuch a favourite with Car- 
dinal Richlieu, that few foreigners were held in 
equal efteem by that great flatefman (11). Accord- 
ing to Anthony Wood, Sir Robert Moray was Gene- 
ral of the Ordnance in Scotland, againft King Charles 
the Firft, when the Prefbytcrians of that Kingdom 
firft fet up and maintained their covenant (12). But 
if this be true, which we apprehend to be very doubt- 
ful, he certainly returned to France, and was raifed 
to the rank of Colonel, from which country he came 
over to England for recruits, at the time that King 
Charles was with the Scotch army at Newcaftle (13). 
Here he grew into much favour with his Majefty, 
and, about December, 1646, formed a defign for his 
efcape, which was to have been executed in the fol- 
lowing manner: Mr. William Moray, afterwards 
Earl of Dyfert, had provided a veffel near Tinmouth, 
and Sir Robert Moray was to have conducted the 
King thither in a difguife. The matter proceeded 
fo far, that his Majcfty put himfelf in the difguife, 
and went down the back-ftairs with Sir Robert. But 
apprehending that it was fcarcely poffible to pafs all 
the guards without being difcovcrcd, and judging it 
highly indecent to be taken in fuch a condition ^he 
changed his refolution, and returned back (14). 
Upon the reftoration of King Charles the Second, 
Sir Robert Moray was appointed a Privy-Counfellor 
for Scotland. Mr. ^ Wood fays, that, though Sir 
Robert was prefbyterianly affected, he had the Kind's 


(11} Atnense 

Oxonienfes, 
Vol. ii. col. 370. 
Burnet's Hi ft. of 
his own Time?; 
Vol. i. p . 8<?, 
81. 8vo edition, 

(12) Arhen. 
Oxon. ubijuj>ra m 

(13) Burnet, ubi 


(14) Birch, ubi 
fupra. Vol. iii, 
p. nj. 


ear as much as any other perfon (1 c). He was, un- 
doubtedly, in no fmall degree of efteem with his 
Majefty ; but this was probably more upon a philo- 
fophical than a political account ; for he was em- 
ployed by Charles the Second in his chymical pro- 
cefies, and was,' indeed, the conducter of his labo- 
ratory (16). When the defign was formed, in 1661, 
of reftoring Epifcopacy in Scotland, Sir Robert was 
one, among others, who was for delaying the making 
of any fuch change, till the King mould be better 
fatisfied concerning the inclinations of the nation (17), 
In the next yeary Sir Robert Moray was included in 

an 


(1$) Athen. 
Oxon, ubijuprt* 


(16) Burner,*** 
Jup a, p. 400, 


(17) ?M. 
p. 182, i3j. 


BROWN (Robert). 
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(t%) Burnet, ub't 
fupra, p. 205, 
p. 209—212. 

(19 ) JJ/V. p. 338 
—345. 


(ao)/A/W. p. 397. 
(21)/^. p. 345. 


(±i) Athen. 
Oxon, ubi fupra, 
Burnet, ubifu* 
pra, p. 80. 

(23) Athen. 
Or n. 

Birch ut fupra, 


Vol 


ill. p. 113. 


(24) Burnet^ ubl 
fupra j p. 81. 


(I) Camd, Bri- 
tan, in Lincoln- 
shire, 

(t) Collier's 
Great Historical 
Di&. Vol. i. 
article Broivnifis, 
Fuller, ut fupra. 


(|) Collier's 
Di£l. ut fupra. 
Ecclefiae Primi- 
tivae Notitiae, in 
the Index Hae- 
reticus, p. 16. 


(•) See the ar- 
ticle CART- 
WRIGHT 
(Thomas). 


an a&, patted in Scotland, which incapacitated cer- 
tain perfons from holding any place of trufl under 
the government. This aft, which was harried by the 
management of a faclion, and to which the Lord 
Commiffioner (the Earl of Middleton) gave the royal 
a (Tent, without acquainting his Majelty with the 
whole purport of it, was very difpleafing to the King, 
who, when it was delivered to him, declared, that 
it fhould never be opened by* him (18). In the year 
1667, Sir Robert Moray was confiderably entrufted 
in the management of public affairs in Scotland, and 
they were then conducted with much greater modera- 
tion than they had been for fome time before (19). 
It is a circumftance highly to his honour, that though 
the Earl of Lauderdale, at the in (ligation of Lady 
Dyfert, had ufed him very unworthily, yet that no- 
bleman had fuch an opinion of his virtue and can- 
dour, that, whilit he was in Scotland, in 1669, as 
his Majefly's High Commiffioner, he trufted all his 
concerns in the Englifh court to Sir Robert's care (zo). 
Sir Robert Moray had been formerly the chief friend 
and main fupport of the Earl of Lauderdale, and had 
always been his faithful advifer and reprover (21). 
Anthony Wood fays, that Sir Robert was a fingle 
man, and an abhorrer of women; but this is a great 
millake ; for he had married a filler of Lord Belcar- 
ras (22). He died fuddenly, in his pavilion, in the 
garden of Whitehall, on the 4th of July, 1673, and 
was interred, at the King's expence, in Weflminfler- 
Abbey, near the monument of Sir William Dave- 
nant (23). 

The merit of Sir Robert Moray* with regard to 
the Royal Society, was very eminent. Bifhop Bur- 
net afierts, that he was the firft former of the Society, 
and that, while he lived, he was the life and foul of 
that body (24). Me was undoubtedly one of the 
fir ft framers of it ; and he was uncommonly afliduous 
in promoting its valuable purpoles. In this view, 
we meet with his name in almoll every page of Dr. 
Birch's circum ftantial Hiftory of the Society ; in 
which, like wile, are infer ted fome of Sir Robert's 


papers (25). Another of his papers, concerning the (45) B j rc ^* 

mineral of Liege, is printed in the early part of the gjj^j^fe 

Philofophical Tranfadions (26). Befides Sir Robert y 0 j. i. p. 137. 

Moray's aids and communications, relative to the 169. 177. 399. 

fcientific views and experiments of the Royal Society, ( 2 6) J^.p.256, 

he was Angularly ufeful to it in other relpecls. He Vol. ii. p. 67. 
had a very confiderable fliare in obtaining its char- 
ters ; was deeply concerned in framing its Hatutes 

and regulations; and was indefatigably zealous in s t 

whatever regarded its interefts (27). In proof of the ^ W. Vol.i. 

Li r l i_ /v j • u- p. 50. 116. 241. 

whole of what we have aflerted concerning him, we 7. 

• 1 j . r - , ft. ii I 377' 39 1 * 4°3» 

might produce a variety of particulars, did we not 4.31. 

apprehend that the recital of them would juftly be Vol. ii. p. 131. 

deemed too minute and tedious. In both the char- 349- 37*« 

ters of the Royal Society, he is firft mentioned in the 

lift of the Council: he was always afterward chofen 

of the Council ; and his name fometimes occurs as 

Vice-Prefident (28). («*)««/. VoU. 


Sir Robert Moray's general character was excellent VoL 8 iii 2Z p" 


in the highefl degree. He was beloved and efteemed 
by men of every party and llation. His piety was 
fuch, that, in the midft of armies and courts, he 
fpent many hours of the day in the exercife of devo- 
tion. The equality of his temper could not be dis- 
turbed by any event : he was in practice a Stoic, 
with a ftrong tincture of one of the principles of that 
feci, the perfuafion of abfolute decrees. He had a 
moll diffufive love for mankind ; and whilft he de- 
lighted in every occafion of doing good, his benevo- 
lence was conducted with a difcretion equal to his 
zeal. In reproving the faults of young people, he 
had the plaineft, and yet the fofteft method of doing 
it that can be imagined. His comprehenfion was 
fupcrior to that of mofl men ; and in genius he re- 
fembled the illuflrious Peirefkius, as de fori bed by 
GafTendus. Once, when a falfe and malicious accu- 
fation was brought again ft Sir Robert Moray, which 
was aimed at his lire, he practi fed, upon the occa- 
fion, in a very eminent manner, his true Chriftian 
philofophy, without mewing fo much as a cloud in 
his whole behaviour (29).] K. 


51. 62. 


pi 41, 


BROWN (Robert), an Englifh Divine of the XVI th, and beginning of the 
XVIIth century, from whom the fed: of the Brownifts derived its name. He was de- 
fended of an ancient and worfhipful family, fays Fuller {a) (one whereof founded a 
fair hofpital in Stamford) (b), and was nearly allied to the Lord-Treafurer Cecil, He 
was the fon of Anthony Brown, of Tolthorp in Rutlandfhire, Efq; (*), (though born 
at Northampton, according to (f) Mr. Collier), and grandfon of Francis Brown, whom 
King Henry VIII., in the eighteenth year of his reign, privileged by charter to wear 
his cap in the prefence of himfelf, his heirs, or any of his nobles, and not to uncover 
but at his own pleafure 5 which charter was confirmed by aft of parliament. Robert 
Brown ftudied divinity at Cambridge, Fuller thinks in Corpus Chrilti College, but 
Mr. Collier (c) fays he was of Bennet, and was afterwards a fchoolmafter in South- 
wark (||). He was foon difcovered by Dr. Still, Mailer of Trinity College, to have 
fomewhat extraordinary in him that would prove a great difturbance to the Church. 
Brown foon verified what the Docftor foretold ; for he fell into Cartwright's opinions - 9 in 
which, however, having difcovered fome defeats, he refolved to refine upon his fcheme, 
and to produce fomething more perfeft of his own. Accordingly, about the year 
1580, he began to inveigh openly againft the difcipline and ceremonies of the Church 
of England, and foon Ihewed that he intended to go much farther than Cartwright had 
ever done (*)* In his difcourfes the Church Government was Antichriftian, her Sa- 
craments clogged with fuperftition ; the Liturgy had a mixture of Popery and Pagan- 
ifm in it ; and the Million of the Clergy was no better than that of Baal's Priefts in the 
Old Teftament. He firft preached at Norwich, in 1581, where the Dutch having a 
numerous congregation, many of them inclined to Anabaptifm ; and* therefore, they 
being the more difpofed to entertain any new refembling opinion, he made his firft 
efTay upon them ; and having made fome progrefs amongft them, and raifed himfelf a 
character for zeal and fanclity, he then began to infedt his own countrymen 3 for which 
purpole he called in the afliftance of one Richard Harrifon, a country fchoolmafter (d), 
and they formed Churches out of both nations, but moftly of the Englifh. He in- 
flru&ed his audience, that the Church of England was no true Church j that there was 
little of Chrift's inftitution in the public miniftrations, and that all good Chriftians 
were obliged to feparate from thofe impure aflemblies 5 that their only way was to join 
him and his difciples, among whom all was pure and unexceptionable, evidently in- 
fpired by the Spirit of God, and refined from all alloy and prophanation (*). Thefe 
difcourfes prevailed on the audience ; and his difciples, now called Bruwmfts, formed 
a fociety, and made a total defection from the Church, refufing to join any congrega- 
tion in any public office of woriliip. Brown being convened before Dr. Ereake, 

4 Bifhop 
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616 BROWN (Robert). 

Bifhop of Norwich, and other Ecclefiaftical Commiflioners, he not only maintained 
his iehifm, to juftify which he had alfo written a book, but he mi (behaved himfelf to 
the Court ; upon which he was committed to the cuftody of the Sheriff of Norwich : 
but his relation, the Lord-Treafurer Burghley, imputing his error and obftinacy to 
zeal, rather than malice, interceded to have him charitably perfuaded out of his opi- 
nions, and releafed. To this end, he wrote the following letter to the Bilhop of Nor- 
wich, which procured his enlargement [J]. After this, his Lordfhip ordered Brown 
up to London, and recommended him to Archbifhop Whitgift for his inftrudtion and 
counfel, in order to his amendment : but Brown left the kingdom, and fettled at Mid- 
dleburgh in Zealand, where he and his followers obtained leave of the States to worfbip 
God in their own way, and form a Church according to their own model, which was 
drawn in a book published by Brown at Middleburgh in 1582, and called A Treatifs 
of Reformation, without flaying for any Man, and of which we fh'all give an account here- 
after. What ftay Brown made at Middleburgh, is not precifely known ; but that he 
was in England in 1585, is very certain : for in that year he was cited to appear before 
Archbifhop Whitgift, to anfwer to certain matters contained in a book by him pub- 
lifhed ; but what this was, we are not informed. The Archbifhop, however, by force 
of reafoning, brought Brown at laft to a tolerable compliance with the Church of Eng- 
land ; and having difmiffed him, the Lord-Treafurer Burghley lent him to his father 
in the country, with a letter to recommend him to his favour and countenance. It is 
from this letter, which fee in note [/:'], that we have gathered this circumftance of his 
life. And from another letter of the Lord Treafurer's, in note [C], we alfo learn > 
that Brown's errors had funk fo deep in him, as not to be fo eafily rooted out as was 
imagined ; and that he foon relapfed into his former opinions and heterodoxies, and 
ftiewed himfelf lb incorrigible, that his good old father refolved to own him for his fon 
no longer than his fon owned the Church of England for his mother j and Brown chufing 
rather to part with his aged fire than his new fchifm, he was difcharged the family. 
When gentlenefs was found ineffedtual, feverity was next pra&ifed ; and Brown, after 


(*) Extant in 
Fuller's Church 
Hi ft. ut Jupra, 


[J] Wrote the following letter (*) to the Bipop cf 
Norwich, which procured his enlargement^ viz. 

1 FTER my very hearty recommendations to 

* your Lordfhip: Whereas I undcriland that one 

* Brown, a preacher, is by your Lordfhip, and others 
' of the ecclefiaitical commiflion, committed to the 

* cuftody of the Sherjff of Norfolk, where he remains 
' a prifoner, for fome matter of offence uttered by 

* him by way of preaching, wherein I perceive, by 

* fight of fome letters written by certain godly prcach- 
c ers in your Lord (hip's diocefe, he hath been dealt 

* with, and by them dilTuaded from that courfe he 

* hath taken : Forafmuch as he is my kinfman, if he 

* be fon to him whom I take him to be, and that 

* his error fcemeth to proceed of zeal rather than of 
f malice, I do therefore wifh he were charitably con- 

* fcrred with, and reformed ; which courfe I pray 

* your Lordfhip may be taken with him, either by 
f your Lordfhip, or fuch as your Lordfhip mall afiign 

* for that purpofe. • And in cafe there fhall not follow 

* thereof fuch fuccefs as may be to your liking, that 
4 then you would be content to permit hirn to repair 
1 hither to London, to be further dealt with as I 

* fhall take order for upon his coming ; for which 
' purpofe I have written a letter to the Sheriff, if 
4 your Lordfhip mail like thereof. And fo I bid your 
4 Lordfhip heartily farewel. From the court at 

* Wcftminfler, this 21ft of April, 1581. 

f Your Lordfhip's ever loving friend, 

■ W. B/ 

[i?] // is from this letter, which fee in note [2?]. ] 

* ^FTER my very hearty recommendations : Un- 

* derflanding that your fon Robert Brown had 

* been fent for up by my Lord Bifhop of Canterbury, 

* to anfo/er to fuch matters as he was to be charged 

* withal, contained in a book made by him, and pub- 

* lifhed in print (as it was thought) by his means, I 

* thought good, confidering he was your fon, and of 

* my blood, to fend unto my Lord of Canterbury in 
1 his behalf, that he might find what reafonable fa- 

* vour he could fhew him ; before whom I perceive 

* he hath anfwered in fome good fort ; and although 

* I think he will not deny the making of the book, 

* yet by no means will he confefs to be acquainted 

* with the printing of it. He hath befides yielded 

* unto his Lordfhip fuch further contentment, as he 


c is contented (the rather at my motion) to difcharge 
' him ; and therefore for that he purpofeth to repair 

* to you, I have thought good to accompany him 

* with thefe my letters, and to pray you for this 

* caufe, or any his former dealings, not to withdraw 
' from him your fatherly love and affection, not 

* doubting but with time he will be fully recovered, 
4 and withdraw from the reliques of fome fond opi- 
' nions of his, which will be the better done, if he 

* be dealt withal in fome kind and temperate man- 

* ner. And fo I bid you heartily farewel. From 

* my houfe near the Savoy, this eighth of October, 

' *s 8 s- 

* Your loving friend and coufin, 

■ WILLIAM BURGHLEY.* 

Mr Collier places this circumftance of the Lord 
Treafurer's fending Brown home to his father, with 
his letter of recommendation, immediately after his 
being releafed from his confinement at Norwich, in 
the year 1581 ; and both he and Fuller feem to be 
miftaken in another circumftance alfo ; for they fay, 
that Brown went fir ft to Zealand before he began 
preaching at Norwich : if this be true, he muft have 
been twice abroad ; for it is certain he was there in 
1582, when he publifhed the book above mentioned 
at Middleburgh. It feems, however, more probable 
that he did not go there at all till 1581, after he had 
been releafed from his confinement at Norwich. 

[C] Another letter of the Lord Treafurer* s.~\ 

1 ^FTER my very hearty commendations ; Iper- 

* ceive by your letters, that you have little or no 
c hopes of your fon's conformity, as you had when 

* you received him into your houfe ; and therefore 

* you feem defirous that you might have liberty to 
' remove him further off from you, as either to 

* Stamford, or fome other place, which I know no 
' caufe but you may very well and lawfully do, where 

* I wifh he might better be perfuaded to conform 
f himfelf for his own good, and your's and his 

* friends comfort. And fo I very heartily bid you 

* farewel. From the Court, this 17th of February, 

* * Your very loving friend and coufin, 

« WILLIAM BURGHLEY/ 
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wandering up and down, and ensuring great hardftiips, at length went to live at North- 
ampton, where, induftrioufly labouring to promote his fed:, Lindfell, Bifhop of Peter- 
borough, fent him a citation to come before him, which Brown refufed to obey ; for 
which contempt he was excommunicated (f). This it was which proved the means of (f) Co\\\tr\ 
his reformation j for he was fo deeply affefted with the folemnity of this cenfufe, that voVu; V jHi 
he made his fubmiflion, moved for abfolution, and received it ; and from that time 
continued in the communion of the Church, though it was not in his power to dole 
the chafm, or heal the wound he had made in it [£)]. It was towards the year 1590 
that Brown renounced his principles of feparation, and was foon after preferred to the 
Reftory of a church in Northamptonfhire (g). Fuller does not believe that Brown ever (g) Collier, ui 
formally recanted his opinions, either by word or writing, as to the main points of his J*f ram 
dodtrine ; but that his promife of a general compliance with the Church of England; 
improved by the countenance of his patron and kinfman, the Earl of Exeter, prevailed 
upon the Archbifhop, and procured this extraordinary favour for him. He adds, that 
Brown allowed a falary for one to difcharge his cure ; and though he oppofed his pari- 
fhioners in judgment, yet agreed in taking their tythes Brown was a man of good (h) Fuller's ch, 

parts and fome learning, but was of a nature imperious and uncontroulable 1 and fo far " ^ 8 B " 1X * 
from the Sabbatarian ltrictnefs afterwards efpoufed by fome of his followers, that he 
rather feemed a libertine therein* In a word, fays our author (/), he had a wife with fU Fuller, ubi 
whom he never lived, and a church in which he never preached, though he received ^ ra% 
the profits thereof: and as all the other fcenes of his life were ftormy and turbulent, 
fo was his end : for the conftable of his parifli requiring, fomev/hat roughly, the pay- 
ment of certain rates, his pafllon moved him to blows, of which the conftable com- 
plaining to Juftice St. John, he rather inclined to pity than punifh him 5 but Brown, 
at fair words alio difgufted, behaved with fo much infolence, that he was fent to 
Northampton gaol on a feather-bed in a cart, being very infirm, and aged above eighty 
years, where he foon after fickened and died, anno 1630 (£), after boafting, that he had ({) Heyiyn** 
been committed to thirty-two prifons^ in fome of which he could not fee his hand at noon-day. Biuio^.^scHp- 
This was the life and tragical end of the famous fchifmatic Robert Brown, whofe tar. E ^ c ^ An - 
writings, and thofe of other authors, both for and againft Brownifm, come next under f^Jer ™ cTcoU 
our confideration [£] ; as alfo the particular tenets of the Brownifts, their progrefs and licr > ut f u i> r ** 
end, which we fhall take a view of in- note [F]. 


fi) Life of Sir 
Walter Ralegh, 
by Mr.Oia>s, 
p. 63. 


(i)TownflientT9 
Hiftor. Collect. 
f>. 76. 

Dewes's Journal, 

foi, 517. 

Lifeof Sir Wal- 
ter Ralegh, by 
Mr.01dys,p.6^. 
Happy Future 
State of Eng- 
hnJ, fol. 2S0. 


[2)] // was not in his power to heal the wound he had 
made in the Church,] The revolt of Brown was far 
from being followed with the diflblution of the feci. 
On the contrary, it daily increafed ; infomuch, that, 
in 1592, Sir Walter Ralegh, in a fpeech which he 
delivered in the Houfe of Commons, computes no 
lefs than twenty thoufand followers of it. This fpeech 
was made upon occafion of a fcheme which was then 
on foot, for tranfporting all the Brownifts ; and which 
actually produced a bill in parliament for explaining 
a branch in an aft to retain the Queers fubjecls in due 
obedience. But before the bill was committed, many 
fpeeches pa/Ted in the houfe, through the many im- 
perfections in the preamble and body of the faid bill ; 
for it pretended a punifliment only of the Brownifts 
and other fe claries \ but, alleging nothing againft 
them in particular, contained fome en fn a ring claufes 
that might comprehend more innocent perfons (1). 
As the fpeeches before Sir Walter Ralegh's, on this 
occafion, are not rehearfed, we can only guefs at 
them by what is preferved of his ; who faid, * In 

* my conceit, the Brownifts 

* out of a commonwealth ; 
' grow to ourfelves if this 

* confidered : For it is to 

* guilty will be included in 

* that taketh life, and fendethinto banifhment, where 

* men's intentions mall be judged by a jury, and 

* they mall be judges what another means. But that 

* law which is againft a fail, is but juft, and punifh 

* the facl as feverely as you will. If two or three 

* thoufand Brownifts meet at fea, at whofe charge 

* mail they be tranfported, or whither will you fend 

* them ? I am forry for it, but I am afraid there are 

* near twenty thoufand of them in England ; and 

* when they are gone, who fhall maintain their wives 

* and children (2) ?' A committee was therefore ap- 
pointed to revife and correct this bill ; among whom 
Sir Walter Ralegh was the foremoft named ; who, 
after many alterations and debates, moved it might 
be read to the houfe for their approbation ; and, after 
many arguments and conferences, being read the 
third time, as were alfo the additions and amend- 
ments, it parted, upon the queftion. Accordingly 

Vol. II. 


are worthy to be rooted 
; but what danger may 
law pafs, were fit to be 
be feared, that men not 
it : and that law is hard 


the laws were executed with great fe verity on the 
Brownifts ; their books were prohibited by the Queen's 
orders, and their perfons imprifoned, and many of 
them hanged (3). The ecclefiaftical commiflion, and 
the Star-Chamber^ in fine, diftrefled them to fuch a 
degree, that they refolved to quit their country. 
Accordingly many families retired to Holland, and fet- 
tled at Amfterdam, where they formed a Church (*). 

[E] Whofe writings, and thofe of other authors, both 
for and againft Brownifm , come next Under our confe- 
deration.} The writings and controverfies which the 
feparation of the Brownifts occafioned, are many. 
The chief of Brown's own works is a fmall thin 
quarto, which contains the model and feeds of Brown- 
ifm, in three pieces, printed at Middleburgh in 1582. 
The title of the nrft is, A Treat ife of Reformation 
without tarrying for any, and of the wickednefs of thofe 
preachers which will not reform themf elves and their 
charge, becaufe they will tarry till the Magifirate com- 
mand and compel them* Byrne, Robert Brown. The 
drift of this piece is to fpirit up the people to fepa- 
rate themfelves from the Church, and follow him ; 
and alfo to exclude the Civil Magiftrate from having 
any authority over ecclefiaftical perfons or affairs, — 
The fecond piece is, A Treatife upon the twenty -third 
chapter of St, Matthew , both for an order of fludyi?ig 
and handling the Scriptures , and alfo for avoiding the 
Popijh d if orders, and ungodly communion of all falfe 
Chrifiians, and efpecially of wicked preachers and hire- 
lings. In this piece he exclaims againft the abufe of 
Tongues in preaching, that is, againft the ufe of 
Hebrew, Greek, or Latin, in fermons ; alfo againft 
the ufe of Logic and Rhetoric, Tropes, Figures, cifc. ; 
againft diforderly preaching at Paul's Crofs in Lon- 
don, or before the Queen, the Bifhops, or Noble- 
men ; and againft Parifh Preachers and hired Lec- 
turers.— The title of the third piece is, A Book which 
fheweth the life and manners of all true Chriftians, and 
how unlike they are unto Turks and Papifts, and He a* 
then folk, Alfo the points and parts of all Divinity, 
that ts 1 of the revealed will and word of God, are de- 
clared by their fever al definitions and divifeons following. 
Every page is divided into columns, thus ; 


(3) Fuller's Ch. 
Hi a. B. ix. 

p. 167. 

Stow's Chronica 
p. 697. 

(*) See note 
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The State of Chriftians. 


. Wherefore are we called 
the People of God, and 
Chriftians ? 

Becaufe that, by a 
willing Covenant made 
with our God, we are 
under the government 
of God and (Thrift, and 
thereby lead a godly and 
ChrifUan life. 


2. Kow fhould we lead a 
godly and ChrifUan life ? 

By knowing God, and 
the duties of Godlinefs ; 
and by keeping thofe 
duties. 


The State of Heathens. 

. Wherefore are the Hea- 
then forfaken of God, 
and be the curfed People 
of the world ? 

Becaufe they forfake 
or refufe the Lord's 
Covenant and govern- 
ment ; and therefore 
they lead an ungodly 
and worldly life. 


i Kow do the Heathen 
lead an ungodly and 
worldly life ? 

By ignorance of God, 
and deceiving them- 
felves ; and by finping 
and faulting to their 
own deftruction. 


This is a very curious and well-written piece : the 
firft column, containing the State of Chriftians, is 
orthodox, and a pretty fyftem of Divinity, (hewing 
the feveral points of the Chriftian faith, and the fe- 
veral duties and offices of Religion. The Definitions 
in the third column are very clear and expreflive : but 
the fecond column, containing the Heathen State, 
and alio the Antichriftian State, as it is afterwards 
called, is entirely levelled againft the Church, as to 
its difcipline and form of government, which it re- 
viles in bitter terms, and, at the fame time, defends 
the feparation of the Brownifts. Some part of it is 
alfo called the Jewifh State ; and the whole contains 
1 8 c, queries, and anfwers. 

In the year 1596 was publifhed another piece in 
defence of the Brownifts, under the title of A true 
Confejfton of the Faith, and humble acknowledgment of 
the allegiance which we, her Majefty's fubjecls, falfely 
called Brownifts, do hold towards God, and yield to her 
Majefty, and all other that are over us in the Lord. Set 
down in articles or pcfttions, for the better and more eafy 
under/landing of thofe that Jhall read it ; and publiftjed 
for the clearing ourfelves from thofe unchriftian fanders 
ef Herefy, Schifm, Pride, Objlinacy, Difoyalty, Sedi- 
tion, Sec. which by our adverfaries are in all places 
given out againjl us. The preface to this piece is full 
of complaints of the fevere ufage to the Brownifts ; 
and the Confeflion of Faith itfelf is no other than 
that of every Proteftant : but what regards the Church, 
agrees only with the principles of their feparation, 
laid down from numberlefs texts of Scripture. In 
the laft page of this work, which is a thin octavo 
pamphlet, we have an account of their opinion con- 
cerning the Lord's Prayer, in thefe words : * Finally, 

* whereas we are much flandered, as if we denied or 

* mifliked that form of prayer commonly called the 
4 Lord's Prayer, we thought it needful here alfo con- 
€ cerning it to make known, that we believe and 

* acknowledge it to be a moft abfolute and moft ex- 

* cellent form of prayer, fuch as no men or angels 

* can fet down the like ; and that it was taught and 

* appointed by our Lord Jefus Chrift, not that we 

* fhould be tied to the ufe of thofe very words, but 
€ that we mould, according to that rule, make all 

* our requefts and thankfgivings unto God ; foraf- 

* much as it is a perfect form and pattern, con tain - 

* ing in it plain and fufheient directions for prayer 

* upon all occafions and neceflities that have been, 

* are, or mall be, to the Church of God, or any 

* member thereof, to the end of the world.' This 
opinion they ground upon the following paftages of 
the New Teftament, among many others : Matth. vi. 
9. After this manner therefore pray ye : Our Father 
which, &c. Luke xi. I, 2. One of his d ifc i pies faid 
unto him, Lord, teach us to pray, as John alfo taught 
his difciples. And he faid unto them, when ye pray, 

(5) True Con- f a y> Our Father, Sec. (5). There was alfo a Con- 


feflion of the 
Faith of the 
Brownifts, ar- 
ticle 45. 


Di-vifions: 

Chriftians which fliould 
lead a godly life, by 
knowing God, and the 
duties of Godlinefs. 


By keeping thofe duties* 


feflion of the Faith of the Brownifts publifhed in the 
year 1602, by the learned Mr. Ainfworth and Mr. 
Johnfon. There was likewife an Apology for the 
Brownifts publilhed by Mr. Robinfon, one of their 
Minifters. 


Definitions. 

1. Chriftians are a com- 
pany or number of be- 
lievers, which, by a 
willing Covenant made 
with their God, are un- 
der the Government of 
God and Chrift, and 
keep his Laws in one 
Holy Communion : Be- 
caufe they are redeemed 
by Chrift unto holinefs 
and happinefs for ever, 
for which they were 
fallen by the fin of 
Adam. 

2. The knowledge of God 
and Godlinefs is a right 
and ftedfaft judgment 
in his Godhead and moft 
blefled ftate ; and of 
his whole will in his 
word, Cifr. 


In the year 161 2 appeared a very fevere piece 
againlt the Brownifts, called, The profane Schifm of the 
Brownifts, or Separatifts ; with the impiety , diffenfans * 
lewd and abominable wees, of that impure fed ; di (co- 
vered by four of their members, lately returned from 
the company of Mr. Johnfon into the bofom of the 
Church of England. Tf this be a true picture of the 
Brownifts, they muft have been a very profligate fet 
of people. There were fome very learned men, who 
took great pains to confute the Brownifts. Dr. Tlall, 
Biftiop of Exeter, wrota with great ftrength of rcafon 
againft them, in a piece called, A common Apology 
for the Church of England, againft the unjuft challenges 
of the O'ver-juft feel, commonly called Brownifts, wherein 
the grounds and differences of the feparation are largely 
difcujfed. The famous and learned Dr. John Rainolds 
wrote A Defence of the Englijh Liturgy againft^ Robert 
Brown's fchifmatical book, 6cc. Dr. Fulke alio wrote 
very learnedly againft the Brownifts; as did Mr. 
Dayrel ; Bredwell, in his Detection of Glover tbt 
Brownift ; Giffard'j Treatife of Englijh Donatifts, and 
his Reply to Barrow and Greenwood, Sec. 

\F \ The particular tenets of the Brownifts, their pra- 
grefs and aid, we Jhall take a view of in the note.] In 
the year 1 599, there was a long controverfy carried 
on, in print, between Francis Johnfon, a Brownift, 
and H. Jacob, about fome of the tenets of the Brown- 
ifts. The whole of this was publifhed together at 
Middleburgh, the fame year, in a fmall quarto 
pamphlet, confiding of 91 pages, under the title of 
A Defence of the Churches and Miniftery of England* 
againft the rcafons and objections of Maifter Francis 
Johnfon, and others of the feparation commonly called 
Brownifts. In two treatifes. Publijhed ejpecially fcr 
the benefit of thofe in thefe parts of the Low Countries. 
In one of thefe treatifes is a recapitulation of all the 
chief objections raifed by the Brownifts againft the 
Church of England ; from which we may gather a 
much more complete account of the tenets and doc- 
trines of this famous feet, than from any thing elfe 
ever publifhed concerning it; and it is truly authen- 
tic, becaufe written by a Brownift, then one of the 
leaders of that feet. We fhall, therefore, give it a 
place here, not for the fame renfon for which the 
author publifhed it, which was to lhew the black con- 
ftitution of the Church, as he terms it, and the anti- 
chriftian enormities ftill remaining and practifed there- 
in ; but to give the reader, at one view, the whole 
fyftem of Brownifm, many particulars of which, but 
for this recapitulation, might have remained un- 
known, and feem indeed to have been fo to all thofe 
who have hitherto written concerning this feci. - It 
will, therefore, be the more acceptable to the reader; 
fince it is no-where extant, that we know of, but in 
the piece in which it was originally publifhed, and 
which perhaps few, if any, of our readers, may at 
this time meet with. It is called 

* Antichriftian Abominations yet reteyned in England/ 

I. The confufton of all forts of people in the body 
of their (the Englijh) Church ; even the moft polluted, 
and their feed, being members thereof It then enu- 
merates 
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(6) Stmip. or 
Stubbs's Reli- 
gion of ihe HuU 
landers, 

AlCxanderRofs's 
View or all Re- 
ligions. 


tnerates all the Officers and Minifters of the Church, 
from the Archbifhop down even to tli# Sexton and 
Organ-blower, all of them of the antichriitian and 
viperous generation, z. Their mini]} rat ion of the Word \ 
Sacraments, and Government of the Churchy by virtue 
of the offcers aforefaid. The Brownills held that the 
evil lite of the Miniller took away the efficacy of 
the Sacraments. The titles of Primate, Metropolitan, 
Lords, Grace, Lord/hip, Sec. afcribed to the Prelates. 
3. The inferior Prelates /wearing obedience to the Me- 
trcpolitical Sees of Canterbury and York. 4. The in- 
ferior Minijlers, when they enter into the minificry, 
frcmijing obedience to the Prelates, and their ordinances ; 
and when they are indutled to benefices, confirming it 
with their oath. 5. The Deacon" s and PriejV s prejen- 
t at ion to a Lord Bijhop, by an Archdeacon, b. Their re- 
ceiving cf orders of the Prelates, or their fuffragans. 
7. Their Pontifical, or book of confecrating Bijbops , and 
cf ordering Prtefls and Deacons, taken out of the Pope's 
Pontifical, vuhere their abufe of Scripture to that end, 
their Collecls, Epi files, Sec. may be feen. 8. Their 
making, and being made, Priefis, with blafphemy ; the 
Prelates faying to whom they make Priefis, Receive ye 
the Holy Ghoft, whofe fins ye forgive, they are for- 
given, &c. 9. Their confounding of Civil and Eccle- 
fiafiical ofiices and authorities in ecchfiafiical perjons. 
IO. Their retaining and ufing in their public worjhip the 
apocryphal books, which have in them divers errors, un- 
tfuths, blafphemies, and contradiction to the Canonical 
Scriptures. 11. Their ftinted Prayers and Liturgy, 
taken out of the Pope's Mafs-book, with the fame order 
of Pjahns, Lejjons, Collecls, Pater-Nofiers , Epifiles, 
Goftels, Vcrficles, Refponds, Sec. The Brownills^ in 
general, rejected all let forms of prayer, and held that 
the Lord's Prayer ought not to be uled as a prayer, in 
its prefent form of words, being only intended as a 
model whereon our extempore prayers are to be form- 
ed (6). 12. The Cr of s in Baptifm. 13. The Hallow- 
ed Font, quefiions to the Infants at Baptifm. 14- The 
Godfathers and Godmothers prcmifing that the child doth 
believe, forfake the Devil and all his works, Sec. 1$. 
Women s baptifing of children ; which maintaineth 


ufed on the Monday, Tuefday, and WcdnefJay ; and 
the fourth upon the day when the parilh make their 
proceflion. 24. Their forbidding of Marriage in Gang- 
week, in Advent, in Lent, and on all the Ember- 
days ; vohich the Apofile cnlleth a DocTj-ine of Devils, 
I Tim. iv. I, 2, 3. 25. Their Saints, Angels, and 
Apofile s days, vjith their prffcript fervice. 26. Their 
Fafis, and abfiaining from fic/h, on their Eves, on Fri- 
days, Saturdays, Ember-days, and all Lent through. 
27. Their difpenfations from the Prelates Courts of Fa- 
culties to eat flcjh at thefe times ; vohich difpenfations alfo 
have this voholefome claufe in them, fana confcientia, 
that is, with a fafe conlcience ; plainly JJoewing that 
they make it a matter of conjeience. This is another 
Doclrine of Devils, noted in the Scripture before alleged, 
I Tim. iv. 28. Their difpenfations in like manner to 
marry in the times among the forbidden, which are noted 
before. 29. Licences from the Jame authority to marry 
in places exempt. 30. DtJ pen fat ions alfo from thence for 
boys and ignorant fools to have benefices. 31. Dijpen- 
fations aljo for non-refidents. 32. For having two, 
three, four, or mere benefices, even tot, quot, that is 
to fay, as many as a man voill have and can get. 33. 
Tolerations. 34. Patronages of, and prejentations to, 
benefices, with buying and jelling of advovofons. 35. 
Their infii tut ions into benefices by the Prelates, their in* 
duclions, proxies, Sec. 36. Their Sufpenfations, Ab- 
foluticns, Degradations, Deprivations, Sec. 37. The 
Prelate* s, Chancellor' 's , and CommiJJaric " s Courts, hav- 
ing povoer to excommunicate alone, and to abfolve. 38. 
Their Penance in a vohite jheet. 39. Their Commut ac- 
tion of Penance, and abjolving one man for another. 
40. The Prelate } s Confirmation, or Bijhojping of Chil- 
dren, to afifure them of Gcd's favour, by a fign of man's 
devifing. 41. The fianding at the Gofpel. 42. The 
putting off the cap, and making a leg when the voord 
J ejus is read. 43. The ring of peals at burials. They 
objected againlt bells, becaule they pretended they 
were confecrated to the fervice of idolatry (8). 44. 
Bead-men at burials, and hired ?nourncrs in mourning 
apparel. 4^. The hanging and mourning of churches ^ luboS 
and hearfes voith black, at burials. 46. Their ab- 


(S) Rclicinn of 
the Hollanders, 


that herejy, that the children are damned vohich die folving the dead, dying excommunicate, before they can 


unbaptized. They would not allow any children to 
be baptized whofe parents were not members of the 
Church, or of fuch as did not take fufHcient care of 
the education of thofe formerly baptized. 16. Their 
hovof cling of the Sick, and mini firing the Communion to 
cne alone. 17. The minifiring it, not voith the voords 
cf Chrifi y s infiitution, but voith others taken out of the 
Pope's Portuis. 18. They fell that Sacrament for two- 
pence to all corners. 19. The receiving of it kneeling, 
vohich maketh it an idol, and 'nourijheth that herefy of 
receiving their Maker, of voorjhipping it, Sec. The 
reafon of our kneeling at the Sacrament is explained 
in the Rubric at the end of the Communion Service, 
for which purpofe it was inferted there in the reign of 
Edward VI. 20. Their Ring in Marriage, making it 
ft facramental fign, and Marriage an ecclefiajlical action ; 
thereby nourijhing the Popijh herefy, that Matrimony is a 
Sacrament. They looked upon matrimony as a poli- 
tical contract; and therefore faid, that the confirma 


have, as they fay, Chrifiian burial. 47. The idol 
temples. 48. The Popijh vefiments, as Rochet, homed 
Cap, Tippet, the Surplice in Parifl? Churches, and Cope 
hi Cathedral Churches. 49. The Vifitations of the Lord 
Bijhops, and Archdeacons. 50. The Prelates lordly do- 
minion, revenues, and retinue. 5 i . The Priefis main- 
tenance by tythes, Chrifimas offerings, Sec. 52. The 
oathes ex oflicio in their Ecclefiajlical Courts, making 
men fvoear to accuj'e themf elves. 53. The Churchwar- 
den } s oath to prejent to the Prelates all the offences, 
faults, and defaults, committed in their parijhes againfi 
their articles and injunctions. 54. The Prelates ruling 
of the Church by the Pope's curfed Canon Law. 55. 
Finally, their imprijoning^ and banijhing, fuch as re- 
nounce and refufe to witnejs theje abominations aforefaid, 
and the refi yet retained among them. — They might well 
find fault with the Church for this lafl article, fince 
they had fmarted fo feverely under it. 

From the fame curious piece, we alfo learn the 


tion of it ought to come from the Civil Magiltrate ; texts of Scripture upon which they grounded their 


and hence they condemned the folemn celebration of 
marriages in the Church. 21. Their praying over the 
dead, making it aljo a part of the Minifiers duty, and 
nourijhing the herejy of prayer for the dead. 22. Their 
churching or purijying of voomen, then aljo abitjing that 
Scripture, The bun fhall not burn them by day, nor 
the Moon by night. 23. Their Gang-week (*), and 
nines a walking p ra ying then over the corn and grafs. At the time of 
an/waf^artTci the Reformation, when proceflions, which made a 
Jnly^apphed 'to* pa** t of the folemnities at this feafon, v/ere abolifhed, 
this week, from by reafon of the abufe of them, yet, for retaining the 
the cuftom ob- perambulation of the circuits of parijhes, it was en- 
joined (7), 4 that the people fhould once a year, at 

* the accuflomed time, with the Miniller and fub- 
< flantial men of the parifh, walk round the parifh 
f as ufual, and at their return to church make the 
f common prayers ; provided that the Miniller, 
f certain convenient places, fhall admonifh the people 
■ to give thanks to God for the increafe and abun- 

* dance of the fruits of the earth, repeating the 103d 
' Pfalm ; at which time alfo the Miniller mall incul- 

* cate this and fuch like fentences, Curfed be he that 
{ remeveth his neighbour's land-mark. 1 No fuch prayers, 
indeed, have been fin ce appointed : but there is an 

(7) Iniunft. Homily, divided into four parts; the three firft to be 
£1*2. 18, 19. 


(•) Gang- Week 
is what we call 
Rogacion- 
Weck. The 
word E-mg is 
Saxon, and fig 


ferved at that 
time, of walking 
the hounds of a 
parifh, ftill in 
ule amongft us, 
under the name 
of Proceflioning. 
H^nce alfo the 
Gang flower, or 
Rogation flow- 
er, i, c. Flos 
AmbulatQrius, fo 
called, becaufe 
it flowers about 
this time. 


reafons of feparation. They are thefe : 

Gen. vi. 2. Then the fons of God faw the daugh- 
ters of men. Levit. xx. 22, 26. Ye fhall therefore 
keep all my ilatutes, and all my judgments, and do 
them ; that the land whither / bring you to dwell there- 
in, fpue you not out. And ye fhall be holy unto 

me, for I the Lord am holy, and have fevered you 
from other people, that ye fhould be mine. Ezra vi. 
21. And the children of Ifrael which were come again 
out of captivity, and all fuch as had feparated them- 
felves unto them from the filthinefs of the Heathen cf 
the land, to feek the Lord God of Ifrael, did eat. — 
Ij'a. Hi. 1 1 . Depart ye, depart ye, go ye out from 
thence, touch no unclean thing, go ye out of the midit 
of her ; be ye clean that bear the vefiels of the Lord. — 
Jer. 1. 8. Remove out of the midft of Babylon, and 
go forth out of the land of the Chaldeans, and be as 
clean as the he-goats before the flocks. — Jer. li. 6, 
45. Flee out of the midft of Babylon, and deliver 
every man his foul ; beye not cut off in her iniquity ; 
for this is the time of the Lord's vengeance; he will 

render unto her a recompence. My people, go ye 

out of the midll of her, and deliver ye every man his 
foul from the fierce anger of the Lord. - Hoj'ea iv. 15. 
Though thou Ifrael play the harlot, yet let not Judah 

offend \ 
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offend, he— Amos iv. 4, 5. Come to Bethel and tranf- 
grefs, at Gilgal multiply tranfgrefTion ; and bring 
your facrifices every morning, and your tithes after 
three years. And offer a facrifice of thankfgiving 
with a leaven, and proclaim and publilh the free-of- 
ferings ; for this liketh you, O ye children of Ifrael, 
faith the Lord God. — Acls ii. 40. And with many 
other words did he teftify and exhort, faying, fa<ve 
yourfel<ves from this untoward generation. — Afts xix. 9. 
But when diverfe were hardned, and believed not, but 
fpake evil of that before the multitude, he departed 
from them, and feparated the difciples, cifc — 2 Cor. 
vi. 17. Wherefore come ye out from among them, and 
be ye feparate, faith the Lord, and touch not the un- 
clean thing, and I will receive you. — Re<v. xviii. 4. 
And I heard another voice from heaven, faying, 
Come out of her, my people, that ye be not partakers of 
her fins, and that ye receive not of her plagues. 

Thus the occafion of the feparation of the Brown- 
ifts, was not for any fault they found with the faith, 
but only with the difcipline or form of government of 
the other Churches in England. They equally con- 
demned Epifcopacy and PreASytery, as to the juris- 
diction of Confiltories, Clafles, and Synods ; and 
therefore they would not join with any other reformed 
Churches, becaufe they were not fufficiently allured 
of the fanc~l.it y and probity of the members who com- 
pofed it ; and cn account of the toleration of finners, 
with whom they maintained it an impiety to commu- 
nicate. The form of Church Government they efta- 
blifhed, was democratical. When a church was to 
be gathered, fuch as de fired to be members, made a 
confeffion of it, and figned a covenant, by which they 
obliged themfelves to walk together in the order of 
the Gofpel. The whole power of admitting and ex- 
cluding members, with the decifion of all controver- 
fies, was lodged in the brotherhood. Their Church- 
officers were chofen from among themfelves, for 
preaching the word, and taking care of the poor, and 
feparated to their feveral offices by failing, prayer, 
and impofition of hands of fome of the brethren. But 
they did not allow the priefthood to be any diftind 
order, or to give any indelible character. As the 
vote of the brotherhood made a man a miniiler, and 
gave authority to preach the word and adminifler the 
Sacraments among ft them ; fo the fame power could 
difcharge him from his office, and reduce him to a 
mere Layman again. As they maintained the bounds 
of a church to be no greater than what would contain 
as many as could meet together in one place, and 
join in one Communion, fo the power of thefe officers 
was prefcribed within the fame limits. The Minifler 
or Pallor of a church could not adminifler the Sacra- 
ment to another, nor baptize the children of any but 
thofe of his own fociety. Any lay-brother was al- 
lowed the liberty^of giving a word of exhortation to 
the people ; and it was ufual for fome of them, after 
fermon, to afk queflions, and reafon upon the doc- 
trines that had been preached. In a word, every 
church, on the Brownifts model, is a body corporate, 
having full power to do every thing which the good 
of the community requires, without being accountable 
to any Claffis, Synod, Convocation, or other jurisdic- 
tion whatever. 

But the model of the Brownifts was far from being 
a new one : for if we compare their principles with 
thofe of the ancient Donatifts, we ftiall find them to 
be the fame, as the learned Dr. Fulke has proved. 
The Donatills were the Puritans of their age ; they 
held that the Roman Catholic Church was proftituted, 
and was no where to be found but among them who 
were perfect, wherefore they re-baptized all thofe 
that came over to them ; for no other baptifm was 
valid : They held the validity of the Sacraments to 
depend upon the dignity of the Minifler ; they dif- 
owned ihe power of the Magiflrate to punifh Here- 
tics, &c. (9) But Brown was not the firft that 
brou ht Donatifm into England, the principles of 
which, as well as of Brownifm, had been adopted 
here long before, by others, under the different ap- 
pellations of Puritans and Separatifts. Thefe latter, 
Hornius tells us (10), were thofe vvho, under Ed- 
ward VI. Eliaabeth, and James I. refufed to conform 
to the Church of England, and were firft called Pu- 
ritans, then Separatifts, and laftly Nonconforming. 
The firft leader of the Separatifts, was Bolton ; who, 
upon quitting the party he had formed, and abjuring 
his errors, was fucceeded by Robert Brown, from 
whom the Separatifts were called Brownifts. When 
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Brown, in imitation of Bolton, deferted the feet, he 
was fucceeded by Barrow, vvho unfortunately made 
his exit at Tyburn, at the inftigation of the Bifhops. 
Their fourth chief was Johnfon (author of the piece 
from whence we have, above, extracted the tenets of 
Brownifm), who, together with Mr. Ainfworth, au- 
thor of the learned Commentary on the Pentateuch, fet 
up a Church at Amflerdam (11) ; but they differing 
about fome points of difcipline, feparated, and even 
went fo far as to excommunicate each other (*). Soon 
afterwards, one Smith fet up a Church at Leyden ; 
but he dying, his feet could not long furvive him, and 
Separatifm was brought very low when Robinfon ap- 
peared, and raifed its head. He foftened the dogmas 
of Brown, and fet on foot a good underftanding 
among them ; but was not able to unite the whole 
feet. Part of it ftiil adhered to the rigid opinions of 
their old mailer, Brown, and part of them followed 
Robinfon, and pretended to (leer a middle courfe be- 
tween the Brownifts and the Church of England, 
calling themfelves Semi-Separatifts ; but at laft, in 
reality, they went farther even than the Brownifts 
themfelves. The Brownifts, however, notwithstand- 
ing the frequent change of their mailers, did, in ge- 
neral, ftill retain the name they derived from their 
firft leader Brown, and this even after his death feve- 
ral years : for in the civil wars in the year 164.0, cjfr. 
we read of a mob of 2000 Brownifts entering St. Paul's 
church, London (where the High-Commiffion-Court 
was fitting), and making a great tumult, tearing 
down the benches, and crying out, No Bijhops, no 
High - CommiJJion , &c. (12) And in 1642, King 
Charles, in a fpeech which he made at the head of 
his forces, then marching towards Shrewfbury, makes 
particular mention of the Brownifts, and that not at 
all to their honour. € You lhall meet, fays his Ma- 
c jefty, with no enemies but traitors, moll of them 
1 Brownifts, Anabaptills, and Atheifts; fuch vvho 

* defire to deftroy both Church and State, and who 

* have already condemned you to ruin for being loyal 

* to us (13).' And the next year, the King made it 
an article in his propofitions to the Parliament, ' that 
1 a good bill might be framed for the better p refer v- 

* ing the book of Common-Prayer from the fcorn 

* and violence of Brownifts, Anabaptifts, and other 
1 fectaries (14).' Atlength, however, the Brownifts 
degenerated into Independents, a party which adopted 
moft of their principles, and were at firft called Con- 
gregationalifts, and then Independents, from their 
holding the independency of churches. But it will 
be neceftary to give fome farther account of this feet, 
as it is the produce of that whofe author makes the 
fubject of this article. The Independents owed their 
rife chiefly to Goodwin, Rye, Bridge, Sympfon, and 
Burroughs, five Divines in the reign of King Charles I. 
who had tranfported themfelves into Holland, for li- 
berty of confeience (15). Thefe had profelyted feve- 
ral wealthy merchants and others, who went along 
with them. The States of Holland gave them a 
friendly reception, affigncd them churches to meet 
in, and allowed their Minifters a competent mainte- 
nance. Some of thefe Englifh refugees fettled at 
Rotterdam, and fome at Arnheim in Guelderland. 
Being thus encouraged by the Dutch government, 
they fet about forming their Church-difcipline. And 
here, to fpeak in their own language, € they con- 

* fulted the Scriptures without any prejudice : they 
1 confidered the word of God as impartially as men 

* of* flefh and blood are like to do, in any juncture of 

* time ; the place they went to, the condition they 
c were in, and the company they went with, afford- 
1 ing no temptation to any bias (16).' They afTerted, 
that every church, or congregation, has fufficient 
power to act and do every thing, relating to religious 
government, within itfel'f, and is no ways fubject or 
accountable to other churches, or their Deputies. 
The principles upon which they founded their Church- 
government, were,, to confine themfelves to what the 
Scriptures prefcribed, without paying any regard to 
the opinions or practice of men ; nor to tie themfelves 
down fo ftrictly to their prefent refolutions, as to leave 
no room for alterations, upon farther views and en- 
quiry. They fleered a middle courfe between Pref- 
bytery and Brownifm : the firft they accounted too 
arbitrary and decifive ; the other too loofe and inde- 
terminate (17). They difal lowed parochial and pro- 
vincial fubordination, and formed all their congrega- 
tions upon a fcheme of co-ordi nancy ; allowing, how- 
ever, fome fort of ceremonious preference to the elder 

church, 
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church, but without any addition of authority. As 
to their Service, they prayed publicly for Kings, and 
all in authority ; they read and expoun<fcd the Scrip- 
tures, and adminiftered the Sacraments of Baptifm, 
and the Lord's Supper. They rejected all learning, 
in order to preach the Gofpel ; all fet forms of 
Prayer ; abhorred tithes as fuperftitious and judaical 
(18). Their public officers were Paftors, Teachers, 
Ruling-Elders, and Deacons. Their Church-Cen- 
fures lay all within the compafs of admonition and ex- 
communication (19). 

Thefe Congregationalifts, or Independents, took 
the opportunity occaiioned by the Civil War, and the 
ruin of Epifcopacy, to quit Holland, and come over 
into England, where they began to put in practice 
their fcheme, and gather churches. The Pre/by te- 
rians complained of this as an encroachment, and in- 
fixed that the Independents mould come under the 
Scotch regulation. This the latter refufed to comply 
with, and continued a diftinct feci, or faction (20) ; 
and, during the Civil Wars, became the moll pow- 
erful party ; and getting to the head of affairs, mod 
of the other feels, which were averfe to the Church 
of England, particularly the Brownifts, joined with 
them, and all of them yielded to lofe their former 
names, in the general one of Independents. B — m. 

%* [As a proof that Robert Brown's family was 
of honourable defcent, it may be mentioned, that his 
grandfather, Francis, had a charter from Henry the 
Eighth, confirmed by an act of parliiment, permit- 
ting him to put on his cap in the prefence of the King 
or his heirs, or any Lord fpiritual or temporal in the 
land, and not to put it off but for his own eafe and 
pleafure (21). 

Though our famous Separatift, when he fet out on 
his fcheme of Reformation, was, as Mr. Neal al- 
lows, a fiery, hot-headed young man (22), it doth 
not follow that his father's conduct towards him can 
be juitified. It is faid in the text, that he ■ mewed 

* himfelf fo incorrigible, that his good old father re- 
« folved to own him for a fon no longer than his fon 

* owned the Church of England for his mother; and 

* Brown choofing rather to part with his aged fire 

* than his new fchifm, he was difcharged the family/ 
Such a mode of exprerfion implies a very wrong appre- 
henfion of things. It doth not redound to the credit 
of the old gentleman, that he mould refolve to dif- 
own his fon, and expel him from his houfe, on ac- 
count of fome difference in their religious opinions ; 
and, whether Robert Brown's fentiments were true or 
falfe, he certainly was not bound, by any principles 
of reafon or morality, to think exactly as his father 
did. It is eafy to difcern the abfurd confequences 
which refult from the fuppofition, that children are 
obliged to adopt all the notions of their parents. 
There is a lenity in Lord Treafurer Burghley's con- 
duct towards his relation, which reflects honour on 
that excellent Statefman. 

The act, mentioned in the note [Z>], which was 
pa/Ted in 1992-3, was remarkably fevere and unjuft. 
Sir Peter, afterwards Lord Chancellor King, obferved 
of this act, at the trial of Dr. Sacheverel, that the cafe 
of the Nonconforming was rendered worfe by it than 
that of felons at common law ; for thefe were allowed 
the benefit of clergy, but the others were not (23). 
Though the execution of this law brought infinite 
mifchiefs to the kingdom ; though it forced many fa- 
milies into banifhment; though it threw numbers of 
perfons into prifon, and put others to death, never- 
thelefs the authors of the Parliamentary Hiftory are 
pleafed to fay, that there was great reafon for pafling 
fhP ftamte. and are very angry with Rapin's tranfla- 
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tor, for fpeaklng of it in terms of condemnation. 
Nay, though Mr. Tirtdal's reflections upon it are 
highly fenfible and juft, they have, with almolt un- 
exampled folly, inferred them without an anfwer, as 
fufficient to confute themfelves (24). 

Let it be obferved, by the way, that though the 
Parliamentary Hiftory is a moft valuable work, as 
containing a vaft deal of important information, which 
could not elfewhere eafily be met with, it is, at the 
fame time, but little indebted to the liberality, judg- 
ment, and tafte of the compilers. They are uni- 
formly hoftile to religious and civil liberty, and had 
no idea of elegant or accurate competition. It is 
innch to be lamented that fuch excellent materials did 
not fall into abler and more judicious hands. 

While we condemn the feverity with which Robert 
Vol. II. 


Brown and his followers were treated, we ad not 
mean to palliate their errors. Their rigid and narrow 
fentiments in point of difcipline ; their denying the 
Church of England to be a true Church ; their main- 
taining that her government was fo wholly Popilh 
and antichriftian as to render all her ordinances and 
facraments invalid ; and their not only renouncing 
communion with her, but with all other reformed 
Churches, excepting fuch as mould be of their own 
model (25), are fumcient proofs that they did not 
come behind their perfecutors in bigotry. Nor is it 
unlikely but that, if they had rifen to power, they 
would have exercifed it in a very unjuftifiable manner. 

It is obferved, in note [E] t that the Brownifts 
Confeflion of Faith was no other than that of every 
Proteftant. But this can only fignify that it was agree- 
able to the doctrinal articles of the Church of Eng- 
land, and to the fy items then commonly received. 
There are certainly many fin cere Proteftants, who, 
in points of faith, differ widely from the Brownifts, 
and from the eftabliihed opinions both of this and 
other countries. 

In the fame note, a publication is mentioned, 
which charged the Brownifts with lewd and abomi- 
nable vices. Accufations of this kind have been 
brought, in every age, again it new feels, and, for 
the molt part, without reafon. Thofe, of the like 
nature, which were produced, fome years ago, againft 
the Hernhuters, or Moravian brethren, feemed the 
belt founded of any we have met with : and yet we 
cannot help hoping that there was no fmall degree of 
miftake or exaggeration in the matter. 

It is faid, in note [F], that Barrow, who fucceed- 
ed Robert Brown, unfortunately made his exit at Ty- 
burn, at the ihftigation of the Biftiops. The death 
of this man, and other fimilar events, are a difgrace 
to the reign of Queen Elizabeth. Barrow, it feems, 
was a perfon of ingenuity and learning; but, like 
many of the reft of his fed, of a warm fpirit. It is 
plain, from the account of his trial in Neal, that his 
condemnation and execution were acts of flagrant in- 
juitice and cruelty (26), 

One cannot help fmilingat King Charles the Firft's 
fpeech to his forces, when he was marching towards 
Shrewfbury. * You fhall meet, fays his Majefty, 
* with no enemies but traitors, moft of them Brown- 
c ills, Anabaptifts, and AtheiftsS Such a junction of 
reproachful terms, though it hath been common in 
every age, is only the language of ignorance and 
prejudice. However criminal thefe Brownifts or 
Anabaptifts n\ight be, we dare fay that there were no 
Atheifts among them. Sectaries are generally more 
apt to believe too much than too little ; and it is 
owing to the fincerity of their faith, be it what it 
may, that they feparate from eftabliftied communions. 
It is, indeed, fuppofed that there were fome dime- 
lievers of Revelation among the Republicans of the 
lait century ; but this was not till the time of the 
Commonwealth. 

It is an unjuit reprefentation of the Independents, 
that they rejected all learning in order to preach the 
Gofpel. It is true that they admitted of gifted bre- 
thren, and thought that fome perfons might be al- 
lowed to preach, who had gained a competent know- 
ledge of the Scriptures, though they had not gone 
through a courfe of regular education. But they 
were far from being infenfible of the value of litera- 
ture. Goodwin, Rye, Bridge, Sympfon, and Bur- 
roughs, to whom the Independents are faid above 
to have owed their rife, were all men of acknow- 
ledged learning ; and Dr. Owen, who was long the 
head of that party, was one of the firft fcholars of his 
time. 

We apprehend that fome of the principles of the 
Independents are now maintained by the Engliftt 
DiiTenters in general. The Prefbyterians of this age 
affert, that every church and congregation has fuf- 
ficient power to act and do every thing relating to 
religious government within itfelf, and that it is no 
ways fubject or accountable to other churches, or their 
deputies. They are, likewife, perfuaded, that they 
Ought to follow alone what the Scriptures prefcribe, 
without paying any regard to the opinions or practices 
of men ; and that they mould not tie themfelvet 
down fo ilriclly to their prefent refolutions, as to leavtf 
no room for alterations, upon farther views and en- 
quiry. In holding thefe fentiments, the Prelbyterians 
in England, while they retain the name of Preibyte- 
rianifro, have loft the thing.] K. 
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BROWNE (George). 

BROWNE (George), the firft Biftiop that embraced and promoted the Reforma- 
tion in Ireland, was originally an Auftin Frier of London (a). He received his acade- 
mical education in the houfe of his order, near Halywell in Oxford (b) ; and becoming 
eminent for his learning and other good qualities, was made Provincial of the Auftin 
Monks in England. About this time he fupplicated the Univerfity for the degree of 
Bachelor of Divinity, namely in 1523 ; but it doth not appear that he was then ad- 
mitted. He took afterwards the 'degree of Do£tor in Divinity, in fome univerfity be- 
yond fea, and was incorporated in the fame degree at Oxford, in 1534, and foon after 
at Cambridge (r). Before that time having read fome of Luther's writings, he took a 
liking to his dodtrine ; and, among other things, was wont to inculcate into the 
people, f That they fliould make their applications folely to Chrift, and not to the Vir- 
c gin Mary, or the Saints/ King Henry VIII. being informed of this, took him into 
his favour, and promoted him to the Archbifhopric of Dublin (d). He had the Royal 
afTent, March the twelfth, 1534-5 (e) ; was confecrated the nineteenth of the fame 
month, by Thomas Cranmer, Archbifhop of Canterbury, affifted by the Bifhops of 
Rochefter and Salifbury (f) j and had reftitution of the temporalities the twenty-third 
following (g). A few months after his arrival in Ireland, the Lord Privy-feal, Crom- 
well, fignified to him, that his Majefty having renounced the Papal Supremacy in Eng- 
land, it was his Highnefs's pleafure, that his fubjetts of Ireland fhould obey his com- 
mands in that refpeft as in England and nominated him one of the Commiflioners for 
the execution thereof. The twenty-eighth of November, 1535, he acquainted the 
Lord Cromwell with his fuccefs ; telling him [/f], that he had £ endeavoured, almoft 
1 to the danger and hazard of his life, to procure the nobility and gentry of the Irifli 
e nation to due obedience, in owning the King their fupreme Head, as well fpiritual as 
* temporal In the Parliament which met at Dublin, May 1, 1536, he was very 

inftrumental in having the Aft, for the King's Supremacy over the Church of Ireland, 
pafled [ZJ] i but he met with great and many obftacles in the execution of it [C] : And 

the 


(h) Where 
Wadham-collegt 
now ftands. 
See Wood's Hift. 
& Antiq. Univ, 
Oxon. lib. i. 
p. 116, &€ m " 
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Vol. .ed^. 1739, 
fol. by Wal er 
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p. 348, ©V. 

(g) Rymer, uH 
fuf>ra, p. 561. 
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[J] He acquainted the Lord Cromwell with his fuc* 
ce/s, &c] In the following letter : 

* My moft honoured Lord, 
' Y OUR humble fervant receiving your mandate, 

* as one of his Highnefs's Com miffi oners, hath 

* endeavoured, almoft to the danger and hazard of 

* this temporal life, to procure the Nobility and 

* Gentry of this nation to due obedience, in owning 
" of his Highnefs their fupreme Head as well Spi- 

* ritual as Temporal, and do find much oppugning 
1 therein, efpecially by my brother of Armagh (1), 
? who hath been the main oppugner, and fo hath 

* withdrawn moft of his Suffragans and Clergy within 

* his See and jurifdi&ion. He made a fpeech to 

* them, laying a curfe on the people whofoever 
c mould own his Highnefs's Supremacy ; faying, that 

* ifle, as it is in their Irilh Chronicles, Infula facra $ 

* belongs to none but to the Bifhop of Rome, and 

* that it was the Bifhop of Rome's predecefTors gave 

* it to the King'ffanceftors. There be two meflen- 

* gers by the Priefts of Armagh, and by that Arch- 

* bifhop, now lately fent to the Bifhop of Rome. 

* Your Lordfhip may inform his Highnefs, that it is 

* convenient to call a Parliament in this nation, to 

* pafs the Supremacy by act j for they do not much 
f matter his Highnefs's Commiffion which your 

* Lordfhip fent us over. This iiland hath been for a 

* long time held in ignorance by the Romifh Orders ; 

* and as for their Secular Orders, they be in a man- 
f ner as ignorant as the people, being not able to fay 

* Mafs, or pronounce the words, they not knowing 

* what they themfelves fay in the Roman tongue : 

* The common people of this ifle are more zealous in 

* their blindnefs, than the Saints and Martyrs were 

* in the truth at the beginning of the Gofpel. I fend 
c to you, my very good Lord, thefe things, that your 

* Lordfhip and his Highnefs may confult what is to 

* be done. It is feared O-Neal will be ordered by 
f the Bifhop of Rome to oppofe your Lordfhip's order 

* from the King's -Highnefs ; for the natives are 

* much in numbers within his power. I do pray the 
' Lord Chrift to defend you from your enemies, 

* * Dublin, 4 Kalend. Decembris 1535.' 

[2?] He was very inftrumental in having the AB, for 
the King's Supremacy over the Church of Ireland, pajjed. ] 
Upon that occafion he made this fpeech : * My Lords 
1 and Gentry of this his Majefties realm of Ireland, 

* behold your obedience to your King is the obferving 

* of your God and Saviour Chrift ; for he, that High- 

* Prieft of our fouls, paid tribute to Cxfar (though 

* no Chriftian). Greater honour then furely is due; 


(2) Life of €5. 
Browne, 
p. 3. ■ 


* to your Prince, his Highnefs the King, and a 

* Chriftian one. Rome, and her Bifhops, in the 

* Fathers days, acknowledged Emperors, Kings, 

* and Princes, to be fupreme over their dominions, 

* nay, (Thrift's own Vicars. And it is as much to 

* the Bifhop of Rome's fhame, to deny what their 
f precedent Bifhops owned. Therefore his Highnefs 

* claims but what he can juftify the Bifhop Eluthe- 

* rius gave to St. Lucius, the firft Chriftian King of 

* the Britons ; fo that I fhall, without fcruple, vote 

* his Highnefs King Henry my Supreme over Eccle- 

* fiaftic matters as well as Temporal, and Head 

* thereof, even of both iflcs England and Ireland, 
? and that without guilt of confeience or fin to God ; 

* and he who will not pafs this Aft as I do, is no 

* true fubjea to his Highnefs,' The other Bifhops, 
and other Lords, were fo ftartled at this fpeech, that 
the Acl paffed, though with great difficulty (2). 

[C] But he met with great and many obftacles in the 
execution of it. \ Of which he gave the Lord Cromwell 
an account in the following letter : 

* Right honourable and my fingular good Lord, 
€ J Acknowledge my bounden duty to your Lord- 

* fhip's good-will to me, next to my Saviour 
1 Chrift's, for the place I now pofTefs ; I pray God 

give me his grace to execute the fame to his glory, 

* and his Highnefs's honour, with your Lordfhip's 

* inftruclions. I he people of this nation be zealous, 

* yet blind and unknowing ; moft of the Clergy, as 

* your fcordfhip hath had from me before, being* ig- 

* norant, and not able to fpeak right words in the 
\ Mafs or Liturgy, as being not fkilled in the Latin 

* Grammar; fo that a bird may be taught to fpeak 

* with as much fenfe as feveral of them do in this 
' country. Thefe forts, though not fcholars, yet 

* are crafty to cozen the poor common people, and 

* to difluade them from following his Highnefs's or- 

< der i\ Ge ? rgC(3 > my br ° ther ° f Ar ™g h > doth {3 ) Cromer, 

underhand occafion quarrels, and is not adive to 
' execute his Highnefs's orders in his diocefe. I have 

* obferved your Lordftiip's Letter of Commiffion, and 
4 do find feveral of my pupils leave me for fo doing. 
c I will not put others in their Livings till I know 
\ y° ur Lordfhip's pleafure ; for it is meet I acquaint 

you firft, the Romifh relics and images of both my 
f Cathedrals in Dublin, of the Holy Trinity and of 

* St. Patrick's, took off the common people from the 

* true worfhip ; but the Prior and the Dean find them 
! & fweet for their gain, that they heed not my 
1 words : Therefore fend in your Lordfhip's next to 

* me aa order more full, and a chide to them and 

* theix 
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the Court of Rome left no ftone unturned, to prevent any alterations in Ireland with 
regard to religious matters ; for the Pope lent over a bull of excommunication againft 
all fuch as had owned, or fhould own, the King's Supremacy within that kingdom : as 
alfo the form of an oath of obedience [D], to be taken to his Holinefs, at confeflions. 
Nay endeavours were ufed to raife a rebellion there : for one Thady 6 Birne, a Francif- 
can Frier, being feized by Archbifhop Browne's order, letters were found about him, 
from the Pope and Cardinals (/) to O'Neal j wherein, after commending his own, and 
his father's faithfulnefs to the Church of Rome, he was exhorted f for the glory of the 
c Mother Church, the honour of St Peter, and his own fecurity, to fupprefs Herefie, 
€ and his Holinefs's enemies.' And the Council of Cardinals thought fit to encourage 
his country, as a facred ifland, being certain, while Mother Church had a fon of worth 
as himfelf, and thofe that fhould fuccour him, and join therein, fhe would never fall, but 
have more or lefs a holding in Britain in fpite of fate (k). In purfuance of this letter, (£^/ e - 
ONeal began to declare himfelf the champion of Popery and having entered into a 3 , 4 , 5 
confederacy with others, they jointly invaded the Pale, and committed feveral ravages, 
but were foon after quelled (/). About the time that King Henry VIII. began to fup- 
prefs the monafteries in England and Ireland, Archbifhop Browne completed his de- 
fign of removing all fuperftitious reliques and images out of the two cathedrals of St. 
Patrick's and the Holy Trinity, in Dublin, and out of the reft of the churches within 
his diocefe •> and, in their room, placed the Creed, the Lard's Prayer, and the Ten 
Commandments in gold letters. And, foon after, namely in 1541, the King haying 
converted the priory of the Holy Trinity into a cathedral church, confiding of a Dean 
and Chapter [A], our Archbifhop founded three prebends in the fame, in 1544, namely, 
St. Michael's, St. John's, and Sr. Michan's j from which time it hath generally been 
known by the name of Chrift-Church (#2). King Edward VI. having caufed the Li- 
turgy to be compiled, and publifhed in Englifh, lent an order to Sir Anthony St. Le- 
ge r, Governor of Ireland, dated February 6, 1550-1, to notify to all the clergy of that 
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* their Canons, that they might be removed. Let 

* the order be, that the chief governors may aflift me 

* in it. The Prior and D^an have written to Rome, 
€ to be encouraged, and if it be not hindred before 
*they have a mandate from the Bjfhop of Rome, the 

* people will be bold, and then tu^g long before his 
4 Highnefs can fubmit them to his Grace's orders. 

* The country folk here much hate your Lordfhip, 

* and defpitefully Call you in their Irifh tongue, the 
« Blackfmith? s fon. The Duke of Norfolk is by Ar- 

* magh, and that Clergy, defired to aflift them, not 

* to fufter his Highnefs to alter church-rules here in 

* Ireland : As a friend, I defire your Lord {hip to look 

* to your noble perfon ; for Rome hath a great kind- 

* nefs for that Duke (for it is fo talked here), and 

* will reward him and his children. Rome hath great 

* favours for this nation, purpofely to op po fc his 

* Highnefs ; and fo having got, fincc the Act patted, 

* great indulgences for Rebellion, therefore my hope 

* is loft, yet my zeal is to do according to your Lord- 
€ fhip's orders. God keep your Lordfhip from your 

* enemies here and in England. Dublin the 3d Ka- 

* lends April 1538.' 

[D] As alfo the form of an oath of obedience P This 
the Archbifhop lent in a letter to the Lord Cromwell, 
which was as" follows : 

* Right Honourable, 
« \ 4 Y duty pre mi fed, it may pleafe your Lordfhip 

* to be ad verti fed, fithence my 1 aft there has 

* come to Armagh and his Clergy, a private commif- 
c fion from the Bifhop of Rome, prohibiting his gra- 

* cious Highnefs's people here in this nation to own 

* his Royal Supremacy, and joining a curfe to all 

* them and theirs who fh all not, within forty days, 

* confefs to their Confeflbrs (after the publishing of 

* it to them) that they have done amifs in fo doing : 

* the fubftance, as our Secretary hath tranflated the 
« fame into Englifh, is thus 

I A. B. from this prefent hour forward, in the 
prefence of the holy Trinity, of the blefTed Virgin 
Mother of God, of St. Peter, of the holy Apoftles, 
Archangels, Angels, Saints, and of all the holy Haft 
of Heaven, mail and will be always obedient to the 
holy See of St. Peter of Rome, and to my holy Lord 
the Pope of Rome and his fuccefTors, in all things as 
well fpiritual as temporal, not confenting in the leaft 
that his Holinefs fhalj lofe the leaft title or dignity 
belonging to the Papacy of our Mother Church of 
Rome, or to the regality of St. Peter. I do vow and 
(wear to maintain, help, and aflift the juft laws, li- 
berties, and rights of the Mother Church of Rome. 
I do likewife promife to confer, to defend, and 


promote, if not perfonally, yet willingly as far as 
able, either by advice, fkill, eftate, money,, or other- 
wife, the Church of Rome and her laws, againft all 
whatfoever refifting the fame. I further vow to op- 
pugn all Heretics, either in making or fetting forth. 
Edicts or Commands contrary to the Mother Church 
of Rome ; and in cafe any fuch be moved or com- 
pofed, to refill it to the uttermoft of my power, with 
the fir ft convenience and opportunity 1 can poffibly. 
I count and value all acts made, or to be made by 
heretical powers, of no force or worth, or be prac- 
tifed or obeyed by myfelf, or by any other fon of thfe 
Mother Church of Rome. I do further declare him 
or her, father or mother, brother or fitter, fon or 
daughter, hufband or wife, uncle or aunt, rtepheW 
or niece, kinfman or kinfwoman, m after or m iftre fs, 
and all others, neareft or deareft relations, friends or 
acquaintance whatfoever, accurfed, that either do or 
fhall hold, for the time to com", any Ecclefiaftical or 
Civil Power above the authority of the Mother 
Church, or that do or fha'l obey, for the time to 
come, any of her, the mother of Churches, oppofers 
or enemies, or contrary to the fame, which I have 
here fworn unto : So God, the blefTed Virgin, St. 
Peter, St. Paul, and the holy Evangelifts help me. 

€ His Highnefs's Viceroy of this nation (4), is of 
f little or no power with the old natives^ therefcre 

* your Lordfhip will expect of me no more than I am 

* able : This nation is poor in wealth, and not fuf- 

* fkient now at prefent to oppofe them. It is ob- 
4 ferved, that ever fince his Highnefs's anceftors had 
f this nation in pofleflion, the old natives have been 

* craving foreign Powers to aflift and rule them ; and 

* now both Englifh race and Irifh begin v to oppofe 

* your Lordftiip's orders, and do lay afide their na- 

* tional old quarrels, which I fear will, if any thing 
' will, eaufe a foreigner to invade this ' nation. I 

* pray God I may be a falfe Prophet, yet your Lord- 

* fhip muft pardon my opinion, for I write it to your 

* Lordfhip as a warning. Dublin, May 1538 (5).' 
[is] Confe fling of a Dean and Chapter. ,] Jtconiifted, 

upon this alteration, of a Dean and Chapter, a Chan- 
ter, a Treafurer, fix Vicars choral, and two Singing- 
boys, who were allowed 45/. 6x. Englifh money: 
This fum Queen Mary confirmed for ever. But King 
James I. altered what King Henry and his daughter 
had done ; and upon this fecond alteration he conlti- 
tuted a Dean, a Chanter, a Chancellor, a Trea- 
furer, three Prebends, fix Vicars choral, and four 
Singing-boys ; ordering likewife, that the Archdea- 
con of Dublin mould have a place in the choir, and 
a vote in the Chapter (6). 


(4) $Ir Anthonjf 
St. L-ger. 
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fent complaints 
againft him to 
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R. C©x, ubi 
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kingdom, that they fhould ufe this book in all their churches, and the Bible in the vul- 
gar tongue. When Sir Anthony imparted this order to the Clergy (which was on the 
firft of March), it was vehemently oppofed by the Popifh party, efpecialiy by George 
Dowdall, Primate of Armagh ; but Arehbilhop Browne received it with the utmoft fa- 
( n) m and tisfaftion and plcafurc (») [F], and, upon Eafter-day following, the Liturgy was ac- 
Briwne^s cordingly read, for the firft time within Ireland, in Chrift-Church, Dublin, in prefence 
above, p. s, 9f G f the Mayor and Bailiffs of that city, the Lord Deputy St. Leger, Arehbilhop Browne, 
I0 ' &c . (<?) On this occafion, the Arehbilhop preached a lermon againft keeping the Scrip- fij war* 

tures in the Latin tongue, and the worfhip of images [G]. But Dowdall, by reafon of £°^f ovc ' 
his violent and unfeafonable oppofition to the King's order, was deprived of the title of above, p. 29 o. 
Primate of all Ireland; which, by letters patent bearing date the twentieth of Oftober, 
deLn^Edw' l $S l (P)> was conferred on Arehbilhop Browne, and his fucceffors in the See of Dublin 
m%* "for ever (q). However, he did not long enjoy this dignity; for he was deprived both f?) Ijfc. 

of it and his Archbilhopric in 1554, the firltof Queen Mary L under pretence that he M "^ Cm or H 
was married, but in truth becaufe he had zealoufly promoted the Reformation ; and 
then Arehbilhop Dowdall, who had lived in exile during part of the reign of King Ed- 
ward VI. recovered the title of Primate, and alfo the Archbilhopric of Armagh, which 
had been given to Hugh Goodacre. While Arehbilhop Browne enjoyed the See of 
Dublin, the cathedral of St. Patrick's was fupprefled, for about the fpace of eight years; 
but Queen Mary reftored it to its ancient dignity, towards the end of the year 1554. 
The exaft time of Arehbilhop Browne's death is not recorded ; only we are told, that he 
fr/LifeofG. died about the year 1556 (r); He was a man of a cheerful countenance; meek and 
it. peaceable ; in his afts and deeds plain and downright ; of good parts, and very ftirring in v 
9 what he judged to be for the intereft of religion, or the fervice of his King ; merciful 

and companionate to the poor and miferable ; and adorned with every good and valuable 
O) md. P . u qualification (j). 

*.* [In one of Mr. Oldys's MSS. it is obferved, that a certain prieft, in a manu- 
fcript difperfed by him, alleged that Arehbilhop Browned death was occafioned by his 
'« joy, at a bull from the Pope to be reftored to his See of Dublin $ but befides the ab- 
c furdity thereof, from the principles of the man, it is plain from what before appears, 
F that he (the Pope) mull have granted a difpenfation for the marriage too, that ftate 
' being criminal in the Romilh clergy/] T. 

[F] Archhijhop Browne received it with the utmoft * him our true and lawful King.' Edward Staples, 

fatisfaclion and pleafure.] At which time he fpoke to Bifhop of Meath, and Thomas Lancafter, Bifhop of 

this effect : ' This order, good brethren, is from our Kildare, both concurred with the Archbifhop, and 

£ gracious King, and from the reft of our Brethren were, for fo doing, deprived of their Bifhoprics in 

* the Fathers and Clergy of England, who have con- Queen Mary's reign (7). Browne* °L°' 

* fulted herein, and compared the Holy Scriptures [G] On this occafion the Archhijhop preached a fer- above? p. V, 10. 

* with what they have done ; unto whom I fubmit, mon, &c] This ferraon is printed at the end of the 

* as Jefus did to Caefar, in all things juft and lawful, Archbifhop's Life, and is the only piece of his ex- 

* making no question why, or wherefore, as we own tant ; befides his Letters fet down above. M. 

%* [BROWNE (William), an ingenious poet, and author of fome Paftorals of 

great merit, was fon of Thomas Browne, Gent, of Taviftock in Devonfhire (a), where (*) Wcodv 

(b) General he was born in* the year 1590 {b). When he had palled through the grammar-fchool, ni« e r«*voU. 

vt iu ary, 6o8 ^ e was ^ ent t0 E xeter - c °U e g e > Oxford, about the beginning of the reign of King James I. c °!- 49** fecond 

- * Here he made a great progrefs in claflical learning, and polite literature : but, before * / 

he had taken any degree, he removed to the Inner Temple, London (c) ; though there CO L>fcof 

he feems chiefly to have devoted himfelf to the Mufes, and probably paid little atten- ™^ prc- 

tion to the ftudy of the law. In 16 13, he publifhed, in folio, the firft part of his 5n- * x * d totheedi. 

tanniefs Paftorals, which was ulhered into the world with feveral copies of verfes made works, pub- 

by fome of his ingenious and learned friends, among whom were Michael Drayton and j^J^J* 

John Selden. He was now about twenty-three years of age ; and he appears to have p*S& mi 
written a confiderable part of thefe paftorals before he had attained his twentieth year 
[A\ In 1614, he publifhed, at London, in 8vo, The Shepherd's Pipe % in feven Eclogues. 
In the fourth eclogue he lamented the death of his friend Mr. Thomas Manwood [5], 
fon to Sir Peter Manwood, Knight. In 1616, he publifhed the fecond part of his Bri- 

[J] He appears to have written a confiderable part * More meadowes, rockes, and from them all eleft 

if thefe paftorals before hi had attained his twentieth • Matter befitting fuch an architect (1).* Works Voff* 

year.] This we infer from the following lines in rj] He lamented the death of his friend Mr. Thomas P . 141/ edU." 

Book I. Song V. Manwood.] He appears to have had a great regard *77*« 

* r , , _ _ , , r . r r *° r ^ at gentleman, whom he celebrated in that 
f "«* couldI f P* nd that fpring of poefie, eclogue, under the name of Philarete. The writer 

Which not twice ten funnes have beftow don me; of the advertifement prefixed to the laft edition 

f And tell the world, the mufe's love appeares of our author's works, mentioning this poem, makes 

.« In nonag d youth, as in the length of yeeres. the following obfervation : * I dare not fay, that 

-« But ere my mufe erefted have the frame, « i t is equal t0 the celebrated Lycidas of Milton, 

« Wherein t enflmne an unknowne lhepheard's name, * but furely it is not much inferior. That great ge- 

« She many a grove, and other woods mull treade, * n ; U3 has not difdained to imitate William Browne ; 

4 More hils, more dales, more founts mull be difplaid, « and Lycidas owes its origin to Philarete/ 

tannia*s 
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[C] His Britannia?* P aft orals."] The two parts were 
reprinted in two volumes, 8vo, in 1625 (2). The 
author of the 4 Memoirs of the Life of Mr. William 

* Pattifon of Sidney College, Cambridge,' prefixed 
to his poems printed at London in 1728, 8vo, tells 
us, that from fome inflances, which he produces, 1 it 
4 will appear even to our moft infallible critics, that 
4 though Mr. Browne wrote an hundred and eleven 

* years ago, his language is as nervous, his numbers 
■ as harmonious, his defcriptions as natural, his pa- 

* negyric as foft, and his fatire as pointed, as any 

* that are to be found in the whip-fyllibub poetaflers 

* of the prefent century ; 

* Who verfes write, as foft, as fmooth as cream, 

* The poem ended, no one knows the theme (3).' 

It is faid to be a fad, that Pattifon, at his death, 
was pofTcfled of no book except Browne's Britannia's 
Paftorals (4). 

It is obferved by a writer in the Monthly Review 
(5), fpeaking of our author's works, that * there is 
4 an amiable fimplicity in moll of his pieces, and he 
c knew how to move the heart by flrokes of genuine 
4 nature and pafiion. It muft be acknowledged, at 

* the fame time, that his writings abound with point 

* and conceit ; and thofe frivolous and difgufting or- 

* naments which are the fure indications of a vitiated 

* taile. His imagination was fertile, and his mind 

* vigorous ; but his judgment was corrupted by thofe 

* Italian models, which the falhion of his day taught 
4 him to imitate. His defcriptions, though pictu- 
4 refque, have an air of extravagance ; his concep- 

* tions, though ftrong, have marks of deformity ; 

* and his language never flows in a flrain of continued 

* purity. Pie could not plan with precifion and de- 
4 licacy, and was unable to join correctnefs with 

* fpirit.' 

In the fourth fong of the fecond book of Britan- 
nia's Pallorals, our poet fpeaks thus of himfelf : 

* My free-borne mufe will not, like Danae, be 

* Wonne with bafe droiTe to clip with ilavery ; 

* Nor lend her choifer balme to worthleffe men, 

* Whofe names would die but for fome hired pen ; 

* No : if I praife, vertue fhall draw me to it, 

* And not a bafe procurement make me doe it. 

* What now I fing is but to paffe away 

* A tedious houre, as fome mufitians play ; 

* Or make another my owne griefes bemone ; 

* Or to be leaft alone when moft alone. 

* In this can I, as oft as I will chufe, 

* Hug fweet content by my retyred mufe, 

* And in a lludy find as much to pleafe 
c As others in the greater! pallaces. 
4 Each man that lives (according to his powre) 

* On what he loves beftowes an idle howre ; 
4 Inflead of hounds that make the wooded hils 

* Talke in a hundred voyces to the rils, 

* I like the pleafing cadence of a line 

* Strucke by the concert of the facred Nine. 

* In lieu of hawkes, the raptures of my foule 
4 Tranlccnd thoir pitch and bafer earths controule. 

* For running horfes, contemplation flyes 
4 With quickeft fpeed to winne the greater!: prize. 

* For courtly dancing I can take more pleafure 

* To heare a verfe keepe time and equall meafure. 
4 For winning riches, feeke the bell directions 

* How I may well fubdue mine owne affections. 
4 For ravfing ftately pyles for heyres to come, 
4 Plere in this poem I ere& my toombe. 
4 And time may be fo kinde, in thefe weake lines 
« To keepe my name enroll'd, paft his, that mines 
4 In gilded marble, or in brazen leaves : 
4 Since verfe preferves when (tone and brafle de- 

* ceives. 

4 Or if (as worthleffe) Time not lets it live 
4 To thofe full days which others mufes give, 

* Yet I am lure I fhall be heard and fung 
4 Of moft fevereft eld, and kinder young 
4 Beyond my dayes, and maugre Envye ? s ftrife 
4 Adde to rny name fome houres beyond my life. 
4 Such of the Mufes are the able powres, 

* And, fince with them I fpent my vacant houres, 
1 4 I find nor hawke, nor hound, nor other thing, 

* Turnyes nor revels, pleafures for a king, 
Vol. IU 


(7) Bid. Vol.L 
P i3*« 


4 Yeeld more delight ; for I have oft pofleft 
4 As much in this as all in all the reft, 
' And that without expence, when others oft 

* With their undoings have their pleafures bought 
1 (6).' (6) Work?, 

In the fourth fong, or paftoral, of his firft book, he 145, ' i^/cdtt, 
celebrates the famous Earl of Eflex, of whom he fays, 1772. 

4 He was a fwain whom all the graces kifl, 
4 A brave, heroic, worthy Martialifl ; 
4 Yet on the downs he oftentimes was feen> 

* To draw the merry maidens of the green 
4 With his fweet voice (7).' 

He alfo celebrated Drayton, Samuel Daniel, Ben 
Jonfon, and others, in the fecond fong of his fecond 
book ; and hi the firft fong, of the fame book, are 
the following lines in honour of Spenfer : 

4 * 1 At Thames faire port 

4 The nympes and fhepheards of the ifle refort ; 

* And thence did put to lea with mirthfull rounds, 
4 Whereat the billowes dance above their bounds, 
4 And bearded goates, that on the clouded head 

* Of any fea-furvaying mountaine fed, 
4 Leaving to crop the ivy, lift'ning flood 
4 At thofe fweet ayres which did int»ance the flood. 
4 In jocund fort the goddefle thus they met. 
4 And after rev'rence done, all being fet 
4 Upon their fenny courfers, round her throne, 
€ And fhe prepar'd to cut the watry zone 
4 Ingirting Albion ; all their pipes were Hill, 
4 And * Colin Clout began to tone hi, quill, * Spenfer* 
4 With fu ch deepe art that every one was given 
4 To thinke Apollo (newly Hid from heav'n) 

* Had tane a humane fhape to win his love, 
c Or with the welterne fwain es for glory ftrove. 
4 He fung th'heroicke knights of Faiery land 
4 In lines fo elegant, of fuch command, 

4 That had the f Thracian plaid but halfe fo well f Orpheu^ 
4 He had not left Eurydice in hell. 
4 But ere he ended his melodious long 
4 An hoft of angels flew the clouds among, 
4 And rapt this Ay an from his attentive mates, 
4 To make him one of their aflbciates 
4 In heaven's faire quire : where now he fings the 
4 praife 

4 Of Him that is the first and last of dayes. 
4 Divincft Spenfer heav'n-bred, happy mufe I 
4 Would any power into my braine infufe 

* Thy worth, or all that poets had before, 
4 I could not praife till thou deferv'fl: no more. 
4 A dampe of wonder and amazement ftrooke 
4 Thetis attendants, many a heavy looke 
4 Follow'd fweet Spenfer, till the thick'ning ayre 
4 Sight's further pafiage flop'd. A paffionate teare 

* Fell from each nymph, no fhephcard's cheeke 
6 was dry, 

4 A dolefull dirge, and mournefull elegie 
4 Flew to the fhore. When mighty Nereus Queene 
4 (In memory of what was heard and feene) 
4 Imploy'd a factor (fitted well with flore 

* Of richefl jemmes, refined Indian ore) 
4 To raife, in honour of his worthy name, 
4 A Piramis, whofe head (like winged Fame) 
4 Should pierce the clouds, yea feeme the ftars to 

4 kiffe, 

4 And Maufolus' great toome might fhrovvd in his. 

* Her will had beene performance, had not Fate 
4 (That never knew how to commiferate) 
4 Suborn'd curs'd Avarice to lye in waite 
4 For that rich prey (gold is a taking baite) ; 
4 Who clofely lurking like a fubtile fnake 
4 Under the covert of a thorny brake, 
4 Seiz'd on the factor by fayre Thetis fent, 
4 And rob'd our Colin of his monument (8).* 

In the third pafloral, of the fame book, he thus 
Celebrates his native county, Devon (hire : 

4 Haile thou my native foile ! thou blefTed plot 
4 Whofe equall all the world afFordeth not ! 
4 Shew me who can ? fo many chriflall rils 
4 Such fweet-cloath'd vallies, or afpiring hils, 
4 Such wood-ground, paflures, quarries, wealthy 
4 mynes, 

4 Such rockes in whom the diamond fairely lhines; 
7 U 4 And 


(8) Work ?, 
Vol. ii, p, jj.ii 

4 2 > 43* 
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(f) Life pre. 
fixed to the hft 
edit, of his 
Works, p. S» 


BROWNE (William). 


(d) General 


John Glanvillc, who afterwards became eminent in the profeflion of the law, John Da- 
vies of Hereford, George Withers of Lincoln's Inn, Ben Jonlbn, and others (d). 
This work was extremely well received, and procured him a great reputation [D]. At 
the beginning of the year 1624, he returned to Exeter-college, and became tutor to 
Robert Dormer, Earl of Caernarvon [£]. On the 16th of November, in the fame year, 
he was created Matter of Arts - y and was ftyled in the public regifter of the univerfity, a 
man well fkilled in all kinds of polite literature, and ufeful arts, Fir omni htunana litera- 
ture! et bonarum artium cognitione inftruElus (e). After he had quitted the Univerfity with 
his pupil, he was patronized by William Earl of Pembroke [F], who had a great refpeft ow^i,Voi.i f 
for him, and took him into his family (f) and Wood fays, that < he got wealth, and co ' 


(e) Ibid. 
Wood's Fajil 


(9) Works, 
Vol. ii. p, 10S. 


* Robert of 
Gloucefter. 


(10) Bld.$. 146, 
147. 


' And if the earth can fhew the like agen; 
4 Yet will fhe faile in her fea- ruling men. 

* Time never can produce men to ore-take 

* The fames of Greenvil, Davies, Gilbert, Drake, 

* Or worthy Hawkins or of thoufands more 

f That by their powre made the Devonian more 

* Mocke the proud Tag us ; for whofe rich ell: fpoyle 

* The boafling Spaniard left the Indian foyle 

* Banckrupt of itore, knowing it would quit coll 

1 By winning this though all the reft were loft (9),' 

In the fourth paftoral, of the fame book, are the 
following lines : 

' Now Thetis ftayes to heare the fhepheards tell 
i Where Arthur met his death, and Mordred fell, 

* Of holy Urlula (that fam'd her age) 

' With other virgins in her pilgrimage, 

* And as fhe forwards ileeres is fhowne the rocke 

* Maine-Amber, to be fhooke with weaker! fliocke, 

* So equall is it poyz'd ; but to remove 

* All &rength would faile, and but an infant's 

' prove. 

* Thus while to pleafe her fome new fongs devife, 

* And others diamonds (fhaped angle-wife, 

* And fmooth'd by Nature, as (he did impart 

* Some willing time to trim herfelfe by Art) 
■ Sought to prefent her and her happy crew : 

* She of the Gulfe and Syllies tooke a view ; 

* And doubling then the point, made on away 
4 Towards goodly Severne and the Irifh Sea, 

* There meets a fhepheard that began fing o're 
' The lay which aged * Robert fung of yore, 

* In praife of England, and the deeds of fwaines 

* That whilome fed and rul'd upon our plaines. 

* The Britifh Bards were not then long time mute, 

* But to their fweet harps fung their famous Brute : 
c Striving in fpight of all the mills of eld 

« To have his ftory more autenticque held (10). ' . 

In the fecond pafloral, of the fecond book, is the 
following fonnet on the grief of Venus on account of 
the death of Adonis : 

' Venus by Adonis' fide 

* Crying kilt, and luffing cryde, 

' Wrung her hands and tore her hayre 

* For Adonis dying there. 

' Stay (quoth fhe), O flay and live ! 

* Nature furely doth not give 

* To th« earth her fvveetert flowres 

* To be feene but fome few houres. 

* Ori his face, flill as he bled 

* For each drop a teare /he ffoed, 

* Which fhe kilt or wipt away, 

€ Elfe had drown'd him where he lay, 

* Fairc rrofcrpina (quoth fhe) 

* Shall not have thee yet from me $ 

* Nor thy foule to flye begin 

' While my lips can keepe it in. 

* Here, Hie clos'd again. And forae 
Say, Apollo would have come 

' To have cur'd his wounded lym, 

* But that fhe bad fmother'd him (1 i). 5 

In the-nrit book of his Britannia's Paflorals our au- 
thor has introduced an elegy upon the death of Henry, 
Prince of Wales. 

[D] Procured him a great reputation.'] In the adver- 
tisement prefixed to the lafl edition of his Works, it 
was- (aid, * The author whofe works' are now offered 

* to the public, met with a fate uncommon and u'n- 

* merited by fb v £reat a genius. He who was admired 

* and Moved by all the bell writers of his time ; who 
'« was efleemed and recommended highly by the cri'ti- 

* cal fotifon. and the learned Selden, was, in a few 
' years after his death, aimofl forgotten.' 


Befides his Britannia's Paflorals, and his Shepherd's 
Pipe, he alfo wrote the Inner Temple Mafque, and fome 
other fmall poems, all which are printed in T. Da- 
vies's edition of his works. 

[£] Robert Dormer, Earl of Caernarvon.] This 
nobleman was killed in the civil war, at the battle of 
Newbury, on the 20th of September 1643 ; and the 
following character is given of him by Lord Claren- 
don. s He was a perfon with whofe great parts and 
virtue the world was not enough acquainted. Be- 
fore the war, though his education was adorned by 
travel, and an exacl obfervation of the manners of 
more nations, than our common travellers ufed to 
vifit (for he had, after the view of Spain, France, 
and mofl parts of Italy, fpent fome time in Tur- 
key, and thofe Eaftern countries), he feemed to be 
wholly delighted with thofe loofer exercifes of plea- 
fure, hunting, hawking, and the like; in which 
the nobility of that time too much delighted to excel. 
After the troubles begun, having the command of 
the full or fecond regiment of horfe, that was raifed 
for the King's fervice, he wholly gave himfelf up to 
the office and duty of a foldier ; no man more dili- 
gently obeying, or more dexteroufly commanding : 
for he was not only of a very keen courage in the 
expofing his perfon, but an excellent difcemer and 
purfuer of advantage upon his enemy. He had a 
mind and understanding very prefent in the article 
of danger, which is a rare benefit in that profefTion. 
Thofe infirmities, and that licence, which he had 
formerly indulged to himfelf, he put off with feve- 
rity, when others thought them excufable under the 
notion of a foldier. He was a great lover of juftice, 
and practifed it then moil deliberately, when he 
had power to do wrong : and fo flric"l in the ob- 
fervation of his word and promife, as a commander, 
that he could not be perfuaded to flay in the well, 
when he found it not in his power to perform the 
agreement he had made with Dorcheflcr and Wey- 
mouth. If he had lived, he would have proved a 
great ornament to that profeffion, and an excellent 
foldier, and by his death the king found a fenfible 
weaknefs in his army (12).' 

[F] He iv as patronized by William, Earl of Pern- 
Iroke.'] The character of this nobleman is drawn at 
large by Lord Clarendon ; and we fhall felecT: a few 81/0/1707. 
paffages concerning him from that noble writer. He 
was 1 the moll univerfally beloved and efleemed of any 
man of that age ; and having a great office in the 
court, he made the court itfelf better elleemed, and 
more reverenced in the country. And as he had a 
great number of friends of the bell men, fo no man 
had ever the confidence tp avow himfelf to be his 
enemy. He was a man very well bred, and of ex- 
cellent parts, and a graceful fpcaker upon any fub- 
jec*l, having a good proportion of learning, and a 
ready wit to apply it, and enlarge upon it : of a 
pleafant and facetious humour, and a difpoution 
affable, generous, and magnificent. He was 
mafler of a great fortune from his anceflors, and 
had a great addition by his wife, daughter and heir 
of the Earl of Shrcwfbury, which he enjoyed during 
his life, flic outliving him : but all ferved not his 
expence, which was only limited by his great mind, 
and occafions to ufe it nobly.' — 1 He was a great 
lover of his country, and of the religion, and juf- 
tice, which he believed could only fupport it ; and 
his friendships were only with men of thofe prin- 
ciples. And as his converfation was moft with men 
of the moft pregnant parts and underflanding, fo 
towards any fuch, who needed fupport^ or encou- 
ragement, though unknown, if fairly recommended 
to him, he was very liberal (i3)«* 


(12) Hift.of 

the Rebellion, 
Vol. ii. Parti* 
p. 350, edit. 


purehafed 


(13) Hid. of the 
Rebellion,Vol.i. 
Parti, p. 56, 57, 


(g) Athen. 
Oxon. ut far a. 


(b) Id.Md. 


BROWNE (Sir Thomas). 
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< purchafcd an eftate (g).* There are but very few particulars recorded of this ingeni- 
ous man, though his works were fo much celebrated in his own time ; and we can add 
nothing farther concerning him, excepting that the Oxford Hiftorian fays, that f as he 
c had a little body, fo a great mind (£).' Even the time of his death is uncertain, 
though it probably happened in the year 1645 [G]. A new edition of his works (/), 0) Tottaedl. 
which were become extremely fcarce [//], was publifhed by T. Davies, in 1772, in fomeX^uiotea 
three fmali volumes. In his Paftorals, there is much poetical imagery, and fometimcs l^**^' 
beautiful defcription, and his verfification is often very harmonious : but there is too Thomson, bte 
frequent a recurrence of falfe wit, and his fdeas and reprefentations are in many places ^^q^^ oU 
extremely fantaftical which may, perhaps, have prevented his writings from being 
more generally read and admired. Some of the defefts of Browne ought, however, to 
be attributed to the tafte of the age in which he lived ; nor can it juftly be denied, that 
he polTeffed great poetical merit.] T. 


(14.) Athen. 
Ox«n. Vol. i. 
col. 493. 


[G] // probably happened in the year 1645*] Wood 
fays, * In my fe arches I find that one Will. Browne 
c of Ottery St. Mary in Devon, died in the winter 

* time 1645, whether the fame with the poet, I am 
c hitherto ignorant (14).' It is very likely to have 
been the fame perfon, as he was a native of Devon- 
fhire, and had a flrong attachment to that county, 
and might therefore naturally be led to fix his resi- 
dence there in the latter part of his life. 

[H~\ His nvorks, which *were become extremely fcarce.} 
It is faid in the advertifement prefixed to the laft edi- 
tion of his Works, that 1 this admirable collection of 

* eclogues was become fo very fcarce, that if the Rev. 

* Mr. Tho. Warton had not lent his own copy to be 
1 transcribed, the public might have been deprived 

* of fo valuable a treafure.' 

Wood fays, that ' as he had honoured his country 
1 with his elegant and fvveet paftorals, fo was he ex- 


* peeled, and alfo entreated, a little farther to grace 

* it, by drawing out the line of his pontic anceftors, 
' beginning in Jofephus Ifcanius, and ending in him- 
1 felf ; but whether ever publifhed, having been all, 

* or moftly written, as 'twas faid, I know not (15).' 
Among Mr. Oldys's MSS. is alfo the following paf- 
fage relative to this intended work of W. Browne : 

* He was reputed a man not only the belt verfed in 
' the works and beauties of the Englifh poets, but 

* alfo in the hiftory of their lives and characters : 
' wherefore he was pitched and prevailed upon to 
' draw out the line of his poetic anceftors, from Jo- 
' fephus Ifcanius down to himfelf, which mnft have 
€ been a delectable and ufeful labour, from a man not 
€ only of his learning and tafte, but who had the ad- 

* vantage of living fo much nearer the times when 

* our molt renowned cultivators of Englifh poetry 
c adorned this ifle.' 


(15) A'hen. 
Oxon. ut fara 9 


(I) Memoirs of 
our author's Life 
by Mr. John 
Whitefuot, pre- 
fixed to the An- 
tiquities of Nor- 
wich. 

(d) Wood's 
Fafti Oxon. 
Vol. i. col. 235. 


(f) Life of Sir 
ThomasBrowne, 
p. %$ 


(0 Fafti Oxon. 
Vol. i. col. 233. 
*73- 

Athen. Oxon. 
Vol. ii, col. 713, 
714. 

(2 In his Pre- 
face to certain 
Mi feel! any 
Traftb by Sir 
Thoma Browne. 

(3) Antiquities 
of Norwich, 

p. 20. 

(4) Life of Sir 
ThomasBrowne, 
prefixed to his 
Pofthumous 
Works, p. xxiv. 

(5) Seethe Poft- 
humous Woiks 
of the learned 
Sir Thomas 
Browne, M. D. 
London, 1711, 


BROWNE (Sir Thomas), an eminent Englifh phyfician, and celebrated writer, 
of the XVIIth century, for whofe memoirs we have very ample materials, though here- 
tofore they have been but inaccurately written [/^]. " He was the fon of Mr. Thomas 
Browne, merchant of London, defcended from an ancient and genteel family of that 
name, feated at Upton in Chefhire. He was born October the 19th, 1605, in the pa- 
rifh of St. Michael, Cheapfide, in the city of London (#), and had the misfortune to 
lofe his father in his nonage, who left him however a confiderable fortune, in which he 
was injured not a little by one of his guardians (b). He was firft fent for education to 
Winchefter College, and thence removed to the Univerfity of Oxford, where he was 
entered a Fellow-Commoner of Broadgate's-Hall, foon after ftyled Pembroke College, 
in the beginning of the year 1623 (<:), took the degree of Bachelor of Arts, January 
the 31ft, 1626(d)) proceeded in due time to his degree of Mafter of Arts, entered on 
the phyfic line, and praftifed that faculty (e) for fome time in Oxfordfhire. His mo- 
ther having married Sir Thomas Dutton, a very worthy gentleman, who enjoyed an ho- 
nourable pofl in the government of Ireland, Mr. Browne went over with him into that 
ifland, where he accompanied him in a vifitation of all the fortrelTes of the kingdom, 
which heightening his natural inclination to travel, he went over to France, made fome 
ftay at Montpellier, and then making the tour of Italy, and rcfiding fome time at Pa- 
dua, he returned into Holland, and took his degree of Doftor in Phyfic in the Univer- 
fity of Leyden (f). We have no certain account when he came back into England , but 
it muft have been earlier than moil of our writers have placed it. I think it might be 
about the year 1634 (g) •> but I can fay nothing as to the place of his refidence, unlefs 


(d) Life of Sir 
T. Browne, pre- 
fixed to his An- 
tiquities of Nor- 
wich. 


(c) Life of Sir 
Thomas 
Browne, before 
mentioned, p. z* 
(e) Wood's 
Ath. Oxon. 
Vol, i. col. 713, 


(g) See this 
fact eftabliflied 
in note [£Q. 


[J] Inaccurately written.] The collections made 
by the induftrious Anthony Wood, in reference to 
the life of Sir Thomas Browne, are remarkably full, 
an J more regular' than is common with that author 
(1). Dr. Tenifon, who publifhed part of our au- 
thor's works, contents himfelf with faying fomething 
briefly as to his character, becaufe it was expected 
that an intimate friend of Sir Thomas's would publifh 
his life at large (2). This intimate friend was, very 
probably, the Rev. Mr. John V/hitefoot, Rector of 
Heigham in Norfolk, whom I find mentioned as 
fuch by Sir Thomas himfelf (3), and who, in all 
probability, preached his funeraUfermon. His mi- 
nutes for that life confifting chiefly of the facts made 
ufe of in his fermon, are ftill preferved, and were 
publifhed by the editor of our author's Pofthumous 
Works (4), who has alfo prefixed a fhort Life of Sir 
Thomas to that piece (5). Father Niceron has like- 
wife given us, in his manner, a fketch c*f this gentle- 
man's life (6), which has been canvafled by many 
other foreigners, as will be Ihewn hereafter. My 


reafon for taking notice of thefe facts, is plainly this, 
that the reader may not be furprifed at the unufual 
length of this article. The worth of this gentleman, 
and the excellency of his writings, might well juftify 
the pains that have been taken to fet his hiftory in a 
true light, and to rectify the miftakes that have been 
made about them : but the principal motive which 
led us to this copious account, is, the notice taken 
by foreigners of our author and his works, which has 
been fuch as few Englifhmen have met with ; and it 
feems to be a reflection on his countrymen, that while 
his fame is fo great abroad, there fhould be nothing 
of this fort worthy of his memory performed at home. 
In order to wipe ofF this reflection, the utmoft in- 
duflry has been ufed in collecting and digefting what- 
ever might be neceflary to fatisfy the curious and in- 
telligent perufer ; and if this has grown to a greater 
bulk than is common, it muft be afcribed to the au- 
thor's ex ten five reputation, and to the numerous cir- 
cumftances worthy of remembrance which occur in 
the hiftory of his life and writings. 

it 


(6) Memoire* 
pour fervir a 
l'Hiftoire des 
Hommes Illuft. 
Tom. xxiii. 
P- 353- 
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BROWNE (Sir Thomas). 


(}) Wood's 
Fafti Ox'>n. 
Vol. i. col. 273, 


(k) See Mr. 
Whitet'oot's 
Memoirs of our 
author, before 
cited. 


(I) See this ex- 
plained in the 
note [D]. 


(m) Pemarks 
upon modern 
Authors, by 
J. D. p. 195. 


(7) This letter 
is prefixed to the 
Religio Medi r, 
19 uur authors 
Works. 


it was in London \B\ In 1635 he wrote his Religio Medici, or at leaft made the firft 
fketch of it, which afterwards being handed about in manufcript, at laft ftole abroad 
(though very incorre&ly) in print (b) [C]. In 1636 he fettled himfelf at Norwich, by (b) See sir 
the perfuafion of his old tutor, Dr. Thomas Lulhington, who was Re£tcr of Burnham- Jm™"^*' 
Weftgate, not far from thence, and on the invitation of Sir Nicholas Bacon, and other in his Preface 
principal perfons of the county; and the year following, was incorporated as Doftor of tothat P lccc ' 
Phytic at Oxford (/). He had impaired his fortune pretty much while abroad, though 
he had increafed his learning and experience ; and, therefore, he applied himfelf with 
the more diligence to his pradtice, which fbon became very extenfive, not a little fur- 
thered perhaps by his marrying a lady, whofe maiden name was Mileham, of a very 
confiderable family in Norfolk (k). This change in his condition happened in 1641, 
and he enjoyed the fociety of this lady, equally diftinguifhed by the graces of her body 
and mind, one and forty years. It does not appear that he had any inclination to be 
known to the world as an author, but was rather forced to it, by the unforefeen acci- 
dent of the Religio Medici's being printed furreptitioufly, and being fo much taken no- 
tice of, as to engage the Earl of Dorfet to recommend it to the perufal of the famous 
Sir Kenelm Digby, who not only read it over, but alfo wrote notes upon it in the fpace 
of a night (I) [D]. There hardly ever was a book publifhed in Britain, that made more 
noife than the Religio Medici. The novelty of the title, the brilliancy of its fentiments, 
and the neat turn of the language, ftruck the lovers of polite literature with unufual de- 
light. But as we rarely fee pieces of this nature received with great applaufe, and yet 
remain exempt from the attacks of envy, fo in this cafe anfwers quickly appeared; and 
we may fafely affirm, that few things have been more commended on the one hand, or 
on the other more eagerly cenfured (m) [£]. The tranflation of it into Latin, which 

was 


(8) Seethe 
Epifllc to the 
reader prefixed 
to the Rclgio 
Medici, 

(9) Religio Me* 
dici, P. ii* § IX. 

(10) Bid. § 5. 

(11) Ibid. § 8. 
(1 a) Bid, § I. 


(ij) This letter 
ftands before the 
Edigio Medici, in 
the. laft edition 
or* our author's 
Works, foU 
1686. 


[B~\ Unlefs it was in London.] In a letter to Sir 
Kenelm Digby, dated from Norwich, March 3d, 
1642, Sir Thomas himfelf fays (7), that the Religio 
Medici was written many years before. In his epiftle 
to the reader, he limits this to about feven years. In 
the piece itfelf he obferves, that his life had been hi- 
therto but a reftlefs pilgrimage, and that he had but 
very lately leifure to make reflections ; from all which 
it is evident, that he wrote this treatife in 1635 ; and 
therefore he mull have been in England that year, or 
the year before. Mr. Wood feems to think, that he 
did not fettle at Norwich till about the time of his 
being incorporated Doctor of Phyfic at Oxford : but 
the fact is otherwife ; as appears by his monumental 
infeription, where it is faia that he prattifed phyfic 
there forty-fix years. Thefe are, it mull be confefled, 
but trivial circumitances ; and yet there is no reafon 
that we mould not be right in thefe, as well as in 
matters of greater moment, and the rather, becaufe 
hitherto thefe miflakes have paft unobferved. 

[C] Though very incorrectly , in print.] This piece, 
which was the firft elTay of our author's pen, was 
written for his private exercife and fatisfaction ; then 
being communicated to one, it became, as he tells 
us, common to irfany ; and was, by ^ tranfeription, 
fuccemvely corrupted, until it arrived in a molt de- 
praved copy at the prefs (8). It contains abundance 
of curious particulars relating to himfelf. ^ He tells 
us therein, that his life was a miracle of thirty years, 
which to relate, were not a hiikuy but a piece of po- 
etry, and would found to common ears like a fable 
(9).' He obferves, that he was at that time unmar- 
ried ; nay, he fays plainly, I never yet call a true 
affection on a woman (10). He informs us likewife, 
that he underilood fix languages (11) ; that he had 
been a great traveller (1 2) ; and many other little 
circumliances, which abundantly mew the truth of 
his aflertion, that he never intended it mould appear 
in print- The confideration, however, of thefe pe- 
culiarities affords us fuch means of entering into his 
character, and of forming a true idea of the nature 
and excellency of that little treatife, as will enable us 
to underftand it better than any commentary could 
have done. 

[ D] In the fpace of a night.] Whoever has read and 
confvdered the obfervations of this learned Knight, 
would be inclined to doubt the truth of the fact, if 
we had not Sir Kenelm's authority for it, in his an- 
fwer to that letter from Sir Thomas Browne before 
cited, wherein he gives the following diftinft and 
particular account of the matter (13). * I verily be - 
< lieve there is fome miftake in the information given 
« you, and that what is printing' muftbe from fome 
« other pen than mine : for fuch reflections as I made 
« upon your learned and ingenious difcourfe, are fo 


f far from meriting the prefs, as they can tempt fio- 
tf body to a ferious reading of them : they were notes 
1 nattily fet down, as I fuddenly ran over your excel- 

* lent piece, which is of fo weighty a fubject, and fo 
c ftrongly penned, as requireth much time, and fharp 

* attention but to comprehend it : whereas what I 

* wrote, was the employment but of one fitting ; and 
c there was not twenty-four hours between my re- 

* ceiving my Lord of Dorfet' s letter, that occafioned 

* what I faid, and the fmiihing my anfwer to him; 

* and yet part of that time was taken up in procuring 
( your book, which he defired me to read, and give 

* him an account of; for, till then, I was fo unhappy 

* as never to have heard of that difcourfe. If that 

* letter ever comes to your view, you will fee the 

* high value I fet upon your great parts ; and if it 
f fhould be thought I have been fomething too bold 

* in differing from your fenfe, I hope I mall eafily 
1 obtain pardon, when it mall be confidered, that his 
' Lordlfrip affigned it me, as an exercitation to op- 
1 pofe in it for entertainment, fuch paflages as 1 
' might judge capable thereof; wherein what liberty 
' I took, is to be attributed to the fecurity of a pri- 
f vate letter, and to my not knowing (nor my Lord's) 

* the perfon whom it concerned.' This letter is dated 
from Winchefter-Houfe, where the author was pri- 
foner, March 20, 1642. 

[E] More eagerly cenfured,] It may not be ami fs to 
begin with a fuccinct and impartial character of this 
book, which fo much alarmed the public at its firft 
appearance, and which the learned have never ceafed 
to talk of fince (14)* € The Religio Medici may pafs jj^] A Century 
1 for a treatife, on which it is extremely hard to pafs of ftiort Charac- 

* any judgment. It is to weak heads, perhaps, a 
' dangerous, to proper judges a moll falutary coun- 
1 fellor. It is the picture of the author's mind painted 
9 by himfelf ; and who would not rejoice to fee fo 

* fair a piece drawn by fo fine a pencil r It is a noble 

* reprefentation of human nature as it is, and who 
g can be untouched at the fight of what fo nearly con- 
( cerns him ? It is a brave attempt to bring down 

* thofe fubjects, which have been fuppofed to be fu- 

* perior to man's intellects, within the view of his 
4 reafon ; and though not near enough to acquaint 
1 him with their nature, yet within fuch a fpace as to 

* delight him with their profpect. Who then that 
1 conliders this, but muft own an obligation to the 

* author? If Angularities, prejudices, extravagan- 
1 cies, wild excurfions, and fometimes gloomy re- 
1 flections, ftrike us, let us flrictly examine whether 

* the fault lies in us or in him ; we ought not too 

* readily to exalt our own, at the expence of his judg- 
c ment. If we meet with ftrange thoughts, free re- 
1 marks, difagreeable difcoveries, Jet us bring them 
1 to the touchflone of truths and remember, that 

* though 
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was the pure effedt of a gentleman's value for the piece, though he had no knowledge 
of the author, fpread the book throughout all Europe, firft among the learned, who*" 
differed widely in their opinions, fome applauding, others condemning it, and then 
through the general mafs of readers, by various tranflations into mod of the languages 
See the Pre- of Europe («) [F]. As this contributed to raife the author's reputation, for wit, learn- 
ing, and a fingular folidity of judgment, it fub jetted him, at the fame time, to the im- 
putation of Atheifm, efpecially amongft foreigners; fome having charged it Upon him 
as a crime, the proofs of which were to be found in this book (0) j and others vindicat- 
ing him from that afperfion ; yet with fuch tendernefs for themielves, that they are con- 
tent to leave fome (lain upon him as to herefy, though, perhaps, *never any man, of his 
abilities and learning, gave ftronger proofs of fincere belief* Of thefe cenfurers we fhall 
in the notes give fome account [G]. It is fufficient to obferve here, that the very dif- 

pute 


(0) RelmmannI 
Hiftor Atheifmi, 
p. 446. 


(*S) TVs ap- 
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Ath. Oxon. 
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* though anatomies of human bodies are frequent, 

* yet we are rarely called to the di flection of a human 

* foul. If his fentiments feem too fine fpun, his 

* conjectures briflc, his difquifitions daring, his de- 
' fcriptions aftonifhing, and his flights prodigious, 

* let us confider that Columbus told flrange talcs 

* when he returned firft from his new world. In 

* fliort, he has undertaken a hard tafk, viz. to make 

* us, in fome meafure, acquainted with the eflence 
c as well as attributes of God, the nature of angels, 

* the myfteries of Providence, the divinity of the 

* Scriptures, and which is, perhaps, mod difficult of 

* all, with ourfelves. How eafily he might miftake, 

* how often he muft feem obfeure, how frequently 

* digrefs from vulgar tracks, every candid critic will 

* conceive, and therefore more eafily excufe. To 
■ conclude, our author fhares the fortune of fuch as 

* are diflinguifhed by exalted merit: fuch as tafte his 
' excellencies, magnify him beyond meafure, while 

* thofe who want the power of digefting his ftrong 
€ fentences, revenge themfelves on his character, and 
c intimate fuch fufpicions as are bred only in igno- 

* rant heads, and are publilhed merely from malevo- 

* lence of heart- With the pious and the wife, Re- 

* ligio Medici will always be efteemed the Gofpel of 

* Realbn (15).' The furreptitious edition of this 
book, which made the true one neceflary, was printed 
in the winter "of 1642, and the genuine edition did 
not come out till the fpring following (16). By the 
year 1685, it had run through eight editions, and 
there have come out feveral fince (17) . The firft anno- 
tations that were written upon it, fell from the pen of 
Sir Kenelm Digby, in the night of the 22d of De- 
cember 1642. They are addrefled to the Earl of Dor- 
fet, though to fay the truth, it is rather a refutation, 
in many refpecls, than an explanation ; and yet, 
upon the whole, he confefles the Religio Medici to be 
a very learned and excellent piece, and fpeaks every 
where with much veneration of its author's great 
abilities. The later editions of the book are ufually 
accompanied with a very complete body of notes, ori- 
ginally written in 1644, though frequently retouched 
for ten years after. Who the author was of thefe an- 
notations remains ftill a fecret ; but that they were 
not written under the direction of the author, as one 
mio-ht be eafily tempted to think they were, from 
their being bound up in his works, appears from 
hence, that now and then he miftakes the fenfe of 
his author. Soon after it was publifhed, it was at- 
tacked by Alexander Rofs, who wrote an exprefs 
treatife againft it, under the title of Medicus medic at us, 
or the Phyfician cured (iS) ; but it was far from meet- 
ing with fuccefs. There never were, indeed, men 
more unequally matched, than Dr. Browne and Mr. 
Rofs ; the former having all the advantages of ftrong 
parts and lively wit, the latter fcarcely any other qua- 
lification than a confufed erudition grounded on a la- 
borious courfe of reading without tafte, penetration, 
or judgment, at leaft in any degree of comparifon 
with the author he cenfures. 

[F] Moft of the languages of Europe.'] As to the firft 
veriion of it into Latin, it was made in 1644, and 
publiftied in Holland, but with fome difficulty, as 
appears from the following letter, written to Dr. 
Browne by the author of that tranflation, dated from . 
Magdalen- College in Cambridge, October 1, 1649. 

* It met with fome demur in the firft impreffion at 

* Leyden, and upon this occafion, one Haye, a 

* book-merchant there to whom I firft offered it, car- 
« ried it to Salmafius for his approbation, who, in 

Vol. II. 


* ftate, firft laid it by for very near a quarter of a 
4 year, and then at laft told him, that there were in- 

* deed in it many things well faid, but that it con- 

* tained alfo many exorbitant conceptions in religion, 

* and would probably find but frowning entertain- 
€ ment, efpecially amongft the Minifters ; which de- 

* terred him from undertaking the printing. After 

* I Ihewed it two more, De Vogel and Christian, 

* both printers ; but they, upon advice, returned it 

* alfo ; from thefe I went to Hackius, who, upon 

* two days deliberation, undertook it (19).' It came 
quickly to a fecond edition, and in 1652 it was 
printed at Strasbourg, with a large body of notes 
written by a learned German, whofe name was Le- 
vinus Nicolaus Moltkenius. In his preface this writer 
obferves, that he was firft led to the perufal of this 
book by the reception it met with from the beft 
judges ; that England, France, Italy, Holland, and 
Germany rung with its applaufe ; and much more 
to the fame purpofe. About 1 568 it was printed in 
French, having been before t ran ft a ted into Italian, 
High-Dutch, and Low, and is ftill read with the 
higheft fatisfaction by perfons of true genius, though 
the fenfe and fpirit of the author have been not a 
little injured by tranflations from tranflations ; none 
but the Latin being made from the original, and that 
too having confiderable deficiencies. 

[G] In the notes glue fome account.] The firft writer 
of note that we find detracting from our author's me- 
rit, is the famous Guy Patin, who, in a letter of his, 
dated from Paris, April 7th, 1645, gives his judg- 
ment on the Religio Medici in the following words : 
< The book in titled Religio Medici is in high credit 
■ here. The author has wit ; there are abundance 

* of fine things in that book ; he is a humourift whofe 

* thoughts are very agreeable, but who, in my opi- 

* nion, is to feek for a mafter in religion as many 
c others 'are, and in the end, perhaps, may find 
' none. One may fay of him, as Philip de Comines 
' did of the founder of the Minimes, a hermit of Ca- 
1 labria, Francis de Paula, he is fill alive, and may 

* groiv avorfe as <wcll as better (20).' I Ihould not 
have cited this pan* age, but that I find it has made 
fome impreflion on the French critics, and even upon 

(21) Mr. Bayle, which is the more wonderful, fince 
he could not but know that Patin fcarcely fpoke well 
of any body, and was a fmatterer himfelf ; one who 
dipped into books, and then decided upon them, 
which eafily accounts for his notions of the Religio 
Medici and its author. Yet this ftroke of French cen- 
fure is but gentle, in comparifon of the correction 
given our author, and his writings, by German pens 

(22) . One Tobias Wagner is pleafed to fay, that 
the feeds of Atheiftical impiety are fo fcattered 
through this book, that it can hardly be read without 
danger of infection. Two other learned men of the 
fame nation (23), Muller and (24) Reifer, agree with 
him in palling fentence on our author as an Atheift. 
The very learned John Francis Buddeus is a little 
more moderate : for though he puts Sir Thomas 
Browne's name into the lift of Englifli Atheifts, in 
conjunction with Lord Herbert of Cherbury, Tho- 
mas Hobbes, and John Toland, yet he is pleafed to 
add, that as for Thomas Browne, though he is not 
free from the fufpicion of abfolute indifference in re- 
ligion, yet from the charge of Atheifm he ought cer- 
tainly to be acquitted (25). But the no lefs learned 
James Frederick Reimmannus, who alfo wrote very 
largely on Atheifm, and of fuch as have been juftly 
or unjuftly fufpected thereof, has taken great pains to 
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putc was. favourable to his charadter as an author, and made his fubfequent writings ap- 
pear with the greater luftre. He publifhed in 1646, his Treatife on Vulgar Errors, in- 
tided by himfelf Pfeudodoxia Epidemica \ or, Enquiries into very many received Tenets, and 
commonly prrfumed Truths (p). This was a book as lingular in its way as the former, and 
was read with equal avidity, by fuch as were capable of under/landing the diverfity of 
fubjefts which are therein treated [#]. This too met with anfwers, written with more 
heat than learning, and with much ftronger marks of pafiion than concern for truth [/]. 
We need not wonder, therefore, that fuch oppofition contributed rather to the fame of 
this performance, than any way affefted its credit 5 efpecially fince foreigners have una- 
nimouQy declared in its favour, and bellowed the higheft praifes on the author's wifdom, 


f ?6) Hiftoria 
Univerfalis A- 
theifmi & Au- 
thorum falfo & 
merito fufpec- 
txmim, p. 44S. 
(27) Index Li- 
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wipe off not only the former, but the latter afperfion 
from our author, and has very fairly (hewn the true 
ftate of the cafe ; that the Religio Medici has been 
condemned by fome without reading it carefully, and 
by others for want of underftanding what they did 
read (26). In a fubfequent note, I fhall have occa- 
fxon to mention a ftill larger defence of our author, 
written by an illuftrious foreigner. Here, perhaps, 
it may not be amifs to add, that the Religio Medici, 
as foon as it was publilhed in Latin, had a place 
given it in the Index Expurgatorius (27), though the 
French tranilator wrote a long preface, to prove that 
the author was very favourably inclined to the Church 
of Rome, 

[H] Which are therein treated.] This noble monu- 
ment of our author's learning confills of feven books. 
In the firft he confiders the general caufes of vulgar 
errors, wherein with equal penetration he difcovers, 
and patience purfues, thefe fources of error, till he 
has fully defcribed the courfe of the ftreams to which 
they fwell. In the remaining books .he treats of par- 
ticular errors : in the fecond of fuch as relate to mi- 
neral and vegetable bodies, in the third as to animals, 
with refpeft to man in the fourth, in the fifth of 
things queftionable in pictures, of geographical and 
philofophical errors in the fixth, and of fuch as are 
hiftorical in the feventh. As to the author's inten- 
tion in this treatife, and how much farther he has pro- 
fecuted his fubject than other writers handling it be- 
fore him, together with the obligation he thought 
himfelf under of defending what he wrote, informa- 
tion may be belt received from his own pen. c We 

* hope (fays he in his epiftle to the reader prefixed to 
4 the fixth edition, printed in 1673) it will not be un- 

* confidered, that we find no open track or conftant 

* manudu&ion in this labyrinth ; but are oft-times 

* fain to wander in the America and untravelled 
' paths of truth. For though not many years paft, 

* Dr. Primrofe hath made a learned difcoiyfe of vul- 
' gar errors in phyfic, yet have we difcufifed but two 

* or three thereof. Scipio Mercurii hath alfo left an 

* excellent tract in Italian concerning popular errors, 
' but confining himfelf only to thole in phyfic, he 

* hath little conduced unto the generality of our doc- 

* trine Lauren tius^foubertus by the fame title led 

* our expectations into thoughts of great relief ; 

* whereby, notwithftanding, we reaped no advan- 

* tage, it anfwering fcarce at all the promife of the 
' infeription. Nor perhaps, if it were yet extant, 

* mould we find any further afliftance from that anci- 

* ent piece of Andreas, pretending the fame title. 

* And therefore* we are often conftrained to ftand 

* alone againft the ftrength of opinion, and to meet 

* Goliah and giant of authority, with contemptible 

* pibbles, and feeble arguments drawn from the fcrip 

* and flender Hock of ourfelves. Nor have we in- 

* deed fcarce named any author whofe name we do 
1 not honour ; and if detraction could invite us, dif- 
' cretion furely would contain us from any deroga- 

* tory intention, where higheft pens and friendlefs 

* eloquence muft fail in commendation. Andthere- 
- fore, alfo, we cannot but hope the equitable confi- 

* derations and candour of reafonable minds. We 

* cannot expect the frown of theology herein ; nor 
c can they which behold the prefent ftate of things, 

* and controverfy of points fo long received in divi- 
■ nity, condemn our fober enquiries in the doubtful 

* appurtenances of arts and receptaries of philofophy. 

* Surely philologers and critical difcourfers, who look 
1 beyond the Ihell and obvious exteriors of things, 

* will not be angry with our narrower explorations. 

* And we cannot doubt our brothers in phyfic, whofe 

* knowledge in naturals will lead them into a nearer 
4 apprehenlion of many things delivered, will friendly 


* accept, if not. countenance our endeavours. Nor 

* can we conceive it may be unwelcome unto thofe 

* honoured worthies who endeavour the advancement 

* of learning, as being likely to find a clearer pro- 
6 greflion, when fo many rubs are levelled, and many 
' untruths taken off, which paffing as principles with 
' common beliefs, difturb the tranquillity of axioms, 

* which otherwife might be raifed. And wife men 
' cannot but know, that arts and learning want this 
' expurgation ; and if the courfe of truth be permitted 
' unto itfelf, like that of time and uncorrected com- 
' putations, it cannot efcape many' errors, which du- 
' ration ftill enlargeth. Laftly, we are not magifte- 
4 rial in opinions, nor have we, dictator like, ob- 
f truded our conceptions ; but in the humility of en- 

* quiries or difquifitions, have only propofed them 
' unto more ocular difcerners ; and therefore opini- 
c ons are free, and open it is for any to think or de- 
e clare the contrary : and we mall fo far encourage 
' contradiction, as to promife no difturbance, or re- 

* oppofe any pen that fhall fallacioufly or caprioufly 

* refute us ; that fhall only lay hold of our lapfes, 
' fingle our digreflions, corollaries, or ornamental 
1 conceptions, to evidence his own in as indifferent 

* truths, and fhall only take notice of fuch, whofe 
c experimental and judicious knowledge fhall fo- 
' lemnly look upon it, not only to deftroy of ours, 

* but to eftablifh of his own ; not to traduce or ex- 
e tenuate, but to explain and dilucidate, to add and 

* ampliate, according to the laudable cuftom of the 
1 ancients in their fober promotions of learning ; 

* unto whom, notwithftanding, we fhall not conten- 

* tioufly rejoyn, or only to juftify our own, but to 

* applaud or confirm his maturer aflertions ; and fhall 
' confer what is in us unto his name and honour; 
' ready to be fwallowed in any worthy enlarger, as 
' having acquired our end, if any way, or under any 
' name, we may obtain a work fo much defired, and 

* yet defiderated of truth.' 

[/] Than concern for truth.] The firft of thefe ap- 
peared under this title, Arcana Microcofmi, or the hid 
Secrets of Man 1 s Body difcovcrcd in an anatomical Duel 
between Arijiotle and Galen, concerning the Parts there- 
of ; as alfo hy a Difcovery of the ft range and marvelous 
Difeafes, Symptoms, and Accidents of Man's Body. 
With a Refutation of Dr. Browne's Vulgar Errors, the 
Lord Bacon's Natural Hi/lory, and Dr. Harvey's Book 
De Generatione, Comenius, and others ; nvhereunto is 
annexed, a Letter from Dr. Primrofe to the Author, and 
his Anfiver thereto, touching Dr. Har*vey y s Book De 
Generatione. By A. R. i. e. Alexander Rofs. Lon- 
don, 1652. By tranferibing this whole title, it ap- 
pears that the author had a great inclination to diftin- 
guifh himfelf by combating the opinions of famous 
men. He was a fort of knight-errant in the learned 
world, whofe Dulcinea was Antiquity. Much of this 
humour appears in the manner of printing his book, 
the running title of which, to page 92, is, The hid 
Secrets of Man's Body difco vered ; from 92 to 207, Dr. 
Browne'/ Vulgar Errors refuted and anfwere/l ; from. 
224 to 243, a Refutation of Dr. Harvey and Fernelius ; 
from ?44 to 265, a Refutation of the Lord Bacon's Na- 
tural Hi/lory ; and thence to the end of the book, a 
Refutation of Comenius. Yet on the whole it muft be 
allowed, that this is far from being fo mean a piece 
as many have reprefented it. There is in.it a great 
deal of vanity, and more fpleen ; but withal there 
wants not truth, learning, and fome fenfe. There 
was another Anfwer publifhed, under the following 
title (28) : Eudoxa, feu ^uaflionum quarundam Mifcel- 
lanearum Examcn probabile, &c. London, 1656, 8vo, 
written by John Robinfon, M. D. But this did its 
author no great honour, and had not merit enough 
to make it much known in the world, 


(28) Wood's 
Ath. Oxon. 
Vol. ii, coU 7131 


learnings 


fq) Wood's 
Ath. Oxon. 
VoL ii. coi. 713. 


fr) See the Life 
of Sir Thomas 
Browne, pre- 
fixed to his An- 
tiquities of Nor- 
wich. 
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learning, and penetration, of which abundant teftimonies may be produced [Jtj. The 
profound learning difcovered in this laft book, induced fome mercenary fcribbler, of 
which that age, as well as this, wanted not one in every corner, to make free with our 
author's name, by prefixing it to a book, which he not only never wrote, but without 
all doubt would never have read, confidering its bombaft and foolifh title [L] and yet 
our author contented himfelf with hinting this deceit to the public in the fofteft and mo- 
defteft terms, and without exprefling the lead refentment againft fo impudent an im- 
poftor In 1658, he publiflied Hydriotapbia, Urne Burial 5 or, a Difcourfe of the Se- 

pulchral Urnes, lately found in Norfolk. Together with the Garden of Cyrus, or the quincun- 
cial Lozenge, or Net-Work Plantations of the /indents, artificially, naturally, myjlically con- 
Jidered. With fundry Obfervations. The firft of thefe treadles he dedicated to Thomas 
Le Gros, Efq; afterwards Sir Thomas Le Gros, of Croftwick ; and the latter to Ni- 
cholas Bacon, of Gillingham, Efq. Both are dated from Norwich, May 1, 1658, and 
fhew that he lived in the ftri£teft intimacy and warnneft friendship with the worthieft of 
his neighbours. Thefe treatifes are in themfelves extremely curious, and abound with 
noble, uncommon, and ufeful obfervations (r) [M] ; fo that we need not wonder they 
have been fo often cited, and fo much admired.- His readinefs to afford any afliftance 
in his power, to fuch of the learned as were engaged in great and laborious undertak- 
ings, procured him the correfpondence of abundance of great men, both at home and 
abroad. Sir William Dugdale applied to him for his affiftance, when he was compofing Norwich, in 
that work of his which has been thought to do him molt honour, and many of the let- d^the^itieof* 
ters that pa (Ted between them have been made public (s) [TV]. His foreign correfpond- ThePofthumous 
encies extended as far as Iceland, where dwelt his good friend and intimate acquaint- ThTrn'sBrowne. 


(i) Thefe are 
printed with his 
Antiquities of 


{29) Polyhiftor. 

II. 2, 1, 9. 

III. 5, x, 10, 


(30) Hiftoria 
Universalis 
Atheifmi, p. 
448. 


(31) Memoires 
pour fervir a 
THiitoirc de3 
Hommes Illuft. 
' Tom. xxiii. 
P« 357* 


(31) Ath. Oxon. 
Vol. ii. col. 713. 


(33) Printed at 
the end of his 
treatife, inti- 
tled, The Gar- 
den of Cyrus, 


[K] Abundaiit tejlimcnies may be produced.] It is 
fomewhat furprifing, that fo very learned a treatife 
as this, and which its author once thought to have 
publifhed in Latin, mould never have been tranflated 
into that language ; which however has not hindered 
it from being very well known abroad. It was firft 
tranflated into Low-Dutch by John Grundal, and 
printed at Amfterdam, in i663, 8vo. It was after- 
wards publifhed in High-Dutch by a noble author : 
for though in the title-page of the book, printed at 
Nuremberg, in 1680, 4to, the tranflator calls him- 
felf Chriftopher Peganius, yet this was only according 
to the mode of Germany, the true author being 
Chriftian Knorr, Baron of Rofenroth. The judicious 
Morhof (29) fpeaks of this work of our author's 
twice, with all pofTible marks of approbation and 
efteem. ' No modern author, fays he, has treated 
' this fubjecl: more accurately or copioufly. In his 

* firft book he learnedly enquires into the general 

* caufes of error, and in his fucceeding books he not 

* only difcourfes of the miftakes which are crept into 
' natural philofophy, but fuch alfo as have corrupted 

* hiftory, theology, mechanic arts, and phyuc.' 
The famous Reimmannus (30) delivers himfelf in 
thefe terms. c As he excelled in theoretical and prac- 

* tical Divinity, fo he fhone no lefs in philofophy, 
e wherein he emulated Hercules, and undertaking 
' by his Pfeudodoxia Epidemica to clear the fciences 
6 from errors, he fell nothing fhort of the other's la- 
c bour in cleanfing the Augean Stable.* Father Ni- 
ceron(3i) fpeaking of this book fays, 4 That it is 
' an excellent work, and contains abundance of cu- 

* rious things.' 

[_L] Confidering its bombaft and foolijb title.'] This 
book called itfelf Nature's Cabinet unlocked ; wherein 
is difcovered the natural Caufes of Metals, Stones, pre- 
cious Earth, Sec. London, 1657, i2mo. Mr. Wood's 
character of this book is, ' That it is a dull worth- 

* lefs thing, Hole for the moft part out of the Phyfics 
' of Magirus, by a very ignorant perfon, a Plagiary 
' fo illiterate and unfkilful in his author, that not 

* diftinguifliing between Ice vis and levis, in the faid 

* Magirus, hath told us of the liver ; that one part 

* of it is gibbous, and the other light ; and yet he 

* had the confidence to call this fcribble Nature's Ca~ 
1 binet unlocked, an arrogant and fanciful title, of which 

* our author's true humility would no more have fuf- 
' fered him to have been the father, than his great 
< learning could have permitted him to have been 
« the author of the faid book (32).' Dr. Browne in 
an advertifement, as from the Stationer, difclaims it 
thus : ' I cannot omit to advertife, that a book was 
1 publifhed not long fince, intitled, Nature's Cabinet 
<\ unlocked, bearing the name of this author: if any 

* man have been benefited thereby, this author is not 
« fo ambitious as to challenge the honour thereof, as 
« having no hand in that work (33).' 

[M] Uncommon and ufeful objervations.] The firft 


treatife concerning Urn Burial was occafioned by the 
digging up between 40 and 50 of thefe monuments of 
antiquity in a field of Old Walfingham, in the latter 
end of the year 1657, or the beginning of 1658. 
Thefe urns were depofited in a dry and fa ndy foil not 
a yard deep, and at no great diftance from each other. 
They were not exactly fimilar, nor much unlike. 
Some contained two pounds of bones, diftinguifhable 
in fculls, ribs, jaws, thigh-bones, and teeth, with 
frefh impreflions of combuftion, belides extraneous 
fubftance, like pieces of fmall boxes or combs hand- 
fomely wrought, handles of fmall brafs inftruments, 
brafen nippers, and in one fome kind of opal. Near 
the fame plot of ground, for about fix yards compafs, 
were digged up coals and incinerated fubftances, which 
begat conjecture that this was the UlUna, or place of 
burning their bodies, or fome facrificing place unto 
the manes, which was properly below the furfacc of 
the ground, as the arae and altars unto the gods and 
heroes were above it. That thefe were the urns of 
Romans, from the common cuftom and place where 
they were found, is no obfeure conjecture ; being not 
far from a Roman garrifon, and but five miles from 
Brancafter, fet down by ancient record under the 
name of Brannodunum ; and where the adjoining 
town, containing feven parifhes, in no very different 
found, but Saxon termination, ftill retains the name 
of Burnham ; which being an early ftation, it is not 
improbable the neighbour parts were filled with ha- 
bitations, either of Romans themfelves, or Britons 
romanifed, who obferved the Roman cuftoms. 

[N] Have been made public] Thefe letters were 
written partly in the autumn of the year 1658, and 
partly in the fpring of 1659, and contain abundance 
of curious particulars in relation to our antiquities. 
They were publifhed among the pofthumous works of 
Mr. Browne ; and I mention them here only to take 
notice, that one of the pieces before publifhed by Dr. 
Tenifon, under the title of Mifcellanies, belongs 
properly to this collection. The title of it is, Of 
artificial Hills, Mounts , or Burrows, in many P-.irts of 
England, what they are, to what end raifed, and by 
what nations. Before it there is a quere in anfwer to 
which it is written, faid to have come from his ho- 
noured friend Mr. E. D. This E. fhould certainly 
be a W. for without queftion the letters were intended 
for William Dugdale, as may be eafily difcerned by 
comparing the contents of this with thofe of the 
epiftles before mentioned ; and I take it to be the 
only letter amongft thofe Mifcellanies of which any 
certain account can be given. It is manifeft from 
hence, that he was regarded as an oracle in thefe 
matters, even by fuch a man as Sir William Dug- 
dale, whofe knowledge in Britifh antiquities is una- 
nimoully confeifed ; and the anfwers given him by Sir 
Thomas Browne, are fuch as fufficiently demonftrate 
his having enquired narrowly even into the abftruleil 
fubjects. 

S ance, 
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(t) Printed alfo 
in his Pofthu- 
mous Works, 


(u) See this an- 
nexed to the 
Memoirs of our 
author by Mr. 
Whitcfoot. 


fx) See his 
Monumental 
Infcriptton. 
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ance, Theodore Jonas, from whofe information, probably, he wrote that fliort account 
of this northern ifle, which one may venture to pronounce the cleared and moft authen- 
tic that is any where extant (/) [0]. His reputation in his profeflion, was equal to his 
fame for learning in all other refpefts ; and, therefore, the Royal College of Phyficians 
in London were pleafed to take him into their number, as an Honorary Fellow, as ap- 
pears by a very honourable diploma under the college feal, dated the twenty-fix th of 
June 1665 (u). In the month of September 167 1, King Charles II. coming to Nor- 
wich, in his progrefs, was pleafed to knight Dr. Browne, with very fingular marks of 
favour and refpeft (w). This circumftance is mentioned by our author, in one of his 
pieces, with his ufual modefty, and upon fuch an occafion, as did not only invite, but 
compel him to it j and yet his gratitude to the King is manifefted therein, rather than 
any fatisfaftion in this addition of honour [/>]. He fpent the remainder of his days 
in the quiet praftice of his profeflion, and the improvement of his mind, by a clofe 
and diligent purfuit of his (Indies, which he never intermitted, till, having attained 
the age of feventy-feven, for he died on his birth-day, he, in 1682, left this life for a 
better (x). In his perfon he was of a moderate ftature, of a brown complexion, and 
his hair of the fame colour. His pidture in the College of Phyficians, fliews him to 
have been remarkably handfome, and to have poflefled in a fingular degree, the blefling 
of a grave and yet cheerful and inviting countenance. As to his temper, it was per- 
fectly even and free from paflions : he had no ambition beyond that of being wife and 
good, and no farther concern for money than as it was neceflary ; for otherwife he might 
certainly have raifed a very large fortune in the way of his profeflion : but his charity, 
generofity, and tender affe&ion for his children, to the expence of whofe education he 
would fet no bounds, contracted the wealth he left into a very moderate compafs. His 
virtues were many, and remarkably confpicuous; his probity fuch as gained him uni- 
verfal refpect, as his beneficence rendered him generally beloved : in refpeft to know- 
ledge, he was extremely communicative in his conversation, and notwithftanding his 
rare abilities and eftabliftied reputation, wonderfully modeft. His religion was that of 
the Church of England, in which he fhewed himfelf unaffectedly humble and fincere. 
As to fedts in learning, he followed none, but thought and wrote with the utmoft 
freedom, illuftrating every fubjett he touched by fuch new and nervous remarks, as 
charmed every attentive reader, and has occafioned more care to be taken of the papers 
he left behind him, than has ufually happened to the remains of learned men, a circum- 
ftance fingular in itfelf, and which refledts on his memory the higheft honour (y ) [ £>J. 

There 


(no) Antiqyitie* 
of Norwich, 
p. 85. 


(y) Taken from 
a Letter written 
to Lady Browne, 
when he pro- 
pofed to write 
Sir Thomas's 
L'fe, by Mr t 
Whitefcor, 


[0] That is any where extant,'] This letter is dated 
Norwich, January 15th, 1663. Some particulars 
feem worthy of being tranfcribed, inafmuch as we 
fcarcely find any thing in relation to this ifland elfe- 
where, which is not ftrongly mixed with fable. 

* Great ftore of drift, or float- wood, fays he, is every 

* year caft upon their ihores, brought down by the 

* northern winds, which ferveth them for fuel, and 

* other ufes, the greateft part whereof is fir. Of 

* bears there are none in the country, but fometimes 
f they are brought down from the north upon ice, 

* while they follow* feals, and are carried away. Two 

* in this manner came over and landed in the north 

* of Iceland this laft year, 1662. No conies or hares, 

* but of foxes great plenty, whofe white (kins are 

* much defired, and brought over into this country. 

* The laft winter, 1662, fo cold and lafting with us 

* in England, was the miideit they have had for many 

* years in Iceland. Two new eruptions with flime 
c and fmoke, were obferved the laft year in fome 
1 mountains about Mount Hecla. Some hot mineral 

* fprings they have, and very effectual, but they 

* make but rude ufe thereof. The rivers are large, 

* fwift, and rapid, but have many falls, which ren- 
' der them lefs commodious ; they chiefly abound 

* with- falmons. They fow no corn, but receive it 

* from abroad. They have a kind of large lichen, 

* which dried becometh hard and fticky, growing 

* very plentifully in many places, whereof they make 

* ufe for food, either in decoction or powder, fome 

* whereof I have by me, different from any with us. 

* In one part of the country, and not near the fea, 

* there is a large black rock, which polifhed, re- 
' fembleth touchftone, as I have feen in pieces there- 

* of of various figures. — An exceeding fine ruffe t 

* down is fometimes brought unto us, which their 

* great number of fowls afford, and fometimes More 
r of feathers, canfiftingof the feathers of fmall birds. 
1 Befides fhocks, and little hairy dogs, they bring 

* another fort over, headed like a fox, which they 

* fay are bred betwixt dogs and foxes ; thefe are de- 
*i fired by the fhepherds of this country. Green plo- 

* vers, which are plentiful here in the winter, are 


* found to breed there in the beginning of fummer. 
1 Some fheep have been brought over, but of coarfe 

* wool, and fome horfes of mean ftature, but ftrong 

* and hardy ; one whereof kept in the paftures by 

* Yarmouth, in the fummer, would often take the 
r fea, fwimming a great way, a mile or two, and 
' return the fame. When its provifion failed in the 

* fhip wherein it was brought, for many days it fed 

* upon hoops and cafks ; nor at the land would for 

* many months be brought to feed upon oats. Thefe 

* accounts I received from a native of Iceland, who 

* comes yearly into England ; and by reafon of my 

* long acquaintance, and directions I fend unto fome 

* of his friends againft the elephantiafis or leprofy, 
c conftantly vifits me before his return, and is ready 

* to perform for mc what I fhall defire in his coun- 
' try : wherein, as in any other ways, I fhall be very 

* ambitious to ferve the noble Society, whofe moft 

* honouring fervant I am, T. B.' This laft para- 
graph fhews, that this letter was written at the in- 
ftance of the Royal Society, and is a proof how much 
he was confidered by that learned body of men, who, 
at their fir ft inftitution, were the glory of this ifland, 
and the wonder of Europe. 

[P] In this addition of honour.] This pafTage oc- 
curs in his Antiquities of Norwich, where, fpeaking 
of Che cathedral and city, he fays, * Though this 

* church, for its fpire, may compare, in a manner, 

* with any in England, yet in its tombs and monu- 

* ments it is exceeded by many. No Kings have ho- 

* noured the fame with their a flies, and but few with 

* their prefence. And it is not without fome wonder, 
€ that Norwich having been for a long time fo con- 
1 fiderable a place, fo few Kings have vifited it : 

* of which number among fo many Monarchs fince 
1 the Conqueft, we find but four, <vtz. King Hen- 
1 ry III., Edward I,, Queen Elizabeth, and our 
r gracious fovereign now reigning, King Charles II., 

* of which I had a particular reafon to take notice (34)/ 

The higheft honour.] The firft who took the 
p?ins to digeft and fit for the prefs the pieces our au- 
thor left behind him in fuch a degree of perfection as 
feem to intimate his defign of printing them, was 

Dr. 


(34) Antiqui- 
ties of Norwich 
P« 35- 


BROWNE (Sir Thomas). 

There may be, notwithftanding this, and indeed there is rcafon to believe, there are 
feveral little pieces of his which have not yet feen the light, which is the more to be 
regretted, becaule certa nly never any thing fell from his pen which did not deferve it. 
His very letters were diflertations, and full of Angular learning, though written upoh 
the moft common iiibjedts. Of this we have a fhining proof, in a letter of his to a 
young ftudent, as to the method of reading phyfical authors \_R]. His knowledge and 
charity made him dear to his contemporaries, as his excellent works have tranfmitted 
the fruits of his learning, and thereby fecured him a high reputation with pofterity : and 
as this has not been built on the flight foundation of lively thoughts, delivered in a 
graceful manner of expreffion, but on the more folid bafis of communicating ufeful 
truths, and fuggefting the propereft means for avoiding defpondency as well as error ; 


(35) By the 
learned and in- 
genious Richard 
Middleton Maf- 
fey, M. D. 
F. R.S, 


Dr. Thomas Tenifon, afterwards Archbifhop of 
Canterbury, who publifhed, from his manufcripts, at 
London 1684, 8<vo, A collection of Mifcellaneous 
Trails, containing, 1. Obferv at ions upon feveral plants 
mentioned in Scripture. 2. Of Garlands, and Coronary 
cr Garland Plants. 3. Of the Fijhes cat eked by our Sa- 
viour 'with his Di/ciples after the Refitrreclion. 4. An 
Anfwer to certain Queries relating to Fifties , Birds, and 
Injecls. 5. Of Hawks and Falconry, ancient and mo- 
dem* 6. Of Cymbals and other mufcal Inftrumcnts. 
7. Of Ropalic or gradual Verjcs, 8. Of Languages, 
particularly the Saxon. 9. Of art if ci a! Hills, Mounts, 
and Burrows, in many places of England. 10. Of 
Troas, what place is meant by that name. Alfo the 
Situation of Sodom, Gomorrah, and Zeboim. 1 1 . Of 
the Anfwers of the Oracle of Apollo at Delphos to Crcefus. 
j 2 . A Prophecy concerning the future State of federal 
Nations. 13. Muf-eum Claufum, containing jome Books, 
Antiquities, Pitlures, and Rarities of feveral kinds 
fcarce or newer feen by any man nonu living. *Theie, 
with the other Treatifes publifhed in his lifetime, 
were printed in one folio Volume at London 1686. 
His fon Dr. Edward Browne publifhed in 1690, a 
fingle tract of his father's, intitled, A Letter to a 
Friend, upon Occa/ion of the Death of his intimate 
Friend. It contains about twenty-four pages in $vo. 
and we meet therein with many curious things, and a 
conclufion fo pious, that whoever reads it will difcern 
with indignation the falfehood of fuch calumnies as 
have been fpread in relation to his indifference in 
Religion. The third guardian of our author's fame 
was his grandfon by marriage, Owen Brigflock, Efq; 
who communicated his remains to thofe who after- 
wards publifhed them, under the title of, Pof humous 
Works of the Learned Sir Thomas Browne, Knt. M. D. 
late of Norwich, printed from his original manu- 
fcripts, <viz. I. Repertorium, or the Antiquities of the 
Cathedral Church of Norwich. II. An Account of fome 
Urns, Sec, found at Brampton hi Norfolk, anno 1667. 
III. Letters between Sir William Dugdale and Sir Tho- 
mas Browne. IV. Mifcellanies . Lafr. of all, in 1716, 
there was publifhed a book of his in \zmo, intitled, 
Chrijlian Morals, by Sir Thomas Browne of Norwich, 
M. D. and Author of Religio Medici, publifhed from 
the original and correct manufcript of the author, by 
John JefFery, D. D. Archdeacon of Norwich. It was 
dedicated by our author's daughter, Mrs. Elizabeth 
Littleton, to David, Earl of Buchan. And Dr. 
Jeffery in his preface obferves, that if any one, after 
he has read Religio Medici, and this difcourfe, can 
doubt whether the fame perfon was the author of 
them both, he may be aflured by the teflimony of 
Mrs. Littleton above mentioned, who lived with her 
father, when it was compofed by him, and who at 
the time read it written by his own hand, and alfo 
by the teftimony of others, of whom the Doctor is 
'one, who read the manufcript of the author immedi- 
ately after his death, and who have fince read the 
fame ; from which it was faithfully and exactly 
tranferibed for the prefs. The reafon why it was not 
printed before was, becaufe it was unhappily loft by 
being miflaid among other manufcripts, for which 
fearch was lately made in the pre fence of Archbifhop 
Tenifon, of which his Grace by letter informed 
Mrs. Littleton, when he fent the manufcript to her. 
Dr. JefFery likewife tells us, that there is nothing 
printed in the difcourfe, or in the fhort notes, but 
what is found in the original manufcript, except only 
where an overfight had made the addition or tranfpo- 
fition of fome words necefTary. 

[R~\ As to the method of reading phyfical authors.] 
This letter was communicated to the world by a very- 
learned and ingenious gentleman (3 5) ; but to whom 

Vol, II; . 


it was directed is not known. c 'E« n^xla xvGspvjra 
[/. e. Statefman from the book] is grown into a 
proverb ; and no lefs ridiculous are they who think 
out of books to become Phyficians. I fhall there- 
fore mention fuch as tend lefs to oftentation than 
ufe, for the directing a novice to obfervation and 
experience, without which you cannot expect to be 
other than Ik xt&tfvyrm» Galen and Hippo- 

crates muft be had as fathers and fountains of the 
faculty. And indeed Hippocrates's Aphorifms fhould 
be conned for the frequent ufe which may be made 
of them. Lay your foundation in Anatomy, where- 
in avTo\ .v mufl be your fdus Achates, The help 
that books can afford, you may expect, befides 
what is delivered f par Jim from Galen and Hippo- 
crates, Vefalius, Spigelius, and Bartholinus. And 
be fure you make yourfelf mailer of Dr. Harvey's 
piece De Circul. Sang, which difcovery I prefer to 
that of Columbus. The knowledge of Plants, 
Animals, and Minerals (whence are fetched the 
Materia Medicamentorum J may be your ; 
and fo far as concerns Phyfic, is attainable in gar- 
dens, fields, Apothecaries and Druggifts fhops. 
Read Theophraftus, Diofcorides, Matthiolus, Do- 
donacus, and our Englifh Herbalifts ; Spigelius's 
Ifagoge in rem herhariam will be of ufe. Wecker's 
Antedotarium fpeciale, Renodaeus for composition 
and preparation of medicaments. See what Apo- 
thecaries do Read Morelli formulas medicas, Bau- 
deroni Pharmacopoea, Pharmacopoea Augufana. See 
chymical operations in hofpitals, private houfes. 
Read Fallopius, Aquapendente, Paneus, Vigo, &c. 
Be not a ftranger to the ufeful part of Chymiflry. 
See what Chymiflators do in their ofheines. Begin 
with Tyrocinium Chymicum, Crollius, Hartmannus , 
and fo by degrees march on. Materia Medicamen- 
torum, Surgery, and Chemiftry, may be your di- 
ve rfions and recreations ; Phyfic is your bufinefs. 
Having therefore gained perfection in Anatomy* 
betake yourfelf to Sennertus's Inftitutions, which 
read with care and diligence two or three times 
over, and aflure yourfelf, that when you are a per- 
fect mafter of thefe Inftitutes, you will feldom meet 
with any point in Phyfic to which you will not be 
able to fpeak like a man. This done, fee how In- 
stitutes are applicable to practice, by reading upon 
difeafes in Sennertus, Fernelius, Mercatus, Holle- 
rius, Riverius, in particular treatifes, in counfels 
and confutations, all which are of fingular benefit. 
But in reading upon difeafes, fatisfy yourfelf not fo 
much with the remedies fet down (although I 
would not have thefe altogether neglected) as with 
the true understanding the nature of the difeafe, its 
cau fes, and proper indications for cure. For by 
this knowledge, and that of the inflruments you 
are to work by, the Materia Medicamentorum, you 
will often conquer with eafe thofe difficulties, 
through which books will not be able to bring you ; 
fecretum Medicorum ejl judicium. Thus have I briefly 
pointed out the way, which, clofely purfued, will 
lead to the high eft pitch of the art you aim at. 
Although I mention but a few books (which, well 
digefted, will be injlar omnium) yet it is not my 
intent to confine you. If at one view you would 
fee who hath written, and upon what difeafes, by 
way of counfel and obfervation, look upon Moro- 
nus's Direclorium Medico-p rafticum . You m ay 1 00k 
upon all, but dwell upon few. I need not tell you 
the great ufe of the Greek tongue in Phyfic; with- 
out it nothing can be done to perfection. The 
words of art you may learn from Gorrasus's Defini- 
t tones Medic a. This, and many good wifhes, from 
your loving friend. T, B,' 
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fo by degrees his writings have triumphed over all thofe prejudices, which naturally rife 
in weak minds at the appearance of a genius of the firft rank ; as appears by that eager- 
nefs, which even learned foreigners have exprefled in his defence, and that applauie 
which has been beftowed on his works, by fuch as were equal as well as candid 
judges [5]. His body was interred in the church of St. Peter's Mancroft, in Norwich, 

where* 
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[S] Equal as well as candid judges .] The celebrat- 
ed Hermannus Conringius, the glory of the German 
nation, profefTed himfelf always a great admirer of 
our author, and was wont to fay, he always read his 
Religio Medici with frefli delight ; and in refpett to 
that imputation of Atheifm, or indifferency in point 
of Religion, which had been circulated with fuch in- 
duftry by certain fupercilious Critics, he delivered his 
fentiments of it in thefe words : Ucinam nemo Medi- 
corum, imo Theologorum, illo homine fit minus re- 
ligio fus, i. e. I wijh no Phyfcian, I will go farther 
and fay, none of our Divines y were lefs religious than 
this man (36). If we confider the great character, 
and ftill greater merit, of Conringius, we cannot but 
allow his teftimony to weigh down the prejudices of a 
multitude of minor Critics, who have no way of rail- 
ing a reputation to themfclves, but by attacking fuch 
of the learned as are in pofleffion of it. The learned 
and judicious Frederic Heifter (37), fon of the cele- 
brated Lawrence Heifter, whofe fyftem of Surgery has 
made him known to all the learned world, thought 
himfelf obliged, on Buddseus's publifhing a large 
work againft Atheifm and Superftition, to vindicate 
the Phyficians in general, and our author in particu- 
lar, from the injurious afperfions caft upon him in 
that book. His defence of Dr. Browne takes up the 
whole xixth fection, in which, from a great variety 
of paflages in our author's works, he (demon ftrates the 
cruelty of this calumny, as well as its notorious falfe- 
hood. It is true that Michael Lilienthal (38), in his 
diflertation on Literary Machiavclifm, has a ftroke at 
Sir Thomas Browne, as if he had been an enemy to 
antiquity; and the famous Peter Bayle (39) fpeaks 
but /lightly of him in fome part of his works ; yet 
when the cenfures and characters of thefe Critics are 
compared and confidered, they will be found to do as 
much honour to our author's memory, as the praifes 
of other men. On the whole, we may fafely fay, 
that as his pen vindicated ufeful fcience by vanquish- 
ing and driving away a multitude of errors which had 
been long received; fo his fame has triumphed over 
envy, and will appear in the eyes of pofterity as clear 
and bright as the truths which he efpoufed ; and it 
was with great juftice this fentence was inferibed 011 
his monument, Script is qui bus tituli, Religio Medici 
Cif Pfeudodoxia epidemica, alii f que per orb em notiffimus. 

C. 

* # * [Concerning^ what is faid of Guy Patin, in 
the note [G], it hath been obferved to us, by a 
learned correfpondent, that, though it is true that 
Patin was a fmatterer, it is not to be fuppofed that 
he meant to reflect on the Religio Medici for the 
freedom of the notions contained in it ; for he was a 
Free-thinker himfelf, to the bed of his little judg- 
ment. In his account of the Strafburgh edition, he 
fpeaks highly of the merit of the original. 

It hath, alfo, been remarked, by the fame corre- 
fpondent, that the fact, mentioned in note [0], in 
the Account of Iceland, of Bears coming over feas in 
floats of ice, is curious, and may ferve to refolve 
fome difficulties in the Hiftory of the peopling of the 
Globe. 

In the year 1756, was publifhed a fecond edition 
of Sir Thomas Browne's ' Chriftian Morals,' to which 
is prefixed a life of the author, by Dr. Samuel John- 
fon. This Life, though it contains few new fads, is 
written (as might be expected from Dr. Johnfon) in 
fo mafterly a manner, and with fuch ingenuity and 
fagacity of obfervation, that, in making confiderable 
extracts from it, we lhall receive the thanks of ouu 
readers. 

Upon occafion of the * Religio Medici's* being 
printed, in 1642, without the confent of the author, 
Jlis Biographer remarks as follows : ? This has, per- 

* Jiaps, fometimfcs befallen others; and this, I am 
c willing to believe, did really happen to Dr. Browne : 
€ but there is, furcly, fome reafon to doubt the truth 
« of the complaint fo frequently made of furreptitious 

* editions. A fong, or an epigram, may be eafily 
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c printed without the author's knowledge ; becaufe it 
1 may be learned when it is repeated, or may be 
' written out with very little trouble: but a long 

* trcatife, however elegant, is not often copied by 
c mere zeal or curiofity, but may be worn out in 
' paffing from hand to hand, before it is multiplied 

* by a tranfeript. It is eafy to convey an imperfect 
' book, by a diftant hand, to the prefs, and plead 
€ the circulation of a falfe copy as an excufe for pub- 
' liming the true, or to correct what is found faulty 
' or offenfive, and charge the errors on the tran- 
' fcriber's depravations. This is a fcratager% 

* by which an author panting for fame, and yet 
c afraid of feeming to challenge it, may at once 

* gratify his vanity, and preferve the appearance of 

* modefty ; may enter the lifts, and fecure a retreat : 
4 and this, candour might fufFer to pafs undetected as 
1 an innocent fraud, but that indeed no fraud is in- 
4 nocent ; for the confidence which makes the hap- 
' pinefs of fociety, is in fome degree diminifhed by 

' every man, whole practice is at variance with his Dr ^ 
< words (40).' t ^ WsLifcofSir 
Dr. Johnfon, fpeaking of the compliments which ThomasBrown?, 
Dr. Browne and Sir Kenelm Digby paid to each prefixed to his 
other, in the letters that pafted between them previ- 
ously to the publication of Sir Kenelm's Obferva- 
tions, takes notice, that the reciprocal civility of au- 
thors is one of the moil rifible fcenes in the farce of 
Life. * Who would not, fays he, have thought, 

* that thefe two luminaries of their age had ceafed to 

* endeavour to grow bright by the obfeuration of 
c each other? Yet the animadvernons thus weak, 

* thus precipitate, upon a book thus injured in the 
4 tranfeription, quickly pafled the prefs; and Religio 
' Medici was more accurately publifhed, with an 
4 admonition prefixed " to thofe who have or fhall 
" perufe the obfervations upon a former corrupt co- 
" py * in which there is a fevere cenfure, not upon 

* Digby, who was to be ufed with ceremony, but 
upon the Obfervator who had ufurped his name : 

■ nor was this invective written by Dr. Browne, who 

* was fuppofed to be fatisfied with his opponent's apo- 
4 l°gy > but by fome officious friend zealous for his 
1 honour, without his confent (41)." 

The afTcrtion of Sir Thomas Browne, that his life 
had been a miracle of thirty years ; c which "to relate, 

* were not hiftory but a piece of poetry, and would 

■ found like a fable,' hath drawn from Dr. Johnfon 
the following acute reflections. * There is, undoubt- 
i edly, a fenfe, in which all life is miraculous; as it 
4 is an union of powers of which we can image no 

■ connexion, a fucceflion of motions of which the firlfc 
' caufe mull be fupernatural : but life, thus explain- 

* ed, whatever it may have of miracle, will have no- 
' th ing of fable ; and, therefore, the author un- 

* doubtedly had regard to fomething, by which he 
' imagined himfelf diftinguifhed from the reft of man- 

* kind. — Of thefe wonders, however, the view that 
' can be now taken of his life offers no appearance. 
' The courfe of his education was like that of others, 

* fuch as put him little in the way of extraordinary 

* cafualties. A fcholaftic and academical life is very 
' uniform; and has, indeed, more fafety than plea- 
' Aire. A traveller has greater opportunities of ad- 
4 venture ; but Browne traverfed no unknown feas. 

* or Arabian deferts : and, furely, a man may vifit 

* France and Italy, refide at Montpellier and Padua, 
1 and at laft take his degree at Lcyden, without any 

* thing miraculous.' What it was, that would, if it 
' was related, found fb poetical and fabulous, we are 
' left to guefs ; I believe, without hope of guefting 
c rightly. The wonders probably were tranlactcd in 
c his own mind: felf-love, co-operating with an 
c imagination vigorous and fertile as that of Browne, 
f will find or make objects of aftonifhment in every 
' man's life : and, perhaps, there is no human be- 
' ing, however hid in the crowd from the obfervation 

* of his fellow-mortals, who, if he has Ieifure and 
' difpofition to recollect his own thoughts and ac- 
1 tions, will not conclude his life in fome fort a mi- 

4 4 racle, 

9 


BROWNE (Sir Thomas). 

where, upon a mural monument, fixed to the fouth pillar of the altar, there are two 
infcriptions, one in Latin, tbe other in Englifh, containing feveral parciculars relating 

to 
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* racle, and imagine himfelf diftinguifhed from all 

* the reft of his lpecies by many difcri mi nations of 
4 nature or of fortune (42)/ 

Dr. Johnfon wifhes that Sir Thomas Browne had 
longer delayed the publication of his Treatife on 
Vulgar Errors, and added what the remaining part 
of his life, fpent in ftudy and experience, would have 
afforded. He thinks, too, that it might now be pro- 
per to reprint it with notes, partly fuppiemental and 
partly emendatory ; to fubjoin thofe difcoveries which 
the induftry of the laft age has made, and correct 
thofe miftakes which the author has committed, not 
by idlenefs or negligence, but for want of Boyle's 
and Newton's Philofophy. ' He appears, indeed, 

* continues Dr. Johnfon, to have been willing to pay 

* labour for truth. Having heard a flying rumour of 

* fy mpathetic needles, by which, fufpended over a 
' circular alphabet, diftant friends or lovers might 

* correfpond, he procured two fuch alphabets to be 
« made, touched his needles with the fame magnet, 

* and placed them upon proper fpindles : the refult 

* was, that when he moved one of his needles, the 

* other, inftead of taking by fympathy the fame di- 

* rection, " Hood like the pillars of Hercules. 99 . 
e That it continued motionlefs, will be eafily be- 

* lieved ; and moll: men would have been content to 
e believe it, without the labour of fo hopelefs an ex- 

* periment. Browne might himfelf have obtained 

* the fame conviction by a method lefs operofe, if he 

* had thruft his needles through corks, and then fet 

* them afloat in two bafons of water. -Notwithftand- 
' ing his zeal to detect old errors, he frems not very 

* eafy to admit new pofitions ; for he never mentions 

* the motion of the earth but with contempt and ri- 

* dicule, though the opinion, which admits it, was 

* then growing popular, and was, furely, plaufible, 
c even before it was confirmed by later observations 

* (43)- > 

Or Sir Thomas Browne's ' Difcourfe on Sepul- 

* chral Urns,' Dr. Johnfon obferves, that there is, 
perhaps, none of his works which better exemplifies 
his reading or memory* * It is fcarcely, fays he, to 

be imagined, how many particulars he has amaffed 
together, in a treatife which feems to have been 
occafionally written ; and for which, therefore, no 
materials could have been prcvioufly collected. It 
is, indeed, like other treatifes of antiquity, rather 
for curiofity than ufe : for it is of fmall importance 
to know which nation buried their dead in the 
ground, which threw them into the fea, or which 
gave them to birds and beafts ; when the practice 
of cremation began, or when it was difufed ; whe- 
ther the bones of different pcrfons were mingled in 
the fame urn ; what oblations were thrown into the 
pyre ; or how the afhes of the body were diftinguifh- 
ed from thofe of other fubftances. Of the ufelef- 
nefs of all thefe enquiries, Browne feems not to 
have been ignorant; and, therefore, concludes 
them with an obfervation which can never be too 
frequently recollected.'— <f All or moft apprehen- 
fions refted in opinions of fome future being, which 
ignorantly or coldly believed, begat thofe pervert- 
ed conceptions, ceremonies, fayings, which Chri- 
ftians pity or laugh at. Happy are they, which 
live not in that difadvantage of time, when men 
could fay little for futurity, but from reafon ; 
whereby the nobleft mind fell often upon doubtful 
deaths, and melancholy diffolutions : with thefe 
hopes Socrates warmed his doubtful fpirits, again ft 
the cold potion ; and Cato, before he durft give 
the fatal ftroke, fpent part of the night in reading 
the Immortality of Plato, thereby confirming his 
wavering hand unto the animofity of that attempt. 

It is the heavieft ftone that melancholy can throw 

at man, to tell him he is at the end of his nature ; 
or that there is no further ftate to come, unto 
which this feems progreffional, and othervvife made 
in vain : without this accomplifhment, the natural 
expectation and defire of fuch a ftate, were but a 
fallacy in nature ; unfatisfied confiderators would 
quarrel the juftice of their conftitution, and reft 
content that Adam had fallen lower, whereby, by 
knowing no other original, and deeper ignorance 


" of themfelves, they might have enjoyed the hap- 
" pinefs of inferior creatures, who in tranquillity 
" po/Tefs their conftitutions, as having not the appre- 
*' henfion to deplore their own natures ; and being 
" framed below the circumference of thefe hopes or 
*' cognition of better things, the wifdom of God 
" hath neceifitated their contentment But the fu- 
<£ perior ingredient and obfcured part of ourfelves, 
" whereto all prefent felicities afford no reiting 
" contentment, will be able at laft to tell us we are 
" more than our prefent felves ; and evacuate fuch 
<e hopes in the fruition of their own accomplifti- 
" ments (44)." 

Dr. Johnfon gives a very plea/ing account of Sir 
Thomas Browne's ( Garden of Cyrus, or Quincunxial 
Lozenge.' 4 This difcourfe he begins with the 
Sacred Garden, in which the firft man was placed ; 
and deduces the practice of ^horticulture from the 
earlieft accounts of antiquity to the time of the Per- 
fian Cyrus, the firft man whom we actually know 
to have planted a Quincunx; which, however, our 
author is inclined to believe of longer date, and 
not only difcovers it in the defcription of the hang- 
ing gardens of Babylon, but feems willing to be- 
lieve, and to perfuaae his reader, that it wai prac- 
tifed by the feeders on vegetables before the flood. 

— Some of the moft pleafing performances have 
been produced by learning and genius exercifed 
upon fubjects of little importance. J t feems to have 
been, in all ages, the pride of wit, to fhew how 
it could exalt the low, and amplify the little. To 
fpeak not inadequately of things really and natu- 
rally great, is a taflc not only difficult but difagrce- 
able; becaufe the writer is degraded in his own 
eyes by Handing in comparifon with his fubject, to 
which he can hope to add nothing from his imagi- 
nation : but it is a perpetual triumph of fancy to 
expand a fcanty theme, to raife glittering ideas 
from obfeure properties, and to produce to the 
world an object of wonder to which nature had con- 
tributed little. To this ambition, perhaps, we 
owe the Frogs of Homer, the Gnat and the Bees of 
Virgil, the Butterfly of Spenfer, the Shadow of 
Wovverus, and the Quincunx of Browne. -In the 
profecution of this fport of fancy, he confiders every 
production of art and nature, in which he could 
find any decuffation or approaches to the form of a 
Quincunx ; and as a man once refolved upon ideal 
difcoveries, feldom fearches long in vain, he finds 
his favourite figure in almoft every thing, whether 
natural or invented, ancient or modern, rude or 
artificial, facred and civil ; fo that a reader, not 
watchful againft the power of his infufions, would 
imagine that decuffation was the great buiinefs of 
the world, and that nature and art had no other 
purpofe than to exemplify and imitate a Quincunx. 

— To mew the excellence of this figure, he enu- 
merates all its properties ; and rinds in it almoft 
every thing of ufe or pleafure : and to itiew how 
readily he fupplies what he cannot find, one inftance 
may be fufficient ; " though therein (fays he) we 

* meet not with right angles, yet every rhombus 

* containing four angles equal unto two right, it 
e virtually contains two right in every one." — * The 

fanciful fports of great minds are never without 
fome advantage to knowledge. Browne has inter- 
fperfed many curious obfervations on the form of 
plants, and the laws of vegetation ; and appears to 
have been a very accurate obferver of the modes of 
germination, and to have watched with great nicety 
the evolution of the parts of plants from their fe- 
minal principles. —He is then naturally led to treat 
of the number five ; and finds, that by this number 
many things are circumfcribed ; that there are five 
kinds of vegetable productions, five fectiqns of a 
cone, five orders of architecture, and five ads of a 
play. And obferving that five was the ancient con- 
jugal or wedding number, he proceeds to a fpecu- 
lation, which I Avail give in his own words ; " The 
Q ancient numerifts made out the conjugal number 
c by two and three, the firft parity and imparity, 
6 the active and paffive digits, the material and 
( formal principles in generative focieues (45)." 

With 
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to his life, which, as they have been mentioned in the courfe of this article, and as thofe 
inferiptions have been publiftied more than once, render it unneceflary to tranferibe 

them 
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With regard to the pofthumous pieces publiftied by 
Dr. Tenifon, we fhall only infert what Dr. Johnfon 
hath faid concerning Sir Thomas Browne's EfTay " On 
Languages, and particularly the Saxon Tongue.*' 
He difcourfes with great learning, and generally 
with great juilnefs, of the derivation and changes 
of languages* but, like other men of multifarious 
learning, he receives fome notions without exami- 
nation. Thus he obferves, according to the po- 
pular opinion, that the Spaniards have retained fo 
much Latin, as to be able to compofe fentences 
that fhall be at once grammatically Latin and Cafti- 
lian : this will appear very unlikely to a man that 
conJidcrs the Spanifh terminations; and Hovvel, 
who was eminently Ikilful in the three provincial 
languages, declares, that after many e flays he never 
could effect it. — The principal defign of this letter, 
is to fhew the affinity between the modern Englifh 
and the ancient Saxon ; and he obferves, very 
rightly, that * f though we have borrowed many 
fubftantives, adjectives, and fome verbs, from the 
French; yet the great body of numerals, auxiliary 
verbs, articles, pronouns, adverbs, conjunctions, 
and prepofitions, which are the diftinguiihing and 
lailing parts of a language, remain with us from 
the Saxon/'— * To prove this pofition more evi- 
dently, he has drawn up a fhort difcourfe of fix pa- 
ragraphs, in Saxon and Englifh ; of which every 
word is the fame in both languages, excepting the 
terminations and orthography. The words are, in- 
deed, Saxon, but the phrafeology is Engliih ; and, 
I think, would not have been underftcod by Bede 
or iEIfric, no twith Handing the confidence of our 
author. He has, however, fufficiently proved his 
pofition, that the Englifh refembles its parental 
language, more than any modern European dia- 
led (46).* 

Sir Thomas Browne's perfonal character having 
been particularly delineated, by his friend Mr. 
Whitefoot, we fhall lay before our readers that part 
of it which Dr. Johnfbn hath thought worthy of be- 
ing tranferibed. *' For a character of his perfon, his 
* ( complexion and hair was anfwerable to his name ; 
" his ffoture was moderate, and habit of body nei- 
" ther fat nor leary, but iv<rap><&. — In his habit of 
" clothing, he had an averfion to all finery, and 

affected plainnefs, both in the fafhion and orna- 
" ments. He ever wore a cloke, or boots, when 
* f few others did. He kept himfelf always very 
" warm, and thought it moft fafe fo to do, though 
*' he never loaded himfelf with fuch a multitude 
*' of garments, as ^Suetonius reports of Auguftus, 
** enough to clothe a good family. — The horizon of his 

underflanding was much larger than the hemifphere 
" of the world : All that was vifible in the heavens 
M he comprehended fo well, that few that are under 
" them knew fo much: He. could tell the number of 
M the vifible liars in his horizon, and call them all 
11 by their names that had any; and of the earth he 
tc had fuch a minute and exact geographical know- 
r< ledge, as if he had been by Divine Providence or- 
u dained furveyor-general of the whole tcrreftrial orb, 
" and its products, minerals, plants, and animals. 
u He was fo curious a botanift, that be fides the fpe- 
;< cifical diftinctions, he made nice and elaborate ob- 
;r fervations, equally ufeful as entertaining. — His 
;< memory, though not fo eminent as that of Seneca 
1 or Scaliger, was capacious and tenacious, info- 
f much as he remembered all that was remarkable in 
f any book that he had read ; and not only knew all 
' perfons again that he had ever feen at any diftance 

* of rime, but remembered the circumftances of their 
' bodies, and their particular difcourfes and fpeeches. 
1 —In the Latin poets he remembered everything 
' that was acute and pungent; he had read moft of 

* the hiftorians, ancient and modern, wherein his 
c obfervations were fingular, not taken notice of by 
' common readers ; he was excellent company when 
1 he was at leiforc, and expre/Ted more light than 

* heat in the temper of his brain. — He had no de- 
1 fpotical power over his affections and paffions 
f (that was a privilege of original perfection, for- 
r teited by the neglect of the ufe of it) ; but as large 


c a political power over them, as any Stokk, or 
f man of his time, whereof he gave fo great experi- 
' ment, that he hath very rarely been known to 
1 have been overcome with any of them. The 
1 ftrongeft that were found in him, both of the iraf- 
e cible and concupifcible, were under the controul 

* of his reafon. Of admiration, which is one of 
1 them, being the only product, either of ignorance, 
( or uncommon knowledge, he had more, and lefs, 
' than other men, upon the fame account of his 
€ knowing more than others ; fo that though he met 

* with many rarities, he admired them not fo much 
' as others do. — He was never feen to be tranfported 
' with mirth, or dejected with fadnefs ; always 

* cheerful, but rarely merry, at any fenfible rate ; 
c feldom heard to break a jeft ; and when he did, 
' he would be apt to blufh at the levity of it: his 
' gravity was natural without affectation. — His mo- 
' deity was vifible in a natural habitual blulh, which 
1 was increafed upon the leaft occafion, and 6ft dif- 
' covered without any obfervable caufe. — They that 
1 knew no more of him than by the brifknefs of his 
' writings, found themfelves deceived in their ex- 
1 pectation, when they came in his company, not- 
e ing the gravity and fobriety of his afpect and con- 

* verfation ; fo free from loquacity, or much talka- 
1 tivenefs, that he was Something difficult to be en- 
e gaged in any difcourfe ; though when he was fo, 
' it was always fingular, and never trite or vulgar. 
4 Parfimonious in nothing but his time, whereof hue 
1 made as much improvement, with as little lofs as 

* any man in it: when he had any to fpare from his 
' drudging practice, he was fcarce patient of any di- 
' yerfion from his ftudy ; fo impatient of floth and 
1 idlenefs, that he would fay, he could not do no- 
1 thing.— Sir Thomas understood moft of the Euro- 
< pean languages ; viz. all that are in Hutter's Bi- 

* ble, which he made ufe of. The Latin and Greek 
' he underftood critically ; the Oriental languages, 
*• which never were vernacular in this part of the 

* world, he thought the ufe of them would not an- 
c fwer the time and pains of learning them ; yet 

* had fo great a veneration for the matrix of them, 
' t oiz* the Hebrew, confecrated to the Oracles of 
f God, that he was not content to be totally igno- 
1 rant of it ; though very little of his feience is to be 
( found in any books of that primitive language/ 
£ And though much is faid to be written in the deri- 

: vative idioms of that tongue, efpecially the Arabic, 
' yet he was fatisfied with the tranflations, wherein 
f he found nothing admirable. — In his religion he 
' continued in the fame mind which he had declared 
r in his firft book, written when he was but thirty 
I years old, his Rcligio Medici, wherein he fully 
: affented to that of the church of England, prefer- 
' ring it before any in the world, as did the learned 
Grotius. He attended the public fervice very con- 
ftantly, when he was not withheld by his practice. 
Never miffed the facrament in his parifh, if he 
were in town. Read the beft Engliih fermons he 
could hear of, with liberal applaufe; and delight- 
ed not in controverfies. In his laft ficknefs, 
wherein he continued about a week's time, endur- 
ing great pain of the cholic, befides a continual 
fever, with as much patience as hath been feen in 
any man, without any pretence of Stoical apathy, 
animofity, or vanity of not being concerned there- 
at, or fuffering no impeachment of happinefs. 
Nihil agis dolor.— His patience was founded upon 
the Chriftian philofophy, and a found faith of 
God's Providence, and a meek and humble fub- 
miflion thereunto, which he expreffed in few words : 
I vi/ited him near his end, when he had not 
ftrcngth to hear or fpeak much ; the laft words 
which I heard from him, were, befides fome ex* 
preffions of dearnefs, that he did freely fubmit to 
the will of God, being without fear : He had ofc 
triumphed over the king of terrors in others, and 
given many repulfes in the defence of patients; 
but when his own turn came, he fubmitted with a 
meek, rational, and religious courage.— He might 
have made good the old faying of Dat Galenus opes, 
had he lived in a place that could have aftbrded it. 

But 
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f*; in the Life them here (z). This monument was erected from the tender affe£Hori of Lady Doro- 
An^qu1tic S l of thy Browne, his widow, to whofe memory, on the oppolke pillar, there is another 
Norwich, p. *ix. mural monument, which informs us that fhe died February 4, 1685, in the fixty-third 
year of her age. By this Lady Sir Thomas -had ten children, of whom only one fon 
(who is taken notice of in the next article) and three daughters furvived him ; all of 
them remarkable for inheriting their parents virtues, and enjoying an uncommon fliare 
of that fprightly wit and folid fenfe, fo confpicuous in their father's writings ; as they 
hav^ alfo been by exprefling an affectionate and becoming zeal for preferving their 
father's memory, and fecuring his literary remains from oblivion. 


(47) Dr. John- 
fbn's Life of Sir 
ThomasBrowne, 
prefixed to his 
< Chriftian Mo- 
* rals,' p. 
idi— xlviii. 


" But his indulgence and liberality to his children, 
M efpecially in their travels; two of his foils in divers 
" countries, and two of his daughters in France, 
<c fpent him more than a little. He was liberal in 
fC his honfc entertainments, and in his charity ; he 
" left a comfortable, but no great eltate, both to 
'* his lady and children, gained by his own induftry. 
*■ —Such was his fagacity and knowledge of all hif- 
" tory, ancient and modern, and his obfervations 

thereupon fo fmgular, that it hath been faid by 
*' them that knew him belt, that if his profeflion, 
" and place of abode, would have fuited his ability, 
ie he would have made an extraordinary man for the 
" privy-council; not much inferior to the famous 
H< Padre Paulo, the late oracle of the Venetian Itate. 
?? — Though he were no prophet, nor fon of a pro- 
" phet, yet in that faculty which comes neareit it, 
" he excelled, if. e. the ftochaftic, wherein he was 
" feldom miilaken, as to future events, as well pub- 
" lie as private ; but not apt to difcover any pre- 
" fages or fuperilition (47).' 

Dr. Johnfon's character of Sir Thomas Browne as 
a writer in general, and of his ftyle in particular, is 
too juft, as well as too niafterly, to be omitted. 4 But 
c it is not on the praifes of others, but on his own 

* writings, that he is to depend for the elteem of 
' pofterity ; of which he will not eafily be deprived, 

* while learning (hall have any reverence among 

* men : for there is no feience, in which he does not 

* difcover fome (kill ; and fcarce any kind of know- 

* ledge, profane or facred, abftruie or elegant, 

* which he does not appear to* have cultivated with 
g fuccefs. — His exuberance of knowledge, and ple- 

* nitude of ideas, fometimes obftruct the tendency of 

* his reafoning, and the clearnefs of his decifions : 
' on whatever fubjeft he employed his mind, there 

* darted up immediately fo many images before him, 
' that he left one by grafping another. His memory 

* fupplied him with fo many illuftrations, parallel or 

* dependent notions, that he was always (tarting into 

* collateral confiderations : but the fpirit and vigour 
' of his purfuit always gives delight; and the reader 

* follows him, without reluctance, through his 

* mazes, in themfeJves flowery and plea(ing, and 

* ending at the point originally in view. — To have 

* great excellencies, and great faults, magna? <vir- 
f< tutes nee minora <vitia, is the poefy," * fays our 
f author, " of the belt, natures." * This poefy may 

* be properly applied to the flyle of Browne : It is 

* vigorous, but rugged ; it is learned, but pedantic ; 

* it is deep, but obfeure ; it (Irikes, but does not 

* pleafe ; it commands, but does not allure : his 

* tropes are harm, and his combinations uncouth. 

* He fell into an age, in which our language began 

* to lofe the (lability which it had obtained in the 

* time of Elizabeth ; and was confidered by every 

* writer as a fubjecl: on which he might try his plaftic 

* (kill, by moulding it according to his own fancy. 

* Milton, in confequence of this encroaching licence, 

* began to introduce the Latin idiom : and Browne, 

* though he gave lefs diilurbance to our itrudlures and 

* phrafeology, yet poured in a multitude of exotic 
4 words ; many, indeed, ufeful and fignificant, 

* which, if rejected, mud be fupplied by circumlo- 

* cution, fuch as commenfality for the (late of many 

* living at the fame table ; but many fuperfluous, as 

* a paralogical for an unreafonable doubt ; and fome 
f fo obfeure, that they conceal his meaning rather 
r than explain it, as arthritical analogies for parts 
r that ferve fome animals in the place of joints. — 
1 His ftyle is, indeed, a tiflue of many languages ; a 
1 mixture of heterogeneous words, brought together 
' from diftant regions, with terms originally appro- 
r priated to one art, and drawn by violence into the 
1 fervice of another. He muft, however, be confefl- 
1 ed to have augmented our philofophical diftion ; 
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* and in defence of his uncommon words and expref- 
£ fions, we muft confider, that he had uncommon fen- 
c timents, and was not content to exprefs in many 

* words that idea for which any language could fup- 
4 ply a fingle term. — But his innovations are fome- 
4 times pleafing, and his temerities happy : he ha» 

* many verba ardentia, forcible expremons, which 
k he would never have found, but by venturing to 

* the utmolt verge of propriety ; and flights which 

* would never have been reached, but by one who 
k had very little fear of the fliame of falling (48).' 

The laft thing which Dr. Johnfon hath done, in 
his life of Sir Thomas Browne, is to vindicate him 
from the charge of infidelity ; and having fully (hewn 
the fallity of this accusation, the ingenious Biogra- 
pher concludes in the following words : e The opini- 
4 ons of every man muft be learned from himfelf : 
4 concerning his practice, it is fafeft to truft the evi- 

* dence of others. Where thefe teftimonies concur, 
4 no higher degree of hiitorical certainty can be ob- 

* tained ; and they apparently concur to prove, that 
4 B rowne was a zealous adherent to the faith of Christ, 
r that he lived in obedience to his /atvs, and died in con- 
4 fidence of his mercy (49) 

We are told, in note [i£J, that Sir Thomas 
Browne's e Chriftian Morals' was the laft of his work? 
that was publifhed {*')'. But we learn from Dr. John- 
fon, that the pofthumous pieces, communicated by 
Owen Brigftock, Efq; did not appear till 1722 (£0). 

There is a famous paftage in the Religio Medici, 
in which the Author gives a long detail of his attain- 
ments, and yet declares that, among thofe millions 
of vices he had inherited from Adam, he had efcaped 
the firft and father-fin of pride (51). This hath been 
cenfured by Dr. Watts, not only as a ftrange and 
thoughtlefs expreflion, but as an evidence, that Sir 
Thomas Browne converfed but little at home ; and 
that he was not acquainted with himfelf ; fince, while 
he ftrongly denied that any vanity belonged to him, 
he could praclife it in fo public a manner (52). Dr. 
Johnfon concurs in the fame cenfure, and obferves, 
that * a perufal of the Religio Medici will not much 
6 contribute to produce a belief of the Author's 
f exemption from this Father-si n. Pride is a vice, 
' which pride itfelf inclines every man to find in 
4 others, and to overlook in himfelf (53).' Never- 
thelefs, though Sir Thomas Browne's aflertion may 
be regarded as an inftance of his indifcretion, and 
as betraying fome degree of felf-deceit, we cannot, 
on the whole, think that he was proud. He fpeaks 
with fuch apparent integrity of himfelf, and with 
fuch a fenfe of his defects, as well as of his excellen- 
cies, that, if pride had made a confiderable part of 
his character, he could not lb confidently have aflerted 
his exemption from it. 

Upon a re-perufai of the * Religio Medici/ we 
are clearly of opinion, that, as it hath been too much 
cenfured, it hath, likewife, been too much applauded. 
Every one muft acknowledge in it the novelty of pa- 
radoxes, the dignity of fentiment, the quick fucceflion 
of images, the multitude of abftrufe allufions, the 
fubtlety of difquifition, and the ftrength of language 
(54). But it abounds, at the fame time, with weak 
and undigefted notions and fuppofitions. Endued 
with a vigorous fancy, and poifefted of multifarious 
reading, the author throws out at random whatev ■ 
occurs to him, and treats on a variety of topics which 
he had not maturely confidered. If he had ac- 
companied what he read, with greater patience of 
thought and enquiry, he would have fallen into 
fewer errors, and, by that means, have appeared, as 
a folid and ufeful writer, to greater advantage : but 
then he might not, perhaps, have been equally en- 
tertaining. Upon the whole, his imagination and his 
learning feem, in no fnull degree, to have exceeded 
his judgment.] K. 
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(48) IM. p. 
Ui — lv. 


(49) Ibid, p, lxi t 


(*) In 1716. 

($o) Hid. p. 
xxxiv. 


P51) Religio 
Medici, p. 1 52. 
fixth edition. 


(52) Watts's 
Miscellaneous 
Thoughts, p. 
133. fifth edi- 
tion. 


iSl) Johnfoh, 
till fupra, p. 1. 


(54) Ibid. p. vi;i, 
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(a) Hift. of Eu- 
rope tor 1708, 
p. 409. 


(c ) From- the 
information of 
the Rev. Mr. B. 
of St. Joiin's. 

(d) Wood's 
Fafti Oxon. 
Vol. ii. col. 166. 


(f) taken from 
h.s Travels, 
Lond. 1685, 
folio. 


(g ) This Jour- 
ney is inferted at 
the dole of the 
folio edition. 


("h ) Sir Thomas 
Browne's Life, 
h v the Rev. Mr. 
John Whitefoot, 
p. xxxi.i. 

(k) Hift. ofEll- 
h for 1708, 
p. 410. 


BROWNE (Edward), a very eminent Phyfician, and Prefident of the R^ypJ 
College at London, as well as Phyfician to his Majefty-King Charles. II. , was the fon of 
Sir Thomas Browne before mentioned, and was born fome time in the year 1642, not- 
withflanding what has been reported byfome wribers> who took it for granted that he 
was in the feventieth year of his age (a) when lie died. He received the firft tindture of 
letters under the care of his father, who obferving in him a great propenfity to learn- 
ing, refolved to fpare nothing in his education (£), that might tend to the improve- (b)Ukmh 
ment of his rrattiral genius, and gratify his ftrong appetite j to knowledge. He fpent ^2^^°^ 
fome time at Norwich fehool, which was in thofe days very famous, and from thence* Pofthumous 
when he was about fifteen, he removed to the univerfity of Cambridge ; but in what Works ' 
college of that univerfity he ftudied, I have not, at this diftance of time, been able' to 
difcover. In all probability, the reafon of his going thither was, for the fake of being 
near the place of his father's refidence, and that he might have the opportunity of 
enquiring into, and facilitating his progrefs in learning, which exceeded even the hopes 
of his indulgent parent ; fince, while a very young. man, he became a perfect mailer, 
not onjly of the learned languages, and more efpecially of Greek, but of every kind of 
academical knowledge : fo that in 1665, he took there the degree of Bachelor of Pfiy- 
fic (c). He removed afterwards to Oxford, and there, June 19, 1666, he was admit- 
ted to the fame degree (d), and fettling in Merton-college the year following, *vi&. 
July 7, 1667, he proceeded Doftor in that Faculty (<?), and then returned to Norwich • (0) u mi. 
fo that fuch writers as have afierted that he travelled before this time, are utterly miU co1, 17 °* 
taken. But after remaining about a year there, he, with the confent, and probably 
with the advice, of his father, refolved tojmake a tour through Germany; and accord- 
ingly, Auguft 14, 1668, he embarked at Yarmouth for Holland ; and, having paffed 
through the United Provinces, the Spanifh Netherlands, and the Lower Germany as 
far as Cologne, he went from thence through Bavaria to the imperial city of Vienna, 
where he remained for fome time ; and then, patting through Moravia, and Bohemia, 
where he made fome ft ay at Prague, ,and having examined the filver mines at Gutten- 
berg, purfued his journey through Saxony, vifiting the Eledloral Refidence at Drefden, 
the mines at Friedberg, the celebrated univerfity of Leipfic, and the famous city of 
Magdeburg, from whence he travelled to Hamburgh, and after a fhort flay there, 
embarked on board a veifel bound for London, and landed in Kent upon Chriftmas-day 
that year (f). In thefe five months he made fo many curious obfervations, contracted 
acquaintance with fb many perfons confiderable in the world by their rank or learning 
and obtained fuch a knowledge of the advantages bellowed by travelling on perfons of 
his profeffion, that he refolved to go abroad again, and to make a more extenfive tour, 
which he accordingly did in the year following ; palling through moft of the dominions 
of the Houfe of Auflria, vifiting feveral provinces, and taking a confiderate view of the 
mines in Hungary. Afterwards he went to Larifia in Theffaly, where the Grand Seig- 
nior then refided, and having travelled through that country and Macedonia, returned 
again to Vienna ; from whence he went to Venice by land through the country of Fnuli, 
which gave him an opportunity of ieeing and examining the quickfilver mines. He re- 
turned from Venice to Vienna, which is three hundred and fifteen miles, alone, and 
upon one horfe. He had, before this, made either a journey or a voyage to that city, 
and from thence, in company with Sir William Trumbull, who was afterwards Secre- 
tary of State, Mr. Soames, Dr. Palman, Dr. James, and Mr. Dafhwood, to Genoa, 
from whence he returned home through France, but at what time we cannot exadlly 
diftinguifti (g). In the courfe of his travels, befides his great improvements in all kinds 
of knowledge, more efpecially Antiquities, Natural Hiftory, and Phyfic, he had an 
opportunity of feeing the courts and perfons of four of the greateft Monarchs, viz. the 
Emperor Leopold at Vienna ; the Grand Seignior, Mohammed IV. at Lariffa ; Pope 
Clement IX. at Rome ; and Lewis XIV. at Verfailles (b). Upon his return to London 
he became a Member of the Royal Society, as well as of the College of Phyficians (*)• (jj Thefe title* 
and being equally diftinguiftied by his extenfive learning and polite converfation, orew are .g" lve »;nti»e 
into high favour and efteem with the famous Earl of Dorfet, and other perfons of great t^^^ 
quality and diftinftion (£), at whofe requeft he publiftied a relation of fome part of his No " XCIV * 
travels [//]. This book had a great character given it in the Philofophical Tranfaftions, P ' 6 ° 49 ' 

and 


[^] A relation of fohte part of bis travels.'] The 
title of this work at large runs thus: 4 A brief ac- 
1 count of fome travels in Hungaria, Servia, Bulga- 

* ria, Macedonia, ThefTaly, Auftria, Styria, Ca- 

* rinthia, Carniola, Friuli, &c . By Edward Browne, 
' M. D. of the College of London, Fellow of the 
c Royal Society, and Phyfician in Ordinary to his 
' Majefty. London in AM. 9 It is to be obferved, 
that our aufflor, after his return from Hamburgh, 
had communicated his defign of making a tour 
through thefe countries* to fome of the Members of 
the Royal Society; and as it was the cuftom of that 
learned body, at this time, to frame inltruclions for 
the ufe of travellers, that they might receive fuch 


lights as might conduce to the improvement of thofe 
fciences which fell more immediately under their in- 
fpettion ; fo we are informed, that their Secretary 
delivered fuch to our author, which we find printed 
at large in the Tranfadions under the following ti- 
tle (1): f Directions and Inquiries, as they were 
' fome time fince recommended by the Publifher, to 
c the care of the ingenious and learned Dr. Edward 
1 Browne (fon to that defervedly famous Phyfician, LVni* 0 ' 
1 Dr. Thomas Browne, and Fellow of the Royal ' P ' 11 

' Society) travelling in Germany, Hungary, Turkey, 
* &c' To thefe queries, Dr. Browne gave very 
copious anfwers, which were alfo printed at large in 
the Tranfadions ; and were fo full of curious, enter- 

ill -Wpi n g> 
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(n) Seethe 
Philofophical 
Tranfa&ions, 
No. CXXX. 
p. 767* 


(0 ) Hift. of Eu 
rope for 1708, 
p. 410. 

(p) Plutarch's 
Live?, Vol. i. 
P- 354- 

(r) Plutarch's 
Lives, Vol, iii. 
p. 598. 


BROWNE (Edward). 

and was- received with univerfal applaufe, which, without doubt, it very well cteferved, 
as it contained a copious and circumftantial account of feveral countries, with which we 
were very little acquainted (?) ; and indeed, from that time to this, there has been 
nothing publifhed of the fame kind that comes near it in any degree. Yet the Doftor, 
confidering that there was fome part of Germany, and more efpecially the baths of Aix- 
la-Chapelle, the mineral waters at Spa, and other curiofities in that neighbourhood, 
which he had not feen, took the advantage of the Congrefs held at Cologne in 1673 (w), 
and having accompanied thither our Plenipotentiaries, Sir Jofeph Williamfon, and Sir 
Leoline Jenkins, he went from thence, in the beginning of July, to Aix-la-Chapelle, 
and having curioufly examined, not only the baths for which that city is famous, but 
the mines in its neighbourhood, and particularly that of lapis calaminaris in the country 
of Limburgh, he proceeded to Spa, and enquired narrowly into the nature and virtue 
of the waters. He went next to Liege, and from thence, by Tongres, Louvain, Bruf- 
fels, Antwerp, Ghent, Bruges, Oftend, Newport, and Dunkirk, to Graveline, and 
from thence to Calais, where he embarked for Dover, and arrived the latter end of the 
fanSe year at London. He had promifed, in the volume of Travels which he publifhed, 
that if they were well received, he would preient the world with another collection of 
the like nature; and it was very probably with a view of completing this fecond col- 
leftion, that he made this laft tour through Germany and the Low-Countries. Yet he 
did not publifli his fecond volume till fome years afterwards, when it met with the fame 
reception from the learned world as the former volume had done, and with equal 
juftice (//) \_B~\. About this, time he fettled in London, married, and began to grow 
into great practice ; for his furtherance in which, upon the deceafe of Sir John Mick- 
lethwaite, a very eminent Phyfician, he was, upon the King's recommendation, chofen 
to fupply his place in St. Bartholomew's Hofpital, fome years before which, the King 
had made him his own Phyfician. He was elefted at the Hofpkal, September 7, 
1682 (0). The year following he publifhed the Life of Themiftocles, in the Englilh 
tranflation of Plutarch undertaken by Mr. Dryden, and therein. gave a proof of his per- 
fect acquaintance with the Greek language, and his great (kill and accuracy in writing 
his own (p ). On Michaelmas-day in the fame year, he was, according to their charter, 
elected one of the Cenfors of the Royal College of Phyficians (q). In 1684, the Life 
of Sertorius, as tranflated by him, was made public (r) ; and in 1685, he augmented, 
as well as corrected and improved, the Collection of his Travels, which he then pub- 
lifhed all together [C]. Thefe, as far as I have been able to trace them, are all the 
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(m) Dr. 
Browne's Tra- 
vels, p. iSo. 


(q) -As appears 
from the Cata- 
logue of the 
Members of the 
College, printed 
that year. 


(3) See the 
Tranfaelions of 
the Royal So- 
ciety, No. 
XCIV. p. 6049. 


(4) In fevera! 
Catalogues, this 
book, is faid to 
be printed A» D. 
l 679 i but that 
is a miftake. 


taining, and inftru&ive circumftances, that he was 
preiled and prevailed upon to digeft and put into or- 
der the whole feries of his travels, in order to their 
being made public. As foon as they appeared, they 
were taken notice of in, and recommended by, the 
Tranfactions of the Royal Society, in very ftrong 
terms ; the publiiher introducing his account of them 
in the following manner (3) : * This learned and in- 

* quifitive traveller gives fo good an account of the 
c voyages he made through thofe parts named in the 
r title, that thereby he excellently inftructs others 

* what great benefit may be made by travelling, if 

* performed with curiofity and judgment.' After 
which follows a kind of extract from his travels, of 
feveral palTages relating to Phyfical Difcoveries and 
Natural Hiftory. 

[B^\ T'he fame reception from the learned ivorld as the 
former 'volume had done, and njoith equal juftice.] The 
title page of this fecond volume of our author's tra- 
vels, runs thus, 1 An account of feveral travels through 

* a great part of Germany, in four journeys. 1. From 

* Norwich to Cologn. 2. From Cologn to Vienna, 
. * with a defcription of that imperial city. 3. From 
'* Vienna to Hamburgh. 4. From Cologn to Lon- 

1 don, wherein the mines, baths, &c. London 1677, 

* 4/0 (4).' It is neceifary to acquaint the reader, 
that the three fir ft parts contain an account of our 
author's voyages to and from Germany, and his tra- 
vels through a great part of that country, in 1668 ; 
fo that thefe are prior in point of time to the travels 
publifhed in the former volume. As for the fourth 
part, it relates to his laft journey to Cologn, when 
the Congrefs was held there, of which we have given 
an account in the text. One may eafily perceive that 
it was his great fltUl in minerals, and the curious ac- 
counts he had given upon his firlt return home, that, 
on the one hand, induced the Royal Society to lay fo 
great a weight upon his communications, and, on the 
other, prompted him, after two fuch long and fatigu- 
ing journeys, to make a third, that he might have 
an dpportunity of viewing and examining all the re- 
markable mines in the Lower^ Germany, as he had 
before taken a view of thofe in Bohemia, Saxony, 


Hungary, and Friuli. It is indifputable, that the 
relations he has given us upon thefe fubje&s, are, be- 
yond all comparifon, clearer and more correct than 
any that are to be met with either in our own or per- 
haps in any other language. He was a man that not 
only underltood thefe matters in the higherl degree 
of perfection, but was alfo very far from being cre- 
dulous, and took little or nothing upon truft, as ap- 
pears from the accounts he gives us, in which he 
mentions a great variety of experiments made by 
himfelf upon the fpot, in order to afcertain the fafts 
which he delivered. It may not be amifs alfo to ob- 
ferve, that he travelled at a time when the knowledge 
of metals was in particular efteem, fo that feveral 
Princes in Germany employed both their heads and 
their hands in this ftudy, and therefore his inclina- 
tion for it was fufficient to procure him in everyplace 
throughout that country a favourable reception, and 
even particular indulgencies. We have a very ftrong 
inftance of this in the compliment made him by the 
learned Lambeccius, who was at that time Librarv- 
keefSer to the Emperor Leopold, of not only carrying 
to his lodgings any Chymical manufcripts he defired, 
but offering to caufe them to be transcribed for his 
ufe, or even to allow him to carry them with him 
into England (5). This fecond volume was alfo (5) Dr. Browned 
mentioned in the Philofophical Tranfaffions, with the Travels, p. 146. 
higheft marks of approbation of the book (6), and 
refpeel; for its author ; and this raifed his reputation 
to fuch a height, that he was confidered even by the 
mo ft knowing men in thofe times, as a perfect m alter 
of Chymiftry in all its branches, as well as of every 
part of Natural Hiftory, and of Antiquities, more 
efpecially medals, of which in this and in his former 
volume of travels, he delivers a great deal, and dif- 
courfes of them with much fagacity and judgment^ as 
well as on feveral points of Roman and Greek Litera- 
ture relating to them ; as he likewife does of ancient 
inferiptions, in the collecting which he was very 
diligent, and equally happy in explaining them. 

[C] Corre&ed and improved the colleclion of his tra- 
vels, which he then publiflied all together .] It is not 
ncceflary to give the reader the title-page of this 

bookj 


(6) PhilofophU 
calTranfaftions, 
No. CXXX. 
p. 707. 
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( w ;Hift. of Eu- 
rope for 1708, 
p. 410. 
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works of his that are extant. Yet it is both poflible and probable, that he might com- 
municate feveral things to the Royal Society (s) y more efpecially Chemical experiments, 
of which he made many; and of one of thefe we iind very honourable mention, in the 
works of that great Philofopher, and true friend to ufeful knowledge, the famous Mr. 
Boyle, of which fome account will be given in the notes [D]. He attended his royal 
m after, King Charles II., in his laft illnefs, and to the time of his deceafe (/). Upon 
the coming of the Duke of York to the crown, he was left out of the number of his 
Phyficians ; but his practice ftill continued as great as ever, or rather increafed. After 
the Revolution, he remained, likewife, at a diftance from the Court; but his great 
fuccefs in his profeflion made him known and confidered both at home and abroad, 
and that too by men of all parties and perfuafions, as appears by a letter of his to the 
celebrated M. le Clerc, in favour of one Mr. Beverland, a man of great learning, and 
particularly remarkable for writing a mod excellent Latin ftyle; in which, however, he 
had exercifed his pen on fubjefts that occafioned his being banifhed his country; on 
the repeal of which fentence, this letter of recommendation was written, at the requeft 


( s, ) Some pieces 
of his are laid to 
be in the Philo- 
sophical Collec- 
tions by Dr. 
Huok, but thefe 
I have not feen. 

(t) Hiflr, of Eu- 
rope for 1 708, 
p. 410. 


of Mr. John Locke and the Earl of Carberry (u). It is, without doubt, as elegant a ( u ) s ee theGe. 

netalDiclionary, 
Vol, iii. p. 302. 


piece of Latin as can well be feen, and may be therefore confidered as a proof of our 
author's excellence in that refpeft. In 1701, about the month of May, when King 
William was preparing for his laft voyage to Holland, Dr. Browne, in conjunftion with 
Sir Thomas Millington, Sir Richard Blackmore, and Dr. Lawrence, was called to a 
confultation on the ftate of his health ; but it does not appear that he attended him in 
his laft illnefs (zv). In the fpring of the year 1705, upon the death of Sir Thomas 
Millington, Dr. Browne, who had rifen gradually through all the honours of the Fa- 


book, which comprehends only what is mentioned in 
thofe of the other two : but it is very requifite to ob- 
ferve, that it differs from them very much in its con- 
tents, the author having enlarged every part of it 
with frefh obfervations, fo that it is in fome meafure a 
new work. Befides this, he has annexed his journey 
from Venice to Genoa, which is not in either of the 
two former volumes, and is full of great variety of 
curious and learned obfervations, in refpedt, more 
efpecially, to the Roman antiquities, with which he 
mows himfelf extremely well acquainted. There is 
one thing, however* that ought not to be pa fled in 
ftlence, which is his turn for Poetry, of which we will 
give the reader an inftance, that would be no difcre- 
dit even to a more modern writer. It is the following 
tranflation from Virgil, where Venus is introduced 
expostulating with Jupiter in the behalf of ^Eneas, 
which our author produces to prove, that An tenor 
was the founder of Padua, which by the way he al- 

(7) Dr.Browne's vva y S writes Padoa (7) . 

Travels, p. 195. 

Quern das finem, Rex magne, malorum ? 
Antenor potuit, mediis elapfus Achivis 
Jllyricos penetrare finus, atque intima tutus 
Regna Liburnorum, et fontem fuperare Timavi ; 
Unde per ora novem vafto cum murmure montis 
It mare proruptum, et pelago prcmit arva fonanti : 
Hie tamen il le urbfm Patavi fedefque locavit 
Teucrorum, et genti nomen dedit, armaquc fixit. 

What time, great King, Jhall terminate our woes P 
Safe could Antenor break thro 1 all bis foes, 
Pierce to the bottom of the Illy ri an bay, 
View kingdoms where Li bur ni an princes fway ; 
Pafs the nine mouths of fierce T'imavus 9 waves, 
Which roars upon the hills, and o'er the rallies raves. 
And there could fix ; and on that foreign ground, 
Great Padoa' *s towers for after -ages found ; 
New name the race, and free from all alarms, 
Hang up in peace his confec rated arms* 

It may not be amifs to add here, the ch a rafter given 
of our author's performance in the large Introductory 
Difcourfe prefixed to the fir 11 volume of Churchill's 
Collection of Voyages, which was either written by, or 
at lea ft under the direction of, the famous Mr. 
Locke (8). * The author, fays he, a Doctor of Phy- 

* fic, has fhewed himfelf excellently qualified for a 

* traveller by this ingenious piece, in which he has 
€ omitted nothing worthy the obfervation of fo curi- 
e ous a perfon, having fpent much time in the difco- 

* very of European rarities, and that in thofe parts 

* which are not the common track of travellers, who 

* content themfelves with feeing France and Italy, 
c and the Low-Countries ; whereas his relation is of 

* Hungary, Servia, Bulgaria, Macedonia, Theflaly, 

* Auftria, Styria, Carinthia, Carniola, and Friuli ; 
1 adding to thefe Germany, the Low-Countries, and 

* a great part of Italy, of all which he has compofed 


(8) Churchill's 
Voyages, Vol, i. 
Introduction, 


* a work of great ufe and benefit/ To this we may 
fubjoin, that thefe travels have been tranflated into 
French, and as much efteemed by the learned (9) in 
France, as their originals here. 

[D] Of which fome account will be given in the 
notes.] This paflage in relation to Dr. Browne, oc- 
curs in Mr. Boyle's fecond Eflay upon unfucceeding ex- 
periments, in which he propofes two things. Firft. 
To render people cautious of eftablilhing any doc- 
trine of confequence upon fingle experiments, or 
even on feveral experiments, all the circumltances of 
which they have not particularly obferved. The 
other is, that practical writers mould not be too ha- 
ftily cenfured on the fcore of experiments by them re- 
lated, failing upon repetition. After mentioning 
various inftanccs in fupport of thefe pofitions, he pro- 
ceeds thus with regard to our author (10). e And 

* fo having been informed that th: learned Dr. 

* Browne fome where delivers, that aquafortis will P 1 2 2 4' 

* quickly coagulate common oil, we poured fome of 

* thofe liquors together, and let them Hand for a 

* confiderable fpace of time in an open veflel, with- 
f out finding in the oil the change by him promifed 
4 (though we have, more than once, with another 
' liquor, prcfently thickened common oil). Where- 

* upon, being unwilling that fo faithful and candid 

* a Naturaliit mould appear fit to be diftrufted, we 
e did again make the trial, with frefh oil and aqua- 

* fortis, in a long-necked phial left open at the top, 
' which we kept both in a cool place, and after in a 

* digeiting furnace ; but after fome weeks, we found 

* no other alteration in the oil, than that it had ac- 

* quired a high and lovely tindure ; notwithstanding 

* which, being ftill concerned for the reputation of a 
1 perfon that fo well deferves a good one, the like 
' contingencies we have formerly met with in other 
c experiments, made us willing to try whether or no 

* the unfuccefsfulnefs we have related, might not 
' proceed from fome peculiar, though latent quality,. 
' either in the aquafortis, or the oil, by us formerly 

* employed. Whereupon, changing thofe liquors, and 

* repeating the experiment, we found, after fome hours, 

* the oil coagulated almoft into the form of a whitifh 
' butter.' It appears clearly from hence, how great 
an opinion fo good a judge, as Mr. Boyle was, had 
of our author's abilities, and more efpecially how juft 
a fenfe he had of his integrity in reporting, as well as 
capacity in making, experiments. But at this dif- 
tance of time, it has not been poflible for us to reco- 
ver the original experiment, as made and delivered 
by Dr. Browne; and, therefore, this, as well as 
other circurnftances, feems to juftify what we have 
hinted in the text, that there may be feveral commu- 
nications of our author's preferved in the archives of 
the Royal Society, exclufive of thofe that are to be 
met with in the printed Tr an factions, which I have 
very carefully examined, and find no papers bearing 
his name later than 1673. 

culty, 


(q) Lenelct da 
Frdnoy, Mctho- 
di pour etudier 
l'Hiftoire, Tcm, 
iv. p. 32S. 


(10) Bovle'5 
Works," Vol. u 
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that year* 


culty, and was at that time onet>f the Ele&s, and Treafurer, fucceeded him as Prefident 
{hltSbmot of the R °y al College of Phyficians (*), which office he filled with great abilities, and 
the college for difcharged it with univerfal approbation to the time of his death, which happened on 
the twenty-feventh of Auguft, 170$, in the fixty-fixth year of his age, after a very 
ftiort illnefs, at his feat at Northfleet near Greenhithe in the county of Kent (y). Pie 
was extremely regretted by fuch as were beft acquainted with his merit, as appears by a 
very large character of him, -which I have been favoured with, and which was drawn 
-up for the ufe of Dr. Harris, in cafe he had lived to publifli the fecond part of his 
Hiftory of Kent, in which there are feveral things that deferve notice, and therefore it 
is remitted into the notes [£]. At the time of his deceafe, our author had been for 
feveral years a widower, and though he had many children, yet only two furvived him, 
a fon and a daughter. Of thefe, the former was Dr. Thomas Browne, who, at the 
time of his father's death, was Fellow of the Royal Society, and of the Royal College of 
Phyficians. He was, likewife, a gentleman of great parts and knowledge, and made a, 
good figure in his profeflion, but did not long furvive his father, dying in the month of 
July 17 10 (2), without iflue. His fifter married Owen Brigftock, of Lechdenny in the 
county of Caermarthen, Efq; to whom the public is indebted for the Pofthumous 
(a) The Preface' Works (a) of Sir Thomas Browne ; and in his family I fuppofe the eftate of Northfleet, 
^ou S e works"" which was of the value of about two hundred and forty pounds a year, continues. But 
affertsthis. in cafe ifiue by his fon and daughter failed, it was demifed, by Dr. Edward Browne, to 
be equally divided between the Royal College of Phyficians, and St. Bartholomew's 
^ofpital (J>)> in regard to his having been for fome tiaie Prefident of the former, and 
p. 411. 9 continuing for many years Phyfician to the latter. 


( % ) Le Neve'8 
Monum. Anglic 
Vol. W. p. 164. 
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(y) Hift. of Eu- 
rope for 1708, 
p. 4x1. 


(11) Wood's 
Ath. Oxon. 
Vol, ii. col, 146, 


[.£] And therefore it is remitted into the notes,] This 3 
and various other characters of perfons with whom he 
had been acquainted, was drawn up by an old Cler- 
gyman in Kent, out of pure zeal for the honour of 
that county; after whofe death, they fell into the 
hands of the Reverend Mr. Knipe, from whom I had 
it feveral years ago. * Though this gentleman was 

* no native of Kent, yet having fettled, and lived 

* therein many years, and feeming to have fixed his 
4 family there, in cafe GOD had been pleafed to 

* continue it in the male line, he may well deferve a 

* place amongft the Kentiih Worthies. He received 

* from his father an earneft defire after ufeful and 
4 extenfive fcience, which was the bell: inheritance he 
4 left to his fon. It is wonderful, that knowing fo 
4 many things as he did, he mould know them all fo 
4 thoroughly well. He was acquainted with He- 
4 brew ; he was a critic in Greek ; and no man of his 
4 age wrote better Latin : High -Dutch, Italian, 
4 French, &c. he fpoke and wrote with as much eafe 
4 as his mother-tongue. Phyfic was his bufinefs, and 
4 to the promotion thereof, all his other acquifitions 
4 were referred. Botany, Pharmacy, and Chemiftry, 
4 he knew and praftifed. As to the latter, he inhe- - 
4 rited from his father the MSS. of Dr. A. Dee, 
4 among which too were fome of John's (n) ; but 
4 his own lights went farther, and taught him, as 
4 fome have thought, the whole Arcana of that my- 
4 fterious Tcience. In the company of the learned, 
4 his difcourfes were fo academical, that he might 
4 be thought to have pafTed his days in a college. 
4 Amongli politer company, his behaviour was fo 
4 eafy and difengaged, you would have judged that 
4 he lived all his life in a court. With all this fund 
c of knowledge, he was inquifitive, patient, and 
4 modefl ; heard with great attention, and fpoke with 
4 much circumfpeftion. In Religion, zealous with- 
4 out bigotry; in Politics, inflexible but without 
4 afperity or rudenefs ; in private life, affable, bene- 
4 flcent, and chearful. In a word, he juftiiied what 
4 King Charles faid of him on a particular occalion, 
4 He was as learned as any of the College, and as well 


e bred as any at Court. The nobility were fond of 
e his company ; his houfe was the refort of ftran- 
r gers ; and, as he acquired the prudence of age 
' without its gray hairs, fo when they came he kept 
* up all the chearfulnefs of youth.' C. 

[Too high a character appears to have been 
given, in this article, of Dr. Edward Browne's Tra- 
vels. An honourable friend, fpeaking of the firft 
edition, in 4/0, obferves, that, 6 bating what is faid 
1 of the mines, it feems a very fuperficial, and tri- 
' fling book. Dr. Browne, like molt travellers, had 
4 his optics fo framed as to fee all objects as of equal 
4 magnitude.' Dr. Jo.hnfon's account of the fame 
work is not much more favourable. He informs us 
that he hath heard it commended, by a learned tra- 
veller, who has vifited many places after Dr. "Browne, 
as written with fcrupulous and exact veracity, fuck 
as is fcarcely to be found in any other book of the 
fame kind. ' But, adds Dr. John fon, whatever it 
c may contribute to the inftruclion of a naturalift, I 
\ cannot recommend it as likely to give much plea- 
\ fure to common readers. For whether it be, that 
4 the world is very uniform, and therefore he who is 
4 refolved to adhere to truth, HI have few novelties 
4 to relate ; or that Dr. BroWne was, by the train of 
4 his iludies, led to enquire ;nofl after thofe things, 
4 by which the greateft pjrt of mankind is little af- 
4 fecled ; a great part cf the book feems to contain 
4 very unimportant accounts of his paffage from one 
4 place where he faw little, to another where he faw 
4 no more (12).' 

It hath been fuggefted to us (13), that the follow- 
lowing lines in vcrfe, of^Dr. Browne's compofition, 
in p. 38 of his travels to Hungary, furnifh a pre- 
emption that he could not be the author of the poe- 
tical tranflation from Virgil, in note [C], 

4 Now I bel ieve the Troglodites of old, 

4 Whereof Herodotus and Strabo told ; 

4 Since every where, about thofe parts, in holes 

4 Cunicular men I find, and human moles.'] K. 


(12) Johnfon's 
Life of Sir T. 
B'ovvne, prefix- 
ed to the « Chri- 
* ftian Moral?,' 
p.xxxviii, xxxix. 

(13) By the va- 
luable corre- 
fpondent fo 
frequently 
referred to. 


(a)VH. Town 
and Country 
Mao. for 1770, 
p. 689, and a 
Funeral Sermon 
on the late Re- 
verend Mr. 
Simon Browne, 
preached at 
Shepton Mallet, 
Dec. 31, 173a, 
by Anthony At- 
fcey, p. 20. 25. 


[BROWNE (Simon), an able and learned Minifter and Writer 
amongft the Proteftant DifTenters, and who was remarkable for being feized with 
a mental diibrder of a moft extraordinary kind, was born at Shepton-Mallet, in Somer- 
fetfhire, about the year 1680 (#). He was inftrudted in grammar-learning by the 
Rev. Mr, Gumming, who was paftor of a congregation in that town 5 from whence he 
was removed to Bridgewater, for the benefit of academical education, and there finifhed 
his ftudies under the care" of the Rev. Mr. Moor (I?). As he poffetfed uncommon ( i) Funeral 
parts, which had been improved by the moft alTiduous application, he was very early Sermon,^/*/™, 
thought qualified for the miniftry \ fo that he began to preach fome time before he was 
Vol. II, S A meaty 
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(c) Funeral Ser- 
mon, ut fupra. 


(i) Funeral Ser- 
mon, p. 20. 


(t) Funeral Ser- 
mon, p. 21. 
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twenty years of age (c) [/*]. His talents foon rendered him fo confpicuous among 
the Diflenters, that he was chofen minifter of a confiderable congregation at Portf- 
mouth, and in this fituation he continued fome years [£]. In 1706, he publifhed a 
fmall treatife, intitled, f A Caveat againft evil Company [C].' In 1709, he published, 
in one volume, Zvo, c The true Character of the real Chriitian [D].' He difeharged 
the duties of the paftoral office at Portfmouth with fo much fidelity and diligence, as 
procured him universal efteem ; but, in 17 16, he removed from that place [£], to 
the great regret of his congregation, in confequence of his being invited to accept of 
the paftoral charge of the congregation of Proteftant Diflenters in the Old Jewry, Lon- 
don, which was one of the moll refpeftable and confiderable in the kingdom (d). In 
1720, he publifhed, in one volume, 1 imo^ c Hymns and Spiritual Songs, in three 
f books [F]/ In 1722, he publifhed a Volume of Sermons [G]. About the fame 

time, 


( d) Funeral Ser- 
mon, p. 20, Zt. 
Town andCoun. 
try Magazine, 
ut fupra» 


[A] He began to preach fome time before he ivas 
twenty years of age.] Mr. Atkey fays, that £ thofe 

* of the judicious (who were auditors of his earlieft 

* performances) thought they had no reafon to cen- 

* fure him for beginning too foon ; and an afpect 
c grave and manly, as much beyond his years as his 

* understanding, removed the ufual prejudices of the 

* vulgar, and made him univerfally acceptable (1).' 

[B] In this Jituation he continued fome years.] In 
the account of his life publifhed in the Town and 
Country Magazine, and which we have before re- 
ferred to, it is faid, that 1 his flay at Portfmouth 

* mult have been extremely fhort.' The reafon af- 
figned for this is, that Mr. Browne was fettled at 
London about the year 1- 17. But the fenfible writer 
of this account of our author's life feems here to have 
been led into a miftake, for want of fufficiently com- 
paring the dates. As Mr. Browne began to preach 
about the year 1700, he might have been many years 
at Portfmouth before he came to London. His 
piece on the * Character of the real Christian' was 
printed in 1709; and in the title he is ftyled ' Mi- 
4 nifter of Portfmouth.' He was removed to the 
congregation at the Old Jewry, London, in 1716; 
fo that he muft have been fettled at Portfmouth about 
feven years, and probably more. Of the exact time 
when he went to Portfmouth, we meet with no ac- 
count. 

[C] A Caveat againfl evil Company. ,] In this 
piece, which con.' lh of 11 1 pages in fmall 81/0, 
Mr. Browne has very particularly lhewn the ill con- 
fequences arifing from bad company, pointed out the 
different forts of perfons whofe company mould be 
avoided, and urged the ftrongeft arguments and ex- 
hortations, efpecially to the young, to avoid, as much 
as poffible, all intercourfe with the licentious and 
immoral. In a recommendatory preface to his 4 True 

* Character of the real Chriitian,' figncd by four 
Diflenting Miniftersp Daniel (afterwards Dr.) Wil- 
liams, Jofh. Oldfield, B. Robinfon, and Sam. Rofe- 
wcll, our author's 4 Caveat againft evil Company' is 
mentioned, and is faid to be the belt difcourfe they 
ever faw upon the fubject. 

[D] The true Characler of the real Chrifian.] In 
this performance, which confifts of 344. pages, our 
author endeavours to mew', that the real Chriitian 
mould be characterifed by purity of thought, as well 
as rectitude of external conduct. He has introduced 
many rules for the regulation of the thoughts, ex- 
plained the nature of the law of God, and what is 
implied in the love of it, and proved that thofe who 
are inattentive to the regulation of their thoughts 
cannot be truly virtuous. He has alfo made many 
references to Greek and Roman writers, in order to 
Ihew, that his fentiments on this fubject were con- 
formable to thofe of fome of the belt writers of an- 
tiquity. 

[E] He removed from that place.] Mr. Atkey fays, 

* he thought himfelf obliged to remove from Portf- 

* mouth, upon the probable profpect of a more ex- 

* tenfive fphere of ufefulnefs in the metropolis. With 

* how much regret his former charge parted with him, 

* is well known, and may eafily be gathered from 

* thofe pathetic difcourfes to them upon his removal, 
4 which he afterwards publifhed (2).' In the volume 
of fermons printed by him in 1722, are four fermons 
preached to his congregation at Portfmouth, in July 
1716, after his removal from them was determined. 

[F] Hymns and Spiritual Songs.] We mall feleft 
one of thefe, as a fpecimen of our author's poetical 
talents. 


4 HEAVENLY BLISS. 

' QOME now, my foul, and ftretch thine eyes, 
4 Look thro' the veil, look thro' the Ikies, 

* See what blelt fpirits do above, 

' Where wrapt in fplendours here unknown, 

* Proftrate they worlhip round the throne, 
4 And glow with everlafting love. 

* There God his brighteft form difplays, 

* Makes Heav'n with conltant luftre blaze, 
4 And fheds abroad true life and joy: 

4 Whilfi: happy fouls, with high delight, 
' Their eyes in beatific fight, 

t In blifsful love their hearts employ. 

4 They gaze till their own faces Ihine, 

4 Themfelves are made throughout divine, 

■ And fair reflect their Maker's form : 
4 Till they are quite entrane'd in blifs, 
4 Wrapt up in boundlefs extaiics, 

* And with intenfe devotion warm. 

* Nor will this heav'nly form decay, 
4 Nor will thefe pleafures fade away, 

4 But Itill continue at the height : 
J Their eyes the vifion will improve, 

* Enjoyment fan the fire of love, 

* And ne'er abate but raife delight. 

4 Immortal life will reign within, 

* Without immortal bloom be feen, 

* And joys immortal fill the place : 

4 There pleafure Hull be ever young* . 1 

* And rapture dwell on ev'ry tongue, 
4 And triumph ihine on ev'ry face. 

* For ever thus to be employ'd, 

4 Enamour'd, extafy'd, o'crjoy'd, 

* Is quinteflence of blifs indeed : 

* There let me have my blefs'd abode, 

* And with the vifion of my God, 

* Mine eyes, my joys for ever feed. 

c I'll quit the trcafures here on earth, 

* This tranfient pomp and trifling mirth, 

* And fix my hopes and blifs on high : 

* There everlafting glory grows, 

* There boundlefs wealth for ever flows, 

* And pleafures neither fade nor die (3).* (3) Hymns and 

Spiritual Songs, 

[G] A Volume of Sermons.] They are thirteen in Browne^p. 17*1 
number, and chiefly on practical fubjects. He pre- 
fixed to them an addrefs to his congregation in the 
Old Jewry, dated March 25, 1722, in which are the 
following paflages : * I reckon myfelf bound, by the 

* ftrong ties both of duty and affection, to promote. 

* your fpiritual interests, by all the proper methods 

* I can. You can bear me witnefs, I hope, that this 

* view runs through the whole courfe of my mini- 

* ftrations : That I am purfuing, though with very 

* unequal abilities, and, alas ! with too little fuccefs, 

* the fame defign with your former excellent paftor : 

* A defign to promote pure, peaceable, and practical 
4 religion, without rage or bitternefs againft any, 
4 and to fpread the fpirit of Chriltianity, not that of 
4 a party.' Speaking of the fermons contained in 
this volume, he fays, 4 You'll find nothing here, 
c but what is fitted to ferve the purpofes of edifica- 
4 tion, and promote found and practical religion^ 
4 The fubjects treated of concern its very life, and I 
4 have laboured to handle thein in fuch a way, as at 
4 once to inform the mind, reach the confeience, and 
4 affect the heart. This I would aim at in every fer- 

3 4 mon, 


BROWNE (Simon). 


<>43 


time, he alfo publifhecl, in c A Letter to the Rev. Mr. Thomas Reynolds [H].* 
At the Old Jewry he continued to exerciie the paftorai office for about ieven years with 
the greateft reputation, and was much beloved and efteemed by his congregation : but, 
in the year 1723, a complicated domeftic affliction, the lofs of his wife, to whom he 
was tenderly attached, and an only fon, fo deeply affecfted him, that he was at firft in 
a (late little different from diftraftion and the diforder which his imagination had 
fuftained from the fhock that he had received, at length fettled into a melancholy of a 
l^ F ?ndT^ vcr y extraor di nai 7 nature (e)> He defifted from the duties of his fundtion, and could 
not be perfuaded to join in any a6l of worfhip, either public or private (f). He ima- 
gined, f that Almighty God, by a lingular inftance of divine power, had, in a gradual 
c manner, annihilated in him the thinking fubftance [/], and utterly dive ed him of 
c confeioufnefs : That though he retained the human fhape, and the faculty of fpeak- 
f ing, in a manner that appeared to others rational, he had all the while no more no- 
c tion of what he faid than a parrot. And, very confiftently with this, he looked upon 
€ himfelf as no longer a moral agent, a fubjeft of reward or punifhment (g).' He 
continued in this perfuafion to the end of his life, with vcry little variation [£]. 
Nothing grieved him more, than that he could not perfuadc others to think of him as 
he thought of himfelf. He fometimes confidered this as queftioning his veracity, which 
affected him in the mod fenfible manner 3 and he often took pains, by the molt folemn 
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' mon. Indeed, to raife the pafllons without firft 

* fctting the judgment right, is to carry the man into 

* all the wilds and wanton freaks of enthufiafm. It 
1 is like putting fpurs to the horfe, and giving him 

* the reins, that he may run away with his rider. 

* No wonder, if in fuch a cafe a man be funk in a 

* bog, or darned to pieces from a precipice, before 

* he is aware. But, on the other hand, it will fig- 

* nify little to the advancement of real religion, to 
' fet the head right, if we cannot alfo warm and 

* engage the heart. For though the affections mould 

* net have the fupreme direction, they muft be the 

* immediate fprings of human action. A man will 

* never be perfuaded to feek with any diligence what 
€ he does not affect, nor fhun with any care what he 

* does not abhor. The bufinefs of a preacher, there- 

* fore, is firft to fet truth in as ftrong a light as he 
c can, and then, if poflible, make his audie; ce feel 

* the force of it. This is what I have endeavoured.' 
[H] A Letter to the Rev. Mr. Thomas Reynolds ] 

The fecond edition of this, which is now before us, 
was printed in 1723. In this pamphlet our author 
attacks, with a juft feverity, and with much keennefs 
and force of argument, Mr. Reynolds, and others 
among the Dilfenters, who, in confequence of their 
zeal for orthodoxy, were anxious to compel their 
brethren, inconfiftently with their principles as Dif- 
fenters, to make very particular and explicit de- 
clarations of their belief in the doctrine of the Tri- 
nity. Mr. Browne was a zealous oppofer of all in- 
vafions of the rights of confcicnce, whether attempts 
of that kind proceeded from Churchmen or Diflent- 


(7) Directions 
about Peace of 
Confcicnce, 


1 The impofition they di/liked, and proterted againft, 
1 even when they could lawfully have complied with 

* the thing enjoined, and have done fo in fome in- 

* ftances, rather than be wholly ufelefs (6).' (6) Ibid. p. 324 

* How furprifmg is it, that this goodly method of 
1 fubferibing the doctrines of Chriftianity in a form 

* of words of men's devifing, fhould never come into 
' the mind of God ; or if it did, that he fhould never 
' fay one word of it, from one end of the Bible to 
6 the other ! But how happy had it been, indeed, 
1 for the church and world, if this method of fub- 
' fribing had never come into the mind of men, 
' more than into the mind of God : if, as that holy 

* man, Mr. Baxter, expreifes it (7), the Devil had 
' never put ort his gown, ftept into the infallible 
' chair, and, in a fit of reverend zeal, taken upon Direct. 

* him to preferve and perfect the faith of the church ! 
' This was opening Pandora's box. Had not Satan 
■ turned orthodox, and tempted Chriftian minifters 
€ to make and mend, and enlarge creeds, and prevent 

* and cure herefy by fubfeription to their own terms 
f and forms, peace and truth had been much better 
' preferved than they have been, or ever will be, till 
1 this engine of the devil, as that wife and good man 

' calls it, be overthrown (8).' (8) tetter to 

[/] Annihilated in hint the thinking fubfance.] Reynold* * 5* 
Lewis Kennedy, gardener to the late Duke of Bed- 
ford, put an end to his life, by cutting his throat, in 
October 1743, in confequence of the diftrefs of mind 
which he laboured under, and which was occafioned 
by a kind of lunacy fimilar to that of Mr. Browne. 
In a letter written by him, juft before he killed him- 


and utterly difapproved of the narrow views of felf, after mentioning his parents, and faying that 


thole who were for confining the hopes of falvation 
within the limits of their own party. ' For my own 
« part,' fays he, ' I am willing to leave as much 
« room for others to hope for falvation as pofiibly I 

* can, efpecially in deep and difficult points of theo- 

* logy, that I may leave fome for myfelf. For it 

* none muft go to heaven but thole who are right be- 
' lievers, and certainly knovj themfelves to be fo, in 

* fuch points, I am afraid, the narrow way to heaven 

* will be made much narrower than our blefred Lord 

* has left it, and very few, indeed, will there be that 
(4) Letter to the * fi„d it (4).' He alfo mewed in this piece, that 

fome of thofe who were very clamorous for an exact 
adherence to the orthodox doctrine of the Trinity, 
were very fuperfkially acquainted with the con- 
troverfy, and fometimes advanced contradictory 
and inconfiftent propofitions. He likewife pointed 
out the unreafonablenefs and inefficacy of requiring 
any fubfeription to human articles of faith. ' Sub- 
4 fcription, 7 fays he, ' is often a cover to ignorance, 
1 nay, and herefy, and it is the common fanduary 
4 and retreat of lazinefs and implicit faith (5).' In 
another place, he fays, ' I always took it, that fub- 
t fcriptions of all kinds, whether to liturgies or ar- 


Rev. Mr.Tho- 
mas Reynolds, 

ad edit. p. »!• 


(5) Ibid. p. 12. 


they had bellowed on him fome education, he adds, 
' whereby I have carried a fair character, and, I blefs 

* my God, honeft to all men ; but of fudden de- 
' prived of thought and reafon, am become odious 

* to myfelf, and of courfe defpicable to my friends 

* and acquaintance, and as fuch am unworthy of any 
< longer being upon earth.' * Senfible of the firiE 

* lofs of my fenfes/at Mr. John Gore's, at Bufli- 

* hill, I find myfelf thereby incapable of living in 

* the honourable family, which, to the appearance 

* of the world, I was fixed in ; but being deprived of 

* all my reafon, before I had the honour to be known 
' to his Grace of Bedford, I can expecl.no other than 

* to be branded for a fool ; and as this dreadful re- 

* flection has had fuch influence on me, I am re- 

* folved to go where I am a ftranger to all ; and if it" 

* pleafes God to reftore my former tranquillity, or 

* to fuffer my body now to perifh, his blefled will be 

* done. Let not the world reflect on my nrSnage- 

* ment fince I have been at Wo burn ; for the whole 
time I have been quite void of fenfe or reafon, and 

* therefore incapable to act (9).* 
[K] He continued in this perfuafion to the end of life, 

nth very little variation.} Mr. Atkev obferves. 


very little variation.'] Mr. Atkey obferves, 
tides, had been a grievance to our fathers, as well that he would, however, own, that ' he had greatly 
as to us ; though rather than be rendered utterly « been miftaken in the meafure of the confumption 


(91 Gentleman's 
Mag. Vol. xiii, 
P. 544. 


« incapable of public ufefulnefs, they and we have 

* fubmitted to the hardfhip, and fubferibed to fome 

* of the thirty-nine articles.' * This I take to 

* have been the cafe of Nonconforming in all times. 


God had been pleafed to make in him, having, 
imagined it had been completed when it was not. 
But he was confident, that at length the thinking 
powers were entirely taken from him (10). ' 


(10) Funeral 
Sermon, uki 

afleverations, p. 
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affeverations, to remove fuch an imputation (h). At other times, and in a more W Funeral 
gloomy hour, he would reprefent the incredulity which was manifefted towards him, erm »'>*»- 
as a judicial effett of the fame divine power that had occafioned this ftrange alteration 
in him, as if God had determined to proceed againft him in this way, and would have 
no application made in his behalf. Upon this account, for a long while, he was un- 
willing that any prayers fliould be made for him [L] j which, he would fay, could be 
warranted by nothing but a faith in miracles ('/). At the beginning of his di (order, he CO Funeral sd> 
was fo unhappy in himfelf, as to have frequent propenfities 4 to deprive himfelf of mon ' v * 23 * 
life [M~\ ; but he afterwards grew more ferene, and appeared to have little or no terror * 
upon his mind. He confidered himfelf as one who, though he had little to hope, had 
no more to fear, and was therefore, for tjae moft part, calm and compofed ; and when 
the converfation did not turn upon himfelf, as it was generally rational and very fe- 
rious, fo v/as it often cheerful and pleafant (£). But his opinion concerning himfelf (*) UM. 
occasionally led him into inconfiftencies ; and when thefe were pointed out to him, he 
(i) From pn- fometimes appeared much puzzled (/). 

tkn. lnf ° rma " Whilft he was under the influence of this ftrange frenzy, it was extremely remark- 
able, that his faculties appeared to be in every other refped in their full vigour \N\ 


(12) Adven- 
turer, No. 88. 


(13) From pri- 
vate informa- 
tion. 


[L] For a long while, he was unwilling that any 
prayers jhould be made for him.] ' Yet/ fays Mr. 
Atkey, ' in the latter part of his time, he became 

* deftrous of the prayers of Chriftians, provided they 
€ would fuppofe it poffible for him to be in the right, 

* and reprefent his cafe as it was ; otherwife, he faid, 
(11) Funeral f it was not praying for him (1 

Sermon, ubl fi- j± s f or f orne time he was unwilling that any prayers 
pa, p. 23, fhould be made for Him, neither did he put up any 
for himfelf, and refufed even to fay grace at table. 
Being once importuned to fay grace at the table of a 
friend, he excufed himfelf many times ; but the re- 
queft being frill repeated, and the company kept 
ftandin?, he difcovered evident tokens of diftrefs, 
and, after fome irrefolute geftures and hefitation, 
exprefTed with great fervour this ejaculation : ' Moft 

* merciful and almighty God, let thy fpirit, which 
i moved upon the face of the waters when there was 
€ no light, defcend upon me, that from this darknefs 

* there may rife up a man to praife thee (12).' On 
another occafion, being very earncftly folicited to fay 
grace, he was at length, with great difficulty, pre- 
vailed upon to do it; and he put up the following pe- 
tition : * Lord, I am nothing, I afk nothing, and I 

* want nothing; but blefs thefe good creatures to 

* thofe who are about to receive them (13).' 
It is probable, that, after his retirement into the 

country, he was lefs uninclined to join in adh of de- 
votion : for Mr. Atkey fays, that 4 though the na- 
' ture of his diftemper was fuch, that it would hardly 

* allow him to recllDn himfelf capable of any ads of 

* piety, yet it was eafy to obferve, that he always 
' retained a lively fenfe of the Divine Being on his 
4 mind, and frequently exprefTed it in devout prayer ; 

of which the families in which he lived were often 
(14) Funeral ' witnefTes (14).' 

Sermon, p. 29. That towards the clofe of his life he was defirous 
that prayers fhould be put up for him, is evident 
from the following paflage at the clofe of the preface 
to his piece againft Woolfton, which was publifhed 
in 1732, the year in which he died. ' I have no 
« more to add by way of preface, but only to re- 

* queft, that if any ferjous Chriftians, into whofe 
1 hands this may fall, meet with any thing in thefe 

* papers, to their own fatisfattion, and to the credit 

* of their religion, they would, in their moft ferious 
' hours, and moft folemn addrefTes to the throne of 

* grace, be petitioners for me, in my prefent melan- 
' choly and unhappy circumftances, and make their 
' earneft prayer, in the name of Jefus, whofe reli- 
4 gion is fo much the ridicule of Mr. Woolfton, his 

* admirers, and difciples.' 

[M 1 He was fo unhappy in himfelf, as to have fre- 
quent jrropenftties to deprive himfelf of life.] This ap- 
pears from the following letter, written by him to 
the Rev. Mr. Read, of Bradford in Wilts, juft before 
his retirement into the country. 

* Reverend Sir, 

x * T Doubt not you have been earneft with God in my 
« behalf, fince you left the city, who exprefTed fo 

* much tender concern for me while you were in it. 
' I wifh I could write any thing to you that might 
4 turn your compaflion into thankfgiving, and your 

* prayers into praifes. But, aksl nothing of that 

% 


kind is to be expected from one who has lived a life 
of defiance to God, under a Chriftian profeffion, 
and a facred character ; and is now, through his 
juft difpleafure, in the moft forlorn ftate a man can 
be in on earth, perfectly empty of all thought, re- 
flection, confciencc, or confideration ; deftitute, 
entirely deftitute, of the knowledge of God and 
Chrift, and his own foul, and the things both of 
time and eternity, being unable to look backward 
or forward, or inward or outward, or upward or 
downward ; having no conviction of fin or duty, 
no capacity of reviewing his conduct, or looking 
forward with expectation of either good or evil ; 
and, in a word, without any principles of religion 
or even of reafon, and without the common fenti- 
ments or affections of human nature ; infenfible 
even to the good things of life, incapable of tailing 
any prefent enjoyments, or expecting future ones ; 
dead to his children, friends, and country; having 
no intereft, either bodily or fpiritual, temporal or 
eternal, to value or mind, but converted into a 
mere beaft, that can reliih nothing but prefent 
bodily enjoyments, without tailing them by antici- 
pation or recollection. 

* This is my true condition : thus am I throwa 
down from my excellency. Becaufe I had not, God 
has taken away the things that I had. Indeed, I 
have not thofe horrors on my mind to which you 
was a witnefs ; I am grown more calmi", becaufe 
more infenfible, and every day fince you faw me 
has this infenfibility been growing upon me ; nor 
can it be removed without a miracle of grace ; and 
for this grace I cannot pray, having loft all fight of 
God, and tendernefs of foul towards him. Such 
an inftance of divine difpleafure the world hardly 
ever faw, much lefs one recovered by divine grace 
out of fuch a condition. I doubt whether you have 
room to pray; but if you think you have, I doubt 
not but you will be fervent at the throne of grace 
in your requefts. But I am fo changed, that I 
muft firft be made a man, before I can become a 
Chriftian ; having now none of that knowledge or 
common fentiments on which a faving change muft 
be founded. I am utterly incapable of any buft- 
nefs in life, -and muft quit my prefent ftation, and 
think, as foon as I can, to be retiring into my own 
country, there to fpend out the wretched remains 
of a miferable life, which yet I am continually 
prompted to deftroy. I thought you would be will- 
ing to hear from me ; and though you cannot be 
pleafed with the account, I am obliged to give you 
a true one, and beg an intereft in your prayers, 
which will turn to your own account, if it avails 
nothing towards the falvation of the moft wretched 
and wicked finner, who would yet, if he was able, 
be 

* Your friend and fervant, 

* Simon Browne (15).* 


(15) Gent.Mag t 
Vol. xxxii. 
P.453- 


[N] His faculties appeared to be in every other rcfpeSl 
in their full vigour.] It has been obferved, that at the 
very time that he himfelf imagined he had no ra- 
tional foul, \ he was fo acute a difputant, that his 
* friends faid, he could reafon as if he were poffefjid of Gentle 
4 TWOyWj(l6).' nu^M^fne, 

- He Vo1 - xxxu * 
p- 453* 


ftn) Funeral 
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He continued to apply himfelf to his ftudies* and difeovered the fame force of under- 
ftanding which had formerly diftinguifhed him, both in his conversation and in his writ- 
ings. However, having quitted the miniftry [O], he retired into the country, to his 
native town of Shepton-Mallet. Here, for fome time, he amufed himfelf with tranf- . 
lating feveral parts of the ancient Greek and Latin poets into Englifli verfe. He after- 
wards compofed feveral little pieces for the uf<j of children, an Englilh grammar and 
fpelling-book, an abftratt of the fcripture-hiftory, and a collection of fables, the two 
laft both in metre. With great labour he alfo amalfcd together, in a Ihort compafs, all 
the themes of the Greek and Latin tongues, and compiled likewife a Dictionary [/>] to 
each of thefe works, in order to render the learning of both thofe languages more cafy 
and compendious (m). But neither of thefe pieces, nor feveral others which were writ- 
ten by him during his retirement* were ever printed (n). During the two laft years of (nj id. ibid. 
his life, he employed himfelf in the defence of the truth of Chriftianity, againft fome 
of the attacks which were then made againft it ; and alfo in recommending mutual can- 
dour to Chriftians of different fentiments concerning the doctrine of the Trinity. In 
1732, he publifhed, in 8vo 7 f A fober arid charitable Difquifition concerning the Inn- 
c portance of the Doctrine of the Trinity ; particularly with regard to Worfhip, and the 
c Doftrine of Satisfaction : endeavouring to fhew, that thofe in the different fchemes 
* ftiould bear with each other in their different fentiments ; nor feparate communions, 
c and caft one another out of Chriftian-fellowlhip on this account [^].' The fame year 
he publifhed, c A fit Rebuke to a ludicrous Infidel, in fome Remarks on Mr.Woolfton's 
c fifth Difcourfe on the Miracles of our Saviour. With a Preface concerning the pro- 
1 fecution of fuch writers by the civil powers [/?].' It was in the fame year alfo that 

he 
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Mr. Atkey fays, ' What was moil extraordinary in 

* his cafe, was this ; that, excepting the Tingle point 
' I have mentioned, on which the diffraction turned, 
' his imagination was not only more lively (which is 

* lefs to be wondered at), but (in the opinion of thofe 
8 who knew him before, and fince) his judgment 

* was even improved, beyond what it was in his more 

* flouriftiing times (17).' 

[O] Raving quitted the miniflry.] His congregation 
had fo great a regard for him, that they delayed for 
a confiderable time appointing a fucceflbr, in hopes 
of his recovery : but about the year 1725, the Rev. 
Mr. (afterwards Dr.) Samuel Chandler, v/hofe name 
is well known in the learned world, was appointed 
Minifter of the congregation in the Old Jewry. 

[PJ Compiled likewife a Dictionary.] It is faid, that 
a friend once called upon him, and a flee d him what 
he was doing ? He replied, € t am doing nothing 

* that requires a reafonable foul ; I am making a 

* Dictionary : but you know thanks mould be re- 

* turned to God for every thing, arid therefore for 

* Dictionary-makers (18). ' 

A fober and charitable Difquifition concerning 
the Importance of the Do^rine of the 'Trinity, &c] It 
will be feen, .from the title of this piece, that Mr. 
Browne's defign in it, was to recommend mutual 
candour and forbearance to perfons of different fenti- 
ments ; and he obferves in it, that it does not * feem 

* to have been the divine purpofe, that all men, in 

* all different points of religion, however near they 

* may feem to the foundation, mould Rave the fame 
r fentiments. No doubt, God could have delivered 

* his mind fo plainly, on every head of religion, that 

* none mould have more difagreed about its precife 

* meaning, or certain truth, than they do about that 

* of a mathematical definition, axiom, or demonftra- 

* tion. And had he purpoied there mould have been 
' no difagreement, doubtlefs he had exprefTed himfelf 
' wi^h this plainnefs (19).' 

[R] Aft Rebuke to a ludicrous Infdel, Sec.'] Dr. 
Leland obferves, that this piece of Mr. Browne's is 
' written with great fmaftnefs and fpirit(2o).' In 
his preface, he exprefTed, in very ftrong terms, his 
difapprobation of the profecution of Mr.Woolfton, or 
any other Dei ft, on account of their writings ; and he 
proved; in a very able manner, that all fuch interpo- 
fitions of the civil magiftrate, to prevent attacks 
againft Chriftianity, were extremely difhonourable to 
it. f I always ufed to think,' fays he, ' that neither 

* Chriftianity, nOr any of the truths taught in it, 

* could fufter by thorough examination, or fair de- 

* bate. The evidences for it will bear the molt 
r exact and accurate fcrutiny. Nor could I ever 

* think it could be for its prejudice, to have thefe fet 

* in the ftrongeft light : and yet very ferious doubts 

* have arifen in the minds of the wife ft and beft of 

* men. And mould any fuch arife, as are too much 
Wt. II. 


c for themfelves to m after, what harm were there irt 
\ publifhing them, that the matter might be cleared 
\ up to themfelves and the world ? Nor could I fee 
\ reafon why profefTed unbelievers mould be hindered 
f from oftering their reafon 3 againft it. The firft 
1 preachers of Chriftianity thought it reafonable, nci 
* doubt, though they did not expect it, that all meri 
1 where they came ihould give them the hearing, 
1 weigh what they f£id, compare the religion they 
: taughr, with that in which themfelves had been 
educated, and not cry them down with noife, or 
: crufh them with power. And fo would any Chrif- 
: nan preachers now, who were to go on the fame 
: errand. And what Chriftians would readily expect 
from others, they fhould readily allow to others, or 
; they tranfgrefs that excellent rule of their mafter, of 
: doing to others as they ivottld have others do to them. 
If. it would be unreafona'ble and injurious in Hea- 
thens and Mahometan?, to run them down with cla- 
mour and violence", when they fought by fair rea- 
'■ foning only, to fhew the falfehood of their religion ; 
'■ they would think fo, would they act equitably, 
: when by clamour and power they ftop the mouths 
: of thofe, who by argument only endeavour to fhew 
the falfehood of theirs. Nor is this for the honour 
: of Chriftianity itfelf. Can it not ft and againft fair 
argument, that reccurfe mult be ' had to the civil 
power for its defence ? It is treachery to it, to do 
any thing that fairly carries fuch an intimation. If 
it can, let its profeftbrs and minifters defend it> 
and fhew the wcaknefs of what is objected againft 
it, and in this manly wa^ convince and filence 
gaijifayerS ; hot padlock -their mouths, by making 
it penal to gain fay it at all. If they take fuch a 
method to fupport it, both enemies and indifFerents 
will be ready to fufpect, they diftruft either their re- 
ligion or themfelves ; that that is not defenfible, at 
leaft, that they cannot defend it. Orelfe, that they 
are content their religion fhould fhift for itfelf, if 
they, by power, may fecure the worldly emolu- 
ments annexed to it. And this is the wav to dis- 
grace their religion, and bring themfelves into dif- 
efteem (21 In another place, he fays, * If it be 
not for the honour of Chriftianity, for private 
Chriftians to beat and hurt thofe who revile it, and 
repay their wrong and contempt with fuch injury ; I 
cannot fee, that it is for its honour, for Chriftian 
magiftrates to do, what is in effect the fame, vifc. 
avenge it with profecutions and penalties. Revenge 
for fuch injurious ufage is no more decent in them, 
than in private perfons, though legal forms may 
put a better face on it : and the temper of their 
m after fhould be as confpicuoifs in them, as in 
others. JeAis and his religion look better like 
themfelves, by patience under fuch abufe, than 
paflionate revenge for it. Magiftrates may indeed 
think their vjifdom affronted, and their authority 
8 B < defpifed. 
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hfe publirtied his f Defence of the Religion of Nature, and the Chriftian Revelation, 
* againft the defective account of the one, and the exceptions againft: the other, in a 
1 book, entitled, Chriftianity as old as the Creation [S].' In all thefe pieces, though 
written in his retirement, with little affiftance from books, or learned converfation, he 
yet difplayed great extent of knowledge; and uncommon argumentative powers. But 
to the kft of thefe performances, he had prefixed a very fingular Dedication to Queen 
Caroline [T]> expreflive of the unhappy delufion under which he laboured; and which 
his friends prudently fuppreffed. 

After his retirement into the country, he could not be prevailed upon to ufe any kind 
of exercife or recreation ; fo that a complication of diforders, contracted by his fedentary 
mode of living, at length brought on a mortification in his leg, which put a period to his 
life, at the clofe of the year 1732, in the fifty-fecond year of his age (0). He had feveral 
daughters, who furvived him (p). He was a man of extenfive knowledge \ £7], and 

tery 


* defpifed, who have thought meet to profefs and 

* countenance this religion, if it be reproached ; and 

* may refent this, and by prosecutions mew their re- 
1 fentment : but this is really a mere human concern 
1 for their own honour, not a Chriftian concern for 

* the honour of Jefus's religion. This would be much 

* more honoured by their fharing its reproach, and 
1 patience under it, than fuch a vindication as the 

* example of Jefus does not recommend, his gofpel 

* no where enjoins or allows, nor does at all feem 

* fuited to his fpirit, or that of his religion (22).' 
[£] His Defence of the Religion of Nature, and the 

Chriftian Revelation, &c] Mr. Atkey obferves, that 

* fome of the beft judges have thought this Defence 
' fuperior to mod, and inferior to none, that have 

* appeared on the fame fubject (23).' It is obferved 
in the Adventurer (24), that this work of our author 
1 is univerfally allowed to be the beft book which that 

* controverfy produced.' This is, perhaps, fpeak- 
ing of Mr. Browne's performance fome what too 
highly ; though it is certainly a very valuable piece ; 
and is ftyled by Dr. Leland * a folid and excellent 
1 anfwer' to Tindal (25)* 

After Mr. Browne's death, In 1733, was publilh- 
ed, in 8vo, as a feparate piece, * The Clofe of the 

* Defence of the Religion of Nature and the Chrif- 

* tian Revelation ; in Anfwer to Chriftianity as old 
c as the Creation. In an addrefs to Chriftian mi- 

* nifters and the Chriftian people,* The author of 
Chriftianity as old as the Creation tirges it as an ar- 
gument againft the truth of the Gofpel revelation, 
that it has been productive of but little good effect in 
the lives of Chriftians, and that it does hot appear 
that they have arrived at any higher ftate of perfec- 
tion than the reft of mankind. This objection Mr. 
Browne anfwered in his Defence ; and his Clofe of that 
Defence is an earneft and pathetic exhortation to 
Chriftian mi nifters and people, of all denominations, 
not to give fo much* ground by their conduct for fuch 
objections of the Deifts, but to regulate their lives in 
a more exact conformity to the precepts of the excel- 
lent religion which they profeffed. 

Befides the works of Mr. Browne which have been 
enumerated, he alfo publifhed feveral fingle fermons ; 
and Mr. Atkey fays, that, if his life had been longer 
continued, he intended to have written a work on 

* the Scripture notion of the death of Chrift as a pro- 
4 pitiatory facrifice (26).' 

[7~] A <very fingular Dedication to Queen Caroline * ] 
Though this was at the time fupprefled by his friends, 
a copy of it was preferved, which has been publifhed 
in the Adventurer, No. 88. It is as follows ; 

* Madam, 

4 Q F all the extraordinary things that have been 

* tendered to your royal hands fince your fir ft 

* happy arrival in Britain, it may be boldly faid, 
4 what now befpeaks your Majefty's acceptance is the 

* chief. 

* Not in itfelf indeed ; it is a trifle unworthy your 

* exalted rank, and what will hardly prove an enter- 
1 taining amufement to one of your Majefty's deep 
4 penetration, exact judgment, and fine tafte. 

* But on account of the author, who is the firft 
4 being of the kiad, and yet without a name. 

* He was once a man ; and of fome little name ; 

* but of no worth, as his prefent unparalleled cafe 

* makes but too manifeft ; for by the immediate hand 

* of an avenging God, his very thinking fubftance 


has for more than feven years been continu- 
ally wafting away, till it is wholly perifhed out 
of him, if it be not utterly come to nothing. 
None, no not the leaft remembrance of its very 
ruins remains, not the fhadow of an idea is left, nor 
any fenfe, that, fo much as one fingle one, perfect or 
imperfect, whole or diminifhed, ever did appear to 
a mind within him, or was perceived by it. 
* Such a prefent from fuch a thing, however worth - 
lefs in itfelf, may not be wholly unacceptable to" 
your Majefty, the author being fuch as hiftory can- 
not parallel : and if the fact, which is real and no 
fiction, nor wrong conceit, obtains credit, it muftbe 
recorded as the molt memorable, and, indeed, afto- 
niftring event in the reign of George the Second, that 
a tract, compofed by fuch a thing, was prefented to 
the illuftrious Caroline ; his Royal confort, needs 
4 not be added ; Fame, if I am not mifinformed, 

* will tell that with pleafure to all fucceeding times. 
1 He has been informed that your Majefty 's piety 

* is as genuine and eminent, as your excellent qualities 

* are great and confpicuous. This can, indeed, be 

* truly known to the great fearcher of hearts only. 
4 He alone who can look into them can difcern if 

* they are fincere, and the main intention correfponds 

* with the appearance ; and your Majefty cannot take 

* it amifs if fuch an author hints, that his fecret ap- 
4 probation is of infinitely greater value than the com- 
4 mendation of men, who may be eafily miftaken, and 

* are too apt to flatter their fuperiors. 

* But if he has been told the truth, fuch a cafe at 
4 his will certainly ftrike your Majefty with aftonifh- 

* ment, and may raife that commiferation in your 

* royal breaft, which he has in vain endeavoured to 

* excite in thofe of his friends j who, by the moft un-> 

* reafonable and ill-founded conceit in the world, 

* have imagined that a thinking being could for 

* feven years together live a ftranger to its own 
1 powers, exercifes, operations, and ftate ; and to 

* what the great God has been doing in it, and to 

* it- 

■ If your Maiefty, in your moft retired addrefs to 

* the King of kings, mould think of fo fingular a 

* cafe, you may perhaps make it your devout requeft, 
4 that the reign of your beloved Sovereign and con- 

* fort may be renowned to all pofterity by the reco- 
9 very of a foul now in the utmolt ruin, the reftora- 

* tion of one utterly loft at prefent amongft men. 

* And ftiould this cafe affect your royal breaft, you 
4 will recommend it to che piety and prayers of all the 

* truly devout who have the honour to be known to 
4 your Majefty : many fuch doubtlefs there are ; though 

* courts are not ufually the places where the devout 
4 refort, or where devotion reigns. And it is not im- 

* probable, that multitudes of the pious throughout 
4 the land, may take a cafe to heart, that under your 

* Majefty's patronage comes thus recommended. 

* Could fuch a favour as this reftoration be obtained 

* from Heaven by the prayers of your Majefty, with 

* what tranfport of gratitude would the recovered 

* being throw himfelf at your Majefty's feet, and 

* adoring the divine power and grace, profefs himfelf, 
4 Madam, 

4 Your Majefty's moft obliged and dutiful fervant, 

* Simon Browne.' 
[V] He ivas a man of extenfive knowledge,] We are • 
informed, that 4 there was fcarcely any art or fciencd 
4 with which he had not fome acquaintance. Hardly 

* could any topic be ftarted on affairs of a fpeculative 

1 nature, 


(0) Funentt 
Sermon, p. 35, 
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very confiderable learning. He was well fkilled in theology [/F], his fentiments were 
liberal [JfJ, and he was a zealous advocate for freedom of inquiry. He appears, from 
the general tenor of his life, and of his writings, to have been a man of diftinguiflied 
virtue, and of rhe mod fervent piety, and to have been animated by an ardent zeal for 
the interefts of rational and practical religion. It is impoflible* thereforej to refleft 
without regret, that fuch a man fliould have been difabled from his public fervices, by 
a malady fo unhappy to himfelf, and fo affetting to his friends. His abilities made him 
refpefted, and his virtues [Z] rendered him beloved : but fuch was the peculiarity of 
his cafe, that he was at once an evidence of the dignity, arid of the weaknefs of human 
nature.] T. 

* nature, or relating to common life, but he was ca- [X] His fentiments were liberal.] Mr. Atkey fays, 
' pable of talking on it judicioufly and knowingly: 4 He could never believe that the favour of Heaven 
4 and, indeed, he had an admirable talent of con- 4 was entailed on any fet.of opinions; and I have 
4 ducting a converfation agreeably; having a great 4 often heard him obferve, how much jufter notion 

* command of expreflion, joined with uncommon ac- 4 the poor blind man in the Gofpel had of Divinit/, 
4 curacy, and the art of enlivening it by many 4 than fome of thofe who would pafs under the cha- 
4 fprightly narrations. With a great com pals of 4 racier of the greateft Divines, when he concluded, 

* learning, he had none of the affecled airs of the pe- * that if any man be a worjhipfer of God, and doth his 

{17) Funeral « dant, or the ill-natured critic (27 V 4 4wV/, him he heareth (30).' (30) U* Wii % 

% m p * 26 ' He was well failed in theology.] Mr. Atkey [J"] His virtues.} The writer juft referred to ob- 

fays, " he underftood natural and revealed religion ferves, * that fuch was his love of redtitude, that he 

4 well ; and had a truer notion of both, than to fup- 4 could not bear the leaft deviation from liner, right 

4 pofe there was the leaft neceflity of advancing the 4 upon any confideration whatfoever. He elleenied 

4 credit of one, by detracting from the other. He 4 the doing evil that good may come, as the worft 

4 was very earneftly and impartially fet upon the pur- 4 maxim in the world. He was a fin cere and hearty 

4 fuit of truth ; and whether he met with it in the 4 friend. He could never bring himfelf to profefs a 

4 beaten track, or, as it fom^.imes happens, in lefs 4 value for any perfon where he really had none : He 

* frequented paths, it was alike welcome to him. 4 diftinguifhed the friend from the flatterer; and 
' * And this is indeed the true freedom of thought. If 4 would have made a better figure in thofe days, when 

4 he found he had been at any time deceived in his 4 integrity was thought elfential to friendfliip, than in 

4 inquiries, he was as ready to quit his former fenti- 4 a time, when faithfulnefs and politenefs are con- 

4 ments, when they appeared fallacious, as he was at 4 fidered as incompatible. liis conjugal affection you 

4 firft to entertain them, when they appeared under 4 may gather from what has been hinted at already* 

(a3) Id.tBid. € t h e difguife of truth (28).' — 4 He was often very 4 He was equally a kind and tender parent : but he 

4 happy in giving light to obfeure texts of Scripture, 4 did not think that relation was to obliterate all 

4 and left behind him feveral valuable criticifms on 4 others. His filial piety and brotherly love were 

(49) Ibid. p. a 7 , , fome difficult paffagea 0 f St. Paul's Epifties (29)/ S peculiarly exemplary (31):' mi ' P- 2 V> 

%* [BROWNE (Isaac Hawkins), Efq; (*), Fellow of the Royal Society and C # J ¥™**m* % 
a very ingenious and elegant Poet of the prefent century, was born at Burton upon tahie/^thu 1 " 
Trent, on the 21ft of January 1705-6 ; and was the fon of the Rev. William Browne, ^ ea t r * in * 
Minifter of that parifh. Mr. William Browne, befides holding the living of Burton> prefent ifaac* 
where he chiefly refided, was Vicar of Winge, in Buckinghamfhire, and a Prebendary ^^ S E{ . 
of Litchfield, which laft preferment was given him by the excellent Bifhop Hough. He vsne ' v 
was poflefled, alfo, of a fmall paternal inheritance* which he greatly increafed by his 
marriage with Anne^ daughter of Ifaac Hawkins, Efq; all whofe eftate at length 
came to his only grandfon and heir at law, the fubjeft of this article. Our Author 
received his grammatical education firft at Litchfield, and then at Weftminfter, where 
he was much diftinguifhed for the brilliancy of his parts* and the fteadinefs of his ap- 
plication. The uncommon rapidity with which he pafled through the feveral forms, 
or clafTes, of Weftminfter fchdol, attracted the notice, and foon brought him under the 
direction, of the head-mafter* Dr. Freind, with whom he was a peculiar favourite. Mr. 
Browne ftaid above a year in the fixth or head form, with a view of confirming and im- 
proving his tafte for claflical learning and compofition* under fo polite and able a fcho- 
Jar. When he was little more than fixteen years of age, he was removed to Trinity 
College, Cambridge, of which College his father had been Fellow. He remained at 
the Univerfity till he had taken his degree of Mafter of Arts; and though, during his 
refidence there, he continued his tafte for claffical literature, which, through his whole 
life, was his principal objefl and purfuit, he, neverthelefs, did not omit the peculiar 
ftudies of the place ; but applied himfelf, with vigour and fuccefs, to all the branches of 
mathematical fcience, and the principles of the Newtonian philofophy. When, in May 
1724, King George the Fii-ft eftablifhed, at both Univerfities, a foundation for the ftudy 
of modern hiftory and languages, with the defign of qualifying young men for employ^ 
ments at court and foreign embafties, Mr. Browne was among the earlieft of thofe who 
were fele&ed to be fcholars upon this foundation (*)» On the death of that Prince, he wrote (•) Mr. Browne 
an univerfity copy of verfes, which was the firft of his poems that has been printed j ^l^^^ 8 . 
and for which he received a very handfome compliment from the Profeflbr of Poetry his Poem on th* 
at Cambridge. About the year 1727, Mr. Browne, who had been always intended for r^ld^cteLw 
the bar, fettled at Lincoln's-Inn. Here he profecuted, for feveral years* with great the Firft. 
attention, the ftudy oT the law, and acquired in it a confiderable degree of profeflional 
knowledge, though he never arrived to any eminence in the prattice of it, and en* 
tirely gave it up long before his death. He was the lefs folicitous about the pradtice of 
his profeffion, and it was of the lefs confequence to him, as he was poflefled of a for- 
tune adequate to his defires ; which, by preferving the happy mean between extrava- 
gance and avarice, he neither diminifhed nor increafed. 

Mr,: 
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Mr. Browne's application to 
irig himfelf in the exercife of 


the law did not prevent his occafionally indulg- 
his poetical talents. It was not long after his 
fettlement at Lincoln's-Inn, that he wrote his Poem on Defign and Beauty, ad- 
drefled to Mr. Highmore the Painter, for whom he had a great friendfliip and 
efteem. In this, which is one of the longefl of his poems, he fhews a true tafte and 
exterifive knowledge of the Platonic philosophy ; and purfues, through the whole, the 
idea of beauty advanced by that philofophy. By Defign is meant, in a large and ex- 
tenfive fenfe, that power of genius, which enables the real artift to colleft together his 
fcattered ideas, to range them in proper order, and to form a regular plan, before he 
attempts to exhibit any work in architecture, painting, or poetry (a). Several other 
poetical pieces, which were written by Mr. Browne, during the interval between his 
fixing at Lincoln's-Inn and his marriage, will be mentioned hereafter : but we cannot 
omit fpeaking, in this place, of one of the molt pleating and popular of his perform- 
ances, his € Pipe of* Tobacco / which is an imitation of Cibber, Ambrofe Philips, 

Thomfon, 


(a) Preface to 
Mr. Hawkins 
Browne's Poem s, 
pubJiflisd in 
t768. 


[J] His pipe of Tobacco.'] Though the imitation* 
included under this title are well known, and have 
appeared in feveral collections, we cannot forbear in- 
serting them ; as the re-perufal of them is always at- 
tended with freih pleafure. ' 

A PIPE OF TOBACCO: 

IN IMITATION OF 

SIX SEVERAL AUTHORS. 


IMITATION I. 


Laudes egregii C/tfaris — — 
Culpa deterere ingenf. 

A NEW.YEAR's 


Hor. 
ODE. 


R E 


CITATIVE. 

* QLD battle-array, big with horror is fled, 

€ And olive-rob'd peace again lifts up her head. 
Sing, ye Mufes, Tobacco, the blefling of peace ; 
Was ever a nation fo blefled as this ? 

AIR. 

c When fummer funs grow red with heat, 

* Tobacco tempers Phoebus' ire, 

* When wintry ftorms around us beat> 

* Tobacco chears with gentle fire. 

* Yellow autumn, youthful fpring, 

* In thy praifes jointly ilng. 

RECITATIVO. 

Like Neptune, C^sar guards Virginian fleets, 

* Fraught with Tobacco's balmy fweets; 
Old Ocean trembles at Britannia's pow'r, 

* And Boreas is afraid to roar. 

AIR. 

■ Happy mortal ! he who knows 

* Pleafure which a Pipe bellows ; 

* Curling eddies climb the room, 

* Wafting round a mild perfume. 

RECITATIVO. 

Let foreign climes the vine and orange boaft, 
While waftes of war deform the teeming coaft ; 
Britannia, diftant from each hoftile found, 
Enjoys a Pipe, with eafe and freedom crowri'd; 
E'en refllefs Faction finc]s itfelf moll free, 
Or if a flave, a Have to Liberty. 

air. 

* Smiling years, that gayly run 

* Round the Zodiac with the furi, 

* Tell, if ever you have feen 

* Realms fo quiet and ferene, 

* Britain's fons no longer now 

* Hurl the bar, or twang the bow, 

* Nor of crimfon combat think, 

* But fecurely fmoke and drink. 

CHORUS. 

( Smiling years, that gayly run 

* Round the Zodiac with the fun, 
c Tell, if ever you have feen 

* Realms fo quiet and ferene.* 


IMITATION II. 

Tenues fugit ceu fumus in auras. Virg 0 

f J^ITTLE tube of mighty pow'r, 
€ Charmer of an idle hour, 
f Objecl of my warm defire, 

* Lip of wax, and eye of fire : 
' And thy fnowy taper waift, 

* With my finger gently brac'd ; 

* And thy pretty fvvelling creft, 

* With my little ftopper preft, 
f And the fweeteft blifs of blifles, 

* Breathing from thy balmy kiftes. 

* Happy thrice, and thrice agen, 

* Happieft he of happy men ; 

' Who when agen the night returns, 

c When agen the taper burns; 

' When agen the cricket's gay, 

* (Little cricket full of plaj ) 
c Can afford his tube to feed 

c With the fragrant Indian weed 

* Pleafure for a nofe divine, 

€ Incenfe of the god of wine. 
' Happy thrice, and thrice agen, 

* Happieft he of happy men.' 

IMITATION III. 

— Prorumpit ad athera nubcm 
Turbine fumantem piceo. V 1 R c • 

r Q Thou, matur'd by glad Hefperian funs, 

* Tob acco, fountain pure of limpid truth , 

€ That looks the <very foul {*) $ whence pouring thought 

c Swarms all the mind ; abforpt is yellow care, 

■ And at each puff imagination burns (f ). 

* Flam on thy bard, and with exalting fires 

' Touch the myflerious lip, that chaunts thy praife 
r In ftrains to mortal fons of earth unknown. 
c Behold an engine, wrought from tawny mines 
r Of ductile clay, with plafiic virtue {%) form'd, 
: And glaz'd magnifick o'er, I grafp, I fill. 
' From Peetotheke (§) with pungent pow'rs perfum'd, 
! Itfelf one tortoife all, where Jhines imbibed 
' Each parent ray (||) ; then rudely ramm'd illume, 
With the red touch of zeal-enkindling meet, 
Marked with Gibfonian lore (f ) ; forth iflue clouds, 
Thought-thrilling, thirll-inciting clouds around, 
And many-mining fires : I all the while, 
polling at eafe, inhale (**) the breezy balm. 
But chief, when Baechus wont with thee to join, 
In genial ftrife and orthodoxal ale, 
Stream life and joy into the Mufes howl (ft). 
Oh be thou ftill my great injpirer, thou. 
My Mufe ; oh fan me with thy zephyrs boon, 
While I, in clouded tabernacle fhrin'd, 
Burft forth all oracle and myftick fong.' 

IMITATION IV. 

■ Bullatis mihi nugis, 

Pagina turgefcat, dare pondus idoneafumo. Pe r 5 . 

(^R I TICKS avaunt ; Tobacco is my theme; 

Tremble like hornets at the blafting fleam, 
And you j court-infecls, flutter not too near 
Its light, nor buzz within the fcorching fphere. 
Pollio, with flame like thine, my verfe infpire* 
So ihall the Mufe from fnioke elicit fire. 
Coxcombs prefer the tickling fling of fnuff; 
Yet all their claim to wifdom is— a puff: 

< Lor4 


(*) Potm on Li- 
bert y, ver. 1 1. 


(t) lhli. ver. 
104. 

(§) A poe icaf 
word for tobacco- 
box. 

(||) Poem on Li- 
berty, ver. 143. 
245. 

(H) Ibid, ver, 
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(**) Ibid, ver; 

(H) Ibid, ver; 
ftjl. 


BROWNE (Isaac Hawkins). 


649 


(I) Preface to 
Mr. Hawkins 
Browne's Poems, 
pubUfhcd in 
I76S. 


Thomfonj Young, Pope, and Styrift, who were then all Jiving. We need not (ay that 

the peculiar manner of thefe feveral writers is admirably hit off by our Author, and that 

he hath fhewn himfelf to have poflTelFed an excellent imitative genius. Indeed, nothing 

but a nice fpirit of difcrimination, and a happy talent at various compofition, could 

have enabled him to have fucceeded fo well as he hath done in the < Pipe of Tobacco.' 

The imitation of Ambrofe Philips was not written by our Poet, but by an ingenious 

friend (£), the late worthy Dr. John Hoadly, Chancellor of the Diocefe of Wincheftcr, 

and fecond fon of the Bifhop. Dr. Hoadly, however, acknowledged (r), that his little W in a letter to 

imitation was altered fo much for the better by Mr. Browne, that he fairly made it his Mu 

OWn* Browne. 

On the 10th of February 1743-4, Mr. Browne married Jane, daughter of the Rev. 
Dr. David Trimnell, Archdeacon of Leicefter, and Precentor of Lincoln, and niece 
to the Right Rev. Dr. Charles Trimnell, Bifhop of Winchefter, of whom an account 
will be given in its proper place. Mr. Browne was Angularly happy in his union with 
this lady, who was a woman of great merit, and of a very amiable temper, and who 
always fhewed him the trueft attention and regard. He was chofen twice to ferve in 
parliament i firft upon a vacancy in December 1744, and then , at the general eledtiori 
in 1748 ; both times for the borough of Wenlock in Shropfhire, near to which was his 
own eftate. His being brought into the Houfe of Commons was principally owing 
to the intereft of William Forefter, Efq; a gentleman of great fortune and ancient far 
mily in Shropfhire- Mr. Forefter recommended Mr. Browne to the eledlors, from no 
other motive than the opinion he entertained of his abilities, 2nd the confidence he had in 
his integrity and principles. As Mr. Browne had obtained his feat in parliament without 
oppofition or expence, and without laying himfelf under obligations to any party, he 
never made ufe of it to interefted or ambitious purpofes. The principles, indeed, 19 
which he had been educated, and which were confirmed by reading and experience, 
and the good opinion he had conceived of Mr. Pelham's adminiftration, led him uiually to 
fupport the meafures of government; but he never received any favour, nor defired any 
employment. He faw with great concern the dangers arifing from parliamentary in* 


Lord Fop lin fmokes not— for his teeth afraid : 
Sir Tawdry fmokes not— for he wears brocade. 
Ladies, when pipes are brought, affect to fvvoon ; 
They love no fmoke, except the fmoke of town \ 
But courtiers hate the puffing tribe, — no matter, 
Strange if they love the breath that cannot flatter ! 
Its foes but fhew their ignorance ; can he 
Who fcorns the leaf of knowledge, love the tree ? 
The tainted Templar (more prodigious yet) 
Rails at Tobacco, though it makes him — {pit. 
Cit r oni a vows it has an odious ftink ; 
She will not fmoke (ye gods ) but me will drink : 
And chafte Prudella (blame her if you can) 
Says, pipes are us'd by that vile creature Man : 
Yet crouds remain, who ftill its worth proclaim, 
While fome for pleafure fmoke, and fome for fame : 
Fame, of our actions univerfal fpring, 
For which we drink, eat, fleep, fmoke,— ev ? ry thing. 

IMITATION V. 


■ ■ Salts ad art us 
Vanefcit fumus* 


LlJC AN. 


to LEST leaf! whofe aromatick gales difpenfe 

To Templars modefty, toparfons fenfe : 
So raptur'd priefts, atfam'd Dodona's ihrine 
Drank infpiration from the fteam divine. 
Poifon that cures, a vapour that affords 
Content, more folid than the fmile of lords : 
Reft to the weary, to the hungry food, 
The laft kind refuge of the Wise and Good. 
Infpir'd by thee, dull cits adjuft the fcale 
Of Europe's peace, when other ftatefmeir fail. 
By thee protected, and thy Mer, beer, 
Poets rejoice, nor think the 1 bailiff near. 
Nor lefs the critick owns thy genial aid, 
While fupperlefs he plies the piddling trade. 
What though to love and foft delights a foe, 
By ladies hated, hated by the beau, 
Yet fecial freedom, long to courts unknown, 
Fair health, fair truth, and virtue are thy own. 
Come to thy poet, come with healing wings, 
And let me tafte thee unexcis'd by kings.' 


IMITATION VI. 

Exfumo dare lucem. HdfU 

\f nOY ! bring an ounce of Freeman's beft, 
, * 13 And bid the vicar be my gueil a 

Vol. II. 


Let all be placed in manner due, 

A pot wherein to fpit or fpue, 

And London Journal, and Free Briton, 

Of ufe to light a pip« or * * 


* This village, unmolefted yet 

4 By troopers, (hall be my retreat : 
' Who cannot flatter, bribe, betray ; 

* Who cannot write or vote for *. 

4 Far from the vermin of the town, 

* Here let me rather live;, my own, 

* Doze o'er a pipe, whofe vapour bland 

* In fvveet oblivion lulls the land ; 

* Of all which at Vienna paries, 

* As ignorant as * * Brafs is : 

* And fcorning rafcals to carefs, 

s Extol the days of good Queen Bess, 

■ When firft Tobacco blelt our ifle, 

' Then think of other Queens — and fmile, 

* Come jovial pipe, and bring along 

* Midnight revelry and fong : 

* The merry catch, the madrigal, 
1 That echoes fweet in City Hall ; 

' Theparfon's pun, the" ffnutty tale 

■ Of country juftice o'er his ale. 

< I a(k not what the French are doing, 

4 Or Spain to compafs Britain's ruin : 
* Britons, if undone, can go, 
f Where Tobacco loves to grow (1),' 

The following poetical compliment hath been paid 

to the * Pipe of Tobacco,' by Mr. Robert Llbyd. 1 ' 

. • i 

* Some few, the favViteeofi the Mufe, 

* Whom with her kindeft eye fhe vievvs ; 

* Round whom Apollo's brighteft rays 
f Shine forth with undiminifh'd blaze ; 

* Some few, my friend, have fweetly trod 

* In Imitation's <Lang'rous road* 

€ Long as Tobacco's mild : perfume 

* Shall fcent each happy Curate's room, 

* Oft as in elbow-chair he fmokes, 

* And quaffs his ale, and cracks his jokes, 
4 So long, O Browne, fhall laft thy praife, 

* Crown'd with Tobacco-leaf for bays ; 1 

* And whofoe'er thy verfe fhall fee, 
f Shall fill another pipe to thee (*). 


(1) Poems ort 
variousSubje&s, 
Latin and Eng- 
Hfh, by the late 
Ifaac Hawkins 
Browne, Efq; 
p. 115—124. 
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BROWNE (Isaac Hawkins), 

w -r ir«.*t*>f rff» a**Ai *^'Jl/ f\i\\jJ tlfWp lift* •- '*i/V*f O f • f li **J~ *2l&f€ < "\f T 1 

fluence, and was determined that no perfonal confideration fhould biafs his public 
conduit. The love of his country, and an ardent zeal for its conftitution and 
liberties, formed a diftinguifhing part of his charadter. In private converfation, Mr. 
Browne poflelfed fo uncommon a degree of eloquence, that he was the admiration 
and delight of all who knew him. It muft, therefore, have been expe&ed that he 
would have flione in the Houfe of Commons, as a public fpeak'er. But he had a mo- 
defty and delicacy about him, accompanied with a kind of nervous timidity, which pre- 
vented him from appearing in that line. His cafe, in this refpeft, was fimilar to that 
of the third Earl of Shaftefbury, "Mr. Addifon, and other ingenious men. A nicenefs 
of claffical tafte, and a high fenfe of the accuracy, purity, and elegance of language, 
are not always favourable to the exertion of oratorical talents. The man who wilhes to 
diftinguifh himfelf in popular affemblies ought to lay afide the fear of offending in the 
little proprieties of ftyle, and fhould hazard his fentiments with a noble, though, per- 
haps, an irregular boldnefs. 

In the year 17 54, Mr. Browne publifhed what may be called his great work,' his Latin 
poem c De Animi Immortalitate/ in two books. The reception which this poem met with 
was Tuch as its merit deferved. It immediately excited the applaufe of the moft polite 
fcholars, and the Author was complimented upon it, by fome of the moft eminent and 
ingenious men of the age [6]. Its popularity was fo great, that feveral Englifh tranf- 
lations of it appeared in a little time. The fir ft was by Mr. Hay, author of an Effay 
on Deformity, and other pieces ; and the fecond in blank verfe, by Dr. Richard Grey, 
a learned clergyman in Northamptonfhire, well known by his Memoria Technica, and 
his publications in Scripture Criticifm. A third tranflation was publifhed without a name, 
together with a laboured preface, containing fome quotations from Sir John Davies's 
* Nofce Teipfum/ which were fuppofed to be analogous to certain paffages in Mr. 
Browne (^). All thefe verfions made their appearance in the courfe of a few months; 
and there was afterwards printed, by an unknown hand, a tranflation of the firft bbok. 
Same years after Mr. Browne's death, the c De Animi Immortalitate/ was again trans- 
lated by the Rev. Mr. Crawley, a Clergyman in Huntingdonfhire. A clofe and literal 
verfion of it in profe, was inferted in a publication which appeared in 1766, intitled 


[2?] By fame of the moft eminent and ingenious men 
tf the age.] Before the publication of the poem, 
the manufcript was ihewn to Dr. Thomas Herring, 
Archbifhop of Canterbury, to whom, it was defigned 
to be add re fled. Upon this occafion that excellent 
Prelate declared, that the perufal of it had given him 
prodigious pleafure ; and, with regard to the Authpr's 
intention of tnfcribing it to him, that he was proud 
of being tranfmitted to poflerity, as a friend to fuch 
doctrine, fo explained and illuminated. When the 
poem was actually publifhed, the Archbilhop wrote to 
Mr. Browne the following letter : 

' SIR, « r 

* I F my indifpofition, and the feafon of the year 

* did not hinder me, I would wait upon you, and 

* kifs your han^s for a very fine prefent which you 

* have made me. I have read It, and could J>e- 

* come lavifh in its praifes ; but thofe cxpreflions of 

* applaufe mufl be reserved for other ears than yours. 

* Thus far, however, I mufl: and will declare, that 

* for the plan and conflru&ion of it, the juftnefs of 

* the fentiments, the pure Latinity and clear diction, 

* the harmony of the numbers, the enchanting imi- 

* tation of the. great Roman mailer, the beauty, 

* choice, an^i aptnefs of. the allufions, and the ilrong, 

* though delicate, encomiums, fo fparingly and ju- 

* dicioufly employed, die poem is incomparable. 

* What an Inference arifes. from hence to tha honour 
' of the man, to whom you have been pleafed to ad- 
€ drefs it ! I know, his heart, and kno.w it to be 
1 full 09 the warmeit acknovyledgrnents to you, for fo 

* fingularadiflinaion. ' 
€ J am, dear Sir, 

Croydon-Houfe, * Your obliged and 
Dec. 20, 1753. * affured Friend, 

' Tho. Cantuar.' 
boM yl , csvA cVrn .hfiSfn yM «*A.in onto?/ * 
Dr. Edward Barnard, the prefent learned and 
worthy Provoft of Eton College, told Mr. Browne, 
both by writing and in ^Onveriation, that, In treating 
a very intereflirpg arid important fubjecl, he 'had 
adopted, with great judgment, the manner of Lucre- 
tius, but th^t his arguments were conducted with 
more logic and perfpicuity ; and that he had very hap- 
pily enriched the didactic flile whh many fentiments 
and expreffions from the more glowing parts of Cieero's 
1 philofophical pieces. Richard Owen Cambridge, Efq; 
to whom the poetical world is fo much indebted for 
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the Scribleriad, and feveral other excellent poems, 
was full of his friend's praifes on this occafion. 
Mr. Upton, the editor of Spenfer, called it a truly 
immortal poem ; and the eminent Bifhop Hoadly 
declared, that he had no doubt, but that it would be 
always highly efteemed by all men of true taile and 
learning. Dr. Green, the late Bifliop of Lincoln, 
after bellowing the hjgheft applaufe upon it, adds, 
1 I am better pleafed, when I con fid er the nature of 
f the fubject, with that neatnefs and purity of diction 

* which is fpread ewer the whole, than I mould rhave 
' been, had more poetical ornaments been bellowed 
' upon it, and which you manifeflly could have be- 

* flowed upon it, had your judgment allowed it. 

* In this point I mull differ from the Critics in this 
€ place (Cambridge), who are rather difpofed to 

* blame the fparing manner in which you aimed at 

* embellifliing it.* / James Harris, 'Efq; whofe name, 
as a polite and profound fcholar, is above all en- 
comium, declared himfelf to Mr. Brovvne in theie 
terms : € I need not enter into a detail, to Ihew how 
f well you have followed, not fervilely imitated, Lu- 
f cretius and Virgil ; how perfpicuoufly, as well as 
' elegantly, you have handled fome of the abflrufeft 
' arguments ; how juftly you have preserved the latent 
' force of order, without the pedantic oftentatjon of 

* it. J r^eed not, I fay, enter into a detail of all 

* this ; but if I were to be copious upon this, and 

* much more, I fhould not exceed the bounds of truth 
( and impartial criticifm (2)/ 

B elides jhefe teftimonies of his eminent and learned 
friends, Mr. Browne had many compliments paid to 
him in print, on .account of his poem, ' De Animi 
€ Immortalitate allof them without his knowledge, 
and fome of them from perfons unknown to him. To 
infert them, after what hath been already produced', 
would be fuperfluous ; and, therefore, we fhall con- 
tent ourfelves with reciting a fingle fentence, which 
incUides in it the ^probation of two names of de- 
ferved note in the literary and poetical world. Dr. 
Beattie, in his Efl'ay on the utility of claffical learn- 
ing, having mentioned our Author, amongll others, 
as having derive4 aclvantage from the practice, at 
fchool, of writing Latin exercifes in verfe, fubjoins 
the following note : * Jfaac Hawkins Brovvne, Efq; 
f author of feveral excellent poems, particularly one 

* in Latin, on the immortality of the foul • of which 
' Mrs. Carter juflJy fays, that it does honour to our 

* country (3).' 

< Eflays 


(z) The above 
particulars are 
tiken from 
original letters 
in the pofTelTioa 
of the prefect 
Mr. Hawkins 
Biowae. 


(%) BeattleV 
EfTays, p. 732* 
4fo edition* 
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BROWNE (Isaac Hawkins). 

c Efiay's moral, religious, and mifcellaneous (f).' But the beft tranflatiort of all is that by 
Soamejenyns, Efq; printed in his Mifcellanies, and fincepublifhed in Mr. Browne's Poems. 
"Thefe teftimonies and attentions paid to our ingenious Author's principal production, 
are ftriking evidences of the high fenfe which was entertained of its merit : and that it 
deferved thefe inftances of approbation, a perufal of it will oblige us to acknowledge. 
For, not to mention the ufefulnefs and importance of the fubjeit, every man of tafte 
muft feel that the poem is admirable for its perfpicuity, precifion, and order j and that 
it unites the philofophical learning and elegance of Cicero, with the numbers, and 
much of the poetry, of Lucretius and Virgil [CJ; Mr. Browne intended to have added 

a third 


[C] With the numbers an J much of the poetry of Lu- 
cretius and Virgil.'] Though the poem is fo well 
known to our learned readers, we mould fcarcely do 
juftice to the memory of the ingenious writer, if we 
did not infert a fpecimen of it ; which we mall take, 
without aiming at any particular felection, from the 
fir ft book. 

1 Jam quorum undanti eloquium fluit amne, ra- 
* pitque 

* Quo velit affectus, tonitruque et fulgura mifcet ; 

* Divitias trahit uncle fuas ? Vigor igneus ille 

* Num mortale fonat ? Quid cenfes carmina vatum ? 

* Sive etenim flexu numerorum vique cnora, 

* Oblectet varia dulcedine lapfus ad aures ; 
Seu, fpeciofa canens rerum miracula, ficlis 
Laudat imaginibus, peragretque per intima cordis ; 
Nil parvum fpirat, nil non fublime Poeta; 
Cumque fuper terris qua: hunt, quxque tuemar 
Omnia, curriculo volventia Temper eodem, 
Non explent animum, varia et magis ampla pe- 

* tentem ; 

Sanctus adeft Vates, per quern fublirnior ordo, 
Pulcrior et fpecies, et mentis idonea votis 
Exoritur, vitae fpes auguriumque future. 

* Quid, qui coeleftes norunt defcribere motus ; 
Sidera, qua circa folem, qua lege Cometae 
Immenfum per Inane rotentur, ut sethere vafto 
Aftra alia illuftrent alios immota planetas ; 
Nonne hanc credideris mentem, quae nunc quoq; 

* Caelum 

Aftraque pervolitat, delapfam ccelitus, illuc 
Unde abiit remeare, fuafque revifere fedes ? 

* Qui tandem haec fierent nifi quoedam in mente 
« fubeflet 

Vis fua materia; mixtura immunis ab omni ? 
Confcia porro fibi eft, vult, nonvult, odit, amatque, 
Et timet, et fperat ; gaudet, mceretque fua vi 
Ipfa ; minifterio neque corporis indiget ullo : 
Vinbus ipfa fuis inter fe comparat, et res 
Sejungit rebus ; vaga diflbciataque Veri 
Membra minutatim legit, ac concinnat amice. 
Elicit hinc rerum caufas, atque ambus artes 
Hinc alias aliis fuper extruit ordine pulcro ; 
Et magw atque magis fumma ad faftigia tendit 
Unde omnis feries caufarum apparet, et omnia 
Numinis a folio ad terram demifta catena. 
Denique et in fefe defcendit, et afpicit intus 
Rerum ideas, quo quaeque modo nafcantur ; etunde 
Cogitet, ac propc jam fua quae fit fabrica novit. 
Tantane corporea eft virtus ? An machina vires 
Percipit ulla fuas, aut quid fibi praebeat efcam ? 
Omne etenim corpus nihil eft nifi machina, motu 
Impulfa externo, non interiore fuoque. 

* Vulgi igitur ftudiis noli altae mentis acumen 
Metiri ; aft illos, etiam nunc laude recentes, 
Contemplare viros tellus quos Attica, vel quos 
Roma, nec alterutri cedens tulit Anglia, nutrix 
Heroum, dum tempus erat, melioribus annis. 
« Quid tibi tot memorem divino pe&ore vates, 
Totve repertores legum, fandive potentes ? 
Quid, per quos venit fpettanda fcientia ; dudum 
Informi cooperta fitu, lucemque perofa ? 
Ante alios vero Baconus, ut aetherius fol, 
Effulgens, artes aditum patefecit ad omnes. 
Hie a figmentis Sophiam revocavit ineptis 
Primus j quaque regit fida Experientia greffus, 
Securum per iter, Newtono fcilicet idem 
Defignatque viam, et pnecurfor lampada tradit. 
« Illuftres animae ! Si quid mortalia tangunt 
Coelicolas, fi gentis adhuc cura ulla Britannae ; 
Vos precor, antiquum Vos inftaurate vigorem ; 
Ut tandem excuffo nitamur ad ardua fomno, 
Virtutis verse memores, et laudis avitae. < 


\ 


* Nempe horum egregias reor haud fine nuraine 

1 dotes 

* Enafci potuifTe ; Deum quin tempore in omni 
€ Confperfiffe, velut ftellas, hinc inde locorum 

* Splendidiora animi quafi quaedam Jumina ; ut iftb 
f Accenfa exemplis fe degener eiFerat aetas, 

* Agnofcatque fui quam fit fublimis Grigo/ 

€ When now the rapid ftream of Eloquence 
5 Bears all before it, paffion, reafon, fenfe, 
' Can its dread thunder, or its lightning's force 
1 Derive their eflence from a mortal fource ? 

* What think you of the bard's enchanting art, 

' Which, whether he attempts to warm the heart 

' With fabled fcenes, or charm the ear with rhime, 

' Breathes all pathetic, lovely, and fublime? 

* Whilft things on earth roll round from age to age, 
' The fame dull force repeated ; on the ftage 

* The Poet gives us a creation new, 

* More pleafing, and more perfect than the true ; 

* The mind, who always to perfection haftes, 
■ Perfection, fuch as here Ihe never taftes, 

f With gratitude accepts the kind deceit, 
f And thence forefees a fyftem more compleat. 
s Of thofe what think you, who the circling race 

* Of funs, and their revolving planets trace, 

* And comets journeying through unbounded fpace? _ 

* Say, can you doubt, but that th' all-fearching foul, 
1 That now can traverfe heaven from pole to pole, 

* From thence defcending vifits but this earth, 

* And fhall once more regain the regions of her birth ? 

c Could fne thus act, unlefs fome Power unknown, 

* From matter quite diftinct, and all her own, 

* Supported, and impell'd her? She approves 

* Self-confcious, and condemns : fhe hates, and loves, 

* Mourns, and rejoices, hopes, and is afraid, 

* Without the body's unrequefted aid : 

* Her own internal ftrength her reafon guides, 

' By this fhe now compares things, now divides ; 

* Truth's fcatterd fragments piece by piece collects, 

* Rejoins, and thence her edifice erects ; 

* Piles arts on arts, effects to caufes ties, 

* And rears th' afpiring fabric to the fkies : 

* From whence, as on a diftant plain below, 

* She fees from caufes confequences flow, 

* And the whole chain diftinctly comprehends, 

* Which from th' Almighty's throne to earth defcends : 

* And laftly, turning inwardly her eyes, 
' Perceives how all her own ideas rife, 

* Contemplates what fhe is, and whence fhe came, 

c And almoft comprehends her own amazing frame. 

* Can mere machines be with fuch pow'rs endued, 

* Or confeious of thofe pow'rs, fuppofe they could ? 

* For body is but a machine alone 

* Mov'd by external force, and impulfe hot its own; 

* Rate not th' extenfion of the human mind 
c By the plebeian ftandard of mankind, 

4 But by the fize of thofe gigantic few, 

* Whom Greece and Rome ftill offer to our view ; 
' Or Britain well-deferving equal praife, 

f Parent of heroes too in better days. 

' Why fhould I try her num'rous fons to name 

* By verfe, law, eloquence confign'd to fame ? 

* Or who have fore'd fair Science into light 
c Long loft in darknefs, and afraid of light. 
' O'er all fuperior, like the folar ray 

* Firft Bacon ufherM in the dawning day, 

* And drove the mifts of fophiftry away ; 

* Pervaded nature with amazing force, 

* Following experience ftill throughout his courfe, 

* And finifhing at length his deftin'd way 

* To Newton he bequeath'd the radiant lamp of day, 

* Illuftrious fouls if any tender cares 

* Affect angelic breads for man's affairs, 


1 


if 


1 


6s « 


(4) Bfowne's 
Poems, p. 8— 
P- 53 — 57* 


BROWNE (Isaac Hawkins). 

& third book. In thefe three books, he propofed to carry natural religion as far as \i 
would go, and in fo doing, to lay the true foundation of Chriftianity, of which he was 
a firm believer. But he went no farther than to leave a fragment of the third book, 
which gives us caufe to lament that he did not complete the whole. 

Though Mr. Browne was not bred to a profeflion, and fat feveral years in parliament, 
he was not fo fnining or diftinguifhed a charatter in public as in private life. His 
private life was chiefly divided between his books and his friends. His reading took 
in a large compafs , but he had the greateft delight in the Greek and Roman writers. 
Few men formed fo early and lafting a tafte, and acquired fo familiar a knowledge of 
the ancient poets, philofophers, orators, and hiftorians, particularly thofe of the pureft 
ages ; and hence it was, that he derived the happy art of transfufing into the more fe- 
frious of his compofitions, the graces of their diflion, and the ftrength of their fenti- 
ments, without plagiarifm or fervile imitation. He was very converlant, likewife, with 
the beft Englifh and Italian authors. His memory enabled him to retain every thing 
which he had heard or read and he could repeat, with the greateft facility and grace- 
fulnefs, the fine paffages he had treafured up in his mind. Having a perfeft ear for 
harmony and rhythm, he was an admirable reader both of profe and verfe. Without 
having ever applied himfelf to the praftice of mufic, his natural tafte for it rendered 
him a good judge in that delightful art. With thefe various accomplifhments, to which 
were added, a remarkably happy talent of telling a ftory, a genuine flow of wit(*), as (*) Lor <? Lyttet- 
well as eloquence, a peculiar vein of humour, and, indeed, an excellence in every fpe- fiue^wh^Mr!* 
cies of converfation, it is not furprifing that his company was almoft univerfally fought Browrc "Hit" 
for and defired. His acquaintance was fo courted, that, though his private inclination oviock^in"^ 
would have led him to have lived retired, in the fociety of a few old friends, he be- 
came, at different periods of his life, intimate with all the diftinguiftied men of the 
age, and with thofe efpecially, who were moil eminent for their learning and parlia- 
mentary abilities. His particular friends were perfons of diftinguifhed merit and virtue. 
By thefe he was held in the higheft efteem and refpett, and his union with them was 
never broken by any thing but death, His fine feelings, his enlarged and exalted fen- 
timents, and the general excellence of his character, continued to render any focial 
connexions with him as lafting as they were defirable and delightful. The moft inti- 
mate friend he ever had was Paul Feilde, Efqj of Stanfted Bury, near Hoddefdon in 
Hertfordshire, and one of the prefent reprefentatives in parliament for the borough of 
Hertford. One great objeft of Mr. Browne's attention, during the latter part of his 
life, was the education of his only fon, to whom he was an excellent father and inftru&or. 
Our Author, after having laboured a confiderable time under a weak and infirm ftate of 
health, died, of a lingering illnefs, at his houfe in Great Ruflel-ftrect, Bloomfbury- 
fquare, London, on the 14th of February, 1760, in the fifty-fifth year of his age. 
In 1768, the prefent Mr. Hawkins Browne publifhed an elegant edition, in large oc- 
tavo, of his father's poems [D] ; upon which occafion he had the fatisfaftion of receiv- 
ing 


he 

morning, faid to 
him, * Sir, you 

* make a rake 

* of me : there 
' is no parting 
1 with you at 

* feafonable 

* hours; for 

* methinks you 
' are like the 

' nightingale, 
' whofe fweeteft 

* fong is at 

* midnight.* 

* No, my Lord/ 
returned Mr. 
Browne, « fay 

€ rather that I 
4 am like the 

* flying fifn 5 

4 and that, hav* 
4 ing wetted my 

* wings, I foar 

* above my elc- 

* ment (§).» 


4 If in your prefent happy heav'nJy ftate, 

* You're not regard lefs quite of Britain's fate, 

* Let this degen 'rate land again be bleft 
With that true vigour which fhe once pofTeft ; 

4 Compel us to unfold our flumb'ring eyes 

* And to our ancient dignity to rife. 

* Such wond'rous pow'rs as thefe mutt fure be given 

* For moft important purpofes by heaven ; 

* Who bids thefe ftars as bright examples mine 

* Befprinkled thinly by the hand divine, 
4 To form to virtue each degenerate time, 

* And point out to the foul its origin fublime (4)/ 


rakifh officer, during a time of profound peace. Ei- 
fhop Hoadly faid, that the verfes would do more good 
than twenty fermons ; and the late Lord Lyttelton ex- 
pre/Ted a high commendation of their moral tendency. 
* An Epitaph, in imitation of Dryden.' f A Pipe of 
' Tobacco.* ' The Fire-fide, a paltoral Soliloquy.' 
This may require fome explanation. It was written, as 
is believed, in the Summer of 1746; and the Poet 
a flumes the character of the famous Earl Granville. 
Thofe who were moft intimate with his Lordfhip fay* 
that his character is painted to the life. Lord Gran- 
ville had at that time taken the Seals; and, in order 
to underftand the allufions of the poem, it is necef- 
[D] Puhlijhed an elegant edition, in large ctfaw, of fai 7 to have fome knowledge of the ftate of parties 
father's foems ] To this edition is prefixed a print and P olltlcal connedions at home, and the interefts of 

the feveral courts of Europe, at that period. 


(§) From the 
information of 
Mr. Wharton, 
who had the 
anecdote from 
Dr. Campbell. 


of the Author, from a painting of Mr. Highmore's, 
engraved by Ravenet. The Editor's preface is lhort 
and modeft. The poems contained in this collection 
Hand in the following order; 1 De Animi Imrribrta- 

* litate.' * Mr. Soame Jenyns's trariflation.' * On 

* Defign and Beauty.' * A Letter 'from a Captain in 

* Country Quarters to his 'Corinna in town.' The 
publication of this hath been objected to, but with- 
out fufficierit reafon. The irony is fo obvious, that 
it cannot well be miftaken. The faft was, that a 
young officer, a friend of Mr. Browne's, wanted to 
carry a miftrefs with him to his country quarters ; and 
lie defired our Author to write a copy of verfes, to 
perfuaae fome lady of eafy virtue to comply with his 
requeft. Mr. Browne Wrote thefe veffes, which were 
defigned as a llrong ridicule, and fevere reproof of fuch 
kind of criminal conneclions ; and they produced an 
immediate effect ; for the young gentleman gave up 
all thoughts of his intended cbmrJanion. The whole 
xnuft be confidered as wrieten in the character of a 


Ho- 

- race, Ode 14, Book 1, imitated, in 1746.' * A 
f Latin Ode, addreffed to Mr. HighmoTe. , t On 
■ Phcebe.' « On the fame.' * To fome Ladies, 

* who faid the Author loved Chicken.* * On the 
1 Author's Birth- day.' e On a Fit of the Gout/ 
It hath been obferved of thefe verfes, that they have 
both good poetry and good philofophy to recommend 
them (5). * An Ode addrefled to the Hon. Charles 

* York.' This was compoied a fhort time before 
Lord Hardwicke refigned the Seals. The follow- 
ing paflage, in the * De Animi Immortalitate,' was 
defigned as a compliment to that noble Lord and his 
five ions, all of whom were at that time coming out 
intQ-the world, and highly diftinguifhed for their-ac- 
complifhmcnts and virtues. 

Non fi contingant vitam quaecunque bearint; 

Ingenii vis, eloquium, pruJenria, mores, 
' Invidia fine partus honos, longo ordine nau 
c Clari omnes.patria.pariter virtute fuaque .(6).' 

2 * An 


(5) Monthly 
Review, Vol, 
xxxviii. p. 36a. 


(6) De Animi 
Immortaliute, 
lib. i. verf. 364 
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ing frelh teftimonies to their merit, from the Bifliop of Lincoln (Dr. Green), Dr. John 
Hoadly, Dr. Campbell, Dr. Warburton the late celebrated Bifliop of Gloucefter, and 
feveral eminent perfons no\fc living. The letter of Dr. Warburton (hall be here 
recited. 


(•) Tn this ar- 
ticle we are much 
indebted to the 
Rev. Dr. Bal- 
guy, and very 
particularly io 
Mr. Lockyer 
Div is. Through 
him we are, like- 
wife, obliged to 
the Rev- Mr. 
Farift, and 
others. Our 
peculiar obliga- 
tions to fome 
gentlemen be- 
tides, will ap- 
pear inthecourfe 
uf the article. 


* S I R, Prior Park, Feb. 7, 1768. 

€ I HAVE the honouf and favour of receiving from you a very valuable prefent of 
your father's works : whofe great parts and knowledge, in more arts and fciences than 
one, few men had the pleafing opportunity of knowing more than I had. His happy 
vein in poetry made him ftand amongft the foremoft of the art, in his lifetime and 
he will be amongft the laft that barbarity and ignorance (faft returning upon us) 
fhall be able to obliterate* This mark of your filial piety to fo diftinguifhed a perfon 
will do you lading honour, and give much pleafure to the friends of his family, in 
which number I defire to be reckoned, being, 

S I R, 

Your obliged and obedient humble Servant, 

W. Gloucester (g)* 9 ] K. 


* An Epode, written in the Year 1756 at the be- 
ginning of the late war, after the King of Pruffia's firft 
glorious campaign, and before our great victories. * A 
' Tranflation of a Fragment of Solon.' ' Fragmentum*' 
Mr. Browne wrote feveral other things ; but his fon 
publifhed chiefly thofe of hi* father's poems which 
had appeared in print in his lifetime. Thofe which 
remain in mantifcript, are generally of a private or 
temporary nature ; though many of them would do 
him no fmall honour, and afford ftrong proofs of the 
ivit and humour which he fo eminently poflefled. 
All the pieces, the dates of which have not been dif- 
tinftly fpecifted, were written before his marriage. 
Several of his productions were inferred, with his 
own con fen t, in Mr. Robert Dodflcy's Collection, in 
fix volumes. 

The late ingenious Thomas Edwards, Efq; ad- 
drefled two Sonnets to our Poet, with the fecond of 
which we fhall conclude this note. 


f QNCE more, my Hawkins, I attempt to raife 

* My feeble voice to urge the tuneful fong 

* Of that fweet Mufe, which to her Country's 
* wrong 

1 Or fleeps, or only wakes to Latian lays. 

4 Great is the Merit, well-deferv'd the praife 

c Of that I aft Work, where reafoning jufl and 
* ftrong 

1 In charming verfe thy name fhall bear along 
' To learned foreigners, and future days : 

* Yet do not thou thy native language fcorn 

* In which great Shakefpeare, Spenfer, Milton fang 
€ Such ftrains as may with Greek or Roman vie : 

f This cultivate, raife, polifh, and adorn ; 

* So each fair Maid (hall on thy numbers hang, 
* And every Briton blefs thy melody (7).' 


fg) From the 
Original, in Mr* 
Hawkins 
Browne's pof- 
fcflion. 


(7) Prefixed to 
Mr. Hawkins 
Browne'sPoems, 
and published in 
the Canons of 
Criticiim. 


# * 


[BROWN (John) (*), a Clergyman of the Church of England, and an inge- 
nious Writer in various kinds of composition, was born at Rothbury, in the county of 
Northumberland, on the 5th of November 17 1 5. The family from which he was 
defcended were the Browns of Colftown, near Haddington in Scotland (a). His mo- 
ther's maiden name was Potts, and his father, Mr. John Brown, who was a native of 
Duns, in Scotland, had been at firft defigned for the profefllon of pliyfic, and had 
ftudied at Edinburgh with that view ; but afterwards changed his purpofe, and en- 
tered into the fervice of the church. He was ordained by one of the Scotch Arch- 
bifhops ; but we know not whether he ever exercifed any part of his minifterial func- 
tions in his own country. After fome time he removed to England, where he became 
Curate to Dr. John Thomlinfon, Redtor of Rothbury, and continued in that ftation 
till, on the recommendation of Dr. Thomlinfon, he was collated, by Dr. Nicolfon, 
Bifliop of Carlifle, to the Vicarage of Wigton in Cumberland. This was in the latter 
end of the year 17 15. Mr. Brown, upon this preferment, carried his infant fon to 
Wigton, at the grammar fchool of which place our Author received the firft part of 
his education. From thence he was removed to Cambridge, at which Univerfity he 
was matriculated on the 1 8th of December 1732, and entered of St. John's College* 
where he was put under the tuition of Dr. Tonftal. Young Brown remained at the 
Univerfity till, in 1735, he had taken the degree of Bachelor of Arts, which he did 
with confiderable marks of diftindtion, being amongft the Wranglers, and it is under- 
flood that his name was at the head of the lift* From Cambridge he returned to Wig- 
ton, and received/ in due courfe, both Deacon's and Prieft's orders, from the hands of 
Sir George Fleming, Bifliop of Carlifle. His firft fettlement was in that city, being 
appointed, by the Dean and Chapter, a Minor Canon and Ledlurer of the Cathedral 
Church. Here Mr. Brown lived fome years in obfeurity ; and we know nothing farther 
of him during this period, but that, in 1739, he went to Cambridge, to take his de- 
gree of Mafter of Arts. When the rebellion happened, in 1745, he diftinguifhed 
himfelf by his zeal for government, and adted as a volunteer at the fiege of Carlifle, 
during which he behaved with great intrepidity. After the defeat of the rebels, when 
feveral of them were tried, at the Affizes held at Carlifle, in the Summer of 1746, he 
preached at the cathedral church of that city two excellent difcourfes [yf], on the 

mutual 


(a) This ap- 
pears from hit 
Will. 


[J] He preached at the cathedral church of thai 
rity two excellent Difcourfes.] Thefe Difcourfes, which 
are well worthy of perufal, have been printed in Dr. 
Brown's Sermons, The following extract will fhew 

Vol. H. 


the jufl fentiments he entertained with regard to 
freedom of enquiry. ' Thus favourable is religiou? 
f truth to civil liberty, which in its turn becomes no 
« lefs the fupport of religious truth. Indeed not only 
8 D •the 
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( f ) fcrown's Scr- 
tnons cn various 
Subjects, p. 78, 
1* 


mutual connection between religious truth and civil freedom 5 and between fuperftition, 
tyranny, irreligion, and licentioufnefs. 

Mr. Brown's attachment to Whiggifm procured him the friendfhip of Dr. Ofbaldef- 
ton, who was zealoufly devoted to the fame caufe j and who contributed to his obtaining 
from the Dean and Chapter of Carlifle the living of Morland in the county of Weftmor- 
land. When, on the death of Sir George Fleming, Dr. Ofbaldefton was advanced to 
that See, he appointed our Author (but whether immediately or not, we cannot pofi- 
tively fay) one of his chaplains. We are told that Mr. Brown quitted his place of Mi- 
nor Canon, on the following occafion. One day, in performing divine fervice, he 
omitted the Athanafian Creed. The omiffion, which did not proceed from any fcruples' 
upon the fubjeft, was merely accidental. The Chapter, however, which confifted of 
men very zealous for eftablifhed opinions, reproved him, for his negleft, in terms to 
which he did not choofe to fubmit ; and, therefore, on the next Sunday, he read the 
Creed, out of courfe, to vindicate his orthodoxy, and immediately after refigned his 
office. 

It was probably in the early part of our Author's life, and during his refidence at 
Carlifle, that he wrote his poem intitled, f Honour,' inferibed to the Lord Vifcount 
Lonfdale. The defign of this piece is to fhew, that true honour can alone be founded 
in virtue ; and in fupport of lb juft a doftrine, the Writer advances many excellent 
fentiments, delivered in accurate and elegant verification [2?]. Mr. Brown's next 
poetical production, though not immediately publifhed, was his Eflay on Satire, in 
three parts ; and which was of confiderable advantage to him, both in point of fame 
and fortune. It was addrefTed to Dr. Warburton, to whom it was fo acceptable, that 
he took our Author into his friendfhip, which was followed, of courfe, with the friend- 
fhip of Ralph Allen, Efq; of Prior-park, near Bath. This benevolent gentleman was 
very generous to Mr. Brown, at a time when his circtimftances had not railed him above 
pecuniary obligations. While he was entertained at Mr. Allen's, he preached at the 
Abbey Church at Bath, on the 2id of April 1750, a fermon for promoting the charity 
and fubfeription towards the general Hofpital in that city. It was intitled, c On the 
c Purfuit of falfe Pleaiure, and the Mifchiefs of immoderate Gaming ;' and there was 


* the perfection, but the very being of religious truth 
r depends on the exercife of freedom. Whatever 

* fome may fear from an open and unlimited enquiry, 

* it feems evidently the only means God hath vouch- 
f fafed us for the attainment of truth. The abufe of 

* it may be dangerous, but the want of it is fatal : 

* without this, opinion degenerates into abfurdity, as 

* a field runs to weeds without a proper cultivation. 
' Such are the undoubted principles of the Gofpel, 

* where we are commanded to prove all things and 

* hold f aft that which is good ; where we are not only 

* allowed, but required to be able to give a reafon for 
' the faith and the hope that is in us. This principle is 

* confonant with the ftriclcft reafon. It is falfehood 

* only that loves and retires into darknefs : Truth 
1 delights in the day, and demands no more than a 

* juft and a ftrong light, to appear in perfect beauty. 

* A rigid examination is its only teft : For we know 

* by experience, that even obftinacy and error can 

* endure the fires of perfecution ; but it is genuine 

* truth, and that alone, which comes out pure and 

* unchanged from the fewer tortures of debate (i).' 
The fubfcquent paflage finely rcprefents the different 
effects of religion and atheifm. 1 Thus religion, 

* wherever fencer ely and habitually embraced, is the 
g natural parent of integrity and virtue : Whereas 
' atheifm, at beft, leaves a man to the impulfe of 
' appetite and paflion. The religious man hath 
' gained a full view of his fovereign good; — the 

* atheift muft feek it in the darknefs and irregularities 

* of his temper. 'I he one keeps his eye fixed on the 

* pole-ftar that leads him afluredly to happinefs ; — 

* the other becomes the fport of every guftof pafTion, 

* — a prey to the tempefts of his own heart. The 
' Chriftian reveres his nature, as he is one of the fons 
' of God, and heirs of immortality ; — the unbeliever 
4 defpifeth himfelf as the work of chance, as being 
' no more than one of the beafts that perijh. The 

* firft looks up to heaven with hope and joy; — the 

* latter, which way foevcf he turns his eyes, meets 

* with nothing but defpondence and defpair. In a 
' word, religion includes and inforces all the obli- 

* gat ions to virtue ; — atheifm, all the temptations to 

* vice. And though it is admitted that fome noble 

* characters would, under any circumftances, pur- 
1 fuc virtue for its $wn fake ; yet if we figure, to our- 
' felves a man deprived of all the hopes, and let loofe 

" from all the fears of a futurity, nor yet guarded by 1 
1 an uncommon fhare both of philofophy and fine 


€ temper, we fhal! with reafon conclude, that his 
' fentiments are as juftly as they are elegantly de- 

* fcribed in the following paflage of the Book of 

* Wifdom : We are born at all adventure, and vje 

e ftiall be hereafter as though we had never been; —our 
4 body Jhall be turned into ajhes, and our fpirit Jhall 
' vanijh as the foft air : — Come on therefore, and let us 

* enjoy the good things that are prefent ; let us fill our 
c felves with coftly vjine and ointments, and let no flower 
t of the fpring pafs by us : Let us crown our felves vjith 
€ rofe-buds before they be withered ; let none of us go 

* without his part of our voluptuoufnrfs ; let us leave 
€ tokens of jc vfulnefs in every place ; for this is our por- 
1 tion, and our lot is this. Let us opprefs the poor that 
' is righteous, let us not fpare the widow, nor reverence 

1 the white hairs of the aged ; but let our 'firength be the /ij 

■ law ofjuftice(-f) (z).' ch. ii. ' ^ 

[B] Delivered in accurate and elegant verification.] (2) Brown's St- 
We fhall infert fome lines as a fpeciinen of this poem, mons on various 
and which will prove that the character we have Sub .i e ^ s > p. 10*' 
given of it is juft. I0 ^* 

* Where then is found True Honour, heavenly 

fair ? 

* Afk, Lonsdale, afk your hcart-fhe dictates there. 
1 Yes : 'tis in Virtue : — —That alone can give 

1 The Lifting honour, and bid glory live : 

* On Virtue's bails only Fame can rife, 

€ To ftand the ftorms of age, and reach the fkies : 

* Arts, conqueft, greatnefs, feel the ftroke of fate, 

( Shrink fudden, and betray th' incumbent weight; 

* Time with contempt the faithlefs props furveys, 
" And buries madmen in the heaps they raife." 

* 'Tis Virtue only can the bard infpirej 

* And fill his raptur'd breaft with Lifting fire : 

1 Touch'd by th' ethereal ray each kindled line 
f Beams ftrong : ftill Virtue feeds the flame divine : . 
1 Where-e'er fhe treads fhe leaves her footfteps bright, 
c In radiant trads of never dying light ; 
; Thefe fhed the luftre o'er each facred name, 
c Give Spenser's clear, and Shakespeare's noble 
* flame ; 

1 Blaze to the fkies in Milton's ardent fong, 
f And kindle the brifk-fal lying fire of Young ; 
1 Thefe gild each humble verfe in modeft Gay; 

Thefe give to Swift the keen, foul-piercing ray ; 

Mildly through Addison's chafte pnge they (hine, 

And glow and warm in Pope's immortal line (3).' 


prefixed 


(3) Dodfhy's 
Collision, vol. 

ill, p, 292. 
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prefixed to it, when publifhed, the Following advertifement : c In juftice to -the .ma- 
■ giftrates of the city of Bath, it is thought proper to inform. the reader, that the public 
c gaming-tables- were by them fupprefled there, foon after the preaching of this fermon/ 
Such an effect did honour to the preacher's eloquence •> and the difcourfe itfelf will 
fhew that it was worthy of the fuccefs with which it was attended. In the next year, 
appeared the Eflay on Satire; being given to the world in the fecond volume of Dr. 
Warburton's edition of Pope's Works, with which it ftill continues to be printed, as 
well as in Dodfley's Collection. In the third part of the Effay, in which the Author 
celebrates the mo ft eminent Satirifts, he hath drawn Mr. Pope's poetical character to 
great advantage [C]. About this time Mr. Brown began to make no fmall figure as 
a writer : for it was in 175 1 that he publifhed what, perhaps, may ftill be regarded as 
his capital production $ we mean his f Eflays on the Charafteriftics of the Earl of 
4 Shaftefbury . I. On Ridicule, confidered as a Teft of Truth. II. On the Motives 
f to Virtue, and the Neceflity of religious Principle. III. On revealed Religion, and 
c Chriftianity.' The work was dedicated to Ralph Allen, Efq; and was received by 
the public with a high degree of applaufe. This applaufe it deierved ; for it is certainly 
written with elegance and fpirit, with candour and politenefs. While juftice is done 
to Lord Shaftefbury's excellencies, many of his erroneous pofitions are unanfwerably 
refuted. In faying thus much concerning Mr. Brown's publication, we do not mean to 
intimate our concurrence with every thing which hath been advanced by him. We 
think that he hath fallen into errors as well as the noble Writer whom he hath attacked $ 
and, in particular, we cannot agree with him in the whole of what he hath faid con- 
cerning the nature and obligation of virtue. In that part of the work which relates to 
revealed religion and Chriftianity, and which hath great merit, our Author is laid to 
have received confiderable affiftance from his father. It was not likely that an attack 
upon fo celebrated and fo admired a writer, as the Earl of Shaftefbury, fliould pafs un- 
noticed and uncenfured : and accordingly, Mr. Charles IJulkley, an ingenious and 
learned diflenting minifter, publifhed two pamphlets upon the occafion. The firft was 
intitled, 1 A Vindication of Lord Shaftefbury, on the Subject of Ridicule;' and the 
fecond, c A Vindication of Lord Shaftefbury, on the Subjects of Morality and Religion/ 
In the latter of thefe pieces, Mr. Bulkley hath defended his Lordfhip's fentiments, con- 
cerning the nature and foundation of morality and virtue, with ability and fpirit. There 
appeared, likewife, about the fame time, an anonymous publication, under the title of 
c Animadversions on Mr. Brown's three Eflays on the Chara£teriftics ;' the. concealed 
author of which endeavoured to prove, that Lord Shaftefbury was a believer in Chrifti- 
(h) Thcfe three anity (b). But whatever merit there might be in thde anfwers to Mr. Brown, or 
Jii^uKnlheTfor however jult might be fome of the remarks contained in them, they did not hinder 
^. Noon, in the the general reputation and fuccefs of his work; a fifth edition of which was pub- 
and the' begin- 1 ' liflied in 1764. Befides what our Author publifhed in his own name, in 1751, he had 
ningof 1752. t h e principal hand in the compofition of another book, which came out in that year, 
and was well received ; Mr. Charles Avilbn's Eflay on mufical Expreflion [/J]. In 

1754. 

[C] Hath draivnMr. Pope's poetical charaBer to great e At fancy's call who rear the wanton fail, 
advantage.] We cannot more advantageoufly dilplay * Sport with the ftream, and trifle in the gale : 
Dr. Brown's calents as a poet, than by inferting this f Sublimer views thy daring fpirit boiind ; 
characler. c Thy mighty voyage was creation's round ; 

i~j f . , ■ „ . .„ ~ . " - M * Intent new worlds of wifdom to explore, 

1 B , U ^ fee ' 3 u u S ' ■ t^t Genius fmile, . And blefs mankind wlth virtue's facred rtore • 

And Ihow r her bounties o er her favour d ifle : , Anobler j than wit can ive> ; t 

♦ Behold for Pope fhe twines the laurel crown, , AnJ pour Y moral tran f p0 rt o'er the heart. 

' £"<\ C n nterS , eV f 7 P ° e } 5 in ° ne ' ' Fantaftic wit fhoots momentary fires, 

« Each Remaps force adorns his various page ; , And ^ a m we > . 

' ^ay fmiles, col eded ftrength, and manly rage. , m( kindIed fa [he fuI hw s breath & y 

' ? ef rS ng Gul . I i and Dulnefs loath the fight, , L;kc the blue \- htnin | whlle it fllin deft ' , 

« As ipedres vanifh at approaching light : , fiut • fir ,| b T f uth>s eterna , * 

< In this clear mirror with delight we view , ^ and conftant> llke the fource ofd . 
« Each imagejuftly fine, and boldly true : , L;ke ^ {& beam , ific and refin , d 

• Here Vice, dragg'd forth by Truth , fupreme de- , Feeds> warmS) inf / rhSf and exalts the mind . 

„ , ,\ cree '. , 1 . r • ' Mildly difpels each wint'ry paffion's gloom, 

l^-} d r r Hat 5 S - • W 1 de /°- rm ; t r f- ' And opens all the virtues into bloomf 

While felf-feen Virtue in the faithful line , Thh ' immortal Po to thee be - . 

' With modeft joy furveys her form divine. , _ was indeed a fi from j^,* 

' ^ ut ° h ' Y Hat thou g hts : what n«"n.ners mall I find, , H ail, bard unequall'd, in whofe deathlefs line 

famtl J 'V*?' r P ° et S m l n r ' Reafon and wit with ftrength collected fliine : 

Wh ,° J- J- S eftuI .g ence u can dl ^ hy ' ' Where matchlefs wit but wins the fecond praife, 

< Unlefs he dip his penal in the ray ? , Loft nobl loft> in Truthvfliperior blai Z 

' Zu° Pain l a Fr T u S° 1 l in ? ,lre , ? , , , 'Did Friendship e'er miflead thy wand'ring Mufe ? 

' Whac . catch 5, he ll g htnin S' h l' the f P ee f of fire ? « That friendfhip fure may plead the great excufe, 

' S °- ml S "y PoP f ' to make thy genius known, , That facred fr f end(hi ^hich infpir'd thy.fong, 

' All pow'r is weak, all numbers but thy own. , ^ fe defeft and £ iM ^ 

< Each Mufe for thee with kind contention ftrove, , £rror m ^ ev>n ^ ^ an ^ ve 

« For thee the ^ Graces left th Idalian grove : , ^ almoft vinue when u flmvs from ^ ( } , , s 

' With watchful fondnefs o'er thy cradle hung, . ' Colieftion, vol. 

' Attun'd thy voice, and form'd thy infant tongue. [Z>] Mr. Charles Avifori's Effay on mufical Ex- jii.p.336— 338, 

« Next, to her bard majeftic Wifdom came ; prefiion.~\ This treatife is divided into three parts; 

' The bard enraptur'd caught the heav'nly flame : the firft of which confiders the force and effect of rau- 

' With uite fuperior fcorn'd the venal tribe, fic, and the analogies between mufic and painting. 

' Whom fear can fway, or guilty greatnefs bribe ; The fecond part, which is on mufical compofition, 
4 treats 


BROWN (John). 

1754, Mr. Brown printed a fermon, c On the Ufe and Abufe of Externals in Religion^* 
which he had preached at the confecration of St. James's Church in Whitehaven, be- 
fore Dr\ Ofbaldefton, Bifnop of Carliile. In this diicourfe, our ingenious Writer, 
while he allows, and contends for, the great expediency of ceremonials in worfhip, does 
not feem attached to any particular mode, as defigned to diftinguifh particular fe£ts> but 
vindicates the outward forms of devotion, only fo far as they are calculated to promote 
the purpofes of religion, and the general union of all the profeflions of Chriftianity* 
We apprehend it mult have been not long after this time that our Author was promoted j 
by the prefent Earl of Hardwicke, to the living of great Horkefley in Effex; which 
preferment his Lord {hip is underftood to have given at the folicitation of his brother, 
the Honourable Charles Yorke, to whom Mr. Brown had been recommended by 
Dr. Warburton. Mr. Brown's next appearance in the world, as a writer, was in his 
poetical capacity. In the beginning of the year 1755, his Tragedy, intitled, < Bar- 
€ baroflV was produced upon the ftage. Our Author informs his readers, in a fhort 
advertifement prefixed to it, that he aimed to write this piece, in its eflential parts, ac- 
cording to the model of ancient tragedy, fo far as modern ideas and manners would 
permit. Under the management of Mr, Garrick, who afted a capital part in it, it met 
with confiderable applaufe, during its reprefentation. When it came to be publilhed, 
it was expofed to a variety of ftri£tures and cenfures, as is the cafe with every dramatic 
production. However, ics merit is equal to that of many other modern pieces of the 
lame kind; and being what is called a play of buftle and bufinefs, it kept its footing 
upon the ftage for fevcral years. This tragedy introduced our Author to the acquaint- 
ance and friendfliip of Mr. Garrick, who wrote both the prologue and epilogue to Bar- 
barofla, and who himfelf fpoke the prologue, in the character of a country boy. By 
the favour of this eminent adtor, Dr. Brown (*) had a fecond tragedy, f Athelftan/ re- C*)Hehadtii 
prefented at the theatre in Drury-Lane, about the commencement of the year 1756. uhbo^oJlt 
Mr. Garrick performed a principal part in it, and wrote the epilogue. Athelftan was ^ e v c 5 ^ 9 ^ 
well received by the public, but did not become fo popular a play as Barbarofla, nor tlid^l ^ 
did it preferve lb long the pofleflion of the ftage. In excellence it was little, if at all, 
inferior to the other; and it met with the fame fate of being cenfured and condemned, 
as well as applauded. Some writer of the time thought proper to attack it in a feparate 
pamphlet of critical remarks. Dr. Brown did not give his name to the world, either 
with Barbarofla or Athelftan. 

We come now to what may be confidered as a great asra in our Author's literary life and 
character; we mean the publication, in 1757, of his famous c Eftimate of the Manners and 
c Principles of the Times.' The reception which this work met with from the public 
was highly flattering to the vanity of the writer, feven editions of it having been printed 
in little more than a year. It was, indeed, almoft univerfally read, and made an un- 
common impreflion upon the minds of great numbers of perlbns. To this, befides its 
own merit, it was, in part, indebted to its being well-timed. It came out when the 
minds of the people had been extremely deprefled by fome unprofperous events; and 
when, consequently, they were the more ready to liften to the melancholy, and, per- 
haps, too juft reprefentation that was given of the manners and principles of the nation* 
The chief defign of the Eftimate was to fliew that a vain, luxurious, and felfilh effe- 
minacy, in the higher ranks of life, marked the character of the age ; and to point 
out the eftefts iftd fources of this effeminacy. In the profecution of his defign, Dr, 

treats on the too clofc attachment to air, and neglect 
of harmony > on the too clofe attachment to har- 
mony, and neglect of air ; and on muiical exprelfion, 
fo far as it relates to the compofer. The third part, 
which is on mufical expreflion, as it relates to the per- 
former, includes the expreflive performance of mufic 
in general, and the expreflive performance of mufic in 
parts. ! To the fecond edition of the EfTay, which ap- 
peared in 1753, was added an ingenious and learned 
letter to the Author, concerning the Mufic of the An- 
cients, written by the late Dr. Jortin, though pub- 
lilhed without his name. Mr. Avifon's treatife, which, 
befides being drawn up in a very elegant manner, 
contains a number of fenfible arid important obfer- 
vations with regard to mufical exprelfion, was well re- 
ceived in the world. Some, however, thought it ra- 
ther too general and vague ; and others were di/Tatif- 
£ed with the fentiments which he delivered concern- 
ing the excellencies and defects of certain eminent mu- 
ficians. In 1753 were publifhed 1 Remarks on Mr. 

* Avifon's Eflay on mufical Expreflion : wherein the 

* Characters of feveral great Matters, both ancient 
■ and modern, are refcued from the Mifreprefenta- 
1 tions of the above Author ; and their real Merit 
f aflertcd and vindicated. In a Letter from a Gentle- 

* man in London to his Friend in the Country. 9 In 
this trail, which is now known to have been written 
by" jfne late Dr. Hayes, profeflbr of mufic at Oxford, 

6 Brown 


Mr. Avifon is treated with no fmall degree of feverity. 
The profeflbr goes fomewhat out of his way to attack 
Mr. Avifon's concertos ; befides which, he expofes, 
and, indeed, we think juftly, that gentleman's ig- 
norance of, or neglect of our ancient Englifh muii- 
cians, and the cold manner in which he had fpoken 
of Mr. Handel. Mr. Avifon wrote a reply to Dr. 
Hayes's remarks, in which he chiefly confines him- 
felf to a vindication of his own concertos. Se- 
veral other points wherein the profefTor appears to 
have had the advantage over him, he prudently leaves 
untouched (5). It ought to be remembered, that 
Avifon had been a difciple of Geminiani, the rival 
of Handel. Whenever Geminiani affected to hold 
Mr. Handel's compofitions cheap, it was ufual with 
him to fay, * Charley Avifon (hall make a better 
1 piece of mufic, in a month's time (6)\ Sir John 
Hawkins, fpeaking of the Effay on mufical Ex- 
preflion, fays, that there are in it fome judicious re- 
flexions on mufic in general, but that the divifion 
of modern authors into claries is rather fanciful than 
juftt and that, throughout his book, Mr. Avifon 
celebrates Marcello and Geminiani ; the latter fre- 
quently to the prejudice of Mr. Handel. Sir John 
is likewife of opinion, that the writer of the Re- 
marks upon Avifon feldom fails to prove him in the 
wrong (7). 


($) Seethe re» 
ply, at the en4 
of the 3d edi- 
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Jiflied in I775 f 

(6) Remarks on 
Mr, Avifon's 
Effay on muficil 
Expreflion, p. 
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Brown certainly difplayed much fagacity and ingenuity of bbfervatioh ; though it muft, 
likewife, be acknowledged, tWat his remarks are fometimes too minute, and that he 
writes with too great an air of felf-importance. At firft, however, he met with far 
more applaufe than cenfure [£]. But, in a courfe of time, feveral antagonifls rofe up 
againft: him, feme of whom were of very little confequence, while others were poffefled 
of a confiderable portion of ftrength and ability [F]. In the Summer after the Efti- 

> mate 


[£] He met *with far more applanfe than cenfure. \ 
As it would carry us too far to infert many of the en- 
comiums which were beftowed on Dr. Brown's Efti- 
mate, we fliall content oitrfelves with two inftances, 
which happen to be nearell at hand. One of the 
periodical critics^ in giving an account of the work, 
fays*, ' The fubject is, no doubt, extremely intereft- 

* ing, and requires great delicacy, extenfive know- 
% ledge of the world, found judgment, and no fmall 

* in fight into human nature. In the profecution of 

* it, our author has given abundant proofs of difcern- 
' ment : he has made many pertinent and fome ftrik- 

* ing pbfervations, and marked the peculiar features 
c of the times with great juftnefs and accuracy. 1 The 
fame critic hath added, that Mr. Brown's language 
is clear and ftrong ; that his manner is fp rightly and 
animated, and, unlefs when he puts on his haughty 
and dogmatical airs, pleafmg and agreeable; and, 
in a word, that his merit as a writer is very confider- 
able, and would be Hill more fo, did not he himfelf 

(8) Monthly appear fo extremely confeious of it (8). In the fir It 
Review, vol. xvu volume of the Annual Regifter it is obferved, that: 
p. 430. 443, great fuccefs of the Eftimate arofe partly from the 

circumftances of the time when it appeared, and 
partly from its own merit, f It appeared at a time 

* when our ill fuccefs in the war had infufed fo ge- 

* neral a difcontent into the minds of all people, that 

* even a fevere national fatire was not then difagree- 

* able to the public difpofition. And as to the work 

* itfelf, though the obfervations it contains were 

* many of them not abfolutely new ; yet they were 

* fo methodifed, the connection and relation of the 

* feveral reigning vices and follies were fo well 
€ marked, and their neceflary influence on the pro- 

* fperity of the Hate were fo well difplayed, that it 

* had the appearance of being both new and ufeful.' 
It is farther obferved, that the Eftimate difcovers read- 
ing and reflection ; that the characters are ftrongly 
marked, and the ftyle elegant, pointed, and lively; 
but that the author fometimes is too minute in his 
paintings, and fometimes overcharges them; and that 
a certain air of arrogance and fuperiority prevails 

{9) Annual Re- through the whole (9) . 

gitter, vol. li p. j-^j Several antagonifls rofe up againft him, Sec] To 
444* 44-5* mention the ftrictures that were made upon him in 

the news-papers and periodical collections, would be 
aim oft an endlefs tafk ; and, therefore, we fliall con- 
tent ourfelves with taking notice only of fome fepa- 
rate publications. The fir It piece of this kind which 
appeared againft our Eftimator, was intitled, 4 The 

* real Character of the Age ;' a pamphlet that had 
fome fmartnefs of compofltion, but which was other- 
wife very trifling and fuperficial. The mod pleafant 
circum ftance in it, was the Writer's affecting to mif- 
take an extravagant panegyric made by Dr. Brown 
011 Dr. Warburton for an encomium upon Mr. Lock- 
man. As this panegyric on Dr. Warburton occa- 
fioned much noife at the time, and expofed the Au- 
thor of the Eftimate to a variety of cenfures and fa- 
tirical reflections, we fhall here infert it. After ha- 
ving endeavoured to depreciate the literary fpirit of 
the age, he added, * True it is, amitift this general 

* defect of tafle and learning, there is a Writer, 

* whofe force of genius, and extent of knowledge, 

* might almoft redeem the character of the times. 

* But that fuperiority, which attracts the reverence 

* of the fezvy excites the envy and hatred of the ma- 

* ny : And while his works are tran dated and ad- 

* mired abroad, and patronifed at home, by thofe 
« who are moll diftinguifhed in genius, tafle, and 

* learning, himfelf is abufed, and his friends in- 

* ful ted for his fake, by thofe who never read his 

* writings, or, if they did, could neither tafte nor 

* comprehend them: while every little afpiringor de- 

* fpairing fcribbler eyes him as Caflius did Casfar, and 

* whifpers to his fellow, 

« Why, man, he doth beftride the narrow world 
" Like a Coloffus ; and we petty men 
Vol. II. 


" Walk under his huge legs; and peep about 

" To find durfelves difhonourable graves !" ' 

4 No wonder then, if the malice of the Lilliputian 
4 tribe be bent againft this dreaded Gulliver', if 
4 they attack him with poifoned arrows, whom they 

* cannot fubdue by ftrength (10). 9 (10) Eftimate, 
A fecond pamphlet, called * The Profperity of Vol. i. P . 43,44* 

* Britain, proved from the Degeneracy of the People ; 

* a Letter to Dr. Brown on his Eftimate of Manners j' 
wtfs, like wife, an infignificant production, which, 
made an attempt at irony, without the capacity of 
fuftaining it. The Eftimator's next Adverfary was a 
more formidable one. Mr. Ralph, in his 4 Cafe of 
4 Authors,' calls the Eftimate * A modeft Attempt to 
1 prove that the character of Fribble in the farce, 
4 is our Reprefentative General ; or in other words, 
' that our national effeminacy is the fource of all our 

* mifcarriages and misfortunes ; of which effeminacy, 
4 however, no better proof is to be met with, than 
4 the reception given to this tinfel performance.* 
He fays alfo, that Dr. Brown, to eftablifh his own felf, 
as fucceflor to Montefquieu, takes care to be his own 
index in every page and every paragraph : 4 The 
4 Prince Pretty man of writers is ever before your eye's ; 
■ and the reader finds himfelf obliged to acknow- 

* ledge, no title was ever fo well be flowed.' Mr. 
Ralph is, like wife, very fevere on our author for his 
panegyric on Warburton ; and, with regard to the 
fin of venality charged upon the times, obferves, that 
4 Whoever 'cafts an eye on the Exiftimator's fcanty 

* page and over-grown margin, will pronounce at 
4 once, that nobody underftands the value of three 

4 millings and fixpence better than he (1 i).' One of (u) Cafe of 
the belt anfwers to the Eftimate, was the 4 Charac- Authors, ». 
4 teriftics of the prefent Political State of Great Bri- «— »*• 
4 tain,' written by Dr. Wallace, an ingenious and 
learned clergyman of Edinburgh. In this perform- 
ance, though it contained many important and faga- 
cious obfervations, it feemed to us, at the time of 
reading it, that too flattering a picture was drawn of 
the times. Though the author differed in almotl 
every refpect from Dr. Brown, he, neverthelefs, 
treated him with the greateit civility ; and the Doctor 
himfelf acknowledged, that he was the only candid 
and decent adverfary that had appeared againft: 
him ( 1 2). When the fecond volume of the Eftimate . . ^ ^ 
and the Explanatory Defence were publifhed, they J or> , Defence*, 
brought on a train of frefh antagonifts. In a pam- p. 35, 
phlet, entitled, 4 Some Doubts, occafioned by the 
4 fecond Volume of an Eftimate of the Manners and 
4 Principles of the Times ; humbly propofed to the 
4 Author or to the Public,' Dr. Brown's vanity was 
ironically and pleafantly expofed. He was ridiculed, 
with equal facetioufnefs, in a letter on that part of 
his Explanatory Defence which related to the univer- 
fities. This was followed by another letter, one 
chief defign of which was to expofe, by an unufu- 
ally large type, and wide fpaces between the lines, 
the loofe manner in which Dr. Brown's works were 
printed. A more elaborate attack, but mixed with 
many ftrokes of humour, was afterwards made upon 
the Doctor, in * A new Eftimate of Manners and 
4 Principles ; being a Comparifon between ancient 
4 and modern Times, in the great Articles of Know- 
4 ledge, Happinefs, and Virtue, both with refpect 
4 to Mankind at large, and to this Kingdom in par- 

* ticular.' The two firft parts of this work were 
publifhed in the beginning of 1760 ; and the third in 
1 76 1. A fourth and a fifth part were promifed; but 
we do not recollect that they ever made their appear- 
ance. The author, though he hath fhewn himfelf to 
be a man of ability and learning, and pofTefTed of li- 
beral fentiments, and though he has made a number 
of important and ufeful remarks, hath by no means 
confidered the fubject with that accuracy, and in that 
extent, which it required and deferved. He gave juft 
offence, likewife, in point of tafte, to claflical readers, 
by declaring that he had no relilfa for the beauties of 

8 E Homer. 
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mate was publiftied, as our Author was one night fitting alone, in Vauxhall Gardens, 
the following lines, with which he was much pleafed, were fent to him by an unknown 
perfon : 

IMPROMPTU. 

e Oh fay, thou gracious Cenfor of the age; 

* What can thy folitary thoughts engage ? 

* What lures thee thus to pleafure's golden reign ? 
V Caip'ft thou, like Cato, to go out again ? 

c No ! fent, like Raphael, from the Heav'nly powers 
f To meet the inhabitants of Eden's bowers ; 
< Welcome, Oh Seer, purfue the glorious plan, 
c To mark the manners, and reform the man. 

< Cantab. 1 

The teftimony givpn by Monf. de Voltaire to the effect which the Eftimate had oil 
the condudl of the nation, is very honourable to Dr. Brown* c When Marfhal Rich- 
c lieu, in 1756, fays that celebrated writer, laid fiege to Port Mahon, the capital of 
1 Minorca, the Englifh fent out Admiral Byng, with a flrong naval force, to drive the 
f French Fleet off the iiland^ and raife the (lege. —At this time there appeared a book, 
< entitled, " An Eftimate of the Manners of the Times," of which there were no left 
f than five editions printed off in London in the fpace of three months. In this treatifc 
c the Author proves that the Englifh nation was entirely degenerated ; — that it was near 
c its ruin j — that its inhabitants were no longer fo robuft and hardy as in former times p-m 
c and that its foldiers h^d loft their courage. — This work roufed the fenfibility of the 
e Englifh nation, and produced the following confequences. They attacked, almoft ac 
1 one and the fame time, all the iea-coaits of France, and her pofleffions in Afia* Afrita, 
^ISvol r and America (0/ 

suit, p.' 183. In 1758, our Author pubhlhed the fecond volume of his c Eftimate of the Manners 
c - and Principles of the Times/ containing additional remarks on the ruling manners 
and principles, and on the public effects of thofe manners and principles. The defiga 
of this volume was, to retraft fuch miftakes as he thought he had committed ; to prove 
fuch points as were affirmed and not proved ; to ilhtjlrate thofe particulars which wer£ 
hinted, but not explained; to reply to fuch capital objections, as had been made to his 
general fyftem, by preceding writers on the fame fubjedt ; and to difplay the confequences 
which might be fairly deduced from his principles, and through a defigned brevity were 
omitted in the firft volume. Thefe leveral topics are not collectively confidered, irj 
the order in which they are here laid down ; but touched upon as they arife iucceffively 
in the perufal of the firft volume, to which alone they refer. In the profecution of hia 
defign, Dr. Brown hath manifefted his ufual ingenuity, and made fome important ob* 
fervations : and the feftion, in particular, concerning the different genius and perma- 
nency of popery and proteftantifm hath confiderable merit. But it unfortunately 
happened that the Doctor's felf-opinion, which gave fo much offence in his firft vo- 
lume, broke out in the fecond with ft ill greater violence [G}. The confequence of 

this 

Homer, A rational and copious eftimate of manners * another tone. They would fay (and indeed with 
and principles, fo as to Include the ftatet of knowledge, * good reafon), 

happinefs and virtue, with refpeel to mankind at J xr , r <- , . , „ , , 

large, both in anient and modern times, would in- ; ; ve ^P 1 J ' he «J» t0 ^oks confin'd, 

deed be a noble undertaking. ^ ho from r rads ,f t a . H mankind. 

[G] freaks out.in the fecond with 01 greater <vio- Jhe coxcomb bird, fo talkative and grave 
lence.] It cannpt be denied that Dr. Brown's vanity ™ ho , from hls cage cries cuckold, fool, and knave, 
is too confpjc«o£ i4 this publication. He affefts to , ^ho J™* a pa^n. er he rightly call, 

fpeak as if he had not read the criticifms written on We ho,d him no pMofopher at all *. # Mr Pflf ^ 

his Eftimate; though that he mult have done fo, is ' Laftly ; Therefore, if he mixeth in public life 3 the 

plain from what we have feen him obferving, in the f candid world will judge for what end he docs it 

preceding note, that Dr. Wallace was his only can- i not from the railing of angry men, but from the 

did and decent adverfary. Our Author having been i tenor of his writings ; the beft indications of his 

charged with mixing in public life, and with the € mind and character. There is an eflcntial diflinc- 

Eaihionable world, as frequently as moft of his pro- c tion between thofe who love diflipation, and thofe 

ijbffion, and with being feen, at times, in places of 1 who tvVav, in order to expofe it. There is an eflcn- 

thc m.oft public refort and diflipation, he admitted * rial diftin&ion between the prouoft of an army, who! 

% ( faj^, and prefented the follovvin^g apology ; which "goes out on duty, and the marauders, whom he 

was not, in, genera], dcqmed fatisfa&ory, and the * hangs upon the next tree.— To conclude; every 

conclufion of which was thought to difplay a high 1 man's fpherc of obfetvation and experience' mould 

degree of arrogance. ' Firft, Suppofing all that is * be, as fir as poffiblc, of the fame extent with the 

!r a |J e ged or inJinuatcd, to b,e true; he apprehends, * obje&s of his attention. The painter, if he would 

' the. conduct of his life cannot aftcd or weaken t])e * give the truth, mull copy from Nature. The 

4 reasoning of his work.— Secondly, He hath caufc ' tailing tradefman keeps to his fhop; the frlvau 

4 to believe, thatjthcy who thus accufc him, are fuch ' officer to his platoon ; the fulor to his gun: But the 

• as • tljemfclv^s L ff/gqttf|nt thofe feencs of faftiionable \ merchant, the general, the admiral, if they be wife, 
4 folly. Now, Jgt bu ; t thefc gentlemen as loudly and ■ will take a larger, tour of obfervation., The writer, 
;:JSJB)^ $ft^iZ$m tne modern fpirjt of effe- < neither dtfpifcs nor mglcels the duties of his private 
\ roinacy and diflipation, as he hath done; and then f ftation : But as he hath taken upon him not onj* 

• tips vyorJd may poffibly believe, that he and- they ■ the tafk of a parochial, but the more important 
' zrc there upon the fame principle. —Thirdly, He \ and arduous one of a national preacher, he hopes 
^%) ^ #. 11 l. t0 i. ^ #^'^aJ: if he* writ altogether 1 thefc gentlemen will ex.cufe.hjm, if ne goes a- little 
'.ztftilM he clofer > objeclgrtwoulcl then aflurhe 4 out of the common road, and endeavours to under- 
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this was, that he expofed himfelf to general cenfure and diflike* and the prejudices 
againft him occafioncd the r#al excellencies of the work to be very much overlooked. 
The periodical critics, whom he had gone needlefsly out of his way to abufe, 
treated him with uncommon feverity ; and fuch a multitude of antagonifts rofe 
againft him, fo many objections were urged upon him, by friends as well as enemies, 
that he feems to have been deeply imprefTed, and to have retired, for a while, into the 
country [//]. From the country it was that he wrote, in a feries of letters to a noble 
friend, c An Explanatory Defence of the Eftimate of the Manners and Principles of the 
c Times > being an Appendix to that Work, occafioned by the Clamours lately raifed 
* againft it among certain Ranks of Men/ In this publication, Dr. Brown acknow- 
ledges himfelf to have been alarmed at the exceptions taken againft the Eftimate ; and* 
jn endeavouring to remove them, he writes, upon the whole, in a more modeft ftrain 
than he had done in the fecond volume. Though the prejudices of the time were lb great> 
that the Explanatory Defence appears to have had little or no effedt in the Doctor's 
favour, every candid reader will now be able to perceive that he hath faid much in his 
own vindication. Among other things, he ftrongly aflerts the uprightnefs ot his inten- 
tions, and we fee no reafon to doubt the truth of his aflertion. One obje&ion raifed 


* Jland his fubjeft before he talks upon it. With 

* their leave therefore (nay, without their leave) he 

* will continue to vifit the feveral parts of his larger 
4 diftrift ; and intends not to content himfelf with a 

* narrower fpherc of remark, than that of his Mijefty's 
■ dominions (13). ' Jn the two laft fections of the 
volume, Dr. Brown hath given the charafteriftics of 
a great min liter, and of a political writer. The fltetch 
of the former, which was allowed, even by the Doc- 
tor's enemies, to be very mafterly, we mall have oc- 
cafion to produce when we come to the article of the 
illuftrious William Pitt, Earl of Chatham. The 
character of the political writer, which, notwithstand- 
ing fome expremons feemingly to the contrary, was 
certainly intended, by Dr. Brown, for himfelf, we 
fhall here infert; and we apprehend, it will afford 
farther proofs of the high opinion he entertained of 
his own abilities and importance. 4 There is another 

* character, belonging indeed to a much lower walk 

* in life, which might be no lefs ftrange than that 

* which is here delineated. I mean, the character of 
f a political writer * not only intentionally, but in facl 
€ impartial. — This is a character which hath never 

* yet exifted ; nor, probably, will ever appear, in 

* our own country. However* let us attempt a fketch 

* of this ideal portrait, for the ufe of thofe who may 

* afpire to impartiality ; and confider, " by what 
44 characterises he would be diftinguiftied." — He 

* would chufe an untrodden path of politics, where 

* no party-man ever dared to enter. — He would be 
4 difliked by party-bigots of every denomination ; 

* who, while they applauded one page of his work, 

* would execrate the next. — The undifguifed free- 

* dom and boldnefs of his manner, would pleafe the 

* brave, aflonifh the weak, difguft arid confound the 

* guilty. — Every rank, party, and profefTion would 
€ acknowledge he had done tolerable juitice to every 

* rank,, party, and profeffion, their own only except- 
« C J. — He would be called arrogant by thofe, who 

* call every thing arrogance, that is not fertility* — 

* If he writ in a period, when his country was de- 

* clining ; while he pointed out the means from 

* whence alone honeft hope could arife, he would be 
' charged by feribbling fycophants with plunging a 
4 nation in defpair. — While he pointed out the abu fes 
c of freedom, and their fatal effects, he would be 

* blackened by defigning whifperers, as the enemy 
1 of freedom itfelf.— The worthlefs of every profefllon 

* would be his fworn enemies ; but moft of all, the 

* worth lefs of his own profeffion. — As he would be 
4 reviled and defamed by the diffolute great, without 

* caufe; fo he would be applauded by an honejl peo- 
4 pie, beyond his delervirrgs. — Though his abilities 

* were fmall, yetthe integrity of his intentions would 

* make amends for the mediocrity of his talents.— 

* As fuch a writer could have little pre ten lions to li- 

* terary fame, fo he would not be intoxicated with 
4 the fumes of literary vanity : But would think, with 

* Sheffield, that 

1 One moral, or a mere well-natur'd deed, 
* Does all defeft in fcieticcs exceed. 

* Yet, though he fedrned the gildings of falft am- 

* bition, and riches acquired by adulation ; he might 

* not, poffibly, be unconfeious of that unfo tight dig- 

* nity> that envied fuperiority to wealth and tides. 


* which even the love of wifdom and virtue give.— 

* Should any of the great, therefore, afFeft to difdain 
1 him, on account of his private ftation, he might 
1 perhaps reply, with Perdita, 

* I was not much afraid ; for once or twice 

■ I was about to fpeak, and tell him plainly, 

4 The felf-fame fun that mines upon his palace, 

1 Hides not his heav'nly vifage from my cottage, 

1 But looks on both alike, 

4 His free and nnconquered fpirit would look down 
4 with contempt on views of intereft, when they came 

* in competition with views of duty. — Nay, were hd 
4 called to fo fevere a trial, he would even dare to 
1 make the greateft and the rareft of all honeft facri- 

* fices, that of friendship itfelf, to truth and virtue. 
4 — Should the fenfe of his duty to his country deter- 

* mine him to a farther profecution of his labours, he 

* would fay, 

' If fuch his fate, do thou, fair Truth, defcend, 

* And, watchful, guard him in an honeft end : 
4 Kindly fevere, inftruct his equal line, 

c To court no friend, nor own a foe, but thine. 

4 But if his giddy eye mould vainly quit 

4 Thy facred paths, to run the maze of wit ; 

1 If his apoftate heart ihould e'er incline 

4 To offer incenfe at corruption's fhrine> 

4 Urge, urge thy pow'r ; the black attempt confound ; 

* Oh, dafli the frhoking center ro the ground \ 
' Thus aw'd to fear, intruded man may fee, 

4 That guilt is doom'd to link in infamy (14.).' 

[H] Retired, for a while, into the country. ] Dur- 
ing the Doctor's retirement, in May 1758, he wrote 
the following beautiful Inscription, which was print- 
ed at the end of his Diflertation on Poetry and Ma- 
fic. 

— Finemque tueri 

Naturamque fequi* 

4 What though no glittering turret rife, 
4 Nor fplendor gild thefe mild retreats ? 

* Yet Nature here± in modeft guife, 
4 Difplays her unambitious fweets : 

4 Along each gently-fwelling lawn 
4 She ftrays, with ruftic garlands crown'd ; 

4 And wakes the flowers at early dawn, 
4 To fling their bofom'd fragrance round, 

4 Here teach thy vot'ry, blamelefs guide^ 
4 To trace thy ftep ferene and free, 

4 To fhun the toilfome heights of pride, 
4 Thro* thefe calm fcenes to follow thee. 

4 His filent walks do thou adorn, 
4 O'er thefe green flopes, from tumult far $ 

4 Whether he greet the blufhing morn, 
4 Or welcome up yon evening ftar ; 

4 Intent, while thro' thefe tufted bovvers 

* Thy gen'rous whifpers charm his ear, 

* To hail from Heaven thy kindred powers j 
4 And meet fair Peace and Freedom here. 

* Yet prompt to ftay his country's fall, 

* The ftormy city's war he'll join, 

4 When Thou, and Truth, and Freedom call a 
4 For Freedom's voice, and Truth's, are thine. 


(it) Ibid. 
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againft him was, that his book had given advantage and encouragement to our enemies, 
by painting the nation as being funk in effeminacy. To this objection he made the follow- 
ing reply, which may poflibly, in the courfe of human events, be found applicable to 
fome future period, c Alas, my Lord, our enemies knew our weaknefs and degeneracy 
c before the national difgraces had proclaimed it. As to the caufes and remedies of this 
c political degeneracy, the knowledge of thefe could only affeft ourfelves. We might 
c reap advantage (if we fo pleafed) by being led to the knowledge and fenfe of thefe. 
c Our enemies had already reaped all the advantages of information, from the mere 
c knowledge of- the fatt. Is a nation to go quietly to ruin, without one awakening voice 
c to roufe it from its fatal lethargy, merely through fear that our enemies fliould take 
c advantage ? They faw we were afleep : They had furprifed and attacked us in our 
c flumber. Sure, it could not be dangerous or hurtful, to awaken from its dream a 
c nation fo expofed and attacked ; nor could it leflen that nation in another's eyes, fS 
(A) Explanatory f fee there was one bold enough to attempt it (d). 9 With the Explanatory Defence, 
Defence, P . 52, cm | ec j a on Dr. Brown's part, the affair of the Eftimate (*), which, at firft, gained him ( #) Between the 
an extravagant applaufe, and, at length, expofed him to as extravagant cenfure ; to the JJSStSS^ 
latter of which it mull be allowed that he contributed by his own indifcretion. The of the Eftimate, 
Doctor is a ftriking inftance, that few things are more pernicious to a writer's reputation ™* 0 ^m^I, 
than vanity. This unhappy quality is not unfrequently found in men of real abilities our Author rc- 
and learning ; but it always greatly leflens their acceptance and merit. The pains they waikt's Di'iy 
take to fhew the high opinion they entertain of themfelves and their works, defeat the of the siege of 
end they have in view, of exciting the fame opinion in others. Nor doth vanity often, 1^^"^ 
or perhaps ever, belong to minds of the firft order with regard to intelle&ual attain- [^{ ng ur ou 0 V h€ 
ments. We fee nothing of it in a Bacon and a Boyle, a Locke and a Newton, a Clarke £ which'S*" 
and a Hoadly. D^m^be 
While Dr. Brown was thus diftinguifhing himfelf as a political writer, he feems to appi^dT^ ' ' 
have gained no ground in the way of preferment. The great Minifter, whofe chara&er 
he had drawn in fo able and advantageous a manner, did nothing for him ; and fome of 
his other friends were not quite fatisfied with the part he had afted. Though, in the 
' Eftimate,' he had paid a compliment to Lord Chancellor Hardwicke, as prefiding in 
the higheft court of law, it is fuppofed that he did not pleafe that noble and truly 
rcfpeiftable family, by his feverity on the Walpole and the Pelham adminiftrations ; 
and, being of a high fpirit, it is believed that, on this account, he determined to 
refign the living in Eflex which he had received from the prefent Earl of Hardwicke. 
To whatever caufes it was owing, our Author did not excel in the art of preferving 
his friends. He quarrelled, in the courfe of his life, with many of them ; and par- 
ticularly with the Bilhop of Gloucefter, to whom he had been under peculiar obli- 
gations. In mentioning this circumftance, we do not intend to charge him with 
ingratitude. We are not acquainted enough with the affair, to fay, how far he 
was blameable, or whether he was at all blameable. It hath often been infinuated, 
though we know not upon what authority, that he did not fufficiently bend to 
that literary fubje&ion which was expe£led of him towards the celebrated writer of 
the Divine Legation of Mofes. But omitting matters of fo doubtful a nature, 
it is certain that Dr. Brown had one friend, who fteadily adhered to him through life. 
This was Bifhop Ofbaldefton, who had fnpported him when he thought him perfecuted 
by the Tory Chapter of Carlifie ; and who now enabled him to refign the living of Great 
Horkefley in Eflex, by prefenting him to the vicarage of St. Nicholas, in Newcaftle 
upon Tyne. It was probably owing to the influence of the fame prelate, that he was 
appointed one of the chaplains in ordinary to his prefent Majefty. Thefe, with what we 
have before mentioned, were all the preferments our Author ever received ; wljich muft 
have been no fmall mortification to a man of Dr. Brown's fpirit, who undoubtedly 
efteemed himfelf qualified for the higheft offices in the church, and whofe abilities, 
under proper direction, would have rendered him equal to any ftation. He would pro- 
bably have met with farther favours from hrs friend Dr. Ofbaldefton, if that Prelate 
had not died foon after he was advanced to the See of London. 

To return to Dr. Brown's writings, he publifhed, in 1760, an Additional Dialogue of 
the Dead, between Pericles and Ariftides ; being a Sequel to a Dialogue of Lord Lyttel- 
ton's, between Pericles and Cofmo. As Lord Lyttelton had been fuppofed, in the 
Dialogue laft mentioned, to have thrown out fome hints of difapprobation with regard 
to Mr. Pitt's meafures, when at the head of affairs in this country, it was one defign of 
the Dodor, in his additional Dialogue, to vindicate that great Minifter's political character 
and conduct. Our Author's next publication (in 1763) was the Cure of Saul, a facred 
Ode, which, if it doth not arife to the poetry and harmony of Dryden's St. Cecilia, 
hath, neverthelefs, allowance being made for a few exceptions, no fmall degree of 
beauty and merit [/]. The facred Ode was followed, in the fame year, by c A Differ- 

* cation 

[/] Hath 1— no fmall degree of beauty and me* < Ocean haftens to his bed : 

r/7.] The following paflages will jultify our aflex- * The lab 'ring mountain rears his rock-encumber'i 
tions : < head : 

« Lead the foothing verfe along : ' Down his ftee P and ^ a ggy flde 

< He feels, he feels the power offone— ' The torrent rolls his thundering tide ; 
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(e) In Quarto. 


(•) A Quarto 
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Johnfton, 


BROWN (John). 


66t. 


€ tation (<?) on the Rife, Union, and Power, the ProgrefTions, Separations and Corrup- 
€ tions of Poetry and Mufic/ * This, which is one of the molt pleafing of Dr. Brown's 
performances, difplays great ingenuity, and abounds with many critical difcufllons, 
fame more, fome lefs happily conduced. It muft, at the fame time, be confefled, 
that the Dodlor hath given free indulgence to fancy and conjecture, and that he hath 
formed a round and compadt fyftem out of very flender materials. Hence it was that 
he laid himfelf open to a variety of ftriftures. The anonymous writer, in particular, 
of c Some Obfervations on Dr. Brown's DilTertation on the Rife, Union, &c. &c. &c. of 
c Poetry and Mufic (*),' pointed out feveral of his miftakes, with great critical faga- 
city, depth of learning, and ftrength of judgment. A defence of the Doctor loon ap- 
peared, in € Remarks on Some Obfervations on Dr. Brown's DifTertation on Poetry and 
€ Mufic,' written by the Doftor himfelf ; but what was its merit, we are not able certainly 
to fay ; the piece not having happened to fall into our hands. In 1764, our Author pub- 
lifhed, in odtavo, c The Hiftory of the Rife and Progrefs of Poetry through its feveral Spe- 
c cies ;' which is no more than the fubftance of what was given on the fame fubject in the 
Diflertation above mentioned 1 but diverted of what fpecifically related to mufic, for the 
fake of fuch claffical readers as were not particularly converfant with that art. In the fame 
year Dr. Brown gave to the world a volume of fermons dedicated to his patron Dr. 
Ofbaldefton, Bifhop of London, Moft, if not all, of thefe fermons had before been fepa- 
rately printed, excepting the firfl three, which are upon education, and the merit of 
which is fuch, that we fhould rejoice if they were in the hands of every parent. Our 
Author hath, we think, unanfwerably Refuted fome of the pofitions of Rouffeau, and 
other fpeculatifts - y and has proved, beyond reafonable contradiction, the importance, 
and, indeed, the neceflity of forming the minds of children to early habits of virtue and 
piety. It is obfervable that an eminent writer (f), who differed exceedingly from Dr. 
Brown in many refpefts, hath delivered congenial fentiments, in a late excellent Trea- 
tife on Education. In the beginning of the year 1765, the Dodtor again reverted to 
politics, and publifhed € Thoughts on civil Liberty, Licentioufhefs and Fadtion / a 
work, which, though drawn up with great parade, and afluming a fcientific form, was, 
in fa6t, little more than a party pamphlet; intended to cenfure (whether juftly or not, 
we do not here enquire) the perfons who at that time oppofed the meafures of admini- 
ftration. The author having propofed, at the conclufion of this tradl, a prefcribed code 
of education, Dr. Prieftley publiflied remarks upon it, at the end of his f Eflay on the 


(f) Dr. Prieft- 
ley. 


(14) Pearch's 
Colle£tion of 
Poems, Vol. ii. 
p. 10 6, 107* 


(15) p«xoS, 


(16) Hawkins's 
Hiftory of Mu- 
fic. Vol. i. PreL 
Difc. p. Xxviit 
note. 


* Then fmooth and clear, along the fertile plain 

* Winds his majeftic waters to the dillant main. 

* Flocks and herds the hills adorn : 

* The lark, high-foaring, hails the morn. 

* And while along yon crimfon-clouded fteep 

* The flow fun fteals into the golden deep, 

* Hark ! the folemn nightingale 
' Warbles to the woodland dale. 

* See, defcending angels fhower 

* Heaven's own blifs on Eden's bower : 

* Peace on Nature's lap repofes ; 

* Pleafure ftrews her guiltlefs rofes : 

* Joys divine in circles move, 

* Linked with Innocence and Love. 

* Hail, happy Love, with Innocence combin'd ! 

* All hail, ye finlefs parents of mankind (14.)' ! 

Again, the defcription of the expulfion of our firft 
parents from Paradife, to make Saul feel that guilt 
is woe : 

* The King, with pride, and fliame, andanguifli, torn, 

* Shot fury from his eyes, and fcorn. 

* The glowing youth, 
« Bold in truth, 

* (So ftill mould Virtue guilty power engage) 

* With brow undaunted met his rage. 
« See, his cheek kindles into generous fire; 

* Stern, he bends him o'er his lyre ; 

* And, while the doom of guilt he fings, 
\ Shakes horror from the tortur'4 firings (15).* 

The Cure of Saul was afterwards fet to mufic, and 
performed as an oratorio. The mufic to it was partly 
fele&ed, by Dr. Brown, from fuch favourite move- 
ments, in the works of the moft celebrated compofers, 
as would beft exprefs the fenfe of the words. He 
took, in particular, for a folo air, the Saraband in 
the eighth fonata of Corelli's fecond opera j and, 
for the chorus, that moft admirable movement in Pur- 
cell's " O give thanks," ' Remember me, O Lord !' 
and any ftranger would have thought that the mufic 
had been originally compofed for the ode (16). 

[K] Ga*ve to the world a volume of fermons. ] Thefe 
fermons are twelve in number. The firft three* as is 
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taken notice of in the text, are upon education. Of 
the two next we have already given an account, in 
note [^]. The fixth and feventh are upon the duty 
of charitable diltribution. This duty the author 
ltrongly enforces ; points out the proper methods and 
objects of it ; and is very fevere again ft bellowing 
alms on vagrant beggars. The eighth difcourfe, on 
externals in religion, hath been mentioned above. 
The ninth, which is on the natural duty of a perfonal 
fervice, in defence of ourfelves and country, was 
preached at St. Nicholas church, in Nevvcaftle, on 
occafion of a dangerous infurrettion at Hexham, 1761. 
The tenth was preached in the fame place, on the 
trial of the Rioters at the Summer affizes of that year, 
and is, * On the different provinces of goodnefs, 

* juftiee, and mercy.' The text is Rom. chap. v. 
ver. 7. * For fcarcely for a righteous man will one 

* die : yet peradventure for a good man fome would 

* even dare to die;' and Dr. Brown builds his dif- 
courfe on the fuppofition that St. Paul here makes a 
diftindlion between the righteous or juft, and the 
good man ; implying the moral fuperiority of the lat- 
ter over the former. But we are perfuaded that no 
fuch refinement of ideas entered into the Apoftle's 
mind ; and, if we recollect aright, there is, in Dr. 
Taylor's edition of Lyfias, a learned note of the late 
Mr. Jeremiah Markland, mewing the futility of this 
diftinclion. The eleventh fermon is that on immo- 
derate gaming, which, as we have feen before, was 
preached at Bath. The twelfth and laft is, * On re- 

* Iigious liberty ;' preached at St. Paul's cathedral, 
March 6th, 1763, on occafion of the Brief for the 
eftablifhment of the colleges of Philadelphia and New 
York. To this, which is an excellent difcourfe, is 
prefixed, * A Letter to the principal Inhabitants of 

* the Britifh North American Colonies, on occafion 

* of the Peace ;' pointing out the methods in which 
that event ought to be improved in eftabliftiing the 
generous principles of religious liberty, and counter- 
working the defigns of popery. Upon the whole, we 
fcruple not to pronounce that Dr. Brown's fermons 
are amongft the moft valuable and leaft exceptionable 
of his writings ; and we are pleafed with this oppor- 
tunity of teftifying our fenfe of their merit. 
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c Courfe of a liberal Education for civil and a&ive Life;' which remarks he afterwards 
interfperfed in his Treatile on Government. Dr. Prieftley's obfer vations, which are 
very fenfible and fpirited, have great force and reafon in- them ; but the lubjeft is not 
without its difficulties [L]. Dr. Brown's next publication was a fermon c on the Fe- 
f male Charafter and Education/ preached on the 16th of May, 17.65, before the 
Guardians of the Afylum for deferted Female Orphans. This difcourfe was intended as 
a fequel to the three before publifhed, on the general fubjeft of education. An- appen- ! 
dix is added relative to the propofed code of education; in which appendix the Author 
lays down, from his fermons on education, the religious opinions proper to be infilled' 
carefully into the minds of children. His fentiments on this head appear to be liberal; 
With regard to moral and political principles, he is for^having fuch only inculcated, as 
are clearly built on the precepts of Chriftianity, and the laws of freedom. A queftion 
remaining, f Whether there be any opinions or principles, which ought not to be tole- 
€ rated (or fuffered to be taught) in a well ordered free community to this the writer 
replies, that, in his judgment, there are many opinions or principles, tending evidently 
to the deftrudlion of fociety or freedom and which, therefore, ought not to be tolerated 
in a well prdered free community. Accordingly, he gives an inftance in each of the 
three capital fpecies, religious, moral, and political. The inftances are taken from 
Mr. Locke, and fupported by that great man's authority : but it may now be obferved, 
that a deeper inveftigation of the fubjeft, and a more enlarged experience, have con- 
vinced the enlightened part of mankind, that toleration may fafely be extended farther 
than even Mr. Locke imagined. Dr. Brown's laft publication, which was in 1766, 
was, c A Letter to the Rev. Dr. Lowth, occafioned by his late Letter to the Right Rev. 
* Author of the Divine Legation of Moles.' This pamphlet was owing to Dr. Lowth's 
having clearly^ though indirettly, pointed at Dr. Brown, as one of the extravagant adu- 
lators and defenders of Bifhop Warburton. The Dodtor confidered the infinuations 
thrown out againft him as an attack on his moral charatter j and accordingly, he hath 
given a qualified fenie to the paflages that contained high encomiums on the writer of 
the Divine Legation : befides which, he hath fhewn, that, while he was in the greateft 
intimacy with that eminent writer, and publicly vindicated him when injured, he flill, 
in fact, difputed his particular opinions ; and firmly refufed his ajfent* and declared his 
right to dijjent, when he faw caufe, in the moft unreferved manner (*). In a fliort and 
genteel anlwer by Dr. Lowth, and in two other fmall pieces, our Author was rallied for 
fuppofing that his moral character was meant to be injured ; and, indeed, it is fuffici- 
ently evident that no fuch thing was intended. Befides the works we have mentioned, 
Dr. Brown publifhed a Poem on Liberty, and two or three anonymous pamphlets, 
copies of which we have not been able to procure. At the end of feveral of his later 
writings, he advertifed his intention of publifhing f Principles of Chriftian Legiflation/ 
but he was prevented from doing it, by his death. However, the work appears to 
have been completed, though it was not in all parts fairly tranferibed ; and, in his laft 
will, he gave directions for its publication. He there particularly requefts that the 
Rev. Mr. Nathaniel Clayton, of St. John's Church, in Weftgate, Newcaltle, the Rev. 
Mr. Darrel, Percival Clennal, Efq; and Jofeph Airey, Efq; would revife and correct 
the manufcript, intitled f Principles of Chriftian Legislation ;' and, as the copy of it 
was in fome placgs interlined and obfeure, he defires that they will make it out, accord- 
ing to the beft of their judgment, and the tenor of the argument. He ordered, like- 
wife, in his will, that all his writings, already publifhed, ihould be republifhed toge- 
ther ; with the addition of fuch manufcripts and copies, as were mentioned in a 
particular paper ; and that they fhould be publifhed in feven volumes, in the order 
and manner defcribed in that paper. The revifion and Superintendence of the publica- 
tion, he recommended to the four gentlemen Specified above. The property of his 
works, thus publifhed, he bequeathed to the Rev. Mr. William Hall, fon to the Rev. 
Mr. Mark Hall j upon condition, that he aflifted the aforefaid gentlemen, by taking 
the principal part of the trouble upon himfelf, and by afting according to their opinion 
and diredtions; and upon condition that he employed Mr. Lockyer Davis, in Holborn, 
London, as the bookfeller for the fale of the firft edition, and allowed him one half of 
the clear profits of that edition. We are not able to aflign the reafons why the orders 
of Dr. Brown's will have not been carried into execution. c The Principles of Chriftian 
€ Legation' at leaft, might, we think, have appeared, without any danger of lofs 
to the proprietor. 


[L] But the fubjeel is not without its difficulties.] 
We do not wonder that Dr. Prieitley, vvhofe heart 
was warmed with paternal affection, and who was 
confeious of his ability to train up his children in the 
bed manner, mould be ftruck with horror at the 
thought of having that delightful bufinefs, in any 
meafurc, taken out of his hands. It muft, however, 
be lamented, that education, under the direction of 
individuals, will, in all probability, require a long 
time to be carried to perfection. Confidering the 
ignorance, the folly, the caprice, the mifguided 
fondnefs, the prejudices, the paffions, and the vices 


(*) Ina Letter, 
which feems to 
have been writ* 
ten in 1764, to 
Charles Gray, 
Efq; Member 
for Colchefter, 
are the follow- 
ing expreffions : 
You know I 
cautioufly a- 
voided all 
perfonal far- 
cafm : I wifli 
I had as cautu 
oufly avoided 
all perfonal 
panegyric. I 
had then faved 
myfelf the 
trouble (flume 
I reckon it 
none, to con- 
fefs an error) 
of fetting right 
a character 
which I far 
overpainted.* 


of many parents, what numbers are there of the rifing 
generation, who have little or no chance for the at- 
tainment of knowledge, virtue, and happinefs 1 It 
becomes, therefore, an important queftion, and, 
perhaps, not of eafy folution, whether it would be 
practicable for the magillratc fo far to interfere, as to 
prefcribe young perfons certain bodily exercifes, and 
to provide for their inllrudtion in certain general prin- 
ciples of integrity, patriotifm and liberty, in fuch a 
way, as, while it fcarcely infringed at all upon the 
parental rights and authority, would be evidently 
conducive to the public good, 

6 * Having 


(*)F.R. S. ho- 
norary Member 
of the Imperial 
Academy of Sci- 
ences at St. Pe- 
terfl*urg, Pre- 
bendary of Sa- 
lifbury, and 
Reftor oi Veo- 
\ilton, in the 
county of So- 
merfet. The 
Doctor, in the 
mod obliging 
manner, hath 
put into our 
hands the cor- 
refpondenre 
which pa (Ted 
between him- 
felf and Dr. 
> Bruwn on the 
occafion. 


(h)T>ite4 July 
8, 1765. 
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Having given an account: of t all our ingenious A^fhovVwffpng^r fo £2^ as thejr have 
come to our knowledge,, \ye; proceed to the. cGnc^i^-gjieyqot^jf. his life, his intended 
expedition to Ruflia. On. this lutycft, man^groHnfjlds thjmgs were faid'at the time, 
and fome perfons, we believe,* either, treatec} the JQSHiiE as, chimerical, or, at moft, 
would not allow that Dr. Brown had an authoritative ipvitatipn to that country. How 
much they were herein mifUker}, wil} appear from the, analeptic, intelligence we are"en- 
abled to give of the whole affair,, by the favour of the worthy and learned Dr. Duma- 
refq (*) [Af]; and by the communications of an. officer of &$in&fpr* and merit in his 
Majelty's fervice, who was well acquainted with, and had a; great efcem for Dr. 
Brown. 

Whilft Dr. Dumarefq, in 1765, refidtd in Ruffta, to which country he had been, in-, 
vited, in the preceding year, by the prefent Empr.efs, to give his advice and.affiftance 
for the efiablifhment and regulation of feveral r fchools, which her Imperial Majefty' 
intended to erect in different parts of her dominions, he received a letter (g).f^pm a 
lady of molt excellent character andtiinderftanding in England, in which was the fol- 
lowing pafiage. f As you wifh for all poffible hints on the iubjeft (of education) from 
c perfons of genius and literature, I have prevailed on a gentleman of my acquaintance 
€ to mention your wifh to Dr. Brown (the Author of an Effay on the Charadterifticsj 
c of the Eftimate, and of a piece on Faction, this laft winter, in which he throws out. 
c fome ideas on national education, in a, way that made me fancy he might be no unufe- 
c ful correfpondent to you). Dr. Brown, a? my friend aflures me, exprelTed a great 
c readinefs to enter into a correfpondence, if you think it worth your while, and if you 
f will be fo good as to open it by informing him, what fteps have been already taken ; 
f what are the principal difficulties in the execution^ as yet and what kind of fcheme 
c is already formed (f)-' In confequence of this intelligence, Dr. Dumarefq wrote a 
letter to Dr. Brown (£), ftating the circumftances that occafioned his application, and 
the difficulties he found occurring, with regard to the profecution of the objedt for 
which he had been invited to Ruflia. He had imagined that nothing more would be 
wanted of him, than what concerned claflical learning, and a general foundation for 
the fciences; as that had been the common introduction to every kind of ufeful know- 
ledge, in all the weftern parts of Europe. But on his arrival in Ruffia, he found that 
a fcheme far more extenfive was required, fuch as extended not only to learning, com- 
monly fo called, but alfo to matters military and naval* civil and commercial. How to 
combine all thefe matters together, in each place of education, fo as to avoid both 
confufion and the neceffity of employing a great number of inftrudtors, where few were 
to be obtained who were properly qualified, was found peculiarly difficult. There were> 
alfo, other doubts and difficulties, relating to the objefts of ltudy \ fuch as, which of 
them were moft neceffary and proper for the Ruffian empire ; what languages, next to 
the mother tongue, were to be preferred ; whether or no the fir ft beginnings of Latin 
(as being the beft ground for learning) oughtto be taught to all the foundationers with- 
out exception; what was the beft method of teaching that dead language with eafe and 
brevity, when no more was intended by it than to make the fcholars underftand their 
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; (z) Dated May 
:*q, 1765. 


ft) The idea, 
fuggefted to Dr. 
Dumarefq, of 
correfponding 
with Dr. Brown, 
was the Lady's 
own thought, 
and not known 
till afterwards 
by thofe with 
whom /he was 
particularly con- 
nected. 


[M~] By the favour of the worthy and learned Dr. 
Dumarefq.] It will contribute to throw farther light 
on the narration in the text, to. add a few particulars^ 
concerning this gentleman. He was formerly Fellow 
of Exeter College, Oxford, and, in 17 47, was appoint- 
ed Chaplain to our Ruflia Factory at St. Peterfburg, 
where he constantly refided (excepting one year, in 
which he made a vifit to his friends in England) till 
the Summer of 1762. During his refidence at Fe- 
terfburg, Dr. Dumarefq became acquainted with 
many , of the moflt diftiag^fhed flerfons among the 
ejergy and the laity, both Ruinans and foreigners, 
and particularly with a nobleman fince raifed to a 
throne : and the Doelor had the happinefs of contri- 
buting to the farther progrefs of knpwjedge in that 
country. Upon this topic he had the honour of par- 
ticularly converging with the prefent Emprefs, Avhilfb 
fhe was Great Duchefs ; and after her acceflion to 
the throne, fhe invited E>r. Dumarefq over to Raffia, 
by the intervention of the Earl of Buckinghfny^e^ 
who was at that time our Ambafiador at that court. 
In confequence of the invitation, the Doclor arrived 
at St. Peterfburg, about the latter end of September 
1764, and Raid there till the beginning of January 
1766. During his flay there, pr. ( Duma]tf(q a nd Us, 
aifociates delivered in their plans , and propofajs for 
the intended fchemes of education; but the imme- 
diate fuccefs of them was pi-eVented by a- variety of 
concurring circumftartccs and difficulties. One was, 
a prejudice again it Latin and Greek, entertained by 
fome very worthy ami fenfible perfons (but not regu- 
larly educated in fchool-learning), who were in great 
credit with the Emprefs ; though fhe herfelf, by the 
help of her uncommon fagacity and goodifenfe, faw 


the importance of. that kind of ftudy., Another was 
a rule, (Irongly infilled upon, to admit no fcholars 
'bu,t fuch as 1 were between' five and fix years of age. 
Among other caufes whiich obitrudted the accomplifh- 
mpnt of. her Imperial Majefly's noble dengns, the 
two foil owing we^e particularly efficacious : The con- 
cerns of Ruffla with Poland and Turkey, followed by 
a war which cqnfumed treafures that might otherwife 
have been employed in the -founding of fchools and- 
colleges : AncJ the great number of volunteers, who 
^ye^e- cop tiruu ally offering advices, and projects of 
education,' either ufelcfs, and which ferved only -to* 
'£trplex, or too grand and extenfive to be put into* 
execution all at once, though they were calculated to 
daizle and- unfcttle the mind. In Ihort, by defin- 
ing to do more than could poflibly be compafTed, rio- 
• thing was clone Vhlle Dr. /Dumarefq remained in 
Ruffisu WKeh, Jthe permiflioh of the Emprefs, Jic 
quitted. that country^ to- take {^fTeffion pf ; a prebpnd 
offere^iim by Dr. Thomas, biiliop of Sa.lj/bury, it 
^s r ^naerjtood that he r was to return th«nei : ; triou^h 
it was not what he himfelf -wifhed r, or thought'lilceiy. 
' It hatTi fince been the earnelt defire of fome perfons of 
the greateit dittinclion abroad, that Dr. Dumarefq 
n\ight ^ajn^e^eniploy^ in carrying on the valuable 
defigrislie was ; formerly engaged jh ; bht tshe circum- 
ftances of the' times have not afforded fufneieut en- 
courage mettfc tK' any fchernfi of this Jvind. The Poc- 
: tor. contents Jiimfelf, therefore, in a peaceful and 
learned retirement, with no ether regret than that 'he 
hath not the* opportunities he once had, of being 
more extenfively ufeful; and that he is, in a great 
meafure,: debarred, by his fituation, from keeping 
wp a corr^§)on^er\cq with Jus friends in Ruflia. 

own 
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o\Vn tongue better, and to difcover the geniufes that were fitted for a learned educa- 
tion ; and in what manner, and how far the fludents were to proceed in each fcience, at 
the fchools to be erected. Thefe, and various circumftances befides, Dr. Dumarefq 
laid before Dr. Brown, and particularly, that the foundationers were to be received 
when only five or fix years old, and always kept within the precinCts of the fchool j fo as 
not to converfe even with their parents, but in the prefence of their inftruCtors. c The 
c advice, added the DoCtor, of ingenious and public-fpirited perfons, like you, who 

< look on themfelves as citizens of the world, would be very acceptable, efpecially to 
* me. Vanity had but little fhare, and intereftednefs ftill lefs, in my entering on this 
f talk ; and therefore, what I have chiefly at heart is the fuccefs of fo noble an under- 

< taking,' Dr. Dumarefq's letter produced an anfwer from Dr. Brown (*), that {hewed ( t ; Dat«j oft 
the vigour of his mind, and the height to which he railed his conceptions. He declared f * I 7 6 s- 
that nothing could give him fo true a pleafure as that of aflifting, in any refpeCt, in the 
improvement of the morals of mankind \ and that the particular account which Dr. Du- 
marefq had given him of the noble intentions of her Imperial Majefty, had animated 

him not a little in the confideration of fo great a fubjeCt, and interefted him much in its 
fuccefs. He fays farther, that he had, for ibme years paft, turned both his thoughts 
and ftudies towards the general fubjeCt of Legiflation, which had, at length, fo en- 
grofled his attention, that he now regarded other arts and fciences only as they flood 
related to this, which he thought fupreme. But as every nation is diftinguiflied by 
fome peculiar circumftances of climate, manners, policy, and religion ; and as the 
application of general principles to any particular community can only be juji, fo far as 
it is founded on the knowledge of thefe peculiar characters ; the DoCtor was, on this 
account, apprehenfive that it would be impoflible for him, whilft at fuch a diftance, to 
be very particular, without incurring the imputation, or, at leaft, running the hazard 
of feeming to be chimerical and romantic, by propofing things perhaps impracticable, N 
through the want of a true acquaintance with the ftate of the country. However, as he 
was defirous of treating the fubjeCt in its moil comprehenfive view, he adds, that he 
fhould give Dr. Dumarefq the firft general refult of his reflections, which was to be re- 
garded as the foundation of what might follow. This fketch of Dr. Brown's plan dif- 
plays fo ftrongly the greatnefs and extent of his ideas, that we fliall recite it in his own 
words. s I. I confider the unlimited lbvereignty and power of her Imperial Majefty, 
€ as the chief corner-ftone of this great defign; without which its progrefs muft be for 
c ever obftruCted, by the ignorance, prejudices, and vices of thofe whom fhe would 
€ reform. II. I regard the Greek church, eftablifhed in Ruflia, in its clear, eflential, 
€ and falutary principles, founded on the Gofpel, and fubjeCt to the authority of her 
€ Imperial Majefty, as the rule by which all improvement in religious knowledge and 
€ praCtice is to be direCted. And I look upon thefe as the two great engines of power, 
c by which all reformations are to be accomplifhed. III. It gave me a particular fatif- 
c faCtion to find that her Imperial Majefty regards a very early education (even from the 
€ infant ftate), as the only folid foundation of moral and religious improvement. — As I 
€ have been very large on this fubjeCt, in three Sermons which I publifhed, and which ex- 

* prefsly treat of this particular period and branch of education, as well as feveral fec- 
c tions in my late Thoughts on Liberty and Lkentioufnefs, I fhall fay no more at prefent on 
c this matter; but fhall refer you to thefe. IV. It follows from thefe principles, that 
( a proper and effectual education of the female fex is one of the very firft fteps to be 
f taken for the effectual improvement and civilization of the whole empire. For chLU 
1 dren fall inevitably into the hands and under the care of women in their infant ftate : 
c Therefore their firft and ftrongeft impreffions will be good or bad, falutary or deftruc- 
c tive, according to the morals, character, and conduCt of thofe women under whofe 
€ early tuition they may fall. V. Again it follows, that an improvement in the morals 
€ and knowledge of the clergy (if any be wanting), is another of the firft and moft im- 
€ portant fteps that fhould be attempted, towards the general civilization of the empire. 

4 For as they are the general and authorifed teachers, and come armed with the power of 
c religious principle, the influence of their example and doCtrine muft ever be great. 
c Therefore, till a reformation in thefe (fuppofing them defective) fhall in fome confi- 
c derable degree take place, the religious power, which ought to co-operate with the 
€ noble and gracious intentions of her Imperial Majefty, will hang for ever as a dead 
€ weight upon them ; will always counteract, and in a great degree fruftrate the fuccefs 
? of her endeavours. VI. Next to thofe who are authorifed teachers, that is, the 
f clergy, the improvements in education might feem to be belt employed on the great 
c Lords and Gentry of the empire. I underftand there is fome diftinCtion of that kind 
c among the higher ranks; though I know not in what it confifts. However that be, 
c it is certain that the example and influence of the higher ranks are univerfally fo 
c great, that it will in many inftances overbear the united power of policy and religions 
€ and therefore ought always to be thrown into the fame channel, and made to co- 

5 operate with them. VII. It feems to me that the general civilization of the whole 

* empire will flow moft effectually from thefe fources. The Imperial power, as the 
« great and commanding fpring of aCtion, direfting the conduCt of the female lex, the 
< clergy, Gentry, and Lords, to the defigned end of public happinefs, and to the im- 
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e provement of the children and people who are under their immediate influence. If 
c the plans of civilization begin at a lower point than this, they never can rife higher; 
c no more than water can be forced by pipes, beyond the level of the fountain-head, 

* All attempts to improve the inferior ranks will meet with perpetual obftruftions ; aiid 
€ muft, in the end, prove abortive. VIII. All the plans of national education and po- 
c licy in Europe, are fo miferably defective, that, in my humble opinion, very little'is 
c to be learnt from them; and, therefore, nd great attention ought to be paid to them, 
c as models of legijlative wifdom. They were all occafionally begun, and, by ftarts, inde- 
€ pendently of each other, eftablifhed, amidft the darknefs of barbarous ages : and in 

* confequence of this, are palpably defective in Three great and capital cireumftanccs, 
c thofe of Utility , Connection, and Permanency. They teach many things that tend to 
c obftrufr, inftead of promoting, the true welfare of the refpeftive countries where they 
c are eftablifhed. They are fo far from having any general or fufficient connexion (a 
c circumftance which alone could render them truly efficacious, by giving a capacity to 

* the great political machine, to work by its own natural power), that their f^veral 
c parts often clafh, oppofe, and deftroy each other. They have no permanency, becaufe 
c there are no fufficient checks provided, fuch as might effedhially prevent the inroads 
c of irreligion, falfe honour, felfifhnefs, exceffive luxury, vice, and profligacy; which 

* are the natural enemies of all civil fociety, and have an unalterable tendency to its 
c ruin. IX. As, therefore, her Imperial Majefty hath conceived a deflgn fo far fur- 
c paffing any thing that hath been attempted, or thought of in modern Europe ; I 
c apprehend it will be a matter of the higheft importance, that, in the firft great out- 
c lines of a general civilization, thefe Three capital cireumftanccs of general Utility^ 
9 Connexion, and Permanency, be moft carefully attended to : that nothing be admitted 
c or taught but what hath a clear tendency to the real benefit of the whole empire : 
c that the feveral eftablifhments may have fuch a mutual confiftency and connection, 
c that they may fuftain, affift, and forward each other in their operations : and that 

* fuch checks may be provided, as may give them a permanency or duration, by effec- 
c tually preventing the inroad of fuch ill principles and morals, as may tend to their 

* deftru&ion. X. If I might pre fume in any thing to queftion the conduct of lb 
c exalted a character as that of Peter the Great, I would propole it as a doubt, whether 

* the want of fuch a general and connected plan of civilization was not a leading caufe 
c of that inefficacy and partial fuccefs which attended many of his beft intended inftitu- 
c tions. XI. The principal and moft important eftablifhments to be built on thefe 
c foundations, and Supported (as far as poffible) by a correfpondent education of chil- 
1 dren through the empire, may feem chiefly to relate, i. To Morals. 2. To Reli- 
c gion. 3. To Laws. 4. To Agriculture. 5. To Commerce. 6. To Arts. 7. To 
c Sciences. 8. To Population. 9. To Defence of the Empire; 

€ I perceive that Petef the Great had formed fome very wife eftablifhments relative to 
c Religion and Laws; and likewife touched occafionally upon fome other of the articles 
c above mentioned. So far as thefe eftablifhments can be brought in or improved, fo 
c as to make apart of fuch an extended plan as is here propofed, it will be highly pro- 
c per, on many accounts, to retain and adopt them. But the formation of a General 
1 Code, whieh fliould be confiftent with itfelf in all its parts, and in all thefe eflential 

* articles, and tend to their mutual fupport, and to the utility aiid permanency of the 
c empire through fucceeding ages, can only be the refult of a perfonal infpeflion and 
c experience in the prefent leading circumftances and charadters of the Ruffian empire. 
f XII. Such a code ought not only to refpeft the prefent ftate of the empire, but ou°-ht* 
c alfo to be fo framed, as to expand and fuit itfelf to every degree of improvement and 
c civilization, which future times might produce: containing in itfelf, likewife, all 
e poffible fecurities, which might check the progrefs of things, fliould they ever arrive 
c at that point, which (if not guarded againft) is the fure forerunner of national mi- 

c fery and ruin. 

c Such then is the general outline of the plan which I fhould pre fume to propofe for 
c the accompliihment of the great defigns of her Imperial Majefty, And it appears to 

* me, that the Ruffian empire is at prefent in that ftate of manners, knowledge, and 
€ policy, which renders it moft fufceptible of fuch a general improvement and civi- 

* lization as are here pointed out. I will add, that I know of no other that is ib; 
f For moft other nations are either too much funk in barbarifm, or too deeply tine- 
€ tured with prior inftitutions, or they want the great connecting Imperial Power, which 
c alone can bind the whole together. But the Ruffian empire hath (in many parts of it) 
c fo far emerged from barbarifm as to be fen Able of its own defeats ; and yet hath not fo 
€ ftrongly, or univerfally, received any difcordant inftitutions or impreflions, which 
{ may not gradually be rooted out, or melted into the general plan of civilization; 
€ while the great fountain of power, her Imperial Majefty, leads the way in this grand 
c and unequalled undertaking/ 

Dr. Brown goes on to acquaint Dr. Dumarefq, that to bear any part in lb noble a 
defign ought furely to be the ambition of every friend of mankind ; and that, to this 
end, he offered, with zeal, any fmall affiftance he might be capable of giving. < If, 
c fays he, the general plan which I have iketched out fliould be thought worthy xhr 
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c attention of her Imperial Majefty* 1 fhottkl not fcruple to take a voyage to St. Peter [burg 

c at a proper feafon> in order more effectually to throw in my mice tov/ards its comple- 

< tion and aftual aceomplilhment; by more maturely weighing its feveral parts along 

< with you and other capable perfons on the fpot ; and by making myfelf more intimately 
f and perfonally acquainted with the manners and chara&er of the Ruffian empire : pro- 
c vided I may be made certain of being favourably received^ and honoured with the 

< protection of her Imperial Majefty. On the other hand, if this plan be fo far beyond 
c what has been thought of, as to be judged totally impracticable, I fhall with plealure 
c communicate to you any thoughts which your laft letter, or any future one, may fug- 
c geft, towards a lefs enlarged fcheme of national education.' 

The letter, of which we have given an account, feems to have thrown Dr. Duma- 
refq into no fmall degree of perplexity. He had defired Dr. Brown's advice relative 
to the eftablifliment of fchools ; but our Author's lively imagination led him to a much 
larger plan, even the civilization, and, indeed, the legiflation of the whole Ruffian 
empire. In forming this plan, he laid more ftrefs upon the fupport, efficacy, and 
energy of abfolute power in Princes, when exercifed in a good cauie, than experience 
would* juftify ; and he was ready to imagine, that the bulk of the Ruffian nation, 
emerging out of barbarifm, was like a Tabula rafa, upon which any characters might 
be written. He became afterwards fenfible that he was miftakeri in thefe refpe&s. Dr. 
Dumarefq, before he took any particular meafures with regard to Dr. Brown's letter, 
thought proper to coniult with Monf. Muller, who was affociated v/ith him in the deli- 
berations concerning the fchools proper to be eftablifhed, and who had Jately refided at 
Mofcow. In writing to this gentleman, Dr. Dumarefq ftated, with great refpeft to 
the abilities and character of Dr. Brown, the difficulties which occurred to his own 
mind with regard to the practicability of the plan fuggefted, and defired Monf. Mul- 
ler's advice upon the fubjeft. Profeffor Muller, however, not caring to hazard his 
fentiments, by the poft, on a queftion which certain circumftances rendered a delicate 
one, returned only a very general and indeterminate anfwer. Other friends, with whom 
Dr. Dumarefq confulted on the occafion, were divided in their opinions. At length, 
he took the resolution of tranflating Dr. Brown's propofals into French, and prefixing 
to them a fair, plain, and fhort account of the manner bow, and the perlbn from whom+ 
they came into his hands, without interpofing his own judgment. All this he did, and 
delivered to Monf. de Panin [iV]> who fhewed it to her Imperial Majefty, the refult of 
which was a mefiage to Dr. Brown, to the following effe<5t : That the Emprefs was much 
pleafed v/ith his letter; and that, as it contained many things which deferved attention, 
but- were fuch as he could not well know at that diftance, whether they were fui table to 
Ruffia ; and as fhe had a very favourable opinion of him, and wifhed to confer with hinrh; 
therefore it would be very agreeable to her, if he would come over to St. Pet£r/burg, as 
foon as conveniently might be, in order to confider farther of thofe matters. M. de 
Panin himfelf was to have tranfmitted this mefiage from the Emprels direClly to Dr. 
Brown ; but being, at that time, extremely bufy, he delegated the commiffion to Dr. 
Dumarefq, who, that no miftakes might be committed in an affair of fo delicate a 
nature, read the whole letter in which the mefiage was fent (or rather a literal tranfla- 
tion of it into Frtfhch), to his Excellency, for his approbation. An invitation from fo 
illuftrious a woman as the prefent Emprefs of Ruffia, to pay a vifit to her court, for 
the purpofe of promoting fo great an objedt as the general improvement of the empire, 
w as received with no fmall pleafure by Dr. Brown. In his anfwer (k) to Dr. Dumarefq's (k)Datd 
letter, he exprefles his fenfe of the honour done him by the Emprefs, and obferves, that, Ncwcaftle » 
as hef was not eafily difcouraged in things of this nature, when the Imperial power gave arC * 9 ' 
him fome ground- to ftand upon, he was not without hopes that fomething material 
might be ^one i at leaft that fo^e ftrong and enlarged foundations might be laid 
for future improvements in the Ruffian empire [0]. 

A letter 

f However, as that letter feemed to be an offer, 

* indirectly made through me, to. engage in a work 

* the fuccefs of which would be extremely defirable - 
4 benevolence towards all mankind, and a particular 
' attachment to this country, made me afraid of hin- 
' dering the carrying on of your noble projecls, which 

* perhaps my diffidence and confined views alone 
■ reprefented to me as hardly practicable, or rather 
' as impracticable, at this time, in this empire, 

' It was owing to thefe motives, that, after a long 

* deliberation, which did not clear all my fcruples 

* I at length determined to tranflate your letter into 

* French, with as much fidelity as I could, and (with* 
' out interpofing my own judgment) to tranfmit it 

* to her Imperial Majefty, who might bell judge of 

* it. His Excellency M. de Panin, whofe exalted 
1 character you, doubtlcfs, are acquainted with, and 

* who acts in this empire as firft Minifter in foreign 

* affairs, delivered that tranflation into her Imperial 

* Majefty's own hand's.' 
[O] Future improvements in the Ruffian empire.] 

How fanguinc Dr. Brown was ia his expectations upon 

the 


[N] All this he did, and delivered to Monf. de Pa- 
* tn -] Thefe circumftances are related, in a letter to 
Dr. Brown, dated from Riga, Jan. \jC6, where 
Dr.* Dumarefq then was, in his way to England. In 
this letter, Dr. Dumarefq gives his fentiments con- 
cerning the extent of Dr. Brown's fcheme, with fo 
much good fenfe, candor, and modefty, that we fhall 

recrte them in his own words. ' I beg your par- 

' don for not anfwering fooner your moft ingenious 
4 letter of laft October. Itcontained matter of fuch 

* a nature, that, I own, I was, for fome time, un- 
certain how to proceed. My- endeavours to be ufe- 

* ful to this country have always been confined 
' chiefly to the improvement of morals, and to the 

* advancement of learning, particularly of the claf- 
« fical kind, which contributed moft to introduce arts 

* and fciences, and civilization, in the weftern and 
4 northern parts pf Europe, as far as it fpread. For 
c that fole purpofe I was fent for laft year. Neither 
' do I find in myfelf fo extenfive a genius, nor fo re- 
*■ folute a courage, as to engage in thofe enlarged 

* plans of education which you fuggeft in your letter. 
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A letter from Dr. Dumarefc^ in return, written after his arrival in England, and 
principally containing fome directions and advices to Dr. Brown, with regard to the me- 
thod in which it would be beft for him to make his intended voyage, clofed the corre- 
fpondence between thefe two gentlemen. In the mean time, Dr. Brown acquainted the 
Ruffian Court with his defign of complying with the Empreis's invitation, and received 
an anfwer from M. de Panin, fignifying how much her Imperial Majefty was pleafed 
with his intention, and informing him that fhe had ordered a thoufand pounds lterling 
to be remitted to him, by her Minifter in London (M. Poufchkin), for the expences of 
his journey. M. Poufchkin was likewife directed, as Dr. Brown was one of his Ma- 
jefty's Chaplains in ordinary, to afk the King's permiflion for the Doctor's going over 
to Ruffia [P], which appears to have been readily granted. In confequence of all 
thefe proceedings, our Author ardently fet himfelf to prepare for his journey. But 
while he was thus intent upon a fcheme which was fo flattering to his imagination, he 
did not fufficiently refledt, that the ftate of his health was by no means fuitable to fuch 
an expedition. He was fubjeft to attacks of the gout and rheumatifm, and had had an 
attack of this kind not long before he received M. de Panin's letter. After the receipt 
of that letter, and when he was almoft on the point of fetting out for St. Peterfburg, his 
diforder returned upon him with great violence. In this fituation of things, his friends 
took the alarm. They juftly apprehended that fo long a journey, at the latter end of 
the year, to fuch a climate as that of RuiTia, might be hurtful, in the higheft degree, 
to his health and conftitution. One worthy friend, in particular, the Rev. Mr. 
Stevens, wrote him an excellent letter upon the occafion, which we fhall infert in a 


the fubjeft, will appear from fome paflages in a pri- 
vate letter, written about this time to a friend. 

* This defign, if in any degree fuccefsful, will rea- 

* Iize many things in my principal work, On Chrifiian 
' Legijlation ; which till now I could only talk of in 
c theory; and will, in this refpect, give it a weight 

* which mere fpeculation can never obtain. — If you 

* will indulge me in carrying my imagination into 

* futurity, I can fancy that I fee civilization and a 

* rational fyftem of Chriftian ity extending themfelves 

* quite acrofs the immenfe continent, from Peterfburg 
4 to Kamfchatfka. 1 can fancy that I fee them 

* ftriking farther into the more fouthern regions of 

* Tartary and China, and Spreading their influence 

* even over the nations of Europe ; which, though 

* now polilhed, are far from being truly Chriftian, 
4 or truly happy. Nay, I am fometimes fantaftic 

* enough to fay with Pitt, that as America was con- 

* quered in Germany, fo Great Britain may be re- 

* formed in Ruflia. However chimerical this imagi- 

* nation may be, or feems to be, this I am perfuaded 

* you will allow, that it is a great and important 
' object which I have now before me. If in any de- 

* gree I fucceed, it will be well. If I fail, or die in 

* the attempt, I only defire fome kind friend to write 

* my apology upon my tombftone, 

* Magnis tamen excidit aufis.' 

[P] To afk the King's permijfion for the DoSlor y s going 
vver to RuJJiaJ\ It will probably be acceptable to our 
readers to fee the letters which were written to Dr. 
Brown, on this occafion, by Monf. Panin and Monf. 
Poufchkin. 

* To the Rc>v. Dr. Brown, one of his Britannic Ma- 
1 j e fty* s Chaplains in Ordinary, at Mr. Davis's, 
* Bookfellcr, near Gray 1 s- Inn, HoJlorn, London, 

' A St. Pcterfbourg, le 3 Juin, 1766. 
€ r 'Imperatrice a appris avec plaifir, Monfieur, par 

* le rapport que je lui ai fait de votre lettre, que 

* vous confentez a venir pa Her quelque terns a. fa cour. 

* Elle m'a orJonne de vous faire remettre par fon mi- 

* niftre a Londre les mil livres fterlings auxquelles 

* monteront les frais de votre voyage, & de vous prier 

* de l'entreprendre auflitot que Tarrangement de 

* vos affaires pourra le permettre. M. de Mouffin 

* Poufchkin auquel j'ecris aujourdhui, & qui vous fera 

* tenir ma lettre, demandera pour vous, Monfieur, 
c un conge au miniftere de votre cour pour le terns 

* que vous croirez pouvoir nous donner, & vous mu- 

* nira a votre depart de lettres pour les miniftres de 

* fa Majefte Imperiale aux differentes cours par lef- 

* quel les vous paflerez. lis feront afTurement ce qui 

* dependra d'eux pour vous faciliter la route, & vous 

* la rendre plus agreable. J'attends avec une forte 

* d'impatience, Monfieur, le moment que j'aurai le 

* plaifir de vous entretenir, et de vous temoigner le 


degre d'eftime & de consideration avec lequel j6 
fuis, Monfieur, 

* Votre tres humble & tres obeifant ferviteur, 

« N. Panin/ 

Q'EST dans ce moment meme, que je viens* 
Monf. le Docleur, de recevoir Paflurance de 
S. E. Monfieur le General de Conway, que fa Ma- 
jefte le Roy a eu la grace de vous accorder la per- 
minion d'aller en Rufiie. II vient de me confirmer 
cette aflu ranee par ecrit. II n'eft done plus quef- 
tion, Monfieur, que de faire vos arrangemens pour 
votre voyage tout de fuite, & de vous difpofer a 
baifer la main du Roy ce Mecredy prochain. Je 
fuis en men particulier charme de vous prouver par 
touces les occafions Peftime parfaite avec laquelle je 
vous ferois, Monfieur, 

* Votre tres humble ferviteur, 

* MoUSSIN POUSCHKIN.* 

* To the Rev. Dr. Brown. 

* St. Peterfburg, June 3, 1766* 
^HE Emprefs learns with pleafure, Sir, by the 
account I have given of your letter, that you 
confent to fpend fome time at her Court. She has 
given me orders to caufe to be remitted to you, by 
her Minifter at London, the thoufand pounds fter* 
ling, which the expences of your journey will 
amount to, M. Mouflin Poufchkin, to whom I this 
day write, and who will convey this letter to you, 
will afk a pcrmiffion of your Court, Sir, with re- 
fpect to the time you think you fhall be able to give 
us; and, at your departure, he will furnifh you 
with letters to her Imperial Majefty's Minifters at 
the feveral Courts you will take in your way. Thefe 
Minifters will moft afturedly do every thing in their 
power to facilitate your route, and that can render 
it moft agreeable to you. I wait with impatience, 
Sir, for the opportunity I fhall have of converfing 
with you, and of demonftrating to you that degree 
of cfteem and regard with which I am, Sir, 

* Your moft humble 

' and moft obedient fervant, 

■ N. Panin.* 

* To the Rev. Dr. Brown* 

T HAVE this inftant, Sir, been afTured, by Ge- 
neral Conway (*), that the King has been graci- 
oufly pleafed to give you his permifTion to go to 
Ruflia. He has alfo j uft now confirmed to me this 
affurance in writing. There is no doubt then, Sir, 
but that you may immediately make your arrange- 
ments, and prepare to kifs hands on Friday next. 
For myfelf, I am much pleafed in proving to you, 
upon all occafions, that perfect efteem with which I 
fhall ever be, Sir, 

* Your moft humble fervant, 

' M. Pouschkin/ 


(*) Secretary 
State, 


note 


BROWN (John). 

note [<$>]. Influenced, therefore, by the advices and perfuafions of his medical and 
other acquaintance, Dr. Brown determined to lay afide his defign of going over to 
Ruffia ; with a purpofe, however, of refuming it in the following fpring, in cafe it fliould 
be thought expedient by he* Imperial Majefty. His letter to Monf. Poufchkin, declin- 
ing the journey, will be given below [R]. It will be feen, from the account fubjoined 


[j?J Wrote him an excellent Utter upon the occajton.] 

< My dear Sir, July 30th, 1766. 

1 T AM fo nearly interefted in. the event of your 
« inter.ded journey to Ruflia, that I cannot for- 
' bear exprefling in this manner the particular anxi- 
« ctics and apprehenfions I feel for you on that ac- 

* count. 

« The generous zeal and warmth of your temper, 

* in an enterprize for the good of mankind, will, I 
' fear, in this inftance, animate you beyond your 
1 ftrength, and conceal the very great hazard of fuch 

* an undertaking. You muft, therefore, indulge me, 

* in the tendernefs of an honeft friendfhip, if I take 
k the liberty of fuggefting a few hints relative to this 

* affair, which may perhaps be overlooked, or too 

* little regarded by you, on the prefent occafion. 

* In the firft place, the critical Hate of health you 
€ are in, and the very nature of your diforder, are, 
'* in mv opinion, ferious objections to your embark- 
8 ing at ^his time : But thefe, added to the far advance 

* of the feafon, form an almoft infuperable argument. 

* Your diforder requires eafe, warmth, andnurfing; 
1 and your journey will inevitably expofe you to the 
' very reverfe of thefe. 

< Befides, it afks little (kill in phyfic to foretel that 

* a northern climate now may probably be attended 

* with the mod fatal confequences to your confti- 
' tution : Becaufe, by giving a fudden check to the 

* operations of nature, who has been kindly relieving 
c you for many weeks paft by gentle perfpiration, 
1 you confine the morbific humours, and by that 

* means obftruft the only certain progrefs towards a 

* recovery. 

1 Confider farther, my dear friend, that, by the 

* late violent attack, you are rendered lefs able to 

* encounter the difficulties and fatigues which you 
1 mull unavoidably meet with in fuch an arduous un- 
f dertaking. Languid fpirits and feeble limbs are 
1 moft mifcrable companions in an expedition to Ruf- 
1 fin. But perhaps the efteem and affection I have for 
; you may multiply dangers. Yet dangers there cer- 
f tainly are, and very imminent ones to You, which I 
E could not forbear thus hinting at in a letter, as they 
c may pofiibly lie too near your own eye to be feen 
r diftindtly. 

1 After all, give me leave to enquire into the er- 
1 rand you are going upon : — To affilt, I fuppofe, in 
1 forming fome general fyftem of civilization. But 
1 pray who are to be*your co-adj u tors in this great 
work ? Have you yet heard their names ? Or, are 
you fent for to Hand alone, naked and defencelefs 
in a land of Grangers, oppofed to fingle combat 
with the ftubborn paflions and inveterate prejudices 
of a whole people; pointed at as a public reformer 
of old eftablifhed favourite manners, and a declared 
enemy to atheifm and irreligion on the one hand, 
and bigotry and fuperftition on the other ? 
1 If thefe be the monfters you have to contend 
with (as they certainly are, by the accounts I have 
had of the prefent ltate of that country), you have 
too intimate a knowledge of mankind to doubt for 
a moment what fevcre conflicts and united ftrength 
it muft require : — what preparation and materials 
are previoufly neceffary to be laid in, as a founda- 
tion for you to work upon, before there can be the 
lcaft probability of fuccefs to the beft contrived 
plan imaginable. Pleafe to believe me, with the 
trueft refpecl and efteem, 

* Dear Sir, 
* Your much obliged 
* and moll affectionate humble Servant, 
* W. Stevens.' 

[ R ] If 'ill he given Mow . ] 

* To his Excellency M. de Mo u (fin Poufchkin. 

*sir, m 

jT is with the greateft concern imaginable, that I 
acquaint your Excellence of my abfolute inca- 
pacity to undertake my intended journey to Pcterf- 
burg this feafon. What I feel from the return of 
my diforder gives a fufficient conviction to myfelf : 


: But I would not finally declare my inability to per- 
1 form this tafe, till 1 had confulted an able phy- 
: fician, who, together with my experienced apothe- 
; cary, and other friends, who know my conftitution, 
: declare, that, in my prefent ftate of bad health, 
' not only the journey would be dangerous, but the 
1 winter climate of Peterfburg ftill more fo, by fix- 
E ing the diforder upon me in an incurable manner. 

c This being unfortunately my fituation, however 
: defirous I am of paying my duty to her Imperial 
r Majefty, I cannot think of doing it at the certain 
1 expence of my health ; being perfuaded, that her 
E Imperial Majefty's goodnefs would be far from de- 
1 firing me to endanger or deftroy it. 

1 I muft, therefore, content myfelf at prefent, with 
: writing a letter to his Excellency M. de Panin ; 
' and fending a memorial to be presented to her Im- 
: perial Majefty, containing my fentiments of what 
! I think ought firft to be done, for the accomplifh- 
1 ment of her Imperial Majefty's great defigns, ac- 
' cording to the beft informations I am able to obtain, 
{ from a variety of perfons, concerning the prefent 
1 ftate of the Ruffian Empire ; and which I fhall fub- 
r mit to her Imperial Majefty's fuperior judgment and 
1 determination. 

* As her Imperial Majefty is now certainly difen- 
! gaged from her late generous propofal ; and as your 
; Excellence feems to think it doubtful whether fhc 
'■ will renew it again any future time, I fhall either 

deliver the things I have bought into your hands, 
or fell them to the beft advantage I can, and return 
you the money they are fold for. Along with this 
I fend an account of what I have expended in pre- 
paration for my journey to Peterfburg ; and, ac- 
cording to what I have exprefled in that paper, am 
willing to refer the whole to the honour of the par- 
ties concerned. 

* And whatever be her Imperial Majefty's future 
refolutions, be aflurcd, Sir, that I fhall always be 
ready to give any affiftance I can, to the accorn- 
plilhmcnt of her great defigns, whenever my fenti- 
ments fhall be thought worthy of her Imperial Ma- 
jefty's attention. I have the honour to be, Sir, 

* Your Excellency's moft obedient 

* London, and moft humble Servant, 
Jug. Sth, 1766. J. Brown. 

Received by Dr. Brown, of his Excel- /. j. <f 9 

* lency M. M. P. . . 200 o o 


Returned, • - . • 

* Expended, 

For a Poft-chaife, 

For a travelling Trunk, - - 

For a travelling Bed, - 

For a foreign Servant extraordinary, 

For fupplying his Cure at Nevvcaftle, 

For extraordinary Expences in London, 

For Cloaths (at prefent ufelefb) - ' - 


102 14 o 


40 12 
1 16 


9 
20 

8 

■5 
1 


J8 
o 
8 
o 

1 1 


o 
o 
6 
o 
o 
o 
6 


97 6 o 

' N. B. Dr. Brown provided many more clothes 
! than what are here charged ; but the reft being 
' fuch as he can wear at home, he does not charge 
c them. ' 

* Dr. Brown engaged himfelf in the fervice of the 

* Emprefs of Ruffia, with intention^of going to Pe- 

* ter/burg folely on the affairs of that empire. And 
' after having prepared every thing for his journey, 

* and expended the above fums, was unfortunately 
< prevented by ficknefs. He, therefore, refers it to 
; tIie honour of the parties concerned, to determine 

how far thefe n ceffary expences of preparation are 

* to fall upon himfelf, or to be defrayed by her Im- 
4 perial Majefty, out of that fum which was ap- 
' pointed for his journey to Petcrlburg.' 

It appears, from the above account, that though 
the Emprefs ordered a thoufand pounds for Dr. Brown, 
he had taken up only two hundred in advance. The 
reft of the money might lie in a banker's hands. 


to 


BROWN (John). 

to that letter, that Dr. Brown returned the money whicli had been advanced to him, 
deducing only fome extraordinary expences. His enemies, it fcems, infinuated that 
he had appropriated to himflHf the thoufand pounds afligned for his journey, and then 
found it convenient not to go. But nothing could be more falfe than fuch an infinu- 
ation. The Doctor was a man of the ftri&eft private integrity ; and all who were ac- 
quainted with him knew that he was far above any pecuniary meannefs. That he had 
not quitted the thoughts of being ferviceable to Ruflia, is manifeft from a long letter 
which he wrote to the Emprefs, after he had declined going over to St. Peterfburg. In 
this letter, which does great honour to his abilities [6'], he confines himfelf chiefly to 


[5] Which does great honour to his a iilities.] The 
letter was accompanied with another to M. de Pa- 
hin, of which an extraft will be firft given. The 
letter to the Emprefs, though a very long one, will, 
we are perfuaded, be per u fed with pleafure by our 
readers, as it ftrongly difplays the vigour and extent 
of Dr. Brown's mind, and mews, at the fame time, 
that having wifely dropped, at leaft for the prefent, 
the idea of the civilization and legiflation of the whole 
Ruffian Empire, he had directed his views to a more 
practicable, and, on that account, a more ufeful object. 

Ext r ad of a Letter to his Excellency Monf de Pan in, 
dated London , Aug, 28, 1766. 

4 SIR, 

* JLJ A VI NG had a violent attack of the gout and 
c rheumatifm, both before and after I had re- 
« ceived the honour of your Excellency's letter, and 
4 alfo after I had made all proper preparations for 

* my journey to St. Peterfburgh ; I am at length to- 
c tally difabled from undertaking fo long a jjurney 

* for this feafon.' — * I hope the Spring may bring 

* me better health, and enable me to pay my refpeets 

* to your Excellence, and my duty to her Imperial 

* Majefty, in cafe it fhould Hill be thought expedient.' 

* — * M. Mouffin Poufchkin will acquaint your Ex- 

* cellence that I returned to him the thoufand pounds, 

* except a fmall fum which I had laid out in prepa- 

* rations for my journey.' 

* In the mean time I have done myfelf the honour 

* of communicating my thoughts in a letter to her 

* Imperial Majefty ; the original of which, together 

* with a French tranflation, I have the honour of 

* fending to your Excellence by the hands of M. 

* Mouffin Poufchkin.' 

4 To her Imperial Majefty, Catherine, Emprefs of 
4 all theRuttias, CSV. 

* Madam, London, Aug. 28, 1766. 

* JT is an unfpeakable mortification to me, that I 

* have been prevented by licknefs from accepting 

* your Imperial Majefty's molt gracious invitation, 

* and for the prefent deprived of the honour of pay- 

* ing my duty to the greateft Emprefs upon earth. 

* In the mean time, till a change in my ftate of 

* health enables me to accomplifh that journey, which 

* I fo ardently wifh for ; in confequence of the beft 
' information I have been able to obtain from a vari- 

* ety of perfons, concerning the prefent ftate of the 

* Ruffian Empire, and fuch as may in fome degree 

* ftand in the place of perfonal obfervation and ex- 

* perience, I will take the liberty to lay before your 
c Imperial Majefty my full and fin cere thoughts con- 

* cerning the firft fteps to be taken for the accom- 

* plifhment of your Imperial Majefty's great and ge- 

* nerous defigns. 

* And I am emboldened to do this with the greater 

* freedom, both becaufe, in an affair of fuch high im- 
4 portance, I think it my duty to fpeak the truth 
4 without difguife ; and alfo becaufe the fame of your 
4 Imperial Majefty's condefcenfion and candour, as 

* well as penetration, hath reached the moft diftant 

* countries. 

* In my letter to Dr. Dumarefq, which had the 
« honour of being perufed and approved by yourlm- 

* perial Majefty, I mentioned a general and felf-con- 

* iiftent code of legiflation for the Ruffian Empire, 

* which might be formed and eftablifhed as a ftandard 

* for all further regulations : But, upon enquiry, I 

* am of opinion, that before any thing of this kind 
4 can be properly attempted, it will be neceflary that 

* fome prior fteps fhould be taken, and certain Lm- 

* provements made in the prefent ftate of things in 

* Ruffia, in order to render fuch a general plan of 

* legiflation more practicable and effectual in its exe- 

* cution. 
Vol. II. 


' Though Tarn well perfuaded, that your Imperial 
4 Majefty's dominions abound with many worthy per- 

* fons of all ranks and llations, yet I underftand there 
' are two oppofite extremes which powerfully mix 
4 themfelves with the better part, and which it is un- 

* doubtedly your Imperial Majefty's generous inten- 
' tion to mitigate and correct. Thefe are ignorance 
i and barbarous manners on the one hand ; diffipation, 

* exceffive luxury, licentioufnefs, and irreligion on 
' the other i and I apprehend it is the noble inten- 
' tion of your Imperial Majefty to reduce thefe two 

* extremes as much as poffible to the medium of vir- 
' tue, true religion, ufeful knowledge, ihduftry, and 
4 rational civilization. 

; * Now, among whatever ranks thefe two unhappy 
c extremes prevail, it is certain that 'no effectual 
4 changes can be expected among thofe (of either 

* fex) who are arrived at the maturity of age. Their 

* habits of thought and action are too much con- 
' firmed by time; therefore your Imperial Majefty 

* hath given proof of the trueft penetration, in turn- 

* ing your attention upon the improvements of the 

* rifing generation. 

* In my former letter to Dr. Dumarefq, I men- 
f tioned the female fex, the clergy, and the nobility i 

* or higher ranks of the empire, as the three great 
4 clafles on whom the firft efforts of a general reform- 

* ation would beft be bellowed ; becaufe their in flu- 

* ence over young minds is the moft general and molt 
1 extenfive. 

* With refpect to the improvement of the firft of 

* thefe clafles, the female fex, I fhall fay nothing 

* here further than to exprefs my great fatisfaction in 
^finding that my opinion in this article has the 

* honour of coinciding with that of your Imperial 

* Majefty, by whom (as I am now informed) a noble 
■ feminary hath lately been eftablifhed for their pro- 

* per education. Therefore, inftead of offering any 

* thoughts upon this fubject, I fhall rather expect to 
1 receive inftructions from the regulations of thai: 

* noble feminary which your Imperial Majefty hath 

* eftablifhed. 
'* With regard to the monafteries, it will be time 

c enough to take their prefent ftate into confidera- 
4 tion, when the more active members of the church 

* have received a juft improvement. It is upon the 
4 fecular ot parochial clergy, that the morals of the 
4 people do chiefly depend. 

' But before I proceed to offer my fentiments con- 
4 cerning the beft means of introducing into the em- 
4 pire a proper mode of education for thofe who are 
4 defigned for the fecular orders of the church, as 

* well as for the young nobility, and higher ranks of 

* the empire, I will beg leave to lay before your Im- 

* perial Majefty fome circumftances which feem ne- 

* ceflary, either to precede or accompany it : in both 
4 cafes, in order to render fuch an education more 

* effectual in its confequences. 
* I am informed, that the fecular or parochial 

c clergy have generally very fmall incomes, many 
4 of them nothing certain, depending on the tri- 
' fling donations of their parifhioners for their fup- 

* port. I humbly apprehend it is impoffible they 

* can be of much influence among the people, while 

* they continue in this dependent ftate. For it not 

* only prevents men of character and ability from 

* entering into a profelfion, where poverty and con- 
• 4 tempt are to be their certain lots; but alfo fuch 

* poverty and contempt incurably prevent their pro- 

* per influence and power over the morals of the 

* people. Therefore, as a neceffary encouragement 

* to worthy perfons to enter into this ftate of life, 
1 and alfo to give them their due weight among the 

* people, it would be of great confequence, that com- 
4 petent ftipends fhould be appointed and fixed ac- 

* cording to your Imperial Majefty's good pleafure, 
8 H * by 


BROWN (John). 

the fubjeft of education, and points out fome excellent methods of improving k In the 
Ruffian empire. Thus 


r by which the fecular clergy may fubfift in a decent 

* and comfortable manner. 

* Without fomething of this kind, a liberal edu- 
4 cation will, perhaps, hardly bring any addition, 
« either to their private happinefs or their public 

' utilit y- , , 

< If the fons of merchants and other creditable 
« profeflions, and alfo the younger fons of the higher 
« ranks, were encouraged and invited to enter into 
« the fervice of the church, the clerical profeffion 

* would become more ufeful, becaufe more ho- 

* nourable. 

« Neither can there be any reafonable ground for 

* jealoufy of any ill confequences to the ftate from 

* fuch a happy change in the circumftances of the 

* fecular clergy as is here propofed. Their incomes 

* may be fo limited as to give them a proper influence 
4 over the morals of their refpe&ive congregations ; 

* yet not to arm them with power to interpofe in af- 
« fairs of ftate. 

* This confequence could only be feared from the 
€ opulence and union of the monaftic clergy, ani- 

■ mated by the patriarchal power, which, being now 

* happily diflblved, can never more interfere with that 

* of thelmperial crown, 

« The fecular or parochial clergy, thus rendered 

* more confiderable, could, by a proper education, be- 

* come the natural inflruftors and reformers of their 

* refpecYive congregations. The common people 
' through all Chriftendorn have been chiefly civilized, 

* and ftill are preferved from degenerating into bar* 

* barity, by the labours of the fecular clergy. 

\ Efpecially thefe good effects will hereafter ari/e, 
c when a well-educated nobility fhall fecond the la- 

4 bours of the clergy, by turning their attention from 

* falfe pleafure towards the welfare and civilization 

* of their refpeftive vaflals ; which it may be hoped 

* they will hereafter do ; efpecially as they have be- 

* fore theiri fo great an example in the attention which 
r your Imperial Majefty gives to the happinefs and 

* improvement of all your fubjecls. 

* And this, Madam, naturally leads me to offer 
c my thoughts to your Imperial Majefly concerning 

* the fteps which may be preparatory and necef- 
f fary towards a proper education of the nobility 

* and higher ranks of the empire ; and here, as I 

* would willingly avoid giving offence, as ( much as 
' poflible, to any rank of men, while I fpealc what 

* I apprehend to be the truth, I fhall leave it to your 

* Imperial Majefly 's better judgment, to determine 

■ how far the following remarks are, in any degree, 

* applicable to the prefent fubjedl. Peter the Firft 

* was naturally led, in ^e infancy of his empire, to 

* turn his attention chiefly on the eftablifhment of a 

* navy, the improvement of commerce, and the exr 
f tirpation of barbarifm. With thefe views he invit- 

* ed foreigners from all parts, and fent his young 

* fubjects to travel into foreign countries. 

* That thefe two things fhould be done was certain- 
' ly right ; but had they been done with greater cau- 
? tion, it had been more fortunate for the Ruflian 
f empire. 

* For both the travels of the Ruflian youth, and 

* the entrance of foreigners into the empire, having 
« 'been permitted and encouraged in the molt un- 

* guarded manner, the natural confequence was, that 
e along with the good, the evils alfo of foreign coun- 

* tries fhould be introduced. 

* And as young men of quick minds and paflions, 

* not overlooked aud reflrained by proper tutors, are 
1 more apt to catch at foreign follies and vices than 

5 at .wifilom and virtue, it is no wonder if they 

* brought home both manners and opinions which, 
' upon the whole, gave more detriment than advan- 

* tage to their country. 

' And again, as the leaft virtuous part of fome of 

* the nations of Europe were, perhaps, the readier! 

* to quit their own country, to gain an eflablifhment 
' in Ruflia ; from hence aJfo a fimilar confequence 

* could hardly fail to arife. More efpecially, as the 

* fame Prince, for the fame ends, thought proper 

* to remove the feat of empire from Mofcow to St. 

* Peterfburg ; and by this ftep brought moll of 

* his fubje&s to inhabit that metropolis, which is 


alfo the great feat of commerce ; the entrance 
and influence of foreign manners and opinions, 
whether good or bad, falutary or pernicious, be- 
came Hill more inevitable among the higher ranks 
of the empire. 

* From thefe caiifes, Madam, I can fuppofe it pof* 
fible, nay probable, that among many of the higher 
ranks ignorance and barbarifm might be immedi- 
ately fucceeded by the oppofite extremes of luxury 
and irreligion, without the natural intervention of 
that falutary medium of ufeful knowledge, found: 
religion, virtue, public fpirit, and rational civi- 
lization, which your Imperial Majefly is now labour- 
ing to introduce. 

* I call this a natural intervention, becaufe it ap- 
pears from the hiftory of mankind, that when the 
improvement and civilization of a kingdom proceeds, 
by a more gradual and unforced progrefs of things ; 
that is, when the fovereign engages his nobles and 
people, firfl in the practice and improvement of 
agriculture, by which the honefl comforts of lift 
are firfl obtained, and a general fpirit of induftry is 
excited throughout the internal parts of xhe country ; 
when to this is added an application to home-ma- 
nufactures, in order to make the beftof what agri- 
culture hath produced ; when population is thus na- 
turally irtcreafed, and when thefe improved goods of 
nature are difperfed through fuch a country by the 
arts and convenienciesj of a domeftic commerce ; 
when fuch is the natural and unforced progrefs of 
things, I believe yonr Imperial Majefly will find it 
a truth founded in the hiftory of mankind, that 
among fuch a people, an honeft fimplicity of man- 
ners, with a concomitant regard to religious prin- 
ciples, and ufeful, though bounded, knowledge, do 
generally, and if attended with a tolerable fyilem 
of policy, almoft fpontaneoufly arife : and from 
thence the afcent is alfo eafy and natural, nor yet 
dangerous, up to a higher flate of elegance, arts, 
fcience, and foreign emoluments; which may then 
be fafely brought in by a guarded communication 
and commerce with foreign countries. 

* But where a Prince, impatient to obtain his fa- 
vourite purpofes, overlooks and neglects thefe in- 
termediate Heps and gradual modes of internal civi- 
lization, attempting immediately to build foreign 
commerce and foreign arts on national ignorance and 
barbarity, the effects muft neceflarily be fuclv as 
have appeared- Jn Ruflia fince the time of Peter the 
Great. The internal civilization of the country, 
inftead of being forwarded, muft be checked : the 
higher ranks, allured by the feduction of foreign 
and imported luxuries and fuch principles as lux- 
uries bring in, will for fake their eftates, and ne- 
glect their vaflals, to indulge themfelves in diflipa- 
tjoa an4 the felrifh plcafures of the capital. And 
the people thus abandoned, muft inevitably conti- 
nue funk in their native barbarity. 

* Thefe thoughts I humbly prefume to lay be- 
fore your Imperial Majefty, not only the better to 
difclofe the true caufes of the flow progrefs of in- 
ternal civilization in the Ruflian empire, but alfo 
with all deference to point out certain principles of 
conduct, without which the progrefs of a national 
civilization muft be for ever checked and obftructed. 
% Now if, from this general caufe, a fpirit of dif- 
fipation, exceflive luxury, licentioufnefs, and irreli- 
gion have gained an early and too general influ- 
ence over any of the higher ranks of the empire'; 
if foreigners (from any licentious nation) of im- 
proper character have intruded, and are too gene- 
rally admitted, into confiderable families, as in- 
ftruders of youth ; and by thefe means, as well as 
by fpreading improper books, miflead them, either 
in moral or religious principles ; if thefe things be 
fo, your Imperial Majefty may pleafe, in your wif- 
dom, to con fide r how far a greater degree of cau- 
tion ought, for the future, to be obferved in thefe 
two important circumftances, the travels of the 
Ruflian youth, and the admiflion of foreign in- 
flruclers or books into the Ruflian empire. 

1 And alfo your Imperial Majefly may pleafe to 
deliberate how far, and bv what means, it may be 
pofliblp immediately to refcue the Ruffian youth, 
6 f yet 
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Thus ended Dr. Brown's negociation with the court of Rufiu, which was fo much 
fpoken of at the time, though but little underitood. The affair, taken in all its cir- 

cumftances, 

1 yet uncorrupted, from the dangerous influence of * youth, for fome years, to be carefully placed and 

1 fuch improper manners and opinions ; by checking 4 instructed in the bell fchools and univerlities already 

1 the circulation of immoral and irreligious writings ; * ellabliihed, in whatever nation your Imperial Ma- 

* by difcountenancing the influence of thofe who pro- 4 jelly fhould moil approve. 

1 pagace them ; and by preventing the young men of * It will probably alfo feem bell to your Imperial 

* the rifing generation from mixing too early in pub- ■ Majelly, that they fhould all be fent to the fame 
4 lie companies and unguarded affemblies, where * country, to the end that when they return, they 
8 fuch immoral and irreligious opinions may be in- * may carry back a fyllem of education which may 
J duMoufly propagated, under the fpecious title of 8 be confident with itfelf. 

1 fublime philofophy. * By this method they may reap all the advantages 

* Such then, Madam, being the preparatory Heps * of the bell fchools and univerfities already eftablifh- 

1 which may feem proper to be taken, and which are * ed : for they may be put under the care of the mod: 

4 fubmitted to the wifdom of your Imperial Ma- * accomplished mailers and tutors that the nation can 

£ jefly; I will now beg leave to offer my fentiments * afford. Their education (by a proper choice of 

4 concerning the molt proper, the moll practicable, * what is bell) may be carried on upon one felf-con- 

4 and moll effectual methods of education for the * fillent plan : all the fources of inllruction that are 

* Ruffian youth ; fuch as may by degrees combat, * to be found in the ellabliihed fchools and univer- 
4 and in fome time correct, thofe two unhappy ex- 4 fities, laid before them ; and, with proper caution, 
4 tremes of ignorance and barbarifm on the one hand, 4 they may be removed from the danger of improper 
4 licentioufnefs and irreligion on the other. 4 examples. 

4 As it is a great and arduous talk (though by no 4 Thus, if youths of good difpofitions, and pro- 

4 means impoflible) to throw the manners, opinions, 4 mifing genius, be properly felected and fent, they. 

4 principles, and character of a whole nation into a 4 will return well accomplilhed for the purpofes of 

4 new channel, the foundations mull be laid deep, 4 national improvement ; and, if properly difperfed, 

4 and much refolution and perfeverance exercifed in 4 may be formed into a variety of well-appointed fe- 

* the progrefs of the undertaking. E Specially, the 4 minaries ; will become the inllructers of their own 

* beginnings, therefore, which in the end may be 4 country; will be better underllood, better received, 

* moll, certain and effectual, though flow in their c and more refpected, than any foreigners can be, 
4 operation, are to be employed in preference to 4 however well accomplilhed ; and will naturally and 

* thofe, which, feemingly moll rapid and perfect to 4 effectually fpread that fyllem of education, which 
8 abftracted minds, are in danger of being ineffectual 4 they have received, through the feveral parts of the 

* in the execution. Now, in the empire, where (as 4 Ruffian empire; Provided that the Imperial power 
4 yet) there feem to be very few inllructers upon the 4 fhall authorife and encourage this fyllem of educa- 

* fpot, capable of being inllrumental in carrying this 4 tion, and forbid and difcourage every other that 

* great work into execution, it may, perhaps, at firffc ■ lliould be incompatible with it. 

4 view feem the readiell and moll perfect method of 4 A partiality in favour of my native country may 

8 accomplilhing it, to invite inllructers of all kinds, 4 be natural to me ; and, therefore, whatever I ad- 

4 from foreign countries, for the improvement of the 1 vance upon this fubject, is humbly fubmitted to the 

8 riling generation ; yet, I fear, this method, though 4 more impartial confideration of your Imperial Ma- 

4 plaufible in appearance, would prove ineffectual, i jelly. 

8 for the following rcafons : 4 It appears, therefore, to me, from the belt, in- 

c Firfl, Becaufe men of the bell abilities will, in 4 formation I have keen able to obtain, that there is 

4 the common situations of life, be unwilling to quit 1 no nation in Europe, into which the Ruffian youth 

* their native country, and the ellablilhments which 4 can be fent with greater advantages to themfelves 
4 they are already poflefled of, to dwell for life in a 4 and their country, than to fome of the bell regu- 

* country where they are flrangers ; where the cli- 4 lated fchools and univerfities of this kingdom. 

4 mate is unfriendly, and where the language and 1 This opinion is founded on the following rea- 

4 manners are entirely new to them. 4 fons : 

£ Seconaly, Even fupppfing (what I think impof- 4 Firll, The moderation of the Englilh church is 

4 fible) that a competent number of able men N in all 4 fuch, that no attempts need be feared of giving the 

* the branches of art or fcience, could be collected 4 Ruffian youth a diflike to the doctrines of the Greek 
8 from the various countries of Europe, yet, I ap- 4 church, as it is ellabliihed in Ruffia. The atten- 
4 prehend, even this would very ineffectually anfwer 4 tion of our modern divines and profeffors being al- 
4 the great intentions of your Imperial Majelly : for 4 together turned upon the great and leading prin- 

* although there might be many things laudable in 4 ciples of Chrillianity, which are equally maintained 
4 their various modes of inllruction, when feparately * by all Christian churches ; in thefe they would be 

* confidered ; yet when meeting together, and blended 4 inllructed, if they mould come to England j and 
4 in the fame academy, they mull often clalh with each 4 would be left at perfect liberty to apply thefe ge- 
4 other, and produce a motley and inconfillent fyllem 4 neral principles to the particular fyllem of religion 
4 of education. 4 ellabliihed in their own country. 

4 Again, Though a fufficient number of accom- 4 Again, Although there be fome fchools and col- 

8 plifhed men ft ould be found willing to fix in Ruffia, 4 leges in this kingdom, where their morals might 

8 yet they could not carry along with them all the 4 be endangered ; yet there are others in which they 

8 fources of inllruction, which are to be found in eila- 4 may be planted, where (in general) they will meet 

* blilhed fchools and univerfities. Public libraries, 4 with fuch examples, as will tend to confirm them 
4 public difputations, the neceffary apparatus for lec- 4 in innocence and virtue, as well as to improve 
8 tures in feveral branches of philofophy, the con- 4 them in learning and true philofophy. 

4 verfation of thofe who are further advanced in lite- 4 Farther, The moll ufeful and important branches 

8 rature, the force of example, and emulation ; all 4 of knowledge may be felected, for their more pro- 

8 thefe are things which could not be at once tranf- 4 per and more effectual inllruction. For though it 

* ported into the Ruffian empire. 4 mull be acknowledged, that the methods of edu- 
4 Laltly, Thefe reafonings feem to be llrongly eon- 4 cation here, in common ufe, are not in all things 

4 firmed by fact : for after many years fpent in en- 4 perfect, yet thefe methods would not be fo rigoroufly 

* deavouring to bring overmen of ability in their re- 4 infilled on, but that fome deviations from the com- 
4 fpective profeffions into Ruffia, the progrefs of edu- 4 mon road would be allowed, in all cafes where fuch 
4 cation and inllruction feems to have been very im- 4 deviation fhould appear better fuited to the end 

* perfect. This great and glorious talk hath been left 4 for which the Ruffian youth were fent* 

4 for your Imperial Majelly to accomplifli. * Lallly, Their lituation here would naturally bring 

4 Since, therefore, the improvement of the em* 8 them into the acquaintance, converfation, and inti- 

4 pire feems a work impracticable, by the means of 4 macy of the middle ranks of this kingdom ; who be- 

* inviting foreigners into Ruffia ; — it appears to me, * ing equally removed from the temptations which 
4 Madam, that the moll effectual method of ac- 4 attend exorbitant wealth and extreme poverty, are 
8 complilhing this great defign, will be to fend a * thence naturally led to cultivate good fenfe, reli- 
8 considerable number and a fucceffion of the Ruffian * gion, and virtue ; and do thence abound in praife- 

4 worthy 
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cumftanccs, did, no doubt, greatly agitate his mind; and his being obliged, at length, 
to give up the journey, muft have been no finall difappointment to a man of his ian- 
guine temper. This difappointment, concurring with his ftate of health in general, 


* worthy and amiable qualities, at leaft as milch, I 

* believe, as any rank of people upon earth. 
< If your Imperial Majefty mould honour this king- 

* dom, in preference to others, in the manner here 

* propofed, it is fubmitted to your Imperial Majc- 
4 fty's vvifdom, how far the following circumftances 

* might be judged proper or expedient. 
* As I am informed, that the Ruffian youth are 

* brought very early to mix in public companies, I 
1 mould regard it as a circumftance of great import- 

* ance, that they mould be fent from home be- 

■ fore that dangerous period arrives. If they were 

* fent from the age of ten to twelve years old, I 

* fuppofe that all improper confequences of this 
r kind would be prevented. Thus alfo they would 
1 more eafily learn the Englilh language. While at 
r fchool, and before they were removed to the uni- 

* verfity, they would alfo be more ftifceprible of all 

* good impreffions, both moral and literary, as well 

■ as of the general principles of religion and Chrifti- 
e anity, in which they might receive inftru&ion. 

4 One or two capable perfons of moderate prin-. 
€ ciples might accompany them, who mould be maf- 
' ters of the Ruffian language," in which they ought 
8 frequently to exercife them ; that they might not 
' forget, but continually improve in the language 

* of their own country. 

* The fame perfons might alfo have regard to their 

* religious duties and exerci fes ; that a proper fenfe 
4 of the, principles, the forms, and difcipline of the 

* Greek church might be kept up in their minds ; 

* and on folemn occafions they might repair to the 

■ Ruffian chapel iri London ; or the Ruffian chaplain 

* might repair to them. 

* After they had remained at proper fchools till 

* they were fufficiently qualified in the learned lan- 
€ guages, the next ftep would be to remove them to 

* the univerfity for their improvement in the higher 
1 fpheres of literature. Here much would depend on 

* placing them in proper colleges, and under proper 
9 tutors. Here alfo a capable perfon or two from 

* Ruffia mould attend them, for the reafons affigned 

* above. 

* Their expences, both at the fchools and univer- 

* fities, mould be carefully regulated. The lefs mo- 
' ney they expend, the more they will improve, 
4 both in morals and learning. 

' Fifty pounds a year for each boy while at fchool, 

* and one hundred while at college, would, in my 
4 opinion, be amply fufficient. • 

4 With refpett to the number of youths to be fent ' 
4 from Ruffia on this occafion, I mould think that ' 
4 twenty-five or thirty, the firft year, the fame num- « 
' ber a fecond year, the. fame a third, and the fame « 

* a fourth year, would form a nurfery of inftruction 
■ fufficient to fet forward your Imperial Majefty's ' 
' great defigns throughout the Ruffian empire. If < 
1 every youth mould remain four or five years at 1 
' fchool, and a like number of years at a proper « 
( univerfity, I imagine they might return home ge- 
f nerally well qualified for the great work of national ' 
' inftrudtion. ' 

* But as the means of fecuring their proper edu- < 
r cation, and of perpetuating in Ruffia thofe im- 
1 provements which they Ihould receive here; I ap- « 
f prehend it would be neceflary that a capable per- * 
1 fon of this kingdom Ihould be appointed by your ( 
r Imperial Majefty, to fuperintend and regulate the * 
whole of their education. This perfon ought to c 
1 feek out for the propereft fchools and colleges, 
: where they ought to be planted : he mould be « 
empowered to fix upon the molt capable mafters 
and tutors ; Ihould regulate their expences ; and 
1 alfo Ihould inform the tutors of every particular, 
in which the education of the Ruffian youth ought 
to differ from that of a Britifh. By thefe means he 
might fo order it, that they might receive a felf- 
confiftent fyftem of education, fuited to the policy, 
the religion, and genius of the Ruffian empire. 
4 As there are fome arts and fciences which are not 
publicly taught ill the univeriities, fuch as mufic, 
drawing, painting, fculpture, and architecture, he 
fhould be empowered to place fuch of them as were 
intended for the profeffion of thefe arts under fuch 


* proper mailers as might be found, either in the 

* univerfity or in London. 
* Farther, Before the Ruffian youth depart for their 

■ own country, he ought to draw up a general and com- 
f prehenfive code or fyftem of education, to be approve! 
c of by your Imperial Majefty, fuited to that method 
r in which they mall have been inftructed, and to the 
' religion, policy, and genius of the Ruffian empire, 
1 This ought to be particularly explained to them, 
' till they be thoroughly poflefled of it in its full ex- 
r tent ; fo that when they return home, they may be 
able by this to regulate their future inftructions to 
their own countrymen. 

1 Thus, Madam, it feems to me, that a proper, ef- 
fectual, and lafting foundation may be laid, for 
the future improvement and general civilization- of 
your Imperial Majefty's dominions. Frcmi this foun- 
dation, fupported by the Imperial power, proper 
fchools and univerfities may be founded throughout 
the empire, and may thus be furnifhed with a com- 
petent number of native and well-accomplilhed in- 
ilru&ers, in every ufeful branch of arts and fciences. 
To thefe the rifing youths of the feveral ranks of the 
empire may be encouraged to repair ; by which 
means, with due encouragements given, and pro- 
per eftablimments extended, a falutary and felf- 
confiftent plan of education will take place, and by 
degrees diffufe itfelf through the remoteft pro- 
vinces. 

' When fuch a fyftem of education (hall be gene- 
rally eftabliflied, and begin to work its happy effects 
4 in Ruffia ; when the minds and manners of the ri- 
' fing generation lhall be, in fome degree, formed to 
4 this falutary plan ; then, and not till then, would 
1 be the proper and effectual time for framing a felf- 
' confident code of laws (fuch as was mentioned in 
4 my letter to Dr. Dumarefq), which ought to cor- 
4 refpond with this plan of education : and this form- 
4 ing one great chain of policy and power, would 
« tend to fecure the virtue, the religion, the public 
4 happinefs, and unfhaken permanency of your Irfi- 
' perial Majefty's dominions. 

4 It is certain, that to carry fo great a work into 
4 execution will demand the firmeft refolution andh 
1 perfeverance ; yet not more, I am perfuaded, than 
1 what your Imperial Majefty is poflefled of. Nei- 
4 ther is the prefent ftate of things fo unpromifing, as 
1 to forbid, or even difcourage, fo noble a defign. 

* If your Imperial Majefty's fubjefts have been un- 
' happily tainted by the vices of foreign countries, 

* the fame aaive principle of mind will lead them to 
1 embrace and hold fait a more falutary fyftem of 
' principles and practice, when they fhall be haD- 

* pily initiated in them from their youth. 
' If certain vices, in fome degree natural to the 

1 climate, do ftill infeft the fecular clergy, it is al- 
« moft incredible how generally thefe may be made to 
' vanifh in the next generation, hy the power of a 
4 well ordered education. 

' About forty years ago, intemperance in drinking 
' was a very common vice among the clergy of this 
4 kingdom : at prefent, it is fo generally extirpated, 
4 that icarce an mftance is now to be found. 

* Thus the difficulties that offer themfelves to view 
' may be regarded as incentives to profecute fo noble 
' a defign, rather than as difcouragements from en- 
4 gaging in it— arid fhould it in the end fucceed, it 
< will crown your Imperial Majefty with truer glory 
4 than the conqueft of the whole earth. 

< I have the honour to be, with the moft pro- 
found veneration and refpeel, 
' Madam, 
4 Your Imperial Majefty's moft devoted 

4 and moft obedient humble fervant, 

4 J. Brown.* 

The plan propofed, in this letter, of educating 
young perfons abroad, hath, we are informed, been 
adopted, and England fixed upon as the place of edu- 
cation Some Ruffian youths have fucceffivelv been 
brought up at Oxford. Other young gentlemen have 
reiided in this country for different purpofes, and 
agriculture hath been one object of attention. 
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(*) A worthy 
Clergvman at 
Carlille. 


(f) He playeo* 
well on feveral 
inftruments. 


(I) Thoughts on 
Civil Liberty, 
Licentioufnefs, 
and Faction, p. 
138, 139. 


and accompanied, perhaps, with a recolle&ion of the other failures that had happened 
to him in his expectations and wifhes, was followed by a dejeftion of fpirits, which 
mauled him to put a period to his own life, on the 23d of September 1766, in the fifty- 
firftyear of his age. On the morning of chat day, his lervant came into his bed-cham- 
ber, and afked him what fort of a night he had had ; to which he replied, < A pretty good 
* one/ The fervant having quitted the bed-fide for a few minutes, heard a noife in 
the Do&or's throat, which he imagined to be owing to fome obltruftion occafioned by 
phlegm. Going to afiift his matter, he found him fpeechlefs, and bleeding profufely, 
having cut the jugular vein with a razor; and this he had done fo effectually, that death 
fpeedily enfued. Such Was the unhappy end of this ingenious Writer; but the man- 
ner of it, when fome previous cireumftances of his life are undcrflood, will caft no 
ftain on his character. He had a tendency to infanity in his conftitution j and, from 
his early life, had been fubjeft, at times, to fome diibrder in his brain, at leaft to me- 
lancholy in its excefs. Mrs. Gilpin of CarJifle, foon after Dr. Brown's deceafe, wrote 
in the following terms, in a letter to a friend. € His diftemper was a frenzy to which 
4 he had by fits been long fubjeft ; to my own knowledge, above thirty years. Had it 
f not been for Mr. Fariih (*) frequently, and once for myfelf, the fame event would have 
c happened to him long ago. It was no premeditated purpofe in him; for he abhorred 
c the thought of felf-murder, and, in bitternefs of foul, exprefled his fears to me, that, 
c one time or another, fome ready mifchief might prefent itfelf to him, at a time when 
c he was wholly deprived of his reafon.' 

With regard to the general character of Dr. Brown, it will eafily be difcerned, from 
what hath already been laid. We have feen that he was a man of uncommon inge- 
nuity, and that it was unfortunately tindhired with an undue degree of felf-opinion. 
Perhaps the bias of his mind to infanity will aflign the beft caufe, as well as form the 
beft excufe, for any errors he has been charged with in this refpeft. His genius was ex- 
ten five ; for, befides his being fo elegant a profe writer in various kinds of compofition, 
he was a poet, a mufician (f), and a painter. His poetical character, and hisfkill in mu- 
fic, have been mentioned before ; but no fpecimens of his paintings have fallen under our 
infpection. We find that he bequeathed to the Rev. Mr. Mark Hall, by his laft will, 
the pictures of his father and mother, painted in crayons, by Himfelf. His learning 
doth not appear to have been equal to his genius. His invention was, indeed, inex- 
hauftible ; and hence he was led to form magnificent plans, which required a greater 
depth of erudition than he was pofiefled of, fully to execute. In divinity, properly fo 
called, as including an extenfive knowledge of the controverted points of theology, 
and a critical acquaintance with the Scriptures, he was not deeply converfant. How- 
ever, it appears from his fermons, that his ideas of this kind were liberal, and that he 
did not lay much ftrefs on the diiputed dodtrines of Chriftianity. His temper, we 
are told, was fufpicious, and fometimes threw him into difagreeable altercations with 
his friends. But it may be urged in his behalf, that this arofe, in a great meafure, 
,jf not entirely, from the conftitutional diforder defcribed above. It hath been obferved 
by ingenious remarkers upon human nature, that a very fufpicious turn of mind is one 
of the fureft prognoftics of lunacy. Dr. Brown hath been charged with fhifting 
about too fpeedily, with a view to preferment; and it muft be acknowledged, that his 
Thoughts on Civil Liberty, Licentioufnefs, and Fa&ion, feemed to have fomething of 
this appearance. He hath, however, in that performance endeavoured to remove any 
charge of this nature, by obferving, that, if he had indiredtly cenfured thofe whom he 
had formerly applauded, he never was attached to wen, but meafures ; and that, if he 
had queftioned the conduft of thole only who were then out of power, he had hereto- 
fore queftioned their condudt with the fame freedom, when in the fullnefs of their 
power (/). At the conclufion, likewife, of his letter to Dr. Lowth, he fays, c I am, 
< and ever have been, confeious of the independence of my mind, and I hope I may 
c without vanity add, the integrity of my heart (»;).' Such too is the teftimony given of 
him by his furviving friends. Upon the whole, Dr. Brown's defers, which chiefly arofe 
from too fanguine a temperament of conftitution, were compenfated by many excel- 
lencies and virtues. With refpeft to his writings, they are all of them elegant. Eveji 
thofe which are of a more temporary nature may, moft of them, continue to be read 
with pleafure, as containing a variety of curious obfervations ; and others of his works, 
being calculated for a more lading duration, will probably tranfmit his name with con- 
fiderable reputation to future times [T], ] K. 


[T] To future times.] Two fmall pieces of Dr. 
Brown's have been put into our hands, which we think 
worthy of preferving in this place. The firft is a de- 
fcription of Kefwick, in a letter to Lord Lyttelton. 

1 Extract of a letter to Lord Lyttelton* 

* ] N my way to the North from Hagley, I pafled 
4 through Dovedale ; and, to fay the truth, was 
' difappointed in it. When I came to Buxton, I vi- 
4 fited another or two of their romantic fcenes ; but 

* thefe are inferior to Dovedale* They are all but 
Vot. IJL 


poor miniatures of Keswick ; which exceeds them 
more in grandeur than I can give you to imagine ; 
and more, if polfible, in beauty than in grandeur. 
* Inftead of the narrow flip of valley "which is feen 
at Dovedale, you have at Keswick a vaft amphi- 
theatre, in circumference above twenty miles. In- 
ftead of a meagre rivulet, a noble living lake, ten 
miles round, of an oblong form, adorned with a 
variety of wooded iflands. The rocks, indeed, of 
Dovedale are finely wild, pointed, and irregular ; 
but the hills are little and unanirnated ; and the 
8 I • margin 
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* margin of the brook is poorly edged with weeds, 
4 morafs, and bruftiwood.— But at Keswi.ck you will, 
6 on one fide of the lake, fee a rich and beautiful 
€ landfkip of cultivated fields, rifing to the eye in 
€ fine inequalities, with noble groves of oak happily 
c difperfed ; and climbing the adjacent hills, lhade 

* above fhade, in the moll various and pifturefque 
1 forms. On the oppofite more, you will find rocks 
c and cliffs of ltupendous height, hanging broken 

* ( over the lake in horrible grandeur, fome of them a 

* thoufand feet high, the woods climbing up their 
' fteep and fhaggy fides, where mortal root never 

* yet approached. On thefe dreadful heights the 

* eagles build their nefts : A variety of waterfalls are 

* feen pouring from their fummits, and tumbling in 

* vail meets from rock to rock in rude and^ terrible 

* magnificence ; while, on all fides of this immenfe 

* amphitheatre, the lofty mountains rife round, pier- 
' cing the clouds in fhapes as fpiry and fantaftic, as 
*. the very rocks of Tovedale. — To this I mull add 

* the frequent and bold projection of the cliffs into 
1 the lake, forming noble bays and promontories : in 

* other parts they finely retire from it, and often 

* open in abrupt chafms or clefts, through which at 

* hand you fee rich and cultivated vales, and beyond 

* thefe, at various diftances, mountain rifing over 
' mountain ; among which, new profpe&s prefent 

* themfelves in mill, till the eye is loft in an agree- 

* able perplexity, 

* Where active fancy travels beyond fenfe, 

* And pictures things unfeen — 

* Were I to analyfe the two places into their con- 

* flituent principles, I fhould tell you, that the full 
' perfection of Keswick confifls of three circum- 
' ltances, beauty , borrcr, and immenjity united ; the 

* fecond of which alone is found in Dovedale. Of 

* beauty it hath little : nature having left it almoft a 

* defert : neither its fmall extent, nor the diminutive 
' and Jifelefs form of the hills, admit magnificence. — 
' But to give you a complete idea of thefe three per- 

* fe&ions, as they are joined at Keswick, would re- 

* quire the united powers of Claude, Salvator, and 

* Pouffin. The firft fhould throw his delicate fun- 
' fhine over the cultivated vales, the fcattered cots, 

* the groves, the lake, and wooded iflands. The 
' fecond fhould dafh out the horror of the rugged 
t cliffs, the ftceps, the hanging woods, and foaming 
' waterfalls ; while the grand pencil of Pouffin fhould 
f crown the whole with the majefty of the impending 
1 mountains. 

* So much, for what I would call the permanent 
1 beauties of this aftonifhing fcene. Were I not 
f afraid of being tirefome, I could now dwell as long 
1 on its varying or accidental beauties. I would fail 
c round the lake, anchir in every bay, and land you 
on every promontory and ifland. I would point 
out the perpetual change of profpett : the woods, 
rocks, cliffs, and mountains, by turns vanifhing or 
rifing into view : now gaining on the fight, hang- 
ing over our heads in their full dimenfions, beauti- 
fully dreadful ; and now, by a change of fituation, 
affuming new romantic fhapes, retiring and leflen- 
ing on the eye, and infenfibly lofing themfelves in 
an azure mill. I would remark the contrail: of light * 
and fhade, produced by the morning and evening 1 
fun ; the one gilding the weftern, the other the ' 
ealtcrn fide of this immenfe amphitheatre ; while 4 
the vaft fhadow, projected by the mountains, buries * 
the oppofite part in a deep purple gloom, which 1 
the eye can hardly penetrate : the natural variety * 
of colouring, which the feveral objects produce, is 1 
no lefs wonderful and pleafing : the ruling tints ' 
in the valley being thofe of azure, green, and gold, * 
yet ever various, arifing from an intermixture of the 1 
lake,, the woods, the grafs, and corn-fields : thefe c 
are finely contrafted by the grey rocks and cliffs ; ' 


f and the whole heightened by the yellow ftreams - 

* of light, the purple hues, and mifly azure of the 
' mountains. Sometimes a ferene air and clear fky 

* difclofe the tops of the higheil hills : at others, 

* you fee the clouds involving their fummits, refting 
' on their fides, or defcending to their bafe, and roll- 

* ing among the valleys, as in a vail furnace. — When 

* the winds are high, they roar among the cliffs and 

* caverns like peals of thunder ; then, too, the clouds 
c are feen in vaft bodies fweeping along the hills in 

* gloomy greatnefs, while the lake joins the tumult, 
c and toffes like a fea. But in calm weather, the whole 
f fcene becomes new : the lake is a perfect mirror ; 
c and the landfkip in all its beauty, iflands, fields, 
1 woods, rocks, and mountains, are feen inverted, 

* and floating on its furface . . . . I will now carry 
€ you to the top of a cliff, where, if you dare ap- 

* proach the ridge, a new fcene of ailonifhment pre- 

* fents itfelf ; where the valley, lake, and iflands feem 
' lying at your feet ; where this expnnfe of water ap- 
' pears diminifhed to a little pool am id ft the vaft and 

* immeafurable objects that ftirround it ; for here the 

* fummits of more diftant hills appear beyond thofe 
' you had already feen ; and riling behind each 

* other in fucceflive ranges and azure .groups of 

* craggy and broken fteeps, form an immenfe and 
e awful picture, which can only be exprefled by the 
€ image of a tempeiluous fea of mountains. Let me 

* now conduct you down again to the valley, and con- 

* elude with one circumftance more ; which is, that 

* a walk by ftill moon-light (at which time the dif- 
' tant waterfalls are heard in all their variety of 

* found) among thefe inchanting dales, opens a 
( fcene of fuch delicate beauty, repofe, and folem- 

* nity, as exceeds all defcription.' 

The next piece is a fhort paper, in titled, 

* The J E S U I T S : 

* Society, which, raifed on powerful but unna- 
' tural principles, and fupported by an early and 
1 correfpondent education, became firll the wonder, 
■ then the terror of the Chriftian world : afferting 

* rights independent of civil government, and pof- 

* feffed of art to elude, or influence to defy it. 

* Their patron firft carried the flambeau of enthu- 
1 fiafm through the colleges he founded. Worldly 
( ambition he had none ; aiming only at the mif- 
' taken glory of his Maker. But as time and fuc- 
( ccflion gave entrance to men of far different genius, 
1 then it was that worldly ambition began to build 
1 her views on the enthufiaftic vifions of Ignatius 
1 Loyola. 

' Thus while their leaders are guided by worldly 
: policy, their fubalterns arc actuated by enthufiaftic 
c zeal. 

1 By the moft unbounded influence of command 
f and obedience, which their education naturally 
f produces, felf-love thus compafleth its ends, by 
! the means of generous prejudices. 

' Formed for external command by the power of 
: internal obedience; perverting private harmony 
into the inftrument of public difcord ; their virtues 
over-rated by fome, their faults by others; not 
void of wifdom, nor yet of charity, yet their wif- 
dom often foolifh, and their charity cruel. Deftined 
to form and to overturn empires. Propitious to 
barbarous tribes, whom they could inftruct and rule l 
fatal to eftablifhed flates, whom they muft rule or 
deftroy. Affuming the moil contradictory fhapes, 
while actuated by unvarying felf-confiftent prin- 
ciples. Princes in Italy ; rebels in Portugal ; ftatef- 
men in Spain; fpies in England; aflaffins in 
France ; martyrs in Siam ; traders at Canton; tala- 
poins in India ; courtiers at Pekin ; favages in 
Canada : in Europe the enemies of their fpecies ; 
in Paraguay the friends and legiflators of mankind.* 


BROWNRIG, orBROUNRIG (Ralph), Bifhop of Exeter in the XVIIth 
century, was born at Ipfwich in Suffolk, in the year 1592. His father, who was a Mer- 
chant of that place, dying when he was but a few weeks old (a), his mother took due W Memorftji 
care to have him" well educated, and brought up to learning, in whicVhe made a very rfgfL^D^T-" 
confiderable progrefs [/?]. At the age of fourteen, he was fent to Pembroke Hall in de ": " the end 

r^L -j °f his Funeral 

Cambridge ; Sermon, Lond. 

[J] In which he made a very confiderable progrefs.] 4 only capable of learning, but fo comprehenfive, that «4*i il&l ? " 
1 For he was, to a wonder, in all ages of his life, not ( he drank in learning not as narrow-mouthed bot- 

3 < ties 


fc) Ibid. p. 147. 


fd)Ibid. p. 154, 
155- 

(f) Br. Willis's 
Survey of the 
Cathedrals, &c. 
Vol. ii. cJii. 

p. 385. 

fk) J. Lc Neve 
fays it was the 
2Qth,Fafti Ectl. 
Angl.edit. 17 16, 
fol. p. 13a. 
ft) Willis, ut 
fupra, p. 416. 
(m) J. Le Neve, 
ibid. p. 430. 
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fbop Morton, 
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fq) J. Walker, 
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Br. Willis, as 
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p. 385. 

* To the liking 

* all good men," 
fays Wood, Fa- 
fti, Vol. i. edit. 
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ft) J. Walker, 
ubi jupra. 
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Cambridge, 
edit. 1655, 
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f ro ) Gauden, 
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219. 

fx) J. Walker, 
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(y ) See Life of 
Dr. John Bar. 
wick inEngliflj, 
%'uo, Append. 
No XXlV. 
p. 48 S. 

fa) Gauden, 
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BROWN RIG. 

Cambridge; of which he fucceffively became Scholar, and Fellow^) [#] i and there 
he diftinguifhed himfelf, by Plis facetious and inofFenfive wit, his eloquence, and his 
great (kill and knowledge in Philofophy, Hi (lory, Poetry, and all forts of ingenious 
Arts and Sciences (c). He was appointed Prevaricator when King James I. vifited the 
Univerfity, and difcharged that employment to the univerfal admiration of the whole 
audience (d). His firft preferments were, the Redtory of Barley in Hertfordfhire (e), 
and a Prebend of Ely in 1621 (f) 3 to both which he was collated by Dr. Nicholas Ftl- 
ton, Biffoop of Ely (g). July 15, 1628, he was incorporated Doftor of Divinity at 
Oxford (h). On the twenty-firft of September 1629, he was collated to the Prebend 
of Tachbrook, in the cathedral church of Litchfield (/), which he quitted September 19, 
1 63 1 (£), when he was admitted to the Archdeaconry of Coventry (/)• He was like- 
wife Mafter of Catherine-Hall in Cambridge (;;*), and proved a great benefit and orna- 1 
ment both to that College and the whole Univerfity [C]. In the years 16375 1638, 
1643, and 1644, he underwent the office of Vice-Chancellor ; which he difcharged to 
the univerfal fatisfadtion of all people, and to his own great credit (;/). In 1641, he 
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was prefented to 
Thomas Morton, 
tranflation of Dr. 
nated to fucceed 
March 31, 1642 ; 
firlt of June (q). 
enjoy that dignity 


the eleventh Stall or Prebend in the church of Durham (0), by Dr. 
Bifhop of that diocefe, to whom he was chaplain (p). Upon the 
Jofeph Hall to the Bifhopric of Norwich, Dr. Brownrig was nomi- 
him in the See of Exeter, in 1641. Accordingly he was elefted 
confirmed May 14; confecrated the day following; and inftallcd the 
But the troubles that foon after followed, did not permit him long to 
Before the beginning of them, he was much efteemed, and highly 
commended, by his relation Mr. John Pym, and others of the Prefbyterian ftamp (r) : 
but they forfook him, only becaufe he was a Bifhop; and fuffered him to be deprived 
of his revenues, fo that he was almoft reduced to want (j). Nay, once he was a (faulted, 
and like to have been ftoned by the rabble, his epifcopal character being his only 
crime (/). About the year 1645, he was deprived of his mafterfhip of Catherine-Hal), 
on account of a fermon, preached by him before the Univerfity, on the King's inaugu- 
ration ; at fome paflages of which, offence was taken by the Parliament-party; and 
neither his piety, gravity, or learning, were fufficient to preferve him in his flation (u). 
Being thus robbed of all, he retired to the houfe of Thomas Rich, of Sunning, Efq; in 
Berkshire, by whom he was generoufly entertained [£>] : and there, and fometimes at 
London, at Highgate, and St. Edmundfbury, lpent feveral years (w) [£]. During 
this time, he had the courage to advife Oliver Cromwell to reftore King Charles II. to 
his juft rights (x). But, notwithftanding, he fuffered in his reputation, of not being 
zealous enough for the Church (y). About a year before his deceafe, he was invited to 
be a Preacher at the Temple, in London, with a handfome allowance ; and accordingly 
he went and fettled there, in good lodgings furnifhed for him (z). But his old diftem- 
per* the (tone, coming upon him with greater violence than ufual, and being attended 
with the dropfy, and the infirmities of age, they all together put an end to his life, on 
the feventh of December 1659 (a) : he was buried the feventeenth following in the 
Temple church, where there is an epitaph over him [F]. He was once married, but 

never 
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gilter and Chrd- 
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1728, fol.p. 61S. 

(g) Garden, ubi 
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(b) W„od, Fa- 
ftj* Vu). i. edit. 
17' i) col, 545. 
(i) Br. Willis, 
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the Numbers 
and Sufferings 
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b) J. Walk- 

er, Lond. 1714. 
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(r) Cauden, 
ubiftipra, p. j 9 1, 
192. 

fsj Gauden, 
ibid, p. zci — 
206. He found, 
as Dr. Gauden 
obfcrves, the 
predominant 
genius of the 
t meswas fuch, 
that inftead of 
Jetting Eifliops 
live in a capacity 
to be given to 
bojp'ttaluy they 
reduced tiiem to 
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getting into fome 
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fx) Gauden, 
as above, p. 
2io t 221. 
His Jaft Sermon 
W2s on Nov. 5, 
1659. Uid. p. 
1S1. 


(1) Gauden, ubi 
fupra, p. 143, 
*44- 


(2) Ibid. p. 146. 


(3) Ibid. p. 1 6c, 


* ties (to which young learners are compared) by 

* drops, but as a fponge by great draughts, even in 
c his minority. Nay he fcarce had any minority, 

* comparatively to others, except in growth and tta- 
c ture ; for he was above his equals for coetaneans ; 

* fuperior or major in abilities, when inferior or minor 

* in years ( i). s 

[J?] Of which he fucceffively became Scholar and 
Fellow.] * He was made Fellow, a little fooner than 

* either his years or Handing, according to the ita- 

* tutes of the college, permitted. But the college 

* was impatient not to make fare of him, by graft- 

* ine him firmly into their Society ; which had been 

* famous for many excellent men, but for none more 
« than for him (2).' 

[C] And pro ved a great benefit and ornament both to 
that College and the whole Uni<uerjity.] So that, it 
was wonderful to fee, how the buildings, the reve- 
nues, the ftudents, and the ftudioufnefs of that place 
increafed, by the care, counfel, prudence, diligence, 
and fame of Dr. Brownrig, who had fuch an eye to 
all, that he over- fa vv none ; frequenting the ftudies, 
and examining even younger fcholars, that they might 
be encouraged, both in learning and piety (3). 

[D] By whom he was generoufly entertained.] Not 
that he wholly depended upon his bounty, and muft 
have ftarved without it. For € his wife brought him 

* a very handfome eftate in money, and being con- 

* fumptive, and fo likely to die without child, fhe 

* defired him to give her leave to give away by will, 

* as fhe pleafed, to her friends fome part of that 

* eftate fhe brought him. He molt cheerfully grant- 

* ed her defire (if fhe would to the half or all her 


* eftate). She having made this e/Tay of his noble 
1 mind, told him, with thanks and tears, that fhe 
c gave all fhe had to him as her beft friend, and one 
' that deferved much more than fhe could give him. 

c Soon after fhe -left him. After-times fhe wed 

e him, what a providence it was, by fo ingenuous a 

* way to have fomething of eftate caft in, to defend 
1 himfelf again It the after-injuries and preflures of 
' life, befides learning and merit. For that eftate 

* was his belt referve ; though the diltrefs of times 

* had flirevvdly wire-drawn that alfo before he died 

' (4).' (4) Gauden, ubi 

[E] And fometimes at London, at Highgate, and St, f"P ra > p. 206, 
Edmundfbury , fpent feveral years.] * Willing (as Dr. 2 °7* 

* Gauden obferves) (5) to appear, as he thought ( 5 ) ubi fupre, 
4 himfelf, and was treated in this world, a pilgrim p. 219, 

' and fir anger, never at home, nor owning any home, 
' till he came to Heaven, which was his father's 

* houfe, where he fhould find better-natured and 

* more loving brethren than thofe, that, as Jofeph's, 
€ had without caufe ftripped him, and caft him into a 
' pit of narrownefs and obfeurity to die there.' 

[F] Where there is an epitaph over him.] Which 
was compofed by Dr. Gauden, his fucceflbr in the 
See of Exeter, and is as follows : 

Sumptibus iff Aufpiciis Honorab. Sccietat. 
< Templi % fubtus pofita? funt Reliquiae 
RADOLPHf BROWNRIG, S. T. D. Cant air. 

Re<verendifif. Epifcopi Exon. quern honor cm 
** Optime meruit, & per annos xix tenuit. 
Malo tamen feculi fato Bellis, Schifmatibusm 
Sacrilegiis, & Rcgicidibus f er orient e, nunquam 

Exercuit. 


6 7 6 


(b) Gauden, 
p. 204, 205, &c» 
His wife lived 
but a little 
while, ib. 


(f) Ibid. p. 
— '54. 
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(g)Wd.v 195. 
(b) Ibid. p. 137. 


(i) Bid. p. 


138, 


BROWNRIG. BUC, 

never had 1 child {b). Though he was very elaborate and exaft in his compofitions, 
and completely wrote his fermons (c) 5 yet he could not be perfuaded to put any thing 
in print (d). But feveral of his fermons were publifhed after his deceafe [G]. Bifhop 
Brownrig, as to his perfon, was taller and bigger than ordinary, yet very comely. 
The majefty of his prefence Was fo allayed with meeknefs, candor, and humility, that 
no man was farther from any thing morofe or fupercilious (e). He had a great deal of 
wir, as well as wifclom (f) ; and was an excellent fcholar, an admirable orator, an acute 
difputant, a pathetic preacher, and a prudent governor, full of judgment, courage, 
coiiftancy, and impartiality (^). He was, likewife, a perfon of that found nefs of judg- 
ment, of that confpicuity tor an unfpotted life, and of that unfufpefted integrity, that 
he was a complete pattern to all (b). In a word, Dr. Gauden, who had known him 
above thirty years, declares (/), that he never heard of any tiling faid or done by him, 
which a wife and good man would have wifhed unfaid or undone. We fhall give the reft 
of his character in the note [#]. 


(c ) Ibid. p. 2od. 

(d) lbid P-XI^J 


(e) Hid p. 2 y&, 

233. 


*** [Ralph Brownrig became M. A, in 16 17; B. D in t6n ; and proceeded to his 
degree of Doctor in Divinity, at Cambridge, in 1626 (k) ]. K. 


(b) Life and 
Reign of Rich- 
aid 111. by C. 
Buc, in Com- 
pleat Hift, Lond. 
1706, Vol. ii. 
P. 545' 

($) Hclin- 
Ihed'a Cbron. 
Vol. ii. p. 762. 
edit. 1587, and 
G.Buc, ubi 
[upra. 

(h) Wood, Ath. 
Vol, i. col. 38. 


(1) G. Rue's 
Li fe of King 
Richard, ubi 
fupra. 

(a) See M.Pa- 
ris, ad ana. 


txercuit. Tandem anno tetatis LXVJI. Provinciam 
Terr eft rem nondum <vifam deferens, ad cceleftem 
Migra-vit. *Era Chrifti MDCLX. illuce/cente 
Caroli II. falicifftmo reditu, L. M. P. I. G. 
Epifc. Exon. Eleclus. 

The meaning of which is, ' That the remains of 

* Ralph Brownrig, the right reverend Bifhop of Ex- 
l etcr, had been depofited there, at the charge of the 
1 honourable Society of tfie Temple. That he well 

* deferved, and porfefTed for 19 years, the epiicopal 

* dignity, but never enjoyed it, by reafon of the bad 

* times he lived in ; full of fchifms, facrilege, king- 

* killing and wars. At length leaving his earthly 

* province which he never faw, he palled into Hea- 
1 ven, in the 67th year of his age. And, that this 

* monumental ftone was put down by J; Gauden, 

* Bifhop Ele<ft of Exeter, in the year 1660, at the 

* dawn of King Charles lid's relloration.' 

\G] But federal of his fermons were publijhed after 
his deceafe.] Some of his fermons were publifhed at 
London in 1662, fol. under this title; ' Forty Ser- 

* mons preached by the Right Reverend Father in 
■ God Ralph Brownrig, late Lord Bifhop of Exeter. 

* Publilhed by William Martyn, M. A. Preached 
c at the Rolls : being fuch Sermons as have been per- 
4 ufed and approved of by the Right Reverend Fa- 

* ther in God, John Gauden, now Lord Bifhop of 
c Exeter, his reverend and worthy fuccefibr.' They 
were reprinted (with the addition of twenty-five 
more, which make a fecond volume) under this ge- 
neral title ; ' Sixty-five Sermons by the Right Reve- 

' rend Father in God, Ralph Brownrig, late Lord 

' Bifhop of Exeter. Puflifhed by William Martyn, 

* M. A. fometimes Preacher at the Rolls. Lond. 

* 1674. fol. in two volumes.' The firft volume is 


dedicated to King Charles IL, and the fecond to Gil- 
bert (Sheldon) Archbifhop of Canterbury. At the 
beginning of the firft volume, there is a letter from 
Biihop Gauden to the publifher, dated June 12, 
1661, in which he gives, both the author, and the 
fermons, a very great character. Bifhop Brown- 
rig's ftyle is tolerably good, and his fentences gene- 
rally fhort. But he is too full of divifions and fubdi- 
vifions, and of fcraps of Latin and Greek : which 
was the great fault of the age he lived in. He hath 
fomething particular in his manner of writing, which 
will be bell understood by the following inftances. 
' The chapter, 'tis a pathetical expoftulation of God 
6 with his chofen people, &c. (6). — The text, V/V a 
' prophecy, &c. (7)' 

[H ] We Jball giwe the reft of bis character in the 
note J] Dr. Gauden informs us (befides what hath 
been already cited from him) that he was ' a perfon 
■ of thofe ample and cubical dimenfions, for height 
' of learning and underflanding, for depth of hu- 
1 mility and devotion, for length of all morality and 

* virtue, and for breadth of all humanity and cha- 
' rity, that it is hard to contrast or epitomisce him (8).' 

-And, that ' he had the learning of Nazianzen, 

1 Bafil, or Jerom ; the courage and conltancy of 

* Athanafms and St. Ambrofe ; the eloquence of Sr. 

* Chryfoftom and Chryfologus ; the mildnefs and 

* gentlenefs of St. Cyprian or St. Auftin ; the chari- 
( ty and benignity of Paulinus and Martinus. And 

* bore his troubles with great contentednefs and pa- 
s tience (9)/ Another author (10) gives him this 
character, that he was 1 a great man for the Anti- 

* arminian caufe (for he was a rigid Calvinift), yet a 

* mighty champion for the Liturgy and Ordination 

* by Bilhops. And his death was highly lamented 

* by men of all parties.' M. 


(k) Benthjm'i 
Hift. of the 
Church uf Ely, 
p. 254, 255, 


(6) Eeginningof 
Sermon on Mi- 
cab *i. 5, Vol. i» 
p. 63. 

(7) In the fame 
Volume, p. 76. 


(8) Gauden, ul? 
Jupra, p. 135. 


BU C (George), a learned Antiquarian, was born in Lineolnfhire {a) in the XVIth 
century, and flourifhed in the beginning of the XVIIth. He was defcended from the 
ancient family [J] of the Bucs [or Buckes], of Weft-Stanton and Herthill in York- 
fhire, and Melford-hall in Suffolk (b). His great-grand-father, Sir John Buc, Knt. (c) 
was one of King Richard Illd's favourites, and attended that unfortunate Prince to the 
battle of Bofworth, where he loft his crown and life (d). In the firft Parliament of 
King Henry VII., this Sir John Buc was attainted, for being one of the chief aiders 
and affiftants to the King juft now mentioned, in the battle of Bofworth, and foon after 
was beheaded at Leicefter (e). By this attainder, his pofterity were reduced to very 
great (heights ff) ; but, through the favour and intereft of Thomas Duke of Norfolk, 
the great patron of the family, they had probably fome of their eftates. reftored to them, 
and, among others, that in Lincolnfliire (g) y where our Author was born. In the rei<m 
of King James I., he was made one of the Gentlemen of His IVtfajefty's Privy-Chamber, 
and knighted (b). He was alio conftituted Mafter of the Revels, whofe office was 
then kept upon St. Peter VHill, in London (/). What he moftly diftinguifhed him- 
felf by, was, writing the Life and Reign of Richard IIL, in five Books wherein, in 

oppofition 


[A ] He iy as defended from the aitcie.nl family of the 
Bucs.] This family derive their deicent from Sir 
Walter de Buc, a younger fon of the houfe of Flin- 
ders ; who came over to England in King John's 
reign (1), as one of the Commanders of thofe Rutarii, 
or adventurers, fent for by that King, to aflift him 
againft his Barons (2). Walter behaving with great 


prudence aud bravery, was rewarded by that Mo- 
narch with lands Ln Yorkftiire and Northampton- 
mire, where his pofterity flourifhed for many genera- 
tions (3). 

[B] The life and reign of Richard 111.] It is printed 
in that collection of the Englifh Hiftorians, made by 
Doctor (afterwards Bifhop) Kennet, which was pub- 
^ liihed 


(9) llrd. p. 20T.' 

(10) Echard's 
Hift.of England, 
edit. 1720, fol. 


fa) Wood, Ath, 
Oxon. Vol. i. 
col. 38. edit. 

( c) Camden's 
Britannia, edit. 
1722, Vol. ii. 
col. 1092. 

(d) G.Buc, 
ibid. 


ff) G. Buc, ubi 

fttpra. 

f^;SceC. Buc> 
ubi Jupra, 

(i) See Dedicat. 
of his Third 
Urtiverfnieof 
England. 
Wood, ubifuprap. 
and Camden, 
Brit, ubijupra. 


(3) G. Buc, ubi 

fupra. 

Camden's Bri- 
tan. Vol. ii. coL 
1092. 
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oppofition to the whole body of Englifh hiftorians, he endeavours to reprefent that 
Prince's perfon and aftions, in a quite different light from what they have been by 
others ; and takes great paiits to wipe off the bloody ftains that have been fixed upon 
his charadter [C]. He hath alfo written, The third Univerfitie of England-, or, a T reatifc 
of the Foundations of all the Colledges, ancient Schooles of Priviledge^ and of Houfes of Learn- 
ing, and liberall Arts, within and about the moft famous Citie of London. With a briefe 
Report of the Sciences^ Arts^ and Faculties therein profeffed^ Jludied, and praftifed [D]. 

And 


U.) Pref ice to 
Convleat Hift. 
a^-the beginning 
ot Vol.n 


($)\n Com pleat 
Hift. Vol. ii. 
p. 54S. col, 2. 

(6) Ibid. p. 577. 


(j) Ibid. p. 549, 
S5°> 55'- 


(8) Hift. of 
Engl, fol. Lond. 
1733, Vol. i. 
p. 627- 


'die at. 


(ic) EnJ of 
cha>% ii. and 
chap. iii. 


lifted at London, in 1706, 3 Vol. fol. and again 
there in 1719, with notes and aniinadverfions by the 
induftrious Mr. Strype. This book, as the ingenious 
• Mr. Hughes obferves (4), ' is much too loofely writ 
4 for a Hiftory; it is pedantic and full of harangue, 
' and may more properly be called A Defence of 

* King Richard, than any thing elfe.' Befides, it is 
full of needlefs digrefllons, and too frequent quota- 
tions out of the G reck and Latin writers ; and abounds 
with faults, which, in a man of his learning, is fome- 
thing unaccountable. 

f C] He endeavours to reprefent that Prince's perfon 
and aft ions in a different light from vohat they have been 
ky others. ,] He will neither allow him to have had 
any deformity in mind or body : and is angry to find 
him defcribed by others crook backed, and of an ill 
countenance ; fo that he feems to be for reverfing his 
character throughout. Thus he fays (5), f That he 

* was of bodily fhape comely enough, only of low 
f Hature.' And he concludes (6), that he was * with- 

* out difproportion and unevennefs either in linea- 

* ment or parts.' And that he had, * even from thofe 

* bittereft times in which he lived, the efteem of a 
« valiant, wife", noble* charitable, and religious 
c Prince.' He alfo labours hard to clear him of the 
imputation of having been the murderer of King 
Henry VI., King Edward V., and his brother Prince 
Richard, cifr. (7) It is indeed very probable, that 
his anceftors obligations to the houfe of York, and the 
cruel attainder under Henry VII. , might bias him 
very much. But it is like wife certain, that there 
ought to be great abatements in all the ill that hath 
been faid of King Richard III. Sir Thomas More, 
who compofed his life, writ, as Mr. Rapin obferves 
(8), when the throne was filled with the Princes of 
the houfe of Lancafter, and at a time when it was 
a 1 moft a crime to praife, or fpeak well of, the Princes 
of the houfe of York ; and after-writers have copied 
him without examination. For, bating Richard's 
too great eagernefs, and unlawful meafures taken, to 
obtain the Crown ; he behaved well in other re fp efts, 
and e'xprerTed a due regard for learning and religion, 
a concern for checking vice and yvickednefs, and a 
greater care for the good and welfare of his people, 
than many of his fucceffors have done. 

[D] The third Univerfitie in fihgland, kc] This 
ii printed at the end of the folio edition of J. Stow's 
Chronicle by E. Howes, Lond. 1631, and dedicated 
to Sir Edward Coke, Knight, the dedication bearing 
date, Auguft 24, 161 2. ""His defign in that treatife 
is, to ' prefent a view of the Academicall State, and 
< of the Univerfality of the Studies, and of the libe- 

* rail Arts, and Learnings taught, and profeffed in 

* the cittie of London (9) : and to fet down, fir ft, 

* the beginnings and foundations of all the Colledges 

* and Schooles of Learning within and about the citty 

* of London, with a briefe mention of the Arts, Sci- 

* ences, and Faculties* profeffed and taught in them: 

* next* the names of the founders, with the times of 

* their erection and foundation : and, laftly, clofe 
f every one of them with the blazon of the Armes be- 
■ longing to every School and Colledge (10).' Thefe 
Schools and Colleges he divides into three parts 5 
namely, 1. Schools of Divinity, 2. Colleges of the 
Common Law, 3. and thofe of the Civil Lawes, tiff. 
The firft are St. Paul's Cathedral, Weibnin ft er- Ab- 
bey, St. Peter's Gornhill, and other churches where 
there are regular Lectures, and fettled Sermons. The 
fecond are, The Temple, and feveral Inns of Court. 
The third, D odors Commons: With the College of 
Phyficians, Grefham College, Wittington College, 
St. Catherine's, Chrift Church, St. Anthony's Col- 
lege, and the College of Heralds* He fhows, at the 
f am e time, that all forts of liberal Arts and Sciences 
are taught in London. M. 

* # * [The character of Hue's Hiftory of the Life and 
Reign of Richard the Third, as given by Mr. Hughes, 
Vol. II, 


in note [J?], is undoubtedly juft. But though Buc 
writes very pedantically, which may partly be attri- 
buted to the fafhion of the times, he difplays confi- 
derable abilities. His digreffions, in particular, 
though they are introduced in an improper place, 
manifeft a good portion of antiquarian knowledge. 
In his Vindication of Richard the Third, he hath 
offered fome things worthy of attention ; but he writes 
in fo declamatory a manner, and with fo much of the 
air of a profeffed panegyrift, rather than of a cool 
enquirer into truth, that he makes, on that account, 
the lefs impreffion upon the minds of his readers. He 
lays great ftrefs, in his Defence of Richard, on what 
was done by the Parliament, in fupportof that King's 
title. But this is a matter from which no favourable 
conclufion can be drawn . Too many inftances oc- 
cur, in the Englifh Hiftory, of the fubferviency of* 
our ancient Parliaments to the Princes in power. 
With regard, like wife, to this particular Parliament, 
the time mould be confidered when it was called. It 
was fummoned after the defeat of the Duke of Buck- 
ingham's confpiracy, and the execution of that no- 
bleman ; when there was not a fingle perfon of con- 
fequencein the kingdom who dared to appear again ft 
Richard. It is not furprifing that, at fuch a time, 
he procured reprefentatives devoted to his will. In 
the Parliamentary Hiftory, may be found a full ac- 
count of what was done to recognize arid eftablifh 
this King's title to the crown (11). 

Richard the Third hath been celebrated, by feveral 
writers, for the good laws enacted in his reign : but 
the encomiums bellowed upon him in this refpect, 
feem to have been carried to an excefs. He never 
fummoned any more than one Parliament, and thai 
was of very more duration ; for it met on the 23d of 
Jariuary, 1483-4, and was diiTolved on the 20th of 
February following (12). During the fmall fpace it 
continued, it was chiefly employed about the King's 
title ; fo that it had not time to make many ftatutcs. 
However, among the few laws enacted by it, there 
were two which were of great confequence to the li- 
berty of the people. One was, that whereas the 
fubjects of this realm had of late been burdened with 
a new imposition, called a Benevolence , the fame 
lhould thenceforth not be exacted. The other was, 
that every juftice of peace mould have power to ad- 
mit a prifoner, arrefted for felony, to bail ; and that 
no officer mould feize the goods of a prifoner, arreft- 
ed for felony, till he be attainted (13). Mr. Bar- 
rington obferves, that thefe acts will for ever mew, 
that Richard meant well (at leaft upon his acceflion) 
to the liberties of his fubjects (14). It is faid that 
he himfelf afterwards broke the law againft Benevo- 
lences (15); and it is certain that this was done by 
Henry the Seventh (16). The reign of Richard the 
Third is remarkable in the Legiflative Annals of our 
country ; as the ftatutes have continued from this 
time to be in the Englifh language, and as they were 
the firft which were ever printed. What are called 
private acts begin, likewife, with this reign (17). 

Buc's account of Richard hath generally been held 
irt diflike ; and it hath not had much effect in clear- 
ing up that Prince's character* But Buc hath lately 
had an able fupport, and this King a powerful advo- 
cate, in Mr. Walpole. This ingenious gentleman, 
in his * Hiftoric Doubts,' hath called in queftion 
moft of the charges brought againft Richard the 
Third, and hath endeavoured to fhew that the evi- 
dence produced in confirmation of them, is far from 
being decifive. The points confidered by him are, 
the following fuppofed crimes of Richard: 1, His 
murder of Edward Prince of Wales, fon of Henry the 
Sixth. 2. His murder of Henry the Sixth, 3. The 
murder of his brother, George Duke of Clarence* 

4. The execution of Rivers, Gray, and Vaughan. 

5. The execution of Lord Haftings. 6. The murder 
of Edward the Fifth and his brother. 7. The mur- 
der of his own Queen. To which may be added, 

3 K as 


(11) Parlia- 
mentary Hif- 
tory, Vol. ii. 


Hid. fi 
390. 4 o 5 . 


{il)Ibid. p. 410* 

(14) Barring* 
ton's Obferva- 
tions on the 
mare ancient 
Statutes, p. 437, 
4th edition. 

(15) Pari. Hift. 
ubifupra, p, 410, 
411. 

(16) Barring- 
ton, uhifupra, 

P« 43 If 434* 

(17) Ibid. p. 
431,432. 
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(k) See his 
Third Univer- 
fitie of England, 
cap, 47. 
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And a treatife otfbe Art of Rebels (*). Mr. Camden (/) gives him the charaftcr of < a WJ**™j+ 
c perfonof excellent learning/ and thankfully acknowledges, that he c remarked many 
c thino-s in his hiftories, and courteoudy communicated his obiervations to him.' But 
what character is given of him by others, the reader may fee in the note [£]. 


(it) Hiftortc 
Doubts on the 
Life and Reign 
of King Rich- 
ard the Third, 
P-45- 


1x92. 


as they are thrown into the lift to blacken him, his 
intended match with his own niece, Elizabeth; the 
penance of Jane Shore, and his own perfpnal deform- 
ities. In examining fome of thefe accufations, Mr. 
Walpole appears to have fo far fucceeded, as to 
evince that the proof of them is, at leaft, doubtful. 
In other parts of his argument, we do not apprehend 
him to have been equally happy. We cannot, in 
particular, by any means agree with him in the fol- 
lowing affertions. < The great regularity with 
c which the coronation was prepared and conducted, 
' and the extraordinary concourfe of the nobility at 

* it, have not at all the air of an unwelcome revolu- 

* tion, accomplished merely by violence. On the 

* contrary, it bore great refemblance to a much 
i later event, which being the laft of the kind, we 

■ term the Revolution. The three eftates of nobility, 

* clergy, and people, which called Richard to the 
f crown, and whofe aft was confirmed by the fubfe- 
c quent Parliament, trod the very fame Heps as the 

■ convention did which elefted the Prince of Orange ; 
1 both fetting afide an illegal pretender, the legiti- 
' macy of whofe birth was called in queftion. And 

< though the partizans of the Stuarts may exult at 

* my comparing King William to Richard the T hird, 
1 it will be no matter of triumph, fince it appears 
' that Richard's cattfe was as good as King William's, 

< and that in both inftances it was a free election 

* (18). ' 

It muft not here be omitted, that fome of the 
arguments by which Mr. Walpole hath fupported his 
doubts, have been controverted by able antiquaries. 
That Gentleman, in his exculpation of Richard, has 
laid no fmall ftrefs upon a fuppofed coronation roll, now 
preferved in the office of the Great Wardrobe, which 
he confiders as affording a proof that Richard had no 
evil intentions againft his nephews, becaufe it hence 
appears that he made, or intended to make, Edward 
the Fifth walk at his coronation. But Dr. Milles, 
Prefident of the Society of Antiquaries, in fome ac- 


curate and curious obfervations on this roll, hath 
fhewn that it is only a wardrobe account ; and that 
the royal and magnificent robes, faid to have been 
delivered for the IfOrd Edward, fonne of King Edward 
the IVth, were, rrtoft probably, fuch robes as had 
been ordered for hini foon after his accemon to the 
throne, and previous to his depofition. Dr. Milles 
hath added an account of the Tyrrel family, and of 
Sir James Tyrrel in particular, fhewing, that he was 
not Mailer of the Horfe at Richard's * rlrit coronation, 
and that his ambitious character might induce him, 
for the purpofes of his own preferment, to execute 
any of that King's commiflions (19). The learned 
Mr. Matters hath alfo made fome Remarks upon Mr. 
Walpole's Hifloric Doubts in general, and hath 
clearly evinced that his reafonings are far from being 
in every cafe decifive (20). Upon the whole, not- 
withstanding what has been alleged by Buc and Mr. 
Walpole, and notwithstanding the few good laws 
enacted by Richard in the beginning of his reign, 
and the wife meafures he might in fome refpects pur- 
fue, we apprehend that he muft ftill be regarded as 
an ufurper, a tyrant, and, we fear it muft be added, 
a murderer. It was, without doubt, the intereft of 
the partizans of Henry the Seventh, to blacken Ri- 
chard the Third as much as poflible, and they have 
certainly carried the matter to an excefs. Of this Ra- 
pin was in fome meafure fenfible ; and Guthrie ftill 
more fo, in his unjuftly neglected Hiftory of England. 
But when all allowances are made, there is caufe 
enough left to confign Richard's memory to indigna- 
tion and abhorrence. As to the queftion, whether 
the famous Perkin Warbeck was really Richard Duke 
of York, Edward the Fifth's brother, it muft be left 
in that uncertainty in which it is involved. For 
though many may think, that the arguments in fup- 
port of Perkin Warbeck's being an impoftor, have 
the greater weight, yet ftill difficulties do fo far fub- 
fift in the determination of the affair, that ingenious 
men will be induced to form different conclusions.] 

K. 


* Richard was 
crowned a fe- 
cond time at 
York. 

(19) Archaeo- 
logia, Vol. i. 
p. 361— 3S3. 

(20) Ibid. Vol. 
ii. p. 198—215. 


(a) Macken- 
zie's Lives and 
Characters of 
the moft emi- 
nent Writers of 
the Scota Na- 
tion, Vol. hi. 
p 4 . 156. 


(b) Georgii 
Buchanani Vita, 
ab ipfo fcripta 
biennio ante 
mortem, et 
Poematibus 
prsfixa. 

( r) Buchan. in 
Vita fua, ut fu» 
fra. 


(1) Lives and 
Characters of 
the rnoft emi- 
nent Writers 
of the Scots 
Nation, Vol. iii. 
p. 157. 


*** [&U C H AN AN (George), a Scottifh Hiftorian, and Latin Poet, of great 
eminence, and uncommon abilities and learning, was defcended from an ancient family, 
and was born in the fhire of Dumbarton, in Scotland, in the month of February 
1 506 (#). His father died of the ftone in the prime of life, whilft his grandfather was 
yet living ; by whofe extravagance the family, which before was but in low circum- 
ftances, was now nearly reduced to the extremity of want. He had, however, the hap- 
pinefs of a very prudent mother, who, though fhe was left a widow with five fons and 
three daughters, brought them all up in a decent manner, by her care and judicious 
management. She had a brother, Mr. James Heriot, who, obferving the marks of 
genius which young George Buchanan difcovered when at School, fent him to Paris for 
his education (b). There he clofely applied himfelf to his ftudies, and particularly cul- 
tivated his poetical talents : but before he had been there quite two years, the death of 
his uncle, and his own ill ftate of health, and want of money, obliged him to return 
home. Having arrived in his native country, he fpent almoft a year in endeavouring 
to re-eftablifh his health ; and afterwards, in order to acquire fome knowledge of mi- 
litary affairs (c), he made a campaign with the French auxiliaries, who came over into 
Scotland with John Duke of Albany [A], But in this new courfe of life he encountered 
fo many hardships, that he was confined to his bed by ficknefs all the enfuing winter. 
He had probably much more propenfity to his books, than to the fword ; for early in 
the following fpring he went to St. Andrews, and attended the leftures on logic, or 
rather, as he fays, on fophiflry, which were read in that univerfity by John Major, or 
Mair, whom he foon after accompanied to Paris [fi]. After ftruggling for about two 
years with indigence and ill fortune, he was admitted^ in 1526, being then not more 


[J] Hi made a campaign with the French auxilia- 
ries, cVc] Mackenzie fays, * John, Duke of Alba- 

* ny, viceroy or governor of Scotland, coming from 

* France with auxiliary troops, to carry on a war 

* againft England, Buchanan, being reduced to great 

* want, lifted himfelf as a common fentinel in the 

* army (0-* 

[jj] John Major, or Mair, whom he foots after 
accompanied to Paris,] Mackenzie intimates that Bu- 


chanan had received many good offices from Major, 
for which he made an ungrateful return, by writing 
a fatirical epigram upon him : but we know too little 
refpe&ing the behaviour of Major to Buchanan, or of 
his fervices to him, to be enabled to form any accu- 
rate judgment upon this fubjeft ; and Mackenzie is a 
writer too much prejudiced againft Buchanan to be 
implicitly relied on, when he does not produce proper 
evidence. 

than 
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(d) Buchan. in 
Vi:a fua, ut 


(g) DitYionaire, 
ait. Buchanan. 


than twenty years of age, into the college of St. Barbe, where he continued as gram- 
matical profeflbr for near three years (d). But Gilbert Kennedy, Earl of Caflils, a 
young Scottifli nobleman, being then in France, and happening to fall into the com- 
pany of Buchanan, was fo delighted with his wit, and the agreeablenefs of his manners, 
that he prevailed upon him to continue with him five years. According to Mackenzie, 
he afted as a kind of tutor to this young nobleman (e) ; and, during his flay with him, ^^"/^ 
translated Linacre's Rudiments of Grammar out of Englifh into Latin; which was jupJa. 
printed at Paris, by Robert Stephens, in 1536, and dedicated to the Earl of Caflils. 
He returned to Scotland with that nobleman, whofe death happened about two years 
after ; and Buchanan had then an inclination to return to France : but James V. King 
of Scotland, prevented him, by appointing him preceptor to his natural fon, James, after- 
wards the famous Earl of Murray, regent of that kingdom (f). About this time, he tf\f^Q htL 
wrote a fatirical poem againft the Francifcan Friars, intitled, Somnium [C] ; c and thofe raaers, pub- ' 
€ good fathers,' fays Bayle, f in (lead of clothing themfelves with that fpirit of patience l H n 0 ^ r ^! l e h n and 
€ which fo well becomes Churchmen, put themfelves in a violent paflion and to re- venue's Hwdi 
c venge themfelves more dexteroutly, they cried out that Buchanan was an impious ^c^vX?. 
c perlbn, and an heretic (g).' The clamours and behaviour of thefe monks only in- P . 19. 
creafcd the diflike which he had conceived againil them on account of their diforderly 
and licentious lives ; and inclined him the more towards Lutheranifm, to which he 
feems to have had before no inconfiderable propenfity. About the year 1538, the 
King having difcovered a confpiracy againft himfelf, in which he fufpedted that fome 
of the Francifcans were concerned, commanded Buchanan to write a poem againft that 
order. But he had probably already experienced the inconvenicncy of exafperating fo 
formidable a body; for he only wrote a few verfes which were lufceptible of a double 
interpretation. By this conduft he pleafed neither party. The King was diflatisfied, 
that the fatire was not more poignant ; and the friars conlidered it as a heinous offence, 
to mention them in any way that was not honourable. But the King gave Buchanan 
a fecond command, to write againft them with more feverity (h) - y which he accordingly (i>) Buchan. in 
did in the poem, intitled, Francifcanus [D] ; by which he pleafed the King, and ren- Vlta ua * 
dered the friars his irreconcileable enemies. He foon found, that the animofity of 
thefe ecclefiaflics was of a more durable nature than royal favour : for the King had the 
meannefs to iuffer him to feel the weight of their refentment, though it had been chiefly 
excited by obedience to his commands. It was not the Francifcans only, but the 
clergy in general, who were incenfed againft Buchanan : they appear to have made a 
common caufe of it, and they left no ftone unturned till they had prevailed v/ith the 
King that he fhould be tried for herefy [£]. He was accordingly imprifoned at the 
beginning of the year 1539, but found means to make his efcape \F\ He fled into 
England, where he found King Henry the Eighth, with much impartiality, perfecuting 
both Proteftants and Papifts (*). Not thinking that kingdom, therefore, a place of 0) 
fafety, he again went over into France, to which he was the more inclined becaufe he 
had there fome literary friends, and was pleafed with the politenefs of French manners. 
But when he came to Paris, he had the mortification to find there Cardinal Beaton, 
who was his great enemy, and who appeared there as ambaflador from Scotland. Ex- 
pecting, therefore, to receive fome ill offices from him, if he continued at Paris, he 
withdrew himfelf privately to Bourdeaux, at the invitation of Andrew Goveanus, a 
learned Portuguefe, who was principal of a new college in that city (k). Buchanan ( k ) Birch, ut 
taught in the public fchools there three years 5 in which time he compofed two trage- ^ ra ' 


[C] Somnium.] In this Poem c he makes St. Fran- 
c cis to appear to him in a dream, perfuading him to 

* be a Francifcan Monk : but our Author tells him, 

* that he was no ways fit for that, becaufe he had 
4 not fuch a mean, daftardly foul, as to fubjedl him- 

* felf to be a Have and a beggar, or to become fuch 
< an impudent cheat as the laws of their fraternity 
c required ; and he was firmly perfuaded, that few or 

* none either of that order, or of any other order of 
« monks, could be faved. 

< Persia fed raris funt Call regno. CucuUis, 

' . ' . * Vix Monachis illic creditur e/Te locus (2 ) 

{%) Mackenzie, M * ' 

ubi fn$>ra 7 p. 1 58. [/)] The peem, intitled, Francifcanus .] Le Clerc 

obferves, that this is a very fevere piece againft thefe 

monks, and in which Buchanan hath fatirized them 

* in the cleareft and ftrongeft terms that he could pof- 

* fibly employ. He has imitated the flyle of Juvenal 
4 more than that of Horace, and he bites more than 
1 he rallies. It may alfo be faid, that his ftyle is too 
' much elevated, and too heroical, for a fatire. He 
1 pretends, that one of his friends had a defire to be- 

* come a Cordelier, and that he was impatient to be 
1 clothed in the habit of a monk, and to be girded 
4 with a cord ; upon which he tells him, that he had 
« alfo had a fimilar defign, but that he had been 


€ difluaded by another of his friends ; and he relates 
1 the reafons which had prevailed upon him to change 
4 his purpofe. They turn chiefly upon the vicious 
4 manners of thofe who entered into the order of St. 

* Francis, and the abominable leffons which he puts 

* into the mouth of an old monk, who inftru&s the 

4 novices (3).' , (j) Bibllotheque 

[£] Prevailed ivith the King that he fhould be tried Choifie, Tome 
for herefyJ\ Buchanan himfelf fays, in his account of H3> u 4* 
his life, that he * was made acquainted by his friends 
4 at court, that cardinal Beaton fought his life, and 
4 had offered the King a fum of money, as a price for 

* his head.' 

Bifhop Burnet fays, that 1 the clergy were refolved 
4 to be revenged on George Buchanan for the fliarp- 
1 nefs of . the poems he had written againft them. 
' And the King had fo abfolutely left all men to their 

* mercy, that he had died with the reft, if he had not 
4 made his efcape out of prifon. Then he went be- 
4 yond fea, and lived twenty years in that exile, and 
4 was forced to teach a fchool moft part of the time : 
4 yet the greatnefs of his mind was not opprefled with 
4 that mean employment (4)/ 

[F] Found means to make his efcape ] In his Hiftory 
of Scotland, he fays, that ' he got out at the cham- 

* ber- window, while his guards were afleep (j).' 

dies, 


(4) Hift. ofthr 

Reformation, 

part i. book hi. 

p. 211. 

IS) Hift. lib. 

xiv. ^ 55. 
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(I) \fjcken2ie, 
ubi jupra> p. 1 59 . 
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p 318. eJit. 
AmA, 1687. 


(p) Birch, ut 
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Mackenzie, and 
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(6) Mackenzie, 
idi>i fupra, p. 160. 

(7) Book I. 
eh. 25. 


(8) Ibid. 


B U C H A N A N. 

dies, the one intitled, Baptijies, five Calumnia\G\ and the other Jephthes, five Votum ; 
arid alio tranflated the Medea and Alceftis of Euripides. Theft were all afterwards 
publifhed [FI] ; but they Were originally written in compliance with' the rules of the 
fchool, which evefy year required fome new dramatic exhibition ; and his view in 
choofing thefe fubjedts was, to draw off the youth of France as much as poflible from 
the Allegories, which were then greatly in vogue, to a juft imitation of the ancients ; 
in which he fucceeded beyond his hopes. During his refidence at Bourdeaux, the Em- 
peror Charles V. palled through that city; upon which Buchanan prefented his Imperial 
Majefty with an elegant Latin poem, in which the Emperor was highly complimented, 
and at which he cxprefled great fatisfaction (I). But the animofity of Cardinal Beaton 
ftill purfued our poet : for that haughty prelate wrote letters to the Archbifhop of Bour- 
deaux, in which he informed him, that Buchanan had fled his country for herefy ; that 
he had lampooned the church in moft virulent latires » and that if he would put him to 
the trial, he would find him a moft peftilentious Heretic (»). Fortunately for Bucha- 
nan, thefe letters fell into the hands of fome of his friends, who found means to prevent 
their effetts : and the ftate of public affairs in Scotland, in confequence of the death of 
King James V. gave the cardinal fo much employment, as to prevent any farther pro- 
fecution of his rancour againft Buchanan (#). 

In 1543, he quitted Bourdeaux, on account of the peftilence being there (0) ; and 
about this time feems to have had fome fhare in the education of Michael de Mon- 
taigne, the celebrated author of the Effays [/]. In 1 544, he went to Paris, where he 
taught the fecond clafs of the College of Bourbon, as Turnebus did the firft, and Mu- 
retus the third (p) ; and it appears that in fome part of this year he was afflicted with 
the gout (q). In 1547, he went into Portugal with his friend Andrew Goveanus, who 
had received orders from the King his mafter to return home, and bring with him a 
certain number of learned men, qualified to teach the Ariftotelian philofophy, and po- 
lite literature, in the univerfity which he had lately eftablifhed at Coimbra (r). He fays 
himfelf, that he the more readily agreed to go to Portugal [K], becaufe that f all Europe 

* befides was either a&ually engaged in foreign or donieftic wars, or upon the point of 
€ being fo; and that this corner of the world appeared to him the moft likely to be free 

* from tumults and difturbances. Befides which, his companions in that journey were 
c fuch, that they feemed rather his familiar friends than ftrangers, or foreigners ; for 
c with moft of them he had been upon terms of much intimacy for fome years ; and 
c they were men well known to the World by their learned works (x). f 

During the life of Goveanus, who was a great favourite of his Portnguefe Majefty, 
matters went on extremely well with Buchanan in Portugal ; but after the death of Go- 
veanus, which happened in 1548, a variety of ill treatment Was pradtifed againft the 
learned men who followed him, and particularly againft Buchanan. He was accufed 
of being author of the poem againft the Fraricifcans, of having eaten flefh in time of 
Lent, and of having faid that, with refpeft to the Eucharift, St. Auguftine was more 
favourable to the doftrine of the Reformers, than to that of the church of Rome. Be- 
fides thefe enormities, it was alfodepofed againft him by certain witnefles, that they had 
beard from divers reputable perfons, that Buchanan was not orthodox as to the Romifli 
faith and religion (/). Thefe Were fufficient reafons in that country for putting any 
man into the Inquifition 5 and accordingly Buchanan was confined there about a year 
and a half. He w^s afterwards removed to a inore agreeable prifon, beihg confined in 
a monaftery till he fhould be better inftrufted in the principles of the Romifh church (u). 
He fays of the monks under whofe care he was placed [L], that * they were altogether 
1 ignorant of religion, but were otherwife men neither bad in their morals, nor rude in 


( m) Mackenzie, 
ubi fuf>ra f $ t 1 60, 


(n) Ibid. 

(0) Birch'? 
Lives and Cha- 
racters, ubi 
fupra. 


(q) Mackenzie, 
ubi fupra, p. l6o. 


(r) Birch, ut 
fupra* 


(t) Ruchan. in 
Vita fua. 


(u) Mdclcenjtiet 
ubi fupra, p. 16 r , 
162. 


f their behaviour.' It was 


during 


his refidence in this monaftery, that he 


began 


to 


TG] One intitled, Baptifhs, &c.j A tranflation of 
this was publifhed, in 1641, which Mr. Peck fup- 
pofed to have been made by Milton, and therefore 
re-printed it with his New Memoirs of the Life and 
Poetical Works of Milton, publiihed in 4to, in 1740. 

[//] Thefe were all afterwards publifhed S\ The 
Baptifles, though the firil written, was not publifhed 
till the year 1578, when it was printed at London. 
His tranflation of the Medea of Euripides was a&ed 
at Bourdeaux in 1543. His Jephthes was publifhed at 
Paris in 1554, and his tranflation of the Alceftis of 
Euripides at the fame place in 1556 (6). 

[/] Some fhare in the education of Michael de Mon- 
taigne, &c] Montaigne, in his E flays (7), fpeaks of 
Buchanan as one of his domeftic tutors ; and alfo fays, 

* Buchanan, whom I fince faw attending the late 

* Marfhal de Briflac, then told me, that he was 

* about to write a treatife of education* the example 
1 of which he intended to take from mine, for he was 

* then tutor to the count de BrifTac, who afterwards 

* proved fo valiant and fo brave a gentleman (8).' 
It is much to be regretted, that Buchanan did not ex- 
ecute his purpofe ; as a treatife on education by a man 


who had been fo much praclifed in it, and of fo ad- 
mirable a genius, would probably have been very 
valuable. 

[K] Jtgfeed to go to Portugal.] Mackenzie fays, 
that ' before Buchanan undertook this voyage for 

* Portugal, he caufed his friend Andrew Govea to 

* inform the king of Portugal by a letter, of the 
1 whole affair between him and the Prancifcans in 

* Scotland, and that the fatire he had writ againft 
c them, was not, as his enemies gave out, to defame 

* the Catholics, but wrote in obedience to the King 

* his matter's command, whom the Francifcans had 
1 offended. The King of Portugal being fatisfied 
1 with this apology, Govea, Nicholas Gruchiua* 
' Gulielmus Garantaeus, Jacobus Taevius, Helius 
f Venetus, Mr. Buchanan, and his brother Mr. Pa- 
€ trick Buchanan, embarked for Portugal, where 

* they 'afely arrived in the year 1547 (9).' Lives anA 
[L] He fays of the monh, &c] As thefe monks ^araflcrs, ubi 

feem to have treated Buchanan with fome civility, f u P ra > P« l6 >» 
therefore Mackenzie ridiculoufly charges him with 
ingratitude, in having given the above character of 
them 0°)- (t*)JMp.tft. 

tranilate 


(to) Macken- 
zie, ubi fupra, 
p. l6l, 162. 

fx) Birch, ut 
fvfra. 
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tranflate the Pfalms of David [M] into Latin verfe; and which he executed, fays 
Mackenzie, < with fuch inimitable fweetnefs and elegancy, that this verfion of the 
c Pfalms will be e (teemed %pd admired as long as the world endures, or men have any 
c relifh for poetry (w). y Having obtained his liberty in 1551, he defired a pafTport of 
the King, in order to return to France : but his Majefty endeavoured to retain him 
in his ferviee, and affigned him a fmall penfion till he fliould procure him an employ- 
ment (at). But thefe uncertain hopes did not detain him long in Portugal : and indeed, 
it was not to be fuppofed, that the treatment which he had received there, could give a 
man of Buchanan's temper any great attachment to the place. He readily embraced an 
opportunity which offered of embarking for England; where, however, he made no 
long ftay, though fome advantageous offers were made him (y). Edward VI. was then 
upon the throne of England ; but Buchanan, apprehending the affairs of that kingdom 
to be in a very unfettled ftate, went over into France at the beginning of the year 1553. 
It feeins to have been about this time that he wrote fome of thole fatirical pieces againft 
the monks, which are found in his Fratres Fraterrimi (2). He was alfo probably now 
employed at Paris in teaching the belles lettres : but though he feems to have been fond 
of France, yet he fometimes exprefles his diffatisfadtion at his treatment and fituation 
there. The iubjeci: of one of his elegies is, the miferable condition of thofe who were 
employed in teaching literature at Paris [/V] (a). His income was, perhaps, fmall; 
and he feems to have had no great propenfity to ceconomy : but this is a difpofition too 
common among the votaries of the Mufes, to afford any peculiar reproach againft Bu- 
chanan. In 1555, the Marfhal de Briflac fent for Buchanan into Piedmont, where he 
then commanded, and made him preceptor to Timoleon de Cofse, his fon [O]. He 
fpent five years in this ftation, partly in Italy, and partly in France (£). This em- 
ployment probably afforded him much leifure ; for he now applied himfelf clofely to 
the ftudy of the facred writings, in order to^ enable him to form the more accurate 
judgment concerning the fubjefts in controverfy between the Proteftants and Papifts (c). 
It was alfo during this period that he compofed his Ode upon the taking of Calais by 
the Duke of Guile, his Epithalamium upon the marriage of Mary Queen of Scots to the 
Dauphin of France, and part of his poem upon the Sphere (d). 

In the year 1560, he returned to Scotland, and finding the reformation in a manner 
eftablifhed there, he openly renounced the Romilh religion, and declared himfelf a 
Proteftant. He was foon after made principal of St. Leonard's college, in the univer- 
iity of St. Andrews, where he taught philofophy for fome time; and he employed his 
leifure hours in collecting all his Poems [P], fuch of them excepted as were in the hands 
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[M] He Began to tranflate the Pfalms of Da<vid. ] 
Mr. Granger obferves, that c the moft applauded of 

* Buchanan's poetical works is his tranflation of the 

* Pfalms, particularly of the 104th.' — 1 This pfalm 

* has been tranflated into Latin by nine Scottifli 

* poets. Eight of thefe tranflations were printed at 

* Edinburgh, 1699, nmo, together with the Poetic 

* Duel oi Dr. George Eglifem with Buchanan. The 

* former accufed that great poet of bad Latin, and 
4 bad poetry, in his verfion of this pfalm, and made 

* no fcruple of preferring his own tranflation of it to 
1 Buchanan's (1 i).* Eglifem made an appeal to the 
univerfky of Paris, concerning the juflice of his own 
criticifms on Buchanan. In the fecond volume of the 
Poetarum Scotorum Mufie Sacra?, publifhed at Edin- 
burgh in 1739? is re-printed the piece mentioned by 
Mr. Granger, under the following title : ' Poeticum 

* Dueilum : feu Georgii Eglifemmii cum Georgio 

* Buchan ano pro dignitate Paraphrafeos Pfalmi civ. 

* certamen. Cui adneclitur Gul. Barciaii, amaenio- 
4 rum artium & medicince doftoris, de eodem certa- 

* mine judicium ; nec non confilium collegii medici 

* Parifienfis de ejufdem Eglifemmii mania, quod car- 
■ mine exhibuit Arclurus Jonftonus, M. D.' ^ The 
vanity and abfurdity of Eglifem are ridiculed in this 
with much humour. Barclay fays, that < it would' 

* be more difficult to find in Buchanan's tranflation 

* any verfes that are not good, than it would be to 
f find any in Eglifem's that are not bad (12).' In 
the Poeticum Dueilum the verfions of the 104th pfalm 
by Buchanan and Eglifem are printed oppofite to each 
other ; and at the end of the fecond volume of the 
Poetarum Scotorum, befides the pieces concerning Bu- 
chanan and Eglifem, are fix other verfions of the 
fame pfalm, by Scottifh poets, the laft of whom is 
Dr. Archibald Pitcairne. Thefe are the verfions 
mentioned by Mr. Granger : but he enumerates one 
more than there are, there being only eight in the 
whole, including thofe of Buchanan and Eglifem. 

[N] The miferable condition of thofe who were em- 
ployed in teaching literature, &c] In the elegy above 
referred to, he threatens to forfake the Mufes, and 

Vol. IL 


bids them adieu, becaufc, though he had fpent his 
youth with them, yet they could not afford him a to- 
lerable maintenance. 

' Ite leves nugse, fterilefque valete Camoense, 

* Grataque Phoebeo Caftalis unda choro. 

* Ite, fat eft ; primos vobifcum abfumpfimus annos, 

* Optima pars vitx deperiitque meac.' 

He then tells them to feek for thofe who could fing 
in famine, or make verfes with drinking only water: 

* Quaerite quern capiat jejuna cantus in umbra, 
■ Quxrite qui pota carmina cantet aqua.' 

Towards the end, after having fpoken of the po- 
verty of feveral poets, he pleafantly afks, why Cal- 
liope had fo long remained a virgin ? The reafon is, 
fays he, becaufe fhe has no portion. 

* Calliope longum ccelebs cur vixit in aevum ? 
4 Nempe nihil dotis quod numeraret, erat.' 

This poem alfo contains a reprefentation, fome- 
what ludicrous, of the inconveniences attendant on 
the life of a fchoolmafter. 

[@] The Marfhal de Briffac fent for Buchanan into 
Piedmont, Sec] He had publifhed his Jephthes in 
1554, with a dedication to the Marfhal, who was 
highly pleafed with it ; and this is faid to have in- 
duced him to appoint Buchanan preceptor to his 
fon (13). (13) Birch, ut 

[P] Employed his leifure hours in collecling all his ht ra * 
Poems.] The poems of Buchanan have paffed through 
many editions. The firft part contains his elegant 
verfion of the Pfalms ; * which hath been,' fays Le 
Clerc, * and always will be, the admiration of thofe 

* who have any tafte for works of this kind (14).' 
The Pfalms are followed by the tragedies of Jephtha 
and St. John Baptift. Le Clerc obferves, that * thefe 

* are not the beft poetical productions of Buchanan. 
1 Grotius, who was a good judge of works of this 

* kind, had reafon to fay of the author, although a 

* very great man in other things, that he hath not 
« fuflieiently maintained the gravity of the tragic 

3 L « ftyle 3 
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bf his friends, and of which he had no copies (e). In 1 567, on account of his uncom- 
mon abilities and learning, he was appointed, though a layman- Moderator of the ge- 
neral affembly of the church of Scotland (f). He joined himfelf to the party that acred 
againft Queen Mary, and appears to have been particularly cohne&ed with the Earl of 
Murray, who had been educated by him, and for whom he had a great regard. He 
attended that nobleman to the conference at York, and afterwards at Hampton-court, 
being nominated one of the afliftants to the commiflioners who were fent to England 
againft Queen Mary (g). He had been previously appointed, in an affembly of the 
Scottifh nobility, preceptor to the young king James VI. [<£J {h). During his refi- 
dence in England, he wrote fome encomiaftic verfes, in honour of Queen Elizabeth, 
and feveral Englifh ladies of rank, from whom he received prefents (/). He appears 
to have been very ready to receive favours of that kind; and, like Erafmus, not to 
have been at all backward in making his wants known, or taking proper meafures to 
procure occafional benefaftions from the great. In 1571, he published his Deteftio Ma- 
ria? Regina* [/?] (£), in which he very feverely arraigned the conduft and character of 
Qjjeen Mary [5], and exprefsly charged her with being concerned in the murder of her 

hufband, 
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(f) Id. ibid. 
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P 137, 138. 
edit. Sw. 1763. 
kobertfon's 
Hift. of Scot- 
land, Vol. i. 
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461. 
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* ftyle ; and to this may bd added, that he has not 
€ adhered with much exattnefs to the rules of drama- 

* tic poetry. But there were very few at that time 
' who had juft ideas upon this fubjeel (1 5 ).' The 
fecond part begins with his Francifcanus, and other 
fatii*es againft the monks. Thefe are followed by 
fome poems in elegiac verfe, in imitation of Ovid ; 
his Sylva, in heroic verfe, in imitation of Statius ; 
verfes of eleven fyllables, in imitation of Catullus; 
iambic verfes in imitation of the fame poet, and which 
are chiefly fatirical ; three books of epigrams, and 
one of mifcellanies, confifting of odes, epigrams, &c. 
The collection ends with his poem upon the Sphere, 
in imitation of Aratus, in five books, which he left 
unfinifhed ; and his tranflations of the Medea and 
Alceftis of Euripides. Tn the whole collection, fays 
Le Clerc, ? if we except the tragedies, and the books 

* upon the Sphere, which are lefs polifhed than the 
f reft, becaufe the author has not put his laft hand to 

* them, there is nothing which docs not fuftain the 
' high reputation of Buchanan in Latin poetry. We 
' fee every where much invention, and a ftyle pure, 
1 clear, elegant, and as much elevated as the matter 

* requires. His turns are alio fo eafy and happy, 

* that the fineft pafTages feem hardly to have coft 
' their author any trouble. Thofe who have read 

* the ancient poets will every whew; perceive, that 
' he had them as it were by heart ; and he imitated 

* them fo happily, that he feems little indebted either 

* for his expreflions or his thoughts, even when we 
' perceive that he had in his mind fome pafTage of 
c the ancients (16). 9 

Monf. Menage obferves, that * Buchanan was a 
' poet very much celebrated in his own time. All 

* his verfes,' fays he, ' are excellent ; but fome of 

* them are fo fine, that 1 repeat them frequently 
' with pleafurc ; and in particular the following, in 
' which he fpeaks of his miftrefs : 

* Ilia mihi femper praefenti dura Neaera, 

* Me, quoties abfum, femper abefle dolet. 
' Non defiderio noftri, non mceret amore, 

* Sed fe non noftro poffe dolore frui.' 

* She treats me, fays he, with nothing but cruelty 

* whenever f am with her ; notwithstanding which, 

* fhe is extremely diftrefled when I am abfent from 
4 her. But her grief does not arife from her regret 

* at not feeing me, nor from the love that fhe has 

* for me, but becaufe fhe is not a witnefs of how 
1 much I fuffer in confequence of my attachment to 
- her (17).' 

Mr. Warton obferves, that ' the verification and 

* phrafeology of Buchanan's Latin poetry are fplendid 

* and fonorous, but not marked with the chafte 

* graces and fimple ornaments of the Auguftan age 

[%J Preceptor to the young King James VI.] That 
prince was fome years under his tuition ; and it is 
faid, that when it was afterwards obferved to him, 
that he had made his majefty a Pedant, he replied, 
that ■ it was the beft he could make of him (19).' 

Mrs. Macaulay, fpeaking of King James I., ob- 
ferves, that * his want of gratitude to the memory of 

* his preceptor Buchanan, who had taken pains to 

* form his tender mind to virtue, and to teach him 


true policy and magnanimity, is one inftance of his 

* difregard to worth (20).' 

It appears from a ftory related by Mackenzie, that 
Euchanan had not the moft profound reverence for the 
rank of his royal pupil. The young king being one 
day at play with his fellow-pupil, the mafter of Er- 
fkine, the Earl of Mar's eldeft fon, Buchanan, who 
was reading, defircd them to make lefs noife. Find- 
ing that they difrcgarded his admonition, he told his 
majefty, that if he did not hold his tongue, he would 
certainly whip him. The kirg replied, he fhould be 
glad to fee who would bell the cat, alluding to the 
fable. Upon this Buchanan threw his book from him 
in a paflion, and gave his majefty a fevere whipping,. 
The old countefs of Mar, who was in an adjoining 
apartment, hearing the king cry, ran to him, and^ 
enquired what was the matter. He told her, that the 
mafter, for fo Buchanan was called, had whipped 
him. She immediately afked Buchanan, * how he 

■ durft put his hand on the Lord's anointed ?' His re- 
ply was, « Madam, I have whipped his a , you 

€ may kifs it if you plcafe (21).' 

It appears that Kino; James had a great averfion to 
the writings of Buchanan : for in the fecond book of 
his Bafilicon-Dcron y addrefTed to his fon, is the fol-' 
lowing paflage : ' I would have you to be well verfed 

* in authentic hiftories, and in the chronicles of all 
' nations, but fpecially in our own hiftories (ne Jis 
' peregrinus domi) the example whereof moft nearly 
' concerns you : I mean not of fuch infamous invec- 

* tives as Buchanan's or Knox's chronicles : and if 

* any of thefe infamous libels remain until your days, 
s ufe the law upon the keepers thereof. For in that 
' point I would have you a Pythagorift, to think that 

* the very fpirits of thefe archibcUowfes of rebellion, 

* have made tranfition in them that hoard thefe 

* books, or maintain their opinions ; punifhing 

* them, even as it were their authors rifen again (22).' 
Le Clerc, commenting on this pafTage, fays, * The 
' Buchanans and the Knoxes have been ftrangely 

* multiplied, fince their death, both in England 
1 and on the continent, if all thofe who have read 

* their books, and who have imbibed their fenti- 

* ments, are to be confidered as Buchanans and 

* Knoxes. To fpeak ferioufly, it would have been 
1 happy for King James VI. if he had profited by the 
1 leffons of his mafter. He would not then have had 

* thofe unfortunate contentions with his parliaments ; 
and if his fon Charles had been well read in the 

* \yorks of Buchanan, and had entered into his fen- 

■ timents, he would not have loft his head upon a 
' fcafTold(2 3 ).' r 

[R] He publijhed his Deteclio, &c] A Scottifh 
tranflation of this was publifhed foon after; and an- 
other tranflation, or rather the fame fomewhat mo- 
dernised and anglicifed, was publifhed at London, in 
8vo, in 1721, in an Appendix to Buchanan's Hiftory 
of Scotland. A French tranflation was publifhed in 
France in 1572. 

[S] He very fe<vercly arraigned the conduB and cha- 
rafor of Queen Mary.] He has done the fame alfo in 
his Hiftory of Scotland, B. XVII, XVIII. Without 
entering into a minute inquiry into the conduct of 
Mary, we may venture to affirm, that it was fuffici- 
ently criminal tojuftifymen of probity and honour 

in 
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hufband, Lord Darnly. After his return from Erigland/ lie -had the abbacy of Crofs 

Raguel bellowed upon him, and was made Director to the Chancery (l)-. At the be- f/> Mackenzie; 

ginning of the year 1570, hi^pupil, the Earl of Murray, Regent of Scotland, was af- ubi W a >?-^r* 

iaffinated; which, Mackenzie fays, c was a heavy ftroke to him, for he loved him as 

c his own life (m).' He continued, however, to be in favour with fome of thofe who (m) id. ibid; 

were inverted with power in Scotland : for, after the death of-the Earl of Murray, he 

was appointed one of the Lords of the Council, and Lord Privy Seal (;;). It appears (») ll ibid. 

alfo that he had a penfion of one hundred pounds a-year fettled on him by Queen 

Elizabeth (0). In 1579, he publiftied his famous treatife c De Jure Regni apud Sco- (0) id.mii 

€ tos [T] j* which he dedicated to King James. In 1582, he publifhed, at Edinburgh; 

his 
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rn taking part againft her, and efpecially thofe who 
were zealous Proteftants. That Mary was a bad wo-t 
man, and a bad queen, there feems no reafonable caufe 
to doubt ; though there may be fome grounds for dif. 
putc concerning the degree of her criminality. Perhaps 
the perfonal accompli fhm en ts of Mary may have 
fome what prejudiced even later writers in her favour, 
as well as her contemporaries, and led them to repre- 
lent her actions in rather too favourable a light. 
There is fome what amufing in the extreme zeal 
which fome late authors have difcovered for the ho- 
nour and reputation of that princefs (24). It appears 
a kind of literary Quixotifm. 

If Buchanan has done Mary any confiderable in- 
juftice, he might probably be deceived by thofe from 
whom he received his information. Sir James Mel- 
vil, though of the contrary party, does not charge 
him with intentional falfehood ; but only fays, that 

* he fpoke and wrote as thofe that were about him in- 

* formed him (2c, ).' 

Dr. Robertfon obferves, that * of all our hiftorians 
c Buchanan alone avowedly accufes Mary of a criminal 
' love for Rizzio (26).' Whether Mary had any cri- 
minal intercourfe with Rizzio, or not, Buchantin ap- 
pears firmly to have believed it ; and it is certain, 
that her hufband, Lord Darnly, had the ftrongeft 
fufpicions of this kind. In the Appendix to Dr. Ro- 
bertfon's Hiftory of Scotland is part of a letter from 
the Earl of Bedford, and Mr. Thomas Randolph, to 
the lords of the council of England, dated March 27, 
1566, in which are the following paflages : t . This 

* we find for certain, that the Queen's hufband having* 

* entered into a vehement fufpicion of David, that 
by him fome thing was committed, which was molt 


The great charge brought by Buchanan againft 
Mary in his Dete&lo, is, that (he was actually con- 
cerned in'the murder of her hufband. Dr. Robertfon 
fays, that |*i it was not her own fubjecls alone who 
' fufpecled Mary of having been acceflary to this 
■ , unnatural crime ; nor did an opinion,- fo difhonour- 
f able to her character, owe its rife and progtefs to 
S the jealoufy and malice of her faclious nobles. The 
- report of the manner and circumftanccs of the King's 
\ murder fpread, quickly over all Europe* and* even 

* in that age, which was accuftomed to deeds of vio- 

* lence, it excited univerfal horror. As her unhappy 

* breach with her huiband had long been matter of 

* public difcoarfe, ' the firft conjectures which Were 
< formed with regard to his death, were extremely to 

* her difadvantage (28)^1 Mr. Hume* after giving (28) Vol. U 
an account of the Queen's marriage with .Bothwell, p. 402, 403, 
fays, * The rumours, which, from the very begin- 

' ning, had been fpread againft Mary* as if Ihe had 
' concurred in the King's murder, .ieemed now, by 

* the fubfequent tranfaclions, to have received a 
c ftrong confirmation and authority; It , was every 
e where faid, that, even though no, particular and 
' direct proofs had as yet been produced of the Queen's 

* guilt, the whole tenor of her late conduct was fuf-* 

* ricient, not only to beget fufpicion, but to produce 

* entire conviction againft her (2^)/ Indeed, the (29) Hift. of 
Scottilh parliament voted that lhe was undoubtedly En s ,a nd, Vol. v. 
an accomplice in her h 11 /band's murder, and con- P ,IlS > M 9- 
demned her to imprifonment (30). (30) Jbid.pAxSi 

Three of Mary's letters to Bothwell were tranflatcd 
by Buchanan, and annexed to his Detettio Marine 
Regitits ; feven of .thefe letters were afterwards pub- 
lifhed in the French tranllation, and eight in that 


againft the Queen's honour, and not to be borne of printed in the Scottifh dialect (31). Thefe letters, (3*) Robertfon'a 


(» 7 ) Vol, h\] 
P* 3S5> 35*' 


* his part, firit communicated his mind to George 

* Douglas, who rinding his forrows fo great, fought 

* all the means he could to put fome remedy to his 

* grief ; and communicating the fame unto my Lord 

* Ruthen by the King's commandment, no other 

* way could be found than that David fhould' be 

* taken out of the way.' — * Upon Saturday, at night, 

* near unto eight of the clock, the King conveyeth 

* himfelf, the Lord Ruthen, George Douglas, and 

* two others, through his own chamber by the privy 

* flairs up to the Queen's chamber, going to which 

* there is a cabinet about twelve feet fquare ; in the 

* fame a little repofing bed and a table, at the which 

* there were fitting at fupper the Queen, the Lady 

* Argyle, and David with his cap upon his head. 

* Into the cabinet there cometh in the King and Lord 

* Ruthen, who willed David to come forth, faying, 

* that was no place for him. The Queen faid, that 

* it was her will. Her hufband anfwered, that that 
c was againft her honour.' — ' There remained a long 

* time with the Queen her hufband and the Lord 
< Ruthen. She made, as we hear, great interceflion 

* that he fhould have no harm. She blamed greatly 

* her hufband that was the actor of fo foul a deed. 

* It is faid, that he did anfwer, that David had more 
' company of her body than he for the fpace of two 
1 months ; and therefore, for her honour, and his 

* own contentment, he gave his con fen t that he 
' fhould be taken away. It is not, faith lhe, the 
1 woman's part to feek the hufband ; and therefore in 

* that the fault was his own. He faid, that when he 

* came, fhe either would not, or made herfelf fick. 
4 Well, faith fhe, you have taken your laft of me, 

* and your farewell.* The fame letter contains fome 
particulars of Rizzio's afTaffi nation, and it is added, 
that • he was not flain in the Queen's prefence, as 

* was faid, but going down the flairs out of the cham- 

* ber of prefence (27).' 


as Mr. Hume obferves, contain ' inconteftible proofs Cr ! tlcal Differ- 

• of Mary's criminal correfpondence with Bothwell, Hi(\or7tt 
e and of her confent to the King's murder (32).' Scotland, p. '30. 
The authenticity of thefe letters has, indeed, been (32) Hift, of 
difputed by Mr. Goodall, and the author of the England, ubi 

' Inquiry, hiflorical and critical, into the Evidence S u P ra > P« HS« 

* againcl Mary, Queen of Scots.' But the objec- 
tions againft the genuinenefs of thefe letters are abun- 
dantly outweighed by the pofitive evidence in fupport 

of their authenticity, produced by Dr. Robertfon (33), (33) Critical 
and Mr. Hume (34). Wfljwtttfo* * 

It is faid that the confeffions of George Dalgleifh, ^ T Hift of 
mentioned by Buchanan in his DeteSlion^ and ap- England *M 
pealed to by him as in the public records, are now fopra, p. 146— 
found not to. contain the facts which he a Herts (35). J 49- 
Some variations are alfo faid to be in other con fef- (35) Inquiry, 
fions produced by him. It is very extraordinary, hlftoric al and 
that Buchanan mould have ventured to make fucli an x^tml™ 0 ^* 
appeal, when he might fo eafily have been detected, Mary, Queen of 
if there had been any impofture. But is it certain Scots, p. 425, 
that thefe confeffions have been preferved entire and a * 6 - 
unmutilated ? Mr. Hume accounts for the difappear- 
ance of the original letters from Queen Mary to 
Bothwell € from the care of King James's friends, 
1 who were defirous to deftroy every proof of his 
* mother's crimes (36).' To the fame caufe he at- (36) Hift. ubi\ 
tributes ' the difappearance of Morton's Narrative, f u P r *, p. 14$. 
c and of Crawford's evidence, from the Cotton li- 
' brary (37).' ( 37 ) Id. ibid. 

[T] He puhlijlnd his famous treatife De Jure Regni 
apud Scotos.] This work is written by way of dia- 
logue : the fpeakers in it are Buchanan and Thomas 
Maitland, whom he reprefents as lately returned from 
his travels, and expre fling his furprife at the late 
violent proceedings againft Mary, Queen of Scots, 
as well as at the murder of her late hufband, Lord 
Darnly ; and telling him, that, in confequence of 
thefe tranfaetipns, the Scottifh nation were become 
3 cdiou* 
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his € Rerum Scoticarum Htftoria,' in twenty books [U] ; in which he had chiefly 
employed the laft twelve or thirteen years of his life (/>). He died at Edinburgh, the (p) Birch, ** 

fame 


(38) De Jure 
Regni apud Sco< 
tos, Dialogic, 
edit. 4*0, J5E0, 
p. r. 3. 


(39) Ibid, p,4» 


(40) Ibid, p, 5» 


odious in foreign nations (38). Buchanan replies, 
that foreigners cannot confiitently cenfure the Scots 
for both thefe tranfactions. For if the murder of the 
Queen's hufband were confidered, as it ought to be, 
as an atrocious aft, then the Scottifh nation could not 
be blameable for their endeavours to bring the actors 
and accomplices in that murder to juftice and topu- 
nifhment : and this had been the occafion of the pub- 
lic proceedings againft the Queen. To this Maitland 
anfwers, that however defirous men might be to fee 
juftice done upon the murderers of the Queers huf- 
band, yet they could not view with approbation fuch 
contempt thrown upon fovereignty, as had been done 
in the late proceedings againfl the Queen (39). Bu- 
chanan replies, that there are feveral forts of perfons, 
who are always ready 10 cenfure any proceedings 
againft crowned heads : but the worft are thofe, who 
having fold themfelves to the lufts of tyrants, fuppofe 
nothing to be wrong by which kings may be grati- 
fied ; who judge of things, not by their own nature, 
but by the pleafure of their mailers ; and who arc fo 
devoted to their will, as to have no liberty either of 
fpeaking or of acting (40). The fpeakers in the 
dialogue then proceed to an investigation of the origin 
of kings, and the nature and def:gn of government. 
Buchanan maintains, that men were formed to live in 
fociety ; that they originally elected kings to be the 
protectors of that fociety ; and that it is reafonable to 
fuppofe, they endeavoured to chufe for this purpofe 
the molt virtuous and able among them. That as 
the vices and diforders of individuals in fociety occa- 
fion ed men to create kings, fo the injuries which 
kings did to their fubjects caufed them to eftabliih 
laws, by which they were obliged to regulate their 
government, ' When the will and pleafure of kings, 1 
fays he, c Hood in the room of laws, and men who 

* were invefted with an unlimited regal power did not 

* exercife it moderately, but in many things were in- 

* fluenced by favour, by hatred, and by private ad- 
1 vantage, then the infolence of kings rendered laws 
c defirable. Laws, therefore, were made by the 

* people, that kings might not be left to the mere 

* guidance of their own licentious judgments, but be 

* reftrained by laws that the people had enacted. 

* For they had been taught by many inftances, that 

* it was much better to entruft their liberty to the 
(41) Ibid. p. 20. * laws, than to kings (41).' 

In the courfe of the dialogue, Buchanan fhews 
what kings ought to be : that as they are raifed above 
others, they mould be eminent in virtue ; that it 
fhould be their great aim to admin iller juilice impar- 
tially to their fubjects, and to promote their happi- 
nefs. But as there can be no certainty that men ele- 
vated to the regal office jvill not encroach upon the 
rights of their fubjects, therefore it is neceflary that 
they mould be under the reftraint of laws. He alfo 
fhews, that the power of making new laws refides in 
the people, or their reprefentatives the ftates of par- 
liament : for if it were otherwife, and kings were al- 
lowed to make new laws as they pleafed, their fub- 
jects would then fall into the inconveniences they 
endeavoured to fhun by electing them. For in this 
cafe they would be above the laws, and confequently 
their government would be abfolute and arbitrary. 
Nay, he adds, they ought not to be allowed to in- 
terpret the laws : for, if they were, they would give 
them whatever glofs or fenfe they pleafed, as the popes 
do to the facred fcriptures, and the canons of coun- 
cils. Buchanan applies thefe principles to the con- 
flitution of the Scottifh government ; and obferves, 
that their kings folemnly fwore to the people, at 
their inauguration, to reign according to the laws, 
and to preferve inviolably the rights and privileges 
of the nation ; from whence it follows, that they are 
only kings upon that condition ; and that whenever 
they tranfgrefs thefe laws, they are no more kings, 
but perjured tyrants. He fays, that men invefted 
with regal power, who employ their authority, not 
in protecting the people, but in tyrannizing over and 
opprefTing them, with whatever external pomp they 
may be furrounded, are unworthy of the leaft regard, 
(4s) Ib\&. p. 55, and ought to be driven out of human fociety (42). 

He fhews from the Roman, French, Danifh, and 
6 


56, &c. 


Scottifh hiflories, that all thefe nations have punifhed 
their kings, when they abu fed the power that was 
given them by the people : and he appeals to the 
common fenfe of all men, if it be not, better that 
kings mould be fubject to the laws, and punifhed by 
them, than that they ihould be above them, and ad 
according to their own wickednefs or caprice. Nor 
is this, he aflerts, at all prejudicial to good kings, 
who obferve the laws of their country ; and as for 
vicious kings, none can reafonably doubt, but that 
it is beneficial that they mould be reftrained by the 
laws. It is very evident, argues Buchanan, that 
kings were made for the people ; for if there were no 
people or focieties, there would be no ufe for kings ; 
and fince that which is inftituted on account of ano- 
ther thing, is lefs excellent than that for which it was 
inftituted, it follows, that kings are lefs excellent 
than the people ; and confequently the collective body 
of the people have greater authority than their kings, 
and may call them to an account for their mal-admi- 
niftration (43). Neither ought we to be furprifed at 
this, fince they appear even before inferior judges by 
their procurators, when they are accufed of having 
added to their domains any thing that does not pro- 
perly belong to them. Is it not then abfurd, pro- 
ceeds our Author, to fuppofe it proper, that judg- 
ment fhould be given againft a king for feizing a little 
farm, or a trifling invafion of another man's pro- 
perty, and yet that no fentence Ihould be pafTed 
againft him, for crimes committed againft the whole 
community (44) ? Buchanan maintains alfo, that 
there is a mutual compact between kings and their 
fubjects ; that when this compact has been vio- 
lated by the prince, he has no longer any equitable 
claim to the privileges of royalty; that it is juft to 
oppofe a tyrant by force of arms ; and that this was 
a very general fentiment among the ancients, and 
was founded upon the higheft re a Ton (45). 

Le Clerc fays, \ This book of Buchanan's has been 
1 much traduced, by fome good kind of men, and 
\ paffes for a very pernicious work. But, after a 

* careful perufal, I cannot view it in this light : he 

* only teaches, that kings are not above the laws that 

* they have fworn to, and that the people may oblige' 

* them to obferve them, and that without this they 

* are not bound to obey them. Buchanan teftifies, 
' both in this dialogue, and in his hiftory, that it is 
' not for inconfiderable defects, or (light faults, that 

* the yoke of kings frnqld be thrown off: but for 
' thofe diforders which overturn t'ie laws, and are 

■ fnconfiilcnt with the welfare of fociety.' — * This 
1 is no new doctrine : the Greeks, the Romans, the 
' moll flourishing ftates, have entertained the fame 

■ fentiment, and have ratified it by their conduct, 
1 when they have unfortunately fallen under an ex- 
' orbitant tyranny. Some nations, indeed, of Afia, 
4 of Africa, and America, without courage, as with- 
f out virtue, have been willing to depend on the ca- 

* price of a lingle individual. But the ancient Greeks 
1 and Romans, who have written on the fubject of. 
' politics, and efpecially Ariftotle, whofe opinions fo 
' long pafTed for oracles, have inculcated the fame 
1 fentiment with Buchanan, and have not been cen- 

1 furcd for it. I do not therefore comprehend, that 

* it can be any very peculiar crime in him ; and I 
' much fufpect, that thofe who have fo vehemently 
1 exclaimed againft him, have either never read his 
' book, which is not well adapted for thofe who have 
' no tafte for, or who do not underftand, any thing 
1 better than law Latin ; or, that they have never 

* examined the matter with care ; or, that they have 

* been led to give to kings an unbounded authority, 
' for fome private views of their own, at the expence 

* of juftice and of liberty (46).' 

Thofe who* differ from Buchanan, with refpect to 
the propriety or expediency of putting tyrannical 
princes to death, muft yet approve of many of his 
general fentiments of government, unlefs they adopt 
thofe abfurd and ilavilh maxims, which have been 
exploded by all liberal-minded men, and for which 
hardly any, in this age, and in this country, will 
venture to be advocates. But his book was violently 
oppofed foon after its publication, and particularly 

by 
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fame year, on the fifth of December, in the feventy-fixth year of his age (q). To- 
wards the clofe of his life, he had fometimes refided at Stirling \W\ It is laid, that 
when he was upon his deatk-bed, he was informed that the King was highly incenfed 
again ft him, for writing his book c De Jure Regni/ and his Hiftory of Scotland s to 
which he replied, that c he was not much concerned about that ; for he was fhortly 
c going t0 a place where there were few kings (r).' We are alfo told, that when lie (r)m p. iSo, 
was dying, he called for his fervant, whofe name was Young, and a Iked him how much 
money he had of his ; and finding that it was not fufficient to defray the expences of 
his burial, he commanded him to diftribute it amongft the poor. His fervant there- 
upon afked him, c Who then would be at the charge of burying him ?' Buchanan 
replied, f That he was very indifferent about that ; for if he were once dead, if the y 
c would not bury him, they might let him lie where he was, or throw his corpfe where 
c they pleafed/ Accordingly he was buried at the expence of the city of Edinburgh (s). (0 P . 172. 

Archbifhop Spotfwood lays of Buchanan, that f in his old age he applied himfelf to 
c write the Scots Hiftory, which he renewed with fuch judgment and eloquence, as no 
c country can fliew a better: only in this he isjuftly blamed, that he fided with the 
c factions of the time, and to juftify the proceedings of the noblemen againft the Queen, 
c he went fo far in deprefting the royal authority of princes [X], and allowing their 
€ controulment by fubjefts : his bitternefs alfo in writing of the Queen, and of the 
f times, all wife men have difliked 3 but otherwife no man hath merited better of his 
f country for learning, nor thereby did bring to it more glory. He was buried in the 
€ common burial-place, though worthy to have been laid in marble, and to have had 
c fome ftatue erefted to his memory ; but fuch pompous monuments in his life he was 
c wont to fcorn and defpife, efteeming it a greater credit, as it was faid of the Roman 
c Cato, to have it afked why doth he lack a ftatue, than to have had one, though never 
c fo glorious, eredted (/).' 

Mr. Teidier fays (u), that f it cannot be denied but Buchanan was a man of ad- 
€ mirable eloquence, of rare prudence, and of an exquifite judgment: he has written 
c the Hiftory of Scotland with fuch elegancy and politenefs, that he furpaffes all the 
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by William Barclay, who treated him with great 
fcurrility (47) ; and by Adam Blackwood, ProfeiTor 
of Civil Law at Poictiers, a bigotted Papift, and a 
zealous advocate for the doctrine of paflive obedience 
and non-refiftance. In his anfwer to Buchanan, he 
endeavoured to prove, that, ' in all monarchies, the 
1 legillative power muft be lodged in the king ;' and 
that ' an abfolute monarchy was the very nature and 

* eflence of the constitution' of Scotland. He alio 
fays, that even ' the Highland chieftains were as ab- 

* folute as any princes in the world (48).' 

A bad tranflation of Buchanan's piece, De Jure 
Regni apud Scotos, was publifhed in 1721, in $<vo, in 
an Appendix to the tranflation of his Hiftory of 
Scotland. 

[U] His Rerum Sco tic arum Hiftoria, in twenty 
books. 1 Le Clerc obferves of this Hiftory of Scotland 
by Buchanan, and efpecially from the commence- 
ment of the eighth book, from whence his materials 
became more authentic than in the preceding books, 
that * his ftyle is fine and pure, and the hiftorian 

* appears every where to fpeak the truth, as far as it 
€ was known to him. His judgment of things is 

* found, becaufe his political and moral principles 

* are juft, and founded on the molt folid bafis. He 
1 cenfures freely that which deferves it, and he com- 

* mends that which is worthy of praife (49).' — 
« Buchanan has united the brevity of Sallult to the 
' elegance and perfpicuity of Livy ; for thefe were 

* the two authors that he chiefly intended to imitate : 
< and I do not believe that any modern hiftorian 

* hath better fucceeded in imitating the hiftorians of 
' antiquity (50).' But the fame learned writer re- 
marks, thalBuchanan is not fufticiently exact in his 
dates, nor does he cite his authorities ; and that in 
fome parts of his hiftory he is rather too fond of the 
marvellous, and of putting fine fpeeches into the 
mouths of his great men, in imitation of the ancient 
hiftorians, whofe defe&s he had copied, as well as 
their excellencies (51). 

An Englifh tranflation of Buchanan's Hiftory of 
Scotland has been publiftied in two volumes, 81/0, 
by Mr. William Bond. The fecond edition was 
printed in 1722. The original Latin has pafled 
through feveral editions in folio, oflavo, and \zmo. 

Mackenzie fays, that Buchanan's Hiftory of Scot- 
land, and his treatife De Jure Regni, were both con- 
demned in Scotland by act of parliament (52), 

\W] Towards the clofe of his life he had fometimes 
refided at Stirling.] < Thuanus relates, that every 

Vol. II. 


f year Elias Vinetus received letters from Buchanan, 

* by the Scottifli merchants who came to load their 

* veflels with wines at Bourdeaux. Vinetus lhewed 
' thefe letters to Thuanus, who obferved in the laft a 

* great deal of courage, though it had been written 
i with a trembling hand. Buchanan therein com- 
i plained, not fo much of the inconveniencies of old 

* age, as of being tired with living fo long: De fe- 

* neclutis incommodis ?ion tarn querebatur, quam de witte 
1 longioris tardio. He faid, that he had quitted the 
1 court, and was retired to Stirling, where he made 
c but one thing his bufinefs, which was, to quit, with 
' the leaft noiie that might be, the company of thofe 
' who were not like him. He meant the living, and 
' confidered himfelf as dead. Interea hoc unu?n fatago, 
6 ut quam minima cum Jirepitu ex inaqualium meorum, 

* hoc eft mortuus e e vi r uorum contubernio demigrem 

* (53).' ("0 Bayle, ut 
[X] To juftify the proceedings of the noblemen aga'wft M *> ,10tc 

the Queen, he went fo far in deprcjjing the royal autho- 
rity °f princes.] We apprehend the Archbilhop to be 
totally miftaken, in fuppofing that Buchanan ad- 
vanced the fentiments he did concerning the juftice 
and propriety of controuling princes, merely to juftify 
the party againft Queen Mary. From the uniform- 
ity and confiftency of his writings with refpect to 
this point, they appear to have been his real fenti- 
ments ; and he fupported them by arguments abun- 
dantly more ftrong than any which have been pro- 
duced againft them. A circumltance mentioned by 
Dr. Gilbert Stuart, may ferve to fhew how folicitous 
Buchanan was, on every occafion, to propagate the 
opinion, that re ft ft a nee to tyrants is lawful. That 
learned writer obferves, that in the ancient feudal 
fyftem, * the high conftable poflefTed fignal preroga- 

* tives. When the fovereign, upon his advancement 

* to the royalty, wa; to fwear fidelity to his fubjects, 

* and to pay homage to the laws, he delivered his 

* naked fword into the hands of the conftable. Ufe 

* this in my defence, faid he, while I fupport the 

* interefts of my people ; ufe it to my destruction 
r when I forfake them. 9 ' In allufion to this form, 

* Buchanan made a naked fword to be reprefented 

* on the money coined in the minority of James VI. 

1 with thefe words, Pro me, Ji mereor, in me (54).' (54 v Obferva- 
Buchanan might poflibly only have a reference to the tlons concerning 
memorable words of the emperor Trajan : however, the P ublicLaw 
in either view, this circumltance ferves to evince his 
folicitude to aflert the doctrine of refiftance. 
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writers of his age ; and he has even equalled the ancients themfelves, without ex- 
cepting either Salluft or Titus Livius. But he is accufed by fome of being an un- 
faithful hifl-orian, and to have fhewn in his hiftory an extreme averfion againft Queen 
Mary Stuart : but his mafter-piece is his Paraphrafe upon the Pfalms, in which he 
outdid the moft famous poets amongft the French and Italians (w).' (w;Macfc««i* 
Mr. James Crawford, in his < Hiftory of the Houfe of Efte,' fays, < Buchanan p#.T^* r ^ t ' B7 * , 
only excelled all that went before him in his own country, but fcarce had his equal in' 
that learned age in which he lived. He fpent the firft flame and rage of his fancy in 
poetry, in which he did imitate Virgil in heroics, Ovid in elegiacs, Lucretius in 
philoibphy, Seneca in tragedies, Martial in epigrams, Horace and Juvenal in fatires. 
He copied after thefe great matters fa perfectly, that nothing ever approached nearer 
the original : and his immortal Paraphrafe on the Pfalms doth fhew, that neither the 
conftraint of a limited matter, the darknefs of exprefiion, nor the frequent return of 
the fame, or the like phrafes, could confine or exhauft that vaft genius. At laft, in 
his old age, when his thoughts were purified by long reflection and bufinefs, and a 
true judgment came in the room of one of the richeft fancies that ever was, he wrote 
our Hiftory with fuch beauty of ftyle, eafinefs of expreflion, and exa&nefs in all its 
parts, that no fervice or honour could have been done the nation like it, had he ended 
fo noble a work as he begun, and carried it on till King James the Fifth's death. But 
being unhappily engaged in a faction, and refentment working violently upon him, 
he fuffercd himfelf to be fo ftrangely biafled, that in the relations he gives of many 
of the t ran factions of his own time, he may rather pafs for a fatirift than an hif- 
torian (x).' 

Burnet fays, that c in the writings of Buchanan there appears, not only all the beauty 
and graces of the Latin tongue, but a vigour of mind, and quicknefs of thought, 
far beyond Bembo, or the other Italians, who at that time affedted to revive the 
purity of the Roman ftyle. It was but a feeble imitation of Tully in them ; but his 
ftyle is fo natural and nervous, and his reflections on things are fo folid (befides his 
immortal poems, in which he fhews how well he could imitate all the Roman poets, 
in their feveral ways of writing, that he who compares them will be often tempted 
to prefer the copy to the original), that he is juftly reckoned the greateft and beft of 
our modern authors (jy).' 

The celebrated Thuanus obferves, that c Buchanan, being old, began to write the 
hiftory of his own country ; and although, according to the genius of his nation, he 
fometimes inveighs againft crowned heads with feverity, yet that work is written with 
fo much purity, fpirit, and judgment, that it does not appear to be the produftion 
of a man who had paffed all his days in the duft of a fchool, but of one who had been 
all his lifetime converfant in the moft important affairs of ftate. Such was the great- 
nefs of his mind, and the felicity of his genius, that the meannefs of his condition 
and fortune has not hindered Buchanan from forming juft fentiments of things of 
the greateft moment, or from writing concerning them with a great deal of judg- 
ment (2)/ 

Dr. Robertfon, fpeaking of Buchanan's Hiftory of Scotland, fays, that c if his ac- 
curacy and impartiality had been, in any degree, equal to the elegance of his tafte, 
and to the purity and vigour of his ftyle, his hiftory might be placed on a level with 
the moft admired compofitions of the ancients. But, inftead of rejecting the im- 
probable tales of chronicle writers, he was at the utmoft pains to adorn them ; and 
hath clothed with air the beauties and graces of fiction, thofe legends which formerly 
had only its wildnefs and extravagance (a). 1 In another place, the fame celebrated 
iftorian obferves, that c the happy genius of Buchanan, equally formed to excel in 
profe and in verfe, more various, more original, and more elegant, than that of 
almoft any other modern who writes in Latin, reflects, with regard to this particu- 
c lar, the greateft luftre on his country (I?). 9 

The genius and erudition of Buchanan have procured him, as a writer, the applaufe 
even of his enemies : but, as a man, he has been the fubjedt of the moft virulent in- 
veftives. Far from confining themfelves to truth, they have not even kept within the 
bounds of probability; and fome of the calumnies which have been publifhed againft 
him, are calculated only to excite our rifibility [T]. The learned John Le Clerc has 


[T] Some of the calumnies wohich have been publijhed 
againft kirn, are calculated only to excite our rifibility.] 
One of thefe, which is fomewhat curious, we (hall 
give at full length, becaufe it ferves to (hew, as Bayle 
fays, ' how far the confidence of lying publickly 

* may be carried.' Thefe are the words of Father 
Garaffc : * I will relate to our new Atheifts the 

* miferable end of a man of their belief, and their 

* humour, as to eating and drinking. The man I 

* mean was George Buchanan, a perfect Epicurean 
' during his life, and a true Atheilt at the hour of 

* his death. This libertine, having fpent his youth 

* in debauchery at Paris and at Bourdeaux, minding 


very 

ivy, taverns, and tavern bufties, more than the 
laurel of ParnafTus, and being in his latter days 
recalled into Scotland, to inftrucl; the young prince, 
who is now the molt ferene King of Great Britain \ 
continuing his debauches of the belly, made fliifi 
to get the dropfy by immoderate drinking, though 
it was faid of him, by way of jeft, that he was 
troubled vino intercute 9 and not aqua intercute. 
As fick as he was, he forbore not to drink as freely 
as he did when he was in health, and with as little 
water as he ufed formerly to drink at Bourdeaux. 
The phyficians, who were ordered to attend him by 
the King their mafter, feeing their patient's ex- 
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very ably fhewn, that there is much reafon to conclude, that many of the fevere cen- 
fures which have been thrown out againft Buchanan, were the refult of ignorance, of 
c^?^>^ Prejudice, and of party animofity (c). That was himfelf influenced by fome degree 
p-w>iy-> i3*i °f partiality to the party with which he was connefted, that he was fometimes deceived 
; j^&c 33 ' r ' lc re P or::s °f others, and that, in the earlier part of his Hiftory, his zeal for the 
honour of his country has led him into fome mifreprefentations, may be admitted : but 
we do not apprehend that he wilfully and intentionally violated the truth, or that there 
is any jult ground for queftioiiing his integrity. Le Clerc obferves, that as to the 
fhare which Buchanan had in public affairs, it appears even from the Memoirs of Sir 
James Melvil, who was of the oppofite party, that f he diftinguifhed himfelf by his 
* probity, and by his moderation (d).' The prejudices of many writers againft him 
have been very great : he had fatirized the priefts, and many of them therefore were 
his moft inveterate enemies j he was generally odious to the bigotted advocates for the 
RomifTi church, and to the partifans of Mary; and his free and manly fpirit rendered 
him extremely difagreeable to court flatterers and parafites, and the defenders of ty- 
ranny. His dialogue De Jure Regm, which certainly contains fome of the beft and 
moft rational principles of government, whatever may be thought of fome particular 
fentiments, and which difplays uncommon acutenefs and extent of knowledge, has been 
one fource of the illiberal abufe that has been thrown out againft him. But it is a per- 
formance that really does him great honour; and the rather, becaufe it was calculated 
to enforce found maxims of civil policy, in an age in which they were generally little 
nnderftood. The ingenious Dr. Gilbert Stuart, fpeaking of Buchanan, fays, < It has 
c been reproached to this cultivated fcholar, that he gives his fentiments with too much 
c liberty. I am furprifed that fo many critics have concurred in this cenfure. Is there 
€ a quality in an author fo honourable, fo ufeful, as that of exprefling what he thinks ?' 
c Is it proper that fcience and learning fhould be put in prifon, and dishonoured by 
f confinement and fetters ? Miferable is that nation, where literature is under any 
CO otferva- < form but that of a republic (*).' Some farther teftimonies of authors concerning him 
thTpuXcTaw^ will be found in the notes [Z] ; and we fhall here only add, that when every juft abate- 
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cefies, told him very plainly, and with fome 

* warmth, that he did what he could toJcill himfelf, 

* and that if he continued that courfe of life, he could 

* not laft above a fortnight or three weeks. He de- 

* fired them to have a confultation among themfelves, 

* to fee how long he might live by abftaining from 

* wine : they did fo, and the determination was, 

* that if he could command himfelf fo far, he might 

* yet live five or fix years : to which he returned an 

* anfwer fuitable to his humour : Get you gone, faid 

* he, with your prefer iptions and your diets, and know 
1 that I had rather live three weeks, and get drunk 

* every day, than five or fix years without drinking 
€ wine : and immediately having, like a defperate 

* perfon, fent away his phyficians, he ordered a tun 

* of Bourdeaux wine to be brought to his bed's head, 
c refolving to fee the bottom of it before he died ; 

■ and he behaved himfelf fo gallantly, that he drain- 

* ed it to the lees, literally fulfilling what is con- 

* tained in that pretty epigram of Epigonus on a frog, 
4 which having fallen into a vefTel full of wine, cried 

* out, 

\* Oh r who are fo foberly mad as to drink water f 

■ Having death and the glafs between his teeth, the 

* m ini Hers vifi ted him, to bring him to his right wits, 

* and to prevail on him to die with fome fenfe of reli- 

* gion. One among them ended his exhortation, by 
« defiring him to recite the Lord's prayer ; whereupon 

* he opened his eyes, and ftaring wildly at the mini- 

* Iter, What is that, fays he, which you call the Lord's 

* prayer P Thofe who were prefent replied, that it 

* was the Pater nofter, and if he could not pronounce 

* that prayer, begged of him at lealt to fay fome 
< other ChriiKan prayer, that he might die like a 

* good man : As for me, faid he, in a firm and refo- 

* lute tone, / never knew any other prayer than this : 

* Cinthia prima fuis miferum me cepit ocelli's, 
* Contaclum nullis ante cupidinibus. 

« fi Cinthia's bright eyes did firft enthral my heart, 
<* Untouched before by any fond defire." 

« And fcarcely had he repeated ten or twelve yerfes 

* of that elegy of Propertius, but he expired in the 
' midft of bottles and glades ; and it may be. faid of 

* him, that in reality pur pur earn vomit ille animam, 

* he vomited out his purple foul ; and fuch is com- 


(55^ Cafafflfe. 
Doftrine Curi- 
eufe, p. 748. 
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ment 

* monly the end of all Epicureans.* c The fame 

1 ftory is to be found in the Grammaticus Tr of anus of 

* the jefuit Sandneus (55).* 
Another ftory of the fame kind, which is given by 

Bayle from Moreri, is as follows: ' The King fent 
; * his phyficians to him, but he refufeJ to fee them ; 

* and he gave no better treatment to a minifter, who 

* found him employed in reading Pliny's Natural 
' Hiftory. That perfon pre fen ted him the Bible ; 

* but Buchanan rejected it with the utmoft anger, 

* and fhewing him his Pliny: Go, fays he to him, / 

* find more truth in this book than in all your Scriptures, 

* Thus did this Atheift end his days, and all Scot- 
c land has attefted the truth of this facV— — * There 

* are fome lies which a man cannot read without in- 

* dignation,' fays Bayle ; ( but as for this, it is 

5 fitter to raife one's mirth, than one's anger (56).' ^5 6 ) vt 

Among the ftories related of Buchanan, which f"P ra> note 
deferve no regard, may be mentioned that of his 
having expreffed his forrow, on his death- bed, for 
what he had written againft Mary, Queen of Scots. 
Mackenzie gives fome countenance to this tale (57) : (57) Lives and 
but Le Clerc hath lhewn that it is entitled to little Chara ^ers, M 
credit (58) ; and, indeed, it appears not to have the ^ ra * p * I7 3* 
leaft foundation in truth. % (58) Eiblio- 

[Z] Some farther teftimonies of authors concerning thec l ue Choi fie, 
him, Sec] The firft which we Ihall give here is that u ^f u Pf a > P- J 39 
of Sir James Melvil, who was of the oppofite party, 
and may therefore reafonably be fuppofed to have 
been fomewhat prejudiced againft him ; though he 
has written with much more moderation concerning 
him, than the generality of Queen Mary's adherents. 
He fays, that Buchanan was * a Stoic philofopher, 

* who looked not far before him : a man of notable 

* endowments for his learning, and knowledge in 

* Latin poefy, much honoured in other countries, 

* pleafant in converfation, rehearfing at all occafions 

* moralities fhort and inftructive, whereof he had 
c abundance, inventing where he wanted. He was 

* alfo religious, but was eafily abufed, and fo facile, 

* that he was led by every company that he haunted, 
1 which made him factious in his old days ; for he 

* fpoke and wrote as thofe who were about him in- 
c formed, him: for he was become carelefs, follow- 

* ing in many things the vulgar opinion : for he was 
■ naturally popular, and extremely revengeful againft 

* any man who had offended him, which was his 
1 greateft fault ; for he did write deceitful things 

* againft the Earl of Monteith, for fome particulars 

* that were betwixt him and the Laird of Buchanan. 

« He 
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ment is made, for what can reafonably be urged againft the condu6t and writings of Bu- 
chanan, he will ftill have an unqueftionable claim to our admiration and applaufe. An 
edition of his works, in two volumes, folio, was publifhed at Edinburgh in 17 14 (/). 

T.] 
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* He became the Earl of Morton's great enemy, for 
4 that a nag of his chanced to be taken from his fer- 
' vant, during the civil troubles, and was bought by 

* the Regent, who had no will to part with the faid 

* horfe, becaufe he was fure,- footed and eafy ; but 
1 becaufe he would not part with him, from being 

* the Regent's great friend, he became his mortal 

* enemy, and from that time forth fpoke evil of him 

* at all times, and on all occafions (59).'—* If the 
f laft fac~l be true/, fays Le Clerc, 1 Buchanan was 

* certainly fomewhat wrong, but the Earl of Morton 

* was much more fo ; fmce he had probably his ftable 

* full of horfes, and Buchanan only one. The con- 

* dudl of the Earl of Morton was alfo not only dif- 

* honeft, but his behaviour was contemptuous to- 

* wards a man of merit, who had a juft claim to dif- 

* ferent treatment : and, indeed, Melvil himfelf 

* gives us a very bad idea of that nobleman (60). ' 
Le Clerc alfo intimates, that what Melvil fays of 
Buchanan muft not be implicitly relied on, as he had 
probably no good will towards him (61). 

Mr. Guthrie fays of Buchanan, that * authors have 
' been fond of exaggerating his character in poetry, 

* a province in which, it cannot be denied, he bore 

* a considerable rank, but no fuperior diftinclions. 

* He may, indeed, be faid to have been a fine poet, 

* but he certainly was not a great genius. He could 

* execute a member, but he could not finifh a whole ; 

* and hence his lines are beautiful, but his compofi- 
' tions flovenly. His poetical ftyle is not fo chafte 

* as that of Vida, his numbers are not fo fweet as 

* thofe of Strada, nor is his fancy fo beautiful as that 

* of Angerianus ; and yet the partiality of his coun- 
1 trymen has placed him at the head of modern Latin 
■ poetry (62).' 


Mr. Granger, fpeaking of ' the admirable Crich- 
ton,' obferves, that ' if he had lived longer, and 
written more, it is probable that his works would 
not, like thofe of his countryman Buchanan, have 
continued unimpaired by time. Crichton mot up 
like the mountain pine \ Buchanan rofe flowly 
like the oak. The one is rather an object of tem- 
porary admiration ; the other retains its ftrength 
and beauty, after it hath ftood the Ihock of ages 

(63)-' 

Le Clerc fays, * There are very few authors who 
have fucceeded equally well in writing both profe 
and verfe. The poetic genius, and the ftyle of 
poetry, are fo different from that genius which is 
requifite to write well in profe, and in' the it) le of 
orators, that it is very difficult to find united in the 
fame perfon, thofe talents which will enable him to 
write both in verfe and in profe ; at leaft in fuch a 
manner, as to excel equally in the one and in the 
other kind of writing. Cicero, the moft excellent 
of all the Latin orators, furnifhes us with a remark-, 
able inftance of this ; he being a very indifferent 
poet, though a moft admirable orator. Neverthe- 
less, there have been found fome moderns, who 
have made excellent verfes, and who yet have had 
not lefs merit as writers in profe. Such, for ex- 
ample, was Hugo Grotius, whofe the books in 
verfe and in profe are equally efteemed. But 
there is no inftance of this, that 1 am acquainted 
with, more celebrated than that of George Bu- 
chanan; of whom the ftyle, both in the one and in 
the other manner of writing, furpafles that of Gro- 
tius ; nor do 1 know of any perfon, that, in both 
thefe refpefts, is comparable to him (64 
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%* [BUDGELL (Eustace), Efq; an ingenious writer, the relation and friend of 
Addifon, was the fon of Gilbert Budgell, D. D. of St. Thomas near Exeter, by Mary 
his firft wife [/?], and was born about the year 1685. In the courfe of his grammatical 
education, he diftinguifhed himfelf fo much by his fpeedy progrefs in claffical learning, 
that he was removed early to Chrift- Church College in Oxford, of which College he 
became a Gentleman Commoner. At the Univerfity he continued fome years, and 
from thence went to London, where he was entered of the Inner Temple, with a view 
of being bred to the bar, for which he had always been intended by his father (a). 
However, as hath been the cafe with many young men of lively parts, inftead of ap- 
plying, with proper diligence, to the ftudy of the law, he almoft wholly devoted him- 
felf to polite literature, and cultivated an acquaintance with perfons of tafte and falhion. 
This conduct was by no means pleafing to Dr. Budgell. The Dotftor grew, by degrees, 
very uneafy that his fon, contrary to his repeated directions and requefts, was neither 
called to the bar *nor had acquired a fufficient ftoek of profeflional knowledge; and 
young Budgell, on the other hand, who ftrongly urged the neceffity of his living like 
a gentleman, complained of the narrownefs of his father's allowance (/>). In one re- (t>) Wl 
fpedt, his behaviour was exceedingly difcreet and happy : for he took care to form a ftridt 
intimacy and friendfhip with Mr, Addifon, to whom his being a relation undoubtedly 
gave him eafier accefs. When, therefore, that gentleman, in 1709, was appointed 
Secretary to the Earl of Wharton, Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, he made an offer to his 
young friend of taking him with him, as one of the clerks in his office. This pro- 
pofal, as Mr. Budgell was on ill terms with his father, and was ablblutely unqualified 
for the practice of the law, was too pleafing, and too advantageous, not to be readily 
accepted. Neverthelefs, being fearful that Dr. Budgell might not approve of the 
fcheme, he did not acquaint him with his refolution and journey, till the very nio-ht 
on which he fet out for Ireland. This was in the beginning of April, 1710, when 
our Author was nearly twenty-five years of age, and was become a very accomplifhed ' 
perfon. He had read the Claffics, the moft reputed Hiftorians, and the beft French 
Englifh, and Italian Writers. He was endued, likewifc, with a quick apprehenfion* 
a lively imagination, and ftrong memory; which were fet off to the greatcft advantage 
by a genteel addrefs, a ready wit, and a fine elocution. But thefe fhining qualities 
were not a little tarniftied by a vanity which led him to think that no undertaking was 

[J] By Mary bis firft wife.] This Lady was the 
only daughter of Dp. William Gulfton, Bifhop of 
Briitol, whofe filler Jane was married to Dean Ad- 
difon. Mr. Jofeph Addifon and Mr. Budgell's mo- 


ther were coufin-germans. The family of Budeell 
is ancient, and had long been fettled in Devon- 
ftire(i). 
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above his capacity, and no preferment or favour fuperior to his defert. He behaved, 
however, in fuch a manner, «s to preferve the efteem and affeCtion of Mr. Addifon, 
who introduced him into the beft and moft ingenious company in both kingdoms. So 
clofe was the friendfhip between the two relations, that they lived and lodged together, 
and conftantly followed the Lord Lieutenant into England at the fame time (r). 

Now it was that Mr. Budgeil commenced Author, and is faid to have been partly 
concerned with Sir Richard Steele and Mr. Addifon in writing the Tatler (d). But the 
fad: feems doubtful : for we meet with no acknowledgments of this kind, either in the 
conclufion or preface to that admirable paper. It is certain, that Mr. Budgeil fuftained 
an honourable part in the Spectator. All the papers in the firft feven volumes of that 
excellent work which are marked X, being twenty-eight in number, were written by 
him ; befides which, the eighth volume was conducted by Mr. Addifon and himfelf, 
without the affiftance of Sir Richard Steele, Our Author's fpeculations, which are eafy 
and elegant, met with a general and juft approbation : they are much in Mr. Addifon's 
manner, but not equally clofe and ftrong. Their contexture is loofer, and they have 
the appearance of Addifon in an undrefs. While Mr. Budgeil was concerned in the 
Spectator, he wrote an humorous epilogue to Mr. Ambrofe Philips's DiftrefTed Mo- 
ther; and it was received with fuch uncommon applaufe, that it was called for by the 
audience during the whole run of that tragedy, and continued to be fpoken many 
years after, at the reprefentation of the fame play. The propriety of this epilogue, 
and of epilogues of the like kind, was attacked by a writer in the Spectator ; but the 
defence of it was undertaken, in the fame paper, by our Author himfelf, who was by 
no means fparing in the praifes of his own production (<?). Indeed he was not afhamed, 
during the reprefentation of the Diftrefled Mother, to fit in the pit and call for the 
epilogue. About this period Mr. Budgeil wrote feveral epigrams and fongs, which 
ranked him among the wits of the time; and, in conjunction with Mr. Addifon's known 
affeCtion for him, occafioned him to be generally noticed and carefTed. In 171 1, he 
fucceeded, by the death of his father, to the eftates of the family, which amounted to 
nearly nine hundred and fifty pounds a year, though fomewhat encumbered with debts. 
Mf. Budgeil, however, notwithftanding this acceffion of fortune, did not alter his 
mode of living. He adhered clofely to bufinefs, and gave general fttisfaCtion in the 
M difcharge of his office (f). When, in the interval between the conclufion of the feven 
firft volumes of the Spectator, and the refumption of that work, the Guardian was fet 
up, our Author is reprefented as having joined in it with Mr. Addifon and Sir Richard 
Steele. It is faid, we are told, in the preface, that the papers marked with an afterifk 
were written by Mr. Budgeil (g). But we are not able to fpecify them, as in the copy 
of the Guardian which is in our pofleffion, there is no preface, nor any papers marked 
with an aiterifk. In the year 17 14, our ingenious Writer publifhed a tranflation, from 
the Greek, of Theophraftus's Characters, Of this tranflation Mr. Addifon has fpoken 
in terms of great applaufe, in the thirty-ninth number of the Lover; and hath pointed 
out fome inftances of our Author's ingenuity and addrefs (£). The work was dedi- 
cated by Mr. Budgeil to the Earl of Halifax, who was his principal patron, and who 
honoured him with his friendfhip (/). 

The literary engagements of Mr. Budgeil did not prevent his attending with afli- 
duity and diligence to his official bufinefs. He rofe gradually in his office, till, upon 
the appointment of Mr. Addifon, in 17 14, to be principal Secretary to the Earl of Sun- 
derland, Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, our Author was promoted to be Undersecre- 
tary (£). He was made, likewife, chief Secretary to the Lords Juftices of Ireland, 
and Deputy Clerk of the Council in that kingdom. Thefe preferments, of which he 
took pofTellion in the latter end of the year 17 14, brought him into fuch notice, that 
he was eleCted a Member of the Irifli Parliament, where he became an able fpeaker. 
At a public entertainment, in the fame year, at the Inns of Court in Dublin, Mr. 
Budgeil, together with many perfons of diftinCtion, was made an honorary Bencher. 
When he firft entered on the Secretary's place, he lay under no fmall difficulties, from 
the obftinacy of fome Tory Clerks in the office, who refufed to ferve under him, fe- 
creted the books, and endeavoured to throw every thing into confufion. But he fur- 
mounted thefe embarrafiments with a refolution, affiduity, and ability, which gained 
him honour and applaufe. When the rebellion broke out, in 17 15, a great additional 
load of bufinefs devolved upon Mr. Budgeil. As no Tranfport-office, at that time, 
fubfifted in Ireland, he was charged with the care of the embarkation, and the pro- 
viding of Ihipping, for all the troops that were to be fent to Scotland. This is ufually 
the department of a field-officer. But though it was fo much out of the ordinary line 
of bufinefs, Mr. Budgeil went through it with ability and exaCtnefs. His conduCt, 
alfo, was fingularly difinterefted ; for he took no extraordinary fervice-money, and 
would not receive any gratuity or fees for the commiffions which pafied through his 
office for the colonels and officers of militia then raifing in Ireland. The Lords Juftices 
were defirous that a hand fome prefent fhould be made him for his diftinguifhed zeal 
and labour in this affair; but he generoufly and firmly refufed to draw up a warrant for 
that purpofe. When Mr. Addifon, in 17 17, became one of the principal Secretaries 
of State, he procured for Mr. Budgeil the place of Accomptant and Comptroller Ge- 
Vol, II. 8 N neral 
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neral of Ireland, which is worth four hundred pounds a year. ^ There were fome 
thoughts, at that time, of making him Under-lecretary to his relation and friend ; but 
it was deemed more Expedient for his Majefty's fervice, that he fhould continue to be 
(i) cibbcr, nbi employed in the Irifh affairs (I). 

I u * ra% Hitherto our Author's life appears to have been honourable, profperous, and happy. 

But, foon after, an event took place, which, in its coniequences, was very fatal to 
Mr. Budgell's peace, comfort, and fuccefs. On the 16th of April 17 17, Charles 
Duke of Bolton was declared Lord Lieutenant of Ireland (;/;). When his Grace went (m ) CoiiliwV 
over to that kingdom, he carried with him a Mr. Edward Webfter, who had been an JJ^jJjf 
under-clerk in the Treafury in England, and made him a Privy Counfellor and his prin- 1779.' 
cipal Secretary. This gentleman, it is faid, infilled upon quartering a friend upon the 
Under-lecretary, who had too high an opinion of his own talents and importance to bear, 
with patience, fuch unworthy treatment. He not only pofitively declared, that he 
would never fubmit to any fuch condition, but treated Mr. Webfter himfelf, his family, 
education, and abilities with the utmoft contempt. Nay, Mr. Budgell was fo indif- 
creet as to write a lampoon, in which the Lord Lieutenant was not fpared; and com- 
pleted his indifcretion by fuffering it to be publifhed, in oppofition to Mr. Addifon's 
opinion, who urged that it would be prejudicial both to his intereft and reputation. 
The difcontents and quarrels, at length, rofe to fuch a height, that the Duke of Bolton, 
in fupport of his Secretary, fuperfeded Mr. Budgell, and foon after got him removed 
from the place of Accomptant-general. It had been infinuated to our Author, that it 
might not be fafe for him to continue any longer in Ireland j and, therefore, having 
entrufted his papers and private concerns to the hands of his brother William, who was 
then a clerk in his office, he fet out for England. One of the firft things he did, after 
his arrival in this kingdom, was to wait upon Mr. Addifon, who had refigned thefeals, 
and was retired into the country on account of his health. But this gentleman found it 
impoflible to ftem the tide of oppofition which, through the influence and power of the 
Duke of Bolton, was every where running againft Mr. Budgell. Mr. Addifon difluaded 
him, therefore, in the ftrongeft manner, from publifiiing his Cafe, but without fuccefs. 
Our Author was too wife in his own efteem to follow the advice of his excellent friend. 
This gave great concern to Mr. Addifon ; who, however, obtained a promife from the 
Earl of Sunderland, that fomething fhould be done for Mr. Budgell, when the clamour 
againft him was abated. His old patron, the Earl of Halifax, was now dead; and the Earl 
of Orrery, who had a high efteem for our Author, being deftitute of court-favour, could 
procure him no redrefs. Upon the publication of his Cafe, which appeared, in 17 iS, 
under the title of c A Letter to Lord * * * *, from Euftace Budgell, Efq; Accompt- 
c ant-general of Ireland, and late Secretary to the Lords Juftices of that Kingdom/ 
eleven hundred copies were fold off in one day. He publifhed, likewife, in the Poft- 
Boyof January 17, 1718-19, an advertifement to juftify his character againft: a report 
which had been fpread to his difadvantage ; and he did not fcruple to declare in all 
companies, that the reafon why he did not attend his duty in the Irifh parliament was, 
that his life was attempted by his enemies. Indeed his paflions, about this time, had 
gained fo much the afcendency over him, that he was judged, by many of his friends, 

(*) cibbcr, uli to be nearly delirious (»). But whatever faults Mr. Budgell might be carried into, by 

for a , p. 6—3, t j ie exce f s of his vanity, fufpicion, and refentment, he feems to have been hardly 
treated. During the four years in which he held the places of Undersecretary to the 
Lord Lieutenant, anfi Secretary to the Lords Juftices, he had never been abfent four 
days from\his office, or ten miles from Dublin. His application was indefatigable, and 
the ftrength of his natural fpirits enabled him to go through any difficulties. It was 
not right that fo ingenious, able, and ufeful a fervant of the public fhould be deprived 
of his former emoluments, and expofed to the infolence of an upftart in power. Our 
Author's private conduit had likewife been difcreet, whilft he refided at Dublin. 
Though he lived in a genteel manner, he was, at the fame time, fo frugal as to fave a 
confiderable fum of money. He employed himfelf, alio, during his abode in Ireland, 
in colle&ing materials for the hiftory of that kingdom; in doing which, the eafy accefs 

(•) ibid. that he had to all the public offices gave him confiderable advantages (0). It is un- 
certain what progrefs he made in the -execution of this defign. The failure of it is now, 
perhaps, the lefs to be regretted, fince the appearance of Dr. Leland's excellent Hiftory. 
In the beginning of the year 17 19, Mr. Budgell wrote a pamphlet, which was well re- 
ceived by the public, againft the famous Peerage Bill ; but by this means he highly 
offended the Earl of Sunderland. The pamphlet was fo much approved of by the Op- 
pofition, that it procured our Author fome overtures of friendfhip from Mr. Robert 
Walpole. In the fame year, he fuftained an irreparable lofs, by the death of Mr. Ad- 
difon. This event gave a decifive blow to Mr, Budgell's fuccefs at Court ; though he 
ft ill continued to make attempts there, but was conftantly kept down by the weight of 
the Duke of Bolton. In the September of that year, he made a tour through part of 
France, and all the principal places of Flanders, Brabant, and Holland; and then went 
to Hanover, from Whence he returned to England, with his Majefty's retinue, in the 

/// it/A following November (p). 

Though 
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Though Mr. Budgell was difappointed in his various attempts to obtain fome em- 
ployment under the Crown, had it in his power, by the considerable fortune he was 
poffefled of, to have lived, if the reftleffnefs of his own mind would have permitted it, 
in eafe, independence, and dignity. But in 1720, he was feized with the aftonifhihg 
infatuation of that year, and loft twenty thoufand pounds in the South-Sea fcheme. 
This event brought him to the verge of ruin ; and the only confolation he had for his 
lofs, was his being very adtive in entering into the concerns and debates of the general 
courts of the Company. One fpeech, in particular, was fo well received, that it was 
afterwards printed both in French and Englifh, and ran to a third edition. In 1721, 
he publifhed, with fuccefs, a pamphlet, intitled, < A Letter to a Friend in the Country, 

* occafioned by a Report that there is a Defign forming by the late Directors of the 
c South-Sea Company, their Agents and Aflbeiates, to iffue the Receipts of the third 
f and fourth Subscriptions, at 1000/. per Cent., and to extort about ten Millions more 
c from the miferable People of Great Britain ; with fome Obfervations on the prefent 
c State of Affairs, both at home and abroad. 5 His next publication, which fpeedily 

patted through feven editions, was c A Letter to Mr. Law on his Arrival in England ( 9 ; cibber, 

Mr. BudgelJ's activity and ready elocution, in the tranfadtiuns and debates of the ge- M i u t ra * 
neral courts of the South-Sea Company, excited the notice, and procured the approba- 
tion of the Duke of Portland, whofe fortune had, likewife, been deftroyed in 1720* 
When, therefore, with a view of repairing, in fome degree, his lofs, that Nobleman 
was appointed Governor of Jamaica, he made an offer to our Author of going with 
him as hrs Secretary. His Grace, at the fame time, a flu red Mr. BudgelK that he 
propofed to have him conftantly with him ; that his houfe and table ftiould be as if they 
were his own , and that he refolved to live with him not as his mafter, but as his 
frjtudgtWs friend and brother (r). An offer fo generous was received by Mr. Budgell with fuit- 
pl;7^v, n pa.ti. able gratitude ; and finding, after enquiry, that it would not be difagreeable to the 
p. i37> 132. ' Duchefs of Portland, he told the Duke that he would follow his fortunes wherever he 
went, and devote all his poor capacity entirely to his fervice. This declaration was 
highly pleafing to his Grace; and our Author immediately fet himfelf to acquire the 
knowledge, and make the preparations, requifite for his new poft. But while he was 
thus engaged, he became an unhappy inftance of the implacability of court refentment* 
A Secretary of State was fent to the Duke of Portland, to acquaint him, that he might , 
take any man in England for his Secretary, excepting Mr. Budgell but that he muft 
( S J Ibid. p. 14a n ot take him (s). It is not furprifing that this unmanly and cruel treatment, for fuch 
we cannot but regard it, irritated a perfon of our Author's temper in the higheft degree. 
Among other expedients to bring himfelf into notice and confequence, he tried, at 
feveral places, to get into Parliament ; and completed his ruin, by ipending nearly five 
thoufand pounds in unfuccefsful attempts of. this kind. From henceforward his cha- 
racter and condudt took a very unhappy turn* He continually employed himfelf in 
writing virulent pamphlets againft Sir Robert Walpole and the Miniftry - y did, it is 
faid, many unjuft things with refpeft to his relations; and involved himfelf in a vaft 
number of law-fuits, which brought him into diftreffes that attended him to the end of 
his life. It was an unfortunate circumftance, that his brother William, who had fome 
afcendency over him, died in 1723 ; as from that time there was no one to whofe advice 
he paid any regard. In 1727, Mr. Budgell had a thoufand pounds given him by the 
Duchefs Dowager of Marlborough, to enable him to get into Parliament. He was 
related to the Duke by the mother's fide ; and the Duchefs knew that our Author had a 
talent of fpeaking; that he was acquainted with bufinefs ; and that he would probably 
run any lengths againft the Miniftry. This fcheme, however, failed of fuccefs (/). In ft) Clbter, 
the year 1730, and after that time, he united himfelf with the writers of the Craftfman, ubi f u P ra > p* 11 * 
and was a frequent contributor to that celebrated paper. He printed, likewife, a 
pamphlet, which ran to a ninth edition, intitled, c A Letter to the Craftfman, from 

* E. Budgell, Efq; occafioned by his late prefenting a humble Complaint againft the 
c Right Honourable Sir Robert Walpole ; with a Poftfcript/ This was followed by a 
< Letter to Cleomenes King of Sparta, being an Anfwer, Paragraph by Paragraph, to 
c his Spartan Majefty's Royal Epiftle, publifhed fome Time fince in the Daily Courant ; 
€ with fome Account of the Manners and Government of the ancient Greeks and Ro- 
« mans, and Political Reflections thereon/ Not long after came out c A State of the 
€ Author's Cafe before the Houfe of Lords, which relates to a Law-fuit between him 
c and Mr. William Piers, a Clergyman/ He publifhed, alfo, on the fame occafion, a 
pamphlet under the title of c Liberty and Property,' in which he complains of the 
ieizure and lofs of many valuable papers ; and particularly of a collection of letters from 
Mr. Addifon, the Earl of Halifax, Sir Richard Steele, and other eminent perfons. 
Thefe were intended by him for publication $ and it is to be regretted that the world 
was not only hereby deprived of an elegant entertainment, but of what might, perhaps, 
have added to the ftock of hiftorical knowledge. In 1732, came out the fecond part of 
1 Liberty and Property,' containing an account of his having been arrefted, by a bailiff, 
upon an unjuft adtion, and of the cruel manner in which he had been confined and 

ufed, for more than two days, at a fpunging-houfe (u). It was, we believe, upon this M cibber. 
occafion that Mr. Budgell profecuted the bailiff, pleaded his own cafe as a Barnfter, propeny"p a rt 
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and obtained a verdift, by which the bailiff was committed to the King's Bench prifon, 
ordered to pay full cofts of fuit, and five pounds damages (w). 

About the fame time, our Author publiftied a poem, dedicated to the Queen, upon 
his Majefty's journey to Cambridge and Newmarket. Another of his poetical produc- 
tions was c A Letter to his Excellency Ubrick D'Ypres, and C. > in anfwer 

c to his Excellency's two Epiftles in the Daily Courant; with a Word or two to Mr. 

c O/born the Hyp Dodtor, and C. (*).' All thefe feveral publications, though 

now fcarcely known, and, when they happen to be met with, deemed of little eftima- 
tion, were well received by the public j and moil of them pafied through a number of 
editions. It was in 1732 that Mr. Budgell gave to the world his c Memoirs of the 
€ Life and Character of the late Earl of Orrery, and of the Family of the Boyles \ a 
book which, being of an hiftortcal nature, ftill continues to be read, and to which we 
have had frequent occafion to refer, in the articles that relate to that illuftrious family. In 
the latter end of the fame year, our Author began a weekly pamphlet, called 1 The Bee/ 
which was ex traded, in a great meafure, from the News-papers (y) ; and comprehended, 
likewife, the purpofes of a Magazine. This was carried on till it amounted to about 
an hundred numbers (2). But, at length, in confequence of quarrelling with his 
bookfellers, and filling the pamphlet with his own perfonal difputes and concerns, he was 
obliged to drop the undertaking. During the progrefs of this work, Dr. Matthew 
Tindal died, by whofe will two thoufand one hundred pounds were left to Mr. Budgell. 
A bequefl fo extraordinary, fo difproportionate to Dr. TindaPs circumftances, fo inju- 
rious to his nephew (a), and fo contrary to his known intentions and condudl, furprifed 
the world, and excited an opinion that there had been fome unfair dealing in the mak- 
ing of the will. In the conteft that enfued between Mr. Nicholas Tindal and our Au- 
thor, many caufes of fufpicion appeared ; and, in the end, the will was fet afide (b). 
It is thought that Mr. Budgell had had fome concern in publifhing Dr. TindaPs 
6 Chriftianity as old as the Creation / and it was the Doctor's requeft, in his laft tefta- 
ment, that the fecond part of that performance, and his other pieces, collected into a 
volume, fhould be given to the public by our Author. This he frequently fpoke of 
doing, and of adding a Life of his deceafed friend j but he never carried his defigns into 
execution. As it was reported that Dr. Conybeare was rewarded with the Deanery of 
Chrift-church, for anfwering the firft part of 1 Chriftianity as old as the Creation,' Mr. 
Budgell ufed to fay, that he hoped that the Dean would live a little while longer, that 
he might have the pleafure, by the publication of the fecond part, . of making him a 
Bifhop. While the Bee was carried on, there appeared a fmart pamphlet, intitled, 
c A fhort Hiftory of Prime Minifters,' which was generally afcribed to our Author. 
He publifhed, likewife, c A Letter to the Merchants and Tradefmen of London and 
* Briftol, upon their glorious Behaviour againft the Excife-law (c).' 

After the extinftion of the Bee, Mr. Budgell became fo involved in law-fuits, and 
fo incapable of living in the manner he wifhed, and had always affetted to fupport (d)> 
that he was brought to a very unhappy fituation. He had gotten himfelf called to the 
bar, and attended fome time in the courts of law j but, it being too late in life for him 
to fucceed in the profeflion, he foon quitted it. At laft, his law-fuits having gone 
againft him, and being reduced to great difficulties, he determined to put an end to his 
own life ; a refoluti&n which was ftrengthened by the pride of his temper, and a difbe- 
lief of Revelation. Accordingly, on the fourth of May, 1737, taking a boat at So- 
merfet-ftairs, he ordered the waterman to fhoot the bridge ; and, whilft that was doing, 
threw himfelf overboard (<?). His body was found fome days afterwards, confiderably 
bruifed and disfigured. In his pockets, which had been filled with ftones, for the pur- 
pofe of finking the more readily, he had a bank note, a gold watch, feveral guineas 
in money, and a protection from Lord Orrery, as Secretary to that Nobleman (f). 
Mr. Budgell was never married, but had one natural daughter, whom, the morning 
before he deftroyed himfelf, he would have perfuaded to have accompanied him in that 
a&ion. The young lady, however, had no inclination to put an end to her own exift- 
ence. She afterwards a (Turned her father's name, and became an aftrefs at Drury- 
lane Theatre. Our Author left a flip of paper upon his bureau, in which were written 
thefe words : 

c What Cato did, and Addifon approved, 
1 Cannot be wrong (g).' 

But the affertion that Mr. Addifon gave his approbation to felf-murder, is wholly 
groundlefs. No fuch conclufion can be drawn from his reprefentation of the chara&er 
of Cato in his tragedy of that name. In the fupport of this chara&er, it was neceflary 
that the poet fhould make Cato fpeak and a6t in the manner which was luitable to his 
known principles and conduct. Befides, Mr. Addifon has endeavoured to obviate the 
ill effedts that mi^ht be fuppofed to arife from Cato's example, by putting into his 
mouth (whether with dramatic propriety or not, we do not determine) the following 
words, juft as he was dying: 

€ And yet methinks a beam of light breaks in 

€ On my departing foul. Alas, I fear 
3 f Fve 
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BUDGELL. BULL (John). 

' I've been too hafty. O ye powers that fearch 

c The heart of m^, and weigh his inmoft thoughts, 

f If I have done amifs, impute it not 

c The befl may err, but you are good, and - - Oh F 

As a writer, Mr. Budgell, where he doth not give a loofe to his vanity, has confi- 
derable merit. Though he is not argumentative or deep, he is ingenious and enter- 
taining ; and the elegance of his ftyle is worthy of the Addifonian fchool in which he 
was formed [£]. As a man, we cannot contemplate upon him without painful fenia- 
tions. But though the latter part of his life h unpleafant to read, it is not deflitute of 
moral inftru£lion. It affords a ftriking inftance to what fatal lengths any one may be 
carried by extravagant felf-opinion, violent refentment, ungoverned paffions in general, 
and the want of a fteady principle of virtue. Otherwife, it might have been in Mr. 
BudgeH's power, notwithftanding the difippointments of his ambition, and the ill- 
treatment he had met with, to have chofen an elegant private ftation, to have employed 
his abilities to valuable pOrpofes, to have formed the mod agreeable literary connec- 
tions, and to have led a life honourable, ufeful, and happy.] K. 
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[B] The elegance rf his ftyle, &C] Notwit lift an cl- 
ing Mr. Budgell's talents as a Writer, Mr. Pope has 
given Iiiin a place in the Dunciad (2), and has fati- 
rized him in feveral parts of his works (3). The 
fame gr<:a: poet, in allufion to the affair of Dr. Tin- 
dal, has the following lines ori our Author : 

1 Let Budgell charge low Grub-ftreet on my quill, 
■ And write whate'er he pleafe, except my Will.' 

An Epitaph and an Epigram, written by Mr. Bud- 
gell, deferve to be here inferted. The Epitaph was 
to the memory of a very fine young lady : 

• She was, fhe is, (what can there more be faid r) 

1 On Earth the firlt, in Heaven the fecorid Maid.' 

The Epigram was on a company of bad dancers to 
excellent mufic : 

* But ill the motion with the mufic fuits : 

k So Orpheus fiddled, and fo danced the Brutes.* 


Our Author had two brothers. Gilbert, the elder 
of them, wrote a pretty copy of verfes, in the eighth 
volume of the Spectator, which begins thus : 

* Conceal, fond man, conceal the mighty fmart, 
t Nor tell Corinna fhe has fired thy heart.' 

He had very promifing abilities in early life, but 
contracted a habit of excelfive drinking, owing, it is 
fuppofcd, to a disappointment in love. 

William Budgell, mentioned in the text, was Fel- 
low of New College, Oxford ; one of the Clerks in 
the Secretary's Office in Ireland ; Deputy Accompt- 
ant- general both to his brother and his fucceflor ; and 
Deputy to Mr. Addifon, as Keeper of the Records 
of Birmingham Tower. Had he not died young, it 
is thought that he would have made a considerable 
figure, as he was a man of underftanding, learning, 
and honour ; fteady in his conducl, and amiable in 
his temper {+): 


6ULL (John), a celebrated Mufician, and Doctor in that faculty, was defcended 
from a family of that name in Somerfetfhire, and born about the year 1563 (a). Hav- 
ing diieovered an excellent natural genius for Mufic, he was educated in that fcience, 
when very young, under Mr. William Blitheman, an eminent Mafter, and Organift of 
the chapel to Queen Elizabeth. On the ninth oY July 1586, he was admitted Bachelor 
of Mufic at Oxford, having exercifed that art fourteen years (Z>) ; and, we are told (<:), 
he would have proceeded in that Univerfity, c had he not met with clowns and rigid 
c Puritans there, that could not endure Church-Mufic.' Some time after, he was cre- 
ated Doctor of Mufic at Cambridge; but in what year is uncertain, there being a 
deficiency in the regifter (d). In 1591, he was appointed Organift of the Queen's 
chapd, in the room of Mr. Blitheman, deceafed 5 and on the feventh of July, the year 
following, he was incorporated Doftor of Mufic at Oxford (e). He was greatly ad- 
mired for his fine hand on the organ as well as for his compofitions ; feveral of 
which have been long fince publifhed in mufical collections [5] ; befides a large num- 
ber 
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[A] He vj as greatly admired for his fine hand on the 
organ.] Here we lhall fct down the following little 
itorv, taken out of one of our Hillorians (1) of thofe 
times. On the i6th of July 1607, the King and 
Prince Henry, with many of the nobility, and other 
honourable perfons, dined at Merchant-Taylor's 
Hall> it being the eledlion-day of their Mafter and 
Wardens; when the Company's Roll being offered to 
his Majeily, he faid, he was already free of another 
Company, but that the Prince mould grace them with 
the acceptance of his freedom, and that he would 
himfelf fee, when the garland was put on his head ; 
which Was dorie accordingly. During their ftay, 
they were entertained with a great variety of Mufic, 
both voices and iaftruments, and with feveral fpeeches. 
And while the King fat at dinner, Dr. Bull, * who 
■ was free of the Company, being in a cittizens 
' crown e, cappe, and hood, played mojl excellent mi r 
■ 4 kd'le uppo/i a fmall payrcof organs, placed there for 
« that purpofe only.' To which may be added what 
Mr. Wood affirms (2), that he ivas fo much admired 
for his dextrous hand on the organ, that many thought 
there was mere than man in him. 

I B J Some of his- compofitions have been long Jtnce pub- 
lifhed in mufical collu c lio?is.] As, I. Parthenia, or, 
* Vol. II. 


(3) Wood, tbli. 

(4) Mr. John 

Ward's Lives of 


The Maiden-head of the firjl Mufic, that ever was 
printed for the Virginals : Compofed by three famous 
Mafters ; William Byrd, Dr. John Bull, and Or- 
lando Gibbons, Gentlemen of her Majefties ChappeL 
This book was printed at London in folio, but with- 
out any date, and was the prime book, for many 
years, that was ufed by learners and others that exer- 
cifed their hands on that inftrument. It contains 
twenty-one leffons, taken off from copper-plates (3); 
of which thofe from nine to fifteen inclufive were made 
by Dr. Bull (4). Mr. Ward tells us (5), he has feen 
another edition of this book, dated 1659, with the £ a p^££ es of f 
words cum privilegio underneath, though the two laft Greihamtcol-* 
figures feem to have been altered ; nor was that time lege, Lond. 
at all fuited to publiih works of this kind, while the i74°* p-*oji 
affairs of the nation vVere in fuch diforder. II. The (5) Ibid* 
firjl book of jeleBed Cburch-Mufic, conjifting of Services 
and Anthems, fuch as are novo ufed in the Cathedrall 
and Collegiat Churches of this Kingdom ; never before 
printed; Collecled out of divers approved Authors, by 
John Barnard, one of the Minor Canons of the Cathe- 
dral! Church of St . Paul, London. London, 1641, in 
folio. In this collection the Anthem, Deliver me, O 
God, fol. 123, is afcribed to Dr. Bull. 111. The di- 
vine Services ead Anthems ufually Jung in the Cathedrals, 
? Q and 
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(f) Ward, ubi 
fupra, p. ZOO— 
202. 

(g) Wood, ibid. 


BULL (John). 


ber in manufcript, that made a part of the curious and valuable collection of Mufic, 
lately repofited in the library of Dr. Pepufch. Upon the eftablifhment of Grefham- 
College, Dr. Bull was chofen the firfl: Profeifor of Mufic there, about the beginning of 
March 1596, through the recommendation of Queen Elizabeth and not being able to 
fpeak in Latin, he was permitted to deliver his ledlures altogether in Englifli ; which 
practice, fo far as appears, has been ever fince continued, though the profeiTors of that 
icience have been all men of learning. In 1601, his health being impaired, fo that he 
was unable to perform the duty of his place, he went to travel, having obtained leave to 
fubftitute, as his deputy, Mr. Thomas Birde, Ion of Mr, William Birde, one of the 
gentlemen of Her Majefty's chapel. He continued abroad above a year ; during which 
interval, probably, happened the remarkable ltory related of him by Anthony Wood 
(f) [C]. After the death of Queen Elizabeth, our Profeflbr became chief Organift to 
King James I. (g) ; and December the twentieth the fame year, he refigned his Profef- 
forfhip of Greffoam- College ; but for what reafon is not known (£). In 16 13, he again 
left England, induced, probably, by the declining reputation of Church-Mufic [D], 

which 


(h) Ward, ibid. 

p. 201. 


(6) So fays Mr. 
Wood, ubi fupra, 
col. 73- But 
Mr. Ward (ubi 
fupra), though 
he confefle'; he 
ha? not feen the 
book, lays, in 
folio. 

(7) Ubi fupra, ' 


(3) Ward, ubi 
fupra , p, zoo, 
201, 


and Collegiate Choirs, in the Church of England ; col- 
lected by James Clifford, Petty Canon of St. Paul's, 
and fometimss Chorifter of Magdalen-College in Oxford. 
Lond. 1663. in o&avo (6). Some of Dr. Bull's 
pieces are inferted in this collection at p. 36. 137. 
187, tiff. 

[C\ A remarkable Jlory related of him by Anthony 
Wood.] The ftory, as that Biographer tells it (7), 
is this : 'Dr. Bull took occafion to go incognito into 
1 France and Germany. At length, hearing of a 

* famous Mafician belonging to a certain cathedral 

* (at St. Omers, as I have heard), he applied himfclf 
€ as a novice to him, to learn fomething of his fa- 

* culty, and to fee and admire his works. This 
■ Mufician, after fome difcourfe had pafTed between 
4 them, conducted Bull to a veftry, or mufic-fchool, 
' joining to the cathedral, and fhewed to him a leflbn 
' or fong of forty parts, and then made a vaunting 

* challenge to any perfon in the world to add one 

* more part to them ; fuppofing it to be fo complete 

* and full, that it was impoffible for any mortal man 

* to correct, or add to it. Bull thereupon defiring 

* the ufe of ink and ruled paper (fuch as we call mu- 

* Ileal paper), prayed the Mufician to lock him up in 

* the fchool for two or three hours ; which being 

* done, not without great difdain, by the Mufician; 

* Bull, in that time, or lefs, added forty more parts 
' to the faid lefibn or fong. The Mufician thereupon 

* being called in, he viewed, tried it, and re-tried 
e it. At length he burft out into great extafy, and 

* fwore by the great God, that he that added thofe 
€ f ori y parts mujl either be the Devil or Dr. Bull, 

* Whereupon Bull making himfelf known, the Mu- 

* fician fell down, and adored him. Afterwards 

* continuing there, and in thofe parts, for a time, he 
' became fo much admiffed, that he was courted to 

* accept of any place or preferment, fuitable to his 

* profeflion, either within the dominions of the Em- 
i peror, King of France, or Spain. But the tidings 
< of thefe tranfa£lions coming to the Englifh Court, 
1 Queen Elizabeth commanded him home.' That 
part of the ftory relating to the forty parts faid to have 
been added by Dr. Bull in two or three hours, has 
been rejected by our beft artifls in Mufic, as a thing 
wholly improbable. And the account they give, as 
handed down to them by tradition, is this ; that the 
lefTon or fong, when delivered to the Doctor, con- 
fifted of fx teen parts, to which he added four others. 
This, confidering the fulnefs of the piece before, 
and the fliortnefs of the time, in which he made 
thofe additions, is efteemed by them an extraordinary 
performance, and what might juftly occafion the 
greater! furprife in the Mufician, upon the fir it fight 
of it (8). 

[D] The declining fate of Church- Mufic] It is 
well known that Church-Mufic, for which the Doc- 
tor was fo efpecially celebrated, had received a very 
great change by the Reformation, the Motettis of 
Saints, A<ves, Salves, and the like, being all reject- 
ed, where that prevailed. In the Church of Eng- 
land, the matter of it was adapted to the Liturgy. 
And the Lutherans feem to have gone much the fame 
length in retaining the* folemn fervice, though with 
more initruments and variety of harmony. But the 
Calvinifts, at the fame time, wholly excluded this 
fervice, and fubflituted a metrical pfalmody inftead of 
alternate and antiphonical chanting, which by de- 


grees obtained in our Englifh churches ; fo that the 
former was kept up only in the colleges, cathedrals, 
and royal chapels, from which alfo attempts were 
made by fome courtiers in the time of Queen Eliza- 
beth to get it removed, had fihe not prevented it by 
her Injunction (9). However, that our moft cele- 
brated compofers of Church-Mufic till that time flou- 
rimed in her reign, is acknowledged by a noted au- 
thor upon this fubject. t Since the time, fays he (10), 

* that the old Primate of England Theodore, with 

* his affiitant Adrian the Monk, firfl: eflablifned the 

* fkillful ufe of Mufic throughout all the Saxon-Eng- 

* lilh Churches; and the good old Bifhop Puttaof 
1 Rocheftcr, being driven from his diocefe by the 
4 Mercians, thought it no difparagement to go about 

* the churches, and teach them choral harmony; 

* many, doubtlefs, have excelled from time to time in 

* this faculty among us : yet none, that we know of, 

* have committed ought to fcore, which would be 

* much ufeful, or pleafing to the ears of our age, till 
1 Queen Elizabeth. Her reign brought forth a no- 
c ble birth, as of all learned men, fo of famous 

* compofers in Church-Mufic * This was very pro- 
bably owing to the encouragement given by that 
Princefs to this art in common with others, as well 
by her example as favour ; for fhe was not only a 
lover of Mufic, but likewife (killed in it herfelf. 
And therefore Richard Mulcafter, then Matter of 
Merchant-Taylor's fchool, paid her an handfome 
compliment on that account in the following verfes : 

Regia majeftas, astatis gloria noftrce, 
Hunc in deliciis femper habere folet; 

Nec contenta graves aliorum audire labores, 
Ipfa etiam egrcgie voce manuque canit (1 1). 

That is, 

STAc Queen, the glory of our age and ijle, 
With royal favour bids this fcience fmile ; 
Nor hears Jhe only others laboured lays, 
But, art if -like, herfelf both fngs and plays. 

But notwithstanding there were many artifts of that 
profeflion, who were then very eminent both for their 
fkill and compofitions, the efteem of that fcience be- 
gan to fink very much in the following reign ; fo 
that feveral matters, in pubfifhing their compofitions, 
complain of the great want of court-patrons at that 
time, and therefore dedicate their works to one an- 
other (12). 

*** [Several circum fiances concur in proving, that 
Bull had great power both in the compofition and the 
performance of mufic. It appears, from the long lift of 
his mufical pieces given by Dr. Ward, that he was 
equally excellent in vocal and inftrumental harmony. 
From fome of the leflbns in the Parthenia, it feems that 
he poflefTed a power of execution on theharpfichord, far 
beyond what is generally conceived of the malters of 
that time. Bull's Lcfibns, in the eftimation of Dr. 
Pepufch, were fo excellent, not only for harmony 
and contrivance, but for air and modulation, that 
the poaor preferred them to thofe of Couperin, Scar- 
lotti, and other modern compofers Many of thefe 
LefTons were fo very difficult, that there were fcarcely 
any matters, in Dr. Pepufch's time, who were capa- 
ble of playing them. When that gentleman married 
the famous opera finger, Signora Margarita De 
3 L' Pine, 


(9) MS. Dr. Pe- 
pufch ap. Ward, 
iL\ p. zoi. 

(10) In the De- 
dication ot The 
firfl B >ok of fe- 
letled Church 
Mufic, &c. See 
the title at 
length in the 
remark [C], 


(11) In a Poem 
prefixed to a 
book imitled 
Difcantus cantfo* 
Ties, qua ab ar- 
gument facrte 
'vocantur, quirt- 
que et fcx far* 
tmm: Autoribut 
Thoma Tallifo et 
Gulielmo Birdo, 
Angl'n, Sec. 
J 57 5, quarto 
oblongo, 


(ii) Ward, ib. 
p. 202. 


(t) Communi- 
cated by Dr. 


BULL (John). BULL (George). 
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which at this time had not that regard paid to it, that had been formerly. He went di- 
rectly into the Netherlands, where, about Michaelmas the fame year, he was received 
into the fervice of the Archduke (/) ; and Mr. Wood fays (k)> he died at Hamburgh, (k j ibid. 
or (as others, who remember him, have faid) at Lubeck. His pifture is yet preferved 
in the Mufic-Sehool at Oxford, among other famous ProfelTors of that fcience, which 


hang round the room. 


(13) Sir John 
Havvkin^s 
Hiftov> ot Mu- 
fic, Vol, iii. 

p. 322. 

(14) Remarks, 
&c - P- 54* 55- 

(15) EfTay on 
Mufical Expref- 
fion, p. 215, 
216, third edi- 
tion. 


(16) Remarks 
on Avifon, ubi 
fupra. 


(17) Hawkins, 
iioifupra f 
p. 310. 


L' Pine, who had a very fine hand on the harpfichord, 
he infpired her with the fame fentiments of Bull that 
he himfelf had long entertained, and prevailed upon 
her to practife our mufical ProfefTor's LefTons ; in 
which fhe fucceeded fo well, as to excite the curiofity 
of numbers to hear her. One of the LefTons could 
not be gone through in lefsthan twenty minutes (13). 

Dr. Hayes, in his Remarks on Avifon, fpeaks of 
Bull in high terms. He calls him * that prodigy of 

* a man, who was not only an excellent compofcr, 
' but perhaps the greateft performer on the organ in 
€ Europe (14).' Mr. Avifon, however, ridicules 
Dr. Hayes for his admiration of Bull, and laughs at 
the itory related, from Anthony Wood, in note [C] 

(15) . Indeed, we cannot but agree with our learn- 
ed predecefTor, in conlidering it as highly impro- 
bable. 

With regard to the declining Hate of church-mufic 
in England, Dr. Hayes afcribes it to the breaking 
out of the rebellion againft King Charles the Firft 

(16) . But there is fufficient evidence of this declen- 
sion's having begun long before that period. So 
early as 1572, John Bofwell, in a book intided 

* Workes of Armorie/ ufes this exclamation : 

* What fay I ? Mafic, one of the feven liberal fci- 

* ences ; it is almoft banifhed the realme. If it were 
' not the Queenes Majefty that did favour that excel- 

* lente fcience, finging-men and chorifters might go 

* a-begging, together with their matter the player on 
c the organes (17).' Though it doth not appear that 
James the Firlt either underftood or loved mufic, he 
was difpofed to give it fome encouragement. After 
the example of Charles the Ninth of France, who had 
inftituted a Mufical Academy, he incorporated, by 
his letters patent, the 'Muficians of London; and 
they flill continue to. be a Society and a Corporation. 
€ By this aft of regal authority, fays Sir John Haw- 

< kins, the only one of the liberal Sciences that con- 

< ferred the degree of Doclor, was itfelf degraded, 


' and put upon a footing with the loweft of the me- 
c chanic arts ; and, under the protection of their 

* charter, the Honourable Fraternity of Muficians of 
1 the city of London derive the fole and exclufive 
' privilege of fiddling and trumpeting to the Mayor 

* and Aldermen, and of fcrambling for the fragments 

* of the city feaft (18).' 
Whatever might be the caufe of Dr. Bull's quit- 
ting England, he had not the fame reafons which 
others of his profeflion had, to complain of being 
flighted. He fucceeded Tallis in the Chapel-royal, 
in January 1585-6. In 1604, his falary for the Cha- 
pel duty had been augmented. Befldes his other pre- 
ferments, he was at the head of Prince Henry's Mu- 
ficians, with an appointment of forty pounds a yeaf. 
It is probable, likewife, that Dr. Bull was not only 
one of the Organifts, but a Gentleman of the Cha- 
pel (19). 

Sir John Hawkins has publifhed two Canons of 
Dr. Bull's. The firft is for four voices of two parts 3 2a 
in one, rcSle et retro ; that is, to be fung both back- 
ward and forward. The fecond is for five voices in 
two parts, rc&e et retro, et per Arjin et Thejin. This, 
therefore, was not only to be performed both back- 
ward and forward, but fo to be fung as that one part 
afcended while the other defcended. Thefe two Ca- 
nons are given, in the manufcripts from which they 
are taken, in a triangular form, with a view of exhi- 
biting the fingularity of their contexture, and the 
mutual relation and various progreflions of the feveral 
founds. In this form they are publifhed by Sir John 
Hawkins; who, left the representation mould appear 
too enigmatical, hath added the refolution of each 
Canon in fcore (20). It is manifell, from thefe cir- 
cumftances, that the falfe and fanciful tafte of King 
James the Firit's reign had reached to mufic, as well 
as to other arts and fciences, and other modes of 
compofition.] K, 
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(19) Ibid. 
p. 320, 321, 


(20) Hlft. of 
Mufic, Vol. ii # 
p. 366—371, 


{b) N el Ion's 
Life of Or. G. 
Bull, vli fupi'0 % 
P. 7— 


fi) Life of Dr. 
George Bull, 
&c. by Robert 
Nelfon, Efqj 
Lond. 1 7 1 3, 
%vq, p. 8. 


BULL (George), Bifliop of St. David's, was born In the parifti of St. Cuthbcrt, 
at Wells in Somerfetfhire, the twenty-fifth of March 1634 (a). He was defcended 
from an ancient and gentee] family, feated at Shapwick in that county. Our Prelate's 
father, Mr. George Bull [/tf], dedicated his ion to the Church from his infancy^ haying 
declared at the font, that he defigned him for Holy Orders. He died when young 
George was but four years old, and left him under the care of guardians, with an eftate 
of two hundred pounds per annum. When he was fit to receive the firft rudiments of 
learning, he was placed in a grammar fchool at Wells, from whence he was ibon re- 
moved to the free fchool of Tiverton in Devonfhire ; where he made a very quick pro- 
grefs in clafikal learning [5], and became qualified for the Uhiverfity at fourteen years 
of age (b). He was entered a Commoner of Exeter-College in Oxford, the tenth of 
July 1648 (c), under the tuition of Mr. Baldwin Ackland. And though he loft much 
of the time he fpent at the Univerfity, in the purfuit of pleafures and diverfions ; yet, 


(a) Wood, Ath. 
Oxon. Vol. ii. 
col. 954.. and 
The Life of Dr. 
George Bull, 
£fc. by Robert 
Nelfon, Efq; 
Lond. 1713, 
8x'o. p. 6. 


(c) Wood, ubi 
fupra. 


[J] His father, Mr, George BulL] Pie was fe- line of this ancient family beino* extinct, the eltafe 

cond Ton of* William Bull, Efq; who had ten fons devolved, upon Mrs. Eleanor DAddingtqn, fole hejrefs 

and eight daughters ; fo that, by - reafon ihe. family of, Henry Bull, , Efcj; , of fJhapwiclc, '^and wife of 

was fo numerous, he was bred to a trade in Wells, George Doddington, Efq; member of Parliament, 

and became a principal member in that .corporation, in Queen Anne's reign, for the borough of Bri<£g- 

The fettling him in the world affer this manner was , wajter^ and, onp . 0,1 the lyords ,Commi(noners of tie 

contrary to his own inclinations, which led him to a Admiralty. 

learned education : but the choice of his parents de- [j5] He made a very quick progrefs in clajficat Uqtft- 

termined him another way, in which he fucceeded j Mr. Samuel Butler, the Mafter of Tiverton 

much better than perfons ufually do who engage fchool, was very eminent in his profeflion, being an 


ao-ainlt the bent of their difpofitions. « 1 venture, 
<to favs Mr. Nelfon (1), to call him a good man, be- 

< caufe the memory that is iUU preferved of him i|- 

< prefenteth him, as a perfon that , was very qonfq- 
■ entious in his dealing, and very pious. towards God ; 


excellent Grammarian both in Latin ancl Greek," and 
very diligent in the care and obfervation of his fcho- 
Jars. It was his ufual method, vvnen h^e gave Ivs 
boys themes for verfes, to pr$£s, them ;o exert them- 
selves and do their belt, becaufe, he judged how far 


and when he left off his trade, which he was neyqr ^ach, hoy's capacity would carry him : but he always 

told George Bufll, that, he expefted Tromj him verfes 
like thofe of ,Q^d, becaufe, faid He ? « I know you 
can dp it j fufRcien^ly intimating thereby, that his 
fcholar had a capacity and genius that enabled him 
to excel in fucb, ejeercifes (2). 


well pleafed with, becaufq.-.it diverted him fr 9m 
Holy Orders, which he chiefly coveted, he .gave 
conliderable charities to the poor; and after hay- 
ing been twice Mayor of the city of Wells, became 
a benefa&or to the corporation/ The dirqdt male r 


by 


(2) Ibid. p. 10 , 
J t. 
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BULL (George). 


(d) Life, 
p. 11 — 15. 

(e J Wood, ibid. 


by the help of Logic, which he mattered with little labour, and a clofe way of reafon- 
ing, which was natural to him, he foon gained the reputation of a fmart difputant, and 
as fuch was taken notice of and encouraged by his luperiors, particularly Dr. Conant, 
Reftor of the College, and Dr. Prideaux, Biftiop of Worceiter, who at that time refided 
in Oxford. At the Univerfity Mr. Bull began his acquaintance with Mr. Clifford, 
afterwards Lord High Treafurer (d) [C]. He continued in Exeter-College till Janu- 
ary 1649(f); at which time, having refufed to take the oath to the Commonwealth 
of England [D], he retired, with his tutor Mr, Ackland, who had fet him the example, 
to North-Cadbury in Somerfetfhire ; where he continued under the care of that good 
and able man, till he was about nineteen years of age. This retreat gave him an oppor- 
tunity of frequent converfe with one of his fillers, whofe good fenfe, and pious admoni- 
tions, weaned him entirely from all youthful vanities, and influenced him to a ferious 
(f)ib. P . 17,18. profecution of his ftudies (f). And now, by the advice of his friends and guardians, he 
put himfelf under the care of Mr. William Thomas (g), Reftor of Ubley in Somerfet- 
fhire [£], in whofe houfe he boarded, with fome of his filters, for the fpace of two years. 
It is true, he received little or no affiftance, or real improvement* in the ftudy of Divinity 
from that gentleman ; but the acquaintance he had an opportunity of contracting with Mr. 
Thomas's fon [i 7 ], made him fome amends for the lofs of time undfcr fuch a direftor. 
For till now Mr. Bull had applied himfelf entirely to the reading little fy Items of Divini- 
ty, fuch as Wollebius\\ but, his judgment being ripened, he grew more and more out of 
conceit with that fort of Theology, and began to ftudy Hooker, Hammond, Taylor^ Epif- 
copius, &c. with which his friend, Mr. Samuel. Thomas, fupplied him [G]. Soon 
after he had left Mr. Thomas, he entertained thoughts of entering into Holy Orders, and 
for that purpofe applied himfelf to Dr. Skinner, the ejedted Biihop of Oxford^ by whom he 
was ordained Deacon and Prieft in the fame day [H], being at that time but twenty-one 
years of age [/]. Not long after, he accepted the fmall benefice of St. George's near Bri- 


(g) .Anthony 
Wo )d tells 
he was put unde^ 
the caie of Mr. 
Henry Jeanes, 
Redlor or Ched- 
zey in Sormr;et- 
Hire: But Mr. 
N el fon fays nd- 
thing or that 
gentlemari. 


(3) Life of Dr. 
George Bull, 
&c. by Robert 
Nelfun, Efq; 
Lond. 1717, 
%-vo, p. 15, 


(4) lb\d t p. 15, 


[C] He became acquainted with Mr. Clifford, after- 
wards Lord High-Trcafurer . ] The greacnefs of Mr. 
Bull's friend was attended with no advancement to 
his fellow collegiate ; though Mr. Nelfon tells us (3), 
he was informed, that his Lordfhip did make fome 
attempts to procure Mr. Bull preferment, and parti- 
cularly folirited the Lord-Keeper Bridgman for a 
prebend of Gloucefter : but, probably, no vacancy 
happened in the Church during my Lord's fhort reign 
of favour. Befides, Mr. Bull living at a diftance 
from Court, and not understanding the art of in- 
triguing for preferment, might eafily be forgotten by 
a great man, who could not want for fuch as were 
perpetually foliming his favour. 

[D] He refufed to take the oath to the Commonwealth 
cf England*] Mr. Bull had not been admitted two 
years in Exeter-college, before the Engagement was 

. impofed upon the nation by a pretended Act of Par- 
liament, which patted in January 1649. The kingly 
office being abolifhed Upon the beheading of King 
Charles!., it was declared, that for the time to come 
England mould be governed as a commonwealth by 
Parliament ; and this oatn was prepared, and ordered 
to be taken by the fubjecls, That they would he true 
and faithful to the Commonwealth of England, as it was 
then eftablijhed,, without a .King or Houje of Lords* 
Whoever refufed to take this engagement, was dif- 
qualified thereby from holding any place or office in 
the Church or in State; and they who had no em- 
* payments to lofe, were to be deprived of the benefit 
t of the Law, and to t>e difal^led from fuing in any 
Court. There was great zeal fhewn in feveral places 
to procure this acknowledgment and fubmiflion from 
the people to this new gbVcrrirticnt ; and among 
othcrsj all the members of the Univcrfities were 
fummoned to appear, and take the appointed oath. 
' Our young ftudent appeared upon this occaiion, and 
"^gnalized himfelf by refilling to take it. The fe- 
"vfral HvporHefes that were then ftarted to make men 
cafy under a change of government, which' was' di- 
recily contrary to the national tdnftitutioni could not 
prevail upon him to comply. 1 Neither the argument 
'cf Providence, nor prefent pofTeftion, nor the advan- 
tages of protection, which were all pleaded in thofe 
times, were ftrong enough to influence a mind that 
titas early determined to be conftant in his duty to the 
Church and the King (4.). 

1 [E] Mr. William Thomas, Rrtibr \f Ubley in, Sb- 
nierfetjhire.] ' This gentleman then was in great repu- 
tation for his piety, and cftecmed one of the Chief 
MinihVrs' oi* his time in the neighbourhood where he 
Jived. He was always reckoned a Puritan, and 
clofed with the Prelbyterian meafures in 1642, and 
was appointed an afliftant to the Commiffioners for 


ejecting fuch whom they called fcandalous, ignorant, 
and inefficient Minilters and Schoolmafters. He 
lived to be ejected himfelf for Non -conformity, and 
died in 1667 (5). (5) ffM? P* "i 

[F] Mr. Thomas's fon.] Mr. Samuel Thomas was *3« 
a perfon of a very valuable character for his piety and 
learning. He was afterwards Chaplain at Chrilt- 
Church in Oxford, Vicar of Chard in Somerfetlhire, 
and Prebendary of Wells. The friendship contracted 
between this gentleman and Mr. Bull was afterwards 
cultivated by many mutual kind offices ; and when 
they were at a diftance, it was fupported by a fre- 
quent correfpondence (6). (6) Ibii* 

[G] With which Mr. Samuel Thomas fupplied 

him.] This he did at the hazard of his father's dif- 
pleafure : for the old gentleman had a watchful eye 
over Mr. Bull, and never found any of thefe books 
in his ftudy without difcovering vifible marks of his 
anger and refentment. For being well acquainted 
with his fon's principles, and with the intimate cor- 
refpondence there was between them, he eafily gue/Ted 
from what quarter Mr. Bull was provided with fo 
much Heterodoxy, and would often fay, My fon will 

corrupt Mr. Bull (7 ). (; ) tbid. p. 24. 

[H] He was ordained Deacon /thd Prieft the fame 
day.] The Biihop, though he was willing to ordain 
Mr. Bull, yet refufed to give him, or any others, 
Letters of Orders under his own hand and feal, for 
this prudential reafon, becaufe he was apprehenfive 
fome ill ufe might be made of them, if they fell into 
the hands of the powers which then prevailed, who 
had made it criminal for a Biihop to confer holy Or- 
ders ; but at the fame time he aflured him, that when 
the ancient Apoftolical Government of the Church 
fhould be reitored, which he did not queftion but a 
little time would bring about, his Letters of Orders 
fhould be fent to him, in what part focvef of the na^ 
tion he then lived ; which was accordingly punctually 
complied with upon the reftoration of King Charles 

(8) • (8) Mf, p. 16. 

[I] — Being at that time but twenty - one years of 
age.] It is true, this was much fhort of that age, 
which is required by the Canons of the Church in 
candidates for the Priefthood. But Mr. Bull, upon 
his examination, acquitted himfelf fo pei feet ly well, 
that though the Biihop was rightly informed as to 
that circumftance, yet he was pleafed to fay, that the 
Church wanted perfons qualified as he was, and that 
he could not make too much halle, when his pains 
and labour might be of fuch importance ; that as to 
the Canons, they could not be oblerved flrictly in 
fuch times of difficulty and diilrefs, and that he did 
difpenfe with his want of canonical age as much as 

in him lay (9). (9)^. p. 17. 
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(b) Life, fif* 

p. 18—30, 


ftol [A'] ; where, by his conftant preaching twice every Sunday [L], the method he 
took in governing his parifh [M], his manner of performing Divine Service [TV], his 
exemplary life, and great charities, he entirely gained the affedtions of his flocks and was 
very rnftrumental in reforming his parilh, which he found over-run with Quakers and 
other wild Se&arifts (b). Whilft he remained^Minifter of this parifh, the providence of 
God wonderfully interpofed for the prefervation of his life: for his lodgings being near 
a powder-mill, Mr. Morgan, a gentleman of the parifh, reprefented to him the danger 
of his fituation, and at the fame time invited him to his own houfe. Mr. Bull, at firft* 
modeftly declined the offer, but after fome importunity accepted it; and, not many 
days after his removal to Mr. Morgan's, the mill was blown up, and his apartment with 


[AT] He accepted the fmall benefice of St. George s s, 
near BrifioL] He the rather accepted it, becaufe, the 
income being very inconfiderable, it was very likely 
he would be fuffered to refide without any difturbance 
from the men of thofe times, who would not think it 
worth their while to perfecute and difpoffefs him for 
30/. a year. Before he fettled at this place, he met 
by accident with one of his godfathers, Mr. Hall a 
clergyman, who acquainted him with the declaration 
his father had made when he was baptized ; which 
gave him no fmall pleafure and fatisfaction, in that he 
had fulfilled the intention of his father from the bent 
of his own inclination and free choice, without having 
ever till that time received the leaft intimation con- 
(10) Life, &c. cerning it (10). 

p,2 9* [£] His conftant preaching twice every Sunday,'] A 

little accident, foon after his coming to this living, 
contributed very much to the eftablifhing of his re- 
putation as a preacher. One Sunday, when he had 
begun his fermon, as he was turning over his bible to 
explain fome texts of Scripture, which he had quoted, 
it happened that his notes, contained in feveral fmall 
pieces of paper, flew out of his Bible into the middle 
of the church ; upon which many of the congregation 
fell into laughter, and concluded that their young 
preacher would be non-pluffed for want of materials : 
but fome of the more fober and better-natured fort 
gathered up the fcattered notes, and carried tjiem to 
him in the pulpit. Mr. Bull took them, and perceiv- 
ing that moll of the audience, confiding chiefly of 
fea- faring perfons, were rather inclined to triumph 
over him under that furprize, he clapped them into 
his book again, and fhut it, and then, without refer- 
ring any more to them, went on with the fubject he 

(n) lb, p. 30, had begun (11). It happened once, while he was 

31. preaching, that a Quaker came into the church, and 

in the middle of the fermon cried out, George, come 
dovun, thou art a falfe prophet and an hireling ; 
whereupon the parifhioners, who loved their minifter 
exceedingly, fell upon the poor Quaker with fuch 
fury, as obliged Mr. Bull to come down out of the 
pulpit to quiet them, and to fave him from the effects 
of their refentment. After they were fomewhat pa- 
cified, Mr. Eull began to expoftulate with the Quaker 
concerning his mi (behaviour : but the people perceiv- 
ing the filly enthufiaft to be perfectly confounded, and 
not able to fpeak a word of fenfe in his own defence, 
fell upon him a fecond time with fuch violence, that 
had not Mr. Bull by great intreaties prevailed upon 
them to fpare him, and to be fatisfied with turning 
him out of the church, he would hardly have efcaped 
with his life: after which Mr. Bull went up again 

fix) Ik p. 31— into his pulpit, and finifhed his fermon (12). 

J4-. [Af] The method he took in governing his parijh.] 

He did not content himfelf only with preaching to 
his flock on Sundays, and vifiting the fick ; but he 
, went from houfe to houfe, vifiting the rich and poor 
without diftinction, not to gratify their civil invita- 
tions, or his own diverfion, but to be ferviceable to 
them in a matter of the greateft importance, the fal- 
vation of their fouls. And therefore upon thefe oc- 
cafions the time was not trifled away in empty talk ; 
but his difcourfe was fuited to the feveral exigencies 
of thofe he converfed with. By this means he be- 
came acquainted with the ftate of their fouls, and was 
thereby the better enabled to adapt his public dif- 
courfes to the wants of his flock; befides, that this 
practice gave him an opportunity of thoroughly un- 
demanding the neceffities of thofe that were really 
poor, whom he conftantly relieved either from his own 
charity, or the bounty of thofe who fupplied him 
upon all fuch occafions. There was hardly a family 
in his parilh which was not furniftied with great ftore 
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of Antinomian books, fuch doctrines prevailing very 
much in thofe times ; and therefore in thefe vifits he 
took frequent occafion to warn his parifhioners againll 
the poifon they were fo familiar with, convincing them 
of the falfe reafoning contained in thofe books, and the 
inconfiftency of their tenets with the fcheme of fal- 
vation laid down in the Gofpel. When Mr. Bull 
found any perfons, that either never came to the pa- 
rifh-church, or, after having frequented it, withdrew 
to fome other communion, his conftant practice was 
to enquire who had feduced them, and to know their 
names, in order to fummon them to a conference in 
the prefence of the perfon who had been prevailed 
upon to abfent himfelf from the parifh-church. Thefe 
challenges were frequently accepted; for Mr. Bull 
being young, it was not imagined that he was able to 
maintain a caufe again ft perfons of riper age, and 
who had been long verfed in the controverfy ; but by 
the quicknefs of his parts, and his clofe way of rea- 
foning, he generally got the better in thefe confer- 
ences, and was thereby very fuccefsful in recovering 
his wandering fheep. As to the younger fort, his 
method was to addrefs them in public as well as 
in private ; and therefore he ufually preached td 
them on fome week-day before he adminiftered the 
Eucharift, in order to inftruct them in the nature of 
that Sacrament, and the preparation neceflary to the 
worthy receiving it (13). u ?t ^ 

[N] His manner of performing Divine Service.] As 3S. 
the iniquity of the times would not admit of the con- 
ftant and regular ufc of the Liturgy, to fupply this 
defect, Mr. Bull formed all the devotions he offered 
Up in public, while he continued minifter of this 
place, out of the book of Common-Prayer ; in which 
practice he was juftified by the example of the judi- 
cious Dr. Sanderfon, one of the brighte'ft lights of 
that age. And he performed the public fervice with 
fo much ferioufnefs and devotion, with fuch fervour 
and ardency of affection, and with fo powerful an 
emphafis in every part, that they, who were moft pre- 
judiced againft the Liturgy, did not fcruple to com- 
mend Mr. Bull as a perfon who prayed by the Spirit, 
at the fame time that they railed at the Common- 
Prayer as a beggarly element, and a carnal perform- 
ance. A particular inftance of this happened to him, 
upon his being fent for to baptize the child of a Dif- 
fenter in his parifh. Upon this occafion he made ufe 
of the office of Baptifm, as prefcribed by the Church 
of England, which he had got entirely by heart, and 
which he went through with fo much readinefs, gra- 
vity, and devotion, that the whole company were ex- 
tremely affected ; and notwithftanding that he ufed 
the fign of the crofs, they were fo ignorant of the 
offices of the Church, that they did not difcover there- 
by that it was out of the Common -Prayer. After the 
ceremony, the father of the child returned him a 
great many thanks, intimating at the fame time, with 
how much greater edification they prayed, who en- 
tirely depended upon the Spirit of God for his affi fi- 
ance in their extempore effufions, than thofe did who 
tied themfelves up to premeditated forms ; and that, 
if he had not made the fign of the crofs, that badge 
of Popery, as he called it, nobody could have formed 
the leaft objection to his excellent prayers. Upon 
which Mr. Bull fhewed him the office of Baptifm in 
the Liturgy, wherein was contained every prayer 
which he had offered up to God on that occafion ; 
which, with other arguments offered by Mr. Bull in 
favour of the Common-Prayer, fo effectually wrought 
upon the good man and his whole family, that from 
that time they became conftant attendants on the 
public fervice of the Church (14). ( r4 ) u t p . 39> 
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iti In this part of his life he took a journey once a year to Oxford, where he flayed 
about two months, to enjoy the benefit of the public libraries. In his way to and from 
Oxford, he always paid a vifit to Sir William Matters of Cirencefter; by which means 
he contracted an intimacy with Mr. Alexander Gregory, the Minifter of the place, and 
after fome time married one of his daughters [0], on the twentieth of May 1658 (*"). 
The fame year he was prefented, by the Lady Pool, to the reftory of Suddington St. 
Mary[P], near Cirencefter in Gloucefterfhire. The next year, 1659, he was made 
privy to the defign of a general infurre&ion in favour of King Charles II. ; and feveral 
gentlemen of that neighbourhood, who were in the fecret, made choice of tds houfe at 
Suddington for one of the places of their meeting. Upon the Reftoration, Mr. Bull 
frequently preached for his father-in-law, Mr. Gregory, at Cirencefter, where there was 
a large and populous congregation 5 and his fermons gave fuch general fatisfaction [<£J, 
that, upon a vacancy, the people were very folicitous to have procured for him the pre- 
fentation ; but the largenefs of the parilh, and the great duty attending it, deterred 
him from confenting to the endeavours they were making for that purpofe. In 1662, 
he was prefented by the Lord High-Chancellor, the Earl of Clarendon, to the vicarage 
of Suddington St. Peter, which lay contiguous to Suddington St. Mary [/£], at the re- 
queft of his Diocefan, Dr. Nichollbn, Bifhop of Gloucefter (£). When Mr. Bull came 
tirft to the redlory of Suddington, he began to be more open in the ufe of the Liturgy 
of the Church of England, though it was not yet reftored by the return of the King; 
for being defired to marry a couple, he performed the ceremony, on a Sunday morn- 
ing, in the face of the whole congregation, according to the form prefcribed by the 
Book of Common-Prayer [5], He took the fame method in governin gthcfe parifhes, 
as in that of St. George's, and with the fame fuccefs j applying himfelf with great di- 


0 ) Life, &ti . 
ubi ju^ra, p. 41 
—45- 
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takf fl in faying, 
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[O] He married one of Mr. Gregory* s daughters.] Her 
name was Mrs. Bridget Gregory. The ceremony of 
their marriage was performed by Mr. William M afters, 
Vicar of Prefton, according to the form prefcribed by 
the book of Common-Prayer, the ufe of which was 
at that time forbidden under a heavy penalty. Mrs. 
Bull proved in all refpecls a fit con fort for a clergy- 
man, being in her own nature fufficiently provident, 
and yet well difpofed in all manner of good works, 
out of a true principle of love to God and goodnefs. 
Her attire was very plain and grave : her chief di- 
verfion was the care of her family, and her main am- 
bition to pleafe her hufband. Her piety extended 
itfelf to the whole parifh wherever lhe lived : for, 
by the help of her clofet, and fkill in Surgery, lhe 
made herfelf extremely ufeful upon many occafions, 
and very much beloved, efpecially by thofe of the 
meaner fort. She was very inftrumental in perfuad- 
ing the people, efpecially thofe of her own fex, to 
lay afide their prejudices againft the Common-Prayer, 
to bring their children to church to receive public 
Baptifm, which they had not been ufed to do for 
many years before, and to return thanks to God after 
child-birth, which had been a long time difcontinued. 
Mr. Bull and me were man and wife above fifty years, 
in which time (he broug^ him five fons and fix 
daughters, and fo proved a fruitful, as well as a pro- 
vident and obedient wife, agreeably to the prayer of 
her wedding-ring, which was, Bene par ere, par ere 9 
par are det mi hi Deus ( 1 1; ) . 

[P] He nvas prefented by the Lady Pool to the Re Story 
of Suddington St. Mary.] This living, being under 
value, was in the gift of the Keeper of the Seal, and 
confequently at the difpofal of thofe, who at that 
time were no friends to the Church of England ; not- 
wLhflanding which, Mr. Bull obtained the pre fent- 
ation in the manner following. The Lady Pool, who 
at that time lived at Cirencefter, claimed, as Lady of 
the Manor of Suddington, a right of prefenting to 
the living, and having a refpedl for Mr. Gregory, 
whofe daughter Mr. Bull had married, and a much 
greater for Mr. Bull himfelf afterwards (as appeared 
by making him her executor), lhe offered him the pre- 
fentation, which he accepted purely upon her right. 
But he had certainly loft it, if Mr. Stone of Ciren- 
cefter, a particular friend of Mr. Gregory's, had not 
taken out the Broad Seal, without Mr. Bull's know- 
ledge or privity ; which he did on this occafion : a 
clergyman, who knew that Mr. Bull had not a good 
title, endeavoured to get the Broad Seal for the liv- 
ing ; which he had certainly fucceeded in, if Mr. 
Stone had not been concerned in the prefentations ; 
for when he applied to Mr. Stone for that purpofe, he 
told him that there was a minifter lately fettled at 
Suddington, whofe name was Bull : to which the cler- 
gyman replied, that, though he was in pofTelfion, he 


had not a legal title. Upon tins Mr. Stone acquainted 
him, that, though he did not perfonally know Mr. 
Bull, yet he was not a ftranger to his character; and 
having heard that he had married a daughter of a 
very good friend of his, if he had not a good title, he 
would help him to one. Hereupon, Mr. Stone took 
out the Broad Seal for Mr. Bull, and fent it to Mr. 
Gregory, and at the fame time gave him an account 
of the danger his fon-in-law had been in of loling his 
living (16). 

[i£J His fermons gave general fatisfaSion.] The 
choice of the fubjects, which he difcour fed upon at 
that place, and in that conjuncture of public affairs, 
was fo very feafonable, that they had a vifible good 
effect upon the congregation. His defign was to con- 
vince his hearers of the necefnty of a religious obfer- 
\ ation of the Lord's day, and decent behaviour in the 
houfe of God ; which he explained and prefled in 
feveral fermons from Levit. xix. 30. Ye /hall keep my 
fabbaths y and reverence my faiiftuary ; I am the Lord, 
How proper fuch applications then were to the people, 
we may collect from the character of thofe times, in 
which, the numerous fwarms of fectaries, which over- 
ran the nation during the civil wars, having carried 
religious hypocrify to its higheft pitch, n any perfons, 
upon the Reftoration, thought they could not recede 
too far from the behaviour and practices of thofe men ; 
and, being inclined to think every appearance of de- 
votion puritanical, were unhappily led to the other 
extreme (17). 

[R] He <was prefented to the vicarage of Suddington 
St. Peter, which lay contiguous to Suddington St. Mary.] 
This vicarage, though the yearly value of it did not 
amount to above 25 /. yet was of fome advantage to 
Mr. Bull, by its lying fo near the rectory of the fame 
name, of which he was then in poiTefTion. The in- 
come of both together did not rife to above 100/. 
a year, clear of taxes. But Mr. Bull had a farther 
view in holding them both : for he propofed to get 
them united for the future ; and the application he 
made upon this account proved fuccefsful. For the 
matter being fairly reprefented to my Lord Chancellor 
by Mr. Bull's diocefan, the two livings were accord- 
ingly united, and were to pafs under the fame grant 
for the future (18). 

He married a couple according to the form 

prefcribed by the book of Common -Prayer.] When he 
came out of the church, he afked the people how they 
liked that manner of folemnizing matrimony, not 
concealing from them how much it was in their power 
to expofe him to a malicious profecution ; where- 
upon they all expreffed their unanimous approbation 
of his performance, with folemn aflurances, that 
they would not only make no complaints of him 
themfelves, but alfo endeavour to prevent them from 
others (19). 

2 ligence 
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ligence to the difcharge of his paftoral fundtions and fetting the people an admi- 
rable example in the government and ceconomy of his own family (I) [U~\. During r (J Life, &c. 

1 ■ PJ r i ° • i r A 1 - 3 r r * ubi futra, p. 47 

nis relidence here, the providence of God gave him an opportunity of confirming two _ 7 g. 
Ladies of quality in the Proteftant Communion \W\ who were reduced to a wavering 
ftate of mind by the arts and fubtilties of the Romifh Miffionaries. The only difTenters 
he had in his parifh were Quakers \ whofe impertinences and extravagances often gave 
him no fmall uneafinefs \X\ In this part of his life, Mr. Bull profecuted his ftudies 
with great application \T\ and compofed mofb of his works during the twenty-feven 
years that he was Reftor of Suddington. Several tracts, indeed, which coft him much 
pains, are entirely loft, through his own negledl in preferving them ; particularly a 1 
treatife on the pofture ufed by the ancient Chriftians in receiving the Eucharift [Z], a Let- 
ter to Dr. Pearfon concerning the genuinenefs of St. lgnatius % s Epiflles \_AA\ a long one 
to Mr. Glanvil, formerly Minifter of Bath, concerning the Eternity of future Punijh- 
ments \ and another, on the fubjeft of Popery, to a perfon of very great quality (m). (**) p. 
In 1669, he publiftied that excellent book, his Apojlolical Harmony [55], with a view * 9 ' 

to 


[7"] He applied himfelf diligently to the difcharge 
of his paftoral functions.'] He had a moll excellent 
talent at reading the public prayers. His whole de- 
portment was grave and ferious, and carried withal 
an air of authority : his pronunciation was diftinct 
and audible, and yet natural and unafFecled ; and he 
went through every part of the fervice with that par- 
ticular devotion that belongs to it. He read the holy 
Scriptures with filch deliberation, and fuch exactness 
in obferving the ltops and points, that they were ren- 
(ic) Life, &c. dered thereby the more intelligible to the people (so). 
I** 54- Nor did he fhine lefs in the pulpit.. All fubje&s, 

which he handled there, were confirmed and ftrength- 
ened by palTages of holy writ, which were explained 
and made e*fy to the meaner!: capacity. He had a 
clear head, and a flrong judgment, and perfectly un- 
derstood the learned languages, in which the Bible 
was originally written. But, above all, he was tho- 
roughly acquainted with primitive antiquity, and had 
read with care the vvcrks of the Fathers and ancierit 
(2i)/i. p. 57— Doctors of the Church (21). He feldom committed 
59* his fermons to writing, which is the reafon he left fo 

few finifhed difcourfes behind him. His ufual me- 
thod was, after the choice of his text, to mark fome 
words that were to be explained ; after which he wrote 
down fome obfervati ns, which flowed naturally from 
the fubject, and under each obfervation hints for il- 
lultrating it, and texts of Scripture to confirm it ; 
and then drew inferences from the whole by way of 
application. What Mr. Bull delivered of this kind 
never wanted a becoming fervour; and he enlivened 
his difcourfes with proper and decent geftures, and 
always exerted his voice with fome vehemency, to 
(7/1) lb. p. 59, awaken the attention of his hearers (22). He was 
60. particularly careful in catechizing the youth ; in 

which God fo far blefied his endeavours, that he car- 
ried fifty perfons well inftructed in the principles of 
the Chriftian Religion, at one time, to the vifitation 
at Cirenceftcr, who were all confirmed by the Bifhop, 
when his whole parifh did not confift of above thirty 
families. He adminiftered the Sacraments with great 
reverence and folemnhy, and was always very unwil- 
ling to baptize children at home, excepting in cafes 
of neceffity. He celebrated the Eucharilt feven times 
a year (23), and fir icily obferved all the fcafts and 
fails of the Church (24). 

[l7] The government and ceconomy of his own family.} 
Every morning and evening the family were called to 
prayers, which were either thofe compofed by Bifhop 
Tavlor, or taken out of The Common- Prayer book the 
left Companion*- A portion of Scripture Was read at 
ihc fame time, with the addition, on Sunday evenings, 
of a chapter out of that excellent book the Whole 
.Duty of Man. If any of his fervants could not read, 
he would ailign one of the family to be their teacher ; 
and no negledl of duty in them offended him fo much 
p. 65— as their absence from the family devotions (24). The 
conftant frame and temper of his mind was fo truly 
devout, that he would frequently in the day-time, as 
occafion offered, ufe fliort prayers and ejaculations ; 
and when he was fitting in fdence in his family, and 
they, as he thought, intent upon other matters, he 
would often with an inexpreflible air of great feriouf- 
nefs, lift up his hands and eyes to heaven, and fome- 
timcs drop tears. He was very frequent and earnefl 
(25)/*. p. 69— in his private devotions, of which finging pfalms al- 
73. ways made apart (25)- 


(23) Tbat is, I 
iuppofc, on the 
three great Fcill- 
vals, and om e a 
quarter hefidcs. 

(24) Life, &c« 
p. 60 — 65. 


(*4) n. 

63. 


(27) lb. p. So, 
81. 


[W} He confirmed two Ladies of quality in the Pro- 
teftant Communion.} As they lived in the neighbour- 
hood, he had frequent conferences with them both, 
and anfwer?d thofe objections, which appeared to 
them to have the greater! ftrength, and which had 
very near feduced them from the Church of England. 
At the requeft of one of them he wrote a fmall trea- 
tife, of which no copy was to be found among the 
papers he left behind him. Both the Ladies always 
owned, with the greateit fenfe of gratitude, this fig- 
nal fervice thev received from the learning and ca- 
pacity of Mr. Bull (26). (*6) jfc p. 79* 

\X] The impertinences and extravagances of the 
Quakers often gave him no fnall uneafinefs .] There 
goes a ridiculous ftory of one of them, who was a 
preacher among them, and would frequently accofl 
Mr. Bull ; and once in particular he faid to him, 
George, as for human learning, I fet no value upon it ; 
hut if thou vjilt talk Scripture, have at thee. Upon 
which Mr. Bull, to correct his confidence, enfwered, 
Come oh then, friend. So opening a Bible, he fell 
upon the book of Proverbs. Seeft thou, friend, faid 
he, Solomon faith in one place, anfwer a fool accord- 
ing to his folly, and in another, anfwer not a fool ac- 
cording to his folly : hovj doft thou reconcile theft tvjo 
texts of Scripture? Why, faid the preacher, Solomon 
don't fay fo ; to which Mr. Bull replied, Ay, but he 
doth : and turning to the places, he foon convinced 
him ; upon which the Quaker, being much out oT 
countenance, faid, Why then Solomon's a fool; which 
put an end to the controverfy (27). 

\T~\ He then profecuted his ftudies vjith great appli- 
cation.} His ftudy was the fcene of his mcft exquifite 
pleafure, and he would often declare, that he tailed 
the molt refined fa tis faction in the purfuit of know- 
ledge, and that, when his thoughts were lively and 
lucky in his compositions, he found no reafon to envy 
the enjoyment of the molt voluptuous Epicure. His 
courfe of ftudy, indeed, proved prejudicial to his 
health, becaufe, for many years together, he dedi- 
cated the greater!: part of the night to that purpofe, 
and contented himfeif with little fleep (28). (28) lb. p. 86, 

[Z] A treatife on the pofture ufed by the ancient 
Chriftians in receiving the Eucharift.} It was com- 
pofed by Mr. Bull in anfwer to this queftion : What 
vjas the pofture of communicating in the bleffed Sacra- 
ment, before the doclrine of Tranfubftantiation -zuas re- 
ceived in the Church ? In his reply, he proved from 
antiquity, that the practice in the mod ancient times 
was for the communicants to draw near the Bema or 
Chancel, and there to receive the confecrated ele- 
ments at the hands of the Prieft in a bowing or ado- 
ring pofture. This piece was written at the requeft 
of his diocefan Bifhop F ramp ton (29). lb, p. 87* 

[A A} A Letter to Dr. Pearfcn concerning the genu* 
ine?tefs of St. Ignativs*s Epiftles.} It was written in 
Latin, and contained many excellent obfervations and 
folid arguments to prove that thofe Epiftles were ge- 
nuine. Dr Pearfon, who was about vindicating the 
Epiltles of that apoftolical Bifhop and Martyr, re- 
turned Mr. Bull a large anfwer in the fame learned 
language ; wherein he gave him ample thanks for 
the pains he had taken upon that fubject, and ac- 
knowledged the great ufefulnefs of his obfervations, 
and the llrength of his arguments (30). (30) B. p. 

[££'] His Apoftolkdl Harmony .} It is in titled, 89, 
Harmon ia Apoftolica ; feu Bina Dijjhrt at tones, quarum 

in 
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to fettle the peace of the Church, upon a point of the utmoft importance to all its 
members; and he dedicated it to Dr. William Nicholfon, Bifhop of Gloucefter (»). (n)Ufc,&* 
This performance was greatly difliked, at firft, by many of the Clergy, and others, " ,Jupra ' p ' 9 ' 
on account of the author's departing therein from the private opinions of fome Doftors . 
of the Church, and his manner of reconciling the two Apoltles, St. Paul and St. James, 
as to the doftrine of Jitftification (<?). It was particularly oppofed by Dr. Morley, Bi- 
fhop of Winchefter [CC] ; Dr. Barlow, Margaret-Profeflbr of Divinity at Oxford [DD] ; 
Mr. Charles Gataker, a Prefbyterian Divine [EE] ; Mr. Jofeph Truman, a Non-Con- 
formift Minifter [Ft*]-, Dr. Tully, Principal of St. Edmund's Hall [GG] ; Mr. John 

Tombes, 


fo) lb>? 97, 

98. 


(31) See his 
Apologia pro 
Harmonia, &c. 
feft. 8. n. 5. 


(32) Life, &c. 
p. 90-93. 


(33) ^ P- 94— 
97* 


(34) Life, &c. 
p. 102. 


in prior e Doclrina D. Jacohi de jufiificatione ex operi- 
if us explanatur et defenditur, in pojleriore confenfus D. 
J^auli cum Jacobo liquido demonjlratur, Sec. i. e. ' The 
1 Apoftolical Harmony, or Two DiiTertations, in the 
1 Y\m of which St. James's do&rine of Juftifka- 
c tion by works is explained and defended ; in the 

* fecond, the agreement of St. Paul' with St. James 
1 is clearly demon ftrated.' Though this piece was 
not printed till the year above mentioned, it ap- 
pears to have been written eight or nine years be- 
fore (31), during the unhappy times of the great re- 
bellion, when a vaft number of books were written 
^and publifhed, by the hot men of the feveral parties, 
on the fubjed of J unification, and abundance of 
learned fophiftry had been ufed to perplex the na- 
tural and plain fenfe of the facred writers (32). He 
wrote this work in Latin, the rather becaufe he 
thought too much had been written in Englifh upon 
this fubjecl, and that moll of what had been written 
ferved only to divide and diftradl people's minds : he 
therefore chofe a learned language, that it might be 
thoroughly confidcred by the men of learning and ca- 
pacity, reafonably fuppofing, that if they were fet 
right in this great article, it would be more eafily 
propagated amcng the vulgar and unlearned. The 
peculiar aim and defign of the firjl dijfertation is to 
fhew, ' That good works, which proceed from faith, 
1 and are conjoined with faith, are a nccefl'ary con- 

* dition required from us by God, to the end that 

* by the new and evangelical covenant, obtained by 

* and fealed in the blood of Chrift die Mediator of 

* it, we may be juftified according to his free and un- 

* merited grace. 3 In this doctrine, and throughout 
the whole book, Mr. Bull abfolutely excludes all pre- 
tenfions to merit on the part of men (33). Mr. Nel- 
fon has given us a diftinct plan of the Harmonia, to 
which the reader is referred. 

[CC] It was oppofed by Dr. Morley, Bijbop of Win- 
chefter.] That great and good prelate, whatever his 
own private opinion might be of the matter, feems to 
have been utterly againft reviving a controverfy of this 
kind at all, and not to have been fo well fatisfied, as 
fome of his brethren were, with the performance of 
an author, who had done nothing before this to fig- 
nalize himfelf, and whof<*youth was too great a pre- 
judice for many to get over. But whatever were his 
motives for fo doing, this learned Bifhop, in a Paf- 
toral Ch'arge to the Clergy of his diocefe, at his next 
vifitation, thought fit to warn them again ft intruding 
too rafhly into things above them, and to prohibit 
them the reading of this book, or preaching agree- 
ably to it. Some heads of houfes in the twoUniver- 
fities were alfo of the Bi (hop's mind ; and there were 
fome tutors, who thought it incumbent on them to 
guard their pupils againft what appeared to them an 
innovation in the Church (34). 

[DD] — Dr. Bar lew, Margaret-Profejbr of Divi- 
nity at Oxford.] This learned Divine, who was after- 
. wards Bifhop of Lincoln, read public lectures againft 
the Harmonia Apojlolica from the Divinity-Chair, in 
which he treated Mr. Bull very roughly, even fo far 
as to give him opprobrious names ; an account of 
which was fent him by his learned and pious friend 
Mr. Thomas, at that time Chaplain of Chrift-Church, 
who was prefent, and took notes of all that related to 
Jus friend in thofe lectures. This treatment brought 
Mr. Bull to Oxford, who, with Mr. Thomas, waited 
upon the Profeftbr, and, complaining of the inhu- 
manity with which' he had been treated, offered to 
clear himfelf by a public difputation. The ProferTor 
thought rk to decline the challenge, and endeavoured 
to get off as well as he* could by avoiding to own 
the fact ; till Mr. Thomas pofitively affirmed it to his 
face, offering to produce the notes he had taken ; to 


which the ProfefTor had no more to fay, and they 
parted (35). 

[EE] — Mr. Charles Gataker, a Prefbyterian Di- 
vine.] He was fon of that learned Critic Mr. Tho- 
mas Gataker of London, author of the Differtatio de 
ftylo Novi Tefiamcnti, Sec. who was a member of the 
Affembly of Divines that met at Weftminfter in 1643, 
and was preparing to publifh an Harmony of the 
Apoftles James and Paul, a little before he died ; w ith 
whofe papers the fon being aflifted, thought himfelf 
more than able to deal with our author, and even to 
overthrow his whole foundation (36). About a year 
after the publication of the Harmonia, a copy of it, 
with marginal annotations and animadverfions, was 
fent to the author by his diocefan and patron Bifhop 
Nicholfon, who had received them from an unknown 
hand, after they had been communicated in the fame 
manner to others of the Biihops, together with a let- 
ter, ftirring them up to make ufe of their apoftolical 
authority in thundering out their anathemas againft: 
the doctrines contained in Mr. Bull's book, as per- 
nicious and heretical, and contrary to the decrees of 
the Church of England, and all the other Reformed 
Churches. About a year after, it was difcovered that 
thefe animadvernons were written by Mr. Charles 
Gataker (37) ; who, according to my author, * ap- 

* peareth to have been a perfon of great violence in 

* his temper, but one well-intentioned, and a zea- 

* lous Proteftant ; and had he had but more coolnefs 

* of thought, and had he withal read more of the 

* Ancients, and fewer of the Moderns, would have 

* made no inconfiderable writer (38).* The fubftance 
of Mr. Gataker's animadverfions, being twenty- 
three in number, may be feen in Mr. Nelfon (39). 

[FF] Mr, Jofeph Truman, a N on- conform ijl Mini- 
Jler.] This writer, we are told, was one of a cooler 
head than the younger Gataker, and one alfo not un- 
acquainted with the ancient Fathers. He had before 
written and publifhed a fhort difcourfe concerning St. 
Paul's meaning of Juftifieation by Faith without Works ; 
and finding fome of the opinions therein advanced in 
danger of being quite overthrown by the Harmonia 
Apojlolica, he fet himfelf to write an anfwer in Englifh 
to that part of it which concerned himfelf, and pub- 
lifhed it under the title of, An endeavour to reclify fome 
prevailing opinions contrary to the doclrine of the Church 
of England. By the author of the Great Propitiation. 
In the preface to this, the reader is informed, * that 

* about half a year after that he had publifhed fome 

* fermons, in titled, The Great Propitiation, where- 
4 unto was added that fhort difcourfe aforefaid con- 
' cerning Jujlification by Faith in the fenfe of St. 
4 Paul, there came forth a learned book called Har- 
1 monia Apoflclica, written by Mr. George Bull, which, 

* quite crofting the interpretation he had given of St. 
c Paul, he was occafioned by fome occurrences, which. 

* it concerned not the reader to know, to write the^ 

* fubftance of thofe reflexions upon it for fome pri vate 

* ufe/ For he tells us, they were written, without 
any defign of printing them, within three months 
after the publication of Mr. Bull's book, but were 
not publifhed till about two years after, when he ob- 
ferved how faft fome opinions got ground in the Church 
of England, contrary to his expofition thereof, which 
he attributed, in a great meafure, to Mr. Bull, and 
efpecially to the latter part of his performance (40). 
I refer the reader, for a full account of Mr. Truman's 
anfwer, to Mr. Nelfon (41), who defcribes him to 
have been * a perfon of a deep and fearching genius, 

* but perhaps too metaphyfical ; candid in fully re- 

* prefenting the argument of his adverfary without 

* difguife, and commending whatever he thought 

* worthy of commendation, but fevere alfo in his 
1 animadverfions, where he believed he wanted not 

* fuificient 


(35^ p'20!-» 

212* 


(36) lb. p. i». 


(37) lh. JK 
10 1, 


(38) B. p. 145, 
146. 

(39) Page 140 
—145. 


(40) J*, p. t$z, 
163, 

(41) Page 171 
—194. 
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Tombes, a famous Anabaptift Preacher [HH] ; Dr. Lewis Du Moulin, an Independ- 
ent [//] , and by M. De Marets, a French writer, who tells us (p) y f that the author, f^j^jf^ 
c though a profefTed Prieft of the Church of England, was more addifted to the Papifts, printed at Gro- 
c Remonftrants, and Socinians, than to the orthodox party (q)/ Towards the end of nitj s en > in 4^ 
the year 1675, Mr. Bull publifhed his Examen Cenfur<e y &c. in anfwer to Mr. Gataker, !Xy^° d C oi. 
and his Apologia pro Harmonia, &c. in reply to Dr. Tully [JvA], About three years 955- 

after, 


* fufficient grounds for fo doing ; generous very often 

* in his manner of treating thofe he di (Ten ted from. 


(42) Life, ©V. 
p. 204. 

(43) lb. p, 194 

(44) #-P. 19 6 


(45) The title 
of it was, Prae- 
cipuorum Theo 
logias Capitum 
Enchiridion di- 
da^icuro, Lond 
1665, 1666,8V 


(46) Life, Wc 
p. 212 — 220. 

(47) Page 220 
—227. 


(48) lb. p. 228. 


* but fometimes unreafonably fufpicious and fcrupu- 

* lous ; cool and moderate in the management of his 

* caufe, with very little appearance of paffion orpre- 

* judice, but vigorous and zealous for the testifying 

* of fome certain opinions, which he took to be con- 

* trary td the doctrine of the Church of England, for 

* which he ftill continued to profefs an efteem (42).' 
Mr. Bull wrote an anfwer to Mr. Truman, which was 
never publifhed (43), and took fome notice of his ob- 
jections in his Examen Cenfura? (44). 

[GG] — Dr. Tully , Principal of St. Edmund' s-Hall .] 
This eloquent and learned writer had fome time be- 
fore printed a fhort Syjlem of Divinity (45), for the 
ufe of young ftudents, which had met with a favour- 
able reception, and pa/Ted through feveral editions. 
But his notions being partly different from thofe of 
Mr. Bull in his Harmonia, the Doctor was prevailed 
upon to write an anfwer to that book in Latin ; and 
the rather, becaufe as yet it had received no direct 
reply from the fide of the Church of England. While 
Dr. Tully's treatife was yet, according to his own ex- 
preflion, flicking in the birth, a conference was pro- 
pofed, and agreed to, between him and Mr. Bull ; at 
which meeting, Mr. Bull earneftly befought the Doc- 
tor, « above all things to confider the peace of God's 

* Church, and to take diligent heed, left, by a pub- 

* lie diflenfion between two divines of the fame com- 

* munion, the enemies of our Church might take 

* occafion of upbraiding and reproaching her.' He 
therefore entreated him, ' that he would, for pre- 

* venting this evil, be pleafed, as a friend, to com- 

* municate to him his papers, upon condition, that 

* if by thefe he could make it appear, that he had 

* written any thing againft found doctrine, he would 

* not refufe public kly to ret rati his error J* This pro- 
pofal feemed fo reafonable, that Dr. Tully replied, 

* he might, perhaps, in a very little while, fend him 
c a copy of his papers/ But after this Mr. Bull ne- 
ver once heard from him, nor had any reafon given 
him for the alteration of his mind. At length, about 
the beginning of the year 1674, after much expec- 
tation, there was publifhed at Oxford ( cum Permiffu 
Super iorum, as the title-page exprefles it) a treatife in 
Latin, in titled, Juflificatio Paulina fine operibus, ex 
mente Ecclefia? Anglicans, omniitmque reliquarum qu<e 
Reformats audiunt, afferta et illuflrata contra nuperos 
novatores : Authore Tho. Tullio, S. T. P. Sec. i.e. 

* St. Paul's doctrine of Juflif cation without Works 
c afferted and explained, according to the fenfe of 
c the Church of England, and all the reft of the Re- 
■ formed Churches, againft fome late innovators : 
« By Thomas Tully, S. T. P. C5V.' In quarto. 
There was added at the end of this book a fmall 
tract, in anfwer more particularly to the ninth chap- 
ter of the fecond diftertation of the Harmonia, under 
the title of Differtatiuncula de fententia Paulina, Rom. 
vii. a com. 14. in qua oflenditur Paulum de fe loqui re- 
gen i to, non autem in perfona hominis nondum regeniti, 
i. e. * A fhort diflertation concerning St. Paul's mean- 

* ing in Rom. vii. from w. 14. in which is fhewn, 

* that St. Paul fpeaks of himfelf as regenerate, and 

* not in the perfon of an unregenerate man (46).' 
For a diftinct account of Dr. Tully's performance, 
confuk Mr. Nelfon (47), who tells us, the Doctor 

* had merited the reputation of a very pious and 
« learned man ; but, as fome that personally knew 

* him have obferved, it was a great misfortune that 
« he betook himfelf to write controverfy, and efpe- 

* daily that he engaged with fo brifk a writer as 

* Mr. Bull was, even then when he was well nigh 

* worn out (48).' 
[HH] — Mr. John Tombes, a famous Anabaptift 

Preacher.] This author had been engaged in the fame 
controverfy twenty years before, and had written 
Vol. II. 


againft Mr. Baxter's Aphorifms concerning Juflif cation. 
And now he refolved to draw out all his artillery 
againft Mr. Bull, as an enemy of the greateft weigh 
and as one who had brought together the whole 
ftrength of the caufe in which he had engaged. He 
was threefcore and twelve years of age, when he pub- 
lifhed his book, which was intitled, Animadverfiones 
in I i brum Georgii Built % cut titulum fecit Harmonia 
Apoftolica : i.e. 1 Animadverfions upon a book of 
' George Bull's, which he hath intitled, The Apoflolical 
c Harmony (49).' 

[II] — Lewis du Moulin, an Independent.] He 
was fon of the famous Peter du Moulin; and in a 
virulent pamphlet (50), which he publifhed in 1680 
againft the Church of England, he fell foul upon the 
principles of our moft eminent Divines, among whom 
he did not forget Mr. Bull, bellowing at the fame time 
great commendations on the induftry and zeal of Dr. 
Tully and Dr. Barlow, as the two princpal perfons 
who kept the Univerfity of Oxford from being poi- 
foned with Pelagianifm 3 Socinianifm, and Popery. This 
was defpiled, as it deferved, by Mr. Bull (51). 

[KK] His Examen Cenfuras, &c. in anfwer to Mr. 
Gataker, and his Apologia pro Harmonia, &c. in re- 
ply to Dr. Tully.] Thefe two pieces were both pub- 
lifhed together. The title of the firft is ; Examen Cm* 
fur<e, five Refponfio ad q.'afdam Animadverfiones, an- 
tehac ineditas, in li brum cui titulus Harmonia Apoflolica, 
Sec. per Georgium Bullum, Anglicans Ec defies Prefby- 
terum, i.e. f An Examination of the Cenfure, or, 
' An Anfwer to certain Animadverfions, never be- 

* fore publifhed, upon a book intitled, The Apoftoli- 

* cal Harmony, &c. by George Bull, a Preibyter of 
■ the Church of England.' The other has for its 
title ; Apologia pro Harmonia ejufque authore contra De- 
clamationem Thonue Tullii S. T. P. in libro nuper typis 
evulgato, quern Juflificatio Paulina, Sec. inferipfit. i. e. 
4 - n Apology for the Apoftolical Harmony, and the 
' Author thereof, againft the Declamation of Tho- 
' mas Tully, D. D. in a bock lately publifhed by 
e him, intitled Juflificatio Paulina. 9 Dr. Tully be- 
ing dead, when thefe pieces were publifhed, Mr. Bull 
took care to have feveral paflages expunged out of 
the fheets remaining to be printed, becaufe they con- 
tained fome fliarp reflections upon the Doctor, though 
they were true in fact, and by fome of Mr. Bull's 
friends thought too material to be omitted (52). 
There is an Appendix to our author's Examination of 
Mr. Gataker's Seventeenth Animad-verfion, in anfwer 
to Mr. Truman's objections (53)" The Examen is 
not barely to be considered as a reply to Mr. Bull's 
adverfaries, but as a fuller explication of his own fen- 
timents. For he very folemnly allures us (54), that, 
when he was about forty years of age, he read over 
again his Harmonia feveral times, with as much feri- 
oufnefs and impartiality as he poffibly could, and that 
he earneftly prayed to God, in the firfl place, that he 
would enlighten his mind, and difcover to him what- 
ever errors he might have been guilty of ; that he did 
his utmoft to diveft himfelf of all felf-love, and par- 
tiality for his own work ; and that he had bound him- 
felf by a folemn vow, upon the difcovery of any er- 
rors, openly to renounce them before the Church. 
Upon which review of his work, fo accurately and Co 
religioufly performed, he declares, that there were 
fome things in it, which might have been explained 
more clearly and fully, for the fake at leaft of younger 
readers, and that therefore he had endeavoured to 
fupply this defect as well as he could in his Exa- 
men (55). In his Apologia, he very ingenuoufly con- 
feftes, * that Dr. Tully had not a few Divines of the 
tf Church of England, and thofe of fome eminence 
c alfo in it, who had led him into the error ; but that' 
1 thefe learned men lived in thofe times, when by 
* the arts of certain perfons, who were extremely 
' wedded to the Geneva Divinity, matters were come to 

8 ■ that 


(49* IB. p. 245 

(50) IntitJed, 
A fhort and true 
Account of the 
{ veral Advances 
the Church of 
England hath 
made towards 
Popery, ©V. 4:0. 


(51) Life, &Ck 


(52) JL p. 229, 
230. 

(5:) Ik p. 196. 


(54) Apolog. 
futl. viii. n. 5, 


($5) Ufe,&c. 
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after, he was promoted by the Earl of Nottingham, then Lord Chancellor, to a Pre- 
bend in the church of Gloucefter [LL], in which he was inftalled the ninth of Oftober 
1678 (r). In 1680, he finifhed his Defence of the Nicene Faith [MM], of which he had 
given an hint five years before in his Apology (s). This performance was received with 
univerfal applaufe, and its fame fpread into foreign countries, where it was highly 
efteemed by the beft judges of antiquity, though of different perfuafions [NN]. It is 
true, it has been animadverted upon, and cenlured, by fome Unitarian writers [00]. 
Five years after the publication of this book, the author was prefented, by Philip Shep- 

pard, 


(5*3) Apolog. 
Sect, xx. No, 7. 


(•) Dr. Grabc. 

(57) tf fti &c. 
p. 235. 

(58) Atb.Oxon. 
vol.ii. col. 955. 

f 59) Life, 
p. 278. 


(60) U, p. 276 
—280. 


(60 p- 280 


(62) Jb. p. 
— 341. 
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' that pafs, that it was hardly fafe for any one to in- 

* terpret either the articles of our Church, or even 

* the Scriptures themfelves, otherwife than according 
« to the ftandard of Calvin s Inftitutions { 6).' This 
Apology of Mr. Bull's is written with fuch mafterly 
ltrength and judgment, that a very learned foreigner 
(*) called it the Triumph of the Church of England in 
this caufe (57). 

\LL\ He was made a Prebendary of Gloucefter.] An- 
thony Wood tells us (58), Mr, Bull obtained this Pre- 
bend through the intereft of Dr. John Tillotfon, af- 
terwards Archbilhop of Canterbury. But Mr. Nel- 
fon (59) afcribes this promotion only to the great 
reputation the author had acquired by his Har- 
monia ; and adds, that, as a teftimony of his grati- 
tude, he defigned a public acknowledgment of the 
Chancellor's favour, by dedicating to him his Fidei 
Niccn<t Defenfio, which was the next book he pub- 
lifhed ; but before it appeared, that great man died, 
in whom the Church loll a faithful and zealous 
friend, and learning a generous and conftant pa- 
tron (60). 

[MM] His Defence of the Nicene Faith.] It is 
in titled ; Defenfio Fidei Nicen? ex Script is, qua extant, 
Catholicorum DoSlorum, qui intra tria prima Ecclefia 
Chriftiante Sacula jloruerunt, i.e. 'A Defence of the 

* Nicene Faith, from the writings, which are extant, 

* of the Catholic Doctors, who flourifhed within the 
€ three firft centuries of the Chriftian Church.' After 
Mr. Bull had finifhed this work, he offered the copy 
to three or four bookfellers fucceflively, who all re- 
fufed it, being unwilling to venture the expences of 
the impreflion ; fo that he brought it home, and en- 
tirely laid aftde all thoughts of printing it : for being 
in low circ urn fiances, and having a large family to 
fupport, he could not poflibly be at the charge of 
printing it himfelf, as he was inclinable enough to 
have dene, if he had been able. Thus this learned 
book might have been buried forever, had not a cer- 
tain worthy friend of the author's, fome few years 
after, advifed him to put his neglected copy into the 
hands of Dr. Jane, then Regius Profeffor of Divinity 
in the Univerfity of Oxford, and fubmit the fame to 
his cenfure and difpofal. Accordingly Mr. Bull com- 
mitted his papers to the Profeflbr, who, highly ap- 
proving them, recommended this work to the pious 
and learned Bifhop Fell. That prelate was prefently 
for encouraging fo ufeful and excellent a perform- 
ance, and wanted no folicitation to undertake the 
whole expence of printing it ; which was accordingly 
done at the Theatre in Oxford in the year 1685 (61). 
This bcok is written againil the Arians and Socinians 
on the one hand, and the Tritheifts and Sabellians on 
the other. The author of Bifhop Bull's Life has 

' given us an hiflory of the controverfy, which occa- 
fioned the writing this book, together with a plan of 
the work, and an account of the ufes made of it by 
fome later writers, particularly Dr. Samuel Clarke in 
his Scripture Doclrine of the Trinity and Dr. Edwards 
of Cambridge in his Ant madder/ions on Dr. Clarke's 
book (62). 

[NN] It was received with univerfal applaufe , and 
highly efteemed by the beft judges of antiquity , though of 
different perfuafions .] An Unitarian author, who calls 
himfelf a difenterefted perfon, though he has given his 
judgment againil the Defenfio Fidei Nicene, with all 
the ftrength and learning that' he was mailer of, yet 
was obliged, by the irrefiftible force of truth, to give 
the following character both of the book and author. 

* After Dr. Cudworth, came Dr. Bull, author of the 

* Defence of the Nicene Pbitb, a book that has ren- 

* dered the writer of it very famous, not in England 

* only or chiefly, but beyond the water. 'Tis com- 


< pofed in a flyle mofl truly Latin, with much vi- 
1 vacity of expreffion, with great vigour and fubtilty 

* of thought : in fhort, 'tis worthy of the noble ar- 

* gument, of which he treats. This author having 
1 it u died the Fathers with an application, diligence 
' and obfervation, almoft peculiar to him, perceived 

< that the fchools have departed from that notion 

* of the Trinity, believed and profelTed by fome 

* of the principal Fathers (63).' The anfwerer of 
this Socinian pamphlet, who is fuppofed to be Dr. 
Sherlock himfelf, in a difcourfe ratified, The difference 
between real and nominal Trinitarians examined (64), 
aflures us, this was not faid out of any good will to 
our author, or difintereltednefs between the two con- 
tending parties, but that All that this Socinian intended 
by bringing Dr. Bull into the fray, was to follow the 
blow the animadverter (Dr. South) and the Oxford de- 
cree had given to a Trinity of diftinft, proper, fubfift- 
ing, living, intelligent Pcrfons (which is all that 
Dr. Bull, or the Dean offer t) by their charge of Tri- 
theifm ; which, he hoped, would be a fuffcitnt anfwer 
to that otherwife unanfwerable book, and, together with 
Dr. Bull, would confute all the Fathers at once, on 
whofe authority he fo much relies, and to whom he per- 
petually appeals. Among the foreign authors, who 
have made honourable mention of Dr. Bull, I mail 
cite here the teftimony of M. BoiTuet, Bifhop of Meaux ; 
whofe Hiftory of the Variations, Sec. having been at- 
tacked by M. Jurieu, in defence of the Proteftants, 
with little deference to the primitive Fathers of the 
Church, the Bifhop published a reply, in which he 
frequently fends his adverfary and his readers, for fa- 
tisfadlion, to the collection of teflimonies made by 
our author out of the Fathers. In one place he fays ; 

* That 1 may have no occafion, my brethren, to de- 

* fend againil you the doctrine of the firft ages con- 
t cerning the eternal generation of the Son, if your 
' Minifter hath any doubt hereof, and is not willing 
' to read the learned treatifes of Father Thomaflin 
1 (*), who fo profoundly explains the ancient tradi- 
' tions, or the learned preface of Father Petau (+), 

* which is the elucidation and key of his whole doc- 

* trine concerning this matter, I fend him to BULL, 
' that learned Engiijk Proteftant, in the treatife, where 
1 he hath fo well defended the Fathers, who lived be- 

* fore the Council of Nice. You muft either re- 

* nouncc the Faith of the Holy Trinity, which God 
1 forbid, or pre-fuppofe with me, that this author 
' hath reafon (65).' And here it is very remarkable, 
that our author's book was in fuch efteem abroad, 
both with Romanifts and Proteftants, that even M. 
Jurieu himfelf contended, no lefs than the Bifhop his 
adverfary, to have him on his fide, faying, that Bull'j 
obfervations and his were as like as an egg to an egg, 
concerning the generation of the Son of God. But 
the Bifhop of Mcaux replied to M. Jurieu, that, with- 
out entering into all the particulars, it was enough 
to let him know, that he, the Biftiop, had taken from 
him in one word all the ancients, by fending him to Bull, 
as from whom he might learn the true explication of all 
their paffages (66). 

[00] It has been animadverted upon, and cenfured, 
by fome Unitarian writers.] The author of a pam- 
phlet intitled, The Judgment of the Fathers concerning 
the Doclrine of the Trinity, oppofed to Dr. G. Bull's 
Defence of the Nicene Faith (67), undertakes to dif 
cover Dr. Bull'/ frauds and miftakes, deteel his fcphijlries 
and elufions, and confront his mifreprefentation of the 
Fathers with the confejjtons and judgment of the cri ticks, 
who have either publijhcd or commented on the writings 
of the Fathers (68). This author complains of the 
fevere terms, in which Dr. Bull treats the Unitarians, 
both in this work and in his Judicium Ecclefe<t Ca- 
3 t ho lie a* 


(63) Sec The 
Judgment of a 
difirtereftedPer- 
foo, concerning 
the Controverfy 
about theBleffcd 
Trinity, depend- 
ing between Dr# 
South and Dr. 
Sherlock, 4/0, 
Lond. 1696. 

(64) P^e 4. 


(*) Dogmata 
Theolog. T, ill. 

(t) Prcf. Theo- 
log. Dogm, T.iu 


(65) Premier 
Auvertifement 
aux Proteftant* 
fur les Lettrea, 
du Miniftre 
Jurieu contre 
UHiJio'ire des 
Variations, § xxv« 


(66) Life, to, 
P- 346. 


(67} Printed at 
London in iOy 
in 4fo. 


(68) Page 7$, 


(u) Life, &c. 

p- 34S-354. 

(<tv) Ibid, 

(x\ Jb. p. 3 Co. 
& Wood, Fafti 
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pare], Efq; to the Re&ory cff Avening in Gloucefterfliire \PP~\> a very large parifli (/), ?*i rt » KcI e ht 

J 1 i j j j & rr-i i L r i • -n. 1 ■ c miles in compafs. 

and worth two hundred pounds per annum. The people of this panlh, being many of 
them very dilTolute and immoral, and many more difaffedted to the Church of Eng- 
land, gave him for fome time great trouble and uneafinefs ; but, by his prudent con- 
duit and diligent diicharge of his duty [i^J, he at laft got the better of their pre- 
judices, and converted their diflike into the moll cordial love and affection towards 
him {u) m He had not been long at Avening, before he was promoted, by Archbifhop 
San croft, to the Archdeaconry of LandafF, in which he was inftalled the twentieth of 
June 1686 (w). He was invited foon after to Oxford, where the Degree of Doftor 
in Divinity was conferred upon him by that Univerfity [RR~\> in confideration of 
the great and eminent fervices he had done the Church (*). During the reign of 
King James 1L the Doctor preached very warmly againft Popery [6\S], with which the 
nation was then threatened. Some time after the Revolution, he was put into the com- 

miffion 


(69) Page 77 . 

(70) See the 
Hiftoriv-al Pre- 
face to his Pri- 
mitive Chrifti- 
anity reflorcd, 
Lond. 1711, 
81/0, p. $7. 


(71) Ch. xtr. 
ed;t. Amfterd. 
1714, % vols. 
izma. 


t belief. 1 In fhort (fays he), Dr. Bull hath exprefTed 

* fuch a malevolence, and hath fo notorioufly and 

* infamouily violated the cartel of honour and civility, 

* that was thought to be agreed and eftablifhed be- 

* tween perfons of excellent learning and great abili- 

* ties, when they happen to be engaged in contrary 

* fides, that no refpeel or tendernefs can be fhewn to 

* him by an Unitarian (69).' Mr. Whifton, in his 
letter to the Archbifhops of York and Canterbury 
(70), tells them, he had occafion to take notice of 
federal great miftakes in the right re verend and very 
learned Bijhop Bull, concerning the Trinity and Incar- 
nation; ' which I could not, fays he, avoid without 
c betraying the truths of God Almighty, fince I 

< think he has too often perverted them, and the tef- 

* ti monies in antiquity belonging to them. Nor 

* can I forbear to wilh that his Lordfhip's plain fail- 

* ure in fo celebrated a work may be a warning to 

* all the learned hereafter, how they write in the 

* ufual way of modern controverfy, which has too 

* long by much been the bane of the Church of 

* Chrift; and to the unlearned, how they truft to 

* fuch writings in the determination of their faith 

* and'pradice.' I lhall only add the judgment of 
Father Simon, who, in his Nouvelle Bibliotheque 
Choifte (71), after endeavouring to Ihew, that the 
Anti-Nicene Fathers are favourable to Arianifm, 
and that our author has not proved the contrary, con- 
cludes with remarking, that it is not his defign to 
run over the whole book of Dr. Bull, * which, not- 

* withftanding, fays he, what I have juft now obferved, 

* is a good book, and may be of ufe to Divines.' 
Then he adds ; * Perhaps it would have been better, 

* if the author had proved the myftery of the Trinity, 

* againft the Socinians, by clear and formal paflages 

* of the New Telia ment, rather than have oppofed 

* againft them a tradition, which does not appear al- 

* together conftant.* And again ; ' If the learned 

* Bifhop Bull had been well {killed in the critique of 

< the Greek copies of the New Tcftament, and of 
' the ancient Latin copies, he would not have affirmed 
c fo pofitively, that Tertullian and Cyprian have 

* quoted the 7th vcrfc of the vth chapter of the ift 

* epiftle of St. John, nor would he have alleged that 
' paffage againft thofe, who believe that it is not 

* genuine.' 

[PP] He was prefented by Philip Sheppard, Efq; 
to the ReSlory of Avening in Gloucefterjhire.] Mr. Bull 
owed this preferment to the following accident. At 
the time when that Re dory became vacant, Mr. 
Sheppard and Mr. Bull, with fome other friends, 
were at Aftrop-wells in Oxfordfhire, drinking thofe 
mineral waters for the advantage of their health ; and 
thev were even in company together with fome other 
gentlemen, when Mr. Sheppard received the news of 
it. Upon which he acquainted the company, that he 
had a very good living to difpofe of, and reckoned 
up the qualifications he expected in the perfon, upon 
whom he mould beftovv it ; which fo exactly agreed 
with Mr. Bull's character, that every one prefent plainly 
perceived, that Mr. Sheppard defign ed that prefer- 
ment in favour of Mr. Bull. Some time after, Mr, 
Bull withdrew with fome of the company, to walk 
in the garden ; which opportunity Mr. Sheppard took 
to declare, that he had purpofely thrown out thofe 
hints, that Mr. Bull might be encouraged to apply to 
him for it j but finding his modefty was too great to 


(74) p. 
363, 


make that ftep, he was refolved to offer it to him ; 
which he accordingly did, as foon as Mr. Bull re- 
turned into the room, who received it with all the 
acknowledgments due for fo good a living to fo ge- 
nerous a patron (72). ( 7 ») Life,*?* 

r^^j His prudent con duel, and diligent dif charge of p. 349, 350. 
his duty.'] As a particular account has already been 
given of Dr. Bull's method of governing thofe pa- 
rimes, of which he had the care, it is not necefTary to 
add any thing farther upon that fubject, than what 
appears to have been peculiar to his conduct at Aven- 
ing. He had a fermon at his church every Thurfday, 
at which time the children were catechifed by his Cu- 
rate ; and, to encourage the poor to attend the church 
at fuch feafons, he conftantly upon that day diftri- 
buted five millings among them (73). One great (73/ p. sfco, 
conteft he had with the diforderly people of Avening 
related to the obfervation of a feaft or wake, which 
was attended the day following with extravagant re- 
vels. Dr. Bull preached againft the diforders com- 
mitted upon that occafion. But when neither his in- 
ftru&ions nor exhortations could prevail with his pa- 
rifhioners to obferve that decency, which becomes 
Chriftians in the celebration of thofe anniverfaries, he 
procured an order of fefTion to fupprefs it, which ef- 
fectually put an end to it many years before he left 
that place (74). 

[RR] The degree of DoBor in Divinity was conferred 
upon him by the Univerfity of Oxford. ] A motion was 
made, in full convocation, by Dr. Jane, Regius Pro- 
feffcr of Divinity, that, as an acknowledgment of the 
lingular honour done that Univerfity, and of the laft- 
ing fervice done to the whole Church, by Mr. George 
Bull, in his excellent Defence of the Nicene Faith, 
lately printed and publifhed among them, and as a 
perpetual teftimony of their efteem and regard for a 
perfon of his merit, he fhould be admitted to the de- 
gree of Doctor in Divinity, notvvithftanding that 
he had never taken any academical degree. This 
motion being unanimoufiy agreed to, Bifhop Fell 
wrote a letter to Mr. Bull, to thank him for the noble 
prefent he had made him in that immortal work, and 
to acquaint him at the fame time with the honour 
which the Univerfity defigned him. The Profeffor 
wrote alfo a letter to him, acquainting him with what 
parted in convocation, and preffing him to come to 
Oxford, there to be admitted to the higheft degree of 
honour that was in their power to confer on any per- 
fon. Mr. Bull received thefe letters at LandafF, where 
he had juft taken pofiefTion of the Archdeaconry, and 
came to Oxford the beginning of July, where he 
was created Doctor in Divinity the tenth of the faid 
month 1686, without the payment of the ufual 
fees (75). (75) U>- P. 3S9> 

[SS] He preached very voarmly againft Popery.'] 3 6c * 
This he did not only in his own parifh, but in other 
public places, where he was called to preach, as at 
Bath and Gloucefter, and in a vifitation fermon at 
Hampton. It is true, indeed, that Dr. Bull was a 
frank afiertor of fome principles, npon which are 
built feveral errors of the Church of Rome ; upon 
which account he had been cerifured by many, who 
could not diftinguifh the foundation from the hay and 
ftubble built thereupon, as too much inclining to 
favour that Church. But how little he deferved that 
reflection, appeared now by his courage andrefolution 
in attacking thofe pernicious errors which he appre- 
hended 
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miflion of the peace and continued in it, with fome little interruption, till he 

was made a Bifhop (y). In 1694, whilft he continued Reftor of Avening, he publifhed (y) trie, &r m 
his Judicium Ecclefi* Catbolic<e> &c. \UU~\> in defence of the Anathema, as his former p ' 363 
Book had been of the Faith, decreed by the firft Council of Nice (z). The laft treatifc, f x ) p . 36$. 
which Dr. Bull wrote, was his Primitive Apoftolical Tradition^ &c. \WW] againli Daniel 
Zwicker, a Pruffian [a). All Dr. Bull's Latin works, which he had publifhed by him- f a ) J90| 
felf at different times, were collected together, and printed in 1703, in one volume in 
folio, under the care and infpeftion of Dr. John Ernelt Grabe, the author's age and in- 
firmities difabling him from undertaking this edition. The ingenious editor adorned 
the work with many learned annotations, and ufhered it into the world with an excellent 
preface (b). Dr. Bull was in the feventy-firft year of his age, when he was acquainted ( h ) 
with her Majefty's gracious intention of conferring on him the Bifhopric of St. David's; * 
which promotion he at firft declined, on account of his ill ftate of health and advanced 
years; but, by the importunity of his friends, and flrong Solicitations from the go- 
vernors of the Church, he was at laft prevailed upon to accept it, and was accordingly 
confecrated in Lambeth-Chapel, the twenty-ninth of April 1705 (r). Two years after, (*) * p-407 

lie ~ 40 * 


hended might gain ground by the favour and au- 
thority of the Prince upon the throne, who was 

(76) Life, fife, unhappily engaged in that communion (76). 

p» 364, 365. [T'T'J He was put into the Commijjion of the Peace,] 

The main inducement, which prevailed upon Dr. Bull 
to adl in a fecular poll, was, that he might have an 
opportunity of putting in execution the laws againft 
immorality and prophanenefs ; in which he was very 
fuccefsful, by the help of fome clergymen in his 
neighbourhood, who procured him informations againft 
common fwearers, drunkards, and fabbath-breakers 

{17) lb. P . 366. (77). 

[UU] His Judicium Eccleft* Catholic*, &c] The 
whole title runs thus : Judicium Eccleji<e Catholic* 
trium priorum Seculorum de necejjttate credendi, quod 
Dominus nofter Jefus Chrijlus fit vents Deus, affertum 
contra M. Simonem Epifcopium alio/que, i. e. c The 

* judgment of the Catholic Church of the three firft 

* centuries concerning the neceflity of believing that 

* our Lord Jefus Chrift is very God, aiTerted againft 

* Simon Epifcopius and others/ The occafion of Dr. 
Bull's writing this treatife was, that in reading the 
thirty. fourth chapter of the fourth book of Epifco- 
pius J s Injiitutions , in which he treats concerning the 
neceflity of believing the manner of the divine filiation 
of Jefus Chrift, and puts this queftion, Whether the 
fifth ( and higheft) manner of Chrift* s being the Son of 
God, be necejjary to be known and believed, and whe- 
ther they, who deny the fame, are to be excommuni- 
cated and anathematized ; he had made fome remarks 
thereupon for his own private ufe, by way of anfwer 
to the arguments of that learned writer, who held, 
that the primitive Catholics did not refufe communion 
with thofe that received npt the article of the divine 
generation or filiation of Jefus Chrift, provided they 
acknowledged him to be the Son of God, in virtue of 
his miraculous Conception, his mediatorial Office, his 

r <**v „ r - Refurre&ion from the dead, and Exaltation to the 
17 ; P ' 3 *• right-hand of God the Father (78). The anathema, 
pronounced by the Council of Nice, which Epifco- 
pius thought too harm and uncharitable, and which 
our author undertook to vindicate, is this : * Thofe 

* who fay, there was a time when he was not, or, be- 

* fore he was born he was not, or, he was made of 
' things that are not, or, he is of another fubftance or 
9 efjence; and thofe who maintain that the Son of 

* God is created, or convertible, or changeable ; all 

* thefe doth the Catholic and Apoftolical Church ana- 

* thematize.' But this anfwer of Dr. Bull to Epifco- 
pius, in . defence of the faid anathema, was not writ- 
ten fo much againft Epifcopius himfelf, as againft fome 

. ^ at home, to whom Dr. Bull gives the name of Medi- 

{79) »P*37 1 ' ators, for joining together two extremes (79). Mr. 

Nelfon has given us a fhort abftract of the contents 
(So) lb. p, 376 and method of this book (80), which was defigned 
~3 8 3« as a fupplement to the Defenfio Fidel Nicena. The 

fame gentleman, foon after its publication, fent it as 
a prefent to M. BolTuet, Bifhop of Meaux, who, 
upon feverai occafions, had expreffed a great value 
(81) See the re- and efteemforDr. Bull's learning and judgment (81). 
mark [00]. That p re l a te not only read the Doctor's work with 
great care and exaclnefs himfelf, but communicated 
it likewife to feverai other French Bilhops, who per- 


ufed it with equal pleafure and fatisfaclion ; the 
refult of which was, to compliment the author in 
their name ; and Mr. Nelfon was defired, in a letter 
from the Bifhop of Meaux, not only to return Dr. 
Bull his humble thanks, but the unfeigned congratu- 
lations alfo of the whole clergy of France, then ai- 
fembled at St. Germains, for the great fervice he had 
done to the Catholic Church, in fo well defending 
her determination, concerning the neceffity of believ- 
ing the Divinity of the Son of God (82). In that (82) 
letter, the Bifhop of Meaux expreftes himfelf in the P- 3 S S — 3 3 5- 
following terms: There is one thing I wonder at, which 
is, that fo great a ?nan, who fpeaks Jo advaiitageoujly of 
the Church, of Salvation which is obtained only in 
Unity with her, and of the infallible ajjiftance of the 
Holy Ghoft in the Council cf Nice, which infers the 
fame aftiftance for all others ajjembledin the fame Church, 
can continue a moment without acknowledging her. Or % 
let him tell me, Sir, what be means by the term Ca- » 
tholic Church ? Is it the Church of Rome, and thofe 
that adhere to her ? Is it the Church of England ? Is 
it a confufed heap of focieties, feparated the one from 
the other ? And how can they be that Kingdom of 
Chrift, not divided againft itfelf, and which jhall never 
perijh ? It would be a great fatisfaclion to me to receive 
fome anfwer upon this fubjeel, that might explain the 
opinion offo weighty and folid an author. Dr. Bull an- 
lwered the queries propofed in this letter; but juft as 
his anfwer came to Mr. Nelfon '.s hands, he received 
the news of the Bifhop's death, which prevented the 
progrefs of this controverfy (S3). However, Dr. * % ^ n %% 
Bull's anfwer was publifhed, and a fecond edition i-aoc, **' 3 
printed at London, 1707, in 1 imo, under the fol- ° 
lowing title ; The Corruptions of the Church of Rome, 
in relation to Ecclefiaftical Government, the Rule of 
F aith, and Form of Divine Worjbip : In anfwer to the 
Bijhop of Meaux \r Queries. 

[_WU r \ His Primitive Apoftolical Tradition, &c] 
The whole title is ; Primitiva et Apoftolica Traditio 
Dogmatis in Ecclefia Catholica recepti de Jefu Chrifii 
Servatoris noftri Divinitate ; AJ'erta at que evidentcr 
demonftrata contra Danielem Zuikerum Borufum, ejufi 
que nuperos in Anglia Seel at ores (84^, i. e. ' The Pri- t \\ 
' mitive and Apoftolical Tradition of the Doctrine OIM, *7<>3» 

* received in the Catholic Church, concerning the 

* Divinity of our Saviour Jefus Chrift, aflerted and 
< evidently demonftrated againft Daniel Zwicker the 
f Pruffian, and his late followers in England.' In 
this work, Dr. Bull undertakes to pr vc, that Juftin 
Martyr was not, as is pretended, an innovator of the 
Chriftian Faith in the article concerning the perfon. 
of Chrift; that he was not deceived herein by the 
frauds and artifices of the Difciples of Simon Magus ; 
that he never learnt from the fchools of Plato, what 
he taught concerning the Logos ; and that he was the 
fartheft in the world from any defign of intermixing 
Polytheifm with Chriftianity, or of accommodating 
the Gofpel of Chrift to the Gentile theology ; but 
that, on the contrary, it was an apoftolical tradition, 
introduced into the firft Chriftian Churches, that our 
Saviour did exift before the world was made ; that 
the doctrine of his Godhead could not proceed from 
the fch ol of the forcerer, whofe fenuments differed 
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(d) Life, 6fr, 
p. 412. 


he loft his eldeft ion, Mr. George Bull [XX], who died of the fmall-pox the eleventh 
of May 1707, in the thirty-fev* nth year of his age (d). Our Prelate took his feat in 
the Houfe of Lords in that memorable feflion, when the bill pafled for the Union of the 
two kingdoms, and fpoke in a debate which happened upon thatoccafion [IT]. About 
July after his conlecration, he went into his diocefe, and was received with all imagin- 
able demonftrations of refpett by the gentry and clergy. The epifcopal palace at Aber- 
guilly being much out of repair, 'he chofe the town of Brecknock for the place of his 
refidence (<?) ; but was obliged, about half a year before his death, to remove from thence (V *-p»4»4 
to Abermarlefs, for the benefit of a freer air (f). He refided conftantly in his diocefe, ^//.p.^ 
and carefully difcharged all the epifcopal functions [ZZ]. Though Bifhop Bull was a, 
great admirer of our ecclefiaftical conftitution, yet he would often lament the diftrefled 
ftate of the Church of England, chiefly owing to the decay of ancient difcipline, and 
the great number of lay-impropriations [AAA]. Some time before his lafl ficknefs, 
he entertained thoughts of addrefling a circular letter to all his clergy; and, after, his 
death, there was found among his papers one drawn up to that purpofe [BBB]. He 

had 


(85) Life, &a 
p. 400, 401. 


(86) lb. p. 4"; 
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very widely from the Catholic tradition of that doc- 
trine ; and that it could not pofllbly be derived, either 
from the Platonic Philofophers, or any other, whom 
the Chriftians had a mind to gain over to their party. 
Here is alfo a particular and molt accurate account given 
of Hegefippus, and his fentiment concerning Ch rift's 
perfon ; as likevvife of the primitive Nazarenes, and 
Of the firft Bifhops of Jerufalem, challenged as theirs 
by Dr. Zwicker's Englilh difciples. The reader will 
here be entertained with a good deal of curious and 
ufeful learning, about the Sibylline Oracles, and the 
verfes of Orpheus, which are cited by feveral of the 
primitive writers againft the Heathens (85). 

[XX] He loft his eldeft fon Mr. George Bull.] This 
young gentleman had ipent feventeen years at Chriir.- 
Church in Oxford, and was efteemed one of the orna- 
ments of that fociety. He was tutor to feveral young- 
gentlemen ; one of whom, Sir Bourchier Wrey, be- 
came his patron, and preferred him to the rectory of 
Tawftock in Devon mire. Upon the promotion of his 
father to the See of St. David's, he was made Arch- 
deacon of LandafF in his room. His death was the 
greater lofs to the Bifhop, as the affiftance he expected 
from him in the difcharge of the epifcopal function, 
was what had a great influence upon him in deter- 
mining him to accept it (86). 

[7^"] He fpoke in a debate \ which happened upon 
that occajion. ] A certain noble Lord, it feems, moved 
in a fpeech, that, fince the Parliament of Scotland 
had given a character of their Church, by extolling 
the purity of its worfhip, their Lord mips fhould not 
be behind-hand in giving a character of the left con- 
ftituied Church in the world. * For (faid he, turning 
' himfelf towards the Bench of Bilhops) I have al- 

* way;; been taught by my Lords the Bilhops from 

* my youth, that the Church of England was the 

* belt coi.ftituted Church in the world, and moll agree- 

* able to apoftolical inftitution.' Whereupon Bi- 
fhop Bull, who fat very near his Lordfhip, ftood up, 
and faid ; My Lords , I fecond what that noble Lord 
hath moved, and do think it highly reaf enable, that, in 
this Billy a characler fhould be given of our moft excel- 
lent Church. For, my Lords, whoever is ft: i lied in pri- 
mitive antiquity, muft allow it for a certain and evident 
truth, that the Church of England is, in her doclrine, 
difcipline, and worfhip, moft agreeable to primitive and 
apoftolical inftitution. Upon coming out of the houfe, 
Bifhop Beveridge faid to the Bifhop of St. David's ; 

* My Lord, if you and I had the penning of this 
c bill, it fhould be in the manner your Lordfhip hath 
c moved.' To which Bifhop Bull made fuch a reply, 
as reprefented the neceflity he lay under of thus dis- 
charging his duty, when fo folemnly called upon in 
the greatefl court of the nation (87). 

[ZZ] He carefully difcharged all the epifcopal func- 
tions.] His firft care was to acquaint himfelf with the 
ftate and condition of his diocefe ; in order to which, 
he propofed to vifit it in perfon that fummer, and 
actually began at Brecknock, where he delivered his 
charge to the clergy ; but a fevere illnefs putting a flop 
to his progrefs at that time, he appointed Comraif- 
fioners, the chief of whom was Mr. William Povvel, 
Rector of Langaflock, to vifit in his name. Three 
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years afterwards, his Lordfhip appointed a triennial 
vifitation ; but not being able, through weaknefs and 
continued indifpofitions, to bear the fatigue of tra- 
velling, he conftituted his fon-in-law, Mr. Stephens, 
Archdeacon of Brecknock, with Mr. William Powel 
before mentioned, to be his Commiffioners, and to 
vifit in his ftead. Mr. Stephens, in this vifitation, 
delivered a charge prepared by the Bifhop himfelf for 
that purpofe (88). He frequently confirmed in the 
neighbourhood of fuch places where he refided, par 
ticularly at Brecknock, Caermarthen, Landeilo, and 
Abermarlefs (89). He was very ftrict in examining (89) lb. p. 42a. 
into the qualifications of candidates for Holy Orders, 
and never difmifTed thofe whom he ordained, without 
the moft earneft and affectionate exhortations, with 
refpect to their future conduct (90). Among other 
irregularities, which he found to have prevailed in his 
diocefe, he endeavoured to reform that of admini- 
ftring Baptifm in private houfes, excepting in cafes of 
neceffity (91). His converfation with his clergy was, 
upon all occafions, grave and ferious, and related 
chiefly to the condition of their parifhes, and the dif- 
charge of their own duties (92). 

[AAA ] He lamented the diftreffed ftate of the Church 

of England, owing to the great number of lay-im* 

propriations.] Several good men (he ufed to fay) looked 
upon the alienation of tythes, as the fcandal of the 
Reformation, and efteemed it the great blemifh of the 
Reft or at ion, that no care was taken, at that time, of 
the intereft of the Church of England, with refpect 
to its revenues. When the Bifhop talked upon this 
fubject, he would often mention, with pleafure, the 
wifdom and goodnefs of Queen Anne, in her aug- 
mentation of the maintenance of the poor clergy. 
This defign, he thought, would be more eafily car- 
ried on, if fome rich impropriators could be pre- 
vailed upon to reftore to the Church fome part of 
her revenues, which they had too long enjoyed, to 
the great prejudice of the Church, and very often to 
the ruin of their families, by that fecret curfe, which 
is the ufual attendant on facrilegious pofTeflions. He 
was able, he faid, to give inftances of this kind, in 
fome families of his acquaintance ; and in this point 
he feemed to concur with the opinion of Sir Henry 
Spelman. Though he was always in his judgment 
againft lay-impropriations, yet he was never fo fen- 
fible of the great inconveniencies which attend them, 
as upon his coming into the diocefe of St. David's, 
where they are very numerous, and the falaries al- 
lowed the curates by the impropriators too mean and 
inconsiderable to furnifh a tolerable maintenance. 
The Bifhop applied himfelf to feveral of thefe impro- 
priators, in hopes of prevailing with them to advance 
the ftipends to a competent fubfiftence. But the little 
fuccefs he met with in thefe applications, put him 
upon inquiring, how far it was in his own power to 
remedy this grievance ; and if he had lived to have 
feen London once more, he defigned to have taken 
the advice and direction of his brethren, the Bifhops, 
upon this momentous affair (93). 

[EBB] There was found among his papers, a cir- 
cular letter, drawn up to that purpofe.] It had not re- 
ceived his laft hand, and wants that perfection which 
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had greatly impaired his health, by too intenfe and unfeafonable an application to his 
ftudies, and, on the twenty-feventh of September 1709, was taken with a violent fit of 
coughing, which brought on a fpitting of blood. About the beginning of February 
following, he was feized with a diftemper, fuppofed to be an ulcer, or what they call 
the inward piles j of which he died the feventeenth of the fame month, and was buried, 
about a week after his death, at Brecknock [CCC], leaving behind him but two chil- 
dren [DDD] of the eleven with which God had blefled him (g). What remains to be 
drawn of Bilhop Bull's character, and an account of his Sermons and Difcourfes not 
hitherto taken notice of, fhall be given in the remarks [EEE] and [FFF]. All his works 
have been publifhed together fince his death, in folio, by Mr. Nelfon. 
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tifually attended whatever he compofed. It is ad- 
drefted to the Reverend the Archdeacons , and the reft of 
the clergy of the diocefe of Sr. David's. The firft 
thing the good Bifhop recommends, for the advance- 
ment of piety and virtue, is, The efiablijhing Family 
Devotion ; the next is, The ereSiing of Charity-Schools ; 
the third is, That they endeavour to difpofe parents , to 
fupply each of their children before they marry , or are 
othervjife fettled in the vjorld 3 voith a f mall library (*), 
containing books of p radical Divinity, to the value of 
three, four, or five pounds, fixed in a little prefs vuith 
Shelves proper for that purpofe. Fourthly, the Bifhop 
recommends the ufe of the Welch Common-Prayer^ 
Book, lately printed in a fmall volume ; and, in the 
lafl place, he earneftly exhorts them to ufe their in- 
tereft with the Juftices of the Peace, to put in execution 
the lavus againfl vice and immorality . The reader may 
fee the letter at length in Mr. Nelfon (94). 

[CCC] He was buried at Brecknock.] He lies 

(if Mr. Nelfon's information be true) between two 
of his predeceflbrs, Bifhop Manwaring and Bifhop 
Lucy. His funeral was attended by great numbers of 
the gentry and clergy, both of the county of Caer- 
marthen and of Brecknock. He had given Uriel 
charge that the burthen of his debts mould not be in- 
creafed, by beftowing more expence on his interment, 
than what neceffity and decency required. And upon 
this account, it is thought, when he was afked where 
he would be buried, he replied, Where the treefalleth, 
there let it lie. But he was prevailed upon, by the 
defire of his wife, to confent to be buried at Breck- 
nock, it being the place where fhe defigned to pafs 
her widowhood; and, as Mrs. Bull was defirous to 
be depofited with her hufband after her death, his 
grave, by her direction, was walled on all fides, and 
made large enough to receive two bodies (95). His 
grave was covered with a plain ftone, and the fhort 
infeription upon it, which follows, was framed and 
ordered by his pious widow, who was fo fatisfied with 
it herfclf, that lhe would not fufFer it to be caft into 
any other form. 

Here iieth the Right Reverend 
Father in God, Dr. George Bull, 
Late Bishop oi* this Diocess ; 
Who was excellently learned, 
Pious and Charitable ; 
And who departed this Life 
February the 17*'', 1709. Aged 75 (95). 

[DDD^ He left behind him tvuo children.] Viz. his 
fon Robert, who became Rector of Tort worth in 
Gloueefterfhire, and Prebendary of Gloueeftcr, and 
who married Rachel, the daughter of Edward Ste- 
phens, of Cherington in the county of Gloucefter, 
Efq; and of Mary, the daughter of Sir Matthew Hale, 
Lord Chief Juftice of the KingVBench ; and his 
daughter Bridget, married, after his death, to Mr. 
Edward Adderly, fon of the aforefaid Mary by a 
(96) lb. p. 475* former hufhand (96). 

[EEE~\ His characler .] He was tall of ftature, and 
in his younger years thin and pale, but fuller and more 
fanguine in the middle and latter part of his age ; his 
fight quick and ftrong, and his conftitution firm and 
vigorous, till indefatigable reading, and nocturnal 
ftudies, to which he was very much addicted, had firft 
impaired, and at length quite extinguifhed the one, 
and fubjected the other to many infirmities ; for his 
fight failed him entirely, and his ftrength to a great 
degree, fome years before he died. But whatever 
other bodily indifpofitions he contracted, by intenfe 
thinking, and a fedentaty life, his head was always 
free, and remained unaffected to the laft. As to the 
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temperature and complexion of his body, that of me- 
lancholy feemed to prevail, but never fo far as to in- 
difpofe his mind for ihidy and converfation. The 
vivacity of- his natural temper expofed him to fharp 
and fudden fits of anger, which were but of fhort 
continuance, and fufficiently atoned for by the good- 
nefs and tendernefs of his nature towards all his do- 
meftics. He had a firmnefs and conftancy of mind, 
which made him not eafily moved, when he had once 
fixed his purpofes and refolutions. He had early a 
true fenfe of religion ; and though he made a fhort 
excuriion into the paths of vanity, yet he was entirely 
recovered a confiderable time before he entered into 
Holy Orders. His great learning was tempered with 
that modeft and humble opinion of it, that it thereby 
fhone with greater luftre. His actions were no lefs 
inftructive than his converfation ; for his exact know- 
ledge of the Holy Scriptures, and of the writings of 
the primitive fathers of the Church, had fo effectual 
an influence upon his practice, that it was indeed a 
fair, entire, and beautiful image of the prudence and 
probity, fimplicity and benignity, humility and cha- 
rity, purity and piety, of the primitive Chriftians. 
During his ficknefs, his admirable patience under ex- 
quifite pains, and his continual prayers, made it evi- 
dent, that his mind was much fuller of God than of 
his illnefs ; and he entertained thofe that attended 
him with fuch beautiful and lively descriptions of re- 
ligion and another world, as if he had a much clearer 
view than ordinary of what he believed (97). (97) lb. p- 47* 

[FFF] Some account of his fermons and difcourfes.] ""479» 
His fon, Mr. Robert Bull, had not only the Bifhop's 
leave, but his order, to print his fermons after his 
death ; fo that we may from thence conclude, they 
had received his lafl hand, and confequently that per- 
fection, which belonged to his compofitions. The 
fubjects are reduced to no dependence upon one ano- 
ther, in the method of ranging them ; neither was 
it neceffary, fince it does not appear that they were, 
framed with any fuch profpect (98). Thefe fermons (98) p*48o| 
are of great ufe in two refpects. In the firft place, 
feveral of them are written upon the moft curious 
points of antiquity, and may ferve as a touch -ftone, 
to diflinguifh primitive doctrines from mode/n errors 
which have been built upon them. Secondly, they 
are a very proper model, both as to ftylo and me- 
thod, for the teaching any fubject of Divinity. Dr. 
Lupton, in a letter to Mr. Nelfon (99), has given us (99) lb. p, 4904 
the following character of Bilhop Bull's fermons. 

* He abhorred affectation of wit, trains of fulfome 
1 metaphors, and nice words wrought up into tune- 
' ful, pointed, fentences, without any fubftantial 

* meaning at the bottom of them. He looked upon 

* fermons, confiding of thefe ingredients, which 

* fhould be our averfion, and not our aim, as empty 
€ and frothy and trifling, as inconfiftent with the dig- 

* nity of ferious and facred fubjects, and as an indi- 
1 cation of a weak judgment.' After cenfuring the 
abufe of ov/V in fermons, the Bifhop goes on ; * The 

* proper ufe even of true wit, doth require the very 
1 beft judgment. And in both did this learned Pre- 
' late excel, though he ufed the firft very fparingly 

* in his fermons; but the fecond was abundantly 
1 demonftrated in every one of them. For every 

* one comprifed the principal truths which belonged 

* to the fubject, and thofe were ranged into the mofl 
1 natural and eafy order, illuftrated with the utmoft 

* clearnefs, confirmed with the utmoft ftrength of rea- 

* foning, and expreffed in the moft plain and fignifi- 

* cant words. And fuch a rich vein of piety did run 
€ through the whole, as would have rendered it ac- 
1 ceptable and delightful to any man who is fincereiy 
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1 religious, though it were not attended with thofc 
€ fhadows of beauty and ornament, which are too 
* often thought to be the beft parts of a fermon.* 
Dr. Lupton concludes thus : Thofe therefore who are 
cenforious enough to reflecl with feverity upon the pious 
firains, which are to he found in St, Chryfoftom, Bi- 
Jhop Beveridge, or Bijhop Bull, may pojfibly be good 
judges of an ode or an eflay, but do not feem to criticize 
juftly upon fermons, or to exprefs a juft 'value for fpi- 
ritual things. As to thofe difcourfes, which accom- 
pany the Bifhop's fermons, the firft relating to The 
Dotlrine of the Catholic Church for the firft three Ages 
of Chriftianity , concerning the Bleffed Trinity, in oppo- 
sition to S a be 11 i an if m and Tritheifm, was drawn up at 
(*) LordArun- the requeft of a perfon of quality (*), who, having 
ferioufly confidered the controvcrfy, then carried on 
between Dr. Sherlock and Dr. South, .found himfelf 
not clear, as to the fenfe of the firft and pureft ages 
of the Church, in reference to that great myftery. 
The method his Lordfhip pitched upon to fatisfy his 
doubts, was, to apply to Dr. Bull, that great mafter 
of Primitive Antiquity ; but having no acquaintance 
with the Doctor, he communicated his thoughts to 
his worthy friend Mr. Archdeacon Parfons, Rector of 
Odington in Gloucefterfhire, who, being a neigh- 
bour, and intimately known to Dr. Bull, engaged 
him to comply with his Lordfhip's requeft, and to 
draw up the difcourfe in queftion, which he inclofed 
in a letter to the Archdeacon, in order to be commu- 
nicated to his Lordfhip. This difcourfe was received 
with much fatisfadlion by the noble Lord, as appears 

(100) U. p. 493 ky a letter addrefled by him to Mr. Parfons (100). 
—496, The next Difcourfe, concerning which the reader may 

be apt to require fome information, is the fourth, 
containing Some Animadverfions on a Treatife of Mr* 
Gilbert Gierke, intitled Ante-Nicenifmus, jo far as 
the faid author pretends to anfwer Dr. George Bull'j 
Defence of the Nicene Faith. The manufcript of thefe 
Animadverfions was found among Dr. Grabe's pa- 
pers, but appears unqueftionably to have been writ- 
ten by Dr. Bull. The book, which gave occafion to 
thefe Animadverfions , was printed in 169;, under the 
title of Ante-Nicenifmus, or, The Tefti monies of the 
Fathers, who wrote before the Council of Nice, whence 
may be collecled the Senfe of the Catholic Church touch- 
ing the Trinity. At the fame time came out an An- 
fwer in Latin to Dr. Bull's Defenfio Fidei, Sec. both 
written by Mr. Gilbert Gierke, who publifhed his 
name with them. Thefe two treatifes were accom- 
panied by a third, without the author's name, in- 
titled, The true and antient Faith, concerning the Di- 
vinity of Chrift, offer ted, againft Dr. George Bull's 

(101) lb. p. 497 Judgment of the Catholic Church, bV. (101). The 
— 5' it fifth and laft Difcourfe, intitled, Concerning the firft 

Covenant, and the State of Man before the Fall, ac- 
cording to Scripture, and the Senfe of the Primitive 
J) odors of the Catholic Church, feems to have been 
drawn up by the learned author about the time that 
he was engaged in the controverfy relating to Jufii- 
fication. It plainly appears, that it coft him a great 
de.il of labour and ftudy, and he feemed, upon fome 
occafions, to exprefs himfelf favourably concerning it. 
For having lent it to a certain perfon, whofe name he 
had forgot, it was loft for many years, and recovered 
by the following accident. A neighbouring clergy- 
mar* dying, Mr. Stephens, the Bilhop's fon-in-law, 
bought part of his books, and among his pamphlets 
found this treatife, which he immediately brought to 
the author, who could not forbear declaring his fa- 
tisfa&ion for the recovery of that, upon which he had 
bellowed no fmall pains. It was afterwards read by 
fome confiderable clergymen in the neighbourhood, 
and at laft communicated to his particular friend Dr. 
Fowler, afterwards Bifhop of Gloucefter, in whofe 
hands it had lain fo long, that his Lordfhip, when Mr. 
Nelfon (publifher of the Bifhop's Works) applied to 
him upon that account, had loft all remembrance of 
it. However, at this editor's requeft, Bifhop Fowler 
fearched among his papers, and in a few days fent him 

(102' Life,&V. the manufcript (102). B. 
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%* [That Bifhop Bull, a Proteftant Prelate, mould 
receive the thanks of the whole body of the Clergy 
of France for his Judicium Ecclefia Catholica, is a 
fmgular circumftance , but it doth not, in our efti- 
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rnation, reflect upon him any high degree of honour. 
The occafion upon which thefe congratulations were 
fent to him, detracts greatly from their value. Had 
he been diftinguifhed by fuch a mark of refpeel, 
merely on account of his general defence of the doc- 
trine of the Trinity, it might have been deemed ho- 
nourable to him, as that doctrine hath fo commonly 
been admitted by Chriftian churches. But to be 
thanked by a national aflembly of Roman Catholic 
Clergy, for vindicating anathemas, can confer no 
true glory on any man. Indeed, it gives us pain to 
think, that fo pious, excellent, and learned a Pre- 
late as Dr. Bull mould have applied his abilities to 
fo unhappy a purpofe. The curfes annexed to the 
Athanafian and Nicene Creeds have been very much 
difliked by many who firmly believed the Creeds 
them fe Ives. Nothing, in facl, can be more contrary 
to found reafon, and the tenets and fpirit of the Gofpel, 
than fuch curfes. Is it pofTible for a liberal mind to 
imagine, that a man's falvation fhall depend on his 
reception of a doctrine fo abftrufe, myfterious, and 
involved m difficulties, as that of the Trinity ? Will 
not the moft ardent piety, and the moft fincere and 
earneft inveftigation of truth, avail any thing in the 
fight of God, if a perfon ihould happen to be mif- 
taken in his opinion ? Are fome of the brighteft or- 
naments of the Church of England (for fuch might 
be mentioned) to be anathematized here, and to be 
excluded from eternal life hereafter, becaufe they em- 
braced different fentiments from thofe of the Nicene 
Fathers ? Moft men of knowledge and literature, in 
the prefent age, will, we trifift, difcard all fuch un- 
generous ideas. 

It appears, from what is recorded of our good Bifhop, 
in Note [AAA], that he was not entirely free from a 
tincture of fuperftition. He thought that the pof- 
feflbrs of lay-impropriations held them not only to 
the great prejudice of the church, but very often to 
the ruin of their families, by that fecret curfe, which is 
the ufual attendant on facrilegious poffefiions. He was 
able, he faid, to give infiances of this kind, in fome fa- 
milies of his acquaintance. But nothing can be more 
fanciful and fallacious than conclufions of this na- 
ture. Other inftances might, no doubt, have been 
produced, in which lay-impropriators had been pro- 
fperous and happy. We have not a right, in any 
cafe, to pronounce that the calamities which fall upon 
perfons and families are to be confidered as divine 
judgments. In making thefe remarks, we do not 
mean to vindicate lay-impropriations, or to enter at 
all into that fubjeft. 

Bifhop Bull's Sermons, and the larger difcourfes, 
an account of three of which is given in the laft Note, 
were publifhed in 1713, by Mr. Nelfon, in three vo- 
lumes, octavo. The larger difcourfes, one fermon 
excepted, take up the whole of the third volume. 
In the firft volume is a fermon to prove, 1 that the 

* foul of man fubfifts after death, in a place of abode 

* provided by God for it, till the refurrettion ;' and 
another to fhew, that ' the middle ftate of happinefs 

* or mifery, allotted by God to every man prefently 

* after death, according as he has been good or bad 
1 in his paft life, is inconfiftent with the Popifh doc- 

* trine of Purgatory.' Thefe two difcourfes, which 
were re-publifhed, in 1765, by the late ProfefTor 
Chappelow, have not efcaped the notice of the acute 
and learned writer of * An Hiftorical View of the 
f Controverfy concerning an intermediate State, and 

* the feparate Exiftence of the Soul, between Death 
' and the general Refurre&ion,' who hath been at 
fome pains to point out the defects of Bifhop Bull's 
reafoning. The fame Author hath, likewife, made 
feveral ftriclures on our Prelate's controverfy with 

Mr. Jofeph Truman (103). One of the fermons in Hirtorical 
the Bifhop's firft volume is € concerning the great ^)ew, P* H : — 

* difficulty and danger of the prieftly office ;' and 1 
there is another in which he labours not a little 
to prove, that pious perfons under the Old Tefta- 
ment difpenfation had a firm perfuafion of the reality 
of a future ftate of life and bleflednefs. In the fe- 
cond volume is a fermon to fhew, ' that the poverty 

* of the firft Preachers of the Gofpel was defigned by 

* Providence to convince the world of their fmcerity ; 
1 and that even perfons divinely infpired, and Mini- 

* iters of God, did not fo wholly depend upon divine 
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6 infpiration, but that they made ufe alfo of the or- 
' dioary help and means, fuch as reading of books, 
c with ftudy and meditation on them, for their af- 
' fiftance in the difcharge of their office,' From the 
books and parchments which St. Paul directed Ti- 
mothy to bring with him, our learned Prelate ob- 
ferves, that the Apoflle had read other writings be- 
fide the Scriptures, and that what thefe writings were 
may beft be collected from his education, and from 
thofe footfteps and traces of his reading which appear 
in his fpeeches and epiftles. In conftdering this mat- 
ter, the Bifhop goes through that courfe of ftudies of 
which a Jewijb academical education con filled. On 
the whole he concludes, that St. Paul was converfant 
with profane Authors, with Aratus, Epimenides, 
and Menander ; that he had diligently perufed the 
Epiflle of Heraclitus the Ephefian, as Scultetus hath 
abundantly proved ; and that, from his frequent ufe 
of Platonic phrafes, he had read like wife the writings 
of the Platonifts. By the parchments Dr. Bull un- 
derstands St. Paul's Adverfaria, or Common Place 
Books ; and thence infers, nrft, the benefit of fuch 


collections, efpecially to thofe, who, like the Apoflle, 
are poor and travel ; and fecondly, that if divinely 
infpired perfons made ufe of fuch helps, there muft 
be much ftronger reafocs why Minifters of the Gofpel 
in general fhould do fo, who have only ordinary af- 
fiftance. Hence alfo the Bifhop takes occafion to 
treat of the Schools of the Prophets. The tendency of 
the whole difcourfe feems to be to convey a rebuke to 
thofe Clergymen who neglect; their fludies (104).— 
We find, like wife, in the fecond volume of our Pre- 
late's fermons, two on the exigence of Angels, and 
their office in reference to good men. 

From the above account it appears, that fome of 
the fubjects, treated of by the pious and learned Au- 
thor, are curious, and afford room for ingenuity and 
conjecture, perhaps too for miftake. Befides the 
larger difcourfes in the third volume, there is a 
Charge, delivered to the Clergy of the Diocefe of 
St. David's, * on the principal parts and branches of 

* the paftoral office, with rules and directions for the 

* due performance of each of them.'] K, and T. 


(104) Robin- 
Ton's translation 
of Claude's Eflay 
on the Compo- 
sition of a Ser- 
mon, vol. i„ p. 
436. note. 
Bull's Sermons, 
vol. ii, p, 307*-* 
431- 
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